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THE ’ "») ,
SPANISH CAMPAIGN.

—P OO

CHAP. L

{'L\VING liberated our hero from his
confinement, we shall accompany him in
hisway. There was no moon, of course we
canaot describe the eflect of its rays upon
the ¢ 1. trees, rich orchards, or luxuriant
vineyards; though had it been lighter, and
had Charles been in less haste, he would not
have sufféred the remains of various forti-
fications, which had long braved the Moorish
arms, to have passed unnoticed, as they
are always integesting in the eyes of a
soldier ; but the feeble light of the stars
merely enabled him to discern his path
till he reached the high-road, when he
vOL. 1L B
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ran less risk of losing himself, but was

ert ml) in more danger of falling in with
‘ﬁﬁtroles of the enemy. He therefore
mended his pace, frequently running—
stopping from time to time to listen ; and
he had not advanced more than thrce
miles, when hé heard horsemen advan-
ing. Convinced they must be the dreaded
and expected patrole, he instantly left the
high-road, and extended himself flat on his
face in a hollow till they were past, when
he thought himself nearly out of danger;
still hekept onata very quick rate, dreading
a surprise, unprepared as he was to act on
the defensive; but at the expiration of a
couple of hours, he allowed himsclf time
to breathe, as h? fancied he became ac-
quainted with the face of the country; and
never had he experienced a more heart-
felt joy thanupon being challenged by aBri-
ton. Ile instantly declared his name, and
the sentinel as instantly refurned, “Is it
yoa, Mr. Franklin? how happyITam to hear
your voice, as I cannot yet discern your

129

features!
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Charles stoppcgd to make a few inquiries;
his baving been surprised was now gene-
rally known, as the major part of his brave
subalterns had returned to the camp in
safety ; he therefore determined to proceed
immediately to head-quarters, wher~ '
arrived at daybreak ; and soon aft~, i -
officers began to assemble, who were . :
eager to congratulate him upon hig speedy
return, and very anxious to lecarn how he
had contrived to effect his escape. He en-
tered ‘into a few general details respecting
whither he had been carried, adding, “ It
would take me too much time to relate how
1 contrived to escape, though it was, thanks
to the Moors, to the French being un-
acquainted with some‘of the outlets of
my late habitation :”’—but having requested
a private audience of colonel Davers, he
briefly recapitulated how he had ‘learnt
the retreat of*donna Victoria, and what
bad proved ‘he result of their interview;
he then centered at large into a plan which
he had formed during his walk from the
Castle, adding, ‘* But should my scheme,

B2



4 THE SPANISH CAMPAIGN.

upon mature deliberation, appear too ha-
zardous, I hope I'shall be allowed to re-
move the unfortunate donna Victoria, and
some, if not all her treasures.”

* That you stand bound todo, my brave
boy, and I own I think your other scheme
promises well ; but we must hear what our
genecral says to the plan, before we debate
the business more seriously.”

The commander-in-chief entered at once
into the spirit of the undertaking. ¢ British
soldiers are never deterred by difficulties,”
he observed ; *“ they were always ready to
perform even impossibilities in a glorious
cause, and here seemed to be every pro-
spect of sucecess. Franklin should turn
knight-errant, and be supported in his well-
planned enterprise by a select body of
cavalry, who might, by taking a circuitous
route;?proceed to within a couple of miles
of the Castle, at which distahce it might be
most prudent to leave their 'horses, and
proceed on foot to-the river: should they,
as might be expected, find the young lady
awaiting their approach, Charles, who
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could hold a parley with her, must give in
his report, and his companions must be
guided more or less by his advice: he felt
inclined to trust implicitly to his prudence,
as he was convinced that he would not
rashly endanger the lives of his brother
soldiers, nor attempt to surprise the garri-
son, except he had every prospect of suc-
cess ; at all events, they would be able to
bring off donna Victoria, and what she
deemed most valuable and most port-
able.”

Charles was highly elated at being thus
permitted to execute his well- digested plan;
and at nine that evening he set out, in ex-
cellent spirits, to achieve his sortof Quis cte
adventure. The officer who commanded
the chosen body of men selected for tiis
service, amounting to sixty-five in numbe.,
was one of his intimate friends, and very
eager to second his views, as he should
share the honour of the enterprise; and to
be placed in'the road to glory was all he
required of his general.

Hcaven seemed to favour their under-
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taking, as they had not procecded far erve
it began to thunder, which was succeeded
by a pouring rain. None of the party
grieved at being completely drenched,
since the darkness of the night prevented
their being seen, and the war of elements
might also prevent their being heard, and
possibly prevent their falling in with any
of the enemy’s patroles.

As they had flattered themselves,
they met with no impediment to retard
their progress, save a few peasants, who
were now so accustomed to see different
parties of soldiers of either natiom, that
they scarcely noticed their approach, or the
road they pursued, contenting themselves
with crying, ¢ Suceess to the patriots [*,

Having reached a wood about the given
distance from their place of destination,
they dismounted ; and leaving their horses
in charge of some of the men, who were
to hasten forward, if required, upon a con-
certed signal, the captain who command-
ed the little troop, guided by our hero,
proceeded at the head of fifty-seven brave,
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resolute fellows, each armed with a broad
sword and a brace of pistols. When once
they rcached the river, Charles made no
doubt of leading them to the precise spot
which the bridge would reach, should
donna Victoria be at hand to turn it over ;
as she might, owing to the weather, have
given up all hopes of seeing him, still he
thought she would be in waiting; at all
cvents, he pushed forward, his little party
moreslowly bringing up the rear. Scarcely
" had he, by the glimmering light which the
breaking of the clouds afforded him, dis-
tinguished the Moorish pavilion, ere he
heard the Castle clock proclaim the hour
of midnight.

‘“ Surely,” he thought, “donna Victoria
would not disappoint me—no, that was im-
possible, and she could not be aware of the
late storm, which was now blowing over, ex-
cept she had bden in waiting at leastacouple
of hours.” * Such were his reflections while
he stood opposite the pavilion, when to
his great joy, he thought he saw some one
move within the retreat, and in answer
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to a signal agreed upon between them
when they separated, he saw her wave her
hand. She was dressed in black, and had
Jain for the last hour along the bench, not
to excite notice, should any one remark the
building from the opposite side. Joyfully
did she send the bridge across; Charles ran
over, and eagerly seized her trembling
hand, which he raised to his lips, while he
whispered, I hope I have insured your
liberation, my fair friend; I have a strong
party of friends, prepared to act either
upon the offensive or defensive, as circum-
stances may require; so now tell me
whether any material alteration has taken
place in the disposition of the troops
whom I leflt in possession of the Castle.”
“ Not that 1 know of, my generous
friend: I believe yourunexpected departure
created some bustle, as the general was
sent for; you was not missed till your
breakfast was taken into your room, when
all appeared to be hurry and confusion, as
I was, as you will suppose, upon the listen,
Captain Beaumanoir summoned the men
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who had been upon duty during the
night, and vowed vengeance against them-
all; he also affected to have discovered
where you had scaled the wall; and I heard
him say, he wished you had broken your
neck in the attempt. God help you, should
you ever” again fall into-his power; he
sent out several parties in various direc-
tions, for mere form sake, I should suppose,
or to be beforeband with the general, who
soon arrived, as I heard his voice when he
examined the place where the captain main-
tained you had climbed- the wall. The
general did not'make any stay, as his pre-
sence. was required at his quarters, I under-
stood : your men are to be removed to-
morrow, and a reinforgement is to ‘be sent
hither, as they fear the Castle will be attack-
ed, if only in revenge for yourseizure;; they:
also memionecj me, but do not seem to-
have an idea where I have sought a retreat,”
*“ How should they, my kind friend ? but
as even moments are precious, will you:
have the goodness to return to yout prison,
B3
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and just show a light, to guide our steps—
of course your lamp is burning ?”

“1left it so—and I will endeavour to
enact the heroine, though nature never
intended me for such an undertaking ; but
self-preservation will call forth the courage
even of the most timid.”

“ You can have nothing to fear, and
we cannot lose ourselves when once* within
the vaulted passage; there we can follow
each other, only take care to enable us to
distinguish yourroom. One question more,
and then I will velease you—has any one
taken possession of my late apartment,
or arc there any sentinels in the inner
court ?”’

“Tam certain your prison remains un-
tenanted, and there have been no sentinels
in the court since your departure was dis-
covered.”

“ Then every thing seems to favour my
plan; so while you retrace your steps to
your gloomy abode, I will go in search of
my companions, who were to halt on the
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other sile of the river till I came to sum-
mon them forward.”

“ Remember, my friend, the bridge is
not calculated to admit of more than one
person passing at a time.”

“ Thanks for your caution!” replied
Charles, returning to i‘mpart what he had
learnt to his auxiliarics. -

Suflice it to say, that in another quarter
of an hour they were all within the arched
passage, each holding by the other, as those
in the rear could not distinguish the mere
glimmering light which proceeded from
the room, where they at last silently as-
sembled. - Donna Victoria could only bow
her thanks to the officers, while she pointed
out her remaining stock of wine and bis-
cuits to sheir notice,>which, wet apd fa-
tigued as they all were, proved a very sea-
sonable refreshment, as each man received
at least half aspint, of an excellent quality,
which so theered their spirits, that they
were ready to encounter an armed host, if
required.

Charles then requested donna Viec-
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toria would lead to the secret entrance
into his late apartment, observing, < that
let what would be the result of their at-
tempt to secure the garrison, she might de-
pend upon their securing her retreat, and
they would also carry ofl best part, if not
all her valuables.”’

Donna Victoria could have wished they
had contented themselves with removing
her and her treasures, but both officers
and men were anxious to make the most
of so unexpected an opportunity to ren-
der themseclves masters of such a body of
French. With due precaution, having
previously ascertained that no one was
within hearing. the false back wasremoved:
the light having been previouslv shrouded,
Charles crept through, and having assured
himself that the room was unoccupicd, the
captain, other officers, and their men,
silently followed him, and :ihe lamp they
had brought was uncovered, when Charles
briefly pointed out the situation of the
offices; and the captain as speedily, in
conjunction with him, arranged their plan _

3
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of attack: an equal number of soldiers were
to enter each room, ordormitory, over the
stables, at the same moment, while others
were appointed to secure those whoslept in
the more rcmoé\ouf—builalings, and to take
care to secure the semtinels in the first mo-
ment, or clse, to silence them more effec-
tually, those to whom this necessary task
was alloticd were to dart forward the mo-
ment they entered the court,  The officers,
whom it was known slept within the Castle,
were to besuffered toremain undisturbed till
the last, as the men might be all secured ere
they were apprized, oraware of what was go-
ing forward.  Charles had settled not to be
present when captain Beaumanoir was se-
cured, whom it was resolved to treat with the
greatest lenity, and he wished to sparc him
even the mortification of seeing him in
the character of his conqueror and foe.
One of thesoldiers, a carpenter by trade,
was come ‘prepared with tools to open the
door into the passage, “which he did, with
great dexterity, in a very short time, with
little or no noise; and as they cautiously
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advanced, they had no reason to suppose
that any one was aware of their proximity
o 'lppr()a(‘h. With the greatest pre-

caution thev unclosed tyhk‘tfnor leading
into the court: again ti listened ; the
same silence prev u‘*d [fad it beenpracti-
cable, Charles wi hed in the first instance,
to have liberated his own men, who would
have been of greatassistance to their enter-
prize : but upon mature deliberation, they
acreed that the attempt might disconcert
their plans, as they were conlined in a re-
mote part of the buiiding, and the least
alarm would put the enemy upon their
guard.

The door being now opened, Charles
pointed out the differcnt staircases leading
to thg rooins where”it was supposed the
men were lodged.  The captain took the
lead with his party to ascend the one facing
them, while his lieutenant And our hero
were cach to lead a party up those to the
right and left.,

Scarcely had the captain advanced a
few paces, when he was challengedby a
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sentinel, who came from beneath an arch,
which hiad concealed him from their view,
who perceiving the number of armed
men who rh?ed\Of\tv of the Castle at the
moment he spoke, gave the alarm, and
the next moment heNyas cut down by
the commanding officer, who, fearing he had
roused his comrades, hastened, as did the
other parties, up the respective stairs; and
as the soldiers were all in their first sleep
when the sentinel cried  to arms,” they
were secured with very little trouble, and
still less bustle, as each officer declared, that
if one man made any resistance, the whole
party should be put to the sword ; which
threat, as they expected, had the desired ef-
fect of awing them Jnto immediaie sub-
mistion. By the light of a lew lamps sus-
pended in the dormitorics, their arms
were seized, and they were handcuffed.
While those above were thus easily secu-
red, the p:(rt_v below were more actively
engaged, as they did not sowell know where
'to find about twenty of the garrison, who
‘were lodged upon the ground floor, wha
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therefore made some resistance, as they
were attacked by a very inferior number ;
but these were so immediately reinforced,
that they thought it most student to sur-
render at discretion, as their comrades had
done before them

Thus, in less than twenty minutes, the
British were completely masters of the
garrison, if we except the captain and first:
lieutenant, who, from being lodged within
the Castle, towards the garden, had not
heard even the little bustle that had oc-
curred, much less the sentinel, who ought
to have been more alert, and ncarer the
door; and he had been so immediately
killed, he had not roused them by his
single cry.

Bu: the inferior officers and men being
safely secured, the British captain and two
of his men went in search of Beaumanoir
and his licutenant, preceded by a French
corporal, who dared not refuse to become
their guide.

The officers were sound asleep, in a
two-bedded room; but Beaumanoir no



THE SPAMNISH CAMPAIGN, L7

sooner opened his eyes, when seceing a
British officer standing over him, desiring
him tosurrender, he exclaimed, “ This is
all owing to~what treacherous Lnuhahman,
whom I suffeied to-girape

“ Did vou then connisg at the departure
of the officer you are so ready to accuse’ ’
retort«d the captain.

“ No, I certainly did not do that; but it
is owing to my lenity that I am now, in my
turn, a prisoner.”
 ““ This is not the time to debate the
point, sir, so may I request you would
hasten to dress; if, as you say, you have
shown any particular indulgence to an
Englishman, we, his countrymen, will not
show ourselves ungrateful; thereflore you
may command my scrvices and my ‘best
offices, while you remain our prisoner.”

« You wish to cheer my spirits ; but pray
tell me how yolu gained admittance within
these walls? arc my men all secured ? 1
hope you did not effect your purpose by
treachery ?”

“ No,on my honour; your men were, lie
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yourself, taken by surprise ; had time been
allowed them, we should have paid dearer
for our conquest: we entered by, the same
road licatenant Franklin t.aversed, when
he eluded vour vigilanee.”

“ Wonderful ! we must all have slept
sound indeed ; but the sentinels ?”

“One I cut down—he gave the alarm;
the other, I fancy, roused part of the gar-
rison, as we met with more resistance in
one quarter than we were prepared to ex-
pect.” ’

“ Altogether T am lost in wonder and
amaze, to find myself a prisoner, as if by
magic. Surely this is not an enchanted
abode; but 1 know Franklin is the prime
mover of this scherpe. 1 only wish I could
call him out, for having thus caught me in
a snare.”

“ Nuay, nay, did not you first ensnare
him ? and all stratagems, you know—but I
will not repeat such old saws; Tcan only
assure you, that Franklin speaks of you as
a brave and generous enemy, and declares
himself to be greatly indebted to your
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lenity ; this he has told our commander-in-
c??e{;‘therefore, if you are not immediately
cxchangcd; ~you will be put upon your
parole.” ‘

““ That will be tiia.very means of keep-
ing mesecure; had I been equally politic,
I might have remained commander here
till Doomsday, ere Franklin would have
broke his word.”

“ No doubt you might; and even now,
when you know all, T shall expect to hear

“you applaud your late prisoner’s gallant
conduct.”

“ Gallant conduct !—why surely he has
not, discovered the retreat of donna Vic-
toria D’Aranza ?” )

The British captain- smiled, mercly say-
ing, ** Now let us be going.”

“ Sacre blcu!—I1 sce my way now:
what will Roncevalles say when he learns
who taught Franklin the secret issues of
this gloomy abode ? Ah! she thought an
Englichiman the less dangerous confidante—
but how came I to be so easily duped ?”

By this time they had rcached the court,
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where all the prisoners were now assem-
bled. *  So here we are,” he gaily exclii-

ed, “ caught like so many rats in4 trap;”

and the next moment he caught sight of

ourhero, advancing withi hisown men, whom

he had been to li¥erate, and whom he had

now armed,

Charles instantly advanced towards him,
saying,  Yesterday, my kind friend, you
expressed a great wish to visit England, and
your excellent uncle and I knew of ne
other mode of gratifying your desire,”

* The deuce take you for such kindness,”
he replied, readily accepting his }')roﬁ'eregi
hand, when pulling him on one side; ““so
you have really discovered the beauntiful
fugitive 3

“8he made herself and her retreat known
to me, and I hope ere long to introduce
you, as my friend, to her notice. General
Roncevalles has been here, she tells me,
and you supposed I had scaled the wall.”

“ Does her spirit haunt this abode, or
has she some dealings with the black gens
tleman 2"
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I will enter into every detail when I
a\w{o\fe‘ at leisure ; at present, I must at-
tend to*my duty.”

Beaumanoir bowed assent ; and some of
the men were placed 25 guards over the pri-
soncrs, while the rest were preparing for
their departure, by collecting what they
wished to remove. Our hero, convin-
ced that they had no surprise to fear,
hastened to announce their success to
donna Victoria, who had retreated to her
prison, where she waited, in the most
agonizing suspense, the result of what she
thought a very rash scheme ; and ere our
hero appeared, she had felt assured that the
whole party had fallen a sacrifice tosuperior
numbers. Had not her trembling limbs
refused their office, she would have given
her preserver the mecting, who hastened
to relieve her anxicty by briefly relating
how easily they had overpowered the gar-
rison, ‘

% Of course my father is not among
those taken. Sincercly do I wish he was;
but I make no doubt you will gain some
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authentic intelligence respecting him fron
captain Beaumanoir, Ile will merely gexi-
firm my worst fears, [ am afriaid; but could
the duke be informed of my s'xfuy, it might
materially contribute to his comfort.”

“ He must learn that we have surprised
the garrison, and he may guess the result:
$0 now what are you most anxious to have
removed, independent of these chests?”

« As the British do not mean to keep
possession of the Castle, I should not will-
ingly leave the French a single article of
value; these chests contain the most port-
able articles of plate and jewels; what was
in use when the French took up their
abode here, remains in the usual reposi-
tories, which were  sealed, I understood,
by the general; let those be broken, and
the plate be removed, for the benefit of
the little party who accompanied you;
there are also some pictures of great value,
which my father would redeem at any
price; all I mean to claim is contained in
this room.” ' : T

* We came as friends, to assist,in r_e:-}
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moving your goods, not as plunderers and
'@’Qortloners to take advantage of your
mxsfammcs, therefore do me the favour
to accompaiiy me over the Castle, when
you may selert what you think most worthy
your care. I will retuin for you in three
minutes, but I wish to consult with captain
Butler respecting the best mode of con-
veyanrce for such heavy baggage.”

Captain Butler like our hero, disclaimed
all idea of appropriating any part of the
valuables to his share; they had fought for
glory, not for plunder; but they must
now send a couple of men for the horses;
as they must take a circuit to cross the
river, it would be at least an hour before
they would arrive, and the sooner they
were upon the move, the better, smce
though no one had escaped to apprize the
French of their success, they might, before
they were aware, be surprised in their turn,
which, considering the number of prisoners,
would be very unpleasant.

- Two active men were therefore dis-
‘patched back, by the same way they had
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entered the Castle, and desired to make the.
greatest haste. Charles saw them across-
the river, and secured the sccret arwrtune
after them, as that would afford"them a re-

treat, should any mpre troops arrive. Ie
next, with the assistance of the soldiess,
who were told they should be well reward-
ed for this part of the job, removed all
the chests into the court-vard ; and then, in
company with donna Victoria, went to
collect what was most portahle, ihe two
family coaches having been drawn out, to
convey all the least hcavy baggageand F

sclf to the British camp, and a waggon be-
longing to the duke was loaded with th:
largest chests.

- Donna Victoria wps much more anxious
to effect her retreat than to secure her pro-
perty ; but the most valuable pictures, and
a great deal of plate, were, by Charles’s
orders, placed in and upen one of the
coaches; and thehorsesbeing arrived, which,
with those of the garrison, and the family
stud of horses and mules, now amouried
to a hundred and eighty, therefore the
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soldiers were allowed to load an extra car-
viage with what they deemed most useful,
particslarly wine and spirits, so long as
they did not make too free with either:
but all being at last ready, they began
their march. Our hero, by the captain’s de-
s. 2, accompanied donna Victoria in the
coach allotted for her use, since she might
else, he observed, be smothered by the
soxes and caskets falling upon her; be-
sides, she would want some one to keep up

- spirits, after the fatigue and agitation
..¢ had undergone,

No1 was his kind attention unnecessary,
»s shz was extremely agitated when she
took what she apprehended might be a
final leave of her pargptal demesne; she-
also reflected that she was going among
total strangers, since even her protector
was aerely the acquaintance of a day;
still she felt the, necessity of keeping up
he spirits, and of appearing ‘grateful for
Charles’s assurances that she had nothing
further to dread, and that she might, he
made no doubt, easily remove to Lisbon,

YOL. IL c
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where she would be perfectly secure, in the
event of the duke’s continuing a prisoper;
candidly telling her, that he was suspected
af being a patriot, and inquiring whether
ithie supposition was founded on fact?

