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I am vexy pleased to ‘add my testimony to the- ability of
versification and extraordinary powers of ‘memory shewn by the two )
pandits. Challapxlla Venkata sastri Garn and Devakarla Tirspati
Sastri Guru. I was especially struck by their readiness to eXte1NA we
porary ﬁb.ebry on all sorts of subjects. -

. Nosre-CoLLEgE. - (8d.) Wisniax C. Pexw, o. 4,
4-1311 September, 1893. . Professor, Historay .

" I was much pleased with the skill in versification and the
wonderful powers of memory displayed by the two poets Ch. Vera—
kata Sastri Garu and Devakarla Tirupati Sastri Garu, especially on
the occasion of a meeting in our College Hall, when they exhibited
their powers before a large audience.

MasovrpaTaM. } (8d.) H. J. TANNER,
15th September, 1893, Ag, Principal, Noble College .
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I have witnessed a public exhibition by Tirupati Sastri and
Venkata Sastri Garu of their wonderful power of astavadhanam or
faculiy of attending to Bight different things at a time.

I consider their power a very wonderful one and every one
should avail himself of the opportunity of w1tnessmg an exhibition
of it.

These gentlemen while possessing the faculty of composing
verses can also commit to memory words and sentences of foreign
languages.

M ASULIPATAM, 1 (Sd.) Syoxey V. Epce.
18th September, 1893. §

I was present at an entertsinment given by Ch. Venkata
Sagtri and D. Tirupati Sastri and derived great pleasure from their
feats of memory. Professor Loisette must look to his laurels.

MasULIPATAM. } (8d.) J. W, Hucnrs, _
18th September, 1893. dssistant Golicclor,



24 FTE ST SIS Ay, ool Y e e

DasaH Jol &ng%g 8397 Ty H&rassvs” S
FBDB0enE TR oo BRBAY d:'gwmwmey‘:) LRI

K] —«'2‘7’4;5_:25’5&) '63—75)’63503(?7‘( 2 20 T RS0 - ADoK N[
TRBRYH IO MOHT T BTN T8¢ 5T
WBOGH BT B ooao&” aiéom;S:);“BSa‘{\)en T‘x’)a%_
&% BooX | Dof Fp FADXS 0B BNY B 5O Beo-Tren
BoF - SFp-c B3I

BAl BB RSF S KeoBoRyp K
20D B $STEIE R B
252 ASHE 0B T DI VX % S0 dn
Eﬁgmoamz@mé&%m- oNn

eéé&rsﬁnﬁﬁ Boe.r'e) (OJWZB'O"’Q)W‘ﬁ 7:&1&%9?"&) IS G5
:,;&ms".a @‘q_laesg;sm». ’

51 astrase Doy K asaoasavve‘*mmgmam T2
osmem@;%ozs Tons mramErtBoRgang 850 B
ﬁuéot‘a;ﬁs a"t%%’soaaﬂr abeSSngéxnnm n‘a",\z;ﬁ“s)o
'&J éJt's;SaJ v 20k m?;}"axsivc Eo‘é\cs:é@aa oo:oog_)me)a

I have much ple'asure in stating that I -was present at the
remarkable exhibition given by D. Tirupati sastri and Ch. Venkata
sastri, of the powers of memory they possess. It entirely excelied
any thing I should have thought possible, judging by ordinary
standards and in addition to feats of memory the sastries showed
great powers of improvising verse in difficult wetres and mmb]e wit
in repartee.

ADyAR, Mabpgas, : Sd ANNIE.EESANT.
28th Decémber 1893, } ( .I). T
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Two Pandits named Chellapilla Veukateswara Sastri and
Tiropaty Sastri perforwed Ashtavadhsnam ata pablic wmeeting held
on the 25 of January 1894 in the Nellore Hindn High school. The
§ development of their memory was sach that they were able to pay

their attention to many thirgs simultaneonsly and their performance
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was a success, I was present and was very wuch pleased with
what they did.

2nd Feb. 1894, } (Sd) C. RAMACHANDRAIAH.
NELLORE.

