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' EXCERPTS FROL CTANO. DIARY |

,Janunrz 1, 1939

The duce returned to “ome yesterday evening and we had

4 long conversation.] He is very dissatisfied with ths situation
in Bast Africe and severely oriticizes the work of the Duke of
“osta. It must be admitted that “marc is still in a stote of
compldete revolt and the sixty-five battalions stationed there
are forced to live in small forts. liezzetti has not done well. i
The Duce blames hls appointment on Teruzzi who acted for personal {
reasons, In political ap$ointments one must be willing even to |
"step on one's own Mother's body". 5

il

He speaks of the situation between us and the Holy See.
In the work done by Catholic icktion he sees an attempt to
create 2 rowl nolitical »arty which, foreseeing the diffi-
: culties facing Fasism, wants to be »n the spot to take its
olace. He defends Starnce: whatever he does, he does on the i
explicit orders of the Duce. He refuses to nccept the pronosals
of the Nuncio who suggests that something be done to celebrate . !
the Decennial of the Lateran agrecments.

' rEZnally, he informs me about his decision to accent .
Ribbentrop's proposal to transform the anti-Comintern pact
into an alliance. He wishes the alliznce to be signed during |
the la st third of January.) He considers that a elash with '
the western demoecraciss 13 bhecoming increasingly inevitable
and, therefore, wants to he praucred to meet it. Duping this
month he intends to prepcre public opinion, ‘'about which he
doesn't give a damn". /I write Riblecntrop the letter in vhich
I inform him of our acceptance of his pronosal (inserted in
the body of the documentil;]
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’Janunr 2, 1940 (sege)

L]

The Lletter for Ribbhentrop has been approved. Tomorrow I
will transmit 1t to Attolice, together with some instructions
concerning what he 1s to say to the Germans in connection
with the Alto idige and the commercial rclations between our ;
S’ two countries. Conc mming the #lto adige, it would fall in |
g with Hitler's plans to permit the departure of those Germans

+ who want to leave. I telephone Ribbentron to inform him
& briefly of thilis decision. The connection was bad and it was
difficult to understand each othirs. We were not able to say
' much. But he was satisfied and confirmed that by the end of
| the month everything will be rcady, even on the Japanese side,
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Ciano Diay - cont.

~danuary 2 - cont.

Conversation hce-2ignittli. The Duce told the imbassador
to inform the Vatic:iin thit he is dissatisfied with the policy
of the Holy Sece, especiilly vith maotters concerning Catholic
hection. He nlso spoke of the Clergy's opposition to iaxis
policy and the racinl policy. The Clergy must not have nny
11lusions nnout the possible domination of Italy by the
Church. The ecclisiuticnl forces are imposing, but greater
still 1is the force of the State, especially of one such
a3 the Fascist State. We - ‘want no clash; but we are re- dy
to withstand it, and will, if it comes to a showdown, .awrkeén
2ll the dormant anti-clerical rancor 1in the natlons The
Pobve must remember that Italy is Ghibelline. Pignatti con-
ducted himself well. He said that many errors have boen
made by the Vatican, but that the pope acts in good failth
and that, more than the feeling of any other o»Hrnlate, his
fealings nare those of an Itallian. 1 instructed him to act
with much tecet. Despite Starace, I want to avoid a clash
with the Vatican. It is my opinion that such a clash would
be most harmful, '

I January &, 1939

I give anttolico instructlons on his misslion to Ribbentrop;
he is leaving this evening. While before L always found him

to be rather hostile to the 1idea of an alliance with Goermany,
this morning he was opsnly in fovor of it.] He said that his
sojourn in Italy has convinced him that nothing would he more
popular here than a war with France. In the afternoon I also
inform von Mackensen who, returning from a trip to Berlin,
came to pay me a visit.) Tha Polish Lmbassador 1nforms me of
o trip Beck is soon fo mnke to Germuny and this will be
followed by o trin to Poland by Ribbentrop. This will pave

the way for my trio to Warsnw which is planned to take 9lace,
aporoximnrely, at th: end of February.

I was at the Duce's with the american ambassador who
transmitted o messa ¢ from Rooscvelt and some proposnls con-
cerning the welfare of Jewish emigres. Roosevelt propnosed a
part of Ethiopin and the neighboring colonies. The Duce
refused to consider this vossibility and declared that only

Russia, .the United States and Brazil were 'in a position to.
solve the Jewish question by the surrender 'of a piece of thoilr
territory. e declared himself in favor of the oreation of an
indepcendent Jewish State and promised his_geperal supporte.
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Ciano Yiar7 = cont.

January S - cont.

in Spain the CTV nasg resuned the of fensive and sgemingly
with succesSSe

Joanat1r 4. ;gg?

——l,&_—#

Conversatlon with Grandi. He has returned from ¢ rather
lonz leave of wnhsence 1in Sicily and, tnerefcre, does not have
much to tell me. T make o rather vague allucsion to the
future allirnce with Germany and observe his roanctions. “€
declares hi~self 1in gavor of the project and does not belicve
that it will B ve any TOO gerious repercussions in the
British.world. This has glready becn tak:n into accounte.
rnd the memory of the triple a.liance, which for thirty
years did not prevent the continuance of cordial relations
between L1taly and Great Bpitain, 18 sti1ll nllivee

In Bagdad there havo been great demonstrations against
our mass eﬂigration.into Libya. They believe that this
nucleus of Italians will destrny the continuity of the Arab
world in tho ilediterraneine. 'nd this is true; this 1s our
objectivoe. But the Duce wished me to roassure - the Minister
from IraQ. wnd, as he WoS annored 2t tne prblicity snlbo had
rocelived a8 @ result of this andertaicing, he gave orders that
the nocxt depertures were to take ploce on the qt. The nrc-
text was useful to lfussolini. & inforn Mackensen of yester-
day's amer ican demarche. He gmiled and m~de some sherp
commants on the Americin lack of political sENBes

