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> e AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT e

filled out)

|. GENERAL

(a) Unit Reporting®

(d) Take off: Date 18 Feb. 1948

(e) Mission

_alr petrol (Tokyo strike)  (f) Time of Return_1513 K (Zone)
Il. OWN AlRCRAFT OFFICIALLY COVERED BY THIS REPORT.

NUMBER

s e ———— — - e -

TYPE SQUADRON ; BOMBS AND TORPEDOES FUZE SETTING
T%Flg\lG EEI‘I\\IIEGA‘Q‘((BIIQ'\\I/% A-[:l-']-.l'ff\ﬁ\RC(_“aKEl'Il'\lG CARRIED (PER PLANE)
(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f) (g)
Féi=5 V-85 | 4 2 - - v

. I1l. OTHER U. S. OR ALLIED AIRCRAFT EMPLOYED IN THIS OPERATION.

TYPE SQUADRON NUMBER BASE TYPE SQUADRON NUMBER BASE

IV. ENEMY AIRCRAFT OBSERVED OR ENGAGED (By Own Aircraft Listed in 11 Only).

(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f) (g)

TYPE - NO. NO. ENGAGING TIME LOCATION OF BOMBS, TORPEDOES CARRIED; CAMOUFLAGE AND
. OBSERVED OWN A/C ENCOUNTERED ENCOUNTER | GUNS OBSERVED MARKING
Single Engine 34° 20! B ¢ h'oodrab color.

Fighter | 1 1 aas &e uz'_milo‘, - koo bandend
32 miles 038 fiises o‘uorvel.
200 | Ppom garrier,

(ZONE)

. Apparent Enemy Mission(s)_
Did Any Part of

(1) Encounter’f) Occur in Clouds?.ﬂﬂ - It so, Describe Clouds M e
Time of Day and Bnlhance . altltmi.l: hase ?300 f' h’) 0000 f‘ Overaast

(j) of Sun or Moon ' 2red Srg. (k) V15|b|llty___3_-_W
V. ENEMY AIRCRAFT DESTROYED OR DAMAGED IN AIR (By Own Aircraft Listed inch°OM) 804 Between cloud layer

. By Far
N a?ﬁ

wel £
(NIGH", BR

(a) (b) DESTROYED OR DAMAGED BY: (c) (d)
TYPE | - - HERE HIT ANGLE DAMAGE
ENEMY A/C TYPE A/C SQUADRON PILOT OR GUNNER GUNS USED WHERE HIT, ANGL 1ewel CLAIMED
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AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT

RESTRICTED
(Reclassify when
filled out)