«ft is indeed ; my father has ever been
an advoé!ﬂ‘égvfor a staunch adherence to
monarchy, and the misfortunes aud capti-
vity of our princes has rendered him a
staunch patriot; but 4§ you may feel curious
to know a little more resp@@ipg my family,
since I have told you my mother was an
Englishwoman, I will enter’ mnto a few
details, which will put you more au fuit
respecting my connexions, '

CHAP. 11

““ My father was born heir to 6ne of the first
titles in Spain, and as he was an only chﬁlg
he would probably have been spoiled: by
indulgence, had he not been early left #h
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orphan, and placed under the care of a rigid.
tutor and ex-Jesuit, who was not inclined
to humour his fancies, and from whom he,:
réceived an excellent education, which
contributed to render him a very domeshc
man, though, like most otheg r nobles he
wentintothe army before he bet ‘ame of age:
he was to have married & Jady of noble
birth and large formne, to whom his fa-
mily had enoagged him in his cradle, but
she died upon the eve of the ceremony,
which so affected him, that it was long sup-
posed he ‘would never select another bride.
To change the scene, he was sent to France
with the ambassador going thither. At
Paris he became acquainted with some
young Englishmen, {vith whom he visited
Italy, Germany, and finally England and
I have heard him say he retirned with re-
‘gret to Spain, where he had no near con-
nexions, and, of course felt himself a
sort of isolated being. But his rank led
the monarch to notice him very kindly,
?hd' ambition became for a time his ruling
passion, as he soon obtained the confidence
c?2
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«of %his sovereign, and at thirty he held a
high post in the ministry : during the en-
suing ten years, he devoted himsclf to
; tics, as he saw the storm which was
hering over France, and fain would he
bavé""ave;tgd it from this now divided
acountry.

“ He had Just entered his fortieth year,
when political bu{mess called him to Cadiz,
where he accidentally stumbled upon an
Englishman with whom m:ld made the
tour of Europe ; he was a man ‘of rank and
family, and had now visited thé south of
Spain in search of health: they i'enewed
their intimacy, ‘with increased avldlty

“ Lord Melvin was the inmate of a British

merchant, who had long been a resident
in Spain, a reputed”Catholic, and hlghfy
respected by the Spanish government. He
was therefore known by name to my fge
ther, whose happy chance had aﬂ"ordea
him the opportunity of becommg person-
ally acquainted with him. As Mr. Levingy
stone was said to be perfectly au fait of:
the trading and monied interest of thy:
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country, and its relative politics with re-
spect to England, my father was conse-
quently his frequent visitor’; and this m
chant’s daughter, my late mother, soomﬂ
_came his chief attraction.

my father remained at (‘adlz,vand contmued-
a daily visitor at my g,randl'a!her s: butnot
to dwell upon what he*frequently termed
the happiest dwof his life, suffice it to say,
that not darinjito urge the indignation of his
brother. ngbles nor to offend his sovereign,
he puvatelv married my mother, and for
some time their union remained a secret,
till .hlsmcreasmg favour-with his sovereign
cmboldened him to_declare it to the mo-
nareh, and my motlier was soon after re-
.cexved at court, as duchess of Aranza; and
never did my father repent having united
“himself to a woman his inferior in point of
f)lrth but, as e often acknowledged, much
his superior in many other respects. Her
death was the first real sorrow I ever ex-
perlenced and my father never recovered
the shock it gave him, which, added to the:
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‘distracted state of his country, induced him
1o retire from court, and shut himself up
Twlth me and a very small suit, "in the
-'ca@i T have just left; you are acquainted

"the recent events, and I need not tell
yon why 1 sought refuge in my late misera-
ble abode : m pray can jou inform me
what is becom “f Beatnce, my late mo-

menials who remamed after the French
had taken possession of the tastle 2

« Upon my honour I cannot satrsfy you ;
I saw no females, nor any maies, save
soldiers.”

* They must have made their qsca'pe( dur-
ing the bustle, for fear they slxould..be
more strictly confinedl; I can no otherwise
account for their noh-appearance.” o

“ That is the most probable conjecture ;,
but may I inquire whether Mr. Levingstone
still resides in Spain ? as he—"

““He would indeed be my ‘protector;
but various unpleasant circumstances ins
duced him, even before my mother’s death,
to seek a retreat in England, and for a time



THE SPANISH CAMPAIGN, 31

my father was obliged to forbear corre-
spondinrg with him ; but this he was after-
wards enabled to do through the means of
lord Mclvin, their joint friend; and the duke

did transmit part of his property to my
grandfather, in case the worst thaL he dread-
ed should bappen, and secured the rest of
his most valuable effccts where you found
theat. Tord Melvin died last year, and as.

various fawily reasons prevented iny grand-
father from¢ slivectly addressing the duke,
we have not heard from him since—indeed
he may also have paid the debt of nature,
though he is not much older than my
father; but I'hope to be able to ain some
intelligence of him, through a gentleman
now resident in Lon“‘on, as to him alone
can I look up for pnmeumn, sl.ould my
father remain in custody.”

.. Charles thanked her for having bronght
Rim, as he said,sacquainted with ail her con-
nexions ; hoped the duke would ere long
be equally fortunate with hersclf; but made
‘:ﬁo doubt of her soon obtaining intelli-
gence of her grandfather; and had he not
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feared to appear curious, he would have
- asked her some farther questions respecting
. his departure from Spain,

s they proceeded on their road, donna
'VMorla appeared to grow more: com-
_posed, as she greatly feared being pursued
by the dreaa I general, and forced back
again.  Charl &‘assmed her she had no
redson to fear any: sucb sinister conclusion
to her adventures, as fhse)g were out of all
danger from the French, %ﬁ%’\appeal ed
greatly to cheer her spirits ‘and as the
morning was very fine, she fe’lt infinite
bencfit from the fresh air, after hgt{éong
confinement, and certainly appeared to
much greater advantage than whei. she
first met our hero’s eyes; still he di(i'?is‘ot
think her what might be deemed beautiﬁﬂ
but she had a pleasing though pensw
countenance, fine eyes, and certainly wﬁ-
a very fine figure.

- By way of beguiling the time, as he did
not, as Beaumanoir would probably havé
done, had he been in the same sltuatlon,v
declare himself her admirer, or wound her
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delicacy by far-fetched compliments, he
gave her a short abstract of his own story,
doing more than justice to his kind pro-
tector, colonel Davers, and to his belogg;:i=
friend Frazer; of his mother he spoke
as she deserved ; his father he equgll)? men-
tioned in the most gratcful manner, ob-
serving, that he had, and waéd6ing more for
him than he had any rurht to expect; nordid
he condemn his mcfe, declaring that he re-
joiced at é&@ving selected another of the
family ta] pply his place, and that he was
emancnpa‘ed from a state of dependence,
which, was particularly irksome to his dis-
posﬁnon.

Donna Victoria Wade some very judi
cigts and apropos rémarks durmv ifs nay-
rative, and appeared gratified by his confi-
dential communications.
7*They were met by a party who had been
sent out to regonnoitre, just before thezy
'éhfere(l , where the British head-
:guarters then were. These gre~t>d captain
Butler and his men with every mark of ap-

c3

i
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probation, and declared that Franklin was
sure to succeed in all his undertakings,
Charles returned the compliments of the
officer who spoke, who took the oppritu-
m(ﬁ to gaze at the fair lberian, assuring
her that he, in common with all his coun-
trymen at,~mer~, rejoiced at her liberation.
She bowed her thanks, and her heightened
colour made her appear to greater advan-
tage than Charles had hyet seen her,

At the entrance of the towy, they were
greeted by colonel Davers, who had becn
deputed by the general to escort the duhe
of Aranza’s daughter to the most con-
ven.cut habitation the rowded state of the
place would adgiit of Zheir allotting her; it
comaisted in a small foit of apartments, in
the hou e of a decent, if not high-born fa-
mll), with whom the colonel also lodged,
but in a detached wing of the building, to
which was annexed a garden, which must
prove a recommendation to‘ the young
lady. This colonel Divers politely recapi-
tulated to donna Vicioria, and then pres
eeced the carriages to her proposed abode,
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where he stood ready to hand her oyt; and
had she been his daughtey, he could not
have welcomed her more cordially, leading
her in, aiter desiring Charles would see
all her bagoage brought in and placed
under her own eye.

ITaving shown her into a handsome sit-
ting-room, he sincerely congratulated her
upon baving made herself known to his
voung relative, who had warmly interested
their general in her behalf, and who had
proved himéelf, as he always did, worthy of
the confidence which had been placed in
his representations.

Donna Victoria gpoke of him as she
thought, of course&r report was highly
favourable : and in as'short a time ‘. the
nature of thc case would admit, the
smaller boxes ond cashets were deposited
in her own room, and the larger chests and
pietures in an adjoining anti-room, which
having locked, Charles brought her the
Ley, and again received her thanks.  They
yere a very poor return,” she observed,
“ for the favours he had done her; she
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only hoped that he who' alone can read
“all hearts, would double his blessings upon
the head of her preserver, and protect him,
"ils she had been, in the hour of need.”

olonel Davers now advised her to take
’some comfortab]e refreshment, and retire
to bed ; sh@must be greatly in need of re-
pose ; ‘the wt?é sof the owner of the house
would attend uponhpr. She was a staunch
patriot, and, he be*ﬂbved a very worthy
woman, thercfore at prE!’eh e could not
be more (honbly situated ; ih-the evening,
general lord —— meant to’ oﬁ'&tr her his
con(rra!ulaxmm he should mtroduce him;
and he supposed his y?una relative, turnm«r
to f"harles, would scize the same oppor-
ity to pay his respect% to her. Shemade
a polite reply; and having summoned:the
hostess to receive her fair lodger’s orders,
the gentlemen departed.

Colonel Davers expressed himself miith
pleased with the young Iberian, during
their walk to the general’s, to whom Char!gs
bricfly related the short abstract of he
story she had given him. He hoped she
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would find a protector in her grandfather,
since he much doubted the duke D’Aranza
ever being liberated ; his belng known to
have married an Englishwoman would
increase his crimes in the eyes of his per-
secutors. Charles then mentioned: .the
chests, &c. which they had removed and
donna Victoria’s offer to give: ‘the unpacked
plate and pictures to l)er_idehverers
‘ She was right 40 ‘make the proposal,

and Butler and?"g ou were still more right
~in ref'usmg}ib take advantage of her situa-
tion. She ‘may, poor thing, be greatly
deceived in her estimate of her property ;
silver. plate is vert bulky, but of little
comparative value \\\Qen sold for its weight ;
the picturcs may prove the greater trea-
sure ; ‘and she may, by your account, have
secured some of the golden ornaments of
ﬁ_}ieir chapel; possibly she has also some
“iéwels: but in my opinion, her greatest de-
.pendence rests upon the money she says
her father transmitted to England, that is,
Za'dmining she holds the securities, and her
grandfather is living.”
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Charles perfectly agreed with his lord-
ship, and was not sorry when he desired
him to devote theday to repose. Celonel
“Davers gaily told him he must not yet re-
sigig his post of protector to donna Victo-
ria, as he had appointed him to assist in
guarding hey, so had had a small room ad-
Joining his own preparc- for him, and that
part of his baggage which had not fallen
into the hands of the Freuch had been re-
moved thither.

We shall therefore leave ot hero and
donna Victoria to recruit their spirits,
while we return to the Castle D’Aranza, as
our 1caders may wish tg learn how general
Ronceval'es bore the(;éisappointme% he
was doomtd to experience.

|

CHAP. IIL

It had never been this general of division’s
intention to rctain possession of the Castle
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of Aranza, as the so doing would have been
very inimical ta' the plan he had heen.
ordered to pursue ; he had therefore, when'
informed that Franklin had made his escape, '
begun to suspect that the English were
better acquainted with the place than him-i
sell, and that they would, if it syifed them,
return in suflicient force to,“surpnse the
little garrison it conmmﬁd He bad no
idea donua \nctona ‘was concealed within
the walls, haymg, ias he thouuht, sounded
every floor ‘and every pannel likely to con-
ceal a secret issuc: that many Spanish
caﬂlcs had such, he felt assured; but the
Castle. D’Aranza wagnot amongst the num-
ber; and as he was sty] more au /’(ut of the
fargily annals than even our hero, he natu-
rally presumed donna Victoria was either
]yin“ perdue in the environs, or that she'was
pon her rcad to Lisbon, preparatory to
hé«r ~embarkatiop for England, whither he
presumed the duke had sent his most va-
luable effects,
This he resolved, if possible, to ascertain
when he returncd to his head-quarters,
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after having learnt the escape of our hero,
which had induced him to suppose the
duke was by some means or other in a
league with the English, and that they had
Before been. privately received within the
i astle.

To %&mer whether these conjectures
were founded in fact, he resolved to alter
his mode of beﬁaﬂ&xr to his prlsoner, who
had been doomed to explate the crime of
being a patriot, even adtmt%' r his daugh-
ter should be discovered; but¥or the pre-
sent, the gencral thought he Would assail
him with affected kindness; and Be‘ce;tamly
acted his part with grpat skill, affecting the
greatest pity for hx, noble prisoner, and
decply regretting his having incurred:the
suspicions of the- present ruler of Spain ;
unfortunately, some papers which had been
found in his possession had increased: ﬁe
distrust of those in power, and he was un-
willingly compelled to keep a stricter guapd
over him than heretofore.

The duke was not the dupe of his plaut%é
ble foc, yet he thought it most politic to
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appear so; and even declared himself very
fortunate in having fallen into the hands
of a friend, since few people were inclined
to lavour the unfortunate.

De Roncevalles triumphed in lmanli)a-'
tion, and continued to exagger ¢ the
danger of his prisoner, till hav?ng, as
he thought, sufficiently 'ﬂarmed him, and
convinced him ol his ab'ht} to befriend
bim, he thus procegded : '

“I comm 'ﬂ?E ‘precaution you took
to remove 1a Vietoria, when you fore-
saw that wfimtght find it necessary to take
pmscssfon ‘of your abode, nor should I wish
you everi now to disdover her retreat to a
person less inclined toy befriend Jyou than
mysglf; but [ have the will and the power
to extricate you from your present very yn-
plea%am snuauon, if you will give me your
fizhter in marriage, and settle your estates
upon ‘her. and her issue, at your demise. ’
A€ the father of my wife, your life and
property will be secured, since I will be-
#He answerable for your future conduct.”

%The duke had expected some such proof
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of his sincere regard, therefore was by mo
means surprised at his modest proposal, and
he was also convinced that, admitting he

ere base enough to sacrifice his only child

l)la own safety, he should not secure it
by s0- domﬂ ; yet not chusihg to appear to
suspect th”“- kind intentions of his con-
queror, he tho:uoht it most advisable not to
declare his abh """ rence of him; he there-
fore assured him thﬁt; he did not himself
know where his dauahter then was, much
less whether she would be i mc jed to com-
ply with his generous proposﬂé,; and he
had resolved never to bias her iﬁt‘li@ations
with respect to masridge—* But. you have
told me that my smAli household remail.s
in statu quo, thercfore from Beamce, Lmy
dauzhier’s atieadant, T may obtain Some
informativn respecting her mistress, . [
have no other means of complying w‘ﬁ\
your request, nor shall I-enter inte any
other details: if, as I make no doubt, ‘y"&u
are sinccre in your wish to scrve me,
send for this woman, and trust to ni
honour for making your proposals know!f’
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tomy daughter, should I, through her means,
be able to trace her retreat.”

The general, who made no doubt but,

dame Beatrice was jn :u’l her master’s secrets,
thouoh she had sworn to him she could
not direct him to donna Vic toria, reso&ved
to return to Aranza the next mormng, and
to terrify her into confessing’affhe wanted
to learn ; when, if he succeedéd in securing
the helress the sooggr she came into pos-
session of he::mperly the better.

The duke 'W'a's' not aware of the extent
of the villaiffious projects; he had with truth
declaredsthat he did not exactly know
where his danghfer was, since he only kncw
that she had sought a retreat in the strong
room, :and she nfight ere this bave escaped
from tﬁencc, as he had urged her to seek
the protection of the British, should he be
rcrﬁzed, as he feared ; besides, dare he ac-
quaint Beatrice, now an clderly weak wo-
maﬁ‘ ‘with the Secret which had hitherto se-
cured his child’s safety, even admitting she

t prove trust-worthy, she would he so
s{tﬁ*&ﬂy watched, that it must be discover-

.
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ed to the general, and thus his child would
be at his mercy. He might wish to marry
her, since he could no otherwise secure her
'?roperty; and could he, without endanger-
‘ing her safety, make her acquainted with
his intentions? he felt half inclined to do
so, and trust entirely to her filial affection ;

like Claudio, he was inclined to ex-
claim-

“ The weariest and most loathed worldly life,
That age, acke, penury, imprisonment,

Can lay on nature, is a paradise, -

To what we fear of death.”

But while he was thus undecided how to
procced, general Roncevalles, attended by
his usual escort, proceeded to his Castle.
The reader may judge of his amaze  upon
perceiving the great gate: open, and on
finding the court deserted; every door
open, and both carriages®and horses of all
descriptions gone! Hastily’ dismounting,
sumething liie the truth having flashed
across his mind, he vowed vengeance against
the wictched duke, till 2 moment’s reflec-
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tion convinced him that he could not have -
planned or contrived what must have been
effected by the enemy, who had of course
been assisted by the ‘treacherous donna
Victoria; yes, she had escaped; that the
duke had half acknowledged ; and ‘being
half an Englishwoman, she had escaped to
her mother’s countrymen, who had pro-
bably been bribed by some of her British
relatives (who, if report wasto be believed,
were people of immense property) to as-
sist her in ransacking the Castle: ‘thus
judging of others by his own feelings, which
rendered him much more ezzer in search of
plunder than in search of glory. Vowing
vengeance against the donna, the duke,
and the British nation, he rushed’into the
house; every door was open, and, as he
expected, every article ol value was re-
moved ; when having reached the grand
staircase, he saw two women, one of whom
he. recognised, to be Beatrice, whom he
had resolved to threaten into confessing
where donna Victoria was concealed; she
iwas evidently in tears, and was assisted by



46 THE SPANISH CAMPAIGN,

the other servant bringing down a bundle.
They were not aware of his approach till
he demanded in an authpritative voice
“ what they were about?”  Beatrice
#lacked her hold, as did her companion,
and the bundle rolled down to his feet ;
he repeated his demand in a louder tone,
when Beatrice sobbed out, « We were
going to remove our clothes, sir; since the
Castle having been stripped, we had no
hopes of the family retarning thither.”

“\Who supposed you had ?—Dbut pray, ma-
dam Beatrice, where is your young lady ?”

“]am sure, sir, I do not know which road
the soldiers took, with whom she went
away, nor how they got into the Castle.”

« That I shall make you prove,.since
hitherto you have denied that donna Vic-
toria was concealed in the Castle, yet now
you acknowledge she went from hence
with a party of the enemy.”

I can safely swear, sir, that I never saw
donna Victoria after the duke was carried
awaya prisoner; shemight, foraughtIknow,
have feturned with the English, who over-
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powered the garrison, and stripped the
Castle.  God knows, T am at a loss to tell
who are friends and who are enemics.”
The general stormed and raved as if he
had been unprepared for this confirmation
of all his worst surmises; threatened to
Lill both - the women—accused them of
Laving deceived him—and seemed, as he
realiy was, outrageous; till having vented
his fury, he thréatened the poor wenches.
with instant death, if they did not enter
into every detail he was anxious to hear.
Beatrice, who was by no means the weak
character her master snpposed,. was much
the least intimidated of the-two ; she there-
fore, in a few words, related, “ that she
had been disturbed at a very carly hour
by the clashing of arms in the court ; un-
able to account for the seeming bustle, fear
for her personal safety at first induced her
to remain very quiet, till curiosity, as the
fighting seerted to have ccased, led her to
her window; the night had been very
stormy, and was still too dark to admif ‘of
her seeing all that was going forward, but
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the ‘court appeared full of soldiers, some
of whom had lights, and a general bustle
prevailed ; carriages were loaded with dif-
ferent articles, and finally, donna Victoria
fﬂj@parted in a coach with an English officer,
a‘ccompanied by many more, and the gar-
rison, ‘whe. appeared to be prisoners.”

This certalnly correct, though rather in-
coherent account, merely increased the ge-
neral’s rage ; he asked fifty questions in a
breath, and socon found that fear alone had
restrained these women from‘also claiming
the protection of the British ; but they were
not aware they came as friends, til] they saw
their mistress depart under their protection;
and they had since been collecting their
clothes previous to making their escape, as
they with JUS(ICCr feared the return of ge-
neral Roncevalles, who was, if possible,
more vesed at being thus defrauded of
those treasures he fancied,so secure, parti-
cularly the pictures, of which.he well knew
the value, and which he intended to have
sent to Paris as trophies of his victories. . .

Having convinced himself that merely'
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the massive old-fashioned furniture re-
mained within the walls, he returned, still
attended by Beatrice and the other servant,
whom he had obliged to precede him into
the interior apartments, to the hall, when
he commanded them to show his military
attendants where the family store of wood
was kept, and then obliged tliem to assist
in making a pile of billets and faggots at
the foot of the grand staircase; having
seen it arranged to his mind, he command-
ed Beatrice, because he thought she would
feel most mortified, “ to set it on fire !”

She turndd pale, and entreated to be
spared the task in very moving terms;
while her companion, who trembled every
joint, stood ready with a light and a wisp
of straw.

“ You refuse to obey me, do you, you
infernal old hag? but I will either place
you upon the top of the pile, and set light
to it myself; or you shall save me the
trouble.”

Of course she became subservient to hie
voL. 11 o
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will; and in less than half an hour the
Castle was in flames, which promised to
level it with the ground.

Having thus vented his rage upon the
building, the generél sullenly remounted
his horse, and returned to head-quarters;
meditating as he rode along respecting the
fate of the owner of the domain. He firmly
believed, that ta save his life he would
readily have given ‘him his daughter; but
it seemed next to impossible, as matters
had turned out, to obtain any power over
her; besides, admitting, at the duke’s
request, she was restored to his protection,
the British would not return the valuables
they had scized ; to them she was no doubt
indebted for their intercession: and he
might seize the lands without marrying the
tréa_cherous girl ; yet he felt that he liked
her'person, and he would have bestowed
half the estates upon any one who would
place her once more within.his reach; at
lust hre resolved to be perfectly candid with
the duke, rather hoping to discover from
his looks or words, whether he was at all
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aware of his daughter’s having sought the
protection of the English ; he was also very
anxious to learn whether any of his pro-
perty was concealed in or about the Castle,
though it seemed most probable the young
fugitive had taken care to secure all she
could remove. ,
Having thus decided, he paid his pri-
soner an immediate visit, and certainly
came rather abruptly to the point, as he
exclaimed, the moment he entered, * Your
daughter is in the hands of our enemies,
and vour Castle is in ruins.”
¢ In the hands of the British ! is Victoria
in the hands of the English?” cried the
duke, whose countenance certainly did not
evince much sorrow ; but hastily recalli‘ng
his presence of mind. ¢ And have they
destroyed my Castle? They—but to an-
swer what purpose?”
“ To oblige you, I suppose, since you
seem rejoiced at their having your daughte’i‘
in their power; but you have only con-
. firmed what I have long suspected, that
you were friendly to their cause.”
D2
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“c I was never the friend of the enemies
‘of my country, general.”

