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I am very pleased to add my testimony to the aMK

versification and extraordinary powers of memory shewn by the two

pandits Ohallapilla Venkata sastri Gary and Devakarla Tirupati

Sastri &aru. I was especially struck by^ their readiness to extern-

porary peltry OB all sorts o subjects*

,
-^

; (Sd.) WILLIAM C. PENN, M. A,

>93,J Professor, History.

much pleased with the skill in versification and

wonderful powers of memory displayed by the two poets Ch,

kata Sastri Gara and Devakarla Tirupati Sastri Garu, especially orx

the occasion of a meeting in our College Hall, when they exhibited

their powers before a large audience.

MASULIPATAM. 1 (Sd.) H. J. TANNER,
15th September, 1893. 4 4jf Principal, Noble College.



23

cv>

-4 rr>

f&s
eo

o
o3

3o$V- eSel 'eF'SfoS ^rodtft ^"0^- <l&otn' ?

eSSc
ro

I have wituessed a public exhibition by Tirupati Sastri and

Venkata Sasbri Garu of their wonderful power of aatavadhanam or

faculty of attending to Bight different things at a time,

I consider their power a very wonderful one and every one

should avail himself of the opportunity of witnessing an exhibition

of it,

'
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These gentlemen while possessing the faculty of composing
verses can also commit to memory words and sentences of foreign

languages.

MABULIPATAM. ^ (Sd.) SYDSBY Y. EDGE,
18th September, 1893. j

I waa present at an entertainment given by Gh/ Venkata

Sastri and D- Tirupati Sastri and derived great pleasure from their

feats of memory, Professor Loisetto must look to his laurels.

MASUUPATAM. \ (Sd,) J, W, HUGHFS,
18th September, 1893, / Assistant Collector*
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I ha\e much pleaisure inwtiitKng^ that I was present at the

remarkable exhibition' given-.' by D. Tirupati sastri and Ch. Venkata

eastri^of the pxiwters of memory they possess, It entirely excelled

anything I should have thought possible, judging by ordinary

standards and in addition to feats of memory the sasfcries showed

rea| jjqwere of improvising verse in difficult metres and nimble wit

in repartee/

MABSAS. V^ (Sd) ANN-IE BESANT,
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Two Pandits named Chelia.pilla Veukafeeswara Sastri aii<i

Sa'stri performed Ashtavadhsnam at a public meeting held
on tha 25 of January 1S94 in the Nellore Hindu High school. Tlie*

development of their memory was such- that; fcfaey were able to pay
their attention to many things sinaultanebasly and their performances

I
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was a success. I was present aad was very much pleased with

what they did.

2nd Feb. 1894. ) (Sd) C, RAMACHANDRAIAH,
NELLORE. j

At a literary entertainment given in the Nellore Hindu

High School on the 25th January 1894 by the Sanscrit pandits

Brahmasree Challapilla Venkata iSastri Graru and Brahmasree Di-

vakarla Tirupati Sastri Garu, the pandits exhibited very success-

fully the extra-ordinary feata of memory in performing the

Ashtavadhaoam and the extra-ordinary talents at the speedy com-

position of any story into beautiful Sanscrit verses. They have

also composed verses in different subjects in Telugu and Sanscrit

in very difficult metres chosen by the member. The tact and the

command of the language with which the pandits managed to

compose verses in Sanscrit, leaving out the letter prohibited by the

member in charge of Nishedhakshari at every step at a very critical

stage, is only wonderful. They have also, to the highest satisfaction

of tho audience repeated the words in order and without fail given

Vyestakshary, though the words are of several languages and of

difficult pronunciation. They have successfully managed the other

parts and the Ashtavadhauam, viz the count of the beats of the

bell, the chess, the discussion in Sanscrit Grammar, the wordly dis.

course and the imparting of instruction to a pupil reading Sanscrit,

The undersigned are glad to bear testimony to all the above.

T. Venkatrama Aiyar, G. Vaaudeva Sastri Nr
. Suryanarayana Bow

A. Venkaiah, A. K. Arunachela aiyar, K. Labshmaiahj

C. Hamarow, 8. Subbarow, W. Gopalacharynln,

S. Venkatesiali, K. Seetapati Row, C. Subbarow.
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INTELLECTUAL GYMNASTICS.