At a literary entertainment given in the Nellore Hindu
High School on the 25th January 1894 by the sanscrit pandits
Brahmasree Challapilla Venkata Sastri Garu and Brahmasree Di-
vakarla Tirupati Sastri Garu, the pandits exhibited very success-
fully the extra-ordinary feats of memory in performing the
Ashtavadhavam and the extra-ordinary talents at the speedy com-
position of any story into beautiful sanscrit verses. They have
also composed verses in different subjects in Telugu and Sanserit
in very difficult metres chosen by the member. Tke tact and the
command of the language with which the pandits managed to
compose verses in Sauserit, leaving out the letter prohibited by the
member in charge of Nishedhakshari at every step at a very critical
stage, is only wonderful. They have also, to the highest satisfaction
of the audience repeated the words in order and without fail given
Vyestakshary, though the words are of several languages snd of
difficult pronunciation. They have successfully managed the other
parts and the Ashtavadhanam, viz the count of the beats of the
bell, the chess, the discnssion in sanserit Grammar, the wordly dis.
course and the imparting of instruction to a pupil reading sanserit,
The undersigned are glad to bear testimony to all the above.
T. Venkatrama Aiyar, 3. Vasudeva Sastri N. Suryanarayana Row
A. Venkaiak, A. K. Arunachela aiyar, K. Lakshmaiah,
C. Ramarow, S Subbarow, W. Gopalacharyula,
S. Venkatesiah, K. Seetapati Row, C. Subba row.
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INTELLECTUAL GYMNASTICS.
(Reprinted from the Telugu Harp Dated 20th Sep. 1895)

The week has itself signalized by the-advent here of the two .

famous impromptu poets Messrs. D, Tirupaty Sastry and Chellapills
Venkata Sastry of the Godavary District. On Saturday afternoon the
j4bh instant the upper hall of the Maharaja’s College was a great
v‘c'ent‘re cf attraction, as our learned Visitors were to give their
maiden performance in Vizianagaram: The assembly was a large
and representative one and: included most of the elite of the town.

NNy

The poets are both very young men, evidently little above twenty- .
Both are simply clad and unasaming manners. As regards per

soual appearance, they are remarkably swarthy for Brahmans, Dbut

. have pleasing intelligent faces and one of them in paticular pos-

Sess prominent -well devioped nose that is so often the index to a

_clever brain, The performance on saturday was a capital proof of |
- what these gentlemen conld do in poetic line, Among the audience .

were many both able and willing 10 Put them through their fa
and trot them up and down the slopes of Parnasses. Twont
geatlemun were s-lected to do so and right vigoronsly .did
Perform their parts as will be seen from the miscellaneons ch
ter of the subjects they prescribed for versification. Each wro
a sheet of paper the subject of a stanza a
metre and rhetoric 1 quired. Ons of the poets then began to ex-
temporise the fiist line of a verse op each subject and after fnish-
ing the whole round twents-five, was called upon to supply the
vext lines not in the order i which the first were given out; but

