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T O T H E

READER.
PREFACES, metblnks, are fo muclv-

like the printed bills palled upon the

booths in Barrìioiomew-Fair, to give an ac-

count of the entertainment you are to expect

within -, that, were it not in pure compliance

to cuftom, one would forfwear writing any.

But the world is humorous, and mull be

ferved according to its own fafhion. livery

thing is damned that is not a-la-mode. And
he that pubi; fhes a book, without civilly ac-

cording the reader at the beginning, is

thought to intrench upon good manners.

To prevent all thefe in conveniences, it is

thought fit once more to fay a word or two,

not in praife of this volume of Letters, (even

let it take its fortune as the other four have
done •,) but by way of apology for fome things,

which may feem liable to cenfure.

A 2 Some
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To the READER.

Some, perhaps, will be offended at the
zeal which appears in tills Arabian, when he
writes in honour of the Mahometan Faith.

Others will as much wonder at his looienefs

and indifference, his. doubtfulnefs of all

things : For, in fomc of his Letters, he ap-

pears a great Sceptic, and confeffes himJelf

io.

Thefe Gentlemen ought to confider, that

his ftyle and fentiments are fuited to the qua-

lity ofthe perfori- to whom he writes. To his-

intimate friends he unbofoms himfelf with

abundance of franknefs ; but, when he ad-

dreffes to the Mufti, or other Grandees of the

Porte, he is cautious and referved.

It may be fuppo&d, that he underftood

himfelf very well, or elle he was not fit for

that employment in Paris. And, without

doubrr having had his education in the Sera-

glio, as he profeffes, he was no ftranger to

the punctilio's of addrefs ufed in the

Turkifh Court. It was his policy and inte-

re ft to appear a very devout Mahometan,
wh-n he wrote to the Minifters of State :

and it is poffible he was fo in. reality, or at leaft

periuaded himfelf fo, at certain feafons. And
yet this hinders not, but he might, at other

times, take the liberty to defcant on fome

abfurdities



To the READER,

abfurdities in their docirines and practice,

when he wrote to his familiars, and was mind-

ed to converfe with freedom.

If in fome points he feemed to give credit

to the Arabian writers, wha have treated of'

Egypt audits antiquities -, in others, he mews
himfelf a man not over fond of fables and"

romances.

However, let his opinions be what they

will, and his Sentiments never fo extravagant

in matters of fpeculation and controverfy, fo

long as his morals are found and good, there

is no occafion to be captious. We need not;

fear that any Christian, or any man of fenfé,

will be profelyted- by his Letters to a religion,

which he himfelf, though profefiing it, yet fo

often doubts of and ridicules.

He fpeaks very honourably of Chrift, and
impartially of Chriflians, accufing their vices

rather than their doctrines, and appearing all

along a- moderate nian in his fentiments of re-

ligion, and a- friend to virtue and reaion. If

he difcovers fome- failings, in beino- too me-
lancholy, confider, that he was a mortal like

other men. However, reader, admire his

untainted loyalty, and imitate it,

After
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To the R E A D E R,

You will find in- this volume true hiftoryv

with variety of folic! remarks -, and not a few
fecrets of Cardinal Mazarine and Oliver

Cromwell uncabinetted : Particularly, that

famous intrigue carried on by Colonel Spin-

telet and his confederates, to fave Oflend from
being furprifed by the French in the year

1658, and to bubble two of the ableft Statef-

men in Europe.

After all, a/Ture thyfelf, that the next vo-

lume will contain more illuftrious relations

than any that has gone before : Where you
will hear of an end put to the war between

France and Spain, after it had lafted five and
twenty years ; and the marriage of Lewis
XIV. with the Spanifh Infanta \ as alfo of an

univerfal peace in Chrilrendom : The restora-

tion of Charles the Second to his crown and
kingdoms, after twelve years exile in foreign

countries, and twelve feveral revolutions of

government, here at home. With many
other memorable and important events and-

tranfactions in the world-: As the dreadful

earthquake which overturned part of the Py-
renean mountains -, the more destructive

plague, which fwept away almoil an hundred

thoufand people in London -, and the deplo-

rable fire, which confumed the greater!: part,

of that farruus city, in the fpace of three

days»

You



T,o the READER,

You will there alfo find an account of the

death of that great Minifter of State, Cardi-

nal Mazarine : Of the Duke of Orleans, uncle

•to the French King : Of the Duchefs of Sa-

voy : Of Carolus Jofephus, the Emperors-

brother : Of the Duke of Vendofme : Of the

Queen-Mother of France,, and of Philip IV,

King of Spain, with other perfons of princely

quality.

For this Arabian was careful to transmit to

the Ottoman Porte intelligence of all things

which were mod remarkable in Europe. And,
that his Letters might not feem tedious, he
intermixed moral reflections, with.fome max-
ims of policy, efTays of reafon, and, now and
then, a touchofphilofophy: andifwemayguefs
at the caufe of his more abounding in thefe

kinds of mifcellany difcourfes after the year

1659, than he did before-, it feems probable,

that, a general peace about that time being

eftablifhed in Europe, he had little elfe to

write, but his obfervations on the feveral

States and Courts of Chriftian Princes -, the dif-

ferent manners, cuftoms, and laws of people;

the counfels and intrigues of Stateirnen :

With fuch other matters as occurred worthy
of notice.

If either in this volume, or in thofe that are

to come, he feems in any of his Letters to alter

his



To the READ E R.

his opinion, and contradict his former fenti-

ments ; remember it is no more than what
the greater! writers have done, who have lived

to old-age, as this agent did. No-body is igr

norant of St. Auguftine's Retractions, and Cor-
nelius Agrippa's Vanity of Sciences: Wherein
thofe two great authors run counter to all they

had writ before. And it were eafy to pro-

duce an hundred inftances befides.

In a word, reader, take in good part the

ttanflator's pains, who renders things as he

found them, without altering or corrupting

the fenfe of his copy. Farewell.

ATA.
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LETTERS
WRIT BY

A SPY AT PARIS,

BOOK I,

LETTER I.

Mahmut the Arabian, and vileft of the Grand
Signior's Slaves, to the myfterious Efad,

Arbitrator of doubtful Problems, Prince

of the Mufti's,

WHEN I firft came to Paris, my in-

i'tru£lions were not fo full and particular,

as to direct in all emergencies. A great

many things were left to my own conduci: and pru-
dence, both in civil and religious matters. So that,

if I have made any falfe fleps, I hope it will be ex-
cufable ; in regard it is not fo much my fault as that

of the Minifters who relide at the auguft Porte. I

have often addrefled to them, deiiring fupplemental
rules and cautions in fome peculiar cafes which I

propofed : But they have been very fparing of their

counfels. It is true, indeed, about five years ago, I

received fome particular orders from the Vizir Azem,
and the Kaimacham, as alfo from thy^ Sanctity :

Wherein I was commanded to write with all free-

Vol,V. B dom



2 LETTERS WRIT BY
.dom to the Grandees. This, with the other direc-

tions, has been of great ufe to me. It has armed
me with frefh courage, and removed the melancholy
apprehenfions I had of fome men's revenge, whole
vices I reproved. Praife be to GOD, King of the
Day of Judgment, I have accufed no man wrong-
fully. Yet I was full of fears, even in the perform-
ance of my duty-j knowing, that mortals generally
love to have their faults concealed, and purfue thofe

with malice who difcover, or apprehend them. But
now all my fears in that kind are vanifhed. Yeti
Have fcruples of another nature, which none but
the infallible Guide of the Faithful can difperfe.

Ever fince I have refided here, I have been pre-

ci fe in obferving all the precepts of our holy law,

fo far as confifted with the fecurity and fuccefs of

my commimon. For I have been forced to leap

over many lyes and falfe oaths to conceal myfelf.

J have likewife done abundance of other irregular

things, to promote the caufe I am engaged in, for

all which thou haft vouehfafed me a difpenfation.

There remains one thing in which thy advice is ne-
ceffary.

I have been hitherto punctual in keeping the faft

of Ramazan, at the time appointed to all Mufful-
mans ; which, thou knoweft, falls earlier by ele-

ven days every year than it did the year before. So
that, in the fpace of four-and-thirty years, it pafTes

through all the four feafons. Now this fuccemve
variation of the great faft, caufing it fometimes to

fall at the very times of the moft folemn feitivals

among the Nazarenes, fuch as that which they call

their Chriftmas, which is a feaft of thirteen days :

I fear^left I may be taken notice of, mould I, by
celebSiing the Ramazan at thofe times, contradict

the univerfal practice of all the Franks, and ftart

fufpicions in thofe with whom I converfe, to my
di fadvantage and ruin.

To thee, therefore, who art the wifeft of the

wife, I fly for counfel in this exigency, befeeching

thee to dictate plainly what I am to do.

I know
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I know that the Tick, or wounded, or travellers,

are difpenfed with, if they violate the Sacred Moon.
At which time the gates of Paradife are opened,

and invifible favours are done to the devout ob-

fervers of this precept : Whilft the avenues of Hell

are barricadoed, and all the devils chained up from
appearing abroad, or doing any mifchief in the

world. I fay, I am not ignorant of the indulgence
which is given to men under fuch circumftances,

provided they fatisfy the law, by keeping the faft at

fome other feafon, more agreeable to their health,

or other necemties. And thus far I could have
filenced the alarms of my own confcience, without
molefting thee : Knowing, that a Muflulman is al-

ways allowed this liberty in a foreign country, much
more in a region of Infidels.

But that which I aim at is to be informed, Whe-
ther, to put the better difguife on myfelf, and more
efficacioufiy to profecute the intereft of the Grand
Signior, I may not always celebrate this faft at the

precife time that the Chriftians keep their Lent ?

For then I mould pafs unfufpecied, and no man
would take me for any another than a Chriftian

and a Catholick. Nay, my manner of daily fading,

at that time, would raile a considerable credit among
the Chriftians that know me, they would cry me
up for a faint, or a very holy man. For the faft of
the Chriftians is a feaft in comparifon of the rigo-

rous abftinence of the Mufiulmans. Thofc indeed
refrain all forts of flefh, but they load their tables

with variety of fifh, and other dainties ; neither

have they patience to tarry for their repaft beyond
the mid-day. Whereas the MufTulmans tafte of
nothing during the Ramazan, till the fun a^-gone
down, and the ftars appear. No, not even in the
parching defarts of Arabia, where men are ready to
perifh of thirfr.

;
yet no man will extend his hand to

trie water-pot to refrefh himfelf in thofe ufifpeak-
able agonies, till the fhadow of the earth is ad-
vanced into the higher region of the air, and has
banifhed the leaft glimmerings of the fun. When,

B 2 therefore,
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therefore, the Franks filali fee me fad after this auf-
tere falhion in their Lent, they will fay, I am a very
mortified man, and a devout Catholick: For they
judge altogether by the outilde. -So, if any danger
ftiould threaten me, Ilhould find friends among the
zealots, and the indifferent would not appear my
enemies : But -the wicked, whole black guilt has
rendered them a terror to themlelves, as well as an
abomination to others, would Hand in fear of me.
Thus, on all hands, a way would be open for me
to efcape a difcovery of the fecrets committed to my
charge.

It would be much more to my fatisfaòtion, if I

could with fafcty celebrate this fait in the very moon
wherein the Alcoran was brought down from hea-
ven, as all good Muffulmans generally do : But I

am taught not to betray, or fo much as hazard the

affairs of my great Mafter for a mere nicety or punc-
tilio of religion. God is the merciful of the merci-
ful, and it is his will that the empire of the true

Faithful mould be extended wherever the moon or

the fun fhine on earth.

Great Oracle of the Muffulmans, Doctor of faith

snd verity, it is in thy power to confirm or fhake

my relblution in this point : For, from thy fentence,

there is no appeal.

Pais, 5th of die 7th Moon,
of the Year 1 6 54.

LETTER II.

To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew, at Vienna.

THOU informer! me, that the King of the

Romans is dead, and that divers prodigies hap-
pened about the time of his expiring. Whim others

report, that the German Emperor himfelf died the

9th of the laft moon. However, I ihall tranfmit

thy
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thy advice to the mining Porte ; not trufting to the

uncertain intelligence of fame.

Kings and Emperors n uit refign up their breaths

as well as other mortals. It is a tribute we all owe
to Nature, who will be paid one time or other»

Neither has fhe ever exempted any from the com-
mon lot, fave Enoch, Elias, and Jefus the fon of

Alary. Thefe were holy Prophets, perfect: Saints,

and void of original fin, and therefore received an
indulgence. Though thofe of your nation and the

Chriitians believe, that the lait of thefe three diecfc

on a crefs.

As for all others, they have either been dhTolveu*

by ficknefs, or fnatched away by fudden death l

Some bv an invifible dart from Heaven ; others by
the ruder hands of mortals like thennelves ; millions

by the fword and fpear, and ten millions by the

fwifter and more unavoidable ftroke of the arrow
and bullet : WhiHt not a few have received their

death from the very elements which fupported
4

their

life. An unruly fire has crumbled fome into their

nrfr. atoms, and mingled their ames with thofe of
their houfes and beds of repofe : Whilft water, a,

contrary principle, has quenched the vital flame in.

others. There is but one way to enter into this life ;

but the gates of death and the invifible fiate are

without number : And the greateft Monarch may*
as well fall by the prick of a thorn, as by the edge
of a fword. Every time I fwallow my meat, I re.-

member the fate of him that was choaked by a grain
of pepper ; and that of Anacreon, the poet, who
was ftrangled by the ftone of a raifm.

Yet I am not follicitous in chufmg or avoiding par-
ticular deaths, knowing that no human counfel can
prevent the decrees of deftiny. It rather pleafes me
to think (fuch is my ambition) that, by whatibever
method I am fent to the grave, there I mail be equal
to the Alexanders, Caefars, Timurlengs, and the
greateft mortals ; for there is no diftinction of noble
and vulgar in that region of anarchy, where all

ranks are levelled in the dun* : As Diogenes told

B 3 Alexander,
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Alexander the Great; when the Monarch, behold-
ing that philofopher in a charnel-houft, his eyes at-

tentively fixed on the bones of the dead which lay in

heaps, afked him, What he was doing ? To which
Diogenes replied, ' I am looking for thy father Phi-
* lip's bones, but cannot diftinguim them from thole
* of his flaves.' Some fuch thought as this might,
perhaps, hrft occafion the cuftom of writing epi-

taphs on the fepulchres of eminent perfons. Among
which I have read fome made by the intombea
themfelves, whilft they were on this fide the grave,

and for their iingular fancy were thought worthy to

be recorded by hiitorians. Such as this :

I Sabbas of Milan, by blood aCaftilian, Friar

and Knight of Jeruialem, wifh a happy re-

furreótion to my afhes. While I was alive

among mortals, a little fatisfied me. Now
I am dead, and alone in my grave, I am
content with lefs. I neither knew myfelf

what I was ; nor do thou inquire. Tra-

veller, whoever thou art, if thou be pious,

pray for me, and pafs on. Farewell, and
. live mindful of death. Living, I provided
' this epitaph, knowing I muli die.

The birth and life of mortals are nothing

but toil and death.

Such another was that of Heliodojus, a Moor
;

who caufed himfelf to be buried near to the pillar*

of Hercules, with this infcription on his tomb :

1 Heliodorus, a mad Carthaginian, have com-
manded by my laft will and teftament,

that I fhould be interred here in the fartheft

angle of the world-, to make experiment,

whether
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whether any man, more mad than myfelf,

would travel thus far to vifit my fepulchre.

But that which Semiramis caufed to be infcribed

on her torab was a perfect fatire on the living. It

was this :

I Semiramis, whilft living, never was in need

of money \ yet was always companionate

to the poor. Now I am dead, my grave is

my treafury. If any of royal race be in

want, let him open this dormitory, and he

fhall find a fupply..

When Darius conquered Babylon, and was told

of this epitaph j ftung with avarice, he caufed the

fepulchre to be opened in his own prefence. But,
inftead of money, they only found a tablet of brafs,

with thefe words engraven on it:.

My epitaph is a riddle.. This is the inter-

pretation : I never was covetous; < nly

iuch as are poor, thefe I pity -, and have

therefore provided this lefFon as a treafure,

for the man who, for lucre, mall prefume
to violate my tomb

If thou wilt rob the living, forbear to plun-

der the dead, left they bring thee to

fhame, as I have done.

Thou telleft me, that the Emperor feems not to

be much grieved for the death of his fon, the Roman
King. Perhaps, his forrow is fo great, that it can-
not find a vent. Violent and uncommon paflions

are apt to fmother within the heart, whilft only,

fmaller griefs break forth into tears.

B-4. It
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It was a memorable faying of a certain King of

Egypt, who was overcome by Cambyfcs the Perfian
JYfonarch, and taken captive, with all his children •>

when the cruel Conqueror, to fport himfelf in the
mifery of his royal prifoners, and infult over the
vanquiihed Egyptians, firil caufed the daughter of
the captive King to be employed in the meaneft of-

fices with the common flaves, before her father's

face : Then his fon to be bridled and curbed like a

horfe, with a vaft burthen tied on his back. At
both which difmal fpeótacles, the poor Egyptian
Monarch med not one tear : But, when he faw one
that had formerly been his fervant, reduced to great

poverty, he wept bitterly. Cambyfes afking him
the reafon, why he fcemed fo infenfible of his chil-

dren's calamity, and yet was touched w* h fo tender
a grief for the misfortune of a ifranger ? He anfwer-
ed, ' Son of Cyrus, the defolation of my family
* aiflicis me with fo profound a forrow, that no tears
* can exprefs it : But my companion to this diftref-
4 fed fervant, being not fo violent, eafily breaks
* forth into tears.'

Nathan, I wifh thee neither extreme joy nor grief,

for they are both hurtful to the heart.

Pari?, ift of the 8th Moon,
cf the Year 1654.

LETTER III.

To Mahummed Hodgia, venerable Eremite

of the cave, replete with wonders.

WHEN I contemplate thy life fo full of in-

nocence, and void of the very fhadow of vice,

I am like a ferpent roufed from his "fleep by a breeze

of cooler wind, or the noife of a traveller en the

road : My foul ftarts ; and, unfolding all the drow-
fy curls of fenfuality, ftretches itfelf at full length :

Sur-
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Surprifed and afhamed of its own lethargy, it fwift-

ly retires into a dark corner, to cover it/elf from the

light of its own faculties, and from the brighter re-

flections of thy fpirit, which penetrate like the beams
of the fun.

I do not prefently curfe myfelf, the hour of my
nativity, my frienas that have flattered me into an
erroneous belief of my own virtue, or my enemies
that have provoked mey and by various trains in-

tangled me in the paths of vice. Such malediction
only becomes the mouth of a Jew,, or a libertine :

For we arrive at perfection, not by curfing ths

evil, but by imitating the good.

I had rather blefs the hour of conjunction, the inr

fluence of my better ftars,. and the confcellaticns of
a more propitious horofcope, the moment when J
had the honour to touch the fand before thy feet

with my lips to that fancfuary of holinefs. Oh thoa
patron of good intentions ; fincere reformer of hu-
man errors : Refulgent pattern of the pious; glory

of the wife ; moil excellent of the excellent,- Phoe-
nix of the age !

Praife be to God, the firft and the I aft : Peace to

the angels who ltand round his throne, and to the

prophets who rejoice in his prefence. An univerfal

jubilee to all the inhabitants of Paradife : And eter-

nal felicity to the faint of the defart on earth,, whofe
foul is expanded wide as the firmament.

I amravifhed, and full of ecitafies, becaufe there

is not found thy equal on this fide the clouds.

When thou malt be cropped from the earth, the

mirror of mortals, the flower of human nature is

gone. The trees of the wildernefs will lament thy
death, by whofe prefence they flour; fhed and brought
forth their fruit in due feafon. At thy departure

the grafs of the field will fade and wither, confeious
that thy merits drew down the rain and dew of hea-
ven to render Arabia fertile in herbage.
The beads will languirli for want of pafture, and

mtn will bewail the dearth of the land ; knowing,
B 5 that
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that the life of the juft caufes the ground to produce
a plenteous harveft.

But no mourning will be like that of Mahmut,
who can boaft of thy particular friendfhip ; and in
lofing thee will be as if he were deprived of the
light cf the fun, or the morning air, ór the benefit

of fire and water : For fo thy favours are refrefhing

as the elements, without which we cannot live.

Therefore as oft as I turn my face to the city,

fanclified by the birth of cur holy Prophet ; I fend
up my vows to Heaven for thy long life ; befeeching
God, for the univerfaJ good of nature, to continue
the man on earth, the veftment of whofe foul is

compofed of rays darted from all the fortunate itars.

Tell me, O thou holieft of the holy ones in the

Eaft ; favourite of the angels ; fecret friend of
the Eternal ; Envoy Extraordinary from the Omni-
potent ; Agent incognito for the Court of Hea-
ven ! Tell me by what chart I mail fteer my courfe

through this life, uncertain as the lea, and toffed

with as many tempefls. I find in myfelf manifeir.

inclinations to virtue, and whatfoever is good; yet

I fìrill miftake the methods of attaining my end. I

would fain be perfectly pious, juft, and wife ; but
know not how to compaia my defign. One event

or other Hill fruftrates my labour : Either a friend

or an enemy, a relation or a ftranger, cafualties

without, or the pailions within, flop me in the be-

ginning, or the midft of a glorious career, the race

which cannot be run without noble agonies.

Then I take breath, and, roufmg myfelf with frefh

vigour, I chearfuily addreis to the combat, which
crowns the vicior with immortality. My courage
is great, my refoluiion fixed, at the firir. letting

out : I gain ground on a fudden ; the wheels of my
chariot are, for a time, like thofe of the {un^ thofe

momentary advances are not perceived by mortals.

But. before I get half-way to the meridian, fome un-
(kilful Phaeton, an erroneous thought, or a giddy

paiTion overthrows me. Either old habits, or new
tempta-

3
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temptations, hinder me from gaining the prize in

the Olympicks of virtue.

Thus, often foiled, I retire with marne and weak-
nefs ; and, finding no redrefs within, I fly to thee,

who art created a director of the world.

It will be an oitenre to make repetitions, and afk

Counfel again : I will henceforth endeavour to fol*

low thy example, which is certainly the moft cor-

rect rule of a religious life. But then I cannot ferve

the Grand Signior in this poll. Refolve my doubts.

Is it lawful for me to abandon my duty, and retire

into a defarc ? If not, I will eieit a folitude in the

midft of this populous city, and build an hermitage
in my own heart. If I cannot arrive at the perfec-

tions I aim at, I will at leaft endeavour to be as

good as I can. There is a religious dexterity, by
which a man may, in the midfr. of worldly bulinefs,

make for hirnfelf paths of innocence, and walk free

from the general contagion of mortals. If I cannot
perfonn any eminent good, I v/ill take care to ab-
flain from enormous evils : Neither will I commit
the leaft, without a good intention ; which, lam
aflured by the Mufti, fometimes fanctifies a bad ac-
tion. If I lye, or forfwear nryfelf, it fhall be to

ferve my.great Mailer. If I diifemble my religion,

and counterfeit aChriftian, I will propoie to myfelf
the greater advantage of theMuflulman faith : Thus
fome higher end fhall always direct my intention

.

and performances.
But, if thou wilt tell me after all, that this is not

the way to Paradife, I will forfake all worldly inte-

refr, wherein I find fo many intanglements, and
take up my refidence in fome humble cave, or cleft

of a rock, or hollow of a tree ; where I will fpend
the reft of my days in contemplating the firft Ef- -

fence, and all that flows from it. I will bid a final

adieu to this perfidious age, to the vain generation

of mortals that live in it, to whofe converfe I Inali

have rcafon to prefer that of the heafts, who are fi r

more innocent, and lefs debauched than men. Fi r
"

lions and tigers, in the utmoft fury of their hunger,

,

B 6 abita »:
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abftain from preying on thofe of their kind. Man
is the only Cannibal, who devours his brother, and
greedily {"wallows down the blood of him who bears
the fame image as himielf.

