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I i 939
PREFACE

“The day that reduces a man to slavery takes from him the
half of his virtue,”—Homer.

“Our system of Government in India is not caleulated to rais
the character of those subject to it, nor is the present system of
education one to do more than over-educate the few, leaving the
mass of the people asignorant as ever and still mere atthe mercy
of the few learned; in fact, it is an extension of the demoralizing
Brahminridden policy, which, perhaps, has more retarded the
progress of civilization and improvementin Indiagenerallythan
anything else.”

- Col. G. J. Haly—On Fisheriers in India.

“Many ages have elapsed since peculiar resourceswere afforded
to the Brahmins; but the most considerate cosmopolite would
hesitate to enrol them amongst the benefactors of the world.
They boast of vast stores of ancient learning. They have amassed
great riches, and been invested with unbounded power, but to
what good end ? They have cherished the most degrading
superstitions and practised the most shameless impostures.
Theyhave arrogated to themselve sthe possession and enjoyment
of the rarest gifts of fortune and perpetuated the most revolting
system known to the world. It is only from a diminution of their
abused power that we can hope to accomplish the great work of
national regeneration."

Mead’s Sepoy Revolt.

Recent researches have demonstrated beyond a shadow of
doubt that the Brahmans were not the aborigines of India. At
some remote period of antiquity, probably more than 3000 years
ago, the Aryan progenitors of the present Brahmin Race descended
upon the plains of Hindoostan from regions lying beyond the
Indus, the Hindoo Koosh, and other adjoining tracts. According
to Dr. Pritchard, the Ethnologist, they were an off-shoot of the
Great Indo-European race, from whom the Persians, Medes, and
other Iranian nations in Asia and the principal nations in
Europe like-wise are descended. The affinity existing between
the Zend, the Persian and the Sanskrii languages, as also
between all the European languages, unmistakably points to a
common source or origin. It appears also more than probable
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that the original cradle of this race being an arid, sandy and
mountainous region, and one ill calculated to afford them the
sustenance which their growing wants required, they branched
off into colonies, East and West. The extreme fertility of the soil
in India, itsrich productions, the proverbial wealth of its people,
and the otherinnumerable gifts Wijch thisfavouredland enjoys,
and which have more recently tempted the cupidity of the
Western nations, no doubt, attracted the Aryans, who came to
India, not as simple emigrants with peaceful intentions of
colonization, but as conquerors. They appear to have been arace
imbued with very high notions of self, extremely cunning,
arrogant and bigoted. Such self-gratulatory, pride-flattering
epithets as 37" 54 ete., with which they designated themselves,
confirm us in our opinion of their primitive character, which they
have preserved up to the present time, with, perhaps, little
change for the better. The aboringies whom the Aryans
subjugated, or displaced, appear to have been a hardy and brave
people from the determined front which they offered to these
interlopers. Such opprobrious terms, as (3[5) sudra ‘insignificant,’
H=THT ‘the great foe’ 3@, TSt ete. with which they designated
them, undoubtedly show that originally they offered the greatest
resistance in their power to their establishing themselves in the
country, and hence the great aversion and hatred in which they
are held. From many customs* traditionally handed down to us,
as well as from the mythological legends contained in the sacred
books of the Brahmins, it is evident that there had been a hard
struggle for ascendancy between the two races. The wars of
Devas and Daityas or the Rakshasas, about which so many
fictions are found scattered over the sacred books of the Brahmins,
have certainly a reference to this primeval struggle. The original
inhabitants with whom these earthborn Gods, the Brahmins,
fought, were not inappropriately termed Rakshas, that is the

* A most remarkable and striking corroboration of these views is {6 be found
in the religious rites observed on some of the grand festivals which have a
reference to Bali Raja, the great king who appears to have reigned once in
the hearts and affections of the Sudras and whom the Brahmin rulers
displaced. On the day of Dashare, the wife the sisters of a Sudra, when he
returns from his worship of the Shami Tree and after the distribution of
its leaves, which are regarded on that day as equivalent to gold, amongst



[

—

B
e
.

~ JorHfl | 935

protectors of the land. The incredible and foolish legends regar-
ding their form and shape are. no doubt mere chimeras, the fact
being that these people were of superior stature and hardy
make. Under such leaders as Brahma, Purshram and others, the

- Brahmins waged very protracted wars against the original
inhabitants. They eventually succeeded in establishing their
supremacy and subjugating the aborigines to their entire control.
Accounts of these conquests, enveloped with a mass ofincredible
fiction, are found in the books of the Brahmins. In someinstances.
they were compelled to emigrate, and in others wholesale
extermination was resorted to. The cruelties which the European
settlers practised on the American Indians on their first
settlement in the New World, had certainly their parallel in
India on the advent of the Aryans and their subjugation of the

| aborigines. The cruelties and inhuman atrocities which
Parshuram committed on the Kshetrias, the people of this
land, if we are to believe even one tenth of what the legends say
regarding him, surpass our belief and show that he was more a
fiend than a God. Perhaps in the whole range of history it is
scarcely possible to meet with such another characfer as that of
Purshram, so selfish, infamous, cruel and iwwhuman, The deeds
of Nerg, Alaric of Machiavelli sink into insignificance before the
ferocity of Parshuram . The myriads of men and defenceless
children whom he butchered, simply with a view to the
establishment of his coreligionists on a secure and perraanent
basis in this land, is a fact for which generations ought to
execrate his name, rather than deify it.

This, is short, is the history of Brahmin domination in India.
They originally Settled on the banks ofthe Gangeswhence they

his friends, relations and acquaintances, be & ‘greated, at Home with &
welcome 22T [zt et anfor geiil v 4y "Tat all troubles and migery go, and
the kingdom of Bali come.” whereas the wife and sisters of'a Srahmin place:
on that dav in the foreground of the honse an vnage of Baii, mede generally
of wheaten arother flour, and wisn the Brabmin returns fom his sworship
of the Shami Tree he taker the stalk of it, pokes with if the beliy of the
image and then passes into the house. Thiz contrariety, in the zeligious
customs and naages obtaining amongst the fudims and tHe Brajuming and
of which many mere examples might be ars

