HISTORY OF THE 486th AERO SQUADRON,

The 74th dAero Squadron was organized on the 1l3th day of
Avgust, 1917, at Kelly Field, South San Antonio, Texas. The |
personnel was composed of recruits from Fort Slocum, H.Y.,. Fort
Wood, NeYe, and Columbus Barracks, Ohio. Drilling was the
daily progfam, until after having become profidient at same,
guard and fatigue' duty was substituted. There were many changed
in the personnel while stationed at Kelly Field, Texas. 4 few
members of the Organization were sent to training Camps, after
having sucessfully paésed the. examination for Commission, while
some were transferred to other Organizations for military reasons.
After every man had received the para~typhoid prophylaxis,

(better 1mo§vn'a a "Shot in the arm"}, and had been vaccinated

five or siﬁ times, the Squadron was reieased from qﬁarantine h

and moved from the tents in which they had been billetted for

Bix weeks to barracks No., 30 at Kelly Field No. 1l From this

time until Decezﬁber 15‘;h, 1917, nothing of impo¥tance happened,
but on this date, First Lieutenant Edgar L. Robinson, was relieved
- from Command o€ the Squadron and Second Lieutenant Frederick T,
Cermey was ddérected to assume this responsibility. .On this

same date orders were issued for the Squadron to proceed to lorrison,
Virginia, a small suburb, about seven m;i.les Southwest of Newpoet
News, Virginis. This news was received with acclamation by the
members of the Organization, as the personnel ﬁas made up largely

of men from the Nbrth, who were unaccustdmed to the climate of



001
Texas, and the sandstorms for which the state is famous, did
not appeal to any of themy so it was with joy that they said
"Good~bye" to Sandy Texas, but it was \not a very joyous "Hello™
that was soundedwhen llorrison, Virginia was rcached on Dege'i 21st,
1917 It was not the least bit encouraging to detrain at any
Army Camp, about ten per-cent completed, when the Organization
was designated as a Construction Unipye Thls Camp was called the
Aviation. General Supply Depot and Concentration Campe Pro-
viding one concentrated one's mind on LIUZD .it was the conseensus
of opinion that the Camp was well named, for there certainly
was a general supply of it. Iud and tree=stumps were all that
could be seen, wherever there were no barracks or other buil_dings .
When the members of the 74th dero Squadron, realized that this
was to be their home, the space allotted to them, changed it's
gppealance as if by magic. What was once nothing more than a
md puddle soon became a flower garded, for, here and the’ro,
men could be seen clad in rubber boots in rmud up to their
hips, digging out the stump of a trece, Immediately upon our
arrival at this Post, First Lieutenant Lilburn H. Stéel was
assigned to this Squadron and relieved Lieutcna.ht Cerney of the
Cormand. A4bout two wecks later, Captain George V. Price, was
assigned to duty as Commanding Cfficer of the Squadron, re-
lieving Lieutenant Stecl, together with his many other duties
as Post Construction Officer. On February First the mzmbgr of
the Squadron was changed from 74 to 486, and from thié date the

duties of the Squadron were confined almost entirely to prep-

aration for Oversea's service. len were constantly being trans-



ferred in and out of the Squadron, due to an epidemic of rmumps,
which was raising havoc at the Post. The damp climate of Vir-
ginia was a radical change from the drimess of Texas, which
occassioned manyg bad colds. The Squadron was fortunate however
in not having one casualty, On lMarch First, 1918, First Lieut,
Wiiliam L. Terrell; relieved Captain Price of Cormand of the
Squadron and on the Fourthvof llarch the Sgquadron was ordered to
embark for Oversea's, 1t was a happy bunch of men that crossed
the gahghplank of the "MADAWVASKA"™, formerly the Imperial German
steamship, "KOLNIG WILHELM‘II". The Squadron had been waiting

f or this eventful day for seven long months.