I fpeak not cf the ancient Scythians, Mafiagetes,
or Tartars ; nor of the more modern favages in A-
merica, who fluffed their greedy paunches with hu-
man flefh. Their barbarifm has crept, by tranfmi-

gration, into the molt civilifed empires and ftates ;

and is not the lefs cruel, becaufe it has changed its

form.

Nor do I tax the more excufable epicurcifm of
thofe, who ranfack all the elements for dainties ;

whofe tables are loaded with the llaughtered carcafes

of birds, beafls and fimes ; their houfes polluted

with an extravagant profufion of the blood of thofe

creatures, which the eternal Mind formed to live,

and enjoy the fruits of the earth, as well as our-
felves.

But I accufe the oppreflors of men, thofe Canni-
bals in difguife, whofe very bread is mingled with
the marrow of the poor ; and their greater delicacies

• are ragouts, compounded of the blood of widows
and orphans ; whilft they ftarve and ruin whole fa-

milies to fupport a ncedlefs grandeur, a momentary
pomp, which vaniihes almofl as foon as it appears.

Yet thefe men think to pacify Heaven, by build-

ing magnificent temples and oratories; by intailing

their elfates on convents and hofpitals : As if the

Omnipotent were to be bribed ; or took pleafure in

gifts, which are but the fruits of robbery and in-

juftice. Can the facrifices of Infidels be more ac-

ceptable, becaufe they are made on altars of gold ?

Or even the prayers of Mufiulmans, in that they are

\ reathed out in mofques built of the fineft marble
cruiled over with precious flones and adorned with
carpets and hangings of the richefr. tifiues and bro-
cades ? The ancient Pagans can inftruci: us better.

Thou wilt not think me tedious, if I relate a paf-

fage, which juft came into my mind, of a certain

great man in Afia, who pofieiTed vail herds of cattle,

and
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and was accuftomed to make magnificent oblations

to the gods. This Grandee once made a pilgrimage

to Delphos, famous in thofe days for the oracle of

Apollo. He carried with him an hundred bulls,

whofe horns were inchafed in gold, being fpurred

on with extraordinary devotion, and deiigning to

do a fingular honour to the god. When he arrived

at the place, puffed up with his coftly prefent, and
the flatteries of his attendants, he boldly approached
the temple, thinking no man on earth more worthy
of the god's friendfhip than himfelf ; demanding of
the Pythonefs (for fo they called the woman who
performed the office of prieflhood there) Who,
among all mortals, made the molt acceptable facri-

fices, and departed with the greateft blefling from the

oracle ? (for he prefumed the pre-eminence would
be granted to himfelf.) When me anfwered, 4 That
4 one Clearchus of Methydrium was the molt de-
* vout and dear to the gods, of all men.'

Aitonifhed above meafure, at this unexpected re-

ply, the vain bigot refolved to find out this man,
and learn of him what method he took to pleafe the

divinity He haitens therefore to Methydrium : And,
when he firfb came within view of it, he defpifed the

meannefs of the place, judging it impofiible that

one man, or all the town, could be able to prefent

the gods with more magnificent oblations than he.

Having found out Clearchus, he afked him, What
facrifices he ufed to make to Apollo ? To whom
Clearchus replied, U I am a poor man, and, when I
44 go to Delphos, I carry neither filver nor gold, but
44 only a.baiket of fruits, the befc. that my farm af-
44

fords, which I freely offer to the powers which
44 govern all things, and from whom I receive what-
44 foever I enjoy. Moreover, I keep the appointed
44 holy days ; and my poorer neighbours go chearfui
44 from my table. I never killed a,ny thing : Nor
44 have I done to another that which I would not
44 have done to myfelf. I pray to Jupiter every
44 morning before the fun arifes, and at night when
" he goes down. I keep myfelf and my cottage

" clearu
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" clean. In all things elk I live like the beafls,
*' that is, according to nature.'*

Thou wilt perceive by this, O pious Eremite,
that fimplicity and innocence are the moft accepta-
ble facrifice to the fupremely Merciful. And that
the moli: high God takes no pleafure in the fmoke
of burnt-orFerings, or the pompous addrefles of the
great ; but only the pure flames of a devout heart

;

the integrity of a juft man, void of deceit and guile.

Thou, iiluftrious Mahummed. art the perion in

whom thefe things are verified. May God fhelter

thee with his mercies, to the hour of tranfmigration,
and beyond the lait flight of time.

Paris, ift of the 8th Moon,
of die Year 1654..

LETTER IV..

To the Xaimacham.

THERE are two actions which take up all the '

difcourfe at preient. One is the fiege of Ste-

nay, a itxong town in Flanders, before which the

French army is newly laid down. The ether is the

inveiti ng of Arras by the Spaniards.

It is the prefenee of many illuftrious perfonages,

.

that renders both thefe fieges confiderable. In the

French camp are prefent the King, Cardinal Ma-
zarine, and all the Grandees of the Court. In the

Spanifh are Arch-duke Leopold, thePrince ofConde,
Francis Duke of Lorrain, With others of prime
quality.

They are very vigorous on both fide?, in prefHng

and defending thefe two places; as if the fate of

both kingdoms were new at (take. In my opinion

Frar.ee runs the grcatefc hazard : For, if the Spa-
niards mould prove fucceisful in what, it is laid,

they have refolved upon, that is, the relief of Ste-
li ay ,
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nay ; if they mould give battle, and get the vic-

tory, a way would be open for them to^ penetrate

into the bowels of France. And it is thought many
towns in this kingdom would open their gates to

them, whilft the Prince of Conde is at the head of

their army, who does all things in the name of the

French King : Even his rebellion itfelf is mafqued
under the fpecious title of ' taking up arms to ref-
* cue the captive King from the hands of Mazarine
c and his adherents.' A pretty way of feducing the

people from their obedience. The partifans, and
indeed all the French, are divided into cabals and
parties ; fome efpoufing the Prince of Conde's iute—

reft, whilft others manifeft an incorruptible loyalty

to their Sovereign. I approve the morals of the lat-

ter, yet privately rejoice at the treafons of the for-

mer, wifhing their interrine quarrels may continue
till the day of the earthquake.

Eliachim the Jew follows the Court, which ra-

ther ought now to be called the Camp. His private

affairs call him that v/ay : From him I receive fre-

quent advice of the moft important matters in that

theatre cf war. He informs me, that the King of
France's prefence in thefiege of Stenay infpires his

foldicrs with more than ordinary vigour : And that

he mews daily proofs of an extraordinary courage.

He was one whole night on horfeback, giving or-

ders, and dircciing his engineers. Next morning
he fends a fummons to the Governor, who made a

ftout reply, being refolved to hold out to thelaft ex-
tremity ; and therefore fallied out of the town with
a party of refolute men, who killed near four thou-
fand of the Befiegers.

But, alas ! thefe Infidels are only ftout, whilft well

fed : Not knowing what it is to endure the rigours

of famine and other intolerable bardfhips. In all

the weftern hiftories, they cannot match the bravery
of a garrifcn in the impregnable fortrefs of Merdin,
famous in cur annals for fuftaimng a feven years

fiege,. where the mighty Timurleng lay before it with
his invincible army. That fcourge of Heaven, to

terrify
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terrify the befieged, and give them an earneft of h>$

refolution, caulcd all the old trees round about this

place to be cut down, and young ones to be planted

in far greater numbers : Declaring at the fame time,
" That he would not raife the liege, till thofe trees
" mould be mature enough to bear fruit:" When
that time came, he fent a prefenc of the fruits to the
Governor of the garrifon; as likewife of mutton,
with this mefTage, " That he took pity on fo brave
" a man, fearing leit he fhould liarve for want of
" nccc-daries."

As icon as the Governor had received thefe pre-

ferite, turning to the meflènger, he faid, " Go tell

" thy mailer, I thank him for his preferì t of fruits :

" But, for the flefh, we (hall have no occanon, fo
cc long as our ewes afford us milk enough to fuftain
" the whole garrifon. And, that thy matter maybe
" aftured we are riot in want of that, I will fend him
M a prefent of cheefes made of the fame." Accord-
ingly, he commanded four cheefes to be delivered to

the mefTenger ; which, when Timurleng faw, and
had heard the words of the Governor, he defpaired

of reducing that place, though he had laid before it

feven years, wanting only two moons. But, had
he underftood what fort of cheefes thefe were^ he
v/ould, no doubt, have changed his refolution 5 for,

it feems, they were made of the milk of bitches,

and were the very laft fuflenance the garrifon had,

except theflem itfelf of thofe unclean ani-rals.

Believe me, fage Minifter, fuch examples of pa-

tience and fortitude are very rare. And this was
the more remarkable, in that it was the firft place,

where that invincible General's hand met with a re-

pulfe.

Pari?, 1 ft of the 8th Moon,
of ihe Year 1654.

LETTER
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LETTER V.

To Ds;net Odou.

THIS is the anniverfary day of my nativity;

which I celebrate not, as others go, on fuch

an occafion, with mirth and revelling, with mufick
and ibngs. My chamber is not perfumed with the in-

cenfe of Arabia, nor with any extraordinary odours :

Neither is it adorned with flowers, laurel, or the

branches of green trees. I am not at the expence
of coftly oils, to burn in a multitude of lamps, and
make joyful illuminations, as at a feaft. Such pom-
pous vanity I leave to thofe, who, perhaps, have
more reafon to be merry in this life, than the

thoughtful and penfive Mahmut can find out.

On the other fide, I fpend not this day in extreme
and fruitlefs mourning : But, retaining an indiffe-

rence of mind, I confecrate it to the fervice of my
reafon and contemplation ; which are the only
things confiderable in mortal man.
Fr m the minute that I firft awaked this morn-

ing, I have been pondering on myfelf and human
nature. I fufrered my anxious thoughts to ftart

back beyond the hour of my birth, reflecting on the

imprifonment I fuffered in my mother's womb,
which yet I cannot in the leaft remember. And this

is the cafe of all men. We know not how we came
into this open world of light, from that region of
darknefs ; nor that ever we were fo fhut up, but as

we are told by our parents ; and common experience
confirms us, that this is the lot of all mortals. How
then filali we be able to difcover what ftate v/e were
in before our conception ? Whether we were in the
rank of things wh ;ch have exiftence, or whether we
were not h ;d in the womb of nothing ? I tell thee^

this thought has filled me with great inquietudes.

I am reftlefs to know my own original. I would
fain be informed, if that which they call the foul be

afub-
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a fubfknce diilinct from the body, or only a finer
part of matter, a quintefience of the elements. If
it be difHnct, as I have reafon to believe, it would be
a fingular happinefs to be fatisfied where it was, be-
fore united to this machine of item and bones ; and
whether that union be voluntary or forced : For I

BUtll profefs myfelf to be altogether in the dark, as
to . .de fcrutinies. Sometimes I join with the Pia-
toiiiits, and conclude all human fouls to be particles

of the divine nature, beams of the eternal fun ; and,
that though our light be now oblcured and veiled
under ihe clouds of earthly matter, yet we have for-

merly ihined With an undiininifhed fplendor, when
only imbodied in the clearer air, or more refined

fubitance of the (ky. Perhaps, I think, for fome
errors committed in that fuperior ftate, we are fent

down into theie bodies, as into prifon, for our pu-
nifhment. Then I am vexed at the fatal dulnefs of

my memory, that retains no* idea of my paft con-
dition.

At other times (for like all mortals I am fubject. to

change) I embrace the doctrines of Pythagoras,
which thou knoweir. are generally entertained all

over the'Eaft : And, believing the tranfmigration of
fouls from one living creature to another, I cannot
be certain but that 1 have been an elephant, a ca-

mel, or a horfe, or perhaps fome more contemptible
animal ; and, for aught I know, I have undergone
all the various kinds of metamorphofis that ever

Ovid mentioned.
However, be it how it will, I fee no grounds to

make any extravagant folcmnity on the account of

my being bom to what I am now, that is, a man ;

for I think we are the only fpectacles of folly and
mifery, among all the creatures of God.
We boaft of arts and fciences; yet the wifeft of

mortals are always moft fenfible, ' that they know
nothing.' One man builds a ltately houfe, a place

of repofe and refuge for himfelf and his family ; ano-
ther comes and pulls it down, demolifhing the only

{landing monument of his brother's prudence, or ra-

ther
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ther of his folly, who, perhaps, confumed the great-

eft part of his eftate in that coftly fabrick : Where-
as, among all his fciences, had he but learned to
' know himfelf,' an humble, convenient cottage

would have ferved his neceifities, duiing his fhori

life, and fo he might have avoided the ftroke ofenvy

.

I tell thee, my friend, I cannot build altars to

Fortune, nor adore the external pageantry of the

rich and great. I equally hate to be flattered my-
("elf, as thofe who invite their friends to folemnifc

their birth-day.

Yet, in thus condemning external honour, I do the

greater! reverence to myfelf, whilft I preferve my
reafon free from being violated or prcphaned by
foolifh.cuit.oms.

Pari?, lft of the 3th Moon,
of the Year 1654.

LETTER VI.

To the Seli&ar Aga, or Sword-bearer to the

Grand Signior.

SOmetimes we feem to be afleep here in this city

for want of news. But of late we have been
roufed by poil upon port : Some bringing intelli-

gence of the furrender of Stenay to the French King ;

ethers of the revclt ofBarcelona from the Spaniards.

But that which is of fremeft date, and for which all

the ftreets of Paris are this night illuminated with
bonfi;es, is the relief of Arras, where the French
have obtained a glorious victory. The number of
the dead is not yet known, but laid to be very great.

And it is certain the victors have taken above {cv^n

thoufand prifoners, fixty cannon, five thoufand wag-
gons, an equal number of horfes, with all the plate

and rich furniture of the Prince of Conde, Arch-
duke Leopold, Francis of Lorrain, and the other

Grandees
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Grandees of the Spanifh army. In fine, the French
are maflers of the town, and cf the field, and all

Flanders appears too little now to hold them.
Thefe continual fuccefles redound much to the

eftablifhment of Cardinal Mazarine, who now feems
above the ftroke of misfortune or malice. Yet no
man can call himfelf happy till the hour of his death,,

which alone releafes us from all human miferies.

Some days ago, I received a letter from Nathan.
Ben Saddi, which informs me of the death of the
Roman King, andoffeveral prodigies which were
feen before, and about the time of his departure.

When he was firft taken fick, there arofe a vio-
lent temperi of wind, which blew down the crofs

from one of their churches. After this followed
a terrible earthquake that fhook the whole city,

threatening to remove its foundations. Moreover,
an old eagle, a domeftick of the Imperial' palace,

and that had lived there many years,, took wing the

day before the King's ficknefs, and flew quite away.
Then the bells of the Imperial chapel rung thrice,

of their own accord, in the fpace of twelve hours.

Thus far the Jew aflares me is true. There are ad-
ditional reports of ftrange apparitions that were feen

about Vienna during the ficknete of this Prince, as

of a funeral proceffion after midnight, through the

courts of the palace ; and of a Iriower of warm
blood that fell at noon-day in the itreets of that city.

But thefe I have only from the mouth of common
fame, which, thou knoweif, does not alwTays fpeak

truth.

I defire thee and all the Minifters to make dis-

tinction between thofe paiTages which I ascertain,

and the doubtful relations of the multitude. In
thefe cafes, men are prone to fuperftition, and love

to be the authors of portentous news. But thou
mayeff. believe what the Jew relates, for he never
affects to be fabulous.

It would tempt one to a(k, What Irrange hidden
power produces thefe unufual iigns ? Whether we
mortals are under zhQ cuilody of invifible beings

who
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who teach the elements and other creatures to utter

the future events of fate ? or, whether all thefe

things which appear fo (frange and furpriling, be
not mere cafuaìties ; accidents of nature happen-
ing of courfe, and only made remarkable by their

timing ? Who knows, but that the voluntary ring-

ing of the bells might proceed from the motion of
the tower where they hung, during the earthquake ?

Or, Why need we wonder, that a crofs or a creicent

mould be blown down from the top of a high mina-
ret by a violent tempeft of wind ?

Thefe things appear to me as natural, as for the

rain to lodge all the corn in the fields ; or for a ftorm
to tear up the trees by the roots, overturn houfes,

and commit a thoufand other violences. Neither
do I perceive any thing worthy admiration in the

flight of the eagle. Perhaps fome royal caprice fprung
in the head of that King of birds, which he never
felt before. There is nothing of prodigy in all this,

but only becaufe it happened at fuch a critical junc-
ture. Had it been at another time, nobody, per-

haps, would have taken notice of it, any more than
they do of earthquakes at Naples, which are com-
mon in that country, where the earth is very hol-
low, being made fo by veins of continual burning
fulphur. They have felt feveral in that kingdom
within thefe two moons, as alfo at Rome ; but no
great hurt has been done.

Nathan informs me alfo, that the Venetian Am-
baffador at Vienna has distributed great fums of
money, in token of his joy, for the late victory that

Republick obtained againft the Mufiulmans. This
appears to me a real prodigy, that the Ottomans,
who are invincible by land, yet ftill come off with
lofs at fea.

Queen Chriftina of Sweden is expected here e're

long. She came to Antwerp in the habit of a man,
which occafions variety of cenfures. The French
call her the learned Amazon, fhe being well verfed

in many languages and fciences. They extol her

virtues and perfection^ ftyling her the Phoenix of the

S age.
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age. All the weftern Nazarenes are devout ad-
mirers of women : And one of their famous fages,

whom they call Henry Cornelius Agrippa, wrote a
felecl trea'tife in praife of that fex ; wherein he en-
deavours to prove, that they are more excellent and
noble creatures than men. But he would find few
profelytes in the Eaft.

It is certain there have been very famous women
in all ages, and it would be envy in men to deny
them their due praife. Such was Dido, Queen of
Carthage ; the Roman Lucretia, the Sybils, Theana,
Pythagoras's wife, with his daughter Dama ; Sap-
pho the poetefs, with innumerable others, both of

Eaft and Weft, renowned for their virtue, learning,

or valour in the wars. But it does not follow, that

they therefore furpafs men.
Let us keep the rank in which God and nature

have placed us, without being churlifh or effemi-

nate. And this is the beft way to get and retain the

efteem of that nice fex, who hate a clown, and de-

fpifea coward.

Paris, 30th of the 8di Moon,
of the Year 1654.

LETTER VII.

To Pefteli Hali, his Brother, Matter of the

Cuftoms at Conftantinople.

THOU art he to whom I can unmafk : With
others I coiiverfe (like our women in Tur-

key) under a veil. When I write to the Grandees
of the Porte, it is neceffary for me to diiTeinble ma-
ny things, and to feign fome, that I may be cre-

dited in others, and not be fufpected in all. But
with thee I trie no artifice or difguife : Thou haft a

kind of natural right to my fecret thoughts beyond
the claim of a brother. I owe thee an intire con-

fidence
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fidence on the fcore of friendfhip ; and I fcem to

wrong myfelf, when I conceal my fentiments from
thee. For, befides the tie of blood, we were part-

ners together in the adventures of youth ; and the

mutual good offices that paft between us fattened

our affection with ftronger bands than thofe of our
birth. Nor were we fo unhappy as to fuffer the little

youthful emulations, which are common between
ions of the fame mother, to ftifle the more Tolid and
generous efforts of real love. Our friendfhip grew
up with our years, cemented by intereft as well as

affection ; and I efteem Pefteli but myfelf in ano-
ther figure. If thou haft the fame regard to me, I

am happy. Let us continue to chenfh this noble

paffion. The leaft coldnefs or referve now would
appear to me more hateful than a divorce, more ter-

rible than death.

It is but reafonable that, among the many fervices

our great Mafter claims at our hands, we mould em-
ploy fome of our time and care to ourfelves. We
owe the Sultan much, but both he and we owe na-
ture more, without whole bounty and providence,

we had never had the honour, or he the profit of our
being in his debt. He is more deeply engaged in

Fortune's tally than we ; but in the accounts of na-
ture we are all equal. She is the univerfal creditor

of mankind. We are indebted to her for all we
have ; yet, methinks, nothing fo much inhances
our fcore, as the ill management of time : In that

we frill run in arrears, whilft the hafty minutes pott

forward, never to be revoked : And yet we neither

lay hold on them in their flight, nor fo much as im-
print on any of them the leaft tranfient mark of vir-

tue and wifdom. Thus our lives Aide away without
profit, till the laft land tells us, ' We are bankrupts

;

' nature will not truft us with a moment longer.

It is time, therefore, dear brother, for thee and
me to look about us ; and, fmce it is impoflible for
us to make full payment, let us at leaft compound
with nature, and, getting an acquittance for what
is paft and irrecoverable, 'let us be fure to cancel the
t remaining
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remaining part of the fcore by a wile improvement
of every minute.
Think not that Mahmut is perfuading thee to

turn Dervife, or to beitow all thy time in prayers ;

Such rigorous devotion is not ccniiftent with the life

of a man in thy ftation. But permit me, dear Pef-
teli, to counfel thee not to build altars to Fortune,
and confecrate all thy vacant hours to her fervice.

I am told, thou art grown a great gamefter, not on-
ly at the polemick traverfes of chefs, but alfo at

plays of hazard : The former of the two is the moft
innocent, yet it is too intricate and puzzling, de-
serves the name of buhnefs rather than of recreation :

It commits a rape on the mind, whilft it requires as

much attention and abftractednefs of thought, as

would deferve to trace out the conduci: of a battle

or a liege. But the latter have a far worfe influence

on our paflions, by exciting us to immoderate de-

fire, hope, joy, and grief, for mere trifles, the un-
certain products of chance. Therefore are they for-

bidden by our holy Prophet. And it is not to be

numbered among the commendations of a Muftul-
man to be dextrous at managing the cards and dice.

When thou art difpofed to unbend thy mind, I

would rather counfel thee to uie fome healthful ex-
ercife ; fuch as may ventilate thy melancholy blood.

Our fathers were wont, at fuch times, to divert

themfelves with bows and arrows, hunting, wreft-

ling, and the like manly paftimes ; thus making
their private recreations fubfervient to the publick,

whilft they fported themfelves into the difcipline of

-war, and inured their bodies to labour, even at thofe

hours, when their minds fought reft.

What ! though Claudius Caefar devoted himfelf

to gaming with dice, and wrote a book in praife of

his folly. What ! though Domitian the Emperor,
and Theodorick, King of the Goths, fpent whole
nights and days in this unprofitable play ? Thou
haft not read or heard of fuch examples among the

renowned fons of Ottoman. Our glorious Sultans

-were never vacant to thefe fooleries. And, if they
had,
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had, their practices cannot j
ufi ify a fubjecVs imita-

tion. Neither wouldeft thou be (o in leve with
taming, didii: thou confider what unhappy deftinies

have commonly attended the votaries of Fortune.
Whole eirates have been Fquandercd away at dice

in a night, families ruined ami the gameiter himfelf
imprifoncd in the morning. He that yefterday was
mailer of great poffeiìions, and a companion for

Princes, by the effects of this accurfed vanity, hai;

bereaved himfelf of all, and is to-day become the
icorn of beggars.
The Chinefe are fo bewitched with love ofg<aming t

thar, when they have loft all their Hakes, they pawn
themfelves, their wives and children ; which, if the

fortune of the dice turn agami! them, become all

bond-ilaves to the winner. Here is a dervife in this

city, of the Order of the Jefuits, who lately came
from China. Ameng other learned men, I fome-
times converfe with him. He relates many pretty

pafTages of that people, but one is tragical, whereof
he himfelf was an eye-witnefs.

