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and the truth shall make you free."

MINUTES OF THE SEVENTH ANNUAL CONVENTION V

KeDt(JckyEq(jaI Rights flssociafioD,

October 24th, 25th and 26th, 1894.

MERRICK LODGE, LEXINGTON, KY.

GENERAL OFFICERS.

President—MISS LAURA CLAY, . 78 North Broadway, Lexington.

First Vice-President—MRS. MARY B. CLAY, . Richmond.

Second —MRS. MARY CRAMER, . . Lexington.

Third —MRS. MARY K. JONES, . Newport.

Corresponding Secretary—MRS. EUGENIA B. FARMER,
911 Scott Street, Covington.

Recording Secretary—SARAH M. SIEWERS, M. D. Newport.

Treasurer—MRS. ISABELLA H. SHEPARD,
31 E. Twelfth St., Covington.

Superintendents of Departments.

Bible Study, to set forth the true position of women :

Miss L. M. Stratton, Wihiiore.

Political Study : Mr. E. W. Bagby, .... Paducah.

Literature : Mrs. Sarah H. Sawyer, .... Wihiiore.

Press Work: Mrs. Sarah G. Humphreys, . . Versailles.

National Enrolhnent : Mrs. S. M. Hubbard, . . . Hickman.

Legislative and Petition Work: Mrs. Josephine K. Henry, Versailles.

Educational Oppo?'tunities for IVonien : Mrs. Caroline A. Leech,

1735 First Street, Louisville.

Lndustrial Trainingfor Women : Mrs. Mary C. Roark, Lexington,

LLvgiene and Physical Culture : Sarah M. Siewers, M. D. Newport.

Work Among Young People : Mrs. Ella Gibson, . . Richmond.

Advancement of JJome/rs J f ork in tJic Schools :

Miss Anna Morgan, Newport.

State Organizer : Mrs. Eugenia B. Farmer. . . Covington.
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LIST OF OFFICERS OF THE LOCAL ASSOCIATIONS.

FAYETTE EQUAL RIGHTS ASSOCIATION.

F/rs/de//f—MiS9, Laura Clay, ..... Lexington.

Recordiiif^ Secretary—Mrs. Mary Cramer, . .

Treasurer—Mrs. Sophia Charles, .... "

KENTON COUNTY EQUAL RIGHTS ASSOCIATION.

President—Mr.^. Eugenia B. Farmer, .... Covington.

Secretary-!reasurer—Mrs. Isabella H. Shephard, .
"

LOUISVILLE EQUAL RIGHTS ASSOCIATION.

President—Mrs. Caroline A. Leech.

Seo^etary— Mrs.. M. F. Hibberd.

Treasurer— Mrs. M. F Rogers.

MADISON COUNTY EQUAL RIGHTS ASSOCIATION.

President— hl^'S,. Sarah Clay Bennett, . . . Richmond,

Recording Secretary—Mrs. William Frances, . . .

Treasurer—Mrs. Lucy McCann, .... "

CAMPBELL COUNTY EQUAL RIGHTS ASSOCIATION.

President—Sarah M. Siewers, M. D. . . . . Newport.

Recording Secirtajy—Mrs. Mary Muggeridge, . . .
"

Treasure?'— M.-^?,. A. J. Stimpson, .....
JESSAMINE COUNTY EQUAL RIGHTS ASSOCIATION.

President—Prof. T. W. Shannon, .... Wilmore.

Secretary—Mrs. S. H. Sawyer,

7)rj-i7/;Y/—Mrs. Mary Handy, . ... . . .

"

COVINGTON EQUAL RIGHTS ASSOCI.VTION.

President— Wvji. Jennie Lightfoot, .... Covington.

Secretary —yV\i.^. Katie Marshall . . . .

"

Trasurer—Mrs. Ellen Ellison, . . ...
STATE MEMBERS.

Mrs. S. M. Hubbard, Hickman.

Mrs. S. G. Humphreys, Versailles.

Mrs. S. M. Goodknight, Frankfort.

Mrs. May R. Patierson, Lancaster.

Dr. Louise Southgate, Walton.
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING.

Newport, Ky., September 13th, 1894.

At the residence of Mrs. M, K. Jones, an Executive Committee

meeting was held to discuss matters relative to state work.

The date of the convention' was left to the choice of the Fayette

Equal Rights Association.

Program for State Convention was discussed and arranged.

Mrs. Farmer was appointed Committee on Railroad Rates.

An invitation to send fraternal delegates to the State Convention was

extended to the Twentieth Century Club of Cincinnati.

Mrs. Mary Muggeridge,

Rccordiu^^ Secretary.

PLAN OF WORK AND EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETINGS.

Lexington, Ky., October 24th, 1894.

Plan of Work Committee met at Merrick Lodge, I. O. O. F. Hall,

at 9 A. M., Miss Laura Clay in the chair. Meeting opened with prayer

by Miss Anna Morgan. The following recommendations were carried :

I St. That the Associations continue the School Suffrage work, with

a view to asking for full school suffrage from the next Legislature.

2nd. That we vigorously continue the work to raise the '-age of

protection" for girls.

3rd. That the committee having charge of this work be empower-

ed to appoint assistants at their discretion.

4th. That this association continue their efforts to secure Houses

of Reform for boys and girls and to urge the appointment of women on

the Board of Managers.

5th. That by an amendment of the By-Laws the words "Hygiene

and Dress Reform" in that department be changed to "Hygiene and

Physical Culture."

6th. Adjourned.
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MINUTES OF THE SEVENTH ANNUAL MEETING
OF THE KENTUCKY EQUAL RIGHTS ASSOCIATION.

Wednesday morning, October 24th, 1894.

Meeting opened with the President, Miss Laura Clay, in the chair.

Scripture lesson and prayer by Miss Anna Morgan.
A letter from the Treasurer regretting her inability to be present was

read by Mrs. Farmer 1 On motion Mrs. Farmer was elected as Treasurer

pro. tem. Motion made and carried that the Treasurer's books be open
until Thursday morning to receive belated dues.

The President announced the following committees .

CREDENTIALS.

Mrs. Farmer. Mrs. Beauchamp. Mrs. -Cramer.

COURTESY.

Mrs. Charles. Dr. Siewers.

PUBLICATION.

Mrs. Muggeridge, Mrs. Farmer. Miss Wood.

RESOLUTIONS.

Mrs. Bennett. Miss Wood. Mrs. Leech. Mrs. Charles.

Mrs. Wolcott. Mrs. Goodnight.

AUDITORS.

Mrs. W^olcott. Miss Wood.

The following fraternal delegates from the Twentieth Century Club

of Cincinnati were introduced: Mrs. Young, Miss Potter, Mrs. Sachs,

Dr. Swift, Mrs. Addison. The President read a letter from Mrs.

Shrader, President of the Twentieth Century Club, filled with good
wishes and kindly greetings. By a unanimous vote of the convention

the privileges of the floor were extended to the fraternal delegates from

Cincinnati. Mrs. F. E. Beauchamp, one of the delegates of the Fayette

Equal Rights Association, brought fraternal greetings from the Kentucky
W, C. T. U., having been appointed a fraternal delegate by that body.

The minutes of the Executive Committee were read by Mrs. Far-

mer and accepted.

Report of Mrs. Gibson, Superintendent of Work Among Young
People, was accepted, and led to an interesting discussion. Mrs. Beau-

champ recommended that Sunday-School teachers teach one standard of

morals for boys and girls. Doctor Siewers urged the members of the

convention to use their influence with school teachers to teach the equal-

ity of the sexes in ihe school room.

Report of the Credential Committee read, with instructions regard-

ing the rights and privileges of delegates. The con vention was composed
of thirty delegates from Louisville, Covington, Newport, Lexington,

Frankfort, Richmond, Wflmore, Versailles, and six fraternal delegates

from Cincinnati and Berea.
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Report of Dr. Sarah M. Sievvers, Superintendent of Hygiene, read

and accepted.

Miss Clay announced a change in the evening program. Owing to

the absence of Mrs. Sawyer, the paper entitled "Woman in Politics" by
a Kentucky woman, on the program for the afternoon, would be read by
Mrs. Mary B. Clay in the evening, following the President's address.

Mrs. Mary B. Clay was appointed to solicit subscribers for the Wo-
man's Journal and Woman's Column.

Adjourned.

Wednesday Afternoon.

Meeting opened with Scripture reading and prayer by Mrs. Beau-
champ .

Report of Frankfort Committee read by Mrs. Farmer. Accepted.
An interesting paper and report on the "Age of Protection for

Girls," read by Mrs. Mary K. Jones.

Report of Mrs. Josephine K. Henry, Superintendent of Legisla-

tive and Petition Work, read by Mrs. Farmer. Accepted.

Report on Houses of Reform and the work in connection with the

Legislature read by the Chairman of the Committee, Mrs. S. A. Charles.

Accepted. Mrs. Beauchamp, being chairman of a similar committee

from the W. C. T. U., was invited to open the discussion on this work.

Moved that no name be recommended to the Legislature for these Hous-
es of Reform.

Mrs. Henry recited a comic poem.
Miss Anna Morgan, Superintendent of Woman's Work in the Pub-

lic Schools, read her report. Accepted.

By request, Mrs. S. M. Goodknight read a comic poem.
Adjourned.

JFednesdav Evening.

Prayer—Miss Anna Morgan.
Address— Miss Laura Clay.

Paper—"Woman in Politics" (by a Kentucky Woman), read by

Mrs. Mary B. Clay.

Thursday Morning, October 25th, 1894.

Meeting opened with Scripture reading by Miss Clay.

Mrs. Leech, of Louisville, reported the serious illness of Mrs.

Woodbridge, the Corresponding Secretary of the National Woman's
Christian Temperance Association. Prayer by Miss Clay in which our

afflicted sister was remembered.

Mrs. Dodge, fraternal delegate from the W. C. T. U. of Berea, was

introduced and unanimously given the privileges of the floor.

The Convention proceeded to discuss the following recommenda-

tions of the Plan of Work Committee :

ist. That the Association continue the school suffrage work, with a

view to asking for full school suffrage from the next Legislature. It was

moved and carried that Mrs. Farmer continue to have this work in charge.

Miss Morgan moved that petitions be circulated for a State law giving
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school suffrage to women. Carried. It was moved that the Louisville

Association push the subject for cities of the first class, apart from the

general State law. It was also carried that separate action should be tak-

en for the cities of the third and fourth class. Mrs. Leech moved that

the Executive Committee take charge of this work and sub let it, as it

were. Carried.

2nd. That we vigorously continue the work to raise the ''Age of

Protection for Girls." The committee of last year, Mrs. Jones and Mrs.

Humphreys, were continued, with power to select their own assistants.

It was moved that a sum of money be raised to further this work; to dis-

seminate appropriate -literature. About twenty dollars was raised by

pledges for the use of this committee. Carried.

3rd. That we continue to work for Houses of Reform, and Mrs.

Charles be Chairman of this committee, with power to select her assist-

ants. Carried.

4th. A constitutional amendment that the words "Hygiene and

Dress Reform" be changed in this department to ''Hygiene and Physical

Culture." Carried.

5th. That this Association distribute suffrage literature liberally

throughout the State, and that the distribution be placed in the hands of

the Superintendent of Literature. Carried. That we adopt the political

divisions for the State House of Representatives as the basis for the sys-

tematic distribution of literature. Carried. That each local association

be recommended to distribute literature in its own territory and pay the

expenses therefore. Carried.

6th. To have the Louisville Association assist in pusliing school

suffrage throughout the State. Carried.

7th. That a committee be chosen to go before political conventions

to present the cause of full suffrage, and that the Superintendent of Leg-

islative and Petitition Work, with the Executive Committee, forma gen-

eral committee to arrange for the political conventions which meet in this

State the coining year. Carried.

8th. That program meetings be recommended to the Locals by

this Convention. Carried.

9th. That we accept Mrs. Beauchamp's offer of a page of the

Kentucky White Ribbon for the use ot this Association. Carried.

Adjourned.

TJiiirsday Afternoon.

Meeting opened with prayer by Mrs. Dodge. Scripture texts prov-

ing the equality of the sexes, read by the delegates.

Report of the Corresponding Secretary read and accepted.

Report of the member of the Executive Committee of the National

American Woman Suffrage Association read and accepted.

Report of Treasurer was read and referred to the Auditing Commit-

tee.

i^uditor's Report accepted.

Report of State Organizer read and accepted.

Report of Superintendent of Political Study accepted.
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A very interesting paper on Kindergarten work was read by Miss
Mary Hamilton.

By request, a comic speech by Miss Jennie Rugg.
A paper read by Dr. Siewers on "Why Professional Women Want

The Ballot."

Report of Mrs. Leech, Superintendent of Education Opportunities
for Women. Accepted.

A letter of greeting from Mrs. Jennie O. Morton, of Frankfort, read
by Miss Clay.

Adjourned.

Thursday Evening.

Prayer—Rev. W. F. V. Bartlett.

School Suffrage with Illustrations of Registration and Voting—Mrs.

Eugenia B. Farmer.

Friday Morning, October 26th, 1894.

Meeting opened \yith Scripture reading by Mrs. Bennett. Prayer

by Mrs. Beauchamp.
The minutes of the Plan ot Work Committee read and the following

recommendations adopted

:

I St. An amendment to the State Constitution striking out the

clauses providing for county delegates.

2nd. That this Convention learns with pleasure of the interest

taken by colored women in the work of the Equal Rights Association,

and commends to them the organization of local associations, especially

in cities where school suffrage will prevail next year.

3rd. That we urge upon all the local associations to form classes

to study Business Law.
4th. That we recommend the Kentucky Equal Rights Association

to petition the Governor to appoint a woman on the Board of Education

of the A. and M. College.

5th. That we continue the Free Lecture Bureau.

A letter was then read from Mr. C. H. Stoll, President Belt Rail-

road Company, inviting the delegates to take a ride in the afternoon upon
the electric cars, taking in points of interest in the city. Mr. Stoll's kind

invitation was accepted.

The death of Mrs. Woodbridge was feelingly reported by Mrs.

Leech, and the Corresponding Secretary requested to write a letter of

sympathy to the officers of the National Woman's Christian Temperance
Union at Chicago.

A letter from Mrs. Rachel Foster Avery was read by Miss Clay, no-

tifying the Convention that the local associations could obtain certain

speakers between January 15th and February 15th, 1895, as they pass

to or from the National American Woman's Sufirage Convention.

Mrs. Josephine K. Henry informed the Convention that a remon-

strance was to be circulated in the South, opposing woman suffrage, and
abked that every equal rights woman in the South send her in as few

words as possible her reasons for wanting to vote, to be sent to her with-

in two, weeks.
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Mrs. Humphreys reported an offer from Helen H. Gardner to sup-

ply her book "Pray you, sir, is This Your Daughter?" to this Association

for distribution among our Legislators at ten cents a copy. This offer

was accepted and Miss Anna Morgan was appointed to solicit contribu-

tions for the purpose. She collected three dollars and seveniy-five cents

($3.75). Individuals were allowed to subscribe for the book at fifteen

cents a copy, five cents extra being for postage. The book deals with

the subject "Age of Consent."

Report of the Free Lecture Bureau read and accepted.

Moved by Mrs. Charles that Mrs. H. T. Groom be made her assist-

ant on the Committee for House of Reform. Carried.

Report of Press Work read by the Superintendent, Mrs. Humph-
reys, and accepted.

The resignation of Mrs. Sawyer, Superintendent of Bible Study,

accepted with regret.

The following officers were elected for the ensuing year :

President^ ------- Miss Laura Clay.

First Vice-President, - - _ - - - - Mrs. Mary B. Clay.

Second Vice-President, ----- Mrs. Mary Cramer.

Ihird Vice-President, - - - - - Mrs. Mary K. Jones.

Corresponding Secretary, - - - Mrs. Eugenia B. Farmer.

Recording Secretary, ' - - - - Dr. Sarah M, Sievvers.

Treasurer, _ - - - _ Mrs. Isabella H. Shepard.

Adjourned.

Friday Afternoon.

Meeting opened with prayer by Mrs. Dodge, followed by reading

Scripture passages on "the law of freedom" by the members.

The following motion carried—That in order to facilitate business

each delegate vote for five delegates to the National Convention at one

time, and the five receiving the highest number be declared elected; the

one receiving the smallest number to be a delegate in the contingency

that the Association have enough paid up members by the first of Janu-

ary to entitle it to a fifth delegate. The following delegates to the Nat-

ional American Woman's Suffrage Association Convention were elected:

Mrs. Mary B. Clay was elected the member of the National Executive

Committee; Mrs. Leech, Alternate.

Delegates

:

Mrs. Farmer. Mrs. Bennett, Mrs. Humphreys.
Mrs. Jones. Mrs. Cramer.

Alternates

:

Miss Morgan. Mrs. Muggeridge. Capt. Wm. Henry.
Miss Wood. Miss Hamilton.

It was moved that if any vacancies occur they be filled by the alter-

nates in numerical order. Carried.

Moved, that if any member of the delegation be absent in A.tlanta,

the delegation are empowered to fill the vacancy from other members of

the State Association present.
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An interesting paper on the ''Age of Consent" was read by Mrs.

Humphreys, followed by discussion.

Oration, "Daughter of the Revolution," by Miss Cora Dunn.
Moved that a report of the Resolution Committee be heard; moved

that they be acted upon as a whole.

The following Superintendents of Departments were elected :

Bible Study. Miss L. M. Stratton, Wilmore.

Political Study. Mr. E. W. Bagby, Paducah.

Literature : Mrs. S. H. Sawyer, Wilmore.

Press Work : Mrs. S. G, Humphreys, Versailles.

National Enrollment : Mrs. S M. Hubbard, Hickman.
Legislative and Petition JFork : Mrs. Josephine K. Henry, Versailles.

Educational Opportunitiesfor Women :

Mrs. Caroline A. Leech, 1735 First Street, Louisville.

Lndustrial Trainingfor Wotnen : Mrs. M. C. Roark, Lexington,

Hygiene and Physical Culture : Dr. Sarah M. Siewers, Newport.
Work Among Young People : Mrs. Ella Gibson, Richmond.
Advancement of ]Vo7nen's Work in the Public Schools :

Miss Anna Morgan, Newport.

State Organizer: Mrs. Eugenia B. Farmer, Covington.

Minutes of the afternoon session read and approved.

Adjourned.

The members took a delightful ride in the electric cars.

Eriday Evening.

Prayer—Rev. J. W. McGarvey.
Address—Mrs. Josephine K. Henry.

Saturday, October 27th, 1894.

Plan ot Work and Executive Committee met in joint session at the

residence of Miss Laura Clay. After prayer by Miss Morgan the Exec-

utive Committee made the following appropriations : sixteen to twenty

dollars for Printing; three dollars to Corresponding Secretary; three dol-

lars to Bible Study; twenty dollars to Superintendent cf Literature; three

dollars to Legislative Work; ten dollars to School Suffrage and State Or-

ganizer.

Donations of one dollar each accepted with thanks from Mrs. Sallie

Clay Bennett, Mrs. M. B. Clay and Mrs. M. K. Jones.

Resolved : That a petition for House of Reform for boys and for

girls and to have women on their Boards of Management be circulated

for the signatures of officials of cities and benevolent and religious soci-

eties.

It was voted that the Fayette association should appoint an editor,

and fill the page in the White Ribbon for the year.

Moved that an assistant for the Recording Secretary be appointed at

the opening of the next convention; that files be provided for the tables

of each Secretary; that a gavel be provided for the President. Passed.

Moved that each individual member of the Equal Rights Associa-
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tion shall, whenever there is an opening, use her influence to have an ap-

pointment made for organization. That said member shall report the

same to the State Organizer, and shall, with her, make all necessary ar-

rangements for accomplishing the same. Passed.

Moved that the expenses of the Organizer be provided for in such

manner as the President, Organizer and Treasurer deem best. Passed.

Adjourned.

REPORT OF THE MEMBER OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMPr-

TEE OF THE NATIONAL AMERICAN WOMAN
SUFFRAGE ASSOCIATION.

The Twenty-Sixth Annual Convention of the National American
Woman Suffrage Association was held in Washington, D. C, February,

1894. Our President opened the Convention, and delegates from the

following States were present: Colorado 2, Connecticut 3, Dislrict of

Columbii 6, Georgia 3, lUinois 3, Kansas 7, Kentucky 3, Maine

4, Rhode Island 2, Maryland 3, Massachusetts 6, Michigan 3, Nebraska

3, New Jersey 5, New York 20, Ohij 9, Pennslyvania 5, South Carolina

I, Vermont i, Virginia 2.

The welcoming address to the Convention was delivered by the

Hon. John W. Ross, President of the Board of Commissioners of

the District of Columbia, and many United States Senators and Con-

gressmen addressed the Convention during its sessions.

At the first meeting of the Executive Committee we resolved that

''the special efforts of the National American Woman Suffrage Associa-

tion be concentrated this year on campaigns in Kansas and New York,"

but that the Southern Committee should have full opportunity to present

the. work of the Southern States to the Convention. More than two

thousand dollars were raised in the Convention for Kansas, and a liberal

supply of money and literature was donated to the Southern Committee.

It was decided to hold our National Convention in Atlanta, Georgia,

in January and February, 1895, following women were elected

officers of the Association :

Honorary President, Elizabeth Cady Stanton.

Susan B. Anthony, - . _ _ . . President.

Rev. Anna Howard Shaw, - - - Vice-President at large.

Ellen B. Dietrich, - - - Corresponding Secretary,

Alice Stone Blackwell . . . - Recording Secretary.

Harriet Taylor Upton, . . . . . Treasurer.

Rachel Foster Avery, - - - . - . j a j-

Josephine K. Henry, - - - - - - \
^^^itor.

Carrie L. Chapman-Catt - - - . National Organizer.

Respectfully Submitted,

Sarah Clay Bennett,
Member qf Executive Conuniffee, yY. A, IF. S. A.
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REPORT OF THE FRANKFORT COMMITTEE.

The following members of the Frankfort Committee were appointed

at the close of the Convention of 1893. Miss Laura Clay, Mrs. E.. B.

Farmer, Mrs. S. L. Avery, Mrs. S. H. Sawyer, Mrs. M. B. Clay and

Mrs. S. M. Goodknight. Mrs. Josephine K. Henry being the Superin-

tendent of Legislation and Petition Work, was the cx officio chairman of

this committee.

Mrs. Henry, Miss Clay and Mrs. Farmer were the only members
able to attend to the Legislative work. Five trips were made to Frank-

fort, the first time remaining five days. By a unanimous vote of its mem-
bers the House of Representatives was granted to this committee for the

evening of January 9th, 1894. Miss Laura Clay, our grand leader, ap-

pealed for women physicians in the Insane Asylums of this State. Mrs.

Farmer spoke for school suffrage, having been appointed by Mrs. Henry

to take charge of this work. Mrs. Josephine K. Henry fairly electrified

the audience on the question of property rights and equal rights for all.

Many converts to the property rights were made at that time.

Mrs. S. A. Charles and Mrs. Beauchamp were appointed a commit-

tee on "House of Reform." Mrs. Charles was indefatigable in her work,

appearing before all kinds of committees in the Senate, House and lob-

bies, to enlist the sympathy of the men to secure a place for reforming

girls as w^ell as boys.

A committe was appointed on the "Age of Consent"—Mrs. Jones

and Mrs. Humphreys. They appeared before a special committee from the

Senate. You are all aware of the decision of that committee—that these

women had misconstrued the line, when, in fact, the women were right and

the men were wrong.

January 3ot.h our committee reported at Frankfort by request of the

House Committee on Municipalities to hear the discussion on the charter

for second class cities, but this was postponed to a later date.

On February ist the Property Rights bill was discussed and passed

the House by a vote of 76 to 14. It was passed over to the Senate at

once, and there we had the pleasure of hearing the first reading of the

bill. This was a day of rejoicing for the women who have labored so

long for a change in the laws for property rights of married women.
Our time was profitably spent in discussion with certain members of

both Houses ar^d bills were mtroduced in the Senate for the co-guardian-

ship of minor children, and women physicians in the Asylums for the In-

sane. We were received very kindly by the members of the different

committees when we presented to them the changes we desired in the

laws particularly affecting women and children.

We are gaining ground slowly but surely, and will finally obtain all

that we desire. Respectfully submitted,

Eugenia B. Farmer, Secretary.

REPORT OF THE CORRESPONDING SECRETARY.

The year just closed has been a successful one. Our membership

has increased. The auxiliary Associations have been quite active.
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with the aid of the W. C. T. U., in circulating petitions for the ''Age of
Consent," with the appeal so ably prepared by Mrs. Henry. These pe-

titions were collected and sent to Mrs. Mary K. Jones, Chairman of this

committee, and arranged for presentation to the Legislature. The mem-
bers of the Frankfort Committee were present when Senator Goebel, of

Covington, presented a bill which he had prepared to raise the "age of

consent," and at the same time when the petitions were unrolled there

was silence in the Senate for a few moments.
A great work was accomplished in securing a school suffrage clause

in the charters for cities of the second class. The local associations of

Covington, Newport and Lexington did very active work. This clause

makes the women of these cities eligible as members of the Board of

Education and qualified to vote for the same. This right was secured to

us on March 19th, 1894, when Governor John Young Brown signed the

charter and in November, 1895, women twenty one years and over

in the cities of Covington, Newport and Lexington can register and vote.

The efforts for the passage of the Property Rights was ably conduct-

ed by Mrs. Josephine K. Henry, who gave her time and strength to this

work as Superintendent of Legislative and Petition Work. She was
amply rewarded for all her labors when she saw the Governor's signature

affixed to the bill March 15th, 1894.

We feel grateful to the members of both branches of the General

Assembly who worked and voted for the passage of these bills. We
should feel encouraged for what we have gained in the past, and be fully

prepared for the next session of the Legislature.

We are glad to welcome two new associations to our membership.

Let the good work continue until the whole State is fully organized- 1

have distributed about twenty-five hundred pages of literature. I sent

to the Fair at Alexandria in September one hundred Woman's Columns
and other suffrage papers.

TLME AND PLACE OF MEETING (3F LOCAL
ASS0CL\T10NS.

favette equal rights association.

The Fayette Equal Rights Association petitioned the Mayor and
City Council of Lexington to appoint a woman on the- School Board.

Mrs. Wilbur R. Smith was appointed and has proven not only a most ef-

ficient member, but a most valuable addition to the Board.

The Association paid four dollars for typewriting in preparing draft

of a bill on the "House of Reform" to be presented to the Legislature

by our committee. Paid two dollars and fifty cents for advertising

the lecture by the Hon. C. J. Bronston in behalf of the bill for the

"House of Reform."
It was thought advisable to change the constitution in some respects.

Annual dues reduced to fifty cents; a program committee appointed to

arrange for each meeting—the result was increased attendance, larger

membership, more interesting and very improving. Our association is

always opened by reading Scripture and a prayer, Scripture selected gen-
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erally portions relating to women; business; a paper, followed by discussion,

then a conversation on current events, generally led by Superintendent of

that department. We have had papers on Houses of Reform, Manual
Training, Transcendentalism, Advancement of Women, and Kindergart-

£n. We decided to take advantage of the Free Lecture Bureau and invited

Mrs. J. K. Henry and Miss Laura Clay to address us. Good audiences

at both lectures and a most courteous and intelligent interest manifested.

After each lecture new members were added to our association.

This Association invited the State Convention to meet in Lexington
in October. We sent a small donation to Florida for the Bazar for the

benefit of the Southern Committee. A great number of Woman's Jour-

nals, Woman's Columns, and other suffrage literature are taken. Sever-

al thousand pages of suffrage literature have been distributed, this being

a regular part of our work.

The Fayette Equal Rights Association has had a great loss and sor-

row in the death of our. beloved Mrs. Levi Prewitt, gentle, intelligent

and zealous in all good works.

KENTON COUNTY EQUAL RIGHTS ASSOCIAIION.

This Association meets semi-monthly in Covington. Have been
much interested in the study of Civil Government, and have added to

our membership. We sent a small donation to Florida for the Bazar for

the benefit of the Southern Committee. A great number of Woman's
Journals, Woman's Columns, and suffrage leaflets have been distributed.

LOUISVILLE EQUAL RIGHTS ASSOCIATION.

No report, but the women of this association have not been idle.

CAMPBELL COUNTY EQUAL RIGHTS ASSOCIATION

Meets twice a month. Has over fifty members. Has distributed twelve

hundred pages of literature. One address given by Mr. Leroy. Gave
an entertainment on October 5th, which netted a neat sum for the associ-

ation and was a great success artistically. The program was furnished

by Miss Ida Roff, one of our members. It was the finest program ever

presented to a Newport audience, and gave our association a standing in

the city. The program sheet contained advertisements and enough suff-

rage sentiments to convert those who read them. These we scattered

all over the city before the entertainment and they were read by persons

who would never listen to a suffrage speech. During the year we have

lost two members by the hand of death—Mrs. Anna L, Ryder and Miss

Clara Bourne. Mrs. Ryder was one of the oldest and most enthusiastic

suffragists in America. She has worked tor the cause from her youth

upward, and at the age of eighty-one her ardor had not abated. She

was also a member of the Twentieth Century Club of Cincinnati and

joined there a class in Civil Government which she attended regularly

and with unflagging interest until her last illness prevented. Her vigor,

enthusiasm and gentleness, as well as her intelligence, courage and per-

severance made her beloved and honored by all who met her in the work

to elevate humanity. May her spirit remain with us in our work.
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THE MADISON COUNTY EQUAL RIGHTS ASSOCIATION.

The Richmond Association has a regular place for meeting every
month. Its membership has been very well kept up by the payments of

its dues. We have added three new members this year, and have lost

three by removal and withdrawal. The association has contributed sev-

en dollars to the committee for raising the age of consent for girls, and
fifteen dollars for the advancement of the' cause in other ways. It has

also distributed some suffrage literature. Its members have resolved to

work harder to increase its membership in the future and to engage
speakers to advocate the cause of suffrage. We sent a donation to the

Florida Bazar for the benefit of the Southern Committee.
Eugenia B. Farmer, Corresponding Secretary.

REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT OF PRESS WORK.
So far the support of the Lexington papers has been secured. Miss

Laura Clay has kept up the Woman's Column in the Gazette. Mrs.

Henry has contributed able articles to the Leader and Observer. Also

to the Courier-Journal and Frankfort Capital. Mrs. Mary B. Clay has

contributed articles to the Richmond Climax. Mrs. Sarah Clay Bennett

to the same paper and to the Courier-Journal. Mrs. S. G. Humphreys
has written frequent articles for the Lexington Gazette and several for the

Courier-Journal. Several of the contributors' articles have been copied

in the largest papers over the State. Respectfully submitted,

Sarah G. Humphreys, Superintendent.

REPORT OF LEGISLATIVE AND PETITION WORK.

The past year has been one of the most successful in the history of

our association. The most important thing we have asked of the Legis-

lature; namely, the equalization of the laws in regard to the property

rights of married women has been granted, and the new law came into

effect June 13th, 1894. Curtesy and Dower was equalized. The wife's

dower remains as it was under the old law; namely, one-third life interest

in real estate, but the wife's interest in personalty is raised from one third

to one-half interest in husband's personal estate. The husband's interest

in a wife's property at her death is reduced from lifetime interest in all her

real estate and absolute gift of all her personalty to one-third interest for

life in her real estate, and one half interest in her personalty. So hus-

band and wife have exactly the same interest in each other's estate.

Neither husband nor wife can sell their real estate without the signature

of the other. The husband can dispose of his realty subject to the dow-

er interest of the wife. These splendid property laws are pronounced by

leading lawyers of the State to be the greatest legal revolution that has

taken place in our history. There is not a family in the State that these

laws will not bring blessings to, sooner or later. This great advance

along the line of justice gives evidence of the desire of Kentucky

men to do justice to the women of the State, if the wrongs of wo-

men are properly presented. But let it not be thought that this victory
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for human rights has been easily won. Years of toil, sacrifice, and ex-

penditure of vitality and money were necessary to accomplish it, and the

women of the State should remember that the Kentucky Equal Rights

Association sowed in tears and anguish of spirit that they might reap jus-

tice and security. The passage of our bills over the legislative sea was a

most perilous one, filling us alternately with hope and despair, and every

day we were more impressed with the fact that the ballotless women has

little power with legislators. Votes send men to the Legislature, and the

ins always want to stay in, consequently a man armed with a vote can se-

cure more legislation than a legion of women armed with that intangible,

undefinable ''influence" we hear so much of. Let us think deeply and

act wisely with the fact before us, that as long as women are without

votes, that whatever rights we gain from our Legislature may be ruthless-

ly wrested from us by the next. The cause of school suffrage I placed

in the hands of Secretary Eugenia B. Farmer, and nobly she has done her

work. To her we are indebted for the first woman suffrage wedge— I

mean voting wedge—ever driven in the body politic of Kentucky.
Through Mrs. Farmer's courage, determination and hard work, the wo-

men are allowed a vote m school affairs in the three cities of the second

class in the State: namely, Covington, Newport and Lexington. Surely

the women of these cities will eagerly avail themselves of the sacred

right of citizenship by going to the polls and sending their influence into

the public school system.

On the night of March 8th Josephine K. Henry addressed the

Legislature on the subject of "American Citizenship." The Legislative

Hall was voted unanimously and the Senate, which was holding night

sessions, adjourned to hear the address. Our property rights bill was on

this night virtually dead. Mrs. Henry in her speech never alluded to the

property rights bill, but plainly asked the Legislature to create a power
to which she could apply and receive her papers of citizenship, claiming

tnat she had every qualification for citizenship save that of sex. The
speech did not procure for her the right to vote, but the next morning,

amid the greatest tumult, the dead property rights bill was resurrected

and passed. Respectfully submitted,

Josephine K. Henry, Superintendent.

REPORT OF HYGIENE AND PHYSICAL CULTURE.

The Superintendent of this department recommends the Jenenss

Miller Magazine on dress; Blaike's "How to get strong and how to stay

so" for physical culture; and Steele's Physiology on the use of narcotics

for hygiene. Two addresses were given in Newport on Hygiene and the

other on Dress. The appointment of a committee or Superintendent in

each local association to take charge of this work is recommended.
Respectfully submitted.

Dr. Sarah M. Siewers, Superintendent.
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REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT OF ADVANCEMENT OF
WOMEN'S WORK IN THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS.

We have in our own State over nine thousand teachers in the pubHc
schools. Between six and seven thousand are women, which is over half

of the number. There are seven hundred and fifty thousand children be-

tween six and twenty years of age under the training of these noble

teachers. If every mother would become a co-helper with the teacher

the results would be far greater in favor of the boys and girls in our pub-

lic schools.

Lexington and Newport are among the schools in the State which

have Lady Principals. There are five in Newport. The first one was
Mrs. Lucy M. Dameron, and through her noble mother abilities she was
successful. She governs through mother love. It has been my privilege

to witness several cases who were sent to the Principal for correction;

neither teacher nor pupils were aware of my presence, as I was in a re-

cess waiting for Mrs. Dameron on some business. The most loving

mother could not have been more careful or grieved to see those children

under the eye of the Principal. I shall never forget her mild but firm

reproof: those eyes full of tears, and ashamed of their past conduct, but

love in their expression towards her who was to condemn misbehavior.

This Lady Principal has self control and she instills the same in others;

self respect and dignity with each one under her teaching. God bless

her in all things. Respectfully submitted,

Anna B. Morgan, Superintendent.

REPORT OF THE CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE UPON
THE PETITION TO RAISE THE ''AGE OF CONSENT."

At the Equal Rights Convention held in Newport October, 1893, a

resolution was adopted to petition the Legislature to enact a law for the

protection of girls by raising the "age of consent" from twelve to eight-

een years. Mrs. Sarah G. Humphreys, of Versailles, and I were ap-

pointed a committee to prepare the petition and go to Frankfort in its be-

half. In a few days nearly a thousand petition headings were ready for

circulation. W^e were fortunate in having the advice and assistance of

Mrs. Josephine K. Henry, of Versailles, Superintendent of Legislative

and Petition Work in the Equal Rights Association, who wrote for our

committee a most able paper on the "age of consent." It was an ap-

peal to the General Assembly in behalf of our petition.

It was a lucid and forcible exposition of the law and its evil results,

giving the ages fixed by law in the different States for the protection of

girls. Four thousand appeals were printed and nearly three thousand

were circulated.

The committee sent them three times to the Stale Board of Exam-

iners, and in packages of twelve to the County Superintendents. Be-

sides, we sent them to many leading citizens, including distinguished

statesmen and some of the clergy. Mrs. Sarah G. Humphreys, who
wields a fearless pen upon all subjects involved in the rights of women,
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wrote an admirable article upon the '"age of protection," which was pub-

lished in the Courier-Journal and copied in several other papers. More
than a hundred letters were written enclosing circulars and petition head-

ings and sohciting signatures. Long lists of names came in.

In this work we had the valuable assistance of many members of the

Woman's Christian Temperance Union. Many other noble women of

the State wrote us words of encouragement. Louisville and Lexington

were represented upon our petition in the names of some of their worth-

iest citizens. Senator Goebel, of Kenton County, wrote the bill, and on

January T2th our petition was presented to the Senate.

Mrs. Henry, who was present, thus describes the scene: ''I was in

the Senate when Senator Goebel resigned the chair and came down on

the floor to present your monster petition. The pages unrolled it, yard

after yard,and as the Reading Clerk read the petition to the Senate and
crowded lobbies there was a thrilling silence." Senator Goebel's bill was
referred to a committee, and on January 26th we received a letter from

the chairman inviting us to appear before the committee. After this en-

couraging letter we lost no time in going to Frankfort.

On January 29th the committee gave us a hearing in a room at the

Capitol Hotel. There were present Mrs. Josephine K. Henry, Mrs.

Mary B. Clay, Mrs. Eugenia B. Farmer and myself. Mrs. Humphreys
arrived just at the close of the meeting, but in time to discuss the sub-

ject with the senator who was selected to explain the committee's views.

We presented our views and stated the consequences of the law.

We implored the Committee in the name of humanity and civiliza-

tion to enact a law for the protection of young girls in their early teens,

which would save them from the wiles and snares of the procuress and
the libertine. We reminded them that for every young girl led astray

and lost, some heart was breaking; and that we traced most of these sor-

rows to the law known as ''Age of Consent."

The Committee were very courteous to us, but they told us that we
did not understand the meaning of the law. They said it meant ''Marriage,"

and that it was an old "English Statute" under which a girl of the age of

twelve years might be legally married. The Committee said also that

they had already reported Senator Moore's bill, and had agreed to raise

the age to fourteen years. We would have preferred eighteen years, but

were thankful for an increased protection of even two years. The dis-

patches from Frankfort announced that the "Age of Consent" bill

was made a special order for Friday, February i6th. The Senate met
on that day with closed doors, but the bill did not come up. A different

bill was substituted, which passed.

The Legislature adjourned without acting upon either Senator

Moore's or Senator Goebel's bill. The law remains the same, and girls

are protected only up to twelve years. Yet we are not discouraged; our

work has not been in vain: not lost, but only delayed. There has been
an awakening of thought upon this law which leads to immorality, and a

sentiment has been created in faVor of reform.

We feel that no object can be nearer to our hearts than the protect-

ion of girls, that they may grow up to be useful women with pure mor-
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als. We hope to take up the subject again and organize for
future work. The same friends will come to our aid. We must look to
the women, and especially to the mothers, to help us; and when we go to
Frankfort to the next General Assembly we shall have the advantage of
experience, and may with more confidence hope for success.

Respectfully submitted,

Mrs. Mary K. Jones, Chairman Committee.

REPORT OF TREASURER— 1893-94.

To balance as per report $48.92
Donation from Capt. Wil-

liamson 5,00
Collections at evening meet-

ings 10.60

Mrs. Mary Clay i.oo

Lexington Association for

Frankfort Committee 8.00

Annual Dues from

Richmond Association. 8.00

Newport Association... 16.10

Lexington Association.. 9.80

Wilmore Association... 10.50
Covington Association. 3,50

Check to Mrs. Sawyer, un-

cashed 3-oo

Traveling Expenses donated

by Miss Clay, Mrs. Hen-
ry and Mrs. Farmer to

Frankfort 7-o8

By Expenses of Convention
at Newport $11.50

Traveling Expenses of one
member .5-oo

Telegram (Lucy Stone) 98
Allowance to Corresponding

Secretary 6.00

Printing Minutes 16.00

Dqcs to National Associa-

tion TO. GO
Expenses, Frankfort 22.08

Bible Work 3.00
Balance October 24, 1894... 57.84

$132,40

$132.40

Isabella H. Shephard, Treasurer,

RESOLUTIONS.

Resolved, That as the home is the cornerstone of the nation, and
woman's special realm, that we call on all women in the home and school

to teach children that there is no sex in intellect, no sex in work, no sex

in ability, no sex in salary, no sex in right or wrong, and no sex in suff-

rage.

2nd. That we tender our grateful thanks to all ministers and lay-

men who in the late Congressional race of the Ashland district threw

their influence on the side of public morality; and that we recognize with

satisfaction in said race the result of woman's work, thereby proving her

ability to organize, her independence of thought, and her superiority to

environment.

3rd. That the fact that woman has become a great industrial factor
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in the business world, emphasizes her right to say how she shall be taxed

and under what laws she shall conduct her business.

4th. Since the stability of the RepubHc rests on the virtue and in-

telligence of the people, and since the State of Kentucky has one hun-

dred thousand voters who can neither read nor write, and more educat-

ed women than illiterate, foreign and negro voters combined, and since

male criminals outnumber female criminals fifty to one, the Kentucky
Equal Rights Association demands the enfranchisement of Kentucky w^o-

men, to maintain a true democracy, for the safety of our State.

5th. That we prosecute with renewed energy our work to secure a

law for the protection of girls by raising the "Age of Consent."

6th. That the Association extend most grateful thanks to the press

of Lexington, the Courier-Journal and other papers for their kind notic-

es of our convention; to Mrs. Honaker and Mrs. Bell for their kindness

in furnishing us with many beautiful flowers; to Judge Jewell, whose
courtesy allowed us the use of an election booth; to Mr. Stall, President

Electric Railroad, for the free ride around the city: to Mr. H. C. Farmer
for pencils and tablets for the use of the convention; to the local commit-

tee of arrangements for their courtesy and kindness; and to the citizens

of Lexington for their hospitality in entertaining the delegates and guests.

REPORT OF STATE ORGANIZER.

Miss Laura Clay assisted in organizing Equal Rights Associations at

Wilmore and Paducah. If we had an organizer in the field to stir up the

women with house to house visitations and parlor meetings, freely dis-

tributing suffrage literature, we could spread the gospel of liberty through-

out the State; but without money we are so helpless in our work. If there

are only three in a place who believe in equal rights let them organize.

Respectfully submitted,

Eugenia B. Farmer.

REPORT OF THE FREE LECTURE BUREAU.

At the close of the National American Woman Suffrage Convention
February, 1894, Miss Laura Clay was invited to speak on suffrage in the

City of Philadelphia. On the same subject she addressed audiences

twice at Wilmore, once at Kirksville, once at Lancaster, once at George-

town, once at Carrollton, once at Lexington for the E. R. A., once at

Chautauqua in Lexington, twice at Paducah. She also spoke six times

to small audiences of ladies in the church societies on the "Age of Con-
sent."

Mrs. Josephine K. Henry delivered an address on Woman and the

State in the Court House at Lexington, Ky., May i8th, 1894, to a large

and attentive audience.

On September 27th she addressed the Teachers' Institute of Wood-
ford County on Woman Suffrage. On the 28th of the same month she

addressed a conjoint session of the Woodford and Jessamine Teachers'
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Institute in the court house at Nicholasville. She distributed four hun-
dred pages of hterature and one hundred Woman's Columns.

Dr. Sarah M. Sievvers gave three addresses in Newport and one in

Cincinnati.

Mrs, E. B. Farmer has addressed the Newport Equal Rights Asso-

ciation several times on school suffrage.

Mrs. S. H. Sawyer has delivered four addresses on different phases

of the suffrage work.

Respectfully submitted,

Eugenia B. Farmer, Secretary.

FREE LECTURE BUREAU.

The following members of the Kentucky Equal Rights Association

have consented to give lectures on the different aspects of the work
of the Association, without pay for their services, to parties making ap-

plication through the Secretary of the Lecture Bureau :

Mrs. Josephine K. Henry, - - Box 128, Versailles, Ky.
Mrs. Isabella H. Shephard, - 31 E. Twelfth St., Covington, Ky.
Mrs. James Bennett, Richmond, Ky.
Mrs. Mary B. Clay, - - White Hall, Madison Co., Ky.
Miss Laura Clay, - - 78 N. Broadway, Lexington, Ky.
Mrs. S. H, Sawyer. _ . . . New Castle, Ky.
Dr. Sarah M. Siewers, - 209 E. Sixth St., Newport, Ky.
Mrs. Sarah G. Humphreys, - - - Versailles, Ky.
Miss Sadie Stewart, - - W. Eleventh St., Newport, Ky.
Mrs. Eugenia B. Farmer, - 911 Scott St., Covington, Ky.

Terms: The person asking for one of the lecturers shall pay for the

hall, advertising, and entertainment of the speaker, and shall take a col-

lection at the lecture for the benefit of the State Association, or shall pay

traveling expenses of the lecturer. In case a collection is taken up for

the benefit of the State Association, the traveling expenses of the lectur-

er shall be paid from the State Treasury.

Eugenia B. Farmer, Secretary,

911 Scott Street, Covington, Ky.

ANNUAL MEETING.

The Annual Meeting shall be composed of the Executive Commit-

tee, State Superintendents of Departments, the State Organizer, one Del-

egate-at-Large, and one for every ten paying members from each auxil-

iary association.

The time and place of the Annual Meeting shall be chosen by the

Executive Committee, and at this meeting the general officers shall be-

elected.
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'If ye abide in my word, * * * ye shall know the truth,

and the truth shall make you free."
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"If ye abide in my word, * * * ye shall know the truth,

and the truth shall make you free.''

JOURNftL
OF THE

Ninth Annual Convention
OF THE

KENTUCKY EQUAL RIGHTS ASSOCIATION,

October 14 and 15, 1897,

GUILD HALL,TRINITY CHURCH, COVINGTON, KY.

GENERAL OFFICERS.

President—MISS LAURA CL AY,
78 N Broadway, Lexington.

1ST Vice-President—MRS. MARY B. CLAY,
Richmond.

2ND Vice-President— MRS. MARY CRAMER,
Lexington.

3RD Vice-President—S. M. HUBBARD,
Hickman.

Corresponding Sec'y—MRS. EUGENIA B.

FARMER, Covington.

Recording Sec'y—MRS. SARAH HARDIN
SAWYER, l.ondon.

Treasurer—MRS. ISABELLA H.SHEPARD,
31 E. i2th St., Covington.
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.

Superintendents of Departments.

Bible Miid^: To set fortli the triie position :

Mas. ^t>hUN V. Gibson, Richmond.
J^Uttcml Mml^ : Ma, W- Bagby, - - Paducah,

IMeratuTe : M»S- Fanwib Hays, - - Oweasboro.

Wmrk: Mas. Sarah G-. Humphreys, - Versailles,

Maimnjol EtwoUmmd ami Petilmn Work :

Mrs. S- M. Hubbard, Hickman,
Legm^afMe W<irk: Mas. Josephine K. HEi?aY, Versailles.

EdujcaMcmal OppmttmMlesfor Wonheni

Mas. Carowne A« ILfEECH, 1735 First St., lyouisville-

Ihdustrial TtoMimgfor Women :

Mas. Lr- C. Obenchaest, Bowling- Green.

WggifME and JPhpgical Culture :

Da I.4>l7iSE SouTHGATE, Newport,
W(^k Am/m^ Yomig Pmple :

Miss Beh,e H, Bennett, Richmond.
Advajftjcemeftt &f W&rmm''s Work in the &!chool :

Miss Anna Morgan, Newport.
tS^teiM OrgaMizer : Mas. EiuGEisiA B. Farmeb, - Covington.

^^^^^^^

List of Officers of Local Associations.

Fayette County Equal Rights Association.

President—^Miss t,AURA Ci.ay, _ - _ Ivexing^ton.

T^e -l^€sid£nt—Mb-S. Ma.ww Cm.^LMHm.^ - - ILexing-ton.

€brre^mding Smftetajs-t^ Mas. Nina Haxsey, - I^xing-ton.

Recordmgi Secretary and Treasurer^

Miss Zei^inda Nevii^i^ I^xing^on.

Kenton County Equal Rights Association.

Presidjeni—MRS. Eugemia B. FAaiiEa^ - - Covington.
Vice-Premdent—Mrs. M. M. TaiMsi^E, - - - Coving-ton,

Recording Secrefartf—Mis^ Cathrine Young. Covington.
Tlream£rer—MMS. Isajbei.x,a H. Shepard, - - Coving^ton.
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Madison County Equal Rights Association.

President—Mks Sarah Ci,ay Bennett - - Richmond.
Recording Secretary—M.^s. K. C. Wiggins - Richmond.
Treasurer—Mks IvUCy McCann - - - Richmond.

Campbell County Equal Rights Association.

President —Mrs. Kmma Roebuck - - Newport.
Vice-president—Mrs. Mary Muggeridge - - Newport.
Corresponding Sec '-etary—Mrs Amanda Stimson - Newport.
Recording Secretary—Mrs. Hannah L Spring - Newport.
T'-easurer—Mrs Emii,y Meeker - - Newport

Paducah Equal Rights Association.

President—Mrs Dorothy Koger _ . - Padueah.
Corresponding Secretary—Mrs. Rowena Rivers - Paducah
Treasurer—Mrs Kwza Puryear - - Paducah.

Owensboro Equal Rights Association.

President -Mrs. Mary Shipp - - Owensboro.

Vice-President—Miss Ei.i<a Jewei.1. - - Owensboro.

Corresponding Secretary —Mrs Fanny Hays - Owensboro.

Recording Secretary —Miss Kathryn Puoua - Owensboro.
Treasurer—Mrs. Sarah Heavrin - - Owensboro

Glasgow Equal Rights Association.

President - Mrs J. C. Evans - - Glasg-ow.

Vice- President —Mrs. Martha Wood - - Glasg-ow.

Recording Secretary—Miss Maud Jorda^^ - Glasgow.

Treasurer -Mrs. Emma- Pritchard - - Glasg-ow.

Bowling Green Equal Rights Association.

President—Mrs. l^TDX C Obenchain - Bowling- Green.

Treasurer—Mrs Carrie MitcheIvI. - Bowling- Green,

Barbourville EQual Riqhts Association.

President—Mrs. M. A Tinsi^ey - - Barbourville,

Vice-president -Mrs. M. i^. CosTni^i^o - Barbourville.

^S'ecrefar?/—Miss Ada Franklin - - Barbourville.

Treasurer - Mrs .1 H Tinsley - - Barbourville

Leader of Lessons—Prof. J P Faui^kner - Barbourville.
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Louisville Equal Rights Association.

President—M^s Susan Avkry - - Ivouisville.

Vice-president— C. A.'Li'E^Q^ - - lyouisville.

Corresponding Se cretary—Miss Caroi^ine I^eib - lyouisville

Recording Secretary—Mrs. Mary F. Hibbard - I^ouisville

Treasurer—M.^S. W. H. Bradbury - - - Louisville.

Wilmore Equal Rights Association.

President—Miss Ei<IvA M. Carson - - Wilmore,
Vice-president—M-RS. Mary Hughes - - "Wilmore.

Secretary—Prof. J. E Ford - - Wilmore.
Treasurer—Mr Julius I^abuerE - - Wilmore

.

Harrison County Equal Rights Association.

President—Mas. M. J McNeese - - Berry.

Vice-preside7it—Mrs . G. H. Givens - - Cynthiana
Secretary—Mrs. R S Jameson - - Cynthiana.

Treasurer—Mrs B. T. Riggs - Cynthiana

Hickman Equal Rights Association.

President—Mrs. S \i Hubbard - Hickman.

Columbus Equal Rights Association.

President—Mrs E. W. Avery - Columbus.
Vice-president—Mrs. Anna P. Hubbard - Columbus.

Secretary — Miss Hui.da D. Wai^kEr - Columbus.

Treasurer—Miss Kate B E^vans - Columbus.

Arlington Equal Rights Association.

President—Mrs. Ida Stani^ey - - Arling-ton.

Vice-President—Mrs M. S. Hooker - - Arlington

Secretary—Mrs. M. B. McConnei.Iv - Arling-ton,

Treasurer—Mr. C. R. PyeE - - Arling-ton

Fulton EQual Rights Association.

President—Mr. Ed Thomas - - Fulton

Secretary—Mr. W . K. B.Ai,i, - - Fulton.

Treasurer—Miss Bei.ee Bennett - - Fulton.

State Members.

Mrs. Mary R. Patterson - - Lancaster.

Mrs. Elizabeth H. Catching,
1925 G Street, N. W., Washing-ton, D. C.
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Journal of Proceedings.
FIRST DAY.

Covington, Ky., Oct 14, 1897.

The Tenth Annual Convention of the Kentucky Kqual Rig-hts

Association, convened in the Guild Hall of Trinity E^piscopal

Church at Coving-boa, Kentucky, October 14th, 1897, at 10 a. m.,

Miss Ivaura Clay, President, in the chair

The President conducted the devotional exercises, reading- a

parag-raph from the l^leventh Chapter of St. I^uke.

The Recording- Secretary being- absent, Mrs. Sarah H. Saw-
yer, of I^ondon, was elected secretary protem

The following- Committees were appointed:

CrkdknTiai^S—Mrs. Kug-enia B. Farmer and Mrs Isabella

H. Shepard.

Finance Mrs. Isabella H. Shepard and Mary Mug-g-eridg-e.

PuBi.iCA.TiON—Mrs Sarah H. Sawyer, Miss I^aura Clay.

Courtesies —Mrs. lyaidley, Mrs. Collins.

Auditors—Mrs Ellen Gibson, Mrs. Sallie Clay Bennett.

Mrs. McLellan Brown and Mrs. Woodbury, of the Twentieth
Century Club of Cincinnati, were introduced to the Convention.

Miss Josephine Woodward, of the Commercial-Tribune, was also

introduced, and on motion, the courtesies of the floor were ex-

tended to these ladies.

The minutes of the Executive Committee meetings, held

during- the interim of the conventions, were read. (See appen-

dex). The president then read a letter from Rev. J. W. Hug-hes,

president of Asbury CoUeg-e, Wilmore, and from Mrs. Scott, of

Barbourville, commendatory of 1 he work done at those places

by Mrs. Emma Smith Devoe, National Org-anizer.

Mrs. Trimble, vice-president of the Covington Association,

was introduced to the convention.

The committee on Credentials reported twenty-three officers,

superintendents and delegates present, giving the convention

that number of votes on all questions

Corresponding secretary read the names of the delegates to

the convention, and also stated that Mrs. Caroline A I^eech,
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Supt. of Educational Opportunities for Women, was kept from
the convention by ill health.

Mrs. S. M Hubbard, Supt of Petition Work, made a verbal
report. Mrs. Sarah Gibson Humphreys, Supt of Press Work,
made a verbal report.

On motion, it was decided to continue the discussion on
press work at the afternoon session, and the convention ad-

journed to 2:30 p. m

Afternoon, 2.30 O'clock.
Convention opened with devotional exercises, conducted by

Mrs. Sarah Hardin Sawyer, Supt. Bible Study. Minutes of

morning- session read and approved

Mrs. Gibson, of Richmond, read the following- item of news,
which provoked discussion:

"A recommendation has g-one before the Presbyterian Board
to the effect, that women be forbidden the use of pulpits for pub-

lic addresses to mixed audiences, and that it be considered im-

proper to g-ive notice of such meetings from the pulpit Women,
however, are still to be permitted to g-ive public testimony for

the benefit of and in the presence of the privileg-ed sex "

—Demorest Mag-azine.

Mrs. Schrader, president of the Twentieth Century Club

Cincinnati, and Mrs Drukker, president of the New Century

Club of Cincinnati, were introduced to the convention, and on

motion, the courtesies of the floor were extended to them
The Plan of Work Committee made a partial report. The

report was considered sereatim and adopted (see arts. 1-5, of full

report in Appendix )

The president read the bill presented by Hon. Chas. Bron.

ston, of I^exington, to the last I^egislature on the "Co-guardian,

ship of Children," and a motion, that it is the sense of the con-

vention that the bill is a judicious one, prevailed.

Mrs. Stanton, vice-president of the Ohio Woman Suffrage

Association, was introduced and addressed the convention.

Madams. Sherwood, Ferris, Miller, Walker and Nye, of

Twentieth Century Club of Cincinnati, were greeted by the con-

vention, and on motion, all the members of Women Suffrage

Associations present were invited to take part in all discussions.

Discussion of press work was continued.

Mrs. Sarah Schrader of Twentieth Century Club, spoke as

follows on the best methods of circulating and presenting pe-

titions: "In circulating petitions, secure if possible the signa-
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tures of the members of the County Central Committees of the

respective political parties. In the larg-e cities it is important,

too, t<-> g-et the sigfnatures of the city committees of the parties

as well. Get names of all prominent voters, and all active busi-

ness men possible, paste the petitions together making- one con-

tinuous roll, being careful to have those which contain the

signatures of the prominent party and business men the first on
the roll Send these petitions to the one who has the work in

charge before the I^egislature meets, that she may present them
to the represen'-ative in the order which they belong "

Mrs. Sarah Schrader, president of the Twentieth Century
Club, delivered an address, subject, "Why Women Want the

Ballot."

The Corresponding Secretary read the sollowing message
to the convention:

Boise, Idaho.

To the Equal Suffrage Association of Kentucky, and Mrs.
Kugenia B Farmer, Cor. Sec'y

,
Covington, Ky.:

In behalf of the women of Idaho, I extend sincere thanks
for your kindly greetings and congratulations. We can all re-

joice in the magnificent victory that has been won.
Sincerely yours,

Mrs M C Athay, Cor Sec'y I K. S. A.

The president read the following letter from Miss Anthony:

Rochester, N. Y , October Sth, 1897.

Miss L<aura Clay,

I^exington, Ky.
My dear friend:— I see it announced that the Annual meet-

ing of your Equal Rights Association is to be held on October
14th and 15th I just want to tell you that in spirit I shall be
with you, and that I hope you will have a good time, and will be
made to feel that the work which the National Organization
Committee has done in your section of the country has made
some difference in the interest of the people in our good cause.

If it were not for the fact that I had religiously appropriated
this year to studying over the history of the past, for the pur-
pose of having my friend, Mrs. Harper, make a record of the
most important points, I certainly should feel like breaking
away from home and being with you in Lexington at your con-
vention. But, as it is, I can only think of you and wish for you
the best of everything that can be hoped for. So give my love
to each and all of the people who are attendants and especially

4
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to your own dear mother and sister Mary, reserving- a g-ood deal

for yourself.

Very affectionately yours,

Susan B. Anthony.

P. S :—Of course. I shall expect to visit with you in Wash-
ing-ton at the National Convention, the week between Feb. 13th

and 20th. The Rig"g"s House is to be our headquarters Urge ev-

erybody to b^^ in Washing-ton that week to help us, not only with
our annual Convention, but also, in our Celebration of our

Fiftieth Anniversary of the first Woman's Rig-hts Convention,

held in New York State July 19th, 1848

You see we women have been wandering- in the wilderness

of disenfranchisement a whole decade of years long-er than the

children of Israel wandered in their wilderness. I wonder if

the men of this nation are bound to compel us to wander
throug-h three decades more before they allow us to cross over

into the Canaan of equality of rig-hts, privileg-es, and immunities

with themselves. S. B. A.

On motion, the letter was ordered spread on the minutes,

and the corresponding secretary was directed to write Miss An-
thony a letter of greeting and thanks.

The president asked the convention whose duty it shall be

to send programs, leaflets and circular letters to the local Asso-

ciations. A motion to adjourn prevailed before the matter was
disposed of
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SECOND DAY.

Covington, Ky , October 15th, 1897.

Convention met at 10 a m , the President in the chair. De-

votional exercises were conducted by Mrs. S. M. Hubbard, of

Hickman; Scripture lesson, 1st Tim. 5:21-23.

The minutes were read, corrected and approved. On motion

it was decided that the president write the circular letters to the

local Associations, sending them to the corresponding- secretary,

who shall make copies of them and enclose them with programs
and leaflets and send to the local Assof/dations.

Mrs. Kmma Smith Devoe, of Chicago, was invited to take

part in the discussions.

The corresponding secretary made the report of the J^rank-

fort Committee which was accepted (See appendix.)

Mr. Wood, of Covington, was introduced to the convention,

and declared his allegiance to the cause of the equality of the

sexes.

Superintendent of Bible Study made a verbal report.

Plan of Work Committee made additional report (See re-

port.)

Mrs James Bennett offered the following resolution, which
was adopted:

RKSOIvVED, that we will continue to petition Congress to

protect women equal with black men against State denial of

that old right to vote for members of Congress and Presidential

Electors, which they both exercised in New Jersey until 1807, by
a law made in pursuance of the first section of the 14th Amend-
ment of our National Constitution, in accordance with the com-
bined Minor vs. Happersett, and Yarbrough decisions of the

Judges of the Supreme Court of the United States, and that z

committee be appointed to attend to the same
Oh motion, Mrs James Bennett was appointed committee to

carry into effect resolution offered by her.

Mrs. Emma Smith Devoe addressed the convention on
^'Methods of Raising money for the Cause," and described sev-

eral entertainments which would help the cause, and at thje
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same time be renumerative. These entertainments are de
scribed in National Suffrag-e Bulletin for September, 1896, which
can be procured from Mrs. Rachel Foster Avery, Nat Sec'y., 119

N. 19th St. Philadelphia, Penn.
For report of Mrs. DeVoe's organizing- tour, (see appendix.)

On morion, the convention proceeded to the election of offi-

cers for the ensuing- year.

Mrs. Farmer and Mrs Shepard were appointed tellers For
general officers elected see page 1.

A motion to adjourn until 2 p. m , carried.

Afternoon Session.

Conventiou called to order by President; devotional exer-

cises conducted by Supt Bible Study; minutes read and ap-

proved
Corresponding Secretary made her report, which was ac-

cepted, (See report.) Treasurer made her report, which was
referred to Auditing committee. Moved and carried, that the

Treasurer's books shall be kept open until 1st of December for

her report to the National Convention.

The call for the National Convention Avas read and dele-

gates elected to same as follows: Member National l)x. Com.,

Mrs. Mary B. Clay Delegates—Mrs Mary Cramer, I^exington;

Mrs. Sallie Clay Bennett, Richmond; Mrs Mary Muggeridge,

Newport; Mrs Sallie B Wolcott, Covington; Mrs. Ellen V. Gibson,

Richmond Alternates—Mrs. Sarah Hardin Sawyer, I^ondon,

Mrs W. F. Fiancis, Richmond; Miss Mary E. Wood, Newport.

On motion, it was ordered that the first delegate be the al-

ternate of the member of National li^xecutive Committee.

The following resolution was adopted:

RESOiyVKD, That in case of a vacancy in the delegation at

the National Convention, such place may be filled by election

by the delegation, of any member of the Ky. R. Association

present.

Superintandent of Woman's Work in the Public Schools

Miss Annie B. Morgan, read her report. (See report.)

Mrs Sarah Clay Bennett, member National E^xecutive Com-
mittee, read report (See report )

Auditors' report that they had examined Treasurer's report,

and had found the same correct, (for Treas. report see appendix
)

Report of Free I^ecture Bureau was read and adopted. (See

report.)
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Miss Clay read a paper contributed, by Mrs. L C. Obenchain,

of Bowling- Green.

On motion corresponding- secretary was directed to write

Mrs. Obenchain a letter of thanks for the excellent papers she

contributes to the conventions each year.

Executive committee made nominations for superintendents

and all were unanimously elected. See "Superintendents of

Departments," pag-e 2

Committee on resolutions offered report; after an^endments

the report was adopted. (See report.)

The president read an invitation to her as president of Ky. E,

R Association, from the corresponding- secretary of the National

W. C T. U ,
inviting- her to attend the National Convention.

On motion Miss Clay was requested to convey the greeting-s of the

Kentucky Kqual Rights Association to that convention, either

in person or by written communication.

Attention was called to Woman's Journal, Woman's Column,
Woman's Tribune, and other Suffrag-e papers, and the deleg-ates

were urg-ed to increase their circulation as much as possible.

Mrs. DeVoe sang- a song- composed by her husband : "Oh,
Sing- of Wyoming-."

On motion the convention adjourned.

At the evening- sessions the following- prog-rams were carried

out to the delig-ht of larg-e and appreciative audiences :

THURSDAY KVKNING, 7:45 0'CI.OCK.

PRAYER.

^ . i
Will Sullivan, Mrs. I^aura Sullivan

yuarieite
\ Mrs. Sydnor Hall, Mr. John A Hanks

Address Ivaura Clay
Solo Mrs. John Morn an
Address Mrs Emma Smith De Voe

FRIDAY KVKNING, 7:45 O'CI^OCK.

PRAYER.

Solo Robert Greenwood Jones
Accompanist Raymond Loder

Reading-s—Selections from the )

Book Compiled by Prominent >• Miss Helen Merci Schuster
Women Sutfrag-ists )

Address Mrs. Emma Smith De Voe
Sarah Hardin Sawyer, Secretarv Protem

}
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Appendix.

Minutes of Executive Committee
Meetings.

Lexington, Ky., January 12, 1897.

An Executive Committee meeting- was held at the residence

of Miss Laura Clay, to consider a proposition from Mrs Marga-
ret A. Watts, of Louisville, to be sent as a fraternal delegate

from the Kentucky Equal Rights Association to the Worla and

National W. C. T. U. convention to be held in Canada in May of

this year. Carried.

Miss Belle Bennett was appointed as a superintendent of

"Work Among Young People." Committee rose.

Eugenia B Farmer, Secretary Pro-tem

Lexington, Ky , March 8, 1897.

The Executive Committee met at the residence of ihe Presi-

dent, Miss Clay, with the following members present : Miss

Laura Clay, Mrs. Mary B. Clay, Mrs Cramer and Mrs. Farmer.

Mrs. Josephine K. Henry. Superintendent of Legislative and

Petition Work, having been invited, was present It was de-

cided to attend the extra session of the Legislature The school

suffrage work was placed in the hands of Mrs. Farmer. The
House of Reform was placed in the hands of Mrs Charles and

the Frankfort Committee to assist her. On motion it was

decided that $20.00 be used for Frankfort expenses.

Mrs. Henry, Miss Clay, Mrs. Mary B. Clay and Mrs Cramer

were appointed on the Frankfort committee, with Mrs Farmer

as chairman, as the school sufirage work was the only ques-

tion that could be presented, according to the proclamation of

the Governor for an extra session of the Legislature. Mrs Hen-

ry was requested to give one evening for a speech before the

Legislature. Committee rose.

Eugenia B. Farmer, Sec'y Pro-tem

.

Covington, Ky., Oct. 14, 1897.

The Executive Committee met in the parlor of Trinity

Church and the President reported that she, by a circular letter
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to members of the E^xecutive Committee, recommended and

the committee called on the National Org-anization Committee
for a National Org-anizer to do work in the state, on the terms of

raising- one hundred dollars ($100) to g-o as far as it would go.

Mrs. Emma Smith DeVoe, of Chicag-o, was employed, and has

herself contributed liberally to the work in the State by donat-

ing two weeks of her time

Mrs. Sarah H Sawykr, Sec'y Protem-

CoviNGTON, Ky , Oct 15, 1897.

After the adjournment of the Tenth Annual Convention the

committee met in the parlor of Trinity Church and on motion
the following- appropriations were made:

For Minutes $ 18 00

For Corresponding Secretary 6 00

National Enrollment 10 00

Recording- Secretary 1 00

Prog-rammes 3 00

Traveling- expenses for Mrs. Clay 6 75

Traveling- expenses for Miss Clay . . 6 75

Traveling- expenses for Mrs, Cramer 4 80

To Frankfort Committee 6 00

On motion, it was decided that each Association be asked
to contribute to the publication of minutes.

