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P REF A CE

FAST SERMONS.

SHOULD any One afts < If'by dees this
< Author publifb bis Sermons, wwken the Laft
« 75 gone end forgotten ”—For this very
Reafon LIz publifies, that the Iaft, though gone,
may not be forgotten.  That Ve may remember
the Sins we coufefjed, and the Miferies we de-
precated. Remember the Vows of GO D, which
are flill upon Us; and the Snares of Death,
gubich are fiill around us.

Should it be farther afked; < Why does Iz
““ obtrude Himfelf on the Publick, when fo many
«eminent Writers bave already made their
<« dppearance ? Does He bring with him any
“ diftinguifred Excellency of Compofition? Any
¢ fuperior Force of Argument, or uncommon De-
“¢ licacy of Sentiment 2”—No fuch Thing, He
prevends to nothing refined or extraordinary, He

affelts
1



iv PREFACE.

affeftsneither brilliantThon polifbed Style,
Equally remote from nice CriXc¥npand profound
Learning, bis Difcourfes ave ffudion) plain, and
brought down tothe Level of the meaneft Capacity.

« JVhat then is bis Motive 2”—This is the
very Truth. In feveral of the Sermons publifbed
o1z this Occofion, the one Thing meedful feems
to be cverlooked. CHRIST and bis free
Grace, CHIRIST and bis great Salvation, arr
either totally omitted, or but flightly touched . —
Where thofe ore but flightly touched, the Door of
Hope and the C.ty of Refuge are fbewn, as it
were through a Mipt, dimly and indiftinétly. 117
bave no more than a tranfient Glimpfe of the de-

JSirable Oljecls ; and only fo much Light, as is
Sufficicnt to bewilder, rather than to direff.—
Where they ave totally omutted, the Door of Hope
is barred, and the City of Refuge withdrawn
from our View. In this Cafe, being without
CHRIST, We are without Confolation ; and
may juftly complain with the raourning Propbet,
The COMEFORTER, that fhould relicve
our Souls, is far off.

Tbrough the following Difcourfes, a conffai.t
Regard is paid to the Redemption which is in
CHRIST FESUS; to Iis all-atoning Bleod,
and everlafting Righteoufuefs. HWhich are the
grand Means both of comforting our Hearts,
and fanftifying our Nature.— Indeed the prin-

cipal



PREFACE. v

cipal Aim of the Whole, is, To difplay the un-
Searchable Rickes of C HRIST; the matchlefs
Ffficacy of bis Death ; and that perfelt Freenefs,

s awith which all bis invaluable Bencfits are be-
ﬁowed.—To thofe who believe, HE is pre-
cious; and to Thofe whao are convinced of Sin
thefe falutary Truths will be their own beft Re-
commendation. Szch Readers will excufe a Mul-
titude of Blemifbes, provided they find JESUS,
eobich was cruc fied 5 JILSUS, who is the Defire
¢f Nations; JESUS, than whom no other
Foundation can be laid, cither for prefent Ifo-
linefs, or fuiure Iappiic/s.

As thefe Sermons are not preached to grati-
[y a curious Tafte, ueither are tocy publifbed
with any fond Profpect of reforming a finful
Nation. Sincerely asthe Author loves bis Country,
andardenblyas be defives theSalvation of bis Coun-
trymen, He is not fo vainly fauguine in bis Ex-
pectations.—LBut this He-will venture to afjert;
That, if ever a Refermation is produced, it muf?,
under the Influence of the Liteinal SPIRIT, be
produced ¢y the Doffrines of free Grace, and
Fuftification thro' @ RE YE L MER's Righ-
teoufnefs. Till thefe Doflrines are generally in-
culcated, the moft eloguent Harangues from the
Pulpit, or the moft correct Differtations from the
Prefs, will be no better than a pointlefs Arrow,
and a broken Bow.

This

\
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This alfo He will venture to hope ; That the
Difcourfes may, bere and there, meet with fome
poor Sinncr, who is_fmitlen with a Senfe of Guilt,
and alarmed with Apprebenfionsof Danger. Who
defires nothing fo much as to find a Refling-
Place; where be may be free from the Terrors of
Confcience, and fafe in the Day of Trouble.
Tbhis Freedom and this Safety are to be Jound
only, are to be found infallibly, in the bleffod
JESUS, aud the Blood of Sprinkling. If fuch
& Reader, by the fvllowing Puges, is condutted to
this divine Sanffuary, the 11riter is fatisfied ;
is rewarded ; enjiys the utimgft of his Wifbes.,

T Leir inflead of foliciting tie Foice of Fame,
or ccveting the IWrcath of Honmour; inftead of
giving bimfelf any Concern, about the officious
Criticks He will thankfully adore that Almighty
Hand, which confirmeth the Word of his
Servant, and performeth the Counfel of his
Meflengers *.  For Ob! how infipid is the
Praife of Men, compared with the exalted Plea~
Jure of glorifying GOD, and edifying an immortal
Soul! How barmlefs is Defamation from a Fel-
low Creature,when our great CREATOR  fmilegs
and is pleafed, by weak Things, and by Things
that are defpifed t, 20 accomplifb the Purpofes
of bis infinite Grace, and everlafting Love !

* [fai. xliv. 26. + 1 Cor. i. 27, 28.

" SER-



SERMON I

The Time of Dan gf

Hesz. xi. 28.

Through Faith He kept the Paffover, and the
Sprinkling of* Blood, lef He that defiroyed
the Firft-born, Jhould touch them.

F We' confult the Hiftory to" which thefe
Words refer, We fhall find the Ifraclites

in a State of great Afli®ion, The Egyp-
tians opprefled them ; very heavily laid the Yoke
upon them; and made their Lives bitter with
bard Bondageo—The Mifery of his People GOD
pi;ies, and is refolved to redrefs. Accordingly
he fends Mofes, in the Quality of his Ambaf-
fadour, to Pharach King of Egyt, demanding
theig Releafe. The King moft infoleatly replies g
Who is the LORD, that I fhould obey his Voice,
1o let Urael go? I know not the LORD, neither
will I let Ifrael go, GOD, to chattife his Info-
lence and Obftinacy, infliéts a Variety of Plagues,
on Him and his Subjedts, In Contempt of all
which, Pharaoh hardens his Heart; perfifts in his
B Dif-
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Difobedience ; and refufes to Jet the People go.—At laft,
fays the LO RD I will bring one Plugue more upon
Pharaoh and upon Egypt * 5 which fhall infallibly ac-
complith my Purpofc. Be their Hearts hard as the
nether Mill-ftone, this fhall make them fecl. PBe'
“aheir Refolution ftubborn as an iron Sinew, this fhall
“make it bend. About Midnight I will go out into
the Midft of ¥ g} pty and ull the l'u/i born in tb£ Land of
Egypt fpall dic A
But as the I[ aclites then dwelt in Egypt, how
fhould they be fate amidft the general Defolation ?
The LORD duelts A7fis to a Method ; which
fhould effeftually feccure the Families of Ifrael,
while Death cntered into all the Habitations of the
Egyptians. 'I'he Method—its Execution—and Suc-
cefs—are all fpecified in the Text. By Faith Mofes
kept the Paffivery and the Sprinkling of Blood, left He
that deflvoyed the Fivfl-barny fhould touch theme Where
‘We may obferve,

I. A very dreadiul Danger ; intimated by the Dea

. flruclion of the Lirfl-born.

II. A Mecthod of Security from this Danger ; ef-
felted by keeping the Paffover, and the Blood of
Sprinkling.

1II. The Succefs of this Method, denoted by
the Deftroyer not fo nmuch as touching them.

The good LORD enable Us to open and &pply
the Words, thus divided! Then, we fhall fee their
Suitablencfs to the prefent Occafion ; and, I hope,
feel their falutary Influence on our Souls,

* Exod. xi. 1. + Exod. xi. 4, 5.
3 I A
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Y. A very drcadful Danger intimated by The Des
Orustion of the Firfi-born. The LORD had al-
ready put his Hand to the Sword. It was even now
drawn from the Scabbard, and had reccived 2 Com-
miffion to go forth. To go forth, that very
Night; to walk through all .he Land of Egypt; and
to be bathed, before the Morning-Light, in the
Blood of the Firftsborn. A/ the Firft born, from
the haughty King that fat on the Throne, even to
the blavc that toiled at the Mill, and the very Sheep
that ycancd in the Field.—Tremendous, as well as
inevitable Blow! O, what an Alarm will it create,
and what AfiliGtion will it fpread ! Make cvery Heart
fad, and every Houfe a Scene of Mourning.,  There
Jhall be a great Cry throughout all the Land of Egypt,
Juch as there was none like ity nor fhall be like it any
more ¥,

And is not the prefent Time, a Time of immi-
nent Danger? Arc not the Judgments of the Al-
tnighty, now, abroad in the World? Have not
Yaithquakes fhaken Kingdoms, and rent the Foun-
dations of Naturc? Have they not fpread Terror
thrqugh our own and diftant Nations ; laid wealthy
Towns and magnificent Cities in Ruinj and fwal-
lowed up or deftroyed unknown Multitudes of our
Fellow-Creatures ?

Is w0t the Sword of Slaughter drawn! Has not
War hung out her bloody Flag ? Are not the Flames
kindled in Europe and America; on the Land and on
the Ocean? Are they not gathering Strength daily ;

* Exod. xi. 6.
B 2 fpreading



Py The Time of Danger.

fpreading their Rage continually; and threatening to
over-run all ? .

If we were evidently fuperior to our Enemies in
Number and Power, in Vigilance and Unanimity,
yet the Events of Battle are uncertain, The Battle
15 not always to the Strong *. Succefs and Vitory
depend upon a Hand, higher than the Arm of Flefh.
Without me, faith the LORD, they pall bor down
under the Prifoners, and they fball fall under the Slain 1.

But are We not at War with one of the moft
potent, infidious, enterprizing Kingdoms in the
World? 1s there not great Reafon to fuppofe, that
they will foon be joined by their Neighbours the
Spaniards 2 And if we have been worfted by one,
how fhall We contend with their united Force ?—
Confidering the Situation and Behaviour of the un«
grateful Auffrians, have We not Caufe to fufpect the
Jun&ion of a third Popifh Power againft our Re-
ligion and Liberty ? Will not the Court of Rome,
with all her bigotted Adherents, urge and inftigate
them to be active in this Confederacy 1? Will they
not, at this JunCture—the moft favourable for the
Profecution of their Purpofe, that any Age has af-
torded, or their own fanguine Zeal can defire—will

* Ecclef. ix. 11. + Ifa. x. 4.

1 I am informed, that when the Pope heard of the
Alliance, lately eftablithed between the Hou'es of
Bourbon and Auftria, firengthened by the unexpeéted Ac-
ceflion of Rufia, he cried out with an Air of Triumph,
Oadmirabile Commercium Generis bumani ! Admirable Affo-
ciation of Mankind ! Promifing himfelf, I {uppofe, from
this remarkable Turn of Affairs, fuch Advantages to the
Caufe and Intereft of Popery, as excceded even all
his Hopes.

they
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they not exert their- utmoft Ability, to cruth ‘the
Proteftant Caufe, and extirpate the Proteftant
Name *?

" Should the Enemy make a Defcent upon our Ifland,
what can we expe&, but that our Ifland be turned
into a Field of Blood ? They, who have always been
jealous of our Power and Influence, have now added
Rage to their Jealoufy. Their Refentment, like the
burning ficry Furnace, is heated feven Times hotter
than tfual. We fhould certainly find them, as the
Scripture {peaks, a bitter and bafly Nation +. And
without the Spirit of Prophecy may venture to de-
clare ; Woe be to England, if GOD fhould now
deliver it into the Hands of the Fremch,

Some, perhaps, may cry; ¢ Thefe Fears are all
¢ chimerical. There is no Greund for fuch dif-
¢ couraging Suggeftions. We don’t queftion, but
«¢ we fhall be a Match, and more than a Match for
 our AdVerfaries.”—To this confident Beafting, let
not my Tongue, but let the Courfe of Events, let the
Difgofals of Providence reply.—Have we, then, been
fuperior in the Day of T'rial ¢ Alas ! Have we not loft
MMinorca? Is not Ofwego gone? A General flaiu, and

* The French and Auftrian Minifters, it fecr.-, have
long been concerting Meafures, to tear up the Z¢.ormed
Religion by the Roots; and not to leave a Pr r-itant up.
on the Face of the Earth. This exccrable }'lot is dif-
covered by the Sagacity and A&ivity of the King of
Pruyia; is averred and proved in his Memc.:ials lately
publithed. If that Hero and his Army thocld tall before
their Enemies, what can hinder the Exccution of this
horrid Defign ? It may puzzle the acuteft Politician, to
aflign any buman Means, f{ufficient to ftand as a Barrier.

+ Hab. i. 6.
B 3 his
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his Army cut in Pieces ? An Admiral condemned to
be fhot to Death, and his Flect defeated by an infe-
rior Number of the Enemies Ships? Are not Rava-
ges and Depredations made almoft centinuaily upoh
our Colonics in America; and horrible vnbeard-of
Cruclties committed by the Savages, on the Perfons
of our Fellow-Subjedts ? What have we reaped fiom
the late Campaign, but Difappoistmcnt, Lofz, and
Shame ?

Are not all thefe Things apparently apainff "u-?
‘Wiill they not difpirit our Men, and ewn .cen our
Foes? Wil they rot make our Alin s barwwerd to
come in with thair Succours, aud renda ~he Povers
that arc unengeged, arrad o coclare themicives on
our Side?

All thefc Chcumbtences confidered, the prefent
Tine appears to be a Finme of uncommon 1Jonger :
Affairs, o cwhere-cvarve wad, wean a iowing Af-
pect. Cur Siy oo Lot weith Gpordsy and there is the
Sownd of Abuncaree o Lainke Judgments feem, more
than feem to be hoverine all avound us,  How foon
they ray fall, GO ouly kinows !

I GUD indced wwere for us, we might truft and
not be afraid.  We might lock Danger i the Face,
and boldly fay 5 7200 foall be again?? Us 4 ?~—But is
this the Cufc? Are we a righteous Netion that keep-
eth the Trutht ? Is there fufficient Rezron to l)c‘iicvc,
that the Holy ONE of Jjra/is our Dcfence P—Are
we not, on the contrary, a finful Generation; a
Pcople laden with Iniquity ? Is there not abundant
Reafon to fear, ldt our GO fhould fay, in ter-

1 Kings xviii. 41, 4 Rom.viii, 31, § Ifai. xxvi. 2,

ziblg
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rible Indignation; They are joined to Idols, let them
alone ¥ ?—In order to determine this Point, let Us
examine our Ways. Nothing can be more praper
for a Day of Humiliation. Are not 7/¢, like the
Egyptians, in a State of great Danger, if we confider

1. The Sins of our Nation,
2. The Fudgments of GOD denounced upon fuch
Sins.

3. The certain Execution of thofe Judgments, un-

efs we fly r the epprinted Refuge.

I. Confider the Sirs of 0: - Wetion,  Here I fhall
mention fome, and only fir-c of rhefe Abumina-
tions ; which, wherever they are iound, cannot
fail to provoke the Eves of GOD's Glory; and
render, either a Ferfon or a cople, ripe for his Ven-
geanai,

The Clriffiar Soblath is an ineflimable Privilege to
the Church of C2fRIST. Itisa Pledge of GOD%s
diftinguiihing Love.  Itis a hanpy Means of build-
ing us up in Knowledge ; of eflablithing Us in Faith;
and preparing Us for our everlaftin y Reff.—Yet is it
npt thamefully pro-aued, in City and in Country?
What Multitudes wufte it in idlenefe, or fquander
it away in unedify.ng Converfation? Making it by
far the moft ulclefs and contemptible Day of the
Weck.—This they do, even thouzh GCD ftriltly
charges, faying; Remember ye the Sabbath Day, not
barely to abftain from your ordinary Works, but to
keep it holyt 5 devoting it entirely to hely Purpofcs,
and religious Exercites,—This they do, cven though
GOD folemnly threatens, faying; If ye will not

.

* Hof. iv. 17, + Exod, xx. 8.
B4 hearken
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Fearken unto me, to ballow the Sabbath-Day; then will
I kindle a Fire in your Gates, and it fhall devour the
Palaces of Jerufalem, and it fhall not be quenched *.

Is not the Name of GO D, great, wonderful, and
holy? Ought it not to be ufed with the deepeft Ve-
neration, and magnified above all ‘Things ? But is it
not audacioufly difthonoured, and impioufly blaf-
phemecd ? Difhonoured by cuftomary and wanton,
blafphemed by falfe and perfidious Swearing ? Has
not the moft High G OD declared, That he will in
no wife hold fuch daring Wretches guiltle(s! Yet,
how do thefe daring Wretches fwarm, like the Lo-
cufts of Society, in our polluted Land? O Ergland,
how is thy Air tainted with this Dreath of the infer-
nal Pit! How do thy Streets refound, moft horribly
refound, with this Language of Hell! And will not
the Almighty LORD) make Thee know—know,
by bitier Experienge, what that mcancth, which is
fpoken by his Prophet? Becaufc of Swearing, the
Land mowrncth +.  Mourneth under affli&ing Vifita-
tions, and defolating Judgments,

Is not the Scripture a fingular Blefling ? Yes; Itis
celebrated by the Plalmift, as the fovereign Blefing ;
that which crowns the other Inftances of divine
Goodnefs ; He fhewed bis I¥ord unta Jacob, his Sta-
tutes and Ordinances unto racl, It is alfo celebrated,
as 2 moft diftinguithing Blefling, from which Multi-
tudes are excluded ; He hath not dealt fo with all Na.
tionsy neither have the Heathen Knowledge of his Lawws |,
Should not then the Scripture be precious to our Souls ;
more precious than fine Gold; fweeter alfo than

* Jer. xvii. 27.  Jer. xxiii. 10, | Pful, cxlvii. 39, 20,

Honey,
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Honey, and the Droppings of the Honey-Comb ?
Should we not exercife ourfelves in it, Day and
Night *; reading it by Day, meditating on it by
*Night? Should we not make it the moft delightful
Subject of our Converfation? Talk of it to cur Chil-
dren, our Domeftics, our Neighbours ; When We
lie down and rife up; when We walk by the Way
and fit in the Houfe + ?—But where are the Perfons,
who bear fuch a fuperlative Efteem for the Bible ?
Where is the Company, that delights to converfe on
thofe Oracles of T'ruth? Where are the Parents,
that diligently inftrué¥ their Children, and feed them
with the Mulk of the Word ? Diverfion, of every
Kind, engages their Attention, and the moft trifling
Impertinence employs their Tongue 5 but the
LORD’s Word is infipid, if not irkfome. His
‘Word is treated even by Protettants, as the Manna
was treated by the Jfraclites, Who had the Ingratitude
and Impudence to fay; our Soul loatbeth this light
Bread t. A Plague from the LORD of Hofts
was the Confequence of their contemptuous Treat-
ment of the Meat that peritheth. Of how much forer
Punifhment fhall we be thought worthy, who contemn
the F ood, which endureth to everlafting Life!

GOD hath referved the Unjuft, faith the Scrip-
ture, unto the Day of Judgment, to be punithed;
chisfiy thofe who walk after the Fleb, in the Lufts of
Uncleannefs || Is not this Tniquity rampant among
the Inhabitants of England ? What lewd Pi€tures are
expofed to View ! What filthy Writings are fuffered

* Pfal. i, z. t Deut.vi. 7. 3 Numb, 2. g

§| 2 Per. il. 10,
ta
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to fee the Light ! Fucl for Luft, and Incentives ta
Debauchery.—What is Wit, in our IJays, but ci-
ther fome lafcivious Fiinz, or me licentious abufe
of ‘ncnpmrc’ Are not the wanton Ente tainmaents of ¢
the £ 30, aad othor Senxion des of T ewdiefe, coun-
tenanced, fupporiud, thivnred 2 Can you acquit
our Cities and Fev-an i mem 1(..», ]\‘cv:lilngﬁ,
and abominable T xcriis: Ale net V"db, and all
Sorts of Filthineis, fiui ie ovr Shuts? 1f fo, hear
the Word of the LURD ; aud Lit it fink decp jnto
every Heart. When I hal £ the 1 ts the /, H thy
then committed Aduitoryvy a d aflivhlnd t 5 hy
Traa;‘s in the Haslsts Houpls, ‘L’. e .75/ /1 1lifs
in the Morning: Eovoy one uu‘\/’. Daftes i Nk
bour’s Wife.  Shall I net vt for i fc The 758 Joith
the Lord, And fbill nct my Ssul be U.’,’;.II"Lw cii fuh a
Nation as this *?

Is not Religion, wvital Riligion, very mnuch upon
the Decline, even ameng the Serious? Do not wany
Profeffors, quitc mﬂ‘tntc ot the Power of God-
linefs, content themfcives with the mere Iorm?
Whereas, If any, in [mitation of the firll Belicvers
and the firft Preachers, are alive to (G )1, and zca-
lous for the LORD of Hofts; the orfone, in-
ftead of being encowraged, are opp.wed; Lifead of
being efteemed, aie repu\..uh cdo=—Lus t. <h Perfons
even the malignant Spivt could bear VWitnc v Tiofe
Men are the Scﬂ-fm!s of the muff hirh GOD, wha
Jhew unto us the Fy'oy of Suivaiivn to But among Us,
who call ourfclves Chriitiaus ; who pigr e ouefclves
upon being the purcft Church i Chrifendon; a-

* Jer.v. 7,8, 9. 1 A&s xvi. 1y,
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mong Us, fuch Perfons are decmed the Vifionaries
of the Age, the Difturbers of Society, the Men that
would turn the I¥orld upfide down*. ‘The Minifters
who are moft faithful, and the People who are moft
excmplary, are a Derifion and a Bye-Word among
their Neighbours.  Vhus, in Ifrael, They mocked the
Meffingers of GOD, and defpifed bis TV-rds, and
mifufed bis Propbets.  But it was to the Confufion
of thofe Scoffers, and the Ruin of their Country.
For,the Wrath of the LORD arofe againft his People
£l thive was no Remedy.  Thercfore Ie brought upon
then t' > King of the Chaldees, who flewv their young
Men with the Scordy in the Hu: fo of their Sunéiuary
ard ad 1o Compaijion upon young Lien or Meideny old
Hary or Liw that plroped [1 Aoc te

Arc we not abandoncd to a Spirit of carnal Conf-
diie ” When do we ddcover any Reliance on the
Almighty, &rafenbe any of our Succefs to his gra-
cious , weroition! Tt is not G CD, but our Sword,
that fhail help us. Or, it any unicen Power is ac-
knowl. dged, it is not the LORID of Hofts, but
good Furtune. Orc wwould ulmolt imagire, that we
swere afhamed of a eavenly Ally; and thought it a
Diforace, to own ourfelves dependent on Omnipo-
tence. ls not fuch a T'emper a national Infatua-
tion, and th: Harbinger of nationul Judginents ?
Budekiahy and the Mcen of Fudab, torgot or negle@-
ed the Rock of their Salvation, and made Pharaoh’s
Army their Confidence. But fee, what wzs the Ifluc;
or hear it from the Mouth of HIM, who fultillcth
the Word of his Scrvants.  Though e had fmitten

¥ Ads xvii. 6. + 2 Chron. xxxvi. 16, 17.
the



12 The Time of Danger.

the whole Army of the Chaldeans that fight againfl you,
and there remained but wounded Men among them, yet

Jhould they rife up every Man in his Tenty and burn this
C.ty with Fire ®.

Should you fay,- This is a falfc Charge. Have we
not, this very Day, publickly acknowledged, That,
¢ without the divine Aid, the wifeft Counfels of
¢ frail Men, and the Multitude of an Hoft, and
< all the Inftruments of War, are but weak and
« vain?”” Have we not likewife exprefsly dcclared,
That ¢ not confiding in the Splendour of any
¢ Thing that is great, or the Stability of any Thing
¢ that is ftrong here below, we do moft humbly
¢« flce to the LORD for Succour, and put our T'ruft
<t under the Shadow of his Wings + > I would to
GOD, we believed that Acknowledgement, and
a&ted conformable to #.is Declaration. We fhould
then be very diligent to propagate Religion, among
our Soldiers and Sailors. We fhould feek for fuch
Officers and Commanders, as arc Men fearing GOD.
Woe fhould be as deflirous to eftablith our Troops in
Godlinefs, as to train them up in military Difcipline.
But is it thus with our Army? ls it thus with our
Navy? Vifit 2 Man of War. You will think your-
fclf, not in one of the Bulwarks of our Ifland, but
in a httle Hell.  Obferve the Gentlemen of the
Sword. Concerning the Generality of them, you
will have Realon to afk ; are thefe Chriftians ? Are

* Jer. xxxvii. 10.

i 'The Form of Prayer appointed for the Faft,

thev
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they not incarnate Devils * ?—And can we exped,
that the infinitely pure GOD will go forth with
Juch Hofts? Will he not rather become their Enemy,
and fight againft them + 2

‘What Ignorance prevails, efpecially among the lower
Ranks of People ! The groffeft Ignorance of themfelves
and of GOD our SAVIOUR; the grofleft Ignorance
of Grace and Salvation by a REDEEMER’s Righ-
teoufnefs ; the grofleft Ignorance of the very firft
Principles of our holy Religion. To do Evil, they
areswife. But to do Good; to believe in 7ESUS
CHRIST; to love and glorify HIM who bought
Sinners with his Blood ; to do all, to do any of this,
they have no Knowledge. And is it a fmall Mat-
ter to be thus Children of Darknefs 2 Is not the Soul
alienated from the Lifc of GOD through Igno-
rance { ? oes not this difpleafe the moft high
G OD, and provoke the Holy One of Ifrael? Let
his own Word determine. It is a People of no Un-
derflanding, therefore He that made them will not have
Mercy on themy and He that formed them, will fhew
thom no Favour §. Are thefe impotent Menaces ?

° * Does this found harfh ? Or will any other Part of the
Charge, advanced in thefe Difcourfes, prove offenfive ?—
1 am forry there fhould be any Occafion for fuch Lan-
guage, But I dare not retrait it; I muft not fofien it ;
nq, nor apologize for it. ‘I'hus much, however, | will
fay, borrowing the Words of Yob, If i be not jo now,
let Expericnce make me a Liar, asd in this Cafe make my
Specch nothing avorth. Job xxiv. zg5. Delirous as I am
of fpeaking Truth, here I fhull rejoice to be conviéted of
Falthood.

+ Ifai. Ixiii, 10. T Eph. iv. 18, § Ia. xxvii. 1e.

Made
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Made onlly to be conternned ! ‘Then we may difmifs
our Fears. But if they are the word of GOD,
which liveth and abideth for ever; then We have
Reafon to cry, « What will become of Eugland 27

In a Word; Religion, both as to Knowledge and
Praftice, was never at fo low an Kbb, fince the
Rcformation took Place.  Nor Luxury, and Immo-
rality of every Kind, at fuch an enormous Height.
—Where now are our Rulers? are they zcalous
for GOD, and valiant for the Tiuth? Have they
Courage to ftem the Torrent; or to oppofe the
Overflowings of Ungodlinefs ?—\Vhere are the
Grandecs and Magiftrates ! Warm  with gene-
rous Indignation, do they fnatch the Spear; and
like the gallant Phineas, {mite through tae Loins of
Iniquity ?—Alas ! Have net our great Men altoge-
ther broken the Yoke, and burfl the Bonds ¥ 2 Arc they
not, generally fpeaking, the Ringlcadeis in Tranf-
greffion ; as eminent for their Contcmpt of GOD,
as for the Affluence of their Circumitances? Yza,
the Hand of the Princes and Rulers hath bocir chicf in
the feveral Trefpaffes +.  DBut will that Dignity,
which they have abufed ; will that Authority, which
was lent them for better Purpofes; will thofe Dif«
tin&ions be a Security to ‘Them or their Country, in
the Day of Vifitation ?—Hear what the righteous
LORD fays, who is higher than the higheft, and
able to exccute all his Decrees: 1t is the Sword of
the great Men that are flain, which entercth into their
privy Chambers. I have it the Point of the Sword
againfi all their Gates, that their Hearts may faint, and

* Jer.v. 5o + Ezraix, z.
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their Ruins be multiplied*. Gates, be they ever fo
ftrongly fortified, or ever fo carefully guarded, are
no Defence againft the point of JEHOV AH’s Sword.
And if Sin is fuffered to enter, Judgments will affur-
édly follow. Judgments will follow even the moft
powerful and wealthy Sinners; will purfue them,
like an eager Blood-Hound ; will haunt them like a
difmal Ghoft; will force a Way into their Palaces,
nay, into their clofeft Retirements ; and never remit
the Chafe, till Fuinting of Hrart ends in multiplied
Ruing in the Ruin of Themfelves, their Families,
their Country.

Amidft all thefe crying Evils are We rot pre-
SJumptusufly fecure? s there not a deplorable Spirit
of Stupidity which blinds our Eyes, and renders our
Hearts infenfible ? Scarce any onc lays thefe Mi-
feries and Dangers to Heart.  Who mourneth for
the Abominations of the Land? Who ftirreth up
himfelf to call’'upon G OD? If fo be, He may yct be
entreated, and have Mercy upon Zisn.—Are We
not too much like the intoxicated Sinners of the old
World! They caty they drani s they bought, they folds they
planted, they builded.  They gave themfelves wholly
up to fenfual Gratifications, and inferior Cares ; dif-
regarding all the Admonitions of Nah, and all the
Tokens of impending Vengeance. Till the divine
Long-Suffering ceafed ; the univerfal Flood came
andy with irrcfiftible Violence, ficept them al! away t.
—Are we not in the Condition of thofe fupine
fenfelets People, fpoken of by the Prophet Ze-
phaniah £ 1t fhail come to pafs at that Day, that I will

* Ezck. xxi. 14, 15. + Luke xvii. 27.
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Search Jerufalem with Candles, and punifv the Min
that are fettled upon their Lees: That fuy in their
Heart, The L O R D will not do Good, ncither will He
do Evil. And may we not juftly expe& their awful
Doom ? Therefore their Goods fball become a Booty, and
their Houfes a Defolation,  Their Blood fhall be poured
out as Dufl.  And their Flefb as the Dung. Neither
their Silver nor their Gold fhall be able to deliver them,
in the Day of the LORD’s IWrrthy but the whole
Land fball be devourcd ly the Fire of his Fealoufy *.

As a farther Aggravation of our Crimes,"have
‘We not been incorrigible, amidft the moft compulii.e
and the.moft winning Motives to Amendment?—We
have been vifited with a contagious Diftemper among
our Cattle; which, We were apprchenfive, might
have introduced 2 Plague among the human Race.
From this Fear We have been delivered. But are
We delivered from our evil Works, and have We
renounced all Ungodlinefs ?—~Rebcllion broke out in
our Ifland, and threatened to overthrow our Pro-
teftant Government, and deprive Us of our reformed
Religion ; threatened to deprive Us of our Liberty
and its Privileges, of our Peace and its Comforts.
This Storm alfo was foon blown over, and Tran-

* Zeph. i. 12, &c.
Tremendous Threat'ning ! Black as Night it flands,
Ficrce as ten Furies, terrible as Hell, .
And fhakes a dreadful Dart ! Misron.

Even the Dart of divine Indignation over a guilty
Land. Yet who is awaked from a ftate of Indolcnce ?
Who is induced to watch and pray ? Who falls down at
the Feet of JEHOV AH, though they fee his Wrath en-
kindling, and hear his Terrors denounced ?

2 quility



The Time of Danger. 17
duility reftored to our Land. But did We return
every one to the LORD our GOD, who dealg
fo gracioufly with us ?—Earthquates have fhat-
tered other Kingdoms; have deftroyed other Ci-
ties: while they only-admonithed, not injured, Us
and ours. Has this Goodnefs, this dJiftinguithing
Goodnefs of GOD, led Us to Repentance ?—Were
We not lately preferved from the moft calamitous of
alt Temporal Lofles? From lofing the precious
Fruits of the Earth ! When the Corn was ripe, and
ready for the Sickle, who can forget the lowering
Sky and the defcending Rains? Which held back the
Hufbandman’s Hand, and forbad the Gatherifg, A
few more Days of fuch unfeafonable Weather, had
inevitably fpoiled the Produce of the Ground, and
deftroyed the Staff of Life. But divine Providence,
at the very Hour of Necd, reftrained the immoderate
Showers ; bid the Sun fhine forth with peculiar
Brightnefs ; and gave us the expe&ted Weeks of the
Harveft. Thus refcuing Us from Famine; per-
haps, from Peftilence: probably, from Mutiny;
certainly, from a ‘T'rain of Evils, the Particulars of

, which we cannot {o much as imagine, But is there
nottco much Ground for the Complaint, fo pathe-
tically urged, and fo frequently repeated by the Pro-
phet; Though I have done all this for You, yet have
Y2 not returned unto me fuith the LOR D *,

Behold, now, the State of our Nation.—Qur
Sins abound, and are grown up to Heaven—Sins of
every, even the moft horrid Kind—Sins among all
Ranks, from the higheft to the lowefi—In our Sins
We perfift ; though wooed, as it were, with the

* Amosiv. 6, 8,9, 10, 11,
C choiceft
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choiceft Mercies ; though made to fmart under va-
rious Judgments ; though threatened with far more
“afflictive Vifitations. And will the great, the
mighty, the terrible GOD always bear with fuch
a People ? Will he receive the moft horrible Indig-
nities, and ftill, ftill refrain himfelf? Surely, He will
fay, with a determined Indignation! Ab, I will eafc
me of mine Adverfaries, and avenge me of mine Enemies*.
—Has he not evidently begun fo fhew Us terrible
‘Things in Righteoufnefs? And what, O! what
may the End of thefe Things be! How dolcful, how
deftru@ive ! Unlefs fovereign Grace interpofe, bring-
ing Us, by Faith in the SON of GOD, to un-
feigned Repentance, and Newnefs of Life.—Some
Notion we may form, concerning the End of thefe
Things, by unfolding the fecond Point.

The Fudgments of GOD, denounced on fuch
Sins.—Where fuch Iniquities prevail, We might
naturally conclude, that the divine Indignation is
awakened, and the divine Vengeance lingereth not.
Is there a GOD? Does He behold the Children of
Men? Is his Nature infinitely pure and holy? Surely
then He cannot, He will not fuffer the moft outra-
geous Violations of his fublime Perfeétions, to pafs
unpunifhed.—Thus we might argue from the Na-
ture of GOD: this we might conje&ure from the
Afpeét of Things. But we have a more fure Word
of Prophecy. In this Word, the /#rath of GOD is
revealed againft all Ungodlinefs and Unrighteoufnefs of
Men+. And fee! in what flaming Colours, by

* Ifai. i, 24. + Rom. i. 18.

what
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what frightful Images, this Wrath is reprefented,
thefe Judgments are defcribed.

They are likencd to @ Lism, rending his Prey.
The LORD had been unto Ephraim as a Moth,
and to the Houfe of Judah as a /¥erm. He had in-
fli¢ed milder Judgments; rebuking them gradually,
and with-holding infcrior Comforts. His judgments
were like a Moth fretting the Garment, or like a
Worm corroding the Wood. In both which Cafes,
the Gonfumption creeps as it werc; the Wafting
precceds filently and flowly.  Thus the chaftifing
JEHOV AH acied ; giving the People Space for Re-
colleétion, and looking for Repentance. But no Re-
pentance was pioduced. They continued irreclaim-
able, adding Sin to Sm.  Then fays the LORD,
I 2cill be unto Ephiaim as a Lion; which, all ficree
and ravenous, 1uflies upon a loncly Traveller. I
will now come forth as an incenfed and irrefitible
Adverfary, and be as a roaring Lion to the Houfe of
Judah. 1, cven £, who am omnipotent will tear,
will deftroy them with a mighty Hand; and g2
away, fatiated with Slaughter and Vengeance. [
will tuke away both Prince and People 5 I will take
away their very Place and Nation ; and uone fhall
have Power to effect, or Courage to attempt, a Re/~
cue ¥, If GOD do thus to perverfe and incorrigible
Judab, why fhould we imagine, that He will deal
otherwife with perverfe and incorrigible England 2

They are deferibed by a Flood.  Now therefare be-
bold, the L O R D bringeth up upen them the Waters of
the Rivery flrong and many, cven the King of Aflyria

* Hof.v. 12, 14,

C 2 and
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and all bis Giory: And He fball come up over all his
Channels, and go over all bis Banks. And he fball pafs
through Judat ; He fball overthrow and go over ; He
Jhall reach even to the Neck, and the Stretching out of
bis Wings fhall fill the Breadth of thy Land, O IM-
MANUEL *. The King of 4fyria and his Army
determined to invade Fudab, are fignified by the /-
ters of the River. Thefe the LORD bringeth up 5
over-ruling the Purpofes of ambitious Princes, and
making even their wicked Defigns fubfervient to his
holy Will.—They are, like the Waters of an im-
menfe Flood, ffrong and many; their Multitude innu-
merable, and their Force unconquerable. For they
thall come, with all their Glory; with their choiceft
Troops, their ableft Commanders, and their whole
warlike Artillery. He fball come up over all bis Chan-
nelsy, and go over all bis Banks ; from all Parts of his
vaft Dominion, his Troops fhall be affembled ;
cach Province fhall be drained of its braveft Inhabi-
tants ; and all unite to render this Expcdition one
of the moft formidable that ever was undertaken.—
H: fball pafs through Judah; not only make Inroads
upon the Frontiers, but pufh his Way through the
Country, and penetrate the very Heart of the King-
dom. He fhall overflow s fpread Terror and Defola-
tion on every Sid , and in every Quarter. He fhall
g0 over Villages, Towns, Cities, Tribes ; and bear
down all before Him. He flall reach even to the
Ne.k ; His Ravages fhall extend even to the royal
City, to the very gates of the Metropolis; threaten-
ing Deftru&ion to the Palace of the King, and the

* Ifai. viii. 7, 8.

Walls



The Time of Danger. 21

Walls of the Temple. The firetching out of his Wings,
the feveral Detachments and Parties of his victorious
Army, /hall fill the Breadth of the Land with Havock,
Slaughter, and Ruin. FYven of thy Land, O 1M-
MAINUEL. Their Relation to thee fhall procure
no Favour, fhall afford no ProteGtion. They have
difhonoured that goodly Namec, wherewith the
were called, Thsrefore that goodly Name fhall no
longer ftand in the Breach, but pour itfelf with the
Torrgnt, and render it irrefiftiblc.—Such an Inun-
dation of Judgments, fo terrible, fo deftructive, have
not We deferved, may not We expect ?

Thefe Judgments are compared to Fire; and
to the fierceft of Fires, that which glows in a Fur-
nace. The Houfe of Urael is to me become Drofs, all
they are Brafs, and Tin, and Iron, and Lead, in the
Midft of the Furnace; they are even the Drofs of Sil-
ver. Therefore thus faith the LORD GOD, be-
caufe Ye are all become Drofsy behold therefore I will -
gather you into the Midft of Jerulalem. A5 they ga~
ther Brafs, and Irony and Tiny and Lead into the Midf}
of the Furnacey to blsw the Fire upoi ity to melt it 5 fo
well I gather You in mine Anger and in my Fury; and
I will leave You therey, and melt You, Yea, I will ga-
ther You, and blow upon You in the Fire of my Wrath,
and Ye jpall be melted in the Midf? thereof *.  Afto-
nithing Words! And they are doubled ! They are
redoubled! In order to alarm the infenfible Sinners.
As the Sword, by being brandithed in many a dread-
ful Circle, over the Criminal’s Head, ftrikes Terrour
into his Apprehenfions, before it docs the Work of

* Ezek, xxii. 18, 19, 20, 21I.
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Vengeance on his Heart.—This Generation is be-
come Brafs, impudent in their Wickednefs. They
have a Whote’s Forchead, they cannot blufh at their
Iniquitics, but glory in their Shame.—They arc Tin;
adcegenerate Race ; Childrenthatare Corrupters. They
have forfaken the good old Way, and fwerved from
the Example of their Fathers.—With Regard to
Hardnefs of Heart, they arc as fron. Impenitent
amidft all their Guilt; obftinatcly tenacious of their
Vices; and not to be wrought upon by any Addref-
fes, not to be reclaimed by any Expedients.—In ano-
ther Refpe&t they arc as Lead; ftupid and fot-
tith ; pliable to Evil, but for any good Purpofe un-
meet; to cvery good Work reprobate.—Becaule
they are fo cxceedingly finful, they fhall be overtaken
by GOD’s Anger, and furiounded by his IFury; as
Metals, catt into the Midf of a Furnace, arc fug-
vounded with the 1aging Heat.  T'he Flame of this
Wrath fhall be blown, as with a vehement Wind,
to its utmoft Height.  In this Furnace they fhall Ze
lejt, to this Wi «hey thall be abandoned ; till, by a
Complicationut .~ i#  uons, refembling the Complica-
tion of their Vices, they are overcome, fubdued,
and even mclted.  So melted, as to be either purgtd
from the Drofs of their Iniquities, or clfc blended
together in one promifcuous Ruin,

Thefe Judgments aic deferibed by the terrible
Reprefentation of an Znd. An End of Affluence
and Profperity, of which we have gloried.  An End
of Power and Strength, in which we have trufted.
An End of all National Bleflings which we have
not improved to G OD’s Honour, but turned into

Licentioufnefs. Thus faith the LORD GOD ; an
Lnd,
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End, an End is come upon the four Corners of the Land.
The Sword without, and the Peftilence and the Famine
within : He that is in the Field fball die with the Sword;
and be that is in the City Peflilence and Famine fball
devour him *. For this we have been ripening, by
an unintermitted Courfe of Ungodlinefs and Lniquity.
And what can be cxpected by an Impenitent People,
hating to be reformed ? ? What? But that Judements,
which have long been fufpended, thould at laft be
infliked ? A Lad is coree—1It is come apon the Land.
It is a* national Vifitation. Not confined to a Dart,
but extending to the whole Kingdom.—Upon the
four Corners of the Land.  No Place fhall be ex-
cmpt ; nothing fecure. Neither that which (eems
to ke moit fecret, nor that which lies moft re-
mote. The Vengeance is univerfal and incvita-
ble.—The Executioners of this Vengeance take
their Stand, w1thm and without, at Home, and A-
broad ; fo that to fly from onc is only to fall into the
Hunds of another, He that is in the Ficld, fhall find
no Way to cleape, but fball dic with the Sword,  Tie
that is in the City fhall obtain no Protellion, but
Fumine and Poftilence fhall dcvsur lim.  Lvery City
{tmll be a Slaughter-Houfe, and cvcry Field a Field
of Blood. In City and Country Sin has prodigi-
oufly abeunded ; therefore in City and Country, De-
folation fhall bc made ; Death fhall be multiplied ;
Mifexies fhall abound.

Thefe are fome of the Images, by which the Judg-
ments and the Wrath of GOD, are repreflented in
the Scriptures. But when all Images are ufed, when
Fancy itfelf is exhaufted, we may truly cry out

* Ezek. vii. 2, 135,
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with the Plalmift ; who knoweth the Power of thine
Anger * 2 1If GOD whet his glittering Sword, and
his Hand take hold on Judgment, what can with-
ftand it, or who can fuflain it? If his Wrath be
kindled, yca but a litde, it fall confume the Earth
with ber Ducreafe 5 it fball fet on Fire the Foundations
of the Mountains, and burn to the loweft Hell t.

Left you fhould begin to fay within yourfelves,
Thefe Threatenings are applicable only to the Fews ;
I proceed to fhew,

3. The certain Execution of thefe or fome fuch
Judgments on Us, unlefs we fly to the appointed
Refuge.

G OD is an infinite Speaker. In his Word, He
addrefles Hinfelf to all Generations of Men, and
to every Individual of the human Kind, where his
holy Revelation is made. It is therefore a certain
Rule, that when any People, cnlightened by the glo-
rious Gofpel, becume, like Jerufalem, univerfally
and incorrigibly corrupt; they do, in ferufalem’s
Doom, read their own.

GOD is the fame Yefterday, to Day, and for
ever. He remembcreth his T'hreatenings, as well us
his Promifes, to a thoufand Generations. Whatfo-
ever, of cither Kind, happencd to our .Forcfathers,
bappened to them as Enfamples to Us.  And whatfo-
ever was wrilten afyretime, was written for our Learn-
ing. Obfirve, it was written, not for our Amufe-
ment, but for cur Learning and Admonition §. That
we may, as in a Mirror, fec our own Pi&u;e, and

learn our own Dettiny.

+ Deat. xxxii. 22. 1 1 Cor. x. 11.

Is

* Pfal. xc. 11.



The Time of Danger. 25

Is it not in a Manner neceflary, for the Manifefta-
gion of GOD’s inflexible Juftice, and his unaltera-
ble Hatred of Sin, that Judgment fhould take their
Courfe, when Iniquity rears its Hcad, and refufes
to be controuled ? At fuch a JunCture does not
every one of the divine Attributes cry aloud? O
LORD GOD, towhon Vingeance belongeth s thou
GOD to whom Vengeance belongethy fhew thyfelf.—
And how can the Juftice of GOD, with Regard to .
a wicked Nation, be fhewn; but by executing his
Venkeance upon them, in temporal Calamities ?

Conlfider, Sirs # the very Effence of political Com-
munities is temporal, purely temporal. It has no
Exiftence but in this World. Hereafter, Sinners
will be judged and punifhed fingly and in a perfonal
Capacity only. How then fhall HE, that 1s Ruler
among the Nations, maintain the Dignity of his Go-
vernment over the Kingdoms of the Earth, but by
infli¢ting national Punifhments, for national Provo-
cations ; and, for final Impenitence, total Deftruc-
tion §

Befides; has not the LORD always a&ed in

.ghis Manner ? .Go back to the Generations of old.
Contemplate Sodon and Gomorrab, and the Cities
about them. Well watered every where, even as
the Garden of the LORD.  Yet this fruitful Land
is made barren, thefe populous Cities are turned into
Athes, for the Wickednefs of them that dwell therein * ;
for their Pride and Idlencfs ; for their voluptuous
and wanton Indulgencies, For which Things Jake, the
Wrath of GO.D not only has come, in former Ages,

* Pfal, cvii, 34.
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and in diftant Nations ; but inevery Age, cometh, and
in every Nation will come, upon the Children of Difa~
bedience ¥,

Pals over to Babylon; the grandeft City that the
Sun ever beheld.  Which fet Calamity at Defiance;;
faying in her Heart, 7 /ball be a Lady for ever +. How
is fhe fallen ; Swept with the Befom of Defiruction !
Not fo much as a Trace or Footftep of her ancicnt
Gloryleft! And fhall we be fafc, when thofe very
Iniquities prevail among Us, which rafed the Foun-
dations of the Babylonifh Metropolis, and overthrew
the Magnificence of the Babyloniem Monarchy ?

Take a View of Conflantinople ; once the moft flou-
rithing Chriftian City in the Wo:ild. Where the fuft
Chriftian Emperor filled the Thione,. and Chryfoftom
that great Chriftian Orator the Pulpit. Then it was
glorioufly enlightened with the Knowledge of
FESUS CHRIST. Grace and Truth dwelt
in it; and the Beauties of Holinefs adorned it.  But
now the Candleftick is removed. Ttjs now given
up to Infidelity and Barbarity. It is now full of Daik-
nefs, and cruel Habitations.

Come hither then ye carclefs ones, and (ce whik
Defolation Sin has made in the Karth, On Account
of Sin, Sadom was confumed, as 10 a Moment; Baly-
lon is totally deftroyed || ; Conflantinapic has loft her

Glory.

* Col.iii. 6.+ IMfai. xlvii. 7. 1 Ifui. xiv. 23.
I Will any, raifed in their own Conccit above the
vulgar Level, ncglet thele Admonitions with 4 Smile
of Difdain? Becaufe they can aflign the fecord Caufis
of fome fuch Evils as have been defcribed, will they
therefore quict their Spirits, amidft the alarming {Proi
pe¢
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Glory. And have /7% a Licence to Sin with Impp-
nity ? Are our Sins lefs heinous, than thofe of other
People? Quite the reverfe.  Confidering the many
Bleflings, which We enjoy as a Nation ; the many
Deliverances We have enjoyed, as a Proteftant Na-
tion; the numberlefs Advantages for religious Know-
ledze and religious Practite, which \Vc both have
enjoyed, and do enjoy, above all the Nations on

fpe® of Judgments from Iieaven —'They have heard
(I mike no doubt) thita miduight Debauch in Badylon
and a popular Sedition in Jerujalem, left the Gates of
the former open to Cirus, and the Walls of the latter
without Defence to Fe/pafian. Peihaps they will fuppofe
that the Overthrow of Soudozz v.as occafioned by the
Shock of an Earthquake ; and that the Fiie from Heaven,
wus produced by fulphureous Exhalations,

Be the Premifes ever fo certain, 1s there anv Thing
rational in the Conclulion ? Tsnotwhatwe tesm the Cows jo
of Nature the inceflint Adminiftration of ProvivLNce?
Are not many of 1t ordinary Appearances, very evident
Indications of a righteous and holy Government, unal-
terably drtermined to punith Sin? Fhe Pocerivand lge
nominy of the lazy Vagabond ; the iJicale of the De-
bauchee, and the Dutiefles of the Spendehiife; are
thefe lefs manifefl Signs of divine Difyleafure, becauf®
.thcy are the immediate FAFe@t of an evil Condnét ? Are
tilty not as certuny the judecial, the penal, as they are
the natural C.nlcquences of Vice?

Let thofe therctore, who fear rot Julgnients, com-
pare Caufes and Events. 1 Indelence, Asarice, and
Venality 5 if Tleafure, Luxry, aud Prodigality ; if
Youth without Principles, ‘L'radefmen without Honefty,
and Nobles without Honour ; it thele are allewed to be
cither provoking Immoralities, o1 fatal Symptoms: I
fear the Ruin of Exglard connot beiar off. GOD Al-
mighty grant, we M umiters may not accelerate the Fall
of our Lountry by neglefing to wain cvery Man and
exhort every Man, to 1eceive the Salvation of CHRIST,

and flec from the Wrath to cume,
Farthe—
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Earth—Confidering thefe Circumftances, our Wick-
ednefs is highly aggravated ; it admits of no Excufe ;
it exceeds the abominable Practices of the Heathens.
V¥hat then can prevent our Ruin!

Will you reply, ¢ We faft and humble our-
¢« fclves before the LORD.”—TI aftk, Do we faft
from Sin?  Are our Faft-Days the Beginning of a
Gofpel Reformation? When weabflain from our daily
Bread, do we turn by Faith to FESUS CHRIST ¢
That, eating his Flefb, and drinking his Blood, we
may live through bhim * 2 Live in Holinefs here, and
live in Glory hereafter, by applying his immaculate
Righteoufnefs to our Souls ?—If this is the Cafe, we
may entertain reviving Hopes. The Scripturc fpcaks
good Words, and comfortable Words, to fuch Peo-
ple; be their Condition ever fo vile, or their Guilt
ever {o great.-—But alas ! are we not juft the fame
Perfons the Day after our Fuft, as we were before ?
As vain in our Converfation, and as forgetful of
GOD? As fond of Folly, and as neplizgent of divine
Gracc? As mad upon our Idols of carnal Gratifica-
tion, and worldly Gain ?—If (o, our Fails are not
an acceptable, no, nor a rcafonable Service; but a2
mere Mockery of the Omnifcient Majefty. May He
not juflly ufe that upbraiding Expoftulation ; 727/
Ye fleals and comiit Addultery, ond Jreear f}z!ﬁ by, and
walk after other Gods, fcrving not the LORD JE.
HOV AH, butdivers Lufts and Pleafures ; and then,
with hypocritical Devotion, flund before me in this
Houfe, which is called by my Name { ?

* John vi. 57, 1 Jer.vii. 9, 10.

Perhaps
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Perhaps you are ready to alledge; ¢ Our Alms
¢ will deliver Us. The Son of §irach exhorts Us,
“ to fhut up Alms in our Store-houfes ; and affures
 us, that they fhall fight for Us againft our Enemies,
< better than a mighty Shield and firong Spear *. And
¢ when was there a greater I'low “of Beneficence
¢ obfervable in our own, or in any Land? What
¢ Sums have been given to the Poor, during this
« f{evere Seafon of Cold and Scarcity ! \Vhat Hof-
< pitals of various Sorts, and other charitable Foun-
¢« datdons, have been fet on Foot, and are fupport-
¢ cd through the Kingdom!”—Let Us beware,
Brethren, left thofe very Things, which We look
upon as our Recommendation, fhiould prove an Of-
fence. If our Alms proceed not irom Faith in FESUS
CHRIST, and an univigned Zedl for the Glory
of GOD ; if they are not accompanied with a Spi-
rit of Love to his Name, and with a Courfe of Obe-
dience to his Commands : hear, what the LORD
himfelf fays concerning fuch Works ; fee, what a
Figure they make in his Sight; and then judge,
swhether they are likely to be a Security to our
Land. 1 hate, I defpife your Feaft-Davsy, and L wild
act fnell in your folemn Affemblics.  Thouzh ye cffir me
Burnt-offerings and your Meat-offerings, Iwill not ac-
cept them s neither will I regard the Peace-offerings
of your fat Beafts. luke thewn away fiom ime the
Noife of thy Songs 5 for Twill not bear the Melody of
thy Viels.  Hymns of Praife, You fee, are no other
than a Noife in the LORID’s Ear; the moft coftly
Services of Religion, are no better than a Smoke in

* Ecclus, xxix. 12, 13.

his
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his Noftrils ; unlefs Fudgment, and the Love of
GOD, run down as a River 5 unlcfs Righteonfnefs,
and the Faith of CHR /ST, abound as a mighty
Stream *.

Do You ftill conceit Yourfelves, that becaufe
there are many righteous Perfons remaining, thev
will ftard in the Gap; they will turn away the An-
ger of the LORD; and be as the Chariots of //-
rael, and the Hoifemen of /i acly to our endangered
State ?#—Hear what a Charge the fupreme JE HO-
V AH gave to his Prophet, when the Provocations of
Ifracl werc rifen to a very high Pitch. Pray not Thou
for this Peopley neither lift up Cry nor Prayer for them,
neither make Interceffions to me: for [ will not hear
Thee +. Amazing and awful Prohibition! Yet it
is repeated again, and again 1.—G OD’s profeffing
People may, by their exceflive Wickednefs, become
fo infufferably loathfome ; that, were the greatefl
Saints to make Supplication in their Behalf, they
thould not prevail.  Though Noub, Daniel, and §ob,
Men mighty in Prayer, and zealous for the Welfare
of their Neighbours ! though thefe three Men, (who
had each by his fingle Interceflion procured Blef-
fings from Heaven) were uniting their Petitions in
the Midft of this profligate Generation; as [ live,
Jaith the LORD GOD, they fhall deliver neither
Sons nor Dangbters ; they only fhall be delivered, but
the Land fhall be defolate .

The Land fhall be defolatc—Doleful Sound ! Difmal

Decree! And has it not long ago, been carried in-

* Amos v. 21, 22, 23, 24. + Jer. vii, 16,
1 Jer. xi. 14, xiv. 11, Il Ezek. xiv. 16.

to
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to Execution? Was not Ferufalem ploughed as a
Field, and trodden down by the Gentiles? Are not
the Inhabitants rooted out of their Dwellings, and
fcattered to all the Ends of the Earth ? While their
Country is given up, for a Prey and for a Pofleffion to
Strangers, to Infidels, to Turks?

Perhaps, You will fay; ¢ The Fews crucx‘icd

« the LORD of Glory, and rcjected his Gofpel :
« Therefore Wrath came upon them to the utter-
¢ moft.”—And are /7% innocent in this Refpeét?
Are not We verily, are not we greatly, guilty con-
cerning this Thing? Is CHRIST received into the
Hearts of Men with deep Adoration of his Perfon, as
IMMANUEL GOD with Us? Do they glory and
delight themfclves in his complete Redemption, as
finithed bythe great GOD and our SAVIOUR? Do
they confide in him alone for their Juftifiggtion as an
infinite Surety,, and as JEHOVAH our Righteouf-
nefs ? Do they depend on him alone for their San&i.
fication, as FESUS who faves his People from their
Sins, and fanctifies them through his Blood? Do
»they count all Things but Dung for the Excellency
Of CHRIST,andhisincomprehenfible Merit 2—Alas!
1s not his Golpel, though the Light of the World,
difregarded and defpifed? Is not uis Name, though a
Name above every Name, derided and blafphemed ?
Are not the Influences of his etcrnal SPIRIT, the?
the very Life of our Souls, exploded and ridiculed ?
They who would exalt the SAVIOUR ; would make
every Sheaf bow down to the REDKEMERs ; re-
prefenting him as the Alpha and Omega, the Begin-
ning and the Ending, in th Salvation of Sinners,
4 thofe
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thofe Preachets, thofe Writers, thofe Believers, atd
created as the foolifh People that dwelt in Sichem *,

What the Fews did through Ignorance, We, who
call Ourfclves Chriftians, Englifymen, Proteftants ;
We do knowingly, wilfully, and of malicious Wick-
ednefs.  And if we thus trample upon the Blood,
which alone ean fcreen Us; if we thus crucify a-
frefh that 7ESUS, who is our only Hope; what can
We look for, but Vengeance and ficry Indignation?
If We Ourfelves, with our own Hands, demolifh the
only Barrier; what can enfue, but an Inundation of
Wrath, Tribulation, and Anguifh?

Confider thefe Things, Brethren. The LORD
enable You to difcern the Signs of the Times!
Then you will acknowledge, thatsWe have Rea-
fon to be alarmed ; to tremble; to be horribly afraid,
—Are not thefe Iniquities the Achans, that will af-
furedly.bring Diftrefs and Trouble, if not Deftruc-
tion, upon our Countryi Are not thefe Iniquities the
Fonabs, that will awaken the divine Difplcafure, and
deliver up our Veflel to the T'empeft, if not to Ship-
wreck ?

Is any One difpofed to fay within Himfelf}
¢ Though Others may be guilty of thefe ﬁagrant
¢ Iniquitics, yet am not L.”’ — Remember, my
Friend, the Prophet /faiah. He was, at leaft, as frec
from thefe flagrant Iniquitics as Yourfelf. Yet He
laments, and with painful Apprehenfions, the Guilt
of his Countrymen, as well as his own+. Remem-
ber King Fofiah. Though a holy Man and a juft, He
rent his Clothes, and trembled at G OD’s Word,

-

* Ecclus. 1. 26. + Ifai. vi. 5.
denouncing
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denouncing Vengeance againft an irreligious Peo-
ple *,

Confider alfo, whether You have not been an Ac-
ceflary, even where You was not the Principal.
Though you have not joined with the more profli
gate Sinners, bave you not connived at their Impie-
ty? Do their Affronts, offered to the King of Heaven,
roufe You into a becoming Zcal, to vindicate his
injured Honour ? Or, becunfe Iniquity has abounded,
is not your Love, and the Love of mary, waxcd cold +2
Have not /7%, alas ! have not 72 been Cowards and
Traitors, while Others have been profefled Enemies
and Rebels?

Bcfides, have not You, hav~ not I, have not All
contributed, in many, many inftinces, to fwell the
Score of national Provocations? Is not every Sin a
Difobedience of G OD’s moft holy Command? Is
not cvery Sin a,Dchunce of hts uncontroulable Au-
thority ? Is not cvery Sin an Imitation of the Devil 2
Docs it not create a Kind of Hell in the Heart?
Muft it not, therefore, be inconceivably odious to the
Holy, Holy, Holy LORD GOD of Sahaoth ?—If
fo, how guilty are the very beft among us! How has
every One added to the Load, that dreadful Load,
which is likely to fink the Nation in Ruin! Should
not every One, therefore, fmitc upon his Brealt ; and
fay with the Penitent, 7Vhat have I done! And cry
with the Publican, GOD be merciful ts me a Sinner !

Will you ftill flatter yourfelf, ¢ All thefc Judg-
¢ ments may be delayed. They may not come in
“ my Time.”—I anfwer; If there be any Truth in

* 2 Kings xxil. 11, 13. + Matt. xxiv. 12,

D GOD’s
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GOD’s Word; if any Conjecture is to be made
from the Appearance of Things; thefe Judgments
are near. Theyare at the Door. They are like the
Ax in the Exccutioner’s Hand, which has been
poifed, has received its lalt Elevation, and is now
falling on the Criminal’s Neck.—Yet if thefe thould
be with-held for a Seafon, will not Sicknefs come
upon You? Arc not many Difafters lying in Am-
buth to feize You? Is not Death fharpening his
Arrow ; perhaps, fitting it to the String ; o1 cven
aiming at your Lifc? Is not the Day, the dreadful
Duy Aprronc‘n-ur when the Shout of the Arch-
angel and the "I'rump of GOD will be heard ; when
the Dead fhall arife, and Heaven and Earth {lee
away? Will not the LORD, the LLORD GOD
Omuipetentquiclly come, with thoufunds of pis Saints;
to cxecrte fudgert uper ally and to conviice all that are
unzsdly of all their ungodly Deeds, wwbich they have un-
godiily committcd s and of all their bLard Specches,
sohich ungolly Sinvers bave fpeken uguinft Him *.
Take then, my dear Hearers, teke the Advice of
the greateft «f I'reachers, and the wifeft of Men;
The Prudent fzrofect the Evily and bid:th biinfeif +.—
Bdiold ! the Rains are delcending, and thz Floeu
is coming ; halten like Noah, haften to your Ark.
See! the Skies are kindling all around, and the
Shafts of Vengeance are ready to fly.  Make Hafte,
On! make liaile, and delay not the Time, t. get
into a liding-Plice.—Let me found in your Ears
the Angel’s Admonition ; and may the LORD of
Aufgels, may the Friend of Sinners, convey it to

* Jude 14, 13, + Prov. xaii. 3.

2 your
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your Hearts ! Efcape for your Lives, left ¥e be con-
Jumed. Left the Judgments of GOD, and the
Wrath of GOD, more to be feared than a
Dcluge of Waters, more to be feared than a Tor-
rent of Flames, furround You fuddenly—fcize You
unavoidably—and overwhelm You in Ruin, tems
poral and cternal,

O that I migh prevail ! O that GOD would
make yeua fenfible of your Peiil! O that Man,
Woman, and Child would afk; ¢ ITow fhall I be
« fafe i the Day of Vifitation? Shew me the Atk !
¢ Shew me the Kefuge —[ fhould then, with great

Satisfallion, proceed to anfwer this Lnquiry ; and
point out CLIRIST vo your Souls, as the enly Hiding-
Place, as the fiwse Hiding-Ilace, where you may
certainly find Safety.  But this muit be the Bufinefs,
the pleaiing Bufinefs of my next Difcourie.