“¢ No, you are a patriot, and consider the
French as your enemies.”

“ I only wished to remain neuter, and
_to end my days in peace; but I acknow-
ledge I rejoiced to hear my child was living,
as, she might, I feared, have perished in a
dungeon.”

¢« Aye, she was, as I supposed, concealed
within the Castle—nay, you need not he-
sitate to acknowledge the fact, since I was
told she departed with the British by Bea-
trice, your confidante, who, to display her
joy, actually made a bonfire of your Castle,
‘whether by her lady’s orders, I cannot in-
form you.”

“You are certainly diverting yourself
at my expence, general ?”

4] am in no laughing humour, I assure ;
'you, and T have only stated facts; so you
may as well:tell me where your daughter.
was concealed.”

“ ‘You are to the full as likely to know
as myself, since you have been upon the
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spot, and seem to have made yourself ac-
quainted with every particular.”

““Ido not chuse to be thus put off, there-.
fore come to the point at once,. or—"

““Idespise your threats, general. I was,
and am still, inclined,. if she is not averse
to your proposals, to bestow my daughter
upon: you; more I will not say, nor shall
you make me the mere tool:of your con-
venience.”

The general no: longer wishing to con-
ciliate his prisoner, gave a free loose to
his long-stifled rage; and soon convinced
the duke that it was a very fortunate thing
for his daughter she had escaped such a
connection, and that even had he married
her, he would probably have fallen a sa-
crifice to his avarice;and as it is sai the
worst certainty. is preferable to suspense,
ke felt much more inclined to welcome
-death, now his fate appeared inevitable,.
than while 'he flattered himself with hopes
of life; therefore the moment he was alone,
he fell upon his knees, to return thanks to
Heaven for his daughter’s safety, as he
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made no doubt of her having secured more
than sufficient to place her in affluence; and
should her grandfather be still living, with
him she would find an asylum, and in him
an affectionate protector. He could have
wished to have been informed of the par-
ticulars of her escape; but as that did not
seem likely, he resolved to devote the few
remaining weeks or days he might be suf-
fered to linguish in confinement, to pre-
paring himself to die.

CHAP. 1V,

Doxna Victoria was enabled, owing to her
recent fatigue, to enjoy a few hours com-
fortable repose; but when she woke, her
thoughts, as usual, reverted to her father;
yet she felt consoled by the idea that she
had merely followed his orders, in having
placed herself under the protection of the
British. They seemed to treat her with the
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respect due to her sex ; while hud she fallen
into the power of Roncevalles, she should
have been insulted, if not ill-treated, asshe
had overheard enough of his discourse to
Beaumanoir to lead her to expect no mercy
at his hands; most grateful, therefore, did
she feel towards Heaven and our hero.
Colonel Davers was a very respectable man,
and she rejoiced at being under his imme-
diate protection ; but as she expected to
sec the gencral in whose praise fame spoke
.50 loudly, she selected a more elegant dress
from among the clothes she had brought
away, and having completed her toilette,
repaired to the sitting-room appropriated
to her use.

The woman of the house wis extremely
attentive, placed a variety of refreshments
before her, and rejoiced to see her make
up for her late scanty lare; from this wo-
man donna Victoria heard a very gratify-
ing account of colonel Davers; and to her
she lamented having left her faithful Bea-
trice behind her ; entering into several de-
tails respecting the French having seized
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her father’s Castle, which greatly interested
her landlady; and who assured her she
might easily (as she wished for an English
attendant,) procure one of the soldier’s
wives to wait upon her; nay, she believed
that the woman who washed for colonel
Davers had lost her husband in a recent
engagement ; she would doubtless rejoice
at being taken into her service.

Donna Victoria requested she wotld
make the arrangement; and was listening
with still more interest to her account of
JieutenantFranklin,whohad, she understood,
been an active benefactor of her intended
servant, nor was she sorry to hear he also
lodged under the same roof, when gencral
lord ‘was announced, and entered,
accompanied by colonel Davers and our
hero.

The general paid his compliments in the
most flattering manner, assuring her that
he rejoiced at her emancipation from her
late captivity ; adding, “ much as we all re-
gretted the detention of our general fa-
vourite, Franklin, we all now join in agree-
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ing that much good has arisen from his.
having been surprised ; and had you been:
allowed to seek a protector among us all,

your choice could not have fallen upon

one more likely to perform impossibilities .
in yourservice, nor-less likely. to fancy you.
at all indebted to his spirit of ‘chivalry.”

Donna Victoria’s reply convinced the-
general.and the colonel that she was fully
sensible- of her obligationis to our hero,
whe gaily entreated that'she would enable:
him to deserve her praises, by continuing:
to employ him in her service.

She bowed -her thanks, and .then, at the-
general’s desire, entered into a short detail ;
respecting her father, general: De.Ronce-
valles, &c. which convinced the brave hero -
she addressed: that- the~ duke D’Aranza,
like some other noble Spaniards, had wish-
ed to remmin unnoticed til he saw whether-
the patriots or the French were most likely
to succeed, when he meant to have joined
the conquereors, and have attributed his in«.
action and supineness to ill health and po--

D3
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licy. His daughter appeared to possess a
much stronger mind, and to be, as she de-
clared, more than half an Englishwoman.

He readily allowed her claim to the ap-
pellation of countrywoman ; and agreed that
it might be better she should remain where
she was, instead, as he meant to advise,
proceeding to Lisbon, till she learnt what
was likely to be the fate of her father. He
supposed, he told her, he would be remov-
ed, perhaps, into France, for fear he should
make his escape and join her; promising
to take the most likely means to procure
some intelligence of his situation, and to
inform him of her safety.

He then took his leave, much impressed
in favour of the young Iberian. Asshe
had ‘repeatedly entreated he wounld allow
her to reward the services of the soldiers
he had sent to her relief— I will present
them with what I think necessary, in your
name, my young friend; and you shall at
some f{uture period repay me what I may
advance, since remember the men went
upon mine and their country’s service, and
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have been rewarded by their success; a
much smaller number could have sufficed
to remove you and your chests in safety ;-
we entered' this country to protect and
assist, not to plunder the Spaniards.” He
then departed, leaving the colonel and our
hero with the young lady, who declared
that were she but assured that her father
would be removed to France, and merely,.
like- their monarch, be kept in captivity,
she should feel comparatively happy to.
what she had done of late; again deplor-
ing her not having thought of Beatrice:
when she left the Castle, since to have had
her about her would have greatly increased.
her comforts. .

This the gentlemen readily believed ;-
but as it grew late, they wished her a good--
night; the colonel merely enforcing the
general’s hint respecting her property,.
which he thought had better, for the pre-
sent, remain- in the chests; offering to-
supply her with any sum she might reqmre*
for her present exigencies.

She was sensible- of the kindness of his
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intention; but assured him she was very
amply provided with current cash, since
the duke thought she might be obliged to
pay pretty dearly for either safety or pro-
tection.

The colonel agreed that she might have
fallen into more mercenary hands, and de-
parted with his young favourite.

Having reached their own apartment—
“'Well, what say you to the young lady,
colonel ?** asked our hero.

“ She improves upon acquaintance,
Charles, as she does not seem to be de-
ficient in point of common sense. Her fa-
therhas, and will, orlam mistaken, pay pretty
dearly for not having sought the protection
of the British. He appears to be a weak
manceuvrer, whose plans were so shallow, a
child might have seen through them ; if
such were the ministers and politics of
Spain, no wonder she is sa divided in her
councils; surely, as his late wife has or had
relations in England, to them he ought
long since have consigned both his daugh-
ter and his property; but by wishing to
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retain both that and his estates, he has lost
all, as, depend upon it, he will die in prison,
and general Roncevalles will secure his
estates, if not his title.”

This Charles thought very probable ; but
as the colonel had letters to write, he
also sat down to address Frazer and lady
Franklin ; to the former, he entered into
various minute details respecting donna
Victoria, his resent captivity, &c.; to his
mother he more briefly related his reent
adventures, making verylight to both of his
own exertions, and requesting to hear as
speedily as possible from each of them.

But unawares to himself, he felt an in-
creasing interest in the concerns of donna
Victoria; and when he retired for the night,
he formed a variety of plans, all tending to
her comfort and gratification. In conse-
quence of these his waking dreams, he
sought out a*Spaniard whom he knew to be
attached fo the Guerillas, who were in the
_pay of the commander-in-chief, and pro-
posed to him to go in search of donna Bea-
trice, who must, he supposed, have sought

3
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a refuge in or near the Castle of Aranza,
giving the man to understand that he should
be rewarded in proportion to his zeal and
success, as he made no doubt of donna
Victoria’s amply renumerating his services,
should hesucceed in bringing away her at-
‘tendant ; if not, he meant to pay him for
his time, and not to mention bhaving em-
ployed him,

Meanwhile, the soldier’s wife had gladly
accepted the situation preposed to her by
the woman of the house, and had entered
upon her new duties much to the comfort
and satisfaction of denna Victoria, to
-whom she related so many traits of Charles’s.
kindness and humanity, towards his men
and their wives, that she felt her regard:
for him greatly increased, as he appeared’
to be always anxious te mitigate the horrors.
of war, and to meliorate the condition of
those under his command, and-she rejoiced.
to I=arn.that he was adored by his men.

‘“Every body regretted his being sur-
prised by thosc vile French,” proceeded
Sarah May; ‘“ one would have thought that
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half the officers had lost their brother,
or their best friend, they all seemed so
anxious about him; and I dare say they
would have rescued him at every risk, if
God and your ladyship had not been be-
forehand with them. My poor husband was
killed under his eyes, and doing his duty;
nd he broke the news to me himself, and
has been my best friend ever since. Iam
sure I pray for him every day.”

Donna Victoria thought she was still
more obliged to him, and in this she felt
confirmed, when, the third day after her
arrival at ——, he presented himself at her
door, accompanied by donna Beatrice,
whom the guerilla had discovered conceal-
ed in the village adjoining the Castle, and
brought with him to our hero, who how
acknowledged having sent him in search
of the good woman, as he was well assured
that donna Victoria would amply reward
his exertions. Thisshe thankfully did, and
rendered the man such a staunch friend,
that he volunteered to convey a message
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to her father, and to bring her one in-re-
turn ; she eagerly accepted his offer, pro-
mising to double her present donation
when he returned;

Nor was she less grateful towards Charles,
upon whom she absolutely forced a diamond
ring of great value. ‘* Itis my own,” said
she, * though intended for a gentleman ;
but it was given me on one of my birth-
days by my English grandfather, who was
a dealer in jewels, for me to bestow upon
any friend: and I am sure he would ap-
prove of my offering it to your acceptance.”
~ In vain did Charles endeavour to excuse
himself from availing himself of her ge-
nerosity, under the plea that asoldier’s bag-

.gage was frequently lost, therefore she
might at last be only enviching the French.
But she seemed so hurt at what she styled
his ¢ proud spirit,” that he finally accepted
her gift, presuming it had been intended
for her future husband by the original
donor, and thinking that he might perhaps,
were he base enough to take advantage of
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r situation, make himself a sufficient in-
terest in her heart to obtain that title, to
her esteem, gratitude, and obedience.

CHAP. V,

From Beatrice donna Vietoria learnt what
had occurred since her departure from the
abode of her ancestors, and was horror-
struck when she heard how cruelly general
Roncevalles had finally gratified his re-
venge ; nay, from Begtrice’s account, she
felt assured that she et had a very narrow
escape since the general had’ repeatedly
sworn that he only wished she had been
still concealed about the building, as he
should then have punished both father and'
daughter for their treachery; and she was
also convinced, that had she fallen into his
power, miserable indeed would have been
her destiny, even had she been- base enough
to have accepted of his protection; and
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her father she now scarcely doubted wou'd
fall a victim to his brutal sanguinary is-
position.

Colonel Davers could not give her hopes
which he did not entertain, but he endea-
voured to prepare her mind against the
worst ; and, as he fully expected, when the
guerilla returned, he informed our hero
that the duke had been tried the day after
his daughter had left the Castle—found
guilty—sentence of death was pronouncd
agazinst him—and his estates declared the
property of the vigilant Roncevalles, asa
reward for his zeal in the cause of justice.
He had not, however, suffered thesentence
of the law, having; it was reported, died in
prison; it was therefore given out to
amuse the people that he would have becn
pardoned, and merely confined till a peace
took place; while he (the guerilla) felt
assured that he had been purposely mur-
dered, as they dared not have brought such
a man o the scaffold.

This mclancholy intelligence, though
softened down as much as possible, oc-
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casioned donna Victoria a most dreadful
shotk, and a serious fit of illness; since,
though she could not accuse herself of
having occasioned her father’s death, she
leared her escape had increased the fury of
hisenemies. Beatrice proved, however, an
able consoler; and as donna Vieteria be-
lieved her fatlter had died (though perhaps.
of grief) a natural death, after a time she
grew maore reconciled to her fate, and con-
sulted with her attendant respecting her
fut’ure‘plans. Beatrice, who did not 'like
the notion of visiting England, which she
thought a country of heretics, advised
their removing to Lisbon, where they might
for the present board in a convent, from
whence donna Victoria might write to her
grandfather; and if he was living, he would
probably answer her letter in person, and
take her under his protection.

The fair Spaniard said she would con-
sider of the matter; and in consequence
seized the first opportunity to conglt with
colonel Davers respecting her fllftg plans.
He agreed it would be very desirable that
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that she should remove from the imme-
diate seat of war; but she'could not'un~
dertake such a journey merely attended by
two females, and any male servants she
might engage, since the supposed value of
“her baggage might induce those who ought
"to be ler. protectors to become her plun~
.derers, if no worse befel her. Still, as it
was reported- that the French forces were
"daily increasing; ere any decisive action
took - place, he made no doubt of the ge-
neral’s sending a detachment to Lisbon;
and she might avail herse]f of the opportu-
nity to remove under their protection..
‘ Had she any agquaintance at Lisbon 2
‘“ Her father had been in habits of in-
timacy with an Irish merchant, who resided
there, and had through his medium trans-
miited some of his property to England.”
“Then she had better write to this gentle-
man, who might either receive her into
his own family, or secure her-apartments
in sorbconvent.”
Donna Victoria resolved to follow his
advice, though she was by no means sorry
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tofind it would be imprudent to leave ——
without an escort, as Sarah May had
greatly increased her prepossession in fa-
vour of our hero, and her increasing inti-
macy with him convinced her that he was
a man of the most ingennous mind, and the
most elegant manners; from Wi;she
learnt that the goodness of his heart and
the sweetness of his temper had rendered
him the friend of all his brother officers,
and the idol of the soldiers, who appeared
invincible under his command. From the
general she heard, that though brave even
to” faulty rashness, he was no less remark-
able for humanity and presence of mind.
‘She had therefore, ere she was aware of
the circumstance, surrendered Her heart
into his keeping; still she dare not flatter
herself with having inspired him with a
similar passion, as he merely treated her
with the sort of kind civility of an affec-
tionate brother, and if he .ever suffered
his eyes to speak a more tender language,
he kept his tongue strictly within bounds,
He might, she truly conceived, think thas
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her rank and supposed fortune placed her
too much above him; but she was aware
of a blot in her ’scuﬁcheon, which, in her
opinion, reduced her almost beneath his
level, and she longed for an opportunity
to mention a circumstance her father had
most ;%I%usly wished to conceal.

As-a preparatory step to this discovery,
she wrote in very guarded terms to Mr.
Donaghue, the Lisbon merchant, and in-
closed a letter for her grandfather, which
sherequested that gentlemanwould forward,
as she did not feel inclimed to inform him
that she had secured the greater part, if not
the whole of her father’s personal property,
since she wishéd to discover whether friend-
ship or self-interest had led to his former
profuse offers of service and protection ;
she requested he would direct his answer
inclosed to colonel Davers, and ebtreated
it might not be long delayed, as it would,
in a great measure, settle het future plans,

Colonel Davers readily undertook to for-
ward her epistle; but having discovered
the real bent of her inclinations, and being
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convinced that our hero was merely with-
held by motives of delicacy from making
her an offer of his hand and heart, and -
from a dread of appearing to be guided
by interested views, he seriously advised
him to take her for better and worse; add-
ing, * She loves you, you must have seen, '
and I do not think you have:seen her with
indiflerence; she appears to.possess enough’
to insure you a competence, and a suffi-
ciency for herself in the event of your fall-
ing during the present contest: whether
she will ever recover. the duke’s landed
property, appears rather problematical, as
he can hardly be ranked among the patrio’s:
but she says she has money in England, and
without your assistance she may be unable
to make good her claim to it.  Donaghue,
to whom she has written, is not much
respected among the gentlemen of the
factory. If hes grandfather is or was a
man of character and substance, he must
have left executors; but these, in conjuncs
gion with the Irishman, may defraud the
poor orphan ; therefore I think you will
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be doing a real act of charity, by giving
_her a legal right to your name.”

Charles agreed that he felt more than a
brotherly regard for their lovely protegée,
vycmt he could not bear the idea of appearing
to avail himself of their peculiar situation,
since he feared she was much Ticher than
was supposed ; and her grandfather might,
should he be living, have very different
views for her; and what had he to offer in
return buta mere competency, as he merely:
possessed his commission—the favour of his
general—the protection of his colonel—
‘and 'was an absolute dependant upon his
father’s will, respecting the allowance he
now made him? therefore to what but in-
terested motives.could she ascribe his offers,
else he would willingly ¢ take her to his
heart for ever;”’ and, he would add,

“ The dear .companien of his future days;
Whatever Providence allots for each,
8Be that the common portion of us both:"

nay, he would readily share all her griefs,.
and lighten all her troubles.
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« But if good Heaven had m‘\'yjoy in store,
Let that be all her own.”

¢ She could desire no more,” said the
colone! “and T am sur,g* ‘uncle Franklin
would say you do not deserve to be for-
tunafe, you make so. lmlc use of the
goddess's favours.”

“Victoria's being a f’orexnncr would pre~
jidice him against hek, and it may have
the same éffect 'upori my father and mother;
besides, my dear sir, ought I to marry,
situated as I am, ‘since a moment may suf-
fice to render her a widow as well as an
orphan? and she may only have incurred
her grandfather’s displeasure, and the dis-
like of my family, without having insured
to herself a protector.”

“ Then you take it for granted you sre
to fall during the next battle, and both the
general and T are also to swell the list of
the slain ? so pray wind up the tragedy, by
supposing the French conquerors.”

f* Now you are laughing at me, colonel;
but I will reflect upon your advice; 1 wish

VOL. 11, E
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“hef," at all events, .to hear from Lisbon be-
‘fore L open my mind to her, as her grand-
f-xt‘her ‘may have written to this Donaghue;
:md 1 should placg her in a‘very awkward
: preﬂlcament if 1 "prevented her fiom
agreeing to-the old gentleman’s plans. If
“she reaﬁ'y Toves. me, we may meéet again
in Enaland i :

“ Just now, }ouf were not inclined to
loek into futurity; however, it may be as
prudent to wait till she hears from Lisbon;
but ! shall feel very much disposed to quar-
relwith you, if you suffer anysilly notions
of delicacy and disinterestedness to induce
vou to render this fair Iberian miserable.”

Clarles promised to take his advice into
serious consideration, and thus they separat-
eds to attend to their respective military
‘duties; tie colonel fecling more than ever
prepossessed in favour of our hero, - for not
appearing anxious to secure the hoards of
the duke of Aranza, |
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- CHAP. VI.

‘Our hero's uncle was still undecided how
to dispose of his property, when he leamt
from the papers that his once:favourite
nephew had rescued the daughter of a
Spanish grandee, and had:Jed to the seizure
of a party of the enemy: the advantages
thus obtained ‘were, as usual, g greatly magni-
fied to a victory of importance in some
papers, and diminished to a mere trifling
skirmish in some others. Donna Victoria’s
family and fortune were equally the boast
ol one writer, and treated with contempt
by the other side; by some shic was re-
pdrted' to have made her 'c'scapc with jewgels
enough to have redecorated the Swncta
Casa "in all its former splendor; while
the opposition*papers declared, she had
merely secured a few old family portraits,
and some chests of old plate, much more
bu'lkylthan valuable; as thesc editors had

£ 92
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learnt, from the be'stiaut‘iwri‘ty, that the lateé
duke had expended immense sums in brib-
ing the Freach to forbearance. Mr. Frank-
lin was no friend to government, as he con-
tinually grumbled at the income tax ; there-
fore he placed most-faith in the opposition
papers;-and as the general’s dispatches cer-
tainly talliéed with their representation of
the affair, Franklin was merely admired. for
his gallantry, without éxciting the envy of
those who thought ‘it not improbable he
might marry the fair Spaniard, '

Lady Franklin ever alive to the interest
of her children, sent our hero’s own very
short account of the circumstance to her
broiher in-law, through the medium of her
son John, with whose improvident ex-
penditure she was wholly unacquainted ;
and as he was as often refused admittance
as received by his uncle, he eagerly availed
himself of the opportunity to pay him a
visit; and having abridged the usual com-
pliments, he presented him with his mo-
ther's letter and the inclosure from Chatrless

The old man received them "in silence,
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but immediately read our hero’s. “ Ah, I
thought the ministerial papers had’ made.
mountains of rrioic-hil!s,” he ctied. “The
girl scems to have been an artful hussey ;
tutored by her father, I suppose, tothrow,
herself into the -hands df the British; that'\
they might keep in'with both parties;. plate,
forsooth *—the chests may. contaiif stones,
for aught the boy knows; but he does not
dwell upon the circumstance—yes, yes, it
is likely the French would have left much
for such an urchin as him to carry off’; how-
ever, his Quisotism has gained him the ap-
plause of his leaders—so.if fame can pro-
vide for his necessities, he is'not likely to
come to want. In his place, T'should have
preferred more substantial food ; but if he
is satisfied, 1 am.” He thdn read lady Frank-
lin’s letter, in which she touched ‘vél‘y
slightly upon what our hero had written;
merely observing, as he had done, * that
his Quixotismn might prove of evengual ad-
vantage to him, since it was likely to lead
~him to promotion.” *“ Your mother is no
fool,” rejoined the old man. * She is not
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‘elated by Charles’s great success; [ only
“wish hc may not pay. for his rashness ere:
lon howevcr, as his sword ‘must now
, carve his fortune, 1do nét blame him for
dasp]aymu his bravery.”
-+ He has left himself no other resource,.
sir,” observed the sapient. John, “had 1
been dxstmgulshed early in life by your
favour—" '
 Why, like him, you might have played
the fool. I dare say you are not more im-
maculate than he was ;*;and'l"'ca'x{-tell you
another thing, you have not half his spirit—
he takes after me; and I should not be sur-
prised were I to see him a general before I
die.”

