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PREFACE.

Ii is with real pleasure that I am writing
this preface to the Chinese edition of my book.
This is the first time as far as I know that any
of my writings have been translated into & non-
European language.

With - Bertrand Russell and many other
clear-sighted people in Europe, I am firmlx
convinced that China will lead the progress. of
human civilisation in the big continent of Asia,
a continent in many respects so much more
important than our little Europe!

The subjects discussed in & very tentative
and sketchy manner in the present book may be
of some interest to modern Chinese society.
The family, above all in its religious aspect,
has been the greatest source of strength to
Chinese society and Chinese culture. The ol
Chinese family, which must be an object ot
admiration, almost of worship to all sound stu-
dents of human society, for it was so beautiful
in many réspects, is at present bound to become
modified. All who wish well for the future of
the Chinese nation hope that this modification
may be not so drastic as to touch the moat
important relationship, that of children to
parents. The present book, which deals with
this relation, may setimulate some Chinese



students to deveiop the subject mom failv. If
be could nope tnat a compeeative esssy on the
constraciion of the Chiness sad Kuropean fami-
lies, or om the family in China and in Melanesia,
could b fortheowing, T shoald regerd it that
my labeurs had oot bsen in vain.

I wish to express bow ek | valus the
work that Mr. Li An-che has put into the iran-
slaticn of this book.

5. MALINOWSK]
&#th Febraary 1498%.

Departineut of Anthropalogy
Unirversity of London,
(London School of Economics).
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