He fays, that, in the province of Queintong, a
certain Nobleman who had ierved in the war, and
acquired great fame and honour, was envied by one
of his neighbours, who likewife had been a Captain,
and much in favour at the Court. Their emulations
carried them to many ill offices, and at lalt to open
defiance. The Emperor, being made fenfible of the
hatred that was between thefe two Officers, and be-
ing unwilling their fury mould precipitate them to
the ruin of each other, became himfelf an arbitrator
of their quarrel ; laying his commands on them to
embrace and eat together, which is an aflured token
of reconciliation and friendship in that country.
They obeyed the will of their Sovereign, But, fit-

ting up late one night at dice, it was the Captain's
ill fortune to iofe all he had to the Nobleman. Mad
at his unlucky chance, and in hopes to retrieve his

lofs, he fends for h is wife and three young fons, whom,
with himfelf, he pawned to the Nobleman for a
coniiderable fum of money, and fell afrefh to play :

Vol. V. C But
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But Fate was his enemy; he loft all. Whereupon
in defpair he flahs his wife and three children, and,
laftly, falls on his fword

;
glorying, that he and his

family fhould thus efcape a hated captivity to his old
enemy.

Tell me, dear Pefteli, Hadft thou ken this trage-

dy, would it not have made thee refolve againil

gaming during thy life ? Affuredly, our Holy Pro-
phet frowns from his Paiadife, on thofe who violate

his laws. He knew our pafiions, and which were
the moil dangerous ; therefore he prohibited fuch
things as are moft likely to betray us to violence

and an incurable diforder. If thou wilt acquit thy-

felf a good MufTulman, thou muft not leap over
thefe prohibitions, accounting them fmall and in-

di iferent trifles. Remember the faying of the holy
Doctor, and Leader of the MufTulman armies, the

chafte Ofman, ' A little fpark will fet a whole city
* on fire.' And the Roman fatyriff has obferved,
* That no man becomes wicked all at once.' Think
then with thyfelf, it is for this reafon the MefTen-
ger of God has forbid gaming to the true faithful,

not as a thing in itfelf naturally evil, but only mo-
rally fo, as it is a ftep to the greateft vice. For, whilff.

we captivate ourfelves to chance, we lofe our autho-
rity over our paffiens. We ftand or fall at the un-
certain cafl: of the dice. We are flaves to the feeblefr.

wifhes ; which, if they fucceed not, we grow fu-

rious, profligate, and impious. Banifhing all pru-
dence, temperance, and juftice, we become impu-
dent, and fit for the blackefr. crimes.

Take not in ill part the wholfome admonition of

a brother, who manifefts his love in thus reproving

thee without flattery. Ufe the fame freedom when
thou heareft I am guilty of any unnecefTary vice : For
the publick fervice turns fome vices into virtues.

Paris, 14th of the 10th Mcon,
of the Year 1 634.

LET-
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LETTER VIII.

To the Reis Effendi, Principal Secretary of

the Ottoman Empire.

I
Believe thou haft a mind to try my temper, to

make an experiment upon me, and fee whether
I am proofagainfi: thy anger : Elfe,Why mould Ke-
nan Baffa's bufinefs be revived again, after it had
been buried above thefe four years ? I examine not
what mighty intereft thou haft in that Officer, that

thou afreih efpoufeft his old quarrel, as if it were
thy own. Thy affairs are bell known to thyfelf.

But let me tell thee, it will not redound much to

thy credit to be found partial. I honour thee with
al! the devoir that is due to a Minifler in thy ftation,

and with fomething more, for the efteem a man has

for his friend is lingular and beyond ceremonies :

But (till he owes fome regard to himfelf. Seif-pre-

fervation is rooted in the center of our nature ; and
few v/ill be knowingly compiaifant to their ruin. I

am puzzled what to think, or how to write, thy
laft letter has put me into fuch a hurly-burly. A
thoufand imaginations, like whiriwhinds, tear up
my moft folid thoughts by the roots. I am in ss

wild a condition as a man in an earthquake, leaping
this way and that way, yet knows not whereto fix

his foot in fafety.

If I perfevere in calling thee friend, perhaps thou
wilt accufe me of prefumption. If I change my
flyle, and fuppofethee under another character, in-

gratitude will be laid to my charge. To vindicate

my actions will be interpreted obltinacy ; and to
own myielf in the fault will be counted wcaluiefs :

Nay, all the world will call me fool, in condemn-
ing myfelf for things, whereof I never was guilty.

What fhall I do in this cafe ? I am naturally
thoughtful and melancholy. The words that fpring
from refentment cleave fail: to my mind, and breed

C 2 a thou-
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a thoufand inferences. My bufy apprehenficn ex-
tracts menaces out of the moll artificial expreflions.

I look on myieif as marked out for a facrifke one
time or other. The will of deftiny be done, early

Ipr lare : 1 will not go out of my road to avoid it :

£ince it is but ill hufbandry of time to borrow it

from the ineffable joys of Paradife, to multiply a

iew days or years of a miierable life on earth.

As for the Treafurer, and the reft ofmy accufers,

let them know, that I will perfevere in doing my
duty to the Grand Signior, without warping to the

right-band cr to fhe left, for fear or favour.

But, ifmy private agency in thefe parts meets with
rubs and checks for want of money, let the blame
reft on thole, whofe charge is to fupply me with
what is neceftary for a man in my ftation : For
henceforward Mahmut will be reproached no more
for demanding his penfion.

Think not it is an eafy thing for a man to be al-

ways a counterfeit, and never to have his mind un-
bent ; to act two contrary parts at the fame time, to

"be true and falfe ; a MufTulman and fervant of the

Grand Signior in reality ; a Chriftian and fubjecr of
France in appearance. My foul is perpetually ftretch-

cd upon the rack of watchful thoughts and bufy in-

vention, left, by fome improvident word or deed, my
èifguife mould fall off, and I appear in my naked
colours.

It is but reafon, therefore, that, whilft this vaft fol-

licitude takes up all my faculties, the care ofmy fub-

itance mould reft on thofe who employ me. Let
not the Minifters of the Benign Porte be peevifh at

me without a caufe : For I imprecate, Serene Gran-
tee, that God would fplit my foul into ten thou-
fand immortal fplinters, if ever I betray my truft.

But needlefs fufpicion would tempt a man to trea-

chery.

Pans, 14th of the 10th Moon,
£>f the Year 1654.

LET-
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LETTER IX,

To the Venerable Mufti.

THE Pope has been fick for a confiderabie

time, and it is now itrongly reported he is

dead. They talk of the exprefs that is come to the

Chancellor of France, to certify him of it, and to

confult about the next election. But this is not cre-

dited here, being only looked upon as a Roman or

Spanifh artifice, to iound the inclinations of this

Court beforehand, that fo they may be able to coun-
termine the French intereft, when the Pope fhall

really die. And it is not expected he mould live

long, being of a great age, and worn out with cares

and fickneis.

It is certain he has made his will, wherein two
millions of gold are given to the Treafury, founded
by his predeceflbrs, to ferve the church in its ex-
treme necemties. But it is a thoufand to one, if

fome future Pontiff, fucceeding in that chair, do
not, in his unerring judgment, interpret his own
perfonal occafions, or thofe of his nephews, to be
the extreme neceffities of the Church ; and then all

this huge mafs of wealth is intirely gone.
He has likewife bequeathed large legacies to his

fifter-in-law, whom they call Donna Olympia, and
to others of his relations and creatures. And it is

thought this Lady will more than doubly pay her--

felf, having the management of all his affairs. In-
deed, during his reign, it may be laid the whole
Roman Church was governed by a woman : For
this Prelate would never do any thing without her
advice.

She was born of an obfcure family, but is a high
fpirit, ambitious of rule, and a perfon of great abi-

lities : Extremely covetous and fubtle ; turning and
winding all events to her own profit. All prefer-

ments were at her difpofal : She fold bifhopricksr
C 3 abbies*
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abbies, and other ecclefiaftical dignities, at her own
rates, and to whom fhe pleafed. In fine, whom-
ever had any buiinefs with the Pope made their ad-
drefies to her. By which means fhe has heaped to-
gether a prodigious treafure, and is efteemed the
richer! Lady in Europe. It is thought fne would
have fold even the Pope, and Rome itfelf, the capi-
tal feat of the Chriftian empire, rather than refilled

a proportionate offer of gold, could fhe have met
with a chapman to her mind. This would have
been a merchandife fit for the Grand Signior, were
it not referved as a prize for the victorious arms dei-

tined to conquer all things.

The French feem mightily concerned for the tra-

gedies aòted in Poland by the Mufcovites. It is af-

iirmed that they have taken the town of Vitebfko
by itorm (putting men, women, and children to

the fword) with divers other cities and places of
Strength : And that they have laid in aihes all the
towns and villages round about Smolenfko ; fo that

there is nothing to be ken but ruin and defolation,

for above an hundred miles round that city ; which
alfo is now clofely befieged by the forces of the Czar.
If thefe northern Infidels go on, and make fuch
bloody work where they come, they will in a fhort

time over-run and dif-people all .Lurope. But it is

to be hoped the Tartars, who are lately entered into

a league with Poland, will put a Hop to the cruel

victories of the Mufcovites, and chaitife the trealcn

of the CoiTacks, who join with them contrary to

their faith given to the King of Poland.

They fay four Grandees of Tartary are arrived as

hoftages at Warfaw, and as many Lords of Poland
are fent on the fame errand to the Court of the

Cham; who, as a farther evidence of his integrity,

has releafed all the Polim captives in his dominions,

and fent the Ambafiadors of the CoiTacks home,
whhout their nofes and ears, as a mark of his irre-

concileable indignation at their infidelity'.

In the mean while I am extremely afflicted to hear

of our continual loffes by lea. They fay here, that a-

bove
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feove fix thoufand MufTulmans were killed in the late

fight in the Hellefpont ; and that we have loft fix-

teen gallies, befides fhips ofwar. That element, one
would conclude, is fatal to the Ottoman empire.

Neither have v/e had much better fuccefs by land

this campaign. Yet Chufaein, the Vizir Azem,
and General in Candia, has performed very heroick

things. To fpeak impartially, and give due honour
to our enemies, the Maltefes, Venetians, and French
have not been wanting in any point of bravery.

Which alfo redounds to the greater honour of the

MufTulmans, in that they drew their fword againfr.

the flower of Chriftendom, and not againfr. cwls
and pigmies. Such are the Perflans, when we en-
counter them ; for either they dare not endure the

luftre, and itand the brunt of our invincible arms ->

or, if they do, they fink under the firilfnock.

When I name thefe Hereticks, I fpit on the
ground in deteftation of their errors : For they are

worfe than the Zindicks and Giafers. I have more
charity for a Chriftian or a Jew, than I have for

thefe vermin of the land. In fine, I wifh they were
extirpated from the earth ; and that they may, after

this life, be either metamorphofed into hogs, which
creature, thou knoweft, is an abomination to all

good men and angels, (and they already refemble it

in their uncleannefs) or elfe that they may become
the affes of the Jews in hell, to carry their bur-
dens for a thoufand ages.

Paris, 17th of the 1 1 tli Moon,
of the Year 1654.

C 4 LET-



LETTERS WRIT FY

LETTER X.

To Peftcli Hali, his Brother, Mailer of the

Grand Signior's Cuftoms.

TH E God of oiir Fathers grant thee as much
joy every minute of thy life, as I feel at this

inftant. Wilt thou know the occafion of this un-
ufual tranfport? I hardly believe myfelf, when I

tell thee 01 an adventure, the moft furpriiing that

ever happened to me fince my arrival in this city.

And perhaps thou wilt think I romance in relating

it : But affure thyfelf, that, of a truth, Oucomiche,
our mother, is at this time in Paris, with our cou-
lin Ifouf.

May a thoufand foft pafllons thrill thy heart, when
thou readefr this news, as they did mine, when, at

my chamber-door, I hrft law, and knew the face of
her that bare me, after I had given her over for dead
l^iig ago ; for I had heard no tidings of her thefe

eleven years, Good God ! lb ftrange and unex-
pected a light had almoft difmantled my fenfes,

thofe outworks of the foul. For a while I ftood

iliil, aftonifhed and trembling with ecftafy. I was
not prefently fatished, whether I beheld a mortal

or the ghoft of one : For, they fay, thefe appear i n
the fame forms as they bore when alive. Neither
age nor travel, with all other infirmities and crofc
of human life, had fo altered her complexion, but
that I eafily difcerned the manifeft features, linea-

ments, and air of my mother. I conclude, there-

fore, it muff, be fhe, or her apparition, if there be
anv lucri things.

Thefe were my firft thoughts, in that walking
trance : But her voice and addrefs foon put me out
of doubt ; when, impatient to fee me ffand like one
thunder-ftruck, fhe ran to me with open arms and
tears of joy in her eyes, crying out with a tone and
affection peculiar to women, 'Art thou alive, my

'fon
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c fon Mahmut ? Do thefe eyes fee thee, or am I in
c a dream V
For my part, I was as much upon the rapture as

fhe, and hardly knew how to deport myfelf, or

what to fay or do. Yet the fear I was in, left fome-
body in the houfe mould over-hear us, and make
ill confequences of this paffionate interview, taught

me a lefìòn of moderation and prudence. Where-
fore I beckoned her to fupprefs her paiiions, and
converfe by figns, as the cuftom is at the myfterious-

Porte. Thofe filent exprcffions of our mutual leve,

joy, and admiration, were not lefs fignihcant, be-

caufe not clothed in words. Thou knoweft there is

eloquence enough in this mute language. And I

was jealous of words, left Come inquiiitive foul

might underitand us, though we converted in A-
rabick.

After our firft indearments and tendernefTes were
over, in which my coufm Ifouf alfo had his marc,
(for we were all reciprocally overjoyed to fee one
another in this neft of Infidels) I began to confult

the fafety of us all three, in providing convenient
lodgings for my mother and kinfinan. In order to

this, we made a vifit to Eliachim the Jew, who en-
tertained us at a banquet after the fafhion of the

Eaft. We advifed with the honeft Hebrew about
our affairs, I having made frequent and fuffieient

proof of his fidelity and friendfhip. In fine, he
took them both into his houfe, under the notions

of Greeks, his acquaintance
;
judging this the ie-

cureft way to prevent any difcovery, or even the

leaft fufpicion of our circumitances. They have
continued there thefe five days, and their character

has not been queftioned by any. I vifit them daily,

and we pafs away many hours in recounting the dif-

ferent adventures of our lives, in difcournng of ouf
friends in Arabia, Greece, and other parts of the

world, and in concerting the befr methods to ferve

one another, till death fnall divide us from our-

fcives, as well as from our friends, and rank us in

C 5 the
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the lift of invifible beings, whofe ftate and quality

we know not.

Well, but, all this while, I believe thou art im-
patient to know what motive of their own, or turrr

of fortune, drove them into fo remote a region as

France, a country inhabited by none but Infidels :

Shall I tell thee in a word ? It was love on her part,

and the defire of novelty on his.

Our couiin Ifouf, from his childhood, felt pow-
erful inclinations to travel, which iricreafed with
his years, and were much heightened by his con-
vert with Greeks, Armenians, Franks, and fonie

MuiTulmans at Conftantinople, who had feen many
foreign countries both in the Eaft and Weft.

. The relations they made of the curiofities they
had feen, and of their own adventures, fired his

youthful blood, and he formed a refolution to de-
part, with the firft convenience from Conftanti-
nople, and vifit all the regions in the world, if his

life and health would hold out. I formerly acquaint-

ed thee, that he furveyed the greateft part of Afia :

Since which he fet forth again ; and, having finifhed

his travels in that quarter of the world, he bent his

courfe for Africk ; where he vifited Egypt, Bar-
bary, the empire of Morocco and Fez ; with that of

the iEtfaiopians, and many other regions under the

torrid zone, too tedious for me at this time to men-
tion particularly,' becaufe I write in hafte. Here-
after I fhall give thee a more particular account of

his obfervations, &c. wherein thou wilt find, that

Ifouf has not altogether loft his time.

At length, having fatisfied himfelf with whatfo-
ever he thought worthy to be feen and known in that

Southern traci:, he parted from Fez with a defign to

fee Europe. Some bills of Exchange caufed him
to take Grand Cairo in his way, where he encoun-
tered my mother. She, perceiving that he would
take fhipping direclly for France, refolved to lay-

hold on fo favourable an opportunity of feeing me
once more before fhe died. Wherefore, imparting

her defign to him, Ifouf offered her his utmoft fer-

vici
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vice. And, having fettled her affairs at Cairo, and
packed up her money, jewels, and other neceiTaries,

they took the road or* Scanderoon, where they foon

arrived ; and, putting themfelves into the habit of
Greeks, Ifouf alfo fpeaking pretty well that lan-

guage and the Lingua Franca, they bargained with
the mailer of a venel then lying in the harbour, and
bound for Marfeilies. He took them on board, and,,

under the protection and favour of Heaven, they ar-

rived fafe at Marfeilies, and are now in this city.

Yet, amidlc all the pleafure I conceive in the pre-

fence of fo near a relation as a mother, I am not
without fome qualms of fear, left fome unfortunate
occurrence mould difcover her to be no Chriitian :

For then the iilue might prove dangerous both to

her and me.
As for Ifouf, he defigns to tarry no longer in

Paris, than to inform himfelf of what is moil re-

markable in this city, and to fatisfy the other ends
of a traveller. From hence, after he has vifited the

chiefell cities in France, he talks of travelling into-

Flanders, Holland, Germany, Swedeland, and the

other Kingdoms of Europe. E ut for Spain or Por-
tugal he has no thoughts ; either out of fear of the

Inquifition, which is very fevere in thofe countries
;

or out of an averfion to thofe people, who expelled

the Moors, of which he relates very tragical fiori es,

which they told him during his refidence at Moroc-
co and Fez. In a word,, he gives this character of
a Spaniard, that he is a mongrel, between a man
and a devil. He likes the company of the French,
in regard they converfe with a natural and unreferved

freedom, which becomes them very well. But he
has fpoke with none but travellers yet-, who have
been otherwife employed, than in ftucying the arti-

ficial difguife of courtiers. If he fojourns the fpace

of three moons in this kingdom, he will find fome
of the French as affected in their way, as other
people : He will encounter with a new fort of
Frenchman in every province. For France is a mere
gallimaufry, made up of the fragments and remnants

C ó o»"
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of other nations. They differ alfo in their language,
as well as in their manners, one from another. So
that the inhabitants of Gafcoigne and Bretagne can
hardly be underftood by thofe of Paris and Blois,.

with the adjacent parts. The weftern people are

not curious in preferving the dialect of their fathers,

but every age introduces a change in their fpeech :

Neither are they diligent in retaining their genealo-
gies : Whereas in the Eaft, thou knoweft, the lan-

guages remain uncorrupted, the fame now as they
were two thou land years ago, or from the Confu-
fion of Babel. The fame care we Arabians have
of our tribes and families.

Son of my mother, when thou readeft the two in-

cloled, and fhalt fee the very hand-writing of the
dear Oucomiehe, and Ifouf, our kinfman, let thy
heart be like the valley of Admoim, fragrant as a

£rove of fpices : For then thy eyes will convince
thee that what I write is truth.

Paris, 22d cf the nth Moon,
cf the Year 1654..

LETTER XL

To Adonai, a Jew, Prifoner in the Tower
of Nona, at Rome.

THIS comes to thee by the hand of a trufly

friend : Give intire credence to his initruc-

tions. To fay, I am forry to hear of thy misfor-

tune would but faintly exprefs my paffion : It is not
eafily defcribed in words : I am as melancholy as an
antelope, when the Sun is in conjunction with Sa-
turn. This is a fad fort of a beaft, that will neither

cat, drink, nor fleep, during that dull afpecl:.

In God's name, How cameft thou to be fo free

with thy tongue 2mong the Romans ? Or, what
tempted thee to meddle with their religion and laws ?

Was
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Was it not not enough, that thou, and all the Jews
in that city, had liberty to frequent your fynagogues,

and there curfe the Chriftians in antiquated He-
brew ? Mull you needs rail at them in plain Italian

too ? And that over your cups, when men ought
to be good-natured to all the world ? Of what im-
port is it to you, whether they be idolaters or no,

fo long as they give you leave to adore one God,
Creator of the world ? Or, what fignines it, if they

are guilty of ten thoufand injuftices and follies

among themfelves, whilll you live quietly under
their protection and government ? Adonai, I am
aihamed of the immorality of thofe of thy nation.

I blum for your ingratitude, pride, ana malice.

Surely, if the Nazarenes did really believe what they

profefs, they would facrifice you all to the ghoft of
their Memas, whom, they fay, you crucified. They
would not leave a Jew living in Chriftendom, but
do their utmoit to exterminate you from the earth.

I fpeak not this as my wifh ; but only to upbraid

your impertinence and vanity, in thus foolifhly pro-
voking thofe, with whofe permiffion it is that you
live and enjoy the elements.

The prophet Mofes, your law-giver, left you
another rule, aleflbn of civility, when he faid,

c Ye
* {hall not blafpheme the Gods of the people.* Had
thou and thy companions obeyed this precept, ye
might have been at liberty : But it is bad falling in-

to the hands ofthe Inquihtion. However, I am glad
to hear that you are not tranfported to the caftle of
St. Angelo ; that would have been a tragical remove
at this juncture. But now, as I am informed, not
one of you is in danger : For they fay, that all the
prifoners in Rome are by cuftom releafed, upon
the death of the Pope, except thofe who are in that
fatal fortrefs. And it is generally fuppofed the good
old Caliph is no long-lived man. For they never
ufed to remove the prifoners deftgned for death, till

the phyficians are pail all hopes of the Holy Father's
life.

However,
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However, in regard there is no certainty in hu-

man affairs, but a perpetual change and circulation

of events ; left fome unhappy turn of fortune mould
either now continue thy reftraint, or hereafter be-
reave thee of thy liberty, I fend thee, here inclofed,

a receipt of a chymical liquor, which may be of
ibme fervice to thee in the ftrongeft. prifon on earth.

It was revealed to me by my mother, who learned
it of an Egyptian artifr. at Cairo. Defpife it not,
becaufe it comes from a woman's hand : For I have
made an experiment of it, and find it effecTual. It

will render iron as brittle as glafs. It is more pow-
erful than the water of the river Styx, which no
velTel could hold but the hoof of a mule. After an
hour's application, thou mayeft make the thicker}.

bars, chains, and bolts fly in a thoufand pieces, as

if they were made of porcelain.

Thou wilt not wonder at this, when thou confi-

derei}: the innumerable ftrange inventions of men
prying into the fecrets of nature, and fortunate in

their fearches. Above all, chymiftry has brought to

light the greateft prodigies of art and knowledge.
This myfterious fcience was the peculiar boaft of

the primitive Egyptians, from whence all other na-
tions learned it. And, had not Mofes himfelf been
inftructed from his youth in all the learning of E-
gypt, perhaps he would have been at a lofs, when
he calcined the golden calf, and gave the duft to

the Ifraelites, to be mixed in their drink, as the on-
ly expiation of their idolatry. Doubtlefs, this fe-

cret, among others, was tranfmitted down to thofe

times, from Philemon the good Prieft, who was in

the number of them who efcaped the flood in No-
ah's ark, and whofe grandfon Malar was the firft

King in Egypt after the deluge.

Philemon, the better to eftabiiih the ftate of his

offspring, revealed to them many hidden things :

taught them the hieroglyphicks of the Dg^bel Pha-
ran, or the pyramids, with all the myfterhs of the ta-

li fmans, and the chymical preparations of Monca-
tam ; the forcible waters and efTences, powders and

other



A SPY AT PARIS. 3g
other ingredients, by which they made marble as pli-

able as wax or clay. Thefe things he had learned

of thofe who perifhed in the flood : He retained the

wifdom of the ancients, his coevals and predecefibrs :

leaving the rudiments of fo profound a knowledge
to his pofterity, as an invaluable treafure, of which
they could never be robbed. Thus fcience became
hereditary to the Coptites, who bear that name from
Coptim, the fon of Mafar, the firft King of Egypt,
fince the rainbow appeared in the clouds. And
it was from one of that race my mother learned that

admirable fecret.

Truft not to words, but try the experiment. The
receipt will give thee all neceffary directions : Yet I

counfel thee not to be big with it, like him, who,
having found out the art of making glafs malleable,

or fit to be beat by the hammer into any fbape or
figure, as the filverfmiths work their metal, muft
needs go and difcover his fecret to the Prince, expect-
ing a great reward : When, on the contrary, he loft

his head on the fpot ; the Prince thinking it great

injuflice, that fo many thoufand people as got their

bread by making of common glafTes mould be all

ruined, to promote one man's profit and advantage.
In fine, ufe this fecret to fave thyfelf, or the

caule thou art engaged in : But truft it not to ano-
ther, unlefs on the fame equal terms as I commit it

to thee, wherein the greater hazard is thine in di-

vulging it.