John was at a loss what to say, but not
chusing to join in his brother’s praises; nor
yet to venture to speak against him, pru-
dently changed the subject. ¢ My father
is going to Bath, my mother writes; he
has been very unwell of late.””

“ IHe lives too freely, and he may be
conscience-stricken, as, like you, John, he
was a verv unkind brother.”
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John vainly endeavonred to remove this-
notion, by declaring, “ that noone glorted.
more than he did ip his brether’s success ;.
all-he meant to insinvate was—>"

“ That he is undeserving o["my money,"”
mtcrmplcd hl» incle, “ and that. you are"
very anxious to sccure ity John § ‘but, like
your father, you are nio po‘nwxan-——so thank
you for vour information; but I have no
time to Hsten to you any longer, as I ex-
pect a person -upon business.”

Ishn made his bow, more vexed than he
had cver yet been with this capricious miser,
‘“who was neverin the same wind,” he wrote-
his mother, “ for two days together, and
~more difficult than ever to please;” conclud-
ing, as he did most of his epistles, by com-
plaints of the dearness Stliving, and ihe dif-
fi'ctilt}" he cxperienced to appear like a gen-
tleman upon the income arising from his
place. Now *as sir George had given him
two hundred pounds when he left home, and
his salary was very regularly paid, she paid-
no attention to these hints, merely re-
“grefting he did not possess more of Charles’s
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prudence and’spirit, which she gave him
to understand in her answer.

‘Mr. Franklin really expected a person
1ipo‘n business when he dismissed him, as
lady Susan Delany, who was not yet-mar-
ried, though she had heen for some time
her own~';ﬁis;tres_s, had applied to him,
through the’'means of her brother, to ad-
vance her twelve thousand pounds, upon
the estate she had taken possession of when
she became of age; having (but this M.
Franklin did not know) already bestowed
all her ready money upon the-earl; and it
was to minister to his wants that she re-
quired this further supply, as he could nct
raise another shilling upon his own credit,
he was in so bad a state of health. The
wary counsellor had required three days to
refiecct upon the proposal, though he was
eager to snap at the sccurity; -but he made
it 2 rule to keep people in suspense.

The estate in question was delightfully
situated in Hertfordshire, within two miles
of Watford, and about twelve from London;
the rent-roll was a ret three thousand



THE SPANISH CAMPAIGN, 81

a-year, in-which the house, an elegant mo-
dern .building, and the park, were not in-
cluded ; he would therefore willingly have
advanced ‘double the sum, since he fore-
saw it would inevitably be sold at the death
of the earl, as lady Susan would not be
able to reside there, .and pay him the in-
terest of his money ; beuchs he had only
to c:ll it in at a short notiee, to make his
own terms with her. The family estates
were all dipped to nearly their value, and
the earl’s -personals would amount to a
mere trifle.  He was thercfore already, in
imaginatiml, in possession of this beautiful
viila, which he hoped to dispose of to
great advantage; since, though he grew,
cvery succeeding day, more ahd more un-
decided respecting the final disposal of his
property, he })ccaxzxc every sticceeding
hour more an xicus to increase his hoards;
and certamlv he took everyadvantage, when
applicd to for a loan, that the law authoriz-
ed, nay, sometimes he barely steered clear
-of the statute-against usury,
EJ
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"CHAP, VIL

Waen Mr. Donaghue received donna Vic-
toria’s letter, he had alréady heard that the
Castle o_ffifAranza was levelled with the
ground, that'the. duke had died in prison,
and that bjs estates were become the pro-
perty of a French general; and as donna
Victoriadidnot mention havingsavedevena
change of clothes, and as he, like Mr. Frank-
lin, (being unacquainted with the strong
room, and secret passages of the mansion, )
made no doubt of the French having gutted
the building, before it fell into the hands
of the British he did not wish to eneour-
age ,the young lady to come to Lisbon;
though he knew that he had remitted
money cnough to England, to support her
-in affluence, and though he also knew
her grandfather would thankfhlly repay
him every advat.ce he might make for her
use. DBut be it known to our readers, that
this worthy man having very lately received
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some money for the duke, from a Portu~
gugse noble now in the Brazils, which his
grace had desired him to transmit to Eng-
lind, -he having. delayed to execute his-
orders under various p'rctencés; and having
also withheld his last letters to his father-
in-law, now chose to appropriate:this (in’
comparison, trifling sum, as it did not ex-
ceed six thousand pounds, ). to his own use
and benefit; and if denna Victoria remain-
ed with-the British forces, a thousand in-
- cidents might occur to prevent her ever
reaching England; at all events, he deter-
mined not to facilitate her so doing; he
therefore suppressed her letter to her grand-
father, and replicd as bricily as; possible
to the one she addressed to hi'™m,” exjress-
ing. his - regret for her' misfortunes, z.m(}
lamenting that he could not receive her as
she seemed to wish, ner secure hier apart-
ments in a comvent, as he was upon the
point of sailing to the Braziis, toaccelerate
by his presence what he hoped would
" *prove a fortunate speculaticn; and thus
concluded— I have scnt the letter you
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inclosed to me to England, 1nd have added
‘a few lines from myself; -out as I have not
heard from that quarter for some months,
I begin to fear I never may again: wishing
you health and happiness, and. that youir
present troubles may soon blow over,
¢ 1 remain, madam, &c.

* Patrick DonNaGnue.”

This very' satisfactory epistle came, as
had been desired, inclosed to colonel
Davers, who gave ‘it our hero to present to
donna Victoria; desiring him. ¢ to-make
the most of so excellent an opportunity to
declare his regard for their protegee.”

“ But may not this letter open very dif-
ferent views to her, colonel ?  Mr. Donag-
hue has answered hers so immediately, 1
think he is coming in search of her; and
as he is, or has been, the duke’s and grand-
father’s agent, he may have been in ex-
pectation of her.”

““ Don’t waste your time nor your breath
in useless conjectures, but hasten to donna
Victoria, as she must be anxious to hear’
from Lishon.”
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Charles-did as he desired, and certainly.
fancied he was a very welcome guest; he:
presented the letter and the blank cover
in.which it came inclosed; * hoping that
he was the bearer of pleasing in telligence.”

“1 often feel inclined to fancy you are
my good genius, so I'place great faith in
your prognostics ; if this letter brings me
news of my gra=dfather, it will make me
very happy; as to’ what Mr. Donaghue.
may say from himself, tzat I shall consider
as mere words of course, and not as I did
yom' professxons, when we sepwrated in the
pavilion at Aranza,”

"¢ You flatter me by recoi ilecting any
circumstance relative to our first mecting ;
but pray read vom\lcttcr ; colonel Dav crs
is almost as anxious as myseif to learn wh.\t
influence it may have respecting 5om fu-
fure plans.”

She brokeethe seal, and read the con-
tents to f\crself; her countenance soon
convinced our hero that they were not
very gratifying; and when shc had con-
cloded, she exclaimed—¢ Then indeed [ am
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an orphan! if my grandfather is no more;
to whom can I look up for protection, ‘to
whom—" 4

“ To every officer in our arm; your
genera[ stands foremost in the llst——coldnel
‘Davers you know is your sworn friend—and
1 wish I dared suffer you to read what is
passing in myzheart ; but this is strangely

wandering from our subject.  You do not,
seem to be at any certainty rcspectmg Me,
Levingstone’s den.ie.”

“ I merely judge. from ctrcumsmnces ;
but pray read Mr. Donaghue’s letter ; had .
my grandfather been living, he would not :
have addressed me in such terms ;. he has..
given me a convincing proof that he docs
not think me worthy his protection.”

Charles hastily perused the offered epistle, .
and then said, «“Mr. Donaghue may be a man -
of business, but I am surc he is not a man of
feeling ; as to the conclusions he draws re-
specting Mr. Levingstone, to whom I sup~
pose he aliudes in his postscript, they may
be very erroneous; I only wish I knew how .
best to advise you. Colonel Davers has
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many friends in England, and I am sure my
mother would do all in her power toscrve
you; the difficulty is how you are to pro-
cced thither.” \
“ How indeed can such a wretched une
pmtected feinale hope toreach even Llsbon
salcty ? not, believe me, that Iamranxious
espcctmnr my removal ; why:should I be
averseto sharuwthe dangerof the few friends .
who profess to'interest themselvesin my fate?
might I not, should any of them suffer in this
glorious struggle, prove ol some service 2"
Charles fully understood her meaning
and, almost unawares to himsclf, spol\e
peace to her bursting heart. She gave |
way fo a violent flood of tcars, and had
she spoke, would bave declaredherself com-
pletely happy. Charles’briefly expatiated
upon the diflerence of their rank, and the
inequality of their fortune, declaring that
these circumstances alone had kept himn
silent, since he could not bear the idea of
reducing her below her rank in life; nor
did his spirit allow him to brook the idea
“of owing cvery thing to her, upon whom,
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" had' they been at his disposal, he would
~ have lavished worlds.

“ Did you not protect me at the ims
minent risk of your life,? but for you, Mr.
Franklin, what must ultimately have been
my fate ? surcly it was Heaven which led
you to the Castle d’Aranza, to become
my saviour;iwhere would have been my
reputed property but for you? had you
seized the whole, and merely sent me safe’
to England, I should still have considered
mysclf your debtor.” ’

Clmxlcs caught her in his arms, and cer-
tainly obeyed colonel Davers’s orders, by
pleading the cause of love most eloquently ;
still declaring that words were very inade-
quate to cXpress his [eetings towards her;
and finally entreating that she would, in
consideration of their situation, wave mere
forms, and Wllow him to assume the right,
as he now felt the wish, to protect her..

“ Believe me, my friend, 1 shall start no
objection to any proposal of yours which
comes sanctioned by the approbation of
colonel Davers; but before I take advans
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tage of them, I must enterinto a few more
detdtils ;'especling my grandfather; ‘in the
very brief detail I formerly gave you con-
cerning . my family annals, as my -father
was still living, T did not feel authorized to
disclose what he considered as a dreadful
blot in our ’scutcheon, particylarly in
mine; nay, [know he hasall along supposed
it prevented my being sought in marriage
by a inan of cqual rank. If so, how much
am I indebted to Heaven.!”

Charles felt gratified by the implication,
and pressed her to his heart; while she
procecded— Thq year Lefore my mothcr
died—indeed I fear it shortened her days,
Mr. Levingstone was declared, upon the
report of his confessor, to be a‘concealed
Jew ; fortunately he was so beloved, that
he made his escape, with the best part
of his effects, to England, where he hal’
many [riends; since, had he fallen into the
hands of the Inquisition, he would have
]/)erlshed in the flames, as he too surely was
and is a Jew, and had merely added stone
to his original name of Levi, to deceive
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the Spanish- government, as he setlled at’
Cadiz upon the demise ol his uncle, ‘who

was also doubtless of the same persuasion,

‘but who, like my grandfather, professed to
‘bé a Catholic, that he might continue un-
‘molested ; and had Mr. Levi been less suc-
cessful, I'dare say he would not have fallen
under thevfcd“gniz'a’ncc of the holy tribunal;
‘be that as it may, my father was deepiy

mortified when the discovery took place ;
and my mother, who was dotingly fond of
Mr. Levi, never recovered the shbck.. Fear-
ful of being implicated in the suspicions
now afloat, the duke ceased to correspond
with my excellent grandfather, and has
merely since heard of him through the
medit m of Tord Melvin and Mr. Donaghue;
buy .hien he bcoan to foresee the preseut
st ;e he transmitted great part of his
prepe s io Mro Levi, who was very urgent.
wirs hine s sond me over; alledging that
Jews were not held in such abhorrence in .
Lugland as they are in Spain,tsince he
was and ever had been the friend of m_anf
poble.; but my father could not resolve.-
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to part with me, and I need not tell you
what might have proved the result of his-
fears for my salvation: you. are now as,
fully au fuit of my private history as-I ever
was myself, and may, like my father, have
an insuperable aversion te a Jew,” '
“T hope I am more liberal; my sweet
friend ; indeed 1 have ever respected good
men of every persuasion, and: there are
many Jew merchants in London who rank
with and associate even with royalty; there-
fore your affinity to Mr Levi would not
have prevented your marrying into anoble
family, had your father placed you under
‘his protection ; thercfore let us hope he is
still living, .and per haps, \s'\en he considers.
your situation, he may c\cusc your having
formed so very unpmdcm a connexion,
I-mean with respect to fortune, as my
" mother’s family is of the first respectability;
my father is, as* have tald you, a haronet,
blit I cannot boast of his pedigree, as it is
Vfry soon lost in that of a miller; you set
me an example of candour—so now tell
me where Mr. Levi does or did reside #”
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“ In Finsbury-square, when in London;

but he has a counting-house in some alley,
and he has, or had a villa within-an easy
distance of the metropolis, where he pro-
posed that I shiould take up my abode.”

“ Then in my opinion, he ranks among
our first merchants; ‘indeed the style you
say he lived in at Cudiz places that be-
yond a doubt; he then wished to conform
in appearance to the religion of the coun=
try ; so have many more very respectabie
men ; indeed neither- he. nor them have
bad an alternative, when chanee has placed
them in some Catholic countries, and I
can sce no sin in such a deception, since
he conz:rued firm. in his own persua-

SI()X‘
“ My fatherdid ot possessvourhberahty,

mv friend ; he would have raught me to hate
a Jow—but I iclt [ loved my grandfather;
indced my mother rather lcaned towards
his persuasion, and Tadored her ; as for my-
self, T was of course brought up a Catholir,
yet I have heard my mother say, in her e
tive language—
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* No power is safe, nor no religion goad,
Whose prmmplm of growth are writ in bluod g

alluding to our auto de fcs, thercfore I
am no-bigot-to that creed.”

 Henceforth, I wish you solel{ to make
conscienee 'your guide in matters of reki-
gion; but now, with your leave, I-will im-
part my happy prospects.to colonel Davers,
as he must assist mc with his advice how to
bring them to bear.”

Tonna Vietoria was perfecﬂy agreeable,
though she ‘wished their mairiage should
for the present remain a secret, as her fa-
ther’s recent death might lead some people
to blame her precipitancy. Charles as-
sured her he would be wholly guided by
‘her wishes,. as he dpprox{d of the motive
which induced her to make the request;
and at last reluctantly departed to seck his
friend the colonel, who entered at once
~into all his views; declared Donaghue to
be a time-serving scoundrel, though he
hpped he had not deceived the duke re-
specnnw his remittances; and as no pre-
parations were required, nor could any
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the extent of his property ; but three days
aft‘er,th_e.wedding, his bride presented-him
with various bank receipts, saying—*1 do
‘not exactly understand the nature of your
funds, but you may be more an fait of
these said consols; as they are styled.”

Charles.stared, when he thus discovered
that a hundred and twenty thousand pounds
stood in her name in the bank, as she was
more than of age, though she was not ge-
verally supposed .to be more than nine-
teen, the duke’ not having declarcd his

“marriage with her mother till she was five
years old, and he had for some fiivolous
state policy chosen to sink two years of
her age; this she now explained to our
hero, adding, ™ Had I not been conscious
that I was perfectly my own mistress, and
at liberty to dispose of all I'have inherited,

"1 should not so easily have consented ‘10

*your wishes.”

““ You have been only too generous 'h)y
chtona, since I should hardly have dar\gd
to urge those wishes; had I known you had
such asum in our funds.”
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[ feared so, therefore I kept you in
ignorance.’

“’\ell, .1 can only say, the whole shall
be immediately secured to you, in the
cvent of your surviving me; though 1
mean to petition Death to spare me, as
Tong as he can render my life beneficial to
the cause of my country, since existence
was never before of such value in my esti-
mation ; still the surly old tyrant may play
me a scurvy trick, therefore it is best to be
prepared.”

“ Oh how I long for a peace,” exclaimed
the tearful Victoria, « without daring to
look forward with hope to so desirable a
conclusion of the present contest!”

«1 foresee a very speedy, and a very
zlorious one, therefore let us look for-
ward, with more than hope, to many pléa-
sant days in England.”

« 1 wish I dared place faith in your pro-
phecy; but,noizl let us examine this casket
of jewels.”

”Charles was absolutely dazzled by the
sight of so large a collection, though by

VOL. I1. F
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mo means aware of their intrinsic value;
‘since, besides the jewels of the Aranza fa-
mily, which were the accumulation 6 near
three centuries, donna Victoria pointed
;pout many more modern decorations, say-
ing—*< 1 have told you my grandfather
“was a diamond-merchant; these are the
presents he. made ‘my mother when she
mari'ie_-d,_" and these are what h% bestowed
upon me, at different periods, before he
left Spain; yet my father .often repeated,
he is a Jew.” ‘

“ The very one, by your account, who
sat for Cumberland’s masterly portraitof the
‘benevolent Israelite—he was the Jew of
Cadiz ; but as I said before, I am no judge
«of the real valug of these jewels; I only
know, that should you, as your rank will
réquire, be presented at St. Janres’s, you
will eclipse most of our belles of fashion.”

« The greatest part I shal request you
‘would dispose. of; my grandfather’s gifts
I shall retain, and a few of those most:ya-
lued by my father; but here are besides,
rings of all shapes and sizes, cameos, in-
.‘taglioes, onyxes, &c, and in one of those
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lesser trunks is deposited the costly gold
plote, jewels, &c. belonging to our chapel;
the other small boxes contain gold ¢oin .
of my father’s collecting ; and, as matters
h;u’te turned out, I rejoice he was averse to-
senging them to England, or to part with
thém from fhder his own eye; the best fa-
mily plgie 1s"in the other trubks; my
father disposed of three times more. than
I have brought away, in iexch’a‘n.ge for the
gold I mentionéd, which goes into a much
less compass; hereare the keys of all the
receptacies ; the locks were sealed down by
my ‘poor father, when he packed the boxes,
which he had prcvmus]y conveyed into the
strong room; you assisted to pack the res
mamder of the plate, and to remove the
pnctures, and I now request yow would’
‘take charge of the whole.”

“¥For your sake, much more than my
-own, my dear girl, I wish your property’
was safe in England; had I guessed you
,,were but half as rich, I never dared bave
,preferred my suit; so I must agree 1t is a]
_for the best.”

¥ 2
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“I only wish, like Portia, (my father
made me read that play very often, qftcr
my grandfather was known to be a Jew)
that I were—

¥ A thousand times more fair, ten thousend times
Nore tich; that, to stand high in your accous

T inight in virtues, beuuties, livings, ‘euds, ‘
Xiceed account )’

~when, in fact, to express myself in thesense
of that excellent writer, } am a mere un-
taught girl, not, I hope, too old or too dull
to learn, but most happy in being placed
under your guidance.”

“ May you never have reason to repent
your confidence in me, my dear love! [
hope we shall henceforth have only one
will, therefore had not we better suffer these
jewels, this money, and plate, to remain
sealed down ?—I have money by me to
answer our immediate expences.”

¢ So have I, my dear. Charles; in thi§
dressing-case 1 have sufficient to provide
for all our present wants; we do not wish
to increase our baggage, by making addi-
dions to our wardrobes.”
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“ Cel tainly not, and at present no one-
is @ware; nor do [ wish they should, of the-

rcal value of your property; from the"

g_"gpgﬁ'}\and colonel Davers | shall keep no-
secrets ; they will, I'knaw, advise its being-

removed, as:soon as possible, to Lisbon, as.

a place of more safety ; and-should they
grant me leave. of absence for that pur-
pose, perhaps. you would have no objec-

tion to accompanying me thither, as there:

you would be perfectly safe, and might,.
should it be deemed prudent, embark for
England with your treasures.”

“ We shall never part again, with my:
own consent; still I agree that you are so
much the better judge of the fit and the-
unfit of my situation, that I promisc to be-

guided by your wishes; I only dcsjre yous.

would recollect that I am as able and will-
ing tofollow the armyas any of the soldier’s.
wives; they, as Susan has told- me, glory in-

sharing the toils and dangers of their-hus.

bands, and yet they do not love like me.”
‘¢ Nor could 1 consent to your giving-

me even such kind proofs of your regard.””
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Before.donna Victeria could reply, Bea-
trice entered the apartment, breathless with
alarm.  Charles eagerly inquired ¢ what
had occasioned her fright ?”

¢ Ohsir! who should I stumble upon
as I was coming out of a shop in the next
street, but two vile servants of my poor
dear master, who joined the French, ras-
cals as they were, the moment they took
possession of the Castle ; nay, they openly
boasted, in my hearing, of having long been
in their pay.”

“ Do you mean Gaspar and Diego #”
asked donna Victoria; “ these were our
majoi-demo, and a footman, his relation,
whom my father had long suspected of be-
ing, asthey boasted, French spies; but why
should the sight of them occasion you so
serivus an alarm, Beatrice ? and how came
they here, if they have joined the French?”

