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SWORN DEPOSITION

Deponent : HASUMI, Yasushi

Having first duly sworn an oath as on attached sheet and in
accordance with the procedure followed in my country, I hereby de-
pose as follows:

In July 1929 I, Yasushi Hasumi, was appointed Chief of the
tice and Barley Section of the Ministry of Agriculture and rorestry
In 1932 I was appointed Director of the Rice Bureau and in May
1929 Vice-Minister of the same ministry., I resigned as Vice-
Minister in August 19L0.

The food problem of osur country is how to provide food for the
home population.

Initially, the Supply question depends upon crorvs which are
alfected by natural forces ang this is extremely important in Jayan.
ELither good or bad harvest take place every year, and in case of
contipuous_good vests some surplus products may be obtained
temporarily. On Yhe contﬂﬁry,;if b3l haP®veSts®shou¥d Ronfitls a
great shortage may result® By , 28 ¥ wh¥1e™ 1% ord&r %5 Support
a large population within a small narrow territory, it 1is quite
necessary to do the best to provide the necessities by increasing
the production as far as possible, and at the same time to import
the portion of shortage from abroad.

Reflecting on nast vears' conditions, our goevernment has paid
great attention concerning agricultural problems as follows: The
Improvement of qualities of seeds, the improvement of selfsupply
manure, the investigation of manuring, the prevention from i1l or
injurious insects, the technical improvement so as to prevent
damages from snow or dry weather, the protection and the encourage-
ment for improvement or enlargement of farming plantations,
encouragement of production according to the maintenance of price
of farm products and so forth.

Area of Read justment for arable lands since
Showa 1 (1926)
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Taken from "Outline of Arable-Land-Enlargement Improvement
Enterprise'™, pUblished in Febguary J19L0,by.the Amricultural &édminis-
trative Bureau of the linistry of Agriculture and Forestry

The Reclamation Assistance Law was promulgated in Taisho €
(1919) and the government tried improvements by reclamation-by-
dumping, reclamation-by-drainage, land reclamation, and so on, and
by delivering subsidies in order to encour27e the above enterprises.
Ihe results since Showa 1 (1926) are-as follows :
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33 283 Y2 737
120,538 126,371
112,39

121,810
Taken f{rom the statistic of the Reclamation Section of the
Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry,
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In July 1927, in accordance with Imperial Order No. e, the
Cabinet appointed a Food and .opulation Investigation Committee and
according to its investigatiosn the shortage of food supply at that
time was h,532,h00-k0ku o' rice and 5,351,300-koku of wheat and that
will probably become in 1952 (30 vears after that time) 15,559,000=
koku of rice and 1);,253,,,00=koxu of whoat;: by this fact it is aouite
clear the mean shortage of food Supply was enormous.

For these 30 years, though svery, possible effort might be paid
Lo Increase crops and a great deal of eereal might be brought in
from Korea and Formosa, it was nresumed to be 1 shortace of more

than 1,000,000-~koku of rice.

For instance, referring to the relation of our food supply
esince 1927, it will be understood that the sum of transfer and im-
portation from outside of Javan Proper zgvery year amounted nearly
12,000,000 -- 13,000,000 koku. - ‘

Reference, Table for total of transfer and lmport.
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Transfer and Import of Rice since Showa 2

Transfer Total

from Formosa

Transfer
from. Kerea -

Import

L,,128,785 koku_ 5,903,248 koku 2,637,899 koku‘12,67o?259 kokt

1
(1939)
(1940)°

1940

16
(19L1)

1Y
(191,2)

8

1
(1943)

1,753,001
1,277, 74C
1,248, L),
829, 61,0
98l.,870
998, 160
171,233
70,769
398,261
287,498
151,369
_156?h9u
7,967,048
9,827,288
8, Tl3,92]
5,588,300

7,068,709

- 5,377,978

5,167,015
7,992’275

. 7,198,331
. 7,531,891

8,952,699
8,03l .87
6,970,553
6,736,185

110,149,040

5,6902162
39L;, 549
5,305,912

03259,299

2,430,569
2,253,232
2,185,424
2,698,701

3,10118,821
ly,216,82)
5,123,783
i, 511,390
I, 823,966

1,701,921
1,638,219

11,255,519
8,909,410
8,602,111

11,521,639

11,603,618

12,747,707

1,249,293

13,018,304

14,193,957

11,879,325

15,271,377
9,809,170

11,165,806

15,102,877

15,621,1L)
7,226,519

(Any discrepancy in the total figures is due to the inclusion
of amounts re-imported as surplus
1927-1939 was taken from "Outline
the Bureau of Food Control of the

of Agriculture and Forestry.)

Index number of the price of
commodities,

eXported regims.
"0od Supply", published by
inistry of Agriculture and

Forestry, and "Outline of Rice Supply", published by the Rice Bureau
of the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry.
19,3 was taken from Survey by

the supply of rice is likely to be scarce.