ced, can be expl.ﬂrmd 08 0o
other supposition but that which T have triea to confiom and elucidate in
these pages:
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gradually spread over the whole of India. In order, however, to
keep a better hold on the people they devised that weird system
of mythology, the ordination of caste, and the code of cruel and
inhuman laws, to which we can find no parallel amongst other
nations. They founded a system of priesteraft so galling in its
tendency and operation, the like of which we can hardly find
anywhere since the times of the Druids. The institution of Caste,
which has been the main object of their laws, had no existence
among them originally. That it was an after-creation of their
deep cunning is evident from their own writings. The highest
rights, the highest privileges and gifts, and everything that
would make the life of a Brahmin easy, smoothgoing and happy-
everything that would conserve or flatter their self-pride—were
specially inculcated, and enjoined, whereas the Sudras and
Atisudras were regarded with supreme hatred and contempt,
and the commonest rights of humanity were denied them. Their
touch, nay, even their shadow, is deemed a pollution. They are
considered as mere chattels, and their life of no more value than
that of meanest reptile; for it is enjoined that if a Brahmin, "kill
a cat or an inchneumon, the bird Chasha, or a frog or a dog, a
lizard, an owl, a crow or asSudra" he is absolved of his sin by
performing the Tisavl JrAf9ad, a fasting penance, perhaps for a
few hours or a day and requiring not much labour or trouble.
While for a Sudra to kill a Brahmin is considered the most
heinous offence he could commit, and the forfeiture of his life is
the only punishmenthis crimeis considered to merit. Happily for
our Sudra brethren of the present day our enlightened British
Rulers have not recognized these preposterous, inhuman and
unjust penal enactments of the Brahmin legislators. They no
doubtregard them more as ridiculous fooleries than as equitable
laws. Indeed, no man possessing even a grain of common sense
would regard them as otherwise. Any one, who feels disposed to
look alittle moreinto the laws and ordinances as embodied in the
Manava Dharma Shastra and other works of the same class,
would undoubtedly be impressed with the deep cunning
underlying them all. It may not, perhaps, be out of place to cite
here a few more instances in which the superiority or excellence
of the Brahminsis held and enjoined on pain of Divine displeasure.

The Brahmin is styled the Lord of the Universe, even equal to the
God himself. He is to be worshipped, served and respected by all.
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' A Brahmin can do no wrong.

Nevershall the king slay a Brahmin, though hehas committed
i all possible crimes.

To save the life of Brahmin any falsehood may be told. There
is no sin in it.
No one is to take away anything belonging to a Brahmin.

Aking, though dying with want, must not receive any tax from
a Brahmin, nor suffer him to be afflicted with hunger or the
whole kingdom will be afflicted with famine.

The feet of Brahmin are holy. In his left foot reside all the et
(holy waters at places of pilgrimage) and by dippingitinto water
he makes it as holy as the waters at the holiest of shrines.

A Brahmin niay compel a man of the servile class to perform
servile duty, because such a man was created by the almighty
only for the purpose of serving Brahmins.

A Sudra, though emancipated by his master, is not released
from state of servitued: for being born in a state which is natural
to him, by whom can he be divested of his natural attributes?

Let a Brahmin not give temporal advice nor spiritual counsel
to a Sudra. i

No superfluous occumluation of wealth shall be made by a
Sudra, even though he has the power to make it, since a servile
man who has amassed riches becomes proud, and by his insolence
or neglect he gives pain even to Brahmins.

If a Sudra cohabit with a Brahmanee adulteress, his life is to
be taken. But if a Brahmin goes even unto the lawful wife of a
Sudra he is exempted from all corporal punishment,

It would be needless to go on multiplying instances such as
. these. Hundreds of similar ordinances including many more of
a worse character than these can be found scattared over their
hooks. But what can have been the motives and objects of such
cruel and inhuman Laws ? They are, I believe, apparent toallbut
to the infatuated, the blind and the selfinterested. Anyone who
runs may read them. Their main object in fabricating these
falsehoods was to dupe the minds of the ignorant and to rivet
firmly on them the chains of prepetual bondage and slavery
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which their selfishness and cunning had forged. The severity of
the laws as affecting then Sudras, and the intense hatred with
which they were regarded by the Brahmins can be explainded on
no other supposition but that there was, originally between the
two, a deadly feud, arising as we have shown above, frem the
advent of the latter into this land. It is surprising to think what
amass of specious fiction these interlopers invented with a view
tohold the original occupiers of the soil fast in their clutches, and
working on their credulity, rule securely for ages yet to come.
Anyone who will consider well the whole history of Brahmin
domination in India, and the tharldom under which it has
retained the people even upto the present day, will agree with us
in thinking that no language could be too harsh by which to
chamcter-ige_ the selfish heartlessness and the consummate
cunning of the Brahmin tyranny by which India has been solong
governed. How far the Brahmins have succeeded in their
endeavours to enslave the minds of the Surdras and Atisudras,
these of them who have come to know the true state of matters
know well to their cost. For generations past they have borne
these chains of slavery and bundage. Innumerable Bhut writers,
with the selfsame objects as those of Manu and cthers of his
class, added from timeth time to the existing mass of legends, the
idle phantasies of their own brains and nalmed them off upon the
ignorant masses as Divine inspiration, or as the acts of the Deity
himself. The most immorai, inhuman, unjust actions and deeds
have been attributed to that Being who is our Creator, Governor
and Protector, and whois all Holiness himself. These biasphemous
writings, the products of the distempered brains of these
interlopers, were received as gospel truths, for to doubts them
was considered as the most unpardonable of sins. This system of
slavery, to which the Brahmins reduced the lower classesisin no
respects inferior to that which nbtained a few years ago in
America. In the days of rigid Brahmin dominancy, so lately as
that of the time of the Peshwa, my Sudra bretheren bad even
greater hardships and oppression prastised gxpon them than
what even the siaves in America had to suffer. To this system of
selfish superstition and bigotry, we aretoatiribute the stagnation
anc ali the evils under which India has heen groaning for many
centuries past. It will, indeed. he difficult to name a singie
adyantage which accrued to the aborigines from the advent of
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this intensely selfish and tyrannical sect. The Indian Ryot (the
" Gudra and Atisudra) has been in fact a proverbial Mileh Cow. He
has passed from hand to hand. Those who successively held sway
over him cared only to fatten themselves on the sweat of his
brow, without caring for lis welfare or condition. Itwas sufficient
for their purpose that they held him safe in their clutches for
squeezing out of him as much as they possibly could. The
Brahmin had at last so contrived to entwine himself round the
Sudra in every large or small undertaking, in every domestic or
public business, that the latter is by custom quite unable to
transact any concern of moment without his aid.