“ Oh, they tell a different story now,
for they would intrude their discourse upon
me; but I place no faith in their recanta-
tion, since I could almost swear they way-
laid and murdered poor Velasquez, whew
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hiis grage sent lnm to Lishon—he was found
dead yop must remember; and if these fel-
lows w71e in the pay of the French, they
must{tm theu wages; but now, forsooth,.
they wanted to make me belicve thit they
were with ny master in his last moments,.
“and that they swore to deliver his Jast mes-
sage to you, which has. induced them to
enter -—— at great personal risk, to ful-
6l their promise ; they wanted to accom-
pany me home, but I told them I dared not:
introduce them without your leave; how-
ever, they swore so repeatedly that it would
he greatly fo your interest to hear what
they have to say, that, anxious to get rid
of them for the present, and not knowing
how you might feel inclined, T promised
to meet them to-morrow evening neas the:
same spot, ‘but at a late hour, as they are:
afraid of bcm«r seen by daylight; but
having c'm«rht sight of me as I passed their:
window, they ran after me at every risk,
they are so anxious to deliver the duke’s
message to you; so now your ladyship.
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must decide whether you chuse to see
them.”

“We must take time for consnd\oratnon,
my worthy friend,” rejoined oy.“\ero,
“ you ‘have acted with your accustomed
,prudence, and you shall know our inten-
tions as soon as we have come to any final
determination,” S

Gratified by his praises, the ol lady re-
tired to communicate her frights and fears
to Susan, and to amaze her with another
detail of the late duke's grand style of
living; and while she was thus holding
forth, the new-married couple were de-
“bating whether donna Victoria ought to
receive these men. .

“ If they really were the bearers of her
father's last words, she should never for-
give herself were she not to admit them,”
she told our hero; ** they might have
been forced, as .many more had been,- to
join the French; and probably they were
thus conscicrtious, in hopes of being amply
rewarded, though, like the generality of
the household, they supposed cvery thing
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‘of valye had been long since sent to Eng-
Jand™ B -

. “ YAu must be wholly guided by your
feclisgsmy dear girl; I would only havq
y?m consider that it is very probable these
felldWs may, e, spies; in-the pay of the
cnemy—-still they- may have been with the
duke in h*slast*moments; and asIdonot con-
ceive you canrun any:risk in.merely listen-
ing to what-they have to say,  see no reason
why vou should refuse to see them; Bea-
trice may.be present, and L.will be within
call.” . :

“ I had ‘much rather you should also be
present, Charles, for I have a very-bad
opinion ofthese men, and yet I am anxious
to see )lén‘l-—they cannot:refuse to speak
beforg you, as I shall say you are my sbest
frienz and that I will be answerable for
your silence.” o

While: she 'was.speaking, our hero had
been looking round the room, and he now.
‘told her, that he thought he might be pre-
sent without their being aware of the cir-

F3
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cumstance, as just behind the dopr there
stood a large old-fashioned couchir'seitee,
vpon whlch, if it was turned roundstowards:
the wall, he could lie perduc, apethe | back
was very high, and would perfectly con-
C;.dl him.
Donna Victoria was delighted with his
plan, and Beatrice was no led pleased.
Colonel Davers wé,s, as usual in all cases of
“emergency, admitted into their councils,
and he saw no impropriety in hearing what
the men had to say. ¢ The lower classes
were very apt still to connect the idea of
liberty and equality with the Gallic name,
and to fancy the present ruler was a demo-
erat; thererore these deluded heings might
be really attached to their lawg master,
_though in the French ixterest; at al} events,
he should be within call during their stay,
-though there did not seem any probability
of their intentions being hostile.”
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CHAP. IX.

No evcnt having.occurred to induce our
hero and donni chfoﬁa. to make any al-
terations int fhe'r plans; donna Beatrice
was dispatched*rather before dark in search
of Gaspar aiild Diego; if they were notin
waiting, she was to return, as Charles could
then make a proper search- for them, and-
oblige them to reveal alt they had to im-
part, as the price-of their release.

But they were punctual to their appoint-
ment, and as it was.stilb light enough 1o
distinguish objects, our hero, who was
upon the look-out, saw them approaching,

havihg prepared his wife to expect them,

he netrealed td hig couch, and in another
minute they entercd the room, preceded by.
Beatrice, who said, as she advanced to-
wards her mistress, who was scated at the
uppes: end. of: the room, nearly opposite”
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the cough, It is hardly light enough, my
lady, for you to recognise two df your
old servants, Gaspar and D:ego, whh have
assured me that the‘y.hWe some}h‘lrrfr of
importance to commnnlcat‘lt,o lou, draw—~
ing back a few paces as she cOncluded

make way for Gaspar to advance, whxch
he did, bowing repeatedly, saying, ‘ Yes,
my lady, we have matters of importance to
communicate.” While he was speaking,
Diego carefully closed the door, and then:
also drew near, Beatrice remaining stand-
ing between him and Gaspar, who being
now within a few feet of donna Victoria,
continued in a lower voice, “ You may
have heard, madam, that your father is no
more, and that hc has been d\dared a
traitor to the cause he affected to es[\use."’

*“ I merely wish to hear his last word® and’
not your remarks.” '

¢ Oh, Iwill be brief.”

“Yes, ves,” cried Diego, ** and you shalf
soon foilow Velasquez, madam Beatrice,”
rai ing hisarm while speaking.

“Villains! rascals !” cried our hero, leap-
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ing from his couch, having previously drawn
his- swo -d’; but he was.too late to avert the
blowdc’stmedfor Beatrice; instantly rushing:
upon Gasyar, who was not equally prepared
to execute his vile purpose, though he had
the-dagger in his hand; but one well-aimed
stroke of Charles’s well tempered blade al:
most severed it from the wrist; the deadly
weapon fellupon the floor; and Gasparupon
lis knees, while donna- Victoria and the
wounded Beatrice both screamed murder;
the latter fell weltering in her blood, at
the moment- colonel: Davers,. alarmed by
the screams; came to-the assistance of our
hero, followed by Susan Muay. who stoed
aghast, while the colonel and Charles dis-
armed #he murderer.  Swmnmon the
guardf’ cried the colonel, addressing Stisan,
«buf make no bustle; and do you, Charles,
rethove donna Victoria into another room; -
}eave these ‘wresches with me.” Con-
vinced that the assassins were both disarm-
'cd, and the one completely disabled, Charles
acceded 40 his wishes, as his wilc appeared
more dead than alive; but having swallow-
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ed a: glass of wine, and heard Charles re-
turn his thanks to Heaven for her alinost
miraculous escape, she was able tc. follow
“his. ex'ample, and our hero now made lse
of every argument lxkelv to calm her agi-
tated spults; while the colonel stood ser-
tinel over the villains till the guard arrived,
to whom he consigned them, with a very
strict oharge, and having then, with Susan,
examined the unfortunate Beatrice, he pro-
nounced her no more, the dagger having
pierced her heart, and gave ordérs for her
removalintoanotherroom,desiring Susanto
securethedaggers,and then follow himtoher
lady, whe he found rather recovered from
the fright, weeping in her husband’s arms.
The colonel was furious aghinst the
wretches who had occasioned her agl\ i
swearing ‘‘ they should be hanged as\spies
before that hour next day,” desiring Chatles.
to tell him all that had passed after their

entrance.
This our hero did in a very few words,

declaring “ that the fellows must have
been insane, to have hoped to have escaped



THE SPANISH CAMPAIGN,. 111

undetected, and he was at a loss to guess-
what motive they could have for wishing to-
murder his wife? Beatrice had, he feared,-
imprudently accused them of having assas--
sinated a fellow-servant, heretofore; but

what could his Victoria have done, to.pro-.
voke their sanguinary. revenge?’”

“ I escaped from' their clutches unhurt,”
she faltered out; “had you been at all
less rapid in your movements, or had you
displayed less presence of mind, my dear
Charles, T must inevitably have shared the
fate of poor Beatrice, as I saw Gaspar, as
he stood befpre me, cautiously draw his
dagger from beneath his cloak, and my lips
opened toscream, when your exclamation
and sud¥en appearance stopped his hand,
and ggve me strength to exert my voice to
sumgpron the kind colonel to your aid.”

Charles did not need my assistance in
your defence, my young friend ; he was,
and proved himself, an host; but aslam
.\'rery anxious to hear what these rascals
have to say, not in their own delence, for
they cannot attempt to palliate their crime,
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but we may learn what induced them to
devote themselves to destruction, (I think
the peisuasions and promises of some
greater villains than themselves,) therefore
will you give Charles leave of ahscnce for
a short time, as he must state facts to the
general ? your having asked your former
protectorto be present, when you received
the villains, will notappear strange to our
officers ; leave us to mauage. matters; Susan
shall remain with you.”

“I'undesstand poor Beatrice is no more.
I only hope I shall.become areal heroine
in time, and fit for a soldieg’s wife; so do
not let me detain you, my dear Charles—
T am as anxious as ybu can be,’\‘g‘oli)nel, to -
learn why- these wretches wished' to mus-~
dersme.”” _

The colenel and our hero, th'e‘i*efm'e,
procecded te the-general’s. having taken .
every likely precautiofi to insure donina.
Victoria’s safety during. their absence,
though they neither of them thought her
in any serious. danger, now.Gaspar and
Diego were secure. .
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The general was extremely shocked when
he learnt the serious risk she had ran; he
agreed- that her wish to see the men was
very natural, and he alsoapplauded Charles’s
chusing to be present; he wished, when-
evera doubtful case occurred, to display his
icnity towards the native Spaniards; but
these men were doubtless in the pay of the
French; he should therefore try them as
spics, since their murder of Beatrice must
render them the detestation of all the good
Spanish subjects,

We shall not detail the trial of these
worthless beings; suffice it to say, that it
was conducted in strict compliance with
military laws and that they were condemn-
ed, as spizs and murderers, to sufler death.
Aware that they must suffer the penalty™of
their éuil.t, they acknowledged that they
entefed —— p.urposely to murder donna
Victoria and her attendant, and only re-
gretted that they had not proceeded with
more caution, since, had they suspected
there had Dbeen a man concealed, they
shauld have told a preconcerted tale, and
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have waited for a more favourable oppor-
tunity. Diego, who had killed ‘Beatrice,.
‘was much the most daring, as he openly
declared his hopes that the French would
revenge their cause, since they were ad-
vancing to liberate Spain [rom the pre-
tended: friendship of those heretics the En-
glish, :

Charles, who had been requested by
donna Victoria to put. a few guestions to.
them before their judges, now inquired.
“ what had induced them to attempt her
life? they'had given some reason for hav-
ing wrcaked their vengeance upon the un-
fortunate Beatrice.”

Gaspar looked-at- Diego, axif to desire
him to resolve our hero’s questian, which
he'did with the same candour and ihsolence:
which had hitherto marked his discourse.
“ We neither of us owed, donna Victoria
any particular ill-will; but it has been.
policy of late for every one to look to:
themselves ; she and her father set us the
example ; the duke thought himself mighty.
cunning, but none but fools were his
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"dupes; however, he has paid for his
treachery, and his old castle has been burnt
to the ground; he had taken care to move
off his treasures in time; and you gentle-
men carried away all the remaining valu-
ables; now Gaspar and me wished to have
gone snacks with you ; and had he taken as.
sure aim as I did last night, and we had
escaped undetected, why, the ruins of the
old castle and the estate might have fallen
to our share, since donna Victoria was the-
only surviving heir that 1 ever heard of.”

 And you were deluded by such vague
hopes,” said colonel Davers, into the
commission of so deadly a sin; as I should
have supposed you must have known that
general Roncevalles has seized the estates
of the late duke of Aranza.”

« Tosbe sure we do; but he does not
wish to reside in Spain, and he has not
forgiven donna Vietoria for having de-
‘livered the castle to the English.”

“ Then in fact you were only his em-
issaries ;. and were, perhaps, also accessary.
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ta the death of your late master ?” rejoined
Charles. o :

“ Why, look you, young gentleman, we
owed the duke a serious grudge; still, if he
would have told us where to find any part
of his treasures, or have given us an order
upon the old Jew his father-in-law, we
would have saved his life; but he was ob-
stinate, and put no faith in our promises, su
we put him out of his misery ; and ifiyou
had not lain perdue, but had faced us like a
man, I question whether Lshould now be av
your mercy.”

Charles asked no more questions, fully
convinced that these wretches were the very
instruments in the hands ofunprincipled
men, to extend the mischief the\se princi-
pals conceived. :

That they had murdered their late master
was now beyond a doubt, and with as little
remorse they would ~have murdered his
daughter, to have obtained the promised
reward, wiich would of course have been
withheld; and the greatest favour they would,
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havemet with would have been to havebeen
admitted to join the French army, and to
fight against the loyal Spaniards. They were
now-ordered into custody, previous to the
exccution of their sentence, and indulged
with a confessor; while our hero returned
to give in hisreport to his wife, merely tell-
»ing her the wretches had been bribed by the
disappointed general to revenge his cause;
as to their having any message from her
father, that was all a mere pretence to ob-
tain an audience; they only knew, as many.
more did, that he was*no more, but had
certainly never been appointed his mes-
sengers.

Donna Victoria asked ne more questions;
and the ensuing day, colonel Davers sent
oflf her letter to Mr. Levi, to whom sh.c
had fully related the recent attempt upoa
her life, and how it was preserved; and
¢o fearful was oyr hero of a similar attempt
heing repeated, that*he was urgent for her
removal to Lisbon ; her present abode also
vontinually reminded her of the deceased
eatrice, though she had changed her
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apartment ; still she was, in Chaﬁ‘es’s opi-
nion, very unpleasantly situated ; when to
his great joy, about a month’after Gaspar
and Diego had suffered an ignominious
death, as he had lived in constant dread of
finding her a corpse, when he returned
after any lengthened absence, the gene-

ral gave orders for the removal of a quan-
ity of stores, some heavy artillery, &c.
which were 10 be sent to®Lisbon, as the
army was preparing to advance further
into Spain, and it was not deemed prudent
to lcave any thmc of value behind them,
in case the French should take possession
of . Colonel Davers, who was always
anxious to befriend our hero, easily ob-
tained the general’s promise to appoint
part of the company to which he belonged
to escort the convoy; and as but few of-
ficers could be spared, he was placed at
tie head of those selected for this duty, and
thus enabled to continue the’ guardian and
protector of his wife, during a journey she
would otherwise very unmllmgly have up-
dertaken.
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THAP. X.

Tie coach which had brought donna Vic-
toria from Aranza was prepared for her
journey to Lisbon, and was to be drawn
by the mules whi'ch_‘hacl equally belonged
to her father, which would move as slowly
as her husband expected te proceed ; all
the smaller boxes and caskets, and one or
two of the larger trunks, were securely
packed in and about this vehicle, while the
larger chests and the pictures, which were
now deposited in packing-cases, were stow-
cd in one of the baggage waggons; and at
the appeinted time donna Victoria and
Susan May took their scats in the carriage,
and fell into the train®of vchicles our heto
was destined to escort. She had hoped to
haveheard from, or rather of, her grand-
father before sf\e left ; but colonel
Davers, who took a most affectionate leave’
of: her, reminded her, that even had the
agent written by return of post, which
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would not have been fulfilling his commis-
sion, they coulgl scarcely have received his
answer; the moment he received it he
. promised to forward it to Lisbon, where he
advised her for the present taking up her
abode insome convent, or in some respect-
able Portugueze family as a boardcr, to fa-
cilitate which, he gave our hero a Ictter to
a:merchant, who Wwisin habits of intimacy
. with. the 0eneral who ‘had written to re-
commend the young wife to his carc and
protection during her husband’s absence,
as Charles was to return g3s speedily as the
nature of the service he was going upon
-would admit, to the main army.

Charles was,- as usual, strict in his duty,
‘and did not suffer his regard: for his wife
tointerfere with hi&mili(ar& concerns; but
when they halted of an evening, he made a
point of securing her the best accommoda-
tions; and when he had seen the meh -and
baggage properly bestowed,. he devoted
his whole time to her, and they'generally
beguiled the hours in laying plans for
the future. If, as Charles continued to
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hope, Mr. Levi-was'still living, he wished
his wife to proceed to England with her
property, and to place herself under- his
protection, as he feared that'she would not
feel comfortable at Lisbon, while he con-
tinued in $pain, nor did he relish the
idea of leaving heramong strangers; be
had thesefore half rososh(ed if Mr. Levi was
ne more, to place her* undqr the.protection
of his friend Frazer, -in pveference to re-
commendmg her to  his mother, who mtght
embroil herself with his uncle, should she -
appear to ceountenance his wife, and he
had ne r.igh\t to expect she would sacrifice
the interest of her wther children to his
convenience. This he did not tell donna
Victoria, mel"ely hinting, that were he to
consign:her-to his mether, he must ?ubl-icj y
declare their marriage, and to this she was
very averse, her father's' death was so re-
cent; the agent’s snswer must decide their
plans, and Charles*hoped it would reach
Lishon while he remained there, as they
could settle matters much bettey while to-
gether, -than by pen and ink,
YoL, II.
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Donna Victoria was by no means averse
to placing herself under the protection of
Mr. Levi; but told her husband, she should
in that case leave the most portable part of
her property, namely, the gold coin, in his
possession, as she knew the duke had pur-
posely kept him inignorance of his having
accumulated such . sum, and he might
have family or other reasons for so doing ;
at-all events, she-chose to-conform, as far as
existing -circumstances admitted, to his
. wishes, and she trusted her beloved Charles
would suffer her todo so: our hero assured
her he would be solely guided by herwishes,
though he could not understand why the
duke felt averse to Mr., Levi” s knowing the
extent of his propertv still, as-he might be
actnated by very wise motives, they had
better be guided by his directions, I am
the more inclined to adhere to them, re-
plied donna Victoria, * as I know my fa-
ther gave my good grandfather to under-
stand, that, family plate and jewels except-
ed, he had transmitted all he could com-
mand to England; and it would be very gra-
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ting to‘his~.feelings to find the duke had
made such a reserve, for fear (for such was
my father’s dread) he should embezzle what
he had. entrusted him with.” . Charles
agreed that the duke might have acted
prudently, but he had not displayed his
confidence in doubtless a very honest man;
however, they should have full time allow-
ed them to reflect upon how they ought
to act; and they miglit, as the wiser head of
the three, appeal to the judgment of-co-
lonel Davers, who would - certainly favour
them with his best advice; donna Victoria
was very partial to the colonel, and very -
readyito be guided by his superior judgment.
Thus durmu the eight days their journey
lasted did our happy pair empluy their
evemngs. .Charles, at her request, entered
into a minute detail respecting his own fa-
mily, and she again related all she knew
respecting Mr, Levi, who must, il he was, as
“Mr. Donaghue supposed, no miore, have
mentioned her in his will, and the exe-
cutors of such a man must be able to afford
G2
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her .protection: so lhou'ght Charles, sti
he was averse to consigning-her to the care
of utter strangers, but resolved'to be guided
by circumstances, and the -advice of his
‘benevolent protector.

‘On the eighth morning after their de-
parture from , they were enabled,{rom
an eminence, to disgern the spires of Lis-
‘bon, which Charles pointed out ‘to _his
wife when 'the carriage stopped, as did all
the others, tolock one of ithe ‘wheels; and
as they slowly descended ‘the hill, donna
WVictoria, who was anxious to have a full
view of -this fine city, stood up in'the car-
riage, with-her head out -of the window,
sometimes looking ‘towards Lisbon, but
.oftener back at her husband, who re-
anained upon the summit of the eminence,
dssuing his orders to the different drivers,
when a heavy piece of ordnance which
was closely following the.coach, over-
powered the horses; the drivers did all in
their power to avoid the vehicle, which
they endeavoured to pass, but in so doing
they came so violently in contact with the
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Hfird wheel, that they overturned it before:
donna Vietoria had withdrawn her head, or
was at all aware of the impending danger;
the shock proved-fatal as she never spoke'
again; indeed, owing to-her position, her
death was instantaneous:

Charlessaw the'accident, and had but the-
moment before seen -bis wife looking to-
wards him: he flew towards the spot, but
merely to be convinced of the extent of”
his misfortune. We shall not attempt to-
describe his feelings; he stood silently gaz-
ing upon the lifeless form, and there was.
a- mournful eloquence in. his speechless
grief, very different to the clamorous sor-
row of poor Susan May, who had escaped:
unhurt, and who had been vainly trying.
to yestore her beloved mistress, when.
Charles came up and saw she was no more ;.
all secrecywas now at an end, and cvery
soldier paruc:pated in their commander’s
sorrow ; till Ch'xrles, by an heroic eflort,
shook-off his stupar, and though a manly-
drop or two would steal down his cheeks,
he issued his orders in his usual tone of
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voice, As the coach had not .received
any material injury, the luggage was re-
placed as before, and the corse was placed
on the seat, the weeping Susan taking her
place at the bottom, to support it frem
falling ; and thus they once more set for-
ward, every one, more, or less, having par-
ticipated in the dreadful shock Charles had
sustained, who now thought it necessary to
send one of the inferior officers forward,
to announce their approach to Mr. Mad-
docks, the merchant to whom the general
had written, and at whose house donna
Victoria was to have alighted ; but it now
appeared more consonant to our hero’s feel-
ings, and to his ideas of propriety, to have
the corse deposited in some private lodg-
ing, where he might give a free loos¢ to
his grief. He entrusted the general’s letter
to his messenger, and desired him to hasten
forward, and give him the"meeting at the
entrance of the town: the meéssenger
mounted one of the horses that could be
spared, and galloped off; while the convoy
slowly.and silently proceeded on its way ;_
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when, at the very entrance of the town,
while Charles, who was walking by the
side of the coach, was eagerly looking out
for the serjeant hie had sent forward, an
celderly man stopped the driver, and thus
addressed our hero, who- at first coneluded
it was Mr. Maddocks, « I have this moment
learnt the dreadful accident which has be--
ﬁllen the duke of Aranza’s daughter, who
was, I suppose, coming.to claim my protec- .
tion; my name is Donaghue, and I am the
{riend and have been the confidential agent
of both the late duke and Mr. Levi; I am
therefore authorized to take charge of her
remains, and of what property she may
have saved out of the wreck of her for-
‘tunes; I WIH see her committed to the
grc}und'as becomes her rank, and I—"

-« You are not required to interfere,
sir,” replied Charles, now thoroughly
roused by what he deemed a very imper-
tinent and a'very mercenary proposal, «“ a9
danna Victoria I)'Aranza died my wife.”