Paris, 7 5th of the i ft Moon,
of the Year 1655.

LET-
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LETTER XII.

To Mehemet, once an Eunuch Page in the

Seraglio, but now an Exile in Egypt, at

Grand Cairo.

WH E N I firft heard of thy banifhment from
the imperial palace and city, think not that

I was fad, or entertained the ufual Sentiments of a

friend, on fuch occafions* No, I tell thee on the
contrary, I rejoiced (yet noi. with the joy of an
enemy) at that feeming misfortune, as knowing it

has delivered thee from ureal one, in which, accord-
ing to my prefages, all the attendants of thy miftrefs,

the old Queen, were foon after involved.

Thou art obliged to Bacchus, for that fortunate ca-

lamity ; which, though it for a while eclipfe thy
honour, yet was the only means to fave thy life.

When I formerly fent thee an account ofmy im-
prifonment here, and how I was regaled by my keep-

er at a banquet of wine ; when in that letter I

played the advocate for the juice of the grape, I

little thought that thou wouldeft ever make an ex-
periment of that bug-bear liquor. Though I know
it is common, even in the Seraglio, to arink wine
privately, and chace away melancholy, the conftant

familiar of reftraint and fervitude, with generous
eompotations.

I am no ftranger to the counterfeit ficknefs of

thofe who, for the fake of this Stolen mirth, put
themfelves into the infirmary, that they may there ca-

roufe with freedom, and drink healths to the Grand
Signior without fufpicion.

Were it not for the convenient fituation of that

apartment, and the favour of the Boftangi's, no
wine could find admittance into the Seraglio, fave

what is for the Grand Signior's u{e. But now his

flaves drink it as merrily as he : And I am not forry

that thou art one of the number, It is a groundless

Super-
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fuperftition to refufe the gift of divine liberality,

and deny ourfelves the ufe of that plant, which was
made to chear the hearts of mortals. Nay, our
holy traditions themfelves and all our doctors tacitly

own, that the vine is allowable, and that it was
laved, among the reft of the vegetables, by Noah-
in theark : And that holy Prophet curfed the devil

for ftealing it away. Perhaps the ftory will not be
unpleafant to thee.

When God commanded Noah, with his compani-
ons, to defcend out of the ark in peace, they built

them houfes, and began to exercife hufbandry : They
fowed corn, and die feed of other vegetables : They
planted alfo all forts of trees : But, when they came
to look for the vine, it could not be found. Then it

was told Noah by the angel, that the devil had ftolen

it away, as having fome right to it. Wherefore
Noah cited the devil to appear before the angel, in

the name of God, to anfwer his theft. The an-
gel gave judgment, that the vine mould be divided
between them into three parts, whereof the devil

fhould have two, and Noah one ; to which both
parties confented : Whereby it is evident, that man
has fome fhare in the juice of the grape. For this

was thedecifion of Gabriel, that, when two thirds of
the liquor of this fruit was evaporated away in boil-

ing over the fire, the remainder mould be lawful
for Noah and his pofterity to drink. And thou
knoweft we Mufliilmans generally obey this law in
preparing our wine.

Let the devil therefore, in the name of God,
have-his fhare in this tempting fruit, and then there
can be no injuftice in enjoying our own part. For,
when that which inebriates is Separated by fire from
the reft, this liquor becomes pure, holy, and blefled..

This is the fentence of the ancients, the immediate
auditors of the meftenger of God, as is to be {ten
in the manufcripts they left behind them ; which,
though they are rare and difficult to be met with,
yet fuch as diligently feek wifdom filali not lofe their

labour, Abu Becre Eben Mahumet has taken

great
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great pains to collect the memoirs of antiquity. He
was a learned doctor among my countrymen of the
houfe of Sulpha (may he reft under the umbrella's
of Paradife.) From him I had this relation.

But tell me, my dear Mehemet, if thou knoweft,
how cameft thou to be the only man that had the.

good fortune to be fentenced to this happy difgrace ?

Or, if thou art ignorant, I will tell thee. For it

feems the reft of the company in that night's revel

were difcovered as well as thou, yet efcaped all cen-
iure. It looks, as if they were defignedly referved

for victims to a more inexorable revenge. And
the event juftifles this conjecture j fmce, within the

circuit of the moon, not only they, but all the
furviving creatures of the Sultana Kiofem, were
itrangled,

Therefore again I pronounce thee happy and
doubly bleffed in being an exile, fmce thereby thou
haft efcaped the hands of the executioner, and art

now living in Egypt, the moft fortunate region on
earth. Afcribe this to thy propitious deftiny, and to

the favour of Solyman Kyzlir Aga, who, forefeeing

the daughter that would be made of that old

Queen's fervants, took this opportunity to accufe
thee to the Grand Signior, that fo he might fave

thy life : For it was at his intercellion thou wert
banifhed into this happy province, which is called

the Nurfe of all Nations. Improve thy exile to the

beft advantage, and from this nurfe fuck the milk
of fcience with which fhe has formerly nourilhed the

whole earth. Be grateful alfo to thy deliverer ; for

he is a trufty friend, and unchangeable, where he
once places his affection. He had a particular

kindnefs for thee. From him I received the news
of thy efcape ; for that is the proper name of thy
banifnment. Pour forth devout oraifons for his

health and happinefs, fince thou art in a land where
the prayers of Muffulmans are as effectually heard,

at fome particular places, as if they were uttered at

the tomb of the Prophet.
I coun-
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I counfcl thee to vifit the pr.'fon of Jofeph, which
is in the dungeon of the caftle of Cairo. This is a

place of great devotion among the faithful, and has

been fo in all ages, fince the death of that patriarch.

Moles the prophet, of whom it is faid, that he died

in the embraces of God, made his prayers in this

place ; and fo did Aaron his brother, when they

performed thofe miracles in Egypt. Jefus the fon

of Mary vifited this place, both he and his mother
(on whom are centered the fmiles of the Creator :)

They there performed their devotions, when they

fled from the perfecuticn of Herod. So did the

prophets and apoftles, as many as were in Egypt,
with all true believers. Nay, iome of the Infidels

themfelves, having heard of the renown of this fanc-

tuary, made their addreffes to Heaven there, in time
of great diftrefs. Eor here prayers are infallibly

heard, efpecially if they be faid after the fun has tra-

verfed the meridian ; when the wicked daemons are

afleep, who walk abroad till noon, doing all the

mifchief they can.

My friend, when I think of the region where
thou art, I can hardly forbear envying thee. It is a
land of prodigies and miracles. It is the fupport of
men, and the granary of the world : Thofe who in-

habit it are full of complacency and joy ; and thofe

who abandon it burn with a perpetual defire to re-

turn. Its rivers are clear, and the waters fweet and
rich as wTine ; the eye of God is upon it, who caufes

the Nile to flow at its accuitomed feafon ; whence
the land is made fertile, beyond all the provinces on
earth : This Nile is one of the rivers which God
caufed to defcend from the fprings of Paradife, on
the wings of Gabriel ; and has hid the place of its

defcent among the inacceflible heighths of moun-
tains.

There are many {frange things related of the land
ofAlphiom, and how it was firft manured by Jofeph,
being before his time but a fen or marin. The ftory

alfo of Hagar, the mother of all the Ifmaelites, is not
unpleafant 5 thou wilt find it in the chronicles of

Egypt:
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Egypt : For fhe was an Egyptian, of the family of
the Copti t2s ; and was beitowed on Sarah, the wife
of our father Ibrahim, by Charoba, the King of
Egypt's daughter. After fhe was difmiifed from
her Lady, fhe travelled to Mecca ; from whence
they fent a difpatch to the King of Egypt, to ac-
quaint him with her affairs, and with the birth of
her fon Ifmael, imploring his affiftance, in regard
fhe was in a land barren of all things. Then the

King of Egypt caufed a canal to be cut from the

Nile, at the foot of the eaftern mountains of Egypt,
to the Red-fea ; and fent veffels laden with corn,

fruits, and all manner of neceflàry provifions, to

Hagar.
If thou addrefTeft to the feet of the doctors, the

venerable prelates of Cairo, they will foon inform
thee ofmore ftrange things than thefe. It is a noble
exercife to contemplate the kingdoms of the heavens
and the earth ; to fearch into the wonders and pro-
digies ; to trace footfteps of the ancient nations, and
the traditions which know no origin.

Mehemet, I am an exile as well as thou : Let us
continue our former friendfhip in this ftate, and do
one another all the good offices we can. As for the

misfortunes of human life, let us bear them with
an equal mind ; for they will foon have an end, as
well as we ourfelves.

May God, who in the time of Gog and Magog
took up from the earth the great Alcoran and the

fheets of fcience, the black ftone, and the mrine of
Mofes, with the five rivers, have thee in his holy
protection and cuftody, at the hour of evil, and at

all times.

Paris, r 6 th of the ift Moon3

of the Year 1655.

LET-
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LETTER XIII.

To Kerker Haffan, BafTa.

THOU mayeft report it to the Divan for a
certain truth, that the Chief Mufti of the

Chriftians is dead : Which puts all the Courts in

Europe upon new {trains of policy.

He was called Innocent X. after his aflumption to

the papacy : For his true name was Pamphilio.

But fome fay it has been a cuftom with the Popes to

change their names, ever fince a certain prieft was
lifted to that dignity, which was called Bocca de

Porco, or Hog's r ace. He, afhamed of this ignomi-
nious name, as foon as he fat in the chair of Peter,

afìumed the name of Sergius. Yet all his fucceiTors

have not obferved that rule.

Thefe Popes have an authority greater than our
principal Mufti : For they are obeyed by Kings and
Emperors ; and, being efteemed little lefs than Gods
on earth, they are folemnly adored, on the day of
their coronation, by all the Cardinals, Princes, Pre-
lates, and foreign AmbafTadors at that time in Rome.
And for that end the}r are feated on the altar, which
the Nazarenes call the Tabernacle and Habitation
of their God.

If I miftake not in my obftrvation, thefe Roman
Caliphs afpire at a fovereignty over all Kings and
Princes : They would make that which they call

.the Hierarchy a fuperlative independent monarchy,
• to which all the governments in the world mould
pay homage, and be fubjecf.

This puts me in mind of a certain preacher at Na-
ples, who, fome years ago, when Adonai the Jew
was in that city, and happened to be prefent in the
-church, having made a very elaborate fpeech to per-
fuade the people that the priefts were fuperior to
Kings ; at length he broke out into this paffionate

exclamation :
' O ye Princes of Chriftendom, ye are

* Pharaohs, and we Priefts are your Gods. O ye
' Pharaoh's
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Pharaoh's, obey your Gods. You can only com-

c mand the creature, but we make the Creator himfelf
c come down on the altars, at our pleafure.' This re-

lation I had from the Jew, in his travels through
Italy. And it is afierted by fome of their doctors,

J
that the Pope has not only power to excommuni-

c
cate the greater!: Prince on the earth, but alfo to

c pull a faint out of Paradife, and fend him to hell.'

If they could perfuade the Nazarene Princes and
people to believe they have fuch an exorbitant
power, perhaps in time they may reduce them to as

blind a fuperftition as the ancient Kings of Egypt
were guilty of, who were fo befotted to their priefts,

that when he whom they called the Cater, or m after

of the celeftial influences, commanded the King to

kill himfelf, for that it was the will of Heaven ; the

poor bigotted Monarch durftnot difpute the order he
had received, but in fimple obedience became his

own murtherer.

Thofe Egyptian priefts indeed were mafters of

great fcience, profound aftrologers, excellent mathe-
maticians, and perfectly (killed in the fecrets of na-
tural magick. They performed things tranfcending

the more common and obvious works of nature :

By which it was eafy to ftrike terror into the

hearts of ignorant mortals. But, as for the Naza-
rene priefts, all that they can boalt. of is, that they

have read the hiftories of former times, and are

able to difcourfe of philofophy, and other fciences,

without having the power to work any prodigies :

Unlefs thou wilt count it one to keep fo many war-
like nations in fervile awe of their authority, with
the bare pretence of turning a piece of bread into a

God.
Yet, for all this, there are many poor prelates, and

other ecclefiaitics, who are inverted with empty
titles, having little or no revenues : Among which
the poverty of fome is fo remarkable as to be-

come a proverb. Thus it is common in the mouths
of the Romans to fay, 'The Pope's muk fares better
4 than the Bifhop of Orvietto.'

IlluC
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Illuftrious BafTa, live thou in the faith of the

MufTulmans, and the favour of the Grand Signior ;

far in that ilate thou mayeft defpife the greateft of

theie eccleiiailick Infidels.

Paris, 1 3th of the 2d Moon,
of the Year 1655.

LETTER XIV.

To the Kaimacham.

I
Believe the Secretary of the Nazarene affairs

takes me to be a conjurer, and thinks that I can
divine all the changes and alterations that happen
at the Porte ; or that I have fome magical glafs,

which reprefents to me the continued feries ofremote
events, with all the tranfactions of the Imperial

court, camp, and city : Or elfe he would not be fo

late in his difpatches, and fend me fuch imperfeét

news. I am forced many times to addrefs my let-

ters by guefs ; not knowing whether the perfon to

whom I write be in the fame ftation he was a
while ago ; or whether he be among the living, or
the dead ; Whether I mould direct my difpatches

to Conilantinople, or to the Elyfian Shades.

My intelligence of the Muflulman affairs is many
times more owing to the French merchants, who
trade to the Levant ; or to the expreffes which come
from ambaffadors refiding at Conllantinople, than to

that fecretary, whofe care it ought to be that I

mould be timely informed of whatever happens in

the Ofman empire.

Surely Kifur Dramelec has fome defign upon me,
in being always thus tardy and negligent. I fcarce hear
from him once in half a year ; whereas he is com-
manded by his fuperiors, as well as mine, to write
to me every moon : And then he fends me fuch a

lame account of things, fuch fragments and fcraps

of
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of news, that his letters need a comment to make
them ineligible.

About four years ago I modeflly taxed him with
this negleót, when I had reafon to do it in my own
vindication to Minezem Aluph, Baffa. But Kifur
heard of it, and was very angry. He fent me a letter

full of invectives, which I anfwered with a kind of
indifference, mixing raillery with my jufter refent-

ments. How that worked on him I know not ; but
his refervednefs, ever fmce, makes me conclude he
itudies revenge ; and that he takes this method to
accomplifh it, by keeping me as much in ignorance,
as he dares, of the changes and other important oc-
currences at the myiterious Porte. He knows it

would be a crime 'little lefs than capital, not to

write to me at all. Such a wilful contumacy would
flraight proclaim him a traitor -, fince, among the
other inftrudtions which were given him with his

commiffion, this charge was none of the leali, that

he mould fend frequent intelligence to.all the Grand
Signior's agents, whether publick or private, in the

Courts of Nazarene Princes. He is fenfible, that

fuch a manifeif. contempt of fupreme authority

would abfolutely ruin him. Therefore he goes more
fubtly to work ; for he writes, indeed, but very
feldom : And then, with cunning artifices, either

cu ite conceals, or at leaft difguifes the moli: confi-

derable tranfaclions, only filling up his letters with
trifling itories and impertinent relations, ^nothing

to my purpofe : i hinking by this means to bring

upon me the difpleafure of the Grandees, through
the miftakes I may commit for want of better ad-

vertifement.

Be it how it will, I am ftrangely at a Ipfs fome-
timeswhat to think, or how to write to my Superiors,

or what fort of conduci: I mould ufe in this place,

amidlf fo many various reports as are continually

fpread abroad in Europe, concerning the affairs of
the Seraglio, the mining city, and other parts of the

Ottoman empire : Whilif this Kifur frill delays to

.afcertain me of any thing.

I have
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I have been wholly a ftranger till within thefe few
days to the fate of the Captain BafTa, who wa.i

ifrangled about a year ago, for his cowardice and ill

conduct, againil the Venetians. Neither knew I any
thing of the adventure and flight of his fons, I was
equally ignorant of the fucceffion of the BafTa of

Buda in this important command ; and of many
other changes both by fea and land.

So at prefent here are a thoufand rumours ftirring

about one thing or other in the Eaft. Some fay,

that Chufein BafTa is ftrangled, and that the Captain
BafTa is made Vizir Azem in his ftead. Others re-

port, that this firft Minifter was only depofed from
that fupreme dignity, the feals being taken from
him ; but that, neverthelefs, he ftill continues to

be General to the Sultan's forces in Candia.^ A
third fort affirms, that he intended to turn ChrifKan,
holding a fecret correfpondence with the Patriarch

of Jerufalem, by whftfe means, and a general revolt

of the Greeks, Armenians, and other ChriftianSj

under the Grand Signior's Turifdi&ion, he fought
to betray the Ottoman blood, and exalt himfelf to

the empire.

I am not willing to believe that fuch monftrous
perfidy could enter into the heart of that illuflrious

hero
;
yet know not how to contradict it for want

of true advice.

It is reported alfo, that Signior Capello, the Ve-
netian Bailo, or Refident at the happy Porte, has
killed himfelf with a poniard ; being driven to de-
fpair by his long confinement, and the cruel ufage
he had received from the Muffulmans. God knows
whether it be true or no. It would be much to my
fati sfaction to have a particular account of all thefe
things, and of whatfoever elfe occurs worthy of
notice. For how can I difcharge my truft, whilft I

am thus kept in the dark ?

They talk here of a violent plague that rages ia
Mufcovy, and that above 200,000 people have died
of it in the city of Mofcow only, befides millions
that have been fwept away in the provinces of that

Vol. V. D vaj\
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vaft empire. Thofe that really Know not them-
selves, nor are acquainted with their own nature,
will yet pretend to penetrate into thecounlels of the
Omnipotent, and pronounce this as a judgment on
the Mufcovites, for the cruelties they have commit-
ted in Poland. Doubtlefs the methods of fate are

inferiitable.

In the mean while, we are plagued here with a
crew of vagabonds, whom they call Gypfies, or E-
gyptians : For they pretend to be defcended from
that place. They fwarm up and down the country
like caterpillars, devouring the fruits of the earth".

They boaft of a profound (kill in palmiftry, phyfi-
ognomy, and other fciences, cheating people of their

money, under the notion of telling them their for-

tunes. Nobody knows from whence they come, or
whither they go ; for they are as uncertain as the

wind 5 a nafty generation, and the very burden of
the land. If any creatures be obliged to them, it is

the mice and rats, with whom they feem to be
in league : For they kill and eat all the cats they
feize on.

Uluftrious Minifter, I pray Heaven to defend thee

from all forts of plagues and vermin, but efpecially

from monfters in human fhape.

Paris, 26th of the 2d Moon,
of the Year 1655.

LETTER XV.

To the fame.

AS I am alive, thefe Gypfies have inchanted.

me : I cannot put them out ofmy mind. And,
perhaps, it will be neither impertinent nor trouble-

fome to give thee a farther information concerning
thern.

There
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There are feveral opinions concerning the origi-

nal of thefe vagrants, and they have been thought
worthy to be inferted into hiftories. Some fay they
came out of Tartary or Scythia, and that they fidi

appeared in thefe parts about the year 141 7 of the

Chriftians Hegira. At which time they entered in-

to Saxony in troops, having the paflport of Sigii-

mond, King of Hungaria, and the fon of Charles
IV. They had alio the recommendation of divers

other Princes, who looked upon them as holy per-

sons, or prophets. For they pretended that they
were commanded by God to travel over the whole
earth, and not to have either houfesor lands in their

own pofieffion : And that this was injoined them as

a penance to expiate the Tins of their anceitors ;

who, inhabiting Egypt in the days of Jefus the fon
of Mary, the Chrilfian Meffias, refufed to entertain

that holy Prophet and his mother, when they fied

from the perfecution of Herod.
Others are of opinion, that they came firfi: out

of Perfia, and are of the race of thofe who adore
the fire : Being forced, once in feven years, to

make decimations of their people, and fend away
many caravans to feek their fortune in foreign coun-
tries, Perfia not being able to fuftain their nume-
rous progeny.
A third fort affirms, that they, are the pofterity of

the ten Jewifh tribes that were carried away captives

by SalmanaiTar,- King of Affyria. Nobody knows
for certain what they are, or from whence. They
are of fwarthy complexions, wrapt up in mantles of
cotton or wool. They fpeak feven languages

; pro-
fefs three fciences ; obey one King or General, who
always travels with them. The Indians call them
Cingari, from the word in their language which
fignifies a kind of water-fowl that hath no certain

nelt, but is forced every night to feek a new lodg-
ing : For fo thefe Gypnes rove from place to place.

The Germans call them Zingener, from the word
ZindeJ, which is the conftant appellative of the
King of thefe ramblers, as Pharaoh was of old

D 2 among
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among the Egyptians, and Ca?far among the Ro-
mans. In many things they refemble the Torlakins
and Faquirs of the Eait; boaiting of extraordinary
illuminations, and a conflant familiarity with God :

Though fome learned men, among the Nazarenes,
cfteem them no better than a crew of cheats and
hypocrites: Even as theydothefe Oriental Santons,
who, they fay, under the mafk of an uncommon
hoiinefs, commit a thoufand villainies.

God befi knows what judgment is to be made ei-

ther cf the one or the other. But thefe Egyptians,
as they call them, whether they are really fuch or
no, have no great marks of fanctity, in that they
are very unclean. They feldom or never wafh them-
selves, but, like the fwine, wallow in all manner of
ntthinefs, eating prohibited meats, and having their

women in common, which are the two fources of
all impurity.

As to the Faquirs of the Eafr, they are ftrici: ob-
fervers of the law of abftinence and cleannefs ; whe-
ther they be Muflulmans, or the Gentiles of India :

And, if in other matters they may be found faulty,

it is very rare : And then they exceed not the cha-
racter of humanity, which, thou knowefr, is by na-
ture prone to error, and fubjecf. to a thoufand frail-

ties and overfights. We are all men, and God does

not expect our conduci: to be that of angels. His re-

pofe is in himfelf, and, if he takes any complacency
in the things of the world, it is in beholding every

thing according to its nature. The exquifite form
and fymmetry of a bee, a fpider, or a pifmire, with
the inimitable architecture of the two former, and
the admirable providence of the latter, may, for

aught we know, afford him as much delight as the

moft celebrated beauty, ftrength, fcience, and per-

formances of men. For his power and wifdom are

equally manifeff. in all things. Every creature is

perfect in its kind, only a wicked man is a blot in

the univerfe,

Wouldeft thou know what the Weftern Naza-
renes are moft bufy about at this time ? It is the

election
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eie&ion of a new Pope. He is to be chofen by the

College of Cardinals, who are Princes of the Ro-
man Church. They are all fhut up in a place which
they call the Conclave. This is a certain gallery

in the palace of the Vatican at Rome, where every

Cardinal has his cell, or apartment, by himfelf,

having only two fervants to attend him. The Con-
clave is furrounded by the Roman militia, to pre-

vent all intercourfe by letters or other ways, be-

tween thofe without and thofe within. The very
dimes which are ferved up at the tables of the Car-
dinals are narrowly fearched, left any letters mould
be conveyed in them. The lad polls from Rome
aiTure us, that there were no \cù than fixty-fix Car-
dinals thus fhut up when they left that city. And
there they muft remain night jmd day, without
taking the frefh air, or feeing any body, till they
have agreed on their election. There are two phy-
sicians, a furgeon, and an apothecary fhut up with
them to ferve them in cafe of ficknefs.

One of the Conclave is the Cardinal de Retz, who
«fcaped out of his prifon in this kingdom, and fled

to Rome for protection. From whence he fent a

letter to the Archbifhops and other Prelates of
France; which, being pronounced a feditious libel

againff. the King and the Government, was, in the

end of the laft moon, burnt publickly, by the King's
order, and all copies of it prohibited.

i he King has alfo fent private mitructions to the

Cardinals of his party at Rome, to keep a ftri<5t

watch on the conduci of de Retz, and to oppcfe
him in all things.