Let me befecth you in the mean Trime, to lay
theie alaiming Thruths to Heart. Let them imprels
your Coulciences ! Let them penctiate your Souls !
And O thou gracious, thou Almigkty LORD GOD,
do T'hou command them to fink deep into all our
Mhnds. That we may, with £zra thy Piieit, fit
down afbamed and offenifbed *, under a Senfe of our
manifold Iniquities.—T'hat wc muy, with thy Ser-
vant Jobh, Ablor Qurfelvesy and repent in Duft and
Ajbes 4 .—That we may, in the Words, and with the
Compundtion of thy I’rophcr, cry outs /e is me
Sor Lam undane : Be ccaufe L am a Mo of unclean Lips ;
and 1 dwell in the Midjl of a People of uncican Lips §.

* Bzraix. 3. 4 Jobxlii 6. 1 Ifi. vi. 5.
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S ERMON IL

The MeEans of SareTyY.

Hes. xi. 28.

Through Faith He kept the Paffover, and the
Sprinkling of Blood, let He that defirayed
the Firft-boin, fhould touch them.

E have been confidering the Danger of

our Nation, occafioned—by the Sin of

its Inhabitants —by the Yudgments of

GOD, denounced againft fuch Sinners—by the

certain Exccution of his righteous Threatnings,

unlefs We fly to the appointed Refuge,—

When fuch is the State of a Nation, it is high

ime for the Watchmen on her Walls, to lift

up theig Voice. Not indecd to fpread vain Ter-

rars, bul to give Notice of the approaching

Evil. To warn the Unwary; to call in the Strag-

glers; and urge every One to retire into a Place of
Safety. -

Having, in the preceding Difcourfe, attempted to
difcharge this Office ; I fhall now, Brethren, as in
the Prefence of the all-feeing GOD, atk—Have We

D3 been
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been attentive to thefe Things ? Are We alarmed
with a Senfc of our Guilt and our Peril? Have We,
with the Prophet Ifaiah, lamented our own, and
the Sins of our People !—I1f fo, We fhall highly
prize, We fhall ardently defire, the fame Confola-
tion, and the fame Relief which the GOD of in-
finitely free Goodnefs vouchlafed to his Servant,
Then flow oiic of the Scraphims urto me, bawing a live
Coal iis his Haud, which He had taken from off the Al-
tary and He laid it wpon my Kbuth. An Action,
which reprefents the very Thing, fignified in the
Text, by the Sprinkling of Bliod *.

The Atar typified CIIRIST ; who is both the
Sacrifice that mckes the Atoncment; and the Alear,
that fan&ufies the Gift.—"The Lve Ceal feems to be-
token the Word of Crace, wr:d the VWord of Life
which biings the glad Thdings of the Gofp:l, and
teftifies of the bleeding FESUS. — Loying this upoir the
Msth, very fignificantly denotes the Application of
C/{RIST and his great Atonement.  When this is
done, under the Influence of the SPIRIT, and by
Means of Faith, then Jaiquity is talca away, and Sin
perged; token away frem the Sight of G OD, and
purged fiom the Sinner’s Confcicnce. Guilt is
abolifned ; car ceafes—DBut this leads Us to our
fecond Particular.

I1. The Method of Security from Da..zev, effeQed
by &ecping ihe Paffover, and fprinkling the . 3lood.

Mpofes was apprifed “of a dreadful Vengeance, to
te inflicted on Egypt,  The moft dreadful, that ever

Ifai. vi. 7.
was
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was known, fiace the Beginning of their Nation.
So dreadful, that it would make every Ear tingle,
and cvery Heart bleed.  The deftroying Angel was
to pafs thiough all the Territories of Pharach, and
{inite cvery lrft-born, both of Man and Beaft.  So
that, bzfore the Morring, there fhould be Heaps of
Slain in the Cities, the Villages, the Iiclds. Not a
Houfe excinpt 5 got a Faunnly fpared 5 not a Herb,
pot a I'lock, free fiom the fatal Calamity.

AZfes feared the Rlow.  He feared, as the Text
intimates, the leaft T'ouch of the divine Executioner’s
Sword. Knowing, that it would crufh Him and his
People, as a Muin is crufhed by the falling Mill-
ftone. He is therefore greatly folicitous to provide
for their Welfare.  But what Expedient fhall He
ufe ?—Shull e give them Ordere to clofe their
Windows and bar their Doors ; ¢ . <recl Fortifica-
tions, wnd {tahd upon their Defencer Alas! before
an invilible Hand, armed with the Vengeance of
Hcaven, all fuch Precautions would have been as a
Spark befoie the VWhirlwind.—Shall He affemble
the Wartios, or detach Parties of Soldiers, to patrole
the Streets, and guard the Houles? Vanity of Vani-
tiesi The Sword of the avenging Angel would
pierce through Legions and Legions of fuch Guards,
as Lightning penctrates  the  yielding  Air.—
Sha]l the whole Congregation bend their Knees,
withafolrain Confeflion of their Sins, and fincere
Rolkions of future Ameudment? This was
highly necddlary to be done, but extremely improper
to be rclied on. It would have been relying on a
broken Reed, and defpifing the Ordinance of the
HOLY ONE,

D4 The
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The LORD himflf appoints a Mecthod of Pre-
fervation. M ﬁ: is directed to flay a Lamb. Each
Family in I/'me/ is to do the fame. Having received
the Blood into a Bafon, they are to fprinkle it, not
on the Threfhold, but on the Lintel and Side-Pofts
of their Doors.  Thhis fhall be a Sign to the deftroy-
ing Angcl.  Looking upon this Sign, He will pafs
over the Houfe; will firike no Blow, and execute
no Vengeance, where-ever Hefces the Blood fprink-
led.—All this, in Purfuance of the divine Direction,
being performed ; with Faith and Tranquility, they
wait the Event,

You will {ay, perhaps; What is all this to Us?
I anfwer; 1t is a Pattern for our Imitation.—Are
We then to do the very fame Thing 7—3\WVe are to
do, what their Pradlice typiticd.  "Uhe Shadow was
theirs, the Subftauce 1s ours. 'Th: Blood of the
Lamb typificd the Blood of CHRIST'; whos the
LAMB of GOD, flain for the Sins of the World,—
By the Plood of CIIRISET is fiequently fiznificd,
in Scripture, the whole * Mcrit of lus Life and

Death,

% Deing juftified by bis Blood, Rom.v. 9. Thatis;
being pardoned, being made righteou-, and Heirs of
all fpiritual Blefiings.—7hou /vzﬂ redeemed ws to GOD by
thy Blood, Rev. v. . "T'hatis; Thou holl dehivered Us
from all Sin and all Wrath : ‘'hou haft reconciled Us
to the Almighty MAJES 1Y, and introduced . t» hise
blifsful Prefence.—IMiefe Bleflings, afcribed JJo our
LORD’s Bloed, are confeflfecly the Fruit, not barely of
his Sufferir gs, but of his whole [lumiliation, Obedience,
and Death. Theiefore in avery valuable Di¢tionary of
the mott valuable Wo:ds and Tlhirafes, We have this

Explication
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Death, of his A&ions and Sufterings, of his T'rials
‘and Graces. Which fatisfied G O D’s Juftice, and
magnified GOD’s Law. “Which made Propitiation
for Iniquity, and brought in an everlifting Righte~
oufnefs.—Well does the Apoftlc call it preciouns Blood.
Unfpeakably precious are its Effcéts. [t appeafes
the Wrath of GOD, revezled from Heaven; and
makes Peace between the Offended CREATOR, and
the offending Creature. Sprinkled on the Confcience,
it tokes away all Guilt, and fecures from all Ven-
geance.— L'his, therefore, my DBrethren, this Blood
is our Security. This is to our Souls, what the
Blood of the Pafchal Lamb was o the Ifraelitifh Fa-
milics.  The name of the LORD, the Grace and
Goodnefs of GO, manifefted in the Death and
Obedicnce of CHRIST, is a firon; Tower ; not only
the righteous Perfon, but the diftrefled Creature,
and the endahgered Sinner, runncth into it, and is
Jafe *.

Since this is a Point of the utmoft Importance, it
cannot be too cleatly difplayed, or too ftrongly efta-
blithed. For this Purpofe, the Scripture gives Us fe-
veral moft amiable and inftrultive Views of CHRIST,
as our Refuge and Safety.—He is called a Hiding-
Place . 'To a Hiding-Place People retreat, and are
fecure from their Knemies ; even from thofe cruel
Engnies, that feek their Deftruétion. Thus the

ExplicaYion of the Blood of the I A M B; < The Sacrifice
¢ of CHRIST’s Dcath, together with his perfect Righte-
““ oufnefs and Holinefs imputed.” See #’ilfon’s Chrif?.
Dia.

* Prov. xviil. 10. + Ifai. xxxii. 2.

Prophets,
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Prophets, whom OQladiah hid by fiftv in a Cave, were
fecure from Ahai’s Tyranny, and Fezcb: s Perfecu-
tion. So, the Soul that Qies to C7IR ST ; +hat takes
San@uaiy under the Bloyd of op.x.,.‘mw; \s fccure
from the moft fornidable of all Fuemics.  Is fecure
from all the V3 roth due to Sin; and fion evey Ac
cufation, whic: atan can b:irz. To fuch © Per-
fon fhall be fulfilied, what s foken by the PLo et
Fererdah s Fien the Inlgnlty - wlvacl gLl be frazit
Jory there Poall be sone s avd the Sins of Judah, they
Shall nat be found

CHRIST is fiyled a Covert fror *he Tompefe A
Mea, fays Ifeial, thot iy, the G 0 D an O "LUST
FESUS, fpall be os en L reeBloce from the T,
and a Covert fi: 2 ihe Tompefi +. When the “ih
ders roar, and tic Lightaings falh; whew the le uds
pour down Water, and a 1 orril Storm comes on
all, that arc tn the open Alr, retire under the Dranches
of a thick "I'ree, or fy to fome other commedions
Shelter.  Vhat Storm can be fo dreadiuly as the
rightcous Venrcance of GOD, poured out upon a
finfu! Natien > WWnat Storm c:in be {o dreadiul, as
the cternal Vengeance of GO ), poured out upen
a finful Soul? To both thefe We aie expo!’wl; to
both thefe We are juftly liable.  Lut CIIRTS T’
Blood and Iug;-reo'-[ els are a Covert, Hither
may fly, and be foreened 5 hither We may fly, and
be fafe.  Sefe as was A-u), wien hc l,[i‘:‘ff:‘.d the
Ark; and (705 own Hand dofed the Dder, and”
GOD’s own “ye guided 1is Motions. For there is

S
N
s

* Jer. L zo0. + Mai. xxxii. 3.

He
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o Condemnation, of any Kind, or from any Quarter,
to them that arc in CHRIS'T" JESUS *,

CHRIST is compared to a Strong-Hold. Turn
Ye to the Strong-Hold, fays the Prophet Zechariab t.
‘When Soldiers fly from a vitorious Army, being ad-
mitted into an impiegnable Calftle, they are beyond
the Reach of Danger. They give their Pears to the
Wind, and rpole themfelves in Tranquillity.
When Sinners fly by Faith to the dying FESUS, they
allo, from thenceforth, arc in « Tower of Salvation 1.
They may fay, each One for [iimfclf; ¢ Soul, take

¢ thine Eafe. All thy Guilts laid upon thy LORD
< and punifhed in thy Surety. The flaming Sword
« of Juflice is rctuined to the Sheath, having re-
« ceived full Satisfaction from the Sufterings of
« CIIRIST. Vhe Cunie of a violated Law is no
¢ mere, having been exccuted to the utmoft, upon
« the Perfon’ of my REDELMER. Nay, its Curfe
¢ is turned into a Blefing., For, CHRIST Las re-
¢ decimed us from the Guyye a/ the Latv, that the Blefing
¢ of Abraham mught come vpsn Us Gentiles | Even
< the Blefling of peifeét l((:conculmtion. and ever-

¢ lafting Fiicadihip, with G O D moft high.”
g I g

«

This leads me to mention another beautiiul Com-
parifon, which reprefents C 2R IS T, not only as the
Caufe of Safety, but as the Source of Confolation.
Hc-ﬂmll be as Rivers of Tater in a dry Place, and

- 1e i ldow of @ great Rock in a wweary Land §.—
In a dry Place, .burne up for want of Moifturc,
nothing is fo defirable, nothing fo refrefhing, as Wa-

* Rom. viii. 1.+ Zech. ix. 12. 1 2 Sam. xxii. g1,
I} Gal. iii. 13, 14. § Har, xxxii, 2.

ter.
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ter. To the poor finful Soul, of whofe Condition
the parched Ground is a fit Refemblance, CHRIST
fhall be, not barely as the Morning Dew, not barely
as the tranfient Shower, but as a River; yea, as Ri-
vers of T¥ater, that flow in copious and ncver-failing
Streams through the thirfty Soil. Making even the
fandy Defert green with Herbage, and gay with
Flowers.—In a fultry Clime, where' the Sun pours
infufferable Heat, and all Things languifh under
the glaring Rays, nothing is {o chearing to the LLa-
bourer, nothing fo welcome to the Traveller, as a
cocl and gloomy Shade. A poor Soul, aflaulted by
the fiery Daits of Satan, and diftrefled with the Re-
membrance of former Iniquities, is this fultry Clime
or weary Land. Fut CHRIST and his Atonement
are, not barcly as the Boughs of an Ozk, which ex-
tend their Coolnefs to a fmzil Diftance ; not barely
as the Canopy of ai. Alcove, through which much
of the glowing Inlluence penetrares; but like the
Shad:w of a R:d, a great Rock.  Which projects
the fiicndly Shade, over many a League; which
has repelled and excluded the Sun, through all
preceding Ages; and gives ycu, as it were, * the
¢ Coil of Snow amidit the Heat of Harveft *.7
Fere then, Drethren, is our Security amidft all
Peril. “T'he Blood, the Righteoufucfs, the infinitely
gloiicus Pcarfon of CHRIST. Thefe are our
Hiding-Ilzce—thefe arc our Covert—thefearctour
smm-uom And, (blefled be GOD1) thie koors
ftand wice open. They are ncver fhut, Night nor
Day. The Accefs is free for any; free for all; free

* Prov. xxv. 13.

for
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for the greatcft Sinners. We are not only allowed,
but We are invited ; nay, We are commanded,
to approach; to enter; to enjoy the Protection.
Or, as the Words of the Text exprefs it, to fprinkle
the Blood on our Souls.

Sprinkle the Blood on our Souls! You will pro-
batly fay, ¢ What does this fignify? What was
¢« done by Mufex, when he fprinkled the vifible
¢ Blood, we cafily apprchend. But how can
¢« We fprinkle the Blood of C HRIST, which We
« never faw? The Blood of CHR IS T, whom the
« Heavens have received !”’—This is one of thofe
Myfteries, which the natural Man underftandeth
not. He can form no Notion of it. It is Foolifh-
nefs to his Apprehenfion. Therefore may the
eternal SPIRIT, both teach us to underftand the
Dottrine, and enable us to pradife the Duty!

To fprinkle the Blood of CHRIST, is, truly to
believe in CHRIST; in his infinitc Atonement, and
everlafting Righteoufnefs. It is, to reccive thefe
Bleflings, as GOD’s free Gift to Men; to Sin-
ners ; to Ourielves in particular.  And, having re-
ceived, to make continual Ufe of them, in every
Time of Trial, for every Occafion of Need.

Perhaps, this Dotrine may become clearer, if we
illuftrate it by an Example. A remarkable Exam-
'ple we have, in the Praltice of Dawid. After the
Cnmui}-'".o( of his grievous Crimes, He did, in a
very cm'nent Manner, fprinkle the Blood. For He
faid unto the LORD, Thou fhalt purge me with
Hyffap, (the Inftrument of fprinkling the typical
Blood) and I fhall be clean. Thou fhalt wafb me
m the Fountain opened for Sin and Uncleannefs, and

1 fhall
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I fhall be whiter than Snew *. This Fountain He
looked upon, as open for Ais Sirs; and fully fuf-
ficient to cleanfe Him from all his Filthinefs. So
that he fhould be as free from Spot, beforc the righ-
teous Judge, as the Snow on Sulmon was free from
Stain.—Had He faid within HimfeIr; ¢« My Crimes
« are too great, for this Dlood to expiate. Or,
< this Blood cannot be fhed, for {o vile an Offender
¢« as I am.” He would then have put the Atone-
ment far from Him, together with all its expiating
Viitue, This would have been, not to apply, but
to throw away the blood: Not to fprinkle it upon
the Soul, but to pour it upon the Ground.

Come then, Brethren; come, Fellow-finners ;
let Us alfe, in this Day of Fear and Danner, look
unto CH R [§ T as dying that we may live ; as made
Sin, that we may be made the Righteoulnefs of GOD
in Him ; as made a Curfe, that we may inherit eter-
nal Bleflednefs.—l.ct Us look unto Jefus, as tak-
ing our Wature, and ftanding in our Stead. Be-
hold tim, apprehiended @s a Thicf; ignominioully
bound ; and marked with the Lafhes of the Scourge.
Beholt Him, crowned with Thorns 5 his Hair clot-
ted, his Face difcoloured, his Breaft and Shoulders
all bedewed, with his own moft innocent Blood.
Behold him, naded to the Crols; hanging, in the
noft racking Pofturz, tll all his Bones are out of
joint 5 hanging amidt Malefactors, forfsken _of
G OD, of Angele, and Men.  Behold liing bow-
ing his Head in 1)cath, and {tabbed to the Heart with
the Exccution=1’s Spear.—Thus bchold Him, and
fay; ¢ Venly this Sufferer was the SON of GOD,

* Pial. li. 7.
¢ and



The Means of Safety. 49

« and LORD of Glory. Verily, thefe Sufferings
<« were the Punifhment due to my Sins, In all this
« extreme Anguifh, He bore my Griefs, and car-
« ried my Sorrows. He was opprefled, and He
<« was afiliCted ; becaufe I had done amifs and deait
wickedly. He was cut off out of the Land of the
« Living, that He might make his Soul an Offcring
« for my Sins, ayd obtain etcrnal Redemption for

“© e’

T'hus behold the bleffed JESUS.  Thus, Sinners,
behold the LORD your Righteoufnefs.  With this
Lool of Application ; with this appropriating Faith,
Be venly perfuaded, that You fhall find Mercy be-
foic 2 holy GOD; not becaufe You have any
Worthinefs, but beeavfe €772 78T has incompara-
bie Mcviv: That you fha'l never ceme into Con-
demmativn, not becaule you have fafied and prayed,
but becaule CTERIST is your ereat Propitiation. Be
pei fuaded, that G OD has givea Lis SON for you
that GO g0 es his SON to vou ; and together with
Fhim eternal Life.—Be perfuaded of Wil this, upon
the bl of Foundations, the infzllible VWord of GOD.
Who has declared, that CZ{R IS8T dad for the Un-
" gody 5 and by his Obcedience &nners are made righ-
tecous +; that CFIR /8T was weunded on the Crofs,
and interecdes in Heaven for Tranfercfirs t 5 that
He reccived fpiviteal G.its, and divine Bleflings,
even f3sthe Rebellions §.—-he LORD GOD om-
nipotent, the Author and Min fhor of Iaith, enable
you thus'to believe ! On the giound of his own

<

~

* Rom. v, 6. t Rom. v. 19. 1 i, liii. 12.
§ Plal, Ixviii 18,

moft
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moft fure Word, thus to believe ! Then you keep
the Chriftian Paffover. Then you fpriukle the Blood
of CHRIST. 'I'hen you may boldly fay, under
his Shadsw e fhall be fafe.~Which reminds Us of
the third Particular, namely, ,

IIl. The Succefs of this Method, denoted by the

- Deftroyer not fo much as touching them.— L/t He
that deflroyed the Fir fl-born fhould to4ch them.—W hat a
beautifu! Antithefis! The Zgyptian Firft born were
wounded ; were mortally wounded ; were abfqlutely
deftroyed. The Ifraclites were not hurt; nor en-
dangered! no, nor fo much as touched. So fure and
complete a Defence was this Blood of Sprinkling !—
Nothing elfe could have yiclded any Protedtion ; this
afforded perfes? Security. When this was fprink-
led on their Door-Pofts, they had no Nced to be
afraid for the Terror by Night, nor for the Arrow
that flicth by Day: for the Poflilence that walketh in
Darinfsy wor fir the Deflruction that wafleth at Noon

LDay ¥,

And is not the Hiding-Place, the Covert, the
Stronz-Hold, piovided for Uy in the Blood and Righte-
oufnels of CHR 75T, an cqual Sccurity? Do they not
yield zbfolute, perfect, confummuate Safety? No-
thing elfe could adminifler the lexft Hope to the
chicfeft Apoftle; thit onens an invielable Santtu-
ary even for the greateit of Sinners. ”fox ‘cver
perithed who laid their Help upon GLIR /S% He
Javes—He faves to the uttermofl—He faves, not a
few only, but Al—All that come unts GO D through
Him t. Is our Danger great? Our Sceurity is greater.,

* PLl xci. 5, 6 + Heb. vii, 235.
In
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Invhort, our Refuge and Security are the greateft
that can be wifhed, that can be imagined, that GOD
himfelf could provide.—Chearing, charming, ra-
vithing Truth ! Suffer Me to enlarge upon it, Bre-
thren. Let'gour Attention hang on the glad Ti-
dings. May your Hcarts imbibe the precious
Doétrine !

Were Yeu pumed by an enraged Enemy; You
would think Yourfelves fufficiently fafe, if You could
fteal away, and hide Yourfelves in one of the deep-
eft Caves in America; with a vaft Tra&t of un-
known Land, and all the Waters of the vafter
Ocean, between your Perfons and the Purfuer.
Much fafer will your Souls be, under the hiding,
cleanfing, atoning Efficacy, of this Blood of Sprink-
ling. By which Unrighteoufnefles are forgiven;
Sins are covered; and Iniquities done away, as
though they had.never been.

Were You overtaken by a violent Storm of Hail
or of Rain; if you fought Shelter under a Covert,
that was firmer than Boards.of Cedar; harder than
Slabs of Marble ; thicker than the Roofs of all the
Houfes in Europe ; You would reckon Yourfelves fe-
cure, from Torrents of Rain, or from Vollies of Hail.
Much more fecure will You be from everlafting
Wrath ; fecure, even when The LORD fpall rain
Snares,, Fire and Brimfloney, Storm and Tempeft % 5
provide&, You are found under the Covert of
CHRIST s magnificent and meritorious Righteouf-
nefs. By Virtue of which, all that believe, are juftified
—I fay not, from a few Millions, or a few 1hou-

* Pfal. xi. 6.
E . fands
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fand¢ of Millions, but—from all offenfive, pio-
voking, criminal Things *

Should You be purfued by a conquering Foe,
determined to cut you in Pieces; if You turned into
a Caftle, whofe Walls where ftrongcr than Brafs,
ﬁronger than Adamant, ftronger than all the Rocks
in the World; You might laugh 3¢ the Attempts of
your Enemy. You are free from 'the Power of the
Sword. So free are You, and abundantly more
free from Danger, when You fly to the Sirong-
Hold of CHR IST’s Death and Atonement. The
Souls that abide in CHRIST, thry fball dwell on bigh ;
beyond the Rage of the old Serpent, and the great
Dragon. Their Place of Defence fhall be the Munitions
of Rocks +; againft which all the Affaults of Earth
and Hell, fhall never be able to prevail. They may
fay, with the triumphant Apoftle ; How much more
Jhall Wey who receive Abundance of Grace, and of the
Gift of Righteoufnefs, be delivered from Ruin, and
reign in Life y CHRIST JESUS|?

And will you not prize fuch a Strong-Hold ?
Shall not fuch a Covert be dear to your guilty
Souls? Will you not fet an exceeding great
Value upon fuch an Hiding-Place? Efpecially, when
the Storm is gathering, and threatning all around.
‘When Days of Defolation and Perplexity are coming
upon the World. And Judgments, inflited 5y Men,
maytranfmit Us totheeverlafting Judgmentof GOD.
—How did Ifrac/ blefs and adore their mo.t merciful
JEHOVAH, for granting them fuch an effectual
Means of Prefervation, as the Blood of the Pafchal

* A&s xili. 39. 1 IHal. xxxiii. 16. || Rom. v. 17.
Lamb!
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Dymb! And fhall We not blefs and.adore the fame
moft gracious JEHOV AH, for granting Us a Means
of Prefervation, altogether as effectual, and incompa-
rably more, wonderful ?

If You

Yuld fay; * How does it appear, that
¢ the Blood &f CHRIST is fuch a Security? So
¢ great; fowoxderful; fomatchlefs !”’—Becaufe, it
is the Blood of HIM, who is JEHOV AH’s Fellow *;
of HIM, who is GOD ever all bleffed for ever +;
of HIM, in whom dwells all the Fulnefs of the GOD-
HEAD bodily {.——Permit me, Brethren, to clear up
and eftablifh this Do&rine. As it is 2 Do&rine of
the laft Importance. On which the very Strength of
our Salvation is built; and from which the Fulnes
of our Confolation flows.

There are in CHRIST, in his one undivided Per-
fon, two diftinét Natures. One Nature is cternal,
infinite, almighty. Which is called by the Apoftle,
The Form of God ||. 'The other Nature had a Begin-
ning ; is limited as to Extent, and limited as to
Power. This is termed by the Apoftle, The Sced of
Abraham §.—As GOD, He is fubje&t to no Au-
thority, and infinitely fuperior to all Poflibility of
Suffering. T o become capable of obeying, fuffering,
and dying ; He humbled Himfelf, and was found
i Fafhion as a Man. That by obeying, fuffering,
and dying in human Flefh, he might triumph over
Sin and Satan, in that very Nature, which Satan had
overcome, and Sin had ruined. That, by accomplith-
ing all this in the Room and Stead of his People,
He might bring many Sons unto Glory ; not with-

* Zech. xiil. 7. + Rom. ix. 3. 1 Coll it g,
1 Phil. ii. 6. § Heb. ii. 16.

E 2 out
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out a full Satislaction, to the Rights of injyred
Juftice, and to the Demands of a violated Law,

FESUS CHRIST then, in his divine Nature, is the
moft kigh GOD. The Heaven of Heivens is the
auguft Palace, and Royal Refidence//of this blef-
fed and only Potentate. Thoufand T, ioufands mini-
fter unto him, and ten thoufand Tin%s ten Thoufand
fand before *Him. The Churc} militant rely on
Him; the Church triumphant adore Him ; while all
the Hofts of Angels pay Homage to him.—FESUS
CHRIJST, in his divine Naturc, is the majeftic
and the moft adorable I AM. Self.exiftent and in-
dependent.  All Worlds, and all Beings, are derived
wholly from Him, and depend continually upon Him.
H: made the Worlds, ard upholdeth all Things *.—
View the Beauty, the Magnificence, the Harmony,
oblervable in Heaven, on Earth, through the Uni-
verfe. All is intended, like the Miracle wrought at
Cana of Galileey to manifeft Lis Glory +. To tell
every One, who has Eyes to fee, and a Heart to
underftand, how great our SAVIOUR is; how
fublime his Majefty, and how marvellous his Per-
fection. All Things, fays the SPIRIT of Infpi-
ration, were created 4y Him, and for Him .—Judge
then, whether the Obedience and Atonement of Sfuch
a REDEEMER, are not fufficient to fecure, per-
feétly to fecure any Sinncr; every Sinner; all Sin-
ners that fly by Faith under his Wings. 4 per-
fe&tly fufficient they are, for this blefled Purpofe, as
the unmeafurable Circuit of the Skiec, & roomy
enough for a Lark to fly in; or as the immenfe

* Heb. 1. 2, 3. + John 1i. 11, t Col. i. 16.
Bright-
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B#(ghtnefs of the Sun, is lightfome :nough for 2 La-
bourer to work by.

now, the Dignity and Excellency of this
Blood, wiNch is your Covert, your Hiding Place,
Hold. It has all the Power and Effi-
cacy, that evdyy divine Perfeétionscan give it. Itis
the Blood and Righteoufnefs of HIM, who is eter-
nal, incomprehenf(ible, and exalted above all Bleffing
and Praifc.  Surcly then nothing can bear any Pro-
poriian to it.  Guilt, all Guilt, though ever {o exe-
crable and horrid, compared with the Grandeur and
Riches of this invaluable Bloud *; is as a Glow-
worm

* St.Chryfeftom’s Explanation of a Verfe lately quoted,
is fo important in itfelf, and fo appofite to our Purpofe ;
exhibits fuch a magnificcnt and deligheful Difplay of 25e
Salvation which is n CHRIST JESUS; that I promife
myfelf, the Reagler wiil allow me to prefent Him with a
Tranflation.  How much move fbull they, who reccive
Abundance of Grace, and of the Gift of Righteoufnefs, reign
in Life by One CH RIST JESUS! Oux evmer ev.xvbia Xapivy
&c. *“ 'The Apoitle fays not, Grace, but, dbundance of
““ Grace. For, We reccive, not barely what may fuffice
¢ to obtain our Pardon, but incomparably moie. We
are delivered from all Panifhment, and from every
«« Evil. We are juftified; We are fun@ified ; made the
Children of GOD, and the Brethren of his only begot-
“ ten SON. We are conftituted Heirs, joint Heirs
with the PRINCE of Heaven. Yea, We become the
«¢ Mgmbersofhis Body ; moftintimately and indiflolubly
¢ united to that divine Head.
< All thefe Privileges, St. Paul ftvles The Abundance
of Gruce. Intimating, that the Antidote is not only
qualified to counter-aét and expel the Poifun ; butis
fovercign alfo to eftablith Health, to create Beauty,
to impart Honour, and, from the moft malignant of
all Evils, to produce the moft diftinguithed Bleflings.
« Any one of which, feparately confidered, would have
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worm befoie the Sun. All Manner of Sins and
Blafphcriics are blotted out by fuch an ]lxpmtlt/m,
as the Shades of Night arc abolifbed by the Light
of Day. Lvery Sirner wathed in his Blgpd, muft

¢¢ heen fufficient to overceme and difarm /Death. But
<« under their combined Infuaence, it is Abfolutely de-
«« ftroyed ; it vanifhi. catirelv anay, agd leaves not fo
«« much asa Trace of Mifchief, or a S¥adow of Terror.

«¢ Let Us fuppofe fome poor Debtor, owing a con-
¢ fiderabie Sum; and, for Wunt of Payment, call into
“« Prifcn. A generous Friend, pitying his Conditicn,
« difcharges the whole Debt, and releafes him ‘from
s¢ Confinement. And not thisonly, but beftows upon
*¢ Him ipiendid Apparel, with thoufands of Silver and
«¢ Gold: introduces EHim to Court, and recommends
«¢ Him to the royai Favour ; procures his Advancement
«< to the higheft Honours, and puts Him in Pofieflion of
¢« the grandeft Preferments. Where now is the Diigrace
of his Imprifonment, and where are the Dittrefles of
¢ his infolvent State ?

«¢ Such is the Cafe with regard to us Sinners, and
¢t our moft gracious REDEEMER. He has paid incon-
¢ ceivably more, than we either did or could poflibly
¢¢ owe. Being GOD, the true GOD, the infinite and
eternal GOD, his Payment exceeds our Debt, as
¢s much as the Waters of the great Deep exceed the
¢« {mall Drop of a Bucket.—~Doubt not, therefore, poor
Sinner, that flieth for Refuge to this all-glorious SA-
s« VIOUR; doubt not, but thy Sins, though more viru-
¢ lent than all Plagues, are done away; and Death,
s« though He be the King of Terrors, is abolifhed.
‘This abolithed, and thofe done away, hefore fuch an
¢« Qcean of Grace and Merit ; even as a Spark of Fire
is extinguifhed, when plunged into the Abyfles of the
¢« Sea.” For indeed, compared with a diwine Perfon
and an snfinite Righteoufnefs, whatever Guilt You have
contralted, whatever Thing You can name, is, as our
devout Orator fpeaks, QRIS UINpR WPOS WIAXYOS ATEIPOr,
No more than a fcanty Drop, compared with the boundle/i
Ogean. Vid. Chryfoft. in loc,
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\c whiter than the unfullied Wdgl, whiter than the
Visgin Snows. Every Sinnes, .clothed in this

ufnefs, muft be unblamfable and unreprove-

before the Eye of O¥pnifcience itfelf.

For thiy, therefore, blefs thk LORD, O my
Soul ; and a)l thatis within me, blefs his holy Name,
Blefs the LQRD, O my B_Eg' ren; and let every
Thing that hah a Being, praife his unutterable
Grace. For bebold! GOD is our Salvation. GUD
Himfclf is made Fleth, and become our Sacrifice,
our *Sin-Offering, our juftitying Righteouf..uis,
Therefore will we trufl, and nst be afraid*® ; truft in
this infinitely fufficient SAV.OUR; and not be
afraid of Death or Hell, ot any Enemy or any
Evil.—But this leads me to apply the Whole.
Which 1 fhall do by Way of

Examination,
Dire&ion,
Exhortation,
Conlolation.

1. By Way of Examination. Examine your own
felves, fays the Apofle t.  Have You kept the Pafl-
over ! Have You {piinkled the Blood !—Many, per-
haps, will be ready to anfwer; ¢« We have.”—
But, beware, my Friends, left ye deceive your own
Souls. Let me give You a Touchftone, whereby
You® may try your Spiiit, and pronounce aright
concerning your State,

Have You been convinced of your great Sinful-
nefs # Of your finful Nature and your finful Prac.

* Ifai. xii. 2. + 2 Cor. xiii. 5.
E 4 tice ?
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tice? Have Youdeen made fenfible, that Hell,
deepeft Hell, is yor deferved Portion? Is whz( you
deferve for any Traafgreflion—for every T:anfgref-
fion—how mnch fiore for the many Thoulands—
how much more fur the many Millions¢~how much
more for the nui\:berlefs Multitude
cations ? If you hive never been conyinced of thefe
moft alarming, but certain Truthé; if You have
never been touched with a Senfe of your extreme
Guilt, and undone State; 1 fear, You are fettled
upon your Lees.  You arc in the dead Sleep df Sin.
You are not fo much as awakened ; much lefs have
You applied CHR/ST.

Again ; have you been made to fee, that nothing
but CHRIST and his precious Blood, nothing but
CHR/ST, and his divine Righteoufnefs, can be your
Security from Vengeance? Have you been convinced,
that Thoufands of Rams, and tcn Thoufands of Ri-
vers of 0il, could never expiate the leaft of your Ini-
quities? That no Tears, no Confefficns, no Amend-
ment, nothing but the Sacrifice of the Body of
CHRIST, can make your Peace with GOD? If
you have not been taught the abfolute Infufficiency
of every Remedy, fave only the meritorious Suffer-
ings of FESUS CHRIST ; You have not feen Him,
neither known Him. Much lefs is his Bload fprinkled
upon your Confcience.

Once more ; have You a fupreme, a matchle, ﬁ Ef-
teem for CHRIST ? Is CHRIST and his great Salva-
tion the Thing that You long far? Is He to your
Souls the Pearl of great Price ! Do you account all
Things but Lofs, that you may win CHRIST, and

be found in Him ? If this is not the State of your
F Soul,
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Sgul, I dare not flatter you with vain Hopes. I
muik not buoy You up with ungrounded Imagina-
tions. \You are not, as yet, i.( your Hiding-Place.
Neither Aave you fled to your Stjong-Hold. All the
Curfes of “he divine Law ftand *harged and pointed

full againft Xil:. You have no S‘*curity from being

hurt by the i\t Death, nor fr'or“()eing irrecoverably
ruined by the Xcond Death.  If Judgments thould
come upon a finful and backfliding People, You
have no Defence. There is no Wall of Fire around
You? You muft therefore expet to fall among
thofe that fall; and, falling by the Sword, may
immediately drop into Hell.

Can You hear this and be unconcerned? Can
You liften to this Warning, more awful than the
Voice of ten thoufand Thunders, and not ftart from
your Infenfibility ! Are You not looking around, and
ready to cry out; < What then fhall I do, to be
« fafe in the Day of Evil?”—O! that this inquiry
came from the very Bottom of your Hearts. 1 thould
then proceed with great Cheartulnefs, to

2. A Word of Direttion.—Fly to CHRIST, a-
larmed Sinners. Come under the Covert of his
Blood. Appropriate the blefled 7ESUS ; look upon
Him and his Merit as your own. Thus fprinkle his
Blood. Sprinkle it upon your Lintel and Door-
Pofty; upon all You are, upon all You have, and
all You do. Upon your Confciences, that they may
be purgcd; upon Your Souls, that they may be
fan&tified ; upon Your Works, that they may be ac-
cepted.—Say, every One for Himfelf; « I am a
« poor, guilty, helplefs Creature. But in FESUS
& CHRIST, who is full of Grace and Truth, 7 have

“ Righ-
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¢ Righteoufnefs amf Strength *.—1I am a poor, p/gf
¢ luted, loathfome Greature. But 7ESUS CHR}.)T
¢ who is the Image‘ >f the invifible (:OD,Aand the
¢« Brightnefs of his *ather’s (_xlory, has lovgd me, and
« wa/bed me from f. g Filthinefs in bis owy/ Blood {.—
¢ I am by Naturg; a perverfe and deprayd Creature;
¢ and, by evil m&lce, a loft danfaable Sinner.
« But FESUS CHKIST, who mglie the Worlds;;
« FESUS CHRIST, whom Heaven and Earth
“ adore; even YESUS CHR ST himfelf, came
« from the Manfions of Blifs, on purpofe te feek
“ me; to fave mel; to give himfelf for me.—
¢ And how can I perith, who have {:~h a Ranfom?
« How can I be undone, who have fi.c . a Repairer
“ of my Breaches? How can I com iito Con-
¢ demnation, who have the Blood, not .* ien thou-
« fand Sacrifices ; the Merit, not of ten thoufand
¢« Angels ; but the Blood and Merit of JEHOVAH

)
I'”

« Himfelf for my Propitiation |

Should you fay; ¢« Have I a Warrant for fuch a
« Truft ?’—You have the Left of V' urrants, our
LORD’s exprefs Permifion y 1/ hofoever willy lot Him
take the Wutcr of Life preely §. It is not faid, this
or that Perfon only, but whsfocver 5 including You
and me; excluding no individual Man or Woman.—
It is not faid, whofoever is worthy, but whofoever
is willing. Wit Thou be made whole? Was our
LORD’s Queftion to the impotent Man, at the
Pool of Bethefda. Wilt thou inherit Grace and
Glory? is his moft benevolent Addrefs, to finful
Men, in all Ages.—Let him take the IVater of Life;

** [fai. xlv. 24. + Rev.i.5. 1 Matt. xviii. 11.
§ Rev. xxii. 17.

let
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lebHim receive ME and my Rightoufnefs ; let Him
look “dgon all that I have done arl fuffered, as done
and fuffedxd for his Redemption. This will adminifter
Peace of Cnicience and Joyin the HOLY GHOST.
This will paduce Love of GO'L' and Alacrity of
Obedience. An which Things thejtrue Life of the
Soul conﬁﬁs.—j\{kil thefe Bleflins re to be received
Jfreely ; without Nloney and without Price. That is,
without any good Works, any good Qualities, or
any preparatory Conditions whatever. To be re-
ceived), as the infinitely rich Gift of divine Grace;
vouchfafed cven to the Loft—the Guilty—the Un-
done.

You have our LORD’s moft generous Invita-
tion : Come unto ME. And whom does he call? The
Righteous ! No. The Excellent? Quite the re-
verfe. He calls Sinners; iiferable Sinners; even
the moft miferable of Sinners. Thofe who are weary
and beavy laden ; overwhelmed with Iniquities; bowed
down to the very Biink of Hell; and ready to think,
s« There is no Hope for them.” Yet them He
encourages ; them He invites; to them He de-
clares, [ will give you Refl *. Reft, in the En-
joyment of Peace with GOD, and Peace in your
own Confciences. Obferve and admire the Riches
of your REDEEMER’s Grace. He fays not, Ye
arc vile Whretches; polluted by Sin, and enflaved to
the Devil; therefore keep at a Diftance ; but there-
Jore come.. Come ; and be cleanfed by my Blood.
Come ; and be made free by my SPIRIT.—He fays
not, furnith yourfelves with this or that, or the o-
ther recommending Accomplifhment; but only come,

® Matt. xi. 28.
Come,
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Come, juft as )O(l are ; poor, undone, gullty Cra-
tures. Yea, coml to ME, for Pardon andu(eco-

very. To ME, ytho havc given my Ll[/, myfelf,
my All, for your Kanfom.

Should you ﬂ, queﬂlon, whether tfefe ineftima-
ble Bleflings are '{cc for you? Remenfoer, Brethren,
they are free for 8.x.ers.  Is this four Charaller?
Then they are as free for your Acceptance as for any
Perfon’s in the World. 7o Us eternal Life is given * 5
not us, who had deferved it by our Goodnefg ; but
us, who had forfeited it by our Sins.—To you is
preached the Fargivenefs of Sins t; not You, whofe
Tranfgreflions were inconfiderable ; but You, whofe
Iniquities were more in Number than the Haiis of
your Head.—Lven to You, who are the loft and
perifhing Sinners of Adam’s Family, is the I¥ard of this
Salvation fent {. And, by a Commiffion from GOD,
we publifh it; that as Sinners, you may receive it;
that rcceiving it, You may commence Believers ;
and believing, may have Life through his Name ||.

Some, perhips, will be inclined to debate ; ¢ Is this
« fo extraordinary a Matter ? Wil this Exercife
¢« of Belicving do fuch great Things for Us, or put
<« Usin Pofleflion of fuch fingular Bleflings #*’— Mo/es
might have formed the fane Scruple, with regard to
the Sprinkling of Blood. WIll this feemingly infigni-
ficant Circumftance be fuch an extraordinary Safe-
guard to Us ? Will this preferve Us from the impend-
ing Blow, more effcétually than the Laboyrs of the
Engineer, or the Shicld and Spear of the Warrior 2—
But Mofes confulted not with Flefh and Blocd.

* 1 Johnv. 11. + A&sxiii 38. 3 A&s xiii. 26,
I John xx. 31.

Mofes
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Jalq/?:s rejeted all fuch carnal Reafunings. By Faith, -
He :nd his People kept the Paffoer, and were made
Partakesg of the temporal Salvat on, By Faith may
You and N\receive CHRIST! L Lo thall We be par-

takers of Prrdon and eternal Salvtion.

By behcvnrig the Promife of GO)‘;, and by trufting
in the Perfonaf CHRIST,. < are united to the
LORD FESUS *.  So as to have a real Intereft in
his Blood and Righteoufnefs. Being united to
CHRIST,+our Sins are done away by Virtue of
his infinitely precious Atonement; and eternal Lifc
becomes ours, on Account of his everlafting Righ-
teoufnefs.—Whoever thus believes ; believes merely
as a Sinner, not upon the Suppofition of any Good-
nefs in himfelf ; but upon the fole Warrant of GOD’s
Promife, in the infallible Word of the Gofpel. Such
a Perfon fhall not be athamed of his Belief; fhall
never be difappointed of his Hope ; according to bis
Faith fhall it be unto Him 1.

Come then, Fellow-Sinners, believe the Record
of Heaven. Sctto your Seal, that GOD is true.
Honour his Word, which cannot lye. Honour his
Grace, which is abfolutely free. Honour his dear
SON, who has obtained cternal Redemption for fuch
unworthy Creatures as You and I. What fhall
hinder you ?~—But this leads me to

3. A Word of Exhortation. I fay then, what fhall
hinder You? What fhall with-hold you, a fingle
Moment, from believing ? Since all Things are ready t
in CHRIST YESUS. The great Propitiation s
made by Him. ‘The perfe@ Obedience is performed

* Eph. iii. 17. t Matt. ix. 29. 1 Mazt. xxii.g..
4
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by Him. All the Conditions of the new Covenagk
are fulfilled by Himt Come then, and partaks” of
the heavenly Bleflings; as You partake of 4 Mar-
riage Feaft, when y
and the Bridegroop)“oids You welcome. .”

Fain would I frevail in this mofyipomnt Ad-

drefs. , LOR D,\‘ »<~ke bare thy Arm; iucline
their Hearts; make them willing il the Day of thy
Power *.—My dear Friends, if you turn away, from
fuch Invitations, You are ruined to Etetnity. Mi-
fery awaits You Here, and Damnation Hercafter.
Suffer me then to be importunate. Refufe not HIM
that calleth You by my Mouth; that bids You
truft, and not be afraid ; that offereth Himfelf, with
all his Fulnefs to You.—Why are You backward ?
Why flow of Heart to believe? Why do you ftand
at 2 Diftance from the all-gracious FESUS ?

Is it becaufe You are guilty Wretches ? Then He
publifhes the Act of Indemnity to You; 1, cven I,
am He, that blotteth out your Tranfzreffions for mine
own Sake +.—Is it becaufe You are polluted Crea-
tures ; loathfome in your own Eyes, and much more
loathfome in the Eye of infinite Purity ! Then hear
the Word of the HOLY ONE; I will fprinkie clean
Water upon You, and Ye fball be clean.  From all yrur
Filthinefs, and from all your Idols will I cleanfe You |.—
Is it becaufe your Sins are more numerous, and more
heinous than the Sins of others? Be they ever fo
numerous, or ever fo highly aggravated, thus faith
the G OD of immentfely rich Grace in CHRIST;

* Pfal. cx. 3. + Iui. xhidi. 25. 1 Ezek.
xxxvi. 25, .

Though
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Tiough your Sins be as Scarlety they fhall be as white
as Smw; though they be red like Crimfon, they fhall be
as Weols,

Are yol ftill obje@ing. ¢ I'am weak. I have
¢ no Strength. 1 cannot believ .’—Look, then,
to a promifing GOD ; that He 1vay help your Un-
belief. That™he may fulfil"ith You all the good
Pleafure of his Will, and the Work of Faith with
Power. For HE, who is Truth itfelf, has faid ;
Your GO D will come, and fave You. Then fhall the
Eyes of the Blind be opcnedy and the Ears of the Degf
Soall be unflopped : The lame Man fball leap as an Hart,
and the Torgue of the Dumb fball fing +.—Has the
LORD given You a Defire to believe in his dear
SON ? Doubt not but He will alfo give You the
Power. Does GOD the LORD bring to the Birth,
and not give Strength to bring forth ? That be far
from HIM ! The Sufpicion be far from Us! He has,
in unfpeakable Mercy, appointed his blefled SPIRTT
for this Purpofe. The HOLY GHOST the
Comforter attcndeth continually on this very Thing.
‘To teftify of CHRIST, and to reveal CHRIST
iii our finful Souls. Enabling us to difcern the All-
fufficiency of CHRIST ; to difcern our Right to
make Ufe of CHHRIST ; and to receive CHR[ST
as our own—our own GOD and SAVIOUR.

Be.it then your daily Endeavour, your continual
Bufinefs to believe ; firmly, confidently, afluredly to
believein F ESUS CHR IS8T as the great and glo-
rious REDEEMER, in whom 2o« have Pardon,
Yon have Righteoufnefs, and eternal Life. Thus ex-

* Ifai. i. 18. + Ifai. xxxv. 4, 5.

Crelie
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ercife Yourfelves unto Godlinefs, and GOD wil! /73
You; GOD will firengthen You; yea, GO will
uphold You wits) the right Hand of his Righte
Thus exercife Yoprfelves unto Godlinef depend-
ing on the divine Pithfulnefs ; proceeding upon the
divine Wanant 3§ in Obedience to the;divine Com-
mand, which up\Qv fays, Believe i1 the LORD
your GCD, fo fhall ye be t/IablM Believe bis
Praphers, fo fpall ye profper *.  Believe in his dear
SON, [ fpall yz be fazed t.

Pharash {aid to Fofeph, Now thou art commanded,
this do f. Let me alfo fay to my Hearers; Now Ye
are allowed, invited, commanded to believe in the
SONof GO, thisdo. *Tis your grand Concern.
The onie Thing ncedful. , Without this nothing will
profit You. Therefore I repeat my Exhortation.
Therefore I am fo urgent. Therefore I cannot dif-
mifs the Subje&t, without befeeching the FATHER
of Mercies, to command a Blefling upon the Word,
That You may indced belicve, § unto Righteoufnefs,
unto Life, unto Salvation. Thus will You glorify
the ineffable Goodnefs of G OD, and the ineftima-
ble Merit of CHRIST. Thus will You find a
fure, a full, an incomparable rich Provifion made
for your Safety. And thus will You moft effeCtu-
ally comply with that tender and gracious Invitation
of the LORD your GOD; Come, my Peaple,
enter Thou into thy Chambers, and fbut thy Doors' about
Thee : Hide thyfelf as it were for a little Moment, until
the Indignation be overpaft. For behsld! the LOR D

* 2z Chron. xx. zo. + A&s wvi. 31. 1 Gen.
xlv. 19, § Rom. x. 10,

cometh
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vometh out of his Place to punifb the Inbabitants of the
Earth or their Iniquity *.

And whiag will ye do, when the LORD cometh
forth to puhifh, if you are not reccived into the
Hiding-Place ?=~What will Ye do, ye Men of fo-
ber and decent Converfation ; who huve nothing but
an outward Regzualarity, and foi.re cuftomary Con-
formity to religious Worth'p? T'hefe, tho” in their
Place valuable, yet arc no Security. They are only
the Outworks, not your Citadel. When the rich-
teous Ju‘dgc Shall be revealed from Heaven, in flaming
Fire, to take Viongeance on them that obey not the Gof=
el t; thefz, without the Blood of Sprinkling, will
Le but as a withered Leaf amidft the inextinguitha-
ble Burning.

What will Ye do, ye Men of Fealth, and large
Pofleflions ! Wil Riches profit You, in the Day of
Wrath 1?2 Will 'Riches prote&t you in the Day of
the LORD?’s Controverfy? Alas! they will mark
You out for a Prey, and ferve only to lure the Vul-
tures. If Riches have been your Idol; hoarded up
in your Cofters, or lavithed out upon Yourfclves ;
they will, when the Day of Reckoning comes, be
like the Garment of Pitch and Brimflone, put upon
the Criminal condemned to thé I'lames,

What will Ye do, ye mighty Men of Valour? If
the LORD turn his Hand upon You, your Heart
fhall fail, and your Knees be fecble; your Arm fhall
Jofe its Strength, and your Sword fhall lofe its Edge.
Your Fleets and Armies fhall be as Tow, and the
Commanders of them as a Spark ; and they foall both

* Ifal. xxvi. 20, 21. + 2 Thefl. i. 8. 1 Prov.

Xi.
E burn
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burn together, and nome fhall quench them *.—~If you
are not fheltered and fecured by his Blood,”what
will Ye do, when the Shout of the Arghangel is
made, and the Trump of GOD is heard? Un-
daunted as You now feem, You will then, in an
Azony of Decfpair, call upon Racks to fall upon You,
and Mountains to comr Ya:u +.

What will ye do, ye woluptuous Men, and ye
carelefs Women? Ye that eat the Lambs out of the
Flock, and the Calves out of the Midft of the Stall?
Ye that drink Wine in Bowls, and anoint Your-
fclves with the chief Ointments? Ah! what will ye
do when the whole Land, for the Univerfal Degene-
racy of its Ivhabitants; for their Contempt of
CHRIST, and Negle&t of Grace; fhall become
Brimflone, and Salt, and Burning. Infomuch that it
Jhall not be fown, nor beary nor any Grafs grow thereon 3.
Much more may I afk, what will Ye do, when
the Heavens fhall pafs away with a great Noife; when
the Elements fhall melt with fervent Heat ; when
the whole Eaith, and all the Works that are thercin,
fhall be burnt up ?

What will Ye do, Pcople of #// Ranks and Condi-
tions ; when AMifchicf foall come wpon Mifchief, and
Rumour fball be upan Rumour )| ? When your Houfes
fhall be laid in Heaps, and your Strects be made a
Place of Graves? When your Cities, that were
full of Inhabitants, fhall be folitary; and not a Voice
heard amidft them, but Sighs of the Difconfolate,
and Groans of the Dying? When your Children
fhall be flaughtered in one Place; your Parents in

* Ifai.i. 31. 4+ Rev.vi. 16. ) Deut. xxix. 23.
i Tzek. vils 26,
ano-
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another ; and the ¢ Slain fhall lie behind the Slayer,
* as he Sheaves * behind the Reaper in the Time
s of Ha:veft.””—But above all, what will Ye do,
when thc\great white Throne is ereted ; when the
Earth and the Heavens flee away from the Face of
HIM that fitteth thereon ; and the Dead, both {mall
and great, ftand before GOD to be judged? With-
out the Blood of Sprinkling, where can You be
fafe ? How will You appear? What will You do ?—
Whereas, if CHRIST and his Blood are yours,
all is yours. You have nothing to fear, in Time
or Eternity. «“ Q! well is it with You, and happy
¢ fhall You be.” But this reminds me of adding
a Word,

4. By Way of Confolation.—Poffibly, You may
be ready to enquire; *“ What Confolation will this
¢ adminifter, under the Appearance of national Ca-
« lamities ?’—Very great.  Fear not, fays the
LORD, for I have redeemed thee . Redemptiofi
by CHRIST, is a Prefervative from all Terrour, and
an Antidote again{t every Evil. When this Blood is
fprinkled, Sin is done away, and G OD is appeafed.
His Promiles are your Portion, and his Arm is your
Defence. For the Comfort of fuch People it is writ-
tens He (hall deliver Thee in fix Troubles; yeay in
feven there fall no Evil touch Thee, {n Famine, He
fhall redecm thee from Death; and in War, from the
Power-of the Sword.  Thou fbalt be hid from the
Scourge of the Tongue; neither fhalt thou be afraid of
Deftrutiion when it cometh1. In the Hands of this
reconciled and faithful CREATOR, this un-

* Jer.ix. za. + Ifai. xliii, 1. 1 Job
Vo 1, 200 21,
i 2 wearied
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wearied and Almighty DELIV ERER, how fafcly
may You depofit Yourfelves and your Families,your
Polleflions and your All'!

Le not then difcouraged, ye Followers of CHRIST,
though troublous Times fhould come. All Creatures,
and 2all Fvents, are under the Controul of your hea-
vealy FA'THIER. If he has any farther Occafion for
your Scrvice, or fees it conducive to your Good, He
will preferve you amidit the greateft Dangers. He can
draw ; Curtamn of Cancealment over You; as e did
over Duridin the Cave *. He can plant an invifi-
ble (Guard arourd You, as He did around Eufha in
Dsthar 4. He can tarn the Hearts of your Adver-
faries, and make even the Enemy and the Avenger
to be at Peace with You; as he did in the Cafe of
Facoh, and his enraged Brother.—Or, if you fall in
the common Calamity, your latter End fball be Peace.
Y our Litheritance is unalienable, and your Foy no Man
taketh from Yin.  Your beft Things, your eternal
interefls, arc {ecure inviolably fecure, being Aid
with CHRIS T in GOD {.

Happy, unfpeakably blefled and happy the People,
on whom this Blood is fprinkled! If vindi&tive Vifita=
tions come upon the Land, this may fcreen and pro-
teCt their Perfons; like the Mark, which the Man
clothed w.th Lincn, fet on the Forehead of GOD’s
citofen Ones || 3 or like the Line of Scarlet Thread,
which Rabab the Harlot bound to the Window of her
Iisuic &, Hewcever, by this Blond of Reconciliation,
W Afdions fhall be difarmed, and every Evil un-
siraeg. INay, 7 Things, not in Profperity only, but

* 1 3am. xxiv. 3. + 2 Kings vi. 17. t Col.
IR il lzck, ix. 6. ¢ Joih. ii. 18, 19.

7
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in Adverfity likewifc, fball werk together for Good *.
Death, even Death, is vanquifhed for them, and
becomes their Gain.  And the laft Judgment is no
longer their Terrour, but their unfpeakable Privilege.
Being juftified by this Biood, ticy may cven glory ia
Tribulationy and rejoice in I1spey in fure and fledfaft

* Hope, of the Glsry of GOD t.

Will ye not then, Brethren, ardently join with

me, while I lift my Voice to G OI m the Heavens,
and fry ; < Awake, awzke, O Avm of the LORD
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let this be a Day of thy Power, and a Day of cur
Redemption.  Dehold, O GOD, our sAVI-
O UR, and look upon thy various Congregations.
Sce, what a Gathering of the People there is in
thy Courts; let there be as preat a Ciathering of
Souls to thy bldfled Self.  Fulil the Prophecy,
Almighty SHILOH?! lLect Siiners, won by the
Difcovery of thy Grace, fiy unto Thee as a
Cloud; and til: Shelter in thy Wounds, as the
Dovces in thenr Windowe " That they may reft in
the [ay of Troubic 1 und, when Time fhall be
no wore, may «nte; nto that evellofiing Reft,
which rein.incth tor the Peopic of SOD.” Aumen!

* Rom. viil. 28.  This fecems to be the Meaning of

the [iOLY GIH{OST, in the Paflage latelv quoted trom
Feb. In fix, in manifold and vaiious Troubles, GOD jhall
delive Thee. Or, if he {ufler ‘I hee to be invelved o fe-
wen, there foall no Ex:il touch Thee. His gracious Prefence
fhall be more than Deliverance. I hou fhalt not reel An-
guifb, butenjoy Comfort. 'Thou thult not fuller Harm,
but receive Benefit. 'Though the Flames of Tribulation
kindle all ar.und, they fhall not confume thee, but only
loofc thy Bonds, and fet thee free.  Sct thy Affeftions
free, from a troublefome World ; or fet thy Soul free,

from a Prifon of Clay.

Rom. v. 1, 2, 3.
t SER.






S ER MO N IL

The Way of HoLinEss.

Ezrk. xviil. 27.

When the wicked Man turneth away from bis
Wickednefs that be bath committed, and doetl
that which is lawful and right, be fhall fave
his Soul dlive.

ANY of my Hearers, I obferve, are
l Hufbandmen ; and the Seafon, if I mif-

take not, is the Seafon of Seed-Time.
I will fuppofe a Perfon, unfkilled in your
Bufinels, Brethren, taking Notice of your Work,
Perhaps He goes Home, and fays — ¢« What
¢ ftrange irconfiderate Creatures have I feen
“ in the Ficld? I faw them, inflead of laying
¢ up their Corn in the Garner, throwing it
“ away by Handfuls. Nay, they even buried
¢« it in the Ground, and left it to putrify un-
<« der the Clods. Is this the Way to improve their
s¢ Stock, and increafe their Subftance? Is this the
<« Way to get Gain, and provide for their Families ?**

"F 4 Should



72 The Way of Holinefs.

Should any one make fuch a Refle@tion on your
Conduét; You have an Anfwer ready. The fame
Aniwer, only with an Alteration of Circumftances,
will be equally proper for your Preacher. It is true,
his ufual Subjeéts are, The abfolutely frce Grace of
GOD, and the immenfely rich Menits of CHRIST;
the infinite Atonement, and cverlofing Righteouf-
nefs of the REDFEEMER. But becanfe He gene-
rally enlarges upon thefe Doltiines, is He therefore
throwing away his Worls? Docs He weglec? the
Caufe, or difregurd the Interefis of Holinefs # Far
from it. He is fowirg the Seed of viwal ifoline(s,
Wi ithout which Sced, Holinefs will never flou:.fh in
your Hcarts; will never bring forth Fruit in your
Lives; any more than your plowed Lands would
produce a Crop of Corn, without receiving the
appointed Grain. It is through th. Knowled;c of our
adorable NAVIOUR, as calling Us to Giory and
Frrtue, that Ve have all Things pertaining unto Life
and Godlinefs ¥ 5 unto the L.njoyment of Life eternal,
and the Practice of true Godlingfs.

To convince You, that this is my Aim, I have
chofen a Text full to the Purpofe; and not un-
fuitable to the Occafion of our prefent Aflembly.
When the wicked Man turneth away from his Wicked-
nefs that he hath committed, and docth that which is
lawful and right, be fball fave his Sord alive.

The Words naturally divide themfclves into the
following Particulars;

I. What the wicked Man thould turn from—
Wickednefs.

¢ 2 Pet. i, 3.
II, What
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1I. What he fhould turn to—T0 do that which is
lawful and right.

111, What will be the Effect of fuch Tummg—
He fhall fave bis Soul alizve.

May CHRIST fESUS, the ilead of his Church,

and the wonderful Counfellor, enable Us to open

“thefe "Truths; to add a Word of lively Application;
and to reccive godly " ifying from the Whole !

I. What the wicked Man fhould turn from—
Wichednefs. Here porlaps You expe&, that I
fhould mention teveral Sorts of Wickednefs ; fhould
difplay the detc{table Nature, and deftru&tive Conle-
quenccs of each; and deter You, by fuch Confide-
rations, {rom the Commiflion of them all. Deter You
from L ,ing and Defrauding; from Curfing and
Swearing; from Drunkennefs and Uncleannefs ;
from a fpit-ful Temper and a back-biting Tongue.
Thefe are horrid Evils. On Account of thefe the
Land mourns, Thefe bring the Vengeance of GOD
on a Peifon, and on a People *.  If I could fpeak in
Thunder, 1 could never inveigh too loudly againft
thefe Vices. ¢ Ye that zo on in fuch Iniquities,
¢ Ye are feattering Brim/lone upon your Habitations t.
¢ Yeare heaping up IVrath againft the Day of Wrath .
“ How can Ye cfeape the Damnation of Hell | 27

But let me forbear fuch Invectives. Let me rea-
fon with You, in the Spirit of Mildnefs.—I will fup-
pofc You poficfled of a pleafant Garden. In fome
favourite Bed, many Weeds fpring up, alluring to

* Col. iii. 6. t Job xviii. 13. 1 Rom. ii. 5.
|| Mate. xxiii. 33.

the
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the Eye, but full of deadly Poifon. Will You or-
der your Gardener to crop off the Leaves, or to
pluck up the Roots P—To pluck up the Roots, moft
ccrtainly,  Becaufe, if He does the former only, it
will avail but little ; it will be no better than Labour
loft. Whereas, if [e does the latter, He will ef-
fectually rid your Ground of the pernicious Encum-
brance.—Thus would I a&. Wickednefs is this
pernicious Weed, It is full of deadly Poifon. 1t
pollutes your Souls, and will be the Bane of your
Happinefs. 1 would not therefore be content with
ufing the Pruning-knife and cutting off the Shoots.
But I would take the Spade, and level uiy Blow at
the Root.

I would fain have You tuin, not partially and fu-
perficially, but theroughly and ha’itualiy—Not from
fome only, but from af/ Wickednefs—And not
barely from the Praélice, but cven from the Lows of
it, and any Fonduefs for it—This will never be ace
complifhed, unlefs You turn

YFrom a thoughtlefs
From a prayerle, :g State.

From an infenfible

1. From a thoughtlefs State.—You are made for
Eternity. You are immortal Beings. You muft
dwell either with GOD in Heaven, or with Levils
in Hell; and that to endlefs, endlefs Ages. You
know not how foon You may be fummoned into the
invifible and eternal World. The following Night,
for aught you can tell ; or before the prefent Hour
is expired. Do you ferioufly confider, to which of
thefe everlafting Abodes You are approaching?

For

»
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For which of thefe unchangeable Conditions You
are meet?