. Your wife, sir! exclaimed the as-
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tonished Donaghue; “ you must be %t~
posing-upon me ; but I shall oblige you to
prove your assertion, before I suffer you to
-embezzle her property, which I meant to
secure for Mr. Levi.”
Never had Charles felt more enraged,
and he retorted so severely upon the time-
serving Donaghue, that he was retreating,,
threatening to call eur hero fo a severe
account, when Mr.-Maddocks joined him,
accompanied by the serjeant; his appear-
ance hastened the departure of Donaghue,.
as he now feared that he had been-teo. pre-
cipitate ; at all events, from Mr. Maddocks
he should Jearn whether he eounld, with any
hopes of success, lay claim to the property
of the deceased, in the name of Mr. Levi.
Solely in compliance with our hevo’s
repeated wishes, this worthy merchant su’
fered the corse to be conveyed to a hotel,
where it might, in conformxty to the cus-
tom of all Catholic countries, be placed
under the care of two or more priests,
whose superiors would make the necessary



THE SPANISH CAMPAIGN, 129

preparations for the interment, which must
take place on the next, or the following day
at furthest, such being the general rule.
This Maddocks, who could enter’into
the feelings of the youthful widowed hus-
band, briefly explained promising to give
cvery necessary order while he attended to
his military duties, adding, *“ Whatever you
may not choose to place in the magazines
appropriated to warlike stores, Ishaltbe most
happy-to take charge-of.” " Charles thank
ed him for his polite offér, and then reverted
to Donaghue’s impudent attack upon him.
“ Oh, never heed the paltry- fellow; he
lioped he should be able to make a bene-
ficial job:of the dreadful circumstance ; but
I will prevent his giving you any further
tro:,fble; I'much fear he has already magde
«handle of his agency, and as both the:
dukeand his daughter are no more, it may
be diffisult to oblige him to account for
all he has received.””
‘Charles was never-more indifferent re-
specting pecuniary affairs; but having, in
c8
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conjunction with Mr. Maddocks, seen tie
corse. safely deposited in a proper apart-
ment, for the reception of the priests, he
lelt it under the care of the still- -weeping
Qusan, while. he proceeded with the va-
lucble part of the baggage to the store-
house appropriated to the use of the British
army, where, sanctioned by an order from
the commander-in-chief, he was permitted
to deposit what he might now safely deem
his own, and having placed his seal upon
all the boxes, &¢, he was allowed to secure
the key of the room he had selected, and
to affix his seal upon the door. Possibly
but for Mr. Donaghue’s attempt to gain
possession of his property, he, wonld have
Feen much less cautious; but that gentle-
man had roused him from the torporrof
grief, and had therefore, by recalling his’
ideas to the future, done him a real ser-
vice; still he had that witkin him which
p sseth show; but ha\mv smctly fulfilled
his military duties, he returned to meurn
over his beloved Victoria, as he felt, that—



THE SPANISH GAMPAIGN. 131

¢ The grief which does not speak,
Whispers the o'er-fraught heart, and bids it break.”

Mr. Maddocks had given every neces-
sary order, and fain would he have prevail-
ed upon our hero not to have shared the
walching of the corse with the pries'ls; but
he found him resolately bent upon paying
what he deemed the last. tribute - of affec-
tion to the deccased. Every accustomed
rite and,previous mark of respect having
been strictly observed, on the second morn-
ing after the accident, the remains of the hap-
Jess donna Victoria were committed to the
grave: our hero followed her as chicf-
mourner; Mr. Maddocks paid him and her
a similar compliment, as aid a Mr, Wrigh-
tor! whom he brought with him. Donag-
bate was of course not invited ; he had call-
cd upon Maddocks in- the evening of the
-day he-had mage his unsuccessful attempt
to obtaia pdsée&sbi{oﬂ of the property of the
dgcepsed,-and being received by that gen-
tleman, he  seriously inquired whether
“ the duke of Aranzas daughter had mar-
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ried the boy of a lieutenant, who calted
himself her husband ?**

* She certainly had,” was the reply.

“ And pray, who is he? I presume he
took some unfair advantage of her situa-
tion.” '

“ He is a man of family, and has very
great expectations; and as the marriage
was sanctioned by many of the superior
officers, I am convinced that no advantage
was taken of the credulity of the deceased.”

¢ That I much doubt,” was the retort ;
* but pray what property ha. been saved
from the wreck of the duke’s fortune?”

“Tdid not think myself authorized to
inquire, since it is now the undopubted prc-
perty of lientenant Franklin.”

‘¢ So it appears, according to ynur sta¥e-
ment; therefore, if he will give me a receiﬁl
in full, T will pay the trifle I still retain,
belonging to the late duke, iato his hands;
you may mention m'y’ intention to him,
Mr. Maddocks.”

** When his wife is buried, will be time
enough to talk of business;” and thus they



THE SPANISH CAMPAIGN,. 133

separated, Donaghue still hoping to turn
the demise of donna Victoria to some ac-
count, and to render our hero in some
respects his dupe.

CHAP. XL

Tue day of the [uneral our hero devoted
to solitude, and to the memory of the de-
ceased; but he now reflected—

“ That valour soars above
“What the world calls misfortune and affliction,,
Wkhich are not ills, else they would never fall
(ra Heaven’s first favourites, and the best of men.
/T'he gods in bounty work up storms about us,
That give mankind occasion to exert
'Their hudden strength, and throw out into practice,
Virt. s that shun the day, and lie conceal’d
Yu the smooth seasons and the calins of life ;”

he therefore returned to the duties of his
profession the next morning, and having
assumed the only insignia of mourning
‘his profession permitted him to display,
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he appeared resigned; if not.chéarful, as he
confessed—

 Thut the ways of Heaven,
Though dark, are just.”

According to promise, he paid his devoirs
to the Maddocks family, to every branch
of which. he considered. himself as greatly.
indebted, as the ladies had taken Susan
under their protection, and promised to
retain her till she wished to return home;:
Mr. Maddocks received him with real plea-
sure, and would have led the discourse to
general subjects, if Charles had not reverted
to Donaghue, not appearing inclined to
shrink [rom naming his wife, ““ He isa
precious rogue, and is still ‘lying in wait
to circumvent you; but before I expose
his baseness, suffer me to introduce yow to-
a nenlleman,who has sincerely sympa-
thized in your loss, but who would not
prem'\turoly intrude upon )our SOrrows
Mr. Wrighton, a Spanish merchant; sthe
intimate friend of Mr. Levi; he is just ar-
rived from London, and is proceeding to.
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Cadiz, but took Lisbon-in his way, having
some commercial concerns to arrange with
me and others: he was the bearer of letters
to donna Victoria and to you, which he
sentoll'to colonel Davers theday before you
reached Lisbon ; and he also addressediyou
himself, as he then thought donna Victoria
might have been inclined to accompany
him on his return to England.” "Our hero
cordially received Mr. Wrighton’s pro-
ferred hand, and declared himself very
happy to hear Mr. Levi was still living,
relating what Donaghue had written to his
wife upon. that subject.

“ That fellow is a complete scoundrel,”
said Mr. Wrighton; “ he never forwarded
donpa Victoria's first letter to my friend,
\~h63e anxiety may be easily conceivgd,
Ister he had read the various accounts re-
%pectinal her escape from Aranza, in our
newspapers, and he meant to have ad.
dressed you, Mr. Trnx1k|111 upon the suh-
jecty when donna Victoria’s voluminous
packet was presented to him by colonel
Davers’s agent; his letters will conviuce
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you-howmuch he approved of her marriage;-
and he has also explained to both you and:
her what property he has placed in her
name (that being the late duke’s wish) in.
the bank, and T know that it was his inten-
tion to make her his heir; when you are:
better acquainted with him, I am sure you
will like him : but to return to this Donag-.
hue; he has not only kept back all the late-
duke’s last letters, but also a large remit<
tance which was made him from the Bra-
zils for his grace, and which the duke de-
sired him to transmit to Mr. Levi, to whom-.
he inclosed this letter from Donaghue in-
the last packet he sent from Spain; it con-.
tains an acknowledgment of the receipt
of six thousand pounds, which he promises
to consign to Mr. Levi assoon as possible; -
now as he has told Mr. Maddocks, that 1.
you will give him a receipt in full, he will
pay into your hands the trifie he retains
of the duke’s money, let us see what e
means to offer you, as this letter- must
oblige him to do you justice.”

Charles was infinitely gratified by thie
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proef of Mr. Wrighton’s confidence, who
entered into various details respecting Mr.’
Levi, all tending to increase his respect for
that gentleman, to wham our hero wrote
that very day a coneise account of his
‘wife’s death; and as his letter was a trans-
cript of his feelings, it proved, as he hoped,
at -once soothing and. agonizin,; to the
worthy man; and well ‘it was for Charles
that he was thus prépared to meet Donag-
hue on his own grounds, since he merely
offered him a sixth part of the sum he had
in hand, but was, in consequence of his
own letter, obliged to refund even to the
last farthing, and self-convicted of being a
rogue.

Wishing to display his confidence in Mr,
Levi, Charles, threugh the medium of Mr,
Afaddocks, transmitted the money so re-
covered to him, to be placed in the funds;
he also sent-him the pictures by a merchant-
ship bound to Lonton, for fear the damp
of the store-houses should injure them, and
tbe'two chests of plate, which he had him-
self packed at the Castle of Aranza, asthey
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contained the most ‘bulky and the least
valuable part of his property, and would
prove the ~most awhward to remove;
when having settled all his business, and
bestowed her deceaséd lady’s wardrobe
upon Susan, whom he left under the care-
of Mr. Maddeocks, he returned with his
small party to the€ main army, to share in
the glory they were daily acquiring; hav-
ing added Mr. Maddocks and Mr. Wrigh-
ton to his list of friends. ,

While he is retracing hissteps, eonvinced
that—

“ Aflliction is the wholesome soil of virtue :
W hete patience, honour, sweet humanity,
Cuim rortitude, take root, and strongly flourish,”

we will return to England, where, much
about the same time, Mr. Levi received.
our hero’s affecting letter, and one of a
similar date from Mr. Wrjghton, "which
raised him, if possible; still more in his
esteem, and a third from Donaghue, who
baving attempted to gloss over his own
sean duplicity and dishenesty, fell foul
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of poor Charles, in the most virulent terms,
declaring he was devoid both. of principle
and feeling, as he had obliged him, on the
very day after he had buried his wife, to
account to him to the last farthing for the
stim he had purposely retained to assist
donna Victoria, had she been so reduced
as to require such a supply; and certainly
had Mr. Levi not known the writer, and
been less acquainted with our hero’s real
character, he might have done him an in-
jury ‘in his esteem; as it was, Mr. Levi
wrote him an answer, which effectually
prevented him for ever again addressing
him.

Bit during the week in which the Jew
recgived these letters, a sort of vague ac-
count of donna Victoria’s death found its
‘way-into some of the daily prints, which
]ed‘ our hero’s family to suppose he had
married her, previous to her decease; but
as the editors had received theirintelligence
ftom ne“very authentic sources, their ac-
}d:t% of the accident, and of her familyand
property, were very erroneous; thoughthey
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all agreed in asserting that the French were
in possession of her estates, and that they
had first plundered, and then burnt her fa-
ther's. castle, which certainly did not give
their readers room to suppose that she had
greatly increased her husband’s fortune.
Lady Frasnklin was surprised when she read.
some of these paragraphs, yet as she knew
her son had a staunch friend in colonel
Davers, she did not feel uneasy, and she-
communicated her security to sir George;.
who agreed with. her, that at all. events,.
Charles was not likely to be-a.loser by his.
marriage, since he was already a widower ;
but as she wished to be rather more au fuit .
of the business, she wrote to our hero, to
request a clearer explanation of what she
at present very imperfectly understood.
Nor did Mr. Counsellor Franklin, as the’
miser was sometimes styled, find his paper
at all more satisfactory ; he read and re-read
the paragraphs respecting donna Victoria’s
marriage and death, till he vawed the
editor was a fool, and had better have af{-
forded his reader some authentic accounts
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of the state of affairs in Spain, ‘than to have
filled his columns with such nonsense res
specting this girl and hissilly nephew, whe
seemed resolved to convince him that he
did not possess even common sense, since
a boy like. him, hardly'out of his teens, to
marry at all, éxcept, ‘indeed, with wonder-
ful great prospects, was little short of mad- -
ness, and, situated as‘Charles was, must, had
this girl lived, have effectually marred his -
future.promotion; ‘but what wasit to him?
he had done with the silly fool; to be sure,
he had once saved his life, and that led
hini to dament his folly. In this frame of
mind, and half disposed to quarrel with
‘straws,~he proceeded to the Auction Mart,
having, as usual, a bargain in view ; since,
though more and more undecided respect;
ing the future disposal of his immense
property, he was as eager as heretofore to
increase his possesslons, he here met Mr.
Levi, who was come upon a similar errand,

though guaided by very different motives,
as !{: was eome to repurchase a house
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which the creditors of a poor widow obliged
her to sell, though they knew that to part
with it would complete her ruin, as it
suited her business, which she could not
-eésily remove, and was situated anfong her
own connections. \

The counsellor and him were upon
speaking terms, and as they happened .to
be placed near each other, .the usual ‘com-
pliments passed between them, when Levi
added, “ Lieutepant Franklin has left Lis-
bon, Ifind; poor young man, he has made
an -early acquaintance with grief; I can
suppose that the shock he must have under-
gone rendered his loss more severe.”

‘“ Are you alluding to his marriage with
that Spanish girl, whoin the paperxa re-
port to have died within sight of Llsbon,
by the overturning of some waggon- or

carriage ¢”’ ’
~“1 certainly alluded to that event, \ir,”

“ Then lct me tell"-you, *Mr. Levi, he
had more reason to rejoice thari_to gu.eu:
at her death, if he really was so sxlly & to
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marry her, since I believe he would have
found it difficult to maintain her upon his
pay.” ’

“Tam convinced he would have had no
rcason to complain, since she was. my
granddaughter.”

“ Your granddanghter! what! was she
aJew? T understood she was‘the daugh-
ter of a Sparfish don, whom the French had
first pillaged and then murdered.”

¢ She was the daughter of the late duke
of Aranza, who married my only daughter,
during my residence in Spain ; but neither
mother nor.child were .of my profession of
faith,” .

“ What, T suppose the motherturned Ca-
tholic when she married? You were not
consenting to the match, I presume ?”

« Yes, sir, | was; circumstances, nbt
«choice; had obliged me to take up my
abode® at Cadiz, where I was required to
appear to.canform®to the religion of the
country ; ,but I was no hypocrite; the
priest who was supposed to be my con-
Aessor was in my confidence; he betrayed
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me, though he ‘ﬁrofessed Chnstlamty, and
had T not made .myself.many friends, I
should probably have ended my days in
the Inquisition.”

“You bad a lucky escape ; but to return
10 this girl whom ‘my fool of a ncphew
married ; she had no fortune, of course, as
the French have seized her father’s estates;
the papers did say, when they related (for
want of something to fll their co'iumns)
that she had escaped out of their clutches,
she had brought away some pictures and.
some plate ; was that true ?”

“ They were correct in their statement,
and T am in dally expectation of the plate
and pictures.” ,

““ Oh, they were yours, after all; some
you left behind, I suppose ; a pretty match
the boy has made of it, as I dare say all his
fine quality wife could call her own was
her hair string and her hodkin ; however,
Ishall not grieve for his folly; I have done
with-him ; I took him under my protection
at fourteen, Mr. Levi, gave him an edusca-
tion that would have fitted him for a peer..
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and I had even planned measures to make
him one, upon my soul, when the young
dog, as he has been, now connected him-
self with a trumpery slut, who_took ad-
vantage of his weakness, and saddled him
with a bastard ; 1 was, as you would have
been, very angry when I discovered the
intrigue, and how my savings were likely
to be spent, so I discarded my young gen-
tleman for ever; though had he made
proper concessions, I might have yet done
something for him; instead of which, he
chose to go abroad; and if he had not
stumbled npon this girl, why, he might have
‘made his way, as the dog has quick parts
and great courage; when he was a mere
child. (indeed that induced me to take him
under my protection, ) he saved my life, at
the imminent risk of his own.”

““ And yet you discarded him, without re-
morsk, for a meye juvenile error! [ have
heard the story before, but you were so
much fagpured by the relater, that [thought
you were much less to blamc than you have

VoL, 11, H
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acknowledged yourself to have been, since,
had not I been already the staunch friend
of your nephew, your account of him
.would have rendered me so. I wish you
a good-morning, sir;” removing to a dis-
tant part of the room, leaving the old man
to vent. his spleen upon the auctioneer,
and those who opposed him in bidding,

since. he could not sccure the b‘una.et angd
was very angry with himself for not having
asked the rich Jew many more questions,
and still more vexed at his avowed deter-
mination to prove himself his nephew’s
friend. What business had such officious
fools to intermeddle with other people’s
families? this Levi had often disappointed
him of very good bargains; he .was so
anxious to remove the opprobrium’ of Jew
from his name, that he was.foolishly bene-
volent, absurdly charitable, the easy dupe
ol every well-told ‘tale of distress; how-
ever, Charles's pride would ‘prevent him
from profiting by his avowed friendship ;
and if he did rise in his profession, he
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might, after a time, make overtures of re-
conciliation.

‘CHAP. XIIL

Davers received our hero, when
he returned to his duty, as he would have
done a beloved son, and appeared fully
to participate in his feelings with respect
to donna Victoria—approved of every
thing that he had done with respect to the
consignments he had made to Mr. Levi—
and presented him with the packet which
had .been. forwarded by Mr. Wrighton,
the contents of which perfectly corres-
ponded with that gentlemman’s hints, as Mx'.
Levi, expressed his entire approbation of
his ‘granddayghttrisgnarriage, and entered
into a very succinct, but clear detail, re-
specting her funded property; but we
shall not repeat what xhe reader is already

u 2
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fully acquainted with, and our hero was
soon ‘too fully employed to have much
time for rcflection, as the enemy made
rarious desperate efforts to dislodge that
‘part of the army among whom he was
stationed, in onc of which he was slightly
wounded, and several other officers were
killed, among whom was a captain if his
own regiment, and, to our hero’s gragiggyes
prisc, he was immediately raised to that
rank ; colonel Davers merely smiled at his
astonishment, telling him he understood
from the higher powers, that he had power-
ful friends at home, which, added to his
bravery, would soon place him at the head
of his profession.  Charles could only sup-
pose lord Malton had accelerated hiswpro-
motion, to oblige his mother, whose letter,
in which she mentioned his marriage, soon
after reached him, as did a most affec-
tionate epistle from "Mr. Levi, in aniwer
to his from Lisbon, and one equally kind
and consolatory from his friend Frazer ;*he
communicated the two first to colonel
Duvers, who pronounced Levi to be truly
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“the Israelite without guile,” since heseem-

ed to have alinost paternal feelings towards
our hero ; he detailed what had passed be-
tween him and the rich miser; invited him,
in the most pressing, affectionate terms, to
take up his abode with him when he re-
turned ; requesting he would draw upon
Lkim to any amount, as he should not
‘métftlc with the stock, now his, till he
came to England, when it might be sold
cut, or transferred into his name, which he:
preferred; the pictures and plate were al-
rcady arrived, and he should place the
money he had sent over in the bank; and
concluded by giving himn directions to va-
rious people in Spain, who would, he felt
couvinced, be happy to afford him any as-
sistance, or to do him any service, i¥ he
mentioned his name.

Our hero was very much flattered by this
Tetter, "vlai.ch'hc-d'mmcdi'lrcly answered, as
he did his mother’s, to whom, by the co-
lonels advlce, he acknowledged his mar-
tiage, and also related the dcath of his
wife ; but as lady Franklin had not asked
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any questions respecting her property, he
did not touch upon thesubject, rather wish-
ing it to remain in doubt whether he had
‘tecn any great gainer by having wound
up his romance by matrimosy ; his uncle
evidently did not suppose he had, nor did
he seem to feel inclined to forget his having
sinned against the laws of morality, since
he had mentioned the circumstance to Mr,
Levi. ’

Not long after he had dispatched these
letters, he was ordered, with a small divisien
of his men, to take a circuitous route, to
ceceive the enemy respecting their num-
bers, while colonel Davers and anether part
of the regiment, proceeded by the nearest
, which the general wished to

road to
surprise. As our hero’s march lay through
some villages which were known to be
friendly to the patriots, he halted, accard-
ing to his orders, for the nwh' where he
was likely to meet with the best accommoda-
tions for his men, and where he and several
other officers were invited to take up their
abode at a convent of Dominican friars;
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the superior was very ill, they were inform-
ed, but he had issued particalar orders re-
specting their accommodation, which more
than answered their expectations; nor were
they less gratified by the conversation of
those of the monks-who did the honours of
their abode, as they were well-informed
men, zealous in the cause of the patriots,
and anxious to assist the British to the ut-
most of their power. Having made an ex-
cellent supper, the officers were shown to
their respective apartments, as they were
to be on foot at an early hour, when the
monk who accompanied our hero request-
ed he would favour their superior with a
visit, as he was very anxious to have a little
conversation with him. Charles, though
rather surprised at the request, madé no
objections, and was in consequence ushered
,iﬂto the sick.man's room, who appeaved to
be labowiing uMer a complication of dis-
orders, . brought on by indulgence and in-
temperance.

