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INVASION OF THE RIGHTS OF THE 
FEMALES OF IIRELAND. 

NEITHER the memory of man 
nor the annals of history af- 

fords an instance of danger so 
dreadful and alarming as that which 
threatens our kingdom at the pre- 
sent crisis. A danger which from 
the singularity of its nature, and the 
universality of its extent, beggars 
all comparison, and stands without 
a parallel, even amidst the most 
dreadful catastrophies of subjugated 
nations. At a time when we had 
ended a long protracted and bloody 
war with the people of France,, a war that carried off myriads of 
our blooming youths and vigorous 
heroes, bereft faithful wives of their 
beloved consorts, divested helpless 
orphans of parental aid, and delug- ed an extensive continent with tragice 
scenes of human blood; when Bri. tain and France had concluded a 
treaty of peace, established on the 
firmest basis, confiE. md by the most 
solemn engagements, and promising a permanent source of tranquillity to both nations; when we repo ed 
an entire confidence in the political 
conduct of the French, and had 
banished every suspicion of danger. then alas! is our nation threawened 
With an invasion highly dangerous 
in its nature, and Lamentably des- 

tructive in its consequences. This 
awful and much to be deprecated 
catastrophe, derives its origin from 
the following circumstances. By 
the long continuance of the late 
war with France, the male popu. 
lation of that kingdom has been so 
far impaired, that from a most aL- 
curate and regular census of its pre- 
sent inhabitants, it has been ascer- 
tained, that there are not less than 
eleven females for every male in 
that kingdom. The French ladies 
upon finding themselves so far pre. 
ponderate in point of. number, have 
employed the greater part of the 
last four months in concerting plans 
and devising measures to redress this 
epidemic evil, and having heard of 
Irishmen's much celebrated military 
prowess, they have at last unani- 
mouslv concurred in the design of 
invading our native islandl, and car- 

rying off, by violence, all its male 
inhabitants. Their plans for this 

purpose seem to have been concerted 
by the most consunmmate female po- 
liticiants in France, and report even 
goes so far as to state, that not a few 
of the other sex have exercised 
their talents in thle cabinet in order 
to confirm the plans of this Amna, 
zonian' expeditmiln. But whether 
the motives of these gentlemen may 
have been pure French politesse, the 
advancement of the public good, or 
some others mre powertul thaut 
both, I shall at prc'eltnt leave the 
cadid and judicious reader to de- 
termine. 

Such howevevvr are their resolu- 
tions, that t hose ladies who have 
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ready husbands, will be permitted 
to remain at home, provided their 
busbands catn advalnce ito reasons 

sufficientlv cogent to, pioduce a di- 
vorce. Previously to their sailing 
from Bitst, all thie men iii France 

wilt be obliged to marly ; their 
wives will be ballotted frnoi the ag-. 
gregate mass of the ftmale sex, and 
if any of those apathetic beings 
knowni amongst us by the name of' 
old bachelors, refuse to accept of 
the wives thus allotted them, their 
goods shall be confiscated, and they 
themselves collected into some of 
the principal towns, where ini pub- 
lic buildings called luomber-rooms, 
secured witih large iron grated doors, 
they shall be exposed a number of 
hours every day to the ridicule of 
the inisulting populace, anid con- 

sidered as the detestation of' humain- 
ity. 

The resolutions also bind all un- 
married ladies, from sieW ee td sixty 
ryears old, tb o embark as heroines ili 
this 'onertul u exiedilion; hbut it is 

hoped that th Isar,' of tith. act which 
restr.cts to certain ages mtay yet obe 
rep(.aled, as scvvral troops of girls 
from itiiteen to sixteen years old, 
anti even soie 'iIs at the ad- 
vanced age of seventy have volun- 

teercd thtir services. Upon land- 

ingl iln Ireland, the French 
wiuxvows are to seize upoin the husbanilsof 

all scoldng wives, and it is positive- 
ly affirmed, that.they will so niinute. 
ly invest:gate the conduct of our 

lri.sh matrons in this respect, that 
Ini woma1 l who has ever 

gi, 
en her 

husband even one curtain ltcture, 
shall be any longer permitted to 
retain himn. The youing ladies of 
France will then! proceed to secure 
all those young bachelors who have 
been fiequently denied by prudes 
aid coquettes. The conduct of the 
latter will be so nicely scrutinized, 
that those wiho have ever refused 
more than one proposal, shall be 