Except a Man be born again, fays our LORD, He
cannot entcr into the Kingdom of Heaven*. This is
the unalterable Refolution of the righteous Judge.
.You all hope for Heaven ; and I humbly befeech the
LORD, that You may not be difappointed of your
Hope. But do You diligently enquire, whether
You have experienced this New Birth ? Is there a
fpiritual Change wrought in your Souls ? Are your
Affc&tions taken off from Vanity, and fixed on the
infinitely amiable GOD? Is your Memory filled
with the Truths of the Gofpel, and are your Defires
rifing to Things above ? To expe&t the Bleflednefs
of Heaven, and have no Concern about this Rencwal
of your Nature, is to contemn the Counfels of
CHRIST, and to trifle with his unaltcrable Decree.

Without Holincefs no Man fhall fee the LORD 4.
This is the ftanding Rule for our prefent Condutt,
and indifpenfibly neceffary for our future Happinefs,
You may be civil and decent in your Behaviour ;
You may attend the Place of divine Worthip, and
pafs for reputable Perfons. Yet, unlefs You are
holy in your Hearts, and holy in your Converfation,
You cannot enter into GOD’s bhifsful Prefence.
To be holy, is to put on CHRIST 1; to refemble
CHRYST, in your Spirit and Carriage, as one Man
refembles another, when He puts on his Drefs, or
imitates his Manners. Do You look to CHRIST,
as your Pattern; follow CHRIST, as your
Guide ; and, in the general Courfe of your Life,

% John iii. 3.+ Heb. xii. 14. 3§ Rom. xiii. 14.
walk
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walk as CHRIST walked !~——Perhaps You have

never fo much as aimed at this. Never {o much as
ferioufly confidered Eternity, Regeneration, and a
Conformityto CHRIST. Thefe Things are feldom,
if ever in your Thoughts. "Then be aflured, You
are far from Holinefs. You are not turned from
your Evil Way ; no, nor fo much as eginning 1o
turn,

Say not, ¢ This Dute ~f ferious Confideration is
¢ a flight Matter. 1f i .. ocon quilty of Injuftice
¢ or Perjury ; if I had committed Adultery oc Mur-
¢ der; thele indced were heinous Crimes. Whereas,
¢ the Omiflion, which You have infifled on, is but
¢ afmall Offence.” —Smail Offerice ! | icfume not to
think fo. However fuch Guilt may appear little in
your View, or f{it ealy upon your Conicience, it is
heinous enough to make Heaven and b arth amazed.
For Thus fuith tie LORD 5 Heary, O Hoavens ; and
give Eairy O Eavth! 1li e nsurifhed aii browght up
Children, ard they bave rovcticd againft vie.  1he Ox
knoweth s Owricry aad the 4y Lis Myter's Grib :
But lrael doth not Ficw, my Pesple DOTH NoT cona
siDErR ®¥. To fuy the ‘Iruth; an inconfiderate
carelefs Life, is an uniutermitted Courle of Sin. It
is one continucd A& of Rebellion againt God.—
It oppofes his compatlionate With ; O/ that they
werewife ! That they underflood this ! Tiat theywould
confider their laiter End + I—it difobeys his pofitive
Command ; Thus fuith the LORD of Hofls, the fu-
preme Ruler of the World, Confider your I¥ays . —

o

® Ifal, i. 2,9, 1 Deut, xxxii. 29. 1 Hag.i. 5,7,
3 It
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It defeats the Defign of his holy Word, and would
make the Blood of his SON to be of none Effeét.

2. Turn from a prayerlefs State.~Alas! how
many of thofe, whom We call Chriftians, are Stran-
gers to Prayer ! How many Servants rife to their
Work, and never bend a Knee before their M A S-
‘TER inlleaven! How nany Muflers fet their Ser-
vants an ungodly lixample; enter upon the Affairs of
the Day, without imploring the GOD of all Grace
cither to proiper their Bufinels, or to fan&ify theic
Souls! How many Parents know not what it is, to
make carnzit Supplications for the Converfion and
Salvation of their Children! and how many Children
are as ignorant of the Nature, the Neceflity, the Ad-
vantages of Praycr, ¢ as the wild Afs’s Colt *!

Shall T reckon Thsfz good People? Are Thefe
tutned to their GOD? No; they are Defpifers of
the Mot HITGH. They caft Contempt upon his
Majelty. ‘The Language of their Praflice is; ¢ De-
¢ part from Us, Omnipotent as Thou art, We have
¢ no Need of Thee. No Need of thy SPIRIT, to
¢« make Interceflion in Us ; no Need of thy SON,
 to make Interceflion for Us.”— Mot juftly, there-
fore, is it reckoned by Eiphuz, as Part of a wickel
and abandoned Charactery Trou reftraineft Prayer
befare God . Nay, it is mentioned by the Ffalmift,
as the fimthing Part; that which feals up the Soui
under the Dominion of Iniquity, and fhuts out al}
reajfonable Llope of a Reformation.  They are cor-
vupt 5 thy do abominable Jhiris; and there is no

¥ Job xi. ra. 4 Job x;"q..

~

-~
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Profpect of theig doing otherwife, fince they call not
upon the LORD *.

Religious, yet negle& Prayer ! Impoflible. Can
a Man live without Food? Can He breathe without
Air? No more can you withftand ‘I'emptation, or
exercife Godlinefs unlefs You watch unto Prayer +.—
The Neglect of Prayer, is not only finful in itfelf,
but the {ure Sign of an unfanctified Heart, and the
wide lulet to cvery unrighteous Pradtice. ¢ Shew
¢ me a prayerlefs Perfon, faid Oue, and I will thew
¢ You a gracelefs Perfon.”——Turn then, Sinners,
turn without Delay, to a Habit of Prayer; of
fecret, ferious, earueft Prayer., Ctherwife, You
cannot expect, that the Wrath of GO fhould
be turned away from You. No; when he whets
his glittering Sword, and his Hand takes hold on
Judgment, ¥z arc the Perfons that caufe the In-
dignation, Ysu are the Perfons who have Reafon to
tremble at the Stroke. For thus it is written in
that vencrable Book, which is a T'ranfcript of the di-
vine Will, and the Rule of the divine Procedure ;
Pour out thy Fury upon the Heathen, that know thee
not 5 pour out thy Fury upsn the Familiesy that call not
on thy Name 1.

3. Turn from your infenfible State.—DBe fenfible of
your Guilt; your Mifery, your Ruin. Thoughtlefs and
prayerlefs People, You are Sinners before the 3O D
of Heaven. You are the Children of his Wrath.
You are the Objeéls of his Vengeance. Condemned
and accurfed by his holy Word. O! may the
LORD qfall Power, rend the Vil from Your Un-

* Pl Wv. 4. § Fph.vi.18. t Jer. x. z5.
derftand-
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derftandings, and fhew you youm perilous, your
dreid(ully perilous Condition.

If while I am fpeaking, the Earth fhould ree/ to
and fro, and be in ftrong Convulfions under your
Feet; if it fhould opzn its horrid Jaws, and gape
frightfully widc to devour you ; not one in the Af-
fembly, but would be greatly alarmed. How then
can You be carclefs and unconcerned, when Hell
from beneath is opening her Mouth, to fwallow you
up in ¢ndlefs Perdition ?—If this Building was rocking
over your Heads, and tottering on every Side ; if
the Beams were burfting, and the Walls cleaving ;
You would be ftruck with Aftonithment. And how
is it, that you are under no Apprehenfions, when
the Indignation of an Almighty GOD is ready to
fall upon You; znd, worfe than ten thoufand falling
Miliftones, grind You to Powder ?—~-If the Fremch
were landedy, with an Army of defperate Papifis ;
If You were {urrounded by thofe barbarous Ene-
mices of your Religion and Country; if their Swords,
recking with Briti/b Blood, werc now at your
Throats ; You would tremble for your Lives. And
wiil you not icel fome Concern for your Souls when
the Sword of (Jmnipotence is fharpened to cut You
in Pieces? When, for aught you know, it may be
already unfhcathed ; may have reccived a Commil-
fion to give the fatal Rlow; and, before another Hour
paffes; may actually fliike.—If the late Diftemper
among the Caule, fhould turn to a Pligue among
Menj; if it fhould {wecp away Thoulands, and ten
Thoufands to an vntiinely Grave; if You thould fee
Multitudes of your Neighbours fickenMp, droaping,
dying on every Sude; wertainly Y ou wdtild be terri

fied.
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. fied. How then gan you remain unimprefled, whed
the Curfe * of GOD is approaching You? When the
Curfe of GOD is hovering over You? When the
Curfe of GOD is ready to be poured out upon
You; and turn all your Delignts into Weeping,
Wailing, and Gnafhing of Teeth ?

Behold then, Sinners, inconfiderate, and infenfible
Sinners, You are this Day impleaded at GOD’s Bar.
You are found guilty before the JUDGE of the
‘World. You are upon the very Brink of everlafting
Deftiu@ion.—Not the Earth, but Hell, is opehing
her Mouth to devour you. Not the Stones and Tim-
ber of your Houfes, but the Pengearce of the Moft
HIGH, is ruthing down upon You. ‘[ he Sword,
not of an enraged Adverfiry, but of GOD’ moft
tremendous Difplezfure, is drawn, perhaps ftretched
out to deftroy you. The Peftilence, or what is in-
finitely more to be dreaded than the Peftilence that
waiketh in Darknefs, the Curfe of GOD is ready to
break forth upon You.—And will not thefe Terrors
awaken You; alurm you; perfuade you + ?~~Thou
GOD of the World, and GOD of our Souls, let not
thy Judgments ard thy Threatenings go forth in vain !

I hope fome of you are inclined to atk—How,
or to what fhould we be perfuaded ? If fo, my fe-
cond Particular will fuggeft the proper Anfwer.

II. What the Wicked Man thould turn to?—To do
that which is lawiul and right. 'T'o repent of Sin,
and love GOD ; to be purc in Heart, and holy in
all Manner of Converfation. This is implied in
the Exhertation of the T'ext.  ‘T'his is the indifpen-
fible Duty ofall Men.,  And to promote this, is the
sountinual Aim of our {liniftry.

* Gul. iii. 10. + 2 Cor. v, 11,
4
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But you are guilty, ruined, impotent Creatures.—
Guilty; and can You, under a Load of Trefpafles, arife
and do your LORDY’s Will 2—Ruinsd ; and can
You, amidft fuch difcouraging Circumftances, have
any Heart to fet about the Work of Reformation ? —
Impotent ; and can You, under the moft deplorable
Weaknefs, perform the ‘moft difficult of all Ser-
vices?—No. You muft firft be relieved and enabled,
before you can be fufficient for thefe Things. Like
the Woman bowed down with the Spirit of Infirmity,
or like ,jthe impotent Man at the Pool of Bethefila,
You muft receive Reftoration and Strength from
GO your SAVIOUR. Turn then to CHRIST,
who fays by his Prophet ; O Ifracl, thou bafl defiroyed
sthyfelfy but in ME is thy Help *.

If you fhould enquire; What fhal]l I find in
CHRIST?—All that you can want, All that you
can wifh. Incomparably more than I am able to
exprefs. For ot bath pleajed the FAT HE R, that in
CHRIST fhould all Fulnefs dwell +.

Becaufe You are guilty, and have a Burden of
[niquity on your Souls, HE is the Lamb of GOD,
that taketh away the Sin of the IWorldt.—A Lamb, of
G OD’s own appointing: A Lamb of infinite Ex-
cellence and Dignity: To whom nothing is equal,
nothing comparable. This Lamb of GOD has fhed
his Blood for Sinners; has fuffered Death for Sin-
ners ; yé, has died in their Stead, 2nd endured all
that Vengeance which they have deferved. 1In this
aoft wonderful and perfet Manner, has He obtained
their Pardon! Pardon, not of fome only, but of all

* Hof, viii. 9. { Col. i, 19. 1 Johni. 29.
G Sins.
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Sins. Be they ever fo nuinerous, or ever fo heinous,
it makcth no Difterence with Him. Aninfinite SA-
V1IQOUR taketh away Millions, unnumbered Mil-
lions of the moft abominable Iniquities, with as much
Eafe, as He expiates a fingle Offence, or the fnall-
eft Fault.  He blottcth out Tranferoffions, aggravated
Tranfgreffions, innumerable "[ranfgreflions, as «,
Cloud * 3 as eafily and as completely, as the Wind
fweeps away a floating Cloud, from the Face of the
Sky. Delivered from this Load of Guilt, you will
be fitted to walk in the Way of G OD’s Command-
ments, and not be weary; yea t. run and not faint 1.

Becaufe you are ruined, and have nothing that may
recommend You to the moft high GOD, CHRIST
has brought in a Righteoufnefs—a complete Righte-
oufneis—a divine Righteoufnefs.  Confider the un-
fpotted Purity of his Nature, and thc unfinning
Obedience of his Life; confider his fervent Cha-
rity to Man; and his patient Refignation to GOD ;
confider all his exalted Virtues; and all his exem-
plary Allions; thefe, all thefe, in their utmoft Per-
feCtion, are not only for the Imitation, but for the
Juflification alfo, of fuch Sinners as You and I.— His
Name is TE HOV AH, which fpeaks incomprehenfible
Grandewr in Him; 7EHOVAH our Righteoufnefs 1,
which fpeaks unutterable Comfort to Us. In this
Righteoufnefs we may be fully accepted, and en-
titled to Life cternal, Of this we may make our
Boaft, and fay; Jn the LORD bave I Rightcoufnefs § ;
I, a Tranfgreflor, have a real Righteoufitefs; I,
a defe&tive Creature, have a confummate Righteouf-

* Ifaiixliv. 22, 4 lai o xI, 31, 1 Jer. xxiii. 6.
§ Iai. xlv. 24.
nefs 3
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nefs; I, a frail, relapfing Chriftian, have an inva-
riable and everlafting Righteoufnefs. O! What a
Treafure is this! What an unfpeakable Gift is this !
Is there a Cordial that can revive our Spirits ; As'there
a Motive that can animate Us to Duty; like Juftifi-
cation through IMM AN U E L’s Rightcoufnefs ! —
Blefled LORD! This makes thy Yoke eafy, and
thy Burden light.

Becaufe you are weak and difubled, CHRIST
has the Rufidue of the SPIRIT * 5 the Frulucfs of
the SPIRIT +; the feven SPIRITS of GOD
are before his T'hrone 1. The HOLY GHOST, in
all his Opcrations, and with all his Graces, CHRIST
fends to whomfocver He pleafes §.—He gave this
ineftimable Blefling to Saxl the Perfccutor and Blaf-
phemer. He gave this ineftimable Bleffing to many
of his Murderers ond Crucifiers. He {hll confers
the heavenly Gift on his Enemies, yea on the Rebel-
lisus alfs\|. And the Promife, the free gracious Pro-
mife, 75 to Yiuy and to your Children, and to all that
are afar off, even as many as the LOR D our GO D,
by the Preaching of his Gofpel, fball call* *.

How falutary and beneficial are the Effe@ls of
this Gift, our LORD Himfclf, who befl kncw,
has admirably thewn. ZF& that bolicveth on L1E,
out of bis Belly fhall fow Rivers of livirg Water,
"This fpake He of the SPIRIT, which every one,
that turns to Him, and believes on Him, fhall re-
ceive. Obferve fome beautiful and copious River,
How it cxhilarates the Country, and fructifies the
Soil, through which it pafles. Bettows a thoufand-

* Mal. ii. 15. + Col. 1. 19. 1 Rev. 1. 4.,
§ John xvi. 7. || Pfal. Ixviii. 18. ** A&sii. 39.

G 2 Con-
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Conveniencics, and gives Birth to a thoufand De-
lizhts, wherever it takes its winding Courfe.  So,
the COMF OR'T ER dwelling in the Heart, gives
fuch Glarming Views of CHRIST, and his un-
fearchable Riches, as gladden the Confcience, and
make Us truly happy. Hence, as from an inexhauf-
tible Source, true Holinefs flows, and every {piritual
Good.  This difpofes Us to love our Nceighbour ;
this teaches Us to be meek in Spirit; and this wili
raife our Defires far above earthly, fenfual, tranfitory
Things ; even as David’s Thoughts were raifed far
above the Shepherd’s Scrip, when He fat exalted on
the Throne of Jjrael.

Undcr the Influence of this divine SPIRIT, You
will fay; ¢« CHR /ST has taken away the execrable
¢ Filth of my Sins; and fhall I wallow in the Mire
“ of Iniquity again ?P—C//R 18T has delivered me
¢ from the Pit of cvcr..n{hnu DefirmQlion; and fhall

* I leap into thofe unquenchable Flames, from
“‘which, as a Brand, 1 have been fhatched *—Ii
“ my adorable REIDEEMER I have a perfect Rizh-
¢ tcoufnefs, and am completely juftified ; and fhall
¢ I not endcavour to walk waorthy of fuch Favours ;
¢ to fhew my Gratitude for fuch Benchcence, by
¢ bringing forth the Fruits of Righteoufnels in all
¢ my Converfation ?”’

Yes, Brethren; when You arc turned to CHHR/ST;
to reccive his Atonemeat, to rely on his Righgcouf-
nefs, to be filled with his SPIRIT; it will be
with your Soul, as it1s with the Ear¢)), when it is
turned to the Sun. I'he Earth, You fee, is now
barren 2nd unf uitful ; becaufe it has been very much
withdrawn from the enlivening Beams of the Sun.

Fre
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Ere long it will be replaced under the full Influenges
of that Fountain of Light and Heat. Then ylat a
Change will take Placc ! How will the Flowers ap-
pear onthe Ground! How will the Leaves adorn the
Trees! How will the Singing of Birds be heard inour
Land! So fhall Holinefs and a heavenly T'emper be
produced in your Souls. So fhall Obedience, with
Al the Fruits of Godlinefs, flowith in your Lives,
when this Sun of” Righteorfnefs manifefts Himfelf in
your Hearts ; makes You Partakers of his Salva-
tion ; and thus arifes upon You, with lealing under
bas Tamgs %,

Should any One doubt, whether this is the Way to
do that which is lawfuland right; 1 afk—Is it not a
pleafing Way ? Such as we thould with for ? Such
as We fhould prefer above all others? And fuch zs
will render our LORD’s Service pericét Freedom ?
—Is it nota rationel Way? Apparently adapted to
engage the Heat; to ftrengthen the Hand ; and,
thereby, to fit the whole Man for every good Work?

Lefides ; is it not the Way appointed by GOD ?
—Would we ¢ carncfily repeat, and be heartily for-
¢ ry for all our Mifdoings > The Wifdom of GOD
aflures Us, this Sorrow muft anfe from believing
Views of CHRIST. From looking unto Him 1whom
e have pierccd +. Locking unto Him as wounded
for ow* ''ranfgreffions, and bruifed for our Iniqui-
tics. This, if any Thing, will incline Us to be
afflifed, and mourn, and weep for all our Abomina-
tions. Thus, and thus only, fhall we expericnce
that godly Sorrow, which werketh Repentance not to be
]‘Iljh’ﬂit‘c/ q/:

* Mal. iv. 2. + Zech. xii. 10.
G 3 Would



26 The Way of Holinefs.

" \Would We /sve GOD? The Oracles of
Hebven inform Us, that We muft firft fec his Love;
his infinitely free, and infinitely tender Love, to-
wards Us. His Love, not imputing any Sin to our
Souls, but laying all our Iniquities upon his own
SON. ‘Then thall 7% love him, when we perceive
and know, that He has, in this moft divinely gracious
Manner, regarded—/ved—blefled Us.

Would We be pure in Heart 7 The LORD pu-
rifes the Feart by Faith %, Faith in CHRIST, as
fliedding his moft precious Blood, as giving his moft
glorious Perfon, for cur Ranfom.  And, by his one
Oblstion, finifiung onr Tranfzreffion; making Recon-
cliation for cur Inigeity ; yea perferting us for ever.
Infomuch, that We may boldly and afluredly fay ;
Through this Grace of cur LORD J1SUS CHR'ST,
%% jball be faved. He that hath this Faith and this
Hope, purificth Himfeijy even as be is pure.

Would Ve renounce all Ungodlinef/s 7 ' Would We
live foberlyy righteaufly, and godlily + 2 By Grace We
mutt be enabled ; even tht (rrace, which brings Sal-
vation, a finifhed and frec Salvation to Sinners. That
Grace, appearing in the Heart, and appropriated by
Faith, 1s the fure, the effetnal Meons of true SanQi-
fication ; tue fure, the eficctual Motive to willing
Obedience.—Thercfore our LORD fays, He that
eateth me, even He fhail live by me §.  He that cateth
me, that receiveth my Righteoulnefs and Redemp-
tion; tuat makcth a dzily Ufe of me and my Bene-
fits, for the Refrefhment and [ealth of his Soul ; as

¥ Alts zv. g, +Tit il 11,02, | John vi. 67,

9 People «
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People make a daily Ufe of their neceffary Food, for
the Nourithment and Support of their Bodies. F_cn
He fball live by me ; He fhall live to GOD:-in real
Holinefs Here, and live with GOD in everlafting
Glory Hereafter.—This Method will ftrengthen and
prepare Us for difcharging all the Duties of a Chrif-
tian Life ; as Bread ftrengthens and prepares the La-
bourer for difpatching the Bufinefs of his toilfome
Calling. Whereas without ufing this Sovereign Ex-
pedient, We fhall be as incapable of exercifing Our-
felves unto Godlinefs, as the Hireling, deprived of
his ufual Meals, would be incapable of performing
his daily Tafk.

Ubpon the Whole; We do not urge You to make
Brick without Straw. We do not call upon You to
arife and work, without fhewing You from whence
your Ability and Vigour are to proceed.—Some, per-
haps, might exhort You to all holy Obedience; but
negle&ing thefe moft neccflary Directions, their Ex-
hortations would be comfortlefs and infignificant.
Becaufe, You might fctch a Sigh, and make An-
fwer; < All this we would gladly do, but alas!
¢« we are not able.”’—Whereas, Here is Grace {uf-
ficient for You in CHRIST. Whatever hinders
You, CHRIST removes. Whatever You want,
CHR 15T beftows.  That being delivered from your
Enepies and from the Hand of all that hate You ; fiom
the Influence of all that embarrafles, and all that dif-
courages You ; You may ferve Him, without flavifh or
difquieting Fear, in Holinefi and Righteoufncfs before
Him, all the Days of your Life *.

* Luke i. 74, 75.
G4 Happy
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. Happy Deliverance ! Thrice happy Conduét! But
Ry 'ncr ftill the Iflue of all |—=Which reminds me of
my R Enquiry ; namely,

III. What will be the Effe& of this Turning ?—
He, the wicked Man, thus turned, fhall fuve bis Soul

alive.

He fhali five—Safety fhall be his Companion.
Safety fhall be his Guard. Safety fhall efcort Him
through the Dangers of Life. All the Days of
his appointed Time, He fhall dwell under the De-
Sence of the biofl HIG H, and abide under the Sha-
dow of the ALMIGHT Y *. — Moft  defirable
Situation ! Efpecially, when Julgments, defolating
and deftru@ive Judginends, are abroad.—While the
Storm of Calamity is gatiaering, or, when the Tem-
pelt of Tribulation is raging, Q! what a Calm muft
it create in the Heart, to have the cternal GOD
for'our Refuge +!1 To fay within outf2lves; ¢ The
¢ Hand that is fretched over the Sea, and fhakes the
“ Kingdims of the Earth ; the Hand that rends the
« Mouitains, and featters the everlafling Hills | 5 that
¢ Hand is my Defence and my Shield !”

Savc his Seul—1It is not improbable, but his bodi-
ly Weltare may be fecured.  GGOD may let a Maik
upon his Forclicad, and command the Sword of the
deftroying Angcl to pafs over his Houfe. But howa
cver this may be determined, his Soul fthall be fafe.
As to lus ipmtual Welfare, He has a Writ of Protec-
tion, under the great Seal of Heaven. I'he LORD
‘FESUS is his ever-taithful Guaidian, and None

* Pful, xzilo1. + Deut. xxxiii. 27, 1 Hab.
i1, 6.
j7.'a//
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Shall pluck Him out of the divine REDEEMER’s
Hand*. The roaring Lion may go about feek'.ig
to devour Him ; but he has a ftrong City, whici the
infernal Adverfary cannot ftorm ; he has an impreg-
nable Bulwark, which the Powers of Darknefs can-
not fcale. Though He fall, the Arm of CHRIST
will raifc Ilim. Though he be defiled, the Blood
of CHRIST will cleanfe Him. ‘Though He die,
it will be no Lofs, but Gzin. HE that has the
Keys of the Grave, will give Commandment con-
cerning his mouldring Bones.  He that lives for
cvermore, will receive his departing Soul.—This,
perhaps, may be mcant by that other emphatical
Word, alive.

He fhall fave his Soul a/rvo—TIle fhall not barely
be fafe, but happy. He fhall cnjoy what truly
deferves the Name of Life. A Man may elcape
from his Enemy, by flying to a fortified Caftle; but
in the Caftle there may be Drought and Famine.
He may perifh by thefe Difaflers, though preferved
from the purfuing Foe. It fhall not be thus with
the returning, believing, renewed Sinner. He fhall
be faved with a complete and everlating Salvation.
He is a Child of GOD, and an Hcir of Glory.
He fhall rejoice in CHRIST FESUS here, and
fhall enter into the ]oy of his LORD hercafter.—
When the Earth is burnt up, He fhall fee it
When the Heavens pafs away, He fhall ftand with
Boldnefs. When all Nature finks into Diflolution,
He fhall not only furvive, but enjoy the Ruin, He
fhall leave a diffolving World, to poflefs a Kingdom

* John x. z21.

in
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in Heaven; to wecar a Crown of Righteoufnefs;
“d to be for ever with, for ever hke, his bleﬂcd

and glorious LORD.

We have now fhewn—what the wicked Man
fhould turn from—what he fhould turn zs—what
will be the Efe/? of his Turning.—Give me leave
to afk ; has the Arm of the LORD been revealed?
Are you imprefled by the awful, or encouraged by
the comfortable "I'ruths? If fo, perhaps you will
be ready to fay; « Will CHRIST receive Me?
¢« Will he make A% a Partaker of thefe incompa-
¢ rable Benefits ? Shall fuch a one, who is fo very
& niweerthy, find Favour in his Sight i

Yes; fuch a one may find Favour. Any one,
every one who comes, He will receive. He fends
his Minifters to inwvite You; He fends his Judg-
ments to compel You; He ufes every Expedient to
g&in You.—He bids Earthquakes tear the Founda-
tions of Nature, and turn mighty Cities into ruin-
ous Heape, that you may be built on that Rock,
which fhall never be fhaken. He calls the Sword
of War out of its Scabbard, and commands it to
be bathed in Blood, that you muy fly for Safety
to the Prince of Peacc. While Ruin and Defola-
tion are purfuing their dreadful Work all around,
He throws open the Doors of his Grace and Righ-
teoufncis, and moft compaflionately cries ; “.Comc,
¢ my People ; come, poor Offenders; enter into
« thefe Chambcrs, and find Refl.”

Is any of you ftill inclined to reply, ¢« Will
¢« CHRIJST indeed reccive me, who am not only
«“ a2 Sinncr—but a great Sinner—a long perfifling
«“ Sinncr—and now feem to come but at the /uf

s Hour,
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¢ Iour y more like one driven by Fear, than drawr
« by Love ?”’—What thinkeft thou! Woul? the
Widow of Nain, who went mourninz after the
Corpfe of her only Son, almoft inconfolable with
her Lofs; wou'd fhe be unwi 'ing to receive Him,
when our LORD reftored Him to-Life, and de-
livered Him to bis Vother ¥ 2 Would fhe need much
Iinportunity, and hardly be prevailed on to embrace
her beloved, her lamented Child ? Impoffible to fuppofe,
Remamber, what CHR IS8T has dane for Sinners ; what
He has fugered for Sinners 3 how his Bowels yearn
over Sinners ; and it will appear equally impofiible,
that He fhould rejet any retuining Profligate.

Rejeét ! Noj; the good Father, aged and venerable
as He was, haflened; yea, ran to meet the Pro-
digal. He fell on his Neck, and tenderly kified the
dificlute Youth 4. So, with fuch Readinefs, and fuch
Compaffion, will the everlafting FATTHER recgive
You to his Family, his Favour, his Lo: «—Nay
more; He will receive You with Foy. #He is the
good Shepherd.  You are the loft Sheep. He is
come in his Word to feck You. When You turn
to Him, he has found You. Then, fays the Scrip-
ture, the good Shepherd goes Home with his re-
covered Shecp, rejoicing 1. O let your Minifter,
and (which is unfpcakably more engaging) let the
bleflid FESUS have Joy of You, my Brethren.
Even that FESUS, by whom Sinners are dearly be-
loved and longed for § 5 who has no greater Delight
than to fave them from their Iniquities, and num-
ber them among lus Children.

* Luke vii. 15, + Lukexv, z0. t Lukexv, 5.
§ Phil.iv. 1.

If
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If you thould anfwer—¢¢ This is a Matter of the
" wmoft Importance. It lies at the very Root of all
¢« my Comfort. Let me hear it confirmed from our
«“ LORD’s con Mouth., T will bearken what the
s« LORD GOD will fay concernirg me *.”

Hear then his own Promife ; the moft precious
Promife that VWords can form, or Fancy conceive;;
Whofoewer cometh to s, for Pardon, for Juftification,
for Holinefs, [ wiil i1 no wwife caft Lim out +.—71hs-
Joever ; whether he be high or low, learned ur il-
literate ; whether He be a Servant or a Mafter, a
Prince or a Beggar; no eneis excepted, no one
fhall be refuled.—/n 2o wife; on no Confideration
of paft Tranfgreflons; on no Account of piefent
Depravity ; on no Fore-knowledge of future Fail-
ings. Onlylet Him comce, only ht bim come, and
nothing fhall debar Him from the Enjoyment of
my Benefits; nothing fthall feparate Him from the
Endez-agents of my Love.

Hear his® kind lnwvitation.  Return wnto mey for T
kave redeemed yout. Ye, that have hitherto been
Strangers to Serioufoefs, and always alicnated fiom
me; turn unto mey and I will not fo much as up-
braid you § with your Folly.—Ye, that arc now
Backfliders, and have for a Seafon ungratefully de-
parted from me; turn wnto Me, and I will heal your
Rackflidings ; my Stripes fhall make you whole.—
Ye that have been Slaves to Vice ; have fold your-
felves to work Wickednefs; and are grown old in
abominable Praétices; it is not too late even for You.
I }eve redeemed even fuch as Yzu.—1 fhake the

* Pfal. Ixxxv. 8. + Johnvi. 37, 1 Ifa. xliv. 22,

Pillars

% Jam. i. 3.
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Pillars of Nature, and rock the Foundations of the
World! [ clothe the Heavens with Blacknefs, tnd I
make Sackcloth their Covering*. Yet for fuch as you,
I gave my Back to the Smiters, and hid not my Face from
Shame and Spitting. Yes, Sinners; Sinners of every
Kind ; I bore the Curfe of the Law, and died the
Death of the Crofs, on purpofe that I might redeem
fuch as You.—Mofl amiable REDEEMER! Who
would not liften to a Call, fo wonderfully en-
dearing? Sinners, how can you withftand a Motive,
fo fweetly conftraining ¢

Hear his folemn Qathy A5 I live, faith the LORD
GOD, I have no Pleafure in the Death of the IVicked,
but that the Wicked turn from his Way and live. Turn
Yoy turn Ye from your evil Ways; for why will Ye die,
O Houfe of Ifracl +? Was therc cver any Declara-
tion fo charming ? Or any Addrefs fo affedtionate >—
Sce! how the'High @nd Lofty ONE condefcends !
He commands in Heaven, on Earth, through Hel};
vet, more like a Supplicant than a Sovereiph,"He
vouchfafcs to folicit and befcech You. Ffom the
Habitation of his Glory He cries; Twon ye, poor
perithing Creatuies.—Again He crics 3 1z ye, to
your GOD and SAVIOUR. That ye may be
delivered fiom 2l your Tranfgreilions, and Iniquity
may not be your Ruin.—lo take away all your
Reluctance, He pleads, He expoftulates; 7%y wit
ve die?, Why will Ye dettroy veurfelves, and b
undone for cver —That you may have no Doubt
of a free Pardon and a favourable Reception, e
fwears 5 {wears by Himdlelt; by his own Life and

* Ifui. L 3, 6. + Ezck, xxxiii. 11.

immortal
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immortal PerfeCtions ; that He Aas no Pleaﬁm in your
Death, but thall rejoice, infinitely rejoice m«your
Recovery and Salvatxon.

Here then You have the Promife, the Invitation,
the Ozth of the LORD. Can there be greater En-
courrement ? Will not this threefold Cord draw
You '—Should You fay; ¢ I cantot turn. I am
¢« e and bound with the Chain of my Corrugtions,
« (' that CZIRIST”-~Fear not. He will, He will.
Hc wat fends bis Mumifter to give You this Ex-
hortatica ; [le that has fent Eis SPIRIT tp work
this Defiic ir your Soul; He that has fpilt His Blood
to obtain all Bleflings for you ; He wnll put forth his
Strength, and turn You to Himflf. He ftretched
forth his Hand, and faved Peter from finking in the
tempeftuous Sea. What He did to Him, is a Pat-
tern and a I'i~dge of what He will do for you.~—
Only continuc to feek his Face. Let your Heart
talk of Him. Sct Lis unbounded Goodnefs and
Alm; ity Power beivte your Eyes.  Meditate on
his’ mh te Propitiation and incomprehenfible Merits.
Conﬁdcr his cverlafting Righteoufrefs and never-
ceafing Interceffion. Look upon all thefe as your
own. To look upon them as y.:rr own, You have a
Warrant ; You have a Command.—And if CHRIST
has done fo great Things for You, You may af-
furedly believe, that, in his duc Time, in his wife
Manner, He will bring you fpiritzal Health and Cure.
He will carry on what he has begun, and enable you
to grow in Grace. He will comfort your Hearts,
and eftablifh you in every good \Vork.

Shall I proceed ?—I have alrcady been copious ;
perhaps, fomewhat tedious. Yet You will bear with
me,
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me, on this diftinguithed and folemn Occafion.
Yes, You will bear with me a little longer. For
I am loth, very loth to difmifs You, without per-
fuading You. Perfuading! Alas, I cannot. GOD,
and none but G O D, can perfuade Fapbeth *. Howea
ver, as an Inftrument in His all-powertul Hand, let
me addiefs you once again.

I obferve feveral Perfons here, on this Day of
Humiliation, who very rarely attend the public Wor-
thip.—Why, my Friends, why do you wrong your
own Seuls? Why do You withdraw yourfelves from
the Preaching of the Gofpel ? Know ye not, that 7£-
SUS payffeth by 1 in the Way of his Ordinances ! Here
you may, like Bartimeus of old, approach the Son of
David, and obtain Recovery of your Sight. Here you
may obtain Faith and Holinefs. Faith cometh by
Hearing, and Holinefs by the Word of GOD. And
are not thefe Bleflings worth your Attendance ? Can
you live happily without them? Can you die com-
fortably without them ? Or can You, without"-“¢m,
be prepared to meet your G OD, when He cometh
to judge the World ?—Why fhould You forfake
the aflembling yourfelves together? Do you hear
terrifying or diftrefling Do&rines in this Place ? Is
not this the Houfe of Praife, as well as of Prayer?
Does not the joyfui Sound echo under thefe Roofs ?
Is not CHRIST fet forth crucified before Your Eyes ?
Crucified for fuch Oftenders as You? Crucified, thae
fuch Offenders as You may be pardoned ; may be
accepted ; may be glorified? And will you delfpife
fuch a divinely compaflionate SAVIOUR ? Wil

* Gen. ix. 24. 1+ Matt. xx. 3c.

You
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You refufe fuch aftonithingly rich Mercies? O'!
that hercafter You may be glad, when they fay unto
You, Let us go into the Courts of the LOR D*,

Should my Wifhes prove vain, I have at leaft
delivered my Mefluge. If you perifh through Ob-
ftinacy and Unbclief, I am clear from your Blood.
I call Heaven and Earth to witnefs, You have been
awarned ; You have been inflruéted ; You have been
exhort-d. You cannot fay, You perifh for Lack of
Kuowledge. For Life and Salvation have been fet
before You ; have been brought to your very Idoor ;
and You arc importuned to lay hold of them. You
will therefore be without Excufe, and have no Cloke
for your Guilt.

But why fhould I leave You with fuch melancholy
Apprchenfions ! Let me hope better Things of You.
Let me hope, that You will not difregard zhefe Ad-
monitions ; however You may have difregarded to0
many Fxbortations of this Kind. This is a remaik-
able SA°. , O that it may be memorable on Ac-
count of ybur turning to GOD. Tet this be its Dif-
tin&ion, through all your future Life. Let this be
its Diftinétion, through all the Ages of Eternity.
‘T'hat You may fay—when Dcath fummons You
into the invifible State ; when the Trump of GOD
calls You to the great T'ribunal ; when You mingle
with Saints and Angcls in the Kingdom of Heaven—
<« Blefled be G O D tor that folemn Day, and its fa-
« cred Exercifes! That was the Day of my better
« Birth. ThenI began to confider. Then I be-
¢ gan to pray. Then I began to fee my undone

* Plal. eaxin. 1,

¢« Condi-
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« Condition, and my extreme Need of & SA-
« VIOUR. Then too I faw FESUS, giving Him-
¢ felf a Sacrifice for my Sins, and redeeming me to
« GOD with his Blood.””—Happy ! Thrice happy !
Inexpreflibly happy Day ! if thas, if thus improved !

You have, I prefume, abftained from your ufual
Food; as You have been joining in Confeflion,
Supplication, and Prayer. This is well done. But
this is only Half ; rather it is, by infinite Degrees,
ge fmallett Part of your Duty. It is not faid,
When the wicked Man abftaineth from his ufual
Food, but /%en Iz turncth from his Wickednefs.
It is not faid, When Ilc joins in public Confeflion
to GOD, but When He docth that which is lawful
and right. 'Tuewn he fhall five—He fhall fave bis
Soul—11e fhall fave his Soul awlwe. O that all,
from the King on the ‘T'hrone, to the Labourer in
the Barn; frém the highcit Nobleman, to the
mcaneft T'radefman ; that all might now be inclined,
now be enabled, to turn unto the SAVIOUR ™" . ¢he
World. In Him Millions, unnumbered M- uions of
wretched Sinners, have found Recovery and Liberty.
Recovery fiom the Death, and Liberty from the Bon-
dage of Sin. Aud (blefled be his unbounded Grace)
yst theve is Roam.

"T'hen the national Falt would be a national Blsf-
Sing.  Whereas, without this all important Turning
to the adorable SAVIOQUR, What will the Formali-
ties of our Devotion fignify? They will be a mere
Lip-Labour ; a religious Trifling. Nay; they will
be a folemn Mockery of the ALMIGHT'Y, and
provoke his Abhorrence.—Does not JEHOVAH
Himfclf fpeak to the fame Purpofe? Is it fuch a Fapt

H that

[
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2hat I bave ckofen ? A Day for a Man to afffil? biy
Saud? [s it (o bow down his Tlead os a Bulrufb, and ta
Jproad Sackeloth ard Ahes wndor A ? To difcon
tinue your ordinary Bufind , and refrain from a
Meul’s Meat? To make a litde dolcful Lamentation,
and put up a fow Petitions, «xto ed by Fear ¥ i7ull
You cal’ thls a £, fuich tue iigh and 1loly One,
with an Alr of fovercign Contempt ! This an accep-
tabie Day to the L2 ? No, verily; it is the moft
odious Hypecriiy, Like crying, Hail Mafter, with
the Tonguc ; while Treachery and Enmity fil R
Heart, Unlfi You turn to CHRIST, that You
may be wafhed ; that You may be juflified ; that
You may be fanétificd. That, having Remiflion
of Sins through his Bloed, and Peace of Confcience
through his Grace, You may fecl the Bands of
Wickednefs loofed, and may become the willing Ser-
vants of Righteoufnefs.

. When this is done, We anfwer the End of our
fagfzi Affembly, and the Defign of G O1)’s alarm-
ing \h&‘tations. When this is donc, We may rea-
fonably hope—that as Individuals, our Light fhall
break forth like the Morning, and our Health fhall
Jpring forth fpeedily—that as a Community, the Fa-
vour of GOD fhall go before Us, and the Glory of the
LORD jfhali be aur Rercward*,

Then may we look around on our moft gnraged
Enemics, and fay with the Plalmift ; Thovgh an Hsf
of Mcu fbould encamp againfl me, yet fhall not my Heart
be afraid +—Then may we look backward to the late
defolating Earthquake, and fay with the Belicvers of
old ; GOD is our Refuge and Strength ; therefore will

* Iai, lviii. 8. + Plal, xxyii, 3.

We
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e not fear, though the Earth be removed, and though
the Mountains be carried into the Midft of the Sea*—
Then may We look forward to an incomparably
more dreadful Scene, even to the righteous JUDGE
and the great Tribunal, and fay with the triumphant
Apottle ; Who fhall lay any Thing to our Charge 2 It
is God that juflificth .

Let me enticat You thercfore, Brethren, for the
Sake of your own immortal Souls, and for the Wel-
fare of our endangeied Nation; let me charge You,
By all tl;x.\t is defuable in Time, and awful in Etera
nity ; not to negledt thefe Counfels,  Being fo fo-
lemnly 1eproved, if You lardia y:ur Nok, your
Defliullion cometh fuddenly, and that withcut Re-
midyd.  Having thefe Warnines fiom the divine
Word, and Warnings fiom the divme Providence,
if ¥v flill do wwidedlys it is not Nan, 1t is not an
Angd, it is GOD HIMSELLF who deciares
Ye jhall be confumed—-cven Yi—your Country—and
)am. King || .,

¥ Plal. xbvi. 1, 2. + Rom, viii. 33. 1 Piov,
xxiy, 1. |l 1 Sum. ain z5.
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A Vifitation SER M O N«

GaL, v, 4

God fa.rbizl that I fbould glory, [ave in the Crofs
of onr LORD JESUS CHIRIST.

HE Crofs of CIHHRIST, was the favour-
l ite Topic of St. Paul’s Contemplation.
-—The Crofs of CHRIST was the cho-
fen Subject sof his Sermons, and the grand
Theme of his Writings.—At all Times, and
in every Capacity, he profefled, he avowed,
he glried in, the Crofs of CHRIST—Nay,
what is very remarkable, he gloried in mothing
¢lfe—And, what is ftill more obfervable, he ablor-
red the Thought of glorying in any thing clfe. He
fpeaks of fuch a Prattice in the Language of De-
teftation and Dread ; accounting it a high Degree,
both of Folly and of Wickeduefs: GOD ferbid that I
Should glory, fave in the Crofs of our LORD FESUS
CHRIST.

It may, therefore, be an Employ worthy of our
prefent Attention, to enquite into the Auture, the
Reafonablencfs, and the Wifdom, of this Refolution,
All which, I hope, will appear, if we confider,

H 4 L In
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I. In what the Apoftle would not glory,
IL. In what he did glory.

IIF. What Reafon he had, to glory in the Crofs of
CHRIST.

Thefe Points being briefly difpatched, I fhall bét
Leave to add a Word of /Ipflicatian; fuggefted by
the T'enor of the Difcourfe, "and adapted to the Cir-
cumftances of my fcveral Hearers.  And myy that
adorable ¥ ESUS, who has exchanged his Crofs for an
heavenly Crown, accompany all with his divine
Bleffing !

Let us then enquire,

I. In what the Apoftle did 7ot glory ?—Not in the
Greatnefs of his Learning, as a Scholar. He was
brought up at the Feet of Gamalicl, educated by the
moft famous "[utor of the Age. Nor was his Ge-
nius, or his Induftry, inferior to the other Advanta-
ges of his Education. Yet all thefe Advantages,
with their correfpondent Acquifitions, he accounted
no better than pompous Ignorance, or retined Folly.

Not in the StricInefs of his Life, 25 a Few.—In
this refpe&, he profited above his Equals: Was taught
according to the perfeit Manncr of the Law of the Fa-
thers ¥ after the flyeighteft 8cll of their Religion he lived
a Pbharifee + : Was zealous, cxcecdingly zealous,
of the whole ceremonial Law, and of all the traditio-
nal Conflitutions. Which Accomnplithments muft fi-
gifh his Charaéter among his Countrymen ; muft open

* A&s xxii. 3. t A&s xxvi. 5.
bis
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his Way to fome of the firft Honours of the Nation ;
and gave him a Name among thofe Worthies, who
were reputed the Excellent of the Earth. But whatothers
counted Gain, this e counted Lofs for CHRIST‘.

Not in the Emineacy of his Gifts, not in the Extent
of his Ufefulnefs, as a Chriftian Minifter.—He had
bagn caught up into the third Heaven ; had heard the
Words of God, and feen the Vifion of the Almighty;
had wrought all manner of Worders, and Signs, and
mightf; Deeds.—What was flill more valuable, he
had planted Churches, and converted Souls. His
Labours were gone out into all Lands, and his
Words into the Ends of the Earth.—Yet all thefe
Acquirements, before the infinitc GOD, were defec-
tive. All thefe Petformances, in point of Juftification,
were infufficient. Therefore, in none of thefe he
gloricd,— Which reminds me of the fecond Enquiry,

II. Inwhat the Apoftle 4id glory }—He gloried in

a Crofs. Strange! what fo fcandalous as a Crofs ?
On a Crofs rebellious Slaves were executed. The
Crofs was exccrable among Men, and accurfed even
by GOD *.  Yet the Apoftle glories in the Crofs—
Crucifixion not being ufed among us, the Expreflion
daoes not found fo karfb; neither is the Idea fo borrx't’i.
But to the Ear of a Galatian, it conveyed much the
fame Meaning as if the Apoftle had gloried in a Hal.
ter ; gloricd in the Gallows ; gloried in a Gibbet ¢,
¢ Stupid

* Gal. iil. 13.

+ Some Perfons, I am informed, were difgufted at
thefe Words, Halter, Gallews, Giblet. ‘They are fo hor-

. ridly contemptible !—T'o wh.om 1 would reply; That
the Crofs, in point of Ignominy and Torment, included

all



6 The Crofs of Chrift

« Stupid Creature ! (perbaps fome may reply.) To
¢ undervalue the moft fubftantial Endownents, and
¢« glory in Infamy itfelf !”—But ftop a Moment,
and hear the Apoftle farther. He glories in the Crofs
of CHRIST; thatilluftrious Perfon, who was anoinicd
to be the all-inftructing Prophet, the all-atoning
Pricft, and the all-conquering King of the Church.
Inthe Crofs of CHRIST FESUS ; who, by the Dif-
charge of all thofe important Offices, fhould j«ve his
People from the Dominion of Sin, and frop the
Damnation of Hell.—Ii: the Crofs of CTIRIST
FESUS, OUR LORD , and not ours only, but
LORD of All, who duetis according to his Will,
inthe Army of Heaven, and amonp the fnhabitants of
the Earth *. [7ho bath on bis Veflure, and on his
Thigh, a Name written, KING OF KINGS, AND
Lorp OF LORDs 1.

all this and more. Unlet, tie Englifs Reader forms to
himfelf fome fuch Image, he will never be able to appre-
hend the fcandalous Nature, and iiocking Circumitances,
of his Divine Mafler’s Death.

The Words, I muft centefs, were diver/ed, and the
Sentiment was reiterated, on purpofe to uficét the Mind
with this aftonithing Truth. Ncithercan 1 prevail upon
myfelf to expunge the Expreflions ; unlefs I could fub-
ftitute others of a more ignominious and execrable Im-
Kgrt. Oniy I would beg of the ferious Reader to fpend a

oment in the following Recfle€tion :—¢ Is it fo? That
¢ a polite and delicate Eor, can hardly endure fo prach as
¢ the Sound of the Words? How amazing then was
¢ the Condefcenfion! How charming and adorable the
*¢ Goodnefs of GOD’s illuftrious Son; to bear all that is
¢¢ fignified-by thefe intolerably vile Terms! Bear it awi/-
o 1";:{?'-,“” it chearfully, for us Men, and our Salva.
[ n !’ !

" * Dan. iv. 35. + Rev, xix. 16.

9 And
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And is it poflible for any human Heart to con~

template the Crofs of fo divine a "Being, and not to

glory? Is it poffible to {ay, Angels, he rules over yous

but be died, he died on a Crofs for me ; and not exult in

fuch tranfporting Beneficence ?—This will be more
evident, if we examine,

II1. What Reafon the Apoftle had, to glory in the
Crofs of CHRIST.—The Crofs, tho’ in itfeif an ig-
nominieus Tree, yet beinv; the Crofs of CHR IST,
is infinitely ennobled. It becomes the Trec of Life.
It bears the divineft Fruit. Its Clufters are all fpiritual
and beavenly Bleflings. T wo or three of thofe Clufters,
you will permit me to feleét; and may the GOD
of all Mercy make them better than a Feaft, to
every humble Soul !

One Blefling is the Pardon of Sin. ‘The Pardon
of a/l Sin, original and alual: Sin that is remem=
bered, and Sin that is forgotien: Sin, however cir-
cumftanced, or however aggravated. The Pardon
of all was purchafed by the Death of CHRIST,—
completely purchafed ;—f{o that, againft the true Be-
liever, Sin fhall never rife up in Judgment ; /fball not
Jo much as be mentioned unto bhim * 5 fhall be done away,’
as tho’ it had never been. For thus faith the Em<
bafladour of the Prince of Peace ; ¢ Be it known unts.
<< youy Mer: and Drethren, that thro’ this Man is preach-
“ed unto you the Forgivencfs of Sins; and ly tbim alt
¢ that belicve ere juflified from all Things +.”’—Oh my
Soul! My guilty Soul! What are all the Kingdoms
of the World, and the Glories of them, compared

» Ezck. xvii. 22. + A xiii. 38

with
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with this ineffable Blefling! Yet this is but one
among a Multitude.

Another Benefit, accruing from the Crofs of
CHRIST, is Reconciliation with G O D.—1¥hen we
were Enemies, we were reconciled to GOD, by the
"Death of his Son*. Not pardoned only, but accepted;
from a State of Enmity, reftored to a State of Favour;
even that Favour, which is better than Life +.—A
Privilege of fuch fuperlative Excellency, that it was
celebrated in the Hymns of Angels. When the hea-
venly Hoft uttered a Song, this was the Subje&t of

" their harmonious Joy: Glory be to GOD in the High-
¢ff 5 and on Earth Peace ;5 Good-will towards Men .
« By the Birth of this wonderful Child, and the
¢ Death he fhall fuftain, Peace is made betwced
¢ Heaven and Earth. And not Peace only, but a
« divine Friendfbip § commences. GOD regards the
s¢ poor apoftate Race of Men, not only without In-

® Rom.v. 10. T Pfal. Ixiii. 4. 1 Luke ii. 14.

There fcems to be a beautiful Gradation, in this
Angelick Hymn. Geod-av:/l is more expreflive, and de-
notes a richer Blefling, than Peace.—The Original
Evdonia, is a Word of the molt amiable and noble Mcan-
ing. Itfignifies a very bigh Effeem, and a very tender Beo
mevolence. By a Word of the fume Import, the Almighey
FATHER exprefles his infinite Satisfa&tion, in the Per-
fou and Undertaking of his beloved SON. Marz. iii. 17.

Would my Reader have the livelieft Paraphrafe 8n this
Paffage? Or fee the A&ings of this divine Complacency,
defcribed with inimitable Delicacy ? Let him attend to
the Prophet Zepbaniah: The LORD thy GOD, in the
Midft of thee, is mighty, He will fave: He awill rejoice
over T hee with Joy: He will reft in bis Love: He will joy
over Thee with finging, Ch. iil. 17.

¢¢ dignation,
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¢ dignation, but with Complacency and Delight.
€ Hp rejoices over themy to do them Good *.°

Another Benefit is Holinefs : Or, if you pleafe,
the true, the Chriftian Morality,—Let nonc think,
the Believer in F ESUS difparages true Morality. T'rue
Morality is the Image of the blcfled GOD. Itis moft’
charmingly delineated throughout the whole Bible.
Itis the Beginning of Heaven in the human Soul. And
its proper Origin is from the Crofs of our divine MAS<
TER.—For thro' the Merits of his Dcath, Sinners
are made Partakers of the HOLY SPIRIT; who
writes dpon their Hearts, and makes legible in their

onverfation, what was antiently written upon the
Mitreof the High-Prieft, HoL1N:Ss To THE LORD~—
And, oh! whata Mative is the Crofs of CHRIST, to
the Exercife of every Virtue ! He died; my LORD,
my JUDGE, my KING, died; to redecm e from all
Iniguity, and make me zealous of good IWorks. How
powerfully, far beyond any naked Inflruttions, or ab-
Siraét Reafonings, do fuch Confiderations invite us—
urge us—conftrain us + to rensunce al Ungodlinefs,
and adorn the Gofpel of GOD our SAVIOUR!

Another Blefling is, Vittory over Death.—This
alio is the Fruit of that once detefted, but now ever
beloved, Tree. For thus it is written ; That through

® Deut. xxviii. t 2 Cor. v. 14,

Religion! Thou the Soul of Happinefs ;

And, groaning Calvary, of Thee! There fhine

‘The nobleft Truths; there, ftrongeft Motives tting !

There, facred Violence aflaults the Soul!

There, nothing but Cmpﬁﬁan is forborne.
ight-Thoughts, N°. IV,

D‘a’b’

2
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Death, be might deflray bim who bad the Power of Death
#hat is, the Devily and deliver them who, threugh Fear
of Death, were all their Life-time fubjeéi to Bondage*.
The Devil is faid to have the Power of Dedth; be-
*caufe by tempting, too fuccefsfully, our firft Parents,
be broxght Death into the World ; becaufe by tempt-
ing their Pofterity to Sin, and too often prevailing,
he arrays Lcath in Horror, he arms Death with its
Sting. But C/IRIST, by expiating our Guilt, has dif-
armed :his laft Enemy ; has taken away its Sting ;
and made it not Lofs, but Gain to die +.—The Gay,
and the Hcalthy, know not how to form an Ettimate
of this Deliverance. INor can any Words of tine de-
fcribe it, with proper Energy. Go to dying Beds ;
here you will learn its true Worth, Afk lome agoniz-
ing Friend ; he, and he alone, can tcll you what a
Blefling it is, to have the King of Terrors converted

into 2 Mefltnger of Peace.

One Blefling more [ would mention, and earncftly
wifh it, -in duc Time, to all my Hearers ; An En-
grance tito {1r coen. This too is the mdu\c of our
Redeemer’s Crofs,.—5t. Fobn fuiw a bright Afllembly
of huppy Beings, clothed with white Robes, and
Palois in their Hands 5 rcjoicing before the Tarone
of GOD. Thefe, faid one of the Venerable Eldeis,
are they who came out of great Tribulation, and hae
wefbed their Rolesy and made them awhite in the Liood oft

the LAMB. "THEREFORE are they before the Thron: .
—They came out of great Tribulation : ‘They fuffercd,
it is probablc, in the Service of CHRIST. Perhaps,

* Heb. ii. 14,’15 + Phil. . 21, | Rev.vii. g,
14-, 15.
they
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they laid down their Lives for his Sake. But this
was not their Paflport into the Regions of Blifs.—
They wafbed their Robos in the Islood of the L AMB
Thhey had applicd to their own Souls, the Merits and
Atoncinent of the crucifiel FESUS. By this means,
they were prefented without Spot and blamelet,. On
this Account, they were admutted to ¢ fee tne King
¢ of Heaven in lius Beauty * ;7 and to be ever, ever

with the LORD.

Since then the Crofs of CHRIST was demonfirative
of fuct?ftupendous L e fince it is produrtive of Bee
aefits, inuumerable, invaluabie, and etcrnal; was
there not a Carfe, for the Apaiile to clory on this Be-
half i—Nay, might not the very dtones have cricd
out, to reproach him with Infenfisulity and lu»atitu le
if he had negledled to clory in the Crofs of CHIRIST?
—And fince tius Love was fhewed ; thefe Benclits
were procured ; not for Zm only, but for Us, and
for all Generations ; daes not this afford me an Cp-
portunity of applying the Dodlrine to each particu-
Yar [learer?

1. Lct me addrefs, or rather let me congratulate,
my Bicthren in the Miflry.—"T'kough you cannot
controul the Laws of Nature; though you cannot fee
into the Secrets of Fururity; you have the fame Caufe
of Glorying with the very chicfeft of the Apoftles.
A Caufg of Glorying, wh:ch that holy Man of GOD
efteccmed, far above all fuch miraculous Abilities.
You have the Crofs of CHRIST,

¥ Ifa. xxxiii. 17.

For
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For your Study, as Men :
For your Hopr, as Chriftians
+ For your Preuching, as Miniflers.

For your Study, as Men. Here the reafoning Fa-
culties may exert themfelves with everlafting Im-
provement, and «veriafting Delight,—Here, we con-
template the Wonders, the unparalleled Wonders,
of a GOD madc .} : Dying as a Pattern of Pati-
encc; as a Martyr for T'ruth; as an all perfe& Sa-
crifice for Sin.—Here, the LORD JitHOV AH hath
fully granted, what his Seivant A2fes * fo eatneftly
requefted : He huth made @l bis Glory to pals, before
the aftonifhed Eyes of Angels, and of Men.—Here,

Fu-dice has fet her moft awful T'errors in Array; even

while Goadnefs appears, with inexpreflible Lovelinefs,
and the moft attractive Beauty. Here, Truth, more
unfhaken than a Rock, takes her immovcable Stand:
and Mercy, tenderer than the Mother’s Tear, yearns
with Bowels of everlafling Pity.—In a Word ; the
Crofs of CHRIST i« 2 cunipicuous Theatre, on which
all the Divine Perfections unite and harmomze, and
fhine forth with tranfcendent Luftre,

As Chriftians we have, in the Crofs of CHR /ST,
the rzcbejl Piovifion for our own fpiritual \’Vants.
“Tnis is 2 Foundation of the fublimeft Hspey and a
Fountain of the moft exuberant oy, This affords
Matter for the deepeft Humility, and yiclds Fuel for
the moft flaming Love. Faith in our crucified 7ESUS,
is an ever-acting Principle of the moft chearful and
exaét Obedicnce : 1s an ample and inexhauftible Ma-

® Exod. xxxiil. 18.

gazine,
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gazine from which we may fetch Arms to conquer ;
abfolutely conquer, the Allurcinents of the World,
the Solicitations of thc Flefh, and the Temptations
of the Devil.—Dy this, a Wavis opencd for us into
the Hsly of Helicsy and what may we unt venturc to
afk, what moy we not expeét to receive, who have
the Blood of the everlafting Covenant to plead, inall
our Approaches to the I'brone of Grace? iaving,
therefore, fuh an HiGu-Prirer; having in his
Crofs anfearchable Riches 3 Who fhill make our
glorying void? What fhall hinder us from rcjoicing
and faying, ¢ Blefled be G OD, for thel: opening
¢ Beauties of Spring ! Blefled be GO, for the
¢« expeéted fruits of Autumn! Bidddbe G O D, for
“ ten thoufand thoutand Gifis of his indulgent Pro-
¢ vidence! But ab ve all, blefled be €301, for the
¢ Crofs of CHRIST 1

As Kiniflers of the Gofpel, We are not left to fet
before our Hearers a Syftemy of vofined Flcathonifin g
or to entertain them with c2/4, foirithyr Ledlares of
Virtue. Noj; we have the ivfonecdy ion i Love, the
inmmenfely free Grace, of the Ble ceding dv.ng 1MMA-
NUEL, to difplay—to improve--to Cnlorcc. Andis
there a Topick, in the whole Compafs of O; otery
is there an Arpument, amidit all the Stores of Qu.'..
Son fo adlm.‘lbly caleulated to touch the i"./}

Mevements of the Soul? Vo firke all the fumof?
Springs of Adion, with the moft prifuafive, the
moft commanding Energy ? — Would we alarm
the Supine, or 'mnudatc tre Profurpinos € We

may call them to behold GOD’s own SON, welter-
ing in Blood ;; GOID’s own SON, transfixed with
the Arrows of Juftice. We may tid them con-
N 1 fider 5

"~

~
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fider; if Judgment begins with the immaculate Me-
diator, where fhall the irreclaimable Sinner appear?
How will he ¢fzape the Stroke, how bear the Weight,
of GOD’s everlatting Vengeance ?—W ould we com-
fort the Diffr¢ffed ? We may point them to an Atone-
ment, whofe Merits are infinite, and able to fave to
the very uttermo/? *.  'We may lead them to a Righte-
oufnefs, whofe E flicacy is unbounded, and fufficient to
juttify the Ungodiy.  And what Ba/m can be fo fove-
reign, for 2 wounded Confcience ?—Are we to fup-
port the J#eat, and animate the Doubting? Here,
we may fhew them Promifes ; free Promifes +; ex-
ceeding great and precious Promifes ; ratified by the
Oath of JEHOVAH, and fealed by the Blood of
his Son.  And what Cordials can be fo reftorative
to the drooping Chriftian ?

In fhort ; the Do&:inc of the Crofs is fuited to
anfwer all the great Ends of our Miniftry, and pro-
mote all the truly valuable Interefls of our People. By
this, the HOLY SPIRIT delights to work. And
this, O Satan, fhall be thy Plague: This, O Sin,
fball be thy Deflruction f.—However, thercfore, the
Crofs might be to the Fews a Stumbling-block, and
to the Grecks Foolithnefs ; GOD forbid, that we
thould glory inany thing clfe !—Let this be the Aipha

* Heb. vii. 25.

+ To Man the bleeding Crofs has prnmis’d'aﬂ :
The bleeding Crofs has fworn eternal Grace:
Who gave his Life, what Grace will He deny ¢

Night-Thoughts, N° 1V,
1 Hof, xiii. 14.

a119



the Chriftian’s Glory. 11§
and Omega, the Beginning and Ending *, of all our
publick Miniftrations.—Let Us leave a Savour of this
Knowledge, which is far better than precious Qint-
ment, inevery private Company.—Let it appear from
all our Converfation, That the Zff2Ziuns of our Heart,
and thc Labours of our Life, are devoted, wholly
devoted, to our adorcd REDEEMER’s Crofs,—
Happy the People, who are under the Care of fuch
Minifters! and blgffid the Afiniflcrs, who walk ac-
cordin% to this Rule !

2. Let me exhort all 1rue Belicvers.  Thofe, who
are vile in their own Eyes, and to whom CHRIST
aloneis precious.—Remember, Brethren, whatis writ-
ten in the Prophet: ItisaDefcription of your State: It
Is a Dirc&tion for your Condu&, 1 the LORD, the
LORD JESUS CHRIST, fall alf the Seed of Ijrael
be jujlified, and in HIM fkall they glory +.

Let none fay, that Religion is a ¢lsomy or uncom-
fortable State : I call upon you this Day to rejoice 1.
—Let nonc fay that Religion is a mean or defpicable

* The Author who could write the /p/r/ted and aveigh-
#y Lines which follow, muft doubtleis have this Convic-
tion decp on his Heart:

Thou, my A4/?

My Theme! My Infpiration ! and My Crown!

My Strength in Age! My Rife in iow Eftate !

My Soul’s Ambition, Pleature, Wealth '~=My World!