Here is nothing but caballing and intrigue among
thefe Infidels : Fhey are good at {Iratagem, and
know better how to undermine one another, than to

face their enemies in the open field : Which is a

character more fui tabi e to women than men.
Whereas, thou knoweft, our heroes in the Eaft know
no other way to honour, victory, and empire, than
by downright bravery and refolution, fubduing
all things by the force of their arms. But God,

D 3 when
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when he divided the nations of the earth, and fcpa-

rated the fons of Noah, afligned to every one a dif-

ferent conikllation, according to whole influence
the genius of each people is difpofed. They all

obey the diciat.es of their particular flars, and the or-

ders of eternal deitiny,

Therefore, (age Minifler, fince Mars is the planet
of the fons of limael, and the afcendant of the Ot-
toman empire, there is no need that we mould turn
apoftates from the ftar of our better fortune, to court
t\\Q glances of Mercury, who is only the guardian of
knaves and cheats.

Paris, 36th efthe 2d Moon,
of the Yeax 1655.

The End of the Firft Boo-

LE TV
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BOOK II.

LETTER I.

To Cara Hali, Phyfician to the Grand
Signior.

FOrmerly I could have writ to thee with as much
freedom as I could to Egri Boinou, (on whom

reft the favours of God) or as I can now to Dgnet
Oglou, to my brother Pefteli Hali, or to any of my
familiar friends. But when I confider the eminent
ftation thou pofTefìèft, in that the health and life of
the mighty Emperor is now committed to thy fkill

and care, I am many times at a ftand how to addrefs

mvfelf. Methinks thou art tinctured with the ma-
jefty of that perfonage, whofe hand thou fo often

haft the honour to touch, when required to difcover,

by the beating of his pulfe, the interior maladies
which afflici: his royal foul. Yet I know thou ftill

retainer!: thy humanity, and will not defpife thofe

whom thou haft once thought worthy of friendfhip.

Suffer me then to converfe with a philofophick

D 4 free-
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freedom, that is, an addrefs void of formalities and
referves.

E know it is of no import, whether Mahmut be
fiele or well, provided the Grand Signior be ferved.

What iignify the languifhing pains or more acute
agonies of a Have, fo long as he is able to carry on
his matter's intereft. ? We are not born for ourfelves

only, but, by the very condition of our nature, are

obliged to confecrate our lives to the fervice of
€thers. It s a reciprocal debt, from which no mor-
tal is free. Every mr.n owes fomething to his rela-

tions, more to his friends, but molt of all to the

publick.
Therefore I make no complaints of my lot, nor

murmur at the will of deftiny. I accufe not theftars

cf my nativity, nor tax them with Unkindly afpects :

But am contented with my fortune, be it good or

bad, and refigned to the pleafure of Heaven.
As nature hath framed my body_ infirm and weak,

fubjeci: to a thoufand maladies ; fo is my mind alfo

harraffed with diftempers which have no number.
But above all I labour under a kind of intellectual

fever, a perpetual thirft of knowledge, which all

the books ani convejfe in the world cannot fatisfy.

There is no end of my doubts and fcruples. Every
thing appears to me as ambiguous as the anfwers of

the Ijefphick oracle : Nay, i am a perfecb riddle to

•myfelf.

Tel] me, dear Hali, how I fhould cure this dr
of the mind, and I will not trouble thee with the

inconfiderable difeafes of my body. I have a high

opinion cf you phyuciaris : And mall put more
confidence in thy advice than in the Softa cf ths

Mufti. Conceal not thy art from Mahmut, who
admires thee with a refpecT: equal to that which he

pays to the memoirs of Avicen, Al' Raza, Heial,

and the refi of thofe excellent phyficians, mentioned

in our Arabian hiftories.

And, now thefe ornaments of our nation are come
into my mind, permit them to divert me from faying

or thinking any mor« of myfelf at prefent : For it

will
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will be better to turn the difcourfe to fuch illuflrious

themes. At word, it will be but an innocent di|

greffion. y *'

In perufing the lines of thofe famous men, I meet
with fome paffages which are very dJightful. Per-

haps, thou haft feen the fame. Yet it will do th^e

no hurt to call them again to thy remembrance.
I have read in acertain manufcript, penned by Ibra-

him the fon of Helah, a renowned phyfician at Bag-
dat, this memoir of his father. ' On a certain day,
4
fays he, that my father had adminiftered phyfick

' to the Emperor Tuzan, for which he was pre-
4
fented with a royal veft, rewarded with five thou-

4
fand piaftres, and by the Emperor's command was

4
carried through the ftreets in frate, I obferved that

* he was penfive amidft all thofe honours, and trou-
'. bled in mind, when I thought he had great reafon
* to rejoice : Therefore I faid to him,' " My fa-
44

ther, how comes it to pafs, that you are thus de-
44

jected at a time when all the world expects to fee
44 you difTolved in pleafure ? He anfwered, Son, he
44

that has beftowed thefe honours on me is a fool, and
44 does things prepofteroufly, without reafon ; and
44 therefore I cannot rejoice at thefe untimely fa-
44 vours he has fhewed me, being fenfible they are
44 not the effects of his judgment, but of his igno-
44

ranee. I gave him a cathartick potion, which
44 worked fo ftrongly with him, that it excoriated
44

his bowels, and brought forth blood : So that I
44 was forced to ufe a different method, both to re-
44 move his diftemper, and ftop the violent flux. In
44 the mean while, he, ignorantly believing that the
44 voiding of fo much blood procured him the prefent
44

eafe and health he feels, therefore ordered thefe
44 honours to be done me which thou feeft. Now
44

that which faddens me is my fear left, fome time
44 or other, he may through his ignorance commit
44

as great an error on the contrary fide, and fufpect
44

that I have done him an injury, when there
44

is no ground for it, and fo put me to death."

D 5 Tell
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Tell me, my friend, had not this phyfician rea-

fon for his behaviour and words ? He was a man of
great abilities, and accomplifhed with divers fciences,

and in high efteem with the Princes and Nobles of
Arabia.

It were worthy thy pains to perufe frequently
the life of Avicen, written by himfelf, wherein thou
v/:lt behold the methods he ufed to acquire a pro-

found fkill in the fciences : How he was at firir. puz-
zled in the metaphyficks, and was almoft driven to

defpair, till a dream unfolded to him whatfoever was
difficult. When he was at a lofs in any difquition,

he ufed to fre uent the mofques, and pour forth de-

vout and frequent oraifons to the fource of intel-

lectual light, till the thing was manifefted to him.
He fat up late at nights, having a lamp perpetu-

ally burning in his chamber, applying himfelf at-

tentively to books and contemplation. This was
his courfe, till he was confummate in all the liberal

fciences, which was in the eighteenth year of his

age.

But, of all the phyficians whofe names adorn our
hiftory, none feems comparable to Thabet Eb'n A-
brahim, for his fkill in exactly indicating the caufes

of a diftemper, by the different meafures of the pulfe.

Abul Pharai, his contemporary and friend, writes

thus of him :

c On a certain day, fays he, when I
c was with Thabet Eb'n Abrahim of Hàrrain, in
c the houfe of Abu Mohammed the Vifir, Abu A-
* dalla Ebno'l Hejai the poet, being there alfo,

* reached forth his hand to Thabet, dehring him to
c
feel his pulfe. To whom the phyfician forthwith

* replied,' " Thou hail ufed a grofs diet, and been
g< intemperate in eating four milk with veal."
' The other anfwering, that it was true, and all the
' company admiring ; Abu'l Abbas the aitrologer
* alfo reached forth his hand. But when Thabet had
4

felt his pulfe,' " Thou, faid he, halt committed an
<c excefs in taking too much of cold things ; for, as
** I judge, thou hall eaten about eleven pomegra-
* nates," ' Immediately Abu'l Abbas cried out,'

" This
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M This is a prophet certainly, and more than aphy-
M fician, for he fpeaks the truth to a tittle." ' Every
1 body was aftonifhed at his wonderous knowledge,
* and I more than all the relt. Wherefore when I had
' him alone, I faid,' " My dear Thabet, the ftudy
M of phyfick is common to us both ; therefore hide
" nothing from me, but difcover freely by what art
*' you were able to tell that the poet eat four milk.
•* with veal, and not with beef or mutton ; and
*' that the aftrologer eat no more nor lefs than eleven
** pomegranates." c He anfwered, " My mind fug-
* £ geited this to me, and prompted my tongue to ut-
*'• ter it."

c Then I dehred him to mew me the
* fcheme of his nativity : Which he did at his own
* houfe. And, confilcring it attentively, I obferved

,

* that the planet Jupiter v/as Lord of tue hcrofcope.
* Then faid I to him,' cc

it is this fpeaks, my dear
" friend, not you, fo often as you make thefe fortu-
" nate conj eelu res." Thus far Abu'l Pharai.

God knows whecher the ftars have any fuch influ-

ence on men in their birth, or no. I am not very
credulous in this point. Nor can the authority of
the ancients, or the character of the Perfian and
Chaldean Magi, captivate my mind in an implicit

faith of things (o liable to doubt. Who knows
what the ftars are made of, or for what ends they
are cheated ? Yet I mult own, that fome men feem
to be born with inherent faculties, which others
can never acquire with all the art and induftry in
the world. One man is of a poetick constitution

;

another is genially inclined to phyfick ; a third ex-
cels in mechanicks : Even/ man has his peculiar
gift. And yet, perhaps, all this while, the ftars

have nothing to do in the matter. However, if

there be any truth in aitrology, the Perfians, Chal-
daeans, Arabians, and Indians, feem to be the only
men, of all nations, conltellated to underitand this

fcience perfl-ctly. One knows not what to think,
amidft fo m< ny appearances of truth and faifhood.

Nor can our thoughts be of any great import, be it

how it will in thefe fpeculative matters. At the

D6 day
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day of judgment, we fhall not be afked, what profi-

ciency we have made in logick, metaphyficks, aitro-

nomy, or any other fcience ; but whether we have
lived according to our nature, as men endued with
morality and reafon. In that hour it will more avail

us, that we have thrown a handful of flower in cha-

rity to a neft of contemptible pifmires, than that we
could mufter all the holts of heaven, and call every
ftar by its proper name. For then the conftellations

themfelves mail difappear -> the fun and moon mail
eive no more light, and all the frame of nature
mall vanifh : But our good and bad works fhall re-

main for ever, recorded in the archives of eternity.

If from this manner of writing thou fhalt con-
jecture I am melancholy, and wilt alfo reveal the

caufes and remedy of this diftemper, thou fhalt be
to me more than a thoufand Avicens, Helals,

Thabets, or all the phyficians and aftrologers of the
Eaft. For thefe kind of thoughts are mournful as

the fhadow of death.

Paris, 2 3d of the 4th Moon,
of the Year 1655.

LETTER II.

To Aris, BalTa.

know not whether thou wilt praife or condemn
„ the fentence, which the Elector of Saxony pro-

nounced not long ago on a poor fellow for killing a

deer. Yet, becaufe there is fometning very fingular

in it, I will relate the whole paffage, as I received it

from Nathan Ben Saddi, the Jew, at Vienna :

In the moon of Chouval, a certain citizen at Wir-
temberg Was accufed before the Elector, for hunting
in his foreft, and killing one ofhis deer. The Duke
in a rage commanded him to be fet upon a ftag,

feis hands chained to the horns, and his feet under
the

1
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the belly of the beafl ; ordering that the flag with
this burthen fhould be let loofe, to run whither he
would. The poor frightened flag, not being accuf-

tomed in fuch a load, and terrified with the rattling

of the chains, ran away full fpeed over hills and
dales, through thickets of briars and thorns, never
Hopping till he had meafured above three and thirty

German leagues ; and then, tired with fo vafl a race,

he fell down. At which inftant a caravan was com-
ing by that place out of Silefia.

The poor wretch on the back of the flag, almofl

dead with the pains he had undergone, in io conti-

nued and violent a motion, being alfo forely bruifed

and his flefh torn and mangled by the boughs of
trees, as the flag rufhed through thick woods,
cried aloud to the caravan, begging that fome of
them would in mercy difpatch him out of his tor-

ments. But they, either for fear of the Duke's dif-

pleafure, or for other reafons, refufed him this kind-
nefs. So that after the flag had refled a while, and
recovered new fpirits, he began a frefh career

;

and never ceafed running till he arrived at a certain

monaflery or convent of religious, where he beat

-againfl the gate with his horns, till fome of the

dervifes opened it, and let him in. They, aflonifhed

to fee a man thus pinioned to a flag, his face,

arms, legs, and all his body covered with blood,

and himfelf ready to expire, immediately brought
him cordials and other refrefhments, whilll fome
were imployed in ioofing his chains. But, being in-

formed by his own mouth how he came into this

condition, they began to think of turning him loofe

again, for fear of the Duke's anger. However fuf-

feringthemfelves to be overcome by the importunity
of the miferable man, and relying on their ecclefi-

aflick privileges, (for here in the Weft the convents
are generally allowed fandtuaries forali forts of of-

fenders) they took him into their protection : But
he expired that night.

It is hard to determine, whether the Duke, or thefe

dervifes, were in the right or wrong : The French,
who
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who of late have by a fafhion learned to grow obdu-
rate, juftify the proceedings of this Prince ; faying,

That pity is a paffion fit only for women, children,

and fools. They efteem it a mark of a great fpirit,

a man capable of empire, not to be moved with the
fighs or tears of the miferable -, but to frown or
laugh at the misfortunes of others. This, they fay, is

the only method to harden men for war, conquelr,
and plunder ; where the victors are to cut the way
to honour and riches through the hearts of the van-
quifhed, to quench the ardent thi;it of glory with
human blood, and to celebrate their triumphs only
in the midft of horrid mafTacres and funerals.

It is true, thefe principles and actions are allow-
able in men of the fword, when they fight the bat-

tles of their King and country in heat of blood.

But clemency and companion are virtues becoming
the greater! Prince, or mofr. valiant General, when
their enemies are reduced, by the fortune of war,
to kifs the dull of their feet, and beg for mercy : Or,
when, in time of peace, their fubjec~Ts fall into a

crime which may admit indulgence. Certainly thefe

Weftern Infidels have wrong notions of humanity,
in afTerting, that cruelty is either a fign of a noble
nature, or a ftep to true happinefs : Since the molt
hard-hearted tyrant, one time or other, will have
need of compaiTion him felf: Efpecially in licknefs

and the agonies of death, which, perhaps prove
more tormenting to him, than to the merciful and
generous. It is recorded of Al Hejai Eb'n Hefha'm,
a famous Arabian Captain, that, when in a malig-

nant fever, he called for water to drink, and it was
denied him by the phyficians, who had the care of
his health :

c
It is enough (faid he) Rueno'ddaula,

' once my Lieutenant, to whom I forgave three
1 treafons, and who died a natural death, has re-
' frefhed me at this minute with a liquor unknown :

* Sure it is the wine of Paradife.' And from that

moment he began to recover his health, after which
he lived many years, often rehearfing this paflage

among his familiar friends, to his lait day.

But
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But the Infidels are either ignorant of thefe ex-
amples, or, if they know them, pride will not fuffer

them to learn morality and juftice. They are def-

tined, the greatest part, to be incredulous to the

day of judgment. How many Prophets has God
fent into all nations, to teach them the right way,
and not the way of fuch with whom he is difpleafed !

Yet they will not be converted : They look on the

Apoftles and Mefiengers of the Eternal, with the
eyes of fwine ; they grunt under the burden of
their fenfuality, and, like thofe filthy animals, re-

turn to their mire again. Yet that fuperlatively Mer-
ciful winks at their frailties, and vifits them with
his graces every morning. But they put their fingers

in their ears, and turn away in difdain, as from a
beggar. They reject the King of all things, as a

fugitive and vagabond upon earth.

From that deleétable E{fence, the odour ofwhofe
fweetnefs is diffufed through the elements, and re-

frefhes the minds of the true Faithful, let us, by con-
tinual devotion and virtue, attract divine tinctures,

till our hearts be all transformed into incenfe, and
. in this aromatick pile our fouls expire like the phoe-
nix, to revive again in the joys of Paradife, in amours
which know no end.

Paris, 8th of the 5th Moo»,
of the Year 1655.

LETTER III.

To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew, at Vienna.

I
Wonder at nothing, much, lefs at the extrava-
gant caprices of Tyrants. Methinks there ap-

pears no novelty in modern tranfaétions : They are
but a repetition of ancient practices under new
forms. Of all the events of this age, not one has
come to my knowledge which gives me a furprife.

Yet,
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Yet I muft confefs there is fomething very fingular

in the punifhment the Duke of Saxony inflicted, as

thy letter tells me, on the poor deer-itealer. And,
if it be juft to put a man to death on fuch an ac-
count, as the Indians hold, the Duke feems very-

ingenious and accurate in the choice he made of an
executioner.

The ancient Romans had a law which they called

LexTalionis ; which in all criminal cafes appoint-
ed the punifhment to be in the fame circumftances
adequate to the fault. And thou knoweft Mofes,
your Law-giver, left much the fame ftatutes : Re-
quiring the lofs of the eye of him who had put ano-
ther man's out ; a tooth for a tooth, an arm for an
arm, and fo proportionably of other injuries. But
this Prince feems to have made a fupplement, where
thefe laws appeared fhort ; and has fhewed a molt
exquifite nicenefs of revenge in the deftiny of the

unfortunate huntfman, to caule a flag to be, in fo

peculiar a manner, the inftrument of his death, who
had villainoufly murdered one of the fame fpecies :

Doubtlefs it was a princely freak of jultice : And,
had it been done purely to avenge the blood of the

flaughtered beaft, and not in vindication of his own
right, I could not forbear to pronounce it a frolick

worthy of a hero. But he himfelf is frequently

guilty of the fame kind of murder, as are moli: of
the Great Men in Europe -, whofe tables are no other

than the altars of gluttony, fmoking with flefh and
blood, whiift hecatombs of animals are there facri-

ficed to voracious appetites, the idols of thefe Wef-
tern People.

Methinks, therefore, it had been more generous
and becoming a Prince to pardon the poor fellow a

theft, which, perhaps, was the only method he had
to preferve himfelf and his family from -ftarving :

And, for aught I know, he had as much right, ac-

cording to the law of nature, to kill a flag, as the

owner has. But there is no talk to be made of right

or wrong, where power over-rules all.

India
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India is at prelent the only publick theatre of jus-

tice towards all living creatures. There it is a ca-

pital crime to fhed the blood of any animal, and pu-
tt ifhed with death no lefs than the murder of a man.
The Princes and Nobles, indeed, inclofe deer and
other innocent creatures in parks, not with a defign

to prey upon them at pleafure, but to defend them
from the violence of others ; whilft thofe happy
animals range and feed where they pleafe, within
thofe pales, free from peril, and never fearing any
other death, fave what they pay to nature, when
they have fpun out the accuftomed term of their

life. They alfo build hofpitals for a like purpofe ;

and are at a great charge every year to redeem a

certain number of oxen and cows from daughter :

For they efieem it a barbarous and inhuman cruel-

ty to murder thofe creatures, which are the nurfes

of our life.

The law of Mofes, if I miftake not, obliges all

of thy nation to certain fpecifick tendernefles to-

wards the dumb animals. And Eefa, the Prophet,
a man of no obfeure extract, but of a noted race
among the Hebrews, fays,

6 He that killeth an ox
6

is as if he flew a man ; and he that facrificeth a
' lamb as if .he beheaded a dog.' And in another
place the fame Prophet fays, in the perfon of God,
6 To what purpofe is the multitude cf your facri-
c
flees to me ? I am offended v/ith the fmoke of your

c
burnt-offerings, and naufeated with the fmell cf

' broiled fat. I take no delight in the blood of bulls,
' lambs, or goats. Who hath required thefe things
' at your hands ? Bring no more vain oblations,
' which my foul hateth.'

By thofe expreffions, one would think the Pro-
phet brings in God, denying that ever he command-
ed any fuch facrifice, or fnedding of blood, and pro-
tefling againfi: it as an abomination. Where then
is the reputation of thefe writings which go under
the name of Mofes ? For in them thefe bloody vic-
tims are exprefly injoined •> God cannot be contra-
dictory to himfelf. Doubtlefs, a great part of the

true
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true law which God gave to 1\ Iofes was loft in the

former captivities of your nation, when your cities

and provinces were quite difpeopled, your fathers

led away by the victorious Monarchs of the Eaft,

and your choiceft Memoirs abolimed. So that what
remains now is only a collection of fragments patch-
ed up by Efdras, and other induitrious Scribes, to

which they gave the fpecious title of the Law of
Mofes, that ib they might faften the wavering peo-
ple in obedience to fomething, though of their own
deviling.

.

Nathan, I do not go about to feduce thee ; exa-
mine all things. Believe neither me nor thy own
Rabbies, but truft only thy reafon, which will itand

by thee at the day of juagment, when all things
elfe fhall fail.

Paris, fcth of the 5 th Moon,
of the Year 1655.

LETTER IV.

To Dgebe Nafir, Baflà.

THESE Nazarenes, like the followers of the

Prophet, are divided into innumerable feels;

and fo it is in all religions ; men cannot think alike;

nature itfelf delights in variety. God has diverfi-

fied the faculties of our fouls, as he has the confti-

tutions of our bodies. The zealot is fubjecl to cho-

ler, the bigot to melancholy, the libertine is of a

fanguine complexion ; and, as for the reit, they are

but fo many walking, fpeaking lumps of phlegm.

This is the phyfical divifion of mortals ; under
which are comprehended the various tempers which
refult from the different mixture of thefe four radical

principles. And for this we muft thank Galen and
Hippocrates.

But*
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But, if we confult the Aftrologers, they will af-

figli as many different humours and complexions as

there be ftars in the heavens, at ieaft, as there be

conftellations. They'll tell you of the Bull and the

Bear, and God knows what heavenly ftories. The
Dragon mall fpit venom on one man's nativity, out

of his mouth ; and give another a poifoncus lick

with his tail. If we believe all they fay, there is not

an herb in the field but has its particular itar, whofe
influence caufes it to grow and profperj though
Mofes tells us, that the vegetables appeared on the

earth, even before the ftars themfelves had their ex-

iftence in the heavens.

But, whether there be any truth in Aftrology, or

no, this is certain, that men differ in their fentiments

of religion, as they do in their faces. The phyfi-

ognomy of faith is infinitely various. One man be-

lieves in Mofes, another in Jefus the fon of Mary,
a third in Mahomet our holy Law-giver, Then
theie are fubdivided into innumerable parties. The
Jews have feventy eminent religious factions. There
are numbered feventy and one fecfs of Chriftians,

and feventy and two of MufTulmans. Thefe are all

at odds about words and exterior ceremonies ; fo

zealous for charity and peace, that they are in per-

petual wars for its fake, murdering one another in

the love of God : And fuch flout champions for the

truth, that they fcruple not to tell ten thoufand lyes

in its defence.

The differences between the Greek and Armenian
Nazarenes, the Neflorians and Jacobites, with other
fecis of the Eaft, are not unknown to the Miniffers
of the Porte. But, perhaps, thou art a ftranger to
the new fchifms of the Weft.
The moft eminent divifion of Chriftendom, at

this time, is into Catholicks and Proteffants. The
former obey the Roman Mufti, and boaft of an un-
interrupted feries of Caliphs, from Peter, the Vicar
of the Meffias, down to the prefent Pope. The
latter are the followers of Luther and Calvin, men
who pretended to certain new lights, and claimed a

right
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right to reform the errors of their fathers in matters
of faith and worfhip. God beft knows who is in the
right or wrong of thefe two parties : But they have
always been at daggers-drawing in defence of their

feveral tenets ; profecuting and maffacringone ano-
ther for confcience-fake. Both fides appeal to the

written law, to apoftolical traditions, to the tefti-

mony of the ancients, the decrees of councils, and
the practice of thofe whom they call the primitive
church. Yet neither part will allow the other a
fufncient judgment to interpret thefe memoirs of an-
tiquity, nor an authentick power to decide contro-
verfies of this nature. Thus their difputes are like

to laft till the final day of decifion, when all human
quarrels fhall be determined before the Grand 1 ri-

bunal.
In the mean time, they take all advantages to ex-

ecute their fpite and malice on each other, under
the notion ofjuftice and piety. We are daily alarmed
here with tragical relations of horrid murders and
butcheries committed on the Proteftants ofPiedmont
and other parts under the Duke of Savoy. Whilft
fome fay, that all thefe reports are falfe, and the

fufferings of thofe people are, according to law, the

due punimment of their rebellious actions.