The best day of all was, March 21st, 1918, when one
mhuindred and fifty men, all members of the 486th Aero Squadron
marched down the long gang-plank of the good ship'which.had
convoyed them acrods the mighty Ocean and for the first time
in most of their lives, iandcd on the soll of France., Saint
Nazaire was the port at which the Squadron disembarked and
from this town the Squadron was marched to what was called a
rest camp about three miles outside the city limits. Here,
it was assigned to barracks, in which were installed double-
deck wooden bunks., DEven though the bunks were made of wood,
they were accepted without comment for, after that march of
three miles, with packs weighing about seventy-five pounds,
the ground itself would have made an excellent place for sleep-
ing. It was impossible to secure rations for the first meal

and this made it necessary for the Squadron to eat it's first



meal In France at the Casual lless. Aftér discovering that
there was already & line-up of S.oldiérs about a mile long,
waiting to be fed at this kitchen, most of the men decided that
they were more tired than hungry. The Squadron was allowed to
rest-up for two days, and on Sunday lMarch 24th were ordered
to proceed to the town of Romorantin, in the Department of
Loire~et=-Cher, Every one had visions of the fromt line trenches,
and were greatly disappointed upoﬁ consulting a map. It was
situated more than a hundred miles behind the lines. Ve were
consoled only with the thought that the stay here would be as
| brief as that at Saint Nazaire. This trip was one that will

" never be forgotten by any member of the 486th Lero Squadron,
The trainl was made up of, third—-class French coaches, which
are divided into four compartments, each compartment accomo-
dating eight people very uncomfortably. Eight soldiers were
piled into each of these compartments, together with his

pack containing all of his belongings and ratioﬁs, which
consisted canned tomotatoes, corned beecf, bread and jam.
Sleeping was out of the question that night and it was a grcat
relief to all, when the train pull'od in at the station 6f
Romorantin at eight o'clock the next morning. 4Another hike
of aﬁbﬁt five miles, brought the Squadron to the Camp, which

has been it's home ever since.

This Camp was called, Alr Service Production Center

Mumber 2, and consisted of about five Aero Squadrons and a small



detachment of Engineers, when the 486th Aero Squadron arrived.
There was no water system and transportation was very scarce.
Many difficulties arose which were new to troops, fresh from
the good old United States, but still the spirit never faltered.
The day after our arrival at Air Service Production Center lo. 2,
the Scpza'dron was detailed to duty with the Ingincering Depart—
ment, and assigned to the task of building barracks for in-
coming troops. This was a very tedious task for the surrounding
country was nothing butr & dense wood and the trees had to be
pullécl out by_ the roots in order to p.rovide for clear space.
This feat was accomplished by the means of a rope tied around
the treec and was them pulled by the men. Ivery man was ready
for bed after a day's work of this kinde During this period the
personnel of the Squ;a.dron remained unchanged, with the ex-—
ception of one man who was left at the Hospital at Saint
Nazaire and has since returned to the United States. On March £9th,
the first
/man to be sent on detached Service was sent to Paris and
three days later two others followed hime They were envied by
every man in the Squadrone The personnel was now made up
7 largely of mechanics, but still the Squadron as.a. whole was making
a good shcwing at Construction work. During the month of April
not more than three days passed during which it did not rain,
causing the Camp to take on the aspect of a lake and each
barracks resembling a larpe boathouse, which however did not

cause any falling off in the work. Large warehouses as well

as barracks were now taking form and what at one time wgs

nothing morae than a forest, soon began to look like a hugh



:I.ndustﬂa.l center, A water spstem was installed and electricity
finally became a realization. The Sun came out in lay and dried
up -the mmddy raods and fields caused by the rains of April, This
served to make living accémodatiohs more agrecavle and the men
began to take a liking to Irance. About this time the Base
Ports were calling for men to convoy trucks and automobiles to
4ir Service Production Center No. 2¢ The men of the €86th .
dero Squadron, were very anxious to perforni this duty and many
of them by so doing had a wonderful 0pportunity of seeing France.
The dusty raods of white sand and sleepless nights did not hold
them back in the least and they responded energetically to the
call, Conscquenyly Aiqr Service Production Center Noe 2, not
only became a great Aeroplane Assembling center, but also é.
Transportation Centere. The space allotted to the Transportation
Department at the entrance to the Camp, was literally covered
with trucks of all descriptions, automobiles, motorcyélcs, vith
and withour side-cars and all sorts of trailers. It seemed that
the 466th Aezlo Squadron could perfomm any duty to which it was
assignedes 4s a Construction/Ui:lligy'rnde a name for themselves,
which could not be beaten, "ass was evidenced by the mamner in
which the .Officers in charge of Construction spoke of the Sqwdron.
About this time a Production and laintenance Division was or- |
g;anizéd at thid Post, to which the 486th 4Aaro Squa'dron was im-;-