4

REPORT No.
V. LOSS OR DAMAGE, COMBAT OR OPERATIONAL, OF OWN AIRCRAFT (of those listed in 11 only).
) b) CAUSE: TYPE ENEMY A/C WHERE HIT, ANGLE (List EXTENT OF LOSS OR DAMAGE
: s 3 ISt armor, ‘
TYPEOWN A/C SQUADRON TYPE GUN, OR OPERATIONAL CAUSE self-sealing tanksjj equipment hit) (Give Bureau serial number of planes destroyed)
1
T - - - e : - 5
2 "
3 .
4 — a———
> o 8
6 .
7 e i . i " )
8 L, _
9 e - I .
[ . 3 Iy = i B
1 B | 1 _ :
12 - L L ) TR 0 B B L
13 B N —a
4 ) o R, L S - P
VIl. PERSONNEL CASUALTIES (in aircraft listed in Il only; identify with planes listed in VI by Nos. at left).
B it NS N _ s bl s s
(b) (c) (d) (e)
NO. | SQUADRON NAME RANK OR RATING CAUSE CONDITION OR STATUS
ey - - - - 4 = : — —
~ VIIL RANGE, FUEL,dﬁ_I\_IDr“AMMUNI_TlQ#I\I DATA FOR PLANES RETURNING
(a) (b) (c) (d) i (e) (f) ! (g) TOTAL AMMUNITION EXPENDED (h)
TYPE MILES MILES AV. HOURS AV FUEL AV. FUEL t—— NO. OF PLANES
A/C QuUT RETURN IN AIR LOADED CONSUMED .30 .50 20MM MM RETURNING
e = = —& T TR0 Tl = 3 7¢ - > 5 .
IX ENEMY ANTI-AIRCRAFT ENCOUNTERED (Check one block on each line).
CALIBER i NONE MEAGER MODERATE INTENSE
HEAVY — Time-fused shells, 75mm and over | ]
MEDIUM — Impact-fused shells, 20mm-50mm s ;_i_ _“ - -
E
L IGHT — Machine gun bullets, 6.5mm-13.2mm - =2 -
i e - o .;
X. COMPARATIVE PERFORMANCE, OWN AND ENEMY AIRCRAFT (use check list at left).
SPEED, CLIMB, | 2 . g
at various altitudes inesa claosed Lias Yetuoen YEAlijend nii ¥ aaa) B ssf 3 ey
A% A v y Pund ‘%;j.;-, y 19 £y ooy P A AL 5 Fa
TURNS S R $ Py 0D % ad e 3 . .-
: LG e ,, Py & by of % & thv
D|VES o b -_ e c{‘-' . - % " _ I:N- - - ¥ 2 , t : 2.3 y
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g njoetion for =nPoXi iy 48 sceondg In loved ILiR r 165 the
i . Ry vel'y o Eﬁﬁ - L& 80, § AR s RS T - e
PROTECTION - o B N e L S - ‘* ™
: b s W MBOSTE OR 05 SRSy Lo, BOE LA ST B 4 S5 -
ARMAMENT £ | , : |
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ENGAGEMENT WITH ENEMY
OWN AIRCRAFT SRR
Disposition 3
Altitudes
Speeds

Approach Tactics i

Use of Cover, Deception:.

Angles of Attack and
Their Effectiveness -
Distance of Opening Fire
Defense Tactics and - .
Their Effectiveness

ENEMY AIRCRAFT
Method of Locating, Distance
Disposition e S '
Altitudes

Speeds :
Approach Tactics

Use of Cover, Deception
Angles of Attack

Distance of Opening Fire
Defensive Tactics =

COMMENTS AND

COMMENDATIONS
n Weaknesses
nemy: Weaknesses

Offensive Tactics, Own
= " Enemy
Defensive Tactics,” Own
g ", Enemy
Flexible Gunnery, Own
Escort Tactics
Fighter Direction
Use of Radar |
Night Fighting
Recognition, Aircraft

| 18 Pebruary, 19485,

AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT RESTRICTED

XII. TACT!(:_;‘A?L-,AND- OPERATIONAL DATA. (Narrative and comment. Describe action fully and comment freely,

filled out)

REPORT No..

~ following applicable items in check list at left. Use additional sheets if necessary.)

Bl Pivision ¢8 of Pighting Squadron FIFTI.THRES . gomoosed of Lisutenant
| E.D.Roms, USNR (Division leader), Ensign V. E.Williame, USHR, fnsign

