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Text, references, 
photos & media, editor 

diversity, content 
coverage, etc.



Quality work

• research project led by the Wikimedia 
Foundation in summer 2012	


• assessed by Wikipedia editors	


• 87.9% of articles were improved from 
during the assignment



Why are their 
contributions high 

quality?



Access to resources

• peer reviewed journals & databases/archives 
• librarians: experts who can train them how to find 

valid sources and properly cite them 
• writing centers: experts who can help them 

understand neutral and fact-based writing 
• time: volunteer editing is a big time commitment! 
• subject matter expertise 
• Wikipedia-editing support and guidance 
• why else?



Student editors add 
well-sourced 
information



Women’s health in 
India

spring 2013 
new article 

graduate student

https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Women's_health_in_India&oldid=554514164






Student editor diversity



Closing content gaps



US/Canada

• 35 sociology 
courses 

!
!

• 61 
communication 

courses

• 31 English 
courses 

!
!

• 11 women’s 
studies courses



What are the content 
gaps on your language 

Wikipedia?



Targeting content 
gaps



Targeting content gaps

• course 
disciplines 

!
!

• academic 
associations

• translation 
assignments 

!
!

• what else?



Impact to Wikipedia 
readers



More readers can 
access a broader 

coverage of 
information





Questions?