He received our young officer very po-
litely, who having, at his desire, taken a
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seat, he thus began—¢ Your name is Frank-
lin, I understand, sir, and you rescued the
daughter of the duke D’Aranza from a
Mmost perilous situation ?””  Charles bowed
assent. “You afterwardsmarried her, I have
been told, and she died in conscquence of
an accident near Lisbon?” Charles again
assented in silence, feeling greatly at a
loss to understand to what this preamble
tended : the monk who had introduced him
had withdrawn: the abbot continued, “You
have heard, T presume, that your late wife's
grandfather was a Jew ?” . Charles replied
in the affirmative, and the monk resumed,
“ Then learn from me, that he was one of
the best of men; I, wretch that [ am, was
once his confessor !’ Charles started. ‘e
placed the utmost confidence in me, and
he made it, it might have been supposed,
to my interest to keep his secret; and tilk]
was tempted, by increasing avarice, to covet
his possessions, I felt that I was doing right
in favouring the innocent deception of
such a man; but when I resolved to be a
rogue, I fancicd it was my duty to betray
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him to the Holy Office: but I cannot now
deceive my conscience into a‘ belief that
Linsured my salvation by my treachery ;,I
now rejoice to think he escaped unhurt, and «
that he had previously removed great part
of his valuables.  This small casket I
managed to secure, in addition to the re-
ward I received from the chureh for my
zeal, and to you I now entrust it, to re-
turn 1t to its real owner; tell him I'am a.
real penitent, and that I only wished to have
received his forgiveness before 1 died.”
Charles could not afford the monk much-
consolation, since he thought that

 All should unite to punish the ungrateful.
Ingratitude is treason to mankind ;”

but he swore, if he lived to return to Eng-
land, to deliver the casket to Mr. Levi,
byt wished to, be excused taking it now,
as he was yoing Tipon a service of danger,
and it might, admitting he could conve-
niently carry it with bim, fall into the:
hands of the fee, but promiscd either to
come or send for it'in a week at furthest:
uJ
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the monk was satisfied with this arrangs-
ment; and as we do not pretend to detail
battles, ofeven skirmishes, since victory, it
is well known, generally rests with the
British, suffice it to say, that the general’s
plan fully succeeded, and that our hero
returned within the given time to the mo-
nastery, where he received the casket from
the hands of the now dying abbot, and
renewed his promise to deliver it, scaled
as it was, to his newly-acquired relative.

CHAP. XIIL

Couxssrror Franklin still sorely repented
having derived so little information from
Mr. Levi; not that he was inclined towac-
knowledge he had rdaely stopped that
gentleman’s mouth, since he fancied that
his perplexity solely arose {rom that gen-
tleman’s reserve. John continued his fre-
quent visitor, and often threw out obscura
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hints respecting Charles, wishing to feel
his way before he ventured to declare his
realsentiments. Lady Franklin, accerding
to her general custom, sent him Charles’s
letter respecting his marriage, as she knew
the circumstance was no secret to him, and
she did not wish be should suppose she
was inclined to keep him in ignorance re-
specting the movements and actions of his
once-avowed favourite : contrary to John’s .
expectations, .the old gentleman made no
comments respecting his brother’s Iétter;
indeed, this autnmn, or rather commence-
ment of winter, did not scem f[avourable
to his general. health; the weather was
more than uswvally dreary for tie season,
and he felt a stiflness in one of his legs,
which also swelled at times, which induced
himtocallin a surgeon, as hehadanaversion
to physicians, and fancied that the foriner,
g:om being .an".atomists, were much the
ost skillul; as he applied to one of the
first modern practitioners, this gentleman,
after examining the alfected part, and
listening to his account of the complaint,
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told him, he thought these were slight
symptoms of anasarca, or dropsy ; this the
patient pronounced to beimpossible, dwell-
ing very forcibly upon his’ regular mode
of living, &c.

The surgeon was not, however, inclined
to alter his opinion, and prescribed a total
different regimen, more exercise, change
of air, &c. and really so alarmed the miser,
“ who grasped and grasped, till he could
hold no more:" and now his strength
seemed failing, ‘“ Jooked back, and sighed
at what he left behind.” He therclore
half resolved to spend his Christmas at
Claverton: he had never been there since
ke had banished Charles, nor had he heen
cven apparent f[riends with his brother
since that event; but as he had continued
to correspond with Jady Franklin, and as
he suffered Jehn to, what he deemed, in-
trude upen him now md then, ke knéw
that the most distant hint of such an in-
tention would be received as a favour, and
that he should enjoy every comfort, nay,
luxury, at free cost, as long as he chose to
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stay ; but ere he had.come to any deter-
mination, sir George Franklin paid the
debt of nature, and thus again disappointed
the views and prospects of his unforgiving
brother.

The baronet had 1ot been well for some
time, and had tried the Bath waters, from
which he had received great benefit, and
was assured by his physician that air and
gentle exercise would complete his cure;
hetherefore returned to Claverton, resolved
to ride every day, and always felt the better
when he returned ; he generally mounted
his horse in the stable-yard, and often went
into the stable to try the girths of hissaddle,
as he had once met with a seriots accident,’
in consequence of the saddle turning ; the
horse he always rode was rather playful,
and generally bit at any body who was
tightening his girths; but the last time sir
George,was thus employed, he bit bis arm -
pather hailer than usual, which induced
the baronet, who had his whip under his
arm, to give him two or three severe lashes,
which was so resented by the now vicious
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animal, that after forcing him with some
violence against the manger, he kicked
him with such violence when he left the
steble, that he expired early the next
“morning.

To the additional grief of lady Frank-
lin, he died intestate, and thus left his
younger children entirely at the mercy of
their elder brother; since her fortune
having been lost by the bankruptey of her
guardian, the settlement made upon them
was no longer of any avail ; of this sir
George was fully aware, and often men-
tioned his intention of making a will; and
thus “ all promise is poor dilatory man.”

s cldest son, who generally resided in
town, where he had a house in Gower-~
street, Dedford-square, and who, as we have

alrcadysaid, badbeensometime married,and

was now also the father of several children,
was sent for express, the mom.ent’.ghe suty,
geon pronounced the baronet in imminent
danger, and he arrived just in time to re-
ceive his father’s lust blessing -and though

the dying man spoke but very imperfectly,
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and that merely at intervals, he endeavour-
ed to make him understand what he wished
him to do for his brothers and sisters, pot
without some bitter feclings of compunce
tion respecting the little regard he bad
paid to a similar recommendation, in very
similar circumstances; hisson was, however,
profuse in his promises; all that he could
do for his brothers and sisters he would
do; they should find him their friend
through life; he should be solely guided
by his dear mother’s wishes, &c.; indeed
a bystander might have inferred, that he
hoped his repeated assurances and pro-
testations would put him sooner in posses-
sion of his father’s estate, who died ap-
" parently lulled into peace and ssc::ri‘ty by
his son’s behaviour, who shut himseli” up
as soon as he was pronounced no more,
4f nap to lament his loss, to arrange his
»futurei'plans.

Greatly had he rejoiced when his uncle
Franklin discarded Charles, as he had no
fears of John's proving an cqually for-
midable rival ; since, much as he had once
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affected to despise the counsellor and his
money, he was now quité as eager as John
to,secure the possession of it to himself;
»and as he was well acquainted with John’s
extravagant propensities, which had again
involved him in debt, he knew he could at
any time display him in his proper colours.
to the old man, which must prevent him
from making him his heir; still, as he pos-
sessed much of his father’s artful cunning,
he chose to proceed fair and softly, not
wishing to appear to be paving his court
to this capricious, but much-envied mortal ;
he had therefore, ever since Charles had
been in Spain, been in the habit of send-
ing him presents of game, fish, fruit, &c.
to which he generally added a polite note
aof inquiry respecting his health’; but he
kad to do with a man of great penetration,
and who gave him exactly the creuxt he.
deserved for thesc marks offattention. The
young baronet, who fancied himself a'velé;f
Machiavel, eagerly seized this opportunity
to address his uncle more at length, and he
certainly displayed a fine flow of words, if
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but little feeling, in his relation of  his fa-
ther’s death, to which he added a strenuous
invitation to the funeral, defailing the ar-
rangements he had madc for that n:elan-
choly ceremony, and requesting that he
would point out any alterations he might
wish to make in the order of the proces-
sion, the day, nay, even the hour, as he
should pay the utmost delerence to his.
judgment,

The counsellor was certainly shocked
when he thus learnt his brother’s death,
as there was no great difference in their age,
when he fortunately recollected that he
died in consequence of an accident, to,
which he was never likely to be subject;
as to the swelling in his leg, that proceed.
ed from his leading too sedentary a life, as
he was resolved not to believe it dropsical ;
but as fatters had turned out, it could
ayswer no one gbod purpose for him to
gdydown.to Claverton, at least for the pre-
sent; when he had heard how his brother
had disposed of his property, he might
perhaps visit the widow; he therefore, in
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a very few words, excused himself from at-
tending the funeral, and concluded by
complimetits of condolence to the dowager
lady Franklin and her daughters,
Thekaronetwasvery much disappointed §
his mother was rather so, as she thought
his presence might have proyed a spur to
herson’s gencrosity, as she feared he would
take every advantage of his father's dying
intestate; her daughters werc not more
sanguine in their expectations, as-they had
neverbecninvited to visit their sister-in-law,
and had never more than dined in Gower-
street, when they bad been staying with Mra,
Moncrief, in Portiand place: that lady was
now in Scotland with her-husband, and as
they were visiiing amongst the colonel’s fa-
mily, she had not made any of her sisters
the companion of her journey. John had
come down to attend the fllt}ﬁ?al'; and
Edward had come from cGllege; he had, iy
his mother’s desire, written to Charles, pvhe
was the nearest his own age, and though
they had been separated at a very early
age, they each retained a very pleasing
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recollection of cach other; Edward, in par-
ticular, gloried in Charles’s  success, and
hoped, as knowing he was much the most
likely to make a goed use of the moneys
that his uncle would still make him his
heir; this he wrote our-hero, acknowledg-
ing that he feared they had buat little to
expoct from their elder brother, and pro-
misinz to write again, assoon as he.could
give him any further intelligence.

Nor did the baronet keep-them long in-
suspense, as the morning alter the funeral,
he assembled the family in the library, to
discuss the pecuniary arrangements be
meant to make, in consequence: ¢f his fa-
ther’s demise.  Addicssing himselt to lady
Eranklin, he thus began: « To my infinite
regret, my dear mother, the loss of your
fortune, befo.e it was properly vested in
the han_ds of your trustees, for the benefit
£f the yYoungom branches of your family,
m)\:“ inevitably cramp my endcavours to
establish them as I could wish; your join-
ture, of twclve hundred a-year, is fully so-
gured to you; but had you been less amply
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provided for, I should have made up the
deficiency, though I need not tell you
that my father has of late years more than
lived up to his income; indeed, when we
consider what a handsome fortune he be-
stowed upon Mrs, Moncrief, what a hand-
some allowance he made my other sisters,
not to mention the addition he annually
made to my brather John’s. emoluments,
ner the sums he has lavished upon Charles,
whose recent promotion must have cost
him some money, besides supporting Ed-
ward at college, to fit him for the valuable
living once in his, now in my gift, and
which I shall certainly bestow upon my
brother—but this recapitulation of my fa-
ther’s outgoings must convince every one
puesent that I have not inherited an un-
encumbered estate; the nominal annual
rent-roll sounds large, :md before it was
dipped and saddled with.:a Iar:*e _}Oln(llb‘é,
and before the taxes ran so high, my fatger

might be deemed a rich man; and had he
not lost your fortune, madam, and a large
sum of his own, I should not have been. re~
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quired to provide for my brothers and
sisters ; thercfore I am 'pooi', in comparison
to’ what my father was,"even when he died.”

“ 1 am confident, George,” said lady,
Franklin, “ that the estate is not mortgaged,
and to my certain knowledge your father’s
debts, I mean among his trades-people, do
not-cxceed a thousand pounds, which, con-
sidering hisincome, must be deemed a mere
matter of course; he gave Mrs. Moncrief
five thousand pounds, and he meant to
have bestowed an equal portion upon her
sisters; and upon his younger sons; John
is indebted for his situation to my family,
and he certainly did receive some moncy
to set him a-going; Charles ncever cost
“your father a farthing, since he was four-
teen, till he went abroad ; his various com-
missions he owes to his valour, but for
the last three years your late father has
made fim a.small allowance, which was

rtainly no more than his duty; and he
ii.s also; in my opinion, required to main-
tain Edward at college, to enable him to en-
joy theliving you seem to grudge him: you
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dwell very much upon the loss of my for-
tune; perbaps in equity, you would be
obliged 'to make up the deficiency to the
'ﬁmily, but I ‘cannot suppose you mean
to ‘restrict yourself to the trifling sum of
twenty thousand 'pounds, which was all
that was scttled upon the younger branches,
since your father intended, and he told
you the same, to give each of his children
what he bestowed upon Mrs. Moncrief—
therefore 1 hope you mean to fulfil his
intentions.”

“ I sincerely wish I could be guided by
vour advice, my dear mother; you heard
me promise my father to do all that Tcould
do for my family, and T had -hoped you
would have given me some credit for not
taking advantage of the loss of your for-
tune, since 1 fully intend to divide the
sum seitled upon my brothers and sisters,
between them; since I repcat, my father
has left debts, which I am bound to liqu-
date; and I have a growing family of wmy
own, nor did I receive much money with
my wife, though she may in time be hand-
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scmcly provided for; but this isa mere
contingency-—no certainty; and youmust
admit, madam, that your jointure will make
a dip into the rent-roll of my estate”

“ You I‘)ave, ever since you marricd, sir
George, received two thousand pounds
a-year out of- thxs cstale, and your wife
brought you a- ‘thousand more, and has
very great, and very well-founded expecta-
tions of coming into four thousand a-ycar,
ia time; howevgr, your family is unfor-
tunately at your fhercy, and you seem re-
solved to make them feel your power.”

¢ Nuy, my dear madam, do not condemn
me unheard—Ilisten to what I have to pro-
pose, before you arraign my conduct; in
addition to your jointure, I mean to offer
you the usc of this house, and of that I oc-
cupy in Gower-street,alternatcly, rent- frce;
at all events, Ishall insist upon your re-
maining here, fill you have suited yourself
ﬁ.vith some other abode, if my proposal does
neét meet your approbation: Mrs. Mon-
crief is most amply provided for; 1 wish
1 could do as much for my othersisters; but



168 THE SPANISH CAMPAIGN.

I must not lose sight of prudence, to display
my generosity; I therefore proposé to
give them threc thousand pounds a-picce
on their wedding-day, should they marry;
but while they continue single, apd remain
vour inmates, madam, I will allow them
two hundred a-year each, which will en-
able you to’ maintain a very respectable
establishment, either in town or céuntry:
my brother John has, thanks to your fa-
mily, an excellent, place,;and he will rise
by seniority, I understand, and will, most
likely, if appearances are to be relied on,
be my uncle’s heir; I shall not continue the
allowance my father has hitherto made
him, butIshall present him with a hundred
pounds for mourning, and, at the end of -
the twelvemonth, I shall hold myself in-
debtcd to him the sum of one thousand
‘pounds; T wish T could do more, as I grieve
to sce he appears disappointed : as, for our
absentce, the Quixote Charles, he has, i
make no doubt, secured some of. the late
duke of Aranza’s property; whether or not,
as he is now a captain, he may be consi-
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dered as amply provided for; but I shall
make him the same compliment as I mean
to do to John: for you, Edward, I shall
reserve the living now in my gift; the in,
cumbent cannot live long, aud till you
take possession, I shall allow you two hun-
dred "a-year, and I shall also give you a
thousand pounds to set you a-going.—
Twelve and three "are fifteen thousand
‘pounds, to which if we add the five Mrs,
Moncrief has received, -we shall make up
the sum settled upon the younger branches;
and I hope, my dear madam, that you now
think I have done my duty. Should John
not be, as 1 expect, my uncle’s heir, 1 hope
the old gentleman will make an equal divi-
sion of his property, since Charles is the
only one who can be said to have offeng-
ed him, and certainly his late marriage was
both imprudent and impolitic ; but he will
" be the sufferer,.not me; I can only grieve
af his having played his cards so ill ; Ishall
write to him as soon as I return to town,
yorL, 11, I
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and I dare believe that he will think him-
self obliged to me.™

- This was said, looking at tliose present,
vho certamly did not seem to feel them-
selves greatly indébted to him : lady Frank-
lin, finding he paused for -a reply, thus
addressed him—

¢ I should have hoped, sir George, that
you would have paid more regard to the
avowed inclinations of your father; you
have certainly entrenched yourself within
the pale of the law, and unfortunately
your father has left little or no personals;
therefore we are all at:your mercy, and
are expected to feel grateful for your not
having actually defrauded us of that propor-
tion of the estate I am convinced the law
would have assigned us.  Your sisters may,
whileIlive, enjoysome comforts, nay, some
luxuries; but you are resolved that they shall
continue dependent upon yeur bounty, ‘ex-
cept they marry, and three thousand pounds
is not a portion likely. to procure them hhis-
bands, especially of your stamp; your bro-
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thers are still more to be pitied—surely they
had a right to an equal sum; the Quivote
Charles has the grcatest right of any to a
_provision ; so your father thought; but by
not making a will, which, in his situation,
was a culpable omission, he has left all his
younger children entircly at your mercy.”
Her ladyship’s long-restrained grief
now overcame her, and she was removed
in violent hysterics, followed by her weep-
ing daughters; and the baronet, not wish-
ing to renew the stibject, declared his in-
tention of setting out for London, as lady
Franklin would be all anxiety to sce him.
John, who was resolved to get the start of
him, knowing that he had much to settle with
the steward, and many orders to give, lcft
a short message with Edward, for his mother
‘and sisters, and stepped into a London
coach that passed the lodge, within an
* hour after the,family party separated.
* Edward, who was the most prepared for
al that had passed, sat down, according to
promise, to write to Charles, to whom he
12
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candidly detailed all that had occurred, ac-
knowledging ‘that, it rather galled him to
feel himself such an absolute dependent
upon sir George, who seemed to tread in
their uncle’s steps; as to the living, he
ccnsidered it as his right; and if he did, as
he hoped, take possession of it, he should
always have a home for the reception of
his dear Charles.

CHAP. XIV.

Joun arrived in London between six and
seven, and hastened to his uncle’s before
he went home; and as the old man was
really anxious to hear how matters had
been settled, he received him with some
degree of cordiality, and ‘listened with
very gratifying attention . to his detail of
the morning scene, merely muttering, as
he proceeded—* Aye, aye, this is retribu-
tion. The QuizoteCharles—you are all very
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ready to abuse that poor fellow, as if any
of you were better than him; is he the
only one of the family who has had a
bastard ?””  John affected not to hear thede
hints, but took care to give the old man to:
understand, that he had fared so badly be-
cause sir George "supposed he would be
his He:r, when, ta bls great, and not very:
agreeable, " surprise, sir George Franklin,
who had travelled with four post-horses,
therefore much guicker than himself, was.
ushered in by dame Wood; and. he was"
not more pleased when he found John had-
had the first audience; but with.-well-af--
fected grief he paid his first compliments,
declaring, as John had done, that he could
not return home till he had: paid: his re-
spects to his uncle.

“Tam obliged to you, sir George, and’
as,yoy have condoled with me upon our
‘recent loss, siffer me to congratulate you
upon yopr accession of power, which you
seem resolved to use exactly as your late
father-did, in similar circumstances.”

* Surely, sir, you have been prejudiced
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against me,” looking at John, “since I
have cndeavoured to do my family strict
Justice:”

" * When justice_takes the lead of gene-
rosity, It often. degenerates into roguery ;
your estate ‘must have increased in value
of late, and you onght to have given your
brothers - and sisters what’ your father
intended them—five thousand pounds a-
piece.”

“ Surely, my dear si;, 1 do not stand
bound to injure my own children ; indeéd
I should incur the serious displeasure of
Iady Franklin’s father, were I to consider
my brothers and sisters before my own
offspring.”

““ My brather will never be dead while
youa live, young man; just so he argued,
when he meanly took the advantage of my
father’s dymg intestate, to defraud me,of
what I may say was my iight; perhapé
John there might have trod in your steps,
had he been in your place ; but the Quizrote
Charles, as I once styled him, would have
acted very differently ; he has never been
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any body’s enemy but his own, and he
has risen by his merit; suppose he did
marry to please his fancy, the girl is dead ;
but you think you are paying your court
to me, by running him down; only take
care you do not render me more clear-sight-
ed to his virtues, and to your own faults;
however, he and the other boys may be
able to fight their way ; yoursistersare much-
less able to encounter pecuniary difficulties,
30- T will. make: youe promised three thou-
sand up five for them; and your mother
shall never want a friend while I live, and
when [ die, she shall find I have not for-
gotted ber; ‘but as[ do not put much faith
in ‘meve .promises, I think you ought to
give proper security for the fulfilling of
yours; :so reflect upon the hint; and now
good-night, as I shall eat my oysters, and
go ko bed.”

xTheSbavomt made his bow, declaring
he was ready to enter into any engage-
ments his uncle might think necessary,
and protesting that he would make some
addition to the sums already mentioned,
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if he thought he had not done enough.
This failed in conc:llatmg the miser, who,
for once in his life, was rendered generous
out of the tfere spirit of+opposition.

John, who thought this promised bounty
to his sisters augured well for himself,
hastened home ‘to write a long letter to
his mother, taking all the merit of his
uncle’s kind ‘intentions to himself, since
his representations had induced hif to be
thus liberal; and conclidéd by declaring,
that should he, as he had every reason to
expect, be his heir, he would make a very
ample provision for all his relatives.

Sir George was both vexed and discon-
certed by the reception his uncle had given
him, as he now feared, that by grasping
at too much, more might slip through
his fingers, His wife, however, soon re-
conciled him with himself, by observing,
that “a bird in hand, &c. 3” the Claver-.
ton estate was theirs—the uncle’s, money
might never be; and he had done more
than the law required.