This is even true at the present time. While the Sudra on the
other hand is so far reconciled to the Brahmin yoke, that like the
American slave he would resist any attempt that may be made
for his deliverance and fight even against his benefactor. Under
the guise of religion the Brahmin has his finger in every thing,
big or small, which the Sudra undertakes. Go to his house, tohis
field or to the court to which business may invite him, the
Brahmin is there under some specious pertext or other, trying to

‘squeeze out of him as much as his cunning and wily brain can
manage. The Brahmin depoils the Sudra not only in his capacity
of a priest, but does so in a variety of other ways. Having by his
superior education and cunning monopolized all the higher
places of emolument the ingenuity of his ways is past finding out
asthereader will find on an attentive perusal of this book, In the
most insignificant village as in the largest town, the Brahmin is
the all in all; the be all the end all of the Ryot. He is the master,
the ruler. The Patil of a village, the headman, is in fact a
nonentity. The Kulkarni, the hereditary Brahmin villlage
accountant, the notorious guarrle-monger, moulds the Patil
according to his wishes. Heis the temporal and spiritual adviser
of the ryots, the Soucar in his necessities and the general referee
in all matters. In most instances the plans active m_iSchief by
advising opposite parties differently, so that he may feather his
own nest well. Ifwe go up higher, to the Court of Mamlutdar, we
find the same thing. The first anxiety of Mamlutdar is to get
round him, if not his own relatives, his castemen to fill the
various offices under him. These actively foment quarrles and
are the media of all corrupt practices prevailing generally about
these Courts. If a Sudra or Atisudra repairs to his Court; the
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treatment which he receivesis askin to what the meanest reptile
gets. Instead of his case receiving a patient and careful hearing,
a choice lot of abuse is showered on his devoted head, and his
prayer is set aside on some pretext or other. Whereasif one of his
own castemen were to repair to the Court on the self-same
business, he is received with all courtesy and there is hardly any
time lostin getting the matter right. If we goup still higher to the
Collector's and Revenue Commissioner's Courts and to the other
Department of the Public Services, the Engineering, Educational
etc. the same system is carried out on a smaller or greater scale.
The higher European officers generally view men and things
through Brahmin spectacles, and hence the deplorableignorance
they often exhabit in forming a correct estimate of them. [ have
tried to place before my readers in the concluding portions of this
book what expedients are employed by these Brahmin officials
for fleecing the Kunbee in the various department to which
business or his necessities induce him to resort. Any one knowing
intimately the working of the different departments, and the
secret springs which are in motion, will unhesitatingly concur
with me in saying that what I have described in the following
pages is not one hundredth part of the regueries that are
generally practised on my poor, illiterate and ignorant Sudra
breathren. Though-the Brahmin of the old Peshwa school is not
quite the same as the Brahmin of the present day, though the
march of Westen idea and civilization is undoubtedly telling on
his superstition and biogotry, he has not as yet abandoned his
time-cherished notions of superiority or the dishonesty of his
ways. The Beef, the Mutton, the intoxicating beverages stronger
and more fiery than the famed Somarasa, which their ancestors
oncerelished, asthe veriest dainties are fast findinginnunerable
votaries among them. '

The Brahmin of the present time finds to some extent, like
Othello, that his occupation is gone. But knowing full well this
state of affairs is the Brahmin inclined to makes atonement for
his past selfishness ? Perhaps, it would have been useless to
repine over what has been suffered and what has passed away,
had the present state been all that is desirable. We know
perfectly well that the Brahmin will not descend from his self-
raised high pedestal and meet his Kunbee and low castes
brethren on an equal footing without a struggle. Even the
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educated Brahmin who knows his exact position and how he has
come by it, will not condescend to acknowledge the errors of his

forefathers and willingly forego the long cherished false notions

ofhis own superiority. At present not one has the moral courage

to do what only duly demands, and as long as this countinues,

one sect distrusting and degrading another sect, the condition of
the Sudras will remain unaltered, and India will never advance

in greatness or prosperity.

Perhaps a part of the blame in brining matters to this crisis
may be justly laid to the credit of the Government. Whatever
may have been their motives in providing ampler funds and
greater facilities for higher education and neglecting that of the
masses, it will be acknowledged by all thatin justice to the latter
this is not as it should be. It is an admitted fact that the greater
portions of the revenues of the Indian Empire are derived from
the Ryot's labor-from the sweat of his brow. The higher and
richer classess contribute little ornothingtothe State exchequer.
A well informed English writer states that,-

“Our income is derived, not from surplus profits, but from
capital; not from luxuries but from the poorest necessaries. Itis
the products of sin and tears.” ¢

That Government should expend profusely a large portion of
revenue thus raised, on the education of the higher classess, for
it is these only who take advantage of it, it anything but just or
equitable. Their object in patronising this virtual high class
education appears to be to prepare scholars, "Who, it 1s thought
would in time vend learning without money and without price."
If we can inspire." say they "the love of knowledge in the minds
of the superior classes, the result wiil be a higher standard of
morals in the casesof the individuals, alarge amount of affection
for the British Government, and an unconquerable desire to
spread among their own countrymen the intellectual blessings
which they have received.”

Regarding these objects of Government the writer, above
alluded to, states that :-

“We have never heard of philesophy more benevolent and

more utopian. It is prosposed by men who witness the wondrous
changes brought about in the Western world, purely by the
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agency of popular knowldege, to redress the defects of the two
hundred millions of India, by giving superior education on the
superior classes and to them only,” s “ We ask the friends of
Indian Universities to favour us with a single example of the
truth of their theory from the instance which have already fallen
within the scope of their experience. They have educated many
childeren of wealthy men, and have been the means of advancing
very materially the worldly prospects of some of their pupils. But
what contribution have these made to the great work of
regenerating their fellowmen ? How have they begun to act upon
the masses ? Have any ofthem formed classes at theirownhomes
or elsewhere, for the instruction of their less fortunate or less
wise countrymen? Or have they kept their knowledge to
. themselves, as a personal gift, not to be soiled by contact with the
ignorant vulgar ? Have they in any way shown themselves
anxious to advance the general interests and repay philanthropy
with patriotism? Upon what ground is it asserted that the best
way to advance the moral and intellectual welfare of the people
is to raise the standard of instruction among the higher classes?
A glorious argument this for aristoeracy, were it only tenable. To
show the growth if the national happiness, it would only be
necessary to refer to the number of pupils at the colleges and the
lists of academic degrees. Each wrangler would be accounted a
national benefactor; and the existence of Deans and Protors
would be associated, like the game laws and the tenpound
frenchise, with the best interests of the Constitution.”

Perhaps the most glaring tendency of the Government system
of high class education has been the virtual monopoly of all the
higher offices under them by the Brahmins. If the welfare of the
Ryot is at heart, if it is the duly of Government to check a host of
abuses, it behavoes them to narrow this monopoly, day by day,
so as to allow a sprinkling of the other castes to getinto the public
service. Perhaps some might be inclined to say that it is not
feasible in the present state of education. Our only reply is that
if Government look a little less after higher education and more
towards the education of the masses, the former being able to
take care of itself, there would be no difficulty in training up a
body of men every way qualified and perhaps far better in morals
and manners. s



gﬁT‘?ﬁTﬁ 5218

My object in writing the present volume is not only to tell my
Sudra bretheren how they have been duped by the Brahmins,
but also to open the eyes of Government o the pernicious system
of high class education which has hitherto been so persistently
followed and which statemen like Sir George Campbell the
present Lieutenant Governor of Bengal withbroad and universal
sympathies, are finding to be highly mischievous and pernicious
to theinterests of Government. I sincerely hope that Government
will ere long see the error of their ways, trust less to writers or
men who look through high class spectacles and take the glory
into their own hands of emancipating my Sudra brethren from
the trammels of bondage which the Brahmins have woven round
them like the coils of a serpent. It isno less the duly of such of my
Sudra brethren as have received any education to place before
Government the true state of their fellowmen and endeavour to
the best of their power to emancipate themselves from Brahmin
thraldom. Let there be school for the Sudras in every village; but
away with all Brahmin school-masters ! The Sudras are ‘the life
and sinews of the country, and it is to them alone and to the
Brahmins that the Government must ever look to tide them over
their difficulties, financial as well as political. Ifthe hearts and
minds of the Sudras are made happy and contented the British
Government need have no fear for their loyalty in the future.