(Reprinted from the Telugu Harp Dated 20th Sep. 18P5
)

The week has itself signalized by the advent here of the two
famous impromptu poets Messrs. D. Tirnpaty Saatry and Ohellapilla
Venkata Sastry of the Godavary District. On Saturday afternoon the

]14th insfeanfc the upper hall of the Maharaja's College was a great
*

centre of
attraction, as our learned Visitors were to give their

.maiden, performance in Vizianagaram: The assembly was a largeand representative one and included most of the elite of the town.
The poets are both, very young men, evidently little above twenty i

Both are s.mply clad and unasoming manners. As regards per I

Bool
appearance, they are remarkably swarthy for Brahmans but

.have pleasing intelligent faces and one of them in paticulur' p<. ^

prominent -well devloped nose that is ao often the index ho a
^ n 1*. HV* . frl *

- " " -WT^ ^ 1.^*- IV
I

I'he.performance' on Saturday was a capital proof of
'

wiiat tuese / *' i" tt " - .
. i -i i .. . . -

r '

could-do in poetic line. Among the audience
ml willing to put them through their faces

'

them up and down the slopes of Faruasses. Tweaty-fivegeatleman were s-lected to do so and ris-hr w;n i -,-j
^, .

"uu 'ignt vigorously -did
ttlGlP *^"~ t - -- " M ' - * .

Vbject, they pfescrib,d for verification. Each
o paper the

subject of a stanza as well as the arBnd rhftori -

ai.c.ia.

on



college, who before he entered upon his distingnised career first aa
a student and then a teacher of English Literature had already won
his laurels as a Sanscrit and Te!ugu poec. The difficulty of the teat

was however completely surruount&d and the first poet let'fc it to

his learned colleague to supply the remaining lines of the stanzas.

This was done wir-h equal success the glibnesa with the two hands
dealt with their subjects being simply marvellous, The audience
were more than satisfied ami heartily applauded tb* vc^n* ner.'.' ''.. '

. . .

.' * *. ..'.;'' i
;

: >V : 'n '.",.- ff
:

i \ "

t
'?>, ff

v*

formers, tp deso^^ ^hp^e^^ of^^l anc^ "men^ry
we are aV a loss

,-ifo^ ''^or4f ^,^^fcit l^ :

;;^ijpi.gil., 4nd; Sauiaqrit their

achievements caused astonishment and delight and they are jostly
looked upon as prodigies. The meeting began about 4 in the after-

noon and did not break up till neariy 9 oclocjc when everybody'

. .

' ''.'..' '

'

..''.
''

''.;''..
"

'
,

'

:

'

.' I
*

fj,
f
'.t

*
:.'

went home nfbtr spending a , very agreeable evening. We ar^ glad
to add that before, the meeting dispersed and a ftubsoript^^i J^flt

was circ ulgtted and handaome amount promised for the bei? efit of

ou?' 4Jstinguished visiiiora who well deserve all the populaf ity ^ey
enjoy. Our townsmen in honouring them are abuut honouring
themsi-lves, for ic speaks much for our patriotism when we en-

courage proficiency iu the languages, of our cotmtry especially

when such masters of eastern literature grace our town with there

presence. On Wednesday the poets gave what may perhaps be
called a variety entertainment. Ashtavadanam in which msny de

4

vices were resorted to for the sake of distracting their attention and

making their task still more formidable. Games at chess were

played the moves taking place in intervals between the verses. A
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bell was occasionally tinkled part oi tHe performance being to tell

the numlier of strokes (etc.) and discussion with a local pandib on

Sanscrit Grammar was another element of distraction. Last but

iiot least an English verse was written in the Telugu character nnd.

the letters cut ont and shnffied in -a, thotough mariner. The poetH
however found no difficulty in piecing them correctly and reading

1

out the verse with "more correctness than could be expected of tbeni

considering tfhat Engish. is to them an unknown tongue. We hope
that it will not be long before these clever poets are given an op-
portunity of displaying their wonderful talents before our erudite

Maharajah who is so kind and liberal a patron of literjiture and art.

foUowtti^ are' the verses extemporized''aft the first performanc*

The following are tlie verses'extemporized by the Godava'ry
town poets at the sfcadeht'amireting.

* * * * # *

The fQllawipg Sanskrit Slocas were read by Papp a Sastri,
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The : following verses were read by T. Venkatachalam, stu-

dent B. A. Class and were much appreciated by tbe Audience.

What reverential love you do command

From learned audieuce in this crowded hall

Glory indeed!; but scarcely found and now

I thank you on -.behalf of students- all

This fair and splendid intellectual feast

Enlivens us, ao now we drink your health

In sweetest drops crystal gratitude

And sing your juat and universal praise,
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(Stamp of Gudwal Sama&tanam.)

At the Sabha held at Gudwal in my presence on th 21st

February 1896, two pandits named Brahmasree Challapilla Ven-
kateswara Sastri Gara asd Brahmasree Divakarla Tirupati Sastry

Garo, showed their skill in performing Satavadhanarn . 57 persons
'were seated in a row. They began one after another to give the

pi>ets subjects on which to compose verses. The subjects named

by each member was chosen by him then and there. Some of. the

members asked them to compose Sanscrit verses and others Telagu,
The pacdJts performed their task in the following manner.