R L.Ourrier, USHR (Seetion leoder), amd Snsigm ¥, B, Murchy, USSR, took
off on Task Group combat air patrol from the USS SARATOGA at 1200 K,
After one unsuscessful ssarch, the division was
vectored cut by the SARATOGA FBO o intercept & "hogay® at 1411 K,
A% 1415, the seeond section “talley-hoed” at 3 e'clock, 1,000 T%,
above an enemy fighter which was gikimn 'mg through the bace of the
oversast at am altidude of 2800 £8, on a dearing of 036° 32 miles
from the parent carrier, This enemy airplene, portrayed in phote-
sraphs taken from gun camera film of Emsign Murphy, show it to de
a single radisleengine plane, From its one man cockpit (attested
emphatically Dy bdoth oilote), amd its maneeverability, the pllots
gopeur that it was definitely a fighier, The speed of the ensmy and
Zhe intme]‘)tors was aboud the same - 220 knots indicated,
The FEF-5's imuediately used water imjection (for spproximately 45
seconds duration) %o close the distanee %0 ‘the enemy fichter, JSecause
_of slightly diverging courses and altitudes, the friendly fighlers
had to manoever for firing position, theredy permitting the cnemy %o
cot as far as 5,000 £4, ahead before they hHegan to elose, Hovever,
by using water injeetiom, the Fei-5's elosed to 1,800 %, in one
mninute, indicating 260 knots, with: the ememy pllet appareatil) unaware
of the seetion's presence,
Gurrier commenced firing with 6 ,60%s with no hits bDeing scoved,

ATTACK

OWN TACTICS
Method of Locating Target
Approach to Target
Altitudes, Speeds
Approach
Dive
Pull-Qut
Dive Angle
Strafing

etirement
.fensive Tactics
se of Jamming

DEFENSE, ENEMY
Evasive Tactics, Ships
Concealment
Searchlights
Night Fighter Tactics
Use of Jamming

COMMENTS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS

. B-O_mhlnn T oqrbin=

£ Base Operations
o= ¢ . Maintenance

The enemy, mdw alerted, lmmedlately pulled up Iaie a low ¢lond and
gnerged om Sop 8%ill pursued by &arﬂs:.:r, Murphy having remained bélow
the eloud because gyro-horizomn was mom-funciloaing, The sap fighter
winged over and dove hack down through the same cloud, txying %o

elude Gurricr, only to be met by Hurphy who was gizeling and walting
below., Ourrier, on the Jap's tail, made a slight gtazboard Jog teo
avoid Murphy, and opened fire again observing his bullcis hit about
the cockpit section with a level no=daflestion shot, At the some
time, Hurphy with a 20® . deflection shot commenced firing long bursts
with 8 ,.50's, dbullets hitting the port wing stub wiih tollise effecs.
In » fou secconds there appeared a red glow which then developed iate
s sizeable puff which begen to emit stream-rs of flome, The encny
disappeared mementarily inte the clouds while doing a Z70=dagrae

glinbing turm, still followed by Curricr, and was mat by Homa and
HA1L S Lata st T T ) uho had reversed course %0 join the attaek
ok P 88 vhen the "Sally-ho" was made, Homa and
‘R'100 yards, and were on the verge of opening
B8 now out of control, did a oplit-5 and
The erash was wilmessed by the entire

| ' y A
'3 sl-l'
f Li =

'} the enemy concurred on the strange monner
‘ve tzctics, insofar as the enemy ronalined
Nme of superior forces, wnile al the same Yims
® aggressivemess, In the vords of Vurohy,
SWve man, afraid to fly in elouds, or 3 darn
S e pareat difficulty or weakness was failure

. B . T difficmlt situation - & thing he might

g y meva-ms-Pecained in eloud cover,
Sommunicstions were excellant, 28 was coordination with the FIQ,

.-hl.hq fizhter refferved %o in this actiom repor$ can't be recogr’

at Shis squres, . A% may pessibly be o nev type,
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ENGAGEMENT WITH ENEMY |
OWN AIRCRAFT : )
Disposition " s
Altitudes
Speeds

Approach Tactics = ‘
Use of Cover, Deception: .
 Angles of Attack and
Their Effectiveness
Distance of Opening Fire
Defense Tactics and - .
Their Effectiveness:

ENEMY AIRCRAFT
Method of Locating, Distance
Disposition -
Altitudes
Speeds |
Approach Tactics
Use of Cover, Deception
Angles of Attack
Distance of Opening Fire
Defensive Tactics

COMMENTS AND
COMMENDATIONS
wn Weaknesses
nemy. Weaknesses
Offensive Tactics, Own
. " Enemy
Defensive Tactics, Own
: " Enemy
Flexible Gunnery, Own
Escort Tactics
Fighter Direction
Use of Radar |
Night Fighting
Recognition, Aircraft

