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SUMMARY

The AKAGI was one of four aircraft carriers, comprising
the Eleventh Air Fle=st, in the striking force at the planned
occupation of MIDWAY ISLAND, June 1942. No attacks recelved
and no planes seen prior to 4 June 1942; however, one plane
wes heard above the clouds in daytime on the 3rd.

The CV's were first attacked about 200 miles from MIDWAY,
2 hours after sunrise, 4 June by many planes carrying torpedoes,
all of torpedoes avoided, Dive bombers acored two hits on the
AKAGI starting fires which spread to the engine spaces, This
attack was the first indication of the presence of United
States carriers. The AKAGI had launched half of her planes
to bomb MIDWAY but forty were still being serviced when hit.
No more were launched., AKAGI casualties were 200 (Including
six pilots) lost and 100 wounded, out of a total complement of
1400, On the morning of the 5th a Japanese DD torpedoed and
sank the AKAGI which could not be navigated.,

The KAGA, SORYU and HIRYU were sunk due to damage 1n-
flicted by dive bombers. No other damage sustained from air
attack by ships in the striking force except possible damage
to one battleship's superstructure, No planes seen on the
5th or later during retirement,

The loss of the CV's caused plans for the occupation to
be abandoned.,

No carriers at MIDWAY were equipped with radar or homing
devices. AOKI first saw radar grids at KURE, August 1942, on
the ISE and HYUCA,

Four plane anti-submarine patrols were maintained to a
distance of 40,000 meters during approach and no CAP's during
approach due weather. DD's were outside of a ring formation
maintained day and night., Carriers turned individually into
the wind during launching or recovery of aircraft except in a
prolonged operation in which the whole formation turned.

C. SHANDS,
Captain, USN,




. TRANSCRIPT

otatement: We primarily want to talk about the Battle of MIDWAY,
A, I understand,

de Wnat name and rank?

A. T. ACKI, Commanding Officer of the AKAGI (CV) at MIDJAY,

¥4 g

. de What was your duty after the Battle of MIDWAXY

Ae 1 Téeportea to Vice Admiral Hiraota and then went to KURE as
; Commaonding Officer on 1% August 1942, I was retired in
Jetoner,

Qe HOW many wvears hove vou been in the Nevy?

i 5 4 ) SR ~ o “ S g s Tz 8 . 1 75, AT AT A ™ ;
A, Thirty-five yvears since graduation from BETAJUNA Naval ica-
demy,

Q. What duty cid you have prior to taking command, say one or
two vears?

A, Commanding Officer in an Air Training School (Course for
boys 15 yaars orf asge) near KASUMIGAURA at TSUCHIURA.

Qe What ships were present in the cearrier force at MIDJAY?

A A[\“#F’a KaGa, HIRMT and SONYU (411 CV's) HYEI or HARUN{
g Kl T SRIMm. P (B ?)? L1ONE ana CRIKUMA '\Cﬁjg NAGARA (C \
nbony 4l OF Ll Q0810 Ters.,

Qe Are yvou an ailrcraft pilot?

A, NOs 1L am no pliot,

2y

» Qo To what division was the
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AKAGI assigned?

/ A i - 1
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Fleet, (See Plan) (Notes =
divisions in Naval terminology:
) o

e Lleventn Alr
ney do not have what we call
th t 13 tﬂ& aleventh Alr flee

e Actording Lo our lrnformaticori 1€ was the Third Air Fleet,

A, It was tTthe mleventh.

Q. Who were the Commanding Officers of these ships?

As KuGa = Capt OKaDAg HIRYU - Capt KaKU; SORYU - Dont remcember,

Os Who was tThe admirsl?

A, Vice Admiral Nagumo who died at SAIPAN, Chief of Staff was
Rear Admirsel Rusaka,

Q. That was known as the Eleventh Air Flect, what ware the
other three units? For instance, we c“lT them occupation
‘ forces and suppozx tllg forces., -
e The Grand Fleet wag taere TOo act as sUppori,
Q. Who was irn command of thety
A, Admiral Yamamoto.

Qs Are ony of these a2bove listed officers availablce?
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Yhat wos the mission of the centir
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There 1is nobody n:.? thie other Capteins died
of the HIRYU may bé around somewhere {Oeptaln

One officer
awaguchi),

Jhat was the mission of the AZleventh Alr Porcayd.
Simply to bombard ..IDVAY by plenes.

"1eet?