Sarah H. Sawyer, Sec'y.

REPORT OF PLAN OF WORK COMMITTEE.

We recommend the following- plan of work:
1. That we press the claims of mothers for the co-g-uardian-

ship with fathers of minor children.

2. That we continue to urge upon the General Assembly to

make mandatory the appointment of assistant women physi-
cians in the insane asylums

3. That the work for school sutfrag-e for all the women of the
State be continued.

4. That we continue the Free Eecture Bureau
5. That the State Ass.ociation provide prog-rams and leaflets

for the local associations for their monthly meeting-s, and send
a circular letter quarterly to be read before the local associa-
tion, and thus cement the union between the State and local

works.

6. That the Frankfort Committee, appointed by Executive

I



14 KENTUCKY EQUAI. RIGHTS ASSOCIATION.

Committee, viz: Mrs. E B. Farmer, Mrs. Henry, Miss Clay,

Mrs. Mary B. Clay and Mrs. Cramer, be continued.

7. That the work for raising- ag-e of protection be continued
under same committee.

8. That we ask the Ivegfislature to submit a constitutional

amendment relieving- the women of the State from taxation
until they have the rig-ht of suffrag-e.

REPORT OF FRANKFORT COMMITTEE.

An extra session of the Kentucky Eeg-islature was called by
the Governor for March 13, which was Saturday; on Monday
Miss Clay, with Mrs. Farmer, preceded the committee from our
Association to Frankfort, calling- upon the Governor to be cer-

tain that we had the power to ask the Eeg-isla.ture to g-rant

school sutfrag-e to all the women of Kentucky.
Armed with the power from the Chief Executive of the

State, the following- members of the committee, Miss Laura
Clay, Mrs. Farmer, Mrs. Marv B. Clay and Mrs Cramer,
proceeded at once to the Senate to ask Senator Goebel
to draw up and introduce our school sulfrag-e bill.

On the 18th of March the Senator introduced the bill. It

was ordered printed and on the 19th copies were placed on the

desks of the Senators and Representatives; it was then placed

n the hands of the Judiciary Committee in both houses.

Then beg"in the labors of the committee—but the Senatorial

contest hindered us in our work —after much lobbying- our bill

was passed by the Senate on the second of April, but some of the

Senators objected to the bill being- so fixed that it could not be
re-considered, and the time set for re-consideration was the

fifth of April, on the seventh Senator Goebel waited for the

three days allowed by the Senate rules in which a bill can be re-

considered, then he put the bill throug-h, and asked that the

clerk of the Senate at once take the bill over to the House,

which he did, and it was received with e"i"eat applause

In the House of Representatives the bill was placed in the

hands of the Judiciarv Committee; on the 8th the bill was read

and ordered printed. From this time on to the 11th of May the

committee labored with the members of the House, urg-ing- them

to be as g-enerous as the Senate had been, but it was all in vain.

We are very g-rateful to Senators Goebel, Bronston and the

many friends in the House who so fearlessly defended our bill.

No one knows the many hours of labor necessary to secure
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the passag-e of a bill throng-h the I»eg-islature. Our bill was de-

feated in the House by only five votes out of 100 members The
committee has the names of the g-entlemen who voted for and
ag-ainst us. Respectfully submitted,

Mrs. Farmkr, 1

Miss Ci,ay,
j

Mrs. Mary B. Clay, } Committee,
Mrs Cramkr.

|

Mrs. Henry. J

REPORT OF THE CORRESPONDING SECRETARY.

October 14th, 1897.

At the close of the National Suffrag-e Convention, January,

1897, our State President secured a favorable opinion from each

member of the Executive Committee as to the advisability of

securing- one of the National speakers as long- a time as $100

would last, to speak on suffrag-e in certain portions of the State,

to create, if possible, a greater deg-ree of interest among the Eo-
cal Associations. Mrs. Emma Smith DeVoe was ag-reed upon
and arrang-ements made for her to be in Covington during the

State Convention
It has been proven that the circulation of literature does a

vast amount of good, and removes prejudices existing in the

minds of men and women. By request of a friend in Florida;

about one thousand pages of literature were sent to that State,

fifteen hundred pages were sent to a gentleman in Pine Bluff,

Arkansas, asking for literature on suffrage He was to have a

debate on the subject "Should Women Vote." This gentleman
was to take the affirmative

While in Frankfort, Miss Clay and myself distributed two
hundred leaflets on School Suffrage. Ten members of the Eocal
Association of Covington have subscribed for the Political

Equality series, leaflet form
A iVTr. Benham, of San Francisco, California, sent for a copy

of our State minutes. The secretary enclosed leaflets.

The secretary recently sent for two hundred leaflets on
Woman Suffrage in the United States.

The executive committee voted the secretary five dollars for

postage, stationery. &c , the whole amount having been used for

this purpose, no money remains in her hands.

The secretary has written one hundred and fifty-six letters.

Respectfully submitted,

Eugknia B. Farmer, Car. Sec'v.
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RKPORT OF IvOCAL, ASSOCIATIONS.

FAYETTE COUKTY.

The meetings of the E. R A. are held at the homes of the
members, at intervals of two weeks In addition to busi-.

ness, an appointed leader conducts a discussion of "Cur-
rent Events," as part of the program. This has proved inter-

esting and instructive.

A committee was appointed to act with a committee from
the W. C T U.. to petition the trustees of the State College to

provide domitories for the women students as is now done for

the men. The committee met the Board of Trustees, but as yet

nothing has been done.

In March a committee was appointed to join with other As-
sociations to form a Reception Committee for the ladies of the

G. A. R., which met in I^exington. This was done, and courte-

ous attention was shown to these visitors

At the meeting of April 20th, special prayer was made for

our beloved Mrs. Martha R Stockwell, then critically ill. Her
death occurred soon after; inflicting a severe loss upon our As-
sociation, of which she was one of the best loved and most use-

ful members.
On May 4th, methods for nominating members for the

School Board without going into primaries, were discussed. It

was unanimously resolved, that our action should be strictly

non-partisan Invitations were given to the Woman's Club and
the W. C. T U., to appoint each a committee of three to act with

a committee of three from the E R A., to plan for a non-parti-

san nomination, and our committee was instructed to advise a

mass-meeting. The invitations were accepted, and the joint

committee arranged for a mass-meeting, which was successfully

held in the Opera House on June I7th. A nominating commit-

tee was elected, and instructed to nominate a non-partisan tick-

et of men and women Several meetings were also held at

school houses to excite an interest in mothers in school elections.

Our E. R. A. pledged ten dollars to the fund for employing
Mrs. DeVoe to make an organizing tour through the State.

Several Woman's journals and columns, and other Suf-

frage papers are taken by our members

PADUCAH

Our Association is subject to called meetings. We have
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held four since our last election of officers We have distributed

some literature —''Woman's Columns," and about fifty copies of

'What Ky K R A Has Done." Many other Suffrag-e leaflets

obtained from the W. T. P. A., have been given to friends of

the cause, but not members
I circulated the National Sutfrag-e Bulletin among the mem-

bers, nine in number We are behind in State dues, but will

remit at once

We hope to ag-ain circulate a petition for School Suffrage in

third class cities We sent in a very full petition to our last

I^eg-islature. (Full petition reported in last year's minutes.—-

Sec'y ).

We are now arranging- to have Mrs. DeVoe lecture for us.

We can not send any delegates to the Convention, which I very

much reg-ret.

Eiarnestly hoping and striving for a better report next year,

I remain your's sincerely,
(Mrs.) Dorothy Kogkr.

MADISON COUNTY.

We have a reg-ular place of meeting-. We have distributed a

small amount of literature during- the past months, and have
added to our \ssociation a number of new members. I think

that we will soon be able to say that we are fifty in number.
Mrs. DeVoe g-ave a lecture at our court house on Oct. 9th, which
was larg-ely attended, and, by the most intelligent of Rich-

mond's citizens. She is a fine reasoner, giving a clear and for-

ciable answer to all objections against Suffrage for women.
Her lecture was highly appreciated, and several were added to

our band. Kate Rose Wiggins, Sec'y.

CAMPBEI.I. COUNTY.

Campbell County has during the present year held weekly
meetings at Dr. Roebuck's office Even during the hot summer
months, the meetings were well attended The Society has dis-

tributed over 1,200 pages of literature, and 200 leaflets of "What
Kqual Rights has done " We have read Walker's Political

Kconomy, and other papers. We have had several social meet-

ings at the homes of the members; in this way getting outside

women interested in the Cause. We think these meetings did

much good. We also gave two parties, by which we increased

our finances by quite a nice sum. Before registration day we
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sent out four ladies to canvass the town, to see if we could g-et

our two candidates a full vote The ladies worked very hard,

and canvassed the six wards in five daya. We have at present
' wenty paid up members, and expect to g-et many more during:

the next year. Hannah L. Spring, Sec'y.

BOWIylNG GREKN

I have g-iven awav Suffrag-e literature, and went to Nash-
ville at Miss Clay's request, and read a paper, Mrs Mitchell

has g-iven to the world a baby boy. who will undoubtedly be
trained up in the g-ospel of Bqual Rights. I have enrolled my
little eleven-year-old in our association. My youngest g-irl

shows a strong- tendency to grasp her own rights and ev^^rybody

else's, and I am afraid she is going to de^^elope into a remon-
strant some of these days.

Mrs Iv. C Obenchain, Sec'y.

KENTON COUNTY.

The Kenton County Association meets twice a month at the

residence of Mrs. Sallie B. Wolcott. Much interest has been

manifested in the second year's course of study in Political

E^conomy. A number of the members subscribed for the Politi-

cal Kquality leaflets. Our Association decided to invite the

State Convention to our city in October. Also to make arrange-

ments for Mrs. E^mma Smith DeVoe to be with us at that time.

About twenty-five hundred leaflets have been distributed.

It was thought best not to have any women nominated for the

School Board, but that an effort should be made to elect the best

men, irrespective of party, for the Board of Education. Our
annual election of officers was held the last week in September.

K. E. Young, Sec'y.
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TREASURER'S REPORT.
To bal Dec '96 $ 83 70

ANNUAI. DUES FOR I.OCAI, ASSOCIATIONS

Richmond 12 00

l/cxing-ton 10 60

Newport 10 IS

Wilmore 35

Coving-ton 3 50

Hickman 4 20

London 3 50

Celumbus 2 CO

Arling-ton 3 45

Paducah 2 25

Bowling- Green 4 00

State Members 2 00

Leaflets sold by Miss Clay 56

$ 142 26
BY DISBURSEMENTS 96-97.

Printing- Minutes $ 16 00

Printing- Prog-rammes 2 50

Express charg-es 25

Corresponding- Secretary 5 00

Error in crediting- Owensboro 50

Auxiliary dues to National Association 14 70

Frankfort Committee—Mrs Farmer 6 70

Miss Clay, Committee expenses in Frankfort (loan) 16 55

Bal 80 06

Expenses were $41.65. Miss Clay donated S25 00 tow-

ards same; Mrs. Farmer donated travelling- expenses be-

tween Coving-ton and Lexing-ton; Mrs. Clay and Mis.

Cramer donated their travelling- expenses.

% 142 26

REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT OF WOMAN'S WORK IN

THE PUBLIC SCHOOL

Women as Trustees.
Mrs. Lucy L- Flower, a trustee of the University of Illinois,

writing- in the "Outlook" on "Women in Public Life," says:

Nine-tenths of our public-school teachers are women; some of
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the very best and most successful principals are women, and
these women should certainly have a representative of their own
se:35 among- the school directors, some person or persons who can
see and present the woman's point of view. Our State Univer-

sities are all co educational, and the interests of the young- wo-
men in these institutions require representatives on their gov-

erning- boards."

A reduction has been made in the leng-th of time to be given

to public school work in Milwaukee, Wis. Hereafter five and
one-half hours will constitute a day's work

The report of Dr. W T. Harris, National Commissioner of

Education, g-ives the total enrollment of pupils in this country

for the year as 16,415,197, about one-fourth of the entire popula-

tion. Children in the public schools alone number 14,465,371.

In those states where the color line is drawn in the public schools

there are 178 schools for the secondary and hig-her education of

the colored race, and they have an enrollment of over 40,000

students, an increase of over 3,000 during- the year, while ther^

is a marked increase in the attention given to industrial train-

ing-

The recommendation of Chancellor Bog-gs that women be

admitted to the University of Geot gia, has received the indorse-

ment of the board of trustees of that institution, who state,

however, that they have no power to grant their permission un-

less the legislature of Georgia modify the present law so as to

make women eligible This is a victory for woman. It indicates

that public opinion has at last come to favor higher education

for her, and that the people of the state of Georgia are ready to

open the doors of the state university for woman's entrance.

—

Atlanta (Ga.) Chronicle

The Women's Educational and Industrial Union is about

to establish a school of housekeeping in Boston The Union has

leased two houses, and on the first of November the school will

be in operation.

Miss Ivudie Steele, of Barbourville, has been appointed a

member of the Kentucky State Board of School Examiners. She

is the first woman in the state to occupy such a place. Miss

Steele is only twenty-two years old.— Oct 7, 1897

AMERICAN SCHOOLMA'AMS REBEI..

The Teachers' Club, of Denver, Col., is taking steps to place

the executive control of the National Educational Association

in the hands of women at the next annual meeting. A mani-
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festo will be issued shortly to the teachers of the United States,

setting forth that, "while ninety per cent of the teachers of the

United States are women, who labor industriously to educate

the young-, the majority of this great teachers' association—the

National Educational Association— has been and is almost ex- ^
clusively in the hands of certain men who have had little or no
actual experience in the work of training the minds of our fu-

ture citizens."

Respectfully submitted.

Anna B. Morgan.

REPORT OF KENTUCKY MEMBER OF THE EXECUTIVE

COMMITTEE OF THE NATIONAL^ AMERICAN
WOMAN'S SUFFRAGE ASSOCIATION

The last annual convention of the National American Wom-
an's Suffrage Association was held in the city of DesMoines,
la , on the 26th, 27th. 28th and 29th days of January, 1897.

Delegates from seventeen states were present, and dues from
every state and territory in the Union were received.

The treasurer reported that six years ago only two thousand
dollars were received by the Association, but that this year she

had received nearly eleven thousand dollars.

Sarah Ci^ay Bennett,

REPORT OF FREE LECTURE BUREAU.

On April 29th, Mrs Josephine K. Henry spoke on Woman
Suffrage to an immense audience in the court house at I/ancas-

ter, Ky On August 25th, at Versailles a combined Teachers
Institute of several counties, was addressed by Mrs. Henry,
Much enthusiasm was manifested

Mis3 Clay spoke in the Opera House in Lexington in June,

to a mass meeting in the interest of a non-partisan Board of

Education, to consist of men and women.
She spoke on "The Duty of Trustees," at the Madison Coun-

ty Institute in September Also on the same subject at the

Teachers' Association which met in Kirksville.

Eugenia B. Farmer, Sec'y.
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Rl^PORT OF EMMA SMITH DEVOE,
Nationai, Organizer, of Work Done for Ky. E R. Asso'n.

COI.I,ECTlONS IN CASH.
1897.

October 7. Barbourville $ 1.45

8. I^ondon 10.65

9. Richmond 2 00

11 From Miss Clay (raised for the Kj. E- R. A ) 40.00

13. Wilmore 3.45

" 14. Coving-ton 7.60

" 15. Coving-ton 6 40

" 15. From Mrs. Flint (sale of cards) 65

16. Newport 2.74

18. Winchester 2.15

19. Cynthiana 2.32

26. Hickman 4.15

27. Clinton 1.28

" 28 Columbus 4.85

Carried over $89.69

Brought forward $89.69

29. Arlington 1.86

30. Fulton 3.01

'* 31. Paducah (Sunday night—no collection)

November 3 Owensboro 4.05

Total $98 61

Received on account of Cynthiana pledge 1.00

$99.61

PI.EDGES RECEIVED.
1897.

October 8. Barbourville $ 5.00

13. Wilmore 5.00

16, Newport (Paid January 1898) 5 00

20. Cynthiana (II paid to Mrs DeVoe) 5 00

26. Hickman (Paid Feb. 2, 1898) 5.00

27. Columbua 5.00

28. Arlington (Paid Feb. 7, 1898) 5 00

Novem 1 Paducah 5 00

" 3. Owensboro 5 00

Total $45 00
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SKTTlvKMENT
Cash paid for expenses as per statement $70.83

Salary one month, at $100 (less 2 days) 93 33
$164.16

Cash collections as per statement herewith . . . .$99 61

Donation to Ky. R. Ass'n 50.00

Balanc. due .14 55
$164.16

Respectfully submitted,
Emma Smith DeVoe.

ORGANIZATIONS FORMED

BARBOURVlEIvE, Oct. 7, 1897.—30 members.
President—Mrs. M. A Tinsi^ey, - - Barbourville.
Vice-President Mrs M S CosteIvI^o, - - Barbourville.
6'ecretary—Miss Ada Frankwn, - - Barbourville.
Treasurer - Mrs J H Tinsley, . . . Barbourville.
Leader of Lessons—Fkof . J P Faui^kner, - Barbourville.

LONDON, Oct 8, 1897.—10 members.
Psesident—Mrs Sarah H. Sawyer, - - London.
Vce-President— Mrs. J C Lewis - - - London.
Treasurer—Mrs Bettie M. Faris, - - London.

WILMORE, Oct 13, 1897.^12 members
President— Miss ^hi^A M Carson, - - Wilmore,
Vice-President- Mrs. Mary Hughes, - - - Wilmore.
Secretary—Prof. J. E Ford, . _ . Wilmore.
Treasurer—Mr Julius Labuere, ... Wilmore.

CYNTHIANA, Oct. 19, 1897.—12 members.
President—Mrs. M. J McNeese, - - P. O

,
Berry, Ky.

Vice-President— Mrs G. H Givens, - - Cynthiana.
Secretart/—Mrs R S Jameson, . _ _ Cynthiana.
Treasurer -Mrs B T. Riggs, . - - Cynthiana.

HICKMAN. (Reorganized )
— 15 members.

(Same old officers.)

COLUMBUS, Oct. 27, 1897.—10 members.
President—Mr E. W. Avery, - - - Columbus.
Vice-President— Mrs. Anna P. Hubbard, - - Columbus
Secretary -Miss Hvi^T)A B. Wai,r.kr, - - Columbus.
Treasurer—Miss Kate B Evans, . . _ Columbus.

ARLINGTON, Oct. 27, 1897.—6 members.
President - Mrs. Ida Stanley, - - - Arlington.
Vice- President—Mrs M S Hooker, - - Arlington
Secretary—Mrs M B. McConnell, - - - Arlington.
Treasurer— Mr. C. R Pyle, - - - Arlington.

FULTON, Oct. 30, 1897.-6 members.
President—Mr Ed Thomas, - - - - Fulton.
Secreta y—Mr W K Hall, . _ . - Fulton.
Treasurer—Miss Belle Bennett, - - - Fulton.

Respectfully submitted, Emma Smith DeVoe.
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N MEMORIAM.

Jxirs. Stockwell.

'She hath done what she could."

I
IQESOLVED, That we tender to the

I
^\ family of our deceased friend, our

U sympathy, and this testimonial of the

fi high esteem in which their loved one was

held by her co-workers of the
Jjj

KENTUCKY EQUAL RIGHTS I

ASSOCIATION. 1



SUPPLEMENT

"If ye abide in my word, * * • ye shall know the truth,

and the truth shall make you free."

JOURNftL
OF THE

Tenth Annual Convention

OF THE

KENTUCKY EQUAL RIGHTS ASSOCIATION.

December 1. 1898.

COURT HOUSE, RICHMOND, KY.

Mountain Echo
STEAM JOB ROOMS.

London Ky.
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GENERAL OFFICERS.

President—MISS LAURA CI AY,
78 N Broadway, Lexington.

1ST Vice-President—MRS. MARY B. CLAY,
Richmond.

2ND Vice-President -MRS. MARY CRAMER,
Lexington.

3RD Vice-President—S. M. HUBBARD,
Hickman.

Corresp'ding Sec'y—MRS. MARY C. ROARK,
Lexington-

Recording Sec'y—MRS. KATE ROSE WIG-
GINS, Richmond

Treasurer—MRS. ISABELLA H.SHEPARD,
31 E. 12th St., Covington.

^^^^^^^

Superintendents of Departments.
Bible Study: To set forth the true position :

Mrs, EIvLEn V. Gibson, Richmond.
Political Study : Mr. E. W. Bagby, - - Paducah.

Literature : Mrs. Pannik Hays, - - Owensboro.

Press Work : Mrs. Sarah G. Humphreys, - Versail'.es,

National Pnrollment and Petition Wor^c:

Mrs S M. Hubbard Hickman.
Legislative W- rk : Mrs. Margaret A Watts, Louisville.

Educational Opportunities for Women

:

Mrs. CaroIvIne A Leech, 1735 First St , Louisville.

Industrial 7'raining for Women :

Mrs L C Obenchain, Bowling- Green

Hygiene and Physical Culture :

Dr Louise Southgate, Newport.

Work Among Young People :

Advancement of Woman^s Work in the School :

Miss Anna Morgan,. Newport.
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TREASURER'S REPORT.
To bal Dec '96 $ 83 70

ANNUAI, DUES FOR I.OCAIv ASSOCIATIONS

Richmond 12 00

Ivcxington 10 60

Newport 10 15

Wilmore 35

Coving-ton 3 50

Hickman 4 20

London 3 50

C«lumbus 2 CO

Arling-ton 3 45

Paducah 2 25

Bowling- Green 4 00

State Members 2 00

Leaflets sold by Miss Clay 56

$ 142 26
BY DISBURSEMENTS 96-97.

Printings Minutes $ 16 00

Printings Prog-rammes 2 50

Express charg-es 25

Corresponding- Secretary 5 00

Error in crediting- Owensboro SO

Auxiliary dues to National Association 14 70

Frankfort Committee—Mrs Farmer 6 70

Miss Clay, Committee expenses in Frankfort (loan) 16 55

Bal 80 06

Expenses were $41.65. Miss Clay donated f25 00 tow-

ards same; Mrs. Farmer donated travelling- expenses be-

tween Coving-ton and Eexing-ton; Mrs. Clay and Mis.

Cramer donated their travelling- expenses.

$ 142 26

REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT OF WOMAN'S WORK IN

THE PUBLIC SCHOOL

Women as Trustees.
Mrs. Lucy L- Flower, a trustee of the University of Illinois,

writing in the "Outlook" on "Women in Public Life," says:

Nine-tenths of our public-school teachers are women; some of
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the very best and most successful principals are women, and
these women should certainly have a representative of their own
sex among- the school directors, some person or persons who can

see and prewent the woman's point of view. Our State Univer-

sities are all co educational, and the interests of the young- wo-
men in these institutions require representatives on their gov-

erning boards."

A reduction ha.s been made in the leng^th of time to be given

to public school work in Milwaukee, Wis. Hereafter five and
one-half hours will constitute a day's work

The report of Dr. W T. Harris, National Commissioner of

B^ducation, g-ives the total enrollment of pupils in this country

for the year as 16,415,197, about one-fourth of the entire popula-

tion. Children in the public schools alone number 14,465,371.

In those states where the color line is drawn in the public schools

there are 178 schools for the secondary and higher education of

the colored race, and they have an enrollment of over 40,000

students, an increase of over 3,000 during- the year, while ther^

is a marked increase in the attention given to industrial train-

ing-

The recommendation of Chancellor Boggs that women be

admitted to the University of Geot gia, has received the indorse-

ment of the board of trustees of that institution, who state,

however, that they have no power to grant their permission un-

less the leg-islature of Georg-ia modify the present law so as to

make women elig-ible This is a victory for woman. It indicates

that public opinion has at last come to favor higher education

for her, and that the people of the state of Georg-ia are ready to

open the doors of the state university for woman's entrance.

—

Atlanta (Ga.) Chronicle.

The Women's Educational and Industrial Union is about

to establish a school of housekeeping- in Boston The Union has

leased two houses, and on the first of November the school will

be in operation.

Miss L/udie Steele, of Barbourville, has been appointed a

member of the Kentucky State Board of School Examiners. She

is the first woman in the state to occupy such a place. Miss

Steele is only twenty-two years old.— Oct 7, 1897

AMERICAN SCHOOIvMA'AMS REBKI..

The Teachers' Club, of Denver, Col., is taking steps to place

the executive control of the National Educational Association

in the hands of women at the next annual meeting-. A mani-
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festo will be issued shortly to the teachers of the United States,

setting- forth that, "while ninety per cent of the teachers of the

United States are women, who labor industriously to educate

the young-, the majority of this g-reat teachers' association— the

National Educational Association— has been and is almost ex-

clusively in the hands of certain men who have had little or no
actual experience in the work of training- the minds of our fu-

ture citizens."

Respectfully submitted.

Anna B. Morgan.

REPORT OF KENTUCKY MEMBER OF THE EXECUTIVE
COMMITTEE OF THE NATIONAL AMERICAN

WOMAN'S SUFFRAGE ASSOCIATION

The last annual convention of the National American Wom-
an's Suffrag-e Association was held in the city of DesMoines,
la , on the 26th, 27th. 28th and 29th days of January, 1897.

Dcleg-ates from seventeen states were present, and dues from
every state and territory in the Union were received.

The treasurer reported that six years ag-o only two thousand
dollars were received by the Association, but that this year she
had received nearly eleven thousand dollars.

Sarah Ci,ay Bknnett,

REPORT OF FREE EECTURE BUREAU.

On April 29th, Mrs Josephine K. Henry spoke on Woman
SufPrag-e to an immense audience in the court house at Lancas-
ter, Ky On August 2Sth, at Versailles a combined Teachers
Institute of several counties, was addressed by Mrs. Henry,
Much enthusiasm was manifested

Miss Clay spoke in the Opera House in Lexing-ton in June,

to a mass meeting in the interest of a non-partisan Board of

Education, to consist of men and women.
She apoke on "The Duty of Trustees," at the Madison Coun-

ty Institute in September Also on the same subject at the

Teachers' Association which met in Kirksville.

Eugenia B. Farmer, Sec'y.
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REPORT OF EMMA SMITH DEVOE,
Nationai. Organizer, of Work Done for Ky. K R. Asso'n.

COI.I.ECTIONS in cash.
1897.

October 7. Barbourville

$

1.45

8. London 10.65

9. Richmond 2 00

11 From Miss Clay (raised for the Ky. E. R. A ) 40.00

13. Wilmore 3.45

" 14. Coving^ton - 7.60

" 15. Coving-ton 6 40
*' 15. From Mrs. Flint vsale of cards) .65

" 16. Newport 2.74

18. Winchester 2.15

19. Cynthiana 2.32

26. Hickman 4.15

27. Clinton 1.28

28 Columbus 4.85

Carried over $89.69

Broug-ht forward $89.69

" 29. Arlington . ... 1.86

30. Fulton 3.01

** 31. Paducah (Sunday nig-ht—no collection)

November 3. Owensboro 4.05

Total $98 61

Received on account of Cynthiana pledg-e 1.00

$99.61

PI.EDGES RECEIVED.
1897.

October 8. Barbourville $5.00

13. Wilmore .' 5.00

16. Newport (Paid January 1898) 5 00

20. Cynthiana ($1 paid to Mrs DeVoe) 5 00

26. Hickman (Paid Feb. 2, 1898) 5.00

27. Columbus 5.00

28. Arling-ton (Paid Feb. 7, 1898) 5 00

Novem 1 Paducah 5 00

*' 3. Owensboro 5 00

Total $45 00
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SETTlvKMENT
Cash paid for expenses as per statement $70.83
Salary one month, at $100 (less 2 days) 93 33

$164.16
Cash collections as per statement herewith . . , .$99 61
Donation >to Ky. R. Ass'n 50.00
Balanc. due .14 55

$164.16
Respectfully submitted,

Emma Smith DeVoe.

ORGANIZATIONS FORMED

BARBOURVlIvLE, Oct. 7, 1897.—30 members.
President—Mrs. M. A Tinsi^ey, - - Barbourville.
Vice-President Mrs M S CosteIvI.0, - - Barbourville.
Secretai'y —M.\ss Ada Frankwn, - - Barbourville.
Treasurer - Mrs J H TinsIvEy, - - - Barbourville.
Leader of Lessons—Prof. J P Paui^kner, - Barbourville.

LONDON, Oct 8, 1897.—10 members.
Psesident—MRS Sarah H. Sawyer, - - London.
Vce-President— Mrs. J C Lewis - - . London.
Treasurer—'M.RS Bettie M, Faris, - - London.

WILMORE, Oct 13, 1897. -12 members
President— Miss Ei^IvA M Carson, - - Wilmore,
Vice-President- Mrs. Mary Hughes, - - - Wilmore.
Secretary—'Prof . J. E Ford, ... Wilmore.
Treasurer—Mr Jui^ius Labuere, - - . Wilmore.

CYNTHIANA, Oct. 19, 1897.—12 members.
President—Mrs. M. J McNeese, - - P. O

,
Berry, Ky.

Vice-President— Mrs G. H Givens, - - Cynthiana.
Secretarij—M^s R S Jameson, - - - Cynthiana.
Treasurer ' Mrs B T. Riggs, - - - Cynthiana.

HICKMAN. (Reorg-anized )-15 members.
(Same old officers.)

COLUMBUS, Oct. 27, 1897.-10 members.
President—Mr E. W. Avery, - - - Columbus.
Vice-President— Mrs. Anna P. Hubbard, - - Columbus
/S'ecretor?/ - Miss HuXDA D. Wai^ker, - - Columbus.
Treasurer—Miss Kate B Evans, - - - Columbus.

ARLINGTON, Oct. 27, 1897.—6 members.
President - Mrs. Ida Stanley, - - - Arlington.
Vice- President—Mrs M S Hooker, - - Arlington
Secretary—Mrs M B. McConnelIv, - - - Arling-ton.
Treasurer— Mr. C. R Pyi.e, - - - Arling-ton.

FULTON, Oct. 30, 1897.-6 members.
President-Mr Ed Thomas, - - . . Fulton.
Secreta y—Mr W K Hai,i„ _ . _ . Fulton.
Treasurer—Miss Bei^IvE Bennett, - - - Fulton.

Respectfully submitted, Emma Smith DeVoe.
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N MIMOKIAM.
I ...I8ii...

1 I^Irs. ]£. Stockwell.

S!{ ''She hath done what she could."

! IQESOLVED, That we tender to the
|

I V family of our deceased friend, our '|

sympathy, and this testimonial of the f|

% high esteem in which their loved one was |L

I held by her co-workers of the
^|

1 KENTUCKY EQUAL RIGHTS
|

I ASSOCIATION. I



SUPPLEMENT

'If ye abide in my word, • * * ye shall know the truth,

and the truth shall make you free."

JOURNftL
OF THE

Tenth Annual Convention

OF THE

KENTUCKY EQUAL RIGHTS ASSOCIATION,

December 1, 1898.

COURT HOUSE, RICHMOND, KY.

Mountain Echo
STEAM JOB ROOMS.

London Ky.
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GENERAL OFFICERS.

President—MISS LAURA CLAY,
78 N Broadway, Lexington.

1ST Vice-President—MRS. MARY B. CLAY,
Richmond.

2ND Vice-President-MRS. MARY CRAMER,
^

, G« /' ""^^ ^ Lexington.

3RD Vice-PresidentV-S. M. UV BBARB,/i^gliAAA.^^

Corresp'ding Sec'y—MRS. MARY C. ROARKr
Lexington-

Recording Sec'y—MRS. KATE KOSE WIG-
GINS, Richmond

Treasurer—MRS. ISABELLA H.SHEPARD,
31 E. 12th St., Covington.

Superintendents of Departments.
Bible Study: To set forth the true position :

Mrs. Ellen V. Gibson, Richmond.
Political Study : Mr. E. W. Bagby, - - Paducah.

Literature : Mrs. Fannie Hays, - - Owensboro.

Press Work : Mrs. Sarah G Humphreys, - Versailles,

National Enrollment and Petition Wor\:
Mrs S M. Hubbard, Hickman.

Legislative W- rk: Mrs. Margaret A Watts, Louisville.

Educationa' Opportunities for Women.

:

Mrs. Caroline A Eeech, 1735 First St , Ivouisville.

Industrial Training for Women :

Mrs Iv C Obenchain, Bowling- Green
Hygiene and Physical Culture :

Dr LrOUiSE Southgate, Newport.

Work Among Young People :

Advancement of Woman'' s Work in the School :

Miss Anna Morgan, Newport.
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Journal of Proceedings*

Richmond, Ky., Dec. 1, 1898

Convention opened, at 10 a. m. with devotional exercises

conducted by the President Scripture lesson, fourth chapter of

Galla4ans On motion, the prog-ram was made the order of bu-

siness for the convention.

The following- committees were appointed:

Credentials and Finance—Mrs. Mary Ci.ay and MisS Bki.i,K

' Bennett; Publication—Mrs. Sawyer and Miss Laura Ci<ay,

Resolutions—Mrs Wiggins and Mrs C. W. Ci<ay; Auditing-

—

Miss Bei.i.B H. Bennett. Minutes of the Executive Committee
were read

The president read the pledgees given to Mrs. Devoe; $12 of

the same had been collected and sent to the National Org-aniza-

tion Committee, which has been repaid, the $50 donated by the

National for Mrs. DeVoe's work. Mrs. S C. Bennett mentioned,
that she had, as a deleg-ate, pledg-ed to try to raise another $60

for the National Org-anization Committee.
Treasurer's report was read by Mrs. Mary Clay.

On motion, it was referred to the auditing- committee.
Report of the Plan of Work Committee, which met immedi-

ately before the opening- of the convention, was read by the sec-

retary and on motion considered by items; adopted (See report.)

By request the president explained the amount of school

suffrage possessed by the women of the State

Mrs. S. C Bennett offered an addition to plan of work,
which was adopted (See Art 7.)

On motion, the courtesies of the floor were extended to all

the ladies present.

First Vice-president Mrs Clay was called to the chair and
Miss Clay offered the following- resolution, which was discussed
and adopted:

Resolved, That a small salary of not more than $60.00, be
attached to the office of the corresponding- secretary, ^.nd in ad-
dition her actual postal and stationery expenses be paid.

The following- resolution was adopted:

Resolved, That the sixty dollars appropriated to the office

of corresponding secretarv shall be pro-rated on the ri^embership

of the State Association, and that each shall be notified of the
amount of its assessment, and such notification shall be repeat-
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ed quarterly or monthly, until amount is raised and sent in to

the State Treasurer. The following- donations to this fund were
made:

Mrs. Mary Clay (amount not g-iven) To be returned if the

salary is raised by pro-rata, except Miss Bennett's, Mrs Gib-

son's and Mrs Clay's donations, which will go to general treas-

ury.

On motion, the convention proceeded to the election of offi-

cers Committee on Credentials reported the convention enti-

tled to i3 votes Tellers, Miss Bennett and Mrs Gibson For
results see first page of Sup

Delegates to N. A W. S. A Convention were elected as fol-

lows: Mrs S. C. Bknnktt Members of Executi^^e Committee,
Mrs. S M Hubbard, Mary C Roark, Mrs. C D Chknaui^T,
Mrs. Sai,i.ie; B. Woi^cott Alterates— Mrs. Hubbard to choose

her own alternate—Mrs. Mary Clay, Mrs. W F. Francis, Dr
I^ouise Southgate.

Committee on Federal Suffrag-e, Mrs Sallie Clay Bennett,

offered her report on Federal Suffrage, (see report) after which
the convention adjourned.

Devotional services conducted by Mrs. Kllen Gibson, Sup^.

Bible study. Minutes read and approved
Mrs EiUen Gibson, Supt Bible study, made some remarks

on her department work
Secretary read the report of Supt, IvCgislation Work, Mrs.

J. K Henry It was accepted (See report
)

Report of Mrs Caroline A Ivcech, Supt Educational Oppor-

tunities for women, was read and accepted (See report
)

Report of National Enrollment Supt , Mrs S. M Hubbard,

was read and accepted (See report.

)

Report of Local Association was taken up and reports were

read from the following associations: Madison Co ,
Fayette,

Kenton Co , Ivouisville, Wilmore, Bowling Green, Hickman, Ar-

lington. (See appendix.)

Mrs. Chenault
Mrs. Gibson
Miss Belle Bennett.

Mrs James Bennett

$ 2 00

2 00

5 00

5 00

Afternoon Session, 2.00 O'clock.
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Auditor reported but two receipts or vouchers sent by treas-

urer, and recommended that the report be referred to Executive

Committee It was referred.

Mrs. Mary B Clay, member of National Executive Commit-
tee, made her report (See report.)

Financial report of the Frankfort committee was read and
adopted (See report

)

Memorial resolutions were adopted (See Resolution 2, Com.
on Resolutions

Following resolution was adopted by a rising- vote:

"ResoIvVED, That in the removal of Mrs Eugenia B Far-

mer, from our state to Brooklyn, N. Y., our Association has sus-

tained a serious and deeply-felt loss. For ten years,she has been
the faithful and efficient Corresponding- Secretary of the Associa-

tion Her enthusiasm and energ-y were a continual inspiration

to the Association, and to the individual workers, and her pres-

ence at the annual conventions and other public meeting-s were
a constart reminder of her unswerving- royalty and love for the

cause she so ably represented. We miss her, and while trusting

that her present lines may be cast in pleasant places, hope, that

in the good providence of God, she may soon be returned to this

state, and to the Kentucky Equal Rig-hts Association.

RKSOI^ved, That a copy of this resolution be spread upon
the minutes of this convention, and another sent to Mrs Farmer

Mrs Mary B Ci.ay.

Mrs. S H. Sawyer

Motion that Mrs S. C. Bennett be special committee to press

the Federal Suifrage Work was adopted

Report of the Resolutions Committee was presented, and,

after amendments, adopted. (See report.)

The Vice-rPresident was called to the chair, and the Presi-

dent delivered the annual address, in which she gave a review
of the progress of the Equal Rights movement for the past year

The Executive Committee nominated Superintendent. (See

list except Supt Legislative Work.)
On the nomination for this superintendency, there was a

majority and a minority report The majority nominated Mrs.
J. K Henry; the minority Mrs. Margaret A Watts, of Eouisville,

Miss Eaura Clay was nominated from the floor, but the Pres-

ident ruled the nomination out of order, and stated that her ob-

servation of legislative action on School Suffrage Bill convinced
her that Eouisville was the stragetic point.
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Mrs. Mary B. Clay stated, that because a letter had been re-

ceived from Mrs. Henry, stating- that she believed that piece-

meal sujffragc was a g-rave mistake, and that, since school suf-

frag-e was to be the main legislative work, she telephoned Mrs.

Henry to know, if under the circumstances, she was willing to

accept the position, if elected, but that an answer had not been

received*

Mrs. Sawyer moved the adoption of the majority report.

Motion lost, and, on motion, the minority report was adopt-

ed, and Mrs Margaret A Watts elected.

The Corresponding Secretary was instructed to write to the

locals, and encourag-e them, and ask them to at least collect the

dues, as far as possible, even if they do not hold any meeting.

On motion, the selection of the State Organizer was left to

the E^xecutive Committee
On motion, the minutes were read, corrected and approved.

Convention adjourned
Sarah H Sawyer, Secretary.

Miss Laura Ci.ay, President

* After adjournment, a delayed telephona message from Mrs. Henry st ted

tliat she could not accept
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APPENDIX.

EXEiCUTlVE COMMITTEES MEETINGS.

I^EXiNGTON, Ky , Dec % 1897.

The committee met at the residence of Mis« Clay, with Mrs.

Henry present. Miss Clay, Mrs Cramer, Mrs. Farmer and
Mrs. M. B. Clay to be the Frankfort Committee. Miss Clay

and Mrs. Farmer will g-o to Frankfort on the 11th. Mrs Henry
to speak on all the subjects to be presented to the L<eg-istature»

and Mrs. Farmer to speak on school suffrag-e

The Executive Committee to contribute funds to the liberal

distribution of literature, including- stamps^ etc Mrs. Henry
and Mrs. Farmer to secure the literature.

Moved and carried that the funds left from Mrs DeVoe's
term be used for the leg-islative work in Frankfort.

Upon the suggestion of Mrs DeVoe in regard to the pictures

of the Bryan Station Spring-, the committee referred the mattef
to the Fayette E. R. A

Note about clubs for Woman's Journal to be mentioned in

the circular letter to be drawn up by Miss Clay and Mrs Far*

mer, E. B FARMER, Sec*y pro tern

LrKxiNGTON, Ky., Jan. 21, 1898

Committee met at the residence of the president, with th6

following- members present: Miss Clay, Mrs. Mary B Clay»

Mrs Cramer and Mrs Eug-enia B. Farmer Meeting- was called

to consider repaying- the fifty dollars ($50) donated to the State

Association by Mrs DeVoe, throug-h the N. A Org-anization

Committee.

On motion of Mrs. Clay it was decided to make an effort to

raise the $50 and send to N. A. to pay on debt incurred for work
in other states Mrs. Cramer moved that the local associations

which had made pledges to Mrs DeVoe be asked to g"ive the

money pledge to the payment of the $50 Carried.

Miss Clay and Mrs. Farmer appointed to write to locals .so-

liciting payment of pledges.

Eugenia B. Farmer, Sec^y Protem
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Richmond, Ky , Dec. 3, 1898

A meeting- of the Executive and Plan of Work committees^

was held after the close of the convention, at Mrs, James Ben-
nett's on the above date

The following- appropriations were made;
Minutes for 1897 and 1898 (re-appropriated) $ 18 00

" " " 10 OO
Miss Clay for traveling- expenses (donated) 2 25

" " " prog-rams 1 25

Corresponding- Secretary 5 00

Supt I^eg-islative Work 5 00

Recording- Secretary 1 00

Mrs. Sawyer for traveling- expenses , . . . 3 28-

The auditing- of the treasurer's books having- been referred

to the Executive Committee, the president was instructed to-

write to the treasurer for vouchers and to audit the account in.

time for the minutes.

Moved and carried, that in case of a vacancy in the deleg-a-

tion to the N. A. W S Convention, those members present may
fill sa'd vacancy by electing- any member of the Kentucky E R.

A who may be present at the Convention.

Moved that the Plan of V/ork Committee sug-g-est to the

Supt of Leg-islative Work that the heading- of the "School Suf-

frag-e Petition" be formulated upon the bill which has already

been presented to the General Assembly, viz: ''Women are

hereby made elig-ible to hold the offices of school trustees anti

members of Board of Education in the counties and cities of this

Commonwealth, and women having- the qualifications prescribed

by law for men in sucH elections shall be, and are, authorized

and empowered to vote in all elections for such officers."

Committee arose. Kate Rose Wiggins, Sec'y

REPORT OF PLAN OF WORK COMMITTEE.

1 That we reo... ...-ud that work for School Suffrage for'

all the women of the ^rate be continued.

2 That we continue to press the claims of mothers for an
equal co-guardianship with fathers of minor children.

3. That we continue the Free Lecture Bureau.

4. That the State Association provide programs and leaflets

for the local associations for their monthly meetings, and send

a circular letter quarterlj- to be read before the local association,

and thus cement the union between the state and local work.
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5 That the work for raising- the ag-e of protection be con-

tinued under the manag-ement of Mrs Sarah G. Humphreys.
6. That we petition the leg-islature to submit a constitu-

tional amendment, relieving- the women of the state from pay-
ing- taxes until they are granted suffrage.

7. That we continue to petition Congress to submit a 16th

Article to our National Constitution to the leg-islatures of the

several states, which shall confer on men and women a rig-ht of

•exemption from discrimination in the exercise of the elective

franchise on account of sex, by saying, "The right of citizens

of the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by
the United States, or by any state, on account of sex."

And to protect women equally with men in the exercise of

the right to vote for members of the Congress and elector^ of

the President and Vice-President of the United States, in the

several states of the Union, by a Federal law made in persuance
of that clause of the 14th Amendment of our National Constitu-

tion,which says, "No state shall make or enforce any law which
shall abridge the privileg-es or immunities of citizens of the

United States."

FRANKFORT COMMITTEE REPORT.

January 11, 1898.

The committee appointed by the State Convention, compos-
ed of Mrs Henry, chairman; I^aura Clay, Mrs Mary B Clay,

Mrs Cramer and Mrs. Farmer. The last four named went to

Frankfort January 11, to arrang-e for speaking in the House of

Representatives, and were joined there by Mrs. Henry
January 13, the speakers for the evening- were Miss Eaura

Clay, Mrs Josephine K. Henry and Mrs, Eug-enia B. Farmer.
Much enthusiasm was manifested The three bills spoken for

were placed in the hands of men, able and willing- to present

them—"Co-Guaidianship of Father and Mother of Their Minor
Children," "To Make Mandatory Placing Women Physicians in

the Women's Wards of the Insane Asylums," "School Suffrage

for All the Women of the State "

A bill having been presented for the "Age of Protection for

Girls," our committee received and presented petitions for the

same, also for School Suffrage.

January 17, all the members of the General Assembly had
to be interviewed, and literature pertaining- to our bills was
freely distributed.
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January 18, the School Bill was placed with the committee
on Eiducation.

January 20, session adjourned

January 24, no bills reported from the €X)mmittees. A g-reat

many members interviewed.

January 28, no bills reported, and the committee returned

home to g-o to the National Convention.

Two huttdred and fifty leaflets each of "Woman Suffrage in

the United States/' "Would Woman's Suffrage Undermine the

Foundations of the Government," and as many of "What the

Ky K. R A. has done," were distributed among- the legislators

and others. "School Suffrage Petitions," and "For Ag-e and
Protection," were sent from Greensburg-, Mt Sterling-, Harlan,

Paducah, Hickman, Madisonville, Grlasg-ow, Arling-ton, Grayson,

Owensboro.
The bill making mandatory the appointment of at least one

woman physician in each of the insane asylums, was passed in

the House by a vote of 77 to 4, after an effective speech by Rep-

resentative W. C. G Hobbs, of I^exing-ton. It was ably advo-

cated in the Senate by Senator Charles J. Bronston, and passed

by a vote of 26 to 1 It became a law by the signature of Gov.

W. O. Bradley.

Mrs S. A Charles, committee from Ky. B R- A. on Houses

of Reform, visited Frankfort, and interviewed leg-islators in the

interest %i a bill to g-rant the running expenses of the institu-

tions. The bill was successfully carried throug-h, and the early

opening- of the Houses of Reform made possible

EUGENIA B. FARMER,
Secretary Frankfort Committee.
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FINANCIAIy REPORT.
Miss Ivaura Clav, in accoant with Frankfort Committee of

Ky. K. R A.
Jan. 1, 1898, Received, from Mrs Emma Roebuck, Campbell

Co. E. R. A $5.00
This money was pledged to Mrs. DeVoe, and Mrs Roe-
buck specified it was for Frankfort work.

Jan. 7, received from Mrs I. H. Shepard money voted for
Frankfort Committee . : 6.00

Surplus of money raised to pay Mrs DeVoe, and after-
wards voted to the Frankfort work 46.45

Donated by Miss Clay 1.94

Total Receipts $59 39

Iveaflets by Mrs Farmer 1.50

Mrs. Farmer,to and from I^ex-

ing-ton to Frankfort (1st trip). 1.72

Teleg-ram to Mrs. Henry .35

Printing and distributing dod-
gers. 1.75

Janitor's fee for evening of
January 13 1.00

Ticket of Mrs. M. C Cramer,
from Eexington to Frankfort
and back 1.72

Ticket for Mary B. Clay,
from L,exington to Frankfort
and back 1.72

Ticket for L,aura Clay, from
I^exington to Frankfort and
back 1.72

Ticket for Mrs. J. K. Henry,
from Versailles to Frankfort,
Board for all the committee to

date, Jan. 20 28.50

Jan. 17 to 20, Mrs Farmer's
second ticket 1.72

Miss Clay's second ticket 1.72

Baggage for party 40

Jan. 24 to 28, (third trip) Mrs
Farmer's ticket 1.72

Miss Clay's ticket 1.72

baggage 10

Jan 27, Board to date for Mrs.
Farmer and Miss Clay 13.00
March 11 (fourth trip) by Miss
Clay, ticket and dinner 2.47

Paid by Miss Clay . . $1.50

1.72

. . .35

..1.75

.1.00

Donated, Mrs. Cramer.

Donated, Mrs Clay.

Paid by Miss Clay. . . .1.72

Donated, Mrs. Henry.

Paid by Miss Clay... 28.50

,.1.72

..1.72

. . .40

..172

.,1.72

. , .10

.13.00

. .2.47

Expenses $62.53 Total expenditures $59.39

Mrs. Farmer donated the expense of two trips back and forth
from Covington and Lexington. Once she stayed over in Ivex-
ington between times.
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MRS. M^VRGARET W. PRESTON,
Lexington.

MRS. LUCY JENNINGS,
Richmond.

DR. JOHN FOSTER,
Richmond.

MRS ROBINSON THOMAS,
Covington.

"Th^y rest from their labors, and

Their works do follow them."
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RliPORT OF MEMBER OF N. A. W. S. A.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.
The Thirtieth Annual Convention of the National American

Woman's Sulfrag-e Association and the Fiftieth Anniversary of

of the first "Woman's Rig-hts convention, held in 1848, met in

Washing-ton Feb. 13-19. Thirty-eig-ht states answered to the

roll call, parts of which I quote:

"In 1848 the subjection of women was world wide, and of

immemorial antiquity? It was rooted in the codes and customs
of all nations—the thoug-ht of equality for women—their right

to education, to a chance for self support, to the control of their

own persons, children, earning-s and property, had scarcely

dawned upon even the most prog-ressive minds."
In 1898, in the United States, as reported from these thirty-

eig-ht states, "a new world has been and is being- enacted for

women." For it is possible for them to do most of these thing-s

now, and the last strong-hold of prejudice— the political field

— has also been invaded, and four American states have be-

stowed the p-overning- power upon the women people of these

commonwealths—Colorado, Wyoming- Idaho and Utah. Two
hundred and ninety five cities and towns of Kansas exercise

municipal suffrag-e; and President McKinley and the present

Congress were elected in part by the ballots of women; and the

concensus of opinion in this free republic is that the best women
accept their responsibility and perform the duties of g-ood citi-

zens by voting- for good officers.

In Colorado two women will serve in the coming- leg-islature

as Senator and Representative, on the Republican and Demo
cratic sides. The suffrage amendment was defeated by a small
majority in South Dakota.

In twenty two states women exercise school suffrag-e in some
form. Europe has also made many concessions to the women of

their countries.

Miss Anthony's seventy eighth birthday was also celebrated

at this convention.

There were eleven southern states represented, and active
work reported in Missouri, N Carolina, S. Carolina, Georg-ia,
W. Virginia, Virg-inia, Tennessee, Louisiana; and it is evident
from these reports that our southern sisters are coming- rapidly
to the front in demanding their full civil and political liberty.

Our state celeg-ation was full, consisting of Miss Laura
Clay, who gave a report on the Tennessee Exposition day,which
was interesting-, showing- the consideration and courtesy shown
our deleg-ates there.
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Mrs. Farmer g-ave our state report which was a creditable

one to us We returned to the National the fifty dollars con-

tributed in Mrs DeVoe's lectures. We also pledg-ed ourselves to

raise fifty dollars more for the National fund. We contributed

in dues and private gifts ninety three dollars.

Mrs. S. C. Bennett's report of her work as chairman of Fed-
eral Suffrage Committee met with frequent applause, and Miss
Anthony moved that it be received with thanks by the conven-
tion

The other delegates were Mrs. Elizabeth H. Catching, Mrs.

Mary Cramer and Mrs. Mary B. Claj-, Ex. Committee. I quote

two of the resolutions:

2nd , That in every state we demand for women citizens

equality with male citizens in the exercise of the elective fran-

chise, upon such terms and conditions as the men impose upon
themselves.

3rd, That we appeal to Congress to submit a sixteenth

amendment to the U S. Constitution, thereby enabling the citi-

zens of each state to carry this question of woman suffrage be-

fore its L/Cgislature for settlement.

The convention was a success in all respects, and adjourned

to meet in Grand Rapids in April, 1899 Resp'y submitted.

Mary B. Ci.ay, Ex. Com.

REPORT OF THE CHAIRMAN OF THE FEDERAE SUF-

FRAGE COMMITTEE.
I sent an appeal to our Congressmen asking them to protect

white and black women equally with black men against state

denial of the right to vote for members of the Congress and
electors of the President and Vice President of the United States

by a law made in pursuance of that clause of the fourteenth

amendment of our National Constitution, which says: "No
state shall make or enforce any law which shall abridge the

privileges or immunities of citizens of the United States," in

accordance with the combined Minor vs Happersett and Yar-
baugh decisions of the Judges of Ihe Supreme Court of the

United States

The appeal was presented to Congress as a petition by quite
a large number of our congressmen, and Senator Hoar and Rep
resentative Henderson, chairmen of the Judiciary Committees
of ths Senate and House of Representatives, have written me
that the appeal shall be considered b3" the members of those
committees.

Sallie Clay Bennett, Chairman.
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REPORTS OF SUPERINTENDENTS,

NATIONAI, ENROIvIyMENT AND PETITION WORK
Sent out nearly 20(i petitions, with Circular Eetter for "A^^

of Protection" and ''School Suffrage" bills.

S. M. Hubbard, Supt.

EDUCATIONAI. OPPORTUNITIES FOR WOMEN.
A number,—six I think,—graduated from the Homeopathic

Medical School here in the late winter. A new medical school

just organized includes a woman, Dr. Florence Brandeis, among
its professors; so that women will surely be admitted as stu-

dents, and that will open the way for women in all the medical

schools CaROI,INE APPERSON L/KSCH,

Supt., Iwouisville*

' i,EGisi.ative work.
The final success of the Woman's Physician's Bill in the last

I^egislature is herein recorded. The success of this bill making-

it mandatory to have women physicians in the female wards of

the State Eunatic Asylums, is due in a great measure to their

appointment by Gov. Wm. O Bradley. These appointments
proved so satisfactory, that the Eegislature made it a statutory

law that all the State Eunatic Asylums must have at least one
woman physician in the female wards of those state institu-

tions.

The bills for School Suffrage, Co-Guardiahship, and Consti-

tutional Amendment, were all defeated.

Josephine K. Henry, Supt.

PRESS work.
Up to November, 1897, sent off eight articles every week to

papers all over the state 102 papers on regular list,—and be-

sides sent many articles to other papers The following papers,

agreed to publish —some weekly, some monthly—articles:

AH the Eexington and Richmond papers; Eouisville Cour-
ier-Journal and Evening Post; Maysville Public Ledger; Crit-

tenden Press; Winchester Democrat; Paducah News; Corinth
Messenger; Mountain Echo, Eondon; Harrodsburg Sayings: In-

terior Journal, Stanford; Kentuckian-Citizen, Paris; Mt Ster-

ling Advocate; Monitor, Taylorsville; The Kentucky Bell (no

longer published); through Mrs Obenchain, the Bowling Green
papers publish two weekly articles.

From November, 1897, until August, 1898, was deterred from
work by sickness. Beginning in August, up to the time of leav-
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ing Kentucky, October 27, only kept up with my weekly instal-

ments of literature. Owing to an absence of probably six

manths each year from the statc^ I regretfully tender my resig-^

nation as Superintendent I suggest that a fund be raised in

the Association to supply my successor with postage for the

wo-rk. Respectfully submitted

Sarah G. Humphrkys.

R^iPORTH OF lyOCAL ASSOCIATIONS.

MADISON COUNTY.
We have forty-five paid-up members, and anticipate an ad-

ditional number. Mrs. S C Bennett,, promised to raise $50.00

for National Work We have $25 00 of it in hand. Two suffrage

papers are taken—Women's Journal.

Mrs. S. C BknnetT, Pres.

KKNTON COUNTY.
We meet regularly every alternate week. We have ten mem-

bers We took up the subjects of Civil Go^^ernment and Tariff,,

under our President, Mrs Farmer, and we greatly miss her, and
deeply regret her removal to Brooklyn, N Y.

J. H. Shepard, Sec'y.

ARWNGToN, KY.

Our membership, though small, are very much in earnest.

We organized a year ago, and held our meetings regularly,

through winter and spring. We submitted papers for publica-

tion, until our town editors flatly refused them, when we sent

them to a neighboring paper. Our dues are promptly paid

Mrs. Ida Stani^y, Pres.

M B. McConnei.1., Cor. Sec.

BOWLING GREKN.

We have distributed literature as usual. I have written an

article for our press department, and it was widely circulated,,

even appearing in papers totally opposed to Woman's Sutfrage.

I am writing an article every week for the Oklahama campaign.

Think we can send $3.00 or $3.50 dues soon.

Iv. C. Obenchain
I^OUISVII^I^E.

I send you $2 10. There being six members who have paid,

Mr Bradberry, Mrs Hibbard, Mrs Bradberry, Mrs Watts, Mrs.

LfCech and Miss I^eech.
Mrs. W. H. Bradberry, Treas.
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HICKMAN:
We org^anized in September, 1897, with three members. Mrs.

DeVoe lectured for us in October, and three reg-ular and five

•honorary members were added. Four others been added since^

^nd have lost four. Have taken up course of study. Had two
.lectures from home talent, and a lecture from Mrs. Holfman
Distributed over 3,000 papers and leaflets Sent dues to treas-

urer S. M. Hubbard.
FAYKTTE COUNTY

Hold our monthly meeting's in Women's Club Parlors. One
Aady donated 11.00 a month for the year. Mrs Catherine Reid,

thoug-h not a member, donated $10.00 to be used as Miss Clay

preferred. Miss Clay used $2.00 for the Kentucky Bannerettes

•at the N. A. W, S A. Convention, and placed the remainder in

the local treasury,

Mrs. Mary Cramer represented the Association on a Joint

Committee composed of a member each from the Woman's Club

•and W. C. T. U., to see about g-etting- out a g-ood ticket for the

school trustees. The committee did excellent work, Mrs Cra-

mer had a brief account of the Association and the names of its

officers placed in the corner-stone of the new court house.

We contributed about two hundred comfort bag-s, which the

W C. T. U. g-ave to the Kentucky soldiers. Many of our mem-
bers were active in the Soldier's Aid Society.

Ida W. Harrison, Sec'y.

RKPORT OF RE:SOIvUTIONS COMMITTEE.

WhkRKAS, Kentucky University, one of the foremost edu-

cational institutions of the state, and one of the first to recog--

nize the rig-ht of women, and their demand for hig-her and
broader education, by opening its doors to them, has recently

•established a medical department at Louisville, Ky., making- no
provision in its charter for the admittance to its classes of that

larg-e and increasing- number of our women who are adopting
medicine as a profession;

Rksolved, That we earnestly protest against this retro-

grade movement, and respectfully petition the management of

the University to correct the matter, and admit women to this

department, on the same terms, and under the same conditions^

as men;
RESOI.VED, Furthermore, that this resolution be forwarded

to Col. Henry Stone, the legal member of the faculty of the
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medical department; and that he be requested by this Associa-

tion to present our petition to the manag-ement, urging- immedi-
ate consideration of the appeal herein made

II Whereas, We have lost by death four valuable mem-
bers, since our last convention^

ResoIvVKD, That we deplore their loss, and extend to their

bereaved families and friends our heartfelt sympathy, and as a-

a token of our appreciation inscribe their names on the Memo-
rial pag-e in this volume

III That we extend our thanks to the citizens and press of

Richmond for the courtesy shown to this convention.

Kate R. Wiggins,- Chairman

REPORT OF TREASURER, KY. E. R A.

1897-1898

To balance Dec. 1897 $ 80.0^
Annual dues from
Eocal Ass'ns,

Arling-ton $2.45
Coving-ton ... 1.05

Hickman ... . 1.75

Eexing-ton 8.75
Eondon 1.75

Eouisville ... 2.10

Newport 5.25
Richmond . 14.00

37.10

Traveling expenses,
Donated,

Mrs. M B. Clay, $6,75

Miss Eaura Clay, 6.75

Mrs. Cramer,. ... 4 80

18.30

Donation from Eondon
for Nat. Org. Fund, 1.00

$136.46

ISABEivLA H. Shepard, Treas.

Ky. E. R. A.

January 17, 1899.—I have examined the expenditures and

vouchers, and find the Treasurer's report correct.

Eaura Ci^ay, Auditor

By
Programs. 3.00
Frankfort Committee 6.00
Cor Sec'j , . . .

6.00'

Rec. Sec'y 1.00

National Enrollment

—

Mrs Hubbard.. . 10.00

State Dues to Nation-
al Association 13.60

Traveling Expenses

—

Mrs M B Clay, $6.75

Miss Eaura Clay, 6 75

Mrs. Cramer. 4.80

18.30

Balance 78.56

$136.46
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''If ye abide in my word, * • * ye shall know the truth,

and the truth shall make you free. '

JOURNftL

Ninth Annual Convention
OF THE

KENTUCKY EQUAL RIGHTS ASSOCIATION,

October 14 and 15, 1897,

GUILD HALUTRINITY CHURCH, COVINGTON, KY.

GENERAL OFFICERS.

President—MISS LAURA CI AY,
78 N Broadway, Lexington.

1ST Vice-President—MRS. MARY B. CLAY.
Richmond.

2ND Vice-President— MRS. MARY CRAMER,
Lexington.

3RD Vice-President—S. M. HUBBARD,
Hickman.

Corresponding Sec'y-MRS. EUGENIA B.

FARMER, Covington,

Recording Sec'y—MRS. SARAH HARDIN
SAWYER, I ondon.

Treasurer—MRS. ISABELLA H.SHEPARD,
31 E. 12th St., Covington.
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Superintendents of Departments*

Bible StiAdy. To set forth the true position :

Mas, ^u^nis V. GiBSOi^, Richmond.
J^}Ufic<al St^fj : Ma. K- W. Bagby, - - Paducah.

LiterGffMre : Mrs. FAN2fiK Hays, - - Owensboro-

Item Workz Mas. Sarah G. Humphreys, - Versailles,

Matimwii EsiroUmetd. ami PetMmvi Work :

Mrs. S- M- Hubbard, Hickmaii.

L^gMiKtme Worki Mrs. Joskfhine K Henry, Versailles.

Ekfjtmafmmal OppoHtmMiesfor Women:
Mrs. CAROi^mE A. I^eech, 1735 First St., X^ouisville.

ladu^icd Ttrnftingfor Women :

Mrs. tr- C. Obehtcblaust, Bowling^ Green.

M^gimiG and Pkt/imecd CtiUure :

D» LOUISE SouTKGATE, Newport.
W&rk Ammtg Yoftmg Peopfe :

Miss BELtE H. Bennett, Richmond.
AdvfxmsemeFkt of Wmmm^is Workm Uie School :

Miss Anna Morgan, Ncwport.

MuMb Orgmmzer : Mrs. Ehgenia B. Farmer, - Covington.

List of Officers of Local Associations.

Fayette County Equal Rights Association.

j^esident—Mess I*AirRA Ci,ay, - Ivexingloii.

Fice-f^e««€fer?#—Mrs. MLary Cramer, - - l^exing^ton.

Corre>^Gmding ^^weiartf Mrs. Nina Haijsey, - I^xiagton,
Eeeordimg Saeretary OMd Treasurer^

Miss Zei^inda Neyh^i,, Ivexington.

Kenton County Equal Rights Association.

PresidjPM—Mns, Kugenia B. Farmer, - - Covington.

Vice-P/-esiden£—Mrs. M. M Trimbi^e, - Coving-ton.

Becordlnig Secretartf—Miss Cathrine Young, Coving^ton.

Tir&jjmrer—Mss. Isabei:,x,a H. Shepard, - - Covington.
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Miss Clay read a paper contributed by Mrs. L C. Obenchain,

of Bowling- Green.

On motion corresponding- secretary was directed to write

Mrs. Obenchain a letter of thanks for the excellent papers she

contributes to the conventions each year.

E^xecutive committee made nominations for superintendents

and all were unanimously elected. See "Superintendents of

Departments," pag-e 2

Committee on resolutions offered report; after an^endments

the report wa,s adopted. (See report.)

The president read an invitation to her as president of Ky

.

R Association, from the corresponding- secretary of the National

W. C T. U ,
inviting- her to attend the National Convention.

On motion Miss Clay was requested to convey the g-reeting-s of the

Kentucky Equal Rights Association to that convention, either

in person or by written communication.

Attention was called to Woman's Journal, Woman's Column,
Woman's Tribune, and other Suffrage papers, and the deleg-ates

were urg-ed to increase their circulation as much as possible.

Mrs. DeVoe sang- a song- composed by her husband : *'Oh,

Sing- of Wyoming-."
On motion the convention adjourned.

At the evening- sessions the following- prog-rams were carried

out to the delig-ht of larg-e and appreciative audiences :

THURSDAY EVENING, 7:45 0'CI.OCK.

PRAYER.

, , , ( Dr Will Sullivan, Mrs. I^aura Sullivan
yuartette

\ Mrs. Sydnor Hall, Mr. John A. Hanks

Address I^aura Clay
Solo Mrs. John Mornan
Address Mrs. Emma Smith De Voe

FRIDAY EVENING, 7:45 O'CI^OCK.

PRAYER.

Solo Robert Greenwood Jones
Accompanist Raymond Ivoder

Reading-s—Selections from the )

Book Compiled by Prominent j- Miss Helen Merci Schuster
Women Suffrag-ists )

Address Mrs. Emma Smith De Voe
Sarah Hardin Sawyer, Secretarv Protem

772290
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Appendix.

Minutes of Executive Committee
iVleetings.

Lexington, Ky., January 12, 1897.

An Executive Committee meeting- was held at the residence

of Miss Laura Clay, to consider a proposition from Mrs Marga-
ret A. Watts, of Louisville, to be sent as a fraternal delegate

from the Kentucky Equal Rights Association to the Worla and
National W. C. T. U. convention to be held in Canada in May of

this year. Carried.

Miss Belle Bennett was appointed as a superintendent of

**Work Among Young- People." Committee rose.

Eugenia B Farmer, Secretary Pro-tem

Lexington, Ky , March 8, 1897.

The Executive Committee met at the residence of the Presi-

dent, Miss Clay, with the following- members present: Miss

Laura Clay, Mrs. Mary B. Clay, Mrs Cramer and Mrs. Farmer.

Mrs. Josephine K. Henry. Superintendent of Legislative and

Petition Work, having- been invited, was present It was de-

cided to attend the extra session of the Legislature The school

suffrag-e work was placed in the hands of Mrs. Farmer, The
House of Reform was placed in the hands of Mrs Charles and

the Frankfort Committee to assist her. On motion it was
decided that $20.00 be used for Frankfort expenses.

Mrs. Henry, Miss Clay, Mrs. Mary B. Clay and Mrs Cramer

were appointed on the Frankfort committee, with Mrs Farmer

as chairman, as the school sufirage work was the only ques-

tion that could be presented, according- to the proclamation of

the Governor for an extra session of the Legislature. Mrs Hen-

ry was requested to g-ive one evening for a speech before the

Legislature, Committee rose.

Eugenia B. Farmer, Sec'y P»o-tem.

Covington, Ky., Oct. 14, 1897.

The Executive Committee met in the parlor of Trinity

Church and the President reported that she, by a circular letter
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to members of the Executive Committee, recommended and

the committee called on the National Org-anization Committee

for a National Org-anizer to do work in the state, on the terms of

raising- one hundred dollars ($100) to g-o as far as it would g-o.

Mrs. Bmma Smith DeVoe, of Chicago, was employed, and has

herself contributed liberally to the work in the State by donat-

ing two weeks of her time

Mrs. Sarah H Sawyer, Sec'y Protem-

COVINGTON, Ky , Oct 15, 1897,

After the adjournment of the Tenth Annual Convention the

committee met in the parlor of Trinity Church and on motion

the following- appropriations were made:

For Minutes $ 18 00

For Corresponding Secretary 6 00

National Enrollment 10 00

Recording- Secretary 1 00

Prog-rammes 3 00

Traveling- expenses for Mrs. Clay 6 75

Traveling- expenses for Miss Clay 6 75

Traveling expenses for Mrs, Cramer 4 80

To Frankfort Committee 6 00

On motion, it was decided that each Association be asked

to contribute to the publication of minutes.