Joteerao Phooley

ist June, 1873.
e s
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Memorial Addressed To The
Education Commission

A Statement for the information of the
Education commission

My experience in educational matters is principally
confined to Poona and the surrounding village. About 25 years
ago, the missionaries had established a female school at Poona
but no indigenous school for girls existed at the time. [
therefore, was induced, about the year 1854,* to establish such
a school, and in which I and my wife worked together for many
years. After some time I placed this school under the
management of a committee of educated natives. Under their
auspices two more schools were opened in different parts of the
town. A year after the institution of the female schools, I also
established an indigenous mixed school for the lower classes,
especially the Maharas and Mangs. Two more schools for these
classes were subsequently added. Sir Erskine Perry, the
president of the late Educational Board, and Mr. Lumsdain,
the then Secretary to Government, visited the female schools
and were much pleased the the movement set on foot and
presented me with a pair of shawls. I continued to work in them
for nearly 9 to 10 years, but owing to circumstances, which it
is needless here to detail, I seceded from the work. These female
schools still exist, having been made over by the committee to
the Educational Department under the management of Mrs.
Mitchell. A school for the lower classes, Mahars and Mangs,
also exists at the present day, but not in a satisfactory
condition. I have also been a teacher for some years in a mission
female boarding school. My principal experience was gained in
connection with these schools. I devoted some attention also
to the primary education available in the Presidency and have
had some opportunities of forming an opinion as to the system
and personnel employed in the lower schools of the Educational
Department. I wrote some years ago a Marathi pamphlet
exposing the religious practices of the Brahmins and
incidentally among other matters, adverted therein to present

*F 5T Iy ST 9449 ST SrTEET Hie.
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system of education, which by providing ampler funds for
higher education tended to educate Brahmins and the higher
classes only, and to leave the masses wallowing in ignorance
and poverty. I summarised the views expressed in the book in
an English preface attached thereto, portion of which I
reproduce here so far as they relate to the present enquiry :—

"Perhaps a part of the blame in bringing matters to this
crisis may be justly laid to the credit of the Government.
Whatever may have been their motives in providing ampler
funds and greater facilities for higher education, and neglecting
that of the masses, it will be acknowledged by all that in justice
to the latter this is not as is should be. It is an admitted fact
that the greater portion of the revenues of the Indian Empire
are derived from the ryot's labour—form the sweat of his brow.
The Higher and richer classes contribute little or nothing to
the state exchequer. A wellsinformed English writer states that
our income is derived, not from surplus profits, but from capital;
not from luxuries, but from poorest necessaries. It is the
product of sin and tears.

"The Government should expend profusely a large portion
of revenue thus raised, on the education of the higher classes,
for it is these only who take advantage of it, is anything but
just or equitable. Their object in patronising this virtual high
class education appears to be to prepare scholars who, it is
thought would in time vend learning without money and
without price. If we can inspire, say they, the love of knowledge
in the minds of the superior classes, the result will be a higher
standard, of morals in the cases of the individuals, a large
amount of affection for the British Government, and
unconquerable desire to spread among their own countrymen
the intellectual blessings which they have received.

"Regarding these objects of Government the writer above
alluded to, states that we have never heard of philosophy more
benevolent and more utopion. It is proposed by men who
witness the wondrous changes brought about in the Western
world, purely by the agency of popular knowledge, to redress
the defects of the two hundred millions of India, by giving
superior education to the superior classes and to them only.
We ask the friends of Indian Universities to favour us with a
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single example of the truth of their theory from the instances
which have already fallen within the scope of their experience.
They have educated many children of wealthy men and have
been the means of advancing very materially the wordly
prospects of some of their pupils. But what contribution have
these made to great work of regenerating their fellowmen? How
have they begun to act upon the masses? Have any of them
formed classes at their own homes or elsewhere, for the
instruction of their less fortunate or less wise countrymen? Or
have they kept their knowledge to themselves, as a personal
gift, not to be soiled by contact with the ignorant vulgar? Have
they in any way shown themselves anxious to advance the
general interests and repay the philanthropy with patriotism?
Upon what grounds is it asserted that the best way to advance
the moral and intellectual welfare of the people is to raise the
standard of instruction among the higher classes? A glorious
arguments this for aristocracy, were it only tenable. To show
the growth of the national happiness, it would only be necessary
to refer to the number of pupils at the colleges and the lists
of academic degrees. Each wrangler would be accounted a
national benefactor; and the existenc of Deans and Proctors
would be associated, like the game laws and the ten-pound
franchise, with the best interests of the constitution.

"One of the most glaring tendencies of Government system
of high class education has been the virtual monopoly of all the
higher offices under them by Brahmins. If the welfare of the
Ryot is at heart, if it is the duty of Government to check a host
of abuses, it behoves them to narrow this monopoly day by day
so as to allow a sprinkling of the other castes to get into the
public services. Perhaps some might be inclined to say that it
is not feasible in the present state of education. Qur only reply
is that if Government look a little less after higher education
which is able to take care of itself and more towards the
education of the masses there would be no difficulty in training
up a body of men every way qualified and perhaps far better
in morals and manners.

"My object in writing the present volume is not only to tell
"my Shudra brethren how they have been duped by the
Brahmins, but also to open the eyes of Government to that
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pernicious system of high class education, which has hitherto
been so persistently followed, and which statesmen like Sir
George Campbell, the present Lieutenant Governor of Bengal,
with broad universal sympathies, are finding to be highly
mischievous and pernicious to the interests of Government. I
sincerely hope that Government will are long see that error of
their ways, trust less to writers or men who look through
highclass spectacles, and take the glory into their own hands
of emancipating my Shudra brethren from the trammels of
bondage which the Brahmins have woven around them like the
coils of a serpent. It is no less the duty of each of my Shudra
brethren as have received any education, to place before
Government the true state of their fellowmen and endeavour
to the best of their power to emancipate themselves from
Brahmin thraldom. Let there be schools for the Shudras in very
village; but away with all Brahmin school-masters! The
Shudras are the life and sinews of the country, and it is to them
alone, and not to the Brahmins, that Government must ever
look to tide over their difficulties, financial as well as political.
If the hearts and minds of the Shudras are made happy and
contented, the British Government need have no fear for their
loyalty in the future."