My 2ight in Darknefs! and my Life in Death!

My Boaft through ‘I'ime! Blifs through Eternity!

My Sacrifice! My God !—W hat Things are theic!
Night-Thoughts, N° IV

+ Ifai. xiv. 25,
t *Tis this makes Chriffian Triumph, a Command:
*Tis this makes Joy a Duty 1c the Wife.

Night-Thoughts, N° IV,

I 2 Thing :
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Thing : I call upon you this Day, to glry. And
have the divine Authority for both *.—You will dif-
honour the blefled FESUS ; you will difparage his
furpaffing Excellency ; if you do not confide in him,
and make your Baoaft of him. CHRIST is King
of Heaven; CHRIST is Judge of the World!
CHRIST is GOD over all.  And of fuch a SAVI-
OUR fhall we not glory? Yes, verily: And in all
Circumftances, and on every Occafion.

Amidft your manifold Infirmitics, gloryin CHRIST,
For, though he was crucified in Weaknefs, he hath
all Power, in Heaven and Earth.  And it is written
before Him ; it is onc of his immutable Decrees ;
Sin fhall not have Dominion over you +.—Amidft your
various Faiitngs, glory in CHR/IST ; For his Righ-
teoufnels covers all your Imperfeétions ; his Righte-
oufnels fecures You from Wrath and Condemnation;
and, though deficient in yourfclves, you are complete
in him f.—Under the Preflure of T7ibulations, lift up
your Heads, and glory in the Crofs. Becaufc the Cap-
tain of your Salvation, was made perfet through Suf-
ferings. 1f You fuffer with Him, you fhall alfo reign
with Him. And the Sufferings of this prefent T'ime, are
not worthy to be compared with the Happinefs, which
CHR ST has purchafed with his Agonies, and will
quicklybeftow on his People. When Death approach-
es; Death that cuts off theSpirit of Princes, angis terri-

* Kavyaopar, the Word in our Text, denotes the A&
of Rejoicing, as wellas of Gloryiug, 'U'hus itis tranflated.
Rom. v. 1-. Andindeed this it always implies.—See
Plal. v. 11, Pjal. cxlix. 5. Sept. Tranfl.

+ Rom. vi. 14. 1 Colofl, i1, 10,



The Chrifiian’s Glory. 11y

ble among the Kings of the Earth; do you flill glory
in the Crofs. Adhering to this Banner, you may
boldly and triumphantly fay ; O Death, W here is thy
Sting? O Grave, where is thy Vitlory* >~—~When
that great, tremendous Day fhall come, which puts an
End to Time and terreftrial Things; when that aw-
ful, that majeftic Vaice, is heard, which commands all
the Race of Adam to appear at the Bar; then, my
dear Brethren in CHR ST, then alfo fhall you glory
in the Crofs. When others, in an Agony of Terror,
call upon Rocks to fall on them, and Mountains to
overwhelm them ; This fhall be your fedatc Appeal 3
rather, this fhall be your heroick Challenge ; 7#%ho fhall
lay any thing to the Charge of GOI’s Elec1? It is GOD
that juflifeth,  T8ho is be that condemneth? It is
CHRIST that died .—Then fhall you enter the
Haubour of cternal Reft 5 notlike a fhipwrecked Ma-
riner cleaving’ to fome broken Plank, and hardly
clcaping the raging Waves ; but like fome ftately”

* Cer. xv. 55. This is evidently the Language of a
Congueror, aaurcfled 10 10me formedable, but vanguifped
Encny—We thodl form no improper laca of this ligmfi-
cant anc beautitui Paflage 5 if we picture to ourfelves the
good Ayoitle, in e Atutude of thoie Hebrew Captains
who fet their Feet on the Necks of the five Canaanitifh
Kings, Fosb. x. 24. If we tu, pote him in fuch a Pol-
tuie, to utter thi: unimated kxclamation, or rather this
pious Infuit, over the two grand, but prottrate Adver-
faaes of Munkind ; O Dearh ! abere is now thy Sting ?
<« dince CHRIST hus expraied din, vy the Sucrihice of
“ hunfdf? OF Grave, Where is now thy Vidlory ? Since
““ CHRIST s both iiien pimielf, and has atcertained o
““ hts People a joyful Kefurrection ¢

+ Rom, viil, 33, 34.

I3 Veflel,
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Veflel, with all her Sails expanded, and riding before
a profperous Gale *,

3. Let me caution the Self-righteous. Thofe, who
more frequently think of their cwn Piety, than of
CHRIST’s Obedicnce ; arc more apt ta cry out with
the Pharifee, I am ni Extortioner, no Adultcrer 5 than
to confefs with the Publican, GOD be merciful to me
a Sinner.—What fhall I fay to thefe Perfons? Let me
not be thought cenforious, when my only Aim is to
be faithful. Beware, I befeech you beware, lefl you

. build for Eternity, not on a Rock, but on the Sand.
However you may appear in your own Sight; before
the adorable Majefty of the everlafting GOD, before
the confummate Perfection of his holy Law, you are
lefs than nothing ; you are worfe than nothing.
You are, indecd you are, Deficiency and Sin. Re-
nounce, therefore, renounce all Dependence on Self.
Truft no longer in a Refuge of Lyes: Left all your
admired Attainments, at the Day of final Retribu-
tion, be like Straw, and Hay, and Stubble, in Nebu-
chadnezzar’s burning fiery Furnace. Imitate the blef-
fed Penman of my Text. Are you blamelefs in your
external Carriage ! So was he. Arg ywu exemplary
in many Points? So was he. Yet all this Righte-
oufnefs he accounted but Dung, for the Excellency of the

* St. Peter’s Expreﬁ'nn, Eigodos mArgiwg EmLYpryn=
®10ilas, is perhaps tco nervous, and too noble, td admlt
of an adequate Tranflation. The above Comparifon is,
I think, a pertinent Illuftration of the delicate Senti-
ment, and the delightful Dcéirine. A Ship wafted into
the Port, under the full Influence of Wind and Tide,
feems to afford the fineft Reprefcntatlon of alarge, a
rich, an abundant Entrance. 2z Pet.i. 11.

Knowledge
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Knowledge of CHRIST JESUS his LORD *.—Be
this your Pattern. Worite Emptine{s upon your own
Duties ; Emptinefs upon your own Works; and you
fhall be filled with all the Fulnefs of GOD your SA-
VIOUR. Every other Caufc of glorying, will be like
the morning Cloud, or the early Dew, which pa/-
feth away +.  But this Caufe of glorying, will fand
Jafl for cvermore as the Moon, and as the faithful Wit-
nefs in Heaven 1.

Can | conclude, without adding a Word of Ad-
monitidn to the #icted? Thofe I mean, who are
Enemies to the Crofs of CHRIST ; who mind
earthly Things; but neither hunger nor thirft after
Righteoufnefs.—My Soul remembers the Worm-
wood and the Gall of fuch a State ; and cannot but
tendetly pity thefe unhappy People —Alus ! my
Friends, what have you to glory in? The Devil and
his Angels cxped, ere long, to glory in your De-
ftru&tion, T'hofe malignant Fiends are eymng you,
as their Prey, and are impatient to begin your Tor-
ment. Great, inexpreflibly great, 1s your Danger.
The LOKD Almighty open your Eyes to difcern it!
—Neverthclefs, your Cafe is not defperate.  You
may yet be deirvered, ¢ as a Bird out of the Snare of
<« the Fowler.” Look unto the crucihed FLESUS.
IVhy does he hang on that bloody Tree? 72y are his
Hands pierced with Iron? 7F)y is his Body racked
with Pamn? /#)y his Heart torn with Angwifh? Itis
for you, Sinners, tor you. "T'hat Blocd is poured out,
to cleanfe you from Guilt. Thoie W ounds arc fuitain-
ed, to heal your Confciences. That Anguifhis endu-
red, to obtain Refl for your Souls.—In that mangled

* Phil. iii. 8. 4 Hof. vi. 4. 1 Pfal. Ixxxia. 36.
Ia Body
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Body d=vellc all the fuinefs of the Godbead*. Great, be~
yond Imagination great, is the Merit of thofe Suffer-
ings. Why then, O why will you die? Why will you
perith for ever 5 who have an all-fufficicnt Propitiation
inthe Coofs of €/ ST ? Fly to this San&uary. Fly,
befese it be too late. Fly, without a Moment’s De-
lay. *"Tis an fuzeslanle San&uary. Nonce ever perifhed,
that fled 1) Iraith to the compaflionate, the drvinely
compey.ciot Redeemer.—His Death fhall be a fud!
Satist.ciior for your Tnig nities. A Senfe of his im-
menlely rich Goodnef fhall zein your Affections ; fhall
inclice {whatall the Threatnings ol Damnation could
neier (fuc .) fhall incline you, to /feath your Sins,
and to e tus Seivice; fhall fmooth your Path, and
expedite )our Prcaccds to the iegions of immortal

Horour and jey.

Having now, wid preai Natuncfs of Speech, ad-
dreffed my Drethresiu the Memiflry 5 having exhorted
believer sy cantioned the Sdj-1/77eeus 5 and warned
the /274y letine commend the Whole to ybur fe-
rious Recollection, and to GOIYs sracicns Denedielion —
And, < O LORIL moft holy 1 O GOD mclt migh-
« ty! O holy and merciful SAVIOURY by thine,
<« Agoayandtblooly Sweat—"ythy Crefs and 2 Juz™

~lct net the Word now f)u.\cn, be an vaia m th,

LORD! Amer and A

 Colofl il 0. )
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CONSIDERATIONS
ON THE

PREVAILING CUsTOM

GF

Visitincg on SUNDAYS.

The Sentements heve aif-ved azainft th prevailing Cuflom
of profaning the Suibatl, will probably be a Satisfac-
Lion 19 ey [0 ivus Realery and be praductive of much
Good, efpecialiy as it is 1 cvery Bady’s Power to re=
Jorm one, and as then s own Condust il be a tacit
Reprosfto his Acquaintance, who may probably through
his Example be induced to weigh thefe Proceedings at-
tentively, and wo lbonger follsze a Multitude to do
Yvil.—17t is certainly a Matter of Importance to en-
quire whether Sunday Vifits are juftifiable upon the
Principles of Scripture and of Reafon? as the confeicn=
tious Ohbfer owtion of the Salbuth has of late Years been

So much difregarded; and as 1t 15 nsw become the princi-
pal Da y of Vifiting, among Perfons of 2ll Ranks. The

* chicf Advccates for the Continsance of fuch a Pratfice
Jhenld mothinks defend it publickty, that their Argu-
ments may be prn[r.m'/y examinedy tf (in their Opinion)

Juh a Cuffom can admit of any vational Difence.
And thoc who are fufficiently convinced by what is
bere
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here advanced, fbould rcfolve to difcontinue Sun-
day Vifits themfelves, and difcountenance them in
othersy as far as they can confiftent with Decency and
Prudence.~That the Number of juchwell-difpofed Per-
Sons may be daily encreafing is undoubtedly the hearty
IVyb of every one wha is fincerely defivons of promoting
the Glory of GO D, and the Govd of Munkind.

Qu. Whether it be right, for TRULY-SERIOUS Per-
Jons to wific on Sundays ¢

THE Perfons here mentioned, are the Truly-
erious.  As to many People, it matters not wl-ther
they are at Home or Abroad: GO D is not n all
their Thoughts ; they have no Concaein for iheir
eternal Welfare ; they therefore are, in every Place,
altogether and alike unprofitable.

But when we begin to difcern the Things that are
excellent ; when we fincerely defite to ¢ obtain Sal-
< vation, with eternal Glory, by 7ESUS CHRIST "
then, whether it be proper to fall in with the prevailing
Cuftom of vifiting on Sunduys # is the Queftion.

‘Were our Companions religious, and was our
Converfation edifying, I fhould make no Scruple to
give my Voice in the Affirmative. Every Parlour
would then be a little Sanctuary ; would echo back the
Exhortations, and fecond the Defigns of the Pulpit.
And we might truly fay, It is gosd for us to be here.

But, alas! where do we find fuch Company?
When do we hear fuch Converfation? The general
Converfation is all Impertinence. Not fo much as
feafoned with a Spice of Religion, They talk of Vanity

every
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every one with his Neighbour, Pfal. xii. 2. For which
Reafon, I cannot think it fafe or expedient, allow-
able or innocent, HABITUALLY to vifit on Sundays.

It is inconfiftent with the beft Example. 7 was in
the Spirit on the L O R D’-Day, fays St. Fobn, I was
filled with the Communications of the HOLY
SPIRIT, giving me clear Views of CHRISY,
bright Hopces of Glory, and fhedding abroad the Love
of GOD in my Heart, But is this compatible with
the idle, trifting, infignificant Chat, which engrofles
our ordinary Vifits ?

Oegjrcrion I. Will it be faid, the Apoflle’s
was a peculiar Cafe ! I anfwer, it was a peculiarly-
Lappy Cafe. And will a prudent Chriftian relinquith
the Profpect of fuch unfpeakable Happinefs, for the
moft empty and dclufive Amufement? But, I believe,
it was not peculiar to the Apoftle; rather the common
Privilege of all Belicvers ; written as a Pattern far
their Praltice, and to be the Plan of their Expe&ta-
tions.

It is contrary to the Divine Prohibition. The ne-
gative Law, rclating to the Sabbath, is, Not doing thy
own W ays, not finding thy own Pleafure, not peaking thy
own Ferds, Waiah lviii. 13. Not doing thy own IWays ;
abftaining from fecular Bufinefs, and all worldly Pura
fuits. Not finding thy ewr Pleafure ; renouncing all thofe
Recreations and Amufements, which may tend to gra-
tify thy Taite, not to glorify thy almighty LORD. Not
Jpeaking thy own Fords ; converfing on fpiritual, fub-
lime and heavenly Subjects, not on low, earthly, tem-
poral Matters, which, having no Reference to the Cre-
ator’s Honour, are thercfore called #hy oiwn. However

fome
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fome P'cnplc may a&, or whatever they may think,
this is the exprefs and unalterable Law, cftablifhed by
the GOL of hacwven.  Whacther 1t be poffivle to
minglc in madih Company, ahd obey this Law, let
thofe judoe who are acquaintad with the World,

T breaks the Divine Command. The pofitive Taw
rlaitng to the Subhtn, iv Kosucmier the Sabbath Dy,
I Au‘u i P Y Risicaes iy Leke tan. dcular Notice
of ruis i _;uudlo'l. It s o Duty gcreatly to be re-
garded, wnd moit conicntiondlly to be oblerved.
Unen the due Ghfivanoe Vo am ')ai-:ummn and
Alility, to oblerve the ot 1 cepre, in good NViea-

fure, depends. Neep it Faly g devoe ie to haly Pur-

poles 5 {pend it in boly ilwcaifrs 5 and not Ly an
Hoor o1 two; pot barely the Inivrval, of private wnd
rublick Devovon; bet the 1 1y e Gerbath-day 3
the whole Day. Nanher will the whow Day be too
fong. if wemake Coafcience of difcharein s the feve-
@ Duaties of Rehgzion, Reading, ard "'lu.htal on
Prayer and Prae s teaching owr Chtldren, an’ -
firucting our Dometticks 5 cximuning our ] s,
and takng Heod to our \V""c All ti.efe Ofhi £
properly periormed, wil lcav very little, rathc o
Time {or unneceflary Ho"c-nmrs. And fhall e
buddic over all thefe impoertaint Offices, or tomll/
negle@t tome of them, only to indulge ourielves in
tac maift unprofiteble Levitics ? at once doing an In-
jury to our fpititual [pterctls, and violating it Di-
vine Precept,

I fearit will be a Kind of voucifying afiefb our tef=
o Vafler, Hebovic 6. Thus Expadacn we have
citen read, but tinnk ouritlves fice iom the Guilt

implicd
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implied in it, and indeed from the very Likelihood of
contraéting it. But let us be reminded, that we crreify
our LORD afrefby when we give others Occafion to
conclude, that we bave very ligtle fficem for him, or
Graiitude to bim.  Cenfequently, that he hos lide
or no Excellency, for which we or others fhould de-
fire him.  Now what ¢ilv can the Werld conclude,
when they fee us ziving into the Vanities o a heen-
tious Mode, on that very Day, which is facred to
the Commemoration or his Refurretion ? ¢ Surely,
« misht the Childien of this World fay, if thefe
¢ (hnilizos hadany real Reverenee tor their LORD),
¢ they would thew it on L szen Day. "They weuld
¢« either be reticod to contermplate and adote nim;
“ or Jfe comeabioad to exale and glenty by But
« they come abroad to be as frothy in dhcir Talk,
« and as tafling i their Temper, as forgetiul of their
¢« SAVIOUR, and as regardlels of is Honour, as
< the moft arrant Worldling among us all.” To i
ford a Handle for fuch Refcctions, is to wouad the
REDEEMER ia the Houle cf is Friends,

It will gricoe the HICLY SPIRIT, Fpiclliv. 30.
Chriflians believe, that he is inhnitly «wte, all gra-
cious, and ever-bldlled; that he wwells in their
Hearts, and is the Source of wil thcir Hoelioets and all
their Happinefs, Thercfore we piay dushs i our Li-
turgy, that the HOLY SPIRLT Gty vzt le Lden fiom
us. On Swnday, we commemerate the Defeent of
the Divine Gueit 5 and are in a particular Manner
to implore hrs Prefence, and cuitivate his Influences,
But can this be done by negle@ing his cxpiefs Pro-
hibition, and breaking his pofitive Command? By

difiegarding
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difregarding the Example which he has fet before
us; and dithonouring that SAVIOUR, whom he
dclights to magnify ? Befides, dare any Mortal pre-
fume to fay in his Heart, amid{t a Circle of our po-
lite Vifitants, ¢ I am now aéing in 2 Manner be-
¢ coming my Relation to the Eternal SPIRIT, Thefe
¢ Sentiments and this Difcourle are fuitable to his
¢« Dignity, Wifdom, and Glory. A proper Method
¢ of celebrating and honouring the Day of his mira~
¢ culous Miffion?”’

Should any one afk, ¢ What is meant by ;:rrz':ving
« the HOLY SPIRIT?” It means offending his ex-
alted Majefty, and caufing him to a& as Men com-
monly act, when they are grieved and difpleafed with
any one ; they withdraw from his Company, and vi-
fit him no morc; When Samuel was grived for
Saul’s Mifbehaviour, it is written, ¢ He came no more

_% to fee Saul.” If the Almighty COMFORTER
be provoked to deal thus with our Souls, alas! what
a Lofs muft we fuftain! A Lofs unfpeakable, irre-
parable, eternal!

So that if this Practice were not finful, it muft be
exceedingly detrimental.  And that, not in one only,
but in various Refpe&ts. Have we received fpiritual
Good from the publick Ordinances? The Admoni-
tion of Heaven is, /¥ aught to give the more carnef}
Heed to the Things which we have heard, lefl at any Time
we fhould let them flip, Heb. ii. 1. By this Prattice, we
not only fuffer them to flip, but open as it were a
Leak for their immediate Difcharge. Have we been
under edifying Impreflions from our private Exerci-
fes? The unerring Direion is, quench not the Spirit.

Stifle
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Stifle not the ferious Defires, which he has awaken-
ed. Allow them their full Scope, till they are form-
ed into gracious Habits. By the Pra&ice under
Confideration, we pour Water inftead of Oil, upon
the feeble Flame. We extinguith what we thould
cherifh. Is the Heavenly Seed fown in our Breafts ?
Thefe diffipating Interviews arc the ravenous Rirds,
which follow the Seedfman, and devour the Grain:
So that nothing takes Root. No Fruit of Faith, of
Joy, or Love is produced.

Let 'me only add,* That, on a Dying-Bed, the
Mif.improvement of all our Time will be moft bit-
terly regretted. How much more the Mif-improve-
ment of thefe Hours, which G OD himfelf has hal-
lowed ; has fet apart for the nobleft Purpofes ; and is
wont to blefs in an efpecial Manner! ¢« While others
« were fecking the Pearl of great Price, and gather-
“ ing thofe Treafures of Wifdom and Grace, whirh
¢« endure to everlafting Life; 1, alas! was fquander-
¢ ing away the precious Opportunities in very Vani-
¢ ty.” To feec the Curtain of Time dropping; to
fec a vaft Eternity opening before us; and to have
fuch Refle&ions haunting our Confcience : This will
caufe Mifery, not to be exprefled ; create Anguifh,
not to be conceived.

OejecTron II. Will it be faid, in Anfwer to
thefe Confiderations, ¢ That Company, even trifling
“ (,omp:my, is a Rclaxation. We return to the
¢ Inftruction of our Families, and to our Evening
“ Devotion, with frefh Alacrity, being fick of thefe
¢ Triflers 2’ A ftrange Argument! 1t thould rather
be reverfed.  Thhe Objectors might truly fay, Being
fick of Religion and us Services, we want fuch T'ri-

flets
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flers to afford us fome Relief, The fincere Servant of
CHRIST would find no Recreation, but feel Grief of
Heart, in fuch Interviews. It muft be a real Afiction
to obferve his Divine LORI) abfolutely difregarded.
Difregarded on the Day peculiaily devoted to his
Honour. Every Vanity now preferred before him, as
Barabbas the Robber was formerly.  The true Re~
frefhment for our Souls confills in having our Faith
increafed, our Hope elevated, and our Views of Hea-
ven enlarged. In contemplating the infinite Perfecti-
on and Glory of our Redeemer; the infinite Grandeur
and Fulnefs of his Propitiation ; and our complete, t
might have faid, our infinite Security from Wrath
and Vengeance, by being intercfted in his Merits.

Ospjection Il ¢ Sunduyis the beft Part of
< our Time for this Purpofe. Bufinefs is fufpended.
« Every bDody is rcady drefled.  All Circumftances
< invite.” Is it the beft part of our Time? Then
let it be devoted to the beft of Beings. Who is more
worthy of our choiceft Thoughts, Affections, Hours,
than that divinely compaflionate Saviour, who offer -
ed himfelf, in the very Prime of his Life, a blecding
Vi&im for our Sins, that his Sacrifice might have
every recommending Circumftance, which could ren-
der it acceptable to GOD, and available for Man ?

OsjecTion IV, « Tt is the univerfa! Cuftom
<« To difcontinue it, would render us unfathionable.™
And cannot you bear to be a little unfathionable for
his Sake, who was defpifed and rejected, who hum-
bled himfelf to Death, even the Death of the Crofs,
for your Sake? Is it the Univerfal Cuftom ? Then
Cuftom is the Idol which we are called to renounce.

I mutt fay of Cuftom in this Cafe, as Elijab faid of
Baal;
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Baal; If Cuftom be GOD, follow its Ditates ; but
It JEHOV AH be GOD, obferve his Precepts. It is
written in the Scriptures, Rom. xii. 2. Be not con-
Jformid to this World. "T'o what does this Prohibition
relate 2 To fuch ungodly Cuftoms, no doubt. No
Battery of Cannon was cver pointed more direftly
againft a Citadel to be demolithed, than this Text
againft fuch Cuftoms. Inindifferent Matters, let the
Chriftian avoid Singularity. Let him drefs fomewbat
like his Neighbours. Let him make an Appearance
fuitable to his Station. But let him not follow a Moul-
titnde to profane the Sabbath, or to do any Ewil,
HerE Religious Perfons fhould by all Means be
Jingular 3 fhould diftinguith themfelves by a becoming
Zeal for their GOD; fhould fet an Example, and
fhine as Lights, in the Midft of a crooked and per-
verfe Generation.  Otherwife, they may do, not
themfclves gnly, but others alfo, incrediblc Harm.

Osjrcrron V. Some perhaps may ftart, and
reply, *¢ If thefe T'hings are fo, to what a Degree of
« finful Negligence iscventhe Chriftian World arriv-
« ¢d ’—With regard to the World called Chriftian,
"This is too true. And no Mcafure of Sorrow can be
fufficient to bewail the deplorable Degeneracy.
Negligence, or rather Obftinacy, in this capital In-
ftance, is a melancholy Indication of no lefs Difo-
bedience in ather Refpedts.

Gejecrtion VI ¢ This will be irkfome, will
¢ render our Religion a Lurden.” I hope, no one
that pretends to Scrioufnefs will offer to make this
Objection.  The Sinners in Sion made it. For
which Reafon they are branded, and by’the Divine
SPIRI'L himfelf, with Infamy that will never be blot-

K ted
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ted out. O/ what a Wearinefs is it! when will the
Sabbath, and its irklome Solemnities, be gone? Mdal.
i. 13. and Amos viii. 5. This difcovers a Heart ali-
enated from GOD ; that has not tafted the good
Word of Grace, and favours not the Things which
be of CHRIST. Otherwife, fuch would be the Lan~
guage ; < One Day, thus employed, is better than
“ a Thoufand.” Pfalmlxxxiv. 10. Is it tedious and
burthenfome to pafs a fingle Day in devout Exercifes?
How then fhall we pafs, how fhall we cndufre the Ages
of Eternity? fince we are aflured, that thofe happy
Beings, who ftand around the Throne, clothed with
White Robes, ferve their GOD Day and Night, for
ever and ever, in his Temple. In the Regions of
Immortality they find a Heaven ; becaufe, there they
have a never-ceafing and eternal Communion with
GOD ; becaufe therc they have an uninterrupted and
everlafting' Sabbath.

F 1 N TG
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VI E following Particulars of the Life
of Mr. HirvEy, during the Time he
fpent at Bideford, will, it is prefumed, be
acceptable to the Readers of his Works.
Mg. IervEY commenced an Intinacy at
College wijth the Father of the preleat Paud
Orchard, Yig; of Stoke Albey, in Devonjuire.
That Gentleman was a remarkable Inflance
of Piety and Goodnefs, as is obferved by
Mr. Ifervey in the Dedication of his fecond
Volume of AMeditations. — Our Author fre-
quently vifited at the 42%6¢y, and contracted
an agreeable Acquaintance with many pious
Perfons in the Neighbourhood, particularly
at BrJeford ; where he ufed to preach occa-
fionally, and became {o generally admired that
the People carneftly withed to have him fet-
tled among them. Accordingly the Reétor,
being very old and infirm, acceded to the
Defires of his Congregation, and chofe Mr.
A2 Heirvey
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Yervey for his Curate, about the Year 1738
or 17 39.—His Salary was but I'orty Pounds a
Year, which was voluntarily raifed by the
People to Sixty; and this was fearcely forli-
cient, for his Benefactions were fo numncrous,
that he was fiequently reduced to temporary
Inconveniences for Want of Money to fupply
his own Neceflitics.  This amiable Weaknefs
induced fome of his Friends to praile g very
mnocent Deception vpon hiny; when they
knew he had Money they would borrow {oroe
of him, and keep it tiil they found Le realiy
nceded it.—Fle was very zeajous in the Bil-
coare: of his Duty, preaching twice every
Lord™ Day; and expounding every Wednel-
duy and Friday vpon the Epiftle and Goipel
of the Sunday preceding. Tle ufed volun-
tarily, without being fent for, to vifit the poor
and the fick of the Parifh, and admiaifier to
their fpititual as well as their bodily Wants,

Inftead of cftablifhing or affitting Aflemblics
for Diverfioa with the Gay, he held agrecable
Socicties with the more rational Part of his
People, for promoting I'riendfhip and Picty
arong them.  Iowas at Bidoford that he lad
the Plan, and atually finrifhed great Part of
his much-adamived Medications aud Ceniteripla-
ticiis~1 have been told, by thofe who were

2 moft
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moft intimately acquainted, and fome who
lived in the fame Houfe with him, that Le
was wont to {it up reading or writing till three
or four o’Clock in the Morning; a Practice,
however, in which he ought not to be imi-
tated by the warmelt Lover of Study.

One of his moft favorite Friends was the
youry I.ady, at whofe Oblequies he preached
the Tall of the [ollowing Sermons.  She died
of a flow Confumption in the twenty-fifth
Year of her Age, and was, indeed, cvery
T hing of that exccllent Character the Pueacher
gave her.

ITe continued at Bideford till 1742, woen
the okd Rector dying, and a new one fucceed-
ing, Mur. [livey was difcharged from his Cu-
racy; and on preaching his farewel Sermon
the Pcople anfwered him with Sighs and
Tears.

London, Septs
283 1789,
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SERMON L

OQn the Day of JupemENT.

Rowm. xiv. 10.

We fhall all appear before the ?ﬂd‘g-ffi'fi.’/?’/"qt
of CHRIST., ' '

’

HOW are we beholden to Revelation for('

the moft valuable and comfortable Know-.

ledge!—Who, according to the Courfe of
Things, or the DiQates of Reafon, could hope ever
to fee hus deceafed Acquaintance ?—We followed
their breathlefs Corpfes a little while ago; and,
with weeping Eyes, faw them buried deep in the
Grave, where they arc, by this Time, turned to
Corruption, reduced into common Mold; fo that,
if we were to open their Coffins, we fhould hardly
find fo much remaining as Febu’s Attendants found
of Jezcbel; or, atleaft, no more thun the Scully and
the Feet, and the Palms of the Hunds *. Now it
would be perfectly agreeable to our Notiens to afk,

* 2 Kings ix. 32.

A with
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with the utmoft Diffidence, « Can thefe dry Bones
« jive » 7—Can thefe, and others, which have been
« cntirdy diffolved into Duit Ages and Generations
“ ago; can thefe revive any more 2—Shall Breath
« enter into tnem a fecond Time; and fhall they
¢« again be covered with Skin P”—Yes 5 how diffi-
cuit and incredible focver it may feem, thus it will
afiuredly be; the LORL GOD OF HOSTS
hath fad it, and with Hun nothing is impoflible ;
the Word is sone out ot His Mouth in Righteouf-
nefs, and it cannot return unfulfilled, thae there fhall
be a Refurrcétion of ihe Dealy both of the Juil and
Unjuft t.—All that are fleeping in the Chanibers
of the T’ rubsy and in the bowcels of the Laith, or
it~ L o:pth of the Sca, fhiell hear the Voice of
the Archragel, and the I'rump of GOD, and as
foon as aey hear, they fhall obey; they thall come
Forth in a Momeng, m the Twinkliug of an Eye,
from thofe Beds of Death, where tney have fiept
and been forgotten Years out of Number.—We
that are herc ailemblud tegether, and thofe that fhall
arrive after us to ticad thefe Holy Ceurts, fhall
behold, and make a Part of that warvellous Sight 5
we {hall behold the Prifoners of the Grave, releafed
and fpringing from their long Confinement, to take
their laft and great ‘I'rial. O what ferious "Thoug hts
will then fill our Minds, when we fhall fee the uhi-
verfal Affembly 5 Multitudes of every Kingdom and
Nation under Heaven, fuch as no Man can number,
moving upwards to mcet the LORD in the Air,
and to be tried for Etcrnal Deathy or Eternal Lifel—

¢ Lzek. xxxvii, 3. + Ads xxiv. 135,
With
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With fuch Serioufnefs let us now give Attention,
while we difcourfe of this moft furc Eveat; this
moft awful Uruths 72 fhall all Jlind Lefore the fulg-
ment-feat of CHRIST, In fpeaking to which I
thall endeavour to thew

I. What Circumflances will precede and ufher
in the haft Judoment.

1., Wio will mboas ‘Hm Supreme Judee, what
will be his Qualificadons, and wiat nis At-
tendance.

III. On what Things the Juigment will procced,

1. What Circumitances will precede ang,.uther

in the laft Judgment. N

Thefe will be very furprifing ; fuch as nevédcame
to pafs before fiom the Foundation of the VWorld.—
They will alto be very dreadtal 5 {fuch as may make
cvery Heart that has any Thing lefs than GOD
for its Support to fail jor Fear ;—there will be
Wonders in the Heavens above, and WA onders in
the Earth bencath. Yonder Sun, that has been
continually pouring out, cver fince s Creation, the
mofl inmenfe Stores of Laght;—whole Beams have
not been exhauffed, or fo much as wafled by the
Fxpence of many Thoufands of Montiis, mutt all
at once lofe all its Light and Splender, and become
black as Sackcloth of Huir.—'T'he Moon; t.0, muft
be fhorn of ail its Rays, and become as Blood,.—
"I'he Stars, that glitter and twinkle in the Fiima-
ment, muit either be fealed up, or full fiom their
1bs.—How upt arc we to be ternfied, and not

without
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without Rexfon, when the Clowls pour down Wa-
ter, swhen Shceets of Liheuin g‘arc along the
Madnight Saades, and the 1) r-uning Thunder-
bu‘“, Lo Sarows of the “n.,u_.; ¥+ 2o abroad e
Bur .l.s! wiat1- .0} this to the horscle Confufion
of thut woeind 1 .y '—No mere than, or not {o
muca s, e senocit Gales thar play 1ortly upon
the Leover, e to @ rraat aul thiong “Tempeit,
that rends the Yo e, and Lecaks in Paeces the
Rocle.—"f ne Kitay oo dod wauth Fire, that ran
2lopg £, Gronnd, Lol buiic up the Fruoits
of Lhe Fuaren, aud fcorched all that 10 met wath,
both Man anld Dol to deathi—"i he Tuonibling
of Mount 87wy i Siowke wnd thack Ourioacts,
and dn. Veiee of the Trampet  Lceediag loud——
All the Whiracles of Ly, aud tae Wonders in the
* Field -.i Zoan ;—ur, indeed; whatfoever femtul and
aftoniihing has beew obfers ody or can be conccived,
is nothing moie then more Amufement, it compared
with thofe g,cat Uhisgs which are coming upon us
all; thatie, e Dy of (1(")’ ferce Anger, when
He ‘will whet T sluerivg Sword, and His Hand
take hoid of Judy. .ont5 when fic will nuake His Ar-
rows drunk wiwo wlood '—Well may the cverlajiing
Mauntains, a5 the Pronhet Lebakiuk cxprefles ity e
ﬁatlerﬂl, no \Wonder "o perpetual FHills fhall be
bowed down #, and Wl exeétrd Naturc in an Agony
of Fear, when the LN CHTY is feen riding
upon florfes and Clariots of Sulvat!.i; when He
Jhai come to be ghorijied in Hus Saints, and to reward
His Eleét; but to eaccute Ven cance, Oh! grievous
* Hab. iii. 6.
4 to
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to mention, rizorous and inexorabic Vengeance,
upon His Encmies ;—and Sinners, unhappy Sin-
ners, Oh! what will they do i this their Day of
Vifitation ! Fow wiil the Ungodly ftand when the
Earth itfcil reels to and fio like a Drunkard
where will they inde themfelves when the Younda-
tious cf the round VVorid are dittovered? Wha, or
what will be their Safe-guard when they will look
and find vo Interceflor, when all wilt be Dettruc-
tion ou cvay Side? 1oy, all Deofiruction, for the
Elementsy, we are told by St. Petery wid mclt with
fervent Tloot* 5 the [ters will be as Streams of
Brimftone; the A as fcaldine, Liead ;—all the King-
doms of the Farth in an Uproar, and the whole
Framec of Things in the moit violent Convuilinas,
being now near their Difolution: Thus will the
awful Solerhnity of that mighty Day be intredyced
and if fuch be the Preparations, what will be the
Tranfaclions ! What, oh what will be the End of
fuch Beginnings ! It will be firange, and great, and
a juft Caufe of inconccivable Joy, or unutterable
Mourning, to cvery living Soul. Lut It us
liften awhile, and hear 3—when all thefe Things are
thus difpofcd of, and the Way paved for the Recep-
tion of fome mighty Perfon—then will the Judge
himfclf make his Entrance, and all Lyes fhall behsid
Him coming in the Clouds of Hrauen . W hich leads
mc to the fecond Particular I propofed to ticat
of, viz,

II. Who will a& as the Supreme Judge ; what
will be his Qualifications, and what his Attcndance,

* 2 Pet. iii. 10, + Matt. xxiv. 30.

The
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The Judze will be the LORD FESUS
CHRIST, both GCD and Man. The Man-
hood of Our Saviow will be cxalted to his Fionor
as a Recomipence for his great Humilintion. The
fame Perfon thet ence hung upon the Crofs, will
then fit on the Throne, and ol Tiaticns wiil te ga-
thered before Him; #2754 and his Men of War
who fet Jilm o+ aovrhts and Pdete, who condemn-
cd Him; the Chtet Proefey il Seribes, who veae -
mently occelsd P otine Uolhers wvao cubiled
Hiw, G <l bow boiare b FWootfloel, aad erouch
as Criminuds before Ton—tic was neex and lowly
when on Eattiiy and the mod conder and mecadal
Man alive; but Iet not this cncourage any oine in
Carclefinefs or Licenticuinets 3 he will then 2o eled
awith Leal as ith a Chal *, anl breathe out fo -
natior and F5uth a7 20/l cvory Soul of Van that hus
peififfed v Fed ¢ o-=le calls himidt o 4777000,
which will dien f wpor fuch Eeryonsy and (i d them
to Poce/or To—Fic is fulud e Lin of ibe T0ibe of
Fudalh § 2wl s the Lambh of GO, and ile
will then roar, againft cvery one that is ungodly,
as a Liuy, and lice the fierce Zimm will tend the
Cauls of their Fearts ;3 but let the Rightecus con-
fider tuis and 1(jeice, the glorious Juage is 10 other
than their deor Redeemery vwhom  their Souls have
long 1. ved s He has been their continual Advocate
with the Fatsers e is the Heady and they are the
myfiical Members 5 and how favowable end gra-
cious wili rle be to thofe who are fo nearly rclated,
fo intimatcly united to Him !

*If.lix.17. 4+ Rom. ii. 8, 9. 1 Luke xx. 13.

§ Revove 5
But,
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Rut, as we obferved, he is GOD as well

AMun, and this 1enders Him a moft formidable
Julge.—Indeed GO has been at our Right-
Hand cver fince we wesre hoiny 1fe Las been about
our Puaihs and abeut ovr Bedsy and [pixd out all onr
ays . GOD is privy to the mofl private Pafs
fages of ove Lite, yea, all of it fiom one Lnd to
the other, lies naked and open before Him 5 fo that
e will be, himfelty inftead of a thoufand YWitheles.

[0 (GO31) be Frize he connot be impelid upon;
no A&ion con be difyuifed betore Liim, no fincly-
fiamed Lacute will pals with THim, and no Gribe be
accepted by Himo—U GO be Fudye, then his
Determination cannot be changed; fiom his Scu-
tence there lics no Appedd; and He is able to make
good his Threatnings, and to caft both Lody and
Scul into t1cll

Yes, my Brethren I—RKnow afluredly, afd. I be-
feech vou to remember it dilinendy, that it is even
M. thae will fit in Judoment and pafs Scntence on
your Souls ; vea, that (3O, who new commands
you to feck Hem dirfly and above all other Things,
folicits you to refort to the duily Services of his
fIoufe, and charges you not to turn your Backs
upon his Haly Sacraments; Ue whefe Drvine Will
we have fo often declared to you; for whofe Sake
we have {o often intreated you, ffe is the Perfon
who will come, at the Confummution of all ' hm'rc
in moft exalted Majefly, to judge both Quick ar
Dead 1—Oh et us all take up a fpeedy I\Lf()lutm.l
of doing his moft Holy Will, elfe thefe Confidera-

I| Plalm cxxxix. 3.
tions
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tions wiil make Him more to be dreaded than all the
Pomp of his Appearance, though that will be fur-
prilingly olorious !

We rcad how the Countenance of Mafes once
thone with {uch Brightnefs, as ftruck an Awe upon
the Jfraclites, and made them afraid to come near
Him ¥ ; now if a Countenance of Flefh and Blood,
the Body of a Man who was to die, cal fuch a
Luftre only by converfing with GOD, only by
being gilded, as it were, with a Ray of His Glory 3
—OL! how will our LORID himfelf appcar,
when He iflues forth from his Dwellings in Light
inacceflible, furrounded with all the uavciled and
undimintthed Glory which He had with the Father
before the World bezan !

Surely this Difplay will be infupportabl~, and con-
foundings to the Lad; but refrething and delightful
to the Gsod.—When He was transfigured on Larth,
bis Face did fhine as toe Suny and bis Raiment wwas
white as the Light 4, but then He will deck Himflf
with Lixle s the Plalmitt fuys, a5 with a Garment :
—ifis Eyes witl bey as the Son of Sirach fpeaks,
ten tuoufand Times brighter than the Sun §. Such will
be the Perjon of our Judge, and his Attendance will
be anfwecrable. When Solsmsi’s Grandeur is de-
fcribed, thic is reckoned as a confid~rable Part there-
of, that threfeore valiant Men were about his Bed g
all cxpert in War y every Man with bis Sword upon
bis Thizh § :—Dut this Kirg will be accompanied
with innumerable Legions of Augels, every one

* Exod. xxxiv. 0. + Matt. xvii. 2. 1 Eccluf.
xxiii. 19. § Cant. iii. 7, 8,
more
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more luftrious. than Selonm.s ia all hie Clery every
one mere powerinl than an Fsfl of Mcea. Hear
what Danic! the Prophet fyvs of the Eternal Judge,
~his mig*ty R:ticue,—tius terribic Duay, and its
wender{ul Procedure 17 lebeii—and the Ancient
of Days did fit, whife Garment was white as Snow,
and the Hawr of his Hewd was fike the pure ool ;
His Throne wwas like th: frery Hlamey and his Wheels
as burning Fire. A flory Srrean [ acd and came Jorth
Jrom befers Hins thoufaslsy 106 auds miniflered unto
Himp and ten Ibouj)nm’ Trmes ten i/)aufund Slood brfare
Him. The Fudpmcut was fot, and the Books tere
Opﬁh't'l l! .

Have we not often felt the very Sound of thefe
Words chilling onr Blood, and fpreading an awful
Hortor throughout our vwhole ¥ranc i—And if the
bare Sowid in our Ears 15 fo Terror-ftriking ; Oh
what miéhty Conflernation muft overwheim the
Workers of Iniquity, when their Eyes fhall fee
then: actually accomplifhied l—accomplithed too in
fo full and complete a Manner, as far excceds the
moft foreboding Apprehienfion and Imagination to
conceive !

We hdve feen what will be the Introdu&ion of
our Judge to this great Afize,—who will be the
Judge ;—how many, and mighty, his minittering
Spirits, (all of them fo tcrribly magnificent, that if
they ‘were fent only to thew themiclves, they might
well fill us with “I'rembling and Aftonithment ;—but
they portend tomewhat of e utmoft Confequence
to the whole Race of Mankind. This is the Day,

Il Dan. vii. g, 10.
and
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and this is" the Affembly, that muft determine the
Yate of us all5 determine it, not for a few Ages,
but for Ages of Ages, or, which is infinitely more,
to all Et_rnity.  Besore this univerful Concourfe is
diminifhied, cvery Son of Adum will receive an ir-
reparable Docm 3 cvery One will be difpofed of,
according to his Ddieits, in Scats of cverlafling
Happinels, or in Prifoas of eveafling Horror.
sy, fir a clear Confcience! An unblameable
Life! A giacicus fyanc of Mind, that they, through
our Savioui’s Nierits, toay tuen the Scale i our
Favour at this moft critical Junclure.—Verily, ve-
rily, 11y veto yoeu, this is natenl, worth wyhieg,
but wrefding st g,y and conizndin e Gily forg
yea, if it could net be cbtanad but by forititing
our Eflater, cbanconing oar Cotiaay, or even pil-
linz our Blood, it would be our Witdew to procure
it at any Rate.  « Give us, O thou Father of our
€ 5pints, give us to Jook up with Joy in that Hour,
« wnd to fee not our Dethiutiion, but our Salvation
¢ drawing near, and aben ler what will befull us
¢ during our thort Abode on Farth ;3 thoush we be
« deftitute, afilicled, tormented all our Life, and at
« length go down in Mitery to the Gravey yet one
« Glimple of thy fuiury, amidit that mexpreliible
“ Difmay, will be more than a Recompence for
«all!”
But I haflen to the third Point to be confidercd,
naincly,

~

III. On what Thinzs the Judgment will pro-
ceed :—And this is nothing lefs than our whole Bes
haviour.

Such



Ou the Day of Fudgimeit. 17

Such a Trial as this has never been undergone
hitherto; nor are we, nairow-fiphted Crc:‘.turcs,
copable of managing it; Lot the All-know ving and
All-wife, 1s thmuuonly quadified to make fuch a ge-
neral .md extenfive Scarch; fur fie was bpcf}:;mr
of every Step e 100k, fro s our carlicft Chilunond ;
nay, He noted dowin all our Condudl in tle e
venly Regidier, as culy as it pafied @ in thefe un-
errny Records ave defanib doall our Siae, with ail
their A'r'\-l'a\';ri(,;:t, not one ofethem is omitted
the mioft ieret Nuau_htineft that was done in our fe-
cret Retiremont s t.x\, Linarization of cur learis

zance of qt i v oy i. st it wes commn ) and

in his Bookx i v criteny wibhe o Delay s omndiom

as with a Pen »f ey o as with (e Peint of g
]

Diamond, in el 0G0 Cowcw s as nothing
can blot ouy, bat o wnce e Lement aice,

Then will ¢ 1 00en ooy of Dl he
)

brought to Li iy 50 A hons, wran bave bue

-

Dudied 1 Silence, Brprodes o0 o o oS b

fore GODy and Aoy vnd L i-=ten wia the
\ondde of Grry o s Convert e b 10 bre be-
fore inaumerable toos — 10 Soriveator, and
Adulteres, that wiato 4 for the Twat b oad lad oot
to Eyos thould fie iy, wall be it to opon Shae,
tue dacicft Thefo wel be d el
fly Act of ovar-iecaing ond Clanding wll be
looked into and cvacaneds “Uhe H,poente will
ftand unmafke.! and tippad of his pretenadd tiety
no abommable Thinp, no wierad Aca ., thoush
ever o cunningly contrived, or clocds geacerled,
dut will be plucked vut to public View, O coudi-
B der
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der this all ye that cncourage yourfelves in Mifchief
from the vain Hopes of Sccrefy ! O confider that
the T'ime is coming. the fearful Moment will foon
be here, when your bafe Ingratitude muft be expofed
before @il the Hoft of Angels; yea, and a whole
‘World of Mortals: then will the HOLY LORD
make the Rightecoufnefs of his faithful Servants, as
clear as the Light of the Noon-day : perhaps they
were evil fpoken of, and caluminated in this Life,
but then they fhall- obtain the Praifc which cometh
from GOD, and feel fuch a Satisfaltion enfuing
thereupon, as the World cannot give.—T'hen cvery
Jecret, but hearty Prayer fhall be remembered, and
commended ;3 cvery Inftance of Sclf-denial 5 cvery
Injury forgiven; every A¢t of Charity exercifed,
will be taken Notice of to their Honour. I wifh
to G OD that all who hear me this Day, as well as
myfelf, may henceforth labour to be rich in good
‘Works, thofe faithful and abiding T'reafures which
will continue with us, when not only our Gold and
Silver fhall perifh, but even the very Earth fhall
flcc away, and the very Heavens fhall be no more *.

As

.
L

* Though it appears that Mr. Hervey was not a
Calvinift at the Time of his preaching this Sermon ;
yet there is nothing in the above Paflage which can be
offenfive to the warmeft Advocate for the Dottiine of
Fupification by the imputed Righteoufnefs of CHRIST 5
fince it it not incompatible with that Doétrine to be-
lieve, or aflert, that our Good Works fhall be owned
and applauded, in that Day, when the lniquity of the
Wicked fhall be divulged. ~ Mr. Hervey guards againft
-any Obje&tion which n.ay be made to what he hath here
faid of “the Merit of our Works, by making Ufe only of
she very exprefs Language of Scripture, without Glofs
er



I

On the Day of “fudgment. 19
As the Works of our Hand, fo alfo the Words

of our Lips will comc under Examination; the
watchful GOD bas overheard whatever we have
uttered, and has kept a Book of Remenmsbrance, and
will then procidim it as upon the Houle-tops,  "Tis
ftrange to fie how carelels  Peopiz wie concerning
their Difcourie, as though it were a very trifling
Matter, not woithy of heir L\rv, or GOD’s No-
tice ; but know affuredly, O Mun, that thy De-
megnor in this Refpect wiil very muoch influence the
titue of the Juu_jr.m.nt 5 fory by ihy ¢ ardsy fays the
Scripmrc, then fhult be juidjidy amid by thy I¥ords
Do fhait e condimned ¥ 11 u.zt Reward fhall be
deay ar olven, wita theey thon fiic Dongie # Why,
tie Plimet b fere toldy 2z "f,: vl fharp Ariows
joall be fhot inis i 5 pot b ing Couls fhall be poured
whon thee | ——"Uhe Slanderer, that wounds or
H.« ceiny his Meighbour’s Reputation, though reckh-
ol an enterteining and diverting (,o.n;,.n.lox 3 will
thy s appear to be a Fool '—t'm'lwu the Sweares docs
not mueh revand the threatsnin g of the Almighty,
b tewldully fots his Moadh o oaiat Heaveny and
biaiphemys the GOD heven made to blels 5 yer,
theny, when his naced Soud £l dond before the
livieg GO Dy he will pe.ccae his predigious Mad-

or Comment.—DBat thoneh the 11id Colvini? thoold
perate this Diiconnie wih Drifate faction, yet the Are
arowan will find octhing ju i agreeable to his Palace,
fine here is n thag Tuid of 1he Juflfying Firtue of
Gued-Works; on y of the Ao ‘which they derive
tiem the Morits of CHRIST. Lpitor,

* Maito a3, * Phlmocexy. 3, 4.
B2 neby



20 Ou the Day of Fudgment.

nefs and Wickednefs @ Ile will fedd what is meant
by that drcadiul Denunciationy, The L.ORD <witl
ot ol b Guitl 51 Asdy indeeldy s by fcclmg
ougy and by id [‘a'\luh.‘ ey that Ity fut iv
wad hicer bui port o Lo anown.

Then we muir aviwor for every idle Wed, ad
Pow rauch mee fur waathiuly pafiiorate, ond 1c-

veamcful enes ! how nadh more, for prefonz, wan.
ton, fifthy Communicaarn. o '—C well will st e
be with thea, o8d hopry v Al they be, whoo Mauths
have bocn exercited 1 Vidom, and ther "Ponguacs
e of Judrments Yoy pholibe ivivey foith tle
LORD o HObY Y, in the D, woaet w A idde up
my Jeweie, ool 1ol jrare them as a Qan fjur il
bis mwir S thal ferveii Lim .

This lath, and ¢reat Enquiry, will be extendid
yet farther; 1t will be carried to the vay Thou /o5
of the Heart s aidd 1ot no Man conhide in his cut-
ward Dceney and lu“ ot et none apoland ther-
{elres lor hw.u:,f chape d the Cenfurss of b
Mugnlzat- s man il bo fouad Jlaerressy in that
:mp.uzal Frilfiuen, wiro never imbiucd  their
Harls in Dlood, b cootfiied 2n envious Live,
hatchied fpitcful Lellzney and haiboured Malice 1n
then el i—rdany widl be found guilty of /.-
el iy venny du iy Lo, Jever triciied, or exadted,
in the vWoy of ‘Trade, but robbed G GI) of his
Right, witi- held the v, rd, or the cutward Wor-
iu.,), that was due unto Fume—I far we faall fee
"houlnds convided of Adudtary, who snever defiled

* DMoeisehi an g,
thm
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their Neighbour’s I d, bat tronfu@cd the lewd Ini-
quity in their T.':...L'..—(_) trerendons Judenent
indecd, fince it will nnt p‘.!~ over the flightieft
Things we have dosiz, the foltel? Whilpers we have
utt(‘rc\l, nor cven the 1etirad Workines of our 'an-
oy 1— O Aftctions, too, will be brennht o the
Touch! e the ineitery nure Julxs wil dooand
whether e have redrabo ot e Flereeaes of our
Difpositicns, and kept our Soals as a weaned Child 5

wiisther we have mertfd o (szrz‘ar/ﬁzg,) and car-
wal opetiics 5 have bad our Canyverfation and enre
in Heaven 5 and have deupht =5 Glore of our Cre-

ator above all Things.—TNen every one of our
()pportu.‘ﬁl:c of Tuiprovanent, howerer Men
mway dhoche thom at protert, mult be accounted for.
"The good Damnnles inat have been fet us 5 the holy
Exhortrtions that have been offered usy thefe are
all £o many Tulonis watwhich weare entrufted :
And then GOD, even the wmolt mighty GO,
will cxll Lis Servants to o Reckoning,  exquifitely
rice and evaety then we ma't antwer for the Sins
of Omigiisey as will as for the Sins of Commiffion ;
it will taen be criminal not to have done Good,
firituoly to ourfelves and others, no lefs than to
have done Evil,

What, though the Neglett of Family Vo thip is
not*cognifable in an earthly Court ;—what thouch
Men are not committed to Geol, for not 1afiruct-
ing their Childien and Servant in Holiners, or
for trifling away the Sabbath; yet fure 1 am, that
for 2ll thefe T hm'ﬂ GO lll bring thce, O Sin-
ner, intQ Judgmuxt !—Do you thuk thcfe hard

B3 Say-
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Sayinrs; why then, It them {tir us up to a more
carcful  Proparation;—Ilct us watch and pray;
guard over cus Hewts 5 montily our cvil ‘Tempers
and laboer ater heavenly Virtaes. Lot us do this
with all Circumfpo{tion ond Diligence, as it is iit-
ting for thaic who wie hafleaing and locking tor
fo {trit and fiery a Tiiali—How rofh, 2nd incx-
cufubly wrong, is a Sacte of carnal Seeurity for Crea-
turcs that live in duly Expediation of this mighty
Scruting, 2wl know not but this very Nighe the
Cry may be made, Fhold tle Lyiaegi oo comett) 5—
for T muit yet father ailure you frow the Scripture
itfeif, that the Judgment will be fo naow and
carching, the judge fo jufl and napartizi, that many
who fancicd thaicives in fair Lecelihood for Tlea-
ven, will mect with a deplorable Difippointment.
Many that huve prophefied and coft out Devils, and
did maity wonderful TWorks in CHRIST’s Namey
will be difowncd by Him > Yca, St. Peter de-
clarcs, that cven the Rishteous will fearcely be fuveds
and if the Risbteens wid fearcely be faved, wlhere
Poall the Urg.dy and the Sinner appear + 2 Wherey
indeed, it GOD's outftretched Armiis lorg cnough
to reach Hims if GO indnite Knowledge,
“piercing en ugh to deteét Tiim; f GOD AL-
MIGH LY Power s ftrong enough to fubduc
Iim, e fhell in no wine go unpunithed.—"hen
will the gicat Scparation be naade, the Chaff will
be fevered fiom the Zheat, and the She.p divided
from the Goats; the onc fct on the Right-hand to

* Mate, vii. 23. i 1 Ep. iv. 18,
hear
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hear the glad Tidings of Acquittance and Abfolu-
tion; the other on the Lef-hand, to receive the
heavy Sentence of Go ye Curfed !—a Sentence cf
infinite and eternal Condemnation,

T'hen fhall all Fleih fee, and acknowledge, the
fuperior Excellence of the Godly, and the Wifdom
of being truly Religious.—Then will it be well
with thee, O rightcous Man! and every Tongue
fhall pronounce thee blefled, for then thou thalt be
approved of, and applauded by Him in whofe Plea-
furc is Lifc; His Lips will be full of Grace, and
fhall fpeak Peace and ‘T'ranfport unto thy Soul.
Thinc Ears, thine own Ears, fhall hear that glad-
dening, ravithing Commendation, /il done, good
aud farthful Servant.  And it fhai! be more honour-
able to thee than a Crown of Glory, or an Orna-
ment of Gold about thy Neck.—He who fpeaks,
and it is done, who commands, and it ftands faft,
even Fie fhall bid thee enter into the Fay of thy Lord.
And will not this be better to thee than a thoufand
Kingdoms enjoyed through the Space of ten thou-
find Ages?—=Then they who formerly afflicted
thice, ardd made no account of thy Labor, fhall be-
hold thee, numbered with the Children of GODj;
and thy Lot, thy blifsful and cverlafting Lot, amongft
Lae Saints.

Brethren, it is my Heart’s Defire, and fhall be
my Prayeis to G OD), that this may be the Portion
of us ail in that terrible Day ! Neverthelefs be not
deccived, the infpired Writers have told it before-
hand, if we allow onrfitves in any known Siny if we
reft futisfied with a Converfation barely fober and sz/z}

B4 b
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if we ’cw the TEorld ard the Things of the IVorld, if

e aire st barn agarry rencw ey az l/m.h.,i« dly Grace
i I odl If we have wst the Sploitof Chrifty nei-
ther his Lolvy hioniley Leaiendy Dojpfetoon flnd alysud
i ooar Swlsy we boorowa Title iy mel ccpot na
Share in bis cprale Pty s A5 s bace it on b
Alariiuze Gurme ot of o neity grocons aid arvine
Nutwrey woemu! oo the Thunder o) tat res dons
Foicy Go jecas) D5 a2 chen ooy’ @ with the
srtable

Levid and Fis dgors 00 Piroeons o7 s
P00y a0/ 0wl leaoccply a i ey aisd nover-
eidivy cne i of et

Te conciade s vou have heerd, my belsied Brea
thren, what wounderfnl Cricamittarces of Horror
wiil uther in the lalt and dicadial Judgment 5 the
gloricus M. j fty, and :ll-penetrating Waldom, and
refiftlefs Power of the it.xnenm Julue s how fridily
and impartially he will excmine every j'nt and Tittle
of our Bchaviour; tozether with tic evalalling
Difference that will be put, between hin that U rveth
GOD and Lhim that {00 <t iliny not—1 hall only
ber of yeu, by the Rlecies of GODy wd for
yoir own Sout’ 8 ke, ro acditate on thefetawalen-
ing Truhe; if you only give them the Hearing,
and think vo more of thag it cannot be expalted
that they will piove bondoid to yous but if you
confider thum, “:‘.«! piay to the Alimichty to open
the Eycs of )m'r Unaeiftending, and o give tham
their dus [nflucace vpon your Minds; 1 have good
Hope that t“‘y u.ll coavinee you of the lmpor-
tance of Holindfs and Piewy s that they will roufe
yaur fluggidh Endeavours, and not fuffcr you to ack

any
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any longer in this momentous Afinir with Indiffe-
rence.  They will,y theny of thendiives, fupply the
Place of the waiinett Exhortation, and incline you
fo to live in this Life prefent, as you will with to
have lived, when CHRIST, who is our Judoe,
fhadl ap.car. Yoo, lot but thefe Sayings fink decp
1nto your Heartsy and taen be wwicled if you dare
¢ waary of wdli doimgaf you gun,

)
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SERMON IL

On the Nature and Importance
of the Sacrament of theLorb’s
SUPPER.

1 Cor, i}, 29.
— Nut difccining the LOR D’s Body.

T is too juft Matter of Lamentation, and a very
fenfible Gricf of Heart, to the Minifters of
CHRIST, to fce his facred Ordinances moft un-
worthily negledted.  Negletted, alas! not by pro-
fefled Infidels, or notoricus Livers, but by thofe
who c:ll themicdves by his Name, and maintain 2
creditable Charadier in the Woirld.—When a Con-
gregation of Wenhippers is met together; when
they are all folemnly bidden and prefiingly invited
to commemorate the Redeemer’s Death; when the
Table is fpread and the Elements prepared ; the
Pricft ftands ready to do his Office, and the Holy
Angcls are tuning their Harps to join in our Hymns;
when the Dove-like Spirit is upon the Wing to come
dowrs
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down, and the GOD of all Grace andGlory exped:-
ing cur devout Xpprosch, how fady and frangeis it to
obivrve the greatdt Port of the Allembly, ftepping
thelr ;mars to tie Invit tion, and turning theiv Bachs
vreo the Aler! And, what s fhrangeil of ally
fia them wpmg tieir Mouths, and irscoluing, if
not v owing, St thyhave done wo Hernd! Liere,
i th 1o over were Self-deceivers in the World, thefe
are the Corivns, A prefent; T ean only recommend
them to the Divine ConpafTon, and pray thit their
finful Negleft may not be lad to their Chuge!

T here is another Miftarriace, no lefs to be Ia-
mented, which I fhall hunbly endeavor (Oh that I
ma: be fo hoppy ws off ctually to remc 0y 1) T onean

the Ualuittulnes of thofe who do arterd this Toly
Minicration,  Peophe come to the LLORIYs Sup-
fery and portane, aind depans widhout Lecoming bet-
ter. It his vo viibie pood Infavnce upon their
Lives. They sie vt mulesmere finge', noore con-
fcientious, more ex~apl ry in their Walk., Now
what can be the Reon of tiis Jl Sucedts 2 Where
lies the Fuult? T+ the Sacrament, or in the Cemaize-
wicarts f—Inot in the Sacraniont, but in the Com-
municants.  “I'hey underflund not the Nature of
the Divine Ordinaice.  They receive not aright,
with a proper Senfe and Refer.tment of Things on
their Minds.  Tlhey do not, as my Text expretles it,
difcern the LOR D’s Bedy, ‘T'hercfore, for the Edi-
fication of thofe that are intcnded to come to this
Holy Communion ; that the Ignorant may know ;
and that the Knowing may be reminded of its Na-
*ture, 1 fhall attempt to thew,

X 1. Whe



of the Lord’s Supper. a9

1. Who it was that appointed the Sacrament.

il. Tor what Ends He appointed it.

111, 'The Beneiits which fincere and underftand-
ing Communicants r.ccive thereby: And
how the Confideration of all thefe Particu-
lars thould aficét us.

I. In order to diicern the LORD’s Body in the
Sacrament, we fhould know 7/ %2 it was that ap-
pointed it.—1t was the LORD FESUS CI{RIST,
both GOD and Man. As He was Many, He knew
by Experience what Necd our Naturc has of fen-
fible Images: He knew what Images would beft
reprefent His dying Love to our Imagination, and,
therefore, made chaoice of the propereft T'okens and
Symbols for this facred Purpofc.  In that He was
G OD, Hehal a Right ‘to require our Obfervance
of whatever He plealed to enjoin, otherwife His
Injunlions would have loft their binding Force.
{Iis Appointmente might have been fit and reafon-
able, but not umverf2ily obligatory, It might have
been ufeful and espedicnt to fubmit to them, but not
Jinful to difregard them.—But now that Ie is GOD
over ally bleffed for ever ¥, we know that his Com-
mands muft not be defpifed, but obeyed. Now we
are fure that we have finned in negiedting them
hitherto, and that we fhall go on finning if we
neglect them any longer.

To remember that the Appointer of this great
Myftery is the Infinite G O D, may be advan-
tageous to us in another Refpe; it will not only

¢ * Rom. ix. 5.
g oblige
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oblige us to partake of it, but raifc our ExpeQa~
tions from it. Had it been the Inveations of a
mere Man, we might have Reafon to fulpe& fome
Deficiency in it; that it would not fufliciently an-
fwer the Purpofe for which it was oidained; or
that the Benefit would be fmall and feanty, like the
Nature and Power of Man., But now, that the
Almighty LORD of all Things is the Author
of it, how certain may wc be of its attaining the
defigned End ! What Benefits, what Bleflings may
we not reafonably look fur fiem it?—Undoubtedly
we may look for Bencfits great and glorious, infi-
nitely rich and ineftimably precious, fuch as are be-
coming of a GOD to beftow !