ranked with the women whose elo. 
quence has annoyed the tranquillity of 
thieir husbands, and the punishiment 
awarded them shall be imprisonment 
for life in the small island of Ilath- 
lin. Stch of the French ladies as 
will then renoain unprovided with 
jhusbands, will immediately seize 

upon all the malts from sixteen 
years and upwards, antil they shall 
have made a coniplete monopo- 
ly. Then shall they begini to ex- 
ecute those desigins thich more inI- 

mediately affect the persoins' of our 
lovely damsels. But as to ladies a 

hiit 'is sufficient, I shall not at pre- 
sent enter into a minute detail of 
the fatal conequences of this for- 
midable invasion. Let it be sof- 
ficient to observe, that several 
millions of the females in France, 
are now disposed accordintg to 
the most systematic plans of their 
chief' politicians ; some lcAarntin the 

d!tl-rent departments of military 
tactics, others engaged in collecting 
limm all arsenals and magazines thp 
tiecessary arms and 

ammtuittitoni 
so0:e eagerly employed in studyiing 
the best systems of navigation, o- 
ihers practising the most laborious 
mnaritinime n, ploy ment 

s;s,;melUarning economic housew ietry, others mak- 
ing the most spletdid anld magnifi- 
cent cradles, the receptacles ot a 
future ofblpring. Exulting in the 

happy prospect of imnutediate con- 
quest, they undergo with pleasure, even the ni6st laborious duties, and 
animated by the hopes of an easy 
victory, they enjoy in sweet anttci- 
pation, the nulmetous comforts of 
cohnjugal lelicity. They look for- 

vdard with exiatic raptures, to 
that delightful juncture, in which 
the comely daughtersofour vanquish- 
ed island, shall pay to the'm submnis 
sive homage; when all the matrons 
of our northern capital, shall be 
supplanted by Parisian widows, and 

ev n its noblest youthful ladieS aade 
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submissive slaves to the haughty 
dames of France. 

Ia times of national and public 
danger, when such impending ruin 
seems to threaten our devoted king- 
domi, should we not be aroused to 
our country's honour, and defend to 

the very last extremity the patriot's 
cause ? But as this seems exclusive- 

fy a female war, and as our Irish 
heroines are possessed of true Amia- 
ionian spirit, they would undoubt- 

lV consider the man that lifted 
Arms in the cause, as doing violence 
to the vindictive feelings of the 

gentler sex, and denying them the 

privilege of self-defence in foiling 
the assailing foe. Though we must 
at once perceive the impropriety of 
d'efending their rirghts in the open 
field, yet may we perform to them a 
most essertial service in our closets, 

by giving them timely warning of 

tihat irmminent danger, which should 
call forth every talent, and excite 

every genuine patriot to repel the 

invading foe. It has passed into a 

proverb equally common and iiitel- 
ligible, " that a person warned is half 
armed." Now I have every reason 
to hope, that our Irish ladies will 

by no means consider this hint ei- 

ther dfficious or untimely upon a sub. 

ject, to 
ttve, 

s:o momentous, inter- 
est ing and imnportant. Should there 
be any want of propriety in my 
manner of intimating to theem the ap- 
proaching dange'r, I am fully per. 
suaded, that it is wiore than counter- 
balanced, by my deep concertn for 
their safety and my ardent wishes 
for their success. Int the mean time, 
our Irish ladies should be actively 
etjiloyed ini forming themselves in- 
to corps, under the conduct ot such 
as are jossessed of the most heroic 

fortitude; in learning tie m.o1st 
ne- 

cessary itnatiouvres of military ex- 
ercise, and in raising along the east- 
trn and n6rtherti coasts the tibut 
inipreg'Iabie furtiiiidtions. NO dbubt 

there will be considerable difficulty 
on their part, in selecting suitable 
commnanders, but let it be their 
chief aim to fill all the eminent posts 
with such married women as are 

vulgarly called termagants. These 
both from their continual elevation 
of voice, and the fear of losing their 

husbands, possess an infinite superi- 
ority over the rest of the sex. 
Would my advice be of any service 
in that way, I would warmlvy re. 
commend as generalissimo ffrs. Tuor 
bulent; the wife of a well known 

inn-keeper in a northern village. 
To describe this lad!y's excelle"it 

qualifications, would 
engrors 

more 
time, and occupy a greater space than 

my present faper attbrds; suffice ii 
to say, th at she has a voice more son.- 
orous than thetratnpetofNeptune,and 
an arm sufficiently athletic to wield 
the ponderous club of Hercules. Be- 
sides she has for no less than siX- 
teen years, kept the whole parish in 

complete subjection, so that from 
her practice and experience in corn- 
manding, she stands unrivalled by 
heroines both of anicient aii 