It is not in my power to adjuft their differences;

nor is it material to a MufTulman, which of them
has the law on their iide. Yet, if I were inclined

to take any part, it ihould be that of the oppreffed.

Cruelty I abhor ; and our holy Prophet has forbid

force to be ufed in matters of religion, lince the

confcience is refponfible to none but God.
May that God, from whofe unity have fprung all

the different efTences in the world, and all the va-

riety in nature, give us grace to love the whole cre-

ation, and not to fhed blood, unlefs in the facred

combat.

Paris, 1 3th of the 6th Moon,
of the Year 1655.

LET-
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LETTER V.

To William Vofpel, a Reclufe of Auftria.

I
Had concluded thee dead, till thy letter certified

me to the contrary. So long a filence between
friends would put any man upon the fame thoughts.

Ten years have flipt away between my laft to thee

and thy anfwer. 1 hope thou doft not meafure time
after the rate of the Seven Sleepers. Perhaps thou
haft been injoined a ten years filence, and ablrinence

from all manner of converfation by the Superior of
thy convent. Such feverities are not uncommon in

religious focieties, where the main bufinefs is to ac-
quire perfection. The Armenian monafteries are

much more rigid, where, but for one extravagant
word, I have known a man's tongue locked up for

the fpace of two and twenty years, under pain of
excommunication ; and then releafed ; only for the
fake of a moft fignificant jeft put upon the Patriarch
in mute iigns. Wit will find a way to vent itfelf,

though it be at the fingers ends. And, for aught I

know, thou haft obliged the Abbot to take off thy
cenfure by the like method. There was abundance
of fatire in the fubfannation of the ancient Romans

;

and no lefs rhetorick in the fhrug and grimace of
the modern Italians. The mimicks of Scaramouch
are a perfect lampoon, and Harlequin is burlefque
all over.

Thou knoweft I always entertain thee with one
frivolous difcourfe or other, to divert thy melan-
choly ; and thy own letters give me encouragement.
They feem to be writ in a pleafant humour. But,
tell me, Have I guefTed right at the caufe of fo te-
dious a refervednefs or no ? Haft thou been forced
all this while to fpeak with thy hand, feet, nofe,
and the emphatic motion of thy head and eye ? If it

were fo, I fancy thou wert excellent company among
thy grave, phlegmatick brethren, and in a fair way

to
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to underftand the language of the beafts, who, by-

curvetting, creeping, leaping, frifking their tails,

and other poftures, exprefs their various paflions,
defires, and necemties, as intelligibly to thofe who
are ufed to them, as we can do by the moli: elegant
addrefies in words.
But to be ferious : If, for the fake of virtue, this

penance be impofed on thee by him who prefides over
thy convent, or thou haft voluntarily undertaken ib

difficult apart of felf-denial on the fcore of philo-
fophy or rejigion, thou haft approved thyfelf wife
and brave in not flinching. A coward in religious

matters is as defpicable as in the engagements of the
world. It is honourable to face temptations, and
come off with victory.

As for what thou defireft to know, concerning the
fepulchre of King Childeric, it is efteemed a piece

of great antiquity, in regard he was the fourth Mo-
narch of France. Fie reigned over the Gauls or
Pranks in the year 458, Severus being Emperor of
Rome, Severinus and Degalaiphus, Confuls. Yet,
in little more than three years, he was depofed and
banifhed by his mbje£ts, whilft v^Egidius, a Roman,
was crowned in his ftead. Neither did this man
pleafe the people fo well, but that, after fome expe-
rience of his profufion, avarice, and other vices, they
expelled him alio, and recalled their lawful Sove-
reign. For /Egidius had vexed them with unrea-
fonable taxes, fleecing them of many millions, which
he privately fent out of the kingdom, difpofing of
th'S vaft treafure at Rome, and among his friends in

other parts, as a fupport againft future contingen-
cies : For he looked for fome back-blows of fate.

Childeric, therefore, being reftored to his crown,
enjoyed it till his death, which was in the year 484.
After whom fucceeded in the kingdom Clodovaeus
the Great, who was thefirft French King that em-
braced Chriftianity.

The time when Childeric's tomb was firft difcor

yered was about two years ago, when the cathe-

dral of Tournay wanted reparation. For, as the la-

bourers
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bourers were digging up the old charnel-houfe, they
encountered a long Itone, which, giving them fome
fatigue, they broke in pieces, and found under it

the intire fkeleton of a man, lying at length, with
abundance of Greek medals of gold, and fome other

curiofities of the fame metal, among which was a

ring with this motto :

SIGILLUM CHILDERICI REGIS.

All thefe relicks were at firft poffefTed by the Canons
of that church where they were found : Of whom
they were begged by the Arch-duke of Auftria, who
has them in his cuftody. Therefore thofe who told

thee they are in the King of France's hands were
mifinformed themfelves, or defigned to abufe thee.

For this cannot be fuppofed, during the prefent war
between France and Spain : When they are more
ready on both fides to plunder one another, than to

grant civilities of this obliging nature.

I perceive thou art grown a great Antiquary; and,
therefore, in token of my efteem, I have fent thee a

cabinet of fuch old things as I have fcraped together

in my travels, and during my refidence in this city.

The agates, which you will find in the uppermofr.

drawer, may be eafily dated by their figures, which
are all after the fafhion of Gentile Rome. As for

the fhells in the fecond, I leave them to thy own
judgment ; only this I will fay, that they are not
common. The third contains a mifcellany of an-
tiques. The knives were ufed by the ancient Ro-
man Priefts in their facrifices. The weights are at

leaft twelve hundred years old, by the parallels which
I have feen in the King's library. The rings are

alfo of the Parthian make : And the arrow to which
they are fattened retains its oriental venom to this

hour ; as thou wilt find by trying it on any animal
that deferves it. But, after all, the lowermofr drawer
contains nothing but counterfeits. For thofe me-
dals are the work of Parmezan, the fineft engraver

in the world. If thou knoweft not his character, I

wil!
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will tell thee in a word, he was famous for imi-
tating fo exactly the molt ancient medals, that the

tranfcripts could not be difcerned by the moil fkilful

artifts from the original.

Accept thefe with the fame good-will as I did

when they were prefented to me, and tell me where-
in elle I can gratify thy wifhes.

You monaiticks are infinitely happy in the advan-
tages of retirement and tranquillity. You are free

from the cares which moleft other mortals. The
bell rings you to prayers and to your repaft. You
have nothing elfe to regard but your contemplations
and ftudies. Many great lights have fprung from
your various orders. And I tell thee, Father Wil-
liam, the world will be difappointed, ifthou fhouldefl

prove a dark lanthorn, and only be wife for thyfelf.

Paris, 25th of the 6th Moon,
of the Year 1655.

LETTER VI.

To the moft Illuftrious and Invincible Vizir

Azem, at the Porte.

BY the found which the fun makes at his going
down, I fwear I was not miftaken in the idea i

had of thy generofity : And the difpatch with which
thou haft honoured the flave Mahmut confirms me
in a perfect, fecurity of thy favour and protection.

I (hall, with exquifite diligence, obey thy orders :

But it cannot be attempted without vaft fums of

money. And, if I may be thought worthy to give

advice co my fuperiors, the moft efrecìual way to ac-

complifh this will be by fending one of the prin-

cipal Minifters to this Court, with a fplendid em-
bafTy : For this young King expects very honourable

iiddrefTes from all who feek his more intimate friend-

ship ; Therefore a Chiaus would be flighted on fuch
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an occafion, and marr all the defign. I would coun-
fel, that fomcbody be ferrt, who perfectly under-
stands the genius of the French, and the particular

aim of Cardinal Mazarine,
Under the protection of fuch a one, I fhould be

able, without hazard of a dilcovery, to act all that

is neceflary to carry on this delign with good fuc-

cefs. Here are abundance of needy Courtiers, on
whom gold will have a powerful influence. But
neither i in perfon, nor any one whom I (hall de-
pute, can make fuch tenders, unlefs there were here
fome known publick Ambaflador from the Grand
Signior, to countenance the bufinefs. For other-

wife it will be prefently whifpered, that fome pri-

vate agent lurks here incognito. They will it-art a
thoufand chimera's of jeaioufy, and fo I may run
the hazard of a fecond imprisonment, when the
Cardinal mail call to mind the occafion ofmy firif.

All that I can then fay of my being a Moldavian
will find no credit ; and it will be no l&fs than a mi-
racle, if they do not expofe me to a fcrutiny for the
mark of circumcifion, which, if it be found, all is

betrayed and ruined.

I do not value the punimments they will inflict on
me, nor the lofs of my life : But I dread the more
important confequences of fuch a difcovery ; the
unmafking the fecrets of the Grand Signior to In-
fidels.

Thefe are the chief reafons I have to offer in be-
half of an honourable embafTy. As to the perfon
whom thou (halt think fit to employ in fo glorious a
truft, I will not prefume to add any thing to what I
have faid already, that he be a man of experience in

the French affairs, well verfed in the knowledge of
Chriftian policy, the different interefts of the Courts
of Europe, and one that exactly knows what ad-
vantage to make of the new Pope. For, after long
debates, the Cardinals have, at laft, elected one,
who has affumed the name of Alexander VII.

It is hard to judge, at his firft acceffion to that
fovereign chair, what intereft this Prelate will em-
Vol.-V. E brace,
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brace, whether that of France or Spain ; or, whe-
ther his conduci: will be neutral, departing himfelf
with an equal indifference to all the Nazarene
Princes, whom he calls his fons, endeavouring to
còmpofe their quarrels, and unite their forces againlt
«he Muflulmans. I tell thee nobody can be yet ai-

fured what the temper of the Roman Mufti may
prove : For it is ufual for the afpiring Cardinals to
promife many things, in hopes of the Papacy, which
they never perform when they have once obtained
the uncontroulable command. DifHmulation is

ranked among the principal virtues in the Court of
Rome : And he that knows not how to difguife his

affections is not thought worthy of any important
truft. Adonai, the Jew, has loft his liberty in that

city, for being defective in his courtly accomplifh-
ments. It teems he, and fome others of his nation,

railed too paffionately and openly at the idolatry of
the Romans. Yet 1 expect daily to hear of his re-

lief, for I underftand, by a letter from him, that he
was excepted out of the number of thofe whofe con-
demnation is irrecoverable.

I reproved him for his immorality, in reflecting on
the eftablifhed religion of the country where he re-

fides. But this kind of arrogance is the peculiar

vice of the Hebrews. They defpife all other people

in the world : Whereas, thou knoweff, the impar-
tial God refpects not one nation more than another ;

for they are all equally the works of Ms hands. And,
for aught we know, he tolerates the variety of re-

ligions that are extant in the world, with the fame
indifference as he difpenfes his common bleiHngs to

fuch an infinite number of men of diverfe faces.

The multiplicity in the univerfe exalts the divine

unity, which is the root of all. And, if there be
ten thoufand myriads of worlds, they all fprang from
one caufe, and there they end. For he is the nrft

and the laff of every thing,

Paris, id of the 7th Moon,
of the Year 1655.

LET-
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LETTER VII.

To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew, at Vienna.

TH E Egyptians have a proverb, that he who
thinks and fpeaks of God, only when he is

melancholy, facrifices to the planet Pharovis or Sa-
turn, and not to the moft high and exalted King or*

all things, who is the fountain of jcy to men and
angels.

I counfel thee not to lift thyfelf in the number of
thofe who adore the ftars, by cheriming fad ideas of
the ever indulgent and merciful Divinity : nor think
thyfelf the lefs liable to their cenfure, becaufe it

proceeds from a nation which was once at enmity
with the fons of Jacob. Defpife not the wifdom of
that people, from whom even Mofes, your Law-
giver, learned all his, and from whom all nations

borrowed improvements of learning, if they are not
indebted to them for its firft rudiments, f

By what I have faid, thou wilt perceive that I

coniult thy happinefs, and would have thee chace
away vain fears and fuperftitious thoughts, the mere
produci: of an ill-tempered fpleen, which is the pe-

culiar malady of thy nation. Let thy heart be al-

ways chearful, for God loves every thing that he has

made : The univerfe overflows wi£h his bounty.
Be not too religious, nor ftrain the faculties he has
given thee for thy fupport, and not for thy bane.

I had rather hear from thee matter of news than
thefe difmal fcruples about thy foul. If thou art not
willing to embrace the MuiTulman faith, in God's
name continue to obferve the law of Mofes, and
profecute thy affairs with alacrity.

Thou haft been very flack of late in fending me
advice of what paffes at Vienna, and other parts of
<jermany. We have flying reports here of the death
of Eleanor the Emprefs ; and that, on the fame day
whereon ihe died, Leopoldus Ignatius Jofephus, the

Emperor's fon, was elecled King of the Romans. I

£ 2 know
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know not how to write to the Minifters of the Porte,
till thou hail afcertained me of thefe things. For
God's fake be fpeedy in thy difpatches, and inform
me what is done at the Diet of Frankfort. Roufe
up thyfelf, and banifh fuperfluous care. Remember
that, as there is but one God, fo there is but one law,
but one thing neceflary to men, that is, ' to live ac-
c cording to reafon.' This is engraven on every
man's heart, and there needs no comment to explain
it. Thou art a fumcient Lawgiver, Rabbi, Doc-
tor, and Interpreter to thyfelf. Let not others amufe
thee with fables.

I will now acquaint thee with fomething of cer-

tainty. The French have gained Landrecis, a ftrong

town in Flanders. It was furrendered to them on
the 22d of this moon ; and the next day all the gar-

rifon marched out, confifting of 1500 men, beiides

300 wounded.
The King is gone, upon this good news, to view

and take care of his new conquefts. For this is not

the only town the Spaniards have loft : They talk

of Maubeuge, Bovines, and Conde ; ail which,
according to frefh reports, are in the hands of the

French. This young Monarch is frrangely fortu-

nate.

If thou canft inform me of fuch fuccefsful cam-
paigns among the people of the North, fail not to

do it in feafon ; for we are not placed in thefe fta-

tions to whiftle to fheep.

Paris, 29th of the 7th Moon,
of the Year 1655.

LET-
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LETTER VIII.

To Muftapha Lulu Beamtulla, a Man of the

Law.

I
Would willingly be admitted into Paradife, as

well as other Muifulmans. Neither would I

think, fpeak, or do any thing, which might preju-

dice my title and baulk my pretenfions to eternal

happinefs. This deiire is natural to all men ; and,
when I profefs, thou mayeft believe me without an
oath. Yet, methinks, I would not be hoodwinked
to heaven, but would fain enjoy the benefit of my
fenfe and reafon, in my advances to that region of
blifs.

I believe the Alcoran is the oracle of God ; and
it is fo firmly imprinted in my memory, that I could
repeat it verbatim from the beginning to the end,
without miffing a verficle. I give an intire credence
to the doctrine of the refurrection, being naturally

defirous of immortality : But I cannot entertain the

grofs conceit, which the greater!: part of Muffili-
mans have of the refurrection, that is, that our ve-
ry dull: mall be raifed again, and organifed into a
body. The Nazarcnes are of the fame opinion.
But, methinks, there is no need of flretching and
{training of nature. Befides, this opinion is incon-
fiilentwith other fundamental doctrines of the IVI uf-"

fulman law.

We are all taught to believe, that the fouls of the
juftmen, faints and martyrs, immediately on their

departure from the body, afcend to Paradife. If fo,

then they either live there in an unbodied eitate, or
they have new bodies affigned them by the fame pro-
vidence which gave them their old. Be it which way
itpleafes God, it will appear a manifeft botch in

the works of the Omnipotent, and an indecorum in

nature, to make thefe fouls either cart off their new
bodies at the day pf judgment, for the fake of their

E 3 old
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old rotten relicks, after they have enjoyed all the
ravilhing delights of Eden for fo many ages ; or to
itand in need of any bodies at all, after they have
lived fo longin a feparate condition. There is no
fenfe in it. Doubtlefs, this opinion was firit hatch-
ed by thofe who believed the Deep of the foul, and
held that it was infeparable from the body. For then
they had no other way to comfort themfelves with
any probable hopes of a furviving immortality, but
by maintaining, That, as the foul flept with the
body in the grave, fo both foul and body mould con-
jointly rife again at the day of doom.

Or, perhaps, this figure of our refurreciion was in-

culcated to infirmate the faith of an immortal flat*

into the duller minds of thofe who were incapable
of comprehending either the pre-exiflence of fouls,

their felf-fubfiltence after death, or their tranflation

into other bodies.

It feems to me much more eafy to believe, accord-
ing to the moll obvious works of nature, that, after

our diilolution here, v/e fh-all either afTume fome bo*
dyofair, fire, or other elemental fupplement; or,

by magnetic tranfmigration, fhall be united to fome
vegetable or animal embryo j than to dream of re-

collecting all our fcattered afhes together, after fo

many thoufands of years, wherein they have been
difberfed, perhaps, through all the ranges of the

•«niveife.

Surely, our holy Lawgiver, and all the other Pro-
phets, intended no other thing by the docirine of the

refurrection, but only to convince the world, that

the foul was immortal, and that, confequently, there

would be a reward of good and bad works, after this

life. We fhall live for ever, old Lawyer : And what
jignifies it, whether v/e have the fame bodies or

others, fo long as we are happy in any Hate ? And,
if v/e are metamorphofed, we cannot fail of our fpe-

cifick felicity, fmce every creature is happy in his

own eilence. Then let us be apes, dromedaries, ca-

mels, or any thing but hogs, and we fhall have blifs

enough. That creature is the very emblem of un-
cleannefs,



A SPY AT PARIS. 79

cleannefs, and therefore its life cannot be the objeót

of a MuiTuIman's wifh. Yet we know not the

laws of our change or tranfmigration from this mor-
tal life : For the foul, according to Pythagoras and
the ancients, is capable of all forms.

If thou wondereft what has put me upon this dif-

courfe, it is the remembrance of what I have heard
thee relate of the apparition of dead men's bones,

in the cemetery of Grand Cairo in Egypt, at a cer-

tain feafon of the year, when multitudes of people

by cuftom flock thither, to behold this wonderful
fcene of a fham refurreétion. I can give it no bet-

ter title, fmce, in all probability, it is only the ef-

fect of fome artifice ufed by the Chriitians, to pro-
cure money from the admiring crowd ; and I am
confirmed in this belief, by a letter I received from
Mehemet, the exiled eunuch, who now refides at

Cairo : And, having been curious to obferve this

celebrated miracle, among the other rarities of this

city, fent me fuch an account of this pafTage, as

convinces me there is fome cheat in it.

He tells a great many other things of the fuperfli-

tion and ignorance of the Egyptians, as to the py-
ramids, and the fuppofed fpirits which guard them.
In all, he laments the condition of mortals, who
have fo far degenerated from themfelves, and fuffer-

ed their reafon to be fo debauched with fables.

Sage Muftapha, thou art of the race of thofe who
have preferved fcience and philofophy. A halo of
light inverts thy foul. Let no dark opinion of God
and his works eclipfe thy intellects.

Paris, 20th of the gth Moon,
of the Year 1655.

E 4 LET-
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LETTER IX.

To Solyman Kmlir Aga, Prince of the Black
Eunuchs.

THY difpatch came in an happy hour: Yet
the contents of it furprifed me. It is a ftrange

turn of fortune, that the BafTa of Aleppo, after i'o

many rebellions, mould become the Sultan's favou-
rite, and be inverted with the higheft dignity of the

Empire. Yet, who knows, but this may be the on-
ly effectual means to reclaim him, and of an enemy
to render him a friend ? For ambition is a vice fo

nearly bordering on virtue, fo refined and fubtle in

complexion, that, when the paffion which cherifhea

it is once gratified with its proper object, it fcon be-

comes a virtue itfelf, and transforms a libertine to

a hadgi, ranking a man to-day among the mof: de-

ferving heroes, who, butyefterday, was in the num-
ber of the feditious.

Therefore I cannot but highly applaud the coun-
fel of thofe who perfuaded the Grand Signior to

this uncommon choice of the Vizir Azem. The
whole empire has languished for want of a man of
abilities in that fupreme itation, ever fince the feai

was taken from the moli: illuiìrious Chaufaein Baf-
fa, through the malice of his enemies. And, in this

juncture, they could not have pitched on a man more
capable of the charge than this bold BafTa ; who, be-

iides his experience in the wars, both by fea and land,

is looked on as the ftouteft man in this age. As for

his former crimes, they proceeded only from his dif-

content and thirft of glory, which is now fufneient-

ly allayed by the bounty of our Sovereign. The
caufe, therefore, of his extravagances being thus

feaionably removed, the effect, will naturally ceafe.

But fuffer me to afk thee : Do they not refent, at

the Seraglio, his approaches to that fanctuary of

mortals with fuch a formidable r*tinue f Thou tel-

ici*
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left me he is attended by forty thoufand men, an
equipage fit for a fovereign Monarch. Perhaps, it is

only the effect of his martial genius, and that he is

willing to appear like a foldier : Or, it may be, he
really fufpected danger, and that he was defigned for

a facrifice, which made him come, thus guarded, to
the feet of his mafter ; that his fon might revenge
his death, by fome defperate attempt on Conftanti-
nople. Be it how it pleafes God, it feems, the Sul-
tan winked at all, and received him with fuch marks
of his efteem and affection, as are feldom vouch-
fafed to fubjects. I hope the event will anfwer his

expectation. Thefe new methods of clemency may-

prove more fuccefsful than the fevere conduci: of
former times. Men of great fouls are fooner fubdued
by favour, than force and cruelty.

I am extremely obliged to thee for thy inftruction;,

which I mail exactly obferve in writing to this iu~

preme Minifter. Thou haft matched my own
thoughts in this advice : For, knowing that B;

temper, it will be policy, as well as juitice, frankly

to own what I have writ againft him, and not ftuiT

my letter with abject, fawning fubmiilions, 01 feiéàk -

ing excufes ; he is brave himfelf, and will be pleaii d

to fee a man refolute in his duty.

However, let the confequence be what it wiii, I

muft follow the meafures of my own integrity.

There is fomething fo fatisfactory in truth, and an
noneft blunt carriage, as far furpaffes the little faint

pleafures of artifice and diinmulation. And I mould
be weary of my life, were I forced to preferve it by
fuch effeminate tricks. Yet, I muft confefs, it is a

vaft encouragement to find thy fen iments the fame.

What is this world, that we mould be fofond of it?

Or, What is this life of mortals, that we need be
fo over-ftudious of prolonging the refpiration of that
breath, which may, with as much eafe, be all breath-

ed out at once, as by fo many fuccemve millions of
moments ; for death properly pofieffes but an inftant

• of time j no more does life. Every gafp renews the

E 5 one.
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one, and the laft commences and finifhes the other

4

,

As to pleafure and pain, we generally have an equal

fhare of them. And it appears to me an equal, if

not a greater happinefs, at once to be freed for ever"

from the latter, than by fuch an irkfome compofi-
tion to protraci: the enjoyment of the former.

Brave Solyman, when I contemplate thy virtue,

it infpires me with courage againft the vali: milts of
fear, which the magick of opinion has raifed before

the eyes of mortals. I embrace thee with an extend-*

ed foul, and wifh thee the two extremes of happi-

nefs, plenitude ofjoys in this life, and an immortal
feries of felicity in Paradife. Live for ever, thou
generous ion of Cham.