He therefore wrote his promised letter
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Jetter to Charles, which came to hand on
the same day with one from his mother;
Edward’s last epistle had preceded both,;
and he had been gratified by this renewal
of intercourse between them.. Sir George's--
was a fine florid composition, -in which he-
pleaded real poverty; asan excuse for his
parsimony, and he cértainly made the best:
of his own story, inclosing a bill upon-
Lisbon for the promised -hundred- pounds;
and -assuring blm that he. would pay him-
one thousand at t.he end of twelve months; -
requesting a receipt in return, and bestow--
ing some very Kkind advice respecting:
prudence, &c. as a finale- to.his brotherly
epistle.

Lady Franklin did not recapitulate what-
Edward had written him, but detailed her-
presgnt and future plans.

“®he.meant ito spend- the' ersuing six’
‘onths at Claverton, during :which . time
she should look out for an elmble abode
for her and her daughters, where he
(Charles) and Edward would always find 2

13
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home ; desiring Charles would apply to her

upon any pecuniary emergency, as she felt

if, more than ever her duty to afford him

her assistance; skie then dwelt with real

satisfaction upon the counsellor’s promises,

which he had renewed in a very kind letter,

addressed to her; indeed she now hoped

he would make John his heir, since, though

she had much rather he had selected him

(Charles), she trusted they would all

eventually benefit by any one of them,

sir George excepted, begoming the pos-

sessor of his wealth. Colonel Moncrief
had behaved with great feeling upon the

melancholy occasion, and had invited
Louisa (her youngest daughter) to spend

the winter. with them, in Portland-place.

Edward was returned to Cambridge, and

she hoped that lord Malton would pyove

himself the friend of both her yduuger .
sons, as he had written her a very affec~
tionate letter, and she had stated facts to

him in return;” requésfing to hear very

frequently from ouf hero, and concluding

with her accustomed affection,
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Charles, who was now in winter-quar-
ters, was very differently affected by the
contents of these letters, which he an-
swered in due rotation, sincerely condo-
ling with his mother; and declaring his un-
qualified disapprobation of the present ba-
ronet’s conduct, hoping she would remove
from Claverton assoon as she could meet
with asuitable house, mentioning his hopes
ofretarning to England in the spring, when
he should pay-het an early visit, and, he
hoped, be able to convince her of his affec-
iionaté regard ; to his sisters he vent the
kindest messages, declaring that he longed
to revisit them and England, when he might
be able ‘to give-them some proofs of his
iove.

-Toistr George he wrdte as to a man of
busihéss, inclosing 4 proper receipt for the
fad pomglé, batentered into no details

respecting himself, ‘nor-did ‘he make any.

commetits.upon his lafe behaviour, nor re-
turn him any thanks-for his kind advice.

To-Edwar i he wrote as follows :—
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“ MY DEAR FELLOW,

“I should not have delayed an-
swering your first melancholy communica-
tion, had I not expected your promised
second epistle, which came to hand three
days ago. We have indeed reason to re-
gret the loss of our father, as he was an in-
dulgent parent to us all, and while he lived,
we should, I trust, have remained an af-
fectionate and united family ; 1 must also
regret, for yours and my sisters’ sake, his
not having made a will, though I make no
doubt that he fully expected his last wishes
would have been law to his heir ; sir George
does not seem impressed, as I should have
been, with the necessity of fulfilling them
to the utmost extent, therefore, as he might
have done less, he expects we should be -
grateful for what he proposes doing ; l’,nd
as | think a divided house seldom- prc&p{gfr‘,
I trust you will: agree with me in the neces-
sity of appearing, if hot feeling satisfied
with his conduct: you are the .only one
‘smongst us who is not in some measure
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provided for, and therefore the only one
who will feel at all dependent upon our
elder brother; but remember he now stangs
in the place of your father, and is obliged .
both by law and nature tocontribute to your
support. Theallowance he proposesmaking
you may,- nay, must be inadequate to your
expenditure at college; I inclose you a draft
upon my agent, for one hundred pounds,
the sum my brother has sent me, and which
I have no immediate call for, therefore
feel happy in appropriating it to you; so
no thanks, I desire, for so very trifling a
proof of my sincere regard; and should
you require a further supply before my
return, which I hope to do next spring,
make no ceremony of applying to me, as
Iam convinced 1shall be as able as will-
ingjto double this remittance.

" Py sistess cannot at present have any
pecuniary wants; I presume they will con-
tinue with my mother; and, thanks te my
uncle, they are not likely to experience any
disappointment respecting fortune. You
kindly wish I may inherit our uncle’sriches;
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believe me, I do not join in the desire ;
fortunately there . does not appear the
smallest probablhty of such an awful re-
'sponsibility bcmglmposed upbn me, since,

I give you my honeur, I Smcerely’?e,g_,re!red’
his having adopted me, from theé moment ke
declared me his favourite; and had I'notTékr-.
ed that I should have materially injured my'
family, Ishould not so long have continued
his dependent, since hé ‘did not even en-
deavour to lighten my cha¥hs, ior; what he
deemed, my vast obligations’; and the only
precept he inculcated was, to endeavour
to look down upon my brothers; my heart
revolted at hisdoctrines, nar could I join
him in abusing my father, therefore we
did pot #ssimilate ; and Idare say he’was
as much ré]'oiced when my impru'dence‘ al-
forded him an oppm‘tumtv of duScardkncr
me, with a show of justice, #sT-now fée]
at his having doné so’; I only fear that the'
hope of becoming his heir -wilfneither
improve the temper, - disposition, nor:
morals of John; and as he has a wary rival
in sir George, he may at last be deceived ;
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I therefore rejoice at vour having been
overlooked by Mr. Franklin, as I trust you'
may be happier in the end. 1do not wrise
thus because, having found the grapes sour
myself, 1 wish to put you out of conceit
of them, but from a ',é’oﬂvictipn that you
you are now, like myself, sparcd the misery
of spending the prime of your life in-
flattery and attendance,  when you may
so much better employ your time, in pla-
cing yourself above either hope or fear:
let me hear frequently, and at length from
you; and believe me to feel the most frater-
nal affection towards you, in proofof which
I'subscribe myself &c.”

CHAP. XV.

Lapy Franklin, who had always preferred
Charles to all her other children, had becn
proportionably hurt at his being, as she
feared, cramped in his military carcer, by
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his father’s neglecting to make a proper
pr.ovision for him; she was therefore de-
lighted "to -perceive by his letter that his
own disappointment did not give him a
moment’s concern, though he so feelingly
participated in hissisters’ and brothers’; she
read his letter to her daughters, who,
Louisa excepted, gave him-very little cre-
dit for his professions of regard. * They
cost him nothing,” they observed, “ and he
might wish to secure himself an agreeable.
home in their mother’s house; if he had
not been very imprudent, he might now
have been his uncle’s declared heir; asit
was, he must have rendered Mr. Franklin-
his enemy; therefore they hoped their
mother would not countenance him, to
their injury ; hehad not, in thefirst instance,
sought an asylum at Claverton, consci&ous
that their uncle would have oresentﬁé@ﬁ
being received therc; and now that he~
promised to be so much their friend, it
would be extremely imprudent to admit-
him as their inmate.”

Iady Tranklin merely replied, « that.
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little as she felt inclined to offend Mr.
Franklin, for their sakes, she should never
shut her doors upon a son she loveg, :mcf
who was an honour to his race, and she
grieved to perceive the selfish principle was
50 active in their hearts.”

They were silenced, but not convinced,
and when by themselves, openly blamed
their mother, accusing her of partiality
towards the Quizote of the family, to gratify
whom she was ready to sacrifice their in-
terest ; and when they learnt how generous
he had been towards Edward, their dis-
pleasure increased ; if he did not want the
money, surely he might have divided it
among hissisters; what could Edward want,
situated as he was? in short, so far from
giving our hero credit for his kind inten-
tion, they accused him of pride, want of
regard for them, and want of duty to their
‘mothef; Lougsa alone defended him; and
as she was warmed by the justice of her
cause, she soon shared in their dislike.

John, who learnt. the circumstance from
his elder sister, was no less displeased;
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“such a sum would have been of serious
service to him,” he wrote her, *and if
‘Charles was so flushed with cash, he hada
greater right to have bestowed it upon him
than upon Edward ; and concluded by hint-
ing ““ he feared their mother had secretly
supplied him with means to be thus gene-
rous, at their expence,” :

‘Nor did he suffer his uncle to remain in
ignorance of Charles: havmg, as he repre-
sented, rejected the .bundred pounds sir
George had sent him, at least made it over
to Edward; he must thereé‘ore be very
proud, or very rich. .. .. :

“ Or more generous than either. you ar
sir George, hey ! at all events,” he has.con-
vinced me he has learnt prudence, dnd, as I
have often said, he has my spirit.”

John secretly wished the old man would
display this boasted spirit, but said. no
more, hoping be had conviy.ced hfm»!hat
Charles did not want money.

Sir George had so completely alienated
the regard of his mother, and so seriously
offended his sisters, that probably-ne would
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have remained in ignorance of the circum-
stance, if the steward, who thought it his
duty to pay his court to him, had not mén-
tioned it to him, when he waited upon
him in town respecting the Christmas
audit; and certainly had our hero pur-
posely studied” to mortify the baronet, he
could not have done: it more effectually;
and hc résolved, in revenge for the un-
pleasant sensation he had so unintentionally
made him experienice, not to pay him the
promised thousand pounds till he asked for
it, if then,

While he was thus resolving to perplex
Quuizote, as the family now termed Charles,
having first given him that sobriquet after
the example of their uncle, and which they
now continued, to gratily their own splgen,
Mr. Franklin, who already hal{ repented
his svasty promise respecting his nieces,
learnt"that thz earl of Kinmare had died
the preceding day, at his sister’s villa, near
Watford, whither he had just returned
from Bristol ; hisdeath had been so long ex-
pected, tha* it occasioned him no surprise,
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and he only-hoped (as he knew all the
estastes which could be alienated must be
30id) that he should make some good bar-
gains, as he was resolved to make an im-
mediate offer for most of them, and if they
did not come into his terms, to foreclose,
as he had advanced full two-thirds of their
value. * The ensuing six weeks he there-
fore devoted to calculations respecting
his different mortgages, which induced him:
to defer fulfilling his promise to his nieces;
they were not going. to be married, he
found, therefore they might wait his leisure;.
besides, he could not at present part with
any cash; he must first settle this busi-
ness; and this he wrote lady Franklin, in
answer to a polite letter of inquiry from
her, hinting, that his present speculations.
might ultimately prove beneficial to_ her
and her daughters; and with this vague ex-
pectation they, perforce, affeqted, to‘be’per-
fectly satisfied ; when, as if to realize all
his wishes, a gentleman, high in the law,
called upon him from lady Susan Delany,.
to request a further loan of twelve thousand
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pounds, to discharge debts of honour of
her late brother’s. * Debts of honour!”
exclaimed the astonished counséllor, “whyd
she must be insane! what need sfie en-
thral herself to liquidate what the law con-
siders as null? she cannot be sued in da-
mages, if she has administered—surely, Mr.
Jarvis, you cannot connive at her being
thus grossly imposed upon ?” :

“ You know enough of my character,
I should suppose, Mr. Franklin, to have
rendered your last question unnecessary ;
-lady Susan is very unpleasantly situated,
and as a friend, though not as a lawyer, 1 ap-
prove of her intention; I need not tell
you that sir John Saunders was the most
intimate friend of her late brother, and he
was very anxious to form a nearer con-
nection with him; but he did not stand’so
hlgh"m the good graces of the sister as he
did in shose of the earl; but trusting to his
dexterity, of rather to the having entangled
her in his toils, as he foresaw that she
would think herself bound in honour, as
the earl’s heir and sole executrix, to liqui-
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date all his debts, he contrived to obtain
a sort of security from the dying man, for
‘ywelve thousand pounds, which he offered
to caneel, if lady Susan would listen to his
sliit ;- she felt more than indignant at the
proposal, and ordered her doors to be
shut against him in future ; and he declares
that he w1ll enforce his secuuty, and if she
hesitates to pay the money, threatens to
throw tlie business into Chancery. Now,
I dare say, he would be no gainer by so
doing ; still, as the earl was weak enough to
give him this security, say it was intended
for two, instead of twelve thousand pounds,
we cannot prove the fact, though to me"
that appears the most likely ; but situated
as lady Susan is, I cannot blame her for
chusing to set such a scoundrel at defiance.”

“ I would indeed set him at defiance, but
not by paying his demand; let him seék his
remedy in Chancery, he will only burn
his fingers; since, pray, w haf 516 become-
of her ladyshxp, when she has spent all her
money in satisfying her brother’s ‘gre-
ditors ?”
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““Ido not conceive, she will be a very
material sufferer in the end, since the earl
has left her every acre that he could
alienate, and some pari of the estates fell
'to her at his demise; t‘hey have certalnly
been’deeply mortgavre& still they will sell
for much more money.”,

“ That'I rather doubt; does she mecan
they shonld go to the hammer ?”

« She has not decided, as she means to
be wholly giiided by her maternal uncle’s
(lord Marchmont) 'advice, to whom, you
kriow, she is also heir, and at his demise, she
will be a baroness in her own right; he
would readily advance the sum she requires,
but she is unwilling to let him know how
" deeply hier brotherwas involved ; she means
totake up her abode with his lordship, in thc
north for the present, asshe now intends
to dlSpOSC of Rose Hill, but not immedi~
ately ; wndeed lord Marchmont rather
wishes her to do so, as he thinks it will
fetch more, in proportion, than it brings
in; but this is strangely wandering from
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my business; will you advance the money
she wants ?”’

«“1 will do any thing to oblige either
you ok her ladyship ; all I expect in return
is, to have the refusal of the estates shemeans
to sell, and of Rose Hill ; I will give a fair
price, and my money is ready any day.”

Mr. Jarvis readily engaged for this
favour being shown him, and thus the busi-
ness was settled. Lady Susan paid the
money to the worthless baronet, and Mr.
Jarvis undertook to have the estates valued,
and to offer them to the counsellor at the
price agreed upon, which he much doubted
his giving ; but he made no doubt of their
fetching as much, or more, if sold by
auction ; therefore he trusted lady Susan
would never have reason to repent having
atfended to the suggestions of conscience,
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CHAP. XVL

Lirrre of moment occurred, during the en-
sving five' months, in the Peninsula, in
which our hero ias materially concerned,
though he was in many petty skirmishes,
and the British' arms were every where suc-
cessful. Colonel Davers was promoted to
the rank of major-general, and appointed
to the command of a division of the army
which was ordered to procced to the
south of Spain ; he could not therefore, as
he had intended, return to England with the
remains of his regiment, which was ordered
home to recruit its ranks, and Charles was
among the officers who were appointed to
accompany it to Great Britain, as both the
commander-in-chief and general Davers
knéw bkis presence was required in Eng-
land, and thither they wished him to re-
move all lie had inherited from his wife.
He had kept up a constant correspondence
VoI, I, K
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with Mr. Levi, who had in every letter
requcsted he would make his_house his
huh.c, when he visited London, as he had
80, much to say to him, and so many. pe-
cuniary congerns to settle with hiny, that
he wished to have him all to himself, for a
short: time. .General Davers advised him
toaccept his invitation, but did notapprove
of his diselesing, even to him, the extent of
his riches; alledging, in support of his
opinion, donna Victoria’s.own wishes. to
keep him in ignorance of the gold which
her father had so privately accumulated ;
in short, he urged so many reasons for suf-
fering him to remain in ignorance of what
might be deemed his ready cash, that
Charles rather reluctantly, and ‘more to
cvince his deference to his opinion, than -
from any fears he entertained of Mr. Levi’s
want of integrity, agreed to be guided by
his advice, and in consequenge acezpted a
lctterto an eminent banker, who would un-
dertake, the colonel was convinced, to’ dis-
pose-of bis coin, and to place the produee in
Exchequer bills, or East-India bonds, at his
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option; and as this might' be done un-
known to Mr. Levi, general Davers maip.
tained it was upon every account more
prudent. Charles was not absolutely con-
vinced by his reasoning ; but as, upon re-
ceiving the promised letter, he found he
had been at Eton with the son of the head
partner in the firm, he felt more recon-
ciled to the measure, as he could thus re-
new his acquaintance with a very pleasant
young man; and were Mr. Levi to learn
what he had done, he could plead a friend-
ship of long standing for William Thornhill,
which might satisfactorily account for his_
prudence. :

‘Having taken an affectionate leave
of general Davers, and a respectful one
of his beloved commander-in-chief, Jhe
set gut for Lisbon, with that part of the
army which werc going home to recruit
théie a5, Among the men under his par-
ficular command, was a soldier whom he had
raised.to the rank of corporal, who gene-
rally acled in the capacity of his servant,

X 2
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by which means he had become very .inti-
mate with ‘Susan May, who still remained
at ‘Lisbon, under the protection of Mrs.
}{addocks: Charles had given her all his
late wife’s wardrobe, after her demise, and
there were so many valuable articles in-
cluded in the gift, that she had realized
more than two hundred pounds b} the ssle
of them,

This she had written Rdward Ford, the
corporal, who having also realized a small
sum, and being rendered, owing to a se-
vere wound in the thigh, incapable of
* assisting to conquer the French,” his
only regret, he thought, as he was return-
ing home, to be placed upon the list of
out-pensioners belonging to Chelsea-Hos-
pital, that she would make an excellent
match for him, as he was, lameness;apart,
not disfigured by his misfortune, and:could
nowset up his original trade:nf sh7&making,
in his native village, in Northamptonshire.
As he still continued to attend’ upon our
hero, who had been a very kind driend to
him, while he was confined by his wound, he
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_.ventured to mention his wishes to him, du-.
ring their route, observing, that < he hag
broken the ice to Susan, and she did not'
scem averse to his proposals, therefore 4
good word, by the way of recommendation,
from his honour, would conclude the busi-
ness, as she (as in duty bound) thought
it necessary to consult him (the captain)
before she came to any decision.”

Charles, who had so high an opinion of
Edward Ford, that he had felt half inclined,
notwithstanding bis lameness, to have re-
tained him in his service, promised to speak
to Susan in his behalf, resolving to add
to their little hoard, if necessary, when
they reached Dngland; telling Ned, as
he usually styled the corporal, he should
not ﬁnally discharge him till they reqchcd

.ondﬁn.

Ned was ready to go through fire and
water 10" somed’ him, and felt much lighter
at heart than our hero did, when they
reached Lisbon, as Charles was but too
forcibly}eminded of his last journey thither, .
and its fatal termination to donna Victoria;,

x 3
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but having performed his military dntics.
wnd understanding that they were not
likely *to sail for a week, he seized the
éarliest opportunity to pay his respects:
to the Maddocks family, who received him
with infinite cordiality, and insisted vpon
his spending every hour with them, which
his duty permitted him to give to society.

Susan was delighted to see him, though
she could not restrain her tears when they
first met, and he felt a renewal of his grief;
but when he again saw her, he did not for-
get Edward; and as she was very anxious to
return home, and not at all averse to put=
ting herself under Ned’s protection, they
were united by the chaplain to the Factory,
on the seventh day after our hero’s arrival;
'md on the foilowing, they embarked in
(he same transport with our hero, With a
fair wind, for England. Preﬂous to their
putting the baggage on buﬁrd (‘harlrs
thought it necessary to examine what he
styled his treasure: there were sgven cu-
riously-constructed boxes, exact s of the
same size ; these, donna Victeria had told
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b, eontained money, and were what she
wished to conccal from her grandfathey;
the jewels he had already seen, and thye
chests which still remained he understodd
contained the plate and valuables belonging
to the chapel at Aranza, and a smallservice
of gold plate, the gift of her grandfather
to her mother; these he did not chuse to
unpack; but having the keys about him,
he broke the-seals of one of the seven
boxes, and found it contained gold coin,
packed in rouleaus, to the amount of ten
thousand pounds sterling ut least; and as
the other six boxes were of equul weight,
-he made no doubt of their contents being
cqually valuable, therefere dic not open
them, and they were put o board as boxes
of dollars, the chusts as containing som

bull{'v articles of pluie: Mr. Moddocks
hgving urged the necessity of representing
them. .;smvnfhnm hHmpurative value, upon
'\mnoukau ounts: therefore even our hero’s
brothey officers thought his baggage much
more [Julky than valuable, even remarking
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the old duke had trusted too muchto chance;
wace he must have bad time to convert
ome 6f thislumber into gold, which would
have been much easier removed ; now he
(Charles) must hire a waggon to convey
the chests to London. Charles had not
come to anysuch dctermination,nor to any
other, when they landed at Portsmouth;
and as he had full leave to proceed imme-
diately to town, and to suffer the military
duty attached to his staticn to devolve
upon the next in command, he had it in .
contemplation to send the larger chests
by a waggon, under the care of Ldward
snd Sucan 3 but upon consulting with the
master of one of the principal_inns, to
wihom he represented the boxes to con-
tajnr dollars, the chests plate, he advised
«His sccuring the whole of one of his ‘heavy
coaches, in which he might travel himself,
and place the lame soldier ax 3wiff§ '(*m; as
further guard without @ this was snueasxble‘
a plan, and so completely obviated every
difliculty which he had dreaded alid fore-
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seen,, that he immcdiately closed with the
proposal ; therefore having taken leave o{'
his brother officers the overnight, assumrr

.them that he would pay his devoirs at the

War-Office the morning after his arrival in'
town, that they might receive their march-
ing orders, he rose at the appointed time,
»nd having seen the seven boxes and three
jewel caskets, including the one he had re-
ceived from the monk, stowed in the in-
side of the vehicle, and the chests fore and
aft, he took his seat inside; the now happy
and truly grateful Ned and Susan ascended
the dicky, the coachman smacked his whip,
and off they drove.

Our hero rejoiced at finding himsclf
once more at home, and, thanks to an all-
ruling Providence, so much richer than
when fre left Lngland ; he had not writidyq
to any of his family from Portsmouth, nor
hat? heegiven dhem any reason to expect

HMim s goon, as he wished to dispose of all

he brought over, and to make various other
arraﬁgm‘cms, erc he gave way to his wish
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to embrace his mother, his favourite Ed-
ward, and Louisa, or to express his-grati-
{ude to his equally-beloved James Frazer,
to'whom. he considered himself indebted
for his present fortune,

EXD OF VOI, 1I,
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