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AIFRICAN LTERESTS = JaPaN

Request the Swiss covernment to express to GOTgeo the

thanks of the United States covernment for having pointed out

to the Jaupaiise Go#emment that Japan's advorsaries naturally
concluds from its porsistent refusal to permit Swiss representa-
tives to visit camps in Japancse-occupied territory that
conditions preveiling in tae unvisited cawps are not as they
should Dbee.

The Governmecnt of the United States hes notcd with interest
Shigemitsu's statement that he is endeavoring to bring about &n
iriproverent in the conGitions wnder which American nationals
~re held in Japan and Jepancsc—occupicd territories, end thut
the cqucstion of perritting visits to camps in occupicd
territorics is being given consideration. Notc has also been
taken of Shigemitsu's choraeterization of the rclcease of
reports of the neglect zad cmucl treatmaent of Amcricans in
Japancse custody as an strocity compnign intended to dizcredit
Japelle

The Government of the Unitod Stotves cuphasizes, ond 4desires
Gorge so to inform the Jopanese government, that the publishcd
reports to which Shigemitsu objcels arc accounts of the sufferings
of mfcrican nationals in camps 1in Japanssc=occupied territorics
thet comce into the hands of Ancricen covernment agencies fraom
rclinble sources. To ent the publicction of such accounts Japan has
only to remcve the conditions giving rise t0 such accounts and permit
gwiss reprecentatives so to inform the United States Government.

Sorial f79
Pegoes 244-247




DOCULENT 10-N

2= 2115, twenty-rirst, to Pern. .

The Govemment of the United .tctes is obliged to inform
its citizens ol the condition of its natiohals in encuy custody.
The continued refusals of the J “ponese Government to permit
visits by rcprosentatives of the Protecting Powor to camps in
Jopunese~occupicd territorics leads moturally to the conclusion
that conditions . in thesc arezs continue to ramin unsatvisfactory
and such 2s to moke Japan ashomed to have thom observed by ncutrals,

In giving renlity to its nuwcrous professions of its intcnt
to'apply bhumonitaricn cons i&drations in its trectment of prisoncrs
of wor cnd civilion internees and in moking the iwmprovements
promiscd by Shigemitsu, the Japcnese Government hos ot its commrnd
tho nost effective method of removing the causes of unfavorable
reports and thereby drevent ing the futwre publicetion of such

repyorts. Vhen the Japnncse Government accords +$o American nationals

the bummnitarien treatiwent it has promiscd and whon it pormits

represcutatives of the Swiss Govermmcat to visit 211 places where
aixcrican natiounals ere held =nd to verify 26 confirm thnt thoirp
treatinaant is in cccordance with the promises of the Japonese
Coveinnent, tho United Stotes Government will be in o position to
reassurc the rolatives cnb friends of Arcrican nationals held by
Japan with regord to their condition and treatment,
The Uiiivted Stotes Govenment continues to hope that the

J prasse Govemment will bs persuaded without furthe r deley to
cnoble the Swiss repressntatives to visit all detanined nationals
of the Uuited Stotes wherever detained. Thore would seem t0 be no
reason why the J.poncse Government should not pcrmit such visits with-
out prejudice to the juridical position t--en by Janan on the
qucstion of representation of cremy intercsts. Sce Departre nt's 2050,
Junc l4,
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