Arac-
te on
3 well as the “particnlar

ces -
y-five
they
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college, who before he entered upon his distingnised career first as
u student and then a teacher of English Literature had already won
his laurels as a Sanscrit and Te!ugu poet. The difficulty of the test
was however completely surmounted and the first poet left it to
his learved colleague to supply the remaining lines of the stanzas.
This was done with equal success the glibness with the two hands
dealt with their sabjects being simply ma‘rve‘llous.‘ The, audjence
were more than satisfied and heartily applauded the young b?r.
formers, to describy, Whose wogderfal powers of skill and memory
we are ata Jows for: wards, Both in Teluga and. Sanscrit their
achievements caused astonishment and delight and they are. jostly
looked upon as prodigies. The meeting began about 4 in the after-
noon and did not break up till nearly 9 oclock when ’eve‘ryzl'])g)dy
weut home nfter spending a | very agreeable evening. We are glad
to add that before the wmeeting dispersed and a subscription, list
was circulated and a handspme amount promised for the benefit . of
ouy distinguished visitors wko well deserve all the popﬁlaiiby,_t,gaey
enjoy. Our townsmeu in honouring them are abuut hononring
themsclves, for ic speaks much for our patriotism when we en-
courage proficiency iu the languages, of our coautry especially
when such masters of eastern literature grace our town with there
presence. Un Wednesday the poets gave what may perhaps be
called a variety entertainment. Ashtavadanam in which meny de,
Vvices were resorted to for the sake of distracting their attention and
making their task still wore formidable, Games at chess were
played the moves taking place in intervals between the verses. A
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bell was oceasionally tinkled part of the performance being to tell
" "the number of strokes (ete.) and discussion with a local ‘pandit on
- Sanserit Grammar was another element of distraction. Last but
" ot least an English verse was written in the Telugu character and
" the letters cut out and shuffied in a4 thorough munner. The poets
“however found no diﬂidiﬂty in pieeing them correctly and rending
‘out the verse with 'nore correctness than conld-be expected of them
considering that Hugish is to them an nnknown tongue. We hope
that it will not be long before these elever poets are given an op-
‘portunity of displaying their wondsrful talents before our erndite
* Maharajah who is so kind and liberal a patron of literature and art
The following are'the verses extemporized ‘at the first performance.

¥ * ; * Dok L. * *

The folIowm«r are the verses extetapor ized by the Godavary
“town poets at the stadent’s meeting.
* = # S
The following Sanskrit Slocas ware read by Pé»ppn Sas;tri_. v
S50 9 bIg TH T wardd 9 FUST PR THTH T AT S,

TEFTIRHE G080 58 588 0T SIS G T YT wgeee E B G
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The following verses were read by T. Vénkatachalam, stu-~
dent B.A. Class and were much appreciated by the Audience.

What reverential love you do command
From learned audieuce in this crowded hall
"Glory indeed!; but scarcely found and now
I thank yoa on behalf of students all
This fair and splendid iotellectual feast
Eolivens us, 80 now we drink your heslth
In sweetest drops crystal gratitude

And sing your just and universal praise,
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(Stamp of Gudwal Samastanam.)

At the Sabha held at Gudwal in my presence on th 21st
Pebruary 1896, two pandits named Brahmasree Challapilla Ven-
kateswara Sastri Gara asd Brahmasree Divakarla Tirupati Sastry
Garo, showed their skill in performing Satavadhanam. 57 persons
were ceated in a row. They began one after ancther to give the
poets subjects on which to compose verses. The subjects named
by each member was chosen by him then and there. Some of the
members asked them to compose Sanscrit vérses and others Telugu.
The pardits performed their task in the following manner.

Beginning with the first member they gave him first cherna of
the serse on the subject given by him; then proceeding to the next
they gave him the first charna of the verse composed on hissabject:
and in the same manner they gave the first charanas of the verses
to all the other members in the order in which they had been given;
after this they gave the members one offen another the 2nd chara-
xas of the verses; when this was finished they gave the members in
the same order the second halves of the verses, The verses both
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Sanserit and Telugu were of different metres. I wasmuch pleased
with the ekill in versification and the wonderful power of memory
displayed by the two Pandits,

(Stamp of Rajah in Parshi.)

GupwaL,
9th March, 1896. }

Rajak of Gudwal Samastan.
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28 th July 1896. (3d) K. Narasiupam,

NARSATUR.
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This is to certify that the poets and the men of wisdom, Ven-
katasastri Garu and Tirupati Sastri Garu paid a visit to this place
and performed Sethakhanta-Avadhanam ata meeting held for the
purpose, including the Gentry, the elite, the officials and pundits. The
performance is a complete success, nay admirable, astonishing and
astonishing to the whole Audience. In short, the avadhanam is made
to the perfect satisfaction of all present. They are proficient to per-
fection both in Telugn and Sanskrit literatures and .1 want words
to describe their eloquence, flowing of thought, presence of mind
and proficiency in Telugu & in Sanskrit poetry in as much as they
seen more or less to be the incarnations of the Goddess Saraswati
herself. I can confidently and with certainty say that their inestim-
able services cannot be sufficiently recompensed even by the liberal
purses of the riches ef the richest except by offering thousands and
thousands of numberless thanks. I pray to the Almighty that
similar success may await them in similar meetings whereever and
whenever held. '

ALAMUR. ’ (Signature iilegable.)