PRIMARY EDUCATION

There is little doubt that primary education among the
masses in this Presidency has been very much neglected.
Although the number of primary schools now in existence is
greater than those existing a few years ago, yet they are not
commensurate to the requirements of the community.
Government collect a special cess for educational purposes, and
it is to be regreatted that this fund is not spent for the purposes
for which it is collected. Nearly nine-tenths of the villages in
this Presidency, or nearly 10 lakhs of children, it is said, are
without any provision, whatever, for primary instruction. A
good deal of their poverty, their want of self-reliance, their
entire dependence upon the learned and intelligent classes, is
attributable to this deplorable state of education among the
peasantry.

Even in fowns the Brahmis, the Purbhoos, the hereditary
classes, who generally live by the occupation of pen, and the
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trading classes seek primary instruction. The cultivating and
the other classes, as a rule, do not generally avial themselves
of the same. A few of the latter class are found in primary and
secondary schools, but owing to their poverty and other causes
they do not continue long at school. As there are no special
inducements for these to continue at school, they naturally
leave of as soon as they find any menial or other occupation.
In village also most of the cultivating classes hold aloof, owing
to extreme poverty, and also because they require their children
to tend cattle and look after their fields. Beside and increase
in the number of schools, special inducements in the shape of
scholarships and half-yearly or annual prizes, to encourage
them to send their children to school and thus create in them
a taste for learning, is most essential. I think primary education
of the masses should be made compulsory up to a certain age,
say at least 12 years. Muhammadans also hold aloof from these
schools, as they some-how evince no liking for Marathi or
English. There are a few Muhammadans primary schools where
thier own language is taught. The Mahars, Mangs, and other
lower classes are practically exculuded from all schools owing
to caste prejudices, as they are not allowed to sit by the children
of higher castes. Consequently special schools for these have
been opened by Government. But these exist only in large town.
In the whole of Poona and for a population exceeding over 5,000
people, there is only one school, and in which the attendance
is under 30 boys. This state of matters is not at all creditable
to the educational authorities. Under the promise of the
Queen's Proclamation I beg to urge that Mahars, Mangs, and
other lower classes, where their number is large enough, should
have separate schools for them, as they are not allowed to
attend the other schools owing to caste prejudices.

In the present state of education, payment by results is not
at all suitable for the promotion of education amongst a poor
and ignorant people, as no taste has yet been created among
them for education. I do not think any teacher would undertake
to open schools on his own account among these people, as he
would not be able to make a living by it. Government school_s
and special inducements, as noted above, are essential until
such a taste is created among them.
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With regard to the few Government primary schools that
exist in the Presideny, I beg to observe that the primary
education imparted in them is not at all placed on a satisfactory
or sound basis. The system is imperfect in so far as it does not
prove practical and useful in the future career of the pupils.
The system is capable of being developed up to the requirement
of the community, if improvements that will result in its future
usefulness be effected in it. Both the teaching machinery
employed and the course in instruction now followed, require
a thorough remodelling.

(a) The teachers now employed in the primary schools are
almost all Brahf’nins; a few of them are from the normal
training college, the rest being all untrained men. Their salaries
are very low, seldom exceeding Rs. 10, and their attainments
also very meagre. But as a rule they are all unpractical men,
and the boys who learn under them generally imbibe inactive
habits and try to obtainm service, to the avoidance of their
hereditary or other hardy or independent professions. I think
teachers for primary schools should be trained, as far as
possible, out of the cultivating classes, who will be able to mix
freely with them and understand their wants and wishes much
better than a Brahmin teacher, who generally holds himself
aloof under religious prejudices. These would, moreover,
exercise a more beneficial influence over the masses than
teachers of other classes, and who will not feel ashamed to hold
the handle of a plough or the carpenter's adze when required,
and who will be able to mix themselves readily with the lower
orders of society. The course of training for them ought to
include, besides the ordinary subjects, an elementary
knowledge of agriculture and sanitation. The untrained
teachers should, except when thoroughly efficient, be replaced
by efficient trained teachers. To secure a better class of teachers
and to improve their position, better salaries should be given.
Their salaries should not be less than Rs. 12 and in larger
villages should be at least Rs. 15 or 20. Associating them in
the village polity as auditors of village accounts or registrars
of deeds, or village postmasters or stamp vendors, would
improve their status, and thus exert a beneficial influence over
the people among whom they live. The schoolmasters of village
schools who pass a large number of boys should also get some
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special allowance other than their pay, as an encouragement
to them.

(b) The course of instruction should consist of reading,
writing modi, and Balbodh and accounts, and a rudimentary
. knowledge of, general history, general geography, and
grammar, also an elementary knowledge of agriculture and a
few lessons on moral duties and sanitation. The studies in the
village schools might be fewer than those in larger villages and
towns, but not the less practical. In connection with lessons in
agriculture, a small model farm, where practical instruction to
the pupils can be given, would be a decided advantage and, if
really efficiently managed, would productive of the greatest
good to the country. The text-book in use, both in the primary
and Anglovernacular schools, require revision and recasting as
much as they are not practical or progressive in thier scope.
Lessons on technical education and morality, sanitation and
agriculture, and some useful arts, should be interspersed
among them in progressive series. The fees in the primary
schools should be as 1 to 2 from the children of cess-payers and
non-cesspayers.

(c) The supervising agency over these primary schools is also
very defective and insufficient. The Deputy Inspector's visit
once a year can hardly be of any appreciable benefit. All these
schools ought at least to be inspected quarterly if not oftener.
I would also suggest the advisability of visiting these schools
at other times and without any intimation being given. No
reliance can be placed on the district or village officers owing
to the multifarious duties devolving on them, as they seldom
find time to visit them and when they do, their examination
is necessarily very superficial and imperfect. European
Inspector's supervision is also occasionaly very desirable, as it
will tend to exercise a very efficient control over the teachers
generally.

(d) The number of primary schools should be increased—

(1) By utilising such of the indigenous schools as shall be
or are conducted by trained and certificated teachers,
by giving them liberal grants-in-aid.

(2) By making over one half of the local cess fund for
primary education alone.
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(8) By .compelling, under a statuory enactment,
municipalities to maintain all the primary schools
within their respective limits.

(4) By an adequate grant from the prov1nc1a1 or imperial
funds.

Prizes and scholarships to pupils, and capitation or other
allowance to the teachers, as an encouragement, will tend to
render these schools more efficient.