I_t

_ from 3he parent carrier,

ATTACK

OWN TACTICS
Method of Locating Target
Approach to Target
Altitudes, Speeds
Approach
Dive
Pull-Out
Dive Angle
Strafing
tirement

e
‘fenswe Tactics
se of Jamming

| DEFENSE, ENEMY

‘ Evasive Tactics, Ships
Concealment
Searchlighis
Night Fighter Tactics
Use of Jamming

COMMENTS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS

Bombing Tactics
Torpedo Tactics
Effectiveness of
Bombs, Torpedoes
Selection of Targets
Fuzing
Strafing Tactics
. Defensive Tactics
' Use of Radar
- Reconnaissance
%+ Photography
; g
* Briefing

_ OPERATIONAL
Jo——- Navigation
Homing
Rendezvous
Recogn tion, Ships
Communications
Flight Operations
Search and Tracking
x Base Operations
% . Maintenance

.
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AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT BETRICTED

filled out)

XII. TACTICNL AND OPERATIONAL DATA. (Narrative and comment. Describe action fully and comment freely,

REPORT No.

following applicable items in check list at left. Use additional sheets if necessary.)

Pivision &6 of Fighting Squadron FIFTI.THREE, eomoosed of Lisutenant

| B, D.Roma, USNR (Division leader), Ensign V. E ¥Williame, USHR, Imsign

R L.Ourrier, USHR (Seetion lesder), amd Smsign N, B Nurphy, USHR, took
off on Task Group combat air patrol from Ihe USS BSARATOGA at 1200 K,

16 February, 1945, After one unsuccessful searsh, the diviaion was

vectored cut by the SARATOGA FO t¢ intercept a "bogey® a2t 1411 K,
A% 1415, the seeond sectionm Hgalley-hoed® at 3 o'cloek, 1,000 f%,
above an enemy fighter which was skimn'ng throuzh the bace of the
oversast at an altitude of 2800 f%, on a bearing of cm‘ 2 miles
This enemy airplene, portrayed im phote-
sraphs taken from gun camera film of Gnsign Murphy, show it %o Dde
s single radisieengine plane, ¥From 1%: ons man coekpit (attested
emphatically dy both piloss), amd its maneeverabilisy, the pllots
copour that it was definitely a fighter, The speed of the enemy amc
the 1ntcree;;)tora was aboud the same - 220 kmots indicated,

The F6F-5's imuediately used waier imjection (for approxzimataoly 45
seconde duration) to elose the distanee o the enemy fichter, Heecause

of slightly diverging courses and altitudes, the friendly fighters

had to manoever for firing position, theredy permitting the crnemy %o
get as far as 5,000 f§, ahead before they hegan to eloss, Hovever,

by using water injeetiom, the Fé¥-5's elosed to 1,800 f%, in one
minate, indicating 250 knots, with the enemy pllot apparentl) Uneaware
of the seetion's presence,

. Gurrier commenced firing with 6 +50%s with no hits Delng ccoved,
The enemy, mdw alerted, lmmedlately salled up imte a low cloud and .
gnerzed om top still pursued by Gurrqi-:r, Murphy having remained bélow
the eloud decause FZYTO=-NROTizON wWas aon~functioning, The Jap Tighier
winged over and dove hack dowm through the same cloud, Srving %o

elude Surricr, only to be met by Hurphy who was gireling and walting
below. Ourrier, on the Jap's tall, made a slight starboard Jjag o
avoid Murply, and opened fire agnin observing his tullebs hid about
the cockpit section with a level no=deflestion shot, Ab the smme
time, Hurphy with a 20® . deflection shot commenced firing long bursis
with 6 ,50%'%s, bmllets hititing the port wing stub with telling effeck.
In = fow scconds there appeared a red giow which then developed ia%e
s sizseable puff which bdegan %o emit streamcrs of fiame, The encay
disanpeared momentarily inte the clonds wvhile doing a ZV0=dagrae