Paris, 2d of the 9 th Moon,
of the Year 1655.

LETTER X.

To the mod Illuftrious Vizir Azem, at the

Porte.

BY the fculs of all my progenitors, I was glad

to hear the news of thy advance to this glorious

height of power : Yet, when thou wert BafTa of
Aleppo, and held correfpondence with the Vene-
tians, I accufed thee to the Divan, doing thereby

no fmall fervice to the Ottoman empire : For which
thou haft now reafon, in honour, to reward me;
knowing that I prevented a great deal of confufion

and blood. It will not become the firfr. Minifter to

cherifh private revenge, or harbour ill thoughts of a

faithful flave. In difcovering thy intrigues at that

time, I did but perform my duty to the Grand Sig-

nior, thy Lord and mine. Nay, for aught thou
^noweft, I was happily instrumental in faving thy
life, which might have been loft in the purfuit of

thofe hazardous projects thou waft then engaged in.

Be
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Be it how it will, thou art now living, and inftalled

in the moft illufrrious charge of the empire. And,
without flattery I fpeak it, a braver man could not
have afcended to that dignity. May God long con-
tinue thee in it, to the joy and advantage of all the

MufTuImans.
All the world extol thy valour and boldnefs ; cfpe-

cially the Nazarenes, among whom the Balla of A-
leppo is famous. They alio highly commend thy
juiHce. And thou v/ilt find in the regifter that, when
I acquainted my Superiors of thy revolt, I was not
envious in concealing thy virtue.

Therefore I beg of thee not to be partial in thy
refentment; but confider Mahmut as a faithful flave,

who will never tranfgrefs the commands of the myf-
terious bench, nor fufFer any iinifter motives to bi-

afs him, though it were in favour of his own bro-
ther. For this is the fevere conduci: that is expected
of me by my Superiors, and which thou thyfelf wilt
require at my hands.

But, I believe, thou needeft not thefeaddrefTes to

move thee to generofity. 1 hy own native juftice

will fuggeft to thee, that I rather merit a reward
than a punifhment for doing my duty, though it

were in accuiing thyfelf.

Confider, therefore, in thy goodnefs, and my
own innocence, I fhall not defpair of that protection

and favour from thee, which all thy predeceffors

have afforded me fince my arrival at this place. Nay,
I think thy friendfhip and efteem is rather due to
me, than a thoufand fycophants and flatterers.

I will in this confidence write freely to thee, as I

have been commanded ; and vent my thoughts with-
out a timorous referve : For thou art the juft Judge
of the Judges among the Faithful.

There is no doubt but thou haft heard of the

Duke of Lorrain, a famous warrior in thefeWeitern
parts, but now a prifoner of ftate in Spain. I {ent

intelligence laft year to Muftapha Berber Agaof the

grounds and cirenmitances of this Prince's confine-

ment, whereof thou can'ft not be ignorant. For all

E 6 my
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mydifpatches are made publick to the Minifters of
the bleiTed Porte.

The brother of that Duke immediately fucceeded
him, by the King of Spain's orders, in the command
of the army in Flanders ; they call him Duke Fran-
cis. Every body thought that he had confented to

the imprifonment of his brother, as being dilgufted at

his incontinency, avarice, and other vices. It was
fuppofed alfo, that his own ambition and thirft for

honour had corrupted the fidelity and love he owed
to the fon of his mother, as knowing that by his fall

he himfelf mould rife to the dignity of General,
which his brother enjoyed during his liberty.

But now it is evident that this Duke Francis did

all along diffemble his refentments of his brother's

calamity. For he is lately revolted from the King,
of Spain, and come over to the French, with five

thoufand horfe and foot. He has openly declared,

that he will never give red to his fword, till he has-

either procured his brother's releafe, or deeply re-

venged the injuries that had been done him. He
was received by the French King with all imagina-
ble endearments and carerTes r The whole Court are

emulous in itriving to excel one another in the de-

monftrations of their civility and refpect to this

Prince > and they have culled out the beft quarters

for his foldiers. This nation is always hofpi table to

ilrangers ; more efpecially to fuch as court their,

triendihip after this extraordinary way, who enter

into their intereits, and engage in their quarrels»

Yet neither France, nor all the kingdoms in Europe
together, can match the bounty of the munificent

Porte, which pardons and receives, with open em-
braces, her moil implacable enemies, on their fub-

miffion and repentance.

Commander of the Muflulman Grandees, thou

art but a man, and hail not exceeded that character

in the worn1 of thy errors. Now thou art aflumed to

a charge which requires the fidelity and prudence of

sui angel. If thou malt reform the State and reftore

the Muflulman affairs to their true luftre, we fhall

have
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have reafon to contemplate thy life, in fome mea-
fure, as a parallel to that of Crafius, who was par-

doned three treafons by C^efar, and afterwards be-

came the molt loyal and ferviceable man in the Ro-
man empire.

Paris, id of the 9th Moon,
of the Year 1655.

LETTER XI.

To Mehemet, an exiled Eunuch, at Cairo,

in Egypt.

THOU telleft me wonderful things of Egypt,
fuch as almoft furpafs credit. And I perceive

thou thy fell" doft not believe the ftory of the annual
refurre&ion of bones, which is fo much talked of by
travellers. My coufm Ifouf ridiculed it with fmart
reafon, and was almoft in danger of his life among
the bigotted Moors and Coptites.

But I could hardly imagine there had ftiil remain-
ed in that region (which has undergone fo many re-

volutions of government) any footfreps of the pri-

mitive Egyptians. Yet, it feems, the Priefts of
thofe early ages were particularly careful to tranf-

mit to pofterity an exact hiftory of their Kings,
with Memoirs of their actions ; the building of the
pyramids ; the place of the ftatues ; the magical
mirror ; the city of the black eagle ; the caftle of
daemons feated on the brow of the mountain of the

moon ; the palace of adamant, with innumerable
other rarities.

I tell thee, my dear Mehemet, I know not how
to believe all tfcefe romantick ftories. It cramps my
reafon to hear of a brazen tree with iron branches,
and verfatile hooks, to catch liars and cheats, and
there detain them till they fhould do right to thofe

.whom they have injured. Altogether as improbable

is
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is the ftory of Gabdafarouis, the ftatue fet up by
King Gariac.
Who can read of that Monarch's being carried in

the air by eagles, but may as well believe the roman-
tick voyage of Domingo Gonfales to the Moon. If

thou knoweft not that ftory, I will tell thee in fhort,

that this was a certain Spaniard, who, in a pallage

to the Indies, being by fhipwreck caft on fhore on
the iiland of St. Helena, with a negro, his Have,

they were put to their fhifts fo far as to divide that

unpeopled and defolate ifland between them, out of
pure necemty, that they might both find provifion

enough to keep them from ftarving, for it feems there

was great fcarcity of every thing that ferved the uies

of life.

In this condition, Neceflity, the mother of cun-
ning devices, taught them to hold correspondence

with one another, though living at oppoiite angles

of the ifle, by the help of certain wild fwans, which
they took out of the nefts very young, and brought
them up, as they do pigeons at Babylon and Aleppo,
to be letter-carriers.

Afterwards, as the ftory goes, Domingo, trying

feveral experiments on his birds, and finding all

fuccefsful, at laft having got four-and-twenty of

them together, and having brought them up to his

lure, he ventured his carcafe with them in the air,

Faftening them together with ropes and other mate-
rials. Éut the extravagant animals one day took
wing^and carried their mafter to the Moon ; where
he reilded a confiderable time ; faw and converfed

with divers inhabitants of that neighbouring globe,

vifited the Courts of feveral Lunar Princes, and was
kindly received by them all, even at the Seraglio of

the chief Emperor, or Grand Signior himfelf. And,
having been prefented with three ftones of matchlefs

virtue, and other "rich gifts, he had his audience of

Conge, and came down to the earth again, where he
publifhed a journal of his travels, out of which I

have extracted this fhort epitome ; not thinking it

worth
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Worth the while to trouble thee with the intire rela-

tion of his ingenious whimfies.

Doubtlefs, there is nothing fo eafy, as to invent

new and unheard-of fables, to amufe the credulous

world, and captivate their underftandings. And I

have told thee this, as a parallel to thofe monftrous
figments of Egypt: Such as that of King Gancanvs
being carried in a pavilion on the moulders of fpi^

rits : His magical tables, and the reft of his glorious

whim-whams. And that of the Queen Borfa, who
fat on a fiery throne, and lived in an inchanted caf-

tle, whofe walls were full of pipes, which conveyed
to her the addrefies of all forts of plaintiffs, and her

decree and decifion of controversies back again to

them. Such another is that of Bardefir's filver

tower, and his fitting before his people in the clouds

of heaven : And Bedoura's fending an angel who
made fuch an horrible roarmg, that it caufed an
earthquake»
Who can, without laughing, read the ftory of the

Idol of the Teft, which diftinguifhed between har-
lots and virgins by the touch of their hand ? Or, of
the fpirits which guard the pyramids, one like a na-
ked woman, walking about in the open air at noon,
and making men run mad for love of her ? Another
in the form of an old man, with a bafket on his head,
and a cenfer in his hand ? A third, of a black wo-
man, with a monftrous child in her arms ? There
is no end of fuch fables. Neither can any man of
reafon ftoop to fo much eafinefs as to regard them.
And it is a pleafure to me when I confider thee as a
man actually fatyrical upon opinions and traditions

repugnant to fenie.

Mehemet, whilfr. thou art in Egypt, remember
that thou wert born in Arabia, where fcience has
flourifhed for thefe thoufand years.

Paris, 1 gth of the 9th Moo»,
of the Year 1655.

JLET-
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LETTER XII.

To Zornefan Muftapha, Baffa of the Sea.

I
Will not pretend to divination, nor flatter thee
with prefages of better fortune againft the Ve-

netians, during thy command of the Navy, than thy
predeceffors have had

; yet I believe thou haft more
honefty and valour than fome of them. And I con-
gratulate thy rife to this dignity.

If my intelligence be true, a more glorious fleet

has not failed out of the Ottoman harbours, than ap-
pears now at fea, under thy command. May thy
fuccefs anfwer the expectation of the Muflulmans.
But I tell thee, thou haft need to look about thee,

for thou wilt encounter a valiant and fubtle enemy.
Thefe Venetians are not, like the reft of the Na-

zarenesjfuperftitioufly devoted to the fentiments of

their Priefts. That kind of bigotry chains up men's
fpirits, and renders them effeminate : It blinds them
and robs them of their knk and native vigour. But
thefe are bold, refolute people, fearing neither man
nor the devil. They are alfo well verfed in ftrata-

gems, being as cunning as ferpents. In fine, Ve-
nice is a commonwealth made up of foldiers and
ftatefmen : And thou can'ft not expect that the fea

makes them degenerate. Therefore look for hot

entertainment whenever thou engageft thofe abo-
riginal tarpawlins. I fpeak not this to difcourage

thee, but to arm thee with due caution. Thou
knoweft the fame God who made them, made thee,

and all the men in thy fleet. Thou haft alfo the

happinefs to ferve the moft victorious empire in the

world. Fear nothing therefore : But, when thou
loofeft from 'the Hellefpont, with the invincible

fleet, adorned with eniigns of high renown, the prof-

perous ftreamers of Mahomet ; when thou heareft the

all-chearing clarions and timbrels, breathing the

lofty menaces, the vital airs of war 3 then let thy
noble
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noble heart flourifh with brave thoughts and brifk

reiblutions. Yet let not a falfe afiurance of victory

make thee ram, and bereave thee of that conduct;
which is as neceffary a qualification in a General as

courage. Confider that the fortune of battles is

uncertain : Therefore do all things with great pre-

caution. Truft not to the force of thy commiffion,
in that thou fighteft for the law and honour of thy
Prophet. But remember the proverb of the An-
cients, which fays, ' The devil often carries the
ftandard of the living God.' There may be thofe

in thy fleet who are treacherous, and at the devotion-

of the Nazarenes. For I hear that both Spahi's and
Janizaries were very unwilling to imbark themfelves;

and God knows, how far Venetian gold may work
on fome of their Officers. Though their refentments
feemed to be appeafed by the bounty of cur glorious

Sovereign, yet the fmalleft occafion may renew their

old difcontent again, and put them on more dange-
rous tumults at fea than thofe they were guilty of
amore : Or, at leali, they will become more remifs
and cold in the fervice of the Grand Signior.

Be it how it will, if the Navy have not good fuc-
cefs, the blame will be all laid on thee. Pardon,
therefore, the freedom I take in adviiing thee, fines

it is an argument of my affection and concern for

thy honour and fafety. And no man can with rea-

fon be offended at another for warning him of dan-
gers. In a word, I wifh thee the good fortune of
the Engliili, who have lately taken an ifland in the

Weft-Indies from the Spaniards : They call it Ja-
maica.

It feems the King of Spain had poffeffed this ifle,

from the time of thefirft conqueft in America,where
his fubjects had committed horrid cruelties on the
natives ; for which they are now puniihed by that

new Commonwealth, who boaft that they are efta-

blifhed by God to reform or overturn all the king-
doms of Europe.
Thou haft heard, I fuppofe, of Oliver, the So-

vereign of that nation. He appears like another

Gingia
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Gingiz Cham, fetting up for a Prophet, and Found-
er òr a new empire. He has refufed the title of
King, which was offered him by the Englifh ftates,

with all the enligns of royalty. But he aims at a more
fublime character, laying the foundation of his hopes
in a pretended modefty, afluming only the ftyle of
Protector. They fay he talks of leading an army to

the gates of Rome, and, when he has fubdued the

Pope, that he will march or fail to Constantinople,
and drive the Grand Signior out of his Seraglio.

I tell thee, thefe are things not to be contemned
or laughed at. For this Oliver has the fame of a

great and invincible General. And, I can allure

thee, all the neighbouring Kings and States court
his friendfhip. In fine, he makes the molt formi-
dable figure at prefent of any Prince in thefe Weftern
parts.

If it will divert thee at fea to hear of the tranfac-

tions by land, know, that Leopoldus Ignatius Jo-
fephus, fon of the German Emperor, is elected King
of the Romans, in the room of his deceafed brother.

There is alfo a Diet at Franckfort, where they have
too many difcords and quarrels of their own, to have
leifure to plot any mifchief againft the empire of
True Believers. Thefe Infidels, in their publick
Councils, ate like women, fcolding away their time
that fhould be employed in action.

There arrives daily a great deal of news out of
Sweden, Mufcovy, and Poland: One poft informs
us of a plague raging at Mofcow, and other cities

of that northern tract : Another alarms us with in-

telligence of fieges and plundering of towns, difpeo-

piing of provinces, and a deluge of blood and (laugh-

ter ; for the Swedes, efpoufing the quarrel of the

Mufcovites, endeavour to make their own game in

Poland ; many Princes and great Men, with their

towns, villages, andvafTals, revolting daily from the

unfortunate Cafimir, and fubmitting to the Swedifh
Monarch.
And, here in France, thofe that go not to the wars

make private campaigns at home. Here is nothing
but
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but duelling and murder among men of the {word ;

vvhilft the eccleiiafticks are combating one another

with their pens, and the lawyers with their tongues.

In Switzerland they are mad about religion. At
Dantzick two eagles were feen combating in the

air. And, as if all nature were in a ferment, the

winds have been at variance in the bowels of the

earth, which has occafioned frequent earthquakes in

that part of Germany. The King of Poland's bro-

ther is dead, and the Queen-Mother of Sweden.
We muft all die at the determined hour : And there

is no other terror in death, but what is created by our
own opinion, nor any greater pain than that attend-

ing our birth. For at ourdiiTolution every element of
which we are compounded takes its proper mare,
and that which is divine in us returns to that which
is divine in the univerfe.

Paris, 1 8th of the 9th Moon,
of the Year 1655.

LETTER XIII.

to Pefteli Hali, his Brother, Matter of the

Cuftoms at Conflantinople.

OU R kinfman Ifouf is now gone for Mufcovy,
having vifited the mofr remarkable places in

this kingdom. I received a letter from him, dated
atDieppe, a fea-town over-againfr. the Englifh coafr.

He was juit a going aboard, as he tells me, when he
delivered his difpatch to the poft. God grant him a
profpcr#us voyage to that region, and whitherfoever
his genius or fortune carries him.

I was extremely pleafed with his converfation.
Whilft he was in Paris, I was never fenfible of me-
lancholy, unlefs it were in the evenings, which
forced us to part company. He has an excellent me-
mory, and recounts all the adventures of his life.

with
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with a great deal of eafe both to himfelf and his

hearers. He never was at a lofs for matter, or con-
founded one circumftance with another, but, ranking
every thing in its due time and place, delivered all

with a clearnefs and grace, which affected me with
lingular delight.

Lefides, he has a ready wit, lively fancy, and
judgment enough for one of his years. I tell thee
the relations he has made of his travels, with his

regular deportment here in Paris, of which I have
been a witnefs, have imprinted in me fuch an opi-

nion of his ability, that I have trufted him with
fome particular inftructions, in order to a fettled

correfpondence between us, in whatfoever Court he
refides. For, in a word, I find him mature enough
for bufinefs of moment : And it is a pity hispint
fhould be buried, without ever appearing in action.

If he fucceeds in what I have put him upon, when
he arrives at Archangel, a fea-port in Ruffia, and a
place of great commerce and traffick, I fhall have
good reaion to hope for more important matters,
when- he comes to Mofcow, the chief city of the men
who worfhip the eyes of their Emperor. And then
it will be time to give a due character ©f him to
the Miniflers of the Porte : Wherein thou wilt have
many opportunities to perform the office of a kinf-

man and friend. Thofe of the fame blood ought
thus to ferve one another with integrity and affec-

tion : For in fo doing we help ourfelves, ftrengthen
the intereft of our family, and fhall find returns in

time of need. As thou haft received favour from
Kerker Haffan BafTa, on the fcore of being his coun-
try-man ; fo there is a greater reafon that thou fhould-
eit fhew kindnefs to Ilbuf, who partakes of our
blood.

There arifes a vaft complacency from doing good
offices, though to a ftranger, or even to an enemy.
Mah is naturally generous ; and he has debauched
his foul, who acts contrary to this principle. Yet
the greater! part ofmen are degenerated. Theypurfue
lions, tygers, bears, and fuch-like ravenous beafts with

ine*-
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inexorable hatred and revenge ; they bear fecret an-
tipathies againft fpiders, toads, ferpents, and other

venomous creatures ; and yet they are all thefe

things, or worfe, themfelves. Ever lìnee Aftraea

abandoned the earth, there has been a ftrange meta-
morphofis in our race : Men have for the moli part

forfaken their humanity, and changed nature with
the favages. Nay, we tranfeend them in whatso-
ever is cruel and vicious : As if our reafon were given
us only to teach us the moil refined methods of im-
piety, and to be a more exquifite fpur to vice.

Ifouf has prefented me with folid obfervations of
this kind in his travels, efpecially in Africk: He
fays that region is not more prolinck of ftrange and
horrible beafts, than it is of monftrous men, brutes

and devils in human fhape. And, though he re-

lates fome fair things of the Indians, and other people

in Afia, yet they are intermixed with tragical re-

ports and mournful memoirs ; fuch as ftain the
hiftory of our race, and make it evident, that it is

hard to meet with one good man in ten thoufand.

The whole world is over-run with oppreflion, cru-
elty, avarice, perfidy, and luft.

He relates ftrange things of che antiquities of E-
gypt. He calls it the only fcene of wonders and
miracles on earth. Indeed, this country was ever

famous among all nations, for the wifdom and learn-

ing of their Priefts ; who, in the firft age of the

world, underftood all the fecrets of the elements,
the virtue of plants and minerals, and were perfect-

ly verfed in the fcience of the ftars and fpirits, and
in all kinds of myfterious knowledge. They were
faid to make ftatues and images that could fpeak,

walk, run, and counterfeit all human actions. They
were alfo exquifite in making miraculous talifmans
and mirrors, with any kind of magical work, where-
by they kept the people, and even the Princes, in
profound awe and veneration of their prodigious
knowledge and power, and likewife defended their

country againft all invaders. For no fooner did an
enemy appear with his armies on the frontiers of E-

5 gypt,
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gypt, but thefe Priefts had prefent intimation of it

by their fecret art, even in their chambers, perhaps
at a hundred leagues diftance. Then, by their in-

chantments. they either caufed fire to confume them
in their camps, or turned their fwords one againft

another, or lent an army of winged ferpents to de-
ftroy them. So that for many ages no King evsr

prospered that ever fought againft the Egyptians.
But let not thou and I, dear brother, fuffer our

reafon to degenerate, by giving credit to fictions and
romances, though vouched by fome of our country-
men, fuch as Morat Alzeman, Eb'n Abdalhokm,
and others.

He alfo tells me remarkable paflages of the pyra-

mids of Cairo, the overflowings of the Nile, the

mummies, and other things, which I have not now
time to rehearfe ; but in another letter I will gratify

thee with a more ample account of his obfervations.

In the mean time, live thou to enjoy the fruits of

thy own travels in the Eaft ; which if it matches
•not the fouth in prodigies and ftupendous inven-

tions
;
yet it furpaflès both it, and all the reft of the

world, in juftice and morality.

Paris, 1 7th of the i ith Moon,
of the Year 1655.

LETTER XIV.

To Ifmacl Kaidar, Cheik, a Man of the

Law.

THOU haft the character and fame of a great

Hiftorian ; a man of intelligence both in the

records of paft times, and the tranfaétions of the

prefent : Therefore the name of Chriftina, late

Queen of Sweden, cannot be ftrange to thee. I

doubt not but thou haft heard of this Princefs, fo

celebrated throughout the earth for her learning, and
other
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other noble accompliihments ; and how fhe volun-

tarily refigned the Crown to one of her kinfmen.

But, perhaps, thou kneweft not the true motives

which induced her to this royal caprice : For it de-

serves no better name, as thou wilt understand by
the fequel.

Her father, who, for his fuccefsful wars, and
perpetual victories, was called the Great Guftavus,
dying, left her in the intire pofleffion of his king-

dom, and new conquefts in Germany. But, during
the time of her reign, Piementelli, the Spanifh Am-
bafTador at Stockholm, by daily converfing with this

great Queen, . ufed fuch plaufible inlinuations, as to

prevailon her to have a more favourable opinion of
the Pope, and his religion, than fhe had before en-
tertained. For all the Swedes are educated in an
averfion for thofe of the Roman faith. I need not
explain to thee thefe diftinciions of belief among
the Nazarenes ; thou art verfed in their hiftoiy, as

well as in our own. Suffice it to fay, that this Am-
bafTador poffefTed ChrilHna with fo fair an idea of the

Catholick religion, that fhe abandoned her Crown,
and has ever fin ce been a Queen errant, a royal ram-
bler through Europe, beingrefolved to make expe-
riment of the Generofity of Catholick Princes, whofe
virtue Piementelli had fo highly extolled.

It would be a work of feven moons for the moft
induflrious fcribe to relate all the particular magni-
ficences with which me has been entertained in her
travels through Germany, Flanders, Alface, In-
fpruck, Italy, and Rome, where fhe now refides.

Every Prince of the Roman Church, through whofe
territories fhe pafTed, was ambitious to appear pro-
digal of his favours and civilities to this illuftrious

ftranger : Perhaps, to evade the lafhes of her wit,
which, they fay, is very fatyrical. Or, it may be
for other reafons more forcible and poignant. Be it

frow it will, the Roman wits have not fpared her, as

thou wilt perceive by the following verfes, which,
en the firft day of the moon of January, were found

in
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in the hand of Pafquin, and on the portal of the pa*
lace Farnefe, where fhe refides :

c Pazza, Gobba, & Zoppa viene dal Norte,
c Del Monarchia invitto l' indigna figlia,

* Mentre Pologna Gente & fi Scompiglia,
* A vane Pompe Rome apre le Porte $

' Contra quelli applaufi r ungrida forte,
* Et in balte Note V altro bis Biglia.
c Correla Sciocca Genti, alza le ciglia,
' Ride Pafquin del Papa, Se della Corte.
* Su fu venite voi Ruffiani Snelli,
4 Et portate a Christina 'ftravagante,
* Di venere il Scettro ne i Pazzarelli :

* Vuol parer dotta, et è rozza Pedante.
6 E in Braccio a mangiator di Ravanelli,
* Voul parer cada, & è Putana Errante.'