Division
mediately assigned to duty. This m was in charge of the

assembling, overhauling and testing of all Liberty Aerdplanes

to be isent to the Front, together with other types of Planes



s.uch as French Spads and Nieuports. The Organization was the
first Squadron to be assigned to ‘this Division and installedl
practically all of .the machinery now in use at fhe various plants.
.ILa.ter the Personncl‘was distributed as followsj

43 men assigned to llachine Shop at Plant 2-4,

26 lMMan assigned to research work on Liberty llotors and,

' fine instrument repair work,

24 llen assigned to Flying Field and divided into crews,

12 men assigned to Armament Dept, ascsembling machine

. guns for the Aeroplanes. :
The balance of the Personnel was assigned to Plants i-A, 1-B,
2=3 and 2~C, and were engaged in technical work of all descriptions,
“About 70% of the Non-Cormissioned Officer persomnel were put in
charge of the various Departments in these plants and after this
~ was accomplished a night shift was organized in the different
plants. So the members of the 486th Aero Squadron, were now
working day and night and Acroplanes were being assembled in
large numbers and sent to the Front. On August 13th, 1918, the
anniversary of the Organization of the Squadron was celebrated
and on Scptember 21st, 1918 each member ofithe Squadron could be
seen wearing the Gold ServiceChevron representing six months
of service in Francees On this samo date 2l of the original members
of the Squadron‘ were transferred to the First Alr Depot' at
Colombey~les-Belles, which was not very far from t_he fighting liﬁes.
These men were in high spirits when informed thaf 'thle“y we;'e to
be sent to the Front, but the rest of the men were very sorry

at.'not having been selected. The Squadron was then filled up

with Casuals from a Replacement Squadron. This left only fifty

per-cent of the original members of the Squadron. Shortly after



 these men were transferred, an epidemic .of Spanish Influenza
broke out and clain.led many soldiers as victims. Up until this
date the Squadron had been quite fortunate iz; not having any
deaths. Private Iﬁarfin Sanders, whose home was in Richmond,
Utah, was transferred to the486th Aero Squadron from the 1106th
Aero Repkicement Squadron, on October 5th, 1918, Three days
later he complained of being sick and was sent to the hospital
for treatment, On October 21st, 1918 about 10 AM he died of
Broncho Pneumonia. H& was buried with lMilitaxy honors;- the
whole Squad;'on attending the funcral., His name will always 'be.
remembered by every mémber of the 486th Aero Squadron. llany
other members of the Organization were attacked with this disease,

but all were fortunate enough to recover with this one exception.,

From this date there was nothing further worthy of
mentions The Squadron contimued it's daily routine of work,

under the Supervision of the Production and laintenance Division,
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ROSTER OF ALL OFFICERS ATTACHED TO 486 AERO SQUADRON
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SINCE TIME CF FORMATICON,

Jeseph Bernard, A.S.,

William H, BOStWiOk. A.So’

Zdgar Le Bradley, Ae«S.,

Frederick T, Cerney, 4A.S.

Luther Ge Franklin, A.S.

Herbert Gedwin, A.Se
Raymend C. Leng, A.S.
Heward Meixmer, A.S.
Herman Ce leyers, A.S.
Glemm R, Miller, A.S.
James L. Pede, QelleCs
Herbert B. Pepe, A.S.
George We Price, Ae¢Se -
Fdgar Le Roebinsen, A.S.
John Je. Small, DesR.C,

Lilburn H, Steel, A.S.

Fletcher Be Tayler, l.R.C.

William L, Terrell, A.S.

Assigned Jamuary 9, 1918
Assigned Jamary 8, 1918
Assigned Jamary 31, 1918
Assigned December 14, 1917
Assigned December 18, 1917
Assigned January 8, 1918
Assigned January 8, 1918
Assigned Jamuary 8, 1918
Assigned January 7, 1918
Assigned February 2, 1918
Assigned December 26, 1917
Assigned January 26, 1917 x
Assigned December 26, 1917
Assigned September 15, 1917
Assigned February 22, 1918
Assigned December 21, 1917
Assigned January 18, 1918

Assigned Fcbruary 26, 1918
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