,nmodern times, 
I an extremely halrpv to state. 

that everye female, with whom Ihave 
as vet conversed upon this sootjec-t; 
has expressed the most piofound 
gratitudle for n my friendly warning, 
and even some have evincedl a cosm- 

plete reformatioii of conduct on be- 
ing informed of the impending dan- 
ger. Atew days since I happened 
to visit my friend Agricola, who 
lives on the northern coast of thili 

kingdom. Tblis goodnatured man 
has been married twenty-five y)ears, 
and within that period he has scarce- 

ly passed a single day, withoUt re- 
ceiving several curtain lectures; sb 
that his married lite fuorms one con-' 
tinlued scede of servile obedienc6, 
and implicit submission to the most 

arhbirary anid despotic of all tinotka'r. 
chial giverininents, viz. thiA 4f thr 
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petticoat : a government which 
3rings its subjects under continual 
vassalage to the most imaerious and 
domineering tyrants. As I approach- 
ed the house of Agricola, I heard 
a dreadful noise, which increased in 
proportion to my approximation; 
no sooner did I enter the room, than 
I found my ears stunned with a 
storm of eloquence, which for the 
intensity of its noise, far surpassed 
that occasioned by the explosion of 
an hundred cannon, and nearly e- 
qualled the most terrific peal of 
thunder. Electrified and amazed, I 
stood immoveable until the termagant 
dropped her clamorous note, when 
recovering from my surprise, I seat- 
ed myself upon a chair at such a 
distance as to be beyond the reach 
of violent blows. After some time 
the impetuosity of her passion gradu- 
ally subsided, the sternness and tor- 
vity of her countenance decreased, 
when dispelling seven or eight im- 
mense wrinkles from her minacious 
forehead, and spending a considera- 
ble time in adjusting the muscles of 
her face, she accosted me in appar. 
ent terms of tranquil complacency. 
As soon as I found her possessing 
the appearance of goodnature, I 
began to describe to her in terms the 
most energdtic and emphatic, the 
immediate datiger that threatened 
the ladies of Ireland, and particular. 
lv those who reside along the coasts; 
she turned pallid in an instant, the 
blood began to stagnate in its course, 
and every symptom of terror stood 
displayed in her countenance. Up- 
on perceiving this Agricola was in- 
spired with the courage of a Hercu. 
les, and with a voice and look, both 
highly indicative of sincerity, ar. 
dently wished for the happy period 
that should relieve his wounded 
mind from a load of poignant an. 
guish. With a countenance the most 
cheerful and serene, he inquired 
waimly respecting the place of dis- 