Let us bear in our Minds the Divine Inftitutor,
and comply with the Inftitution, in humble Obe-
dience to His Authority. Lect us comply, not be-
caufe it is cuftomary for grown People; not be-
caufe it is creditable; much lefs Loeaufe the Laws
have made it a neceflary Qualiication for fome
Pofts of Dignity and Piofit; buc becaufe of the
Submiflion we owe to Him thit roude vs; becaufe
we are the Creatures of our LO I, and ought to
be entirely under His Government.  Let us alfo
exalt our Expectations, cnlarge orr Defires, and
hope to receive a Vulnefs of Hc:.culy Blefiings 3
for it is GOD who appotnt.d ihe ¥eaft! ¢ OD
who invites the Guefls! and GO who will be
prefent to blefs the duly preparcd Soul!

IL. In order, alfo, to difce+n :L: LORD’s Body
in the Sacrament, we thould kinow the Ends for

which the Bleflcd JESUS appuinted it.
.~ Of
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Of this He Himfelf has informed us.—=Do this,
faid the adorable Redeemer, when He was about to
be offered, and the Time of H:s Departure was at
hand ; Do this in Reinembrance of 12 *.  He knew
the pervesfe Treachery of our mortal Memories 3
how apt we are to wiite Injurics in Marble, and
Favors in the 2.yt 5—~tow, maie cfpecially, apt we
are to forget our Oblications to an invifible Bene-
fa&or ; therefore, He ordined thefe fenfible, vifible,
fanding Memorials of His Love, His exceeding
great ond marvetious Levsy in dving for us. By the
frequent and devout eccival of thofe facred Sym-
bols, we are to refrefh in cur Memories, and thew
forth wnto others, the Dwth of our LORD
JESUS CHRIS'T, At s Lioly Altar, and in
this folemn Tranfaélion, we ure to reprefent, and
imprint on our own Minds, His bitter and bloody
Paflion. ‘The Bread broken leads us, in a peculiar
Manner, to reficét vpon Tis Body, which He gave
for the Life of the World :-—"i’hat Bleifled Body,
which was ploughed up by the Scourges, mangled
by the ‘Thorns, piciced by the fharpened Spear,
and bored throuph by the ruzged Nails '—The
1Vine poured out feems to point out to our working
Thoughts, the emptying of His holy Veins, the pre~
cious Blood that guthed from His gaping Wounds,
that.trickled down the accurfcd "Lree, and tinged
the Stones of the infamous Hill,

On thefe fad Scenes of our Mafter’s Sufferings
fhould we excrcifc our Thoughte, and fix the Eye
of our Faith, Let us contemplate (and contem
plating we cannot chufe but admire) that tran-

Luke xaii, 194
{cendent
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fcendent Loving-kindnefs, which endured fuch a
Weic it of Afiliction for our & .c.—DBitter, exqui-
bl
fitcly keen and bitter, weic ae ains our Divine
Ranferior underveent, aod L unimacinabl
anderier underwent, and « .o.ul, unimaginably
drendind, were the "dosivont, e delivered us from.
The ciigiaal Sin o cur Narwre, much more the
ranifold “trante o Zons of oar frudics, had ren-
dered us Crumandds, and juitly diable to avengin
> Ju)
Juitice s So that we mur Baae bon oy c'wn»lm
voith oiend Darenddey doaded with cternal Chatvs,
plungad deep in wngae cbbfe by and trardlixed

with inlapparable Soapa thic  nd
MCIC ot Ll , yaiy neore than Dar wble to eapials,
we mait Lad Lot oar ornt inters
cefior ficed i v Gopy end tinned away the YW iath
of the Ammizhiy,  Swie, or we 1omember wht
bitter "Thin_s the innueunt Senerer fudty and what
Locxpre. Rie Afiy ceiie debvered us frory we Dl
fodd ow Hewts glowo with Gaatude, full of
,1 fia l.lx: wl D.-.a!

€V ! o Gy witha oarfelves, <« Did
« Jingeoneo il dic, Cor I, who am nething but
¢« Poilution, roght (o freel—IDid JESUS purs

c
« ciale ay PZU'L:J‘I at fo dear a Raie ws'his own
« Sweoty wnd Groas, wnd Iilood2—€) Love be-
< yo;::l Cen 'pa:e' Hod fic given onc of His own
« illutinous Angds to beceme my bieeding Atone-
« ment, 1 ol d have cfteemed this a ;-rod;g;nous
« Obhigation.  Lut to give £limfesfy his l‘l-..ﬂ'cd
“ §4f5 to e s Soul, his very Souly a Sucri-
« fice for my bins'—amazing, unuttc:abl.. Love,
¢« cternally to be admired, and cven never to be
“ admired cnough !—Had I the Heart of the Sera-

' phun,

~
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¢ phim, and could I burn with Lovc like theirs,
¢ even this would be too little for fuch furpaffing
<« Kindnefs !~~}ad I ten thoufand Lives, and fhould
« [ Tay them all down for His Glory, yet fhll I
¢ [hould be an infinite Debtor te His Goodnefs 1—
¢« Well then, fince I have but One Life, 1 will de-
¢« dicate it wholly to His Service. Affilted by Al-
« mighty Grace, I will no lenger feck my own
¢ Pleafure, nor do my own Will ; but make His
‘kPlcafurc the Principle of my A&ions; His Will
« my’conftant Rule; and live unto Him who died
¢« for Me!—I charge thee, O my Soul, I charge
¢« thee by the tender Mercics of thy incarnate
« GOD, and by all the Agonies of thy S A-
« VIOR’s Crofs, ncver, never to forget this
<« aftonifhing Love! Let it be written in thy faith-
<« ful Memor), as it were with thy ftreaming Blood.
« As thou wouldeft not be accounted of all Crea-
« tures the moft ungrateful, do not walk up and
¢« down the Earth intcnt upon numberlefs Trifles,
« but unmindful of thy LORD’s immenfe Com-
¢« paffion!—As thou drcadeft to have thy Name
« become,a Proverb of everlafting Reproach, do
« not dare to offend, to affront, . to crucify afreth
« thy Redcemer by any wicked Courfes!”
Remember alfo your Sins, which were the Caufe
of the Savior’s gricvous Sufterings and mighty Tor-
ments.  Think not that the Ferws alone are charge-
able with our dear Redeemer’s Death! They were
our Iniquities that fetched Him from His own Hea- -
ven, that clothed Him with a Veil of Clay, and at
laft faftened Him to the accurfed Tree.  Our Sins

platted the Crown of T'horns; our Sins ftruck the
C tharp
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fharp aflitive Points into His Temples, and plunged
the Spear into His Heart.  Be aflured the LORD
JESUS had never known Pain, much lefs had He
tafted Death, but for our Violations of GOD s
Laws. Yet to make Satisfattion for us, and ap-
peafe His incenfed Father, He felt its keeneft & Edge;
fo that our Sins werc the Muitherers of our dcareft
LORD: Our Sins were the Traitors that be-
trayed Him 3 the Accufers that cried Crucify Him =
thefe mingled the Vinegar aud Gall, and prepared, Wl
the Inllruments of Tortue. .

“ Are thefe Things {0’ may our mufing
Thoughts reply :—¢ Was zny Unbelicf, and my Sen-
@ fuality 5 my Uncleanncfs and Pride; ay Paflion,
« and Covetoufnefls, and unjuft Dealing, the Caufe
“ of my Savior’s Death?—Did thefe bring down
¢ the Vengeance upon His guiltlefs Head? And
« fhall I #till love thefe detefted Things? Shall I
¢ ftill cherifh and carcfs the vile Murtherers of my
“ dear LORD?!—No; in GOD’s Name I
¢ will henceforth abandon them for ever! Irom
<« this Moment there commences an eternal Quar-
« rel between my Soul and its once-beloved Lufts!
I hope to deteff them, as 1 fhould deteft the exe-
« crable Villain that had ftabbed an honourced Pa-
¢ rent before my Iace ! [ hope to abbor them, as
< T fhould wbkor the Knife that was red, and reck-
“ ing with the Heart’s Blood of a moft vuluable
% Friend!”

With fuch Meditations on the Agony of our
blefled Redeemer, on the Torments He has faved
us from, and thofe Sins of ours which caufed His
Death, let us approach the LORD?’s ‘I'uble; with

our
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our Hearts full of Love to the LORD JESUS,
full of T'hankfulnefs for the great Deliverance which
He has wrought for us, and full of the firmeft Re-
folutior:. Arnmﬁ thofe bafe Iniquities which occa-
fioned His Crucifixion.

IIL. In order to difcern the LORD’s Body, we
. fhould know thc Benefits which fincere and under-
“Handing Communicants receive in the Sacrament.
AN thefe are, a// that were purchafed by the
preciods Sacrifice of the agonizing and bleeding
JESUS!

The Sacrament is not only a Commemoration of
our LORD’s Death, but a Communication of the
Bleflings, Privileges, and Advantages obtained by
it. Tholc that receive worthily, are, thereby, made
Partakers, of all thofe Bleflings which GOD, in
Confideration of His Son’s Sufferings, has promifed
to fallen Man. When our Savior fays of the Sa-
cramental Bread, This is my Body, he declares as
much as, and his Meaning really is, « This Bread,
¢« bruifed, and ground, and broken, is not only a
« Reprefentation of my crucificd Body; but it is
« alfo a rcal Means of conveying the healing,
¢« atoning, redeeming Effeéts of it.”

All  Bleflings are indeed the Purchafe of
CHRIST’s Death. Of every Thing comfort-
able, we may fay, it is the Pricc of His Blood,
without which cven our Bleflings would be curfed.

But the chief Benefits, thofe which were princi-
pally procured by our LORD’s Paffion, and are
moft direétly intended to be beftowed in his Sacra-

Ca2 ment,
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ment, without which we could have  no Relith of
temporal good Things, nor any Titl: to eternal
ones—I fay the chief Benefits are *Pardsn and
Grace : pardoning Mercy and fan&lfymb 2 f500 —
Bleflings thefe, of invaluable Worth, fuch as none
but the infinite GOD could give; fuch as no
other Confideration but the Life of the LORD
JESUS cold procure; fuch as no Words of
minc can fufficiently fet forth, and if we do ne.
pxm. them vailly above all other Treafures, i a
fure Sign of a blinded Undeiflanding and a moft de-
pravad Will.—"Think a Iittle what Pardon is; ’tis
the foregoing of an iufinite Debt, infinitely multi-
phed ! Be aftudd, the mflexible Juftice of the Al-
mighty would never have cancelled one Tranfgref-
fion of the Law, if CHRIST had not died to
fatisfy its Donants. Tor one fingle Sin the poor
Sinner muft hive fuffered the Vengeance of eternal
Vire. N, the very Sin of our firft Parents,
the Deprav.ty of our fallen Nature, would have
configned us over to everlafting Burnings.  And if
one Iniquiz,, a fingle Breach of the divine Law, was
without Keniiflion ;—if a fingle Breach of the di-
vine Law nuwft have received a juft Recompence
of Reward in the Lake of Fire and Brimftone—
O what recrtul, what inconceivably fevere Punifh-
ment mut cur maniteld Sins have fubjeéted us to!
Now ot it we to adore, with bended Knees and
Hand< I ted up to Heaven, and Eycs oveifl 'wing
vath T cais of Giatitude, how ought we to adore,
and blef, the kind Redcemer, who faved us from
fuch m exceeding great and eternal Weight of
Vvoel

If



:ﬂWWr 37

Tf then the great King, when he comes in to view
the Guetts, Mfhould fay to us, as hc faid to his Pro-
phest™@hdt. dofi thon bere Eljjah * 2 we may rea-
dily and devoutly reply, « We come not, LORD,
¢ becaufe we are blamelefs; but becaufe we are
¢ guilty, and long to be pardoned! Our Sins have
“ fubjetted, juftly fubjected us, to tay fierceft
&€ Wrath, and loudly call for Vengeance upon us.
N)ut when thou remembuerett our Offences, re-
“ member alfo the Lamb of GOD that was flain
 to take them away : Look down upon thefe facred
« Symbols of his Death, and be favourable and gra-
¢ cious to us. Both now, and when thou judgeft
¢ the World in Rightecufnefs, let this Sacrifice be
¢« our Propitiation and Atonement. Let us be
¢ wathed in this Blood, that we may be clean from
“ every filthy Stain.  Let us be purped in this
“ Fountain, flowing from thy Son’s woun led Side,
 that we may be whiter than Snow, and prefented
£ pure and without Spot before thee.

« As for us, having obtained Pardon of our Sins,
“ we will ftudy, in humble Dependence on thy
¢ gracious’ Aid, we will ftudy to fubdue them.
¢« When Pleafure calls us, with her alluring Whif-
¢ pers, we will think upon thy dyiug Groans, moft
« blefled JESUS, and %his fhall break the foft
« Enchantment. When Viin-Glory fires us with
¢ a Lovc of Praife and Diftinétion, we will look
“ upon thee as thou ftoodeft numbered with Tranf=
greflors, fpitted upon, and infulted by Slaves, and
exccuted among Thieves; and this fhall mor~

-~

-~

¢
[4

-~

-

* | Kings xix. g.
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¢ {ify us to the Ho orld‘}. This Re-

« membrance fhall pour Contempt up(n all human
« Glory, and fill us with thy holy, hu}} bletfyffer-
“ ing Spirit.  When our Table tempts us to Vo-
¢ Juptuoufnefs and Excels, we will call to mind the
« bitter Cup of thy Father’s Indignatiou, which
¢ thou drankefl offy to the very Dregs, for cur Suke;
« and this fhail teach us not Temperance only, bu¢
« Self-Denial alfo. When lewd Defires invgde
¢« our Breafts, wc will refle&t upon the Irons that
« entered into thy Soul; the throbbing Pain that
¢« fhot through all thy Limbs ; and may this prove
¢« an effectual Antilote againft the Working of the
fubtle Poifon !—As the Shoulders of our blefled
¢« LORD bore the fhameful Crofs, through the
¢« Stiects of Jerufalem, fo fhall our Minds bear the
« Memory of it in every Place; and this, O Sin,
« fhall be thy Plague! ‘This, O Iniquity, fhall be
« thy Deftruéiion!”

GRACE is the other Bencfit procurcd by the
Dcath of CHRIST, to be conveyed in the Holy
Sacrament. And of thi'; wvho fhall declare the Pre-
cioufn=f>? "1 v Gift of furpafling Excellency !
11 nothirn ics than GO himfudr! The Holy
Ghottaad his Craces ace oferedi—\Vonder, O Hea-
vens, and be anozed O®Earth, at the unfearchable
Riches of divine Goodneft 1—"T"he Holy Gheft, and
his Graces, are’ freely offered to Sinncers that are
unworthy to breathe the Air!

I.ct us confider how infinitely we ftand in need
of this heavenly Gitt.  How indigent, hclplefs, and
wretched our mortal Nature is without it ! What
good Thing are we able to do? Or what evil Thing

are

-

~

~

[4

~



-of the Lord’s Supper. 39

T hble¢b‘MPUﬁ(—Bchold the
holieft Mandliving, and you behold a Creaturc that,
of bj 'felﬂ"._i_s nothing but Sin and Mifery, Weak-
nels and Undeannefs ; whao, if k2 is better than the
moft abaadoned Viilain on Earth, is bcholden en-
tirely to the blefled Adiftance of Divine Grace.
715 the vouchfafing of s gracious Aid that maketh
Him to adler; and if tus heavenly Succour was
vithdrawn, he would run inio all Eacels of Riot.
If then our LORD JESUS CHRIST fhould
afk of cur Souls when we kneel at his Altar, as he
once aiked of the blind Man, JE%at wonlde/t thon
that £ fhsidd do unts thee ¥ ¢ we :\y reverently an-
fwer ¢ Loid, that we wmay receive thy Spivit ! This
“is the Price of thy Mm“., the Promife of thy
« Mouth, O lct it be the Portion of thy unworthy
© Servagts T Defeend, etarnal Saviour,  with thy
« fanchiying Grace, into our Souls, cven as thefe
« Klements go down into our Dodics. ¢ thon
¢ anited to cur fpiritusly, even as this Bread and
« JQine arc going Lo be lm‘m'por.ltcd with our car-
¢ nal Man! Be thou a Principle of divine Life to
¢« our bewter Party cven as this pzrifhable Meat is
« the Recruit of our animal Liic! Without thy
“ Humination we know not, neither can learn, the
« ‘T'hings that Lelong unto our everlalling Peace.
« We dhali bave byes ard fee noty unlefs thou doft
« open themy Ears and hear not, unplets thou doft
“« guftop them ; Licatts and updeifland noty unlefs
« thou doit enlighten them.  Come then, LORD
JESUS, camne, we pray thee, and give Strength

-
-
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fhall have no Power to perform, what thh

us to be our Duty. Could the Paralytlc, thi
was unable to turn himfelf upon his Bed, could
he overturn the Mountains by the Roots ? No
more can we, waile unaflifted by thy heavenly
Grace, keep thy righteous Laws.  Therefore
wih this Cup of Swivation, let us drink in Healtl.
and fpiritual Strength, that may repair our Weak-
nefles, render our Souls ftedfaft in Faith, joyful
through Hope, and vigorous for our Chriftian
Waifare, even as Giants refrefhed with Wine !
Our Souls long fore for thy Blefing, faying, O
when wilt thou comfort us ! O that this Day, in
this Ordinance, Salvation may come to our Houfe!
We are athirft for thyfclf, blefled Redeemer, and
for thy Graces; and here we come to fee of the
"Travail of our Souls, and be fatisfied. We hunger
after thy Righteoufnefs, and approach thy Table,
that we may be filled! O fend us not away empty,
left we faint by the Way ! Fecd us with the Bread
of Life, that in the Strength of this Food we
may walk all the Days of our appointed Time,
until our Change come ; that, invigorated by its
Virtue, we may be ftrong to labour in the Lord ;
ftrong to withftand our fpiritual Enemies ; .and
ftrong to travel onwards in the Paths of Duty,
till we appear before GOD in the heavenly
Zion !”

To fum up all that has been faid :
' Let
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et us r”member that GOD, All-wife and All-

powerful appointed the Sacrament, and, therefore,
le .aprgoach it with godly Fear; with Defires

i Expellations enlargeld, not according to our
thtlenelq, but according to GOD’s cxcellent
Greatnefs. . Let us bear in our Minds an humble
Senfe of our own Weaknefs and Danger by Sin;
and a grateful Senfe of the Saviour’s aftonithing
\{i?ve in fuffering the Extremitics of Poverty,
Wretchednefs, and Pain, to open for us the Gates
of Eternal Glory;—as well as of his exceedmg
Tendernefs and compaflionate Condefcenfion, in
giving us fuch flrengthening, comfortable, and re-
frething Means of Grace in our Jouiney thither.
Let our Hearts be devoted more to the Love of this
divine Saviour, and let our Lives be devoted more
to his Praife, ’till we are completely ripe for his
everlafting Kingdom in Heaven, where we fhall fee
his Glory, not darkly by Symbols, but in all the
Fullnefs of the Godhead bodily.

S E R-






SERMON IIL

.On the Deathof a Younc Lapy ™.
' in APriL, 1742.

ProverBs xiv. 32.

The Righteous hath Fpe in bis Death,

’

’I‘ HE infpired Author of this inftructive Book,

ufes a Variety of Arguments to engage us
in a Courfc of Religion and Virtue. Many Ad-
vantages he enumerates that attend the confcien-
tious Obfervance of religious Wifdoin ;—it {weetens
Life, dnd fmooths our Paffage through this mortal
State 5 for her IVays are Ways of Pleafantnefs, and
all hev Paths are Prace 4. It contributes to the
Eftablithment of our Health 5 and, gencrally fpeak-
ing, to the lengthening of our Days ;—it will pro-
curc us the Eftcem of good Men, and the Appro-
bation of the blefled GO D.—In thort, it is infi-
nitcly more precious than Rubics; and all the

* Mifs Jane Burnard, of Bidcford, Devon.

+ Proveibs iii. 17.

Things
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Things thou canft defire are not to be compared
unto it. Happy, therefore, unfpeakably happy, is
the Man that findeth this practical Wifdom, a e
Mian that getteth this Soul-renewing Underffanding.
But lcft it fhould be objcted, that Religion, with
all its Privileges, is no Sccurity from Death ; that
it difcharges none, no, not cven its moft faithful
Adherents, from this Warfare ; that wife and reli-
gious Men alfo die, as well as the Ignorant and/
Foolith ;—¢ True,” fays the Holy Spirit of In-
fpiration, < the godly dic, in common with the un-
¢ godly ; in this Refpect one Lot happeneth to them
¢ both.  They both make their Bed alike in the
¢ Grave. But there is this moft material Diffe-
¢ rence between the Circumftances and Expeta-
¢« tions wherewith they refpeilively quit the world :
« The Wicked, at that clofing Scene, is driven
¢« away from all his Comforts, When he parts
« with his Breath, he parts with all his prefent Sa-
« tisfaltions and future Hopes ; his Entrance upon
« Eternity is a final Period to all his tranfient De-
¢« lights, and a fad Beginning of endlefs Sorrows.
€ But the Righteous hath Hope, joyous and p2viving
¢« Hope, in his Death ;—he departs under the de-
¢ lightful Views of a blifsful Immortality ; he ex-
¢« peéls not to be injurcd, but bettered by his Dif-
¢ {olution; he refigns whatcver is mortal, with a
<« full Affurance of fuffering in no valuable Interett,
¢« but of being a great and cverlafting Gainer by
<« the Surrender.  The Righteous bath Hope in Lis
&« Death.”
From the Text thus opened arifc two very im-

portant Points of Enquiry,
I. Who
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I. Who we may underftand by the Righteous.

II. What kind of Hope fuch an one hath in his
Death. Which being ftated and illuf-
trated, I fhall

III. Make a particular Application fuitable to
the prefent mournful Solemnity.

T the rather chofe to fpeak upon thefe Words, be-
caufe}they feem, in a peculiar Manner, adapted to
“the valuable deceafed ; infomuch that I know not
how.to form a more affe@lionate Wifh, than that
they may be as laftingly ufcful to every Iearer, as
they are perfeltly applicable to her Character and
State.

I. Weare to enquire, ¢ who we arc to under-
ftand by the Righteous.”

By the Righteous arc meant, not thofe who are
merely juft in their Dealing ; who content them-
felves with being honeft in their Bufinefs, and in-
offenfive in their outward Converfation, but fuch as
are intercfted in a Redeemer’s Rightcoufnefs by
Faith ; fuch as have thcir Hearts fan&ified by
Grace, "and, in conf{zquencc of this Renovation, are
both difpofed, and enabled to cxercife all the Graces,
and all the Duties of Righteoufuefs and truc Ho-
linefs. ‘This Defcription might fuffice; but be-
caufe we are prone to deceive ourfelves in this i'ar-
ticular, to imagine ourfclves puflefled of the Power,
when we have only the Form of Godlinefs, permit
me to be more diftinét in explaining the Nature of
true Righteoufnefs.—T'he truc feriptural Righteory-
nefs is firft, a divine and internal Rightcoufnefs.

5 ‘ Secondly,
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Secondly, A perfevering and increafing Righteouf-
nefs. Thirdly, A humble and felf-renouncing
Righteoufnefs.

Firft, The true feriptural Righteoufnefs is a ¥
vine and internal Righteoufhefs. It flows from a
divine Prineiple wrought in the Heart, by the Holy
Spirit of GOD; and is nothing lefs than the di-
vine Image, re-inftamped upou the Soul ; not pro-
duced by any Fear of Man, any Dread of Shame,
any Defire of Applaufe ; it owes its Being to the’
Grace, the Fice-grace of JESUS CHRIST,
operating on the Mind, and fandlifying the inner
Man; this makes the Root good, the ‘I'ree good,
and then the Fruits arc goud of courfe 5—this purges
the Spring, cleanfes the Fountain, and then the
Streams are neceflarily pure. By this Means the
Soul loves Righteoutnefs ; it breathes its native Air,
and is in its proper Element ; all Inftances of Righ-
teoufnefs are relifiing and fatisfattory ; if it falls
fhort in any Point, it grieves and is afflicted, as at
the Lofs of fomc recal Pleafure, fome fubftantial
Good; the very Nature of fuch a one is rencwed,
fo that the Refhaints and Obligations of the Gofpel
are no morc irkfome but agrecable ; they fall in
with the Current of a rcformed Inclination. 1 de-
light, fays the Apoftle, iz the Law of GOD *,
Duty is delightful, and Obedience (which is more
acceptable to the righteous G OD), than all Whole
Burnt-Offerings) is more pleafing to the righteous
Perfon than all their Aorrow and Fatnefs. ——-Hc adls,
not from mean and fordid Views; ncver docs any

®* Rom. vii. 22,

laudable
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Jauduble Ad&ion to be feen of Men or praifed by
Mortals, but is as jealous over the inmoft Motions
of his Heart, as he is careful of his moft open and
expefed Pradtice. In the clofeft Retirement, where
no LEye beholds him, he is the fame watchful, con-
fcientious, circumfpeét Chriftian, as in the moft
confpicuous Scenes of public Life; yca, was he
confined to a Decfert, or to fpend all his Days re-
mote from hwnan Oblervation, he would be infi-
t-itely folicitous to depart from all Iniquity, and ex-
tremgly fearful of every Appearance of Evil.

Secondly, 'The true fcriptural Rightcoufnefs is a
perfevering and increafing Righteoufnefs.

Hypocrites often begin in the Spirit, and end ia
the Flefb 5 they fet out brifkly ; run well fora Tlime;
but their Zeal foon cools, their Refolutions quickly
languifh, and they are tired of the Race bufore they
have reached the (Goal ;j—whecreas the true Servant
of GOD, the found Believer in JESUS CHRIST,
is indcfatigable and unwearied in his holy Walk,
without any Change, unlefs it be that of a conti-
nual Advancement. His Progrefs is like the Morn-
ing Sun, whofe Luftre grows ftronger, and more
ciffufive,’ and fhineth more and more to the perfect
Day; not like the Morning Dew which glitters upon
the Grafs for a little Moment, but is foon dried up
and difappears. The truly righteous Man is never
weary of well-doing, but the more Holinefs he can
attain to in his own Perfon, the more ferviceable
he can be to others, the more exemplary in his
Generation, and the more ornamental to the Gof-
pel of his Saviour, the more he rejoices.—Not con-
tented with low Attainments, his Soul is enlarged,

and
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and longs to be filled with 2ll the Fullnefs of GOD.
—Hec never afks “how much Piety will barely
« ferve to fit him for the Kingdom of Heaven?
« How much he may Negle&, and yct besfofe
« from the Wrath to come ?’—No3 he looks upon
Holinefs as the choice Part of the Salvation pugchafed
by JESUS CHRIST; he verily belicves it to
be a main Ingredient of the future Felicity, and,
thercfere, is prefiing forwards, ftill prefling forwards,”
to greater Attainments,—convinced he can ne\é
bear too perfeét a Refenblance of his heavenly Fa-
ther.  With a noble Generofity he forgets the
Things that arc bebind, and with a no lefs noble
Kind of Covetoufnefs, he reaches out inccflantly
unto the Things that axc b¢fore; and the ncarer he
comes to Eternity, the moregrdent are his Long-
ings after complete Sanllity ;5 his Delires move
quicker, the nearer they arrive to their Centre.  His
fpiritual Appetites widon as they flow, and was he
to live a thoufand Ycars, twice told, he would have
fome ncw, fome more cxaited Degrees of Faith,
and Love, and Purity, to afpirc after.  Such a One
cannoet be imagined to be partial in his holy Per-
fermances 5 he will not praéhfe fome gaintul or ho-
norable Dutics, and omit others that may be difcre-
diting with a wicked World, or a little contrary to
his temporal Intereft: Noj; he is uniformly reli-
gious, and labours to ftand perfeét and compléte in
all the Willof GOD : Every frcth Virtue will
not only be a Jewel in his future Crown, but be
alfo a frefh Acceffion to his prefent Satisfaction and
Joy.
Thirdly,
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Thirdly, The true fcriptural Righteoufnefs is an
humble, felf-renouncing Righteoufhefs.

The fincerely righteous Man is felf-abafed, not
felf-opinionated ; he never forgets the Corruption
of his Nature ; ftill keeps an attentive Eye upon the
Rock from whence be was hewn, and the Hole of the
Pit from whence be was digged *.

Far from the oftentatious Spirit of the Pharifee,
s.e never defpifes others, though of fcemingly lefs
Attaipments ; nothing s afcribed to his own Strength
or fuperior Worth ; he acknowledges himfelf a
Debtor to GOD ALMIGHT Y’ free Good-
nefs ; he writes at the Foot of all his Endowments,
« [Vhat haf} thou, that thou haft not received £
If he is better than the Men of Sodwn, or the Inha-
bitants of Gomorrab, ’tis Divine Grace alonc that
hath made bim to differ. His Nature was as un-
clean as the Adulterer’s, as barbarous as the Mur-
derer’s; GOD has all the Glory of his moral Ex-
cellencies, while he hath all the Comfort. Neither
docs he reft his Hope of Salvation on any Deeds of
his own; he fees the Deficiency of them, knows
them to Le very imperfect, and dares not appear
before the bright and burning Eye of GOD with
Juch Hay, and Straw, and Stubble. When he thinks
of being juftified, he overlooks his own Obedience,
and attends to the Obedience of JESUS CHRIST.
He difclaims whatever himfclf has done; owns it
to be fpotted and polluted ; places no Dependence
on it; but relies entirely on the meritorious and

perfect Righteoufnefs of his Divine Redecmer :

® Ifa. i 1.
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this he trufts to be interefted in by a lively Faith 5
and in this he makes his Boaft ;—this is his Por-
tion and Inheritance, his Joy and Crown of re-
joicing. Poor in himfelf, he is'richin CHRIST;
ruined in himfelf, he is recovered in CHRIST ;
nothing in himfelf, in CHRIST he is al/;—all
that he can want or wifh to make him moft blefled
eternally. This is that Righteoufnefs which ev-
ceeds the Righteoufnefs of the Scribes and Ptari-
fees ;—which is the only Dignity and Happinefs of
our fallen Nature,—which alone can prove us liv-
ing Members of the blefled JESUS, and prepare
us for thofe pure and fublime Delights which the
Savior has merited by his Blood, and beftows on
his Saints, even a Divine and Internal Righteouf-
nefs ;—a Perfevering and Increafing Righteoufnefs;
—an Humble and Self-renouncing Righteoufnefs.

Here let us paufe awhile, and fearch our Hearts ;—
Yet us take this Evangelical Rule, and try our Ways.
Why fhould we deceive ourfelves >—Withaut this
Hilinefs no Man fpall fee the LORD*. 1In vain
do we pray ;—in vain attend the Ordinances of the
Church ;—all thefe Performances will ‘profit us no-
thing, unlefs they amend our Lives, and conform
us to this Pattern. All the Means of Grace are
infignificant ;—all our Afls of outward Worfhip
an empty Ceremony, if they do not convey and
transfufe into us this excellent Spirit. O Righteous
JESUS, renew us after thy Likencfs! O Sun of
Righteoufnefs, arife in our inner Parts, and fit us for'
thofe Heavens wherein dwelleth Righteoufhefs ! Fit

hd Heb. xii' 140
us
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us to join with thofe Spirits and Souls of the Righ-
teous who reft from their Labors, and enter into
the Joy of their LORD'!

Having fettled the Naturc of the Scriptural
Righteoufnefs, let us now proceed to enquire

"II. What Kind of Hope fuch Perfons have in
¢heir Death.

(1s) They have Hope with Regard to their
Bodies.

(2.) They have Hope with Regard to their Souls,

(3.) They have Hope with Regard to their
Offspring.

Firfl, The Righteous hath Hope with Regard to
his Botly.—It is, indeed, committed to the Duft,
and muft foon be blended with it;—but GOD
hath given Commandment concerning the Bones
of His Eleét. Though confumed, they are not
loft. The Belly of the Earth and the Bofom of
the Ocean are accouritable for their Charge. There
is a Day doming when thefe Repoﬁtones muft re-
fign their Truft, and give up the precidus Relics.
Ere long, a fovereign Voice fhall be heard from
Heaven ; it fhall proclaim aloud to the Nations
under *Ground, Awake, and fing, ye that dwell in
Duf *. Then fhall the Righteous receive their
Bodies again, and with infinite Advantage. Inthe
mean Time the Grave will be a Place of undifs
turbed Repofe ;—no Difeafes follow them to thofe
peaceful Chambers ;=—the Head aches no more ;e

® Ifa. xxvii, 19.
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the Eye languithes no more ;—the Flefh is no
longer racked by acute, or worn away by wafh;ng
Diftempers, but fleeps fweet in gentle Slumbers.
There all Calamitics ceafe from troubling ; there the
$eary be at Reft *.

Death, to the Godly, is a final Releafe from Pain,
and an everlafting Diicharge from Sorrows. -Nor
is the Grave a Place of Repofe only, ‘but of Refine-
ment alfo, to the Remains of the Rightcous. , As
Gold comes forth from the Furnace purified and
brightened, fo will they arife from their dufty Man-
fions improved and ennobled. Whatever is mor-
tal; whatever is difordered ; whatever is weak and
corruptible, they will leave bchind them in thofe
filent Abodes ;—there they fhall fhake off the
Grave-cloaths of Mortality, and drop the Shackles
of Corruption; and fpring from their Confinement
incorruptible and immortal ! They lie down in
Dithonor and Deformity, but will arife in reful-
gent Beauty;—they lic down in pitiable Weaknefs,
but will arife a&tive and vigorous as the Light, to
fhine for ever and ever, without any Eclipfe, in the
Kingdom of their Father.—What meun ye then to
weep and to break your Hearts when following the
breathlefs Corpfes of your defirable Relations?—Ta
behold them carried out pale and lifelefs to their
long Home, is, indced, to us a doleful Epeugle,
but to them an advantageous Change! They go to
the Grave as ripe Corn into the Garner, or as the
diftreft Mariner into a quiet Harbour. They re-<
tire to the ‘T'omb as the Bride to her Withdrawing-

¢ Job iii. 17,
Room,
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Room, only to put on their beautiful Apparcl, and
rcturn with tenfold Luftre. O the Happinefs, the
unfpeakable Happinefls of the Juft!—All Things
confpire to promote their Felicity, and work to-
gether for their good *. Decath, even Death, to
them is Gain, and the Grave a Havcn of Tran-
quillity,. CHRIST JESUS, in whom they be-
lieve, converts that gloomy Pailage mnto a fhort
Avenue to their delightful and everlafting Home !

Secortdly, The Righteous hath Hope with Regard
to his Soul.

Invifible Guards wait around the dying Beds of
the Righteous, and receive the Scul 11 the Inftant
of Diflolution : So that it is not left to wander up
and down, an Outcaft from GOD, or an Exile
from Heaven ; much lefs js it given up an helplefs
Prey to revengeful and tormenting Spirits ;—on the
contrary, it is put under the Protcttion of kind
and compaflionate Angels. Thefe minittring Spi-
rits attended the Faithful in their carthly Pilgri-
mage ; they often upheld their falling Feet, and
watched ovgr them for good 5 they rejaced at thcir
Converfion, and fcrecned them from many Dangers
while they abode in Tubernucles of Clay; and now
they are releafed from the Burden of the Flefh, will
gladly be their Convoy to the celeftial Paradife.—
Under this aufpicious Guidance, how fwectly may
they wing their Way into the Regions of Blifs !
into the immediate Prefence of a gracious GOD'!
‘There, perhaps, wrapt in holy Extacy, they lic

* Rom. ix. 28.
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proftrate before the eternal Throne, adoring the
Incomprehenfible Trinity, while we are bewailing
their Departure from the Valley of Tears, and cry-
ing, Alas, my Brother ! or alas, my Sifier ] There,
perhaps, eniifted among the noble Army of Mar-
tyrs, are adopted into the goodly Fellowfhip of the
Prophets ;—they follow the exalted Lamb wherefo-
ever He goeth, while we are attending their mortal
Relics, and with ftreaming Eyes configning them
over to Silence and Corruptiod" T here, dilincum-
bered from every Clog, they love the LORD ticir
GOD with all their Hearts, and with all their
Strength ; they praife Him with a never-drooping
Vigour and overflowing Gratitude ; they are diving
into the myfterious Secrcts of Providence; they
are making new Dicoveries of the inconceivable
Perfetions of the Godhexd, and, to their unfpeak-
able Happinefs, are trensfurmed more and more
into the D.vinc Image.—Ren:en bering thic, let us
moderate our Sorrows, and weep as though we
wept not ; Izt us mingle Jey with our Grief, and
blend the bright Beams of Hope with the dark
Shades of Nourning ;— for the Souls of the Righteous
are in the Hands of the LORD, and there flail no
Torment tovch them * . —They are far from us, it is
true, but farther from Milery ;—gone far, indeed,
from their once-loved Habitation, but removed far-
ther from the Temptaton of a wicked World.
They have left our Company below, but are ad-
miteed into infinitely better Company above ; even
ints the general Affembly of the Firfl-born, and the

* Wifd, iii. 1,
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innumerable Society of juft Men made perfel? * je—
they are taken away from the Evil to come ;—they
enter into the Heavenly Zion with complete and ever-
lafling Foy upon their Heads 1.

Thirdly, The Righteous hath Hope in his Death
with regard to his furviving Offspring.

The Fuft, with the Scripture, walketh in bis In-
tegrity 5 bis Children are blefféd after himt.—GOD
from Mount Sif homifcth to thew Mercy unto
Thoufunds of them that love Him§ ; and exatly con-
formable to this Divine Declaration we find the
Divine Difpenfation. He was gracious a long,
long Time, to rebellious and backfliding Ifrael, in
Confideration of faithful Abraham.—He was mer-
ciful to David’s Succeflors, though degenerate and
unworthy, for the Virtues of their great Predecef-
for.—Bgcaufe #hab was very zealous for the LORD
of Hofts, therefore GOD fhewed Kindnefs to his
Pofterity, and continued them in the Poffeffion of
the Kingdom to the fourth Generation.—See hence
what a Happinefs it is to be fprung from pious Pro-
genitors ! See, Parents, whata Treafure you may
lay up in Store for your rifing Offspring | not, in-
deed, through any Merit in your own Holinefs ;
not from any fuch Thing as Works of Superersga-
tion 5 but through the free and overflowing Indul-
genceof Heaven you may entail upon your Progeny
the Favour of GOD : You may tranfmit to them
that Loving-kindnefs of the Almighty, which is

* Heb. xii. 23, + Ifa. xxxv. 30. § Prov. xx. 7,
§ Exod, xx. 6.

D 4 not



56 Oun the Death of a Young Lady.

ot only preferable to the moft ample Heritage, but
is better than Life itfelf.—Lefidcs, how often have
devout Parents wreftied with a bountful GOD for
a Bleifing upon their tender Babes! How often have
they furrendcred them to their Heavenly Father,
and often impiored Him never to leave nor forfake
them !—And are thcfe L.terceffions, think you, va-
niflied into empty Air? Are thefe ftrong Crics be-
come as founding Brafs, or as gnkling Cymbals ?—
No; they have pierced the Cloulls, and will not
return till a Blefhing bz fent.—They have entered
the itars of the LORD of Sgbasth ;—they aie re-
giftered abuve, and had in Remembrance before
the LORD ;—they are ftill upon the File in the
Accounts of Heaven, and may defcend in many a
choice Mercy upon thcir Childrens’ Children.—So
that there is Hope, cheering and abundant Hope, for
the Defcendents of the Righteous. They, of all cthers,
ftand faireft for favorable and gracious Difpenfa-
tions : Only let them walk worthy of their excel-
lent Anceftors; let them receive the Virtues, and
walk in the obccient Faith of thrir plous Progeni-
tors, and doubtlcls they will be moft dnihngmfh-
ingly beloved for their Father’s Suke.

Oh! what incffable Satisfaclion muft this yield
the devout Parents in a dying Hour, wnen Death
ravithes from the dcar Innccents tne Father that
beg..t them, and the Mother that bare them I « I
« Jeave them,” fays the expiring Parent, it is
« true, but GOD has bound Himfclf by a moft
« invioleble Promife to tuke Care of them; ex-
<« poled they are on the Waves of a perilous and
% naughty World, but PROVIDENCE, Eter-

(13 nal
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« nal and Almighty PROVIDENCE, has,un-
¢« dertook to pilot and preferve them : Therefore,
« with comfortable Expecltations, I bid them my
¢ laft Adieu; pleading the faithfil and true Pro-
“ mife, and faying, as thc expiring Patriarch, I
« die, my dear Children, but GOD will be with
« you; whenI am gathered to my Fathers, and
« numbered with the Congregation of the Dead,
“« you, my dear, little Ones, {hall ive beneath the
¢ Defence of the Moft High, and abide under the
« Snadow of the Almighty !”’

Thus have we fhewn what Kind of Hope the
Righteous hath in hic< Death, viz.

Hope for his diffolving Body.

Hope for his departing Soul.

Hope for his furviving Offspring.

A fure and certain Hope, founded upon Free Grace,
and the Promufes of HI'M wno cannot lie; pur-
chafed by the Merits of CHRIST, who is the
beloved Son; fealed by the Witnets of the fan&ify-
ing SPIRIT on his Heart, and attefted by the
Evidenge of undiflembled Holincfs in his Life.
Here let me entreat you to meditate a littie on the
matchlefs and ineftimable Precioufnefs of the Chrif-
tian Religion.  What a Source of the richeft Blefl-
ings! What a Fund of the nobleft Satisfactions has
GOD ALMIGHTY opened in eftablithing it!
Let all our Bones cry out, “ Q! the incomparable
“ Work of this Divine Revelation!”—Let all that
is within us praife and magnify the GOD OF
HOSTS for JESUS CHRIST, and His Ever-
lafting Gofpel !

The
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‘The Heathens had a dark and difmal Profpec
when .they looked forwards into Futurity. The
Fews had but a very dim and obfcure Glimmering
of gcod Things to come. But the Chrifffan has a
Life of Glory and an Imniortality brought to Light
by the Gofpel; it fully affurcs him of the Returs
rechon of his Body, and its Reftoraticn, with isfi-
nite Advantage, to an endlefs State of blifsful Being.
1t inipires the diflodging Soul with the moft delight-
fui rlopes, marks out a Wuy for the Paflage into
the Realms of Light, and leaves the everlafting
Doors, opened by Redeeming Blood, for its final
Reception.—It farther makes Provilion for the fur-
viving Relatives of its faithful Profefiors, It leaves
them and their Concerns in the beft, and ablefl, and
kindeft Hands. 1t engages an all-fufficient Provi-
dence to be their Truftee; His uncrring Wifdom
to be their Guide; and His uncontrolable Power to
be their Guard, Sure then it is our higheft Inte-
reft to be under the Influence of this excellent Re-
ligion. Reccive it, O my Soul, into all thy inmoft
Powers ! Let it fathion thy Temper, and order thy
Converfation.  Cheerfully refign thyfelf to all its
'Obligations, and humbly expect thy Share in its
precious Privileges | Value it as the Puarl of great
Price! Cultivate it as the Seed of prefunt Comfort
and future Joy; as the only Thing that can yield
true Tranquillity now, and bring thee folid Peace
at the laft !

Let me now conclude with a Word of particular
Application f{uitable to this mournful Solemnity !
1. To

=
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. To the Wicked. 2. To young Perfons. 3.
To the Mourners.

1. To the icked—You have heard the fweet
Hope that attends the Righteous when they go
hence, and be no more feen! What cheering
Beams gild even that darkeft Scene of expiring
Lifc, yea, gladden the very Horrors of the Shadow#
of Death! You, perhaps, may boldly promife
yourfelves the fame Confolation. Many, even of
the moft ungodly, flatter themfelves with Mercy at
thefaft.  They lull themfelves afleep in carnal Se-
curity, and moft unwarrantably prefume upon the
Gracioufnefs of GOD !—But remember that the
Hope of the Hypocrite fhall periyp *. This is the
Hope that will certainly make athamed, and termi=
nate in eternal Difappointment. GOD has de-
clared in the Words preceding my Text, that the
Wicked fbail be driven away in his Wickednefs 5 i. e.
he fhail be driven away from all that is delightful
and pleaung below. The Srzares of Death fhall
compafs him round about, and the Pains of Hell get
hold upon him. Pangs and Agonies fhall arreft
him, and difpotlefs him from his earthly Tabernacle.
Let him cling ever fo clofe to his carnal Satisfac-
tions, thefc Meflengers of Mortality will rend him
from their Embrace. And fhall he find Reit when
he quits the Body ?~—~No; that laft Refuge of the
Miferable fhall be no Releafe to the Ungodly :—
He may lay down all his. Comforts, but cannot lofe
his Sorrotws, when he defcends into the Pit to feg
Deftruction.—For when the Soul is efcaped from

¢ Job xviii. 13.
the
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the fierce Conflicts of diffolving Nature, it muft be
hurricd away to a more dreadful Mifery ; like the
‘Wretch, mentioned by the Prophet, who fled from
2 1.on, and a Bear met him ;—it will be driven
from the Tribunal of a righteous GOD, and dif-
miffed to its own Place, to be referved in Chains
of Darknefs unto the Judgment of the great Day.
Even the Rofurrection will be no Deliverance to
fuch miferable Creatures, but like opening the
Prifon Doors, and removing the MalefaCor from
the Dungeon to the INluce of Execution.—Whut-
ever, therefore, the Expeétations of the Wicked
are, the Event will be irretrievable Ruin. You
will find the Door of Mercy fhut. You will
hear thofe moft terrible Words, of moft juft Ven-
geance, Dcpart from me, ye that work Iniquity.
You will be driven from CHRIS T’s blifsful Pre-
ferice ;—driven from the Manfions of Glory ;—
driven from the Society of Saints, never to behold
them, or their Joy, but at an unapproachable Dif-
tance. And who can conceive the Extremity of
this Wretchednefs >—Oh that every carelefs Per-
fon in this Affembly would bethink himfélf |—That
he would retire to his Clofet, aud commune with
his own Heart, and pioufly confider what it is to
lie panting for Litc, groaning with Anguifh, and
bathed in Swcat on the dying Bed ;—and all this
without 2ny well-grounded Hope in the liviig
G OD, without any Glimpfe of Happinefs in the
opening Eternity ! Prefs home this Confideration
on your Hearts ; let it bring you to your bended
Knees ; befeech the Father of Mercies to turn you
from your evil Ways, that Iniquity may not be
your future Terror and endlefs Deftrution. Cry

mightily
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mightily to Heaven ! Give the GOD of all Good-
nefs no Reft, till He make you a clean Heart, and
renew a right Spirit within you!

A true Reformation, and a confcientious, pray-
ing, watchful Courfe fhall be a Token to you for
good ; and a comfortable Pledge that your Fl/B
Jball reft in Hope ¥ —But if you perfift in Ungod-
linefs ; if you reftrain Prayer from before the Al-
mighty, and abufe the Means of Grace ;—if fuch
be your Refolutions, I muft leave you with this
Lamentation, “ O wretched Men that ye are ; good
¢ had it been for you, if you had never been born 1™

(2.) To young Perfons.

If ever I may hope for your teachable attention,
fure it muft be on this affe®ing Occafion: this
alarming Blow has a Voice—a Voice addieflcd
to All, but to yox in particular; you have lately
paid your laft Refpects to the Remains of a meft
excellent Companion.  You have feen blooming
Youth laid in the Duft; and even eminent Picty
incapable of exempting from Death. You have
feen the Frailty of your Conditicn infcribed on the
Coffin, and writ in the Athes, of the Young and
Sprightly ;—and if this does not awaken you to
Serioufnefs ; if this awful Providence docs nov be-
get in you pious Breathings and godly Reiol utions,
you have Reafon to be apprcheniive of ur: hardened
Confcience. '

O come hither, ye Gay and Young, ccuinc to the
Brink of this Grave, and lcarn to be wif: unto

® Pfal. xvi. g.
. ? Salvation!
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Balvation !—Let the Irreligious and Profligate look
down into this Tomb, and tremble, and fear, if
G OD fpared not fo amiable and fincere a Chrif-
tian, how fhal" He fpare you ’—If One who was a
Pattern to her Equals, and a Blefiing to the Neigh-
bourhood, is taken away, how can thofe expeét to
remain long who corrupt others, and are the Pefts
of Society ?—Secing fo flourithing and fruitful 2
Plant is cut down, beware, ye that are Cumberers
of the Ground, beware left He take you and pluck
you out of the Land of the Living !

Let the Sericus and 77:ll-difpofed be quickened and
animated by this Call! Lct them be more folicitous
to trim their Lumps, and prepare for their Change!
Adopt her Virtues, fince you are deprived of her
Perfon, and more clofcly follow her as the followed
CHRIST !—Religion can but badly fpare fuch
ufeful and promifing young Perfons ;—O that others
may come in and fupply her Place! May her Re-
moval hence be a Mcans of fpeeding our Progrefs
to the heavenly World ! Muy her expiring Breath
breathe Vigour inio all our prous Endeavours ! and
fecing her cold and motionlefs, let us Icarn to work
while our Day lafts, and give all Ditigence 1o make
our Culling and Eieclion fure*!—Thus may the
Irrelizious ftand in Awe, and fin not! May the
Serious gird up their Loins, and be quickeﬁbd!
And may all be engaged to tread in her Steps!
GOD gave her His carly Grace. The Firft-
fruits of her Yecars were devoted to Picty; fhe
ferved the LORD from her youth. O that every

® 2 Pet. i. 10.

young
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young Hearer would go and do likewife ! This would
render CHRIST?s Yoke eafj, and his Burden
light. By this Mecans Holinefs would be more
'eaﬁly attainablc.at firft ; and at length be perfectiy.
pleafant.  And Oh what bitter Remorfe and hcare-
provoking Anguifh would fuch a tincly Circum-
fpection prevent! How rich might you grow in
Grace, and how eminent in holy Knowledog, by
waiting at Wifdom’s Gates from your carly Yeurs ¥
~—Then ftand not all the Prime of your Doy idie;
fquander not away the Sprinyr of your Age in Cid-
dmels and Vanity ; but, with vour late exeript Ty
Companion, it at CHRISTs Feety, and lezin
heavenly Underftanding from 4475 Word. Devee
yourfelves irmediately to /is Scrvice, who, in the
Vigour of His Strenth, endured the Crofs and gz
Jhifed she Shame for you and your eternal Happinefs.
You muft never pretend that true Religion is an
impracticable Thing, or that vial Holinefs is an
uncomfortabi~ State.  In b you faw Chriftianity
exercifed, and Cheetfulndhs enjoyed.—How confein
entioufly were /s Labbaths fanitified, and how ig-
duftrioufly imp:oved '—How afliduous in her prie
vate Exercifes, and conflant at our public Wor-
fhip !——How warm and fervent in her Levotions
on thefe Occafions !-~Efpecially at GOD’s Tzble,
what Expreflions of holy Ardour have I obferved
in her Deportment '—Var from the liftlefs Forman
Jity which clogs and benumbs the Prayers ¢f too
many ;—enkindied at the Repretentations ¢f a dying
Savior, the feemed all Life and Zeal, lize onc deeply
imprefled with the Riches of that Divine Love
which fhe commeirorated, and duly affecled with
5 ' the
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the invaluable Privileges of that Covenant which
fhe fealed.  And her Faithfulnefs in thefe Engage-
ments was evidenced by her exemplary Life ; by a
‘Tenderncfs of Confcience and Fearfulnefs of of-
fending ; by her love of godly Company, and edify-
ing Difcourfe ; by a continual Convi¢tion of her
own Unproﬁtablcmfs, and ardent Longings after
greater Probucncy ; in a Word, by that univerfal
and unblamcable Converfation whxch rendered her
an Ornament to the Gofpel of GOD her Savior,
and hath made her mect for the heavenly fuber.tance
of the Sanis in Light.

Thirdly, And what fhall I now fay to the mourn-
ful Relations ?

Oh'! that I had as much, and as comfortable to
fay on every fuch melancholy Occafion I—I am fen-
fible your Affliction is excceding fore. A dreadful
Breach has been made in your Family, and upon
your Joys. GOD has teken away the Defire of
your Eyes, and the Staft of your Age, with a Stroke.
—Yecu alted becomingly to watch and pray, and
demonflrate the moft tender Solicitude while Life
continued; but GOD, even the moft mighty
GOD, has now given an irreverfible Decifion to
the great Affair. If the tendereft Care on your
Part, or the moft united Interceflions of others,
could have obtained a longer Reprieve, your Daugh-
ter had not died :—but G OD, only Wife, had de-
tcrmined her Departure ; his fovereign and adorable
Will has taken Place, and what have you farther
to do, hut to bow the Head and humbly to fubmit ?.
What but to arfe and be comforted? And truly
you have abundant Rcafon for Confolation, for
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Ugﬁ,&l are the Dead that die in tie LORD *.—The
Day of Death is bettery to the prepared Chuiftian,
than the Day o [ Birth 4. When David wept fo
bitterly for 4V/«'siny he fu'row :d mott of »ll from
the Appr&.hun"

ms of bis endlefs Perdition ;—the
nhappy Youth dicl inan Al of Outrage and Difs
lovaity againit the bril of Vathers and beft of So-
verci -y ara this mage the wdefionate Parent’s
Gricd fo paionae and nconfolable.” But blefled
e divine Go dnefsy tiie Cf 1o quiie the Reverfe
with you, (G005 bind d?i’cin;_;l..uuu the amiable
dececfed wih nis davors avove her Fellows,  He

bad attache ! bear bodmes 1o Nis Sarvice, and has

L Yervize,
admitied es ot o s Kigeom, Sheavas ripe
for Glory, and fieath bas parin the Sickle and ga-
thered hoe O o GO Ble bad fuibed ber
Courfe, wnl siry fnccld ve repiay that the Is gone
to rloeive the S/ P—She Nl b e pond
bty ond sy dhould we oot that the is now
wenng ine Lo T—lupnow your Borrews are ag-
gravaced by, weer bnouluadiy called, the Uniimeli-
el of Ter Wate = You tras it hard that Death
hould beein e the wrong Ead of the R::,x, ,
and lm.ng is Susmoas to the Yomgetl, while the
Grey-heuded and Decrepud are pufl by, Ttwounds
you to v o fair a Flower withering, cven whie
it is oponiyz.  But remomber the Remark of the
wife Son of 8hachy 1t is extrémely dllicate and
jutt; let it be as heaiing Balm to afluzge the An-
guiflh of your Spnite. My it prove as poweriul
to relieve your aching Thoughits, as it is truly de-

* Rev.xiv. 13, + Ecclef. vil. 1.

1 fo: ip(‘i'.'e
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feriptive of the Perfon, and pertinent to the Cafg,

we lament; Homurable Age, fays he, is not that

ahich flandeth in Length of Time, nor that which is

meafured by Number of Years; but IVifdom is the '
Grey Hair unto Meny and an unfpotted Lifc is Old
Azeo She being made perfect in a fhort Time, ful-

lied a long Timey for hev Soul pleafed the LOR D,

therefore, hafled He to take her away from among the
Wicked ¥ .—L.ct fuch Confiderations moderate your

Sorrows ; and may the Father of everlafting Con-

folations fupport your Spirits | May He fanétify the

aflitive Difpenfation ! You have a frefh Motive to

be weaned from the World, and to fit your Affic-

tions on Things above. May the Affliction anfwer

this biefled End! Then fhall the LORD GOD

give you in His Ioufe, and within His Walls, a

Place and a Name better than of Sons and Daugh-

ters, He will give you an everlafting Name that

thall not be cut off!

* Wifd. iv. 8, 9, 13, 14

THE END.
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ADVERTISEMENT.

8 this is a poflbumous Picce, 1t may be neceffary to

obferve for the Satisfuclion of the Publick, that
My, Hervey was many Years ago folicited to print
this Sermon by feveral who beard it 5 but as He was a
Man of great Modefly, and had not then appearcd as
an Author, He could not at that Time be prevailed
orn by any Solicitations to comply with their Requefi.
— Howevery, at a particular Fricnd's Defire he
tranfcribed it from bis Short- Hand Copy, and gave it
to him.—Some Years afterwards this Friend defived
Myr. Hervey to revife it with a View of its being
publifped 3 which (in Conjunétion with a very eminent
Divine) He accordingly did y and then returned the
Copy ta his Friend 5 tclling him that as the Medita-
tions on the Tombs, &c. had been fo well received,
He had now no Objection againft publifhing it with
fome other Sermons 5 aud tiat Ide might one Day or ano-
ther require it of him again for that Purpofe.~—This
Sermon is printed from that very Copy ; and Mr. Her-
vey himfelf would probably bave added it to the Volume,
which contains bis four Sermonsy had He hsppened to
recolleét that it was in Poffelfn of a Friend, who
would willingly have relinguifbed it to its Authar for
Publication.

C



2 Cor. v. 18.

All things are of GOD, who bath reconciled
us to himfelf by YESUS CHRIST, and hath
given to us the Miniftry of Reconciliation.

HE Love of God, that fupremcly glorious

“and fupremely gracious Being, is of alt
other Tempers, the moft delightful and divine.
A facred Flower, which in its early Bud is Happi-
nefs, and in its full Bloom is Heaven.—To plant
this noble Principle in the Breaft, to cultivate its
Growth, and bring it to Maturity, is the grand
End of all Religion, and the genuine Fruit of
Faith unfeigned.—Angels arc happy, becaufe the -
Love of GOD, triumphs eternally, and without
a Rival, in their exalted AfteGions *. Truc Be-
licvers are happy, becaufe the Love of GOD in
a prevailirg Degree, is fhed abroad in their Hearts,
The Gofpel is a Difpenfation of Happinefs, be-
caufe it difcovers the fuper-abundant Loving-kind-
nefs of GO D to Man, and urges the moft engaging
Motives for our ardent Love to his Almighty
Majctty.

* To be good is to be happy :~~Angels are happier
.than Men, becaufe they arepl?etler. °

Guilt is the Source of Sorrow 3 *Tis the Fiend,

Th* avenging Fiend, who follows us behind

With Whips and Stings ; ‘The Bleft know none of This,
‘But relt in everlafling Peace of Mind. Rowe.
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The Gofpel reprelents the great G OD, not only
as beftowing upon his Creatures, all the Good they
enjoy ; but as effecting their Recoriciliation to his own
adorable Sclf.  Effc@ing this moft defirable of all
Bleflings, not barcly by vouchfafing a Pardon, but
a Pardon procured by the Death of his Son: and,
by this euriching Circumftance, infinitely en-
hanced; arrayed in all the Charms, that Heaven
itfelf could give.—T'o render the Purpofes of his
Love more eflectual and extenfive, he has inflituted
an Order of Men to publifh thefe glad Tidings;
and to invite, yea to befeech the World, to plnnkc
of the exceeding Riches of his Grace.—All which
the Apoftle has exprefled in my Text, with his
ufual Energy and Concifencls 5 < All Things are
<« of GOD, who hath reconciled us to himielf by
« FESUS CHRIST, and hath given to us the
¢ Miniitry of Reconciliation.”

From which Words, permit me with all that
Simplicity, which becomes a Mimfter of the hum-
ble JESUS,

I. To enlarge a little upon that glgrious and
amiable Reprefentation of the blefled GO D, dif-
coverable even by the Light of Nature, 4/ Things
are of Him.

Il. To remind you, how much more illufdrioufly
the delightful Attiibutes of the DEITY are difplaycd
in the Accomplifhment of our Redemption ; in that
He bath reconciled Us to Himfelf by FEESUS CHRIST.

1II. To obferve the benign Linport, and benefi-
cial Tendency of the Gofpel Miniftry, exprefled
in that remarkable Claufe, He bath given to Us tln
Miniftry of Recenciliation,

fn_‘/f;
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Firf?, Then let me enlarge a little upon that glo-
rious and amuable Reprefentation of the blefled GGD,
difcoverable even by the Light of Nature, A/ Things
are of Him.—Hcaven, and the Heaven of Heavens are
hi%, with all their Hofts. Thrones and Dominions,
Principalitics and Powers, all the happy Beings, that
fit at the Fountain-Head of Felicity, were produced
by his Power, and arc fupplicd with Bleflings from
his Hand, are filled with Joy from his Countenance,
—If we trace the various Emanations of Comiort
and Advantagze, that refiefh our lower World, we
fhall find Reafon to acknowledge with the Pfalmift,
<« All our freth Springs are in GOD.” The Day
is thine, fays the fame facred \Writer, and the Night
is thine ; Thou haft prepared the Light and the Sun.
T'he magnificent Luminaries in the Sky, are Lamps
of the LORD; hung up on high, to dipenfe the
chearing Gift of Light amidft all the Families of
Naturc.  The Interchanges of Night and Day,
with the Viciffitudes of revolving Seafons, are his
Minifters ; all fent on Errands of Kindnefs, and
bringing the moft valuable Urefents in their Hands.
The innuinerable Variety of living Creatures, and of
nutrimental Vegetables, are the Portion, not which
our own Induftry has procured, but which our
heavenly Father’s Bounty has fettled upon us.