The Municipalities in large towns should to asked to
contribute whole share of the expenses incurred on primary
schools within the municipal areas. But in no case ought the
management of the same to be entirely made over to them.
They should be under the supervision of the Educationl
Department.

The municipalties should also give grants-in-aid to such
secondary and private English schools as shall be conducted
according to the rules of the Educationl Department, where
their funds permit, such grants-in-aid being regulated by the
number of boys passed every year. These contributions from
municipal funds may be made compulsary by statutory
enactment.

The administration of the funds for primary education
should ordinarily be in the hands of the Director of Public
Instruction.

But if educated and intelligent men are appointed on the
local or district committees, these funds may safely entrusted
to them, under the guidance of the Collector, or the Director
of Public Instruction. At present, the local boards consist of
ignorant and uneducated men, such as Patels, Inamadars,
Surdars, & C. who would not be capable of exercising any
intelligent control over the funds.

INDIGENOUS SCHOOLS

Indigenous schools exist a good deal in cities, towns and
some large villages, especially where there is a Brahmin
population. From the latest reports of Public Instruction in this
Presidency, it is found that there are 1,049 indigenous schools
with about 27,694 pupils in them. They are conducted on the
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old village system. The boys are generally taught the
multiplication table by heart, a little Modi writing and reading,
and to recite a few religious pieces. The teachers, as a rule, are
not capable of effecting any improvements, as they are not
initiated in the art of teaching. The fees charged in these
schools range from 2 to 8 annas. The teachers generally come
from the dregs of Brahmincial society. Their qualifications
hardly go beyond reading and writing Marathi very
indifferently, and casting accounts up to the rule of three or
so. They set up as teachers as the last resource of getting a
livelihood. Their failure or unfitness in other callings of life
obliges them to open schools. No arrangements exist in the
country to train up teachers for indigenous schools. The
indigenous schools could not be turned to any good account,
unless the present teachers are replaced by men from the
training colleges and by those who pass the 6th standard in
the vernaculars. The present teachers will willingly accepted
State aid but money thus spent will be thrown away. I do not
know any instance in which a grant-in-aid is paid to such a
school. If it is being paid anywhere, it must be in very rare
cases. In my opinion no grants-in-aid should be paid to such
schools unless the master is certificated one. But if certificated
or competent teachers be found, grants-in-aid should be given
and will be productive of great good.

HIGHER EDUCATION

The cry over the whole country has been for some time past
that Government have amply provided for higher education,
whereas that of the masses has been neglected. To some extent
this cry is justified although the classes directly benefited by
the higher education may not readily admit it. But for all this
no well-wisher of his country would desire that Government
should, at the present time, withdraw its aid from higher
education. All that they would wish is, that as one class of the
body politics has been neglected, its advancement should form
as anxious a concern as that of the other. Education in India
is still in its infancy. Any withdrawal of State aid from higher
education cannot but be injurious to the spread of education
generally.
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A taste for education amont the higher and wealthy classes,
such as the Brahmins and Purbhoos; especially those classes
who live by the pen, has been created, and gradual withdrawal
of State aid may be possible so far as these classes are
concerned; but in the middle and lower classes, among whom
higher education has made no perceptible progress, such a
withdrawal would be a great hardship. In the event of such |
withdrawl, boys will be obliged to have recourse to inefficient
and sectarian schools, much against their wish, and the cause
of education cannot but suffer. Nor could any part of such
education be entrusted to private agency. For a long time to
come the entire educationl machinery, both ministerial and
executive, must be in the hands of Government. Both the higher
and primary education require all the fostering care and
attention which Government can bestow on it.

The withdrawal of Government from schools or colleges
would not only tend to check the spread of education, but would
seriously endanger that spirit of neutrality which has all along
been the aim of Government to foster, owing to the different
nationalities and religious creeds prevalent in India. This
withdrawal may, to certain extent, create a spirit of self-
reliance for local purpose in the higher and wealthy classes,
but the cause of education would be so far injured that the spirit
of self-reliance would take years to remedy that evil. Educated
men of ability, who do not succeed in getting into public service,
may be induced to open schools for higher education on being
assured of liberal grants-in-aid. But no one would be ready to
do so on his own account as a means of gaining a livelihood,
and it is doubtful whether such private efforts could be
permanent or stable, nor would they succeed half so well in
their results. Private schools, such as those of Mr. Vishnu
Shastree Chiploonkar and Mr. Bhavey, exist in Poona, and with
adequate grants-in-aid may be rendered very efficient, but they
can never supersede the necessity of the high school.

The missionary schools, although some of them are very
efficiently conducted, do not succeed half so well in their results,
nor do they attract half the number of students which the high
school attract. The superiority of Government schools is mainly
owing to the richly paid staff of teachers and professors which
is not possible for a private schools to maintain.



The character of instruction given in the Government higher
schools, is not at all practical, or such as is required for the
necessities of ordinary life. It is only good to turn out so many
clerks and schoolmasters. The Matriculation examination
unduly engrosses the attention of the teachers and pupils, and
the course of studies prescribed has no practical element in it,
go as to fit the pupil for his future career in independent life.
Although the number of students presenting for the Entrance
examination is not at all large when the diffusion of knowledge
in country is taken into consideration, it looks large when the
requirements of Government service are concerned. Were the
education universal and within easy reach of all, the number
would have been larger still, and it should be so, and I hope
it will be so hereafter. The higher education should be so
arranged as to be within easy reach of all, and the books on
the subjects for the Matriculation examination should be
published in the Government Gazette, as is done in Madras and
Bengal. Such a course will encourage private studies and secure
larger diffusion of knowledge in the country. It is a boon to the
people that the Bombay University recognises private studies
in the case of those presenting for the entrance examination.
I hope, the University authorities will be pleased to extend the
same boon to higher examinations. If private studies were
recognised by the University in granting the degree of B.A.,
M.A. & C, many young men will devote their time to private
studies. Their doing so will still further tend to the diffusion *
of knowledge. It is found in many instances quite impossible
to procecute Studies at the colleges for various reasons. If
private studies be recognised by the University, much good will
be effected to the country at large, and a good deal of the drain
on the public purse on account of higher education will be
lessened.

The system of Government scholarships, at present followed
in the Government schools, is also defective, as much as it gives
undue encouragement to those classes only, who have already
acquired a taste for education to the determent of the other
classes. The system might be so arranged that some to these
scholarships should be awarded to such classes amongst whom
education has made no progress.
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The system of awarding them by competition, although
abstractedly equitable, does not tend to the spread of education
among other classes.