embarkation, and upon my inform- 
ing him that it should probably be 
within twenty miles, he immediate- 
ly resolved to be present on the 
beach, that by surrendering himself 
to the first widow that should land, 
he might get rid of his noisy con- 
sort. But I, commiserating the con- 
dition of a numerous family about 
to lose a tender and affectionate fa- 
ther, admonished the old lady with 
respect to her good conduct in fu- 
ture; and whether from good sense 
or self interest, I will not presume 
to say, she has profited so far by the 
advice, that her temper is now com- 
pletely changed, and she modestly 
acquiesces in the opinion of her 
husband upon every occasion. That 
voice which was formerly louder 
than the shouts of Stentor, is now 
modulated so as to consist only of 
the most gentle and soothing accents; 
that countenance, s'hich formerly 
exhibited a prospect more gloomy 
than the surface of the boisterous 
ocean, is now the'seat of an unruf- 
fled calm, and in short this (now 
goodnatured) woman, and her loving 
husband live in the utmost harmony 
and love, enjoying one uninterrupt- 
ed scene of prosperity ; feasting on 
the most refined luxuries of conju- 
gal affection, and sharing the mutual 
happiness of a perpetual honeymoon. 
Here is an example highly worthy 
of imitation, and admirably calcu- 
lated to inspire matrons with affec- 
tion to their luving husbands. Ne- 
ver has the passion of love been more 
permanent in the breast of a female, 
than when it originated from a sense 
of fear. Let then those ladies, who 
once summoned up every charm in 
order to captivate a lover, or secure a 
husband, stoil continue to exercise 
those amiable graces so highly orna- 
mental to theirnative modesty, and so 
enchanting in the eyes of their hus- 
bands. Let them only for a mo- 
ment reflect, that now is of all times 
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the most dangerous to counteract the 
wishes, or contradict the words of 
those gentlemen who are only wait- 
ing in anxious suspense, for any tol- 
erable pretext upon which to assert 
their claims to these modern Ama- 
zons. But I am sorry to state, that 
the fatal consequences of this threat- 
ened invasion will not he solely con- 
fined to matrons; such is the gaiety, 
and such the vivacity of those Pa- 
risian ladies, that they will soon at- 
tract the attention of those lively 
sparks that are always actualed by a 
sense of novelty, and become spon 
taneous victims of the true coquette. 

Walking out the othet day I met 
Miss Flirtilla Ermmerson, a young 
lady, who, for several years has been 
the brightest luminary in this north- 
ern hemisphere. Seldom does she 
appear in any public assembly, with- 
out slaying her " thousands, and her 
tens of thousands." Though not 
yet turned of twenty-three, she pos- 
sesses numerous trophies (if her van- 
quished lovers. It is even said her 
skill in captivation is so profound, that 
she has often conquered a dozen by 
a single glance. Upon my giving her 
a slight hint of her immediate dan- 
ger, she has absolutely resolved to 
abandon the savage and intruman 
practice of making universal con- 
quest, and to marry a frigid-hearted 
old bachelor of seventy. Some 
neighbouring ladies who envy her 
condition, take the liberty of saving 
that she havi)g frmitrl v refused so 
manty proposals, now makes a virtue 
of necessity, and is taught by ex- 
perience, the fatal consequences of 
permitting favourable opportunities 
to pass unimprovedl. But though 
sonime giddy }oung flirts may so fiar 
err in judgment, as to think that 
old men are not the ,rop:er objects 
of conjugal afklrion, yet will thiey 
find by 'experience, that ahen iknm- 
hers sith reluctanct, must give their 

youthful husbands to the French 

ladies, my friend Flirtilla, will be 
permitted to retain hers, he 

beinfg considered an object unworthy of 
removal. A friend of mine to whom 
I related both thhtstory and that of 
Agricola's wife, asserts, that a gene- 
ral imitation of the conduct of those 
two ladies, would be the most effec- 
tual means of securing against the 
effects of the intended invasion. But 
my real opinion is, that recourse 
must be had to arms, as the only 
means of securing our national safe- 
ty. Shall the poor uncultivated Gen- 
too women, who are stangers to the 
lively sensibilities of the most ten- 
der affection, voluntarily leap into 
the flames that consume their de. 
ceased husbands, and shall not our 
Irish females so highly celebrated 
for conjugal fidelity, brave all the 
horrors of the martial field, in secur- 
ing the, possession of their husbands 
wehen alive ? 

J.G. 

On Munemonics. 

To tMuPropriters of the Belfast Magazine. 

1IILE considerable diversity of 
sentiment appears to prevail on 

the subject of lnemnonics, and 

while, 
one set of people supports a 

system which another considers oij 
ly a fair subject foir ridicule and 

contemlpt, 
a few caidid roenark- from 

an impartial person, whi.. ,r)fes ses, 
at leadt, to have no 

g';i:le 
ex-ert 

truth in aiiy controversy, may not 
be unacceptable to the rca ers of 
the Magazine. 

The 
s'lbjtct 

of mnemonics ap. 
pears to have early attracted the 
attention of ingenious reitn. Some 
of 

thq 
learned artcientk speak parti- 

cularly of the art of assisting the 
memory. And there can be no 
doubt but the subject is one of the 
least piroper that could be selected for 
the shaft of ridicule. Mernory is of 
the highest importance to men in 