Beginning with the first member they gave him first oherna of
the verse on the subject given by him; then proceeding to the next

they gave him the first efaarzu of the verse composed on his subject
*nd in the same manner they gave the first charanas of the eerses
to all the other members in the order in which they had been given;
after this they gave the members one often another the 2nd chara-
nttof tke verses; when this was finished they gave the members in
the same order the second halves of the verses, The verses both.
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Sanscrit and Telugn were of different metres. I was much pleased
with the skill in versification and the wonderful power of memory
displayed by the two Pandits,

(Stamp of Rajah in Parshi.)

GUDWAL. -i

9th March, 1896, J Rajah of Gudwal S-amastan.
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28 th July 1896. (Sd) K. NARABIMHAM,
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This is to certify that the poets and the men of wisdom, Ven-
kafcasastri Garu and Tirupafci Sastri Garu paid a visifc to "this place
and performed SethakhaBtft-Avadhattam at a meefciiig held for ihe

purpose, iacladlng.the-G^^tryytoelil^ and ptmdits.-The
performance is a complete saccesa, nay admirable, astonishing and

astonishing to the whole Audience, In short, fcheavadhauam is made'

to the perfect satisfaction of all present. They are proficient to per-
fection both in Telugu and Sanskrit literatures and 1 want words
to describe their eloquence, flowing of thought? presence of mind
and proficiency in Telugu & in Sanskrit poetry in as mnch as they
seem more or less to be the incarnations of the Goddess Saraswati

herself. I can confidently and with certainty say that their inestim-

able services cannot be sufficiently recompensed even by the liberal

purses of the riches ef the richest except by offering
1 thousands and

thousands of numberless thanks. I pray to the Almighty that

similar success may await them in similar meeting's whereever and

whenever held.

ALAMUR.
^ (Signature iilegable.)

11th 'August 1899. ) Sul> Registrar of

Alamur*
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TRUE COPY.
TRIPLICANE.

25th January 1908.

I have some knowledge of Pandit Satavadhani Ohallapilla

Venkata Sasrri's poetic composition in Telugu, and consider them

to be of high merit. They indicate an extraordinary command of

both Teluga and Sanskrit; aud their
" * '"*

flow are quite striking. His
true poetry is also .!

teage^r'rMfl^ati if Sarisltnt^

ducing as well as appreciating _
very worthy and useful teacher oi

^

-w it
ieges where that

ver

language and its literature are taught. He is both rational and

critical^ and is in no way an old-fationed Paadit.

(3d) M, RANGACHAfilTAB.

Professor of Sanskrit, and com-

partitive PMlology
Presidency College

MADRAS.
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and so studded is his poetry with striking and. sparkling gems of

wit and fancy, that if his lot had fallen on olden days, and

Macaenas of those days would have eagerly taken him into his

patronage. What is now open to him and the like of hira is only
one of the higher panditships in our Colleges and they are bub

few- By his mastery of Sanscrit as a foundation for his Tenlgu

learning, he will be qaite an acquisition in the best of our Collegea.
He is, besides, young and vigorous enough (humanly speaking) to

i i i

*
i i 11

put in a service of over twenty years 1 heartily wish he would
have an early chance and a successful one.

Lakeside, .

XT-,.- T ) (Sd.V P. A-NANDA- CHAR-YULU,Kil p auk , [

o/m. T moo C High Court Vakil.
26th January 1908.

)
y

OFFICE OF TEE TELUGU TRANSLATOR TO GOVEENMBNT,
M A R A s .

27th January 1908.

Tirupati Venkateswara Kavulu, are twin-poets of a high
order, well known ia the Telagu Districts, for their ready, off-hand

intelligent aud supetior compositions in Telugu and Sanskrit

poetry. Their works are not a ie.w and they display the rare merit
of appreciation of what real poetry is. Besides they are Satavadha-
Dies, not as generally recognised by courtesy, by their actually
tested exhibitions of their powers.

I have asked the Junior Pandit Venkateswarulu to teach an
imaginary class ia Amuktamalyada and bringara NaishadamUj two
of the great classical works in Telugu, He has satisfied me by
giving critical notes to the class on modern lines, bearing on all

important points Grammar, prosody, rhetoric, allusions, &c.,
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&U &50X -tfV.$?<b

within the prescribed
time, Any college may be of its aquisitio^ of

S. RUNGAJAH CflBTTT.

I have much pleasure to state that the bearer

^17 i * Q! fr.11,1 Garu of MasuUpatam is a well-known

t in first grade colleges.

23th 1908

i

J
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