@
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That wos to holp. Zntirely scparate from this was the
SEEUNSCLON T07Ca,

Was thot scparate from the 4ir Flect and the Grand Fleet?

&8 o of course it was under the Grand Fleet, but was a scp=
Pota 1Torea,

What was the strate D‘]C reason ior Occupying MIDWAY and the
ALTUTIANS?

Thev came to ottack MIDJAY, I don't know what the plan was,

If the MIDVAY attack had been successful did tnuy oLan TO
run air soarch from NIDWAY or to continue Eastern ezpansion?

It is my own thought they would only scnd scarch runs from
there if they hnd been successful in selzlng MIDWAY .

During the approach to MIDWAY when dla you cxpoct the first
AP gutaeky

About 500 milcs from MID.J/AY,
Whon were the corricrs first attacked?

It wes in the morning about 2 hours after sunri , cbout
200 miles from HIDWAY,

hot typ2 nlanes made the first attack?

._-‘

torpado plones, then dive bombors, First a groat many tor-
pvdoks were dropped from plancs, then divoe bombers 3 g

About how long cofter sunrisc was that?
About 2 hours.

'as thoe AKAGI ~ttacked by B-26's with torpcedocs during the
morning of 4 Junc?

Darly cttack wos made by torpedo plancs., lMany torps 2does
drooped, Rasily dodged (long range), 1 had helm mysclf.

'r)

re vou aver attacked by twin cngincd torpcedo lanes?.
o 1 % .

don't remembor whether or not they were single- or double,
ore ware many of them, they came 1n mkny at a time at

000 yzrds, Dotails of that kind didn't interest me jast
No

t =t H
DD

(U~

Were any attacks made on the carricr forece during-the.ap-
vroach oy B=17'& or PbX's?

Thore were nonc. Torpado bombers in morning of attack but
no four engine bombers,

Wore any plancs sacn or heard during the approach the lst
2nd hnd Ard of Juneys
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There was 2 high  3 and the day before the
they heard one abdve the clouds.

z'.ion opened

Was tihot during the day or night?

Deytime., In the morning of the actlon we saw seaplenes very
far off, and I gucss they were four-engine planes

Was the AKAGI hit by any four-cngincd or horizontal bombers?
Not once,

Were any others hlt?

I don't Know 2bout tnt others,

Were any other ships hit by dive bombers?

T.-3hipk g1l ships were hHit DY dive boumbers,

Did 7ou lose any ships to submarines during npproach?

No, noac 20 all. Heard that arter the dive bombing the

IKAGS Pepsivad 2 Lorpado :ttmckﬂrom submarines, but that 1s
hicarsay Lile domazge ),

&

On tac day pbefere the main actlon about 600 nilas from MIDWAY,
wes the formetion atitacked by lorig rangs plane

Do von knew if anvy other ships of the other groups or the
Grord Flest ware hit dorine the doy balore Lhe bavtler

Thore moy have bean other damogad units of the Grand Fleet,
but I Lhwerda no falk of 26,

Dc you yrow 1f any tronsports were hit during approcach?
T 8cn't wnow, Those are the transports 1 was talking about,

- 1 S T -
+ wmae tre JFACT damoeod?
How was The aliGl camogod:

—— ; - L " t e - L .L. -
Fires owe borba pw aivws boablne, (ono hed fire at clter
i <5 _ - g *

olavator), FPlonas were loeded up with bombs insidé tThe
Bangar oyl colugnt ILro.

Any other benb Ri0s:

None 68 Lhem 0ot tl"-{j}r wore in the thick of lt, but OnJ.y
Hit by the v DONDB.

e, ORI, ¥ o B ; T s ;
About whot Limc were hits mede?

About two hours after sun

+

18C .

Did vou sce any horizontal bombers over the formabicon at
+ )

KiRio

HYI L wos under ottock by horizontzl bombing, It was
not nit

. Ncar misses.

L

Wore the AKAGI's plones in the air?

Lboae el o ThHom Werc UDg theg waerce servicing others 1n
the nongor, about forty on board.

Wierc your other forty attocking MIDWAY or attacking our
C&I‘I‘i{irs? _5_
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COaArriors

MIDWAY, ’ir'.h:ftd & high cover of six Z.)S 19 addition,
Was this the first group launchod from the AKAGI?
This was the first group launched from all tho Shilps.

Were ony other plonos launched from the AKLGI to ~ttnek our
or did thcy scnd morc into MIDIVAY?