Sarah H. Sawyer, Sec'y.

Rl^PORT OF PLAN OF WORK COMMITTEE^.

We recommend the following- plan of work:

1. That we press the claims of mothers for the co-g-uardian-

ship with fathers of minor children.

2. That we continue to urg-e upon the General Assembly to

make mandatory the appointment of assistant women physi-

cians in the insane asylums
3. That the work for school suffrag-e for all the women of the

State be continued.

4. That we continue the Free lyccture Bureau
5. That the State Association provide prog-rams and leaflets

for the local associations for their monthly meeting-s, and send
a circular letter quarterly to be read before the local associa-

tion, and thus cement the union between the State and local

works.

6. That the Frankfort Committee, appointed by Executive
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Committee, viz: Mrs. E B. Farmer, Mrs. Henry, Miss Clay,

Mrs. Mary B. Clay and Mrs. Cramer, be continued.

7. That the work for raising- ag-e of protection be continued
under same committee.

8. That we ask the I^eg-islature to submit a constitutional

amendment relieving- the women of the State from taxation

until they have the right of suifrag-e.

REPORT OF FRANKFORT COMMITTE^E.

An extra session of the Kentucky lycg-islature was called by
the Governor for March 13, which was Saturday; on Monday
Miss Clay, with Mrs. Farmer, preceded the committee from our

Association to Frankfort, calling upon the Governor to be cer-

tain that we had the power to ask the lyegislature to grant
school suffrage to all the women of Kentucky.

Armed with the power from the Chief Executive of the

State, the following members of the committee, Miss Laura
Clay, Mrs. Farmer, Mrs. Marv B. Clay and Mrs Cramer,
proceeded at once to the Senate to ask Senator Goebel

to draw up and introduce our school suffrage bill.

On the 18th of March the Senator introduced the bill. It

was ordered printed and on the 19th copies were placed on the

desks of the Senators and Representatives; it was then placed

n the hands of the Judiciary Committee in both houses.

Then begin the labors of the committee—but the Senatorial

contest hindered us in our work —after much lobbying our bill

was passed by the Senate on the second of April, but some of the

Senators objected to the bill being so fixed that it could not be

re-considered, and the time set for re-consideration was the

fifth of April, on the seventh Senator Goebel waited for the

three days allowed by the Senate rules in which a bill can be re-

considered, then he put the bill through, and asked that the

clerk of the Senate at once take the bill over to the House,

which he did, and it was received with p-reat applause

In the House of Representatives the bill was placed in the

hands of the Judiciarv Committee; on the 8th the bill was read

and ordered printed. From this time on to the 11th of May the

committee labored with the members of the House, urging them

to be as generous as the Senate had been, but it was all in vain.

We are very grateful to Senators Goebel, Bronston and the

many friends in the House who so fearlessly defended our bill.

No one knows the many hours of labor necessary to secure
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the passag-e of a bill throng-h the Leg-islature. Our bill was de-

feated in the House by only five votes out of 100 members The
committee has the names of the gentlemen who voted for and

ag-ainst us. Respectfully submitted,

Mrs. Farmkr, 1

Miss Ci,ay,
j

Mrs. Mary B, Clay, Committee,
Mrs Cramer.

|

Mrs. Henry. J

REPORT OF THE CORRESPONDING SECRETARY.

October 14th, 1897.

At the close of the National Suifrag-e Convention, January,

1897, our State President secured a favorable opinion from each

member of the Executive Committee as to the advisability of

securing one of the National speakers as long a time as $100

would last, to speak on suffrage in certain portions of the State,

to create, if possible, a greater degree of interest among the Lo-
cal Associations. Mrs. Emma Smith DeVoe was agreed upon
and arrangements made for her to be in Covington during the

State Convention

It has been proven that the circulation of literature does a

vast amount of good, and removes pre»judices existing in the

minds of men and women. By request of a friend in Floridal

about one thousand pages of literature were sent to that State,

fifteen hundred pages were sent to a gentleman in Pine Bluff,

Arkansas, asking for literature on suffrage He was to have a

debate on the subject "Should Women Vote." This gentleman
was to take the affirmative

While in Frankfort, Miss Clay and myself distributed two
hundred leaflets on School Suffrage. Ten members of the Local
Association of Covington have subscribed for the Political

Equality series, leaflet form
A Mr. Benham, of San Francisco, California, sent for a copy

of our State minutes. The secretary enclosed leaflets.

The secretary recently sent for two hundred leaflets on
Woman Suffrage in the United States.

The executive committee voted the secretary five dollars for

postage, stationery, &c , the whole amount having been used for

this purpose, no money remains in her hands.

The secretary has written one hundred and fifty-six letters.

Respectfully submitted,

Eugenia B. Farmer, Car. Sec'v.
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REPORT OF IvOCAL ASSOCIATIONS.

FAYETTK COUKTY.

The meetings of the R A. are held at the homes of the

members, at intervals of two weeks In addition to busi-

nessy an appointed leader conducts a discussion of "Cur-

rent Events," as part of the prog-ram. This has proved inter-

esting- and instructive.

A committee was appointed to act with a committee from
the W, C T U., to petition the trustees of the State Colleg-e to

provide domitories for the women students as is now done for

the men. The committee met the Board of Trustees, but as yet

nothing- has been done.

In March a committee was appointed to join with other As-

sociations to form a Reception Committee for the ladies of the

G. A. R., which met in I^exing-ton. This was done, and courte-

ous attention was shown to these visitors

At the meeting- of April 20th, special prayer was made for

our beloved Mrs. Martha R Stockwell, then critically ill. Her
death occurred soon after; inflicting- a severe loss upon our As-

sociation, of which she was one of the best loved and most use-

ful members.
On May 4th, methods for nominating- members for the

School Board without g-oing- into primaries, were discussed. It

was unat imously resolved, that our action should be strictly

non-partisan Invitations were given to the Woman's Club and

the W. C. T U., to appoint each a committee of three to act with

a committee of three from the E R A., to plan for a non-parti-

sao nomination, and our committee was instructed to advise a

mass-meeting. The invitations were accepted, and the joint

committee arranged for a mass-meeting, which was successfully

held in the Opera House on June l7th, A nominating commit-

tee was elected, and instructed to nominate a non-partisan tick-

et of men and women Several meetings were also held at

school houses to excite an interest in mothers in school elections.

Our E. R. A pledged ten dollars to the fund for employing

Mrs. DeVoe to make an organizing tour through the State.

Several Woman's journals and columns, and other Suf-

frage papers are taken by our members

PADUCAH

Our Association is subject to called meetings. We have
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held four since our last election of officers We have distributed

some literature - ''Woman's Columns," and about fifty copies of

'What Ky ERA Has Done." Many other Suffrag^e leaflets

obtained from the W. T. P. A., have been g-iven to friends of

the cause, but not members
I circulated the National Suffrag-e Bulletin among- the mem-

bers, nine in number We are behind in State dues, but will

remit at once

We hope to again circulate a petition for School Suffrage in

third class cities We sent in a very full petition to our last

I^eg-islature. (Full petition reported in last j ear's minutes.^

—

Sec'y ).

We are now arranging to have Mrs. DeVoe lecture for us.

We can not send any delegates to the jConverition, which I very

much regret.

Earnestly hoping and striving for a better report next year, ,

I remain your's sincerely,
(Mrs.) Dorothy Koger.

MADISON COUNTY.

We have a regular place of meeting. We have distributed a

small amount of literature during the past months, and have
added to our Association a number of new members. I think

that we will soon be able to say that we are fifty in number.
Mrs. DeVoe gave a lecture at our court house on Oct. 9th, which
was larg-ely attended, and, by the most intelligent of Rich-

mond's citizens. She is a fine reasoner, giving a clear and for-

ciable answer to all objections against Suffrage for women.
Her lecture was highly appreciated, and several were added to

our band. Kate Rose Wiggins, Sec'y.

CAMPBEi<i. county.

Campbell County has during the present year held weekly
meetings at Dr. Roebuck's office Even during the hot summer
months, the meetings were well attended The Society has dis-

tributed over 1,200 pages of literature, and 200 leaflets of "What
^ Equal Rights has done " We have read Walker's Political

Economy, and other papers. We have had several social meet-
ings at the homes of the members; in this way g^etting outside

women interested in the Cause. We think these meeting-s did

much good. We also gave two parties, by which we increased

our finances by quite a nice sum. Before registration day we
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sent out four ladies to canvass the town, to see if we could g'et

our two candidates a full vote The ladies worked very hard,

and canvassed the six wards in five days. We have at present

twenty paid up members^ and expect to g-et many more during
the next year. Hannah L. Spring, Sec'y.

f

bowi^ing grken.

I have given away Suffrage literature, and went to Nash-
ville at Miss Clay's request, and read a paper, Mrs Mitchell

has given to the world a baby boy. who will undoubtedly be

trained up in the gospel of Bqual Rights. I have enrolled my
little eleven-year-old in our association. My youngest girl

shoves a strong tendency to grasp her own rights and everybody
else's, and I am afraid she is going to de^^elope into a remon-
strant some of these days.

Mrs L. C Obknchain, Sec'y.

KENTON COUNTY.

The Kenton County Association meets twice a month at the

residence of Mrs. Sallie B Wolcott. Much interest has been

manifested in the second year's course of study in Political

Kconomy. A number of the members subscribed for the Politi-

cal Equality leaflets. Our Association decided to invite the

State Convention to our city in October. Also to make arrange-

ments for Mrs. E^mma Smith DeVoe to be with us at that time.

About twenty-five hundred leaflets have been distributed.

It was thought best not to have any women nominated for the

School Board, but that an effort should be made to elect the best

men, irrespective of party, for the Board of Education. Our
annual election of officers was held the last week in September.

K. E. Young, Sec'y.
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TREASURER'S REPORT.
To bal Dec '96 $ 83 70

ANNUAI. DUES FOR I.OCAI, ASSOCIATIONS

Richmond 12 00

Ivcxing-ton 10 60

Newport 10 15

Wilmore 35

Coving-ton 3 50

Hickman 4 20

London 3 50

C»lumbus 2 CO

Arling-ton 3 45

Paducah 2 25

Bowling- Green 4 00

State Members 2 00

LfCaflets sold by Miss Clay 56

$ 142 26
BY DISBURSEMENTS 96-97.

Printing- Minutes $ 16 00

Printing Programmes 2 50

Express charges 25

Corresponding- Secretary 5 00

Error in crediting- Owensboro 50

Auxiliary dues to National Association 14 70

Frankfort Committee—Mrs Farmer 6 70

Miss Clay, Committee expenses in Frankfort (loan) 16 55

Bal 80 06

Expenses were $41.65. Miss Clay donated $25.00 tow-

ards same; Mrs. Farmer donated travelling- expenses be-

tween Coving-ton and Lexing-ton; Mrs. Clay and Mis.

Cramer donated their travelling- expenses.

$ 142 26

REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT OF WOMAN'S WORK IN

THE PUBLIC SCHOOL.

Women as Trustees.
Mrs. Lucy E- Flower, a trustee of the University of Illinois,

writing in the "Outlook" on "Women in Public Life," says:

Nine-tenths of our public-school teachers are women; some of
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the very best and most successful principals are women, and
these women should certainly have a representative of their own
sex among- the school directors, some person or persons who can
see and present the woman's point of view. Our State Univer-

sities are all co educational, and the interests of the young wo-
men in these institutions require representatives on their gov-

erning- boards."

A reduction has been made in the length of time to be given

to public school work in Milwaukee, Wis. Hereafter five and
one-half hours will constitute a day's work

The report of Dr. W T. Harris, National Commissioner of

Education, gives the total enrollment of pupils in this country

for the year as 16,415,197, about one-fourth of the entire popula-

tion. Children in the public schools alone number 14,465,371.

In those states where the color line is drawn in the public schools

there are 178 schools for the secondary and higher education of

the colored race, and they have an enrollment of over 40,000

students, an increase of over 3,000 during the year, while there

is a marked increase in the attention given to industrial train-

ing
The recommendation of Chancellor Boggs that women be

admitted to the University of Georgia, has received the indorse-

ment of the board of trustees of that institution, who state,

however, that they have no power to grant their permission un-

less the legislature of Georgia modify the present law so as to

make women eligible This is a victory for woman. It indicates

that public opinion has at last come to favor higher education

for her, and that the people of the state of Georgia are ready to

open the doors of the state university for woman's entrance.

—

Atlanta (Ga.) Chronicle.

The "Women's Educational and Industrial Union is about

to establish a school of housekeeping in Boston The Union has

leased two houses, and on the first of November the school will

be in operation.

Miss Ivudie Steele, of Barbourville, has been appointed a

member of the Kentucky State Board of School Examiners. She

is the first woman in the state to occupy such a place. Miss

Steele is only twenty-two years old.—Oct 7, 1897

AMERICAN SCHOOIvMA'AMS REBEI..

The Teachers' Club, of Denver, Col., is taking steps to place

the executive control of the National Educational Association

in the hands of women at the next annual meeting. A mani-
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festo will be issued shortly to the teachers of the United States,

setting forth that, "while ninety per cent of the teachers of the

United States are women, who labor industriously to educate

the young-, the majority of this g-reat teachers' association— the

National Educational Association— has been and is almost ex-

clusively in the hands of certain men who have had little or no
actual experience in the work of training- the minds of our fu-

ture citizens."

Respectfully submitted.

Anna B. Morgan.

REPORT OF KENTUCKY MEMBER OF THE EXECUTIVE

COMMITTEE OF THE NATlONAIy AMERICAN
WOMAN'S SUFFRAGE ASSOCIATION

The last annual convention of the National American "Wom-
an's Suffrage Association was held in the city of DesMoines,
la , on the 26th, 27th. 28th and 29th days of January, 1897.

Delegates from seventeen states were present, and dues from
every state and territory in the Union were received.

The treasurer reported that six years ago only two thousand
dollars were received by the Association, but that this year she

had received nearly eleven thousand dollars.

Sarah Ci.ay Bennett,

REPORT OF FREE IvECTURE BUREAU.

On April 29th, Mrs Josephine K. Henry spoke on Woman
Suffrage to an immense audience in the court house at Lancas-
ter, Ky On August 25th, at Versailles a combined Teachers
Institute of several counties, was addressed by Mrs. Henry,
Much enthusiasm was manifested

Miss Clay spoke in the Opera House in Lexington in June,

to a mass meeting in the interest of a non-partisan Board of

Education, to consist of men and women.
She spoke on "The Duty of Trustees," at the Madison Coun-

ty Institute in September Also on the same subject at the

Teachers' Association which met in Kirksville.

Eugenia B. Farmer, Sec'y.
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REPORT OF EMMA SMITH DEVOE,
Nationai. Organizer, of Work Done for Ky. E R. Asso'n.

COI,I.ECTlONS IN CASH.
1897.

October 7. Barbourville $ 1.45

*' 8. Ivondon. 10.65

9. Richmond 2 00

11 From Miss Clay (raised for the Ky. E. R. A ). 40.00

13. Wiimore 3.45

*' 14. Coving-ton 7.60
*' 15. Coving-ton 6 40
" 15. From Mrs. Flint (sale of cards) 65

16. Newport 2.74

18. Winchester 2.15

19. Cynthiana 2.32

26. Hickman 4.15

27. Clinton. 1.28

28 Columbus 4.85

Carried over $89.69

Brougrht forward $89. 69

29. Arling-ton 1.86

30. Fulton 3.01

" 31. Paducah (Sunday nig-ht—no collection)

November 3. Owensboro 4.05

Total $98 61

Received on account of Cynthiana pledge 1.00

$99.61

PI.EDGES RECEIVED.
1897.

October 8. Barbourville $ 5.00

13, Wiimore 5.00

16. Newport (Paid January 1898) 5.00

20. Cynthiana ($1 paid to Mrs DeVoe) 5 00

26. Hickman (Paid Feb. 2, 1898) 5.00

27. Columbu. 5.00

28. Arlington (Paid Feb. 7, 1898) 5 00

Novem 1 Paducah 5 00

3. Owensboro 5 00

Total $45 00
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SKTTI.KMENT
Cash paid for expenses as per statement $70.83

Salary one month, at $100 (less 2 days) 93 33
$164.16

Cash collections as per statement herewith . . . .$99 61

Donation to Ky. R. Ass'n 50.00

Balanc, due 14 55
$164.16

Respectfully submitted,
Emma Smith DeVok.

ORGANIZATIONS FORMED

BARBOURVIIylvE, Oct. 7, 1897.—30 members.
President—Mrs. M. A Tinsi^ey, - - Barbourville.
Vice-President - Mrs M. S Costei.i<o, - - Barbourville.
Secretary—Miss Ada Franki^in, - - Barbourville.
Treasurer - Mrs J H Tinsi,Ey, . - - Barbourville.
Leader of Lessons—Prof. J P Faui^kner, - Barbourville^

LONDON, Oct 8, 1897.—10 members.
Psesident—MRS Sarah H. Sawyer, - - London,
V- ce-President— yi-RS. J C Lewis. . - _ London.
Treasurer—Mrs Bettie M, Faris, - - London.

WILMORE, Oct 13, 1897.—12 members
President— Miss EIvI.a M Carson, - - Wilmore.
Vice-President- Mrs. Mary Hughes, - - - Wilmore.
Secretary—Prof. J. E Ford, . - - Wilmore.
Treasurer—Mr Jui^ius Labuere, - _ . Wilmore.

CYNTHIANA, Oct. 19, 1897.—12 members.
President—Mrs. M. J McNeese, - - P. O

,
Berry, Ky.

Vice-President—Mks G. H Givens, - - Cynthiana.
Secretary—Mrs R S Jameson, .... Cynthiana.
Treasurer -Mrs B. T. Riggs, . - - Cynthiana.

HICKMAN. (Reorg-anized )
— 15 members.

(Same old officers.)

COLUMBUS, Oct. 27, 1897.—10 members.
President—Mr E. W. Avery, _ - - Columbus.
Vice-President— Mrs. Anna P. Hubbard, - - Columbus.
*Secre^ar2/- Miss Hui,DA D. WaIvKER, - - Columbus.
Treasurer—Miss Kate B Evans, . - . Columbus.

ARLINGTON, Oct. 27, 1897.—6 members.
President -Mrs. Ida Stani^ey, _ _ . Arlington.
Vice-President—Mrs M S Hooker, - - Arlington
Secretary—Mrs M B. McConneli., - - - Arlington.
Treasurer— Mr. C. R Pyle, - - - Arlington.

FULTON, Oct. 30, 1897.-6 members.
President—Mr Ed Thomas, - - - . Fulton.
Secreta-y—Mr W K Hai.1., _ - _ . Fulton.
Treasurer—Miss Bei^le Bennett, - - - Fulton.

Respectfully submitted, Emma Smith DeVoe.
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n MEMORIAM.

]Ais. ]£. Stockwell.

"She hath done what she could."

I
IQESOLVED, That we tender to the

|
$ -''V family of our deceased friend, our ^

I
sympathy, and this testimonial of the |

fi high esteem in which their loved one was i

^ held by her co-workers of the
j|

i KENTUCKY EQUAL RIGHTS I

I ASSOCIATION. I



SUPPLEMENT

"If ye abide in my word, * * * ye shall know the truth,

and the truth shall make you free."

JOURNftL
OF THE

Tenth Annual Convention

OF THE

KENTUCKY EQUAL RIGHTS ASSOCIATION,

December I, 1898.

COURT HOUSE, RICHMOND, KY.

Mountain Echo
STEAM JOB ROOMS,

London Ky.
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GENERAL OFFICERS.

President—MISS LAURA CLAY,
78 N Broadway, Lexington.

1ST Vice-President—MRS. MARY B. CLAY,
Richmond.

2ND Vice-President— MRS. MARY CRAMER,
u^i.C^^t . .

Lexington.

3RD VicE-PRESTDENT)^Sr^. HUBBARD, A^: :v;/^&i^<'

CoRRESP^DiNG Sec'y—MRS. MARY C. ROARKr
Lexington-

Recording Sec'y—MRS. KATE ROSE WIG-
GINS, Richmond

Treasurer-MRS. ISABELLA H.SHEPARD,
31 E. i2th St., Covington.

Superintendents of Departments.
Bible Studif: To set forth the true position :

Mrs. E1.1.EN V. Gibson, Richmond.
Political Study : Mr. E. W. Bagby, - - Paducah.

Literature : Mrs. Fannie Hays, - - Owensboro.
Pres.s' Work: Mrs. Sarah G. Humphreys, - Versailles.

Natiorml F.nrollmeiit and Petition Wor\:
Mrs S M. Hubbard. Hickman.

LegiJilative W rk : Mrs. Margaret A Watts, Louisville.

Educationa Opportunities for Women:
Mrs. CaroIvINE A Leech, 1735 First St , Louisville.

Indufitrial Training for Women :

Mrs L C Obenchain, Bowlings Green
Hygiene and Physical Culture :

Dr Louise Southgate, Newport.

Work Among Young People :

Advancement of Woman^s Work in the School

:

Miss Anna Morgan, Newport.
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Journal of Proceedings.

Richmond, Ky., Dec. 1, 1898

Convention opened at 10 a. m. with devotional exercises

conducted by the President. Scripture lesson, fourth chapter of

GallaVians. On motion, the program was made the order of bu-

siness for the convention.

The following- committees were appointed:

Credentials and Finance— Mrs. Mary Ci^ay and MiSS BkIvI^E

Bennett; Publication—Mrs. Sawyer and MisS I^aura Ci^ay,

Resolutions—Mrs Wiggins and Mrs C. W. Ci.ay; Auditing-

—

Miss BeIvLE H. Bennett. Minutes of the Executive Committee
were read

The president read the pledg-es given to Mrs. Devoe; $12 of

the same had been collected and sent to the National Org-aniza-

tion Committee, which has been repaid, the $50 donated by the

National for Mrs. DeVoe's work. Mrs. S C. Bennett mentioned,

that she had, as a delegate, pledg-ed to try to raise another $50

for the National Org-anization Committee.

Treasurer's report was read by Mrs. Mary Clay.

On motion, it was referred to the auditing- committee.

Report of the Plan of Work Committee, which met immedi-
ately before the opening of the convention, was read by the sec-

retary and on motion considered by items; adopted (See report.)

By request the president explained the amount of school

suffrag-e possessed by the women of the State

Mrs. S. C Bennett offered an addition to plan of work,
which was adopted (See Art 7.)

On motion, the courtesies of the floor were extended to all

the ladies present.

First Vicerpresident Mrs Clay was called to the chair and
Miss Clay offered the following- resolution, which was discussed

and adopted:

Resolved, That a small salary of not more than $60.00, be
attached to the office of the corresponding- secretary, and in ad-

dition her actual postal and stationery expenses be paid.

The following- resolution was adopted:

Resolved, That the sixty dollars appropriated to the office

of corresponding- secretarv shall be pro-rated on the n^embership
of the State Association, and that each shall be notified of the

amount of its assessment, and such notification shall be repeat-
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ed quarterly or monthly, until amount is raised and sent in to

the State Treasurer. The following- donations to this fund were
made:

Mrs. Chenault $ 2 00

Mrs. Gibson 2 00

Miss Belle Bennett 5 00

Mrs James Bennett 5 00

Mrs. Mary Clay (amount not g-iven) To be returned if the

salary is raised by pro-rata, except Miss Bennett's, Mrs Gib-

son's and Mrs Clay's donations, which will g-o to general treas-

ury.

On motion, the convention proceeded to the election of offi-

cers Committee on Credentials reported the convention enti-

tled to l3 votes Tellers, Miss Bennett and Mrs Gibson For
results see first pag-e of Sup.

Deleg-ates to N. A W. S. A Convention were elected as fol-

lows: Mrs S. C. Bennett Members of Kxecuti^^e Committee,

Mrs. S M Hubbard, Mary C Roark, Mrs. C D Chenaui^t,

Mrs. Sai^IvIE B. Woi^cott Alterates— Mrs. Hubbard to choose

her own alternate—Mrs. Mary Clay, Mrs. W. F. Francis, Dr
L^ouise Southgate.

Committee on Federal Suffrag-e, Mrs Sallie Clay Bennett,

offered her report on Federal Suffrag-e, (see report) after which

the convention adjourned.

Afternoon Session, 2.00 O'clock.

Devotional services conducted by Mrs. Ellen Gibson, Sup'..

Bible study. Minutes read and approved.

Mrs Kllen Gibson, Supt Bible study, made some remarks

on her department work
Secretary read the report of Supt. Legislation Work, Mrs.

J. K Henry It was accepted (See report
)

Report of Mrs Caroline A L,eech, Supt Educational Oppor-

tunities for women, was read and accepted (See report
)

Report of National Enrollment Supt , Mrs S. M Hubbard,

was read and accepted (See report.)

Report of lyocal Association was taken up and reports were

read from the following- associations: Madison Co
,
Fayette,

Kenton Co ,
Louisville, Wilmore, Bowling- Green, Hickman, Ar-

lington (See appendix.)
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Auditor reported but two receipts or vouchers sent by treas-

urer, and recommended that the report be referred to Executive

Committee It was referred.

Mrs. Mary B Clay, member of National Eixecutive Commit-
tee, made her report (See report.)

Financial report of the Frankfort committee was read and
adopted (See report

)

Memorial resolutions were adopted (See Resolution 2, Com.
on Resolutions

Following resolution was adopted by a rising- vote:

"RESOI^vkd, That in the removal of Mrs Eug-enia B Far-

mer, from our state to Brooklyn, N. Y., our Association has sus-

tained a serious and deeply-felt loss. For ten years,she has been

the faithful and efficient Corresponding- Secretary of the Associa-

tion. Her enthusiasm and energ-y were a continual inspiration

to the Association, and to the individual workers, and her pres-

ence at the annual conventions and other public meeting-s were
a constant reminder of her unswerving- royalty and love for the

cause she so ably represented. We miss her, and while trusting-

that her present lines may be cast in pleasant places, hope, that

in the g-ood providence of God, she may soon be returned to this

state, and to the Kentucky E^qual Rig-hts Association.

RKSOI^vkd, That a copy of this resolution be spread upon
the minutes of this convention, and another sent to Mrs Farmer

Mrs Mary B Ci,ay.

Mrs. S H. Sawykr

Motion that Mrs. S. C. Bennett be special committee to press

the Federal SufPrag-e Work was adopted

Report of the Resolutions Committee was presented, and,

after amendments, adopted. (See report.)

The Vice-President was called to the chair, and the Presi-

dent delivered the annual address, in which she g-ave a review
of the prog-ress of the Equal Rights movement for the past year

The Executive Committee nominated Superintendent. (See

list except Supt. Leg-islative Work.)
On the nomination for this superintendency, there was a

majority and a minority report The majority nominated Mrs.
J. K Henry; the minority Mrs. Marg-aret A Watts, of L/Ouisville,

Miss lyaura Clay was nominated from the floor, but the Pres-

ident ruled the nomination out of order, and stated that her ob-

servation of leg-islative action on School Suffrag-e Bill convinced
her that Louisville was the strag-etic point.
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Mrs. Mary B. Clay stated, that because a letter had been re-

ceived from Mrs. Henry, stating- that she believed that piece-

meal sufErag-e was a g-rave mistake, and that, since school suf-

frag-e was to be the main leg-islative work, she telephoned Mrs.

Henry to know, if under the circumstances, she was willing- to

accept the position, if elected, but that an answer had not been
received.*

Mrs. Sawyer moved the adoption of the majority report.

Motion lost, and, on motion, the minority report was adopt-

ed, and Mrs Marg-aret A Watts elected.

The Corresponding- Secretary was instructed to write to the

locals, and encourag-e them, and ask them to at least collect the

dues, as far as possible, even if they do not hold any meeting-.

On motion, the selection of the State Org-anizer was left to

the Executive Committee
On motion, the minutes were read, corrected and approved.

Convention adjourned
Sarah H Sawyer, Secretary.

Miss IvAURA CI.AY, President.

* After adjournment, a delayed telephone message from Mrs. Henry stated

that she could not accept
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APPENDIX.

KXBJCUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETINGS.

Eexington, Ky , Dec 9, 1897.

The committee met at the residence of Miss Clay, with Mrs.

Henry present. Miss Clay, Mrs Cramer, Mrs. Farmer and
Mrs. M. B. Clay to be the Frankfort Committee. Miss Clay

and Mrs. Farmer will gfo to Frankfort on the 11th. Mrs Henry
to speak on all the subjects to be presented to the Leg^istature,

and Mrs. Farmer to speak on school suffrag-e

The Executive Committee to contribute funds to the liberal

distribution of literature, including- stamps, etc Mrs. Henry
and Mrs. Farmer to secure the literature.

Moved and carried that the funds left from Mrs DeVoe's
term be used for the leg-islative work in Frankfort.

Upon the suggestion of Mrs DeVoe in reg"ard to the pictures

of the Brj'an Station Spring-, the committee referred the matter

to the Fayette E. R. A
Note about clubs for Woman's Journal to be mentioned in

the circuiar letter to be drawn up by Miss Clay and Mrs Far-

mer, E. B Farmer, Sec'y pro tem

IvExiNGTON, Ky., Jan. 21, 1898

Committee met at the residence of the president, with the

following- members present: Miss Clay, Mrs. Mary B Clay,

Mrs Cramer and Mrs Eug-enia B. Farmer Meeting- was called

to consider repaying- the fifty dollars ($50) donated to the State

Association by Mrs DeVoe, throug-h the N. A Orgfanization

Committee.

On motion of Mrs. Clay it was decided to make an effort to

raise the $50 and send to N. A. to pay on debt incurred for work
in other states Mrs. Cramer moved that the local associations

which had made pledg-es to Mrs DeVoe be asked to five the

money pledg-e to the payment of the $50 Carried.

Miss Clay and Mrs. Farmer appointed to write to locals so-

liciting- payment of pledg-es.

Eugenia B. Farmer, Sec'y Protem.
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Richmond, Ky , Dec. 3, 1898

A meeting- of the Kxrecutive and Plan of Work committees
was held after the close of the convention, at Mrs. James Ben-
nett's on the above date

The following- appropriations were made:
Minutes for 1897 and 1898 (re-appropriated) $ 18 00

" " " " 10 00

Miss Clay for traveling- expenses (donated) 2 25
" " " prog-rams 1 25

Corresponding- Secretary , . , , , 5 00

Supt lyeg-islative Work 5 00

Recording- Secretary 1 00

Mrs. Sawyer for traveling- expenses 3 28

The auditing- of the treasurer's books having- been referred

to the Executive Committee, the president was instructed to

write to the treasurer for vouchers and to audit the account in

lime for the minutes.

Moved and carried, that in case of a vacancy in the deleg-a-

tion to the N. A. W S. Convention, those members present may
fill said vacancy by electing- any member of the Kentucky R.

A who may be present at the Convention.

Moved that the Plan of Work Committee sug-gest to the

Supt of Legislative Work that the heading- of the "School Suf-

frag-e Petition" be formulated upon the bill which has already

been presented to the General Assembly, viz: ''Women are

hereby made elig-ible to hold the offices of school trustees and

members of Board of Education in the counties and cities of this

Commonwealth, and women having- the qualifications prescribed

by law for men in such elections shall be, and are, authorized

and empowered to vote in all elections for such officers."

Committee arose. Kate Rose Wiggins, Sec'y

REPORT OF PLAN OF WORK COMMITTEE.

1 That we recommend that work for School Suffrage for

all the women of the state be continued.

2. That we continue to press the claims of mothers for an

equal co-guardianship with fathers of minor children.

3. That we continue the Free Lecture Bureau.

4. That the State Association provide programs and leaflets

for the local associations for their monthly meetings, and send

a circular letter quarterly to be read before the local association,

and thus cement the union between the state and local work.
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5 That the work for raising- the ag-e of protection be con-

tinued under the manag-ement of Mrs Sarah G. Humphreys.
6. That we petition the leg-islature to submit a constitu-

tional amendment, relieving- the women of the state from pay-
ing- taxes until they are g-ranted suffrag-e.

7. That we continue to petition Cong-ress to submit a 16th

Article to our National Constitution to the leg-islatures of the

several states, which shall confer on men and women a rig-ht of

exemption from discrimination in the exercise of the elective

franchise on account of sex, by saying-, "The rig-ht of citizens

of the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridg-ed by
the United States, or by any state, on account of sex."

And to protect women equally with men in the exercise of

the rig-ht to vote for members of the Cong-ress and electorjs of

the President and Vice-President of the United States, in the

several states of the Union, by a Federal law made in persuance
of that clause of the 14th Amendment of our National Constitu-

tion,which says, "No state shall make or enforce any law which
shall abridg^e the privileg-es or immunities of citizens of the

United States."

FRANKFORT COMMITTEE REPORT.

January 11, 1898.

The committee appointed by the State Convention, compos-
ed of Mrs. Henry, chairman; I^aura Clay, Mrs Mary B Clay,

Mrs Cramer and Mrs. Farmer. The last four named went to

Frankfort January 11, to arrange for speaking- in the House of

Representatives, and were joined there by Mrs. Henry
January 13, the speakers for the evening- were Miss I^aura

Clay, Mrs Josephine K. Henry and Mrs, Eug-enia B. Farmer.
Much enthusiasm was manifested The three bills spoken for

were placed in the hands of men, able and willing to present

them—"Co-Guaidianship of Father and Mother of Their Minor
Children," "To Make Mandatory Placing Women Physicians in

the Women's Wards of the Insane Asylums," "School Suffrage

for All the Women of the State "

A bill having been presented for the "Age of Protection for

Girls," our committee received and presented petitions for the

same, also for School Suffrage.

January 17, all the members of the General Assembly had
to be interviewed, and literature pertaining to our bills was
freely distributed.
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January 18, the School Bill was placed with the committee
on liducation.

January 20, session adjourned

January 24, no bills reported from the committees. A g-reat

many members interviewed.

January 28, no bills reported, and the committee returned

home to g-o to the National Convention.

Two huadred and fifty leaflets each of "Woman Suffrage in

the United States," "Would Woman's Suffiag-e Undermine the

Foundations of the Government," and as many of "What the

Ky R A. has done," were distributed among the legislators,

and others. "School Suffrage Petitions," and "For Age and
Protection," were sent from Greensburg, Mt Sterling, Harlan,

Paducah, Hickman, Madisonville, Glasgow, Arlington, Grayson,

Owensboro.
The bill making mandatory the appointment of at least one

woman physician in each of the insane asylums, was passed in

the House by a vote of 77 to 4, after an effective speech by Rep-

resentative W. C. G Hobbs, of I^exington. It was ably advo-

cated in the Senate by Senator Charles J. Bronston, and passed

by a vote of 26 to 1 It became a law by the signature of Gov.

W. O. Bradley.

Mrs S. A Charles, committee from Ky. E R A. on Houses

of Reform, visited Frankfort, and interviewed legislators in the

interest ef a bill to grant the running expenses of the institu-

tions. The bill was »uccessfully carried through, and the early

opening of the Houses of Reform made possible

EUGENIA B. FARMER,
Secretary Frankfort Committee.
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FINANCIAIv RE^PORT.
Miss Laura Clav, in account with Fra^tikfort Committee of

Ky. E:. R A.
Jan. 1, 1898, Received from Mrs Kmma Roebuck, Campbell

Co. E:. R. A $5.00
This money was pledged to Mrs. DeVoe, and Mrs Roe-
buck specified it was for Frankfort work.

Jan. 7, received from Mrs. I. H. Shepard money voted for
Frankfort Committee 6.00

Surplus of money raised to pay Mrs DeVoe, and after-
wards voted to the Frankfort work 46.45

Donated by Miss Clay 1.94

Total Receipts ' $69 39

Iveaflets by Mrs Farmer 1.50

Mrs. Farmer, to and from Ivcx-

ing-ton to Frankfort (1st trip). 1.72

Teleg-ram to Mrs. Henry 35

Printing and distributing dod-
gers. 1.75

Janitor's fee for evening of
January 13 1.00

Ticket of Mrs. M. C Cramer,
from Lexington to Frankfort
and back 1.72

Ticket for Mary B. Clay,
from Lexington to Frankfort
and back 1.72

Ticket for Laura Clay, from
Lexington to Frankfort and
back 1.72

Ticket for Mrs. J. K. Henry,
from Versailles to Frankfort,
Board for all the committee to

date, Jan. 20 28.50

Jan 17 to 20, Mrs Farmer's
second ticket 1.72

Miss Clay's second ticket 1.72

Baggage for party 40

Jan 24 to 28, (third trip) Mrs
Farmer s ticket 1.72

Miss Clay's ticket 1.72
" baggage 10

Jan 27, Board to date for Mrs.
Farmer and Miss Clay 13.00
March 11 (fourth trip) by Miss
Clay, ticket and dinner 2.47

Expenses $62.53

Paid by Miss Clay . $1.50

. .1.72
"

. . .35

..L75

.1.00

Donated, Mrs. Cramer.

Donated, Mrs Clay.

Paid by Miss Clay. . .1.72

Donated, Mrs. Henry.

Paid by Miss Clay... 28.50

,.1.72

..1.72

. . .40

..172

..L72
"

. . .10

.13.00

. .2.47

Total expenditures $59.39

Mrs. Farmer donated the expense of two trips back and forth
from Covington and Lexington. Once she stayed over in Lex-
ington between times.
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MRS. MaVRGARET W. PRESTON,
Lexington.

MRS. LUCY JENNINGS,
Richmond.

DR. JOHN FOSTER,
Richmond.

MRS ROBINSON THOMAS,
Covington.

''They rest from their labors, and

Their works do follow them.'
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RE^PORT OF MEMBER OF N. A. W. S. A.

executive: committee.
The Thirtieth Annual Convention of the National American

Woman's Suifrag-e Association and the Fiftieth Anniversary of

of the first V/oman's Rig-hts convention, held in 1848, met in

Washington Feb. 13-19. Thirty-eight states answered to the

roll call, parts of which I quote:

"In 1848 the subjection of women was world wide, and of

immemorial antiquity? It was rooted in the codes and customs

of all nations—the thought of equality for women —their right

to education, to a chance for self support, to the control of their

own persons, children, earnings and property, had scarcely

dawned upon even the most progressive minds."
In 1898, in the United States, as reported from these thirty

-

eight states, "a new world has been and is being enacted for

women." For it is possible for them to do most of these things

now, and the last stronghold of prejudice— the political field

— has also been invaded, and four American states have be-

stowed the p-overning power upon the women people of these

commonwealths—Colorado, Wyoming Idaho and Utah. Two
hundred and ninety five cities and towns of Kansas exercise

municipal suffrage; and President McKinley and the present

Congress were elected in part by the ballots of women; and the

concensus of opinion in this free republic is that the best women
accept their responsibility and perform the duties of good citi-

zens by voting for good officers.

In Colorado two women will serve in the coming legislature

as Senator and Representative, on the Republican and Demo
cratic sides. The suffrage amendment was defeated by a small

majority in South Dakota.

In twenty two states women exercise school suffrage in some
form. Europe has also made many concessions to the women of

their countries.

Miss Anthony's seventy eighth birthday was also celebrated

at this convention.

There were eleven southern states represented, and active
work reported in Missouri, N Carolina, S. Carolina, Georgia,
W. Virginia, Virginia, Tennessee, Louisiana; and it is evident
from these reports that our southern sisters are coming rapid]}-

to the front in demanding their full civil and political liberty.
Our state (delegation was full, consisting of Miss Laura

Clay, who gave a report on the Tennessee Exposition day,which
was interesting, showing the consideration and courtesy shown
our delegates there.
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Mrs. Farmer g-ave our state report which was a creditable

one to us We returned to the National the fifty dollars con-

tributed in Mrs DeVoe's lectures. We also pledged ourselves to

raise fifty dollars more for the National fund. We contributed

in dues and private g"ifts ninety three dollars.

Mrs. S. C. Bennett's report of her work as chairman of Fed-
eral Suffrage Committee met with frequent applause, and Miss
Anthony moved that it be received with thanks by the conven
tion

The other delegates were Mrs. Elizabeth H. Catching-, Mrs.
Mary Cramer and Mrs. Mary B. Clay, Ex. Committee. I quote

two of the resolutions:

2nd , That in every state we demand for women citizens

equality with male citizens in the exercise of the elective fran-

chise, upon such terms and conditions as the men impose upon
themselves.

3rd, That we appeal to Cong-ress to submit a sixteenth

amendment to the U. S. Constitution, thereby enabling- the citi-

zens of each state to carry this question of woman suffrag-e be-

fore its Eeg-islature for settlement.

The convention was a success in all respects, and adjourned

to meet in Grand Rapids in April, 1899 Resp'y submitted.

Mary B. Clay, Ex. Com.

REPORT OF THE CHAIRMAN OF THE FEDERAE SUF-

FRAGE COMMITTEE.
I sent an appeal to our Cong-ressmen asking- them to protect

white and black women equally with black men ag-ainst state

denial of the rig-ht to vote for members of the Congress and
electors of the President and Vice President of the United States

by a law made in pursuance of that clause of the fourteenth

amendment of our National Constitution, which says: "No
state shall make or enforce any law which shall abridg-e the

privileges or immunities of citizens of the United States," in

accordance with the. combined Minor vs Happersett and Yar-
baug-h decisions of the Judg-es of Ihe Supreme Court of the

United States.

The appeal was presented to Congress as a petition by quite

a large number of our congressmen, and Senator Hoar and Rep
resentative Henderson, chairmen of the Judiciary Committees
of ths Senate and House of Representatives, have written me
that the appeal shall be considered by the members of those
committees.

SalliE Ci,ay Bennett, Chairman.
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REPORTS OF SUPERINTKNDEiNTS.

NATIONAL, KNROIylvMENT AND PETITION WORK
Sent out nearly 200 petitions, with Circular Letter for '^Ag-^

of Protection" and "School Suffrag-e" bills.

S. M. Hubbard, Supt.

EDUCATlONAIv OPPORTUNITIES FOR WOMEN.
A number,—six I think,—graduated from the Homeopathic

Medical School here in the late winter. A new medical school

just organized includes a woman, Dr. Florence Brandeis, among
its professors: so that women will surely be admitted as stu-

dents, and that will open the way for women in all the medical

schools Caroijne Apperson Leech,
Supt., Louisville.

LEGisIvATive work.
The final success of the Woman's Ph^'sician's Bill in the last

Legislature is herein recorded. The success of this bill making
it mandatory to have women physicians in the female wards of

the State Lunatic Asylums, is due in a great measure to their

appointment by Gov. Wm. O Bradley These appointments
proved so satisfactory, that the Legislature made it a statutory

law that all the State Lunatic Asylums must have at least one

woman physician in the female wards of those state institu-

tions.

The bills for School Suffrage, Co-Guardiahship, and Consti-

tutional Amendment, were all defeated.

Josephine K. Henry, Supt.

PRESS WORK
Up to November, 1897, sent off eight articles every week to

papers all over the state 102 papers on regular list,—and be-

sides sent many articles to other papers The following papers,

agreed to publish —some weekly, some monthly—articles:

AH the Lexington and Richmond papers; Louisville Cour-

ier-Journal and Evening Post; Maysville Public Ledger; Crit-

tenden Press; Winchester Democrat; Paducah News; Corinth
Messenger; Mountain Echo, London; Harrodsburg Sayings: In-

terior Journal, Stanford; Kentuckian-Citizen, Paris; Mt Ster-

ling Advocate; Monitor, Taylorsville; The Kentucky Bell (no

longer published); through Mrs Obenchain, the Bowling Green
papers publish two weekly articles.

From November, 1897, until August, 1898, was deterred from
work by sickness. Beginning in August, up to the time of leav-
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ing- Kentucky, October 27, only kept up with my weekly instal-

ments of literature. Owing- to an absence of probably six

months each year from the state, I reg^retfully tender my resig--

nation as Superintendent I sug-g-est that a fund be raised in

the Association to supply my Successor with postag-e for the

work. Respectfully submitted

Sarah G. Humphreys.

R£iPORTS OF I^OCAIv ASSOCIATIONS.

MADISON COUNTY.
We have forty-five paid-up members, and anticipate an ad-

ditional number. Mrs. S C Bennett, promised to raise $50.00

for National Work We have $25.00 of it in hand. Two sutfrage

papers are taken—Women's Journal.

Mrs. S. C, Bennett, Pres.

KENTON COUNTY.
We meet regularly every alternate week. We have ten mem-

bers We took up the subjects of Civil Governrnent and Tariff,

under our President, Mrs Farmer, and we g-reatly miss her, and
deeply reg^ret her removal to Brooklyn, N Y.

J. H. Shepard^ Sec'y.

ARWNGTON, KY.

Our membership, though small, are very much in earnest.

We organized a year ago, and held our meetings regularly,

through winter and spring. We submitted papers for publica-

tion, until our town editors flatly refused them, when we sent

them to a neighboring paper. Our dues are promptly paid

Mrs. Ida Stani^y, Pres.

M B. McCoNNEi.i<, Cor. Sec.

BOWI^ING GREEN.
We have distributed literature as usual. I have written an

article for our press department, and it was widely circulated,

even appearing in papers totally opposed to Woman's Suffrage.

I am writing an article every week for the Oklahama campaign.

Think we can send $3.00 or $3.50 dues soon.

Iv. C. Obenchain
I.OUISVII^I.E.

I send you $2 10. There being six members who have paid,

Mr Bradberry, Mrs Hibbard, Mrs Bradberry, Mrs Watts, Mrs.

I^eech and Miss Leech.
Mrs. W. H. Bradberry, Treas.
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HICKMAN:
We org-anized in September, 1897, with three members. Mrs,

DeVoe lectured for us in October, and three reg-ular and five

honorary members were added. Four others been added since,

and have lost four. Have taken up course of study. Had two
lectures from home talent, and a lecture from Mrs. Hoffman
Distributed over 3,000 papers and leaflets Sent dues to treas-

urer S. M. Hubbard.
FAVKTTK COUNTY

Hold our monthly meeting-s in Women's Club Parlors. One
lady donated $1.00 a month for the year. Mrs Catherine Reid,

thoug-h not a member, donated $10.00 to be used as Miss Clay

preferred. Miss Clay used $2.00 for the Kentucky Bannerettes

at the N. A. W, S A. Convention, and placed the remainder in

the local treasury

Mrs. Mary Cramer represented the Association on a Joint

Committee composed of a member each from the Woman's Club

and W. C. T. U., to see about g-etting- out a g-ood ticket for the

school trustees. The committee did excellent work. Mrs Cra-

mer had a brief account of the Association and the names of its

officers placed in the corner-stone of the new court house.

We contributed about two hundred comfort bag-s, which the

W C. T U. g-ave to the Kentucky soldiers. Many of our mem-
bers were active in the Soldier's Aid Society.

Ida W. Harrison, Sec'y.

REPORT OF RESOIyUTIONS COMMITTEE.

WhkrEas, Kentucky University, one of the foremost edu-

cational institutions of the state, and one of the first to recog--

nize the right of women, and their demand for hig-her and
broader education, by opening- its doors to them, has recently

•established a medical department at Louisville, Ky., making no
provision in its charter for the admittance to its classes of that

large and increasing number of our women who are adopting
medicine as a profession;

ResoIvVKd, That we earnestly protest against this retro-

grade movement, and respectfully petition the management of

the University to correct the matter, and admit women to this

department, on the same terms, and under the same conditions,

as men;
RksoIvVEd, Furthermore, that this resolution be forwarded

to Col. Henry L,. Stone, the legal member of the faculty of the
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medical department; and that he be requested by this Associa-

tion to present our petition to the management, urg-ing- immedi-

ate consideration of the appeal herein made
II Whereas, We have lost by death four valuable mem-

bers,^ since our last convention;

Resoi^ved, That we deplore their loss, and extend to their

bereaved families and friends our heartfelt sympathy, and as a

a token of our appreciation inscribe their names on the Memo-
rial pag-e in this volume

III That we extend our thanks to the citizjens and press of

Richmond for the courtesy shown to this convention.

Kate R. Wiggins, Chairman

REPORT OF TREASURER, KY. E. R A.

1897-1898

To balance Dec. 1897 $ 80.06

Annual dues from
Local Ass'ns,

Arlington. $2.45

Coviijgton ... 1.05

HickUiaij ... . 1.75

Ivexiiigton .... 8.75

Ivoiicon 1.75

Louisville 2.10

NevA port 5.25

Ricbiii^.nd . . . .14.00

37.10

Traveliiig expenses,
Donated,

M-. s. M B Clay, $6,75
Miss Laura Clay, 6.75

.Mrs. Cramer, ... 4 80

18.30

Donation from London
1 or Nat Org. Fund, 1.00

$136.46

By
Programs . . 3.00
Frankfort Committee 6.00
Cor Sec'T 6.00
Rec. Sec'y 1.00

National Enrollment

—

Mrs Hubbard 10.00

State Dues to Nation-
al Association. . , . . 13.60

Traveling Expenses

—

Mrs M B Clay, $6.75

Miss Laura Clay, 6 75

Mrs. Cramer. . .... .4.80

18.30

Balance. 78.56

$136.46

ISABEI.I.A H. Shepard, Treas.

Ky. E. R. A.

January 17, 1899.—I have examined the expenditures and

vouchers, and find the Treasurer's report correct.

Laura Clay, Auditor
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MINUTES
OF THE

THIRTEENTH ANNUAL CONVENTION

OF

The Kentucky Equal Rights Association,

TRINITY CHURCH, COVINGTON, KY.

October 17th and i8th.

1901.

THURSDAY, 9 A. M.

Opening Executive Committee Meeting.

The President, Miss I^aura Clay in the Chair.

The Committee adopted the following recommendations

as a plan of work for the ensuing year.

1. That we endeavor to secure for all women in the State

the same privileges of school suffrage now enjoyed by women
in cities of the second class.

2. That a conference be held between the legislative com-

mittee of the Kentucky Equal Rights Association, and the

legislative committees of the State Federation of Clubs, and

the Woman's Christian Temperance Union, that we may co op-

erate in working for those measures the three organizations

are alike interested in.

3. That we work for presidential suffrage for women.

4. That we endeavor to secure legislative action making

manditory the appointment of not less than three women on

the Board of Control of State College.

5. That we endeavor to secure any suffrage for tax-pay-

ing women that may be constitutional.

6. That we endeavor to secure women on the Boards of

all reformatory, punitive and philanthropic State institutions.

7. That we continue to press the claims of mothers for an
equal co-guardianship with fathers over minor children.



Morning Session.

The convention opened at ten o'clock with devotional

exercises, lead by the President, Miss Clay.

The Recording Secretary, Mrs. Rose Wiggins being

absent, Mrs. Alice Carpenter of Lexington was made Record-

ing Secretary, pro tern.

The Committee on Credentials was appointed.

The courtesies of the floor were extended to all members
of Kentucky Equal Rights Association present.

The printed program was made the orders of the day.

The convention enthusiastically welcomed our National

President, Mrs. Carrie Chapman Catt, and received much
inspiration from her presence.

Mrs. A. E. Ellis appointed to arrange to have Mrs. Catt

address the pupils of the High School Friday morning.

A number of fraternal delegates from Cincinnati were

introduced. Their presence and assistance in the discussions

added greatly to the interest of the convention.

The reports of the various superintendents were read and

fully discussed.

It was voted that we try to secure co-education at the

new consolidated Presbyterian College at Danville. The mat-

ter was referred to Plan of Work Committee.

It was voted that a special effort be made to secure a

Department of Domestic Science at the State College.

A delightful message of greeting was read from Miss

Anna Miller of lyouisville.

The Convention adjourned.

Thursday Afternoon Session.

The Convention met at 2 p. m.

After devotional exercises and the reading of the minutes

of the morning session, the recommendation of the Plan of

Work Committee were read and fully discussed.

The recommendations were adopted.

Mrs. Catt addressed the Convention.

Mrs. Shrader of Ohio, spoke on How to Promote Interest

in Woman's Suffrage.
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Mrs. Drucker, Mrs Sachs, Mrs. Suell, Mrs. McCall, Mrs.

Stanton and Mrs. Walker were introduced and spoke helpfully

along the lines of school suffrage.

A letter was read from Mrs. Geo. Avery, President of

Federation of Clubi in Kentucky, pledging the hearty co-ope-

ration of the Clubs in the effort to jecure full school suffrage.

Fraternal delegates were introduced from the Susan B.

Anthony Club of Cincinnati.

The Convention adjourned.

Second Day, Friday, lo A. M.

Devotional Exercises conducted by Miss Morgan.

Minutes read and approved.

The reports of the Treasurer and Corresponding Secre-

tary were made and adopted.

Mrs. Sallie Clay Bennet was reappointed chairman of

F'ederation Suffrage Committee.

It was voted that it was the sense of the Convention that

the size of the National Executive Committee should be

reduced by dropping the State member..

Is was voted that the I^egislative Committee be composed

of the general officers.

The news of the death of our valued friend and co-worker,

Mr. Hubbard of Hickman, was received with sadness and was
felt as a great loss to the work. The Corresponding Secre-

tary was directed to send a letter of condolence to Mrs. S. M.
Hubbard.

The following pledges for money to carry on the State
work were given:

Mr. George Handy $ 8.00
Mrs. Hubbard . 5.00
Mrs. Sallie Bennet 10.00
Madison Co. E. R. A 10.00
Miss Laura Clay 25.00
Mrs. Mary B. Clay 600
Newport E. R. A. . 5.00
Mrs Giltner 3.00
Twentieth Century Club 5.00
Mrs. Wolcott 1. 00

Making a total of 78.00
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The following officers were unanimously elected.

President, Miss I^aura Clay.

First Vice President, Mrs. Mary B. Clay.

Second Vice-President, Mrs. Mary Cramer.

Third Vice-President, Mrs. McLaughlin.

Recording Secretary, Mr. Kmma Roebuck.

Corresponding Secretary, Miss Anna Miller.

Treasurer, Mrs. Isabella Sheperd..

The following Superintendents were elected

.

Bible Study, Mrs. Ellen V. Gibson.

Press Work, Mrs. L. C, Obenchain.

National Enrollment and Petition Work, Mrs J. M. Hub-
bard.

Work Among Young People, Mrs. John Burke.

Advancement of Woman's Work in Schools, Miss Anna
Morgan.

Political Study, Mrs. A. M. Harrison.

Literature, Mrs. Susan Look Avery.

Educational Opportunities for Women, Mrs. Caroline

Leech.

The Auditing Committee reported they found the Treas-

urer's report correct.

The Convention adjourned.

Devotional Exercises conducted by Mi-ss Clay.

Minutes read and approved.

Mrs. Mary Light Ogle read an able paper on Taxation.

Mrs. Harriet Brown Stanton of Cincinnati, gave an able

address urging more intelligent activity on the part of suffra-

gists.

Greetings read from the Women's Missionary Union of

Newport.

The following delegates to the National Convention were

appointed:

Friday Afternoon.

DELEGATES. ALTERNATES.
Mrs. Gibson.

Mr. Mary Clay

Prof, and Mrs. Giltner.

Mrs. Obenchain.

Mrs. Trimble.

Mrs. Ellis.

Miss Laura Bruce.

Mrs. Cramer.
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A vote of thanks was tendered the Twentieth Century

Club for their hospitable entertainment of the Convention, to

Miss Zimmerman for her delightful solos and to Prof. La Vas-

sar, the Pianist.

The Convention adjourned.

Night Sessions, Thursday 8 o^clock.

Miss Laura Clay delivered her Annual Address in which

she explained in detail the need of the proposed legislation

and aroused much enthusiam by her masterly presentation of

the subject.

Judge James Tarvin made a happy speech in which he

spoke of the present law relating to the guardianship of chil-

dren as a blot on our civilization and a relic of barbarism.

Judge Tarvin gracefully introduced Mrs. Carrie Chapman
Catt who gave an address of remarkable strength and beauty.

Delightful music was a feature of the evening's program.

Friday Night, 8 o'clock.

Judge Pryor introduced Mrs. Catt who again spoke to a

delighted audience.

REPORTS.

REPORT OF CORRESPONDING SECRETARY.

Circular letters have been sent to every Equal Rights Association in

the State setting forth plans of work and giving suggestions.

IvCtters were wiitten to friends over the State soliciting contributions

to the National Bazaar Work.
Much literature has been distributed.

Dr. Frances Wood and Miss Cfay made a lecture tour over the State

greatly strengthening old organizations and forming new ones. They
visited Barboursville and organized with Mrs. M. A. Tinsley as President.

Lancaster organized with Mrs. W. O. Bradley, President; Mrs. Mary R
Patterson as Treasurer.

They held a public meeting in Richmond. Dr. Woods being sick,

Miss Clay went alone to Ashland and made an address in the Christian

Church. Organized with Mrs. Davis as President and Miss Laura White
as Treasurer. Dr. Woods spoke in Lexington to a delighted audience.

Several new members were added. Miss Hallie Herndon arranged for a

meeting at Frankfort but no organization was made. Spoke in Arling-

ton, Paducah, Louisville, Covington and Newpart.
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As a result of the fine work done by Mrs. Obenchain and the lectures

that have been made over our State on woman suffrage, we notice a very

marked growth in public sentiment for our cause. Space permits only

the briefests resume of the reports from the various associations.

PANUCAH.

A helpful lecture from Dr. Woods. Dues promptly paid; literature

distributed.

LANCASTER.

This Association was organized by Miss Clay and Dr. Frances E.

Woods, with the following officers: President, Mrs. W, O. Bradley; Vice-

President, Mrs. Margaret Gill; Treasurer, Mrs. Mary R. Patterson; Sec-

retary, Mrs. B. F. Walter; Dues are promptly paid.

ARLINGTON

Reports the loss by death of their beloved and able President, Mrs.

Stanley. They have distributed literature and have encouraged the dis-

cussion of women suffrage by the young people in the schools. The
membership has been gratifyingly increased and dues paid. Dr. Woods
lectured, Mrs. M. B. McConnki.i<, Secretary.

RICHMOND

Reports a membership of 61. Much interest aroused by lectures by Dr.

Woods. Literature distributed.

TWENTIETH CENTURY CLUB OF COVINGTON

Reports an increase of 25 members as a result of the work of Dr. Woods.

Weekly meetings were held. Made special effort to secure a woman's
name on the ticket for Members of Board of Education. Appointed a

special committee to ascertain what percentage of taxes are paid by
women in Covington. Mrs. N. S. McIvAUGHI^in, Secretary.

BOWLING GREEN

Reports literature distributed and dues promptly paid. Donation sent

to Bazaar at New York. Mrs. L. Obknchain, President.

NEWPORT
Reports literature distributed and a gain in membership as a result of

Dr. Woods' lecture. A large registration of women voters. Circulated

a petition against the licensing of vice in the Philippines and obtained a

large number of signatures. This petition was sent to Presidet Mc-
Kinley. Miss Annie; B. Morgan, Secretary.

FAYETTE

Reports the holding of successful open meetings and a very marked in-

crease in membership. A committee was sent to Frankfort to request

Governor Beckham to retain Dr. Louis Bergman as assistant in the East-

ern Asylum for the Insane and to promote her to the place of second,
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assistant. Special effort made to increase the registration of women
voters. Three thousand registered. Literature distributed. Contribu-

tion made to the National Bazaar. Dr. Woods and Mrs. Ida Withers

Harrison lectured and much good resulted.

Miss Laura Clay, Secretary.

KENTON COUNTY E. R. A.

Pays dues promptly. Increase in membership and in interest.

BARBOURVILLE

Sends dues. Distributes literature.

HICKMAN
»-

Sends dues. Distributes literature.

REPORTS OF SUPERINTENDENTS.

PRESS WORK.

Mrs. Lide Obenchain, Bowling Green, Superintendent, reports 3S pa_

pers in our State that publish suffrage articles. These are the leading ones

in the State. Urges the appointment of local press superintendents who
shall co-operate with the State Superintendents. Asks friends of suff-

rage to help in the work of getting good suffrage matter in the press.

Urges Kentucky men and woman to write articles on woman's suffrage

over their own signatures that their influence may be for our cause.

Expresses a special desire that all our college papers may have frequent

contributions. Expresses hearty appreciation for valuable assistance

received from Mr. Geo. Handy of Harrodsburg. Over five hundred

suffrage articles have appeared in the press of our State during the

past year.

ADVANCEMENT OF WOMAN'S WORK.

Miss Anna Morgan, Newport, Ky read a full report showing marked

gain all over the world in priviliges accorded to women.

EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES.

Mrs, Caroline Leach of Louisville, Superintendent, reports that in

the Medical School of the University of Kentucky, a woman has been

admitted with the promise from the Dean that he will stand by her if

objections arise. This practically will mean the opening of all Medical

Schools in Kentucky to women.

Written reports were not received fiom other Superintendents.



REPORT OF TREASURER KENTUCKY
BY RECEIPTS.
1899- 1900.

To Balance $ 87 73
Donation from L/aura Clay for Mrs. Catt's Lecture at Con-
vention of 1899

, 25 00
Salary Corresponding Secretary, Mrs. Mary B. Clay $2.50

" " " " Morton 75
*' " Gibson 3.50

" " " " lyoughridge 60
" " " " Bruce 5.00

S. C. Bennett ... 5.00
" " Thornton 2.00
" Madison County Asso'n... 6.50

Miss Belle Bennett 5.00— 30 85
Donation, Miss Laura Clay for Press Work 10 00

Pledge of $50 to H. A. W. S. A. (Mrs. Hubbard $15 paid last year)
' $50 to Mrs. S C.Bennett $30.00

Mrs. W. W. Trimble 5 00— 35 00
Mrs. Susan L, Avery for State Work 2 00
Donation, Friend 5 00

" Newport B. R, Association for Press Work 6 40
Mrs. Geo. Handy 8 00

Annual Dues Mr. and Mrs. Geo. Handy 2 00
" " Local Associations: Lexington $11,20

Richmond 21.00
Newport 2.80

Covington: Twentieth Century Club 2.45
" Kenton County Equal Rights Association, 1.65— 39 10

Total $226 08

1900- 1901.

To Balance , $94 33
Appropriations by N. A. W. S. A. for State Work, Dr. Woods 70 00
Donation, Miss Laura Clay 21 40
Receipts from Collections; Barboursville $6.07

Richmond 4.40
Arlington.. 1,78
Louisville 1.95— 14 20

Miss Laura White^ for State Work 10 00

Mrs. Hubbard for State Work 5 00

Miss Laura Clay, Sale of Leaflets 25

Donation, Mr. Geo. Handy 8 00
Annual Dues, Mr, and Mrs. Geo. Handy 2 00

" Local Associations: Arlington $ 3.15

Ashland 2.45

Barboursville 2.10

Bowling Green 4.00
20th Cent. Club 16.45

Covington
I j^^^^^^ Co. Asso-n.: 3.15

Hickman 2.25

Lancaster 2.10

Louisville 7.35

Lexington 29.05

Newport 3.85

Paducah 2.75

Richmond 21.35—100 00

Total ,$ 325 18



EQUAL RIGHTS ASSOCIATION.

DISBURSEMENTS.

1899-1900.

Mrs Catt $ 25 00

Error in entr)'- of amount paid to N. A. W. S A. for '99 60

Appropriations: Postage, etc. Corresponding Secretary 5 00

" Work among Young People, Mrs. Grinstead, 3 00

" Press Work, Mrs Obenchain 5 00

*' Recording Secretary 1 00

" Traveling Expenses same. 1 85

Mrs. Obenchain .. 16 40

Salary Corresponding Secretary 41 35

Printing Minutes 10 00

Annual Dues to N. A. W. S. A 11 10

Revenue Stamps 20

Printing Programs 1 25

Balance 94 33

Total I 226 08

1900 1901.

For State Work, Dr. PVances Woods, etc $ 105 60

Rent of Hall and Cards, Louisville 6 75

Mrs. Obenchain for Press Work 20 00

Salary to Corresponding Secretary 68 65

Annual Dues to N. A. W. S. A.. 28 70

Balance 95 48

Total I 325 18
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KENTUCKY REPORT.

National Convention at Minneapolis Kentucky sent five delegates.

Miss Laura Clay, First National Auditor

.

Miss Laura Bruce Lexington.

Mrs. Mary Cramer, Lexington.

Mrr. Sarah Clay Bennet, Richmond.

Mrs. Mary B. Clay, Richmond.

Kentucky pledged one hundred dollars to the National for the com-

ing year. Respectfully submitted,

Mary B. Ci.ay, First Vice President E. R. A.

REPORT OF THE FRANKFORT COMMITTEE.

The Convention having voted that the Executive Committee should

take in charge the Legislative work, as Chairman I went to Frankfort on

January 14 in the interest of the bills of the Kentucky Equal Rights Asso-

ciation, and during the session I spent several weeks in that City. The
measures decided upon by the State Convention were Presidential Suff-

rage for women, Co-guardianship for minor children, women trustees for

the State College, and the extension of School Suffrage. As is already

known, no success attended our efforts. Hon. V. H. Baird introduced

the Co-guardianship bill in the House and Senator R. E. Puryear in the

Senate. Hon. Chas. S. Searcy introduced the bill for women trustees for

the State College in the House. Until this Session, the efforts of the

Frankfort Committee had always failed to find any one to introduce the

Presidential Suffrage bill. It was something of a success therefore, that

this time Senator J. L. Whitehead introduced the bill which came to its

second reading, and received the votes of seven senators, viz: C. H. Dye,

B. L. Huntsman, A. T. Howard, T. L. Kirk, J. P. Huff, J. W. Cotton.

J. L. Whitehead. The mention of this bill in the newspapers attracted

the attention of the Anti S affrage Society of Massachusets, and for what
I believe is the first time, they sent their little newspaper, The Remon-
strance, to our Legislators.

The principal effort of the Frankfort Committee was devoted to

resisting the repeal of School Suffrage for the women of the second-class

cities

.

The members of the Equal Rights Association in Covington and New-
port made very earnest efforts to defeat the Klair Bill.

The Woman's Club and the Woman's Christian Temperance Union
all over our State worked faithfully to retain the School Suffrage It is

regretted that we have not a detailed record of the splendid service

done by these organizations outside of Lexington.

IN LEXINGTON

A joint committee appointed from the Woman's Club of Central Ken-
tucky, the Woman's Christian Temperance Union and the Fayette Equal
Rights Association was selected to devise means to prevent the repeal oi



tile clause in the charter of cities of the second class granting school

suffrage to women. This committee in turn selected a general commit-

tee of one hundred. The Executive Committee consisted of Miss Laura

Clay, Mrs.Magdeline Mc Dowoell Breckinridge, Mrs. Frances Beauchamp,
Mrs. Louise Bewley, Mrs. Minor Simpson, Mrs. Ida Harrison, Mrs Eu-
genia Dunlap Potts, Mrs. Mary C. Roark. Special editions of the Herald

were issued filled with high testimonials from the most prominent men
in Lexington, regarding the value of women's services on the Board of

Education, and the advantage of women's voice in the control of the

school.

The following memorial was sent to each member of the General

Assembly and publised in the press of the State.

MEMORIAL OF THE WOMEN OF LEXINGTON ON THE RETENTION

OF THE SCHOOL SUFFRAGE.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives of the Common-
wealth of Kentucky:

With an abiding faith in your sense of justice and in the belief that

your devotion to the highest good of our citizens transcends all other

considerations, we, a committee of one hundred, representing the intelli-

gent and home-loving women of Lexington, do respectfully ask that the

law granting school suffrage to women in cities of the second class be

retained In support of this plea, we submit the following considerations:

I. The law, in its present form, has resulted in an awakened educational

interest on the part of all the citizens, and in consequent improved con-

ditions in the schools themselves. The highest authority in Lexington

may be quoted to prove this statement. Superintendent Wm. Rogers

Clay, in his report to the Board of Education at the close of the first year

of women's service on the School Board, says: ''At no time in the history

of our schools have our teachers worked with greter energy and faithful-

ness." And again he reports: "I am glad to be able to say that work of

the past year (1900) was exceptionally good." "I have visited the

schools in other States and have never seen our discipline excelled."