With regard to the question as to educated natives finding
remunerative employments, it will be remembered that the
educated natives who mostly belong to the Brahminical and the
other higher classes are mostly fond of service, But as the public
service can afford no field for all the educated natives who come
out from schools and colleges, and moreover the course of
training they receive being not of a technical or practical
nature, they find great difficulty in betaking themselves to
other manual or remunerative employments. Hence the cry
that the market is overstocked with educated natives who do
not find any remunerative employment. It may, to certain
extent, be true that some of the professions are overstocked,
but this does not show that there is no other remunerative
employment to which they can betake themselves. The present
number of educated men is very small relation to the country
at large, and we trust that the day may not far distant when
we shall have the present number multiplied a hundred-fold
and all betaking themselves to useful and remunerative
occupations and not be looking after service.

In conclusion, I beg to request the Education Commission
to be kind enough to sanction measures for spread of female_
primary education on a more liberal scale.

Poona, JOoTEERAO GOVINDRAO PHOOLEY

19th October 1882. Merchantant and Cultivator and
Municipal Commissioner,
Peth Joona Ganja.

[Education Commission, Bombay, Vol. IT Calcutta, 1884, pp. 140-
145]
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CULTIVATOR'S WHIP-CORD

by
JYOTIRAO GOVINDRAO PHULEY
for the defence
of the Shudra (Dasya) Community



For the Kind Consideration
of
His Excellency the Right Hon'ble Sir
Frederick Temple Hamilton Temple
Blackwood Earl of Dufferin, K.P.,
G.C.B,, G.C.M.G,, F.R.S.D.C.L, Viceroy and
Governor General of India.
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* John Wilson's India Three Thousand Years Ago, pages 62 and 63.
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° Works by the late Horace Hayman Wilson, M. A. Professor of Sanskrit, page
6. Vrihaspati has following texts to this effect. [Quoted in the Sarva Darsana,
Calcutta edition, pages 3 and 6, and witha. V. L. Prabodach, ed. Brockhaus,
page 301 ;
st et e || gfaimme A ge 1l
" The Agnihotra, the Three Vedas, the Tridanda, the smearing of Ashes' are
only the livelihood of thas_e who have neisher intellect nor spirit.' After
ridiculing, he says, 2
T I e aRE 1| garei Faion 9 et @ |
Hence it is evident that it was a mere contrivance of Brahamans to gain a
livelihood, to ordain such ceremonies for the dead and no other reason can be
given fort them. Of the Vedas, he says, ST aee waie 9 g FHamEll The
three authors of the Vedas were Buffoons, Rogues and Fiends and cites texts
in proof of this assertion.
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% John Wilson's India Three Thousand Years Ago pages, 196. They appear
also to have been a fair complexioned people, at least comparatively, and
foreign invaders of India, as it is said that Indra (the God of the Ether
or Firemament) divided the fields among his white complexioned friends
after destroying the indigenous Barbarian races, for such there can be little
douht We are to understand by the expression, Dasyu, which so often occurs
and which is often defined to signify one who not only does not perform
religious rites but attempts to harass their performars. The Dasyus,
here mentioned. are doubtless the Dagyas of the Parsi sacred writings, and
the Dakyas of the Behistian tablets, rendered by "countries” or "provincess"
probably of an exterior position to be the Goim and Gentiles of the Hebrews,
They were not sltogether Barbarians; for they had distinctive cities and
other establishment of at least a partial civilization, though the Aryans
lately from more bracing climes than those which they inhabited, proved

too strong for them.

% John Wilson's India Three Thousand Years Ago, page 29, of the Dasyus
mentioned often in the Vedas in contrast with the Aryans, no such traces
can be found, though they areonce or twice mentioned by Menu. The Word
Das, derived from dasyu, ultimately came to signify a bondman. In this -
sense, It has its anologue in our word slave, derived from the Slavi People,
so many of whom have become serfs in the modern regions of their abode.
Some of the names of the Dasyas and other enemies of the Aryan race
mentioned in the Vedas seem to have been of the Aryan origin; but we
see from the nop-Sanskrit elements in the Indian languages, that they must
have belonged principally to various immigrations of the Scythian or
Turanian family of the human race.
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' John Wilson's India Three Thousand Years Ago, pages 17 and 18.

*  John Wilson's India Three Thousand Years Ago, pages 20 and 21.

Among peoples hostile to the Aryas, we also find noticed the Ajasas,
Yakshas, Shigravas, Kikatas and others, The enemies of the Aryas are
sometimes expressly mentioned as having a black skin; "He (Indra)
punished for men those wanting religious rites tore off their skin. The
pishachas are said to have been tawny coloured.”

John Wilson's India Three Thousand Years Ago, page 49. Dr. John Muir, in
his "Original Sanskrit Texts", pages 44-56, has given a series of passages
sufficient to prove that according to the traditidns received by the compilers
of the ancient legendary history of India (traditions so general and undis-
puted as to prevail over even their strong hierarchical pre-possessions).
Brahmanas and Kshatriyas were at least in Many cases, originally
descended from one and the same stock. Some of the cases referred to by
Dr. Muir are the same as those of the parties mentioned in the first
paragraph of” this note.

' W. H. Prescott's History of Peru and Brazil, Vol. I, Page 66,
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*  W. H. Prescott's History of Peru and Brazil, Volume 111, Appendix No. 1,
Pages 156, 157 and 159,

* A. Sepoy Revolt by Henry Mead, Pages 135, 136 and 137,

* The Lawsof Manu, Son of B rahma, by Sir William J. ones, Volume VII, Pages,
211,214, 217, 224, 260, 262, 335, 392, 397.
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' The Laws of Manu son of Brahma, by Sir William Jones, Vol. V11, pages 598
and Vol VIII, pages 33, 42, 73, 79, 85, 105, 106 and 118.
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* A Sepoy Revolt by Henry Mead, Pages 133 and 134,
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It is, indeed, a system of despotism and priesteraft, both limited by law, but

artfully conspiring to give mutual support, though with mutual checks; it is

filled yith strange conceits in metaphysics and natural philosophy, with idle

superstitions and with a scheme of theology most obscurely figurative and

consequently liable to dangerous misconception; it abounds with minute and
childish formalities with ceremonies generally absured and often ridiculous.
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Opinion from Jotteerao Govindrao Phulay
on Note No. I, by Mr. B. M. Malabari
on Infant Marriage in India