Evc;y great Endowment, bettowed on the Chil-
drenotf Men; cvery noble Atchicvement, acconiplith-
cd by renowned Perfonages; thete derive their Origi-
nal from the uncreated Fountain of Peifechion and of
Power.—If Solomon 1s poflefied ot enlarged Wiflom,
and kingly Qualitics; he exprefsly acknowledges, [tis
from the LORD, fupcrintending human Affairs, that

A 3 fuch
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fuch Kings are advanced to reign; and by the LORD
enlightening their Minds, that fuch Princes decree
Juflice. If, at one Peiiod, Nebuchadnezzar purfues
his Conqueft with nirefiftible Impetuofity, it is to
fcourge the offending People of the LORI) ; andta-
nifh Idolatry from their Worfhip, as the driving Wind .
fwept the Chaff from their Floors. If, at another
Jun&ure, Cyrusis cqually victorious, and ¢ comes
¢ upon Princes as upon Mortar, and as the Potter
¢¢ treadeth Clay;™ it was the LORI) of Hofts that
raifed up this accomplifhed Commander from the
Eaft, and bid Lim execute his Defizns of reftoring
Love to his reformed Nation.—All thof: Arts
which meliorate, and Sciences which embellifh
Life, even thefe are from the LORID, ¢ who is
¢¢ wonderful in Counfcl, and excellent in Working.”
The Time would fuil n:e to enunicrate Particulars,
—Whatever is benceficial toCommunitic s, or comfor t-
able to Individuals; whatever fprings from the Rain
of [leaven, or 1s produced by fruitful Scafons; what-
cver adminifters to the Improvement, or chears the
Heart of Manj all, all acknowledge GOID for their
Author.  Hec is the Giver of every good tad perfect
Giuft. The whole Earth is filled with the Profufion
of his Beneficence. Aund where, where s tlic Crea-
ture, that has not tafted, that does not fubfift on, the
inexhauftible Stores of his Bounty P—And though
Afllidtion allo comces ficm the Fatha of our Spirits,
yet this is no Dcrogation from his tender Meraies,
fince [Te chuilens, not with an arbiuary Scverity, but
with a parental Picty ; Lie chaftens, only to amend ;
and there light, thefe tranfient “iibulations, arc
Tireparauves for an exceeding great and eternal
Waght of Gloy. And
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And is not fuch a Being worthy of our higheft
Admiration, and our devouteft Love ? Has He not,
by fuch ineffable Exceilencics, fuch unmeafurable
Benignity—Has he not an undoubted Claim, to the
Afections of our Hearts, the Praifes of our Tongues,
and the unintermitted Scrvices of our Lives ? He is
the Source of all our Good ; fhould He not alfo be
the Centre of all our Gratitude, and of our whole
Obedience !—But, our Obligations will rife im-
menfely higher, if we confider,

Secondly, How much more illuftrioufly the deiight-
ful Attributes of the DEIT'Y are difplayed in the Ac-
complifhment of our Redemption ; in that He bath re-
conciled Us to himfelf by FESUS CHRIST.—~—Man
was created upright, immaculate, and in the Image of
GOD. Heavenly Wifdom fhone bright in his Un-
deritanding, and truc Holinefs fat enthroned in his
Heart.—But how foon, how fatally, did He fall!
From what Height of Perfection, to what Depth of
Degeneracy! Since that deftruétive Tranfgreffion,all
Flefh has corrupted his Way; every Man is become
brutith in his Knowledge ; and the Imagination of
the Thoughts of his Heait, is only Evil continually.
¢ Qur Iniquities feparated between Us and our
s« GOD, and our Sins hid his Face from Us,”’ as from
an abc:minable Obje&. Nay, our Sinsaccufed Us at
his righteous Tribunal, and, like the Blood of Abel,
cried to Heaven for Vengeance. Vengeance and fiery
Indignation was our expefted Doom, and eternal
Death the Wages due to our Offences.—What ren-
dered the Mifery of Mankind f{till more exceffively
deplorable, and not only defperate, was, That They
were without Strength ; without any Power to make

A Satif~
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Satisfaction for their Provocations, or extricate thona
felves from this Abyfs of Woe.—O wretched,
wretched Man, if left in this State of Guilt and
Ruin! If abandoned by the GOD, from whom
Thou haft ungratefully revolted, better had it been
for Thee never to have exifted.

But, biheld the Kandaefs and Love of (GO our
Savioer ! Hearken to the Scunding of h™. Bowds znd
of his Mcrcices towards Us ! < 1 huve feen, faid He,
¢ {as in the Cufe of enfloved I/re/) T have fien the
¢ Aflictienofmyf.dlonCreatores, T heyhaveundone
¢ themfclves, but in me * is their Recovery.  Eatan
¢ has deccived, and deeciving bas defhioyed them
“ but I, cven I will deliver them.”’—VWheicwithal
will the L OR I3 accomphth this Delign by his free,
unmcrited Goodnefs ! Py the Blood of Bulls, or of
Goats, or of all the Cattle upon a thoufand Hills?
Contemptible to the laft Degree, arc fuch beggarly
Oblations ; only fo far as they typify the all-gloiious
Sacrifice.—Was an Angcl charged with this impor-
tant Bufinefs, or the higheft Scraph bidden to inter-
pofe as the Repairer of our Breach ? “I'he Angels
were abfolutely incapable of exccuting fo greata
Work. Itrequireda far abler Agent, to negociare
our Reconciliation. It mufi coft incomparab!y meoc,
to redecm guilty Souls.  "Therefore the G OD of
our Salvation ¢ laid the Help upon One that 1s
¢ mighty.” Ile appointed, to the moft momen-
tous of all Offices, thc mofl illufirious of all Beings,
He appoinied his own Son, the Brightiicis of his
Clory, and the exprefs Image of his Perfon.

Behold then the Sonof G O D, taking our Nature,
that he may a& as our Mediator. Admirable Con-
* Sec Hofea, Ch. xiii. 9.

ftitution’t™
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fyution ! full of Wonder, and full of Grace !'—How
joyful to the Sinner! T'he Work muft infallibly prof-
per in fuch Hands. Such a burety cannot fuil of fuc~
ceeding, in ali e undertakes.—How gracious in the
Ytather ! Could there be a fironger Allurance, or 2
more cmphatical Demoniiration of his boundlefs Be-
neficence, than to fend the Son of his liolom; the Son
of his ctarnal I3 Ligbt; the Son, dearer to thim than
all World,?—tlow condele:nding in the Saviour!
Would 4. :'/tlrr’/s ab hcete s impertal Diaden, or
thc great Ruler of £ d9/0.: ferego the Bonours o his
enlarged Dominiene, o attend on the Welluie of
tome ignoble Copir e thet prids ata Mall, or of foine
intamous Ldaletaddor sictas chemed 1 a Dungeon ?
Yettoe cvetiafuag Votentare of fleaven end univeris

Nararcoad. tatees aaor- humbiing Office of Friend-

fhiy, for a kaece of ol &b Creatures, that dwedl i

I)uﬁ, anG were vocins d to brelli—lot cvery Cini bof
four lovk unto CHIRIET by Eaith, as 2l the Peo-
plc of Dnaci ook 1 wito 170 s, when i went into
the "Pabernacie o the Oone
before the ORI (e
We have ron the 2 Jen recunciling ; det s next

on Lo 1aterecde

,
xcdus Xxxan £

" .

conterplave the Adimr of Rewonctis ng. A sulject
equally aftomtinny ana dolghrtal b "Che Fathor re-
concifed Us to Himftlty by iiyiag upon Lis Son the
Iniquitics of Usail: by sdimitiing him to ftand in our
Stead, and by cxacting from Him, the Punitimen
which we had incuried.—GOD recondiled us to
Himfclf, not only by the [lumiliation, but by the
Suffering of this Prince of Heaven: and not by fome
fighter fuffering, but by his fullering unto Death:
_#nd not by his undergoing a commen Death, bug
the
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the moft ignominious and tormenting of all Deaths,
the Decath of the Crofs, < It pleafed the Fathes,
 fuys the Apofile, to recouncile all Things to Him-
% feli'; making Peace by the Blood of the Crofs.””
—Pecaufe, we deferved Shame; the LORD of
Glory was numbaad with Malefactors, and loaded
with Infamy, Becoufe, We deferved the Bitternefs
of Decath; the LURD of Life endured the Pangs
of Diffolution, in their unabated and moft racking
Extremit.es.  Decaufe, We were obnoxious to the
Curfc of the Law, thercfors the ever-blefied
« JESUS delivered Us from the CurfC of the Law,
¢ being madz a Curfe for Us,”

Glotious ropination ! and aitogether as complete
ps glorious ! What now fhall wriify the true Be-
liever ' 'What fha! fland Letween IHim, and his
cternal Hopes *—Shail Satan wufter up his Accu-
fations, and fet them in drizhetul Areayv? Yet
though there may be much Guli, there is no Con-
demnation to them thatare in F&SUS CHRIST . —
Does the Law take the gulty Mortal by the Throwt,
and with its ngorous devernty, fay, ¢ Pay me that
¢ thou oweft i It is paid, {ully paid by tic Inter-
vention znd Surcuiibip, not of a mean Man, but
of the mighty GO made Viefh.—Does divine
Juftice demand Satisfultion for the Wrongs re-
ceived from Sinnars ? 1t is not only fatsficd, but
meil awlully gloritied by this wonderful Oblation.—
In {hort, this is a full, perfed, and fufficient Sacri-
fice for the Sins of the whol: \Waild., It vindicates
the Honour ot GOD’s Holinefs, It difplays his
unfearchable’ Wifdom. It manifefts his unutterable
Goodnefs. It gives the moft magnificent and lovely
Luftre to all the divine Perfelions,—May we not |

< then, -
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then, looking unto our bleeding Saviour, and plead-
ing Mis ineftimable Propitiation, venture to adopt
the Apoftle’s Challenge? ¢« Who fhall lay any Thing
< to the Charge of GOD’s Ele&t? It is GOD that
¢ juftifieth ;3 not imputing our Trefpafles unto Us,
but transferring them to his dear Son. < Who is He
¢ that condemncth? It is CHRIST that died,” and
by his precious Death hath made Reconciliation for

Iniquity, and brought in everlafting Righteoufnefs.
I have been the more copious upon this Subjedt,
becaufe it is not only the grand Point in my Text,
but is the very Heart of the Gofpel ; the Fountain
of all our Comforts, and the Foundation of all our

Hopes.—But I proceed, and with greater Brewity,
Thirdly, To obferve the benign Import, and bene-
ficial Tendency of the Gofpel Minithy, expreficd
in thut remarkable Claufe, £7e lLath given to us the
Miniftry of Reconciliazion. Flere, I an. not attempt-
ing to magznify my Gffice, or to agarandize the mi-
nifterial Character ; but only to render our Services
acceptable to our Bicthyen.—Some Perfons, whether
through Picjudice or Miflake, arc apprelienfive of
being terdficd by our M:ftase, or ¢ turmented be-
¢ fore the Time” by our Dodliine.  But can the
News of Reconciliation to the LORD GOD of
Hofls, terrify, or the Offer of Remifion of Sius
torment ? How welcome fhould be the Approach,
or to fpeak in the elegant Language of a Prophet,
¢¢ How beautiful the Feet of Him, that bringeth
¢« good Tidings "> And can there be better Tlidings,
more reviving, or more tranfporting, than thofe of
the everlafting Gofpel ? Which faith unto Sion,
¢« Thy Iniquity is taken away, and thy Sin purged ;*
thy GOD is reconciled, and inftead of abhorring
1 Thee
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Thee as a Rebel, is willing to embiace Thee 2, a
Child.—When our Armics have been in the Ficld,
and fome very important, feine decifive Engage-
ment drawing ncar ; with what llagernefls have
you expefled, and with what Delight have you fc-
ceived, the Accout of complete Vidtory gained ?
And is not our Report equally worthy oi all Ac-
ceptation ; which declires Satan vangquithed, and
Sin deftioyed ; declares Deach abelithed, Hell de-
prived of its Picv, and ali the tich Advantages of
Pe.ce with Heaven refloied ?—When Petor lay
bound in Prifon, was the Angel an unwclcome
Minifter, who firuck away his Fetters, opened the
Gares of [ron, and tranfimitted Hun, free and un-
molcfled, to the cordial Salutations of his Fiicnd, ?
As You are Ai, by MNature, in Bondage to Sin,
our Bufinets is, to teiie You by the Hand, and lead
You cut of this iznominious Slivery, into the
glorious Libcity of the Sons of G ; while the
Spirit of the moft Fich breaks off yvour Shackles,
and makes vou free indeed.—What Manna can be
more refrcfluie than fuch a Mcffage 2 What Balm
more healirg than fuch a Service ?—if, at any Time,
we arm our V3 ords with Terror, and denounce the
Vengeance of (GOD), on every Soul of Man, that
doth Evil. This is only to awaken You from that
gay Infenfibilicy, wh.eh would 1uil you into irre-
tiicvable Ruin. It is Like the gathering Clouds,
and the diftant Burfls of Thunder, which might
warn Neal 1o rcare into the Ark, before that in-
finitely more tremendous Doluge came, which was
to fwecp the carelefs World away.— W hether there-
fore Wie difplay the Allutements of divine Love, it

is for your Delight ; or whether We bend the Bdw
Y ot
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QMe Indignation, it is for your Benefit: to win
You to Happincfs, or drive you from Milery. So
that in cvery Refpect, and by all our Miniftrations,
We are to be ¢ Helpers of Your Faithy and Fura
<« fhercrs of your Jay.”

And let not any Onc fufpe@, that a Meflage of
fuch free and rich Grrace, has a Teudency to foothe
Men into bBupinencfs, or ferve the Caufe of Licen-
tioufnefs. It is, of all other Kxpedients, moft ef-
feCtually calculated to reconcile Us to GOD, in
anothér Senfe of the Word: to fubdue our En-
mity, and captivaic our perverfe Aficctions; to
imprefs our alienated Hearts with adoring Grati-
tude, and cngage our refraltory Wills to dutiful
Obedience.—1I'or, can We be cold and indifferent
to fuch immenfe Benignity ¥ Can We affront and
glieve fuch unfpeakably tender [Kindnefs 2 \What
Lfieét had David’s Clemency, in {paring Sanl’s Life,
when it was in the Power of his Hand, to have dif-
patched that implacable Laemy ! {t overcame, for
a while, even Malice 1ticii’: it fetched T'ears of
Sorrow from the Perfecutor’s L,c,, and Expref-
tions of the moft endearcd Aflc&ions from his Lips*.
And wher GUD, the GOD to whom Vengeance
belongeth, not only fpares Us guilty \Vretches,
but pynithes his immaculate Son in our Stcad;
when Hec bids the Swoid of Juftice pafs by our de-
voted Hcads, and fleath itfelf in the Heart of his
beloved Son; can We refift {uch heavenly Good-
nefs? Can we fpurn fuch Bowels of Moerey?
Muft not Love, fo divine and infinite, mclt even
theqhoft obdurate Heart; make Us fling down with

1 Sam. xxiv. 16.
Abhcrrence,
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Abhorrence, the Weapons of Rebellion, an® ‘bfis
ftrain Us, fwcetly conftrain Us to Obedience * ?
Let mec now, conformably to my facred Commif-
{ion, befecch you all to be reconciled.  Efpecially let
unie betcech the humble Penitent, and the haughty
Sclf-righcous Moralift.—Ye humble Penitents, that
atc convinced of Sin, and mourn for Sin, be of good
Comfort.  GOD has abounded in the Riches of his
Cirace towards you, and has given you a Ranfom to
rely on, of higher Dignity than all Heavens, or of
miore Value than all Worlds. The Men of Tyre
made Blgffus the King’s Chamberlain their Fricend +;
the GOD of Glory has conftituted his dear Son,
your atoning Sacrifice, your prevailing Advocate.
The Men of Tyre defired Conditions of Peace ; the
LORD JESUS hath both obtained and fulfilled the
Conditions of your Peace. Could therc be a more
glorious Perfon chofe to aét as your Reconciler,
than the Prince of Heaven, and Heir of all Things?
Could therc be a more effe€tual Method of Recon-
ciliation, than his Obedience unto Death, even
the Death of the Crofs ?—Fly then to this all-fuf-
ficient Redeemcr. Rcely on his moft meritorious
and fatisfaélory Sufferings. Be your Sins ever fo
numerous, cver o enormous, thefe need be no Bar
to your Acceptance. For GOD has received an
Atonemcnt : an infinite Attonement GOD has re-

* Mr. Herwey had added by Way of a Note the fol-
lowing Words in the Copy which He tranfcribed, and
from which this is printed. ¢ When I preached this
¢¢ Sermon, 1 recapitulated in this Place (as you, or any
¢ Reader may do if he pleafes) the preceding He~ds,
¢¢ but I thought it unneceflary to tranfcribe fuch a
¢¢ Recapitulation.”

1+ Adts =i, 20, e
Eeive?f
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%:gd. So that He can admit you to his Favour,
unworthy as you are, without the leaft Blemifh to
his avenging Juftice. He can, He will admit you,
as freely, as if you had never done amifs. Truft
therefore in your reconciling Saviour. Place a
chearful Confidence in. his propitiating Merits.
Only let the Giace of GOD, which has appcared
with fuch tranfcendent Lovelinefs in the bleeding
FESUS,—let this Grace tcach you, with a pre~
vailing Efficacy, “ to deny all Ungodlinefs and
« worldly Lufts, and to live foberly, righteoufly,
« and godlily in this prefent World.”

As to thofe of a contrary CharaCer, who are
tighteous in their own Kyes, what fhall I fay?
Shall I decry the Exercife of Morality, or difparage
the Duties of Holinefs? GOD forbid. The Gof-
pel is a Dodtrine according to Godlinefs, and true
Holinefs is the Health, is the Happinefs of the Soul.
‘Thefe Duties ifluing from Faith, and recom=
rmended by the Interceffion of CHRIST, are accept-
able to the divine Majclty. But thefe are zot your
SAVIOUR. GOD has not reconciled the World
to HimTelf by their own picus Prattices, but by his
Son FESUS CHRIST.—Can your charitable
Decds expiate your innumecrable Offences? As
foon may a fingle Drop of pure Water, cor:t and
fweeten the unfathomable Brine of the Occan.
Can your defeétive Performances fatisfy the De-
mands of a perfect Law, or your wandering Devo-
tions fcreen ypa from the Difpleafure of an injured
GOD ? A% well may your up-lifted Hand cclipfe

w$be Sph, or intercept the Lightning wicn it darts
thrpugh the burfting Cloud.—T'here is no other
%mc given under Heaven, whereby you may be

reconciled
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teconciled to GO D, and faved from Wrath, e
only the Name, only the Name remember of _‘;‘E-
SUS CHRIST. Here fix your Hopes, and you
fhall never be difappointed. Fix them on any
other GbjeQt, and everlafting Confufion will en-
fue.—We befecch you thesefore, in G OD’s Stead,
We befeech you for your own Soul’s Sake, rejelt
not this abundant Mercy, negleét not this GREAT

SALVAT. IN.
Now unto Him, who has reconciled Us to Him-

felf, and wathed Us from our Sins, in his Son’s
Blood, be Glory and Thankfziving, Love and

Obedience, heiiceforth and for ever.

A DEFENCE 4y R. Y. of the foregoing
Sermon, from the groundlefs Objections raifed
againft it by fome inconfiderate Readers.

T is fcarcely credible, that any one (hould affert, that
Mr. Herwey’s polthumous Sermon on the Menyfiry of
Reconciliation, is contradiftory to the Dialogucs 1n ''heron
and Afpafio, ard uffirm that 1t bas done Injury to the
Work:—But {uch an Afleition is eafily refuted'——This
Complaint is either lodged by the Friends or Foes, of
the Deceafed : If by his Friends, then I fuppofe it is
bec.ufe the Dodtrine of imputed Righteoufnefs, which
mikes fo great a Figure in thofe Dialogues, is not
mentioned in the Sermon.—Thefe People would do
well to confider, that if it is not mentioned, it is
firongly implied ; and what is ftrongly implied in this
Place, cannot be contradictory to what is exprefled in
others. In that Sermon, do we not read in the ftongeft
Terms, < T hat our Inquities are imputed '3 Curisw, by
¢ the FATHER s admitting him to fland in our* Stcad, and
¢ exading from bim the Punifbment awbich awe 'S2d in-
« enpred ? Do we not here find, Gov reconciling us'it.
« Himfeif, not orly by the Humiliation, but by the Suffr-
“¢ ings of the Prince of Heaven ? And not by fome flights:

s S{‘ﬁr_\\

L)



A Defence of the foregoing Sermon. -+ 1y
S Sufferings, but by his Sufferings unto Death 5 and not by ’

X cundergoing a common Death but the moft ignominious
€< tormenting of all Deaths, the Death upon the Crofs ™’
And as we find the smputation of our Sins {o piainly
inferted here, fo we find in the Dialogues, that ¢ zhes
«¢ Dart of our Lor 1’5 meritorious Humilearion, 15 by a
““qvery ufual Figurc put jor the avhole. The Death of
<« Cuwrrsa inclvoes not orly bes Safferings, but hes Of -
< dicnce. The fheading of buis frecicus Blood, was at
¢ giice the grand Injlance of Lis Suffirengs, and the finifb-
Cing A2 of brs Obedinco.  dnithis View it s confidered,
S and thus it is et preted by bis owon Embaflador, ko
¢ fpewkiag of bis devine MasTER fays—iic was obe-
¢ arrn? unte Death, cven the Death of the Crofs.—
“ When the Scripturc ofcribes our ‘Juflification to the
€€ Death of CHRIST, ave are not tothink that 1t awonld fet
 afide, but lmply his Qbedience.”’—( Iheren and Afpafio,
Vol. 1], Pac= 47, 48.) Now 1t we are not to thinl: thi« of
the Scriprute 1n Mr. Her:ry’s Opinion, how then can
wathinkicofh'm? Aud wirhout thinkine it. where lies
the inconutlence betw een the Sermen and the Dialogues ?
But l rather 1marine, tnat the Charge is brought by
Mr. Herwey’s Encuiies @ Some of thefe People, to avoid
being thourht S.c.nowns, feem walling to allow the Satif-
tattion of Curisyt, while they declare againft the Doc-
trine of Juihiication by the Impntaiion of bis Righteouf-
nefs, and fuch are extremely willing o interpret Mr.
Herwev’s Silence jnto a Cenfent to their own pernicious
Sentments : Lheion and Ajpafio is a dead Weight upon
thew ; they have not, nor can they anfwerit; willingly
the:cfore would they come off, by faying the Author
had cont®dicted himfilf : But falfe is their Pretence,
and as falfe is their Pioteflion.  That they alloav the Sa-
tisfaction of Curist for lmpurtation, is as reafonable
and as juttifiable, in the one Cafe as in the other ; they
both fiand upon one and the {ume Footing, fo he that
throws*down one, thiow- down botia; whiever rejedts
the Doctrine of our Saviour’s Righreoutnefs being
imputed unto Muan, rejetts by fo doing the Doétrine of
Mun’s Sins being imputed to our Saviour, and Jll the
Confequences of it ; or in other Words, he who rejeéts
the Doclrine of«#cc Jultification, rejects by fo doing
ing#of Curisr. (Sce Thercn and Ajpafio,
Vol. I. Pgfe 182.)
As

-
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As the main Defign in writing Theron and J/})a_/ig,;ﬂs
to prove the fundamental Doélrine of Juftification by
the imputed Righteoufncfs of Curist ; and as it ap-
pears that the Sermon does not contradiét it in this moit
mmportant Article; I fuppofe it will be allowed, that
the Charge of Contradition, as to whatis moft mate-
rial, is entirely got over ; but perhaps in a Matter of
Iefs Confequence, it may ftill be obje&ed, that Mr.
Herwey in the Dialogues appears plainly to be Calvi-
#niffic, in the Do&rine of PARTICULAR Redemp-
tion ; but in the Sermon he fays exprefsly, that
Curist’s Dearhis a full, perfecd, and fuficient Sacrifice
Jor the Sins of the WHOLE Horld~T1he Church of
England {ays this, as well as Mr. Hervey, in the Oflice
for the Communion ; and yet no unpicjudiced Perfon
will queftion, but fhe is perfcetly Culviurftical in her
Articies and Homilics.

‘The 1'ruth is, there is no Calvinif hat will allow,
that the Sanisfaflion of Carisyr is tull, perfeét, and
fuflicient for ALL, but then they ditinguith between
the Sufficiency and FEfliciency of his Saciifice. With
regard to the Value of the Oblation, itis futlicient for
the Redemption of cvery Man ; with regard to its bifica-
cy, as cvery Man is benelited by the Death of Criris.
fo Curist died for him, but thefe Benelits arc not of
one Kind.—Some arec comwon to every Man ; all the
earthly Bleflings which Unbclievers enjoy, are the
Fruits of Curist’s Death ; fo far as they are bencfited
by him, fo far he dicd for them ; other Benefits belong:
to the Members of the vifible Church, and are common
to all thofe who live under the Gofpel : Madny Graces
fuch may receive from Curist, which through their
own Fault are not faving ; and fo far as they are benc-
fited by CurisT, fo fur CrrisT died for them ; other
Benefits full, according to the Will of Gobo, and the
Intention of the Mepiatur, are peculiar tu tholc
which he himfelf fays are given unto him by the Fa-
THER ; his Sheep, his Lle&, fuch as a truc Faith, Re-
generation, San&ification, Adoption, &¢. In thi
Senfc, fay thofe Chriftians called Calvinifts, CHR1st
died for his People only, to bring ¢2~m effectuaily t
Grace and to Glory.—This Syftem oii\) is confiiten
with Mr, Herwey’s Notion of Frece Grace. "7

3
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“l‘e Arminian Scheme is, That CurisT died with a
P pbt® to make the Salvation of every Man in the
Warld poflible, without any Minner of Difference,
whether they are Believers or Unbclievers: Thit he
died, not to bring any Mun actually to Salvation, and
make himn a Partuker of Pighteoufnefs and Life, but
1o purchafe a Poflibiiity of Jalvation and Reconciliatior,
fo far as that Gop might, confiftent with his Juitice,
receive Men into Favour upon Condition of Faith and
Repentance. T'bis Faith wnd Repentance, {vy they,
Crrist merited not; for if he nad, then Gop had
tecn bound to give theamn unto every Man, and fo
cvery Man muft have been faved. T hus you fee, ac-
cording to thele Centlemen, Carist died equally for
al tie Woirld 5 wovd the Reafon why foie are faved, lics
wholly in themf lves, in atiain.ng to that Fath and
Repentance, by the good Uf: of their natural Powers,
wh.ch CurisT did not purchaie for them @ This 1s the
Meaning of every Armuzar *, let him cxprefs himfelf

however

¥ That the Reader may ftill more clearly appreliend the Dohine
of N ileeyy, who was a Calv oy ff-~and the Duleience between
f0 s et the ol mtnians, the folloveng Noae 1s tubyiined.
¢ "Lhe ol radans are fuppolcd by fomie, (who are not fufficiently
. wuntedt with thee Feneis) to niaaitan thas we are todo fimetbing
St oattaves, and Cor i to do the reit; or in ct’ier Words, that
“Cwe have putly 4 Rghteondnefs of om own, and that Fefus ( baff
et ke vothe Doficiencies of that Righteoufnefs.  This how-
€ ever s noi e comanon Davinity of G Aranmanse ‘hey have no
S tch Notwn of a Parch qeord Jultification, o1 that we aie faved
o Ly e Impataton ot Ghaf's Ments to make up the Defi-
s ot own, Butrhe fincipl s of thew Schenie are brrelly
- thefee—"Thar Clryl is the fo/e wand rny Author of our Salvaiion,
domarot OV ppmputnr his Righteouinets to us, but by purcba’rg tuch
L overehic dam ot Recondiaatom 1or vy and by ol 15 to us
ftach Abnp e to fulfit them, by M oans of waich we can unly be-
v come capoo!s of Besra jatt aed i the sizht ot God. Thererore we
Yo Lavy that tofe in this Late, wis hoe uled wed the Grae ' v is
vy and coujorm.d to the Tenms ot the Gofper, C oo &
v ot fy s Thatis, were he o call them to the Bar of Judgmenc and
‘ 4y them, h. would acquit, o pronounce them not gulhy.-—lic-'
s¢cande Chrifly by Ty meritonous B2ath and Sotteiings, hwing pur-
cbd for then the Lawe of Repeataroy as the Law by wh ch they
o b('jml‘_;( 3nd ged, and tacy living Ibr'mgb Gy ac: buinlied
“ the Low, 2oeo beadfie true Porents, God theddovey for b abiwe
€ Aeiits of Cla, wimuts of their Qn.hfications, toigives them their
¢4 Cilencesdlnd 10 waids them as ic they had never offended.  Hee
gl s Ao folitiimn of the fuaputs- ano C paronerfiop with Chrst ¢
v 175 Lighteoulnefs is weprelcut.dy ay the fo'e precuring C:zufc_
‘ ¢ oof

LABEON
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however he will: And how far this is inconfiftent w*-1x
Mr. Herwgy’s Lixhortation to the Self-righteons JP%ra-
Liit, in the Clofe of this Sermon, 1 believe I need not
tcll you. Indceed, Mr. Ilervey engages not here in the
Controverfy ut «ll'5 but (going upon what both Sides
are agreed in, @/, the Sufficiency of Chrift’s Sacrifice
to fave all that will believe) he mvites all his Hear s
to fly unto him for Salvation.  Now, if he never enters
into the Merits of the Caufe, how can he be guilty of
Tncontiftency ?

Upon the whole then, this is a mell excellent Sor-
mon. As the Dialogucs in Theron and .7 peyis were, o
in this, the true Cfispring * of him who now 1efls from
his Labours, and his Weiks do follow hun; the Ot-
fpring of him wh s alwovs fought to exait the Saviour,
to humble the binner, and to promoie Holinefs.

*¢ of our Salvation, and curs oy only the a7 p'v, ¢ Couir, 1y rerforss
8¢ ing the tequifite Conanuens: 7 eo Troe 1oth fond o diffenr s
€€ Jinds 3 one to procure tihe Loims of Jufhincuion, and the ote: to
¢ perfirm thom =50 that, 10 Ferr, accp Aing to thiy Scheme of the
<€ cdimransy yn JuRifizat on s net wade wp partly of Cirift s Righ-
< tooufnefs, and parey of om own, 1o hus Righteoufnuds 1s niot
€ partly imputed, vut notatad impuaieo, in the Cafvayfhical Senic of
4 ymputation. In Oruer to make this Mitierence of Upinton fUll
¢ clearer, it muft be obterved, that the Calvws - (being accnMomed
to their Ideas of smputarws Paghtzuulnet) imagine that wha e
Avimpazns affirm the Xocetnty of anbo o Kaghteouind, in Gl
to Tuthioation,y that tae v 1 -0 a bontowing of Chrgl s iapatatve
Rr:‘;h:eoulnd*- to maie up the Betoondecof our owne Witien,
the slm nans inde-d fuppofe, that C,')r.f.‘ Gid not, onany Dgro,
fulfil the Tams of Juthification in cur Sread , but, on the con-
€ tray, hoving ]‘»ur'lmjed thent for vu, ara is cured s e .
% Pov.ers ard Alilitics of gorfurm g them, IOt us fo co-operat
« 1 thote I'ove.s, and fo to fuifil them ouifelve” Thicssafar,
canuity and confiltent Stote of the Armmcr Do€iines No oac o
tar it nuficprelentsd, tor aUis here given 1n the very Wouds of an
eminent Divice, and Ligmitay of the Church of #0p/aid, who is
manfelf an . m prare—FHew much fuperior the Colwonyre (which
was ire I{ 14 y's) Dorine is, to humtle the Sinoaer, to ealetlie
Saviour, and to promote Holinels, let every Reader judge.

* The SYermon atfelf, in Mr. Il 7oey’s own Wniting, 15 now in e
‘Hends of the Reverend Mr. Kobert Kmght, the protent Lo, o
N’ f.n-Feodly who mariied Mi. o w y's younged silters

-

.
ke
LY

A an

«
4
%

- an

r r N r s



A
T'REATTISE

ON THE
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

OF

DAUGHTER S.

By the late Rev. JAMES HERVEY, A. M.
Rettor of Wefton-Favell, in Northamptonfbire.

Y'rain' up a Child in the Way She fbould go; and avhen
She is old She will not depart from it. Prov. xxii. 6.

The FIFTH EDITION.

L OND O N:

PRINTED FOR J. F. 4ND C. RIVINGTON, N° 62, sT,
P %L’8 CHURCH-YARDs '
-’

M. DCC, LXXXIX,



ADVERTISEMENT.

S this little Treatife was intended

for the Prefs, by the late Reve-
rend Nr. Hervey, he had tranferibed
it from his Short-hand Copy :—The
candid Reader will, however, make the
proper Allowances for a poithumous
Piece, which would undoubtedly have
appeared lefs defeive, had it been re-
vifed by the ingenious AuTHoR.

** This little Trac? on Education is mentioned by
Myr. HERVEY in oncof his Letters. Sce A Colletion
of his Lettersy in tws Foiumes, ps 436.‘ Vol. 1L
(Price 7s. bound.) i



ON THE
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

OF
DA UGHTERSZE

T has long been a prevailing Report, that,

among Perfons of Education and Diftin&ion,
true Recligion is very rare. This, 1 would hopc,
is an invidious Rumour, rather than a truc Re-
prefentation of the Cafe. May it not be an Arti-
fice of the grand Enemy? calculated to bring the
beft 2ead nobleft of Caufes into Difrepute: As
.utbugh Politenefs and Piety were inconfiftent : As
though Grace and Good-breeding were irrecon-
wgjleable. Is then the Faith of CHRIST
quite fatal to refined Manners? as the Rod of
Mbfes was to the counterfeit Miracles of the Ma-
gicians. No: it is rather like the Influence of
the San&tuaryyen the Rod of Aaron; which,
while it re-;ained at a Diftance from the Taberna-
clg, /5: a dry, faplefs, and barren Stick; but

‘ Az when
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when depofited before the Ark, was quickened iryﬁ,
vegetable Light, was adorned with a Milk-x"uite
Bloom, and enriched with full-grown Fruit; or, as
the facred Hiftorian exprefies this furprifing Fa&,
¢ It brought forth Buds, and bloomed Blofloms,
¢ and yielded Almonds.” Numb. xvii. 8.

I find uwpon the Lift of Saints, the moft re-
nowned Kings and vicorious Generals; the
ableft Politicians, and the greateft Philofophers :
Men, that have bid the Sun ftand ftill, and pro-
long the departing Day; have laid an Embargo
upon Darknefs, and protracted the Shades of Night;
have commanded the Ground to cleave afunder,
and tranfimit their prefumptuous Foes to a ftrange
and inevitable Dcftru&ion; have divided the im-
petucus Waves, and led their Followers to Safety
and to Conqueft, through the Dcpths of the Sea.
Men, who have walked in the burning fiery Fur-
nace, as under the Shelter of an embowering Ar-
bour; and fat in the Lion’s Den, amidft a Herd
of hungry Monfters, with as much Secrenity, and
as much Security, as amidft a Circle of Bofom
Friends.

I myflf have Xnown various Perfons, admired
for their accomplithed Behaviour, and revered for
their exalted Station, who have thought it their |
higheft Honour to be the Servants of JEsUS
CHRIST. My eéxcellent Friend Camillus, at
whofe Houfe I now refide, is one of the Number.
I cannot refrain from giving a Pourtrait of Cz-
millus ; or rather, of a few of his}ﬂbi,‘ diftinguifh-
ing Features: For, to paint Him in fulsJropor-

Jiowg, ~
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tion, as he daily appears, in all the mild, the be-
nign Majefty of —domeftic Authority—parental
Government—and Chriftian Zeal—Tg¢ do this,
would require a much abler Hand than mine. -
Camillus not long ago entertained in his Houfe
a young Clergyman, who was always treated with
a Relpedt, fuitable to the Dignity of his Office,
and the Piety of his Behaviour. Having lately pre-
fented the worthy Ecclefiaftic to a Living, and
always requiring Refidence on the Benefice, He is
now deftitute of a Chaplain., Remembering, how-
cver, that all Chriftians are fpiritual Priefts; he
thinks it no Difhonour, to have an immediate
and perfonal Audience with the King of Heaven;
nor acting at all out of CharaCter, to reprefent the
Want$ of his Houfhold, with his own Mouth, at
the Throne of Grace.
. Before Supper is introduced, the Evening In-
cenfe afcends. ‘This, rather than a later Hour, is
pitched upon, that the little Congregation may
join in the facred Service, with a lively Devo-
ti(l)n_‘.,. After a plentiful Meal, when the Limbs are
“weary, People, even though kneeling, and in the
efcnce of God, are more inclined to nod than
to pous out their Souls ; are very, very apt to mif-
take the Cufhion for a Pillow.—No Servant is
allowed to be abfent; one only excepted, whofe
-Prefence in the K}tchen is abfolutely neceflary.
Acquainted with (feir Mafter’s Refolution, they are
cgrefu fo, 3 manage their Affairs, and difpatch
thi. uinefs, that no avoidable Obftacle may
A3 intervene,
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intervene, to detain them from the ftated Wor-
thip.

When all are affembled, without either tumul-
izous Diforder in their Approach, or a flovenly
Negligence in their Apparel, a Chapter is read.
Canillus m.kes the Choice. He imagines, it is
not fo ufefui for his Family, whofe Memories are
weak, and their Capacities fcanty, to read the
Leffon for the Day. He has, therefore, felected
fome of the moft inftru®ive and animating Por-
tions of Scripture; and judges it advilcable to pe-
rufe thefe azain and again, rather than to go re-
gulatly thirough the whole infpired Writings,—
7i'he Servants take it by Turns to read; which
improves them in the Pradtice, and keeps them
awake. If any of them difcovers a Difpofition to
fleep, to him the Office is furc to be affigned.

When the Chapter is finithed, Cumillus fingles
out fome one Verfe, of very weighty and edi-
fying Import; which, for the Space of five or fix
Minutes, he explains, applies, and affsionately
urges upon their Confciences.—This done,“wwith
great Scrioufnefs, and profound Reverence, he of-
fers up Evening Prayers. His Prayers confiffe-f£~
fhort Sentences, and the whole is perfortned in
a little Time, Every Part is pronounced with
that deliberate Slownefs, and folemn Accent,
which command Attention, as!_creatc Awe, He
makes a very perceivable Paufe, “»_the Clofe of
cach Petition ; that every one may havd\Leiture to
add, in Silence, a hearty Amen; and to

'cco“cct
he
(L
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the Merits of that blefled Redeemer, which render
every Thankfgiving acceptable, and every Suppli-
cation fuccefsful.

«In the Morning, before Breakfaft, the Worfhip
of the living God is renewed. At this Junéture,
Camzilus omits the Chapter ; but requires one of his
Dometftics to repeat the Veife, on which He en-
larged the preceding Night. Nonec knows, which
fhall be called to this Tafk ; therefore, every One
is obiiged to be properly prepared. He throws the
Subftance of his Exhortation, into a few fearching
and interefting Queftions, which Ile addrefles to
one of his Children or Servants: for, in this Re-
fpect, no Difference is made. All are cqually en-
joined to remember: All are equally accountable
for what they hear.—Sometimes, He encourages
thofe, whofe Anfwers fhew, that they have given
diligent Heed to His Inftrutions. Somecfimes, He
puts on an Air of Severity mixed with Tender-
nefs, and reproves the notorioufly negligent.  Al-
ways, He re-inculcates the piincipal Points; charg-
ing:;‘)bem to retain the Do&rines in their Memory,
&ifd revolve them in their Thoughts, while they
are purfuing their refpective Bufinefs.—T hefe Doc-
= incs are the Seed of Iaith, the Root of Godli-
nefs. Unlefs THESE be lodged in the Mind, and
operate on the Heart, He ncver expeéls to have his
Domeftics commence .frue Believers, or real Chrif-
tians. No mgid than the Hufbandman can rea-
fonably e*.pet a Crop in Harveft, without fowing
hd F:cld; or the Florift promife himfelf a Blow of
T ;,Zfi’)s, without planting his Parterrc.

' A 1 have
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I have given a Glimpfe of Camillus, at the Head
of his Family; let me now fhew my Favourite in
another Attitude—Cuamillus is convinced, that no
Truft is of fuperior, or of equal Importance, to
the tuitionary Cultivation * of an immortal Soul.
As Providence has blefled Him with two fine
Daughters, their prefent and future Happinefs, is
the reigning Objeét of his Care. He has no Ine
teicft o inuch at Heart, as to give thcm a truly
refined Education ; fuch as may render them an
Ornament and a Bleffing to Society, while thcy
pafs the Time of their Sojourning here below ;
and may train them up for a State of everlafting
Blifs, when the World and its tranfitory Scencs
fhall be no more.

Camillus never could perfuade Himfelf to admire
the Maxims of Prudence, faid to be gathered from
the extravagant Rant of our Tragedies; and lefs
is his Efteem for thofe modeft Difpofitions, which
People pretend to imbibe from the lufcious Gal-
lantries of Comedy. For which Reafon, He has
no impatient Defire, to fecure for Mifs AZ:ifa and
Mifs Serena, a Place in the Front-Box.—IHowéves,
as we arc apt immoderately to covet, what is ab-
folutely forbidden, He has Himfelf attended thgm;

* Senfére, quid Mens vitd, quid Indoles
Nautrita fauflis fub Penctralibus
Poffe. . IHor.
o The Meaning of which in Eng?ybu
<« 'What could be done we know, were k\,but 1~d
** By bright Example, and by Virtue bred. X &,
.‘\ncc
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once dr twice, to the theatrical Entertainments,
and public Diverfions: Thinking it much the
fafet Method, that their Curiofity fhould be gra-
tified under his own Infpeftion: and hoping to
make them fenfible how much They endanger
their Virtue, who too often frequent them; how
fhamefully they debafe their Affetions, who are
paflionately fond of them ; and what mere Phan-
toms they follow, who feck for Satisfattion in fuch
delufory Delights.

They learn to dance, in order to acquire a gen-
teel Air, and a graceful Demeanor s not to fhine at
a Ball, or win the worthlefs Admiration of Fops.—
He is content to have them unacquainted with
the wild and romantic Fables of Heathen Poetry.
Nor is under any painful Apprehenfions, of damp-
ing the Sprightlinefs of their Temper, though they
have no Tafte for the chimerical Adventures of
our Romances, and are Strangers to the loofe In-
trigues of our Novels. Being fully perfuaded, that
there is as much found Senfe, as Smartnefs of
Thought, in that celebrated Saying,

" Retire, and read your BIBLE, to be gay,
There Truths abound of fovercign Aid to Peace * !

He Has introduced them to the Knowledge of Hif-
tory, and its inftructive Falts. They have a to-
lerable Idea of the foyr univerfal Monarchies ; fo
eminent for thei--great Events, and fo circumftan-

Dr. Young’s Eighth NightThought.
tially
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tially foretold in Scripture. They have beén led
through the moft remarkable Tranfacions of our
own Country, and are pretty well acquainted with
the prefent State of Eurgpe. They have, all -a-
long, been taught to obferve the wonderful Revo-
lutions of Empires, and the adorable Procedure of
Providence : that they may difcern how the Fufbion
of this World paffith away *; and how happy are
the People, how happy the Perfons, who bave the
LORD fir their GOD. They have been taught
to obferve the honourable Succefs, that has ufually
attended the Practice of Integrity, guided by Pru-
dence; together with the Scandal and Ruin, which
have always purfued Folly in her fenfelels Ram-
bles, and dogged Vice to her horrid Haunts., "T'hat
they may fce the Rocks on which fome bave {jlit,
. and avoid the deflrudive Track: fee the Road,
which has condudted cthers to the Haven of Fip-
pinefs, and ftcer the fame aufpicious Courfe.
"T'hey have been initiated in Geography, and un-
derftand the feveral Divifions of the Globe ; the

Extent of its principal Kingdoms ; and the Man-
h

* 1 Corimh. vii. 31. Notonly the little Projeés, and
puny Atchievements, of private Perfons ; but the Power
of diftinguithed Famiiies ; the Policies of mighty Stw@ ™
the Magnificence of the greateft Kingdoms; all, all are
in a State of perpetual Fluuation. They fade away
{as the Apoflle moft fignificantly defcribes the Cafe) like
the graceful and giofly Afpc& of fome delicate Flower,
when the Sun arifes with fcorching Heat, 7am. i. 11.
They pa/s away (as tae Prophet fill niore emphatically
fpeaks) like the Chaff of the Summer Threfhing-Flyors,
which the Wind carries off on its Wings, and the Mlace
thereof is known no more, Da. iiv 34. :

ners
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ners of their various Inhabitants. They will tell
you the peculiar Commodities, which each Cli-
mate produces ; whence comes the Tea, that fur-
nithes their Breakfaft ; and whence the Sugar, that
renders it palatable : what Mountains fupply them
with Wines, and what lflands fend them their
Spices: in what Groves, the Silk-Worms fpin the
Materials for their Cloaths; and what Mines * fup-
ply them with the Diamonds that fparkle in their
Ear-Rings.—A Screen covered with a Set of co-
loured Maps, and a Cuftom of referring from the
public Papers to thofe heautiful Draughts, has ren-
dered the Acquifition of this Knowledge, a Diver-
fion rather than a Tafk; has enticed them .into a
valuable Branch of Science, under the inviting Dif-
guif¢ of Amufement.—This ferves to cnlarge their
Apprechenfions of Things; gives them magnificent
Thoughts of the great Creator ; and may help to
fupprefs that filly Sclf-Admiration, which prompts
fo many prctty ldols, to fancy Themfelves the only
confiderable Creatures under Heaven,

;'?l‘fé} fpell to Pe:fection ; and have obtained this
Art, by a Sort of Play, rather than by laborious
<Application. Whenever they afked any litdle Gra-
tﬂcation, it has been their Papa’s Cuftom, to make
them fpell the Word: which if they performed
aright, they feldom failed to fucceed in their Re-

® The beft of thie Diamond Mines are in the King-
d of Golconda, near to MADRAS (or Fort §t.
Gzl:ge as it is frequently called, becaufe the Eaft-India
Company have /o named the Fort they have built, for
the Security of their important Fadtory at Madras.)

queft,——
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4
queft.—They are Miftrefles of the Needle; and
the Youngeft, whofe Genius inclines that Way,
is expert in ufing the Pencil.—-Mufic is their Re-
creation, not their Bufinefs. ‘The Eldeft, to' a
fkilful Finger, adds a mclodious and well-regulated
Voice. She often entertains me with finging an
Anthem to her Harplichord. Enteitains, did I
fay ? She really edifies me. Thele truly excellent
Performances, exalt the Decfires, and compofe the
Affe&ions. They infpire fuch a Serenity of De-
light, as leaves neither a Sting in the Confcience,
nor a Stain on the Imagination. Methinks, they
bring us a little Antepaft of Ileaven, and tune our
Souls for its harmonious Joys.

Thoroughly verfed in the moft pra&ical Parts of
Arithmetic, they have each her Week, whercin to
be entrufted with the Management of a Sum of Mo-
ney. This they difburfe, as Circumftances require,
for the fmaller Ncceflaries of the Family, Of this
they keep 2n exact Account, ané make a regular
Entry of cach Particular in their Day-Book.—
Not long ago, a Tenant of inferior Rank, &is3e to
Cam:llus with his Rent. Inftead of rcccivingﬁ?‘
Himfelf, He refetred him to Mifs Serena. You would
have been delighted to obferve the Behaviour of'ﬁ?‘
little Landlady, on this Occafion: the engaging
Condefcenfion, with which fhe addrefled the honeft
Ruftic: the tender Good-Nnture, with which fhe
enquired after my Dame and the Family at Home :
the ready Dexterity, with which the wrote and fpb-
fcribed a proper Receipt: and, above all, her amia-
ble Generofity, in returning balf a Crown, to buy

a Copy-
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Copy-Book for his eldeft Son; ¢ Who, he faid,
« wasquft going into Joining-hand; but he fegged,
¢« would never come to fpell or write, half fo well
¢ as her Ladythip.”

Though Camillus is carcful to ground them be-
times in the Rules of Oeconomy, He is equally
careful to cultivate a Spirit of difcreet Beneficence.—
A few Days ago, when my Friend and his Lady were
abroad, Mifs Mutiffa was informed of a poor Woman
in the Paiifh, juft brought to Ded, after a long and
hard Labour; who, being unhappily married to a
Sot of 2 *cllow, was, at a T'ime when the choiceft
Comforts are fcarccly fufficient, deftitute of the
meaneft Conveniences. Upon hearing the calami-
tous Cafe, fhe immediately difpatched a Servant,
with a Crown from her weekly Stock, Part, to
buy for the affticted Creature fome prefent Accom-
modatiens ; and Part, to defray the Expences, at
fuch a Junure unavoidable: But gave a ftri&
Charge, that the Whoie fhould be employed for
the Relief of the diftrefled Mother, and her help-
lefs Infant ; none of 1t fingered or enjoyed by the
worthlefs Drone, her Hufband. When Cumillus
returnr He was fo pleafed with this feafonable
and well-judged Charity ; that, befides his Com-
mendations and Carefles, He farther rewarded our
conﬁ&?ratc, Matron-like Benefatrefs, by making
her a Prefent of Clariffa*, For, He always con-
trives to make, what tencls to their Improvement,

* A Book admirably’alculated to inftrut and enter-
tain: Wrote by the celebrated Mr, Ricarpson, in
Eight \folumes Duodecimo.

the
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the Matter of their Reward. If they have cogp-
mitted a Fault, they are forbid the Privilege of
uﬁn’g their Maps. If they have behaved in a be-
coming Manner, their Recompence is, not a Piece
of Money, or a Paper of Sweet-Meats, but fome
new Inftru&ion on the Globe, fome new Leflon
on the Harpfichord, which may at once delight
and improve them.

To prevent a haughty Carriage, and to worm out
all inordinate Self-Love, He teaches them to con-
fider their Neighbours, as Members of the fame
univerfal Family, and Children of the fame Al-
mighty Father. However poor in their Circum-
ftances, or mcan in their Afpelt, they are Ob-
jeéts of GOD’s infinitely tender Regards—Of that
GOD, who has given his own Son to fuffer Death
for their Pardon; and has prepared a Heaven of
endlefs Blifs, for their final Reception. For which
Reafon they fhould defpife None, but honour All:
fhould be as ready to do them Good, as the
Hand is ready to footh the Eyc, when it fmarts
or eafe the Head, when it achs.—One Afternoon,
when He was going to treat them with an Orange,
He bid each of them bring a fine Ty lately
received for a Prefent. It was made in the Shape
of a Knife ; the Handle of Ivory, and inlaid with
the gayeft Colours: the Blade of Glafs, méit daz-
lingly bright, but without an Edge. Cut the Orangz
in two, faid their Papa. When they both tried
with their pretty Knivcs, and, to their no fmall
Mortification, both failed. He furnifhed them
with another, of more ordinary AppcaraPce, but
tolerably fharp. With this they cafily picrced the

8 Rind,
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Rind, and came at the delicious Juice. ¢ Who
& now, faid Camillus, would not prefer one_fuch
¢ ferviceable, though plain Utenfil, to a hundred
¢« of thofe glittering, but woithles Trifles? And
¢« you, my dear Children, if you have no other
¢« Recommendations, than a fhewy Perfon, and
¢ the Trappings of Drefs ; You will be as con-
“ temptible in your Generation, as that infiznifi-
« cant Dauble. DBut, if it is the Defire of your
« Hearts, and the Endeavour of your Lives, to be
« extenfively ufeful; You will gain, and, what
« is better, You wnll defecrve Refpe&t: Your
¢ Names will be precious, and your Memories
¢ blefled.” )

With equal Watchfulnefs, He difcountcnances
all thofe A&s of petulant Barbarity, which Children
are fo apt to exercife on the reptile Creation, He
will allow no Court of Inquifition to be ere&ted
within his Houfe! no, not upon the moft delpi-
cable, or even the noxicus Animals, The very
Nuifunces, that are endued with Life, He thinks,
fhould be difpatched, not with a lingering Butch-
ery, but with a merciful Expedition.—To rcnd in
Piccezza poor Fly, amd feaft their Eyes with the
mangled Limbs, fhivering and convulfed in the
Pangs of Death: to impale a wretched Infeét cn
the‘N;edlc or the Bodkin; and, what is ftill more
{hockmg, to take Pleafure in hearing its paffionate
Moan, and feeing its agonizing Struggles : fuch
Piactices he abfolutely forbids, as infufferable Vio-
lations of Naturc’s Law. Such as tend to cxtin-
guifkf the foft Fmotions of Pity, and inure the
Mind to a Habit of Inhumanity.—He often in-

ferms
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forms his lovely Pupils, that every living Creature
is fenfible of Pain: that None can be abafed in
this cruel Manner, without fuffering very exqui-
fite Mifery. To turn their Torments into Paf-
time, and make Sport with their Anguifh, is a
Rigour, more than tyrannical, worfe than brutal ;
is the very Reverfe of that benign Providence,
whole tender Mercies are over ALL his I¥arks.

He propofes to give them a Tafte of Natural
Philofophy, and to accommodate them with the beft
Microfcopes ; that the Ufe of thefe Inftruments,
and a Spice of that Knowledge, may infpire them
with an early Admiration of Nature’s Works, and
with the decpeft Veneration of Nature’s almighty
Author.—Camillus has no Defign to finith a Cou-
ple of female Philofophers; or to divert their At-
tention from thofe domeftic Arts, which are the
trueft Accomplithments of the Sex* : Yet neither
would He have his Daughters debarred from that
rational and exalted Delight, which is to be found
in the contemplating Curiofities of the great Crea-
tor’s Cabinet. Why may they not, without de-
parting from their own, or encroachings on the
mafculine Charalter; why thay they not b&~nc-
quainted with the accurately nice Stru&ture of an
Animal ; or with the Procefs and Effe&ts of Joe=
getation! Why may they not learn the adnirable
Operations of the Air, or the wonderful Propertigs
of the Water? Have fom¢ general Notion of the

L 3

#* «—For, nothing lovelier can be found

In Woman, than to ftudy Houfhold Goed. l&{'xm‘.
immenfe



-

f DAUGHTERS, 'y

immenfe Magnitudes, the prodigious Diftances, and
the ftill more amazing Revolutions, of the heavenly
Orbs ? He apprehends it very pra&icable, to con-
du& an Entertainment with Dignity, and order a
Family with Propriety; even while they retain
fome tolerable Idea of thefe magmificent Laws,
which regulate the Syftem of the Univerfe.

The Microfcope, whenever they are inclined to
amufe themfelves, will thew them a Profufion of
{plendid Ornaments, in fome of the moft commen
and contemptible Objets. It will fhew them Gold
and Embroidery, Diamonds and Pearl, Azure,
Green, and Vermillion; where unaffifted Eyes be-
hold nothing, but Provocatives of their Abhorrence.
‘This Inftrument will fhew them the brighteft Var-
nith, and-the moft curious Carving, even in the
minuteft Scraps of Exiftence. Far more furpriz-
ing than the magic Feats of the moft dexterous
Juggler, it will treat their Sight, not with delufive,
but with real Wonders. A huge Elephant * fhall
ftalk, where a puny Mite was wont to crawl.
Blood fhall bound from the beating Heart, and
Eyes f-urkle with a lively Luftre; Limbs fhall
play the moft fprightly Motions, or ftand compof-
cd in the moft graceful Attitudes; where Nothing
o'rai;m;ily appeared, but a confufed Speck of ani-
mated Matter,.—A Tin&ure of Philofophy will be
the Cofmetic of Nature : will render all her Scenes

* What is allufivel;yfaid of the detra&ting Tongue,
may, I think, without a Figure, be affirmed of this
wondefful Infirument.  Trabem in Feftuca, Elephantem
in Cusice, Alpes & Pyrenzos Sultus in Perraca offendit.

B lovsly,
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lovely, and all her Apartments a Theatre of Dil
verfion : Diverfions infinitely fuperior to tho% dan-
gerous Delights, which are fo apt to inveigle the
Affeltions, and debauch the Minds of young People,
—When Philofophy lends her Optics, an un-
clouded Morning, beautiful with the rifing Sun: a
clear Night, brilliant with innumerable Stars ; will
be a more pleafing Spectacle, than the gaudieft
IMluminations of the Aflembly-Room. The Melo-
dy of Birds, and the Murmur of Fountains; the
humming Infc&, and the fighing Gale; will be a
higher Gratification, than the finelt Airs of an
Opcra. A Field covered with Corn, or a Mea-
dow befprinkled with Daifies; a Marfh planted
with Cfiers, or a Mountain fhaded with Oaks ;
will yicld a far more agreeable Profpeét, than the
moft pompous Scenes that decorate the Stage.
Should Clouds over-caft the Heavens, or Winter
difrobe the Ilowers; an Inquiry into the Caufes
of thefe grand Viciflitudes, will more than com-
penfate the tranfitory Lofs. A Difcovery of the
divine Wifdom and divine Goodnefs, in thefe feem-
ingly difaftrous Changes, will impart Gaiety to
the moft gloomy Sky, and make the moft na-
mented feafons {mile.

It is for Want of fuch truly elegant and {'.1‘);,
faflory Amufcments, that fo many Ladies ol the
firft Duftinction, and finelt Genius, have no proper
Employ for tacir delicate Capacities ; but lcfe
thair Happinefs, in Flights of\ Caprice, or Fits of
the Vapour: lofe their Time in the moft infipid
Chat, or the moft whimfical Vagaries: XWhile
“Thought is a Burthen, and Refle¢tion is a Drud-
' 9 gCTY>
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gery, $olitude fills thenr with Horror, and a ferious
Difcourfe makes them melancholy.

Above all, Camillus is moft earneftly defirous
to,have his tender Charge, grounded in the Prin-
ciples, and aftuated with the Spirit, of Chriftia-
nity. No Scheme, He is thoroughly perfuaded,
was cver fo wifely calculated, to fweeten their
Tempers, to exalt their Affc&ions, and form
them to Felicity, either in this World or another.
It is therefore his daily Lndeavour, by the moft
eafy and endearing Metheds of Inftruction, to fill
their Minds with the Knowledge of thofe heavenly
Do&rines ; and win their Hearts to the Love of
that invaluable Book, in which they are deline-
ated.—He longs to have a Senfe of GOD Al-
mighty’s Goodnefs imprefled on their Souls. From
this Source, under the Influences of the fanéhfy-
ing Spitit, he would derive all the Graces, and all
the Duties of Godlinefs *. With this View, he
fpeaks of the Divine Majefty, net only as fuper-
emincntly great, but as moft tranfcendently pof-
fefled of every delightful, every charming Excellence,
He i¢prefents all the Comforts they enjoy, and eve-
ry Blefling they receive, as the Gifts of his boun-

* iT'his Mcthod is perfettly conformable to the Prac-
tice of the Plulmift ; Thy Loving-Kindnefs 15 ever before
sine Eyes, and animated by this {weet Inducement, J
avill awalk in 1thy Truth, Plal. xxvi. ..—To the Injunc-
tion of our Divine Mafter; If ye lowe me let this be
the Proof, this the ¥ruit of your Aftettion, keep my
Commandments, John xiv. 15.—And to the Experience
of thf chief of the Apottles ; The Loveof Chriff, though
not exclufive of, yet fuperior to every other Motive,
cdnfiralnith us, z Core v, 14,

- B2 tiful
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tiful Hand, and as an Earneft of unfpeakably richer
Favours. He often, often reminds them, that, what-
ever their heavenly Father commands, forbids, inflics,
proceeds from his over-flowing Kindnefs, and is in-
tended for their Fternal Good, if, by thefe Expe-
dients, He may awaken in their Minds, an habi-
tual Gratitude to their cverlafting Benefadtor.  The
A&ings of which noble Principle, are not only fruit-
ful in every good Work, but productive of the ,
trueft Satisfaétion. Somewhat like the fragrant
Steams of confecrated Incenfe: which, while they
honoured the great Object of Worlh'p, regaled
with their pleafing Perfumes of devout Worthip.,

Nothing is mote difplcaling to Camillus, than the
fond Flatteries, which their ijudicious Adnvirers
beftow, on thcir Shape and Complexion, the
Gracefulnefs of their Carriage, and the Vivacity of
their Wit, Ie would fun make them fe. .ble,
that tLel. Fmbelbfhinents are of the loweft Value,
and moft fading Nataie * ;—that if they reader their
Pofleflors  vamn and  felf conccited, they are far
greater Blemifhes, than a Hump on the 1 ack, a
Wen in the Neck, or Stuttesing in the Spuch,—

* Here is the amiable and nnble Reverfe of that mo-
difh Piture re} refent d by Milton ;

For that fuir female roop thou faw’ft, that frém’q

Of Goddcfles, {u blithe, fo imooth, fo gay,

Yet empty of all Gond, wherein confifts

Woman’s domeftic Honou= and chief Praife ;

Bred only and coinpleted to the Tafte

Of luftful Appe ence, to fing, to dance,

To prefs, and troll the Tongue, and roll the Eye.
B. Xl. 6 }l{ 4
. G
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He wpuld have them thoroughly convinced, that
notwithflanding all their Silks, Diamonds, and
other M\larks of their fuperior Circnmftances, they
are ignorant, guilty, impotent Creatures., Blind
to Truths of the lafl Importance ; deferving the
Vengeance of eternal Fire, and unable' of them-
felves, to think a good Thought. That from fuch
Convi&lions, they may perceive their abfolute Need
of a Saviour: a Saviour in all his Offices—as a Pro-
phet, to tcach them heavenly Wifdom—as a Prieft
to atone for all thar many, many Sins—as a King, to
fubdue their Iniquities, write his Laws in their Hearts,
and make them, in all their Converfztion, holy,

In fhort; the Pont Ile chicfly labouwrs, is, To
work in their Hearts a deep, an abiding Senfe, that
GOD is their Supreme, their only Good; that
the Blefled JESUS is the Rock of their Hopes,
and the Fountain of tl eir Salvation ; that all their
Dependence, for acquiring the Beauties of Holi-
nefs, and tafting the Joys of the fublimeft Virtue;
is to be placed on the HOLY GHOST the
Comforter.—Amid{t all thefe Efforts of his own,
He n-ver forgets, never fails to plead, that precious
Pramife of unchangeable JEHOVAH; 7 will
pour my Spirit upon thy Seedy and my Bleffing upon thy
Offspring ; and they fhall grow up, in Knowledge
and in Grace, as /#illows by the W ater Courfes *.

A Lady

-

* J/a. xliv. 3, 4. A Promife of ineftimable Worth:
never, to be forgutten by believing Parents ; better, to
their ‘Children, than the largeft Patrimony, or the rich-
eft Dowry.—It is exceedingly beautiful, and equally
comfortable, Not, 1| will drop, 1 will diffil, but [ will

pour:



1 On the Rericrous EpveaTioN

A Lady 6f brilliant Parts, but no very ext.aordi-
nary Piety, told Camillus : That ITe would fpoil the
pretty Dears; would extinguifh that decent Pride,
and Fondnefs for Pleafure, which are fhining Qua-
lifications in an accomplifhed young Lady ; which
give her an Elevation of Sentiment, and a Delicacy
of "Tafte, greatly fuperior to the ignoble Vulgar.—
To whom he replied: ¢ Far from extirpating their
¢ Paflions, I only attempt to turn them into a right
& Channcl, and dire& them to the worthieft Ob-
« jefts. Willing I am, that they fhould have a
¢ decent Ambition; an Ambition, not to catch
¢ the giddy Coxcomb’s Eye, or be the hackneyed
¢ Toaft of Rakes: but to pleafe their Parents; to
% make a Hufband happy; and to promote the
¢« Glory of God.—~They may entertain 2 Fond-
¢¢ nefs for Pleafure ; but fuch Pleafure, as will en-
% pnoble their Souls ; afford them fubftantial Satif-
& faltion; and prepare them for the Fruition of
& jmmortal Blils.—Let them be covetous alfo, if
% you pleafe, Madam ; but covetcus of redeeming
¢ their Tlime, and of gaining intellc&ual Improve-
« ment: covetous of thofe Riches, which néMoth
¢ can corrupt, nor Thicf fteal; which neither
¢ Time, nor Death deftroy.”

In all thefe Inflances of parental Solicitude; his
beloved Emilia takes her conflant, her willing Share ;
contributes her Advice in every Plan that is con-

poxr : denoting a largeand copious Supply. They fhall
grow, not as a Rooz out of a ary Ground ; but asy1 Tree
planted 1n 2 moft kindiy Soil, where it 1s plentitully wa-~
sered, and flourifbes in the moft ample Munner.

corted ;
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certed ; and her hearty Concurrence in every Ex-
pedient that is executed: every Expedient, for po
lithing the human Jewel *, and making their Man-
ners, as faultlefs as their Forms.—May the GOD
of infinite Goodnefs, the facred Source of all Per-
fe&tion, profper their Endeavours! That, as the
young Ladies are adorned, in their Perfons, with
native Beauty ; they may be enriched, in their Un-
derftandings, with refined Knowledge; and digni-
fied, in their Souls, with the Spirit of the blefled
JESUS.—Then, furely, more amiable Obje&s,
the Eye of Man cannot behold: more defirable
Partners, the Heart of Man cannot with.