II. In this, as in all other American cities, a very large majority of

the teachers are women and these should have the advantage of sympa-

thetic council and direction from members of their own sex.

III. As education is a public trust, it is perpaps the highest duty of

the law-making body of the Commonwealth to create conditions that

shall conserve the physical, intellectual and moral health of the children

of the State, since upon these rest the safety and soundness, even the

perpetuity of the State itself. Who can be more interested, who is so

much interested in the welfare of children as the mothers?

This interest, seeking every opportunity to do the children good,

would manifest itself at the voting booth in the election of those best fit-

ted to administer the schools to whose care the children must be com-
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mited for the greater part of the day. The mothers yield their children,

wheri they are at the most impressionable age, to the public schools. It

is manifestly right that they should have a voice in the selection of those

who manage and control the schools.

IV. As members of the Board of Education, women, who constitute

the majority of the intelligent leisure cla»s of every community, have

besides the incentive of their deep interest in the children, much better

opportunities than men to visit the schools, to inspect there the sanitary

conditions of plumbing, water supply, heating and ventilating, and to

acquaint themselves with and correct wrong methods of teaching and

disciplining pupils, and to rectify any other defects of educational policy

that may appear.

V. Throughout our own State the interest of women in the condi-

tion of our schools is deepening. The Kentucky Federation of Women's
Clubs, an organization representing five thousand women, at their annual

meeting in Bowling Green last summer instructed their committee on

education to present a bill to this IvCgislature asking for an extension of

school suffrage to all women in this State. Other State organizations of

women equally strong earnestly favor this progressive movement.

Unprejudiced testimony to the splendid results of school suffrage in

communities in all parts of our nation where it has had the best oppor-

tunity to show its value is found in Volume II. (1896) of the report of

Hon. W. T. Harris, National Commissioner of Education. Inquiries

regarding the influence of women upon the schools were sent to the State

Superintendents of those States granting full school suffrage to their

women. A few typical statements from their replies are here quoted-

The State Superintendent of Michigan says; "No intellligent man in

Michigan, who has the best interests of schools at heart, has any desire

to deprive women of this right."

The State Superintendent of Minnesota says: "In several of our cities

ladies have been members of boards of education and have shown good

business qualifications and have exerted an elevating influence upon the

school boards and the schools themselves. '

'

The State Superintendent of Wisconsin says: "Women have made
efficient school officers and the State and the school sjstem have cer-

tainly gaind by the extension of these privileges to woman."
The State Superintendent of Kansas says: "Kansas has had for a

number of years a law permitting women to vote and be voted for by
members of school boards. No objections have ever been raised against

their voting. The mother, having a more tender feeling for her offspring,

has been brought in contact with the workings of the schools and as a

result her interest has gone out from the home to the schools, and conse-

quently the schools have been made better."

From Nebraska, New Jersey, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Wyoming, New
York, Illinois, Indiana, Massachusetts, Connecticut and many other
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States come equally commendatory expressions of the results of women's
participation in the school elections.

Can it be justly said that the women of Lexington whose work in

the establishing and maintenance of a splendid free library, free hospital,

orphan's homes and innumerable other public institutions, is knowti

throughout the State and outside of its bounds, are not competent to

exercise as beneficent an influence upon public education as have the

women in these States cited above ? Since when and by what means
have Kentucky women become more indiffent to duty or have become
less capable of discharging it than the women of Michigan, Illinois. New
Jersey, Wyoming and Minnesota?

The repeal of the law granting school suffrage to women in cities of

the second class would be a marked reflection on the intelligence and
public spirit of Kentucky women. We appeal to you, the honored legis.

lators of Kentucky, selected to guard the best interests of all the citizens,

to protect the women of L/exington in their right of school suffrage.

Mrs. John Reid.

Mrs. Sarah H. Allen.

Mrs. Laura F. Shropshire.

Miss Lizzie Halstead.

Mrs J. W McGarvy.
Mrs. V. M. Alexander.

Miss Kva C. Stevenson.

Mrs. M. B. Saunders,

Mrs. N. C. Terrill.

Miss Mary D. Sharpe.

Mrs. M. A. Ballard.

Mrs. Carrie Hanson.

Miss Anna Totten.

Mrs Susan Shelby.

Mrs. Harrison Garman.
Mrs. G. A. Belong.

Mrs. Sarah Rogers.

Mrs. Mat Walton.

Mrs. R. G. Elliott.

Mrs. Hart Boswell.

Mrs. Thomas Bradley.

Dr. Julia Washburn.
Mrs. James P. Headly.

Mrs. T. B. Hay.

Mrs. Shelby T. Harbison.

Mrs. J. Withers Smith.

Mrs. Clarence Mathews.

Mrs. Joseph Clark

Mrs. Hart Gibson.

Mrs. Louisa Bruce.

Mrs Helen J. Berryman.

Mrs. Wood G. Dunlap.

Miss Anna F. Didlake.

Mrs. Lewis F. Burton,

Mrs. Stanley Milward.

Mrs. Mary D. Short.

Mrs. Wm. J. Loughridge

Miss Mattie Hutchinson.

Miss Annie McElhinny.

Mrs M. H. Hodges.

Mrs. M. K. Robinson.

Mrs John M. Clay.

Mrs. Robt. Berry.

Mrs. Wm. Threlkeld.

Mrs. Virgil McClure.

Miss Laura Rogers.

Mrs. James White.

Mrs. M. J. Durham.
Mrs. Elizabeth Scott.

Mrs, Fannie Barnes.

Mrs. Ella F. Williamson.

Mrs. D, G. Falconer.

Mrs. G. W. Darnall.

Mrs. Wilbur R Smith
Miss Zelinda Neville.

Mrs. M, L Moore.

Mr. J. H, Overstreet.

Mrs. Wm. C. Goodloe.

Mrs. Charlton Morgan.

Mrs. H. H. Gratz.

Miss Ella Williams.

Miss Sue B. Scott.

Miss Nannie Bush;

Miss Margaret Shaw.

Mrs. Wellington Payne.

Mrs Wallace Searles.

Miss Katherine Pettit.

Mrs. George Denny.

Mrs. George Didlake.

Miss Lillie Robinson.

Mrs. Jere Morton.

Mrs Frances E.Beauchamp
Mrs M. A. Harrison.

Mrs. J. C. Taylor.

Mrs. James Todd.

Mrs. WicklifTe Preston.

Mrs Lee Huffman.

Mrs, Alex G. Dunlap,

Mrs. Roger Williams,

Mrs. Edith Cox.

Mrs S. R. West Marshall.

Mrs. A. S. Winston.

Mrs. Clarence Egbert.

Mrs. J. A. Stucky.

Mrs. Milford White.

Mrs. Hamilton Scott,

Mrs. B. L. Coleman.



Mrs. Desha Breckinridge.

Mrs. G. D. Kelly.

Mrs. Percy Scott.

Mrs. W. McClure.

Mrs. J. S. Tompkins.

Mrs. Thomas H. Clay.

Miss Fannie M. Anderson.

Mrs. Maggie Clark.

Mrs. M. T. Scott.

Mrs. Euginia D. Potts.

Mrs. . Kate Bronaugh.

Mrs. H. C. McDowell.

Mrs. James H. Mulligan.

Mrs. Wm. A. Gunu.
Mrs. KUen D. Payne.

Mrs. M. A. Ketchum.
Miss Ivucretia H. Clay.

Miss Fannie D White.

Mrs. R. P. Stoll.

Mrs. Minor Simpson.

Mrs. Richard Arnspiger.

Miss Laura Clay.

Mrs. F. A. Cramer.

Miss Julia McDowell.
Mrs. William McDowell.
Mrs. Alice h. Carpenter.

Mrs E. O. Hiatt.

Mrs. A. D. Willetts.

Mrs. James B. Clay.

Mrs. Mark Collis,

Mrs. James E. Pepper.

Mrs. Mary C. Roark.

Mrs. Phillip Grinstead.

Mrs. Henry Bewley.

After the Klair Bill had passed the lyower House and

was pending in the Senate the following letter was sent to the

Senators.

APPEAL OF THE WOMEN OF LEXINGTON TO THE LEGISLATORS
OF KENTUCKY.

It is stated by those favoring the Klair School Suffrage Bill that the

women of I^exington do not want school suffrage. This statement is

made in the face of the fact that more than eight hundred of the best

class of white women—in which number the white Republican women are

not included—attested their desire in October, 1901, by placing their

names upon the registration books; and this, although the regi. tration

places were intentionally placed in negro cabins, barber shops and livery

stables
;
although no women were permitted to serve as officers of regis-

tration as in preceding years
;

although an effort was made by local pol-

iticians to get out an objectionable class of women in order to bring

school suffrage into disrepute. Owiug to these facts and the absence of

any special issue, the registration of white women in 1901 was smaller

than in any preceding year since the granting of school suffrage to

women.
The statement that the white women of Lexington do not want the

school suffrage is made in the face of the fact that an executive commit-

tee, representing organizations comprising three thousand white women
of Lexington and Fayette County, delegated by those associations to

carry on the work, have been engaged for several weeks in an agitation

against the proposed repeal of the suffrage privilege. To a memorial

put forth by this committee the names of one hundred conservative

women were signed.

The suffrage is desired not, as stated by the local politicians, by a

few leading club women alone, but by a large number of conservative

women, by the mothers of children in the public schools and by those

intelligent women whose interest in public affairs has been proven year

after year, as above stated by the registration books. On the contrary
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the opposition to the school suffrage for women proceeds from a few

local politicians, and their statements that it is not desired by the com-

munity at large, not by the white women of Lexington, are entirely

unsupported by proof.

We the women of Lexington, appeal to you, the Legislators of the

State of Kentucky, to protect us in a right already granted us. We ask

this as citizens, as tax-payers, as mothers of children in the public schools.

We ask it believing that the participation of women in the management
of the public schools is for the best interests of the children in those

schools and of the community at large. What man among you is there

who believes that women are not capable of being the teachers of chil-

dren, or who would cast a vote to deprive women of the right to teach

in the public schools ? If then you believe women capable of teaching

your children, do you not also believe them capable of exercising a wise

and wholesome effect in the management of schols? We have been

taught that the Legislators of our vState were ever ready to protect and
uphold the rights of the women of Kentucky. In this assurance, we,

the women of Lexington, earnestly desiring that the privilege of school

sulT'age be not taken from us, appeal to you to protect us in this right.

After the final defeat of our efforts the Executive Com-
mittee published the following statement:

Statement of the Executive Commfttee for the Retention of

School Suffrage.

School suffrage for women of cities of the second class has been

repealed. Since the repeal was earnestly opposed by the women of the

second class cities, and since school suffrage for women in general has

been endorsed within the last year by the State conventions of the prin-

cipal organizations of women, whose objects at all include public inter-

ests—the Federations of Women's Clubs, the Woman's Christian Tem-
perance Union and the Equal Rights Association—the repeal is a notab'e

event in the history of the school laws; and, in the interests of public

education in Kentucky, deserving all the information this committe can

give concerning the circumstances amending it.

The repeal originated with the Democratic organization of Lexing-

ton; and Representative Klair early announced that it would be carried

by a party vote in the General Assembl}^ So it proved; it was intro-

duced in the House and 65 out of 74 Democrats voted for it, eight being

absent or not voting, and Hon. J. W. Kennedy voting against it in

response to a protest from his constituents; and 19 out of 26 Republic-

ans voting against it, six being absent or not voting, and one voting with

the Democrats, because, it is reported, he said he could not afford to

lose the help of the Committee on Municipalities for a bill of his own.

The bill did not receive a moment's discussion on its merits in either

house.

The efforts of the women to resist the repeal are too recent to need
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more than a brief mention. As there is no organization among them to

meet such an exigency as an attack from their city's representative upon
a franchise they valued and used beneficially for the schools, they were
at an immense disadvantage to voice their protest. Even the knowledge
that such a repeal was contemplated, never having been announced in

print, spread slowly and indefinitely among them from the accidental

conversation of one or two women with the city's legislators. As soon

as the report was verified, the Woman's Club, the Woman's Christian

Temperance Union and the Equal Rights Association appointed a joint

executive committee to devise and put in operation means to resist the

repeal. They in turn appointed a committee of one hundred and more
leading women, chosen without regard to their polictical preferences,

but representing mothers whose children attended the public schools,

the tax-payers and the philanthropy and public spirit of Lexington

Women

.

A memorial to the General Assembly was carefully prepared, urging

the reasons why women should retain school suffrage, and signed by the

committees. Mrs. A. M. Harrison was delegated to go to Frankfort, and

she appeared before the House Committee on Municipalities, which had

the Klair bill under consideration. She explained the fact that for the

first time at the last election there had been a larger registration of col-

ored women than that of white ones by stating that the negroes had been

muc'h aroused by the fear of the appointment of a colored man whom
they disliked very much as principal of their schools; and she made an

admirable address, in which the rights of mothers to a voice in the man-

agement of schools, the beneficial results of their suffrage in lycxington

and the commendations of women's school suffrage in other States by

the highest educational authorities, were ably set forth. Representative

Klair made it clear that the record of the one School Board to which

some women were elected was commendable, when, trying to turn the

force of Mrs. Harrison's augument that the mother sex would be deprived

of a voice in the control of the schools, he pointed out that the Bill

retained women's elegibility to election to the School Board. Mrs. Har-

rison presented the memorial signed by the committee of one hundred.

But the Bill was reported favorably and was passed in the House by the

vote mentioned.

Strong in their sense of justice of their cause, the women were not

deterred from efforts to defeat it in the Senate. A committee was in-

structed to see the Democratic Committee of Lexington and Fayette

County, and beg their influence to stay the repeal; but after several day's

trial they failed to obtain an interview, as all their efforts to do so were

persistently evaded.

In the meanwhile, the women had published in The Herald opinions

of many prominent citizens, men and women, and other articles favor-

ing their school suffrage; and each Senator was supplied with a copy.

At this time the women hoped the Klair Bill might be amended so
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as to retain the fraiichise for those who could read and write intelligently,

as the large registration of illiterate women at the last election had been

argued as a reason for the repeal. In this hope several Democratic

gentlemen of lyexington were seen, and expressed themselves as satis-

fied with such a solution of the question; and its constitutionality was
affirmed in a legal opinion given in an editorial in The Herald. Senator

Allen said he preferred an educational qualification to a repeal, that he

would present such an amendment in the Senate and was confident he could

carry it. Representative Klair also said that if the amendment passed

the Senate he would carry it through the House. The women had the

bill prepared by a lawyer, incorporating the amendment agreed upon,

but in a few days Senator Allen wrote that he had received so many pro-

tests against the amendment that he should have to support the bill as

it passed the House.

The women prepared another appeal, and placed it on the desk of

each Senator, in which they refuted the statement that the white women
did not want school suffrage by referring to the agitation they had main-

tained for weeks against the Klair Bill, and by showing that 800 white

women, not including other hundreds of Republican white women, had

registered at the last election, although the registration places had been

intentionally placed in negro cabins, barber shops and livery stables,

and although no women were appointed to serve as officers of registra-

tion, as in previous years.

Another delegation visited Frankfort to appear before the Senate

Committee on Education. Mrs Frances E. Beauchamp spoke first, and

made a graceful and convincing address, refuting the objections that had

been rumored to have been made against school suffrage, and showing

the benefits that had accrued to the schools from women's voting. She

was followed by Judge Jere R. Morton, who announced himself as a life-

long Democrat, and made a strong speech, saying he had found a very

large majority of the professional men of Lexington in favor of the

woman's franchise, that he had heard of no movement among women
requesting its repeal, while those who were pleading for its retention

were worthy of confidence as representatives of the best element of the

citizens. He argued that it was unjust and foreign to all idea of progress

to repeal a law which had not yet been given a sufficient trial to allow a

judgment of its merits. Senator Allen made a speech in favor of the

repeal. Mrs. A. M. Harrison closed the hearing with the plea that women
should not receive what must seem an affront to them in the eyes of the

world, by the repeal of a franchise which, when exercised by the women
in other States, had succeeded beyond expectation in the advancement of

education.

It has been suggested that a petition signed by a majority of the

intelligent white women voters would have induced the Senate to defeat

the,Bill. The women thought of such a petition and had every reason
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to believe that it would have been signed by a very large majority; but

Senator Allen was asked if a petition from any number of women would
alter his actions, and he answered that it would not, as he had satisfied

himself of what were their wishes. In his speech before the Senate Com-
mittee he said he had got a friend to go out and secure names of women
who did not want to vote, and she had brought back thirty names from

one precinct and knew of sixty more who thought the same way, but did

not care to put their names down. As none of these names were pub-

lished, the public had no means of judging whether those women were

influenced by partisan views or by the broader views announced by the

women who made their protest public. There is no reason to believe

that a petition, however numerously signed, would have served any pur-

pose. No indication ever appeared that the controling majority in

either house would be affected by any appeal from the women against the

wishes of the Legislators from Lexington; and they were decided in their

action by those members of the Democratic organization who were not

willing to allow the franchise to be retained, even with an educational

qualification.

In the light of the result, it appeared that all the protests of the

women never induced the majority of the promoters of the repeal to con-

sider any other aspects of the question than the mere partisan advantage

they sought to gain.

Whatever grief and humiliation the women who valued the franchise

may suffer at being bereft of it, they desire to subordinate their feelings

in this review to a presentation of some facts which show that their loss

is but a part of the injury to the larger interests of the State.

Twenty -three States— Kansas, Wyoming, Michigan, Minnesota, Col-

rado, New Hampshire, Oregan, Massachusetts, New York, Vermont,

Nebraska, Wisconsin, North Dakota, South Dakota, Montana, Arizona,

New Mexico, Connecticut, Illinois, Ohio, Utah, Idaho and Delaware—
covering a very large part of the United States which has made conspic-

uously better progress in overcoming illiteracy than our own State, have

adopted school suffrage for women with results so favorable to education

through the enlistment of their responsible interest, as to call forth the

testimony of high and unprejudiced authorities. In Kentucky a lim-

ited school suffrage for women has been the policy of the State since the

establishment of its school system in 1838, as in rural districts widows

with children of school age have always been allowed to vote for school

trustees. In 1890 the constitutional convention gave the General Assem-

bly such power in regard to school suffrage as to permit its extension to

women and to require qualifications for its exercise, either by men or

women. In 1894 a Democratic General Assembly granted school suffrage

to women of cities of the second class. For seven years they used it

with that constantly increasing interest resulting so favorably in other

States. And now it has been withdrawn, because at one registration in

one city there was a majority of the illiterate and non-taxpaying class.
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The General Assembly has authority to throw around this franchise

such qualifications of education or of tax-paying as it may deem advis-

able. Clothed with these powers, it was not necessary to ignore the pro-

tests of tay-paying, law abiding, intelligent women, and to depart from

the grand principle of maintaining the greatest freedom of every class,

compatible with the good of all, by a sweeping repeal of a franchise

By so doing it has receded from what has been the Democratic policy

throughout the school history of the State; and has checked one of the

most hopeful movements for the stimulation among the people of a

healthful and much needed interest in their public schools.

Mrs. M. T. Scott.

Mrs. Mary C. Roark.
Mrs. MagdeIvIne Brkckinridge.
Mrs. Minor Simpson.

Mrs. Kugknia D. Potts.

Mrs. Richard Arnspiger.
^ • Mrs. Frances E. Beauchamp.

Mrs. Henry Bewi,ay.

Mrs. F. a. Cramer.
Miss I^aura Ci,ay.

The gratifying fact that the best people of the State were

on our side gives us confidence to believe that the next Gen-

eral Assembly will extend full school suffrage to all the women
of Kentucky. lyAURA Clay,

Chairman lyCgislative Commmittee.

MINUTES OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.

By vote of the Executive Committee in April, 1900, $5
was appropriated to the Corresponding Secretary, $5 to the

Press Superintendent, $6 40 to the Press Superintendent by

donation from the Newport H. R. A., $3 to Mrs. Grinstead

for expenses to Frankfort incurred in carrying the petition;

there having been no State Convention in 1900.

In May, 1901, the Kxecutive Committee elected by circu-

lar letter, to the National Convention at Minneapolis, as fol-

lows: Miss Mary B. Clay, Member of Executive Committe;

Miss lyaura S. Bruce, Mrs. Mary C. Cramer. A vote was
also taken to pay the remaining salary of the Corresponding

Secretary to June, 1901; to appropriate $15 for the use of the

Press Superintendent.



(20)

Newport, Ky., June 22, 1903.

The Executive Committee met at the residence of Mrs.

Roebuck, with the following members present: Miss Clay,

Mrs. Isabella H. Shepard, Mrs. N. S. McLaughlin and Mrs.

Emma M. Roebuck.

Delegates selected for the National Convention in New
Orleans, in March, 1903, were:

Mrs. S. M. Hubbard, Hickman, Ky.

Mrs. N. S. McEaughlin, Covington, Ky.

Mrs. E. M. Roebuck, Neport, Ky.

On motion of Mrs. Shepard it was decided that we adopt

the resolution of the last convention, that the first alternate

fill the first vacancy, the second alternate the second vacancy,

etc. The alternates selected were:

First alternate, Mrs. Eaidley, Covington, Ky.

Second Alternate, Miss E. S. Bruce, Lexington, Ky.

Third alternate, Prof. W. S. Giltner, Covington, Ky.

Fourth alternate, someone from Louisville, Ky.

Moved and carried that the Treasurer write to the five

delinquent Associations and two State members to send in

their dues before the National Convention in March.

Moved and carried that the Treasurer send Miss Annie

Miller $30, being the salary due her as Corresponding Secre-

tary for the last half of the year 1902.

Moved and carried that since we have had no State Con-

vention and the minutes of the last convention not yet printed,

the report of the Treasurer, of the Corresponding Secretary

and the minutes of this Executive Committee Meeting be

printed in the minutes.

Committee rose. Emma M. Rokbuck,
Recording Secretary.
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REPORTS OF ASSOCIATIONS FOR 1902.

CAMPBELL COUNTY, EQUAL RIGHTS ASSOCIATION

Has held monthly meetings. At the beginning of the year we had

eleven paid up members. In march 1902, Miss Gail lyaughlin lectured

for us, and twenty- one new members were added. Miss lyaughlin lect-

ured to the pupils and teachers of our high school. We worked hard to

retain school suffrage. Two of our delegates voted against the Klair Bill.

Our Society takes the Women's Journal and distributes literature. We
have thirty members—among them six gentlemen..

Bmma Rokbuck, President.

ASHLAND

Sends |4.20, dues. Reports no decrease in interest.

COVINGTON.
Twentieth Century Club sends $17.50 for dues Worked hard to

retain school suffrage. Reports increase in interest and good work
accomplished.

KENTON COUNTY.

Pays dues promptly. Did faithful work to defeat Klair Bill. Re-

ported 1143 white women registered at last election.

FRANKFORT.

Pays dues promptly. Much interest felt by the members,

HICKMAN.

Distributes Literature. Pays dues. No abatement in loyalty to our

cause.

LANCASTER.

Increased realization of need of ballot for women in fighting saloons.

Pays dues. Ready for greater effort in future.

RICHMOND.

Pays $25.00 dues. Doing good work.

LOUISVILLE.

Sends dues. A great suffrage revival expected soon. The women in

the various philanthropic orginizations see the need of the ballot in

order to carry out their purposes.

LEXINGTON.

Reports lectures from Mrs. Catt and Miss Gail Laughlin. Did hard

work to retain school suffrage.

An open meeting was held on June 30, 1902, for considering what

action the Equal Rights Association should take to present the interests

of women to the Board of Trustees of the State College. A committee
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was appointed to act with a similar committee from the W. C. T. U. in

asking the Board of Trustees of State College, that the girl's domitory be

built without further delay, that the three women supervisors required in

the dormitory Legislative act be appointed at once so they could advise

in the details of the building; that a Dean of women be appointed and

that a department of Domestic Science be mar'e a part of the curriculum.

This plan was carried into effect the next day, Miss Laura Clay serving

as spokesman for the joint committee. Reports the death of a noble

friend of women and an honored member, Dr. Lyman B. Todd. A grow-

ing increase in members and interest is noticed. Dues are paid promptly.

Literature distributed.
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Treasurer's Report, 1901-1902.

RECEIPTS.
January 1, 1903.

To Balance $ 95 00

Mrs. Cantrill, Donation Legislative Work | 5.00
Miss Laura Clay, Donation 25.00
Mrs. Giltner, Donation State Work 5.00
Mrs. Wolcott, " " 1.00
Twentieth Century Club, Donation State Work 5.00
Newport K. R. Association, " *' *' 5.00

" Fund 5.00
Mrs. Bennet, Donation 10.00
Mrs. M. B. Clay, " 6.65
Miss Laura Clay, ** .. 6.65

* 30— 74 60

For Miss Laughlin's Expenpes.

Miss Laura Clay 42.59
Covington 3.50
Lancaster 3.50
Richmond 2.50

Annual Dues from Local Associations.

Ashland 4.20

Covington Twentieth Century Club 17.50
Kenton County E. R. Association 2.45

Frankfort 3.50
Hickman 2.00

Lancaster 2.10

Lexington 31.50
Louisville 6.50

Newport 10.50
Richmond 25.00—105 25

Total $327 42

DISBURSEMENTS.

By Amount Paid Mrs. Catt $ 25 00
*' ** Programmes 2 50

Traveling Expenses, Mrs. M. B. Clay $6.65

Miss Laura Clay 6.65

Mrs. Roark 4.80

Mrs. Cramer 4.80— 22 90

Salary, Miss Annie Miller 60 00

Annual Dues to National Association (300 members) 30 00

Miss Laughlin's Expenses $14.59

Salary, two weeks 37.50— 52 09

$ 192 49

Balance 134 93

Total $ 327 42









MINUTES

OF THE

FotirteentH Annual Convention

OF

THe RentucKy Equal

Rig^Kts Association
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Guild Hall
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Covington, Ky*
November 11-12. 1903

'<IfYe Abide in Word ' Ye SHall Know
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OFFICERS

—OF—

THE KENTUCKY EQUAL RJQHTS ASSOCIATION.

President.

Miss Laura Ci.ay Lexington, Ky.

First Vice-President.

Mrs. Mary B. Ci,ay Richmond, Ky.

Second Vice-President.

^ Mrs. Mary C. Cramer. Lexington, Ky.

Third Vice-President,

Mrs. N. S. McLaughwn, ioii Scott St Covington, Ky.

Corresponding Secretary.

Mrs. Mary C. Roark Lexington, Ky.

Recording Secretary.

Mrs. Emma M. Roebuck, 112 W. Front St Newport, Ky.

Treasurer.

MRSi ISABEI.1.A Shepard, 31 K. i2th St Covington, Ky.

Superintendents.

Bible Study.

Mrs. Ki^i-EN V. Gibson Richmond, Ky.

Press Work.

Mrs. L. C. Obenchain Bowling Green, Ky.

National Enrollment a7id Petition Work.

Mrs. S M. Hubbard Hickman, Ky.

Work Among Young People.

Mrs. John Burk Newport, Ky.

Advancement of Women's Work.

Miss Anna Morgan Newport, Ky.

Political Study.

Mrs. a. M. Harrison Lexington, Ky.

Literature.

Mrs. Susan Look Avery Louisville, Ky.

Educational Opportunitiesfor Women.

Mrs. Carowne Leech Louisville, Ky.

State Historian

Miss Hai.i,ie Herndon Frankfort, Ky.



MINUTES
OF THE

FOURTEENTH ANNUAL CONVENTION
OF

THE KENTUCKY EQUAL RIGHTS ASSOCIATION,

TRINITY CHURCH, COVINGTON, KY.,

November ii and 12, 1903.

EXECUTIVE and PLAN OF WORK COMMITTEE MEETING,
NOVEMBER nth, AT 9 A. M.

The President, Miss Laura Clay in the Chair.

The Committee decided to recommend the following plan of

work to the convention:

That we continue our efforts to obtain school suffrage from the

leg:islature, for all women in the state.

That we ask for Presid^tial suffrage for women.

That we endeavor to obtain for mothers the co-guardianship of

minor children, equal with fathers.

That we ask for a bill making it mandatory to appoint women
on the Board of Trustees of the State College.

That we pay to our Press Superintendent a salary of $5.00 a

month as long as there are free will offerings sufficient.

That we elect a Corresponding Secretary who lives in the same

city as the State President.

That if there are sufficient free w^ill offerings, the state employ

Dr, Francis Wood for a month's lecturing throughout the state.

That as many news letters be sent to the local presidents as

they will distribute.

That we appoint a State Historian.

That we amend Article 6 of the constitution, and put the office

of State Historian next to that of State Organizer.

That the delegates to the National Convention go uninstrudled

as to what pledge of money shall be made to the N. A. W. S. A.

That we incorporate the State Association.

That if the State Association succeeds in raising a club of 25

new subscribers to the Woma?i' s Journal, the disposition of the same



be left to the choice of the local Associations, whether it shall be

put in the state treasury or returned to the locals proportionately to

the number of subscribers they send

That we leave the adoption of the plan of Mrs. Hackstaff,

Chairman of the Committee on Enrollment of the N. A. W. S. A.,

to the choice of each local association.

That we adopt the plan of the Chairman of the Committee on

Increase of Membership of the N, A. W. S. A. (See reports.)

Committee rose.

HORNING SESSION.

Convention called to order at ten o'clock by the President, Miss

Laura Clay.

Scriptural reading by Mrs. Elizabeth Cook, followed with a

prayer by the President.

Moved that the program be made the order of business.

The Chair appointed the following committees :

Credentials—Mrs. S. M. Hubbard ; Finance—Mrs. N. S.

McLaughlin
;

Auditing—Mrs. Alice H. White; Courtesies—Mrs.

Mary E. Giltner
;

Subscription to WoiJian' s Journal—Mrs. Jennie

Cleveland; Subscriptions to Progress—Mrs. Ida M. Beck.

Resolutions Committee consisted of one member from each local

association represented.

Minutes of the Executive meeting, January, 1903, were read.

Report of circular letters from the President to members of the

Executive Committee, in which vote w^as taken to pay $20.00 to

Press Superintendent for postage and stationer}^ $25.00 for the

Woman's Council at Lexington, and the invitation was accepted

from the 20th Century Club to hold the convention in Covington.

Report of the chairman of the Woman's Council at the Lexing-

ton Chatauqua was read by Mrs. Mary C. Cramer and accepted.

Moved that the plan of work recommended by the Executive

Committee be considered seriatim.

Moved that we pay the Press Superintendent, Mrs. L. C. Oben-

chain, a salary of $5.00 a month, provideed there are free-will

offerings sufficient.

Moved that we elect a Corresponding Secretarj^ who resides in

the same city from which the President is elected.

Moved that the State Association employ Dr. Francis Wood
2



for a month's lecturing throughout the state, provided there are

sufficient free-will offerings.

Moved that as many Kentucky H. R. A. news letters be sent to

each local president as they will distribute.

Moved that each local president send news items to the state

president for the news letters

Moved that, in accordance with the recommendation of the

National Association, we appoint a State Historian.

Moved to amend Article 6 of the constitution and put the office

of State Historian next to that of State Organizer, thereby giving

her a seat in the convention. Passed unanimously.

Moved that we incorporate the State Association.

Moved that a committee be appointed to inquire into the details

of incorporation and report before the convention adjourned. Chair

appointed Mrs. Isabella Shepard and Mrs. N. S. Mclvaughlin for

this committee.

Moved that we continue our petition to the General Assembl}^

to grant school suffrage to all women.

The delegates from the Fayette E. R. A. having been instru(5led,

presented the following resolution : "Recognizing the menace to

good government of our present illiterate vote, we recommend to

the State Equal Rights Association that it hereafter asks for suffrage

for women with an educational qualification.

Moved that we accept the recommendation of the Fayette E.

R. A. Passed unanimously.

Convention adjourned until 2 o'clock.

AFTERNOON SESSION.

Convention resumed at 2 o'clock.

Mrs. S. M. Hubbard led the devotional excercises.

Minutes of the morning session read and approved.

Reports of the Superintendents of Press Work, of Literature

and of the Advancement of Woman's Work were read and accepted.

Report of the Member of the Executive Committee of the N.

A. W. S. A. was read and accepted.

As Mrs. Kate Trimble Wolsey was not present to address the

convention as appeared on the program, Mrs. N. S. McLaughlin
read a paper by Mrs. Wolsey, which was much enjoyed.

Mrs. Sarah Schrader of the Cincinnati 20th Century Club ad-

dressed the convention and spoke most entertainingly on Lucy Stone.
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Miss Laura Clay, our State President gave her annual address.

She said in part:

"There are distinct advances on several lines in the State Association.

One of them is printing the Kentucky Equal Rights AVri'j Letter. It is not

intended to make this letter a newspaper depending on subscriptions. \Ve

desire to encourage our members to subscribe to the Woman'' s Jourtial, which
has in it the National column, the official organ of the N. A. W. S. A., aud to

Progress, a small sheet published by the N. A. W. S. A., and of which free

copies, equal to the number of subscribers, are sent to editors, ministers,

college professors and other influential persons. f= ^ ^ por the first

time our Association has made a systematic use of one of our large Summer
Chatauqua Assemblies. Under the able management of ;Mrs. Mary C. Roark,

the State and the Fayette E. R. A.'s combined to hold a Woman's Council

through the whole session of the Lexington Chatauqua. * * * Everywhere
there is a growing conviction that our question is a live question of the day I

believe that ours is really the most popular reform of the day. What we need

is organization. * * * * We aj-g happy to K-elcome into our ranks the

Jessamine E. R. A., organized on Nov. 2nd."

Report of committee on credentials was received and accepted.

The convention returned to the consideration of the suggestions

of the committee on Plan of Work.

The courtesies of the floor were extended to Mrs. Sarah Schra-

der, and she was invited to take part in the discussions.

Moved that co-guardianship, of father and mother, of minor

children, shall be one of the bills asked from the Legislature.

Moved that we ask the Legislature for Presidential suffrage

Moved that we ask the Legislature to make it mandatory to

have women on the Board of Trustees of the State College.

It was decided that the distribution of the premium on the

state club of the JVo?na?i's Journal shall be awarded to the local

association which obtained the subscribers.

Moved that we adopt the plan of the chairman of the committee

on Increase of Membership of the N. A. W. S. A.

The chairman of this committee advises that the requirements of member-

ship in local Suffrage Associations shall be simplified, so as to throw no duties

upon the individual who does not care to assume them, except those which can-

not be delegated. All other necessary ones for maintaining organization should

be performed by official members, with such aid from the otlitrs as may be given

of free will. An analysis shows that there is but one duty which cannot be

delegated to officers; and that is to "stand up aud be counted" by subscribing

to our principles and by paying annual dues.

The chairman recommends, therefore :

The local clubs adopt this simple requirement as the sole obligation of an
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unofficial member; the member agreeing, in order to spare the treasurer the ap-

pearance of importunity, that the dues for each year may be asked for until paid,

or the year closes. No back dues should be collected.

Also, that the duties of local officers shall be simplified. Where there is

difficulty in maintaining frequent meeting", only one meeting annually ^ior the

election of officers and the transaction of other business, shall be obligatory.

Of course they may undertake any other meetings or work the}- may de-

sire and consider feasible with the resources they have at hand; but they should

direct their chief activity to increasing the mtniter? hip. In dcirg tliis or any

other work, they may freely ask aid from unofficial members; taking care to be

moderate in their expectations, and to use tact in asking what is likely to be

congenial to the person ssked; and also remembering that the member so asked

is perfectly free to decline.

The officers shall collect the dues; and all of them, especially the treasurer,

should be strongly imbued with a sense of the dignity and importance of this

duty, since without a careful collection of dues, all the efforts of the club to

increase the "argument of numbers" will be thwarted.

They should co-operate as for as possible v^ith the plans of the State and

National Association. To promote mutual helpfulnef^s between the State and

local associations, it is recommended: That State officers shall keep in touch

with local clubs by quarterly or monthly letters, constantly inculcating that in-

creasing membership is their most indispensible service. That they shall maintain

work for education and agitation by a vigorous use of the newspaper press, un-

der the superintendency of the National Press Committee; by a systematic

distribution of literature; and by sending a speaker and organizer at least once

a year, and as much oftener as practicable, throughout the State. In these

efforts they should ask the co-operation of the officers of the local clubs, as far

as practicable.

Adjourned until lo o'clock Thursda}^ morning.

Thursday florning, Nov. 12.

Executive Committee met Thursday morning at 9 o'clock.

After reading a letter from Mrs. Carrie Chapman Catt, present-

ing the subje(5l of Child Labor, it was decided unadvisable to recom-

mend any action on the subject to the convention.

Convention called to order at 10 o'clock.

Devotional exercises led by Mrs. Mary R. Paterson.

Minutes of previous session read and approved.

Report of State Treasurer, Mrs. Isabella H. Shepard, was re-

ceived and the books placed in the hands of the Auditing Committee.

Letter was read from the Corresponding Secretary, Miss Annie
Miller, who was unable to attend the convention. She regretted

this, and thought that this important office should be filled by a
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woman with time for the work. She expressed her appreciation of

the cordiality of the members everywhere to herself.

Letters of greeting were read from our National Honorary Pres-

ident, Susan B. Anthony, calling attention to the celebration of the

birthday of Elizabeth Cady Stanton, and to the history of Woman's
Suffrage; also from our National Treasurer, Harriet Taj^lOr Upton.

Letter was read from the national committee on the celebration

of Lucy Stone's birthday, August 13th.

The President urged all to use the vsuffrage stamps on envelopes

of their letters.

Reports from the local associations were:

Mrs, Mary R. Paterson ^ave a verbal report of what Lancaster had done.

Mrs.S- M. Hubbard gave an encouraging report of work doneat Hickman.
Mrs. Alice White reported awakened interest at Louisville.

Mrs. Mary C. Cramer read report from the Fayette E. R. A.

Mrs. N. S. McLaughlin read report of the Covington 20th Ceutury Club.

Mrs. Amanda Stimson read report of the Campbell Co. E. R, A.

Mrs. Isabella Shepard reported from the Kenton Co. E. R. A.

Report of the Corresponding Secretary was read and accepted.

President urged the locals to raise clubs of six for the Wojjian's

Journal, and ten for Progress so as to secure the reduced club rates.

Moved that we take up the election of officers.

Mrs. Mary R. Paterson and Mrs. Mary L. Ogle were appointed

tellers.

The election resulted as follows:

For President, Miss Laura Clay, of Lexington.

The local committee, having announced luncheon was ready, re-

quested that we postpone the remainder of the election until the

afternoon meeting.

^
Adjourned.

Thursday Afternoon.

Convention resumed at 1.30 o'clock.

Devotional exercises conducted by Mrs M. W. Bender, of

Louisville.

Minutes of morning session read and approved.

Convention returned to the election of officers with the follow-

ing results:

First Vice-President, Mrs. Mary B. Clay of Richmond.

Second Vice-President, Mrs. Mary C. Cramer of Lexington.

Third Vice-President, Mrs. N. S. McLaughlin of Covington,



Corresponding Secretary, Mrs. Mary C. Roark of Lexington.

Recording Secretary, Mrs. Emma M. Roebuck of Newport.

Treasurer, Mrs. Isabella H. Shepard of Covington

Chair declared an intermission of five minutes to allow the Ex-

ecutive Committee to nominate superintendents.

The following superintendents were nominated

:

Bible Study, Mrs. Ellen V. Gibson.

Press Work, Mrs. L. C. Obenchain.
National Enrollment and Petition Work, Mrs. S. M. Hubbard.

Work Among Young People, Mrs. John Burk.

Advancement of Woman's Work, Miss Anna Morgan.

Political Study, Mrs. A. M. Harrison.

Literature, Mrs. Susan Look Avery.

Educational Opportunities for Woman, Mrs. Caroline Leech.

State Historian, Miss Hallie Herndon.

The courtesies of the floor were extended to the Rev. Anna
Shaw, and she was made a member of the convention.

Moved that the nominations of the Executive Committee for

Superintendents and State Historiaii be accepted as a whole.

Moved that we nominate our delegates to the National Conven-

tion by acclamation.

The nominations were:

Member of National Executive Committe—Mrs. Mary Giltner,

Covington.

Delegates—Mrs. Mary C. Roark, Lexington ; Mrs. George C.

Avery, Louisville; Mrs. Mary L. Ogle, Covington; Mrs. Sarah

Charles, Newport; Mrs. Mary C. Cramer, Lexington; Mrs. A. C.

Ellis, Covington; Mrs. Ida M, Beck, Covington; Miss Laura Bruce,

Lexington.

As we were entitled to only four delegates they were chosen by
ballot from the nominees, and the balloting resulted as follows:

Mrs. Mary L. Ogle, Covington ; Mrs. Mary C. Cramer, Lex-

ington; Miss Laura Bruce, Lexington; Mrs. Mary C. Roark,

Lexington.

Moved that nominations for alternates be by acclamation.

Nominations for alternates:

Mrs. N. S. McLaughlin, Covington; Mrs.. Sarah Charles,

Newport; Mrs. Ida M. Beck, Covington; Mrs. Mary R. Paterson,
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I^anaster; Prof. Giltner, Covington; Mrs. A. C. Ellis, Covington;

Mrs. M. W. Bender, Louisville.

Nominations closed.

Moved that if, when the delegates arrive in Washington at the

National Convention, there is a vacancy, they have the power to

appoint some member of the Kentucky E R. A. present, to fill the

vacancy.

Moved that the first alternate fill the first vacancy, the second

alternate the second vacancy, etc.
,
including the executive commit-

tee member.

The committee on incorporation reported that Judge James
Tarvin offered to attend to all the business pertaining thereto.

Moved that the convention accept Judge Tarvin's offer and ex-

tend our thanks to him.

The auditing committee presented the following report:

We, the auditing committee, have carefuU}^ examined the

Treasurer's accounts and find them correct.

Alice Harris White,
Mary W. Bender.

Auditing Committee.

Mrs. Drucker, of Cincinnati, was introduced and the courtesies

of the floor were extended to her. She responded and spoke of the

good work done by the Kentucky E. R. A.

Rev. Anna Shaw followed with a decidedlj^ entertaining address

on Elizabeth Cady Stanton.

The convention was pleased at being able to celebrate both

Lucy Stone's and Elizabeth Cad}^ Stanton's birthdays.

The president said it was the poHc}^ of Mrs. Carrie Chapman
Catt, the National President, to recommend to the States to pay

their Corresponding Secretaries a salar}^ and maintain headquarters

where possible. The Kentucky E. R. A. had followed this recom-

mendation for some years in voting a small salary to our correspond-

ing secretar}^, and asked if it was the wish of the convention to con-

tinue this policy.

It was moved that a salary of five dollars a month be paid to

our corresponding secretary, as long as there are free will offerings

enough.

Mrs. S. M. JHubbard moved that the plan of the National En-

rollment Committee, of which Mrs. Priscilla Hackstaff is chairman,
8



be recommended to the attention of the locals, but the action of the

locals which may adopt it shall not make it obligatory upon their

individual officers or unofficial members.

Mrs. Stanton, of Cincinnati, was introduced to the convention,

and the courtesies of the floor were extended to her.

Mrs. N. S. McLaughlin, of Covington, made an appeal for free

will offerings from all members, to pay the salaries of Press Super-

intendent, Corresponding Secretary and Lecturer.

The president explained that the dues were sufficicient for the

absolutely necessary expenses of the Association. But expenses for

salaries, if they were incurred, must be met by offerings from those

who chose to give more than their membership dues. She empha-

sized the point that no one was obliged to give from loyalty to the

association, since it was the distinctly pronounced policy of the

association to make the giving the name and paying annual dues

the sole obligation of the unofficial members.

Free will offerings:

Mrs. S. M. Hubbard $30 00

Mrs. Trimble 2 00

Mrs. Emma Colcamp , 50

Rev. Beasley 50

Mrs E. M. Roebuck i 00

Miss Laura Bruce 20 00

Mrs. S. C. Bennett 10 00

Mrs. Isabella Shepard i 00

Mrs. Laura R. White 10 00

Miss Belle Bennett 5 00

Mrs. Susan Look Avery i 00

Mr. and Mrs. George Handy . 3 00

Mrs. Mary L. Ogle i 00

Mrs. Mary Giltner 5 00

Miss Anna Morgan ... 50

Mrs. Stanton 50

Mrs Alice White . i 00

Mrs. M. W. Bender , i 00

The whole amount wiiich the convention voted for salaries and

organizer, which is to be paid from free will offerings is J195.00.
Mrs. N. S. McLaughlin read Prof. John Burke's address to

the convention, which he was prevented b}^ illness from delivering.
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Moved that we adopt the suggestion of the Plan of Work Com-
mittee and take no action looking toward a legislative bill on child

labor' at this time.

Letter was read from Mrs. Caroline Leech, Superintendent of

Educational Opportunities for Women, quoting opinions of certain

professors on co-education.

Dr. Louise Southgate addressed the convention advocating co-

education.

Moved that the delegates to the National Convention go unin-

structed as to pledging money to the N. A. W. S. A.

Report of committee on resolutions was received through the

chairman, Mrs. M. W. Bender, and it was moved that the resolu-

tion of thanks be read at evening meeting.

Pleasant and encouraging remarks were made bv Mrs. Alice

White, Mrs. Mar}^ Giltner, Mrs. S. M. Hubbard. Mrs A. C. Ellis

and Dr. Southgate.

Mrs. Jennie Cleveland, committee on subscriptions to Woman's

Jouryial reported about ten subscriptions.

Moved by Mrs. Emma F. Colcamp, that the cut flowers pre-

sented to the convention be sent to the Old Ladies' Home, after the

evening session.

Adjourned.

Night Sessions.

Wednesday, eight o'clock.

The evening session was opened with music, both vocal and in-

strumental, by Miss Ella Kruse and Mr. Levassor, after which

Judge James Tarvin in a pleasing speech introduced Rev. Anna
Shaw. The subject of Miss Shaw's address was "A New Ideal in

Democracy," and was most enthusiastically received. After the

lecture a silver collection was taken at the door.

Thursday Night, eight o'clock.

Delightful music again opened the evening's exercises. Judge

James Tarvin spoke of the rights now enjoyed by women here which

were obtained by the work of the Kentucky E. R. A., after which

he again introduced Rev Anna Shaw, who spoke on "Republics.""

Miss Shaw delighted a large audience with manj^ witty anecdotes.

A silver collection was taken at the door.
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fleeting of Executive Committee, Friday, Nov. 13, 1903.

It was decided that the following approprations be made:

. Rev. Anna Shaw's salary $45 00

Stationery for Corresponding Secretary 5 00
" " Recording "

i 00

.

" " Treasurer i 00

Printing of Minutes 1 8 00
" Programs 2 50

For the Frankfort Committee $25.00 was appropriated, and

more if necessary.

Moved that the Treasurer pay the expenses of incorporation.

Moved that the Frankfort Committee be allowed discretion as

to which bill be pushed most, when at the legislature.

Committee adjourned.

Emma M. Roebuck,
Recording Secretary.

REPORTS.
TREASURER'S REPORT FOR 1903.

RECEIPTS.

To Balance, Jan. 1, 1903 , |134 93
Annual dues of Local Associations to Kentucky B. R. A.

Arlington 9 $ 3 15

Ashland 10 3 50
Bow ling Green 10 3 50
Kenton Co. Ass'n...3 1 05
20th Century 80 28 00
Frankfort 12 4 20
Hickman 6 2 10
Lancaster 6 ' 2 10
Lexington 101 35 35
Louisville 20 7 00
Newport 20 7 00
Richmond 73 25 55
State Members 2 2 00 124 50

Total 352 1259 43

DISBURSEMENTS.
By Chatauqua Work $ 25 00

Press Work .' 20 00
Printing Minutes 23 50
Annual dues to National Association 35 20
Incorporation papers, etc 5 00 108 70
Balance, Jan. 1, 1904 150 73

Total $259 43
ISABEI^IvA H. ShEPARD,

Treasurer.
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CORRESPONDING SECRETARY'S REPORT.
FAYKTTE E. R. A.

Fayette E. R. A. has held three open program meetings nnd one business

meeting. The program meetings have been enlivened by music provided by
friends, not necessaril}' members of the Association. Short business sessions

have follow^ed the program meetings. On February 2olh officers were elected.

The Association united with the State Association in holding the Woman's
Council during the Lexington Cliatauqua. Mrs. Mary C. Roark was the efficient

chairman of the Woman's Council Committee, which secured the donation of

the services of the various speakers and made the local arrangements. The
Fayette E. R. A. provided the refreshments for the receptions to the speakers,

and made a loan of the furniture for the tent, and met other local expe'hses.

The Woman's Club of Central Kentucky invited the Equal Rights Association

and the Woman's Christian Temperance Union to unite with it in a petition to

the Board of Trustees of the State College, to appoint a Dean of Women, in full

standing as a member of the faculty, and to establish a department of Domestic

Science. The invitation was accepted. A letter embodying the petition, signed

by the officers of the three associations wa sprepared and mailed to each member
of the Board of Trustees, and after the passage of a few days was given to the

Press. When the Trustees assembled in the city for the regular June meeting a

hearing was asked and granted. Members of the E. R. A. formed a part of the

committee which attended the hearing. We mourn the loss of two much loved

and valuable members in the death of Mrs. Louise Morton Bewlay and Mrs.

Mary Dudley Short. Twenty-four (24) new names have been added to the roll

of membership. Several members take the Woman's Journal and other

Suffrage papers.

TWENTIETH CENTURY E. R. A.

The 2oth Century Club has a membership of eighty, and the regular

meetings have been held at the home of Mrs. Giltner. At one of these meetings

the organization was addressed by Mr. Gunn, on the civic and financial con-

ditions of the city. In January an open meeting was held in honor of Miss

Clay, at which time several members were added. Sent Mrs. McLaughlin as

delegate to the National Convention at New Orleans. A number of social

meetings were held, others than members taking part. Invited the State Con-

vention to Covington as its guest.

ARLINGTON E. R. A.

Dues paid on nine (9) members. Principal work done has l)een distribu-

tion of suffrage literatuie. The members are loyal and true, and ready to an-

swer any call in time of emergency. Owing to g eat distance from Covington,

members find it impossible to attend convention, but are waiting for the wave

of help and encouragement that shall go forth from this body.

JESSAMINE E. R. A.

This organization was the result of a visit by Miss Clay to Nicholasville,

and a parlor meeting in the home of Dr. Wm. Fish, on Nov. 2, 1903. Many
were delighted with the able remarks of Miss Clay, and joined.
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BOWI^ING GREEN E. R. A.

The little daughter of the President sent the report, which, to quote her

literally is: "The Bowling Green E. R. A. does nothing but keep together,

pay dues and distribute literature." Such work persevered in will bring a har-

vest of good to our State and National organizations.

CAMPBEI^L COUNTY K. R. A.

Has held called meetings this last year. Paid dues on twenty members and

cent three delegates to the convention. Have distributed some literature, and

several members take suffrage papers and then hand them to friends.

MADISON E. R. A.

Continues to grow in strength and numbers. Have distributed some literature

and shall try to get some subscribers to the Woman's Journal. Have appointed

delegates to the convention. One new feature of work has been to appoint

three Press Superintendents, one lady for each Richmond paper, and they are

to see that articles favorable to wotuen are printed in these papers. Right new
members have been added. Have paid dues for seventy-one members.

FRANKFORT E. R. A.

Reports twelve paid-up members. Miss Herndon was elected delegate to the

convention.

I.OUISVILI.E E. R. A.

Has paid dues on eighteen meudjers. Some effort has been put forth to secure

new u'embers, and the president, Miss Alice H. White, has been active in the

distribution of literature.

ASHI^AND E. R. A.

This club reports all dues collected, except one. Owing to much illness

Other work could not be done, but the faithful officers will shepherd the flock.

HICKMAN E. R., A.

Paid dues on six members and sent delegates to the convention. Mrs. S. M.
Hubbard of this club sent Miss Clay 125.00 for Slate work.

KENTON COUNTY K R. A.

Still keejis together and pays dues.

LANCASTER
Paid dues on six members and sent delegate to convention.

Respectfully submitted,

Annie MiIvLER, Cor. Sec.

REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT OF PRESS WORK.
Bowling Green, Kv,, Oct. 7, 1903.

My last report was sent off October 3, 1901, so I have the work of two years

to report to you now. The first year, I regret to say, was a very disappointing

one, owing to sickness, death and the loss of a servant who had been a tower

of strength to me for thirteen years. There were times when 1 could do nothing

but send out the weekly articles, and finally even this grass-hopper became a

burden, and I wrote to Miss Clay begging to be relieved of the work, tempo-

rarily, at least Instead she suggested the payment of ^5.00 per month with

which to hire a housegirl. I gladly consented to this arrangement. In spite
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of ni'iny drawbacks I have a gratifying increase in my list of papers. Instead

of 38 there are now 60 papers on my list, which is one-fifth of the newspapers

in the State. In revising the list I encountered the usual difficulty in getting

replies from all the editors. Judging from the replies I ha,ve received from the

editors, these molders of public opinion are men of broad and enlightened views

on the woman question, and when it comes to the battle royal for Equal Rights

the press of Kentucky will give us chivalric aid.

Here are some of the answers that gladden the heart of a press superin-

tendent .

"I am in hearty sympathy with the movement."—Editor Winchester

Sun-Sentinel.

"Send on your articles. It is a step in the right direction.''—The More-

head Mountaineer.

"The Covington Courier will take pleasure in publishing occasional suff-

rage articles, also any news of interest to your organization."

"We shall be pleased to help along the E. R A. by the publication of

your articles,"—Hickman Courier.

"I am only too glad to give publicity at any time to any articles on this

subject. I am for our noble women first, last and all the time. They should

have their rights. We need more of the influence of women in our land."—The

Jackson Hustler.

"Being a firm believer in woman's suffrage, 1 am glad to give space to

your articles "—The Catlettsburg Daily Press.

"I am in sympathy with the movement. Have ])een for years. Send on

your articles."—Greensburg Record.

"It has always given us pleasure to grant the ladies anything on earth

ihey asked for, if in our power, and certainly we would not except the ballot.

In fact, we doubt if it would really be any use to deny them that, if they really

want it. We take pleasure, therefore, in granting your request, and will use

the articles regularly if you care to furnish them."—The Princeton Leader
"I am an advocate of the cause of woman's suffrage, and propose to ad-

vocate it editorially."—Editor the Lexington Gazette.

"I am in full sympathy with your cause, but cannot see my way clear to

use the proffered articles at present. Shall be glad to serve you in any waj'^ we
can."—Editor the New Era.

Other editors, while not wholly in sympathy with the movement are fair

minded enough to give us a hearing. The Glasgow Times, for instance, says :

"We publish the article you send. We would not want to make our paper an

organ of the cause you suggest, but an occasional conservative article would

not be objectionable."

The Adairville Enterprise says : "Our paper is Democratic, but we can

use an occasional article, as news matter, to help your cause along."
( By and

by this editor will realize that woman suffrage and democracy are the same
thing.

)

The most delightful answer of this character came from the Owensboro
Inquirer. It was as follows : "The Inquirer would be pleassd to have an oc-

casional communication from your bureau. The Inquirer is not by any means
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an advocate of woman suffraoe. but it is quite willing to give all sides of every

question a hearing. It is especially pleased to give space to matter such as that

sent with this card."

Just think of it ! A man who is willing to give a hearing to all sides of

every question ! Such a man ought to be made king, or president, or governor.

He ought to be sent to the Kentucky I^egislature. He is needed evervwhere

—

the man who is not the slave of his prejudices, but who is willing to be en-

lightened on all sides of every question, and we may rejoice to know tha4: many
men of this type are found among the host of Kentucky editors,

Equally satisfactory were the replies I received when I made inquiries as

to the number of articles that were being published in the course of a year.

The Henderson C/^rtw^r said: "We have primed the articles sent

us." This editor, by the way, is a believer in woman suffrage.

The Dawson Springs Oracle said: "About one-half of your articles have

been used."

The Burkesville Herald said: "Fully two thirds of your articles have

been used."

The Lexington Herald reports " more than three-fourths have been

published."

Mrs. Sally Marshall Hardy, of the Louisville Post says: "I have always

published the articles sent to me, and the Woman's Page is alwa3's open to

articles of interest to women."
The Frankfort Roundabout says :

" We have published nearly all the

articles. Crowded columns sometimes prevent." Other editors express regret

that they cannot publish all I send them.

Wherever there is an Equal Rights Association there should be a news-

paper publishing suffrage matter, and the members of the Association should,

whenever possible, express to the editor their appreciation of his courtesy. I

have just secured a paper in Ashland and one in Hickman, after several unsuc-

cessful efforts. I am indebted to Mr. and Mrs. Giltner, Miss Aylward and Mrs.

N. S. McLaughlin for getting me the Covington Courier.

STATEMENT OF EXPENDITURES FOR THE TWO YEARS' WORK.
Stamps %22 85

Envelopes 4 6;^

Postal Cards 2 25

Typewriting 3 75

Total I33 50

Cash on hand 6 00

Respectfully submitted,

L. C. Obenchain,
Supt. Press Work, Ky. E. R. A.

REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT OF LITERATURE.

To my co-workers of the Kentucky E. R. A.:

It would give me unqualified enjoyment to meet with you in annual con-

vention and express my optimistic outlook for the final success of our cause.
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A casual observer must discover proguess—a careful one, if interested,

becomes what I am—enthusiastic ! As evidence, I cite the history of this village

of Wyoming, among the hills of western New York. It contains not more than

500 souls, all told. Just three years ago a Political Equality Club was formed,

with 32 members, three of whom were men. Now we have 82 "paid-up" mem-
bers, 21 of whom are men. The interest of the women has been such that the

monthly meetings have not been suspended during the summer, though as the

community is one of farmers, the men have not attended the meetings.

I think it has become difficult to find anywhere, those who do not ac-

knowledge the justice of woman suffrage. Its expediency only is doubted. All

sufficient reply to such is Wendell Phillips', viz: "God will see to it, that what

is right shall be expedient!''

I wish to commend to those who have not seen it "Spiritual Knowing or

Bible Sunshine," by Theodore H. Seward, Funk & Wagnalls, publishers, espe-

cially the twelfth chapter, "The New Factor in Race Development" Alice

Stone Blackwell's "Twelve Reasons Wh}- Women Wish, to Vote," is, I think,

among our most effective literature.

Truly and earnestly,

Wyoming, N. Y., Nov. 2, 1903. Susan Look Avery.

REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT OF ADVANCEMENT
OF woman»s work

* * " * In an English town a conservative member of the Board of Poor

Law Guardians objected violently to the election of a lady to the Board, on the

ground that women could not understand accounts. The newly elected woman
soon after called attention to a bill which was presented to the Guardians for

payment, charging about $25.00 for a soup tureen for the paupers. Investiga-

tion proved that for years the Board had been systemaiically overcharged for

all the household supplies. The old gentleman who objected to a woman on

the Board exclaimed testily :
" How can you expect me to understand these

little domestic matters." The lady answered quietly: "I do not expect you to

understand them, but since you do not, is it not well that there should be

somebody on the Board who does?"

Women are giving great satisfaction on school boards, library boards,

prison boards, as overseers of the poor, and all the boards relating to public

charities. Respectfully submitted,

Newport, Ky. Anna B. Morgan.

report of member of executive committee of
the n. a. w. s. a.

Kentucky sent three delegates to the National Convention at New-

Orleans, besides our beloved State President, Miss Laura Clay. The New-

Orleans Picayu7ie said it was a magnificent audience that packed the Alheneum
to its utmost capacity. A distinguished justice of the supreme court said, after

hearing one of our national speakers, that they were the most eloquent and

logical he had ever heard. This is only one of the many tributes paid to our

speakers. The Kentucky delegation pledged $100.00 to the National Association.

Respectfully,
Mary E. Gii^tner.

16



REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON CI^EDENTI ALS.
The following delegates presented credentials and were accepted:

Covington 20th Century Clubr=Mrs. E. B. Johnson, Miss Elizabeth

Aylward, Mrs. Jennie Cleveland, Mrs. Mary Ogle, Mrs. Mar}- E. Giltner,

Mrs. A. C. Ellis.

Fayette County E. R. A.—Mrs. Elizabeth Cook, Mrs. Alice L. Carpenter,

Mrs. Emma Forsythe Colcanip, Mrs. S. A. Charles.

Madison County E. R- A —Mrs. Jessie Kennedy Burnani.

Campbell County E. R. A.—Mrs. Eva Brown, Mrs. Amanda J. Stimson.

Louisville E. R. A.—Mrs. M. W. Bender, Mrs. Alice H. White.

Hickman E. R. A.—Mrs. vS. M. Hul)bard.

Lancaster E. R. A.—Mrs. Mary R. Paterson.

General Officers—Miss Laura Clay, Mrs. Mary C. Cramer. Mrs. N. vS.

McLaughlin, Mrs. Emma M. Roebuck, Mrs. Isabella H. Shepard.

Superintendents—Mrs. S. M. Hubbard, Miss Anna Morgan.
Respectfully,

Mrs. vS. M. Hubbard, Chairman.

THE WOriAN'S COUNCIL.
A Woman's Council was held at the Lexington Chatauqua, at four o'clock

each afternoon for nine days during the past summer. It was under the

auspices of the Kentucky E. R. A. and the Fayette E. R. A. The State Associ-

ation contributed 125.00 toward the expenses, which amounted to about |;6o.oo.

The speakers very generously contributed their services, and everyone

seemed glad to help make the meetings profitable.

The Chatauqua management gave us a special tent pavilion, which was

artistically decorated with flags.

The Fayette Association had a beautiful tent, where numerous teas and

receptions were held during the Council, and here were found piles of good
suffrage literature. A fine oil portrait of Miss Clay, painted by Miss Laura S.

Bruce, was loaned for our tent.

The Council was one of the most popular features of the Chatauqua, and
large crowds attended and seemed greatly interested.

A special reception was given in honor of Rev. Anna Shaw. This was in

charge of Mrs. W. L. Threlkeld. to whom we are indebted for a most delightful

occasion. The Association also entertained in honor of Miss Tarrant, Miss

Breckenridge and Mrs. Nellie Kedzie Jones.

The following was the program :

Child Labor Miss Eleanor Tarrant

The old and new in woman's education Dr. Sophronisba Breckenridge
of Chicago University.

A Perilous Limitation Miss Mary C. Brehm
A Better Citizenship Miss Laura Clay and Mrs. Frances B. Beauchamp
The Trend in Education Mrs. L. W. St. Clair

Domestic Science Mrs. Nellie Kedzie Jones

The Work of Woman's Clubs Mrs. Chatterson

The Woman who Toils Mrs. Harri.son and Mrs. Breckenridge
Respectfully,

17 Mrs. Mary C. Roark. Chairman.



The Resolutions Committee offered the following ;

Resolved, That we extend our heartfelt thanks to the 20th Century

Club, for their many courtesies and the generous entertainment of those who
so kindly opened their hearts and homes for our comfort and care; to the

Trinity Episcopal Church for the use of their beautiful Guild Hall, to the Press

tor kindly and comprehensive notices of our proceedings; to the musicians for

beautiful music rendered; to the florists for floral decorations; and to any and

^all who have in any way contributed to our comfort and the success of this

convention.

Respectfully submitted,

Mary \V. Bender, Chairman.

DUTIES OF STATE HISTORIAN.

1. She should be the Custodian of historical records of Association.

2. She should secure copies of all bills introduced into the legislaturewhich

in any way concern the status of women, together with a report upon the action

taken by the Legislature on the bill. If the bill is debated in the Legislature, a

copy of speeches should be obtained and placed on file, together with a record

of the vote.

3. She should record the various supporters, especially organizations,

which have aided the passage of all such bills.

4. She should record with equal fidelity the declination of organizations

to assist in supporting bills looking to the interests of women.

5. She should record any advance or retrogression made in the status of

women in schools, colleges, industries, professions, or public positions.

6. She should collect books and periodicals which may appear and which

have a bearing upon the subject. She should keep a scrap book of editorials

and news items concerning women and women's work.

7. If required by her State Association, she should make an annual re-

port to the State Convention.
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ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION
OF* THE

KENTUCKY EQUAL RIGHTS ASSOCIATION.
The undensigned associate themselves to estabHsh a corporation

under the provisions of Chapter 32, Kentucky Statutes, with the

following articles of incorporation:

ARTICLE I.

The name of the corporation shall be the " Kentucky Equal
Rights Association."

ARTICLE II.

The principal office of the corporation shall be located at Lex-

ington, Ky.
ARTICLE III.

The object of the corporation shall be to advance the industrial,

educational and legal rights of women, and to secure suffrage to

them by appropriate State and National legislation; and to accept

and receive such donations, gifts, bequests or devises as may be

made to it to aid in accomplishing the objects of the corporation,

and to expend same for that purpose.

ARTICLE IV.

There shall be no capital stock.

ARTICLE V.

The corporation is to commence on the 19th day of November,

1903, and to continue for a period of twenty-five years.

article: VI.

The affairs of the corporation shall be conducted, after their

election, b}^ the President, the First Vice-President, the Second

Vice-President, the Third Vice-President, the Corresponding Secre-

tary, the Recording Secretary and the Treasurer of the Kentucky
Equal Rights Association, these officers constituting a Board of

Directors. Until these officers are elected, the signers of these

articles of incorporation shall have the direction of the affairs of the

organization of the corporation. These officers shall be elected by

the members on the 19th day of November, 1903, and shall serve

for a term of three years, and until their successors are elected.

These officers shall thereafter be elected every three years at con-

vention at such place and time as may be provided by b5^-laws.
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ARTICLE VII.

The membership of the corporation at the time of its organiza-

tion shall consist of the signers of these articles.

ARTICLE VIII.

The corporation shall incur no indebtedness.

Laura CIvAy.

Nancy Sandford McLaughlin.
Emma M. Roebuck.
Isabella H. Shepard.
Mary E. Giltner.

Elizabeth Aylward.

Covington, Ky.

Minutes of the meeting of the signers of the incorporation

papers, on Nov. i8, 1903.

Incorporation papers were prepared by Judge James Tarvin.

Incorporation papers were signed and acknowledged before

Notary Public, Mr. W. H. McLaughlin, w^ho attended the meeting

for this purpose. The ladies asked the privilege of giving his name
in as a member of the Association, to mark this occasion and he

acceded and declared himself honored by their request.

The members in committee of whole drew up the By-Laws for

the Board of Directors of the corporation.

Signers adjourned.

Emma M. Roebuck.

Recording Secretary.

Covington, Ky., Nov. 19, 1903.

Moved that the By-Laws drawn up by committee be adopted as

a whole.

Moved that we declare all members of the Kentucky E. R. A.

members of this corporation.

Moved that all the general officers of the Kentucky E. R. A.

elected at the convention on Nov. 12, 1903, be elected to be the

Board of Directors of the Incorporated Kentucky Equal Rights

Association. Unanimous vote.

Emma M. Roebuck,
Recording Secretary.
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BY=LAWS
OF THE

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
OF THE INCORPORATED

KENTUCKY EQUAL RIGHTS ASSOCIATION.

ARTICLE I.

OFFICERS AND THEIR DUTIES

The members of the Board of Directors of the corporation shall

hold the same positions respectively as in the Executive Committee

of the Equal Rights Association, and each sh ill perform the duties

usual to such officer. The Treasurer shall at any time give such

bond as required by the Board of Directors.

ARTICLE II.

MEMBERSHIP.

All persons becoming members of the State Equal Rights

Association shall be members of this corporation.

ARTICLE III.

DUTIES OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS.

The Board of Directors shall control and provide for the gen-

eral interest of the corporation, of whom three (3) shall constitute

a quorum when assembled, or a majority may act by correspondence

in response to a circular letter addressed to every member of the

Board of Directors, not less than ten days beforehand, by the

President.

ARTICLE IV.

ELECTIONS. .

The Board of Directors shall be elected at an annual convention

of the Kentucky Equal Rights Association. The time and place

of meeting and maimer of election being regulated by the Constitu-

tion and By-Laws of that Association.

