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to the FEC., Thie 1atterﬁact10n wee taken in 1ssulng the
directive concerning economic stabilizatlon.

I believe your conclusion 1e sound that informal action
is insufficient to accomplish the desired purge modifications.
The administrative and executive interpretatlon of FEC pollcles
1s a matter solely for SCAP determination. The origineal US
directive to you which was filed with the Far Eastern Advisory
Commiseion was presented sole y for information of the FEAC
and wee later circulated, by the Far Eastern Commisslion Secre-
tariat, to the FEC agaln solely for information. FEC-0l5 has
no force as a policy directive of the FEC and may be modifled
or rescinded unilaterally by the U.8, The U.S, would as a
matter of courteey inform the other FEC members of its actlon
with respect thereto. We are reviewlng with the State Depart-
ment the most appropriate method of handling this question and
will inform you earliest. In the meantime you are authorized
to delay implementation of Par 13 NSC 13/2.

It is important to emphasize that modification of the
purge 1e desirable to permlt appeal and review 1n those cases,
where specific FEC policy would not be contravened, in which
agsumption of guilt by reason of holding key positions rather
than proof of gullt resulted in the purge of individuals.

The action teken in November 1945 was to a degree at least
baeed on the assumption that certain individuale were gullty
unless proved innocent, and subject to purge simply because

they were
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they were in a partlcular category rather than because of

personal gullt., Thie 18 contrary to the universally accepted

American concept of Jjustice and 1t 18 desirable to correct

this implication to the extent possible within FEC directives,
and also to take account that the purge was without age limlt,.
You will be advised when the appropriate method of implementing

the purge modifications has been agreed upon here,

Concerning your reference ln urad C 66402 to ourad WAR

80599, this matter can be handled separately and will be taken

up in another message.

Concerning your C 66456, the directive in ourad W 81395 seems

to have bren drafted by the US over & year and a half ago and

presented to the FEC exactly one year prior to ite adoption

by that body. The FEC sction to the degree that 1t requires

extension of the purge to positions not already covered 1ls an

extension of the purge and thereby inconsistent with NSC 13/2,

It 18 expected that there will be no further action by FEC of
this character. However, para 13 of thatl FEC directive does
recognize that SCAP may lssue subsequent directives to the

Japanese concerning the purge.

In preparing NSC 13/2 it was recognized that, in many

instances, in light of previous policles and commitments, 1t

posed no easy task for you. The Nati nal Securilty Council felt,

however, that you would find, 1in the authority that you poesess

and in
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and in your wide background of experience, means for seeing

that progrese is made, gradually and smoothly and with a minl-

mum of disturbance of public opinion, in the direction of the

goals outlined in the NBC paper,
I have shown thies message to the Chlef of Staff and Acting

Secretary of S8tate who agree with 1t.
Request a reply at the earliest practicable date.
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Washington,

CONFIDENTIAL

Dec. 29, 1048

els and Designe in Territories

wlth Japan by vote of 5 (Canada, India,
New Zealand, UK, US) to 1 (USBR) opposed with 5 abstentions,

Replacement of Loet Cultural ObJecte (SC-272/10) and
Removal of Ailrcraft and Private M

(8C-312) retained on agenda,

unitions Plante from Japan
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The item identified below has been withdrawn from this file:

In the review of this file this item was removed because access to it is
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[___I Otherwise Restricted Information
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The Department would appreciate recelving text
and full comment Premier Yoghida's interview with the
“iited Press December 27, 1948 in which he 18 reported
to have discussed inter aila General lacArthur's recom-
mendatione for Japan's economic recovery, the effect

upon Japan of the Communists victories in China, and a

new "purge board',
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