# Delightful Ta’k! to rear the tender Thought,
To teach the young Idea how to fhoot,
And pour the freth Inflruétion o’er the Mind.
Tuomson’s Springe

»
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ADVERTISEMENT.

THE Defign of this Publication, 1s to
acquaint the Reader with the late inge-
nious Mr. Hervey's Sentiments on the Book
of Job; and it is given to the Community
in the Language with which it was penned,
as a Specxmen of the Author’s Latin Style:
But as it has never been correted, it is
prefumed that the candid Reader will make
proper Allowances for its Defets.

N.B. Theoriginal Letter (without the leaft
Variation) was-tranfmitted to the Prefs, by the
Rev. Mr. Robert Knfghit, Rector of Weilon-
Favell in Northamptonthire, wbo married
Mr. chcy s youngeft Siffer ; and it is now
depofited in'the Ilands of Mr. Rivington, for
the Satisfaltion of fuch as defire to be affured
of its Autkenticity,

1766,



Reverenbo Viro

CAROLO THAYER

SALUTEM,

IROR equidem, Vir fpeQtatiflime, tantam
tibi Linguz non vernaculz, quaque ab ho-
diernis Colloquus exulat, Copiam in promptu efle.
Ni Te jamdudum noflem, uberrima ifta Romapi
Eloquii Penus facile me induceret ut crederem,
Tufeuh* Te potitis quim Abingtonie +, habitaffe.
~——Quod ad me attinet, quum probeé fciam, quim
rudis fim & inexercitatus in hoc fcribendi generg,
paulum abfuit quin filentium mihi perpetuum in:
dixiffem. Per plurimos dies, tenuitatis noftrz con."
{cius, manu'de Tabuld timidam cohibui. Very
enimverd Pudor reclamavit, Animufque ab Ingrati-
tudine- abhorrens flimulos addidit ; atque inde fit yt-
Calamus, impar licet & ineptus, ad epiftolare giunus
jam tandem excitatus eft. B
Gratias itaque ago, quantas poffum .maximas,
quod plurima mihi riotatu digniffima de Jobo, Jobi«
que Libro, pro fingulari tui humanitaté atque efua

ditiene, ultrd communicafti.e—Verfionem jm=

primis ad examen revocas. Nitida ea eft, Ele~
gantiarum ferax, vimque Hebrgarum vocuin,
fuprd quod fperari potuir, yix imminutam tradic,
Addas licet, novam, eftn &ifs in plurimis, fed 'qg}'

* fl‘:{cnlnm, Urbs Jtalica, ubl Villa Ciceronis.
+ 4dbmngioma, Oppidulum propd Northantoniam,

. A3 au@oritateiy
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auQoritatem fuam fecum afferat, & legentium fuf-
fragia primo ftatim ab intuitu adfcifcit.—Notas
deinde fagaci percurris Oculo. Quas qui Jegit rele-
gitque, haud facile eft dicere, utrum plus fit repot-
taturus Utilitatis, ex amphiffimd Orientahs Eruditi-
onis Segete; ceu potits Oblectamenti, & dulciflimo
illo critica Artis Flore. Aded non frivola funt &
futilia quaz ubique annotantur, ut Vocabulorum Em-
phafin, Argumentorum Pondera, Senfuum Sublimi-
tatem, Colloquii denique Telam pulcherrimo oidine
deduftam manu, limatiffimad admoti colluffrant.
Imo, tanto affufo lumine colluftrant, ut vel mihi
hebetioris Ingenii Viro patefcant, & patefata place-
ant. Quid multis? eum ipfum, puto, qui Commen-
tatorem nallus eft Jobus, quem prz omnibus alus
optaflet, fi {uperftes adbuc inter Homines verfaretur.

De Jobi &vo, quo vixit, non conftat inter Doftos,
neque opinor conftabit unquam. Atqui veriimil-
lima videtur quam Tu aliique tuentur Opinio.
In veftras partes non invitus tranfeo. Iluftrem
hunc Principem non nift poft Abrahamum floruiffe
certo certius eft. Qui enim nomen Terre dcdit,

uam alter Amicorum coluit, Temanitidi, is inter

faui Pofteros numeratur. Prohibet porro infignif-
fimum iftud Encomium quo cohoneftatur 2 Spiritu
San&o ne fufpicemur eum diebus Patriarcharum
Ifaaci aut Jacobi vitam tranfegifle.  Vix potuit vere
dici Y3 w103 PR nifi poft funera Jofephi. Inter hunc
igitur morte ablatum, & Mofen ex Ephcbis cxceflum,
omnind ftatucnda videtur zra Jobi.

De Scripto ipfo, profluxifle illud ab alid quamJobi
‘munu nullus dubito. Is quippe inter Ar.bas nutii-
tus, atque Arabym Linguz afluelaltus, vix tantd
fuit Haebraicarum Literarum peritid imbutus, quanta
'opus erat ad res tales tali verbofum nitore & Concin-
fitate confignandas Chartis.  Si Mofi Authorj Li-
brum afcribere quis maluit, quod Anglicana noftra
in Obfervatiunculis fuis Margini athixis Editio in-

. nuit,
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nuit, tum demum arbitor ante Ifiaelitas per Deferta
traductos confetum effe. Legiflator ille celeberri-
mus dum tanto Agmini Ducem fe Re&@oremque
prabuit, vix potuit ad Hiftoriam Poeticam contex-
endam animum appellere. Ingens praeterea reram
quotidie agendarum Multitudo atque onus, ne tale
aliquid moliretur, mentem fine dubio abftraherent.
Nulla autem ed potuit opportunior efle Occafio,
qua illi obtigit, dum exul inter Midianitas commo-
ratus eft. Rufticabatur tunc temporis ; otiabatur
omnia habuit indulta, qua Poetz Ingenium ftimu-
lare atque accendere folent. Huic infuper Senten-
tiz adftipulatur, quod in eas Regiones relegatus,
omnia quz ad Jobum, finitime Terre Incolam,
pertinerent, edifcere  potuit uberiis.  Gnaviter
quoque pro tali Conjecturd militat frequentior exo-
tici Idiomatis ufss, Phrafiumque Varietas Arabi-
cam indolem plane redolentium. Woarburtonus
nofter omni nifu id agit, ut Efre, Scriptorum Sa-
crorum ultimo, Thelauranum hoc Theologie,
Philofophice, atque omnigena feré Dotrina accep-
tum referamus. Qua quidem Hypothefis fpcciofa
licet, & Rationibus neutiquam contemnendis fub-
nixa, fidem apud me non obtinet, Signa enim funt
(ni vanus auguror) & Criteria, pafim per Librum
{parfa, qua /tatem longg antiquiorem fubindicant,
Ad Legem latam aut res geftas lfraelitarum ne allue
fum eft, quod oihi videre contygit, ufpiam, Nul-
libi vel Meatio fit Miraculotum in Aigypto & per
Ddferta editorum. Que tantum cuivis Poemati
conejharent Docus, tiatum poird Judzis Solamen
fuppeditarent, ut & nemine cordato intata prorfd

reJiuquercntur. {pter alha qua feripfifls pulcher-
rima, T v ymowmw toti huic Hiltoriz adftruis,
Adco non cile afirg, #ertumque probas, fititium.
quendam pii Ingeny Lufum, ut omnia*& contra re-
vaatagerentur.  Proinde nop debere aliquem inter
keycudum patare, fib ante Uculos effe cjus folius

. quod
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quod fieri potuit figmentum, fed genuinam ejus
quod fuit Narrationem. Me jam antea huic Opi-
nioni accidentem, fecerunt quas protulifti Rationes,
ut ei arétius adhzream.——Etfi vero Hiftoriz Ve-
ritatem fibi vindidet, dramatici tamen Operis Le«
pores pra fe fert.  Voces fi fpeltes, ornatiffime illae
cultifim®que, non tam enarrant, quam Res con-
fpiciendas fermé exhibent. Senfibus autem nihil
gravius, grandius, fublimius, Deo infpirante dig-
nius, aut humano Generi magis fcitu neceflarium,
Chara&erum intercd Diverfitas mira; quodque ar.
tis eft fumma, ad vivum depicti finguli, & ibi in-
vicem undique conftantes —Altera infuper venufta-
tis fpecie gaudet Jobais noftia, quz artificiofis
Dramaticorum Commentis decori eft atque orna-
mento. Non fumum ex Fulgore, quod monuit
Criticus, fed ex Fumo Lucem edit. Sermone pe-
deftri orditur, Inde pedetentim progreditur ad al-
tiores dicendi modos. Et Cothurno induto, fen-
fibus quoque affurgit. Rerum major nafcitur ordo.
Vehementiores Congreflus. Acriora Confliétan-
tium Certamina. Ulque dum nihil amplus aut
fortius hinc illinc dici potuit. Tum demum inter-
venit Moderator. Qu# prave di¢ta funt utrinque
fubaflo penfitat judicio, debitique reprehenfione
caftigat. Summa, fi fieri poteft, ope nititur, ut fer~
vidos Difputantium Animos componat, hitemque
diu agitatam dirimat. Sed fruftra. Major ineft
Nodus, & difficilioris longé Solutionis, quim ut
Juveni remonftranti cedat. Dzus, ecce Drus
adeft! Quidquamne auguftius excogitari peffit ?
Qui Circuitus Ccelorum petambulat, in Atenam

uafi (conftet fumma Reverentia dito) defcendit.
agique Aftra par inane volventia nbrat, ILLE 1PSE
Controverfie hujus Momenta & Pondera 2qué quafi
bilance trutinat. DEo ‘autenY orante caufam, ut
fergcieptes Animi fubfidunt! Reniti ceffant, (Ma-
pug dant.  Obmutefcunt.  Jobus ipfe, quem lau-
: 9 tior.s
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tiores de fud Puritate tumidique nimis Coticeptus,
ultrd quim par erat, vexerant, Erroris conviftus,
Imqiutaus manifeftus, Pudore fuffunditur, arma
projicit, ad pedes infinitee mifericordiz venerabun=
dus.devolvitur, Nofcitfeipfum ; peenitentiam agit;
cedendo vincit; eumque, fimul atque fe coramy
Dro humlling deprimit, Cdlamitatis fortitus efk
F xitum, quem nefas eflet expectare, dum inculpa-
tam fibi ln egnititem temeré nimis arrogavit. Oth-
ma fua, non ita pridem miuferé deperdita, cumulas
tiffimd manu reponit, auget, ftabilitque Numet(
propitum, Pamaz ad inftar, preffus refurgits
quumque omnes de felititate fud conclamatum i
arbitrabautur, tum demum rediviva evafit, mul
que, quim olim, letils effloruit.——Quim fubl~
tanca atque infp rata prorsis Cataftrophe! Qulm
jucunius Malorum finis ! Quam pulchra Coronilé
toto Operi fuperinducta !

Leviter hec teugifle fufficiat. A Rebus curiofé
fpeculationts, tuo do&tus Exemplo, ad utiliora longd
Mentem Calamumque verto. Quz Fidem vam%
Jantem fuffulciant, Praximque errabundam nimis,
Gubernators folertis ritu ad Clavum affidug fedentis,
corngant dingantque, ea nunc confideranda occur+
runt. Quod prudenter mones, de cdifcendd Animi
Fortitudine ex Jobo Affidtionum Agminibus la-
ceffito, nec tamen frato aut proftrato; de petendis
infuper ad Patientiam Incitamentis ex Jobo mala
acerbiffima paffo, atque humiliter fe & fummifse fe-
rendo oneri accingente ; id avidé arripio; memori
defixum teneo: Deumque piecor ut in ima atqueé
inumn, Cordis tranfeat.——Nobiliffimum illud ¢
Refurrectioni * Mortuorum perhibetur Téftamo-,
nium, Te ed repittente Meditationes noftras, lix
benter adeo. Quumgque aliqui, de Re Chriftiank
non ben€ meriti, mosamentum iftud %re perédhlus,

¥ Vide Jobi Cap. ix. 25
aure
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auro pretiofus convellere fatagunt, pergratam fand
operam navat Interpres nofter, dum vahdiffimis ra-
tionum viribus id fibi ftabiliendum accipit. Non
Te latet fuiffe inter Eruditos, qui pulcherrimam
hanc Jobina Fidei Confeflionem aliorfum detorquere
ftudent; & de tortunis folummodd redintegratis ut
intclligatur velint. Quem quidem Errorem radicitis
avullum & funditds dcletum, non fine gaudio & gra-
tulatione, in lucubrationibus hifce accuratifiimis
contemplari datum eft.——=Quod mihi de Redemp-
tore b fuggeris, id profe@d arridet magnopere, &
toto pedlore ampleCtor. Vellem de quocunque fa-
crorum voluminum Libro dicere, quod oliln Au-
guftinus optim&,  Sunt Scripture tuz Deliciz
mice.” Nulla eft inter Codices divinos Pagina, qua
non Aurifodinis fit preftantior; nulla vel minu-
tifima infpirate Veritatis Portinculs, quin melle
hyblzo dulcior longé, Quaz autem de Curisto
vaticinantur ; CHRisTUM five venturum fpondent,
five adventum depingunt ; CHRIsTUM, @gris Me-
dclam, lugentibus Solatium, vicariam pro Sontibus
Victimam, &1y, aliduxer, ea apud me, infinitum
quantum! palmam praripiunt. Renident ea Mar-
garitarum inftar hinc inde corufcantium; five, ut
cum Poetd loquar, velut inter ignes Luna minores.
De his Colloquia apud zdes privatas, de his pro
Roftro Conciones, de his denique Contemplationes
domi, foris, inftituere geftirem. Imo in his totus
eflem, atque immorarer jugiter, nifi Corruptela,
proh Dolor! nature infita obftaret; vagzque ac
inftabiles Cogitationes Mentem in contraria identi-
dem defie@erent. Hac enim edidicifle, Sapientia
eft; his fidem adhibuifle, Salus. Qui hzc 2d un-
guem callet, bonus evadet Theologus ; quique Animo

penitids imbibit, Chriftianus,  ~
At quo feror? In que ‘patia effufus, trans Li-
mites Epiftolaris Commercii excurro? Reprimo
me tandem, Unum duntaxat, pre aliis eximium,
€ VeI«
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& verfone anted laudatd, locum feligere liceat. Ea
erit Scriptiunculie huj is noftre Mcta, & Patientiz
tue laflie plus fatis & defatigatz Levamen. Verum
ibi priftinumque Senfum, acerrimo Ingenii acuniine
¢<Tenebris ermam, & non fine mapno funx Doc-
tiine con.modo repofitum, latus afpicto.  Perico-
pam, i vacat, videre cft Cap. iv. 17. «“ Nrm bior-
talis @ (non prer, ut noftra fe habet hic (uten mna=
lefida verfio) numine juftus crie? Haul wemini
legifle me, aut narrando accepifie, ab ullo ungaam
eo Impudentie deventum in, ut juftiorem fu ideo,
perfcéhionis omnimoda fonte ac noru a, venditure
aufit. Vix igitur, imo ne vix quidem pere pre-
tium fuiflet, tauto cum conamine di Losum & pompd
refeilere, quod in nulhus quotquot funt morialivm
Coicetiones intrare potuit.  Neque aliad quam
Nuzatorem agit Scripror wivinus, i1 fidem redditi-
ont receptie habes; fin vero Schuleenfn admirttas,
non item. Exhi et ifta Nodum Deo vindice dig-
pum.  Eirciem perflinger jugulatque, quo nullus
alius’ exitinlior, quive importunits fele in mentes
noftras ingerit.  Speciem omnem humani, quod
vocatur, merti tollit, convellit, contulcat. Neque
finit, ut m'nima vel San&iffimis Hominum, aut {ua
jactandig aut fe juthificandi, anfa fie relicta.  Quin
omnes omnino, utcunque Pictatis Puritatifque En-
comiis per terras nebilitatos, coram fupremo Judice
reos, cyemorynns fiftit.  Nullos proinde pofle 3
tremendo illo Tribunali peenarum expertes abire,
nifi gratuito iis condonentur Peccata, & CHRISTI
Mediatonis Juftitia iis in Salutem imputetur. Ecce
revery Evangelicum ante Evangelum! Qui non
cutem folam ceconomiz iftius falutiferz inveniffet
palpando, fed injpfifima Vifcera & Medullas quo-
dammodo penetrifle vidctur  Felices Nos Noftrof-
quc, fi eundem FidanT medullitis haufiffe detur !
Amo meherculé Hominem, qui feliciter commen-
tandd hec tam luculenta eayyinie Jobo, Chriftianife

. mo,
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mo, Nobffque etiam, aut Infciti4 Hebraice difio-
nis, aut Incurii Interpretum ablata, inftauravit de~
mum ac reftituit. Te verd impenfits, Vir reve-
rende, amo atque colo; dulciflima cuius Amicitia,
plus und alteriquec vice experimento cognita, fecit,
ut ampliflimam ex ed Voluptatis atque Emolumenti
Meflim fperare, ac mihimet ipfi pollicere audeam,
Ut vivas, valeafque, ex animo optat

Tibi devin&iffimus
Jacosus HervEY.
P. S. Si qua in re Tibi, falute recupecrati, pro-

defle potero, id ne dicam roges, fed jubeas
velim.
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PR EFACE

H E Rcader will {ce, from

the Date of the following
Lctter, that it was writtcn a con-
fidcrable Time ago.  From which
Circumftance He will probably
conclude, that it was not intended
for Publication. A Conje&ure,
which is perfeétly juft. The Pub-
lication is owing to the right ho-
nourable Perfonage, whofe Name,
though it would grace and recom-
mend his Papers, the Author is
not allowed to mention. Her La-
dyﬂnp s Commands, which would
admit of no Excufe, drew the Re-
marks from h1s Pen; and her De-
ﬁre, which with Him will always
have the Force of a Command, has

A2 brought



PR ETFACE

brought them to the Prefs.---It
will give Him the higheft Pleafure,
if, while He is paying the Debt
of Obedience and Gratitude to a
‘noble Friend, He may {fupport the
Dignity of the Divine Word ; may
raife its Effeesn, and promote its
Study among Men. Becaufe then,
He may reafonably hope, to pro-
mote the deft Inz.refls of his Fel-
low-creatures ;3 and fubferve that
grand Defignationof the Almighty
Majefty, exprefled by the Pfalmift
—~~Thou haft magnified thy Word
above all thy Name *.

* Pfalm cxxxviii. z.



MAD A M,

S you was pleafed to afk my Opinion con-
cerning Lorn BoLINGBROKE’s Re-
marks on the Seriptural Hiflory, I have procured the
Book ; have perufed what rclates to the Subject;
and fubmit to your Judgment, the Thoughts which
ot curud Afluring your Ladyfhip, that, though
many might difcuts the Point, much more clearly
and 1‘t1\l‘l<.t0rll‘., than the Petfon you favoured with
vour Commands ; vet, no onc can think it a greater
Honour to receive them, or a greater Pleafure to
cxecute them.

“ The Old Teftament, it is alledged, is no fuf-
 ficient FFoundation for Chronology from the Begin-
“ ning of Time *.”—To enter upon the Niceties of
Chronology, would, perhaps, be too difffcult a Re-
fearch ; atleaft, it would require from your Ladyfhipa
more painful Attention, than I fhould chufe to occafion
by any of my Letters. And I very frankly own, that
}am by no means Mafter of the Argument, nor equal
to the Tafk. Others, I don’t doubt, whofe Incli-
nation has difpofed, and whofe Genius has fitted, them
for*this particular Study, will undertake to decide the
Queftion ; and give the Honour, where the Honour is
due.—This, i6wever, from a very fcanty Survey of
the Cafe, I can eafi'ylifcern ; That the Chronologer
will no where find fuch memorable Events, for fixing

Az his

" % See Lord Bolingbroke’s Letters, on the Study and Ufe of
Hiftory, Vol, L. Pag. g8.
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his ALiras; nor fuchwearly and fulftantial Aids, for
computing his Time; as from the Msfaic Monu-
ments, and the facred Annals.

From the Beginning of the World to the Flood,
we have an orlerly Gradation of Time, marked out
by the Lives of ten cminent Patriarchs.

¥From
the Flood, we may procecd to that glorious Promifc
of a Redeemer, madc to Aorabam; In thy Seed fpall
all the Nutions cf the Loarth be bloflid. From this
Promife, to the miracuiou, Deliverance of the 7/ /-

it.s from E~yptian Bonda e, From thence, to the

Building ot Se/unzn’s "Vemp'e; which was oo niuf-
trious T'vpe * of that divine Peifon, 71 20 h-m di /s
all the Filnfs of the Colhead bodily.
Building of thi> magnificant Stru€ture, to the Domo-

From the

lition of it by the & 7 % Jon Morarch.——I"rm
thence, to the Conquelt of Ralyliin by Gy us the 20 -
Sran.——And from the Reizn of €5, to that orand,
that moft important of all "T'ranfaltions, the Death of
Mefliah the Prince: When He [ fivd the Tranforef-
Sfiony and made an End of Sinsy and made Reconciliation
Jor Iniquity, and brought in everlafling Rightconfuefs v.

The intermediate Space, between cach of thefe vary
diftinguithed Periods, may, I bclicve, be afcertained,
to a confiderable Degree of Exaéinefs, from the f.-
cred Volumes. If o, this will conftitute a more
comprehenfive and perfe& Syftem of Chronolugy,
than can be derived from the Olympiads of the Gre-
cians, or the H gira of the Mubometans; from the
Perfian, the Roman, or any other Epocha.

But the Hiffory of the Old Tefiament is much more
nezeffary to be known, and much more eafy to be‘

. Un=
‘ + Gen, xxii. 18, Johnii,e1. 1 Dan. ix, 24.
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unlerftood.  Yet this, my Lord fuggefts, is not a
camplete Hiftory of the firft Ages*. We allow
the Suggeftion. It neither is, nor has Materials fory
a complete univerfal Hiftory. It pretends to nothing
more, than to rclate the Affairs of oze particular Fa-
mily; in which the Church of GOD was to fubfift,
and fiom which the SAVIOUR of Men was to
fpring.  MNeverthelefs, fo many collateral Incidents
aie touchud upon 3 fo many Branches of this main

Sieam we occalionally punied ; as prefent Us with
w ColleShon of the mott wuent, the moft curious,
and a1 nflrudtioe Fads.,

Iicre, we ate Foou_iit acquainted with the Creq-
¢ ot Worid, end the Yormation of Man.  The
i in ot Lo dy hoth netural and moral, is difco-
veced in the Fail e our miit Patents ; and the Dif-
plesfive of GOD againll Sin is manifefted, by the
Watees of a genevcal Deluge.—Here, we fee the Pre-
f rvation of our Species in the Ark, and re-peopling
of the Ewidiby NT /5 theinvention of polite Arts +,
and the Rife of nizul Manuiacturest ; the Eftablifh-
ment of Nations, and the Founders of their principal
Iimgdoms§. Not to add ; that thefe Records are
the 1oyal Archives, in which, the Charter of our So-
ves i raty || over the Creatures is preferved; and the

A4 ori-

% Pag. 83. t Gen. iv. 21, 1 Gen. iv. 20, 22,
Gen, Chgis x. Which, though but little adverted to, is
the nobleft Piece of geographicul Antiquety, cxtant in the World,
It thews Us, how thegole Earth, fiom the three Sons of Nozé,
was overfpread, inhabited, and denominated. It difcovers the
trye Source of the feveral Nations ; about which, profane Au-
thors either fay nothing at all, o1 elfe {ay what is chimerical,
precarions, fa /Z .
Gen, i, 28,

/
i
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eriginal Draught of the Covenant of Grace*, depo-
fited.—Here then, may we not challenge any, or.all
the Books, written in every Language under Heaven?
What Memoirs go /o far back into Antiquity? What
Memoirs are fo interefting to all Mankind?—
Had they been tranfmitted to us by any Grecian or
Roman Author, how would they have beed admired
and valued ! How lavifhly, and indeed how juftly,
praifed !

Another Excellency of thefe Writings (and pecu-
liar to thefe alone) is, That they not only reach back-
ward, as far as the wery Birth of Things ; but pro-
ceed forwards, even into the remoteft Futur ity.——
They foretold the Ruin of Babylon t, the noblett, the
beft fortifiedy and moft commodioufly fituated, Me-
tropolis in the Univerfe. Who faid, and no one
would have fufpe&ed it to be a vain Boaft, [ fhall be
a Lady for evert. Yet, the Scriptures pronounced
her utter Defiruction§ 5 and fpecified the Perfon, who
fhould bring about this great Cataftrophe.—T hey
pointed out che Place of his Abode||.—They de-
fcribed him,by feveral diftinguifbing Circumftances #*,
~—They particularized the Genius of his war-
like Enterprizes {. They mentioned his very

Narme.

* Gen. iii. 15. 1 Iaiah xiii. 19, &c. xvi. o3, o4.

Haiah xlvii. 7. § laiah xiii. 19, 20, &c. xvi. 23, 24.

Ifaiah xlvi. 11. .

*# That He fhould befiege and take the moftimpregnable of
Cities, lfaick xlv. 1, 2. That He fhouldtenrich himf{elf
with immenf{e Spoils, Jfziak xlv. 3.——That He thould not be
a Tyrant, buta Skeplerd to the captive _Jews ; fhould releafe
them from their Captivity, and both perfit and promote the
Rebuilding of their Temple, [faiak xliv. 28,

+ Heis called a ravencus Bird, Haah xlvi. 11. Denoting
his Speed, Atlivity, and great EJltfediuon. Which were more
hike the Flight of a fwift-winged Bird, (this is the exaé Senfe t:f

¢
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Naine * ,—All this, fome Hundreds of Years, before
the Event took Place, or the Conqueror was born.

They foretold the Rejeczion and Calamities of the
difobedient Fetws; who are the chief Subject of their
Hiftory. (And this, furely, could not be with a
View to aggrandize their Nation, or to anfwer any fi-
nifter Defign.) That they fhould be fubdued by their
f.nemies, lofe the Favour of their GOD, and the
Poficflion of their native Land.  Yet not be fertled,
as a Calony, in fome particular Tradt of the Victor’s
Dquainions, but be feaitered abroad under the whole
teavens t.— Ihis was threatened by their JEFO-
V' A H,—this is rccorded in their Books,~—and this
i+, cven now, fo remarkably fultilicd, as to be a Fact
of the utmolt Notoniety.,  Go into the mofl polite
or woft bartbarous Countiies, the ncareft or noft
diftant Parts of the World; you will, every where,
find /ivine Ewvid.nces of this feriptural Prediction.

‘T'he Scriptures fpeak in the moft explicit and pe-
remptory "['crms, with 1epard to the Rofloration of

the

the orginal wy) than the March of an Avmy, with all its En-
cumbiances.  This s acknowledged by Trgranes, in his fine ex-
poftulatory Difcourfe with Cyrus: Taye & acodlos mepreliva
avly, wre woppwhey eplacas 2wy (1v wAA cadw, wrv THlos
vav g catle dviopiy abpuicacias.  You fo fur exceed the King
of Armema i the Swiftnefs of your Motwns, that, before He could
get together the few Forces quartered in us Nerghbour hood, you are
comaefrom a deflant Country, and have furrounded Hem unth a large
Army*  Xenoph. Cyropad. Lib. ILL.—Thus Alexander, whole
Muiclies and whofe Vidtones were almoft icredibly {wift, is
beautifully and egnétly charafterized by the Pxozhet Daniel.
As Twas confidering, behold! an e goat came frem the Weft on the
Face of the whole Earth, ynd touched not the Ground. Chap. viu.
No Orator, with all thc Powers of Language, could more
6cautj)ul{y have defcribed the Rapidity and the Extent of the
Macedonzan Conquefls. Nor could any Hyferian, though writs
.ing after the Accomplithment of the Events, have deferibed
them more exaétly. .
* Ifaiah xliv, 28, xlv. 1, + Deut, xxviii,64. Amos ix. g.
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the Fews*—This Reftoration could not be cffc&ted,
at leaft could not be obferved, if they had been blended
and incorporated with the Inhabitants of other Climes.
‘Therefore, to be a prefumptive Proof of its Accom-
plithment; and to render it, when accomplifhad, the
moft obfcrvable of all Revolutions; they have {ubfitted
a diftinct People, amidit all the Regions whither they
have been driven.—A moft fingular and uftonifhing
Circumftance! How foon weie the Danes, the Savou
and the Normans, minaled with the Droons I Sudhoaw
entire'y are they all melted down and lot, awony the
Nutives of cur Iile! But the ews, hke a Diop of
QGil on the Water, have continued a /i posaie Com-
munity; an!, though &ifp rfd into @l Duoas. ore
not, through the lon) Courfe of feventeen hundred
Years, embodicd with a:y.—"Uhis ie fucha Peculiur.ty |
in the Difpenfitions of Providence, as I can nover
{ufficiently adwmire: And is, T think, an wundenialle
Voucher to the Authenticity of the Scriptures; held
forth, as it were by the Hand of Omnipotence, in the
Sight of all the World.

Such

* Ezck. xi. 17. Amos ix. 14, t5. Zech. xiv. 10, 11. I
have not ventured to determine, whether this Refloration of
the fews, is to be undeiftood of a Return to ther own Country,
or of their Converfion to the Fauth of CHRIST. Though I
think, the latter is the Mcamng of the Holy Spitit; will Le no
lefs wonderful than the former; and feems to be fupported by

1fuch Paflages as the following.—They fhull look on ME, whom
they have prierced, and mourn. The (,};ft of Repentance, not the
Circumflance of Place, is the material Point, Zech. xiii. 10.—
When it fhall turn, not to the Tribes of {fyacl 0 Jerufalem, but
the Heart of the Ifraclites to the LORD, 2 Corinth. i1i. 16.—
Then all Iracl fhall be faved, Rom. x17 26. fhall be made Par-
takers of the Gofpel, of its facred Piivileges, and its great Sal-
vation. In which they will enjoy all, more than all the*Blef-
fings, which Canaan could afford. ~Of which, that good!

%and, in its utmoft Fertility, Affluencc, and Glory, was but 2°

ype.
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Such Lvents the antient Scriptures foretell, and fuch
Fuolls theyrelate.  Fa&ls of incomparable Grandear,
and Events of the greateft Importance.  All which are
dulivered in fuch a may. flic Simplicity of Style, as no-
thing can equal but their precife Veracity.—Yet thefe
Books Lord Bolingbroke difparages; and, at the fame
Time, extols the Writings of Tacitus.—T'he Remains
of Tacitns, He tells us, ¢ are precious Remains *.”
Thole of the f7aly Sorlpture, ¢ me dark and imper-
“ ftlt Accounts 1. In Tai*ns, <« Hilory pre-
“ {r1v 5 her Inte vty and her Luftre}.”  In the
£y 8o oy nfbcad of Hiflory, you have ¢ an
¢« He poon Pables; which can pretend to nothing
¢ bat fo e inferutal le Truths, and therefore ufelefs
¢« to Mankind §.”—Yvery Line of Tadites has
Wei-ht |, and cannet be mentioned withcut Admi-
ration. VW haieas, the fucred Hiyflery is put upon a
Level with the I xtravagancices of .fmadis of Gaul t,
and « can never gain fufficient Credit from any rea->
¢ fonable Man > ¥.”

IVha is this ncir cumeifedPhiliftine, faid Dawid, that
H: fhould d:fy the Arinies of the living GOD 142 And.

who-

* Pag 161. t Pag. 108. 1 Pag. 161.  § Pag. 101,

|| Pag. 161, 4+ Pag. 121,

#* Pag. 118.—If, 1a the Pages I have refericd to, and the
Semtences I have quoted, my Lord docs not aim at the Scrap-
twal Records, 1 thall very willingly, nay, moff gladly acknow-
ledse my felf miftaken.  To me, atter areprated and attentive
Perufal of the JSallages, He appears to mcan tiofe, and thofe
pranctaly. lﬁmeaus, accordaing to s own Profeffion, fuck
antient Hyjlory as He hau been deferibing (lee Page 118.) and 1
am very fure, the principal Subje& of the preceding Sheets, was
the acred.—But why fhould not his Lordflup fpeak his Sent:-
ments planly ¢ Is it for Want of Ingenuity? Or owing 10

- Duffidence in the Caufe?

1+ 1 Sam, xvii. 26,
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who is this Tacitus, would I afk, this darling Auther,
that He thould be raifed to the Skies, while the divine
Hiftorians arc trodden to the Duft ?—If your Lady-
thip is unacquainted with his Charalter, let me give
itin the Words of a moft elegant and mafterly Critic. -
« Having confidered the principal Qualities of
« Tacitus as a Writer and an Hiftorian; I cannot
¢¢ help thinking, that there is a falfe Sublime and
« AffeQation in his Defcription: A Scurulity and
¢ fatyrical Vein, with too cpigrammatical a Con-
¢ cifenefs in his Wity an Acutenefs, but too fpecu-
¢ lative, and a Policy over-rcfined in his Obfava-
¢ tions; a malignant and ill-natured Turn in his
¢ Characters; a Philofophy too abftradicd wnd cle-
¢ vated in his Reafoners, and a Vanityin Lis Learn-
¢ ing. In fhort, that he is in Antiquity a Pedant;
¢ in the Philofophy of Nature a Sceptic; in Morals
¢ loofe ; in Defcription gaudy and pompovs; in Po-
¢ litics fubdolus, refined and knavith #,”

Yet this is the Writer, that muft be placed in fuch
great Superiority to Mafes, fofbua and Samuel. This
the Hiftory (rife Criticifm, and refent the Indignity!)
that is {poken of with Applaufe and Rapture, even
while the facred Annals are treatcd with Difrefpect
and Obloquy.

I might recount the glorious Privileges, exhibited
in this blefled Book ; the ineftimable Promifes, made

to the Righteous; the tenderly compaffionate fnwi-
tations,

~

% The Treatife, which furnifhes me with this Extra&, is
written by Mr. Hunter ; is entitled Obfervations on Tacitus; and,
#f my Reader has not perufed them, I dare venture to aflure
Him, that He has one of the 4ighef Entertainments in polite
Literature yet to come,  Sec pag. 184.
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tations, addrefled to Sinners; the refined and exalted
Difplays of Morality; with many othcr noble Parti-
culars—which it is the Prerogative of Scripture, to
contain—the Wifdom of Mankind, to believe—and
the only Felwity of our Nature, to be interefted in
them, and influenced by them.

But my Lord is ready to agrec en thefe Topics.
He exprefies, in fome Places at leaft, no Diflike of
the dottrinal and prophetical Parts. Nay, He bas
contiived an Expedient, to refcue them from the
Diithonour, which Hg would bring upon the hiffo-
rical. He allows the former, to be written under the
Infpiration of the holy and unerring Spirit. The
latter, he affirms, are ¢ purely human, and there-
¢ fore fallible *.”—Proceeding upon this Suppo-
fition, He fcruples not to reprefent them, as the De-
vices of Craft, or the Blunders of Ignorance {,

I muft beg Leave to obferve, that fuch a Diffinion
is without the leaft Ground of Reality, to fupport it:
And would, if admitted, be an effetiual Method to
Sfulvert the Whole of Revelation.  For, if it could
be proved, that the Authors of this Hiftory were fo
weak, as to {all into palpable Errore, where a com-
men Degree of Sagacity would have fecured them
from miftaking : Or, if they were fo treacherous, as
torpaim upon the World a Multiplicity of Forgeries;
fo impious, as toafcribe their Falfhoods to the GOD
of Truth: Lais would at once ruin their Charadler
as Men, and deftroy their Credit as Writers. At this

Rate,
¢ * Page. g6.

+ That this is no aggravated lm‘)utation, every attentive
Reader of his Lordfhip’s Letters will eafily perceive: And I
beheve, it will appear too plainly fiom the Pallage, to be pio-
duced in the Sequel of this Epifile.
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Rate, who could depend upon their Teftimony in any
Point whatever ?

Befides ; many of the doSkrinal Parts of Scripture
refer to, and are derived f. o, the hiftorical.  If the
latter were a Parcel of Impofitions and Miftukes,
what Degree of Veracity o1 Dignity could the for-
mer claim ? If the Foundationis a Bubble, how <an
the Supeifiru@ture ftand ?—"Vhether his Lordfhp,
by fuch a fpecious Pietence of ferving the Intercfls
of truc Religion, intended fecretly to undermine it, 1
will not prefume to fay.  Fute this T may venture to
declare, that his Scheme is very threwdly calculated
to compafs fuch anEnd.  Grant what his Lordthip
afks ; and what all the Eneimies of Chiiftianity wifh,
will undoubtedly follow.

Farther, Madam—=Such a Diftin®ion 1s contrary
to the exprefs Declaration of the N Teffament :
Which politively aflerts, that ALT. S../l[ll(?t’ is
given by Lafpirat' i of GO D+ —— 2o blefled Lor D,
who was very wdl qudli‘ied to ¢'f «rn T'ruth, and
equally zealous to muinioin it, makes no fuch Dif-
ference.  He ays ingencral, Sea. b the Scriptures +
the whole ColicQion of facr.d Writings.—//7ar-

Jrever Things, adds St Puul, not fome particular
Paflages only, but WH.ITSOLVER TIIINGS
wrre written afyre-time, were writion for onr Learn-
in7y. And muft thercfore have been under fuch a
Divine Supcrintendency, as fecured tivm from all
Poffibility of Krror. Otherwie, they might be
written, not for our Learning, but for our Decepdion.

—-So.

* 2 Tim, 3it. 16. 1 John v. 39. 1 Rom. xv. 4.
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—So that St. Paul’s Dire&ion, is as contrary to Lord
Balinzbroke’s Diftinction, as the Eaft is oppofite to
the Weft. We may as foon bring thofe two Points
of the Hemifphere together ; as reconcile his Lord-
thip’s Refinements, with the Apoftle’s Relirion.
1 belicve, it will be equally difficult, to render his
T ordthip co ~fiflont with Himfelf. His Conceffion over-
throws his Diffinion. Admitting the dotiinal Parts
of the Sciipture to be true, the Veracity of the hifto-
rical i, by meceffary Corf gu-nce, and beyon 1 all Con-
tradiction, cftablithed. ‘i hey are indiffolubly con-
nedted: They mutually bear on, and mutually fuf~
tain cach other: And muft fland or fall zogether.
They are like an Arch moft exaltly finithed ; nota
St e of which can be taken away, without difcon-
cGanyg e whole Strulture : And like an Arch,
frony, tound "5 ws wdll as corre@ly finithed, the
mor - they a9 oy the fliunger they will appear.
238 Lond far s nwdeed, That « CHRIST came
*¢ not to confe-rate all the written Traditions of the
« o He fays ity but where or how docs He
prove 102—DBy wiitten Traditions of the “Azws, T
fupp-fe, we are to underftand all the JLbrew Serip-
tures.  The Drift of the Difcourfe, lcads us to this
Senfe. Now it is apparent, that our Saviour has
actuslly confecrated, has fet the Seal of Authenticity
and Infallibility to the Law of> Mofcs, to the Plalms,
and to the BHiphets + By appealing to them as de-
cifive,and by allowing them to be preditiive, He has
ackyowledged them to be divinely infpired ; to be
unqueftionably true. And a very little Acquaintance
with
* Pag. 94, t Luke xxiv. 44.
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with Fewi/h Antiquities will inform us; that, in thefe
three Partitions, the whole Body of the Hebrew Scrip-
tures is comprehended /—What then becomes of
his Lordfhip’s Affertion? Or to whofe Difcredit
does ittend ? That of the fewifb Scriptures, or that
of Lis own Knowledge ?

I muft defire your Ladyfhip to take Notice of the
Expreffion in this Paffage. It is fomewhat fingular,
and deferves a particular Regard. Written Traditions
is the Phrafe. Every one knows, that we explodc,
and very juftly, thofe fuperfitions Whimfies of ‘the
Fews, which pafs under the Denomination of Tra-
ditions. Yet my Lord thinks proper, to call the
Hiftories of the O/ Tiftament, by this difreputable
Nanme : Only He admits one Difterence, that where-
as the former were tranfmitted by Strength of Ade-
mory, the latter are committed to //7iting.—But
is this an hone/? Reprefentation ? Is this free from all
malignant Difguife ?

Let us put the Matter to the following Trial. The
Word Legend, when applied to any modern Story,
raifes the fame contemptible and abfurd Idea, as the
Word Tradit'on excites, when applied to any Fewi/h
Notion. Would my Lord, or would his Friends s
think, that due Honour or common Juftice was done, *
vo.his Sk.tch of the Hiftory and State of Europe, jf iti‘v
thould be flyled in our public Papers, Lord Boling- .
broke’s written Legends >—The Impiopriety and*
the Malcvolence of fuch a Tide, would be unde-
niable and odious ? Who then can vindicate the Pro-
priety of his Lordfhip’s Language, or clear it from
being a moft injurious Mifreprefentation of the facred ~

8 Re<
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Records ? Which, however fome of the Fa&s might
come down, in a traditionary Channel, to the Wri-
ters 5 by puffing throuzh their Hands, receive the
Stamp of undoubted Caitainty ; and are no longer
T aditions, but Orues.

I with, this had been the ouk Influrce of Artifice
and Impofition, uicd in the Letters under Examina-
tion.  Yhy are fo many 1dic Tales, and feandalous
Storice, ruked toe~ther, and expofid to View - 2
Vehy? but to put a Cheat upon the in attentive
Readr, ond depretiate | the Dignity of the Divine
Vord? Dijpretiate it, mach in the fume Manner, as
its mofl illuftrious Ghject ard Author was formerly
diMonourcd 5 not only by the fi://e Aecerfations, vvith
which He was chaiged 5 but alfo by the / Jensus Ceon-
parys with whom Ile was numbered.—Did my
Loid imagiae, that thefe Tales were really believed,
cven by the warmefl Advocates for Hely Writ? No:

B He

¥ Sce pag. 85, 86, 83.—100.—108, 109.

4 I would by no Mcans mdulge a petulant or cenforious
Humour. Yet I cannot forbear thinking, thot the Scriptares
ae too often deprctiated 1 his Loidthip’s Petdormance :
Sometimes by Sweer 2 Somenmes by Cavil: And fometimes
cven by levonid Approbation, o1 a counterferr fore of Prufs.,
Suzh as—* ff the 1 oundations of Chliﬂl.mny have been laid
¢ in Truth”” Pag. 109.—Pallages which feem favomable to the
¢ Dodune of the Tinity.” Pag. 98. ZThovsh 1 fhould be
. b to fejedl @np Telimony, in Favour of Chuthanity : Sull
u 1c loth to give up fo eruncnt a Name as 1 ord D——¢, to
the Dathical Party 5 Yet 1 cannot prevail upon myviclf to ac-
knowledge, l‘lm arc_much, 1f at all obhacd to IIim, for
thefe poor, jejune, cold Comphiments. Such a Lefumony, and
fuch Complimenis, are jult as feivicaable to he momun(ous
Caule, 15 2 brolen To th is ferviceable to the Lkater, or a Fuot
out of joyut to the Walker.  Prov. axv. 10, ‘Lhey mie, in
Truth, mete » (% @lza—or, as Mr. P mare iorgly ex-
prelles the Sentiment;

They damn with font Prafe,
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He muft know in his Confcience, that they never
were received by the Generality of Divines ; neither
arc mentioned by Authors of Difcernment, unlefs it
be to confute and reject them.—However, be they
credited or not, it was apprehended, they might ferve
a Purpofe.  But whether it be the Purpofe of Inte-
gtity, Impartiality, and Truth, I leave to the Deter-
mination of others.

Still it is urged, That thefe Scripturcs are ¢ full of
¢ Additions, Interpolations, and T'ran(pofitions *.”’
—That they are ful of Additions, is more eafily
afferted, than evinced. I can find but one Inftance,
fpecified by his Tordfhip. Which is the Account
of the Death and Sepulture of AZyfs, with a fort
¢ of funeral Pancgyric },” recorded in the laft Chap-
ter of Denterenomy.  Here, it is taken for granted,
that we are reduced to a terrible Dilemma—cither to
own, that this Paragraph was writtenn by Mofes bim-
lelf; and then we may expect to hear of Impofiibility
and Ablurdity—or elfe, that it is all fuppofititious
and then the Scriptuics muft have pafled through tam-
paring Fingers, and fuffered Adulteration.—But
fuppofe this fmall Appendix was made by Fofbua: A
Man, whole Mind was illuminated, and his Hand
guided, by the Spirit of the Moft High? Does fuch
an Addition deferve to be branded with an fgnom:-
nious, or cven brought into Ducﬁccm by a fufpicious
Charaller *—Or, what if fome “wther Prophet,
whofe Name is unknown, Yoper-added this valuable
Arnccdote ! Is the Concealment of the Penman’s
Nume fufficient, to impeach the Genuinenefs, or

invali-
* Pag. 95, 96. + Pag. 100,
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invalidate the Authority, of the Paflage ? Efpecially,
fince it has been approved by other infpired Writers,
and received the Imprimatur of the Holy Ghoft ?—
I know not whe is the Printer of his Lordthip’s
two Volumes; yet though ignorant of this Circum-
ftance, for other wery fatisfuctory Reafons, T have no
Doubt but they are the genuine Productions of his
Pen.

My Lord would have done well to confider—
‘Whether it was a probable or a pra&ticable Thing,
to interpolate a Set of Books, which were ftudied
with fo much Accuracy, and kept with o much Vi-

_gilance.  The Number of whofe Verfes, efpecially
in the Pentateuch, was computed ; and the Arrange-
ment of the very Letters known. Whether, after
the Coming of Chrift, the jealous Eye which the
Feres and Chriftians had on each other, was not an
unfurmountable Bar againft any Innovations or
mateiial Alterations ?—As for Tranfpofitions, they
are ufcd by the moft approved Hiftorians. When
ufed with Judgment, they redound to the Reputa-
tion of the Writer, and encreafe the Plealurc of the
Reader. And would his Lord{hip make that a Dil-
paragement of the facred Narrative, which is a Re-
commendation of any ordinary Compofition ?

But my Lord imagines, that He has found out a
fubftantial Reafon for the afore-mentioned DiftinGion
—has deteCted fuch Improprieties in the facred Nar-
rative, .as"(contradi& all our Notions of Order and’
“« Pf/fuﬂ'ice * 2 He produces, by Way of Specimen,

_the Cafe of Mah, denouncing a Curfe upon Canaan.

B2 —This,
* Page 110.
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—This, 1t feems, is the capital Abfurdity; this
the glaring Error; which, He concludes, is fuffi-
cient to uncanonize the Hiftorics of the Old Tefla-
mnt, and degrade their Writers from the Clafs
of Infpiration.—This, therefore, if your Lady-
{lip plecafes, we will examine o little more particu-
larly. '

The Charge in genceral is thus expreffed. <€ One
¢ is tempted to think, that the Patriaich was flill
¢ drunk; and that no Man in his Senles, could hold
¢ fuch Language, or pafs fuch a Sentence.”’—
Was I at Leifure to ciiticife upon Words, 1 fhould
be tempted to cbierve, that the Ii&tion ¢ no Man
«¢ could Zsid fuch Language,” may be Freuch, but is
fcarcely Luat/h. Howecver, from the Expreflion I
pafs to the Sentiment.—This, for Condour and So-
lidity, is much like the RefleCtion of the Fews, on
the memorable Day of Peatecofl. When the Apoftles
addrefled the Inbabitants of vaiious Countiies, each
in his own native Tongue ; fome of their Hearers
afcribed this miraenlons Ability—to what? We are
amazed, when we read—to the z';zta:::'mti}zg Power
of Wiac*, Strange! that exceflive Drinking, which
incapacitates other People for talking common Scnfe,
fhould cnable the Difciples of CHRIST te fpeak
all Kaids of Languages 1—Is it not equally f’frange,
that a drunken Diforder fhould en=}le the Patriarch
to dehver Prophecics, and foretel fidars Events ?
Weich {as I hope to prove) was the real It nort of
o Speach, ‘.

Pcihaps,'
* AQs i, 13,
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Perhaps, this Curfe may feem to be the Effe&, if
not of diforderly Indulgence, yet of intemperate Paf-
fin.  And how incompatible is this, with the Cha-
raler of a Preacher of Righteoufnefs? Surcly Noah
fhould not have been fo forward, to call for the Thun-
derbolts of Vengeance. Any benevolent Man, much
more a pious Progenitor, would rather have deprecated
the Blow.—1 wondcr, his Lordfhip did not ftart
this Obje&ion.  Which would have been much more
plaufible, and much lefs thocking. To this, in Cafe
it had becn ftarted, we might reply ;—That Nouh
a&ed as the Oracle of GOD. This and many other
-fach Paffages, which feem to be Imprecations are
really Predictions.  Holy Men fpoke, as they were
influcnced by the Spirit; and uttercd, not the Sug-
geftion of their own Minds, but the Will of Almighty
G OD.—Which inclines me to think, it might be
no lefs proper, and much more fuitable to the pro-
phetic Style, if we tranflated fuch Paflages, as -
catives, rather than Imperatives ; making them decla-
ratory of what is decreed in the Cabinet of Heaven,
and will as certainly take Place, as if it already ex-
ifted. Curfed is, rather than be, Canaan. Blefled of
the LORD 75, inflcad of Ze, his Land', Deut. xxxiii,
13. Thus Ifaiab, foretelling the Incarnation of that
wondetful and adorable Perfon, whom He ftyles The
mighty GOD, fays, To us a Child 7s bern *,  So,
calling the Thing."that are not, as though they tvere.—s
Such a Mdhner of fpcaking, would remove from this
pa%a/r?.aﬁ'agc, all that founds bar/b, or feems ur-
B3 charitablr :

* I, ix. G,
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charitable : and would, in the general, impart an un-
equal Majiofly * to the Language of Scripture.

It was GOD then, and not Man, from whonx
this avenging Sentence came. And GOD, to thew
his utter Deteftation of all Iniquity; to manifeft his
fingular Delight in all Virtue; frequently takes Occa-
fion to denounce Vengeance, or promife Happinefs,
when fome notorious Evil is committed, or fome lau-
dable Good performed. And was there not a moft
notorious Evil committed here ?—Charity, fays the
Apottle, covereth all Things 4+ : draws a Veil over the
various Infirmitics of every common Neighbour. But
this Man (Man fhall I fay? rather Monfter of In-
gratitude) fees the Shame of a Futler—an aged 1 Fa-
ther,—a pious Father 3 and inflead of concealing,
when He cometh forth, He telleth it.— Fools they are,
abandoned Profligates, that make a Meck a: Sin. What
Name then can be bad enough, for a profane and
un-natural Wretch; who makes Sport with a Pa-
rent’s Folly, a Parent’s Sinfulnefs, a Parent’s Mife-
ry?—Surely this was a moft flagrant Violation of
filial Reverence, filial Love, and filial Duty §. Which

not

* Blefed be, is what any holy Perfon might fay, and coms
Prehends no more than a fupplicatory ' enediflion.  B'tfe? s,
uits only the Mouth of a Prophet, and mplies an autforitative
Blefling.

+ Corinth. xiit. 7. wale c<fri.  This is one Article in the
finclt Difplay of focral Virtue, that ever®age exhibited to the
World, And fhould, I think, be tranflated (M feareth, but)
covercth or conccaleth all Things. The natural Insp,, . - f the
Word juflifies, and the Coutext evidently requires, thix Senfe.
Otherwile, the firt and luit Claufes of the Verfe, will cb-iocide
in their Méanng ; or rather make an unaneaning Tautology:

1 Levit. xix. 3e.

§ The Turpitude and Immonality of this Offence, will ap-

pear in blacker Colours, if we confider the very pectdiar Rev -
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not only implied fo many particular Offences, each
attended with its refpeczive Guilt, but indicated the
Offender to be deflitute of 4/ Piety. For, to argue
in the Apoftle’s Strain ; How could this Man vene-
rate a Father in Heaven, whom He had not feen ; if
hc was fo irreverent to a Father on Earth, whom He
had feen?

But fuppofing the Turpitude and Immorality of the
Adtion to be very enormous, and fuch as deferved
fomefignal Vengeance : the Vengcance, it is obje&-
ed, was mifapplied. < For, Hum alone offended :
¢¢ Canaan was innocent.” My Lord is not fure

_ ahat Canaan was innocent ; though He afferts it pretty .
confidently. The contrary Notion has obtained
among the Fews. Theyapprehend, that Canaan was
firft in the Tranfgreflion, and, inftead of being re-
proved, was imitated by his Father. Bilhop Patrick,
Mr. Pool; and other eminent Commentators, think
this to be no improbable Opinion.

If his Lordfhip was un-acquainted with the Hebrew,
He will fcarcely be thought qualified to pronounce fo

B 4 peremp-
rence, which, in thofc Days of primitive Simplicity, was paid
20 any aged Perfon, much more to an aged Parent.

Credebant hoc grande nefas, £ Mortc pranduw
. 80 Fuvems Ietulo non affurrexerat, & f
o Barbato cuwicungue Puere

Juven. Satyr. XIII.

‘We may fee, fom that awful Threatning, Prov. xxx. 17.
with what g«iremc Deteflation the moft holy GO D refents
“natural Behaviour. 2%e Eye that MOCKETH AT
PATHER, and defpifeth to obey his Mother, the Ravens of

ley fhall pick it out, and the young Eagle fiall eat it. Nay,
"fhould Teem from this Text, as though all Nature was ready
to tellity its Abhorrence of fuch a Crime; and, rather than it
fhould efcape condign Punifiment, the mofl infcofible Aniwals

would rife up to cxecute Vengeance,
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peremptorily concerning a Cafe iclated in that Lan-
guage. If Hewas acquainted with the Osieaal, He
adts foniewhat unfairly in faying ; * LU'his INotion is
¢ not only without, but againtl the cxpreis Autho-
¢ g.y of the "Fext *. J'or He muil kaow, that it
reccives fome Countenance cven foown the ‘Flextitfelf,
1 would by nc Mcans <ifind your Lad,fhip’s Eyes,
with any rugged Figures, or uncouth Cuotations,
Dut you may venluic to believe ine, when I afiure
you, That.the moft calt Tranfluvon of Verfe 24th
is, Noah fuotw wwhar Li: Sonr fald die to Hiny [he or
#hat little gire . Flem could not o properly be flyled
The litt’e eney fince e wis the niiddlemofi, and is
always placed in ihat Order: Shew, Ham, Fapheth,
But the Defeniption agrees perfeclly well with Cunaan,
the Grandfon of Aoab: and it was cuftomary among
the Fows, to call the Grandchildren, tixc Sons of their
Grandfather 1.

Cunaan, it is added ¢ wos ulone curfed.”’—
The FFords would run fmoother, 1f tranfp.ifed in this
Manner, Canaan alone was curfed. .- for the FaZ,
that wants fomc better Confirmativ.r, than my Lord’s
bare Affertion. To me it i< evident, that 7{am was
not exempted from the Cutle. Whae? I it did not
fall upon Him in Perfon? yet, to be puniflicd in kis

] Oftsprlng,
* Pag. 111.

1 Though it would have been very urpolitapgn quote Hedrew
in writing to a Lady : it may be judgcd propefdecrhaps be
thought neceflary, now the Letter sy made public, to prusice the
original Exprcflion. ‘T'hat, wherean Argunient is derived “.'(p,m
the precfe Sigmfication ot the Phiale, the ferued Reader LY

B

examine and determine for Thmichi. — 0 552 Gen. ix. 24,

"T'he Woid 1op is ufed of Bewanun, jacod’. youngelt Son, and
tranflated a little one, Gen. xhiv. co.
3 Gen. xxix. 5. 1 Chron, i, 17.
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Offspring, muft be very afi@ing, and no lefs
afliciing,
But hold—my Lord has foreftalled us in this Re-
p'y. Inftead of waiting for it, or acquiclcing in it;
ic plays it upon us, with an Air of Triumph.
« Will it be faid—this has been faid—That Hum
“ was punifhed in his Pofterity *,”—It has: and
with his Loidfhip’s Leave, T will venture to .fay
it again. Nor fhould I, in cafe Lord Belingbroke
was alive, have went farther than bis orwn Breaft, for
a Lroof of my Affertion.  Would Hp, with all his
exalted 1deas of Liberty, have thought it no Punifh-
#ment on Himfeif; provided He had been the Futher
of Children, to have heard them doomed to a State
of Sicooy; nay, to be, as He very rightly cxplains the
frcred Phrafe, < the vileft and worft of Slaves 77—
Efpecially if, like ffam, He was appointed, in the
Courfe of Previdence, to be the Father of feveral
Nations #—And il the Poom had been prenounced
by a Ferfon, of whele prophetic Spirit there was fo
inconteffable wn Evidence, as the univerial Inunda-
tion was cf Abab™s?
since my Lord has no more Communication with
us 0. our Affuirs, T appeal (o0 any, to cvery parental
Heart. Let Nature—iond, compaficnate, yearn-
ing Nature fperk—Vhcther the Inflidtion of fuch
a Penalty on the Son (perhaps a favourite Son, like
Jofeph) the Sun’s Sons, and the lateft Pofterity—
W hetlsg #5/s be not properly a Punifhment of the Fa-
thez#"W hether the Father muft not feel by Anticipa-
S n; what his wretched Progeny muft endure in Re-
ality ?

% Pag. 111,
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ality?—Nuture once fpeke to fuch a Query, and
this was her Language : O my §on Abfzlom ! my Son,
my Son Ablulom ! £¥on)1 GO D 1 bud dicd for Thee !
O Abfalom, sy Son, sy Sou* ! Did Hiftory ever re-
cord, or'Pactry ever event, fo melancholy a Moan?
kt breathes the very Scul of Woe; and exemplifici the
Sentiment, which his Lordihip would explode.

David, it is plain, was punifhed in the calamitous
Exit of this youngz Piince; in the Difafters {uftained,
and the Diforders committed, by his other Children .
Adam thought Himfclf pumihed in the Ruin which
Ile brought upon the human Race ; and laments it,
in the moft pathetic Terms, as the fevereft Diftrefs -
attending his Apoftacy {.—One wifer than Adam,
One greater than David, whole Judgment is always
according to Truth, is evidently of the fame Opinion:
and, for that Reafon, has formed the San&ion of a
moft facred Commandment, upon this very Principle:
He will vifit the Dniguitics of the Fathers upon the Chil-
dreny unto the thivd and fourth Gencration of them that
baie Him.~—What GOD has fo exprefly threat-
ened, He bhas actually donc: not on this only, but
on various other Emurgencies.  Thus Efaz fuffered

in

# 2 Sam. xviri. 21 t 2 Sam. xi1. 10:,

wJ
4 See the whole of Adan’s difconfolate Complaint ; Part of
which arc the following Lines:

e
-Yet wrlly if here would eva:.
The Mijery ; i deferv’d it, and would bear ~N
My ow Defervinus : but this will not fer ve.
All that 1 eat, or drink, or fhall beget,
Is prepagated Curfe. O Foue ! once htard
D-lghtfully, Tocieafe and muluply ;

Avw Death to hoar!
Yarad, Loll. Book X, 79"
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in'his Defcendants * 5 Febu in his P‘amily + s and A
=zckiak in his Childrent. Who all, like the Cenaan-
ites, were Children of their Father’s Difobedience § 3
Inheritors of their Sin, as well as of their Name.—
But this would aaticipate the Reply to another Ob-
Jjedtion.

Where is the Equity of curfing a People, that are
yet unborn 2 Does not this ¢ contradict all our No-
¢¢ tions of Order and of Juftice 2”’—It may be con-
trary to onr Notions, or at leaft it would be unjufti-
fiable in owr Praliice. But is it quite otherwife,
with regard to the all-feeing GOD. sl it not
agreeable to the ftricteft Rules of Juftice, for a Ma-
giftrate, when He has heard the Witnefles, fummed
up the Evidence, and found the Prifoner guilty—Is it
not agrecable to the ftricteft Rules of Juftice, to pafs
Sentence upon fuch a Criminal? The Queflion can
admit of no Doubt. Yet it is equally certain, that
this was the very Cafe, with reference to the fupreme
Judge, and thofe Sinners the Cunaanites.—They
pra&ifed the grofleft and moft inhuman Idolatries,
‘They abandoned themfelves to the moft horrid Im-
moralities : {fuch as violated Naturc; confounded
all Order; and fuch as it would be fhocking even
to, mention |.—Now all thefe provoking Crimes,
were prefent to the View of HIM, by whofe Infpi-
ration Nzah {pake. He faw them with the fame cir-
cumftantis.i Exa&nefs, as if they had been already

- perpes

* Compare Gen. xxvii. 40. with ¢ Sam. viii. 14. Thou jhalt
Jerve thy Brother : Here, is the Sentence. AU they of Ldom be-
come David’s Scrvants : Here, its Execution.

+ Hofca 1. 4. t Ifzi. xxxix. 6, 7,
§ Morum quogue Filii.  Juvenal, Satyr. X111,
: || Levit, xviu, 24.
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perpetrated.—T.et us take thefe very important Par-
ticulars into Confideration, the excefow Wickednefs
of thole Nations, and the ali=fore-fecing Difcernment
of JEHOV AH, and then who will dare to infi-
noote ? 'That the everlufting Sovereign acted un-
juitly. That e Jaunched the Lightnings of his
Indignation, in an arblrary Manner, or upon an in-
nocent People.—\ho will be fo precipitate, as to
cfiim with my Leid 7 "I'hat ¢ no other Writer but
¢ a Jew, could impute to the Utconomy of divine
¢ Providence the Accomplifhment of fuch a Predic-
¢ tion 3 nor make the Supreme Being the Executor
< of fuch a Curfe *.”
‘I’ne former of thofe Circumftances will appear in
a proper Light, what his Lordfhip calls, ¢ the Cru-
¢« cliies committed by Fofua in the Conqueft of the
¢ Cunaarites.”” 1t will make them appcar to be Acts
of righteous Vengeance ; a much nceded and moft de-
firable Extirpation of a peflilout Feople: altogether
as ferviceable to the Public, as it was formerly, to de-
flioy the WP%ulves from our Iland 5 or as it is, at pre-
fent, to deliver over fome flagiiisus Malefa&tors to
the Sentcnce of the Law.—Yet the Exccution of
this Vengeance was dclayed, Year after Year, Cen-
tury after Century. “The Seed of Abrabam, for feve-
ral Ages, were not permitted to enter upon the Inf-
feflion of their deitined Inheritance ; becaule the Ini-
quity of _i//e ./I.mritr:, which was the Coq{;(i of their
Extcimination, was not yet fuil +.—Does ‘o then,
befpeak the Man of Jztogrity, to reprefent tho}t‘ﬁv
ceedings of Fifhwa, under the ablorred lmage ‘;\
Cruclties 5

* Pag. 120, 1 Gen, xv. 16,
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Cruelties ; which were A&s of a Juftice, exem~
plary, falutary, and greatly to be revered. Is it be-
coming an horieft Inquirer after Truth, to fuggeft,
without the leaft Shadow of Proof, a /f:/ffh and ma-
lignant Reafon, for the Deltru&ion of the Canaanites;
when a Reafon, the moft equitable in its Nature, the
molt beneficial in its Confequences, is cxprefly and
repeatedly affigned by the facred [Hiftorian * ?—This
I refer to your Ladythip’s Decifion, Who, I am
{ure, will not err on ti:e uncharitable Extreme. Yet
I belicve, will find it difficult, with all your Good-
naiuicy to acquit the Author of thefe Letters from
_the Charge of Difingennity.