ARTICLE V.

AMENDMENTS.
The By-Laws may be amended by a two-thirds vote of the

members of the Board of Directors present at any annual meeting.
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OFFICERS OF THE LOCAL ASSOCIATIONS.

FAYETTE COUNTY.

President, Mrs. A. M. Harrison, Lexington. Vice President, Miss Laura
Bruce, Lexington. Secretary, Miss Laura Clay, Lexington. Treasurer, Mrs.

H. H. Gratz, Lexington.

TWENTIETH CENTURY CLUB OF COVINGTON.
President, Mrs. M. E. Oiltner, 1554 Madison Ave. Vice-President, Mrs.

A. C. Ellis, 21 Martin St. Secretary, Mrs. N. S. McLaughlin, loii Scott vSt.

Treasurer, Mrs. Ida M. Beck, 733 Garrard St.

ARLINGTON, E. R. A.

President, Mrs. A. T. Hocker. Secretary, Mrs. M. B. McConnell. Treas-

urer, Mrs. C. R. Pyle.

JESSAMINE, E. R. A.

President, Mrs. Sarah A. Corrington, Nicholasville. Secretary, Mrs. Sam
Anderson, Nicholasville. Treasurer, Mrs. Susan Waggoner.

BOWLING GREEN, E. R. A.

President, Mrs. L, C Obenchain. Treasurer, Mrs. Carrie Mitchell.

CAMPBELL COUNTY, E. R.A.

President, Mrs. Emma M. Roebuck, 112 W. Front St., Newport. Secret-

ary, Miss Anna Morgan, 21 E. Fourth St., Newport. Treasurer Miss Mary E.

Wood, II E. Seventh St., Newport.

MADISON E. R. A.

President, Mrs. Sarah Clay Bennett, Richmond. Secretary, Mrs. K. R.

Wiggens, Richmond. Treasurer Mrs. Lucy McCann, Richmond,

FRANKFORT, E. R. A

President, Miss Hallie Herndon, Frankfort. Secretary, Miss Rebecca

Averill, Frankfort. Treasurer, Miss Charlotte E. Watson.

LOUISVILLE, E. R. A.

President, Mrs. John D. White, Crescent Hill. Secretary, Mrs. W. H.
Bradbury, Louisville. Treasurer, Miss Annie Miller, Louisville.

ASHLAND, E. R. A.

President, Mrs. Davis, Ashland. Secretary, Miss Laura White, Ashland.

HICKMAN, E. R. A.

President, Mrs. S. M. Hubbard, Hickman.

PADUCAH, E. R. A.

President Mrs. Dorothy Koger, Paducah. Treasurer, Mrs. Eliza Puryear,

Paducah.

KENTON, COUNTY, E. R. A.

President, Mrs. Fredk Wolcott, Covinglofi. Secretary-Treasurer, Mrs.

Isabella H. Shepard.

LANCASTER, E. R, A.

President. Mrs. W. O. Bradley, Lancaster. Secretary, Mrs. B. F. Walter,

Lancaster. Treasurer, Mrs. Mary R. Patterson, Lancaster.
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MINUTKS

OF THE,

Fifteenth Annt^al Convention

OF

THe Kentucky Equal

Rig'hts Association^

HEI,D AT

R.ooms of tiie

I^exington Woman's Club of

Central liy,

November 17-18, 1904,

'If Ye Abide in My Word ^ * * Ye Shall Know the

Truth, and the Truth Shall Make you Free."



OFFICERS

—OF

—

THE KENTUCKY EQUAL RIGHTS ASSOCIATION.

Presideniy

Miss Lauka (ii^ay Ivexington, Ky.

First Vice-President.

Mrs. Mary E. Ci^ay. ,.. Richmond, Ky.

Second Vice-President.

Mrs. Mary C. Cramer Lexington, Ky.

Third Vice-President.

Mrs. N. S. McLaughwn, 1011 Scott St Covington, Ky.

Corresponding Secretary.

Mrs. Mary C. Roark. Lexington, Ky.

Recording Secretary.

Mrs, Emma M. Roebuck, 112 W. Front St Newport, Ky.

Treasurer.

Mrs. Isabei,i.a Shepard, 31 E. 12th St Covington, Ky.

Superintendents .

Bible Study.

Mrs. Ei^iyEN V. Gibson Richmond, Ky.

Press Work.

Mrs. Iv. C. Obenchain Bowling Green, Ky.

National Enrollment and Petition Work.

Mrs. S. M. Hubbard Hickman, Ky.

Work Among Young People.

Mrs. John Burke Newport, Ky.

Advanceynent of Women's Work.

Miss Anna Morgan Newport, Ky.

Political Study.

Mrs. a. M. Harrison Lexington Ky.

Literature

.

Mrs. Susan Look Aveity Louisville, Ky.

Educational Opportunitesfor Women.

Mrs. Carowne Leech Louisville, Ky.

State Historian.

Miss Halwe Herndon. Frankfort, Ky.



*'lf ye abide in my word, * * ye shall know the truth, and the truth

shall make you free."

MINUTES
OF THE

Fifteenth Annual Convention

OF THE

KentuckyEqualRightsAssociation
ROOMS OF THE

Lexingfton Woman^s Club of Central Kentucky.

NOVEMBER t7 and tS,

PLAN OF WORK COMHITTEE, NOV. 17th, at 9 A. H.

The President, Miss Laura Clay in the Chair.

The committee suggests the following plan of work to the con-

vention :

That Suffrage Committees be formed, according to the plan of

the N. A. W. S. A. Committee on Increase of Membership, in those

parts of the State where no local Equal Rights Associations exist and

cannot be formed.

That we leave the adoption of the plan of Mrs. Hackstaff, chair-

man of. the Committee on Enrollment of the N. A. W. S. A., to the

choice of each local association.

That we accept the recommendation of the Woman's Protest

committee and write to our Senators and members of the Senate

Committee on Territories.
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That we ask that the word SEX be stricken from the suffrage

clause of the Statehood bill.

That we make increase of membership our principal work for

next year.

That we begin an educational campaign so as to secure a law

from the next legislature for the co-guardianship, of father and
mother, of minor children.

That we endeavor to have women placed on boards of all state

institutions for punitive and educational purposes.

That we reafi&rm our policy of last year to obtain full school

suffrage for all women who can read and write the English

language.

Committee arose.

MORNING SESSION.

Convention called to order at lo o'clock by the President, Miss

Laura Clay.

Scriptural reading and prayer by the President.

Moved that the printed program be made the order of business.

Col. John G. Craddock was introduced to the convention and

made a few remarks.

Minutes of P'.xecutive Committee were read and accepted.

Mrs. Isabel H. Shepard was committee on Credentials, ex-officio,

as state treasurer.

reports of state officers.

President's Report. Miss Laura Clay.

"Some years ago the convention voted that the Executive com-

mittee should also be the Legislative committee. Accordingly it

became the duty of the officers to look after the bills that the con-

vention voted to have brought up in the Legislature. On January

1 8th Mrs. Cramer and I went to Frankfort for that purpose. We
decided that it was best not to try to introduce any other bills than

the one for school suffrage for all women who could read and write

the English language, and the bill for the co-guardianship of father

and mother of minor children. Dr. Averdick of Covington consented

to bring in the co- guardianship bill, and we found also an excellent

advocate for it in Hon. R. W. Miller, of Madison county. We
made another trip to Frankfort on January 25th and found an advo-

cate for our school suffrage bill in the Hon. Mr. Newman of Wood-
2



ford county, who heartily approved of it. In February we had a

cop5^ of the Morning Herald, containing an article on co-guardian-

ship written by Mrs. L. C. Obenchain, laid on each desk in the

House and Senate ; and we also had a hearing before the House

committee on the bill. . But though we had both bills in excellent

hands and though we made two more trips to Frankfort, one on

Februarys 25th and one on March ist, staying some days both times,

neither bill was successful. The co-guardianship bill passed its

second reading in the House and was made a special order for its

third reading, but the rules w^hich control the business of the House

during- the last ten days of the session operated against its coming

up for its third reading. We believe that it was the great amount

of business before the legislature rather than any strong opposition

to this measure wdiich prevented its passage, and we were left hope-

ful that we might succeed in the next legislature if we can make a

united effort from all the clubs in the x\ssociation to influence their

representatives at home. The clubs at Lexington,. Covington,

Newport, Frankfort, Nicholasville, Richmond and Louisville helped

wdth the legislative work by seeing their legislators and writing

letters. The importance of such help cannot be over-estimated and

I trust that ever}^ club will resolve at our next legislative season to

bend their energies toward petitioning their own representatives and

senators at home. We found several members of both Houses who
declared themselves as believers in woman suffrage.

Besides the legislative work I have written 126 letters and have

mailed 82 House and vSenate hearuigs and 50 copies of the Minutes

of 1903. I have published a Kentucky E. R, A. News Letter in

November, April and October and distributed several hundred of

them by mail and otherwise. Also, in April, by the instruclion of

the executhve committee, I had published a new edition of 2000 of

"What the Kentucky Equal Rights Association Has Done." This

leaflet has been so popular that only a few hundred are now left. I

trust our next legislative session will give us some victory which
will justif}^ us in bringing out a new and enlarged edition of it':" -

Voted that Miss Clay's report be accepted.

- First Vice-President, Mrs. Mary B. Clay.

Second Vice-President Mrs. Mary C. Cramer spoke in favor of

using the enrollment cards. -
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Third Vice-President Mrs. N. S. McLaughlin reported having

organized, with others, a new association at Ludlow, Ky.

Mrs. Harriet B. Stanton of Cincinnati, Ohio, was introduced

and addressed the convention.

Voted that the courtesies of the floor be extended to Mrs.

Stanton.

Corresponding Secretary Mrs, Mary C. Roark reported work
done at Women's Council at Lexington Chatauqua and recommended
that as there is now no Lexington chatauqua, we hold a council

next year at Owensboro or some other place having a Chatauqua.

Recording Secretary Mrs. Emma M. Roebuck reported having

obtained many new members by circulating literature.

Treasurer Mrs. Isabella Shepard read financial report.

Voted that treasurer's report be accepted and the books placed

in hands of auditing committee.

Report of Mrs. Mary E. Giltner, Executive Committee mem-
ber of the N. A. W. S. A. was read and accepted.

Appointment of committees:

Finance—Mrs. A. M. Harrison, Lexington.

Publication—Mrs. E. M. Roebuck, Newport.

Auditing— Mrs. S. C. Bennett, Richmond; Mrs. Laura Spinks,

Newport.

Resolutions—Miss Margaret Merker, Louisville ; Mrs. Sarah

Charles, Newport; Mrs. Sarah A. Corrington. Nicholasville.

Subscriptions to Suffrage Publications— Miss Hallie Herndon,

Frankfort.

Courtesies—Mrs. N. S. McLaughlin, Covington.

Voted that the plan of work recommended by the committee be

considered seriatim.

Voted that we adopt the first recommendation of the committee

on plan of work, and form sufirage committees according to the

plan of national committee on increase of membership.

Mrs. McClellan-Brown of Cincinnati, Ohio, was introduced and

addressed the convention.

Voted that the courtesies of the floor be extended to our frater-

nal delegate, Mrs MoClellan-Brown.

Voted that we leave the adoption of the plan of Mrs. Priscilla

Hackstaff, chairman of the committee on enrollment of the N, A.

W. S. A., .to the choice of the locals.

4



Voted that we postpone the consideration of the third and fourth

recommendations of the plan of work committee in regard to the State-

hood bill until after Miss Shaw's address.

Voted that we make increase of membership our principal work

for next year.

Voted that we begin an educational campaign to secure a law

for the co-guardianship of father and mother of minor children and

the placing of women on the boards of all State institutions for

punitive and educational purposes; and that we reaffirm our policy of

last year and endeavor to obtain full school suffrage for all women
of the State who can read and write the English language.

Miss Mary E. Harrison, President of the Woman's Auxiliary

of the Protestant Episcopal Church, and delegate from the Frankfort

E. R. A., was introduced to the convention.

Mrs. S. C. Bennett of Richmond, spoke to the convention in

favor of obtaining as contributors those who do not care to become

regular members.

Convention adjourned until 2 o'clock.

AFTERNOON SESSION.

Convention resumed at 2 o'clock.

Devotional exercises led by Miss Mary E. Harrison.

Minutes of morning session read and approved.

The President, Miss Eaura Clay, gave her annual address. She
said in part :

"The ideal of what is called "true womanliness" has changed within the

last fifty or sixty years. It is difiicult to realize how far the ancient ideal has

been left behind, because, like a traveller over the unbroken prairie, or a voy-

ager on the open sea, there are no fixed landmarks by which to measure the

way : but if we read books intended for the formation of the mind of young
women of fifty or sixty yeais ago, we can see that at that time women were not

expe(5led to take part in affairs not strictly within the four walls of home ; and

now we do know that to the intelhgence of our day it is evident that all of those

interests that centre in the home have connection with all that passes in

the greater world outside. The health of the home is conne(5led with the sani-

tation of the city and the state; thebaby's food is one of the obje(5ls of the pure

food laws ; in fact, there is no interest of the larger home—the state—which
the intelligence of the womanhood of the present does uot see is identical with

that of the home. Those who admit that women may and should think about

and influence laws and other public affairs, even though they maintain that

women should seek to obtain this end without the ballot, do, after all, concede

5



the main contention of the suffragists, which is, that women are interested in

all matters of government equally with men, and should have equal power to

influence them. This main contention admitted, all the rest becomes merely
a question of method ; the suffragist believing in the use of the ballot and the

public-spirited non-suffragist believing in the use of influence or petition.

Suffragists should accentuate their points of agreement with other women, and
not their points of disagreement, and ere long it will become evident that the

most truly womanly method is the direct method—that of accepting as a right

the established instrument of law making, the ballot—and using it as a duty to

the community and the state, in efforts to better the conditions which surround

the home, by bringing to bear upon them the feminine view."

The report of the Superintendent of press work was read and

accepted.

Mrs. A. M. Harrison, chairman of committee on finance, made
an appeal for free will offerings for the extension of the work, as

the dues now are sufficient onl}- for convention expenses, postage

and stationery, and a small sum for the expenses of the committee

going to Frankfort on legislative work.

The following free will offerings were made :

Mrs. Mary B. Clay, ...
" M. E. Giltner . . .

" S. C. Bennett . . .

" Sarah Charles ....

" Laura Spinks . . .

" M. C. Roark. . . .

" Wellington Payne
" John Reid

Miss Belle Bennett ....

Mr.s. Harriet B. Stanton
" E. M. Roebuck. .

" Isabella Shepard

Total $73 oo

Mrs. McClellan Brown told the convention of the o:ood work
that had been accomplished by having mother's meetings once or

twice a month at the public schools in Cincinnati, Ohio.

6

5 00

5 00

• 30 00

• 5 00

• 5 00

• 5 00

5 00

5 00

• 5 CO

I 00

I 00

I 00



A delightful musical program was rendered under the diredlion

of Mrs. T. D. Ballard.

Vocal selections

Calm, as the Night .

Nightingale Song. .

. . . r^Bohm

. . . .Nevin

Miss Bonta

Instrumental

—

Kamennvi Ostron . Rubinstein

Miss McGarvey.

Melo-Declamation

—

Roses—The Land of Happiness Tourge?iief

Miss Eva Stevenson.

Mrs. A. M. Harrison spake on "Woman's Debt to Missions."

Miss Bertha Garrison recited a story by Mrs. L. C. Obenchain:

'"Sally Ann's Experiences."

Rev. Anna Shaw addressed the convention and explained the

necessity for protesting against the passage of the suffrage clause of

the Statehood bill.

Voted that the Kentucky Equal Rights Association protest

against the passage of the Statehood bill as framed at present.-

Moved that we ask to have the whole of paragraph 5 stricken

from the Statehood bill. This motion was lost, because it would

only remove the indignit}^ to women of mentioning them with defi-

cient classes, and the Association wants full suffrage, therefore it

was

Voted that we ask to have the word sex stricken from para-

graph s of the Statehood bill.

Convention adjourned.

Plan of Work committee met Friday morning at 9 o'clock.

Committee decided to recommend :

That w^e endeavor to secure legislative enactment whereby the

county judge can be empowered to establish a juvenile court.

That we continue our efforts to secure a Dean of Women and

the establishment of a Department of Domestic Science in the State

Friday Morning, Nov. i8th.

college.
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That each local associatiou appoint a Pr:^ss Superintendent who
is to communicate with tae State Press Superintendent,

Committee rose.

Convention called to order at lo o'clock.

Devotional exercises led by Miss Clay.

Minutes of previous session read and approved.

Voted that we continue to make the program the order of

business.

Reports were read from the following local associations :

Fayette County E. R. A.

Bowling Green E. R. A.

Campbell County E. R. A.

Frankfort E. R. A.

Louisville E. R. A.

Madison County E. R. A.

Twentieth Century Club of Covington.

Lancaster E R. A sent dues for 4 members.

Nicholasville report given verbally by Mrs. Sarah A. Corrington,

its president.

Kenton County E. R. A. verbal report by Mrs. Isabella H.

Shepard.

Letters of greeting were read from our National Treasurer,

Harriet Taylor Upton, from Mrs. Eugenia B. Farmer, formerly of

Kentucky, now Press Supt. of the Minnesota E. R. A., and from

Mrs Virginia Franceway, president of Madisonville E. R. A.

Report of State Historian, Miss Hallie Herndon, was read and

accepted.

Mrs. Nellie Arnspiger, Recording Secretary of Kentucky W.
C. T. U. was introduced to the convention.

REPORTS OF SUPERINTENDENTS.

Miss Anna B. Morgan sent report on Advancement of Women's
Work, which was read and accepted.

Mrs. Mar}^ C. Roark reported that the women of Louisville

were working to enforce the new compulsorj- education law\

Voted that we endeavor to secure a law whereby the county

judge can establish a Juvenile Court,

8



Mrs. McClellan Brown told the convention of the successful

work of the Juvenile Court of Cincinnati, O.

Voted that we continue our efforts to secure a Dean of Women
and the establishment of a Department of Domestic Science in the

State College.

Voted that each local Association appoint a local Press Supt.

who is to communicate with the State Press Supt.

Report of Committee on Credentials was read and accepted.

Moved that we take up the Election of Officers.

Mrs. Arnspiger and Mr. Chas. McLaughlin were appointed

receiving tellers.

Mrs. L. G. Patton and Miss Nannie McLaughlin were appointed

distributing tellers.

The election resulted as follows;

President, Miss Laura Clay, Lexington.

ist. Vice-President, Mrs. aMry B. Clay, Richmond.

2nd. Vice-President, Mrs. Mary C. Cramer, Lexington.

3rd. Vice-President, Mrs. N. S. McLaughlin, Covington.

Cor. Secretary, Mrs. Mary C. Roark, Lexington.

Rec. Secretary, Mrs. Emma M. Roebuck, Newport.

Treasurer, Mrs. Isabella H. Shepard, Covington.

Mrs. F. C. Beauchamp, President of the Kentucky W. C. T. U.

was introduced to the convention and told in a very interesting

manner of the hard work done by women all over the state against

the liquor traffic.

Prof. B. C. Hagerman was introduced and spoke very encour-

agingly of the progress of woman's suffrage, for which the conven-

tion tendered him a vote of thanks.

Mrs. Miry E. Giltii^r of C^vuagton was unanimously chosen

Member of the Executive Committee of the N. A. W. S. A.

Voted that delegates and alternates to the National Convention

be nominated by acclamation. The nominations wers :

Mrs. N. S. McLaughhn, Covington, Mrs. Sarah Charles, New.
port, Mrs. M. C. Cramer, Lexington, Miss Hallie Herndon, Frank-

fort, Mrs. Loring, Covington, Mrs. S. C. Bennett, Richmond, Miss

Elizabeth Aylward, Covington.

As we are entitled to only five delegates the nomination

of Mrs. S. C. Bennett and Miss Elizabeth Aylward is conditional up-
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on our having over six hundred members. They will have the posi-

tion of first alternates, however.

The nominations for alternates were:

Mrs. Laura Spinks, Newport; Prof. Giltner, Covington; Mrs.

A. M. Harrison, Lexington; Mrs. B. C. Hagerman, Lexington;

Mrs. J. R. Morton, Lexington; Mrs. Mary Light Ogle, Covington;

Prof. B. C. Hagerman, Lexington.

Voted that the first alternate fill the first vacancy, second alter-

nate the second vacancy, etc.

Voted that if when the delegates arrive at Portland, Oregon,

there should be a vacancy, they be empowered to fill that vacancy

with some member of the Kentucky E. R. A. there present.

Convention adjourned.

Convention resumed the adjourned session at 2 o'clock.

The auditing committee presented the following report:

We, the undersigned appointed by the Chair, have audited the

books of the treasurer and found them correcT:.

Mrs. Sallie C. Bennett.
Mrs. Laura Spinks.

Committee on subscriptions reported foui subscriptions to the

Woman's Journal, and three to the Political Equalit}^ monthly series

of leaflets.

The Executive committee nominated the superintendents and

historian of last year, and the nomination was confirmed by a unani-

mous vote of the convention.

Committee on Resolutions reported.

Voted that the resolutions be adopted as amended and read.

Voted that the whole of the resolutions be read by the chairman

of the committee at the evening meeting.

Convention adjourned.

MEETING OF COMMITTEE ON PLAN OF WORK.

No business. Adjourned.

The convention accepted the invitation of the Woman's Club of

Central Kentucky to "An Afternoon of Old English Ballads,"

which was very much enjoyed. After this they were most delight-

fully entertained with a reception and tea, . .

10



MINUTES OF EXECUTIVE COnniTTEE HEETINQ, SATURDAY
HORNING, NOV. 19, AT 9:30 O'CLOCK.

Voted that the following appropriations be made

:

Rev. Anna Shaw's fee for two days $ 45 00

Printing of programs 2 50

Printing of minutes . . , 20 00

Officers' traveling expenses 11 40

Stationery for press superintendent, and typewriting 50 00

Total $128 90

Voted that the treasurer keep her books open until January ist.

Voted that the appointment of chairman of suffrage committees

in loealities where there is no association, may be made by the Pres-

ident alone.

Committee adjourned:

Emma M. Roebuck,
Recording Secretary,

MINUTES OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE DURING LAST YEAR.

Executive Committee had no meetings but acted on three cir-

cular letters written by the President in which the business attended

to was the voting of $30.00 to Mrs. L. C. Obenchain, Press Superin-

tendent for postage and stationery
;

voting to have a Woman's
Council at the Chatauqua Assembly at Lexington, in conjuncftton

with the Fayette E R. A., and accepting the invitation of the

Fayette County E. R. A. to hold the convention in Lexington.

Emma M. Roebuck,

Recording Secretary.

Night Sessions.

Thursday Night, Nov. 17, eight o'clock.

This evening's session was held in the Lexington Opera House.

After several delightful musical seledlions by Saxton's Orchestra,

Prof. Charles Loos opened the session with prayer. Miss Laura

Clay then introduced Rev. Anna H. Shaw, the speaker of the even-

ing. The subjecT: of Miss Shaw's ledlu re was the Fafe of Republics, and

her pleasing delivery and witty anecdotes .soon gave her an enthusi-

astic as well as a large audience. At the close of the leclure the

1
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orchestra again rendered several selecftions during which some of the

members of the Fayette County K. R. A. passed through the

audience soliciting the names of those who wished to become

members.

Friday Night, Nov. i8, eight o'clock.

The second evening session was held in the Circuit Court room

which was crowded, many being obliged to stand in the doorways

and hall. After a prayer by the Rev. R. O. Kirkwood, Miss Clay

again introduced the Rev. Anna Shaw, whose subjedl this evening

was "The Evolution of Democracy." With her logical arguments

and her chaiming manner Miss Shaw again delighted this
,
large

audience. After the ledlure several members again passed through

the audience to secure the names of those wishing to become members.

The number of those who gave their names as desiring to become

members of the Fayette County E. R. A. at these two evening sess-

ions was over fifty.
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REPORTS.

TREASURER'S REPORT FOR 1904.

RKCEIPTS.

To Balance, Jan, 1, 1904 ... $150 73

Free Will Offerings as reported 93 00

Donations : Miss Clay for Press Work $ 37 00

4 60

" " " Legislative work 9 55

" Mrs. Cramer , 2 45

Miss Clay, Dr. Wood's expenses 116 25 169 85

Annual Ivocal dues to State Association:

Ashland 11 3 85

Bowling Green 10 3 50

Frankfort 13 „ 4 55

Hawesville 3 105
Kenton Association 6 2 10

Lancaster 4 1 40

Lexington 165 57 75

Louisville 20 7 00

Ludlow 7 2 45

Newport 40 14 00

Nicholasville 8 2 80

Richmond 80 , 28 00

20th Century Club 90 31 50
457 159 95

Total $573 58

DISBURSEMENTS.

Nov. 14, 1903—Miss Shaw, lectures $ 45 00

Traveling expenses—Mrs. Cramer.., ...$ 4 90

Miss Clay 4 60 9 50

Salary, Cor. Sec'y 60 00

Stationery, etc.. Cor. Sec'y 5 00

Salary, Press Supt 60 00

Stationery, etc. 30 00

Printing Programs 2 25

Minutes , 20 00

Frankfort expenses 34 55

^r. Wood's expenses, state work 116 25

Annual dues to National Association.,, 45 70

Balance, Dec. 1, 1904 145 18

Total $573

ISABEi^ivA H. Shepard, Treasurer,
Kentucky E. R. Ass'n.
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REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT OF PRESS WORK.

We have now 76 papers publishing suffrage matter either regularly or oc-

casionally, and I have begun anew the work of approaching the non-suffrage

editors. No matter how many times an editor has refused our suffrage articles,

he must be appealed to at least once a year.

I have done better work during the last year, and I begin to see gratifying

results. For instance, a year ago the editor*^of one of the best papers in the

state said, in reply to my annual letter of inquiry, that he hardly thought it

worth while for me to send any more suffrage articles, as he published very few

of them. I retained the paper on my list, telling him that even two or three

articles in a paper like his were worth much to the suffrage cause. Twice in

the last few weeks I have had papers from him with marked articles printed in

large print and conspicuously placed with ornamental borders around them.

Another who had refused twice to publish suffrage matter gave a courteous ac-

ceptance a month ago. Somehow or other he had become converted. Many
editors send me their papers. Some not only publish the articles but make
editorial comments on them. These comments are generally sarcastic, and by

no means complimentary to the superintendent of press work, but any notice of

our cause is to be welcomed. I have all sorts of papers; from the large city

dailies to the little country weeklies; and I value the latter just as highly as the

former. Indeed it is probable that a suffrage article in a small weekly paper is

noticed by more readers than one appearing in the crowded columns of a great

daily. The daily papers are carelessly read, as a rule, but the weekly papers

are taken by the farmers and carefully read by every member of the family.

The banner paper on my list is the Whitley Coujity 7Vi?Z£/ir, published at Willi-

amsburg, Ky . It is not much larger than a piece of sheet music, but it publishes

fifty suffrage articles a year, one every week, and its editor asked me to send the

articles weekly instead of twice a month, as is my custom with the other papers.

Last year we had 60 papers, this year we have 76, but these figures do not

show how many new papers have been added to the list within the past year.

Occasionally a paper has to be dropped owing to a change of editors, financial

failure or failure to publish our articles. The number of new papers acquired

last year is 19.

An interesting feature of the work is the reply which an editor writes on

self-addressed postal card I send to him, when asking him to publish suffrage

matter. I have a large collection of these and they are an amusing and instructive

exposition of suffrage and anti-suffrage sentiment in this state. One editor re-

minds me that "The hand that rocks the cradle rocks the world;" another says

that if women attend to their home duties they will have no time for anything

else; another expresses skepticism as to the final success of the suffrage move-

ment, but says he admires our persistency ; another consents to publish our

articles occasionally, but says he does not want to give us too much help. The
most satisfactory form of reply I have ever received was an emphatic"j^'^.y/"

with an exclamation point after it. Just that word and nothing more, but it

said plainly: "I am an enthusiastic believer in woman suffrage and will gladly

publish your articles," I commend this style of answer to all editors.



I ought to have kept an account of the number of articles I have written

for Mrs. Babcock, our National Superintendent, and the specials I have written

for the Kentucky papers, but I can only make a rough guess and estimate the

number at 18 or 20. Of late I have written so many for Mrs. Babcock that I am
ashamed to send her any more for some weeks, lest she should think I am trying

to "nm" the National Press Work. And this leads me to mention a need of

this department, namely, facilities for syndicating the articles I write without

sending them to Mrs. Babcock. Frequently I write a special which ought to be

sent out immediately, in order to be timely, and sent to all the newpapers in the

state, ail I mean that are on my list. I cannot afford to have 75 or even 35

copies made, so there is nothing to do but send it as a special to one paper, or

send it to Mrs. Babcock and wait one, two or three weeks for it. A suffragist

with a typewriter or a mimeographing apparatus would be a great help in this

work.

Week before last I sent out 78 copies of the circular protesting against

the disfranchisement of the women of Oklahoma, Indian Territory, New Mexico

and Arizona. At the top of each I wrote a request for an editorial comment on

the threatened injustice, and also asked each editor to write one letter of protest

to Senator Beveridge or some other member of the committee.

I made out my last report October 8, 1908. Following is a statement of

the money spent since then :

Cash on hand October 8, 1903 $ 6 00

Received from Mrs. vShepard, Feb. 6, 1904 10 00
" July 6, 1904 10 00

Miss Laura Clay, Oct. 1904 10 00

Total, $36 00

This has been expended as follows :

Stamps $23 95

Envelopes 2 30

Type-writing 3 00

Postal Cards 1 75

Cash on hand.

$31 00

5 00

A list of the towns where we have suffrage papers may interest you. In

some of these we have two papers and in Lexington three. The list is as follows:

Bowling Green

Richmond
Paris

Ashland

Dawson Springs

Pineville

Columbus
Owensboro

Lexington

Stanford

Barboursville

Madisonville

Burkesville

Princeton

Maysville

CarroUton

15

Louisville

Frankfort

Lancaster

Greensburg

Lawrenceburg

Morehead
Adairville

Glasgow



Inez Greenup Williamsburg

Benton Ewing Fordsville

Morgantown Hopkinsville Hawesville

Hartford La Grange Cloverport

Henderson Hickman Jackson

West. Liberty Clinton Bediora

Cynthiana Taylorsville Murray
Mayneld Lebanon Hyden
J^lkton London Covington

Earlington Falmouth Harrodsburg

Winchester Frenchburg Midway
Sharpsburg Uniontown

An assistant press superintendent ought to be appointed by each local

association. These assistants could watch the papers, report to me whether the

editor was using our articles or not, and send me newspaper clippings concerning

events that have a bearing on the suffrage question.

Respectfully submitted,

LiDA Calvert Obf_:nchain,

Supt. Press Work, Ky. E. R. A.

REPORTS OF LOCAL ASSOCIATION*^.

FAYETTE E. R. A.

The Fayette E. R. A. has held two open program meetings and four

business meetings in the past year. The program meetings have been pleasant

and entertaining, arranged by friends of the association. Music, both vocal and
instrumental, was given. Also good addresses at different meetings.

Reports were made by Miss Clay and Mrs. Mary C. Cramer, delegates to

the National Convention at Washington.

On March 20, 1904, officers were elected. Mrs. A. M. Harrison, declined

re-election as president, and Miss Laura Clay was elected president; Miss Laura

S. Bruce, vice-president ; Mrs. W. Payne, secretary ; and Mrs. H. H. Gratz,

treasurer.

On April 30th an invitation was extended to hold the Annual State Con-

vention in Lexington on Nov. 17th and 18th. It was announced that Rev.

Anna H. Shaw could be secured for the evening addresses of the convention.

The Fayette E. R. A. joined the State Association in holding a Woman's
Council during the Lexington Chatauqua. Mrs. Mary C. Roark was chairman

of the "Woman's Council Committee" and secured the services of various

speakers and made all arrangements. The Fayette E. R. A. had charge of the

refreshments for the luncheon, furnished the tent and met other local expenses.

At the June meeting of the Board of Trustees of the State A. & M.
College a petition was presented from the Fayette E. R. A

.
, the Bryan Station and

Lexington Chapters of the D. A. R., the Woman's Club, the United Daughters

of the Confederacy, the Chatauqua Circle, and the W. C. T. U. requesting that

a Dean of Women be appointed and a department of Domestic Science be estab"

lished in the college.
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Twenty new members have been added during the past year.

In the deaths of Mrs. M. T. Scott and Miss Laura S. Bruce the suffrage

cause has lost two loyal and devoted members.

The outlook for the Fayette E. R. A. has never been so bright and cheer-

ing at any time as now. They intend to carry their standard onward and

upward, and another year will find them still stronger and broader.

Mrs. W. Payne. Sec.

FRANKFORT E. R. A.

The Frankfort E. R. A. has held two meetings during the past year. At

the first Miss Clay gave an address upon the subject of the co-guardianship of

children.

Two new members were added to the list, making 13 in all.

At the annual meeting the officers of the year were elected. All present

signed the protest against the Statehood bill presented by the State Association.

In the death of W. H. Averill, Esq., we mourn the loss of a devoted

member and an ardent suffragist.

MADISON COUNTY E. R. A.

The Madison County E. R. A. has had very interesting meetings this

year, the last one on October 25th was largely attended and most enthusiastic.

Our state president. Miss Laura Clay, was present and addressed the meeting.

She gave a synopsis of the legislative work done in the past year, and laid before

us some of the plans for the coming year. She also called our attention to the

Statehood bill. A resolution was passed to petition the congressional committee

of the Statehood bill to eliminate the v^^ord sex from paragraph 5 of this bill. A
committee was appointed and called on Senator James B. McCreary in reference

to this bill. Some of the work done in the past year has been the distribution

of literature and the adoption of a plan to permit anyone who wishes to help

agitate the question of Equal Rights, but who is not entirely ready to unite with

us, to have the privilege of contributing money for the cause. We call these

persons "contributors," of whom we now have three.

We have lost a number of members by removal. We have added twelve

new members and our membership now numbers eighty. New names are being

added monthly to our list; and altogether the future looks brighter than ever

before for the cause in Richmond.

CAMPBEIvL COUNTY E. R. A.

Has held four meetings during the past year, all very interesting but one pecu-

liarly so, by the presence of our state president. Miss Laura Clay. She addressed

the meeting and explained to us the need for a Dean of Women and a depart-

ment of Domestic Science in the State College. A committee was appointed to

call on one of the trustees who resides in ovir city.

Several of our members wrote personal letters and sent the Memorial

issued by the National Assaciation, to delegates to the National Conventions

asking them to insert in their several platforms, a woman's suffrage plank.

We have circulated a petition and sent it with many signatures to Senator
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Beveridge, as chairman of committee on territories, protesting against th>e State-,

hood bill, and asking for the elimination of the word sex from paragraph 6 of

that bill.

Many of our members wrote to our Representative and Senator and some
called to see them personally to obtain their influence for our bills before our,

last legislature.
.

;

Last, but not least, we have in this last year almost doubled our member-
ship. This increase we attribute to the distribution of literature, particularly

the little leaflet issued by the state association, "What the Kentucky B. R. A.

has done in the past and what it proposes to do in the future.*'

We deeply regret the death of our ardent co-worker and enthusiastie'

member. Miss Virginia K. Bowers.

IyOUISVII.I.E E. R. A.

Holds occasional meetings. At the last one Dr. Frances Woods was present.

The most important subject discussed was the Statehood bill and the increase of

membership by personal solicitation. In the absence
.
of the president, Mrs.

John D. White, Miss Margaret Marker was selected as delegate to the state

convention.

It is hoped that the protest against the Statehood bill will arouse new
interest in this movement.

Louisville has twenty enrolled members.

KENTON COUNTY E. R. A.

Has held no meetings, but sent dues. Mr. F. P. Wolcott, a member of this

association, is Master of Kentucky State Grange, and it passed a woman suffrage

resolution at its state convention in Cynthiana in November,

JvANCASTER E. R. A.

Sent dues for four members, and a letter from Mrs. Mary R. Patterson. The.-

Kentucky E. R. A. Newsletters are distributed to the members by putting them,

in envelopes and placing them in the post office.

BOWLING GREEN E. R. A.

Bowling Green has added no new members but has distributed much
suffrage literature, and sent dues for the' regular members. '

TWENTIETH CENTURY CI.UB. ,r

Owing to the absence of the Secretary from the city there were few meet-

ings this year. The interest has never flagged, however, and new names have
been added at almost every meeting. We feel especially proud of the large

delegation (ten) of delegates and visitors from our Club to the National Con-
vention in Washington.

Hon. Averdick, legislative member from our district, was visited a number
of times by our members in the interest of the suffrage bills.

On November 14th we organized the "Woman's Advance Club" in

Ludlow with a membership of seven. The president is Mrs. Mary Jenkins ; ;

Secretary, Mrs. J. S. McCormick.

We lost by death our first president, Mrs. A. C. Ellis.

I8 •
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HawesviIvIvE Committee of Kentucky E. R. A., recently organized by

Dr. Frances Woods, sent dues for three members and a letter from its chairman,

Mrs. Martha H. Hennen.

REPORT OF MEMBER OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE
N. A. W. S. A.

The 36th annual convention of N. A. W. S- A. was held in Washington,

February 11th to 17th, 1904. The greeting in behalf of the District was given

by Mrs. Carrie E. Kent, who said that the suffragists thought more of this con-

vention than of any others that came to Washington. Rev. Anna Shaw said in

reply: "If the women still welcome us after coming all these years, it must be

because we deserve it, and the men welcome us because they are in the same

disfranchised condition that we are.
'

'

Almost two hundred delegates were present and thirty-six states repre-

sented.

A greeting was read from Mrs. Florence Fenwick Miller in behalf of the

suffragists of Great Britain.

Mrs. Watson Lister, fraternal delegate from Australia, told of the good

work done in that country which is now leading the world in woman's suffrage.

Ex-Governor Alva Adams, of Colorado, gave an address on work done in that

state. It was my privilege to be with that intellectual body of women who
went before the Judiciary Committee of the Senate. It was one of the grandest

pleas ever made for justice and right.

There were two specially delightful receptions given to the delegates, the

one given by the President and Mrs. Roosevelt, and one given by Miss Clara

Barton.

Kentucky E. R, A. was represented by the state president. Miss Laura

Clay, the member of the N. A. W. S. A. Executive Committee, Mrs. Mary E.

Giltner, and our full number of delegates, viz.: Mrs. Mary Light Ogle, Covington,

Mrs. Mary C. Cramer, Lexington, Mrs. N. vS. McLaughlin, Covington, and Mrs.

Sarah Charles, Newport, Besides these we had seven alternates and visitors in

attendance, viz.: Mrs. A. C. Ellis, Miss Hereford, Prof. Wm. Giltner, Miss

Elizabeth Aylward, Miss Kate Hadcroft, Miss Mary Hadcroft and Mr. Charles

McLaughlin, all of Covington, making the largest delegation we have had at a

National Convention.

Respectfully submitted,

Mary E. Gii^tner.

REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT OF ADVANCEMENT OF
WOriAN'S WORK.

In the past few years woman has advanced most rapidly and wonderfully.

There is scarcely a trade or profession in which woman is not ably represented.

One case which came under my notice was that of a woman who was an under-

taker, and her work was pronounced to be the best ever seen.
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The lady physician is God's handmaiden just as much as the one in the

pulpit, as she heals the body as the other does the soul. Woman is man's glory,

but she is God's choice, to scatter love in the home and wherever she goes. She
has done grand things in many walks of life, but much greater ones are in store

for her when she wakes up to her opportunities

.

' Respectfully submitted,

Anna B. Morgan.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON CREDENTIALS.

General officers—Miss Laura Clay, Lexington
;

Mrs. Mary.B.

Clay, Richmond ; Mrs. Mary C. Cramer, Lexington ; Mrs. N. S.

McLaughlin, Covington ; Mrs. Mary C. Roark, Lexington ; Mrs.

Emma M. Roebuck, Newport; Mrs. Isabella H. Shepard, Covington.

Superintendents of Departments— Mrs. A. M. Harrison, Lex-

ington, Historian; Miss Hallie Herndon, Frankfort.

Campbell County E. R. A.—Mrs. Sarah Charles, Mrs. Laura

Spinks, Miss Sarah McConnell.

Twentieth Century Club—Prof. Wm. Giltner, Mrs. Mary E.

Giltner, Mrs. Loring, Mr. Charles McLaughlin, Miss Nannie

McLaughlin.

Louisville E. R. A.—Miss Margaret Merker.

Frankfort E. R. A.—Miss Mary E. Harrison.

jessamine E. R. A.—Mrs. Sarah A. Corrington.

Madison County E. R. A.—Mrs. L. G. Patton, Mrs. Buchanan,

Mrs. S. C. Bennett.

Fayette E. R. A.— Mrs. Mary G. Morton, Mrs. W. Payne,

Mrs. H. H Gratz, Mrs. E. P. Shelby, Mrs. Nellie Arnspiger,

Mrs. Elizabeth Lehman, Mrs. T. B. Hay, Mrs. Alice L. Carpenter,

Mrs. T. D. Ballard, Mrs. C. D. Chenault, Mrs. Wickliffe Preston,

Mrs. S. A. Charles.

Fraternal Delegates from Cincinnati, O.: Mrs. Harriet B.

Stanton and Mrs. McClellan Brown.

The Resolutions Committee offered the following :

Resolved, That this Association objects to the word sex in

paragraph 5 of the Statehood bill, which gives the same validity to

the disfranchisement of women as to that of criminals.

Resolved, That this Association heartily endorses ever}' effort

to secure a Dean of Women for the state college, and to place in

said college a department of Domestic Science.
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Resolved, That the thanks of the association be extended to

the Lexington Press, to the members of the Fayette County E. R.

A., who have so kindly offered a gracious hospitality to visitors, to

the ladies who contributed such a charming musical program, to

the Women's Club for its delightful entertainment, and to all who
have in any way furthered the interests of the cause.

Respectfully submitted,

Margaret Merker, Louisville, chairman.

Sarah Charles, Newport.

Sarah Corrington, Nicholasville.

REPORT OF WOriAN'S COUNCIL.

The Kentucky B R. A. received a very compHmentary invitation from
Dr, W. C. Davidson, superintendent of the Lexington Chatauqua Assembly, to

hold another Woman's Council.

The invitation was accepted, and again the Fayette E. R. A. assisted the

state association, and took under its charge the local arrangements and hospital-

ities. Speakers were secured to carry out an interesting and instructive program
for each day, embracing a wide view of the public interests in which women are

now engaged. The subjects and speakers were as follows :

—

Benefits of Domestic Science Miss Katherine Christian

Is the Child at School? ..Miss Eleanor Tarrant, of Ivouisville

Woman's Work in Missions Miss Sue B. Scott

Who Owns the Child? Miss Laura Clay

The Fourth of July meeting was of a patriotic nature, conducted by the

Daughters of the American Revolution; addresses by Miss Lucretia Hart Clay,

Vice-President General of the National D. A. R. and Mrs. Wm. Maxfield,

Regent of the Lexington Chapter.

A Better Citizenship Mrs. A. M. Harrison

The Trend of Woman's Clubs Mrs. J. R. Morton

Mrs. Wilber R. Smith
Mrs. Wilhelmina Loos

A Plea for the Bible in our Schools Mrs. Luella W. St. Clair

Educational Work in the Mountains of Kentucky Mrs. Frances E. Beauchamp

An afternoon reception was one of the social features of the Chatauqua.

A number of new members was a pleasant result of our second Woman's

Council, which was conceded on all sides to have been again one of the most

interesting features of the Chatauqua.

The success of the Woman's Council was largely due to the able man-

agement of Mrs. Mary C. Roark, chairman of the Woman's Council Committee.
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REPORT OF DR. WOODS' ORGANIZING TOUR.

At the convention of 1903 it was voted to employ Dr. Frances Woods in

the spring for a month's work in organizing. When the time drew near, how-

ever, Dr. Woods' health did not permit her to go into the field; and the National

Association had no other organizer unoccupied to offer in her place. It was

therefore very gratifying when in October Dr. Woods notified the National

Board that her health was recovered sufficiently for her to take up the work she

had been expected to do in the spring. Accordingly an engagement approved

by the Executive Committee was made with heir by Miss Clay to work in

Kentucky a month, from the middle of October to the middle of

November. She commenced her route at Paducah on October 17th,

and visited Princeton, Hopkinsville, Madisonville, Henderson. Owens-

boro and Hawesville. At Hawesville she was taken ill, and was

obliged to go to the Norton Infirmary at Louisville, where she remained sick a

week. This sickness interrupted the route which had been planned, and also

made her stay in Kentucky a week later in the season than was expected.

While she was in Louisville, Miss Annie Miller and Miss Margaret Merker
arranged some meetings for her, and she strengthened our Association in the city,

though the absence of its president, Mrs. Alice H. White, was unpropitious.

Dr. Woods occupied the remainder of her time by visiting Klizabethtown, Glas-

gow and Cave City. In most of the places she visited she organized associations

or Committees; in others she obtained valuable names of suffragists through

whose aid it is hoped the work can be furthered at some future time,

ASSOCIATIONS AND COMMITTEES OF KENTUCKY E. R. A.,

ORGANIZED BY DR. WOODS.

Paducah E. R. A. re-organized, President, Mrs. John G. Miller.

Treasurer, Mrs. J. D. Snnth, Jr.

Princeton. Committee of Ky. E. R. A. Organized.

Chairman, Mrs. John Tenipleman.

Madisonville E. R. A. organized with fifteen members.

President, Mrs. Virginia Franceway.

Vice-President, Mrs. H. H. Holeman.

Secretary and Treasurer, Mrs. J. Baile}'.

Henderson Comm.ittee of Ky. E. R. A. organized.

Chairman, Mrs. J. W.. Locket. "

Hawesville Committee of Ky. E. R. A. organized.

'

- Chairtnan, Mrs. Martha H. Hennen.

Cave City Committee of Ky. E. R. A. organized.

Chairman, IMrs. Lizzie Tucker.
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'•If ye abide in my word,. * * ^ ye shall know the truth, and the

truth shall make you free."

MINUTES
OF THE

Seventeenth Annual Convention
OF THE

KENTUCKY EQUAL RIGHTS ASSOCIATION
HELD AT

ASHL.ANI3, KY.

November 21st and 22nci, 1906

PLAN OF WORK COMMMITTEE, Met Nov. 21, at 9 o'clock.

The Committee decided to recommend to the convention the

following plan of work :

That we endeavor to obtain school suffrage for all women of the

state, who can read and write the English language.

That we continue our efforts to obtain for mothers the co-guar-

dianship of minor children.

That we endeavor to have women appointed on the boards of

all state punitive, and educational institutions.

That we continue our efforts to have a Dean of Women at the

state college.

That.we contmue to make increase of membership our principle

work for next year.

That the Executive Committee be empowered to employ a Field

Secretary.

MORNING SESSION.

Convention opened at ten o'clock with Scriptural reading and

prayer by the state president, Miss Laura Clay.

Voted that the program be made the order of business.

The chair appointed the following committees :

Credentials — Mrs. Alice Carpenter, Lexington; Mrs. Mary
Light Ogle, Covington.



Finance— Mrs. Isabel Shepard. Covington ; Mrs. Mary Spencer,
Covington.

Publications — Mrs. Emma Roebuck, Newport; Mrs. IMary B.

Clay, Richmond.

Resolutions—Mrs. Hannah Spring, Newport; Mrs. Desha
Breckenridge, Lexington; Prof. Wm. Giltner, Covington.

Courtesies— Mrs. S. T. Bagly, Ashland; Mrs A. L. Eba,

Cleveland.

Auditiiig—Miss l.aura White, Ashland ; Mrs. Mary Giltner,

Ashland.

Report of Committee on Credentials read and accepted.

Report of General Officers.

President, Miss Laura Clay thanked the members of the con-

vention of 1905 for the resolution approving of her remaining in

Oregon and assisting in rheir campaign.

Voted that the convention as a body tender Aliss Clay a vole of

thanks for work done in Oregon.

I St Vice-President, Mrs. Mary B. Clay, told of work done at

the last legislature.

Moved that the privilege of the floor be extended to all mem-
bers of the Ashland Equal Rights Association and of any neigh-

boring association, there present.

Report of Committee on Revision of Constitution, Miss Laura

Clay, chairman.

Moved by Mrs. Isabel H. Shepard and seconded by Mrs. S. T,

Bagly that the Treasurer be required to give bond. After discussion

this motion was withdrawn.

Voted that the fiscal year terminate January ist.

Voted that the report of the Revision Committee be accepted.

Voted that when the new state constitution is published, there

be also published a proposed constitution for local association.

Voted that the Committee on Publications be empowered to make

any verbal changes necessary.

Convention adjourned.

AFTERNOON SESSION.

Convention resumed at 2 o'clock with Scriptural reading by the

President and prayer by Mrs. T. H. BuUington, Ashland.

Minutes of morning session read and approved.
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Mrs. A. M. Glenn welcomed the convention on behalf of the

Ashland Equal Rights Association.

Mrs. T, H. BuUington gave an address of welcome from the

local W. C. T. U
President, Miss Laura Clay, responded to the addresses of wel-

come and then gave her annual address.

The convention enjoyed a very pleasing recitation by Mrs.

Robert Dicken of Ashland.

Mrs. Desha Breckenridge held the attention of the convention

with a very interesting talk on school suffrage for women.

General discussion of school suflfrage.

Voted that the chairman appoint a committee to promote interest

in school suffrage for Kentucky women.

Vojted that the suggestions of the Plan of Work Committee be

cosidered seriatim.

Voted that we continue our effort to secure for mothers the co*

guardianship of minor children.

Voted that we endeavor to have women appointed on the boards

of all punitive, educational and charitable institutions.

Voted that we continue our efforts to secure a Dean of Women
for the state college.

Voted that we make increase of membership our principal work

for next year.

Voted to accept the recommendation, that the Executive Com.

mittee be empowered to employ a Field Secretary.

Adjourned.

THURSDAY MORNING, Nov. 22.

Plan of Work Committee met at 9 o'clock. Committee suggests

the following

:

That we resolve to keep the expenses of the Ky. E. R. A.

within $125.00, not including the free will offerings.

That the Press Superintendent be paid a salary of $60.00, pro-

vided there are sufficient free will offerings.

Committee rose.

Convention called to order at 10 o'clock. Scriptural reading

and prayer by the President.

Minutes of previous session read and approved.

President appointed on the School Suffrage Committee : Mrs.

Desha Breckenridge of Lexington; Miss Laura White, Ashland;

Mrs. John Little, Louisville,

...,3....
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Moved that Miss Laura Clay, Lexington, and Mrs. Mary C.

Roark, Richmond, be added to the committee.

Voted that the expenses of the Ky. E. R. A. be kept within

$125.00, not including the free will offerings

Voted that the Press Superintendent be paid a salary of $60.00,

provided there are sufficient free will offerings.

Reports of Local Associations.

Corresponding Secretary, Mrs. Alice J). Carpenter, read reports

from Fayette County E. R. A., Cambell County E. R. A., a letter

from Mrs. Martha Hennen of the Hawesville E. R. A., also one from

Mrs. Avery of Frankfort E. R. A.

Mrs. Bagly read report of the Ashland E. R. A.

Mrs. Agnes L. Eifert told the convention how the Ashtand E.

R. A. secured the celebration of Peace Day by the public schools of

Ashland.

Mrs. Isabel H. Shepard reported from Kenton Co. E. R. A.

Mrs. N. S. McLaughlin gave a verbal report from the 20th Cen-

tury Club of Covington.

Mrs. Mary B. Clay read report of Madison County E. R. A.

The report of Treasurer, Mrs. Isabel H. Shepard was read and

books placed in the hands of the audicing committee.

The convention then proceeded with the election of officers.

Voted that the Chair appoint Tellers.

Tellers appointed were : Mrs. Alice Bronston Oldham and Mrs.

Drue Thomas.

The election resulted as follows

:

President Miss Laura Clay, Lexington.

ist Vice-President, Mrs. Mary B. Clay, Richmond.

2nd Vice President, Mrs. Mary C. Cramer, Lexington.

Voted that a letter of sympathy be sent to Mrs. Mary C. Cra-

mer, regretting her illness and consequent absence from the

convention.

3rd Vice-President, Mrs. N. S. McLaughlin Covington.

Cor. Secretary, Mrs. Mary C. Roark, Richmond.

Rec. Secretary, Mrs. Emma M. Roebuck, Newport.

Treasurer, Mrs. Isabel H. Shepard, Covington.

Adjourned.
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AFTERNOON SESSION.
*

Executive Committee met at 1.30 o'clock and decided to

recommend:

The nomination of Mrs. Mary Light Ogle as Historian and of

Mrs. Lida Calvert Obenchain for Press Superindent.

Voted that the Executive Committee waive their privilege to

select the place of the next annual meeting and submit the vote to

the convention.

Committee rose.

Convention called to order at 2 o'clock. Scriptural reading by

the President; prayer by Mrs. A. E. Colgrove.

Minutes of morning session read and approved.

Chair declared that nominations for delegates to the National

Convention were then in order.

Mrs. Mary E. Giltner was nominated and elected member of

the National Ex. Committee.

Delegates nominated were:

Miss Laura White Ashland

Mrs. Mary L. Ogle Covington

Mrs. Sarah Charles Newport

Mrs. Mary B. Clay Richmond
Miss Sophronisba Breckenridge Lexington

Mrs, Isabell H. Shepard Covington

Mrs Agnes L. Eifert Ashland

Mrs. Mary Spencer Covington

Mrs. S. N. McLaugUin Covington

Mrs. Alice B. Oldham Lexington

Delegates elected:

Miss Laura White , Ashland

Mrs. Mary L. Ogle Covington

Mrs. Sarah Charles Newport

Mrs. Mary B. Clay Richmond
Mrs. Sophronisba Breckenridge Lexington

Mrs. Isabel H. Shepard Covington

Voted that the remainder of those nominated as delegates go as

alternates.

Alternates elected were:

Mrs. Agnes L. Eifert Ashland

Mrs. May Spencer [ Covington

Mrs N. S. McLaughlin Covington
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Mrs. Alice'B. Oldham....

Mrs. Emma M. Roebuck

Mrs. Alice B. Carpenter..,

Lexington

...Newport

Lexington

Voted that the ist alternate fill the first vacancy, the 2nd alter-

nate the second vacancy, etc.

Voted that if, when the delegates arrive in Chicago, there is a

vacancy, they be empowered to fill that vacancy with some member

of the Ky. E. R. A. there present

Rev. Anna Shaw, our National President, announced to the

convention that the people of Chicago will entertain all delegates to

the National convention.

Voted that Mrs. Lida Calvert Obenchain be elected Press

Superintendent for the following year.

Voted that Mrs. Mary Light Ogle be elected State Historian.

The convention received two invitations for the annual meeting

next year. One from the Madisonville E. R. A. and one from the

Madison County E. R A.

Voted that we accept the invitation of the Madisonville E. R. A.

Report of the Auditing Committee read and accepted.

Report of Mrs. Mary E. Giltner, member of the National Ex.

Committee was read and accepted.

Rev. Anna Shaw told the oonvention of the brilliant celebration

of College Night at the National Convention at Baltimore, which

was arranged by President M, Thomas of Bryn Mawr College.

Report of the Frankfort or Legislative Committee read by Mrs.

Mary B. Clay and accepted.

Report of Press Superintendent, Mrs. Lida Calvert Obenchain

read and accepted.

Report of Superintendent among Young People, Miss Anna B.

Morgan, read and accepted.

Mrs. Mary Spencer of Covington made an appeal for Free Will

offerings.

The Free Will offerings were

:

Miss Belle Bennet $ 5 00

Mrs Sarah Bennett 30 00

Mary B. Clay

Mary E Giltner

" Desha Breckenridge

Fayette Co. E R. A

10 00

5 00

5 00

5 00
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Camphell Co. E R. A lo oo

20th Century of Covington 5 00

Mrs Alicr D. Carpenter 1 00

Alice B. Oldham i 00

" Mary Spencer i 00

" N. S. McLaughlin i 00

Ashland E. R. A 2 00

Miss Laura While ... i 00

Mrs. Lawrence . 50

Total $82 50

The convention enjoyed a very pleasing recitation by Mrs.

Lydia Sersian

General discussion of the recommendation of the National Ex.

Committee on Presidential SufTrage.

Leaflets on Church work were then distributed

Rev, Anna Shaw delivered an address to the convention on

Peace and Arbitration.

Mrs. Margaret Sommers entertained the convention with a very

amusing recitation.

An interesting paper on Child Labor, written by Mrs. A. M.
Harrison and read by Mrs. Alice B. Oldham, aroused general dis-

cussion of the subject.

Report of Committee on Resolutions read and accepted.

Voted that the resolutions be read at the close of this evening's

entertainment.

Voted that we approve of the acceptance by the National asso-

ciation of the badge shown.

Convention adjourned.

Executive Committee met immediately after the convention an

made the following appropriations :

Officers traveling expenses • $38 25

Rev. Anna Shaw's salary 58 00

Printing Programs 2 50

Printing of Minutes. 25 00

Postage for Rec. Secretary 2 00

Postage for Cor. Secretary. 2 00

Postage and Stationery for Press. Sup t.. ...... 25 00

Salary of Press Sup't 5a 00

Commitee rose, ExMMA M. Roebuck, Rec. Secretary.



EVENING SESSION, Wednesday Eve., Nov. 21, 1906.

The evening session was opened with a prayer by Eev. Wm.
Dunn Ryan, this was followed by music, under the direction of Mrs.

F. B, Potest.

Judge W. J. Hampton gave an address of welcome in behalf of

the city, which was full of good will and hospitality.

Mrs. John McElmurray read an address of welcome Irom the

Kings' Daughters.

Rev. Anna Shaw then gave the address of the eVening, which

was a great treat, particularly so, as many of the Ashland people had

never heard her before. Her sound arguments, interspersed with

keen wit, kept her audience amused and entertained, while she in-

structed them.

After the lecture, members of the Ky. E. R. A. , solicited names

for membership in the Ashland association.

Thirsday Eve., Nov. 22nd.

Rev. J. I. Wean opened this evening session with an invocation.

Mrs. W. A. Manning delighted the audience with a beautiful

vocal solo and Prof. J. G. Crabbe followed with an encouraging

address to the members of the Ky. E. R. A.

Rev. Anna Shaw delivered her most popular lecture, *'The Fate

of Republics." The audience was intensely interested and at the

close one old gentleman, sitting away up in front, became very en-

thusiastic and striking his knee with his fist, remarked : "True, true,

every word of it." Emma M. Roebuck, Rec. Sec.

ANNUAL REPORT OF TREASURER OF KENTUCKY E. R. ASSOCIATION
JANUARY I, I906-JANUARY 2, 1907

To Balance, January i, 1906 $136 63

Free Will Offerings— 1906—Mrs. Giltner $ 5 0°

Miss Clay 10 00

Fayette Co. Ass'n 10 00

Newport Ass'n 10 00

Madison Co 10 00

Miss Rugg I 00

Dr. Roebuck i 00

Miss Smith i 00

Dr. Southgate i 00

Mrs. Shepard i 00
50 00

Free Will Offerings—1907—Mrs. Bennett I30 00

Miss B. Bennett 5 00

Mrs. Eifer4: i 00

Ashland E. R. Ass'n 2 00
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Miss White i oo
Miss Lawrence 50
Mrs. Spencer i 00
Mrs. Breckenridge 5 00
Mrs. Carpenter i 00
Mrs. McLaughlin . i 00
Mrs. Shepard i 00
Miss L. Clay 10 00

63 50
Donations—

Jan. I, 1906—Dec. 31, 1906—Mrs. M. B. Clay $4 60
Miss L. Clay 7 00
Frankfort E.R.Ass'n 75
Hickman *' 25
Bowling Green " 20

12 80
Frankfort Cohimittee returned 8 00
Miss Clay paid for Programs. 2 50
Annual Dues from

Local E. R. Associations—Ashland
( 31) $10 85

Bowling Green..( 8) 2 80
Frankfort

( 5) i 75
Hawesville

( 4) i 40
Kenton Co

( 4) i 40
Lexington... .....(130) 45 50
Newport ( 60) 21 00
Richmond

( 69) 24 15
20th Century ...( 86) 30 10

Hickman
( 5) i 75

140 70

Total $414 13

BY FOLLOWING DISBURSEMENTS

Frankfort Committee $ 25 00
Printing Minutes 20 00
Postage—Secretary (1906) , 2 00
Press Work 45 00
Salary (Free Will Offerings) Supt. Press Work ... 60 00
Miss Shaw—Lecture at Ashland $45 00

One half Traveling Expenses 13 00
58 00

Traveling Expenses of Officers—Miss Clay $7 00
Mrs. M. B. Clay 7 60
Mrs. Carpenter 7 00
Mrs. McLaughlin 5 55
Mrs. Roebuck 5 55
Mrs. Shepard 5 55

Postage— Secretary....... 2 00
Printing Programs 2 50
Annual Dues of Kentucky E. R. Ass'n to National Ass'n 40 20

292 95
Balance January 2, 1907 121 18

Total I414 13
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REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT OF PRESS WORK.

I think no one can read the newspaper of this state without real,

izing that public sentiment is everywhere moving in the direction of

"Equal Rights for All; Special Privileges for None." The resolutions

adopted by the Kentucky Grange at its recent meeting in Lexington

are a striking pro:f of this, and yet more striking is an editorial utter-

ance of the Courier Journal, within the last month, recommending

that the sphere of woman's influence be extended in order that she

may have some supervision over our factories, our public schools,

our insane asylums, and all other charitable and eleemosynary in-

stitutions--just what the Ky. E. R. A. has been striving for these

many years.

I have now one hundred papers on my list. One third of tTiese

are edited by jnen who are in favor of Equal Rights or who are will-

ing to hear both sides of a question, and gladly give place to our

literature. From the other two thirds I have courteous promises to

print an occasional article, but having no local press workers in the

towns where these papers are published, I cannot tell whether their

promises are always kept.

Last spring one of my editors wrote to me for information con-

cerning the representative women of America. A young lady friend

of his wanted the information for her commencement essay. I sent

biographical sketches of Lucy Stone, Miss Anthony and other leaders

of the suffrage cause, and I think one Kentucky girl must have had a

good strong-minded essay.

Whenever a paper prints our articles with any regularity, I am
pretty sure to hear from the opposition and this year I have had three

nice little controversies in the Winchester Sun-Sentinel, the Hart

County News, and the Pikeville Republican. I have kept no record of

the special articles I have written, but I can recall from memory

twelve, besides the articles written for the National Bureau. I also

send to the National Press Department all items of Kentucky news,

that have a bearing on suffrage.

Last winter, when our Co-Guardianship Bill was pending in the

legislature I wrote to four editors asking them to say a word editorially

in behalf of the bill and send a copy of the paper to their representa-

tives. They did this, and whenever we are working for the passage

of a measure, I believe the help of the press should be relied on and

called out in this way.
The financial report is as follows :
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Cash on hand at the close of last year $15 00
From Mrs. Shepard, May 1906 10 00

M July 1906 5 00

,, September 1906 , 10 00

Total $40 00
Expended for Stamps $25 00

for Printing i 50
for Envelopes 10 00
for Postal cards 3 50

Total $40 00
Respectfully submitted, L. C. Obenchain,

Supt. Press Work, Ky. E. R. A.

REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT OF ADVANCEMENT OF W0MA?4'5 WORK

Woman's work continues to advance in all walks of life. An
Ohio woman, Mrs. Ellen Spencer Mussey, has achieved honorable

distinction in the District of Columbia, by receiving the unanimous

appointment as a member of the Board of Education from the justices

of the District Supreme Court.

After 157 years the University of Pennsylvania has finally placed

women on the same standing as men,

Mrs. Workman v/ith her husband Dr. Workman, has gained

fame as a mountain climber. They climbed Nun Kun, one of the

secondary peaks of the Himalayas, reaching an altitude 23,000 feet.

These are but a few of the many ways in which women are ex-

celling.

Respectfully submitted, Anna B. Morgan.

REPORT OF THE STATE MEMBER OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF

N. A. W. 8. A.,

The 38th Annual Convention of the National Womans Sufierage

Association convened in Baltimore, February 3rd, 1906, in the Lyric

Theatre. The first meeting was held by the Executive Committee at

9 A. M., and at 11 o'clock a council of State presidents. Mrs. Har-

riet Upton Taylor presiding.

The afternoon session was presided over by our National pres-

ident Rev. Anna H. Shaw and Mrs. Emma Maddux Funk, president

of the Maryland Suffrage Association, and who made the address of

welcome. The response was followed by Dr. Annie Jeffreys of Port-

land, Oregon.



The reports of the corresponding secretary, Miss Kate M. Gor-

don, and of the headquarters secretary Miss Kate M. Hauser, so the

preliminary business of the Convention was dispached.

Then came the Governor of Maryland, Edwin Warfield with

Mrs. Julia Ward Howe leaning on his arm, an enthusiastic applause

broke from the large audience. Next came our beloved President

Anna H. Shaw, and the world renowed Miss Clara Barton, the

applause became tumultuous as each distinguished person was seated.

But when our beloved and greatest of all women, dear Susan B.

Anthony was reported in the city, and very ill, a gloom was cast over

the entire convention. During the evening many were the tributes

paid to the absent leader.

The response to the greetings were to have been made by dear

Miss Anthony, and in speaking of her absence Dr, Shaw said ''no

one can take her place, for in all the world there is only one Miss

Anthony, one Mrs. Howe and one Miss Barton.'* Miss Barton was

introduced and was greeted with enthusiastic applause; her voice was

very weak as was also Mrs. Howe's who followed, there was almost

an intense silence to hear their feeble voices. Mrs. Howe said, "I

am not going to preach, but give you a text: 'What came you into

the wilderness to see,' not to see a reed shaken by the wind, but as

the people who went to see John the Baptist you came to see the

prophets. There are great changes from the past to the present. Mrs.

Livermore, Lucy Stone and myself were held up as three old crows

on a placard in a small town years ago. Mrs. Howe exhorted her

hearers to follow straight on to the end; it will be a sweet one, not a

bitter one, she said, and I hope it will come before I am gone."

In the afternoon addresses were made by many of the ladies of

Maryland and by many others of different societies, who favor our

cause and are doing a grand work.

Dr. Shaw said that through organizations women have come to

understand each other better, and that "whether we are progressive

or conservative we are working according to our rights for the great-

est good of humanity, I might quote from many others, but time for-

bids." The meeting closed by prayer by Rev. Guillmee.

In the morning were reports of Standing Committees. The most

interesting report in the afternoon was made by Mrs. Florence Kelly

on the industrial problems effecting women and children throughout

the country, and very little had been done by this feeble method in

Maryland.
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Mrs. Ella Steward made an address on ''Tame Falacies," ''Our

Privileges," which caused much merriment by her allusions to some

arguments brought against woman suffragists, that it would ruin her

complection, etc.

Mrs. Craigie gave an interesting report of the liquor traffic which

is arrayed against the cause. Mrs. Babcock, Chairman of Press Com-
mittee reported, never before had there been such a demand for ad-

vance matters relative to our conventions as this year.

Miss Jane Adams of Hull House, Chicago, made a very interest-

ing argument, bringing forth the reasons why women should vote,

reviewing the history of women since she was compelled to go in

factories.

The evening session was devoted to the consideration of women
in history, women in politics etc.

The peace and arbitration was taken up. Mrs. Meade said it

was the greatest question of all and the greatest problem of the day.

The election of officers comes next and this means nearing the close;

I will not give the names as thty are familiar to you all.

Tribute to Baltimore

We shall return to our homes from the Atlantic to the Pacific

Ocean, from Canada to the Gulf, with many happy and affectionate

recollections of Baltimore and its hospitable people. Miss Shaw gave

of her many brilliant speeches interspersed with humorous anecdotes,

such as she can only give. Thus closed the Thirty Eighth Annual

Convention, of the N. A. W. S. A.