1n Soain matters ape nrogressing nt full stedn. Ganares
has made R VEry brilliant manouver; "he froed himsell of the
thrent of @& flank attack by attaclting the Reds on the flank,
thereby causing grent upsete

] Jonuary D, 1939

after & first conversatioﬁ with Ribbenirob, Lttollco
renorts +hat Ribbentrop pronoscs the 28 of Janary ns the date
for the conclusion of the nllig&ncCel

Excellent news from Spzin. The only danger consists in
a possiblc MAsSS intervention py French forces by way of the
PyreneesS. We have already had ‘ntelligence to this effecl.
To counteract this threat I have already notified London and
Berlin that, 1f the French make 2 move, the policy of non=
1ptervention will blow ube. ihen, we t0O, will send divisions
>f regular troopsSe. This means that we will go to war against
Francc OnN gpanish soll. & have ~sked the Germans to publish
1 note of the diplom:tic correspondence favoring our thesise
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Cizno Diury - conts

Tapuary o5 - cont.

[ 11 Duce has told me thit he hes informed the King of the

coming military nlllanco vwith Gormany. e showed himsolf
not likc the Gornansi, but detests

sntisfied.| The King docs
Ho believes them capable of striking

and des»iscs the Fronch.
a blow ut us and, therefore, regar
h satisfactlon.

milLhory supoort wit
.. -nghermore, with the passing of time, many things arc

dovancoing. T anti-Itelion manifestations in ¥Franco and
Tuanis, Daluzdic’' s MOVO to out our thronts with o Corsican
dngger, aid the insulcs of tho Fr:nch press huve crented on
atmosphere of n.4trcd for ¥ronce cspacially ameng the peodli.
121" %tencr to his

1 have instructod ¢iincttl to give & "soc
nnti—Franch‘propnganda apong the workers: France 18 2
bourgcois state, the defender O beugeals privileges. This

1g vory effective ProIucAnca. his morning even aiberto
Pirelli, the shady, antrustwortiys sceptienl Pipelli, declared
to me his loyalty to tho ,sxis policy and nis aversion to the

western democraclcsSe.

January 6, 1939 .
gather his forces

stondstill in Syuin. Gamburs plins to
“n»8 evening I spo-c with

nd rosune the of fensivo tomorrov.
5 nish economic mission which

gegnior +unos, the head of the S
hos arrived in fome for tha commiercial troaty. He 1ls 8 very

tnlkative mn, o 1ittle frivolous and very fatuous. & is 4
Catnlan and, therefore, he nt 1enst knows the geogranhy of his

tepritory. He considers tho victory of t.ac past few days 28
vVery jmportant, and, perhans, decisive for the liquidation of

Catalonin and, therafore, the wholc Wire

The Duce 18 worried about tho border incidents petween
frochs tnd dagyars; thils time, it would scci that these 1ncl-
' | r scale than usual. swover, until now
h cws from the legatlon. Tho Duce
w_ghad o have jnformation : from apindi on the coming of

g s foclings nnd intentlons. But
1y.8 not been 1in London for twent7 ‘ays ond is cnjo ing
VWhen the Ducoe loorned

and in the riountoing.
g spid, "There is o man, vhose

¥s vistit, you will send him
mygsolinl will savo

Crand.
- 4r,ea1f in Siclly
¢hie, he was Very jncensed.
goosc 18 cooked. after Chamber i2ir
n pun L am surc that, o8 usua’,

packings
him a5 the last minute- Bagsically he will be rignt, becauss,
od amoer ¢sader, and it

1agpise all his foutts, Grandl 1s & go
; . pa ewpy to find 2 succecsspr better than he, as, ab
non too prilliant.
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'; Ciano Biary - conti

i ” 1"11 - 1939 -J

" smuti has crrived in Rome and 1 prenare to send him to

i | Tirana, with a smail group of men like him to cecuse the Thurs-
| day evening incidents if the Aing kos not had the courtesy
i meanwhile to c¢epituir 25, <4 pgave rim Ifreasdcm of action, with |
) a definite crder to wvespact Uhe da<en aad the bady, 1f 1t has | 5
, already coen oerr, 1hsy zre %0 Aarncuse terror during the night L B
| ani et dawn bo ccncani baorzalves in the wocds and cwait the ‘ y
) arrival of our tronps, suveking il p:"*iQTu to prevent Zog from | k. F
| retreating toward *a.l, whers he algut altemps a slight resist- | |
: ance. I authorize Sombelles vo wake consach with Pevelic in a ‘ | |
N very secret manner. us dar as .. odeganda is concerned, I decide : '
i to make a decision later, althought® the Tuce has authorized the 3 , 4
| arrangement of & subsidy to the Croats, | i
’ +
H R lI receive von Mackensen, whem i tell about in the Duce's l *
: B letter answering Chamberliain. L receive also Shiratori, who h ;
brings the Japanese answer on the triparitite alliance; on the | {
b whole it is favorable. Howcever, they miakes two reservations: | \
’i 1) that London, faris and Wwashingion be informed " that in 1
¥ Japan's view the aliiance is direcucd azaﬂ et Mcsecow; 2) that .
’“ | a declaration be added thet in cass of VWar in XMucope, Janan- g y
L esc ald would be limlte. Nothing agrinsi the sscoad; with + |
o resoect to the first, on ths other hand, 1t seems to me | ;
1 necessary to make very ciear whab actual meaning the reser- | .
ﬁ vation is intnnded to have; this misht alter the real value !
i . \
of the Pact 1tself. \
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