Muay 1 not add I—This Way of firctelling, vet
refpiting the Punithment, is aiacious both in itfelf,
and in its Conivguences.—7i itfelf : becauie, a Re-
pricve is always reckoned an Alleviztion cf the Sen-
tence, even though it be not the Forerunner of a
Pardon.~—1n ity Confeguences : becaufe, it afforded
larze Space for Recoilection, and fliould have awak-
ened the Offenders to a Senfe of their Guilt. Je

thould

* Gen. xv. 16. Deut. ix. 5. FOR THE WICKED-
NESS ¢f thofe Nutions, the LORD, tiy GOD duth drive them
out frem before Thee.~-See allo Levit, xvui 25, Where the
facrcd Wiiter defiribes therr execralile and un-parall¢led Vile-
nch, by one of the fliongelt vad boldeit Figures imnaginable.
So Nile they were, that the vary Country loathed them ; was
weary to bear thom; and atled Lle a dilgufled paufeating
Stomach, when opprctled with toul and offenfive Food : the
Land 1_!/(‘/{_',;~szn!/t vut her hidabitants.—Let no Jqueamift Critic

betray, '35 falle 'Talte, and mor/e Temper, by carping at the
ExpaZition.  But et all be aflomihcd at the o werggeous Impicty
fﬂthc Canaantes 5 and adore the vindiieve Aim ot JEH Q-
%W A ; and acknowledge, that fuch hortible Mifcreants were
(vot fur fome Reafons of Stte, as my Loid 1s pleafed to infi-
nuate, deerzed only, but weie) see!’y, and on the molt fubflantiat
, Principles of Juflice, an accurfed Race.  Pog. 112,
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thould have incited themn to ufe all poflible Diligence
to avert the Doom, both by a perfonal Reformation,
and by cducating their Families religioufly. Why
did they not a&, as King Abab alted *, and argue us
the Men of Nineveh argued +; in a following Age,
but on a like Occafion?—Inftead of this; inftead
of betaking themfelves to Confideration and Prayer,
to Repentance and Amendment, they ran to the fume,
to greater Excefs of Ungodlinefs.

So that thefe People, being evidently Inheritors of
their Father’s finful Nature, and obftinately' per-
fifting in their Father’s finful Ways, were o/} de-
Jervedly Partakers of his Curfe.  And though GOD
is that uncontroulable Sovereign, w/s giveth not, is-
under no Obligation to give, Accsunt of any of bis
Marterst; though he often has Reafons for his IDif-
penfations, abfolutely unfearchable by any Mortal ;
yet, I/lere He is clearly vindicated even before Men
—-even Lcfore the Sinners themfelves.  They them-
felves muft confefs the Juflice of their Doom ; and
own, That GUD hath done righteoufly, but they have
done wickedly. ‘That GOD has thewed all Long-
Suftering ; and given full Warning, before the Blow
fell.  Whereas they, notwithftanding this 1'or-
bearance and this Admonition, have continucd in-
corrigible ; and without any other Change, but that
of becoming more confummatcly vile.

Agreeably to all this, and conformably to the moft
+acknowledged Rules of Equity, it is declsed by the
facred Hiftorian, That the Amorites, the DeMnts

\of

* 1 Kings xMi. 27,29, + Jomahiii. 9. § Job xxxiii, 18,
8 .
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of Canaan, fuffered not, till they had flled up the
Meafure of their Inighities * ; their ozom, as well as
their Father’s.—All which, I fhould imagine, is
fufficient, not only to ju/tify the Counfels, but to gl-
rify the Judgments, of the great JEHOV AH.
Sufficient alfo to farisfy any Inquirer, who is (as my
Lord very handfomely cxprefies Himfelf) ¢ candid
¢ but not implicit, willing to be informed yet curi-
¢ ous to cxamine.”

My Lord’s Curiofity t5 exanine, fhall I fay? Or his
Refolution to be diffatisfied ? proceeds ftill farther.
Accordingly he adds; ¢ who does not fee, that the
¢ Curfe and the Punifbment, in this Cafe, fell on
¢ Canaan and his Poftcrity, exclufively of the reft of
<« the Pofterity of HHam+ #”—'T'he Particle of, fo
frequently repeated, in a Single Sentence, can hardly
be adinired as an Elegance | of Speech. But, taking
na more Notice of fuch little Biemifhes, 1 fhall con-
fider the Weight, not the Polifh, of his Lordfhip’s
Arguments.—As for this Argument, I verily think,
when laid in the Balance of Impartiality and Can-
dour, it will be Sund wanting.  For, admitting the
Objection in its full Scope, what follows ? Why, that
the righteous G OD pardoned forme Criminals, when
Hc might juftly punith @/l Ard if it fhould have

’ pleafed

* Gen. xv. 16. + Paz. 110. 112,

1 This, and one or two preceding Remarks of the fame Na-
ture, are frarcely worth our Nouce. Neither fhould I have
mention # them, had they not_fell in my Wav ; ard were it not
to p#fa Query upon the popular Notion, That s Lordfhip’s
Seis {o corred, clegant, and noble, as 1o be a Standard for
wre Writing. It cannot, in mv Apprehenfion, juftly claim this
1onour. If others think differently, 1 leave them to enjoy
their Opinion ; and fhall not (though 1t wouid be ealy cnough
o multiply Proofs) add a Woid more upon the Subjeét.
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pleafed the Supreme Judge, to repeal the Sentence,
and remit the Penalty, with sgard to fome Offen-
ders, who flhall arraign his Condu&l? Who fhall cen-
fure his Providence ? T'o cxercife Mcrcy is his great
Prerogative : an A& not of Dcbt, but of royal
Bounty, which He excrcifes, whe and to whom, it
feemeth good in his Sight: [ will buve Morcy on
whor I will have Mercy *, is his Lizh and holy Re-
folve.

I might thercfore anfwer his Lordfhip’s Queflion,
by afking anotier.  Which I might propofe, ir the
plain but folemn Words of our LORD JESUS
CHRIST. < If thife are fparcd, while zhofc are
« punithed, what is that to Thee ¢ Is thine Eye cvil,
« becarfe GOD is cood 2”—But [ fhall rather reply
to the Chjeltion, by denying the Fa&t. The J'u-
nithment was not confined to Cancan and his Pof-
terity. It rcached the other Defcendants of Mo g
Mifraim Him{lf, the father of the £gyptiuns (as will be
fhewn in a proper Place) not excepted.  Canaan,
tis true, is particularly mentioned.—Decanfe, He
was (as from this very Circumftance is extremely pro-
beble) an Lfecomplice + with Ham, in the Breach of
filial Duty.—Becaufe, this Branch of the Family
was more than ordinurily corrupt, nay, beyend Mea-
Jfure vicious.—DBccaule tite Canaanites weie, in the
fir/t Place, and in the fudly? Mauner, to fecl tlie Ef-

feQls
* Rom. ix, 16.

t This is rendered il more credibie, by that' S riicularity
of Style, which the Scripture ufes in {peaking of Heme  Huin
the Father of Canaan, Gen. 1x. 12, 8. Why of Caph 2 fo
efpecially ? Tlad He no other Children, other Sons P—Sevggl
other.—But this 1.fudlion feems to be a Brand of Infamv, fCt<-

upon the Offender; and intimates, that He who was Faiber ~f
Canaan by Blood, was tus Partner, was ins Brother in Iuiquili'. \
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folls of the Cwrfe.amAnd Mifes, being charged With
2 Commiffion to execute the Vengeance on this Peow
ple only, had no Occafion to concern Hithfelf with any
other. Juft as the Sheriff of a County, demanding
the Body of a condemned Malefa&tor, produces the
Dead-Warrant for 4is Exccution; without intere
meddling, or thinking Himfelf under any Neceflity
to inter-meddle, with the other Prifoners in the Jayl,
—This leads me to a new, and, if I judge right,
by far the moft important Inquiry; namely, whether
the Curfe was executed, as well as prowounced.

As I haften to the Proof of this Particular, my
"Lord embarrafles and retards me with a freth Ob-
ftacle. He Himfelf has thought proper to inform us,
“ why the Pofterity of Canaan wis to be deemed an
¢ accurfed Race,” But he lets the Warld knows
¢ It is not fo eafy to account, why the Pofterity of
« the righteous Shem, that great Example of filial
¢ Reverence, became Slaves to another Branch of
« the Family of Ham, during more than fourkore
¢« Years*.””—I am by no Means convinced, that
the Point propofed enters into the Merits of our
Caufe. Should the Reafons for this Difpentation re~
main an impenetrable Secret ; yet, if we clear up the
Propricty, and demonttrate the Eguity of the Curfe
denolinced ; we compafs our main End, and cqnfnte
the grand Cenfure. However, a8 the %ﬁdp is
prefent, it fhall be confidered ; .And thougb lun
Lordfhip thould affe& to h’--r,Idmﬁnthgr in

whala Qignity, 1
Wy
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"'ery wedo the Jfraclie Sojouraers in' Egpptd-—ices
A Reafory oceurs, that'is worthy of-agracious {3 O Dy
wnd greatly for the public Good. - That they mizht
carry thither the Knowledge of the cverlafting JE-
HOVAH, and of the promifed MESSIAH; of
the only acceptable Method of Worthip, and the only
ffectual Way of Salvation.—As  Egypt was the Pa-
rent. of Literature, and the Fountin-Head of Sci-
énce: ad Men of Letters and Curiofity caime, from
all Parts of the World, to complete their Studies at
Egypt: if thefe hcavenly Doltrines were reccived
T HERE, they would be more likely, fome Streams
of tliem at leaﬁ to be transfufed into a/ Climes, and _
improve ¢very Nation. So that the People of the
LORD the only Depofitaries of divine Philofophy,
‘Were fettled in this Land of gereral Refort, with
much the fame wife and beneficent Views, as the
ableft Profeffors of Le‘atnmg are placed at our famouc
‘Umverﬁtxe% L
" Bok whir were they’ Skves in Egypr?——’rhh

réﬁt e 'to try them, and to'humble them; to fbew
hént whit was in their Heart, and to Purge out their
Drols. We are taught in Scripture, that the Al
‘mighty thaftens whom He loves; and fcburges the
Mei'xA whorh He' receiveth to Himfelf. ' Everi the
‘biathen Claffics, my Lord’s favourite 'Authers, have
freq\fenﬁy réiarked ; That Adverfity is a School,
in whick both private Perforrs, and piiblic Societies,
hdve learfied the moft herol¢ Virtues:—«Befides ;
Hhig mighebe Intended to' animate and' Infpltie the
APhaiey-for th¥ir Tnivfion of Candiith, ' The+" *zg.e.
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in the general, a fupine and groveling * Set of Peoplq..,
Had they been fettled in a State tolerably eaﬁr, orin.
Territories that were but moderately commedious;_
they might never have afpired after the Land flowing
with Milk and Honey ; never have ‘made any refolute
Efforts, to poflefs their deftined Inheritance. But,
being driven by the Lafh, and inftigated by the Goad,
of pungent galling Slavery, they were evenconftrained
to burft the Chains, and pufh their Way to Liberty
and Canuan. Their infupportable Slavery, was fome-
what, like bend.ng the Bow, and ffraining the String,
in order to launch the Arrow.~—Farther; GOD
Ahmghty aflures Abraham, that his Seed, though ene
"flaved for a while, fhould come sut of their Bondage
with great Subflance+t; with the Silver, the Gold,
the Jewels, and the choiceft Treafures of Egypt. So
that, when labouring for their Taft Maflers, they
were, in Fa&, labouring for themfelves. The Wealth .
of the Oppreflors, was laid up for the Opprefled.
And the Seafon of their Afli@ion in the Enemies
Country, was like the rigorous Coid of Winter
which, far from obftru&ing, only makes Preparation
for the Bloffoms of Spring, and the Fruits of Au~
tumn.—Thefe Confiderations might have folved tlu
Difficulty to his Lordthip, as a Politician. ‘
Other Reafons are fugge(’ced by our . .Dmmt,t,;
which, if my Lord had thought it worth his while to
regard, mngh: have given better Satisfaltion, and
P T Ca2 yielded

* Leét none imagine, that the Wifdam of GO D is impeach
by fele&ting to. Himlclf, 2 People of chiis Charater. "His
mency, his Forbeqrance, and all thofe Senign PerfeRtiotis, which

re lo neceffary for the Salvation of Sinners, are hereby difplayed
With peculiar Advantage, add 10 dur unfpeakable Confoladgn.
! t Gen. xv.14.

-
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yiclded more Edification. They would have remind-
ed the right honourable Querift—That fuch a gloomy
Afpe of the Fewih Affairs, made way for the
brightef Manifeftation of GOD’s glorious Attri-
butes : of his Power, in refcuing them from their ty-
rannical Rulers: of his Faithfulnefs, in fulfilling his
Promife, made to their Fathers; of his Goodnefs, in
fupporting and condu&ing them ; 4eeping them, amidit
the moft formidable Dangers, as the Apple of an Eye;
and bearing them, even through the moft infuperable
Difficulties, as on Eagle’s Wings*. This alfo opened
a moft confpicuous Theatre, for that amazing Train of
Miracles ; which have been, in all Ages, as fervice-
able to the Faith of Chriftians, as they were formerly
conducive to the Welfare of the Fews.—They would
farther have informed his Lordfhip, and have con-
firmed their Opinion by apoftolical Authority ; That
the Whole of this moft wonderful Tranfa&ion, was
typical of fpiritual Things : was a Series of /iving Lef-
fons ; delivered, according to the Eaftern Method of
conveying Knowledge, in Figures and Emblems.
The Egyptian Bondage was a Refemblance of our
natural Condition ; which is a State of the moft abje&t
Slavery to Sin.—The arbitrary and injurious Im-
pofitions of the Tafk Maflers fhadow forth, though
but faintly, the Tyranny of unruly Appetites, and

imperious

* See Deut. xxxii, 10, 13, Thefe, I think, 3re moft de-
Yightful and énimitably delicate Reprefentations. Lt the pious
Critic try, if He can conceive thofe tender Offices, that un-inter=
mitted Vigilance, and Afliduity of protetling chsrifhing Cares,
w Wesxprcﬂed in thefc fine Images. For my Part, I owg
‘myfel¥ incapable of defcribing them.” But moft earneftly wifly
that every lgeaderas well as myfclf, may learn them in that
of Schools, the School of Experience.
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impious Paffions.—That barbarous Edi& for the
Deftruétion of all the infant Males, fitly enough re-
prefents the genuine Tendency of carnal and corrupt
AffeQtions ; which deftroy our true Comfort; fubvert
our nobleft Interefts; are as Death to the Joys and"
to the Hopes of our Souls.—Their Deliverance from
that miferable State, was an expreffive Sign of our
Redemption, from the Guilt and the Dominion of
Sin*. Both which the LORD JESUS accom-
plithes : the one by Price, the other by Power. Not
by flaying the Firft-born, but by fhedding his own
Blood : not by foftening Rocks into a Stream, but
taking away the Heart of Stone: not by turning the
Current of Fordan backward, but by turning all our
Defires into a new Channel.—The many Troubles
and Oppofitions they met with in the Wildernefs, ex«
hibit a lively PiQure of the Moleflations that attend,
and the Temptations that affault, the Chriftian. Trials
await Us. Snares are around Us. Through many.
Confli&ts, and much Tribulations, We muft enter into
the Kingdom of Heaven. Only let us beware, left,
like the ungrateful Ifraelites, We forget the GOD
of our Salvation, and fall after the fame Example of

C i: Unbelief.
* The divine Writer to the Hebrews, makes the Land of
Canaan, typical of a better Country, even of an Heavenly, Heb. xi.
16. xit,22. According to the Tame, Author, the peaceful Set-
tlement of the Ifraclites \n Canaan, fuggefled to their Thaughts,
and pointed out to their Faith, that everlafting Ref which res
maineth for the People of GOD, Heb. iii. 4, 5, &c. Since
the Terminus ad quem (as the School-men f] akz is evidently
myftical and allegorical : may we not conclude, that the Zermis:
aps g guo ismyflical and allegorical likewile ? Then it will follow,,
upon the cleareft Principles of Analogy, that the intermediats
" Sicps and Advances are of the fame Natare; fignificative of
*" refined and jfpiritual Things, under earthly and fenfible Images.
& h;:, if I miftake not, is put beyond all Doubt, 1 Corinth. x,
1. 8, &e.



[ 3¢ ]

Unbebgf —The Cloud, that was fpread over them
by Day to intercept the Glare, and fereen them from
the Heat of the Sun: The Fire, that fhone befere
them in the Night, to chear the no&urnal Darknefs,
and lead them through the tracklefs Defurt: were
not thefe very amiable and exa& Emblems of our
Saviour’s Merits, and of his holy /#%rd ? The for-
mer of which, are refrefhing to the guilty Confeicnce,
as the Veil of a thick interpofing Cloud is welcome
to a Traveller in fultry Climes. The latter, is a
Light to our Feet, and a Lanthern to our Paths, to
guide us in the Way everlafting. Their Peflage
through Fordan, the Priefts that bare the Ark of the™
Covenant going before them +, and ftanding in the
Midft of the River, till all the Congregation were
pafled over: this very emphatically prefigured our
great High-Prieft; bearing our Sins; fulfilling the Law
in our Stead; abolifhing Death; and making it a fafe
as well as thort Tranfition to Life eternal.

You will excufe me, Madam, for expatiating upon
thefe Topics. They are fo inviting, fo pleafing, fo
comfortable, that I can hardly perfuade myfelf to leave
them, If any other Parts of the Epiftle, through
a Kind of unhappy Neceﬂity almoft infeparable from
Contraverfy, fhould refemble the Afperity of the
Thorn; this I hope, will bear fome Affinity 6o the
Fragrance of the Refe. For which Caufe it is, that
T chufe only to touch, and but lightly touch, the
one 3 while I would open the other, into a full Ex-
panfion, and a rich Effufion.—Let me add one
fhore Obfervation on this Head, and I have donee-..

* Sce Jofhua iii, 13, 14, &e.
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It is apprehended by very judicious Perfons, thaf the.
Punifhment of the Egyp#ians, and their total Over.-
throw, may be a Prefage of the Mifery and Ruiny
which will fooner or later fall upon.Individuals and
Nations, that rejeé? the glorious Gofpel, and wilifyits
facred Repofitory THE BIBLE.

If the Reafons I have offered, are neither tirefome,
nor un-fatisfaory to your Ladyfhip, I fhall proceed
the more chearfully to fhew, That the Curfe was
rxecuted, as well as pronounced.—Had it been the
fenfelefs Extravagance of a Man intoxicated with Li-
quor ; or the ra/h Imprecation of a Man heated with

" Refentment ; or the defigning Interpolation of foms
crafty Statefman; would the boly, the gracious, the
triee GOD have fet the broad Seal of Heaventoit?
Would HE, who over-rules all Events, have
Jfered it to fucceed—have commanded it to fucceed—
nay, have brought it H imfelf to pafs, by a mighty Hand,
and ftretched-out Arm ? Impoffible to conceive!—
If therefore it was really brought to pafs ; and with
a furprifing Punétuality ; and not by any Competency
of human Means, but by the moft evident Difplay
of divine Power: this will be fuch a Proof of its
Credibility, its Reafonablenefs, and Eg~ity, as no Onc,
who thinks reverently of the Deity, can deny.

Ganaan was to be Servant to Shem.—This was
accomplifhed, when the Ifraclites, the Defcendants
of Shem, conquered the Land of Canaan ; flew thirty
of its Kings*; and took Pofleflion of their Cities.
When the Gibeonites particularly, who com pofed one
of their principal Statest, became Hewers of Wood,

C 4 and
* Jofh. xii. 1, 24. 1 Jofh. x. 2.
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and Dyawers of Water, to the Gongregation® ; or, in
other Wards, the moft menial Servangs to the loweit
of the People.’

. By what Inflruments was this extraordinary Revo-
lution wrought ?—By ane of the fineft Armies in
the Eaft or Weft? Marfhalled by the braveft Offi-
cers, and headed by the moft experienced General ?
No: but by a raw, undifciplined, enflaved People.
Who were deftitute of military Skill ; and without
any perfonal Qualifications, or warlike Apparatus for
fo difficult, fo dangerous an Enterprize.

Through what Obftacles was it begun, carried on,
and compleated *—In Spite of the Attempts of one
potent Monarch, to detain them in Servitude. In
Spite of the Refolution of feveral combined Kings, to
difpute with them every Inch of Ground to the laft
Drop of their Blood.—A deep River, and an Arm
of the Sea muft be crofled, by fix hundred thoufand
Men, with their Wives, their Children, their Cattle ;
and without any Veflel to tranfport them, or any
Bridge to tranfmit them.—They muft dwell, forty
Years, in a defolate, inhofpitable, barren Wildernefs.
Which was infefted by ravenous Beafts, and fiery fly-
ing Serpents. In which there was neither Water ;
nor Corn; nor any fort of Accommodation for
Abode, or Suftenance for Life.

How were all thefe Difficulties furmounted?—
Notbythe Arm of Fleth. This was utterly imprac-
ticable. Butby the moft aftonifhing Interpofition of
Omnipotence.—The Egyptian Tyrant is humbled,
and brought to their Terms, by the Infliction of ven
. tremen-

* Jobb, ix. 27.
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tremendous Plagues.—The Waters of the River
are dried up, and the Waves of the great Deep are
divided, fo as to yield them a {afe unobftructed % Paf-
fage,—A Stream gufhes even from the hard Rock;
and gives them Drink, as it had been out of the great
D:pths.—Prodigious Quantities of Manna + defcend,
with every Morning Dew; and fupply them, not from
the Garner, but from Heaven, with their daﬂy
Bread. —Vaft Flights of Quails arrive, with every
fetting Sun; and drop, like a Bird fhot through the
Wingt, inthe Midft of their Camp, and round abosut
their Habitations.— ke Walls of an impregnable

City

* [le led them through the Derp, encumbered as they were with
their Kneading Troughs, and furrounded with fiightful Billows,
as an Horfe ;n the Wildernefs: with as much Eaii and Spirit, as
fome couragious Courfer makes his Way through (~3-n) a plain,
open, champaign Country.  Ifai, Ixiii. 13.

+ Weare not to think, that the Manna took its Name, from
any Refemblance to the medecinal Drug, which, among us, is fo
commonly known, and fo frequently ufed. It is rather derived
from the abrupt Expreflion o? the Ifraclites, on their firlt behold-
ing this wonderful Food. They cried out with Amazement,
wn i Mar Huf What s this? Which Exclamnation, denoti
their own Surprize, and the unexpefled as well as unparallel::‘ﬁ
ture of the Gift, became both a Memorial of the one, and a De-
nomenation of the other.

1 This is deferibed with the utmoft Vigour and Beauty, in
that fublime Piecc of f{acred Puety, Pfal. Ixxviii. e7, 28." He
ratned Flefk upon them as Dufl, and winged (here lics a peculiar
Empbhafis, and thus thould the Original %3 By be tranflated,
winged) Fowl Like as the Sand of the Sea. Yet, though they
wore furnifhed with Wings, and therefore might eafily efcape,
they neglefted to make Ufe of their natural Powers. They
felly round the [fracktyk Tents, like the Rain from Heaven,
whichk returneth not ; and like the Sand of the Shore, whick can-
not be numbered.

This whole Pfalm is a manifeft Proof of the Obfervation,
which was made in a preceding Paragraph—That Asforical and
do¥trina! Paflages of Scripture are, like the Deed and -its Coun-
ter-Part, in their Subflance exaétly correfponding > and like the
Lizlks of the fame Chain, in their Conne@ion asfalutely infepan
rable,
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City fall td the (Ground, at the Blaft 6f Rams-Horns ¥,
T'he Sun ftands 4ill in the Midt of ‘Heaven, at the
Véice of a Man . All the Hofts of the Nutions,
with all their W eapons of War, are drivcn afunder
as the Feam upon the Waters, and cut off as the Tops
of the Ears of Corn.

Andis it probable? Canitbe poffible? Thatevery
Tlement, and all Nature, fhould not only concur 5 but,
akor their eflablifped Courle 5 depart from the funda-
sont 1l Laws of their Creation; on purpofe to ratifv,
what was bolted out by the Pauiarch in a drunlin
Revel, or foiited into the Text by fome Hebrew

Muachiauiliune?

Canaan was to be Servant alfo to Fapheth.—Tur-
fuant to this Predi&tion, did not the Grecks and Rs-
mons, whoderive their Lincage from Fapheth, make
themfelves Mafters of the Refidue of Canaan.  Tyre
built by the Sidonians, and Thebest by Cudmus, were
both deftroyed by Alexander the Grecian.  Carthage,
founded by Dids, was, aficr a long Succcilion of
Lofles, and a vaft Effufion of Blood, demolithed by
Scipio the Roman. Which Lofles made Hannibal, a
Child of Canaan, cry out with a Mixture of Afto-
nifhment and Defpondency s Agnofio Fortunam Car-
thaginis ! i, e. § <1 fee plainly the Hand of Deftiny

¢ working

* Jolb. vi. + Jofh. x. 12, 13.

4 ¢ Alexander laid Siege to this City, took it b{ Storm, and
¢ enzircly: deftroyed it; flaying mncty thoufand of the Iuhabi-
< tants, and felling the reft, to the Number of thirty thoufand

" ¢ mare, into Slavery.”  Prideaux’s Connefl. Vol. 1. Pag. 479,

§ Vidv Liv. Lib. xxvii. ad finem.—A Writer of the firfl Rec-
pute,. for elegant Tafte, and peuctrating Judgment, thinks it
more than.probatic, that Hunnibal, in this difpirited and hopelefs

Adknowlcdgment, refers to the Prophecy under Confideration.
‘ ° : Which
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<« working; I fee that oracular Dosm hafling to its
« Accomplifment; in thefe dreadful Calamities

AN i

« fuftained by Carthaze ™

If thefe I'a%sare true, which have the unanimous
Confent of Hiftorians for their Sunport, what can we
fay of his Lordihip’s Affertion; ¢ that Cunaan was
« Servant to Sher, thoug' not to Fapheth® 2** This,
I ax apprehenfive, will be found as fwfZ, as the fol-
lowin, Ubjeétion is weat.  In which He urges;

« That

*Ahich wall jnify mv free, though 1 hope, nof erroncous
Fomlletaon of the Pallage, ——What the Tone Author adds, is fo
very moomons, and {o appafite to oy Parpole, that T will beg
Poavs o tranfo nbe ot .
“ g hat the Komeas were vo Snangers to the fame divine
¢ Oracle, appears fiom T 107
Progemo s fod enim Troyano . Saveanine ducé
Audeeraty Vor av ol gue corert Aies.
Mo Povivnlat I iemy Cedogue [ ferbum,
P Vonteri Exado 1ybee. tace volvere Parcas.
¢ In tranflaung which, 1f we only name the Auacefors, in-
o fleed of the Defor dunis, 1he ongiual Prophecy glares upon us.”™

From Japhetl's Tevn dewedy a Pee fl e hneeo

Defran’d the Strevti f Canaan to fihdwe s

Wide-[pread thar Emprre, deflid’d (o fucceed

And wafle the Sons of Tlam': So Fate decreed!

See Mr. Redley’s Sermons at Lady Moyer’s Leflure, Pag. ese.
* The Words at large are, ** Canaan became Scrvant of Ser=

¢ vants to Shem, though not to fapheth, whea the Ifraelites cone
¢ quered Palefine.” Pag. 111.—1 muft beg Leave to inquire,
awhy the laft Claufe it added? Is it to prove, that, when the
dfraclites fubducd the Canaanites, the Defcendants of Ham were
not, by this Vi&tory, made Servants to {apﬁetlz’s Offspring ? If
fo, my Lord encounters a Phantom of his own raigng ; and
confutes, what no Man aflerts.—Is 1t to infinuate, that, becaufe
the Race of Canaan were not, at this Tone, made > ¥affals to the
Poflerity of fapheth, therefore they never were ; and, of Confe-
quence, the Prophecy was efuded# This feems to be the Defign
'of the Scntence.  Abflralted from thig Defign, I fce not what
End it can anfwer. - But this is to draw, from Premifes that are
truc, a Conclufion that is fulfe. And is juft as good Logic, as
the Libertine’s Argument is found Divimty; ‘¢ Vengeance i
* not yet, therefore it never will be, Executed.” See 2 Pet. iii. 4.

’
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That ¢ Canaen was Servant to one of his Uncles,
“ not to his Brethren*.””—Such a Cavil (for cer-
tainly it deferves no better Name) difcovers an wtter
Ignorance of the Hebrew Phrafeology; or elfe, a
Slrange Inattention to it ; I would not fay, an egregious
Mifreprefentation of it. 1 thought cvery one had
known, till Lord Balingbroke undeceived me, That
nothing is more common in the oriental Idiom, than
to exprefs any Relatives of the Male Line, by the
Denomination of Brethren+.

T hope, your Ladyfhip will not think this, or any
of my other Remarks, indecentlyfree. In the Pre-
fence of the moft High G OD, all Men are upon a
Level. When the Honour of his divine Word or
glorious Attributes is concerned, We are to £not nq
Man after the Flefb § ;5 pay no deferential Regard to
the Diftinétions of Birth, or Elevations of Character.
In thefe Lifts the Privileges of Peerageceafe. AndI
fhould reckon myfelf the molft abje&t of Creatures, if,
t'hrough Refpeét of Perfons, Icould palliate or fecrete
the Truth, when the ever-venerable Oracles of In-
dpiration are treated with Contempt. A Violation of
Decency this! by whatever Hand it is offered or
from whatever Quarter it comes, incomparably more
flagrant than Scandalum Magnatum.

Pardon, Madam, this Digreflion, and permit me
farther to obferve—That the Progeny of Ham, in'
another Line, are, to this very Day, the Slaves of

Y the
* Pag. 111.

+ See Gen. xiii. 8. Where Aéraham and Los, though Uncle..
and Nephtew, are called Brethren.—Gen. xxiv. 48. " Where
Bethuil, snother of Abrakam’s Nephews, is Rtyled his Brosher.—
Gen. xvi. 12, xxiv. 27, )

: 1 8 Corinth. v, 16,
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the whole trading World. The MNegroes I mean
whofe Defcent is from that unhappy Man. And
what is their Country, but the Market of Slavery?
Arenot their Perfonsbought * and fold, as the meaneft
Commodities ! Are they not debafed to the moft
fordid, and harrafled with the moft toilfome Drudgery ?
Made, in the ftrittly literal Senfe of the Phrafe, Ser~
vants of Servants ¢

I have not forgotten what I promifed to make ap-
pear, with relation to the Egyptians; neither fhall 1
overlook what his Lordthip has remonftrated, from
the fame Quarter. * The Defcendants of Mizraim,”
He fays, “another of the Sons of Ham, were the
«« Egyptians: And they were fo far from being Ser-
¢ vants of Servants to their Coufins the.Shemites,
¢ that thefe were Servants of Secrvants to them t.”
—For a Seafon, they were.  But this Servitude was
calculated for the Good of their Community, and re-
dounded to the Glory of their GOD. It terminated
in fuch afignal Deliverance, as brought Ionour and
Opulence to themfelves, Confufion and Ruinto their
Enemies. Docs it then follow, from this temporary *
Superiority of the Egyptians, which ended info dijuf~
trous a Manner, that they were excepted in the De-
nunciation of the Curfe, or favoured withan A& of
Indemnity.

What fays the fupreme Arbitrator? The Nation
whom they ferve, will I judge 1: I myfelf will punifh 3

not

* ® No lefs than thirty Thoufand, 1 have been informed, are,
every Year, bought for Slaves by the Englyfk only.

t Page 112, f Gen. av. 140
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not by any human Inftruments, but by my owr: im-
mediate Hand.  Accordingly, they were vifited with
the moft dreadful and deftru@ive Plagues. In the
laft of which, the Firft-born, the Flower of their
Kingdom, were cut off; and at length, their King,
and his whole Army, perithed in the Red Sea. Docs
my Lord make no Account of thefe moft terrible and
unexampled Judgments?

Befides; what was the Condition of this People in
the following Ages? If we confult Exeiivl, He will
declare it, as clearly by the Spirit of Prophecy ¥, as
if He had lived on the Spot, and feen the ace of
Affairs.  And it came to pofs in the cleventh Year, in
the firft Month, in the feventh Duy of the Month, that
the IWord of the LORD came unto me, fuying 5 Sox
of Man, I have broken the Arm of Fharaoh King of
Ygypt; andlo, it fball not be bound up to be healed, 1
put a Roller to bind ity to make it flrong to Lold the
Sword.—1I will fcatter the Egyptians among the Na-
tionsy and will difperfe them through the Countries.—
Egypt jhall be the baf:t of Kingdoms, neither fball it ex-
alt itfelf any more among the Nations.—And there fhall
be no more a Prince of the Land of Egypt. Is not
all this confirmed by antient Hiftory, and by the pre-
Jent State of Africa? From the one We learn, ‘T'hat
the Egyptians werc fubje&, firft to the Perfians; next
to the Grecians; then to the Romans; afterwards to
the Arabs. And from the other it appears, That they
now wear the Turiifp Yoke: arc governed, not by a
-Prince of their own, but by the Grand Seignor and

his Bafbaws.

Nay,

* Eazek. xxx. 20, 21, 83, xxix. 15, xxx. 13.
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Nay ; let any Perfon look round upon 4/l the Coun-
tries, peopled by the Progeny of Ham; and I am
much miftaken, if He does not find them, what the
Plalmift deferibes, Dark Places of the Earthy and full
of the Hubitations of Cruelty * : the Dens of Rapine,
and the Dungeons of fyuorance : where Slavery drags
the Chain, and Tyraunny lifts the Scourge.—Info-
much, that We need not fcruple to fay, in the em-
phatical Words of joﬂua Not one Thing has failed of
all the Good, or the evil Things, which the LORD
fhale by the Mouth of Noab, concerning each of his
Sons relpe&ively. Al are come to I)aﬁ, not one ‘17u'ng
has failed t. .

T'his calls upon mie to clear up. anothcr Part oi-the
Predi&ion The Blefling promounced upbiShemn,
and the Enlargement promifed ¢ Fapheth. Which
will afford a new Argument, to maintain the Authen-
ticity of the Paflage, and aflert its divine Infpiration.

1 faid, the Blefling pronounced ¥pon. " Becaufe; 4
would not tranflate the Wordsy, Blegfed be the LORD
G QD of Shem; but, Blefed-of the LORD GOLD
is Shem. This will put d flriking Contraft, betweea
the Doorn of-the irreligious Seoffer, and the Reward
of filial Piety: this is what we naturally expel? from a
G O D, who is not unrighteous to forget his People,
and their, Labours of Love:. ~this Senfe the original
Language. will very commd‘hguﬂy thear 3, and_the
Event feems to regquire. - Forg iow mamftfﬂy, how
,,,,,, (1 emjs

* anl hmt s0. fjoﬂ: xxiid. 1
1 Gen. ix. 26..0v np o, Words of the very
(hrte , i the-very famé Confiru@ion; are thus. rendered
by our ranﬂators, Deut. xxxiii.-13. and will hardly admit of
any other lnterprctanon. n3nan ww mat Blz_-é?d QF the
LORD, &r: +

»

.o
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eminently, was this beneditive Sentence fulfilled ¢
Since, in the Pofterity of Shewm, the Church of GOD
was eftablithed, and his true Worfhip propagated.
From Him, the Redeemer of Mankind, that Blefing
of Bleffings, according to the Flcfh fprung.

The great Enlargement of Fapheth’s 'Yerritorles, is
no lefs certain, and no lefs remarkable. He had, for
his Pofleflion, the Ifles of the Sea Weftward, and the
fine extenfive Countries near them; Spain, Italy,
Greece, Affia the Lefs, all Europe, and the valt Regions
towards the North; which antiently the Scythians,
now the Tartars inhabit ; from whom the Americans,
the People of the new World, feem to be derived.
wweeBy Fapheth’s dwelling in the Tents of Shem, is
meant The Converfion of the Eurspean Gentiles, to
the Gofpel of CHRIST. Who, through a long
Progreflion of Years, were Aliens from the Common-
Wealth of lrael ; Strangers to the Covenants sf Promife;
having mo Hope of eternal Life; and without any fav-
ing Knowledge of GOD in the World*. But were,
in due J'ime, perfuaded.to embrice the true Faith:
wete made (us the Apoftle elegantly fpeaks, yand in
2 Strain perfe@ly correlponding with the Tanguage
of our Prophecy) Fellow-citizens-with the Saintsy, and
of the Houfbold of GOD+. An Event, altogether as
aundeniable, as it is important, delightful, and glerious.

Upon the ‘whiley- L cahnot but think that his
Lordfhip has planted his Battery, and played his Ar«
tillery, if not like an unfkilful, at leaft like an un.
fucccfsfu}Engmeer. He has plawtcd his Battery againft
a Place, too well fortified to a&mt of any Impxeﬂiom

| and
. Ephef. ii. 1e. "§ Ephel.ii. 1ge . ...
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and that muft infallibly triumph over every Affault.
He has fo played his Artillery, that it recoils upon
Himfelf, and crufhes his own Defign.-~And this, I
apprehend, will always be the Iflue, when Men even
of the finefl Genius and mott improved Capacities, pre-
fume to attack the Scriptures of eternal T'ruth,

This very Paffage, inftcad of depretioting, unfpeak-~
ably ennolles, the divine Writings. It fhews, that
they bear the Stamp—of that a/f ever-ruling Povier,
wiiich purpofes, and none fhall difinnull it—of that
allscomprehon dg Knowledge, which difcerns Events,
long, long beture they come into Exiftence.—Aund
let any unprejudiced Reader judge, what Degree of
Efteem thofe Books may failly challenge; whofe:
leall conitderable, or, in his lLordthip’s Opinion,
maft obigwicns Parts, have fuch a Degeh, and fuch a
Digney of Wildom! Such as will be admired and
revertd, {o long as bifleric ‘T'ruth has any Credit, or
conzine Lol Intelligence any Dieing.

Shatt T arefpafs upon vour Ladyfhip’s Patience, a
litde fatherf=~F'he Penmen of the OMd Toftament,
carry all the Marks of the woft Jifinterefled and unde-
Jizning Sincerity.  ‘I'hey rccord the Failings of their
favounte and moft illuflrious Heroes ; without cona
cealing the Punifbm 1, inflited on fuch Mifcarriages,
---Vhe uniform Teudency of their Narratives and
Ohfervations is, To promote a Relizion the moft
ture, the moft bencvolent, the moft efonated imagina-
bles as remote from all felfith Aimns, and every low
Artof Collufion, as the Heavens are higher than the
Lm\h.-—Thcy were Men fingularly gual; ificd for their

Vork; teing cither Lye-/¥itneffes of the Fa&ts,

D they



[ 46 ]
they relate ; or elfe Cotempsraries with the Perfons,
they deferibe 3 or ftill more remarkably diftinguifhed,
by their Ability to work Miracles, and their Infight
into Futurity—As to thc Fadts related, fome of
them had anniverfary Solemnitics, on which they were
commeniorated : Some of them had fignificant Cere-
manies,by which they were reprefented.  “I'hey were
publicly read in the Synagogucs, and wniverfully fnown
through the Nation. It was a Duty of Religion, to
talt of them by Day, to meditate on them by Night,
and diligently to n/tre¢2 their Children in them. And
were not thefe Circumftances a Security, an /uvislaily
Security againft any Attempt to corrupt, to inuovate,
or alter?

So that their Writings appear with
every Charalter, both internal and external, of ge-
awine Truth; and with the moft unquettionable Cre-
dentials, from the GOD of Power, and GOD ot
Wifdom *., Confequently, they have a Credibility
of their own: fuflicient both to claim, and to fupport
the Faithof an antient Few. Such as muft command
the Aflent of every rational and honeft Inquirer, even
before the Chriftian Difpenfation took Place.

If my Lord had duly adverted to thefc Confidera-
tions ; furely, He would have expunged that bo/d and
rafh Aflertion, ¢ without Chriftianity we have no
« Obli-

* Another very extraordinary Peculiarity in thefe Wiitings ;
and, to me at leall, an undonbied Proof, that their Authors
were divitidly infpied, as, ‘Thewr perfeil dgreoment, and entire
Confiftency thioughout.—~Though thev were compofed by diffe-

“rnt Mcn, placed an very different Stations of Life; and
flouri‘hine an very diflant Ages of the World: Yet, thev are
as confonant and harmonious, as if they had all been penned by
the fame Hand.—Any Thing equal to this, I never faw; never
heavd of; and 1 belicve, the moft inveterate or moft fagarious
Adverfanes of the Q/d Teflament, will not attempt to produce a
Paraliel.
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¢ Obligation to believe the OMd Teflament* . mmaen
Surely, he would never have left behind Him, that
rnwarrantable and injurious Infinuation; That the
Hebrew Original deferves no better Credit, than the
fabulous Story + of the Sepruagint Tranflation,—
Nor have found any Reafon to  proteft, that He
“ knew of no Rule to go by, (infettling the De-
gree of Affent, duze to the feveral Parts of the Q/d Tef~
tament) but the fancifid Diflinétion, which has already
been examined.—He would rather have found Rea-
{on to adopt and (ubleribe Agur’s Confeffion of Faith.
A Man, who was famous in his own, who will be
famous in cvery Generation; and for this, among
other moft judicious Maxims; EVERY I¥ord of
GOD ispure§. Tis all Gold, fine Gold, without
any the leqfl Alloy.

For my own Part, I frecly acknowledge to your
Ladyfhip, that I valuc the facred Hiftory (even ex-
clufive of its Connection with the tranfcendent Glo-
rics of CHRIS T, and the unfpeakable Benefits of
Redemption) on the very fame Principles, which in-
cline our Connoiffeurs to value thofe celebrated -
tiques, they call Medals fingular. Becaufe, it is fup-
pofed, there is but one of the Sort extant, Con-

D2 fidering

¥ Pag. 94.

t The Story is told, pag. 86.—The Infinuation is made, in a
prolix, contuled, and obfcure Paragraph, pag. 87.

i Pag. 100.

§ Prov. xxx. 5. St. Peter bears much the fame Teftimony,
to the whole Order of feriptuiral Writings.  With regard td
thejr Ufe, He calls them Mtk ; becaule, nothing is {o well
adapted to nourt/h our Faith and our Holinefs. V‘fith regard to
their Quality. "He flyles them (280n0s) fincere, unadulterated,
pure; without any Mixture of Falfbood, or any Tinflure of
Yolly, 1 Pet,iis 20
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fidering the privateInterefts,and perfonal Attachments,
which are o apt to biafs the human Mind ; confider-
ing the zmperfeét Information, and Ignorance of Caufes,
to which all other Writers are unavoidably fubje&; I
cannot but conclude, that the facred Hiftory is, in
Point of ftri&t, precife, univerfal Veracity, SING U-
L AR. There is none other befides this, no, not
one in the whole World, that is free from al/ the
falfe Colourings of Prejudice ; clouded with 7o Mix-
ture of Uncertainty ; moft minutely true; and to be
depended on, in every Particular.  The Sacred Hif-
tory, is not only feated on the Throne of Truth ; but,
in thefe Refpels, poflefles it without a Rival.

Lord Bolingbrobe is fond of Davila*: becaufe,
Davila difcovers the bidden Springs of Action, and
traces up almoft every Enterprize to its Source +.—
Is this fo valuable a Qualification in the Italian ¢
How then thould we admire the iufpired Hiflorians ¢
Who difclofe o us, not the fecret Vleafures of a
Court, but the wafors chable Cocinf I of Heaven. Not
the hittle Motnes, that aSvase the Politicion, but
the deep Defip 15 of the upivata Soveicizn: And all
this, not from precayious Surnuie, but with the fullor
Affurance.  An Excelency! to which no other Har-
rative on Earth, can Lo any Claim. )

The Scripiures threws Light upon the mofl racmo=
rable Tranfactions, tuat have patled in the Heathen

World,

* ITe wrote a I5lory of the Civil Wais of Frarce, in fif-
teenBooks ; contarping all that was remarkable, from the Drath
of Henry I1. in 1559, to the Peace of Vornsa 1598, 1t was
onginally written i frilian, avd tianilaed mto Freuck by A
Bodom.  Colleer’s Hift, Linéls

t Pag. 167.
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World, and are recorded by the claffic Aucthors.——e
When the A4jfyrian Monarch fubdues Kingdoms, and
ravages Nations; We are apt to think, He is only
gratifying his infatiable Ambition. But the Scripture
aflures us, that He was the Staffin FEHOVAH’s
Hand, and the Rod of his Indignation*. An Inftru-
ment, made ufe of by the King of Kings, to execute
his rightcous Vengeance. When Cyrus is habitu-
ated to all the noble Exercifes, educated in all the
fine Accomplithments, that form the gallant Prince,
ar.d conftitute the complete General ; Xenophos: fecs
nothing more, than the Exertion of human Policy.
But Jjuiah beholds the all fuper-intending Arm of the
L.ORD, girding t this Hero, and preparing Him
for the Deliverance of his People.—So that the
Scripturc-Hiftory is /#felf the grandeft and moft ufe.
ful; while its /uter-current Obfervations, arc a Key
to open, the moft celebrated Affairs, which give
Weight and Eftimation to other Annals,

The grandefly, and m-ff ufeful ~This will appear
1o be more than a bare Aflertion, if we recollety
That Here is a Difplay of that great Aeffiah, who is
the Hope of Ifraelf, and the Defre of all Nations §,
A Difplay of Him, in his myfterious Incarnation;
his wonderful Perfon; and all the gracious, the be-
nign Majefty of his mediatorial Offices. From the
original Promife (made to our firft Parents) through

D3 all
* Ifaah x. 5.

+ 1Giah xlv. 5. [ have gorded thee, Thou haft not knotyn me.
Nenophon's Kvey t1aideia, though written with quite a different
View, 15 a very tine, and perhaps the very bet Comunent, on

lfaiak’s beantiful and expreflive Phrafe, yixw.
1 Ads xxviii, 20, § Hag. ii. 7.
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all its progreffive Evolutions; till He arifes in the
New Toffament, as the only-begotten of the Father *;
with a Luftre and Dignity, {uitable to fo divine a
Perfonage. Which is an Event, of fuch incom-
parable Condefecenfion, Magnificences and G ace, that
all the Prophets bear Witnefs to it+, and the very
Angels defire to look into it 1.

How then muft your Ladyfhip be furprifed, to fee
Y.ord Bolingbroke undertaking to aflign the princiral
Scope of the J#sfaic § Hiftory (the former Part of it
at leaft) and not enlarging, not divelling wpon, 1o,
nor fo much as mentioning, the Redeemer,  "I'hat all-
glorious, all-important REDEEMER, who is
the Sum and Subitance of the whole Scriptures: the
Alpha and Omega in ail the Revelations of GOD.
—Of whom Adofis | wrote, and whofe Day Abra-
bham faw |, Whofe Righteoufnefs was preached
by Noah**, and his final Advent foretold by £noch +4.
———Whofe Merits, apprchended by Faith, were the
Recommendation of zel’s Sacrihice §§ ; and the Con-
folation of Adam ||jj, under the Lofs of Immertality,
and Expulfion from Paradife.—From whom many,

if notall, the Aute-diluviar Patriarchs, boriow their
Honours; and ftand upon cverlafting Record, chicfly
as being in the Number of bis Progenitors.—This
capital Omiflion is (to ufe his Lordthip’s own [Lan-
guage)  a manifelt Abule of fucred Hiflory, and

¢ quite
* Johni. 14, + Afls x. 43, T 1 Pet.i. 12,
§ Pag, 109. II Johu v. 46. 4 John viil. 56.

#%” o Pet. i1, 5. It can hardly be doubted, but Noak preached
the very lame Righteoufnels, of which he himfelf was an Heir :
and that, we are affurcd, was the Rightcoufnefs of Faith; Heb.

Kl 7.
' 7-H' Jude 14, §§ Heb. xi. 4. Il Gen, 1ii. 15,
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¢ quite inexcufable in a Writer, who knew, or
fhould have known *,”” that, in its ms/? early as
well as in its later Periods, it invariably teftifies of
CHRIST ¢.

Thus to undertake, and thus to execute, is as if
fome Pretender to Anatomy, fhould engage to explain
the Nature of Animal Motion; and fay nota Word,
concerning the Nerves, the Mulfcles, the Heart.
Or, as if fome Smatterer in Geography, fhould offer
to exhibit a complete Map of our Country; and
leave intircly out of his Plan, the Citics, the Towns,
and the Rivers.—Yet, this is not the on/y Incident,
on which my Lord, however critical in profane
Literature, difcovers Himfclf to have been very re-
mifs in the Study, at leaft very fuperficial in the
Knowledge, of lus Bible.

From which Hint 1 would take Occafion to in-
treat, and with the moft affe&tionate Earneftnefs, all
that are inclined to difpute againft this divine Book,
firft to make themielves thoroughly woquainted with it,
—And would they once fet about ti:e momcittous
Work, with a candid, upright, and impartial Mind :
Yree from the Famndice of Prejudices ; not blivued
with the Fumes of Sclf-Conceit j nor intoxicated with
the Cup of vicious Pleafure: If they wouid thus ex-
amine the infpired Volumes, they would foon per-
ceive fuch a lwely Conflellation of Truth, of Wifdom,
and of Grace, fhining forth from cvery Page; as
muft tugn their Difeflecm into Admiration, and their
Averfion into Delight.

D4 But

* Pag. 178, t John v. gg.
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Butif theybring with them a Fondnefs for Fame;
a haughty Self-fufficiency of Spirit; or an ignoble
Attachment to fenfual Gratifications : If they are de-
termined to cherith, and will on no Confideration
divorce, thefe Seducers of the Hearty and Peroverters
of the Fudzment: We cannot wonder, that the
Scriptures fhould appear to them, with much the
fame Afpeél, as the miraculous Cloud appeared to
the Egyptians. Which threw Darknefs on their
Paths, and fthed Horror on their Souls ; even while 1t
gave Light to the Steps, and Alacrity to the Hopes,
of the Ifraelites *—In this Cafe, we may affign a
Reafon for their Oppofition, from the unhappy Cir-
cumftances recorded of Ibmael+ : Their Hand,
their Tongue, their Pen, is againft the Word of
GOD; becanfe, the Word of GOD is againd
them, their Tempers, and their Ways.

In the facred Narrations, we behold the Armof the
LORD revealed. — Other Hiftorians, only gufs
at the Interpofition of an awvenging, or propitious
GOD. And, though Conje&tures of this Kind,
occur but very rarely, in their Works; they arc fre-
quently cenfured, as a prefumptuous Intrufion upon
the Arcanaof Heaven.—But the Pen-men of Scrip-
ture, with wnerring Certainty declare; This is tie
LORD’s Doing : a Stroke from the Sword of his

Juftice,

* Exod. xiv. 20. ft was & Cloud and Darknefs to them, Sut
¢ gave Light by Night to thefe.

"

+ Gen. xvi. 12. His Hand will be againfl every Man, and
every Maw’s Hand againft Him.
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Juftice *, or 2 Reward fromn the Riches of his Good-
nefs 1.

Here we perceive, as in the brighteft Mirrour,
what Practices He fuvow s, and whit Methods He
oppajes : what Courfcs arc attended with his Blefling,
and what Behaviour provokes his Difpleafure.~—
Thefe Records fet before us the moft firicing Exem-
phificationsy both of the divine Threatnings, and of
the divine Promifes: demonftrating, from repeated
F.xperience, that the former, are mose than vaia
Menaces ; the latter, are far fromalluring Faliacics,
By which Means, they are admirably well adapted
to inculcate thofe fundamental Leffons of pra&ticad
Religion—a continual .f e tence to G O D—a be-
lieving Dependence on (G OO D—and an hubitual Ex-
pe&tation of Succefs in our Schemes, not merely from
any Addrefs or Induftiy of our own, but fiom the
alj-powerful Benediction of G OD.—Which are, of

all

* See 2 Chron. x. 15. xv. 6.
6.-—xxix. 8, 9.
+ Sce ¢ Chron. xii. 7. xiit. 15, 16, 18.——xiv. 6, 12.
XXVi. 5. vt 6. I reter to the Chronicles, rather
than to the other Parts of facred Hiftory, in order to crcate a
kigher Efleem for thele excellent Memoirs. Many People, T
belicve, are contentedly ignorant of the Chromicles,  Becaufe,
fome of the firlt Chapters confilt of Hebrew Names, which ars
forbudden, and of gencalogical Tables, which are u/clefs, to the
&enerality of Readers.——But notwithftanding their unpro-
mufing Intnoduction, they contain the moft memorable and momen-
tous Ocenrrences.  They are interfperfcd with the moft weighty
and edifying Remarks. Thev are worthy of our repeated Peru-
fal, am{ will amply repay the moft careful/ Attention. L
wauld compare them to fome noble Mine, whofe Surface is bar-
Jen, and {eems to mclude nothing valuable.  But, as you pene-
trate the Soil, the Treafure opens. The decper you go, the
morce Riches you find.  And, inftead of regictting the lirtle
Toil of Application, you are only gricved, that you undertouk
the gainful Scarch no {ooner.

XXV, 20. XAVIIL 3,
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all other Precents, perhaps, the moft falutary and
beneficial to Mankind.

My Remurks would be immoderately prolix, were
they to enumerate a// the Perfections of Sacred Hif-
tory. I {hall content myfelf with wifhing, that your
Ladythip may eftecm, may reverence, may love the
w »l2 Book of GOD—osnly in Proportion to its
Worth.  Then, I am perfuaded, it will have your
bigheft Efteem, your profoundefl Reverence,and moft
devoted Love.

Before I conclude, give me Leave, Madam, to
make one Requefl.  Which ] make, under a Senfe of
my various Obligations to your Ladyfhip ; with all
the engaging Als of your Condefcenfion and Gene-
rofity, full in my View. It ought therefore to be,
and itreallyis, expreffive of the moft unfeigned Thank-
fulnefs for your I'avours, and of the #ruc/? Zeal for
your Huppinefs. It is this—That you would carry
on a daily Intercourfe, and cultivate a holy, an inti-
mate ¥amiliarity, with the infpired Writers, and thar
ineftimable Volumes. Rcad them.  Recollect
them. Weigh them.—Contemplate them, in their
magnificent #hole; in their beautiful Parts; and
their harmonious Conncections.

I fhould be afraid to recommend, in this zealous
Manner, and to this afliduous Perufal, the mof? cor-
rect Compofitions, that ever proceeded from a human
Pen. But Here, I am under no Apprehenfion, of
your exhaufting the Mine, and complaining of Emp-
tinefs : under no Apprehenfion, left the Entertain.
ment fhould flatzen upon your Tafle, and create

Difzufl.
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Difguff. The more We fearch thofe Store-Houfes
of Wifdom; the better We underftand thofe Ora-
cles of Truth; the more they will approve themfelves
to our Fudgment, and become dearer, ftill dearer to
our Affections.—Thic Pages of Scripture, like the
Productions of Nature, will not only endure the Teft,
but improve upon the Trial. The Application of
the Microfcope to the onc, and a repeated Medita-
tion on the other, are fure to difplay #ew Beautics,
and prefent Us with higher Attrattives,—Nay, the
very Attempts of an Adverfary to dlacken the Scrip-
tures, ferve only to encreafe their Luflre. For my
Part, I never thould have feen the Prediflion of
Nyah, rifing, with fuch Perfpicuity, Propriety, and
Glory, to Obfervation; had not Lord Belingbroke
madc an Effort, to over-whelm it with Objections 3
and fink ¥ it into Difcredit.
* Above all, may We biing to this beft of Studies,
an hemble Mind. A Mind, deeply fenfible of its own
Igrorance and TWeatnefs 5 yet frequently and chear-
fully lifted up to GOD, for his enlightening and
animating Spirit. "I'hat, by his blefled Influences,
our Underflandings may be opened to underfland the
Scriptures vy and our Hearts opened to receive themd :
to underftand them, in all the Fulnefs of their hea-
venly

#* An Allufion to the Motto, in the Title Page,
Merfes profundo, pulchiior cvenit,
and cxpreflive of its Meaning.
+ Luke xxiv, 45.
T Aftsxvi. 14.——Such is the Darknefs, fuch the Depravity

of our Minds, that they will not, they cannot, he made wife un
Selvatian, cven from the Scriptures themlelves, without th

powerful
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venly Meaning ; to reccive them, in all the Force of
their transforming Power. ‘That, reading the
Threatnings, We may tremble * at the awful Word ;
and acknowledge ourfelves juftly liable, to thofe ter-
rible Judgments. But at the fame Time believes
that CHR IS T has delivered Us from the Curfe of the
Lazw, heing nade a Curfe for us+—That, reading the
Promifes, We may confefs Ourfelves unworthy of
an Intereft, in fuch unfpeakable Bleflings. Yet
reftallured, that @l the Prom'fosof GO D are Yea and
Ann in CHRIST FESUSY: arc our unquef-
tisnable Portion, throuzh his Merits and Atone-
ment; and will certainly be fulflled, through his In-
terceifion and Futhfulnefs.—Reading the Precepts,
let Us rejoice in the Belief, that our Saviour, obe-
dient wito Death, has fulfilled them perfectly for our
Juftificaticn : tharour Saviour, rxalted unto Heaven,
kas engaged toput Ll Sprit within Us for our Sanéti-

fication; cunfing U to walk in Lis Statutes, and to
kecp bis Fucgannt., and do them || —Contemplating
the various Lxwngles, muy We ufe forne of them, as
admonitory Sca-Nid ks, to avoid the Rocks of Sin: ufe
otheys, as a condnutling Clue, to guide our Feet into

the

powerful Agency of the blefled Spirit. Unlefls is Influences
enlighten our Undecfandings; and apply the Dotinnes, when
anderftood, 10 our Hearts; We fhall be, even with the Word
of Light and [1fe 1n our Hands, fomewhat Iike 6/1nd Bartumeus,
fitring amidft the Beams of Day; or like the wnthered drm, with
invaluable Treafuies beforeit.  This, I'thnk, Expencence muft
acknowledye; 11as, 1 am very certam, the Text refesred to, in
Concert with many others, evince.

* Sec Ezra x. 3. 2 Chron. xxxiv. 27. Where 1t might
not be amils, to compaie the Temper of tiue Belevers, and the
Behaviour of an illullrious King, with the Spirit that runs
through his Lordfhp’s Performance. :

+ Gal.iii. 13. 1 2 Cor. 1. 20. [ Ezck. xxxvi, 27.
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the Way of Peace: ufe all, as fo many Jucitements,
to awaken our Circumf(pe&ion, or quicken our Dili-
gence, in making our Calling and Election fure.
‘Then, We thall have another Prasf, that the Cri-
ginal of thefe holy Books, is not from Man, but
fromthc LORD JEHOV AH. A Proof, whickh
fome People may explode, asimaginary or enthufi-
aftical : but is really of the wtma/! Sshsity, ‘nd of the
loft Importance. Which, thouph by no Means inde-
pendent on, much lefs exclufive of; nther Lnidences;
%5, neverthelefs, to cach individaed Perdon, facom-
patably more valuabie, than onv, or wvery othor Ar-
teftation,.  We thall HAV P ITE WITTNESS
IN OURSELVES® We fhall expuiznee, on
our own Souls, the happy Fnerpy of the Seiioturs.
They will be the Zuflrrment of working, fuc: a
lively Fuaithin CHRIS T fuch an ardonr Loz of
GOD; fuch a cordial Benvrolonre for our Fellow-
Creatures 4 ; as canncet fui 35 a0 our ‘Defires,
refine our Affeéhions, and dign 7 owr "Uempers,—

Such

* 1 John v, 10.

+ This is what his Lord[hip mcans. or ought te mean, when
He fpeaks of ¢ the proper Force ol Kehaon, thet Force which
¢ {ubdues the Mind, and awes the Condaence by Congiction
pag. 182, And Iam well allured, whatever He may lurmsle to
the contrary, that #4.s Vo ier to the reai Iufpirauon of the
scnptures,and divine Original of Chirfhanty, ¢ o5 not wantng.'
Nay, I durft ventue to engase, that it aever wll be wanting to
any_Pcr!un, who fecks 1t with due Attencen, and becoming
Diligence: and neither forgets, not neglects thofe neceflary
Preparatves, prefcribed by the great Mafler of the Chuifbaa
School the one, comprehended 1n this Maxim; If any Man
will do his Welly, He fhall know of the Dotirine, whether it be of
BOD. Johnvii.17. The other, aclivered in the foilowing
Duse8lion; If any of you lack Wifdom, let Him afk of GO D, who
grueth to all Men hiberally, and ugbrardeth not, and it fhall bc gann
Him.  Jam. 1. 5. .




[ s8 1
Such as will adminifter Comfort under Aflition, and
impart an additional Relith to Profperity.—Such as
will teach Us to order our Converfation right,
amidft all the Snares, all the Labyrinths of Time;
and gradually train Us up, for the pure Blifs, and
confummate Enjoyments of Lternity.

May 'T'HIS Proof, Madam, be written on your
Heart—written in b ight and indelible Chara&ers—
written by the Finger of the living G QO D =T hen,
Tam aflured, every Attempt, to ftaggzer your Belicf,
or withdraw your Veneration rom I'HE BIBLE,
will be like an Attempt, to thatter tae Rock in Picces
witha Bubble, or to pierce the Adamant with a Fea-
ther.—This is not only the fincere 727/ ; but, fo
long as Religion and Gratitude have any Place inmy
Breaft, it will alfo be the earneft Prayer of

Your LApysnir's
much obliged,
and moft obedient
humble Servant,

Aprile2d, 1752,

JAMES HERVEY



POSTSCRIPT.

Have taken no Notice of hjs Lordfhip’s

Animadverfions, relating to the Genuine-
nefs of the Gofpel-Hiffory. Becaufe, this
would be entering upon a new Field; which
I lcave open and untouched, for fome more
able Defender of that invaluable Depofi-
tum. Not that I apprehend, there is any
Thing very formidable in the Attack. But
I think it would be ferviceable, as I am per-
fuaded 1t 1s cafy, to thew the /Feaknefs and
Unieafonablene/s of thofe Arguments ; which
Men of fuperior Abilitics are obliged to take
up with, when they lift chemfelves under the
Banner of Scepticifm or Infidelity. It
would allo be a Picce of public Juftice, to
enquire into the Sincerity, Probity, and Con-
Jitency of thole Writers; who, in fome Places,
Lay a mighty Stefs upon the Authority of the
New Teflament; (pac. g4.) in others, endea~
vour to fap the very Foundation of its Credi-
bility; (pag- 177.)
