Respectfully submitted, Mary E. Giltner.

The celebration of Miss Anthony's birthday in Washington,

D. C, was said to be a brilliant affair, it was her eighty sixth anni

versary, many prominent persons spoke on this occasion and beauti_

ful souvenir programms, containing Miss Anthony's picture, together

with a facsimile of her handwriting was presented to every one. Rev.

-Anna Shaw presiding. Many letters of congratulation were read

from our President and other distinguished men of our Nation.

This last birthday will remain long in the memory of those pre-

sent,

REPORT OF LOCAL ASSOCIATIONS.

FAYETTE COUNTY E. R. A.

The Fayette E. R. A. has held three meetings during the past

year. The roil call at the first meeting showed a membership of
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alsmost two hundred. Among the encouraging indications of public

opinion is the attitude of the press towards woman's suffrage.

At the second meeting delegates to the State Convention at Ash-

land were elected. Program meetings were discussed and arranged

for the coming year.

On November i6th a memorial meeting was held to Miss Susan

B. Anthony. Miss Laura Clay presided and spoke feelingly upon ihe

life and character of this great leader of the suffrage work. Other

members spoke briefly on the same subject.

Several new members had been added at these meetings.

We desire to thank most cordially our two daily papers, the

Herald" and tbe "Leader" for their kind interest and assistance.

Mrs, Wellington Payne^ Secretary.

MADISON CO. E. R. A.

Madam President and Ladies :
—

Only a few days after our return from our delightful meeting at

Newport, we were called together to hold memorial services for our

departed friend and co-laborer, Miss Anthony. Her loss was indeed a

bitter loss to the whole land.

The Sewerage Bond Bill, as it was known in our town, was sub-

mitted to the vote of the people. Our association met and appointed

Mr. D. Parrish to investigate the matter and see if the council could

not give the women the privelege of voting on this bill. He did so,

but found council was not vested with such power. A vote of thanks

was extended to Mr. Parrish. Many of our men approved and were

in hopes, this privilege could be granted us. We have had many new
members and we hope our locals throughout the state will hold meet-

ings and take an interest in every public issue in their town. Best

wishes for a successful meeting.

Yours Respectfully Mrs, K. S. Wiggins, Sec.

ASHLAND E. R. A.

The Ashland E. R. A. has had a year of good v/ork. Had seven

well attended meeting. There seems to be an awakening responsive»

ness in the members and a good foundation for the work has been laid.

One of our members attended the Baltimore convention and came

home full of enthusiasm. Our association was instrumental in having

Peace Day observed in the public schools.

Our memorial meeting on the death of Miss Anthony was espe-

cially interesting.
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Our appeal to our representatives in favor of the co guardianship

Bill was well received. We sent $10.00 to the Oregon Fund.

We have taken the Woman's Journal and "Progress.''

We trust our local ranks may be increased by the work of this

convention and we feel that it is good to have you with us.

Respectfully submitted,

(Mrs. W. H. Bagley, Pres.

(Mrs.) A. M. Glenn, Sec.

CAMPBELL CO E. R. A.

The Campbell Co. E. R. A. has held eight meetings this past

year, one of which was a memorial in honor of the late Miss Susan

B. Anthony. Many strangers and friends outside of the association

attended this meeting.

Many of our members wrote to the representatives from this

district in the legislature, urging them to support our bills.

We have distributed literature and asked for new members when-

ever possible.

Some of our members wrote to the candidates for Congress, ask-

ing if they were in favor of a i6th amendment to the constitution of

the United States, allowing women to vote.

We contmue adding new members, and have lost one by death

and others by removal. Our membership is now 75 and we are

sending six delegates to the state convention at Ashlard and sent

one representative to the National convention at Baltimore.

Respectfully submitted, Mrs. A. J. Stimson, Sec.

BOWLING GREEN, E, R. A.

Absolutely no work has been done except distribution of suffrage

literature among the teachers of the public schools. They are very

much interested and every paper sent is passed from hand to hand

until every teacher has read it. They are anxious to have women
on the schoolboard and the question of school suffrage for women
interests them. Many of them knew nothing of the work of the E.

R. A, in behalf of school suffrage and the leaflets sent were a revela-

tion. L. C. Obenchain, Sec.

HICKMAN, E. R. A.

Mrs. Hubbard writes that they have held some meetings, but

have done no other work. Sent dues for five members,

Many of the local associations sent dues, but no reports of

work done.
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REPORT OF AUDITING COMMITTEE.

The Auditing Committee of the Ky. Equal Rights Association

respectfully reports as follows:

Balance $136 63

Pledges.... 53 00

Dues received 123 00

$312 83

Disbursed 134 50

Balance for 1906 178 33
Pledges for 1907 35 00

Total in Treasury $213 33
Laura R. White, Chairman,

Mary E. Giltner.

The Committee on Resolutions offered the following :

Whereas, The House Joint Resolution 86 (now before the

judiciary committee of Congress) which provides for the submitting

to state legislatures an amendment to the constitution of the United

States, giving women the right to vote. Therefore:

Resolved, That the Ky E. R, A. urges upon the members of

the judiciary committee, the duty of making a favorable report on

joint resolution 86.

Resolved, That this convention request the delegates to use

every opportunity to induce other organizations to send to President

Roosevelt and members of the judiciary committee, resolutions and

personal letters urging the passage of joint resolution 86.

Resolved, That the Ky. E. R. H. offer thanks to Secretery Bo-

naparte for the stand he has taken as to fair play towards women
in civil service positions.

Resolved, That the Ky. E. R. A. thank the Ky. State Grange

for the resolutions adopted at their state meeting indorsing full suf-

frage for women.

Resolved, That the Ky. E. R. A. thank the members of the

last legislature for the passage of the bill raising the age of consent

from 12 to 16 years.

Whereas, The Ky. E. R. A. believing it would be for the bets

terment of the moral and educational interest cf the people, that the

women have a voice in the government of the state, therefore be it
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Resolved. That we ask the legislature of Kentucky at its next

session to provide for the submission to the voters an amendment, to

the constitution, granting, with an educational qualification, full

suffrage to women.

Resolved that the thanks of this Association be tendered to

Judge William Hampton, Prof. J. C. Croake, the Woman's Christian

Temperance Union, the King's Daughters for their words of kindly

greeting and cordial welcome. Oar thanks are especially due to

Ashland E. R. A. for their generous hospitality and courteous enter-

tainment and to all who so graciously contributed in any way to our

pleasure and enjoyment.

Resolved, That this convention, as a body, express its deep re-

grets at the loss of our great leader, Miss Susan B. Anthony, who for

so many years stood in the front for justice, right and liberty to all

womankind. Respectfully submitted,

Hannah L. Springs,

Madeleine McD. Breckenridge,

W. S. GiLTNER.

Constittition and By-Law»
OF THE

KENTUCKY EQUAL RIGHTS ASSOCIATION

MOTTO
"If ye abide in my Word, ye shall know the truth, and the trutth shall

make you free."

CONSTITUTION
ARTICLE I -NAME.

This Association shall be known as ''The Kentucky Equal Rights

AssociAlilON, " auxiliary to the National American Woman Suffrage Asso-

ciation.

ARTICLE II—OBJECT.
Its object shall be to advance the industrial, educational and legal rights

of women, and to secure suffrage to them by appropriate State and National

legislation.

ARTICLE III—MEMBERSHIP.
Any local organization may become auxiliary to the State Equal Rights

Association by endorsing the Constitution and paying dues to the State

Treasurer. Any person may become a member of this Association by en-

dorsing the Constitution and paying dues to the State Treasurer. No distinc-

tion on account of sex shall be made in membership or eligibility to office in

this Association.



ARTICLE IV—FINANCE.
EacH local association shall pay annually to the State Treasurer, the

amount of thirty-five cents per member of each auxiliary; ten cents of which

shall go to the National-American Woman Suffrage Association. Each mem-
ber of the Sta'^e Equal Rights Association, not a member of an auxiliary local

association, shall pay annually to the State Treasurer the amount of one dollar.

ARTICLE V—GENERAL OFFICERS.

The General Officers shall be a President, three Vice Presidents, a Corres-

ponding Secretary, a Recording Secretary and a Treasurer. These General

Officers shall constitute an Executive Committee to provide for and control

the general interest of the work, of whom three shall constitute a quorum

when assembled, or a majority may act by correspondence in response to a

circular letter addressed to every member of the Executive Committee, not

less than ten days before hand, by the President.

ARTICLE VI—ANNUAL MEETING.

The Annual Meeting shall be composed of the Executive Committee, the

State Superintendent of Press Work, the State Historian and the State Mem-
ber of the National Executive Committee, one delegate at large and one

delegate for every ten paid up members, for the current year, from each aux-

iliary association. The time and place of the Annual Meeting shall be chosen

by the Executive Committee, and at this Annual Meeting the general officers

and delegates to the National American Woman Suffrage Association Conveti-

tion shall be elected.

The general officers elected at the end of every term of three years,

counting from the convention of 1903, shall be the Board of Directors of the

Corporation of the Kentucky Equal Rights Association, and shall hold the same

positions respectively as in the Executive Committee of the State Association.

ARTICLE VII—AMENDMENTS.
This Constitution may be altered or amended by a two-thirds vote of the

members present at any Annual Meeting

BY-LAWS
ARTICLE I—DUTIES OF OFFICERS.

Section i. President—The President may call special meetings of the

Executive Committee, when he or she may deem it necessary or in response to

the written request of any three members of the Executive Committe, and

shall perform other duties usual to such officer.

Section 2. Corresponding Secretary— It shall be the duty of the Corres-

ponding Secretary to conduct the correspondence; to send to each local aux-

iliary at least one month before the Annual Meeting a blank for their report

for the current year. She shall then collate from such reports, her own annual

report.

Section 3. Recording Secretary—The Recording Secretary shall also

be Secretary of the Eexecutive Committee. He or she shall attend all meet-
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tings of the Association and of the Executive Committee, and keep correct

record of their proceedings, and shall apprise members of committee of their

appointments. At the first session of each Annual Meeting she shall read the

minutes of all sessions of the Executive Committee, since the last Annual

Meeting, in their proper order, for the information of the Annual Meeting, and

shall perform such' duties usually pertaining to such office.

Section 4. Treasurer— It shall be the duty of the Treasurer to keep

accurate account of all receipts and disbursements of money, and present a

detailed report thereof to each Annual Meeting. He or she shall pay no bills

except on an order signed by the President and Recording Secretary. The

fiscal year shall terminate January 1st.

ARTICLE II -PLAN OF WORK.
To forward the objects of this Association the following lines of work are

adopted and their efficient prosecution shall be provided for by the Annual

Meeting or the Executive Committee:
1st. Distribution of Literature. 2nd.PressWork. 3rd. Legislative&PetitionWork.

Any other lines of work consistent with the aims of this Association may

be taken up when recommended by the Executive Committee and approved by

the Annual Meeting.
The Executive Committee shall constitute, ex-officio, a Lecture Bureau,

and shall from time to time arrange such lecture tours for public speakers as

ways and means shall seem to justify.

An Advisory Committee of men and women shall be appointed, consisting

of one member from each State Senatorial District, or, v^^here possible, one

from each State Representative District, with whom the officers of the Associa-

tion may consult in regard to the interests of the work in their respective

districts.

ARTICLE IIl-VOTING.
Each Local Association may cast the full vote to which it is entitled as

set forth in Article VI of the Constitution, General Officers, Superintendent

of Press Work, State Historian and the State Member of the National Execu-

tive Committee must vote in person and their vote cannot be cast otherwise^

Local delegates present may cast, pro rata, the vote of absentees.

ARTICLE IV--^ELECTION OF OFFICERS.
Section i. The officers shall be elected on the morning of the last day

of the Annual Meeting, and in the following manner: Tellers having been

appointed by the meeting an informal ballot shall be cast for each office separ-

ately, and the members of the Convention shall then proceed to vote by ballot

for the person thus nominated, or the informal ballot may be made the formal

by vote of the meeting.
Section 2. The Press Superintendent, Advisory Committee and State

Historian shall be nominated by the Executive Committee and elected by the

Annual Meeting. Their election and that of the State Member of the National

Executive Committee and the Delegates to the National Convention, shall be

by acclamation, unless otherwise ordered.
Section 3. The Executive Committee may fill any vacancies occuring

in the interim of the Annual Meeting.



ARTICLE V—COMMITTEES.
Skction I. The following committees shall be appointed on the first

morning of the Annual Meeting: On Credentials, on Publication, on Auditing,

on Resolutions and on Courtesies.

Skction 2. The Executive Committee, Press Superintendent and State

Historian shall meet in joint session previous to the Annual Meeting, to pre-

pare a plan of work to be submitted to the said Annual Meeting, and shall hold

another meeting at the close of these to complete arrangements for the ensu-

ing year's- work.

Section 3. The Executive Committee shall be the Business Committee
of the Annual Meeting.

ARTICLE VI—DUTIES OF COMMITTEES.
ON CREDENTIALS.

Section i. The Committee on Credentials shall consist of two or more
of whom the Corresponding Secretary shall be Chairman. They shall receive

and examine credentials of delegates, and approve such as are signed by the

President or Secretary of Local Associations represented; shall report to the

Convention, setting forth the whole number of delegates present, and in the

following order

:

1. General Officers.

2. Superintendent of Press Work, State Historian and State Member of

National Executive Committee.

3. Delegates from Local Associations.

ON PUBLICATIONS,

Section 2. The Committee on Publications shall consist of two or more,

shall solicit subscriptions for Suffrage Papers, shall provide for the publication

of the minutes and all other papers ordered to be published by the Convention.

The Recording Secretary shall be Chairman of this Committee.

ON resolutions.

Section 3. The Committee on Resolutions shall consist of three and

shall perform the duties usual to such committee.

ON courtesies.

Section 4. The Committee on Courtesies shall have charge of all intro-

ductions to the Convention.
ARTICLE VII.

All documents and announcements from General Officers shall be sent to

each Local Auxiliary.
ARTICLE VIII.

The expenses of the General Officers and the Press Superintendent, in

traveling to and from the Convention, also postage and stationery, shall be

paid from the State Treasury.

ARTICLE IX.
BOOK OF reference.

Roberts' Rules of Order are adopted as a Book of Reference on points of

Parliamentary Law.
ARTICLE X.

These By-Laws may be amended by a two thirds vote of the members

present at any Annual Meeting.
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OFFICERS

The Kentucky Equal Rights Association

President

Miss Laura Clay Lexington, Ky.

First Vice-President

Mrs. Mary B. Clay Richmond, Ky.

Second Vice-President

Mrs. Mary C, Cramer Lexington, Ky.

Third Vice-President

Mrs. N. S. McLaughlin, ioii Scott St Covington, Ky.

Corresj^onding Secretary

Mrs. Mary C. Roark Richmond, Ky.

Recording Secretary

Mrs. Emma M. Roebuck, 112 W. Front St Newport, Ky.

Treasurer

Mrs. Isabella Shepard, 31 E. 12th St Covington, Ky.

Press Work

Mrs. L. C. Obenchain Bowling Green, Ky.

Historian

Mrs. M. B. Reynolds Covington, Ky.

Member of Ex. Com. N. A. W. S. A.

Mary E. Giltner Covington, Ky.



''If ye abide in my word, * * * ye shall know the truth, and the

truth shall make 3^ou free."

MIlSrXJTES
OF THE

Eighteentli Annual Convention
OF THE

KENTUCKY EQUAL RIGHTS ASSOCIATION

HELD AT

RICHMOND, KY.

November 14:thL aod 15thi, 19o7

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MET THURSDAY MORNING, NOV. 14,

AT 9 O'CLOCK.

Moved that Mrs. Obenchain, the Press Superintendent, be

paid $50 as salary up to November i, 1907.

The Recording Secretary was instructed to write to Press

Superintendent.

The President, Miss Clay, read a letter from Miss Gordon,

asking that our State Association protest against the appoint-

ment of Mr. Jenkins, of Wisconsin, as Chairman of the Judi-

ciary Committee of Congress.

The Plan of Work Committee recommends that the bill for

school suffrage for women, to be introduced in the next Legisla-

ture, be left in the hands of the Kentucky Federation of Women's
Clubs.

Adjourned. .



MORNING SESSION.

Convention called to order at lo o'clock.

Scriptural reading and prayer by the President, Miss Laura

Clay.

Voted that the program be made the order of business.

Minutes of the Executive Committee read and approved.

President appointed the following committees

:

Publications—Mrs. E. M. Roebuck, Mrs. N. S. McLaughlin.

Credentials—Mrs. Isabella Shepard^ Mrs. Mary C. Roark.

Auditing—Miss Laura White, Mrs. Sarah Charles.

Courtesies—Mrs. Ellen Gibson, Mrs. M. McClellan.

Resolutions—Mrs. Ida BuUington, Mrs. Hannah Spring,

Mrs. Mary B. Cfay.

REPORT OF VICE PRESIDENTS.

Mrs. Mary B. Clay reported work done locally.

Mrs. Mary C. Cramer told of work done in Lexington.

Mrs. N. S. McLaughlin related experience in securing signa-

tures for school elections.

Mrs. E. M. Roebuck reported work done in her department.

Report of National Executive Committee Member, Mrs.

Mary E. Giltner, read and accepted.

REPORTS FROM LOCAL CLUBS.

Ashland report read by Miss Laura White.

Bowling Green sent no report.

Campbell County report read by Mrs. Hannah Spring.

Kenton County, verbal report by Mrs. Isabella Shepard.

Fayette County report read by Mrs. M. C. Cramer.

Moved that the Secretary write Mrs. Mary G. Morton, of

Lexington, a letter of condolence.

Madison County report read by Mrs. Kate Rose Wiggins.

Mrs. Mary B. Clay told of two prominent men of Richmond,

Ky.—^^Prof. Simmons and Mr. J. R. Sullivan—having publicly

declared themselves in favor of full suffrage for women; also of

Superintendent Nolan, in favor of school suffrage.
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Editorial from Lexington Herald of November 7 was read.

Voted the Secretary write to Mr. Desha Breckenridge, editor

of the Heraldj and thank him for his editorial.

Voted that part of Mr. Breckenridge's editorial be incorpo-

rated in the minutes of this convention.

Miss Laura White reported a new paper started in Ashland,

Ky., which is in favor of woman's suffrage.

Mrs. N. S. McLaughlin gave a verbal report from the

Twentieth Century Club.

Treasurer reported dues sent from Hickman and a letter

from Mrs. S. M. Hubbard, in which she regretted being unable

to attend the convention .on account of the recent death of her

mother.

Voted that the Secretary be instructed to write a letter of

sympathy to Mrs. S. M, Hubbard, of Hickman.

President reported dues sent from Louisville.

Discussion of the position of the church in regard to v/om-

an's suffrage.

Voted that the suggestion of the National Association on

church work be referred to the Plan of Work Committee.

Mrs. Desha Breckenridge spoke of the convention of the

Kentucky State Development Association, to be held in Louis-

ville in January, and asked the interest of the convention.

Adjourned.

AFTERNOON SESSION.

Convention resumed at 2 o'clock.

Scriptural reading and prayer by Miss Clay.

Minutes of morning session read and approved.

The convention was most cordially welcomed on behalf of

Madison County E. R. A. by Mrs. Mary B. Miller, on behalf

of the Woman's Club by Mrs. T. J. Smith, and on behalf of the

Madison County School Improvement League by Mrs. Ben

Banks.

The President responded to the addresses of welcome and

gave her annual report.
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Rev. Aniia H. Shaw was introduced and addressed the con-

vention. Miss Shaw explained the resolution being asked from

the different churches in regard to the i6th amendment to the

Constitution of the United States.

The Committee on School Suffrage, J^Irs. Desha Brecken-

ridge, Chairman, reported.

Airs. Breckenridge reported having written a letter to Gov-

ernor-elect Wilson, asking his position on woman's suffrage, to

which he replied that he was decidedly in favor of school suf-

frage for women.

Voted to adopt the recommendation of the Plan of Work
Committee to leave the bill for school suffrage in the hands of

the Legislative Committee of the Federation of Women's Clubs

of Kentucky.

Rev. Anna Shaw recommended that a correct account be

kept of work inaugurated by the Kentucky Equal Rights As-

sociation, even if finally accomplished by other societies.

Delegates from Newport promised to interview their Sena-

tor and Representatives on school suff'rage.

Delegates from Covington will also do all in their power to

influence their legislators.

Report of Committee on Credentials read and accepted.

Voted that the plan of having ''enrolled members" be

adopted. The enrolled members not to pay annul dues^ simply

to express belief in woman's suffrage and become members of

local club.

Voted that the enrollment cards be prepared by the State

Association, and the local associations deciding to use them pur-

chase them from the State Secretary.

Adjourned.

FRIDAY MORNING. NOV. 15.

Plan of Work Committee met at 9 o'clock.

Voted that the Treasurer ascertain from Miss Shaw the

amount due her for lectures and traveling expenses.

It was decided to recomm.end:
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That Miss Laura Clay be appointed special committee on

church work.

That the report of the Chairman of the School Suffrage

Committee be accepted and the committee continued.

The appointment of a fraternal delegate to the convention

of the Society of Charities and Corrections.

That we endeavor to obtain for mothers equal guardianship

of minor children.

That we persist in our ef¥orts to have women appointed on

the boards of all state punitive and educational institutions.

That we try to e-ffect the appointment of a Dean of Women
at the State College.

That our Legislative Committee ask for Presidential suf-

frage for women.

Committee rose.

Convention called to order at lo o'clock.

Scriptural reading and prayer by Mrs. Kate Rose Wiggins.

Minutes of previous session read and approved.

Voted that the President prepare a statement of the plan

of enrolled members for the printed minutes of the convention.

Report of the Treasurer read and the books placed in the

hands of the Auditors.

Voted that the report of the Chairman of the School Suf-

frage Committee be accepted and the committee continued.

Voted that a fraternal delegate be appointed to the con-

vention of the Society of Charities and Corrections.

Voted that the appointment of such delegate be left with

the Chair.

Voted that we endeavor to obtain for mothers equal guar-

dianship of minor children.

Voted that we persist in our efforts to have women ap-

pointed on the boards of all state punitive and educational insti-

tutions.

Voted that we strive to effect the appointment of a Dean
of Women at the State College.

Voted that our Legislative Committee be instructed to ask

for Presidential suffrage for women.
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Voted that Miss Laura Clay be made special committee Oil

church work,

A letter was read from Miss Elizabeth Hauser, Chairman
of the National Press Committee, asking local clubs to do more
press work.

Alayor Clarence Woods was introduced and addressed the

convention. Mr. Woods advised all associations to do more
press work, as the press is the most decided molder of public

Opinion.

The convention proceeded with the election of officers.

The Chair appointed as distributing tellers Mrs, Ellen Gib-

son and Mrs. Kate R, Wiggins, and as receiving tellers, Mr5.

Hugh McCann and Mrs. Bennett.

The following officers were elected:

President—Miss Laura Clay, Lexington,

First Vice President—Mrs. Mary B. Clay, Richmond.

Second Vice President—Mrs. Mary C. Cramer, Lexington.

Third Vice President—Mrs. N. S. McLaughlin, Covington.

Corresponding Secretary—Mrs. Mary C. Roark, Richmond.

Recording Secretary-—Mrs. Emma M. Roebuck, Newport,

Treasurer—Mrs. Isabella H. Shepard, Covington,

Mrs. Desha Breckenridge announced that at the conference

of the Society of Charities and Corrections, to be held in Louis-

ville in January, Mr. Amos Butler, Secretary of the Board of

Charities and Corrections of Indiana, and Dr. Charles Hender-

son, of the University of Chicago, would be present.

Adjourned.

AFTERNOON SESSION.

Executive Committee met at i 130 and decided to recom-

mend :

That Mrs. Lida Calvert Obenchain was nominated Press

Superintendent.

That the Press Superintendent be paid a salary or $60 per

year, provided there are sufficient free will offerings.

That Airs. Mattie Bruce Reynolds be nominated State His-

torian.
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That Mrs. Mary E. Giltner be nominated as member of the

National Executive Committee.

Committee rose.

Convention resumed at 2 o'clock.

Scriptural reading by the President. Prayer by Rev. Anna

PI. Shaw.

Minutes of morning session read and approved.

Voted that Mrs. Lida Calvert Obenchain be elected Press

Superintendent.

"Voted that a salary of five dollars a month be paid the Press

Superintendent, provided there are sufficient free will offerings.

Nomination of delegates to the National Convention re-

sulted as follows

:

Mrs. Mary B. Clay, Richmond.

Mrs. Sarah Charles, Newport.

Mrs. N. S. McLaughlin, Covington.

Miss Laura White, Ashland.

Alternates selected were

:

Mrs. Ellen Gibson, Richmond.

Mrs. A. C. Buchanan, Richmond.

Mrs. Mary C. Cramer, Lexington.

Miss Lucia Burnham, Richmond.

Mrs. Kate R. Wiggins, Richmond.

Mrs. McCann, Richmond.

Voted that the first alternate fill the first vacancy, the sec-

ond alternate the second vacancy, etc.

Rev. Anna H. Shaw announced that in all probability the

National convention for 1908 will be held at Buffalo, in Octo-

ber, from the 15th to the 21st.

Voted the Executive Committee be empowered to act in

regard to the appointment of an Advisory Committee.

Rev. C. A. Tague was introduced to the convention.

The Chair asked for an expression of opinion as to the

three worst laws in regard to civil rights of women. It was

unanimously conceded that the present co-guardianship law of

minor children is the very worst.

Mrs. A. R. Burnam, for the Kentucky Equal Rights Asso-
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ciation, presented to the library of the State Normal School the

best known books on equal sulfrage.

Response to the presentation was made by Prof. Wrenn
Grinstead, on behalf of the Normal School.

A most interesting paper on the inadvisability of taking up

the matter of a sixteenth amrendment at present was read by

Airs. S. C. Bennett.

A motion that we shall not take up the matter of a sixteenth

amendment was lost.

Voted that we comply with the request of the National- As-

sociation in regard to the sixteenth amendment.

The convention enjoyed the address on the ''School Improve-

ment League," by Mrs. Mary C. Roark. Mrs. Roark recom-

mended that the Kentucky Equal Rights Association furnish a

speaker to assist the Legislative Committee of the Federation

of Womien's Clubs at the Legislature for the passage of the

school suffrage bill. To raise money for this work it is pro-

posed to issue a memorial or a woman's edition of some promi-

nent newspaper in the state.

A most interesting and instructive paper on 'Teace and Arbi-

tration" was read by Miss Laura White.

Voted that we comply with the request of the National As-

sociation and appoint a Committee on Peace and Arbitration,

and that Miss Laura White be made Chairman of such com-

mittee.

A request for free will offerings resulted in the following

pledges

:

' Madison County Equal Rights Association. .$io oo
Campbell County Equal Rights Association lo oo
Ashland Equal Rights Association 5 oo
Miss Laura White lo oo

Miss Belle Bennett 5 oo
Mrs. S. C. 'Bennett 30 oo

Mrs. H. L. Spring I 00
Mrs. N. S. McLaughlin i 00

Mrs. Sarah Charles . i 00
Miss Rolling i 00

Total $74 00
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Report of the Auditing Committee read and accepted.

Voted that all unfinished business be placed in the hands of

the Executive Committee.

Voted that any member of the Kentucky Equal Rights As-

sociation present at the National Convention may be chosen by

the delegates there to fill any existing vacancy.

Voted that the Executive Committee be empowered ^to de-

vise some means of bringing a speaker to assist in school suf-

frage work.

Resolutions of respect were passed upon the death of Judge

James Tarvin.

Report of Resolutions Committee read and accepted.

Voted that the resolution of thanks be read at the end of the

evening meeting.

Convention adjourned.

EMMA M. ROEBUCK,
Recording Secretary.

SATURDAY MORNING, NOV. 16.

Executive Committee met and appropriated

:

Rev. Anna Shaw's traveling expenses $25 oo
Officers' traveling expenses 21 65
Printing programs 2 00
Printing minutes 20 oo
Postage, Corresponding Secretary 2 00
Postage, Recording Secretary 2 00
Press work 25 00
Printing enrollment cards 5 00

Voted that any money remaining after the regular appro-

priations have been made shall go toward the expenses of the

Frankfort committee.

Voted that we ask the Legislature for a constitutional

amendment, as provided at the convention of 1906.

Enrollment cards to be printed as agreed upon:

I believe in the Right; of Suffrage for women, and I hereby

enroll myself as a member of the

of

Kentucky.
... 9 ...



Voted that a committee be appointed, with Mrs. E. M. Roe-

buck as Chairman; Mrs. Isabella Shepard and Mrs. N. S. Mc-
Laughlin, to employ a Field Secretary.

As an Advisory Board it was decided to ask the following

gentlemen to serve

:

Mr. John D. White, of Clay County.

Mr. Desha Breckenridge, of Fayette County.

Mr. Frederick Wolcott, of Kenton County.

Mr. John W. Langley, of McGoffin County,

Mr. Clarence Woods, of Madison County.

Committee rose.

EMMA M. ROEBUCK,
Recording Secretary.

EVENING SESSION.

The evening sessions were held at the Court House, in the

Circuit Court room. Large audiences attended both evenings.

Thursday evening Mr. C. A. Tague opened the meeting with

prayer, and the Cecilian Club rendered several delightful musical

numbers. Mayor Clarence Wood gave a most cordial address

of welcome to the Kentucky Equal Rights Association, and pre-

sented Miss Laura Clay, President, -with the keys of the city.

Mrs. E. M. Roebuck responded and thanked Mr. Woods and

all the people of Richmond for their warm welcome.

Miss Clay then introduced the Rev. Anna Shaw, President

of the National American Woman's Suffrage Association, who
delivered a splendid lecture on "The Fate of Republics" to a

delighted and enthusiastic audience.

Friday evening's session was opened with an invocation

by Prof. E. C. McDougle, and an address by Rev. Hugh Mc-

Lellan. Miss Shaw again lectured on woman's suffrage in gen-

eral. She also conducted a ''question box," and answered any

and all questions propounded by the audience most logically and

wittily.
.



REPORT OF TREASURER OF KENTUCKY E. R. ASSOCIATION.

January I, 1907-Januafy I, I9C8

To Bal. Jan. i, 1907 $iii 18

Pledges— 1907
Mrs. Giltner | 5 00

"j

Miss L. White , . . 10 00
|

Newport E. R. Ass'n . 10 00
J»

Fayette Co. E. R. Ass'n 10 00
|

Mrs. Cantrill 5 00 J 40 00
Pledges — 1908

Mra. Jas. Bennett 30 00
~j

Miss B. Bennett 5 00
[

Richmond E. R. Ass'n 10 00
j

Miss L. White 10 00 j 55 00
Annual dues from Local Ass'ns

Ashland $ 8 75—(25)
Kenton Co. Ass'n 2 10— (

b)

Frankfort 5°— ( O
Lexington 28 00— (80)

Louisville 4 90— (14)

Hickman i 05— ( 3)
Newport 17 50— 50)

Richmond 26 55— (75)
Enrolled.. 2 00— {20)

Twentieth Cent 27 30— (78)

352 Members 118 65

Total $324 83

DISBURSEMENTS

Press Work

$

25 00
" «' Salary 50 00

Printing Minutes 20 00
Two Lectures—Rev. Anna Shaw 25 co
Traveling Expenses— as allowed 21 65
Printing Enrollment Cards 3 5*^

•* Programs 2 00
:^nnual Dues to N'i Suffrage Ass'n 35 10

Total $182 25

Bal. Jan. 1, 1908 142 58

$324 83



REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT OF PRESS WORK.

Ky. E. R, A. For the year ending Nov. 1907

During the past year I have not tried to enlarge my Hst of

papers
;
my principal aim has been to find out what papers on

my list are publishing the articles I send out. My method is to

send a marked copy of some suffrage paper, and at the same

time a postal card calling attention to the marked article and

requesting the editor to publish it in his paper .and send a

marked copy of the paper to me. About one editor in six will

do this. When I receive the paper I write a card of thanks,

and ever after feel confident that I am not wasting postage when
I send suffrage matter to that editor.

The National Bureau has wise'y concluded to send Progress

to the State Superintendents every month, in place of the usual

weekly article. This gives variety to the literature, and at the

same time keeps an editor informed as to the progress and wide

scope of the suffrage movement. I am now sending out postal

cards asking the editors to express their views on school suf-

frage for women.

During the local option campaign in this place last summer

I distributed suffrage literature, and I hoped the part taken in

the campaign by women would convert many to the belief in full

suffrage

:

The financial statement is as follows:

From Mrs. Shepard, December 7, 1906 $10 00

From Mrs. Shepard, July 6, 1907 15 00

From Mrs. Shepard, August 28, 1907 10 oo

From Miss Clay, December, 1906 , 10 00

Total $45 00

Respectfully submitted,

LIDA CALVERT OBENCHAIN, -

Supt. Press Work, Ky. E. R. A.
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REPORT OF THE STATE MEMBER OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTED

OF THE N. A, W. S. A>

The pre-iminary meetings of the general officers were held

at the Pahiier House, with most of the officers present, Miss

Shaw presiding. Many motions which assumed the form of

recommendations to the Executive Committee were acted upon,

and referred to the convention for final action.

At 2:15 p.m. the convention was opened at Music Hall by

Aliss Shaw. Addresses of welcome were made by Mrs. Ella

T. Stewart, Rt. Rev. Samuel E. Fellows and Mrs. Susan M. D.

Fry. Responses were made by Mrs. Eernauld, of Maine, and

Mrs. Sperry, of California, Then followed the appointment of

committees. A symiposium on municipal suffrage followed, JMrs.

Florence Kelly presiding.

Miss Nicholes, of Neighborhood House, spoke on "Chicago

Workers Who Do Not Vote."

The convention decided to raise a fund of $100,000, to be

used in the campaigns of various states, and known as the Susan

B. Anthony Memorial Fund.

It was decided to ask Congress to add a sixteenth amend-

ment to the National Constitution, placing women on complete

e^juality with men.

Mrs. Harriet Taylor Upton paid a noble tribute to Miss

Susan B. Anthony.

Mary Wright Sewall, of Indianapolis, on behalf of the

Women's Council, proposed the erection of a statue of Miss

Anthony.

Mrs. Mary L. Garnett, of New York, one of the Memorial

Committee, spoke of their plans for the erection of a building

at the University of Rochester, to be used as dormitory and

study rooms for girls attending this institution.

Miss Jane Adams, of Hull House, entertained the delegates

at luncheon, after which they visited the various departments

of the house.

The Chicago Woman's Club entertained the convention with

a reception at the Fine Arts Building.

....13....



It was decided that the next convention be held at Buffalo,

N. Y.

Miss Laura Clay told of the work accomplished during the

Oregon campaign.

Miss Elizabeth J. Hauser gave a report of the work done

at Warren, O.

It was decided to change the time of year in which to hold

the National Convention from early spring to fall.

Miss Lucretia Blankenberg reported the following achieve-

ments : In New Hampshire, school suffrage for women ; in Ken-

tucky, age of consent has been raised from 12 to 16 years; Dela-

ware has secured a child labor law ; Iowa has enacted child labor,

juvenile court and pure food laws ; Illinois has raised the age

of consent from 14 to 16 years ; Kansas passed the Juvenile

Court law ; Louisiana has a new child labor law and a constitu-

tional amendment making women eligible to serve as factory

inspectors.

Miss Laura Clay reported an increase in membership, and

advocated making the present year one of growth.

Mary E. McDowell, of the University of Chicago, spoke

of the working v/oman as a national asset.

It was said by the officers and delegates that more work

was accomplished at this convention than at any held heretofore.

Many other things could be said of this convention, but

time and space forbid. Respectfully submitted,

MARY E. GILTNER.

REPORTS OF LOCAL ASSOCIATIONS-Fayette County E. R. A.

The Fayette Equal Rights Association held three program

neetings and one business meeting in 1907.

The program meetings were all enjoyed, and were full of

(uterest. Our President, Miss Clay, spent some time in Okla-

homa working for the cause of suffrage.

The woman's column in the Herald has awakened much
interest in the work that women are doing everywhere, and
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ha§ Caused a mOre decided movement in our favor. Promi-

nent men are endorsing us all over the country.

We have lost through death two of our most earnest work-

ers, Mrs. Sarah Gibson Humphrey. To us her passing away is

a great calamity. Also, we lost by death our youngest member,

Miss Judith Morton, who possessed one of the sweetest and

loveliest of characters.

With deep compassion we tender our heartfelt sympathy to

her mother, our able Vice President, Mrs. Mary G. Morton.

We are going forward, and all over the country women and

their work are coming to the front, bringing us glad tidings for

the future, and more energy to continue to help our cause.

MRS. WELLINGTON PAYNE, Secretary.

MADISON COUNTY E. R. A.

Our association has not held many meetings during the past

year, but we have not been inactive, but have been on the alert

for opportunities to further our cause.

In March, during the local option campaign, the women took

an active part, and at each of the voting booths served coffee

and sandwiches to all. The Mayor and officials complimented

them on their work, and many were converted to woman's suf-

frage.

We have held two meetings this month to arrange for this

convention, and new members have been added at each meeting.

Our association extends to you a most hearty welcome.

K. G. WIGGINS, Secretary.

lAlHLANO i. R. A.

The Annual Report of the Ashland E. R. A.

The Ashland Association has held nine meetings, with an

average attendance of seven members.

We have used the National programs at some of the meet-

ings, and they were very instructive and highly appreciated.

....15....



'•'The History of Woman Suffrage'' was freely used in

preparing for the program on "Colleges" and ''State Laws Con-

cerning Wom.en."

We were disappointed at having no delegate at the Na-

tional Convention. We had an ^cho meeting, however, reading

selections from the addresses reported in Progress and The

Woman's Journal, and a letter from our State President, Miss

Clay.

We sent a delegate to the National Peace and. Arbitration

Congress, and, besides having her report at a regular meeting,

we held a public echo meeting in one of our churches, at which

the national speakers were ably represented by those who re-

cited or read the extracts from their addresses.

Eleven of our members are subscribers for Progress and

three for the Woman's Journal.

Besides giving away many of these papers, we have bought

and distributed 2t the Chautauqua meetings and W. C. T. U.

Convention five dollars v/orth of leaflets of Mrs. Upton's selec-

tion. Respectfully submitted,

MRS. W. H. BAGLEY, President.

MRS. A. M. GLENN, Secretary.

CAMPBELL COUNTY E. R. A.

The Campbell County Equal Rights Association can not re-

port so satisfactory a year's work as in the past, owing to the

irregularity in holding our monthly meetings.

We have held six meetings, both business and social in char-

acter. We held an echo meeting to which many visitors were

invited, but our work has been chiefly 'confined to the distribu-

tion of suffrage literature and increasing our local membership.

We had one public lecture^ given in December last, on the

subject of "Child Labor." Mr. Hugh Cavanaugh, the lecturer,

is prominent as a leader in union labor circles in Cincinnati, and

was also a special correspondent sent by the Cincinnati Post to

investigate the subject of child labor in the East and South.

....16....



Our society netted a neat sum by the sale of tickets for this

lecture.
^

We have lost two faithful and earnest workers for woman's

suffrage by death during this year, Mrs. Louisa Gayle and Mrs.

Mary Waring. By the death of Mrs. Gayle the Campbell Coun-

ty Association lost one of its oldest members, she having been

a charter member and having been one of its faithful workers.

Mrs. Waring also, although a later member, was an energetic

and helpful worker.

We close the present year with a paid membership of fifty*

and send six delegates to the State Convention to be held at

Richmond, November 14 and 15. Respectfully submitted,

MRS. A. J. STIMSON,
Secretary C. C. E. R. A.

The Twentieth Century Club of Covington, the Kenton

County E. R. A., Hickman E. R. A., Bowling Green E. R. A.,

Frankfort E. R. A. and Louisville E. R. A. all sent dues, but no

report of vvork done.

REPORT OF AUDITIMG COMMITTEE.

The Auditing Committee of the Kentucky Equal Rights As-

sociation respectfully reports as follows

:

Balance January i, 1906 $136 63

Receipts since , 405 50

Total receipts . . . . ; .$542 13

Disbursements 387 95

Balance November 15, 1907 i » . . . . .$154 18

LAURA R. WHITE, Chairman.

SARAH CHARLES;



REPORT OF THE RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE.

The Committee on Resolutions offered the followinsr:

Resolved, That the Kentucky Equal Rights Association

express its thanks to the Hon. Augustus E. Willson, our future

Governor, for his unequivocal endorsement of school suffrage

for Kentucky women, and for the fairness of his attitude

toward the question of full suffrage for women.
Resolved!, That the Kentucky Equal Rights Associa-

tion thank Mr. J. G. Crabbe, our future State Superintendent

of Public Instruction^ for his advocacy of the just and wise

measure of granting school suffrage to the women of Ken-
tucky.

Resolved, That this Convention extends its sincere thanks

to the Hon. Tom L. Johnson for his presence at the Ohio Suf-

frage Convention and his hearty endorsement of full suffrage for

women.

Resolved, That the Kentucky Equal Rights Assocaition

thank the Elks for the use of their beautiful rooms to hold

our Convention
; to the Mayor, Clarence Woods, for the en-

dorsement of our views, "and warm reception to the city

of Richmond; to the Cecilian Club, of Richmond, for their

beautiful music ; to the County Judge, for the use of Court

House for our evening meetings ; to our hostesses, for their

entertainment of the delegates and guests. We also thank

all the newspapers for their advertisement and fine notices

of our Convention. To the Rev. C. A. Tague, the Rev. Hugh
McClelland and the Rev. E. C. McDouglefor their assistance

at our evening meetings.

Respectfully submitted,

MRS. IDA BULLINGTON,
MRS. HANNAH L. SPRING,
MRS. MARY B. CLAY.



The following resolutions were adopted on the death

of Judge James Tarvin

:

Resolved, That in the death of Judge Tarvin this Asso-

ciation has lost a friend and member and one who rendered

valuable assistance in preparing our papers of incorporation

and other matters.

Resolved, That the sympathy of this Association be ex-

tended to Mrs. Tarvin in her great bereavement, and that

a copy of these resolutions be sent to her.

N. s. McLaughlin,
ISABELLA H. SHEPARD.
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"'If ye abide in my word. * * * ye shall know the truth, and
the truth shall make you free."

MIHSrUTES
OF THE

Nineteenth Annual Convention

OP THE

KENTUCKY EQUAL RIGHTS ASSOCIATION

HELD AT

RICHMOND, KY*

November ITthi and IStlci, 1908

Executive Committee met Monday evening, November i6,

1908, Miss Clay presiding.

The President explained many of the plans of work of

the National Association for the good of the cause this year.

Discussion of an amendment to the constitution on the ques-

tion of the representation and position of enrolled members.

Discussion of an amendment to the constitution to receive

state bodies organized for other than suffrage purposes as mem-
bers of the state association.

Adjourned.

Plan of Work Committee met at 9 o'clock November 17.

It was decided to recommend that Article III. of the state

constitution be amended by the addition: "Any state organi-

zation for other objects, who endorse woman's suffrage, may
become auxiliary by the payment of one dollar annually to

the State Treasurer,"



That Article VI. of the state constitution shall be amended

by making it read : "One delegate at large and one delegate

for every ten paid-up members for the current year, from each

auxiliary suffrage association, and one delegate from each aux-

iliary state association."

President read a letter from Miss Anna Gordon, asking

that the state associations write to President Roosevelt, request-

ing him to recommend woman's suffrage in his message to

Congress.

Voted that we comply with Miss Gordon's request and rec-

ommend that the locals do the same.

As to the plan of work, it was decided that we recommend

:

That we endeavor to obtain for mothers the -co-guardianship

of minor children, equal with fathers.

That we continue our efforts to obtain school suffrage for

all women in Kentucky.

That we ask to have women appointed on the boards of

all state punitive and educational institutions.

That we ask for the submission of a constitutional amend-

ment, giving full suffrage to women.

That we make increase of membership our principal work

for next year.

Adjourned.

MORNING SESSION.

Convention opened at lo o'clock. Miss Clay in the chair.

Scriptural reading and prayer by the President.

Voted that the programme be made the order of business.

Minutes of the Executive Committee read and approved.

A^oted that the chair appoint all committees.

Committees appointed

:

Credentials—Mrs. I. H. Shepard.

Publication—Mrs. E. M. Roebuck^ Mrs. Hattie Buchanan.

Auditing—Miss Anna Warfuel, Mrs. Sam Parks.

Courtesies—Mrs. Kate Rose Wiggins.

Resolutions—Mrs. F. E. Beauchamp, Mrs. Rawlins Burnham
and Mrs. J. B. Stouffer.
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The officers present each gave interesting reports of work

done in their different departments.

Voted that the Secretary write a letter of sympathy to Mrs.

Mary C. Cramer, regretting her absence from the convention.

Report of Mrs. Mary E. GiUner, member of the National

Executive Committee, read and accepted. •

REPORTS OF LOCAL ASSOCIATIONS.

Kenton County report read by Mrs. I. H. Shephard.

Ashland report read by Miss Laura White.

Covington Equal Rights Association, verbal report by Mrs.

N. S. McLaughhn.

Campbell County report read by Miss Warfuel.

Fayette County report read by Secretary.

Louisville report read by Mrs. Alice White.

Madison County report read by Mrs. Kate R. Wiggins.

Voted that the Secretary be instructed to write a letter of

sympathy to Mrs. S. C. Bennett.

Voted that suffrage literature be sent to the public libraries.

Chair appointed Mrs. I. H. Shepard as committee to attend

to the placing of suffrage literature in the public libraries.

First report of Credentials Committee read and accepted.

Voted that article III. of the constitution be amended as

read and recommended by Plan of Work Committee.

Voted that Article VI. of the constution be amended as read

and recommended by Plan of Work Committee.

Voted that we adopt the suggestion of Miss Gordon to write

to President Roosevelt, asking him to recommend woman's suf-

frage in his annual message.

Voted that we endeavor to obtain for mothers the co-guardian-

ship of minor children equal with fathers.

Voted that we continue our efforts to get school suffrage for

all women in Kentucky.

Voted that we strive to have women appointed on boards

of all punitive and educational institutions.
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. Voted that we ask for the submission of a constitutional

amendment giving full suifrage to the women of Kentucky.

Voted that we make increase of membership our principal

work for next year.

Miss Clay, Chairman of the Legislative Committee, gave
report of work done by that committee.

Adjourned.

AFTERNOON SESSION.

Convention resumed at 2:15 with Scriptural reading and

prayer.

Minutes of morning session read and approved.

Voted that the wording of the amendments to the constitu-

tion be left to the Committee on Publication.

Mrs. F. E. Beauchamp, of Lexington, President of the Ken-

tucky W. C. T. U. ; Mrs. Lucy A. Nield and Mrs. Alice White,

of Louisville, were introduced to the convention.

Report of State Historian, Mrs. M. B. Reynolds, read and

accepted.

Mrs. Lucy A. Nield, chairman of the civic department of the

Woman's Club, told of work done by women in having Ken-

tucky's very excellent child labor law passed.

Miss Laura Clay gave her annual address and told of the

work done in the past year. She dwelt particularly on the rec-

ommendations of the National Association to the State As-

sociations. There are likely to be campaigns for woman's

suffrage in five States this year. The National recommends

:

That each State assist Mrs. Catt with her monster petition of

1,000,000 names to Congress; that we do more work among the

churches; that good speakers be sent, who are thoroughly ac-

quainted with the Bible, and that we ask our ministers to preach

one sermon a year on woman's suffrage ; that we use the posters

on all proper occasions.

Voted that we adopt the recommendations of the National

Association to assist with the petition, do more church work
and use the posters for propaganda upon all suitable occasions.

Mrs. Samuel Banks, President of the Richmond Woman's
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Club, gave a most interesting talk on the work done by the

School Improvement League and of how they were hampered for

doing better work by poor equipment and small attendance,

but have made it possible for 100,000 children in cities and 500,-

000 in rural districts to enjoy school privileges.

Mrs. Mary C. Roark^ in her talk of work by the School

Improvement League, stated that the mountain counties were

much in favor of school suffrage for women.

Report of Superintendent of Press Work read by Correspond-

ing Secretary and accepted.

Voted that the method of approaching patriotic and other

societies be left to the discretion of the President.

A rising vote of thanks was tendered Miss Clay for the great

work she has done in the past and hoping she will continue

to lead us.

Adjourned.

WEDNESDAY MORNING, NOVEMBER 18.

Plan of Work Committee met at 9 o'clock.

Discussion of Susan B. Anthony memorial fund.

Voted that we recommend that the Executive Committee be

made the Memorial Fund Committee. ,
/

Voted that we recommend that the President be authorized

to act in regard to engaging Miss Penfield as an organizer

*in Kentucky.

Voted that we refrain from asking for free will offerings.

Adjourned.

Morning session opened at 10 o'clock. . ;

Scriptural reading and prayer by the President.

Minutes of previous session read and approved.

Report of Treasurer read, received and books placed in

hands of Auditing Committee.

Final report of Credentials Committee read and accepted.

Voted that we proceed to the election of officers. Chair ap-

pointed Mrs. K. R. Wiggins and Miss Anna Warfuel as dis-
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tributing tellers, Mrs. F. E. Beauchamp and Mrs. Alice White

as counting tellers.

The election resulted as follows:

President—Miss Laura Clay, Lexington.

First Vice President—Mrs. Mary B. Clay, Richmond.

Second Vice President—Mrs. Mary C. Cramer, Lexington.

Third Vice President—Mrs. N. S. McLaughlin, Covington.

Corresponding Secretary—Mrs. Mary C. Roark, Richmond.

Recording Secretary—Mrs. Emma M. Roebuck, Newport.

Treasurer—Mrs. Isabel H. Shepard, Covington.

Delegates nominated to the National Convention were

:

Mrs. F. E. Beauchamp, Lexington.

Mrs. S. C. Bennett, Richmond.

Mrs. M. B. Reynolds, Covington.

Mrs. M. B. Clay, Richmond.

Mrs. Lucy A. Nield, Louisville.

Mrs. L H. Shepard, Covington.

Alternates nominated were

:

Mrs. Mary Trimble^ Covington.

Mrs. Hattie Buchanan, Richmond.

Mrs. Caroline A. Leech^ Louisville.

Mrs. Alma VonD. Bergman, Louisville.

Miss Laura White, Ashland.

Mrs. Kate Parks, Richmond.

Mrs. K. R. Wiggins, Richmond.

Mrs. N. S. McLaughlin, Covington.

Voted that first alternate fill the first vacancy, the second al-

ternate the second vacancy, etc.

Voted that if there is a vacancy in the delegation at the

Seattle convention, the delegates there present be empowered

to fill such vacancy with any member of the Kentucky E. R. A.

there present.

Mrs. Mary E. Giltner was elected member of the National

Executive Committee.

Voted that the Executive Committee be made the Commit-

tee of the Susan B. Anthony memorial fund.

Voted that the Executive Committee be empowered to em-
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ploy Miss Penfield as organizer, as they see fit to arrange with

the National Association.

Hon. John D. White was introduced to the convention.

Voted that the Executive Committee be empowered to re-

vise and publish a new edition of the leaflet^ ''What the Ken-

tucky Equal Rights Association Has Done."

The Covington Equal Rights Association invited the State

Association to hold the convention of 1909 in Covington.

Voted that the invitation be received and referred to the

Executive Committee.

Miss Laura White, of Ashland, announced that ''The As-

sociation of Collegiate Alumnae" would hold their annual meet-

ing at Cincinnati in the fall of 1909 and suggested that if pos-

sible it would be well to have our convention at the same time.

Adjourned.

AFTERNOON SESSION.

Convention resumed at 2 o'clock.

Scriptural reading and prayer by Dean Virginia D. Spencer,

of the Normal School of Eastern Kentucky.

Minutes of morning session read and approved.

The Equal Rights Association of Kentucky expresses sympathy

and condolence to Mrs. Sarah C. Bennett esteemed President

of the Madison County Association, in her recent be reavement,

the death of her husband, James C. Bennett, an honored citizen

of Richmond.

Voted that Mrs. Lida Calvert Obenchain be elected Superin-

tendent of Press Work and Mrs. M. B. Reynolds as State His-

torian.

A most interesting report of the National Convention at

Buffalo was given by Miss Laura Clay.

Mrs. Lucy A. Nield, of Louisville, led the discussion on "The

Industrial Problems Affecting Women and Children."

The discussion on "Peace and Arbitration" was most ably

lead by Miss Laura White.

Mrs. F. E. Beauchamp, President of Kentucky W. C. T. U.
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and Xational Committeeman of the Prohibition party, gave a

most interesting talk on the difficulties encountered in the cam-

paign for temperance in Kentucky.

In the unavoidable aj^sence of ]\Irs. Letcher Riker, ^Irs.

]Mary C. Roark told of the work done by the Federation of

Woman's Clubs for school suffrage.

Rev. Anna Shaw, President of the X. A. W. S. A., addressed

the convention and spoke of the absolute necessity of the

ballot for women in every walk and for every improvement of

life.

A resolution of thanks voted to Rev. Anna Shaw for her

addresses.

Report of Committee on Resolutions read and accepted.

\'oted that ]\Iiss Laura White be appointed chairman of

Committee on Peace and Arbitration.

A'oted that ^liss Laura Clay be chairman of Committee on

Church \\'ork.

A'oted that ^Irs. Lucy A. Xield be made chairman of Com-

mittee on Industrial Problems Affecting Women and Children.

A^oted that the suggestion of the Executive Committee be

accepted, that the individuals and clubs usually giving free-will

offerings, endeavor to get sufficient enrolled members, whose

dues they may pay, so that about the same amount of money

would go to the state treasury.

Voted that all unfinished business be left in the hands of

the Executive Committee.

Adjourned.

Executive Committee met Thursday morning.

Report of Auditing Committee received and accepted.

President read a letter of greeting from ^Irs. Eugenia B.

Farmer, formerly of the Kentucky E. R. A., but at present

Press Superintendent of the ^Minnesota E. R. A. She says in

part: 'T am always with you in spirit if not in body.*" We hope

that Mrs. Farmer may again be present in body at one of our

conventions.

Minutes of the last session read and approved.

Appropriations were made as follows

:
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Officers' traveling expenses $19 35

Hotel bill officers and speakers 23 00

Printing programs 2 oo

Printing 1,000 revised leaflets 8 00

Stationery and press work 6q 00

Recording Secretary postage and stationery 2 00

Enrollment cards 5 00

Printing minutes 20 00

Literature library leaflets . 5 00

Total $144 35

A'oted that the State Association furnish enrollment cards

to the local association free of charge.

A'oted that ]\Iiss Laura Clay be chairman of committee to

arrange Aliss Penfield's 'route and other business.

\'oted that the Advisory Committee be continued the same

as last year.

Voted that if the President ascertain from the locals that

the dues of some of the members are not paid, she be em-

powered to authorize the Treasurer to pay the National dues

of such members if the condition of the State Treasury admits.

Committee rose.

E.ALAL\ M. ROEBUCK,
Recording Secretary!

EVENING SESSIONS.

The evening meetings were held at the Courthouse in the

Circuit Court room. Rev. \\Ten Grimstead opened the first

evening's exercises with prayer. Mr. Green Clay, represent-

ing the Madison County Democratic Committee, addressed the

meeting and spoke of the absolute necessity of the women's

vote to the Democratic party. Miss May Costelloe, of Eng-

land, who has been traveling over the States to observe American

women's sufifrage methods, told most interestingly of the two

women's suffrage parties in England—the more quiet and per-

suasive party, the Suffragists, of whom she is one, and the INIili-

tant or Suft'ragette party.
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Rev. Anna H. Shaw was the principal speaker of the even-

ing and answered many the arguments advanced against wo-
man's suffrage. Her bright manner engaged the attention of

the audience and soon convinced the majority that her point of

view was the correct one.

On Wednesday evening a larger audience if possible than

the one of the night before was again crowded into the court-

room. Prof. R. N. Roark, President of the Eastern Kentucky

Normal School, made the invocation. Mr. C. C. Wallace, a rep-

resentative of the Madison County Republican Committee, told

how, in his opinion, the Republican party would grant suffrage

to women just as soon as they desired it. Miss Eleanor Rendell,

of England, related most entertainingly, how she, with Miss

Costelloe and three companions, traveled all of last summer
over England in a large wagon, making suffrage speeches. The

main address of the evening was again made by the Rev. Anna
H. Shaw. She asserted that the woman of the present, to whom
all sources of higher education are open, is just as capable of

using the ballot intelligently as man, and certainly the evidence

she gave should persuade the most skeptical.

EFFORT OF TREASURER OF KENTUCKY E. R. ASS'N.
Jan 1, 1908 -Jan., 1909.

Balance January 1. 1908 142 48
Pledges—Mrs. Spring. • 1 00

Mrs. McLaughlin 1 00
Mrs. Charles 1 00
Miss RoUing 1 00
Newport E. R Ass'n- . . 10 00

14 00
Donation of Salary, Mrs. Oberchain 25 00
Donations for State Work:

Mrs. McCann 5 00

Mrs. Bennett 20 00
Miss B. Bennett 5 00

30 00
Annual Dues from Local Societies:

Ashland (20) 7 00
B. Green (10) 3 50
Kenton Co. E. R. Ass'n . . . . (10) 3 50
Lancaster ( 1) 1 00
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Lexington (75) 26 25

(50) 5 00
Louisville . . (29) 10 15

Twentieth Century Club (78) 27 30
Newport (50) 17 50

Rchmond (198) 69 30
170 50

Enrolled members

:

Newport (54) 5 40
• Kenton Co. Ass'n (10) 1 00

6 40

Total $388 38

DISBURSEMENTS.

Press Work 15 00
Salary Work 25 00
Printing Minutes 17*00
Postage and Secretary 2 00
Miss Shaw, Lectures . . 25 00
Hotel Expenses 23*00
Traveling Expenses 19 35
Printing Programs 2 00
Annual Dues to National Association - ... 58 60

186 85
Balance .... 201 53

$388 38

REPORT OF SUPT. OF PRESS WORK.

Owing to the Presidential election this has been an "off"

year for press work, and for weeks before the election the

National Press Bureau suspended work^ as the papers were so

full of campaign matter that it was useless to send suffrage

articles.

The chief difficulty in my work has always been my inability

to find out what papers are publishing our articles and of late

I have been sending ''Progress" and other suffrage literature

only to the papers that I am sure of, and the rest of the copies

to individuals throughout the State, prominent men and women.
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who are not friendly to our cause. Ministers, lawyers and club

women are good subjects for this kind of press work, and I

believe that a suffrage paper sent them may often do as much
good as when sent to a newspaper. In sending Progress to

friendly papers I often write a personal card to the editor,

asking him to read the papers, pass it on to some friend who
will do the same, thus making a sort of endless chain of suffrage

literature.

Last spring Mrs. Upton wrote me that' she had one set of the

' History of Woman Suifrage" to be given to some college of

my selection. I selected Potter College, a school for young

women, and the gift was gratefully received and acknowledged

by the President. I have also selected the W. C. T. U. Settlement

School at Hindman, Ky., as a field for suffrage work. Miss

Katherine Pettit, one of the teachers, is in sympathy with our

cause and assures me that she can make use of all the Woman's
Journals, copies of Progress and leaflets that I send her, so

that these mountain girls and boys can hear the gospel

of equal rights while they are growing up and will need no

conversion in later life. I have also sent to this school the peace

literature sent me by the Superintendent of this branch of work.

In my own town I have, for the first time, a paper whose

editor is in favor of woman suffrage. He prefers original ar-

ticles, however, to the syndicated ones, and unfortunately, I

am not able to write many of these. I have written two for

the Woman's Journal during the past year, one of which has

been used as a leaflet, and three or four for some Kentucky

papers. Respectfully submitted,

LIDA CALVERT OBENCHAIN,
Supt. Press Work Ky. E. R. A.

REPORT OF MEMBER NATIONAL EXECUTICE COM.

Buffalo, N. Y., October 15, 1908.

The Fortieth Annual Convention of the National American

Woman's Suffrage Association and the Sixtieth Anniversary of

the Society

:

The sessions were held in the auditorium of the Y. M. C. A.

Building.

12



The meeting was called to order by our National President,

Rev. Anna H. Shaw, at 2 :3o p.m. The selection of seats for

each State delegation was followed by an executive and a mis-

cellaneous business meeting. Prayer was offered by Rev. An-
tonette Brown Blackwell, the first woman minister ever ordained.

Many prominent women of Buffalo took part in extending a

hearty welcome to their city, as well as different clubs and ^
societies. Mrs. Van Miller Horton, President of the Buffalo City

Federation, spoke in their behalf. Then came the fraternal

greetings and responses.

At the evening meeting an audience gathered that filled every

inch of space. Mayor Adams spoke of the rich years of tire-

less effort of the suffragists, and the full years of promise

ahead, extending them a welcome in behalf of the city.

Before the immense audience, the Rev. Anna Howard Shaw
again demonstrated her right to the title her admirers have

conferred upon her. She is the greatest woman orator of the

present day.

The suffrage question was fully discussed, and points were

brought out by Miss Laura Clay, State President of Kentucky,

and that Kentucky has just made the county the educational

unit, and at the county school election last August in many
places not a man voted, so they had to appoint school trustees, as

none had been elected. The suffragists had lately attracted much

attention at the San Antonio fair with two big posters with the

inscriptions: ''Give Texas Mothers a Right to Their Own Chil-

dren," and, "We Have City Fathers, Why Not City Mothers?"

Mrs. Rachel Avery gave an interesting report of the In-

ternational Convention, held in Amsterdam, Holland. Thirty-

five leading organizations have officially endorsed woman suf-

frage.

The report of Miss Elizabeth Houser, the chairman of the

press, was heard with great interest. There are State chairmen

of press work in twenty-four States, and subs in eight otheps. -

Mr. Henry B. Blackwell, who is one of the most interesting

old gentlemen at the convention, presented a most excellent

report on Presidential suffrage, closing with a recommendation to
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the National Society tliat eacli State Association arrange to have

a hearing on the suffrage question before its Legislature within

the next two years, if possible.

Miss Kate M. Gordon presented her report as Correspond-

ing Secretary/ which was of special interest, that part devoted

to the press. Miss Coons makes a point of becoming friendly

with the editors. Mrs. Mathilda Orr Hays, of Pittsburg, told

of her ' tactics with the Pittsburg dailies.

Mrs. Kate Trimble Wolsey, of Covington, our State, spoke,

her subject being "Has Democracy Benefited Womanhood?"
Mrs. Harriet Taylor Upton announced that the pledge made

on Monday outside of the ten thousand dollar gift amounted

to three thousand five hundred and fifty dollars, and it was

increased to fifty dollars more.

From a legal standpoint almost an entire afternoon was

devoted to a remarkable paper by Mrs. Harriette M. Johnson

Wood, attorney of New York, whose subject was: ''Some Legal

Phases of the Disfranchisement of Women.'' So important

was this address that it was ordered printed for future reference,

as touching upon some most important legislation, and as au-

thority upon many subpects connected with the establishment of

woman suffrage throughout the country.

As the crowning event, Mrs. Carrie Chapman Catt gave an

address on "The Battle to the Strong." Rabbi Stephen S.

Wise spoke on "Woman's Rights."

The final address was delivered by the Rev. Anna Howard
Shaw, which no doubt came up to the full standard.

The Next National American Suffrage Conventiofi goes to

Seattle next year. Respectfully submitted,

MARY E. GILTNER.

REPORT OF STATE HISTORIAN.

Madame President, Executive Officers and Members of the Ken-

tucky Equal Rights Association, in Convention Assembled

:

I consider it an honor and privilege to be able to stand be-

fore you and heartily endorse all the grand work you are try-
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ing to accomplish for the women of this country following those

pioneer women who opened the way for us. All the signs

of the times are pointing to the ultimate success of the great

movement of placing woman where she rightfully belongs

—

equal with man as a freeborn American citizen.

Women at last realize they can do more than "rock the cradle"

to make good American citizens. Associations are growing in

numbers also, therefore in strength. More aggressive methods

have been their policy. Which is better, to be in the world, but

not of it, or of the world and yet not one with it. That is the

question which has been agitating the educated feminine mind

since the higher plane of cultivation has been reached, and by

her individual efforts woman has aimed at a sphere of advance-

ment where she can proudly lift her head above the hum-
drum position formerly accorded her, and while she can, and

still does, reign supreme over domestic affairs, still she can also

take her rightful position in the discussion and solving of the,

many questions of material and problematical subjects.

An interest in public affairs and political matters on the

part of woman is too aften condemned as a hysterical desire

for notoriety and excitement by a scofifing world. For the very

sake of Her children, woman ought to develop the best that

is in her. Who is better qualified than the mother to instill a spirit

of good citizenship into the children of the race? Respectfully

submitted, MATTIE BRUCE REYNOLDS.

REPORTS OF LOCAL ASSOCL\TIONS.

Fayette County E. R. A.'

The year 1908 has been one full of interest to those who have

read the papers and magazines about the wonderful progress

made in woman's movements all over the country. Here in

Central Kentucky we have not been idle. A Dean of Women
was appointed at State University by the efforts of the different

women's clubs of Lexington in June, 1908.

Posters were put up at the different voting places on the

third day of November. We have lost by death four of our
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most valued members, Mrs. Celestine Logan, Mr. T. B. Hay,
Mrs. Helen Carrick and Prof. John H Neville, all of whom were
most faithful to our cause.

To us opens a new year full of hope and interest, and a

belief that God is with us.

MRS. WELLINGTON PAYNE,
Secretary E. R. A. Central Kentucky.

Madison County E. R. A.

Our Association has held but few meetings during the past

year, but wonderful interest has been manifested among many
of our members in the progress of this great work, "Suffrage for

Women," as it is being manifested in all parts of the world.

Great activity has been shown in the circulation of the member-
ship cards. Many names have been added to our list, now num-
bering one hundred and sixty-five (165). Liberal donations have

been made, and many have become interested in the cause who
were seriously opposed to it. We have a number of subscribers

for the Progress.

We have lost by death one of our charter members and

one of whom we have been justly proud. Mr. James Bennett,

husband of our honored President, Mrs. Sarah Bennett, was

called to his eternal home October 31st, 1908. He for many
years had been an invalid and death to him was a happy release.

I know you will all join us in the expressions of the deepest sym-

pathy for this great loss to family, community and association.

Your presence among us last year was a great benefit to

our body. The meetings and lectures made a most favorable

impression on the public, and the information that you would

be among us again this year was good news to many, so I

am gratified in being able to give you a most hearty welcome,

not only in the name of the Association, but the community

at large, many of whom wish us a God speed in our just cause.

Ashland E. R. A.

This year's work of the Ashland E. R. A. has been retarded

in a degree by the absence of one of our best workers and the
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serious sickness and death in the home of another of our most

worthy members; however, the association has held during the

year a memorial meeting in memory of our lamented Susan B.

Anthony ; a program meeting in our city's beautiful Central

Park, at which Rev. William Dun Ryan spoke and showed much
interest in the cause advanced by the Association, and four

business meetings with the following results

:

Several new subscribers to Progress.

Ten dollars sent to the Anthony memorial fund.

Local ranks increased by two paid members and ten non-

paying members.

One delegate elected to the National Convention, who, at

the last moment, was unable to attend.

One delegate to the State Convention.

Posters placed at all polling stations day before election with

most gratifying results, only favorable comments heard, and

no expense in placing them, as local members and their friends

did the work.

Our year's work closed with a paid membership of nineteen.

Respectfully submitted, MRS. J. W. KING, President.

ANNA T. HORD, Secretary.

Campbell County E. R. A.

The Campbell County Equal Rights Association held ten

meetings during 1908, three of which were social in character.

We held an echo meeting, where the report of the State

Convention was read in full.

Peace literature was sent to the principals of the different

schools, and also to our ministers of the Gospel. Letters were

written to the President of the School Board and 10 the Superin-

tendent of the Public Schools, asking that peace day be ob-

served. We were promised that it should de done next year.