NOo, sccond flight from thc AKAGI,
Did you know of thce prescnce of our earriors in the arca?
T

Ine dive bombing attack was the very first we knew ~bout 35 A

Which type of attack was most feared, that is = horizontal

. . ?
aive bombing or torpedo

Diving, you can swing away from torpedoes, but the worst
is dive bombing,

Was aAKaGI sunk aos o rosult of those two bomb hits:or wAas
sne sunk later by Japancsc destroyors?

It did net sink by bombs. Shc was sunk by a Japancse dos-
troycr's torpodocs during the next moring. This was on
g St of Juiic. Loth TOEYOD tima).,

wnot caused the sbandonment of the aKAGI?

Bngincs were helpless, firc damage, could not navigate eo
gave up thc snlps: mony engineers were killed,

How many personnel were lost?
200 were lost, 10C were wounded out of 1400 on board,
HOw many pilots scved; how many lost?

ol1lX pilots wore lost. Others landed and were picked up by
destroyers,

A

During retrect was task forco loeated by any of our PBY or
CoPPLEr plonios?

The next day, on the 5th (6th TOKYO time), they saw nothing,

Why didn't the task force continue to MIDJAY?

100 Tueh domnge o glreraft carriers, lost gentrol of air,

What effect did the loss of carricrs haove on any future
opcrations?

L wes not in on thot,. But it waos dseided that thoy neadad
an awful lot mor:e anti-aireraft protection, also more spead
Was liceded Oy earriers,

Wwhat other carriers were lost?

What battleships were lost?

Nothing hoppened to the battleships, no damagc,

Cruilscrs?

-




Nothing got hit sgj.ously sxee
I don't know zbout the other

Worza ony plane made to attack MIDWAY again?

I don't know,

Wos the plan to attock MIDWAY a Naval plan or an irmy plan?
I wes given command of the AKAGI on the 7%y of April and 4o
t know for certnin who mode up the plan., My Staff, Nav-

n
igating Officer and others werec home on leave when I report-
ad in ApPll,

LT O

O

In general werce the Navy plans concern:d with Army plans?

I don't know cbout that, I was retired in October of that
sane year, and was later recalled to the service,

Do vou know if the employment of the Japanese lFaval Aviators
in tiie SOLOMONS was a result of the loss of carrier strength
at MID AY and CORAL S3EAY

I think they all came back to JAPAN,

Do you know why th2y continued to send personnel and ships
to the SCLOMONS Chain in small units to try to hold it?

It is my own opinion that 1t was tooO expensive to send a
big force, and y=t we weren't sure Americans were in force,
however that is my own oplnilon,

Do vou know why they decided to withdraw from GUADALCANAL?

1 never heard,

Do yvou know if Army aviation was assisting Naval Aviation
in the SOLOMONSTY

I don't know, I was at the Naval Arsenal at the time,
3 - " \
What was the name or number of the air group On the AKAGIY

here were no numbers except that there were the fighter,
bomber, and dive bomber planes.

What other operations was the AKAGI 1HY
PTARL TARBOR was the first, she attacked at CEYLON and

TRINCOMALEL, next MIDwAY., (MID'AY was the orily action in
which I was abou:d),

Did our aircraft carrier ralds on JAPAN affect the training
of pilots during the war?

When your planes were attackers we had to stop training and
so lost time besides training planes., however, W€ didn't
suffer much from the loss of training planes.

Do you know if the Navy had planned on a war of long durat-
o W) s

They were all talking that it would be long, but nobody
hazarded a guess as To duration. As soon as it began they
thought it would be a long war.

Do you know the total number of personnel lost at MIDWAY?

-] -
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We were sep®®cted right after that, fo;.ecdz*ity regsons
our losses weve not known to eaci other,

about how many planes or pilots did you expect to lose at
MIDJAY, that is from Anti-Aircraft and attack?

Because we had suffered so little at PEARL HARBOR at the
beginning of the war, we thought we would ret away wilth
the same thineg at WIDJAAY, 1 think that cther ships 1n
the task force lost a good many pilots, but as far as my
sitip was concerned, we gcot off very easily,

Do you know the object of the Aleutians Campaign, was 1T

a feint, or were you to take DUTCH HAHBOR?

I think it was an attack but did not know anything ‘about
1T 8T The Tine, |

Wwhat type of report vas submitted following that action,
written or dispatch?

Report was sent from the destroyer that we had recelved a
ereat amount of damage and were afire and would have 1ToO
retire, this was sent to Vice Admiral Nagomo only., Dis-
patch was sent simply "“"The ship is afire, I must retire,”
Later submitted the ships' log. This was sent to the
High Command at the Admirality.