gl indbing turm, still followed by Currier, and wWas mat by Homa and
Wi114eme (the 18t sectiom) vho had reversed course to joim the attaek
«fier having been up ahead wvhem the ftally-ho® was made, Soma and
¥i114ams elosed to within 100 yards, and were om the verge of opening
?ire, vhen the ememy plane, NOw Ous of control, d4id a oplit-5 and
dove flamisg into the ocean, $he erash was wilnessed by the entire

division,

Both pliots who enguged the ememy concurred on the gtronge menner
of the dap pilot's defensive tzcties, insofar as the enamy ronalned
in the vieinity in the face of superior forces, while at the same %ine
not showing any particul-r aggressiveness, in the wvords of Muxohy,
Pthat Jap was either a brave man, afreid to fly in elouds, or 3 dara
fo0l.® Thms, the enemy's appareat difficully or weakness was faillure
%o extrieste himself from a difficult situation - & thing he might
sasily have dome, had hs remalned in eloud cover,

Sonmunications were excellemt, as was coordination with %he 7,
_Bate: Ememy fighter refferved %o in $his actiom repor$ can't be recogr’

at this souros,. . A% may pessibly bBe & mev $ype,




v ¢ AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT
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XIH. MATERIAL IjATA} (Comment freely on performance or suitability, following check list at left.
ARMAMENT i : | Use additional sheets if necessary).

REPORT No.__%

Guns, Gunsights §
Turrets ’
Ammunition

- Paas & § e Bee Seswn e d 00 8F oo o : 2P o O maws ol e oy
Bombs, Torpedoes™ xeeont for slisht Sn=tiunent falilurs A S Y F 33 OF Ché 92
Bomb Sights i anes® gyro=-horizon Being nonsfunet! n=l. =11 eoni
Bomb Releases orformad in o g2tiafoctory asnner,

s o« W N - "y b £ £ ¥ ¥ {_:'f e 8 ¥ -
B - - o B i e L P W R §..

COMMUNICATIONS he nilots vers egneelslly eomendnitory of he lUeehiunel Alle]
Radio, Radar . Y 5 Y
Homing Devices radio eaulmment vhieh vomitted execellont cormunie
‘Visual Signals
Codes, Ciphers

RECOGNITION -
IFF
Signals
Battle Lights
Procedures

PROTECTION

Armor: Points and Angles
of Fire Needing Further
Protection

Leak Proofing

ERGENCY EQUIPMENT
Parachutes

Life Belts, Life Rafts .
Safety Belts

Emergency Kits
Rations, First Aid

NAVIGATIONAL EQUIPMENT

Compasses
Driftsights
Octants

Automatic Pilots
Charts
Field Lighting

INSTRUMENTS
Flight
Power Plant

CXYGEN SYSTEM

CAMOUFLAGE AND .
DECEPTION DEVICES

STRUCTURE

Airframe

Control Surfaces

Control System

Dive Flaps

Landing Gear

Heating System

Flight Characteristics
At Various Loadings

POWER PLANT
Engines

Fngine Accessories

Propellers

| ubricating System

Starters

Exhaust Dampers

HYDRAULIC SYSTEM

ELECTRICAL SYSTEM
Auxiliary Plant
Lights

FUEL SYSTEM
FLIGHT CLOTHING

\ MAINTENANCE

.BASE FACILITIES

Plane Servicing Equipment
Personnel Facilities

REPORT PREPARE ' APPROVED BY

5 LebsX W - Geunad,

RANK AND DUTY mfm w COIIRAD Lieut ANK D DB'SN; DATE
J. R.! Bra.nch, Lieut. % A' USNR. A.G IOnLst-w.HE EGRY REGISTER CO., ummandm Offi cer
: VF-53
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