We lost one member by death during this year, Mrs. S. G.

Danks. We have lost several members by removal and other

causes, but have also gained new ones. Just before election

day we had 100 of the yellow posters put up about the town.
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We have distributed sntTrage literature at every opportunity

and most of our members subscribe for Progress.

We close this year with fifty paid and fifty-four enrolled mem-
bers. Respectfully submitted,

HANNAH L. SPRING, Secretary.

Louisville E. R. A.

There have been few meetings of the Louisville Association,

but there seems to be a gratifyingly increasing interest in woman
suffrage, and a number of new names have been added to our

roll.

The following officers have been elected

:

Mrs. Charles S. Nield, First Vice President, who has consent-

ed to act as President only until that officer is chosen ; Mrs. Alma
Von D. Bergman, Second Vice President; Mrs. John D. White,

Secretary and Treasurer.

At the last meeting it was decided to change the former

name, Louisville Equal Rights Association^ to that of the W^o-

man's Suffrage Association of Louisville, as expressing more

nearly and definitely its object, and also as being in conformity

with the name of the National Association.

Three delegates were appointed to the State Convention,

to be held November 17 and 18 at Richmond.

I have to report a roll of twenty-nine members, the dues for

same having been forwarded to the State Treasurer last week.

Respectfully submitted, ALICE HARRIS WHITE,
Secretary and Treasurer.

Other locals sent dues but no reports.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON CREDENTIALS. -

Madison County is entitled to seventeen delegates. Mrs.

A. R. Burnam, Miss Lucia Burnam, Mrs. Ellen Gibson,

Mrs. McCann, Mrs. K. R. Wiggins, Mrs. Hugh White, Mrs.

Ella Parks, Mrs. Hattie Buchanan, Mrs. Nannie McBroom,

Mrs. Tom Smith, Mrs. Hugh McClellan, Mrs. Robert Burnam,

Mrs. George Simmons, Mrs. Florence Bales, Mrs. Amanda
Million, Mrs. A. C. Tague, Mrs. J. B. Stouffer.
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Fayette County is entitled to six delegates. Three present,

^ Mrs. F. E. Beauchamp, Miss Lena Yankey^ Mrs. C. D. Chenault.

• Ashland entitled to three delegates. One present, Miss Laura
White.

Louisville entitled to three delegates. All present, Mrs. Lucy

A. Nield, Mrs. Alice White, Hon. John D. White.

Newport entitled to six delegates. Present one, Miss Anna
Warfuel.

Covington entitled to eight delegates. None present, but rep-

resented by State officer from Covington.

Kenton County entitled to two. None present, but repre- •

sented by State Treasurer.

Officers present : President, Miss Clay ; Vice Presidents, Mrs.

M. B. Clay and Mrs. N. S. McLaughlin; Corresponding Secre-

tary, Mrs. Mary C. Roark
;
Recording Secretary, Mrs. Emma M.

Roebuck; Treasurer, Mrs. Isabel H. Shepard ; State Historian,

Mrs. M. B. Reynolds.

REPORT OF AUDITING COMMITTEE.
Richmond, Ky., November 19, 1908.

We have examined the Treasurer's books and receipts and
found them correct. ANNA M. WARFUEL,

KATE PARKS.

RESOLUTIONS.
The Committee on Resolutions offered the following:

Resolved, That the Kentucky Equal Rights Association ex-

press its delight and thanks to the Judges of the Supreme Court

of Iowa for the justice shown the women taxpayers of Des
Moines in tlie injunction brought by them as a test case.

Resolved, That the Kentucky Equal Rights Association thank
the Elks for the use of their clubroom and their unfailing

courtesy to our convention, the Democratic and Republican Coun-
ty Committees, Mr. Green Clay and Mr. C. C. Wallace for

their addresses, the County Judge for the use of the Courthouse
for our evening meetings, our hostesses for the delightful lunch-

eon served in the convention rooms, the newspapers for their

excellent notices, the Profs. Grirnstead and Roark lor their grace-

ful invocations and the public at large for the interest mani-
fested, as evidenced by the large attendance at its sessions and
evening meetings. Respectfully submitted,

MRS. J. B. STOUFFER, Chairman.
MRS. F. E. BEAUCHAMP.
MRS. RAWLINS BURNAM.
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THE ENROLLED MEMBERSHIP SYSTEM AND THE USE
OF ENROLLMENT CARDS.

The recommendation to receive members on the basis of sign- ^

ing an enrolhiient card is just another decisive step toward
simphfying- membership^ by dropping the payment of annual dues
as an obHgation. The card bears there words

:

...Ky.,
,
19...

I beheve in the right of suffrage for wo/nen and I hereby
enroll myself as a member of the

(Local E. R. A.) .*

(Name)
(Post Office Address)

Kentucky.
It does not commit the signer to anything except what is

stated on it^ that is, a belief in woman suffrage, and a willing-

ness to stand for the principle publicity. The signer is a member
until the name is withdrawn, whether he or she pays dues or not.

The intention of the card is to emphasize the superior im-

portance of "standing up and being counted" to any of the other

usual duties of membership. The annual dues or a free will

offering is desired, but it is not requisite. Just as before, the

officers are free to ask for contributions or other aid for the

work of the Association, but the signers of the cards are free

to decline, with perfect loyalty to their obligations of mem-
bership.

In order that the signers may certainly understand that they

are enrolling themselves as members, it is not allowable to sign

for another person, even though that person gives permission.

Representation in the State and National Conventions re-

mains as before, dependent upon the number of paid-up members.
Hence, it should be the ambition of local clubs to pay dues for

all their members either by free-will offerings or otherwise, and
it is expected that the Treasurers will regularly once a year

give every member an opportunity to contribute to these neces-

sary expenses, taking pains to make it clear that such contribu-

tions are optional.

It is designed to keep all the names in the office of the

State President ; and either the originally signed cards or a
•

careful copy of them should be sent to her, with the post-

office addresses. In making a report to the State Treasurer

the full number of enrolled members should be accurately given,

whether dues are paid for all or not.

In order that the cards used shall be uniform in all the

locals, the State E. R. A. furnishes them free, on application

to Mrs. Emma M. Roebuck, 112 West Front street, Newport,
Kentucky. 20



Constiti;ition and By-Laws
OF THE

KENTUCKY EQUAL RIGHTS ASSOCIATION

MOTTO

:

**If ye abide in my word, ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall

make you free."

CONSTITUTION.
ARTICLE I—NAME.

This Association shall be known as "The Kentucky Equal Rights As-
sociation," auxiliary to the National American Woman Suffrage Association,

ARTICLE II—OBJECT.

Its object shall be to advance the industrial, educational ond legal rights

of women, and to secure suffrage to them by appropriate State and National

legislation.

ARTICLE III.—MEMBERSHIP.
Any local organization may become auxiliary to the State Equal Rights

Association by endorsing the Constitution and paying dues to the State Treas-

urer. Any state organization for other objects, who endorse woman's suffrage,

may become auxiliary, by the payment of one dollar annually to the State

Treasurer. Any person may become a member of this Association by endor-

sing the Constitution and paying dues to the State Treasurer. No distinctron

on account of sex shall be made in membership or eligibility to ofhce in this

Association.

ARTICLE IV—FINANCE.
Each local association shall pay annually to the State Treasurer, the

amount of thirty-five cents per member of each auxiliary; lo cents of which

shall go to the National-American Woman Suffrage Association. Each mem-
ber of the State Equal Rights Association, not a member of an auxiliary local

association, shall pay annually to the State Treasurer the amount of one dollar.

ARTICLE V—GENERAL OFFICERS.

The Genera] Officers shall be a President, three Vice-Presidents, a Cor-

responding Secretary a Recording Secretary and a Treasurer. These General

Officers shall constitute an Executive Committee to provide for and control

the generel interest of the work, of whom three shall constitute a quorum when



assembled, or a majority may act by correspondence in response to a circular

letter addressed to every member of the Executive Committee, not less than

ten days before hand^ by the President.

ARTICLE YI—ANNUAL MEETING..

The Annual Meeting shall be composed of the Executive Committee, the

State Superintendent of Press Work, the State Historian and the State Mem-
ber of the National Executive Committee, one delegate at large and one dele-

gate for every ten paid up members, for the current year, from each auxiliary

suffrage association, and one delegate from each auxiliary state association.

The time and place of the Annual Meeting shall be chosen by the Executive

Committee, and at this Annual Meeting the general officers and delegates to

the National American Woman Suffrage Association Convention shall be elected.

The general officers elected at the end of every term of three years, count-

ing fj om the convention of 1903, shall be the Board of Directors of the Corpo-

ration of the Kentucky Equal Kights Association, and shall hold the same po-

sitions respectively as in the Executive Committee of the State Association.

ARTICLE Vil—AMENDMENTS.
This Constitution may be altered or amended by a two-thirds vote of the

members present at any Annual Meeting.

BY-LAWS.
ARTICLE I-DUTIES OF OFFICERS.

Section i. President—The President may call special meetings of the

Executive Committee, when he or she may deem it necessary or in response to

the written request of any three members of the Executive Committee, and

shall perform other duties usual to such officer.

Section 2. Corresponding Secretary—It shall be the duty of the Corre-

sponding Secretary to conduct the correspondence; to send to each local aux-

iliary at least one month before the Annual Meeting a blank for their report

for the current year. She shall then collate from such reports her own annual

report.

Section 3. Recording Secretary—The Recording Secretary shall also be

Secretary of the Executive Committee, He or she shall attend all meetings of

the Association and of the Executive Committee, and keep correct record of

their proceedings, and shall apprise members of committee of their appoint-

ments. At the first session of each Annual Meeting she shall read the minutes

of all sessions of the Executive Committee, since the last Annual Meeting

in their proper order, for the information of the Annual Meeting, and shall

perform such duties usually pertaining to such office.

Section 4. Treasurer It shall be the duty of the Treasurer to keep

accurate account of all receipts and disbursements of money, and present a de-

tailed report thereof to each Annual Meeting. He or she shall pay no bills

except on an order signed by the President and Recording Secretary. The
fiscal year shall terminate January ist.
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ARTICLE II—PLAN OF WORK.

To forward the objects of this Association the following lines of work are

adopted and their efficient prosecution shall be provided for by the Annual

Meeting of the Executive Committee:

ist,Distributicn of Literature. 2nd.PressWork. 3rd. Legislative & PetitionWork.

Any other lines of work consistent with the aims of this Association may
be taken up when recommended by the Executive Committee and approved by

the Annual Meeting,

The Executive Committee shall constitute, ex-officio, a Lecture Bureau,

and shall from time to time arrange such lecture tours for public speakers as

ways and means shall seem to justify.

An Advisory Committee of men and women shall be appointed, consisting

of one member from each State Senatorial District, or, where possible, one

from each State Representative District, with whom the oflScers of the Associa-

tion may consult in regard to the interests of the work in their respective

districts.

ARTICLE III—VOTING.

Each Local Association may cast the full vote to which it is entitled as Set

forth in Article VI of the Constitution. General Officers, Superintendent of

Press Work State Historian and the State Member of the National Executive

Committee must vote in person and their vote can not be cast otherwise. Local

delegates present may cast, pro rata the vote of absentees.

ARTICLE IV—ELECTION OF OFFICERS.

Section i. The officers shall be elected on the morning of the last day of

the Anuual Meeting, and in the following manner: Tellers having been

appointted by the meeting, an informal ballot shall be cast for each office separ-

ately, and the members of the Convention shall then proceed to vote by ballot

for the person nominated, or the informal ballot may be made the formal by

vote of the meeting.

Section 2. The Press Superintendent, Advisory Committee and State

Historian shall be nominated by the Executive Committee and elected by the

Annual Meeting. Their election and that of the State Member of the National

Executive Committee and the Delegates to the National Convention, shall be

by acclamation, unless otherwise ordered.

Sectiqn 3. The Executive Committee may fill any vacancies occurring

in ihe interim of the Annual Meeting.

ARTICLE V—COMMITTEES.
Section i. The following committees shall be appointed on the first

morning of the Annual Meeting : On Credentials, on Publication, on Auditing,

on Resolutions and on Courtesies.

Section 2. The Executive Committee, Press Superintendent and State

Historian shall meet in joint session previous to the Annual Meeting, to prepare
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a plan of work to be submitted to the said Annual Meeting, and shall hold

another meeting at the close of these to complete arrangements for the ensuing

year's work.

Section 3. The Executive Committee shall be the Business Committee of

of the Annual Meeting.

ARTICLE VI -DUTIES OF COMMITTEES.

ON CREDENTIALS.

Section i. The Committee on Credentials shall consist of two or more,

of whom the Corresponding Secretary ehall be Chairman, They shall 'receive

and examine credentials of delegates, and approve such as are signed by the

President or Secretary of Local Associations represented; shall report to the

Convention, setting forth the whole number of delegates present, and in the

following order

:

1. General Officers.

2. Superintendent of Press Work, State Historian and State Member of

National Executive Committee.

3. Delegates from Local Association.

on publications,

Section 2. The Committee on Publications shall consist of two or more,

shall solicit subscriptions for Suffrage Papers, shall provide for the publication

of the minutes and all other papers ordered to be published by the Convention.

The Recording Secretary shall be Chairman of this Committee.

ON resolutions.

Section 3. The Committee on Resolutions shall consist of three and

shall perform the duties usual to such committee.

ON courtesies.

Section 4. The Committee on Courtesies shall have charge of all intro-

ductions to the Convention.

ARTICLE VII.

All documents and announcements from General Officers sliall be sent to

each Local Auxiliary.

ARTICLE Vni.

The expenses of the General Officers and the Press Superintendent, in

traveling to and from the Convention, also postage and stationery shall be paid

from the State Treasury.
ARTICLE IX.

BOOK OF reference.

Roberts' Rules of Order are adopted as a Book of Reference on points of

Parliamentary Law,
ARTICLE X.

These By-Laws may be amended by a two-thirds vote of the members

present at any Annual Meeting.
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"If ye abide in my Word, * * * ye shall know the Truth, and

the Truth shall make you free."

MINUTES
OF THE

TTwentietli Annuial Convention
OF THE

KENTUCKY EQUAL RIGHTS ASSOCIATION

HELD AT THE

PUBLIC Library Assembly roon4

I.( )UISVir.I.E, KY.

November llthi and 12tlnL, 1909

The Executive Committee met Thursday morning, November

11, at 9 :30 at the Assembly Room of the Public Library, where

all of the business sessions were held.

President, Miss Laura Clay, in the chair.

It was voted to recommend : That we present to the Legisla-

ture a bill providing for mothers the co-guardianship of minor

children equal with fathers.

That we ask the Legislature to so amend the State Constitu-

tion as to give the full right of suffrage to all women of Ken-

tucky on the same terms as men.

That we endeavor to have women placed on the boards of all

educational, charitable and punitive institutions of the State.

Tnat we leave the work for school suffrage in the hands of the

Woman's Club.

•That we continue to make increase of membership our princi-

pal work.

Committee rose.



MORNING ISESJSiON.

Convention called to order at 10 o'clock.

Devotional exercises by the President.

Voted that the program be made the order of business.

Recording" Secretary gave verbal report of business done by
the Executive Committee since last annual session.

The following committees were appointed by the chair

:

Credentials—Mrs. Isabella 11. Shepard.

Publication—Mrs. Emma M. Roebuck.

Resolutions—Mrs. Alice White, Mrs. Mary C. Cramer, Mrs.

S. C. Bennett.

Courtesies—]\liss Emma Hast.

REPORTS OF OFFICERS.

First Vice President i\Irs. Mary B. Clay was not present, but

sent greetings and an offering of five dollars.

Second Vice President Mrs. M. C. Cramer told of the Seattle

convention and the many courtesies extended to the delegates all

along the route to Seattle.

Third Vice President Mrs. N. S. McLaughlin, not present.

Corresponding Secretary Mrs. Mary C. Roark, at present Act-

ing President of the Normal School of Eastern Kentucky, was

not able to attend, but sent greetings and the suggestion that this

association offer prizes for the best essays on woman's suffrage

at the principal schools of the State.

Recording Secretary Mrs. Emma M. Roebuck related her un-

successful endeavors to have the different labor unions in her vi-

cinity pass resolutions endorsing woman's suff'rage.

Treasurer Mrs. Isabella H. Shepard reported a steady im-

provement in the finances of the association.

State Historian Mrs. M. B. Reynolds not present and sent no

report, but it was voted that a very interesting paper on woman 's

suffrage, written by Miss Perle Penfield, and sent by the His-

torian be read by the Secretary.



KErOETS OF LOCAL ASSOCIATIONS.

Ashland report read by Miss Laura White.

Campbell County report read by Mrs. Rebecca Winkless.

Louisville report read by Mrs. John D. White.

Kenton County verbal report by Mrs. I. li. Shepard.

Madison County report read by Mrs. S. C. Bennett.

Fayette County report read by Mrs. M. C. Cramer.

Committee on Credentials gave partial report.

Voted to accept the recommendations . of the Plan of Work
Committee to leave the Legislative work for school suffrage in

the hands of the Woman's Club.

Voted that we beseech the Legislature to submit to the voters

of Kentucky an amendment to the State Constitution giving all

women of the State full suffrage.

Voted that we endeavor to obtain for mothers the co-guard-

ianship of minor children equal with fathers.

Adjourned.

AFTERNOON SESSION.

Convention resumed at 2 :30.

Scriptural reading and prayer by Prof. W. S. Giltner.

Minutes of morning session read and approved.

Voted that we continue our efforts to have women placed on

the boards of all educational, charitable and punitive institutions.

Report of the Covington Equal Rights Association was read.

Mrs. ]\Iary E. Giltner, member of the National Executive

Committee, read a most comprehensive report of the Seattle con-

vention.

A most cordial welcome was extended to the convention from

the Outdoor Art League of Louisville, by Mm. John B. Castle-

man.

Mrs. Lucy A. Nield gave most heartfelt greetings from the

Reverend Anna Shaw, the Louisville E. R. A. and from the fu-

ture workers in the cause, the professional women, who are not at

present members of the Equal Rights Association.

Our President responded by thanking the Louisville members
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for tlieir most sincere addresses of welcome and then proceeded

to give her always interesting annual report.

The convention adjourned to attend a most delightful recep-

tion at the Woman's Club.

FRIDxVY MORNING, NOVE.MBER 12.

Convention called to order at 10 o'clock.

Devotional exercises by the President.

Minutes of preceding session read and approved.

Voted that the program continue to be the order of business.

Mrs. I. H. Shepard, Treasurer, gave her report.

Voted that the Treasurer's report be received and placed in

the hands of the Auditing Committee.

The Chairman appointed as Auditors ]\Iiss Laura White and

i\Irs. Mary E. Giltner.

]\Iiss Laura Clay, Chairman of Committee on Church Work,

reported good work done in that department. One of the most

im'portant things done was the endeavor to obtain for women
the full rights and privileges of the laity in the IMethodist Epis-

copal Church, South, by the Woman's Home Mission Society.

A communication was received from the Louisville Typo-

grapical Union, No. 10, asking that we pass resolutions endorsing

the work of the union, the stand they have taken with regard to

women and pledge ourselves to have none but union men do our

printing.

After much discussion it was voted that the Secretary be in-

structed to write a letter to the Louisville Typographical Union,

No. 10, expressing the appreciation of the Kentucky Equal

Rights Association for any w^ork it may do in behalf of woman's

suffrage, but stating that it is not the policy of this association to

pledge itself to any other organization.

i\Iiss Laura White, Chairman of the Committee on Peace and

Arbitration, gave a most full and interesting report on the pro-

gress of the peace movement.

It was voted that ]\Iiss Laura White be requested to condense

her report and an effort be made to have it published in the local

press.
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Final report of Credentials Committee was read and ac-

cepted.

Voted that the Secretary i)repare a resolution on the death of

]\liss Anna B. Morgan, of Newport.

The report of the Auditino- Committee was read and accepted.

Convention then proceeded with election of officers.

Chair appointed as tellers ]\Iiss Emma Hast and Mrs. -John

D. White.

Officers elected were

:

President—Miss Lanra Clay, Lexington.

First Vice President—Mrs. ]\Iary B. Clay, Richmond.

Second Vice President—Mrs. Mary C. Cramer, Lexington.

Third Vice President—i\Irs. N. S. ^McLaughlin, Covington.

Corresponding Secretary—]\Irs. IMary C. Roark, Richmond.

Recording Secretary—Mrs. Emma ^1. Roebuck, Newport.

Treasurer—Mrs. Isabella H. Shepard, Covington.

The newly elected officers were declared the officers of the cor-

poration of the Kentucky E([ual Rights Association for the next

three years.

Voted that ]\Irs. Mary E. Giltner be re-elected State member

of the National Executive Committee.

The following were elected as delegates to the National con-

vention :

Mrs. S. C. Bennett, j\liss Laura White, ]\Irs. James A. Leech,

Miss Emma Hast, Mrs. Desha Breckinridge', Prof. W. S. Giltner.

Miss Virginia P. Robinson.

Alternates—Mrs. Mary C. Cramer, Mrs. John D. White, Mrs.

Alma D. Borgman, Mrs. Emma M. Roebuck, ]Mrs. Isabella H.

Shepard, Mrs. C. B. Robinson, ]\Irs. Letcher Riker, Mrs. ]\Iary B.

Clay, Mrs. S. M. Hubbard, Mrs. Lucy A. Nield.

Voted that the alternates fill the vacancies in the order in

w^hich they were elected.

Voted that the members of the delegation to the National con-

vention be empowered to fill any vancancies from members of

the Kentucky E. R. A. there present.

Voted that a resolution on the death of Mr. Henry BlackweU

be draw^ up and passed by this convention.

Adjourned.
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AFTERNOON SESSION.

Executive Committee met at 2 o'clock, Miss Clay presiding.

It was decided to recommend the election of Mrs. Lucy A.

Nield as State Historian and Miss Emma Dolfinger as Superin-

tendent of Press "Work.

Committee rose.

Convention resumed at 2 :30 o 'clock.

Scriptural reading and prayer by Prof. W. S. Giltner.

Minutes of morning session read, corrected and approved.

Voted that the nominations of the Executive Committee for

Mrs. Lucy A. Nield as State Historian and IMiss Emma Dolfinger

as Press Superintendent be confirmed.

Voted that the selection of the Adivsory Board to the Execu-

tive Committee be left until a later time.

Report of Press Superintendent read and accepted.

The convention passed the following resolution, presented by

Prof. W. S. Giltner, on the death of Rev. Henry Blackwell:

''That in his death the cause of Woman's Suffrage has lost one

of its ablest advocates. From his earliest manhood to his latest

breath, in times of bitterest hostility, he ever stood calmly and

firmly as the advocate of equal rights of Avoman to all the privi-

leges and honors of full citizenship. That this convention tender

to his daughter its tenderest condolences."

Rev. Anna Shaw addressed the convention and recited an in-

cident of her last meeting with Rev. Henry Blackwell, showing

his unimpared energy to the last, and that he was old only in

years.

Mrs. Lucy A. Nield, Chairman of the Committee on Industrial

Problems affecting Women and Children, gave a very interesting

report of the methods used in effecting reforms along this line.

Voted that the appointment of chairman of the special com-

mittees be left to the Executive Committee.

The chair announced that the Woman's Club would give a

reception to the Rev. Anna Shaw this afternoon from 5 to 6

o 'clock at the club rooms and that all members of the convention

were invited.

Miss Virginia P. Robinson, who was to have spoken on the
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Seattle convention, asked to speak instead on the Collegiate Suf-

frage Association. Her talk was much enjoyed and the conven-

tion gratified to learn of the interest being taken in Woman's

Suffrage by collegiate women.

A most brilliant paper on the " Religious Duty of AVomen

to Ask for the l>all()t" was read by ^Irs. S. C. Heuuett, of Rich-

mond.

The Secretary explained to the convention that the regular ^
dues paid from the local clubs sufficed for the immediate ex-

penses of the associatioD, but that money was needed for propa-

ganda, and that those who wished to do so could now make free

will offerings for the cause.

Those who gave offerings were

:

Mrs. Mary B. Clay $ 5 00

Mrs. Mary E. Giltner 5 00

i\Irs. Rebecca Winkless 5 00

Miss Laura Clay 10 00

(To be used for national dues.)

Campbell County E. R. A 5 00

Mrs. Lucy A. Nield - 10 00

(To be used for national dues.)

Mrs. Lucy A. Nield.. 10 00

Miss Laura Clay..... 10 00

Louisville E. R. A 5 00

Miss Margaret AVeisinger _ 5 00

Total $70 00

It was voted that ]\Irs. Mary C. Roark's suggestion as to of-

fering a money prize for the best essay on Woman's Suffrage to

the different prominent colleges of Kentucky be adopted, and the

disposition be left to the Executive Committee.

A pledge of $10.00 was offered by Miss Virginia P. Robin-

son, from the Educational Equal Suffrage League, toward the

prize essay on condition that a certain lecture given under the

League's auspices proved successful.

The following resolution on the death of Miss Anna B. Mor-

gan, of Newport, was presented and passed

:

That in the death of Miss Anna B. Morgan the Kentucky



Equal Rights Association has lost one of its most faithful advo-

cates and earnest workers. She stood ready, at all times, to ren-

der such assistance as was most efficasious to the cause of Wom-
an's Suffrage. That this convention express to her niece its most

painful sense of loss and extend to her its most sincere and heart-

felt sympathy.

sense of loss and extend to her its most sincere and heartfelt sym-

pathy.

Rev. Anna Shaw spoke briefly on the importance of working

earnestly and securing signatures for our great petition to Con-

gress.

The Resolutions Committee presented the following resolu-

tions, which were considered and adopted singly

:

Resolved, That the Kentucky Equal Rights Association thank

the Board of Directors of the Louisville Public Library for allow-

ing the use of the Assembly Room for our business meetings and

their unfailing courtesy to the convention.

Resolved, That we extend, also, our sincere thanks for the

free use of the lecture room of the Temple Adath Israel.

Resolved, That we express our appreciation of the courtesy

extended to our National President, Rev. Anna Shaw, by the

Woman's Club.

Resolved, That we thank the Louisville press for the full

and impartial reports of our meetings.

Resolved, That we express our sincere gratitude to the

Louisville E. R. A. and Educational Equal Suffrage League for

the delightful reception given us on Thursday; to the speakers

who have appeared on our platform for their words of encourage-

ment ; to the public for their enthusiastic greeting of Rev. Anna
Shaw, and finally to all those who in any manner contributed to

the success of our convention.

Respectfully submitted,

Mrs. Alice H. White,

Mrs. C. Cramer,

Mrs. S. C. Bennett.

Convention adjourned.

Executive Committee met Saturday morning, November 13,

1909, at 9 o'clock. Miss Clay presiding.



Voted that the Fayette County E. R. A. have entire charge of

bill to have women on the l)()ards of all State edueational, char-

itable and punitive institutions.

Voted that the propagation of the other legislative work l)e

left to the Frankfort committee.

Voted that Miss Laura White be Chairman of tlie Peace Com-

mittee.

Voted that Mrs. Lucy A. Nield be Chairman of Connnittee on

Industrial Problems Affecting Women and Children.

Voted that ]\Iiss Laura Clay be Chairman of the Connnittee on

Church Work.

Appropriations were made as follows

:

Printing of programs _ $ 20 00

Expenses of Rev. Anna Shaw..^ 45 00

Hotel bills 22 15

R. R. fare of officers 16 00

Stationery and postage for Press Supt..... 80 00

Printing minutes..... 20 00

Printing enrollment cards 5 00

Postage for Recording Secretary .._ _ 2 00

Postage for Treasurer 2 00

For legislative work 75 00

For prizes 30 00

For Organizer (from pledges) 50 00

Total _ _ _ $317 15

Committee rose.

Emma M. Roebuck,

Recording Secretary.

EVENING SESSIONS.

At the evening sessions no business was transacted, they being

entirely given up to addresses and lectures. On Thursday eve-

ning the meeting was held in the commodious lecture room of the

Temple Adath Israel. After the opening of the meeting with

I^rayer, Mrs. Chas. P. Weaver, of the National Educational As-

sociation, gave a short talk on the deplorable condition found in



some of the rural school districts of Kentucky, and the real nec-

essity of school suffrage for. women to better these conditions.

Judge George DuRelle spoke encouragingly of the growing senti-

ment for "Woman's Suffrage. Rev. Anna Shaw then delivered

her address on "Social Heredity." She was, as always, incom-

parable and kept her audience intersely interested and de-

lighted.

The meeting on Friday evening was held at the Auditorium

of the Woman's Club, which was crowded to the doors. Mrs.

James A. Leech, President of the Kentucky Federation of

"Women's Clubs, gave a most cordial address of greeting. Mr.

Thurston Ballard spoke of ''Women's Influence in Bettering In-

dustrial Conditions." Mrs. C. B. Robinson told of the necessity

of the AA^oman 's Club and Suffrage Association working hand

in hand, and of the advantage it would be to both. Rev. Anna
Shaw was again the principal speaker of the evening. Her lec-

ture was on Woman Democracy, She engaged the attention of

this large audience, which never seemed to lose interest in her

talk, and kept them fully entertained w^hile instructing them.

This concluded the sessions of this very successful conven-

tion of 1909, and added a large number of converts to the Louis-

ville Equal Rights Association.

REPORT OP TREASURER OF KENTUCKY E. R. A.

Annual Dues from Local Associations—
To Balance January 1, 1909 $201 53

Ashland—State— (30) _.-.$10 50

Ashland. Enrolled (15) 1 50

Campbell County (50) 17 50

Covington E. R. Association (90) 31 50

Harrodsburg (1) _ 1 00

Kenton County Association (10) 3 50

Lancaster (1) 1 00

Lexington—State (110) 38 50

Lexington, Enrolled (106) 10 60

Louisville—State (60) 21 00

Richmond—State (205) 71 75
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Richmond, Enrolled (53) 5 30- 213 65

Miss Laura White 10 00

Louisville E. R. Association, for Program 10 00

Mrs. Avery (State work) 100 00

Richmond—Mrs. J. Phiips $5 00

Mrs. Bennett 5 00

Mrs. McCann 5 00

Mrs. Wiggins 1 00- 16 00

Returned by Dr. Louise Southgate *. 6 10

Donation 95

$558 23

Feb. 3—Printing cards $ 4 25

Printing minutes 20 60

Postage to Secretary 2 00

Circulars 5 25

Stationery, etc.
;
press work 10 00

Rev. Anna Shaw, two lectures.. 45 00

Programs 20 00

Cards 4 25

Traveling and hotel expenses 3H 15

Annual dues to National Association 90 10

State 557

Enrolled 344—901

Total $239 60

Cash Balance January 1, 1910 318 63

$558 23

REPORT OP SUPERINTENDENT OF PRESS AVORK.
'

I took charge of the Press Work for the Kentucky E. R. A.

in June, 1909. I have found some difficulty in getting material

to send to the papers.

During the National convention I received no communication

from Warren, nor during the removal of headquarters to New
York.
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I have sent suffrage matter to forty Kentucky papers. Some
of the editors have been kind enough to send me a marked copy

of newspaj3ers containing suffrage paragraphs.

To date I have sent out

—

Leafiets on suffrage 60

Typewritten current events 72

Progress (marked copies) 36

Letters written 8

I have purchased

—

Envelopes and paper $ 55

Postage stamps 2 35

Total/ $3 90

Eeceived from Treasurer, Mrs. I. IT. Shepard

—

Material purchased 3 90

$ 6 10

Leaving a balance on hand of $6.10 to the credit of the Asso-

ciation. Very truly yours,

Louise SouthGx^te,

Supt. of Press Work.

REPORT OF MEMBER OF NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COM-

MITTEE OF THE 41ST ANNUAL CONVENTION

OF THE N. A. W. S. A.

THE NATIONAL CONVENTION.

The 41st annual convention of the N. A. AV. S. A. opened in

Plymouth Church, Seattle, AA^ash., on the afternoon of July 1st,

Rev. Anna H. Shaw presiding.

The address of welcome was delivered by Airs. Alargaret Piatt,

of the AVest AVashington AA^ C. T. U.

Mrs. B. B. Lord gave the address of welcome of the grange

report.

Mrs. DeVoe, the State President, emphasized the need of edu-

cating the public on the question and hoped the National con-
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veiitiou would [)e a great help to them. She also spoke ol" the

beautiful evergreen badges with letters in gold, ''Votes for

Women." These pins were given free to all the delegates.

The evening meeting was presided over by Mrs. Rachael Fos-

ter Avery. The invocation was delivered by A. Norman AYard,

pastor of the JMethodist Church. .Miss Goodner sang a solo. The

address of welcome from the city of Seattle to the suffragists

was delivered by ]\Iayor John F. ^filler. He said the women ^

here have all the rights of the men except the ballot, but if the

ballot were in the hands of the women, and it would eliminate

corruption and stand for honesty in public office, I would stand

strongly for woman suffrage.

Mrs. Henry Villard, always surrounded by friends who wor-

ship her for her sweetness and womanly charms, gave a response

from the National Association.

One of the most popular speakers of the evening was ^Irs.

Harriett Taylor Upton.

At the conclusion of Mrs. Upton's address, Mrs. Rachael Fos-

ter Avery introduced Rev. Anna Ho^vard Shaw, our beloved Na-

tional President, and as this little gray-haired woman stepped

into place at the foot of the platform, the church rang out with a

storm of applause that gave hearty evidence of what that audi-

ence thought of their great suffragist leader.

]\Iiss Shaw spoke long and eloquently on the cause to which

she is devoting her life and money. Two ladies who had recently

returned from London, where they attended several suffrage

meetings, arose and proposed that the assembly give three cheers

for Miss Shaw, w^hich were long and loud.

Miss Shaw said that at the recent meeting of the International

Women Suffrage Alliance in London, Mrs. Catt presided in such

a masterly way and with such power and dignity as to command
universal respect. Of the militant women of England, Miss Shaw
said: "We may not accept every method they use, but we all

have reason to be grateful to them, for this is a world-wide

movement, not for women suffrage only, l)ut for human free-

dom. '

'

Reports showed a great increase and interest in the work. In

no previous presidential campaign in the United States were the
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views of candidates and the enfranchisement of women ever so

generally commented upon by the press.

The legislative work of our members in the various States

was marked by earnestness, determination and careful planing

for the future. There were many endorsements. To summarize,

29 National Associations have endorsed women suffrage, 14

others have taken action on some phase of the question, 20 State

Federations of Labor, 16 State Granges and 7 State Letter-car-

riers' Associations have endorsed it.

The second day of the convention opened with the Auditor's

report, given by Miss Laura Clay, and the Treasurer 's report by
i\Irs. Harriett Taylor Upton.

Reports were then given from the three States where suffrage

amendments are pending. Mrs. Duniway spoke for Oregon, Mrs.

Everett Johnson for South Dakota, and Mrs. DeVoe for Wash-

ington. ^
Industrial reports were reported by Mrs. Florence Kelly as to

relations affecting women and children. Since the Buffalo con-

vention fourteen States have considered bills to shorten the hours

for Avoman labor, five have passed bills making more or less im-

provements. In spite of all our efforts the number of child la-

borers in the Ignited States is constantly growing. It means the

sacrifice of thousands of young lives.

One of the most brilliant meetings of the convention was the

college evening, ]\Iiss ShaAv presiding.

Mrs. Lexow, of New York, reported the great growth in the

colleges. The National League now^ has twenty-four branches in

seventeen States, and twenty-five chapters in twenty-five colleges

now have a total membership of between two and three thou-

sand.

Our National petitions were taken up and discussed as to how

to get the most signatures. The delegate from Utah said that

State would send 20,000 names. Extracts were read from a let-

ter from Mrs. Catt, in which she laid stress upon the importance

of rolling up a very large petition.

As usual, our Treasurer, Mrs. Upton, took the floor, and in

about twenty minutes raised $3,000. Like everything else, it

takes money to run things, and Mrs. Upton is one that can get it.
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Tlu' final mass meeting j)a('lved tlic Plymoiitli ('liurcli to the

doors and thus closed this great convention. The following day

all the representative women attended the Alaska-Yukon Pacific

Exposition, where an elaborate program was given. Rev. Anna
Shaw presided at the auditorium. Prayer by Dr. Sidney Strong

was followed by welcome from J. E. Chilberg, the President of

the exposition. j\Iany other speakers took part. Wagner's band

rendered selections at intervals.

Dinner was served at 6:30 o'clock at ''The Firs" Y. M. C. A.

buildings on the grounds. The seating was so arranged so that

the delegates of the several States occupied the same tables, and

at each table there was one of the women of the Washington

State Suffrage Association, and this function marked the fare-

well to the National convention.

Respectfully submitted,

jMary E. Giltner.

REPORTS OF LOCAL ASSOCIATIONS.

ASHLAND E. R. A.

In the past year our little band has not accomplished what it

would like to have, but did what it could, and is still active in the

work for Woman 's Rights.

Held six meetings during the year, with an average attend-

ance of eight.

Lost by death two of our most worthy members, ]\Ir. AY. H.

Bagley and Mrs. A. L. Eba.

Secured many names to the petition. The literature distri-

buted was educational and won for the cause a number of sub-

stantial persons.

Had Aliss Perle Penfield with us two or three days, and she

lectured at Ashland, Catlettsburg, Greenup and Oakview.

. Sent two delegates to the State convention at Louisville.

•Close the year 's work with a paid membership of twenty-four.

We appreciate the efforts of all co-w^orkers everywhere, and

may God hasten the cause for which we are laboring.

Mrs. J. W. King, President.

Anna T. Hord, Secretary.
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CAMPBELL COUNTY E. R. A.

The C. C. E. R. A. held ten business meetings during the past

year, also several social meetings.

We had Miss Penfield, an organizer, who lectured for us in

Bellevue to a large audience in the Calvary Methodist Church.

Many signed the enrollment cards, but seemed not ready to form

a club. She also gave parlor talks at Southgate and one in New-
port, where we also got enrolled members and some donations.

Our members have worked very hard for the petition for an

amendment to the National Constitution, which shall enable wom-
en to vote.

Our President sent a great deal of literature relating to Peace

Day to the Superintendent of the Newport schools.

During the year we lost Anna B. oMorgan, one of our most

faithful members. Being frail and delicate for years, she could

not hold an,y office or attend meeting held outside of her home,

so our club would meet with her. We feel that we can never re-

place her bright mind and sweetness of disposition. If there was

any work that she could do, she did it well. Would that there

were more like her. She will always remain a sweet memory
with us.

AVe close this year with a paid membership of fifty and send

six delegates to the State convention to be held in Louisville,

November 11th and 12th.

Respectfully submitted,

Hannah L. Spring, Secretary.

COVINGTON E. R. A.

The Covington Equal Rights Association can report the most

interesting year of its existence.

Vice Presidents were elected to act as Chairmen at the month-

ly meetings, taking entire charge of the programme, inviting

guests, and conducting the meeting from start to finish. In this

way no one was overworked and a delightful meeting in each case

was the result.

A girls' basket ball team was formed under the auspices of

this Association caUed the Equal Rights Team. They did fine

work and put $43 into our treasury.

The Covington Equal Rights and the Susan B. Anthony Club
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of Cinciinuiti gave a ban([iiet at the Havliii Hotel on Miss An-

thony's birthday. It was a gTancl success.

Mrs. Kate Trimble Woolsey has been with us at two of our

meetings.

Peace Day was observed in the public schools here. An elab-

orate programme, consisting of talks by ministers and others on

the significance of the da,y, music, etc., was given.

Respectfully,

N. S. ^IcLaughlin, Secretary.

FAYETTE COUNTY E. R. A.

This has been a splendid year for our Association. We have

had nine meetings, composed of reading, music and lectures; also

sent to the Reform School different forms of entertainment.

Many new members have come to us ; have now one hundred

and ninety. Our Association has been the fashion in the United

State and we wnll double onr numbers next year. IMany young

people are joining our ranks.

Our new^ President is ]\Iiss Linda Neville.

No deaths or removals to report.

In the early dawn I see the day swiftly coming, \\'hen all

womei*t*and men will have equal rights, not only before God, but

before i>ian also. Respectfully submitted,

s Mrs. AVEr.LiNGTON Payne,

^ Secreiavji.

woman's suffrage ASSOCIATION OF LOUISVILLE.

Our Association reports a year of active work and increased

membership.

Persons who have especially contributed to our prosperity

and to whom our gratitude is due are: Miss Hamilton, ^Fr.

Yust, the Public Librarian ; Miss Hast, our President ; Mrs.

Ethel Snowden, the charming English suffragette ; Mrs. Maud
Wood Park, of Boston, who organized the Equal Suffrage League

of College W^omen, and finally the co-operation of the very ef-

ficient members of that League.

We have had six regular meetings; the one on February 15th

being an Anthony memorial meeting. We have had three lectures

here. One by Miss Perle Penfield, one by ]\[rs. Desha l^reckin-
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JM*dge, and another by ]\ris8 i\[ary McDowell, of Chicago.

The Collegiate Equal Suffrage League has worked with our

Association
;
many of our meetings being joint meetings, and

much of the success of the convention is due to them.

I have to report sixty-seven members as against a list of

twenty-nine last year.

Alice Harris White,

madison county e. r. a.

We have in our Association 273 members, each of whom has

become a life member hy signing one of our enrollment cards.

We haA^e 70 men and 203 women, divided into two classes, acces-

sibl and inaccessible members. Accessible are those we ask if

they desire to make a donation of money to our cause once a year,

and only on<?e. The inaccessible are those to whom we would

have to write and from whom we do not expect a donation.

We have 199 accessible members and 74 inaccessible. From
the 92 accessible members, who have been asked thus far this year,

I have obtained $77.05, which I have paid to the State treasurer.

On my return to Richmond I shall ask the other accessible mem-
bers to make their donations. We find the enrollment cards a

most valuable adjunct in increasing membership.

Sarah Clay Bennett.

REPORT OP AIU)TTING COMMITTEE.

The Auditing Committee has examined the Treasurer's books

and receipts and found them correct. The books show a balance

of $371.78.

Laura R. White, Chaiiinan.

Mary E. Giltner.
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"If ye abide in my Word, * * * ye shall know the Truth, and
the Truth shall make you free."

MINUTES
OF THE

TTweoty - F irst

ANNUAL MEETING
OF THE

Kentucky Equal Rights Association

HEM AT

COVINGTON IN THE LIBRARY BUILDING
November 1-4 15-16, IQlO

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.

Met at 9 o'clock A. M. Tuesday November 15.

Discussion as to the advisability of extending an invitation to

the National association to hold the annual convention of National

American Woman's Suffrage Association at Louisville Ky. in 1911.

Letter from Mrs. Carrie Chapman Catt was read announcing that

the International Alliance would hold their Annual meeting at

Stockholm, Sweden in June.

Letter from the National Association to the state president

was read asking the opinion of the convention as to changing the

entire plan^of organization. Whether it is still well to make pay-

ment of dues and attendance at meetings a requisite of member-
ship.

"

It was decided to recommend that the convention suggest to

the National association thatmembership be entirely disassociated

from the payment of dues and attendance at meetings and in short

recommend our own Kentucky plan.

That our officers as now elected may serve on the national

committees.
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We suggest that the convention recommend to the National

association that the department of literature be made self support-

ing.

The offering of money prizes for the essays on woman's suff-

rage was discussed at length.

MORNING SESSION.

Convention called to order at 10 o'clock.

Scriptural reading and prayer by the President, Miss Laura

Clay.

Program was made the order of business.

Report of the Executive committee was accepted.

Reports of officers.

1st Vice-president, Mrs. Mary B. Clay told of the plan used

in Richmond for furthering the cause of woman's suffrage, the

offering of cash prizes in the colleges and high schools for the best

essay on suffrage.

2nd Vice-president, Mrs. Mary C. Cramer told of an immense

meeting at Lexington in the cause of School suffrage and recom-

mended having them in all parts of the state.

Other officers gave short verbal reports of work done by

them.

Voted that the chair appoint all committees.

The .following committees were appointed

:

Credentials:—Mrs. I. H. Shepard and Mrs. H. L. Spring.

Publications :—Mrs. Emma M. Roebuck and Dr. Louise

Southgate.

Courtesies :—Mrs. M. B. Reynolds and Mrs. Highton.

Resolutions :—Mrs. John B. Castleman, Miss Luella Boyd
and Mrs. Sarah Charles.

Report of the committee on church work was given by the

chairman ; Miss Laura Clay.

Reports were received from the following Local Associations.

Ashland Miss Laura White

Campbell County Mrs. H. L. Spring

Covington , Mrs. N. S. McLaughlin
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Fayette County Mrs. M. C. Cramer

Louisville Mrs. Castelman

Madison County Mrs. S. C. Bennett

Mercer County Mrs. Francis Simrall Riker

Muldraugh Mrs Teed Withers Smith ^
Kenton County Mrs. 1. H. Shepard

Discussion of the plan ot work followed. It was voted that

we recommend to the National association what our plan of work

committee suggested in regard to changing the methods of or-

ganization, namely ; that we no longer make payment of dues and

attendance at meetings a requisite of membership voted that the

department of literature of the National Association be made self

supporting.

Secretary read Miss Alice Stone Blackwell's reply to Mr.

Richard Barry's article in the Ladies FTome Journal.

Treasurer's report was made, and placed in the hands of the

auditors Miss Laura White and Mrs. S. C. Bennett.

Adjourned.

AFTERNOON SESSION.

The session was opened .ut 2 o'clock with Scriptural reading

and prayer by the President.

Minutes of morning session read and approved.

President Miss Laura Clay gave her annual address. She said

our greatest cause of rejoicing at present was that we have attained

another state in the ranks of full Suffrage, that is Washington.

Report of the Press Superintendant was read and accepted.

Letter was read from Miss Agnes Ryan, Business A1"anager

of the Woman's Journal, asking for subscriptions to that paper.

Adjourned.

Wednesday November 16.

PLAN OF WORK COMMITTEE met at 9 o'clock.

Moved that we recommend to the convention : That the con-

vention appoint a chairman of Prize contests.

That $10.00 be made the maximum prize for essays on wo-

man's suffrage.
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That we ask the legislature for a constitutional amendment
giving women full suffrage.

That the legislative committee be instructed to have the do-

minant party in the legislature introduce the bill for the consti-

tutional amendment.

That women be placed on the boards of all state punitive and

educational institutions.

That our state association establish a Lecture Bureau of

Kentucky Suffragists.

That the names for the candidates for the Lecture Bureau be

submitted to the Executive commitee.

Moved that we ask the convention to rule that each local as-

sociation be allowed to elect its own delegates to the National

convention at the rate of one delegate for each 100 paid up mem-
bers. That when associations have parts of the hundred over their

own neccessary 100, these parts be given to the Executive com-

mittee and be apportioned to such associations as have not 100

members.

Committee rose.

MORNING SESSION.

Convention was opened with a prayer by our National Presi-

dent Rev. Anna Shaw.

Minutes of previous session read and approved.

Voted that the privileges of the floor be extended to the Rev.

Anna Shaw.

Voted that a vote of thanks be given to Rev. Anna Shaw for

her lectures and that we wish her God speed on her journey

home.

Moved that the convention ask the National x\merican Wo-
man's Suffrage Association to hold its annual convention of 1911

at Louisville Ky. Passed by a unanimous rising vote.

The National President, Rev. Anna Shaw, being present the

invitation was at once graciously accepted.

Voted that the recommendation of the Plan of Work commit-

tee as to the selection of dele gates to the National convention

be accepted.
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Madison County volunteered to help Harrodsburg, Fayette

County to help Kenton County etc.

Voted that if . our delegation is not full at the opening of the

National convention, they be allowed to fill any vacancy from the

members of the Ky. E. R. A. there present. ^
Report of Credentials committee read and accepted.

Reports of the previous National convention was read by the

state member of the National Executive committee Mrs. Mary E.

Giltner.

The convention then proceeded to the election of officers.

The chair appointed as tellers Mrs. H. L. Spring and Dr.

Louise Southgate.

The election resulted as follows

:

President, Miss Laura Clay Lexington

1st Vice-president, Mrs. Mary B. Clay Richmond

2nd Vice-president, Mrs. Mary C. Cramer . . . Lexington

3rd Vice-president, Mrs. N. S. McLaughlin . . Covington

Corresponding Secretary Mrs. Mary C. Roark Richm.ond

Recording Secretary, Mrs. Emma M. Roebuck . Newport

Treasurer, Mrs. Isabella H. Shepard Covington

It was moved that the state member of the National Execu-

tive committee be elected by ballot. Motion lost.

'Voted that the state member of the National Executive com-

mittee be chosen by acclamation and Mrs. Mary E. Giltner was

the choice of the convention.

It was moved by Mrs. Weaver that the convention extend

fraternal greetings to the Executive board of the Federation of

Woman's clubs which meets in Lexington this week Carried.

Miss Linda Neville of Lexington gave a report of the legisla-

tive work done by the Fayette County E. R. A. in regard to the

appointment of a woman physician at the Insane Asylums.

Voted that the convention thank the merchants of Covington

for the beautiful decorations in our honor.

Adjourned.
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AFTERNOON SESSION.

Convention resumed at 2 o'clock.

Scriptural reading and prayer by the president.

The Executive Board suggested the following nominations.

Miss Margaret AVeisinger, Superintendent of Press Work, with

leave of absence for six months ; Mrs. Desha Breckinridge, chair-

man of the Educational committee; Miss Laura White chairman

of committee on Peace and Arbitration; Mrs. A. M. Harrison,

chairman of committee on church work; Mrs. Lucy A. Nield chair-

man of committee on Industrial problems affecting women and

children.

Convention accepted and ratified these nominations.

Voted that the Executive Board be made the Legislative Com-
mittee.

Voted that the office of State Historian be continued.

Dr. Louise Southgate was selected as state Historian.

Mrs. Weaver explained to the convention the object and use

of the little leaflets written by Mrs. Decha Breckinridge to inter-

est the general public in school suffrage.

The following Associations purchased the leaflets for distri-

bution : Ashland, 50, Campbell, County, 50, Covington 100, Ma-
dison County, 100, Mercer County 50, Kenton County 50.

This resolution was offered by Dr. Louise Southgate

:

Resolved, that the Kentucky Equal Rights Association in

convention at Covington extend cordial greetings to the Ky.

State Federations of Colored Women's Clubs.

Voted that the secretary be instructed to convey greetings

to the Ky. State Federation of Colored Women's Clubs.

Mrs. Mary C. Cramer reported excellent work done by the

legislative Committee.

A good talk on "Why should woman have the Ballot" by

Mrs. Teed Withers Smith was carefuly listened to by the conven-

tion.

Voted that a chairman of the prize contest committee be elec-

ted.

Miss Viriginia Robinson was elected chairman of prize con-

test committee.
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Voted that the maximum prize offered be $10.00.

Voted that we ask the next legislature for a constitutional

amendment giving women full suffrage on the same terms as men.

Voted that the legislative committee be instructed to have

the dominant party introduce our constitutional amendment bill,

if possible.

Voted that we work to have women placed on the boards of

all state punitive and educational institutions.

Voted that a Lecture Bureau be established.

Voted that the names of Candidates for the Lecture Bureau

be submitted to the Executive comittee.

Dr. Louise Southgate delivered an excellent address on the

"Sisterhood of Woman."

The secretary asked for free will offerings for state work in

our cause and the convention responded most liberally.

Mrs. Mary B. Clay $5.00

Mrs. Mary E. Giltner . 5.00

Mrs. Mary Trimble 5.00

Miss Laura Clay 5.00

Mrs. S. C. Bennett 5.00

Miss Laura White

.

5.00

Campbell County E. R. A 5.00

Ashland E. R. A 5.00

Mrs. John Castleman 4.00

Mrs. M. B. Reynolds 1.00

(to be followed by 4.00 more during the year)

Miss Laura White reported great strides made during the.

past year for Peace and Arbitration.

The printing of the programs being donated by Mrs. K. R.

Wiggins of Richmond to Mrs. N. S. Mc Laughlin of Covington,

Mrs. McLaughlin in turn donated this to the state, to be used as

dues for enrolled members.

A vote of thanks was extended to Mrs. Wiggins and Mrs. Mc-
Laughlin.

The resolutions offered by the committee were read and ad-

opted.
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Voted that ail unfinished business be left in the hands of the

Executive Committee.

Convention adjourned.

REPORT EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING.

Executive committee met Wednesday evening November 16

at 8 o'clock.

The appropriations made were

:

National dues $95.00

Rev. Anna Shaw 45.00

Officersi Traveling Expense 15.50

Printing Programs 3.00

Printing Enrollment cards 5.00

Printing Leaflets 6.00

Printing Stationery 5.00

Postage 6.00

Printing Minutes 20.00

Press Work 10.00

Voted that if Miss Virginia Robinson be unable to accept

chairmanship of Prize Contest committee we endeavour to have

Mrs. Mary C. Roark accept same.

Voted that the state offer to pay the hotel expenses of the

official board of National association and the rent of the Hall for

the National convention at Louisville.

The following names were proposed as members of our Lec-

ture Bureau.

Mrs. Desha Breckinridge Mrs. Chas. P. Weaver
Mrs. A. M. Harrison Mrs. Eleanor Tarrant Little

Mrs. Lucy A. Nield Mrs. S. C. Bennett

Mrs. Mary C. Roark.

Voted to appropriate $100.00for the Lecture Bureau.

Voted that Miss Laura Clay and Mrs. Mary C. Cramer attend

the conference of Governors at Frankfort.

Voted that our president, Miss Laura Clay go to Louisville

to make all neccessary arrangements for the National Convention.

Voted that the president be empowered to use whatever
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money is neccessary for the preliminary arrangements for the Na-

tional convention, up to $200.00.

Committee rose.

On Monday and Tuesday evenings the convention rested

from their arduous labors of the day and were most delightfully

and profitably entertained with lectures by the Rev. Anna Shaw.

On Monday evening there were addresses of welcome and charm-

ing music preceeding Miss Shaw's lecture which was enjoyed by

a large and attentive audience. On Tuesday evening there was a

larger audience, if possible, than the night before. During her

lecture, Miss Shaw offered to answer the questions upon which

anyone in the audience required enlightenment. Many questions

were asked and her clear, capable answers, at the same time so

full of wit, convinced the "doubting Thomases" that the suffragists

usually know where of they speak.

EVENING MEETINGS.

REPORTS.

Treasurer's Report for 1910.

To Balance, January 1, 1910

Pledges for 1910—Newport $ 5 00

. .SOO

5 00

5 00

10 00

10 00

$320.63

Mrs. Winkless . .

Mrs. M. B. Clay. .

Mrs. Giltner

Miss Laura Clay .

Miss Laura White

40 00

Annual Dues from Local E.R. Ass'ns.

Ashland

Campbell Co
Covington E. R. Ass'n

Harrodsburg

Kenton Co
Lexington

Louisville

Louisville Enrolled members . . . .

12 30

30 80

35 00

3 50

3 50

105 35

21 00

5.50
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Richmond 75 95

Richmond 9 00

Muldraugh 3 50

305 40

$666 03

By Disbursments

:

Legislative work 12 81

Printing minutes 18 00

Postage 4 00

Dues to N'l Ass'n EnroUedmembers 5.50

$40 31

Balance November 16, 1910 625 72

666 03

;
REPORTS OF LOCAL ASSOCIATIONS.

Ashland E. R. A.

There were 5 meetings held this year with an average at-

tendance of 17 members.

Our President. Miss Laura White, sent Peace Literature ta

the Ashland Schools, and it was observed in some way by the

several rooms.

We have a paid membership of 30> and 18 enrolled members.

W^e are small in numbers, weak in popularity, but we are

genuine suffragists, and thoroughly enjoy every meeting, and

hope soon to swell the shout of Victory and freedom that will

come to our Native Women.
Respectfully,

Mrs. W. H. Bagley. Secretary.

Campbell County E. R. A.

The Campbell County Equal Rights Association held eleven

meetings during the year one of which was of a social nature.

Our society was well represented at the Banquet given at the

Grand Hotel in Cincinnati by the Susan B. Anthony Club. We
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also turned out with a large number at the Hotel Alms where

we heard bright women, from every state in the Union, tell of

the progress that Suffrage is making.

Our Association failed in our request to have the graduating

class compete for a prize to be given for best essay on ''Why we
should have Suffrage" to be read at the Commencement. The
Superintendent wrote us a very lengthy letter, why we were re-

fused and to most of us his reasons seemed very just.

We have distributed a great deal of Literature and have

gained several new members. We have one hundred and nineteen

enrolled members and have eighty-eight paid up members. We
send nine delegates to the Convention.

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED
Hannah L. Spring Secretary.

Fayette Co. E. R A.

The Fayette Equal Rights Association has had only a few

meetings, but has done much work through committees.

It rejoices in the success of its efforts to get the appoint-

ment of a woman physician ac the Eastern Kentucky Insane Asy-

lum, at the great interest thai has been aroused in the matter of

granting to women the right to vote in school elections—an in-

terest due in part to the efforts of the Fayette Association, and

thirdly in the increase of membership from one hundred and ten to

three hundred and one.

Respectfully,

Mrs. Wellington Payne, Secretary.

Meade County E. R. A.

The Meade Co. E. R. A. was organized at Muldraugh with

70 members, 15 of which were men, one of them our legislator Mr.

L. F. Withers. Had several meetings in the homes of the different

members and one public meeting where there were several speak-

ers. We expect to do much good work in our vicinity.

Respectfully

Mrs. Teed Withers Smith.
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Madison County E. R. A.

The Madison County E. R. A. has done some good work this

year. We have now an enrollment of 282 members, some of whom
have been very liberal in their donations and active in labor, dis-

tributing tracts and cards and expressing their sentiment for the

cause on all occasions.

We shall endeavor to have each member promise to secure

one new name duringthe coming year. Many of the students in our

State Normal School are interested in the cause and, several de-

bates on this subject have been held in the College chapel, at-

tended by large and enthusiastic audiences.

The Madison Co. E. R. A. offered a prize of $10.00 for the best

speech on Woman Suffrage—there were five contestants.

We feel confident that 1911 will be the banner year in our

County for the cause of Suffrage, and great credit is due our

President, Mrs. Sarah Clay Bennett, for her liberal donations and

untiring efforts in this," her chosen field of labor.

That this Convention may prove a success and blessing to

every delegate, that the Spirit of Divine Wisdom may preside

over all your deliberations is the most earnest wish of your fel-

low-laborer,

K. R. Wiggins, Secretary.

HARRODSBURG E. R. A.

The E. R. A. of Harrodsburg begs leave to report a member-

ship of sixteen with a growing interest within and without its cir-

cles. The formal organization has not yet been perfected but as an

interested circle. The women in connection pledge themselves to

advance the educational, industrial and legal rights of women, and

to stand for suffrage both in State and nation to the best of their

ability as women—and stand in line for service.

Frances Simrall Riker, Chairman.

LOUISVILLE E. R. A.

The Woman Suffrage Association of Louisville experienced

a new birth after the convention of the State Association, held in

Louisville last year. Miss Shaw's two evening meetings aroused
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great enthusiasm, and interest was further evoked by a lecture the

following week by Mrs. Philip Snowden, of England, under the

auspices of the Educational Equal Suffrage League. Later on in

the winter various clubs held small mass meetings in the interest

of school suffrage, but almost invariably the discussion reached full

suffrage before it was concluded.
~

The good newspaper notices given to the school suffrage

campaign, to our own meetings, as well as the straw vote taken by

the Herald, which resulted 931 for, 284 against, have been a great

benefit to the work.

The president of this Association also made a speech at the

State Fair, in the model school building, under the auspices of the

federated clubs, and from this building quantities of suffrage flyers

and Mrs. Breckenridge's speeches were given out during fair

week.

The Association has had one large public meeing this fall, in

addition to the small ones, at which Miss Shaw was the speaker.

On account of a depleted financial condition, it was necessary to

charge an addmission fee of 25c ; but even so, the Woman's Club

was almost full and receipts more than paid expenses.

The Association registers a membership of 165 in November,

1910, as against 67 in November 1909. It believes that the in-

crease in suffrage sentiment in Louisville is far more general

even than is represented by the gain in membership of this As-

sociation, and hopes in the coming year to garner in this wide

spread interest and make it tell for the efficiency of the Associa-

tion and for the cause in general.

Respetctfully submitted,

Virginia P. Robinson, President.

COVINGTON E. R. A.

The Covington Equal Rights club has 136 names enrolled

and the list is steadily increasing. The Regular monthly meet-

ings were well attended and the three programme affairs given

during the year, were a grand success. At the November meet-
ing, delegates to the Louisvilleconvention were instructed to

invite this convention here. In February the club joined the

Susan B. Anthony club of Cincinnati in a banquet at the Grand
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Hotel. One of our members proposed and began movement toward
getting up a banquet to entertain the prominent suffragists, ex-

pected to attend the federation of Women's clubs. This move-
ment terminated in a banquet at the Hotel Alms on the even-

ing of May 16, for which 350 tickets were sold so rapidly that

days before the event seats could not be secured at a premium, be-

cause the hotel management could no accomodate any more. In

June at one of the programme meetings resolutions were drafted

on regulated vice and—white slavery. These resolutions were
built on those framed at the Riggs House, Washington, D. C, by
members of our National organization.

AUDITORS REPORT.

The Auditors have examined the Treasurer's books and f..»und

them correct.

S. C. Bennett.

Laura R. White.

Report of the State Member of National Executive Board

The Forty- second Convention of the National American
Woman's Suffrage Association convened in Washington, D. C.

from April 14th to 19th inclusive, 1910

Thursday A. M., April 14th, the Executive meeting was call-

ed to order by the Chairman, with recommendations from the

Official Board, and with roll call of States for new business, which

was well attended.

Dr.Shaw, the President, called the first public meeting to or-

der at 2 :30 P. M. on the 14th. The Auditorium of the Arlington

Hotel was crowded, thus assuring a large and enthusiastic con-

vention. Addresses of welcome were made by Miss Henriette J.

Hilton, President of the District Equal Suffrage Association, and

by Miss Mabel Foster, President of the District College Equal

Franchise League. Responses on behalf of the N. A. W. S. As-

sociation were made by Clara B. Arthur, President of Michigan

W. S. A., and by Kate M. Gordon, President of Louisiana W. S.

A. Reports were made on church work, and on the petitions to

Congress. The remainder of the afternoon was devoted to State

reports.
, .
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For the first time in history the President of the United

States had been invited to give the Convention a greeting and

welcome. While it was knowm that the President was not an

anti-suffragist, yet he was not a strong suffragist, and might not

be wholly with us. Therefore it was not expected of him to make
an address along those lines, but to extend to the Convention

the greeting and welcome of the Capital. Now he said in part:

"When I was a school boy sixteen years old and graduated from

the Woodward High School in Cincinnati, I took for my subject

''Woman Suffrage." My father was a woman suffragist, but

since that time I have changed my mind and somewhat modified

my views. Now this is my confession of faith, but I am glad to

welcome you here. lam glad to welcome an intelligent body of

women, earnest in the discussion of politics; earnest in the ques-

tion of good government, and earnest and highminded in the

cause they are pleading for. I congratulate you on coming to Wash-
ington, this most beautiful of cities, to hold your Convention. I

trust it may result in every thing you hoped for, and I am sure

that the coming together of honest, intelligent and earnest wo-

men like these can not but be productive of good."

After the President had left the hall Dr. Shaw replied to

some of the criticisms he had made against votes or women. She

declared she would ''draw a voting line horizontally, not diagonal-

ly, and exclude from the privilege of voting not only ignorant wo-
men, but also illiterate men." This she thought would help the

political situation to right its self.

Dr. Shaw, our National President, in her annual address said in

part, that the people of the country were becoming infidel in their

principles of Democracy. The suffrage movement, she asserted,

was growing and demanded new standards.

At the evening session Mrs. Carrie Chapman Catt, President

of the International Suffrage Alliance, adressed the Convention.

At the conclusion of her magnificent speech, the delegates endors-

ed a motion by Dr. Shaw that her address be printed and sent to

every man participating in the governing of the United States.

Mrs. Catt received great applause by the whole Convention.

Miss Laura Clay, our State President, told the women what
they needed was a new element of character and courage.
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On Monday the much talked of petition was carried to Con-

gress at eleven thirty (11:30) A. M. A line of 52 automobiles

formed at the Arlington and moved in stately procession up Penn-

sylvania Avenue. The first two cars were for the officers, and

Mrs. Le Droit Barber, chairman of the Committee on Automo-
biles, drove the front car. Mrs. Helen Gardner was Mrs. Bar-

ber's chief aide in securing the machines and in arranging for

the procession. Following the officers' car were three from which

floated press banners, which represented the different news-

papers. The third, engaged by the Woman Suffrage Party of

New York, held other representatives of the press and photograph-

ers. The State machines followed in alphabetical order, designat-

ed by a yellow banner, and in charge of representatives carrying

their own State petitions. The day was a perfect one and Wash-
ington was superb in brightest of green foliage and beautiful flow-

ers.

At the Capitol the delegates divided into groups, each seek-

ing the Representatives and Senators who promised to assist

them. The Congressional record devoted two pages to the pre-

sentation of the petitions, giving the name of each person who
presented them. There were one-half million signers to them, ask-

ing for full suffrage for women.

Our lamented Senator Dolliver, who but recently passed

away, shouldered an arm full of the petitions and said he would

advise those members to take a day off and study the Constitu

tion.

Senator A. F. Clay of Georgia as Chairman of the Commit-

tee presided. Mrs. Catherine AVaugh McCulloch, a lawyer of

Chicago, was the first to speak. She said that as the common law

did not specifically state that woman should vote, it was argued

in some decisions that therefore they had the right, and in

other States that they did not have the right, so you have placed

upon women the stamp of polititical inequality and placed us at

great disadvantage in competition with men. I presume you are

all lawyers, therefore, I appeal to you as brothers-in-law to grant

our request.

After a number of other grand speeches were made. Dr.

Shaw closed the hearing with an appeal to the Committee to re-
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port the petitions favorably, if you can, but unfavorable if you

must.

Some two hundred votes for women advocates, appeared be-

fore the House Committee, six or seven women speaking. Mrs.

Upton said : "Gentlemen, won't you please report against these re-

solutions, and give us your reasons for doing so ; we know you

are not going to vote for it. Certainly, you are not afraid of us,

so please vote against it, but do tell us why."

At the conclusion the Chairman promised that their argu-

ment and petitions would receive careful attention.

The Election of Officers took place on Monday morning. All

the old officers were mostly retained, but some changes were

made later on.

Thus closed the Forty-second Annual Convention of the N
A. Woman's Suffrage Association.

Respectfully submitted,

Mary E. Giltner.

The resolutions offered and adopted were

:

Whereas the Ky. Equal Rights Association has had a m.ost

successful meeing in Covington therefore be it resolved.

That the members of the association express their appreciation

of the hospitality extended to them by the Covington and Kenton

County Equal Rights Associations.

That the delegates; wish to extend sincere thanks to these

hostesses and all friends who contributed to their comfort and

the success of the convention ; to the Art Club for their beautiful

reception, to the musicians for their sweet music and to the Press

for their unfailing courtesy.

That we, being interested in the welfare of children, hereby

express the pleasure we feel that there has been formed the Ky.

Society for the Prevention of Blindness.

That the Ky. Equal Right Association request the State Board

of Charitable Institutions to appoint a woman physician a the

state asylum for the Insane a Hopkinsville.

That each local Association of the Ky. Equal Rights Ass't'n.

use its influence towards establishing Juventile Court in case none

has been established in that county.
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And lastly be it resolved that each delegate here take heart

and return to her home feeling a great stride has been made to the

accomplishment of the object so dear to our hearts.

Respectfully submitted

Mrs. John B. Castleman

Miss Luella Boyd
Mrs. Sarah Charles
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*'If ye abide in my Word, * * * ye shall know the Truth, and
the Truth shall make you free."

MINUTES
OF THE -'^

Twenty-Second Annual Convention
OP THE

Kentucky Equal Rights Association

HEI^D AT

LOUISVILLE IN THE SEELBACH RED ROOM
October 25tli, 1911

MORNING SESSION.