Do vou know if any coples are avallable?

I don't know whether or not thev will be available but
hat 1s where they should ve,

Are you familiar with an plans on tihie SOLOMONS Campnaign?
Hor a Th1ngs
Do yvou know that the SrORO was lost? (A small carrier).

Yes, i did hear that a small- carrier was sunk in the
Southn,

“When did vou hear?
Just after I got back to JAPAN from MIDWAX,
Do vou know if the SHOKAKU and ZUIKAKU were danaged?

I did not know they ere damaged at the tine,

Did you have radar on the AKAGIL?

No,

Did any ships at KIDWAY have radar?

YAMATO, MUTSU and NAGATO in the Grand Fleet mav heve had

it. There was nothing at }IDWAY in the carriers who hed 1t,
but they nay have had it in the Grand ileet.

Do vou know if radar was used on those shilps at MIDWAXY?

I think not, they were not viewed with confildence yet.

Do vou know when they were first installed and first used?

I don't know but vhen I went to the Arsenal at KULE, 1

— e

saww the grids on the ISE and HYUGA. 1t was in august 1942

" .
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after MIDVAY, I !pposed that they must havig@heen installed
N

on better ships ut then.

Did any aircraft carriers have radar?

Nog

While cruising to MIDWAY wes radio silence observed?
I'here was radio silence,

Was an interpreter radio guard stood on CW or voice freq-
uencyv?

There was nothing but curiousity, there was not a real
gNard.,

During passage en route HIDWAY, were flight operations
conducted or carried out?

fraining flights for about two days (Weather bad); anti-
submarine pacrols every day.

dow about combat air patrols?

No, did nct send up fighter »nlanes, however bombers went
OuL LOoDKANEZ for submWarines,

i-’—1 "

ine day before the battle or two dhys before the battle,
did vou heve fightsrs in the air?

ather was so bad, didn't put them up, couldn't have
sean micn anyway.

wnet nwaber and tvpes of planes were used for Anti-submarine
patirols, fighters or bombers?

Q7 type attack planes,
How meny planes would be out at one time and how far?

Four planes were used for Anti-submarine patrol, searching
out &t a distance of about 40,000 meters.

In the operations at night did the carriers form a column?
AL night 1t was the samz ring formation.

Were the destrovrers stationad astern of the carriers in
cruising Tormsticn?

£ll cutslide The elrcle,
When landing and launching planes also? '

Thev were 500 or 6500 meters astern et time of recovery of
planes,

#hien you launched or recovered planes did all ships turn
into the wind or just the carrier that was landing planes?

It was 2ll at the same time if it was a long operation,
Otherwise in short operation the single carrier maneuverad.

Did it mcke any difference how far they were from the enemy?

It has nothing to do witli that élstance,

..9...
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How did thc’la‘nes find their way baclt' the ship, did
yvou heve vodio homing cdeviee?

Only radlo,
Did the ship send out a signal®

1anas nade their attack, they were to come

Any homing device?

o, we had none, only on request from the pilot would ship

o - :1 -~ - -~ 'y O
S'\.Jllj'-..l. T':']..l.f‘ ::‘nuk-.'-:ttn.} &

Do vo know cnyone ot KURE who was engaged in sweeplng |

T don't know anything cbout it, suggest you go to Tl
I,inison Officer ond get in touch that weay,

1S

Have you bzen in ¥URE lately?

Only in 1942,

Do you lnow if HARUNA was damaged ot MLNILA, that is av
the boginning of the war, 3 December 1941, or at MIDWAY?Z

I didn't hoor anvthing of it, though JARUNA at both MANILA
and MIDWAY,

Do you know anytiing about tiac ISE and HYUGA?
I think it woen't cry good .as an cxperimnent,

yhat type of operctional ilosses . -were incurrcd - normal
operctions that is, when landlng on the carrier?

Very little of it, they would run over the end somectlmncs,
Nothing big, but sometlilcs overshooting or undershooting,
cotting into the barricode, etc.

CHART
O (DD)

O (DD) SR ED
() KIROSHIMA (BB)

0 (DD) 0 HIRYU (CV) 0 AKAGI (CV) O (DD)

() (DD) 0 SORYU (CV) | KAGA (CV) 0 (DD)

0 HYEI (BB) +
¢ (DD) - (HARUNA) ~0.(DD)

0 (DD) 0 (DD)