Statistics of

Statistics from 19/,0-
f'ood Control Bureau of the Ministry

Then next, the price of rice must be considered.

ricc always goes higher than that of
and the following table shows that the cost ratio of

the price of rice is about over 10% higher. This also indicates
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Index number of price of rice, commodity,
and cost ratio of rice

3 ‘rice of €ost ratio
Year b | commodities of rice

225,15 %.%%8
1.102
1.226

1.004
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(This table was made by the investigation of the Nippon Bank,
according to the index number of standard wholesale prices in
Tokyo in October 1900 (Meiji 33), and the cost ratio of rice de=-
notes index number of price of rice divided by index number of
price of commodities.)

In order to maintain the production of cereal, all the laws
since the Cereal Law were passed with the rurpose of guaranteszsing
the cost of reproduction, considering the standard of adjustment
for the cost -of production of agricultures.

The Cereal Law Article 5 (amended by Law 31, 31 March,
Showa &6 === 19%31) is as follows:

"The lowest or the highest »rice, regulated by the above
Article, shall bs settled by the government according to
the following items:
produced cost of cereal
domestic expense
calculated price, according to tke tendency
of the ratio of index number of the price of-
rice against that of commodities.”

The Control Law for Cerecal Article 2 (Law 3!, 29 March,

Showa € -« 1933) 1is follows:

"The government shall settle and announce the lowest and
highest price of cereal evary year according to the regula-
tion of the -Imperial Order,

The above lowest and highest prices shall be settled according
to produced cost of cereal, domestic expense, prices of com-
modities and other economic conditions."
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Food Control Law Article 5 (Law L0, 21 Fep. Showa 17 --
1942.) 1= as follows :

barley, rve or whea-* (afterwards from now
efly rice and wheat), or those who have
the right of farms and get them as farm-rents, shall have to
sell to the government Someé amount produced rice and wheat
or of' that got as farm-rents, Dy the government order.

The buying prices of the government, regulated in the above
clause, shall be se*led by the regulation of the Imperial
Order, accordins to produced cost, prices of commodities
ind other economical conditions."

The above explanati~n tell ﬁ ; the food production
in our country has been ¢ vays lack of suprly equal to her demand,
\ddordingly, Hur cAvernme: . has made great e”forts for i improve--
ment of agricultures, th: ~mprovement and eL.lirgpement of [arms,
the guarantee of farmers! reproduction costs by maintaining of the
price of rice, main food in Janan, and so forth, and the government
nas obtained good results. .

Nevertheless, in Spite of the government!s great efforts for

1any years, the sufficisnt food production to feed our large popu-
lation has not been successful,

Therefore the amount of shortage has been brought in from

Korea and Lormosa, as well as lmported from ab.-5ad every year to
supply the demand. ’

more I1mportant
ather in Japan prope:

The standard highest price of rice, ,
Law for Cereal, in December 1938, has been k : same price
18 that of the preceding year accorcing to the low price poliecy,
80 that the appearance of cereal in markets became worse. Then,
in 1939, the damage by draught in Japan proper created a_shortage
0i° the crops of rice. In addition to “lhis the great draught in
orea decreased the SUpply more and more.

In order tq moderate this condition the government raised the
standard highest price of rice to 38 yen on 25 August 1929. DNever-
theless, as the influence of tha draught bccame Apparent and the

“upply condition did not Luiprgve, A1 government mac o agn elf'fort
'Y raising again the standard highest Price of rice on 190 for the
ilce vear (beginning o' Novembsr of preceding year, ending of
October) to [ 3 yen, 5 yen higher than the formapr price, commencin-~
of the rice year, on 6 Novembeor 1959. But it was reported that t'.»
production in Kores might be 10,000,000 koku, less as the produc-

tion in 1959 would be lh,078,8h2 koku and that of the preceding
year was 23,18l 867 koku. Furthermore, the consumption in Korea
1tself was gradually increasing, resulting in 1 great decrease of
Supply from there, thus the extreme shortage of fond in Japan proper
became serious. | '

Under this condition, the only way to inecreasc food supply was
to import from abroad, but as N was that Japan

nad to adjust food Supply by ] S€S on the one hand, an
import plan through the cereal i AL year was not fixed owing to
the financial condition of the import fund. On the other hand, it
7AS necessary to Supply cereal by importing come POrtion divided
Into several periods through the iseal year,

..5..
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At ths commencement of this period import was
were able to buy more rice than we exprected
fund, but 28 the government had annoiv ~ed the import »lan offi-
clally from the viewpoin. of stabilization °0f people's mind, it
resulted in exciting the gelling countries v

710 raised the price
of rice so mucz, and we needed more

S money. lloreover, the shortarce
0l' shipping increased difficulty also upon importing., ~ ‘

golng well, We
wit .in the prenared

In spite of our effc ts to import cer al, it had hae-me more
And more difficult as time elspsed,
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DEFONENT  HASUMI Yasushi /Sesl
I

) Tsuruo, hereby certi
sworn by beponent, who affixed
in the presencs of this Witness

S .

above
signature and

On the same dato

1okyo

/ Takano Tsuruo (seal)

¢ A m
Al

In accordance with my conscience, I swear to tell the whole
truth, withholding nothing and adding nothing.

JASUMI Yasushi (ecal)