1ith August 1899, Satb Registrar of
Alamur.
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TRUE COPY.
TRIPLICANE.

- . 25th January 1908.

ave some knowledge of Pandit Satavadhani Challapi
Xegka%fafusm s poetic composition in Telugu, and considear 9;:11)116133
bu the {((J‘ : igh merit. They indicate an extraordinary command of

0 eluga and Sanskrit; avd their linguisti and
flow are quite striking, His power of, aper B aniainer
true poetry is also i3

Tedge of Telugu an
ducing as well as appreciating g ; ;
very worthy and useful teacher o tagu leges ‘
language and its literatare are tanght. He is both rational and
critical, and is in no way an old-fationed Paundit.
(8d) M. RancacHARIYAR.
Projfessor of Sanskrit and com-
parative Philology
Presidency College
MADRAS.

1 am sincerely glad to record my impressions of M. R Ry
Venkata Sastruln. 1 have read some of Lis published works with
10 less profit than pleasure. This morning he came to see me and
I have spent over three hours with him, during which he recited to
me a great many from his large store of verses still in M. S. form.
They markedly display his versatile powers. He is one of three or
four of his abilities I have come across these many years. Great
as are his px'odigious memory and the syontaniety of his extemrore
versification, which many others have admiringly testified to, what
I specially value is his estensiv-, profcund and accarate scholar-

. ship in Sanskrit and Telagu. Such is his vast and varied learning

¢ in both these lingrages, 39 lucid, simple and chaste i his styie
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and so studded is his poetry with striking and, sparkling gems of
wit and faney, that if his lot had fallen on olden days, and
Macaenas of those days would have eagerly taken him into his
patronage. What is now open to him and the like of him is only
one of the higher panditships in our Colleges and they are bust
few. By his mastery of Sanscrit asa foundation for his Tenlgu
learning, he will be quite an acquisition in the best of our Colleges.
He is, besides, young and vigerous enough (humanly speaking) to
put in a service of over twenty years 1 heartily wish he would
have an early chance and a successful one.

Lakeside,
i (8d.) P. Axaxpa CHARYULU,
s High Court Valil
26th January 1908. } igh Court Valil.

OFFICE OF TEE TELUGU TRANSLATOR To GOVERNMENT,
MADRA=S.
27th Jannary 1908,

Tirupati Venkateswara Kavulu, are twin-poets vf a high
order, well known in the Telugu Distriets, for theirready, off-hand
intelligent and superior compositions 1n Telugu and Sanskrit
poetry. Their works are not a few and they display the rare merit
of appreciation of what real poetry is. Besides they are Sativadhé-
nies, not as generally recognised by courtesy, by their actuslly
tested exhibitions of their powers.

T have usked the Junior Pandit Venkateswarnlu to teach an
imaginary class it Amonktawalyada and Sringara Naishadamu, two
of the great classical works in Telugu, He has catisfied me by
giving critical notesto ths class on modern lines, bearing on alil
important points—Grammar, prosody, rhetoric, allusions, &ec., :
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within the prescribed time. Any college may be of its aquisition of
e 5. Roungaram CaETrTY.
I bave much pleasure to state that the bearelli kSatavad%aluam
kata Sastrulu Garu ot Masulipatam is a well-known ~teiuga
xisvce}};i)l:.‘rfi His poetical productions are good and his smoothflowing
verses have won my admiration. This combined with his knowledge
of Sapskrit makes him perhaps the best fitted to occupy a Teluga
pandit’s post iz first grade colleges.

PoRASWAKAM R. ERISENAMACHARIAR,
98th Janusry 1902 } Sub-asst Inspector of Bansirit Schools.
~ o

MADRAS:
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