I concur with Mr. B. M. Malabari's laudable undertaking,
and hope that something may be done by our enlightened
Government to alleviate the miserable state of the deluded
people of this country. Although Mr. B. M. Malabari is not
pressed under the immediate burden of our customs and
manners, invented by Aryan Shastra makers, he treated the
subject so remarkably well that the Shudrati-Ati-Shudras and
Brahmin widows will thank him future undoubtedly. I also now
beg to add a few remarks on the middle and lower orders, the
downtrodden aborigines of this country. In the course of
marriage if any slight dispute takes place between the parties,
the poor girl has to suffer all her life-time. After the marriage
is over, should a defect in her family happen to come to the
notice of the boy's father, the innocent girl is considered an
outcaste. If the boy is younger than the girl, she is not well fed,
clothed and cared for properly, nay, she is not allowed to remain
with her rich parents. If her father-in-law be ignorant and poor,
the girl, not being fed well, is stunted in her growth. In short
she is more heavily loaded with work for days and nights than
a American slaves. Thus she is so unbearably tyrannized that
she is obliged to put an end to her life by committing suicide;
and the crime is very often hushed up by bribing the village
Patel, Coolkerni (the quarrel-monger) and Policemen. Many
poor parents on the bridgroom's side are thus, by incurring
debts for marriages, ruined on accounts of the premature
deaths of their daughters-in-law, Besides the husband boy, on
coming to his proper sences, does not like his wife and marries
one of his own liking. Being thus accustomed, he is induced to
marry two, three, or four wives at a time in succession, and
thus renders his whole family discontented, abusive and
quarrelsome. These ignorant wives are not only obliged to
poison each other; but sometimes their own husband. Now the
enlightoned Hindu of Bengal has made excellent suggestions
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to University graduates, and these, as they suppose would be
a fair beginning for the educated class, but, I think, their
suggestions are not universal and applicable to all the classes
of Shudras and Ati-Shudras, because very few of the former
attend the University and the latter are not at all admitted
even into vernacular schools and allowed to sit and learn with
the higher class boys. In conclusion, unless our wise
Government use some compulsory measures, the ignorant,
middle and lower classes will not come to their proper sence,
because the so-called higher classes of Hindus, who hold
responsible posts under Government, have by their cunning
and shrewd ways, purposely misguided them in matters of
religion and politics. I therefore suggest that Government
should rule that boys under ninteen years of age and girls
under eleven, should not be allowed to marry. In case they do,
some reasonable tax may be levied on the parents of the parties
married, and the money thus obtained should be used in the
education of the middle and lower classes of Hundus. But the
education should not be transmitted through the medium of
Brahmin teachers, for, while educating, they create in the
minds of the pupils wrong religious ideas and lead them astray.
Even the subsidiary kings, Sindia, Holkar and others are, we
find, cheated in the open daylight undar the pretence of
invented religion, and are induced to extract ftax
indiscriminately from the cultivators without giving them
timely allowances. But there is strong hope that Hig Highness
the present Ruler of ‘Baroda will try his utmost to educate and
betterthe condition of the ignorant cultivators as His Highness
has received a good and sound English education.

i e



4o TETEHT Bel ¢ FHT FrE

Opinion from Jotteerao Govindrao Phulay
'on Note No. II, by Mr. B, M. Malabari
on Enforced Widowhood

Now I touch upon the most delicate subject of enforced
widowhood upon Brahmin women. The partial Aryan
Institution inconsiderately allows polygamy to males, which
causes them to fall into new habits of wickedness. When his
lust is satisfied with his legal wives, he for novelty's sake
haunts the houses of public women. He then contracts verneral
diseases from them and is obliged to seek medical assistance
at an exhorbitant cost, for himself and his wives. When medical
treatment ceases to cure him and his wives he loses all hopes
of getting children, In this deplorable condition of his life if the
lewd hushand finds his own wife to g0 out during night he
suspects her of leading a vicious course and 80, punishing her
severely, turns her out. In old age in order to obliterate the
stigma upon his character, the shameless fellow becomes a
religious man and hires public harlots to dance and sing in the
temples with a view to venerate the stone idols, for his own
satisfaction. After the death of this wicked man, his young and
beautiful wife is not allowed by the same Aryan Institution to
remarry. She is stripped of her ornaments; she is forcibly
shaved by her near relatives; she is not well fed; she is not
properly clothed; she is not allowed to Jjoin pleasure parties,
marriages or religious ceremonies. In fact she is bereaved of
all the worldly enjoyments, nay, she is considered lower than
a culprit or a mean beast.

Moreover, the Aryan Institution enjoins Brahmin males to
marry even the lower class girls during the life-time of his first
wife : but his real own sister is prohibited to remarry, after the
deise of her first husband. Such partial and unjust prohibitions
necessarily lead the helpless Aryan widow to commit horrible
and heart-rending acts of atrocity. To prove the above assertion
I insert the following instance. One of my Brahmin friends
named Rao Saheb Sudashive Bullal Gowndey, who was an
officer in the Inam Commission, employed in his house a
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Brahmin widow as cook, whose name was Kashibai. The poor
Kashibai was a well-behaved and beautiful young woman of a
respectable family. She was a chaste woman. She served
several months in his house. But in his neighbourhood there
lived a shrewd and cunning Shashtriboova of a Brahmin caste,
who tried his utmost to mislead this ignorant woman. Kashibai
at first resisted his inducement but at last she fell victim to
his desire and immediately became pregnant. Afterwards by
the persuasion of her paramour,- she tried several poisonous
drugs to commit abortion, but all her at_tempté failed. After nine
months were completed, Kashibai gave birth to a beautiful son
and for the sake of her disgrace she murdered the innocent
infant with a knife and the corpse was thrown into the well
behind the house of her master. Two days after she was
arrested by the police on suspicion, tried before the Session
Court in Poona and was sentenced to transportation for life.
This erime Kashibai, committed, that her character may not
be spoilt among the Brahmin community. Her case brought to
the notice of the public the unjust and partial character of the
Aryan Institution, and so the people were struck with horror.
Although my means were not sufficient to defray my expense
yet I was compelled to establish a foundling house, in my own
compound in Poona, for the Brahmin community immediately
after Kashibai's trial was over. The enclosed copy of printed
notices were then pasted on the walls of the corners of street,
where the Brahmins reside. From its commencement up to the
present time, thirty-five pregnant widows came to his house
and were delivered of children, of whom five are living and
~ thirty died by the injuries done to them while in the womb by
the poisonous drugs which the mothers must have taken with
a view to conceal their pregnancy. Many of the beautiful and
helpless ignorant young widows of the respectaple Brahmin
families have turned dut private and public prostitutes on
account of this wretched system. How abominable and
degrading is the system of Aryan Institution, which compels
Brahmin widows to drag their lives in s0 miserable and
shameless ways, that even modesty shrinks back to enter into
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particular details. In conclusion, I most respectfully crave the
favour of your enlightened English Government to remove the
tyranny of enforced widowhood, exercised upon the helpless
women, by the relentless system of Aryan religious institution,
In therefore propose that no barbers should be allowed to shave
the unfortunate Brahmin widows. It is quite evident from the
partial Aryan religious institution that, when it prohibits the
widows from remarrying, why the widowers should be allowed
to remarry? If the favour be shown to the latter than the poor
widows must of necessity be permitted to remarry. There is no
doubt that the selfish and wicked law-givers must have added
such unjust and nonsensical clauses into their shastras with
malice towards female sex.
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