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Wikipédia

Projeto de enciclopéedia

colaborativa, universal e

multilingue



Students' use of Wikipedia as an academic
resource — Patterns of use and perceptions of
usefulness

Neil Selwyn * & &, Stephen Gorard ®

Show more

+ Add to Mendeley <& Share =8 Cite

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.iheduc.2015.08.004 Get rights and content

Highlights

» Draws on survey data examining 1658 undergraduate students' uses of

digital technologies for academic purposes.

CIS7.5% of students report using Wikipedia for their academic work, wi

4.0% of these considering it ‘very useful’

» Use and perceived usefulness of Wikipedia differs by students’ gender;
year of study; cultural background and subject studied.

»  Wikipedia mainly plays an introductory and/or clarificatory role in
students information gathering and research.



Thompson, Neil and Hanley, Douglas, Science Is Shaped by Wikipedia:
Evidence From a Randomized Control Trial (February 13, 2018). MIT Sloan
Research Paper No. 5238-17, Available at SSRN:

or

Incorporating ideas into Wikipedia leads to those ideas being used more in the scientific literature. We
provide correlational evidence of this across thousands of Wikipedia articles and causal evidence of it through
a randomized control trial where we add new scientific content to Wikipedia. In the months after uploading it,
an average new Wikipedia article in Chemistry is read tens of thousands of times and causes changes to
hundreds of related scientific journal articles. Patterns in these changes suggest that Wikipedia articles are
used as review articles, summarizing an area of science and highlighting the research contributions to it.
Consistent with this reference article view, we find causal evidence that when scientific articles are added as
references to Wikipedia, those articles accrue more academic citations.
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Modular
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