Thursday Oct. 25 1912.

Convention was called to order by the President Miss Laura

Clay.

Scriptural reading Miss Laura Clay.

Prayer by Miss Elizabeth Yates, President of the Rhode Is-

land Equal Rights Association.

Voted that the Program be made the order of business.

Secretary gave verbal report of work done by the Executive

committee.

The following committees were appointed by the chair

:

Credentials Mrs. I. H. Shepard

Courtesies Mrs. John Castleman

Resolutions . . Mrs. Mitchell, Mrs. Thos. Smith, Mrs. Agnes

Eifort.

Publication Mrs. Emma M. Roebuck and

Miss Laura White.

Auditing Miss Laura White

Mrs. Somerville, President of the Mississippi Equal Rights
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Association, Mrs. Greenley, Mrs. Mohlenhoff of Mississippi and

Miss Kate Gordon of Louisiana were introduced and addressed

the convention. The courtesies of the door were extended to

them.

Credentials committee made partial report. As the National

Association has changed its time for holding its Annual Conven-

tion there was a lengthy discussion as to the time at which it

would be most advisable to close our state books, but no decision

was arrived at.

Mrs. Desha Breckinridge was asked to address the convention.

She told of the plans of the Federation of Woman's clubs with

regard to school suffrage and of the work accomplished at the

last legislature.

Mrs. Lucy A. Nield proposed that women working for school

suffrage go directly to the liquor men and ask their endorsement

Miss Clay reported that the liquor men of Wisconsin have declar-

ed in favor of Woman's suffrage.

The report of the Treasurer was read and the books placed

in hand of the Auditing committee.

Mrs. Laddie of New Jersey and Miss Mary Helm were in-

troduced. Miss Helm told of her personal experience and conver-

sion to the cause.

The President Miss Laura Clay gave her annual address. She

told of the changed conditins existing at present, the increased

membership which made some change in the constitution desirable.

She proposed a rotation of officers as one change. That the office

of Auditor be created and the Auditor be made a member of the

Executive board. That the President, 1st Vice President, corres-

ponding. Secretary and Treasurer be elected on the even years. That

the 2ndVicePresident,3rd Vice President, Recording Secretary, Ex-

ecutive Committee member and Auditor on the odd years. That

this year being an odd year, the President, 1st Vice President,

Corresponding Secretary and Treasurer be elected for one year.

The second and 3rd Vice President, Recording Secretary and Ex-

ecutive committee member for two years. She also proposed mak-

ing the state member of the National Executive committee a mem-
ber of the State Executive committee. She told of the hearing
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granted the suffragists before the last conference of Governors at

Frankfort Ky. in December 1910. Also of the resolutions in favor

of w^oman's suffrage adoped by the state Federation of Labor.

Mrs. Ringrose, a bright energetic Californian, still bearing the

flush of victory, was presented to the convention. She told of the

methods w^hich w^ere successful in making her state a full suffrage

state, and of work among the catholic clergy and how through

them they obtained the catholic support.

A vote of thanks and the courtesies of the floor were extend-

ed Mrs. Ringrose.

Voted that a committee be appointed by the chair for the

revision of the constitution along the lines proposed by the pres-

ident.

Voted that this convention send telegrams to the State

Bankers convention in session at Lexington and to the Kentucky

Medical Society at Paducah asking them if they would not desire

our assistance.

The chair appointed Miss Linda Neville to send the follow-

ing telegrams : To the Bankers Convention at Lexington : "Our
votes would be cast for a better taxation system. Do you want
them" ?

TheKy. Equal Rights Association.

To the Paducah, Ky. Medical Ass'n

:

"You could count on our vote for your legislative work. Do
you want them.

The- Ky. Equal Rights Association.

Voted that the secretary send a message of love and greet-

ing to Mrs. Eugenia Farmer of St. Paul Minn. Mrs. Farmer was
for many years Secretary of the Ky. E. R. A.

, Report of the Credentials committee was read and accepted.

The election of offiecrs being next on the program the chair

appointed Mrs. Leech of Louisville and Mrs. Agnes Eifort of Ash-
land as tellers.

The first ballot for president resulted in a unanimous vote

for Miss Laura Clay.

It being long past the noon hour the remainder of the

election was postponed until the afternoon session and the con-

vention adjourned until 2 o'clock.
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AFTERNOON SESSION.

Convention resumed at 2 o'clock.

Scriptural reading and prayer by Miss Clay.

Minutes of morning session read, corrected and approved.

The chair appointed Mrs. Thos. Smith, Mrs. John Castle-

man and Mrs. James A. Leech as the committee on amendments
to the constitution.

By consent the reports of the Local associations were receiv-

ed instead of proceeding with the election.

Reports were received from Ashland E. R. A., Campbell Co.

E. R. A., Covington E. R. A., Madison Co. E. R. A. Fayette Co.

E. R| A, Louisville E. R. A., Mead Co. E. R. A., Kenton Co. E.

R. A.

Mrs. Allen of Tennessee and Miss Jessie Ashley Treaurer of

the National Suffrage asociation were introduced to the conven-

tion and expressed their pleasure at being entertained in Ky.

The revision committee desired to present their recommenda-

tions.

Voted that the changes in the constitution be considered se-

riatim.

Recommendation L That an Auditor be added to our state

officers.

Voted that an Auditor be added to our state officers.

Recommendation IL That the State Member of the National

Executive Committee be made an officer of the state asociation.

Voted th^ the State Member of he Naional Execuive Com-
mittee be made an officer of the state association.

Voted that the office of Auditor come directly after the

other officers and before the State Member of the National Ex-

ecutive committee.

Recommendation IIL That beginning with this year (1911)

all officers be elected for a term of two years. The President, Vice

President, Corresponding Secretary and Treasurer be elected on

the even year. The 2nd and 3rd Vice President, Recording Secret-

ary and Auditor on the odd year. No officer shall be eligible for

the same office for two successive terms.
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Voted that the state member of the National Executive com-

mittee be elected on the even year.

Voted that the third recommendation be accepted and the

amendments added to our constitution.

Voted that if any other changes be deemed desirable for the

perfection of the constitution the Executive Committee be ^m-
pow^ered to act.

Voted that wq return to our unfinished business and proceed

v^ith the election of officers.

Mrs. Mary B. Clay v^ho for so many years has served as 1st

Vice President declined to stand for reelection. The convention

deeply deplored her decision and extended her a rising vote of

thanks for the great v^ork she has done as a pioneer in our cause.

Voted that Mrs. Mary B. Clay be made an Honorary Vice

President.

Voted that Mrs. Susan Look Avery also be made an Honor-

ary Vice President.

Moved that no tvs^o officers be elected from the same city.

Motion lost.

The election resulted as follov^s:

President, Miss Laura Clay Lexington

1st Vice-President, Mrs. John Castleman .... Louisville

2nd Vice-President, Mrs. Mary C. Cramer .... Lexington

3rd Vice-President, Mrs. N. S. McLaughlin . . Covington

Corresponding Secretary, Mrs. Mary C. Roark Richmond
Recording Secretary, Mrs. Emma M. Roebuck Newport

Treasurer, Mrs. I. H. Shpeard ..^ a... CovingJ;(^

Auditor, M^s Lu^e^ jfy J}/2Lcj?t ft^/^7>«-*W^«^^«^

Ex. Com. Member, Mrs. Mary E. Giloner .... Covington

Miss Alice Henry was presented to the convention.

Miss Henry is the editor of the Chicago "Life and Labor".

Miss Linda Neville told of the difficulty and final success in

procuring the appointment of a woman physician at state Insane

Asylums.

Report of the Press Superintendent was read and accepted

with a vote of thanks.

Mrs. Patchen of Wisconsin was presented and addressed the

convention.

23



Report of the Auditor was read and accepted.

Voted that the election of delegates to the National Conven-

tion be left to each local association in the proportion of one dele-

gate for each 100 paid up members, the fraction of 100 going to

the Executive committee.

Voted that any association not reporting their delegates one

month before the National convention the executive committee

shall elect a delegate for that place.

Voted that the foUov^ing nominations of the executive com-

mitee be accepted : Mrs. A. M. Harrison chairman on Church

Work, Mrs. Margaret W. Castleman, Press Superintendent, Miss

Laura White, Peace and Arbitration, Mrs. Lucy A. Nield, Indus-

trial problems affecting women and children, Mrs. MaryC.Roark,

Prize Contests, Mrs. Desha Breckenridge Educational Committee.

Miss Laura White gave her report as chairman of the Peace

and Arbitration committee for the past year.

Voted that the decision as to closing of the Treasurer's books

be left to the President and Treasurer.

Voted to adjourn to the evening session when the unfinished

business can be taken up.

EVENING SESSION.

Evening session opened with devotional exercise by Prof.

W. H. Giltner.'

Minutes of the afternoon session read and approved.

Mrs. Charles Firth of Covington sang, most charmingly, a

suffrage song composed by herself.

Miss Alice Stone Blackwell, Editor of the Woman's Journal

of Boston and Mrs. Stewart of Illinois were introduced and ad-

dressed the convention briefly.

Mrs. James Bennett of Richmond read a most interesting

paper on the Borah amendment of the Federal Constitution

which provides for a popular election of Unitted States Senators.

The report of the resolutions committee was read and the re-

solutions with slight amendments were adopted.

The secretary made a plea for free will offerings to be used

for propaganda throughout our state, with the following response.
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Madison Co. E. R. A $100.00

Miss Laura White 10.00

Miss Laura Clay , 10.00

Mrs. Thos. Smith 5.00

Mrs. Mary B. Clay 5.00

Mrs. Mary E. Giltner 5.00

Louisville E. R. A (provisionally) 25.00

Total $160.00

Mrs. Thos Smith extended fraternal greetings from the Feder-

ation of Women's Clubs.

Voted that each local association appoint a committee of one

or more to obtain subscriptions for the Woman's Journal.

Miss Virginia P. Robinson told of the legislative work done

by the Louisville E. R. A.

General Discussion of Legislative Work and of the General

Plan of Work for next year; which it was decided should largely

consist of organization.

Convention adjourned.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.

Executive Committee met Thursday morning Oct. 26.

Voted that the President be empowered to employ Miss

Virginia Robinson and Miss Emma Hast to give slide lectures

within a radius of some miles of Louisville.

Voted that the $100.00 which is in Miss Clay's hands be con-

sidered the donation of Mrs. Susan Look Avery.

Voted that the state association pay Miss Clay's expenses

whenever she is needed to give a lecture in a place where such

expenses cannot be raised.

Voted that nobody be put on the Lecture Bureau except on

vote of the Executive Board and the board will not vote for any

one who is not already an experienced speaker.

Voted that the President have a leaflet printed advertising

our Lecture Bureau.

Voted that Executive Board request Miss Laura White to or-

ganize in Manchester and that the state association pay any ex-

pense appertaining thereto.
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The following appropriations were made

:

Printing of Programs $ 2.50

Printing of Minutes . 35.00

Frankfort Committee 50.00

Stationery for Press Work 10.00

Recording Secretary (postage) 2.00

Treasurer (postage) 2.00

Miss Clay (expenses) 100.00

Printing 20.00

Officers traveling expenses 34.50

Rent of Red Room 15.00

Telegrams .77

Total $271.77

Voted that Mrs. John B. Castleman and Miss Laura White

consult with Mrs. Lucy A. Neild as to her views on lecturing and

organizing for the Kentucky E. R. A.

REPORTS.

Treasurer's Report.

Kentucky E. R. Ass'n. Treasurer's Report for 19IL

To Balance, November 16, 1910. $625.72

Pledges 1910—Miss Clay $10 00

Mrs. Neild 10 00

1911—Mrs. Bennett 5 00

Mrs. M. B. Clay 5 00

Mrs. Castlemann 4 00

Mrs. Giltner 5 00

Miss Laura Clay 5 00

Enrolled Members Miss Laura Clay 5 00

. 49 00

Gift—Programms Mrs. Wiggins 3 00

Dues for Enrolled members

:

Louisville $7 00

Newport 1 20

W. Point 7 35
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Ashland 4 60

Kenton Co 1 00

Ashland 1 80

22 95

Donation for enrolled members Miss L. White . . 4 00

To Annual dues of local E. R. Ass'ns to Ky. E. R. Ass'n.-

Frankfort $ 50

Bowling Green . 3 00

Ashland 10 00

Covington E. R. Ass'n 35 00

Campbell C. . 24 50

Harrodsburg 3 00

Kenton Co 3 50

Lexington 26 25

Louisville 25 00

Richmond 119 00

West Point . 3 50

253 25

$957 92

By Disbursements.

Nov. 16—Rev. Anna Shaw $ 45 00

Nov. 17—Programs 3 00

Traveling Expenses 15 50

Annual dues to N'l SuffrageAss'n 116 00

Expense of Legislative Com 15 22

Postage 6 00

Printing cards 6 75

Printing Leaflets 8 00

To Miss Clay for State Work 100 00

$315 47

To Balance, Oct. 25, 1911 $642 45

$957 92

Isabella Shepard, Treas.

Audited and found correct.

Laura White, Auditor.
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Report of Superintendent of Press Work.

In reviewing the State Press Work which I have been con-

ducting as Press Superintendent of the Ky. Equal Rights Assn.,

I find that my report must refer largely to my efforts in getting

suffrage news items accepted by the Louisville papers. Follow-

ing the plan of my predecessors in office, and that used by other

State Press Chairmen at first proposed to send articles regularly

to the various organs throughout the state, using for this purpose

a list of newspapers furnished by Mrs. Obenchain, former press-

supt. This course of procedure was to some extent abandoned

by me, because of the obviously more important question of the

Louisville press, which had been generally neglectful of suffrage

news. I was strenghened in this viewpoint by the advice of the

State President, Miss Clay, who wrote me suggesting that I con-

fine my attention mostly to the Louisville papers. I estimated

that many of the smaller papers secure items for themselves,

copying frequently from the Louisville papers, and though con-

tinuing to send occasional contributions to them, I made the

Louisville papers the prime object of my press-work. I con-

sidered this eminently important, in view of the National Conven-

tion meeting in Louisville.

Grateful recognition is due the Editor of the Louisville Her-

ald, an avowed suffragist, whose ready and earnest Co-operation

has been of invaluable assistance. The Managing Editor of the

Louisville Times has also been very obliging in according space

to our items. On the whole, the local papers have been very ac-

commodating in regard to our advance news, advertising the Con-

vention. The Ky. Ass'n. is vastly indebted to Miss Reilly the Na-

tional Press Chairman whose efficient and courteous co-operation

has been invaluable to me in my work. Recent developments in

the work encourage me to believe that I may branch out consider-

ably in the coming year.

From a local committee, of which Miss Jennie Flexner was

chairman, I have received helpful co-operation in the last four

weeks.

Margaret W. Castleman, Press Supt. Ky. Equal Rights Ass'n.
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Report of State Member of .National Executive Committee.

The Forty Third Convention of the National American Wo-
man's Suffrage Association convened at Louisville, Kentucky,

October 19th, 1911, in the "Red Room" of the Seelbach Hotel,,

at 8 P. M., with the President, Reverend Anna H. Shaw, in_the

Chair. The Executive Committee was called to order, with re-

commendations from the official Board.

The amendments to the Constitution were taken up and dis-

cussed, some changes being made ; after which the meeting ad-

journed, to meet at De Molay Hall.

Friday morning, October twentieth.

Convention called to order by the President. The Welcome
from Kentucky was delivered by Miss Laura Clay, President of

the Kentucky Equal Rights Association, who, with her face radi-

ant with smiles, extended that hearty welcome as only a true Ken-

tuckian could. The response was made by Mrs. Catherine Waugh
McCulloch, legal Counsel for the Society.

Recommendations were made and reports submitted at morn-

ing session. The Hall was beautifully decorated in yellow, tht

National color, having originated from the fact that Kansas where

civic suffrage was first granted is known as the "Sunflower State."

One of the most notable features of the morning session was
the introduction of Mrs. Ben Hardin Helm, formerly Emily Todd,

a half-sister of the wife of Abra-ham Lincoln. The whole Con-

vention rose. Mrs. Helm spoke briefly to this effect

:

"Since I come of a generation which was not in the habit of

speaking, I simply say that I welcome you sincerely."

Mr. Garwood spoke briefly, with the preface that "the fact

that he was the only masculine delegate gave him some slight

claims to attention."

Miss Clay said in her address :

—
"It is impossible to tell you

the pleasure with which Kentucky greets you. Lucy Stone fifty

years ago, then in her prime and loveliness, visited this State and
the towns along the Ohio, speaking at various points. . . .In 1879,

Susan B. Anthony lectured in Kentucky and left in Richmond an

enduring monument. The Equal Rights Association; and in 1881
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the National Convention was held in Louisville." She also said.

"I see a nobler emblem for Kentucky. Instead of two men
clasping hands, it will be a man and a woman, standing beneath

the slogan of the State; 'United we stand, divided we fall',"

Mrs. McCulloch in her speech said in part : Now we know
definitely that all the things we've heard of Kentucky are true

;

we've met her brave women and handsome Colonels. . .While

we remember the traditions of the past, we live in the present

and it is always a pleasure to know that every time Kentucky

somehow wants something done, it is the women of the Clay fa-

mily they appeal to."

After this Miss Shaw appointed all her committees. Then fol-

lowed the National official reports. Proper aims of the National

Association were discussed and interesting speeches were made
during the entire afternoon session.

Jubilee night for suffragists. The recent successes in Cali-

fornia and Washington celebrated. The enthusiasm of the speak-

ers was unbounded ; the hall so crowded standing-room was at

a premium.

Mrs. Catherine M. Smith, the next speaker, said "Washing-

ton's victory was too long for detailed account, but she believed

success had been due to the appeal to the men for a ''square deal"

She paid a glowing tribute to her California sisters and also to

the prominent leaders of the National organization. The large jol-

ly woman told of feeding the inmates of a soldier's Home on

cherry pies and they all voted for woman suffrage.

Inasmuch as the crowds were so large that the auditorium in

the DeMolay Hall could not hold them, the meeting was next

convened at Macauley's Theatre.

Miss Breckenridge dealt with the working women's interest

in the ballot and set forth reasons why they should be given the

right. She said 'T want the ballot and I want all other women to

have it. To-day there are 5,000.000 wage-earning women in the

United States and of this number over 3,000,000 are unmarried :

and protection can only be secured when women get the ballot."

Miss Mary Johnson, the noted author, charmed her hearers
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with an interesting account of conditions that confront women
not only in this country but in others.

Morning of the twentyfourth.

The most important work of the Convention was done the

day previous. The National officers were elected. Miss Sliaw

was still retained as the National President. There were numer-

ous changes made among he others officers. Kentuckians had

hoped to put in Miss Laura Clay as first Vice-President and there

was naturally some disappointment that this was not done. There

was some little excitement throughout the election. It was a great

surprise when Miss Breckenridge was given the office of second

\'ice President.

Jane Adams was elected first Vice President at the afternoon

session and the remaining National nominees were all elected.

Owing to the fact that the new constitution would not be enforced

until the close of the Convention and this provides for a new
officer, the Editor of the Woman's journal; Miss Clay moved that

the new officers be instructed to elect Miss Alice Stone Blackwell.

The motion was promptly seconded and Miss Blackwell was un-

animously elected. While the votes were being counted letters and

telegrams from all parts of the world to the members of the Con-

vention were read by the Secretary, one coming from Holland, an-

other from the National Union of London. Mrs. Carrie Chapman

Catt, President of the International Woman Suffrage Alliance,

who was then conducting a suffrage meeting in Kimberly, South

Africa, sent an interesting letter describing conditions in Africa

and expressing her sympathy with the meetings in Louisville. The

Convention voted that an immediate reply be sent.

Officers elected

:

Dr. Anna H. Shaw, Moylan, Pa., President.

Jane Adams, Chicago, First Vice President.

Sophronisba Breckenridge, Chicago, 2nd Vice President.

Mary Ware Dennett, New York City, Corresponding Secreta

Susan W. Fitzgerald, Boston Recording Secretary.

Jessie Ashley, New York, Treasurer.
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Belle LaFollette, Wisconsin, Auditor.

Mrs James Leer Laidlaw, Auditor.

Miss Alice Stone Blackwell, Boston, Ed.—Elect of Woman's
Journal.

Mrs. Parkhurst, the English leader, in her last speech at De
Molay Hall, defended their action in hurling stones through

windows and invading the private homes of the Prime Minister

and others in the cause of "Votes for Women."

Dr. Shaw aroused the audience to the wildest enthusiasm by

her closing remarks. "This has been the most interesting con-

vention from the attitude of the public that we have ever held.

Never have we been impressed more with the genuineness of the

welcome than we have been in Louisville. Every courtesy has been

shown us and nothing has been left undone to make us welcome.

It is almost impossible to close this report of one of the

greatest Conventions ever held in many respects—in attendance ;

in enthusiasm; its magnificent speeches; in the delightful social

events ; in celebrating the victory in two great Western states

where men and women stand equal in the matter of franchise

;

and in the twelve thousand dollars raised for future work—of

which w^e will tell you more after our next meeting in New York
in 1912.

Respectfully submitted.

Mary E. Giltner, Member Natinonal Ex. Com.

Reports of Local Associations Ashland E. R. A.

There were 4 meetings beldthis year, with an average at-

tendance of 8. (1 more than 1910)

We have a paid membership of 25 for the state and 65 for

the nat'l.

We have only read and talked but are ready to be counted,

when our State President calls for action.

We are glad that so much good seed will be sown in Ky. by

the National in Louisville.

Greetings to all and cheers for California.

Sarah T. Bagley, Secy.
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CAMPBELL COUNTY EQUAL RIGHTS ASSOCIATION.

The Campbell Equal Rights Association held ten meetings

during the year. We met at the different homes and each host-

ess entertained in her own way.

Our Echo meeting was held at the home of Miss Mary
Wood, who being an invalid was entertained by the different

member's account of the Convention.

Miss Black of Cincinnati gave us a talk on the White-Slave

traffic.

We also gave an entertainment which netted us a nice sum.

W'e have now one hundred and forty (140) enrolled members,

we have lost two members by removal. Mrs. Dowling, our form-

er Vice-President and Miss Anna Strouse, both good workers in

our cause.

Respectfully submitted.

Hannah L. Spring, Sec.

COVINGTON E. R. A.

The Covington Equal Rights Association has had many meet-

ings the past year and they were particularly interesting as just-

ice was the special theme.

The Covington School Board promised our women teachers

a raise of salary, if free water and an increase tax rate could be

obtained. Both were accomplished. The men got a raise. The
women were ignorned the excuse being, they were compelled to

raise the men to keep them and there was no more money.

)ur legislator Mr. Price had told one of our members, who is

his law partners wife, that he would vote for school suffrage. That

was before he went to Frankfort at all. He was written to in

the name of the Club and asked to define his position on this

subject, his reply was "he had voted against it and would do the

same when it came up again. The legislative atmosphere had a

bad effect. Mr. Myers was written to and did not reply.

We gave a lawn fete which was well attended. Mr. Watson
of the Cincinnati Vigilance Committee gave a very plain talk on the

Social evil and the need of w^omen in politics.

Respectfully Submitted.

Nancy S. McLaughlin, Sec'y.
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LOUISVILLE E. R. A.

The Louisville Woman Suffrage Association had enrolled be-

fore the National Convention 225 members. It intends to enroll

within the next few weeks 500 members. The work of the past year

was steady and fundamental as I think has been proved by the

interest shown in the N. A. W. S. A. We spoke last winter frequ-

ently to such small audiences that we felt our work to be wasted.

I believe this Convention is a reassurance that none of it was
lost and this thought is not only a great comfort but an incentive

to renewed efforts for the coming year.

We found that the meetings we arranged for ourselves at the

Libraries were not so successful as the meetings arranged for

by other clubs. If a club gets to the point of asking

for a suffrage speech it considers itself responsible for an audi-

ence and will do all the work of securing it.

But the main work of the Association began in the spring

with the preparation for the N. A. W. S. A. Convention. Our board

met and deliberated for several days until it finally decided up-

on a Committee to carry out the plans. Almost without excep-

tion the persons chosen accepted and the committee has been

changed only by additions as new work came up. The first Com-
mittee to begin work was the Finance Committee. Mrs. John T.

Castleman, who secured the hall from the Publicity League and

raised funds to cover the expenses of the Convention work and

we owe a double debt of gratitude to Mrs. Castleman not only

for this work but because it was through her that the invitation

was extended to the National to meet in Louisville. The interest

of the public in this Convention was unprecedented and unhoped
for, but I feel that great as has been our success arousing interes

in the indifferent and making new converts. There is another less

evident but no less helpful result of this meeting, the splendid Spi-

rit of co-operation and service to a common cause deepened in all

of us who have worked for this Convention by the work we have

done together.

Virginia P. Robinson, President.
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MADISON CO. E. R. A.

The Madison County Association has done more work this

year than usual.

The Elks offered us the use of their Hall, free of charge, and

we have used it for all of our meetings this year, thinking it better

for this purpose than any private home could be. We appointed

three ladies to supply suffrage news to our three Richmond
papers,and in this way we have had quantities of suffrage news
printed and disseminated without any expense to our Associa-

tion. We provided seven ladies with books containing the names
X)f all our members, and requested them to take different streets in

our city, and go to every house, to get new members to collect free

will offerings of money for our suffrage work and to distribute

literature. These ladies were kindly received at every home to

which they went, and got many new members and much money.

We have obtained eight newsubscribers to he Woman's Jour-

nal.

We have bought some literature from our National Head-
quarters.

We have given ten dollars as a prize for the best speech in favor

of Woman Suffrage by the students of the Kentucky Normal
School in Richmond. We have contributed fifty (50) dollars to-

ward the expenses of the National Convention in Louisville.

We have given $110.00 to Suffrage expenses in California.

And we have paid $119.00 for the membership dues (340 mem-
bers to our State and National Associations.

Our Madison County President, Mrs. James Bennett, had a

memorial presented to Congress by Senator Bradly and Represent-

ative Harvey Helm of Kentucky, in which she asked our Con-

gressmen to protect women equally with men in voting for United

States Senators in the proposed Amendment of our Federal Con-

stiution for a popular election of United States Senators.

Mrs. Bennett wrote a letter to every member of Congress

about this matter and enclosed him a copy of her memorial. And
she received answers from 45 of our Congressmen, saying that

they would give the matter their careful consideration.

Ellen Gibson, Secretary.
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The Resolutions Of The Kentucky Equal Rights Association. . .

I. That we tender our most grateful appreciation to our dis-

tinguished guests who have addressed our Convention :

—

Miss Alice Stone Blackwell.

Miss Yates, Rhode Island.

Mrs. Somerville of Mississippi.

Miss Gordon of Louisiana.

Mrs. Greenway of Mississippi.

Mrs. Moranhoff of Mississippi.

Mrs. Ringrose of Califoruiia.

Miss Mary Helm of Louisville.

Miss Patching of Wisconsin.

Mrs. Laddie of New Jersey.

Mrs. Henry of Chicago.

Mrs. Stewart of Illinois.

II. That we thank the friends for the flowers that have made
the hall so attractive for the Convention.

III. That this Convention tender our appreciation to the

Louisville Herald and the Lexington Herald for their splendid re-

cent editorials, and our thanks bs. given to other papers for their

support and kind notices of the Convention.

IV. That the Equal Rights Association express to the State

Board of Control of Charitable Institutions, rejoicing at the fact

that at each hospital for the insane there is a woman on the staff

of physicians
;
furthermore, to offer to that Board sympathetic in-

terest in the welfare of the institutions under its control.

V. WHEREAS, this Convention fully realizing the value

of the meeting of the National Association in Louisville, to the

Suffrage cause of our State.

BE IT RESOLVED, that since we are indebted to our dis-

tinguished State President for the privilege of inviting to our

State the National Convention, we hereby express to her our

thanks and appreciation.

VI. RESOLVED, that the Kentucky Suffrage Association

in Covention, do hereby recommend the establishment of a Na-

tional Park to include the Mammoth Cave and the adjacent lands

in the fork of Green and Nolin Rivers, as above described, and res-

l)ectfiilly urge upon our Representatives in the Federal Congress
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promptly passing an act, providing for said Mammoth Cav Na-

tional Park, and making the proper appropriation therefor.

RESOLVED FURTHER, that a committee of five, one of

whom shall be the President of this Convention, be appointed

by this Assembly to make effective this recommendation and re-

solution by appearing before the Committee to which this Bill is

referred, or by such other means as the Committee in its wisdom

sees fit.

Respectfully submitted,

Mrs. James Mitchell.

Bowling Green, Chairman

Mrs. Agnes Eifort,

Mrs. Thomas J. Smith.

Constitution and By-Laws of the Kentucky Equal Rights As-

sociation

MOTTO:
"If ye abide in my word, ye shall know the truth, and the

truth shall make you free."

CONSTITUTION.

ARTICLE 1—NAME.
This Association shall be known as "The Kenucky Equal

Rights Association," auxiliary to the National American Woman
Suffrage Association.

ARTICLE II—OBJECT.
Its object shall be to advance the industrial, educational ond

legal rights of women, and to secure suffrage to them by appropri-

ate State and National legislation.

ARTICLE III.—MEMBERSHIP.
Any local organization maybecome auxiliary to the State

Equal Rights Association by endorsing the Constituion and pay-

ing dues to the State Treasurer. Any state organization for other

objects, who endorse woman's suffrage, may become auxiliary, by

the payment of one dollar annually to the State Treasurer. Any
person may become a membe: of this Association by endorsing

the Constituion and paying dues to the State Treasurer. No dis-

tinction on account of sex shall be made in membership or eli-

gibility to office in this Association.
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ARTICLE IV—FINANCE.
Each local association shall pay annually to the State Trea-

surer, the amount of thirty-five cents per member of each auxili-

ary ; 10 cents of which shall go to the National-American Woman
Suffrage Association. Each member of the State Equal Associa-

tion, not a member of an auxiliary local association, shall pay an-

ually to the State Treasurer the amount of one dollar.

ARTICLE V--GENERAL OFFICERS.

The General Officers shall b a President, three Vice-Presi-

ents, a Corresponding Secretary a Recording Secretary a Trea-

surer an Auditor and the State Member of the National Execu-

tive Committee. These General Officers shall constitute an Ex-

ecutive Committee to provide for and control the general interest

of work, of whom three shall constitute a quorum when assembled,

or a majority may act by correspondence in response to a circular

letter addressed to every member of the Executive Committee, not

less than ten days before hand by the President.

ARTICLE VI—ANNUAL MEETING.
The Annual Meeting shall be composed of the Executive

Committee, the State Superintendent of Press Work, ^Jr^-^St^fr^

^ll1rf3rffe!V--a>atKthr^~'^^ Com-
mittee^ one delegate at large and one delegate for every ten paid

up members, for the current year, from each auxiliary suffrage as-

sociation, and one delegate from each auxiliary state association.

The time and place of the Annual Meeting shall be chosen by the

Executive Committee, and at this Annual Meeting the general of-

ficers and delegates to the National American Woman Suffrage As-

sociation Convention shall be elected.

Directors of the Corporation of the Kentucky Equal Rights As-

sociation, and shall hold the same positions respectively as in the

Executive Committee of the State Association.

ARTICLE VII—AMENDMENTS.
This Constituion may be alttered or amended by a two-thirds

vote of the members presen ot any Annual Meeting.
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BY-LAWS.

ARTICLE I—DUTIESOF OFFICERS.

Section 1. President—The President may call special meet-

ings of the Executive Committee, when he or she may deem it

necessary or in response to the written request of any three mefli-

bers of the Executive Committee, and shall perform other duties

usual to such officer.

Section 2. Corresponding Secretary—It shall be the duty of

the Corresponding Secretary to conduct the correspondence ; to

send to each local auxiliary at least one month before the Annual

Meeting a blank for their report for the current year. She shall

then collate from such reports her own annual report.

Section 3. Recording Secretary—The Recording Secretary

shall also be Secretary of the Executive Committee. He or she

shall attend all meetings of the Association and of the Executive

Committee, and keep correct record of their proceedings, and shall

apprise members of committee of their appointments. At the first

session of each Annual Meeting she shall read the minutes of all

sessions of the Executive Committee, since the last Annual Meet-

ing in their proper order, for the information of the Annual Meet-

ing, and shall perform such duties usually pertaining to such office.

Section 4. Treasurer—It shall be the duty of the Treasurer

to keep accurate account of all receipts and disbursements of

money, and present a detailed report thereof to each Annual Meet-

ing. He or she pay no bills except on an order signed by the

President and Recording Secretary. The fiscal year shall term-

inate January 1st.

ARTICLE II—PLAN OF WORK.
»To forward the objects of this Association the following lines

of work are adopted and their efficient prosecution shall be provid-

ed for by the Annual Meeting of the Executive Committee :

1st, Distribution of Literature, 2nd, Press Work, 3rd, Legislative

& Petition Work.
Any other lines of work consistent with the aims of this As-

sociation may be taken up when recommended by the Executive

Committee and approved by the Annual Meeting.

The Executive Committee shall constitute, ex-officio, a Lec-
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ture Bureau, and shall from time arrange such lecture tours for

public speakers as ways and means shall seem to justify.

An Advisory Committee of men anw women shall be appoint-

ed, consisting of one member from each State Senatorial District,

or, where possible, one from each State Representative District,

with, whom the officers of the Association may consult in regard

to the interests of the work in their respective districts.

ARTICLE III—VOTING.
Each Local Association may cast the full vote to which it is

entitled as* set forth in Article VI of the Constitution. General

Officers, Superintendent of Press Work ^^t«^^ifts-Gferi?i1ln and the

&!ieci^.^^leiXikQ^p^Gkih^-^^ Committee must vote in

person and their vote can not be cast otherwise. Local delegates

present may cast, pro rata the vote of absentees.

ARTICLE IV— ELECTION OF OFFICERS.
Section 1. The officers shall be elected on the morning of the

last day of the Annual Meeting, and in the following manner

:

Tellers having been appointed by the meeting, and informal bal-

lot shall be cast for each office separately, and the members of

the Convention shall then proceed to vote by ballot for the person

nominated, or the informal ballot may be made the formal by

vote of the meeting.

Section 2. The Press Superintendent, Advisory Committee

and Siat€J.iiist#maiEii shall be nominated by the Executive Commit-

tee and elected by the Annual Meeting. Their election and that

of the Sliart^^Mom^ef^d^^fiBe-'iil'^^ Committee5and

the Delegates to the National Convention, shall be by acclamation,

unless otherwise ordered.

Section 3. The Executive Committee may fill any vacancies

occurring in the interim of the Annual Meeting.

Section 4. All officers shall be elected for a term of two

years. The President, 1st Vice President, Corresponding Sec-

retary, Treasurer and State Member of the National Executive

Committee be elected on the even year, the 2nd Vice President,

3rd Vice President, Recording Secretary and Auditor on the odd

year.

No officer shall be. eligible for the same office for two suc-

cessive terms
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ARTICLE V—COMMITTEES.
Section 1. The following- committees shall be appointed on

the first morning of the Annual Meeting: On Crdentials, on
Publications, on Auditing, on Resolutions and on Courtesies.

Section 2. The Executive Committee, Press Superintendent

and S4:^tS''ito±apitrtiu shall meet in joint session previous to the

Annual Meeting, to prepare a plan of work to be submitted to the

said Annual Meeting, and shall hold another meeting at the close

of these to complete arrangements for the ensuing year's work.

Section 3. The Executive Committee shall be the Business

Committee of the Annual Meeting.

ARTICLE VI—DUTIES OF COMMITTEES.
On Credentials.

Section L The Committee on Credentials shall consist of two
or more, of whom the Corresponding Secretary shall be Chairman.

They shall receive and examine credentials of delegates, and app-

rove such as are signed by the by the President or Secretary of

Local Associations represented ; shall report to the Convention,

setting forth the whole number of delegates present, and in the fol-

lowing order

:

1. General Officers.

2. Superintendent of Press Work, §t•3?te''^^i^%t5?kt^-arftd''S^

3. Delegates from Local Associations.

On Publications.

Section 2. Th Committee on Publications shall consist of

two or more shall solict subscriptions for SufTrage Papers, shall

provide for the publication of the minutes and all other papers

ordered to be published by the Convention. The Recording Sec-

retary shall be Chairman of thisCommittee.

On Resolutions.

Section 3. The Committee on Resolution shall consist of three

and shall perform the duties usual to such committee.

On Courtesies.

Section 4. The Committee on Courtesies shall have charge

of all introductions to the Convention.
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ARTICLE VII.

All documents and announcements from General Officers shall

be sent to each Local Auxiliary.

ARTICLE VIII.

The expenses of the General Officers and the Press Superin-

tendent, in traveling to and from the Convention, also postage

and stationery shall be paid from the state Treasury.

ARTICLE IX.

Book of Reference.

Roberts' Rules of Order are adopted as a Book of Reference

on points of Parliamentary Laws.

ARTICLE X.

These By- Laws may be amended by a two-thirds vote of the

members present at any Annual Meeting.
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Twenty-Third Annual Convention

KENTUCKY EQUAL RIGHTS ASSOCIATION

Held at Lexington, Kentucky.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 24th

9:00 a. m.

Plan oi' Work Committee.

10:00 a. m-
Convention Opens,

Devotional Exercises.

Report oi' Executive Committee.

Reports of General Officers: President, Miss Laura Clay; First
Vice-President, Mrs. John C. Castleman; Second Vice-President, Mrs.
Mary C. Cramer; Third Vice-President, Mrs. N. S. McLaughlin; Cor-
responding Secretary, Mrs. Mary C. Roark; Recording Secretary, Mrs.
Emma M. Roebuck; Treasurer, Mrs. Isabella H. Shepard; Auditor, Mrs.
Lucy A. Nield; N. A. W. S. A. Executive Com. Member, Mrs. Mary E.

Giltner.

Appointment of Committees—On Credentials; Courtesies; Resolu-
tions; Subscriptions to Woman's Journal.

Report of Chairman of Committee on Church Work—Mrs. A. M.
Harrison.

Reports of Local Branches.

Reports of Plan of Work Committee. Discussion.

" Report of Committee on Credentials.

Report of Member of National Executive Committee. y

Noon Hour.

2:00 p. m.
Devotional Exercises.

Minutes of Morning Session.

Report of Legislative Committee.

Press Work—Mrs. Margaret W. Castleman.

Peace and Arbitration—Miss Laura R. White.

Industrial Problems Affecting Women and Children—Mrs. Lucy A.
Nield.

Some Results of Woman Suffrage in California—Mrs. Thomas J.

Smith.

Address, "Organization"—Mrs. Murray Hubbard.

Suggestions from N. A. W. S. A". Discussion.
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Thursday Evening,

8:00 p. m.

Invocation.

Annual Address of President—Miss Laura Clay.

Some Objections Considered—Mrs. Ella S. Stewart, of Chicago.

Friday Morning.

9:00 a. m.

Plan of Work Committee.

10:00 a. m.

Devotional Exercised.

Minutes of Previous Meetings.

FRIDAl, OCTOBEE 25th

Final Report of Credentials Committee.

Appointment of Tellers.

Election of President, First Vice-President, Corresponding Secretary,
Treasurer,.Member of Executive Committee N. A. W. S. A.

Election of Officers of the Corporation of the Kentucky Equal Rights
Association.

Election of Delegates to the N. A. W. S. A. Convention in Phila-
delphia.

Auditor's Report.

Discussion of Plan Work.

Friday Afternoon.

2:00 p. m.

Devotional Exercises.

Minutes.

Election of Chairmen of Committees.

Miscellaneous Business.

3:15 p. m.

Address to Woman's Club of Central Kentucky and the Convention:
"The Modern Basis of the Demand for Equal Suffrage"—Mrs. Ella S.

Stewart, of Chicago.

Resolutions.

Friday Evening".

8:00 p. m.

Invocation.

Address: "The Meaning of the. Woman's Movement"—Mrs. Ella S.

Stewart, of Chicago.
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PLAIV OF WORK COMMITTEE.

The Executive Committee and the Plan of Work Committee met
Thursday morning, October 24, at 9 o'clock, and proposed the fol-
lowing Plan of Work:

That we recommend that the convention appropriate three hun-
dred dollars for a stenographer for the president.

That the headquarters shall, as far as possible, lay out routes for

the speakers of the Lecture Bureau for the Kentucky Equal Rights

Association.

That we make it our principal aim to obtain the submission of ^'

constitutional amendment from the General Assembly of 1914, grant-

ing full suffrage to all women of Kentucky.

Committee rose.

THURSDAY MORNING, Oct., 24th.

The convention was called to order at 10 o'clock and opened with

Scriptural reading and prayer by the president.

Voted that the program be followed as the order of business.

Secretary gave a report of Executive Committee which was ac-

cepted.

REPORTS OF GENERAL OFFICERS.

The president told of the work done in the campaign states of

Ohio and Kansas, where she spent several months in the spring
and fall. She said in part: "The vicious interests are the ones really

opposed to woman's suffrage. The anti-suffrage women do us little

or no harm. Many who go to hear an anti-suffragist spealc come
away converted to woman suffrage. I believe we are now on the 'home
stretch' for full suffrage."

The first vice president was not present.

The second vice-president reported good work done for school suf-

frage in Lexington.

The third vice-president related how the women of Covington com-
batted the outrageous stories told of the women who registered several

years ago, by Mr. Harry Myers, one of their legislators.

The corresponding secretary war. not present.

The recording secretary reported much interest in school suffrage
in Newport.

The treasurer, Mrs. Isabella H. Shepard, having removed to Texas,
acting treasurer, Mrs. Emma Roebuck, read the financial report and
the books were placed in the hands of the Auditor.

The auditor, Mrs. Lucy A. Nield, not being present. Miss Laura
R. White was appointed auditor pro-tem.

Committees appointed by the chair were:

Credentials—Mrs. Emma Roebuck, Mrs. Warfleld C. Bennett.
Courtesies—Miss Linda Neville, Mrs. Edith Cox.

Resolutions—Mrs. Charles Firth, Mrs. W. T. Lafferty, Mrs. James
Bennett.

Publications—Mrs. Emma Roebuck, Miss Lucy Shelby, Mrs. Howard

(5)



Gratz. Miss Shelby was asked to give particular attention to securing
subscriptions to the Woman's Journal.

The local associations reporting good work done in ' their localities

were: Ashland E. R. A.; Campbell County E. R. A.; Covington E. R. A.;
Harrodsburg E. R. A.

;
Fayette E. R. A. ; Louisville E. R. A. ; Madison

E. R. A.; Franklin County E. R. A.; Oldham County E. R. A.; West
Point E. R. A.

Mrs. James A. Leach, of Louisville, told several amusing and pa-
thetic experiences of women while canvassing for school suffrage in
her city.

A very cordial invitation was given by the Fayette Equal Rights
Association to the delegates to luncheon and supper during the con-
vention. These meals were served at Mrs. Kimbrough':; next door
to the convention hall, so that the delegates enjoyd a social hour and
rest between the session.

Adjourned.

THURSDAY AFTERS OOIf.

Opened with devotional exercises by Mrs. James Leech, of Louis-
ville. Mrs. Ella S. Stewart, of Chicago, president of the Illinois Suffrage
Association, was introduced to the convention, and the courtesies of
the floor were extended to her.

Minutes of the morning session were read and approved.

Reports of locals continued:

Mrs. James Bennett read a most satisfactory report from the Mad-
ison E. R. A.

Secretary read reports from Pewee Valley, Oldham county, and
from the West Point E. R. A.

Secretary read the proposed Plan of Work.
Voted that the several items of the Plan of Work be considered

seriatim.

Item that we appropriate $300.00 for the employment of a stenog-

rapher for the president, carried.

Item that headquarters shall, as far as possible, lay out routes for

the speakers of the Kentucky E. R. A. Lecture Bureau, carried.

Item that we make it our principal aim to obtain the submission
of the Constitutional Amendment from the General Assembly of 1914,

carried.

Mrs. James Leech told of the offer of Judge Frank Peak, of Louis-

ville, to do any specific work for suffrage in his power.

Mrs. A. M. Harrison, Chairman of Committee on Church Work, said

in her report that it was impossible to forward any movement in the

churches without referring to the advantage of woman's suffrage.

Mrs. Mary A. Giftner, Member of National Executive Committee,
read a full report of the Forty-third National Convention, held in Louis-
ville in 1911. (This is printed in State minutes of 1911.)

Mrs. Desha Breckinridge gave a most interesting account of work
done by the Legislative Committee of the Kentucky Fedration of Wom-
an's Clubs in th interest of school suffrage.

Mrs. Margaret W. Castleman, Superintendent of Press Work, was
not present to report, but Mrs. James Leech said that never before was
suffrage news so voluntarily published in the Louisville paprs.
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Miss Laura R. White, Chairman of Committee on Peace and
Arbitration, reported on the progress of the peace movement. Miss
White having mentioned that there was some disposition to drop this

Department in the National Association, it wan voted by the conven-
tion that the National Association be requested by the Kentucky E. R. A.

to maintain the Department of Peace.

Mrs. Thomas J. Smith, president of the State Federation of Wom-
an's Clubs, read a paper on "Some Results of Woman's Suffrage in

California," in which the results were shown to go far to prove its

efficacy for the general good.

Committee on Credentials presented a partial report, which ^as
accepted.

Mrs. Murray Hubbard being ill, her very able paper on Organiza-
tion was read by Mrs. Charles Firth.

Adjourned.

THURSDAY EVENOG.
Invocation voiced by Prof. W. S. Giltner.

Annual Address of the President Miss Laura Clay.
Some Objections Considered Mrs. Ella S. Stewart, of Chicago.

FRIDAY MORNING, OCTOBER 25TH.

Convention opened at 10 o'clock with scripture reading and prayer
by the president.

Minutes of Thursday afternoon read, corrected and approved.

The chair appointed Mrs. T. .1. Smith and Mrs. James Leech to
write to Judge Frank Peak, thanking him for his offer of assistance.

Report from the Bowling Green E. R. A., read and accepted.

Mrs. T. J. Smith gave a verbal report of work done for the suffrage
cause at Frankfort.

Final report of the Committee on Credentials was read and ac-
cepted.

Miss Madge E. Nave, 307 Kentucky Title Building, Louisville, who is

serving as assistant State Labor Inspector, was introduced and ad-

dressed the convention. She told of the excellent new Labor Law regu-
lating the hours of work and requiring appliances for the convenience
of working women.

The election for the ensuing year of the five officers whose term
of office constitutionally expired being the next order of business, the
chair appointed Mrs. Mary C. Cramer, and Mrs. N. S. McLaughlin as
counting tellers, and Miss Emma Hast and Mrs. T. J. Smith as dis-

tributing tellers.

Pending the counting of the votes Mrs. Amanda T. Million, the

first woman who ever held the office of County Superintendent of

Schools in Kentucky, was introduced and addressed the convention. She
told very interestingly of her many trials and final success in that

position.

The election resulted as follows:

President—Mrs. Desha Breckinridge, Lexington.
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*First Vice-President

—

Mrc. Mason Maury, Louisville.

Corresponding Secretary—Miss Laura Clay, Lexington.

Treasurer—Mrt. Warfield C. Bennett, Richmond.

xNational Executive Committee Member^—Mrs. John Little Louis-

ville.

Voted that a letter of affectionate remembrance be sent to Mrs.
Isabella H. Shepard, who so faithfully server as treasurer for many
years.

Before the election of the officers of the Corporation of the Kentucky-
Equal Rightu Association, it wan voted to amend the constitution, Article

VI, after the words "the end of every terms of three years" by adding
the words "and the hold-over officers mentioned in the articles of

incorporation."

Mrs. Desha Breckinridge, and the other officers of the Kentucky
Equal Rights Association, except the auitor and the member of the
National Executive Committee, who are not included in the Articles
of Incorporation, were then elected the officers of the Corporation of
the Kentucky Equal Rights Association.

It was voted that the chair appoint a committee, with the Cor-
responding secretary as chairman, to suggest changes in the consti-
tution which seem necessary, especially to bring the constitution into
harmony with the articles of incoropration ; and to prepare the report
to present at the next annual convention. The chair appointed Mrs.
James A. Leech and Miss Laura R. White to act on this Committee
of Revision.

The delegates to the National Convention to be held in Philadel
phi were elected as follows:

Mrs. N. S. McLaughlin, Mrs. Harry Hanger, Mrz. Thompson Bur-
nam, Mrs. Warfield C. Bennett, Misj Mary Neville, Mrs. Mary C.
Cantrill, Mrs. Mary C. Cramer, Mrs. Emil Tachau, Mrs. Mary E. Gilt-
ner, Mrs. Jam.es A. Leech, Mis^i Emma Hast, Mrs. E. L. Hutchinson,
Mrs. Mason Maury, Miss Laura R. White, Mrs. Mary C. Garth, Mrs.
Charles Firth.

Alternates—Mrs. Murray Hubbard, Mrs. Lee Bernheim Prof W S
Giltner, Mrs. F. C. Thomas, Mrs. Charles A. Nield, Mrs. Sarah Charl-s
Mrs. C. M. Freeman, Mrs. Agnes Eifort, Miss Daisy Willis, Miss Carolyn
Leech, Miss Willie Kennedy, Mrs. Samuel Roberts, Miss Mary Mason
Brown, Miss Margaret Brown, Mrs. C. H. Berryman.

Voted that the first alternate fill the first vacancy, the second
alternate the second vacancy, and so on.

Voted that if when the delegates arrive in Philadelphia there
should be a vacancy, the delegates present there be empowered to fill

that vacancy from any member of the Kentucky E. R. A., there
present.

The retiring president, Miss Laura Clay, was then called upon for a

speech. Miss Clay thanked the convention for its courtesy to her in

electing her to the office of corresponding secretary, and for the con-

*On resignation of Mrs. Maury, Mrs. E. L. Hutchinson was appointed by the

Board.

xOn declination of Mrs. Little, Miss Belle H. Bennett was appointed.
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fidence that courtesy showed. She took occasion to speak of the new
president, Mrs. Desha Breckinridge, who was not present at the elec-

which had been constantly shown to her during the twenty-four years
of her presidency. During that time the association had grown from
less than eighty members at its organization to about two thousand at

the present propitious time. She reminded the convention that one
person could not make an association, but that one person, such an
ardent suffragist as the able new president was, backed by the Ken-
tucky Equal Rights Association, could do wonders.

Adjourned.
FRIDAY AFTER:N^00N.

Scripture reading and prayer by Mrs. T. J. Smith.
Minutes of the morning session read and approved.
Report of acting auditor was read: "I have examined the books

and And them correct, with a balance o:.' $1,206.13."
(Signed) LAURA R. WHITE, Acting Audtior.

Report accepted.
Voted that the chairmen of the various committees be appointed

by the Executive Committee.

Voted that the constitution be so amended ar, to make chairmen
of all committees members of the convention.

Voted that the words "State Historian" be stricken out of the con-
stitution, and the olfice dropped.

Moved that the convention adopt as a badge a medal or button bear -

ing the motto "In Unity Invincible." Motion lost.

The secretary asked for free will offerings and the following pledges
were made:

Miss Laura Clay $10.00

Miss Laura R. V/hite $10.00

Mrs. Mary B. Clay $ 5.00

Mrs. M. C. Cantrill $ 5.00

Mrs. James Bennett $ 5.00

Mrs. Mary E. Giltner $ 5.00

Miss Emma Hast $ 5.00

Mrs. T. J. Smith $ 5.00

(Note by Miss Laura Clay. In the summer of 1912, Mrs. S. M. Hub-
bard, of Hickman, Ky., apprised Miss Clay that she intended soon to

give the Kentucky Equal Rights Association one thousand dollars. She
said she wished the principal to be invested until such time as a
constitutional am.endment or some other m^easure granting full suffrage

to Kentucky women should be pending, when the officers of the Ken-
tucky Equal Rights Association might use principal and interest in the

campaign. In the meanwhile the interest should be used for current
expenses of the association. A short time after the close of the con-
vention Miss Clay received the $1,000 from Mrs. Hubbard, and placed
it to the credit of the Kentucky Equal Rights Association in the Savings
Department of the Lexington Trust Company.)

After the pledges of free will offerings the convention took a recess;
and as the guest of the Woman's Club of Central Kentucky, whose regu-
lar meeting was in the ^ Arts Club at this hour, heard a brilliant dis-
course from Mrs. Ella S. Stewart, on "The Modern Basis of the Demand
for Equal Suffrage."

The convention resumed business after the address.

The Resolutions Committee made its report and the resolutions were
adopted.
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The convention instructed the secretary to send the following mes-

sages of sympathy:
Resolved, That in the death of Mrs. Mary B. Trimble the asso-

ciation loses one of its pioneer and most valuable members, and that

the secretary send a letter of deepest sympathy to her family.

Resolved, That the secretary write a letter of condolence to Mrs.

Eugenia B. Farmer on the death of her husband, and of affectionate

remembrance from the convention.

The Twenty-third Annual Convention of the Kentucky E. R. A., then

adjourned.

FBIDAY EVENING.
Invocation Proi. W. S. Giltner.

Address—"The Meaning of the Woman't! Movement.—Mrs. Ell?. S.

Stewart.
Closing Executive Committee meeting was held Saturday morning,

October 26, 1912, at the residence of Mrs. Kimbrough.
President, Mrs. Desha Breckinridge, in the chair.

Chairmen of standing committees, as voted by the convention, were
appointed as follows:

Educational Committee Mrs. H. R. Whitesides, Louisville.

Peace and Arbitration Miss Laura R. White, Louisville.

Church Work Mrs. A. M. Harrison, Elm Tree Lane, Lexington.
Voted that the appointment of Press Superintendent, Chairman of

Prize Contest Committee, Chairman of Industrial Problems Committee,
and Advisory Board be left to the president.

Appropriations for expenses were made as follows:
For Press Work and other office expenses $150.00

Expenses for officers:

Board to Mrs. Kimbrough $ 12.65
Traveling Expenses 14.50
For three lectures and board for Mrs. Ella Stewart $ 55.40
For printing minutes $ 25.00
Printing cards and leaflets $ 12,00
Prize Contests $100.00

Stationery—Left open.
Programs

I 3 50
Stenographic work on minutes of 1911 $ lO.OO
Telegrams and Telephone

. . . 2.25
Postage for Recording Secretary $ gioa
Postage for Corresponding Secretary '

$ g'.OO
Postage for Treasurer 4 00

Committee rose.
'

REPORTS.
Treasurer's Report.

Kentucky Equal Rights Association. Treasurer's Report for 1911-

1912.
RECEIPTS.

1911.

Oct. 19.—To balance as certified by Auditor

Pledges, Louisville

Mrs. M. E. Giltner

Additional dues from Louisville .

.

Postage returned by Treasurer

$ 676.4!>

(-10)

$ 642.45-

$ 25.00

$ 5.00

$ 2.00

$ 2.00

$ 34.00



1912.

Oct. 10.—To cash balance to Mrs. Roebuck, Treas. pro-

Oct. 19.—Local Dues.
Ashland $ 6.00

Bowling Green $ 4.00

Campbell County $ 14.70

Covington $ 35.00

Harrodsburg $ 3.50 ^
Lexington $ 77.50

Louisville $ 35.00

Richmond % 87.50

West Point $ 6.10

Total $269.30

Oct. 23.—To National dues, by Miss Clay $ 50.00

To National dues, by Mrs. James Bennett.... $ 35.00

Madison County Free Will Offering $ 100.00

Mrs. Susan Cook Avery, by Miss Clay $ 100.00
Mrs. S. M. Hubbard, by Miss Clay $ 100.00
Mrs. Lida C. Obenchain, by Miss Clay $ 20.00

Miss Laura R. White $ 10.00
Returned expense money—Miss Clay $ 88.00
Delayed dues from Frankfort $ .50

$1328.03

DISBURSEMENTS.
1911.

Oct. 26.—Traveling expenses of officers $ 34.50

Printing , $ 4.25

Postage for Secretary and Treasurer $ 6.00

Oct. 25.—Telegrams

.$

.77

Oct. 26.—Additional expenses $ 1.50

National Dues from Ky. E. R. A $ 74.20

$ 121.22
Balance Sept., 1 $ 555.23

% 676o45
1912.

Oct. 20.—By Printing Reports $ 36.90

National dues, by Miss Clay $ 50.00

National dues, by Mrs. James Bennett $ 35.00

Total $ 121.90

By balance $1206.13

$1328.03

AUDITOR'S REPORT, OCT. 25- 1912.

I have examined the books and find them correct with a balance

of $1,206.13.
LAURA R. WHITE,

Acting" Auditor.
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BEPORT OF STATE MEMBER OF JfATIOlNAL EXECUTIVE
COMMITTEE.

Report of the Louisville Convention, 1911, was printed in the minutes
o:: 1912.

Representatives o:! the Ky. E. R. A., who attended the Philadelphia
Convention oi 1912 were as follows :Misa Mary Neville; Mrs. Charles
Firth; Mrs. Mary E. Giltner; Mrs. Mary C. Cramer; Mrs. Mary C. Can-
trill; Misa Lido Faut; Mrs. Emil Tachau; Mrs. N. S. McLaughlin; Misn
Emma Hast; Mrs. Jamec) A. Leech; Miss Laura Clay.

REPORTS OF LOCAL ASSOCIATIONS

Ashland E. R. A.

The Ashland Equal Rights Association hao held si?: meetings since
the last convention. The Ohio meeting was the first. Mrs. J. B.
Eifort, our representative, gave an interesting account o.: the National
and State convention.

Have 15 members enrolled and 40 enrolled members, 55 in all. We
sent six dollars dues th^s year through our (acting) state treasurer, Mrs.
E. M. Roebuck. We are glad it is as much as it is. Have spread litera-

ture and are wearing Votes for Women. Take seven copies oi' the
Woman's Journal. Two of our members moved to other states this year.

Hope this may prove the best convention. Greeting to all.

(MRS.) W. H. BAGLEY, Secretary

Bowlini; Greeiij Warren Co. E, R. A,

Our Association numbers 128 and many Oi! the cards given out to the
W. C. T. v., last year have never been collected. They were signed, and
i:i' collected and placed in the hands oi' the President would substantially

increase the membership.
We had very few meetings during the past year, but we placed a

copy OjI the Woman's Journal in the reading room, of the Y. M. C. A., got
three new subscribers for the Journal, supplied literature foi- four
suffrage debatet;, distributed literature and had a lecture from. Mis;j Clay

There i:; no vacancy in our School Board at present and only 70

women registered, as they reasoned that it was uselesr; to register until

they had an opportunity to vote. This opportunity will come next year
and wc hope to make a good showing.

Our most mortifying failure is oui' failure to get members who are
willing to pay dues,, but we try to atone for this by sending all the money
to the state treasury.

LIDA CALVERT OBENCHAIN,
President Bowling* Green E. R. A.

Clark Co. Equal Rig"lits Association,

The following ladie;i are officers oj! the Clark Co. E. R. A.

:

Mrs. J. G. Johns, President;
Mrs. H. C. Thompson, Firs-; Vice-president.
Mrs. H. H. Phillips, Second Vice-president.

Mrs. J. W. Poynter, Third Vice-president.
Mrs. J. T. Beckner, Treasurer.
Mis.'i Susan W. Buckner, Secretary.
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Campbell County Equal Rig^hts Association.

During the past year our Association held ten meeting;) and. had a
regular plan ol' work. We studied the Legal Status of Women in other
countries; also current eventn were discussed.

Wo distributed a great deal oil literature—had it delivered directly

to the lady ol' the house. After trying for three yearr; wo succeeded in

getting "Peace Day" observed in the public schools. One hour was set

aside on May 18th in every school room by order ot Mr. Hammond, Sup-
erintendent. Wo gained some new members, but lost two by death

—

Mrs. William, H, McCormick and Mr. Charles Smith. We have 142 en-
rolled members. ^

There are only 508 women registered, but we are happy to say that
it was the more intelligent element that did so.

Respectfully,
HANNAH L. SPRING,

Secretary.

Coviug-ton Equal Rig-hto Association.

The Covington Equal Rights Association meets regularlj' the second
Friday of each month Pt.the Public Library. The gaining of this regul?.r

meeting place is a signal victory, because for years it har: been denied on
account of the Association's being considered political. During the year
a reception and an open evening meeting were held to which invitations
were issued, and at which, good, speakers made suffrage speeches:.

In June this Association organized what is known in Covington as
"The Citizens' Public School League," whose chef business is to nominate
and elect good men for the Board of Education and otherwise to Jooic to

the needii ol the Public Schools.

Ten new members, interested enough to pay r. stipulated amount -in

dues, have been added to the Association. These members are not "the
ashamed to be heard and seen kind," but are earnest workers, reliable

and energetic, and ready to sacrifice some things for the sake of woman
suffrage. A subscription to the Woman's Journal has been renewed for

another year for use in the Public Library and about fifteen other sub-
scriptions have been secured by this Association, five of which were by
outside people whom wo wish to convert.

Our Corresponding Secretary sent a letter of congratulation and
commendation to President Taft on his appointment of a woman. Miss
Julia C. Lathrop, head of the Children's Bureau. She also sent letters of

appeal to the President and to the Chairman of Appropriations, urging
the passage of the bill appropriating $250,000 for the prosecution of those
engaged in the white slave traffic.

Two of our members assisted with speeches during the amendment
campaign in Ohio; many assisted on election day (Sept. 3rd) and some
money was also sent. In response to an invitation from the Editor of

the Kentucky Post an exhibition of dolls was made at Ludlow Lagoon
Aug., 11th to 20th, which comprised 60 dolls and four horses (toys)

representing the New York Suffrage parade of last May. Each toy suf-

fragist carried a banner bearing a pertinent suffrage argument. The
display was pleasing, amusing and instructive, and from reports, it is

evident that this piece of advertising made quite a few converts. This
Association keeps the subject before the public by answering newspaper
articles wherein women are even in the least involved.

We have met with great lossee in the deaths of Mrs. Mary B. Trim-
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ble and Mrs. Mary L. Reynolds, two valued members, whose moral and
financial support were important factors in the growth and success of
this Association.

JESSIE E. FIRTH, President.
NANCY M. DUKE, Secretary,

Fayette Equal Rig-hts Association,

The Fayette E. R. A. reports that in the past year '.t hus received
about fifty-eight new members and also that in this time it ha.s seeji

many indication;;! oi' an increased interest in woman suffrage among the
people o:! Fayette County.

KATE S. PAYNE, Secretary.

Harrodsburg" Eoual Rig-hts Association.

From a letter from the president.
You may bo interested to know thet although wo have no school

election in Harrodsburg thiri November (1912) 160 women registered out
of only 800 who registered at all. At least c. good beginning! 31 mem-
berni enrolled.

Trusting for better things and believing in them, for the future.

Very sincerely yourc,

(MRS.) FRANCES SMITH RIKER,
President Harrodsburg E. R. A.

Louisville Woman Suffrage Association.

The Woman Suffrage Association of Louisville reaped rich harvest
of enthusiastic recruitn from, the Convention oi: the National Association
growing from, a membership of 225 to one numbering 425 Because of

this large membership it was thought expedient to divide the cAty into 21

district groups with chairmen ol' those groups as members of r, central
commtteo to meet with the executive board when called. Theso caairmen
distributed literature and buttons, arranged meeting.'^ with Parent-
Teacher Association along the line oi work planned by the Special
Meetings Committee, thus adding 25 new members, and held meetings in

their own groups.
Public meeting;! were held the third Friday o:I each month in the

Library. The President of the Association spoke at Socialist Hall and
debated the question of full suffrage at one oj! the Social Centers.

All summer and fall the Association was busy with tho house to

house canvass to bring out a full registration. The eleventh ward which
was assigned to the Association registered 1,415 women—the city at
large nearly 12,000. Members of the Association were to be found work-
ing in all of the wards, either as chairmen or precinct workers.

It seems fitting and proper before closing this report to speak of the
removal to New York of Miss Virginia P. Robinson, who for several
years was^ President of the Association. Under her leadership we grew
from, a membership of 165 to one numbering 450. Miss Robinson carries

the wishes of the Association for success in her new work.

Respectfully submitted,

EMMA J. WOERNEY, President.
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Madison E. R. A.

The Madison Co. E. R. A., has done a good deal o£ work this; year.

It has some more members, men and women, and haa arranged to make
canvas:! 01' the county for new members.

It has secured a room, down town for an indefinite time in which to

hold meetings.
It has secured some new subscribers to the Woman's Journal.
It has paid state and national dues on 350 members, amountinc-; to

$122.50.

It secured a copy of the three volumes of the History of Woman's
Suffrage and voted to present them to Berea College.

It appointed three members who attend to putting items favorable to -

^
woman suffrage in the three newspapers of Richmond.

It has given ten dollars as a prize for the best speech in favor of

woman suffrage at the State Normal School of Eastern Kentucky.
It has put up posters about woman suffrage in the windows of

the principal stores in town; and has placed a black-board on the Speak-
ers' Stand in the Courthouse yard, on which from, time to time some
suffrage item is written, such as "Women now vote at all elections on the
same terms as men. in Wyoming, Colorado, Utah, Idaho, Washington and
California. Why not in Kentucky?"

The placard is read with much interest by the people; and has in-

duced some men to make public speeches in favor of woman suffrage.

Respectfully submitted,
(MRS.) SARAH C. BENNETT, President.

Meado and Hardin Counties' Equal Rig-hts Association.

The Meade and Hardin Counties E. R. A., has a membership of 94

men and women.
We have had quite a number of parlor speakings and also a debate.

Subject: Should Woman be enfranchised? Some of our most prominent
people took part in the discussion. The verdict was given in favor of

Woman Suffrage.

Mrs. Ada Withers Bunger addressed the Willing Workers in the
West Point Baptist Church, and distributed copies of the Woman's
Journal through the crowd. Several names were secured and some en-
thusiasm displayed. One woman declared she would get a soap box and
speak for "Votes for Women."

Our club workers are sending literature to those they think are
most in need of instruction and have paved a way that is leading to

good results;.

Respectfully submitted,
(MRS.) ADA WITHERS BUNGER.

Oldham Co. Equal Rig^hts Committee.

Extract from letter to Miss Clay.

"I hoped to get more signatures to send you. So far I have only
six. We have a fine community here, but the people are not educated on
woman suffrage. Yours, I think, is the only address ever given here on
that subject."

Yours, sincerely.

FLORENCE BARLOW,
(Chairman of Committee.)
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Report of Credentials Committee,

This Committee reported that the officers and delegates present were
entitled to cast 104 votes.

Among the out of town officers and delegates who attended were:
Covington and Newport—Mrs. Charles Firth, Mrs. N. S. McLaughlin,
Mrs. Sedden Duke, Rev. and Mrs. W. S. Giltner, Mrs. M. Roebuck, Miss
Junio Scales.

Madison County—Mrs. Mary B. Clay, Mrs. Hattie Buchanan, Mrs.
James Bennett, Mrs. Warfield Bennett, Mrs. Walter Parks, Mrs. William
Parks, Mrs. D. M. Phelps.

Frankfort—Mrs. T. J. Smith.
Louisville—Mrs. James Leech ,Miss Emma Plast, Miss Laura R.

White.
Georgetown—Mrs. James E. Cantrill.

The Resolutions of the Kentucky Equal Rights Association.
Resolved, That we favor the International Court of Arbitration; and

the continuance of the Peace Department by the N. A. W. S. A.
Second, That we petition the next Kentucky General Assembly to

submit an amendment to the constitution ol; the State conferring full suf-

frage upon women.
Third. That we rejoice that all of the political parties in the State of

New York, New Jersey, Arizona ,Montana and Iowa have put Woman
Suffrage plankf! in their platform, because we hope that thia action will

help establish full suffrage for women in those states.

Fourth, That we tender our thanks to the press for their very full

and favorable report of our convention.
Fifth, That we express to the Fayette Equal Rights Association our

•—ateful appreciation o:' their generour; and graciou:; entertainment and
to all friends for their many kindnesses.

(Signed)
MRS. JAMES BENNETT,
MRS. CHARLES FIRTH.
MRS. W. T. LAFFERTY.