I fend thee thefe verfes in the original, knowing
thou art a critick in the Italian language ; befides,

they will not be found fo well in Arabick. Thou,
that haft been in Rome, knoweft what Pafquin is,

and art no ftranger to the humours of that city.

Let not lampoons of morofe Italians -abate thy

charity for this renowned Princefs : But let her ex-
travagances be an argument of the greatnefs of her

foul ; and remember the old Roman proverb, which
fays,

c There is no furpaffing genius without fome
* mixture of madnefs.'

Pan's, 30th of the ift Moon,
of the Year 1656,

LET-
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LETTER XV,

To the fame.

HA V I N G the fpace of an hour before the poll

goes, I could not forbear to inform thee of a

new ftar which lately appeared in thefe parts, moving
in a direct line from Eaft to North. The Aftrono-
mers have made accurate obfervations on it, and yet

are at a lofs what to conclude. Some fay it is below
the moon, others place it in the fphere of the fixed

flars. One will have it a meteor ; a fecond affirms it

to be a planet ; whilft the Jews report every-where,

that it is the ftar ofJacob, and a fign that their Mef-
fias is at hand.
Nathan Ben Saddi, one of that nation at Vienna,

fends me ftrange ftories concerning the prodigies

which mall go before, and accompany the appear-

ance of the Deliverer of Ifrael (as he calls him.)
He fays, There fhall fpeediiycome a fort of people

from the uttermoft parts of the earth, of a black and
horrible afpecl:,fo that whoever fhall hut caft an eye

on any of them fhall immediately die, as hy the

glance of a bafilifk. For every one of them fhall

have two heads, and feven eyes, glowing and fend-

ing forth foarks of fire as poifonous as the flames of
the wind El-Samiel in Arabia. They fhall alfo be

fwift as flags. And about the fame time an extra-

ordinary heat fhall flow from the fun, which, be-

ing difperfed through the elements, fhall corrupt the

air, earth, and waters, and infect all this lower
world with fuchpeftilential qualities, that a million

of Gentiles (for fo the Jews call all that are not of
their own nation) fhall die every day. And men
Ihall be in fo great confirmation, that they fhall run
up and down the ftreets crying, c Wo, wo to us
' and our children P They fhall dig their own graves,

and go down into them of their own accord, ex-
pecting death. But that, all this time, the Jews
fhall be in fafety and in health.

Vol. V. F This
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This Hebrew adds, that the light of the fun fhall

be totally extinguished for the i'pace of thirty days ;

during which horrible darknefs the Chriftians and
Mahometans fhall acknowledge their errors, and
many of them fhall embrace the law of Mofes ; for

which God, being moved to mercy, will rettore that

planet again to its former brightnefs.

But what he fays next is an unhappy prefage to

the Romans, whofe empire, according to the tradi-

tion, fhall be extended over all the regions of the
earth, for the fpace of nine moons. After which
term, God fhall fend the firft Meffias, the fon of
Jofeph, who fhall gather the difperfed tribes of If-

rael, and conduci them to Jerufalem ; from whence
he fhall iilue forth, with a victorious army, and lay

wafte the Roman empire, fack Rome itfelf, and car-

ry away the immenfe riches of the Chriftians to Je-
rufalem ; and the very fear of him fhall reduce all

nations to his obedience. He fhall fight with Ar-
miilai Harafcha, the Antichrifl of the Chriftians,

and ihalldeftroy two hundred thoufand of Armillai's

followers ; but, in the end, fhall be flain himfelf,

and the good angels fhall tranfport his body to the

apartment of the fathers.

The jews hold, That this Armillai fhall fpring

out of an image of the Virgin Mary in Rome, made
of marble, with which the moft wicked and profli-

gate among men fhall be inamoured, and commit
the moft execrable uncleannefs that can be named.
The refult of thefe adulterous congrefTes fhall be,

that the ftatue, by a fupernatural power, fhall prove
impregnate -, and, cleaving afunder, fhall be deli-

vered of this young Antichrift, who is to vex and
perfeeute the Jews, and afflict them with greater

calamities, than either they, or their fathers, felt,

fince the beginning of the world. They fhall be
forced to flee into the defarts, and hide themfelves

in the dens and caves of the earth, living only on
the grafs and herbage, with the leaves of trees, till

the great Michael, the archangel, fhall thrice wind
his horn. Then fhall the fecond Meffias, the fon

5 of
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of David, with Elias the prophet, appear, who /hall

refcue them out of all their troubles, and lead thern

triumphant to Paradife.

This is the fum of what Nathan and all the Jews
believe concerning the lait times, which, they fay,

are now approaching ; as is evident by the riling of
this new Itar, accompanied with terrible thunders
and lightnings. And the chief Patriarch or Prince
of the Jews is come from Jerufalem to Vienna, to

prepare thofe of his nation in the Weftern parts for

the grand revolutions, which they believe are ready
to fall out in the world. All the Jev/s in that city

went out a league to meet him
3
with great pomp

and foiemnity.

In the mean while, I hear that the fon of the late

Vizir Azem makes a confufion among you at Con-
frantinople, and the parts adjacent, being at the head
of fifty thoufand men, on pretence to revenge the
death of his father, but really to recover his ravifh-

ed miftrefs, the fair Sultana Zainiouvre, who was
forced from his feraglio by the Grand Signior's com-
mand. Women and wine, according to the proverb
of the Franks, make all the difturbance in the world.
And, without calling to remembrance the Trojan
wars, the unhappy effects of Helena's perfidy, we
may conclude, that v/omen are the occafions of ma-
ny quarrels among us.

There is a peace lately concluded between the

French and the new Engliih Commonwealth : By
which means the exiled King of the Scots was
forced to depart from this realm, which has been his

fan&uary for nrany years. He went away at the be-

ginning of the treaty, and has wandered up and
down Germany ever fmce; fometimes keeping a

Court like a King, at other times living incognito,

and very privately, with only two or three attend-

ants. That poor Prince is very unfortunate
;
yet,

they fay he bears his calamity with fingular mode-
ration, and a certain royal iiiffnefs of mind, which
will rather break than bend.

F % This
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This Pope is a great Peace-maker, and has fent

Nuncio's with letters to all the Princes in Chriften-
dom within the pale of the Roman church, earneft-

ly perfuading them to unity and friendship, that fo

their arms may be turned againft the Muffulmans.
His predecelior was of another fentiment, and would
not intermeddle with the quarrels of any. One day
as he was looking out of a window of his palace,

with fome Cardinals, they efpied two men fighting

in the ftreet ; whereupon they delired the HolyFather
to interpofe his authority, and command peace : But
he refufed, faying, ' Let them fight it out, and then
4 they will be good friends of courfe.' And, turn-
ing to the Spanifh AmbafTador, he faid, ' So will
* it fare with your Matter and the King of France

;
' when they have fufficiently wearied one another
* with wars, they will gladly embrace the propofals

f
of peace.'

; Here is great rejoicing for the reconciliation new-
ly made between the King and his uncle, the Duke
of Orleans, who have been eflranged a long time,

the latter having efpoufed the Prince of Conde's
caufe. But now he has abandoned it, and is come
to* the Court.
Thefe Infidels are as inconftant as the winds,

which vary to all the points of the compafs.

Pari*, 30th of the iftMcon,

of the Year i6c6.

LETTER XVI.

To Solyman, his Coufin, at Scutari.

I
See thou art given over to a fpirit of difcontent.
Nothing can pleafe thee. Thou murmurefr. at

Providence, and cafteft obloquies on the ways of
God : As if the order of all things, and the efta-

blifhed
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blifhed ceconomy of the univerfe, muft be changed,

to gratify thy humour.
Formerly thou wert troubled with dull, melan-

choly thoughts about religion : Now thou art angry

with thy trade, and pineft that thou wert not edu-
cated in the academy. A mechanick life, thou fay-

eft, is tedious and irkfome ; beiides, that it is be-

neath one of thy blood to be always employed in

making of turbants. Thou wifheft rather to have
been a courtier, foldier, or any thing fave what
thou art.

Coufin, let not pride and ambition corrupt thy
manners. Doft thou not conlider, that all True
Believers are obliged to exercife fome manual occu-
pation, and that the Sultan himfelf is not exempted
from this duty ? Did not the Prophet himfelf prac-
tife it, and injoin it to all his followers ? Haft thou
not heard of his words, when he faid, ' No man
* can eat any thing fweeter in this world, than what
' is acquired by his own labour/ Doubtlefs, all the
Prophets, and holy men, have gained their bread by
their lawful employments. Aaam was a Garden-
er, Abel a Shepherd, Seth a Weaver, Enoch a
Taylor, Noah a Shipwright, Mofes, Saguib, and
Mahomet were Shepherds ; Tefus the Son of Mary
a Carpenter, Abu-Becre, Omar, Othman, Gali,
and Gabdorachaman were Merchants.
Doft thou efteem thyfelf of better blood than

Adam, from whom thou receivedft thine ? For
filarne prefer not thyfelf to Noah, the Reftorer of
mankind, to Jefus theMeflias, to Mahomet our ho-
ly Law-giver, and to the reft of thofe excellent per-
fons, who thought it no contempt to work at their

feveral trades, and eat the bread of their own labour.
Beiides, Doft thou confider the dangerous in-

trigues of a Prince's Court ? Art thou ilifficiently

armed with wit and dexterity, to fecure thy ftation
againft the wily trains of defigning men ? I do not
reproach thy abilities : Yeti think thou wilt do bet-
ter in the poll: allotted thee by deftiny ; that is, in
thy proper calling, than in the perilous condition

F 3 of



102 LETTERS WRIT BY
of thefe who ftand or fall at the pleafure of others.

Whereas thou art now thy own man, and needeit
fear no tempeft. of ftate, or frowns of thy Prince,
io long as thou purfuefr. none but thy private affairs.

Many fovereign Monarchs have envied fuch as thee,

when they have feen, how chearfully and quietly
they pafs away their time, under the umbrella of an
obicure and private life : Whereas, at the Court,
there is nothing but intriguing, plotting, and trea-

chery; one undermining another, to make way for

their own advancement. The Court is a perfect: the-
atre of fraud, diflimulation, envy, malice, and a thou-
sand vices, which there act their various parts, un-
der the habit and difguife of feeming virtues. There
a man muft flatter the great, and fpeak againit. his

own fenfe and the truth, to procure the favour of
fome dignified fool : Than which nothing is more
Ignoble and bafe.

This puts me in mind of a pleafant repartee, which
Diogenes the philofopher gave to a courtier. The
fpark paffing by Diogenes, as he fat in a tub sating

of turneps, put this feoff upon him, ' Diogenes,*
faid he, ' if thou wouldeft but learn the art of flat-
4
tery, thou needeff. not fit here in a tub, fcranching

1 of roots.' To whom the philofopher replied, ' And
6 thou, vain-glorious man, if thou wouldeft. but
* learn to live contented with my homely fare, need-
1
ell not condeicend to the fawning of a fpaniel.'

But, Coufin, let not this paiiage caufe thee to

emulate the ph lofopher's manner of life, for he had
his vices as well as ether men. If he was no flat-

terer, yet he was proud and cpinionative : He laid

trams for the applaufe of men in all his actions, and
fo taught others to become flatterers, though he was
r.one himfelf. All his pretended humility, mortifi-

cation, and rigour, were but fo many decoys for

fame. Of this Piato was fenfible, who was a far

more excellent philofopher than he. As this fage

was one day walking, with feme of his friends, in

the fields, they fhewed him Diogenes ftanding up to

the chin in water, whofe fuperficies was frozen over,

faving
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laving one hole that Diogenes had made for himfelf ;

' Puh, fays Plato, don't regard him, he'll foon be
1 out : For, had he not ken us coming this way, he
* would not have put himfelf to this pain/ Ano-
ther time, this philofopher came to Plato's houfe,

and as he walked on the rich carpets, with which
the floor of the hall was covered :

' See, faid Dio-
' genes, How I trample on Plato's pride.' * Yes,
faid Plato, c but with greater pride.'

Certainly, the greater!: Philofophers, Doctors, and
even Saints themfelves, have their errors and fail-

ings. Do not therefore affect to change thy calling,

for the life of a ftudent, or a contemplative man.
For the fame difcontent will ftill haunt thee in that

ftate, which makes thee fo uneafy now : Thou art

a perfect ftranger to the intolerable anguifh of mind
which afflicts thinking men, and fuch as apply them-
felves to the ftudy of fciences. They labour under
a perpetual thirft of knowledge, and the more they
learn, the greater and more ardent is their defirè of
farther difcoveries. So that the moft accomplished
fages are no more fatisfied with their own acquifi-

tions, than he who has never meddled with books.
Then, as to their bodies, they are always vexed

with one malady or other, proceeding from the vi-

olent agitation of their fpirits, the intenfenefs of
their thoughts, perpetual poring upon books, and
their fedentary life.

In all that I have faid, I do notdiffuade thee from
feeking after knowledge ; I rather counfel thee to

read books, and I gave thee fome advice in a former
letter: But do it with moderation. Let not thy
itudies intrench on the affairs of thy calling. Read
hiftories, or other tracts* according to thy fancy,

when thou hall: nothing elfe to do. But do not fol-

low it fo clofe, as if thou afpiredft to the character

of a complete hiftorian or philofopher. Still remem-
ber that thou art a turbant-maker, and that by the

decrees of fate thou art born for this Bu&nefs. Fol-
low it with alacrity and mirth. When thou art at

thy work, it will be pleafant meditating on what
F 4. thou
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thou haft read at thy fpare hours. Thou wilt find

thyfelf much more happy, in thus mixing ftudies

with the neceflary offices of thy trade, than in aban-
doning thyfelf wholly to a contemplative life. And,
in the midft of thy difgufts, thou mayeft comfort
thyfelf with this reflection, that thou art of none of

the mod defpicable callings which ferve the neceffi-

ties of man's body. Had thy employment been only
to make papouches or fandals, which cover the feet,

it might have been an argument ofdifcontent to thee,

in regard the foot is the moft contemptible member
of the body. But now thou paneft thy time in

making ornaments for the head, which is the nobleft

part, and Commander of all the reft, thou haft no
reafon to repine.

If, after all, thou refolveft to change thy courfe

©f life, I advife thee to turn foldier, for then thou
muit be contented and patient per force.

Paris, 1 3th of the 4th Moon,
of the Year 1656.

LETTER XVII.

To Melee Amet.

TH E Nazarenes boaft much of the new con-
verts they have made from the Muftulman

law to the faith of Jefus the fon of Mary. On the

23d of the laft moon, a Moor of Tripoli was bap-
tifed in a church of this city ; and, the next day,

he was anointed with their chrifm or holy oil (as

they call it) which, they fay, has a virtue to con-
firm and ftrengthen him m his new religion. On
the 25th, he was cioathed all in white linen, and
walked in proceffion through the ftreets, with mu-
fick playing before them, whilft the ground was
ftrcwed with flowers. When he arrived at the great

mofque of this city, a Prieft gave him that which
they
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they efteem the body of the Meflias, but, in reality,

is only a wafer with the figure of a man crucified ou
it. Thefe wafers are made, and fold to the Prieirs,

.

by the common bakers of the town j and yet they
make the poor, ignorant people believe with four

words they can change them into an immortal God.
The renegado Moor appears very zealous and de-

vout, frequenting the temples, and vifiting all holy
places. He walks along the ftreets with beads in
his hands, which the people interpret as an argu-
ment of his piety to the Virgin Mary, the mother
of Jefus. For, when they pray to her, it is the cuf-

tom to number their oraifons on beads. But all this

while they confider not that he may be an hypo-
crite, as to their religion ; and, inftead of addreifing

his prayers to her, may direct them to God alone
;

as all the True Faithful do, who ufe beads in re-

hearimg the divine ejaculations, as well as the Chrif-
tians, m repeating their Ave Maria, which, they

fay, was the falutation that Gabriel gave the Vir-
gin, when he entered her oratory.

Be it how it will, he gets abundance ofmoney by
his devotion : For the Franks are really very chari-

table, and give plentiful alms to the poor ; butefpe-
cially to one under his circumitances they are ex-
tremely liberal, that fo they may imprint in him a
more fervent affection and profound reverence for

their religion.

But he is not the only convert they brag of. Ma-
ny captives they either wheedle or force to turn
Chriftians. Thus, he that was taken at fea by the
(hips of Malta twelve years ago, when it was re-

ported through Chriftendom, that he was the Grand
Signior's fon, is of late turned Christian and Friar,

having folemnly, and in publick, abjured the Muf-
fulman law, curfed our holy Prophet, and all thofe

of his race, with the Believers of the Alcoran. He
is like to come to great preferment in the Roman
church : They call him The Ottoman Father ; and
boaft, that the true heir of the Turkifh empire is a
Chrinian, and in their cuftody.

F 5 Yet,
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Yet, after all, the profelyte of greateft fame is

Don Philippo, the fon of 'the Bey of Tunis, of
whom I made mention in one of my former letters.

This Prince is now at Valencia, under the King of
Spain's jurifdiction, who allows him a confiderable
penfion, and has given him leave to marry a Princefs
of that country, very beautiful and ingenious, but
of a poor fortune : He has one fon by her. It is

faid the King of Spain defigns to fet forth a mighty
fleet of mips ; and, having furnifhed this Prince with
all things necelTary for a warlike expedition, will

fend him, thus equipped, to claim the government
of Tunis ; or, in cafe of a denial, to make a de-
fcent in that kingdom, and fight for it. But I be-
lieve this will only prove a Spanifh rhodomontade,
that Monarch having work enough cut out for him
in Europe and America, by the French and Englifh,
to divert him from any fuch wild enterprife on A-
frick. However it be, this Don Philippo is mucin
talked of in Chriitendom, and the Spaniards flatter

themfelves with the hopes of conquering a great part

of Barbary by his means, he having many friends,

and a confiderable intereft in thofe parts.

Thou mayeft acquaint the Divan, that Ofman the

dwarf is itili living, and ferves the Porte with a fe-

cret and untainted zeal. Two days ago he disco-

vered a cunning practice of Cardinal Mazarine,
whofe motions and intrigues he watches very nar-

rowly. He allures me, that this Minifter has dif-

patched away two agents to the King of Sweden and
Elector of Brandenburgh, with a letter to each of
chele Princes, from the King of France, alfo with
blank papers, and the King's feal, giving them in-

ftruéfions to fill up their blanks, and feal them with
Che King's fignet, according as they found the trea-

ty go forward between thofe Princes : The main
dcfign of this trick being to hinder them from en-

tering into a league againit the King of Poland, by
all the artifice thefe agents could ufe, in exactly

timing and fuiting their counterfeit letters to the

difficulties and mifunderfhindings that always hap-
pen
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pen in fuch treaties, that fo they may exafperate

each party againir. the other, as occalion offered,

without being obliged to fend to France for frefh

letters, which will breed too much delay, and fpoil

their defign.

By this thou mayeft perceive, that Cardinal Ma
zarine comes not fhort of his predeceffor Rich-
lieu, in managing the affairs of foreign Courts. He
is the very foul of all the grand bufinefs in Chrii-
tendom.
A general heart-burning has poffeffed the French.,

cfpecially the inhabitants of Paris, ever fincc the

conclufion of laft year, when the King iffued out
certain orders, commanding that all the gold and fil-

ver money in the kingdom fhould be brought into

his mint to be new coined. The merchants firfl

complained of this edici: ; and then it was murmur-
ed at by all the trading people. At length the Par-
liament of Paris took it into their confideration, and
oppofed the King's pleafure : Upon which he ba-
nifhed eight of their members, and has feveral times
prohibited them to affemble

;
yet they perfifted to

meet till he banifhed more of them : Which, in-

ftead of awing them into the expected compliances,
has but incenied them more: And the di fcontented

clergy blow up the coals, as do likewife the friends

of the Prince of Conde. The Parliament are very
bold and peremptory in their proceedings, have ex-
prefsly forbid the citizens ofParis to obey the King's
order, and decreed that nothing fhall be done in

their affé r.bly, till the banifhed Senators be recalled.

Things being at this pafs, we expeci: nothing but
infurrections, mafficres, and other effects of popu-
lar fury. The rich are laying up vait quantities of
corn and other provi fions, as if they expecìed a

fiege. And the poor fare the better for it, whilffc

great largeffes are given among them by the Gran-
dees of the Parliament, to engage them in the fac-

tion. Befides, thou knoweft, the multitude always
delight in novelty and ftate-tempefts, hoping for

F ó plunder,
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plunder, and t:> inrich themfelves by the ruin of
others.

I know not what conduci Is fitteft for me to ufe

in this caie. Whether it will be bell: for me to abide

in this city or follow the Court, which is now at

La Fere m Picardy : Or, Whether I fhould retire to

fome other place, lets liable to civil difturbances. I

wifh the Minifters of the Porte would fend me full

inftructions, what I ought to do in thefe emergencies.
From Rome we hear, that the Pope and Cardi-

nals are in great confternation on fome intelligence

they have received, that the Englifh intend to make
a defcent on the territories of the Church. That
nation is now become the great bug-bear of all Eu-
rope, fmce they have moulded themfelves into a

Commonwealth.
Every kingdom and empire have a time to rife, and

another to fall. But who can determine the period

wherein the Ottoman glory will decline, wh ch is

not yet advanced to its zenith.

Paris, 27th of the 5th Moon,
of the Year 1656.

LETTER XVIII.

To Sedree Al* Giraw'n, Chief Treafurer to

the Grand Signior.

THY virtues have at length raifed thee to a
glorious truft, the charge of immenfe wealth.

Thou haft in thy cuftody the riches which cannot
be matched in the univerfe. God infpire thee with
graces fuitable to a dignity fo full of temptations. I

hope thou wilt not be affronted at my prayer, as was
thy predeceflbr Kienan BafTa, at fome counfels of
like nature, which I gave him in a letter. Some
wen are ftrangely cholerick, and look on thofe as

enemies who give them good advice» I only warn-
ed
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ed him of the ordinary cheats that are practifed at

certain times in the treafury, which thou knoweft -

to be true, as well as I. And I tell thee farther, he
himfelf was fufpected by many in the Seraglio not

to have been altogether exempt from guilt.

Whether he were or not, I performed but my
duty in giving h'm neceflary cautions. For fuch

is the will of my Superiors, that I mould not be
afraid to unravel the fecrets of thofe bhat are falfe

to the Grand Signior. I did not charge him with
fuch a crime, and therefore he had no reafon to be
angry : But fome men will pick a quarrel with their

own fhadows. In a word, this Grandee forgot

himfelf.

In faying fo, I do not reflect on his original, or
that he was found fleeping on a dunghil in Kuffia, a
poor ragged infant, when the Tartars took him cap-
tive, among many thoufands of others, in the plun-
der of Ifinarow, and fold them to the Capa Agafi,

for thirteen piafters, by reafon of his beauty. I do
not call to mind the circumitances of his youth ;

fince it is common for the meaneft flaves to arrive at

an extraordinary grandeur by their merits, or at

leaft through the favour of thè Sultan.

But what I aim at is, that, in his being difgufted

at the remonftrances I have made of fome private

and finifter practice in the Treafury, he forgot that

he himfelf is ftill a flave to the Grand Signior, as

well as I, and therefore not above instruction.

Well, it feems he is now made Captain BafTa, and
thou fucceedeft him in the office of Treafurer. To
him I wifh all imaginable fuccefs and victories at

fea, for the fake of our great Matter and the Muf-
fulman empire; t© thee for thy own fake, and for

my brother's, whom I know thou wilt ever refpect

as a friend, I wifh increafe of riches and honours,
even as thy merit and fervices augment in the efteem
of the Sultan, and of all the world.
And I tell thee I have far livelier hopes to fee this

latter wifh take effect: than the former : For what
reafon have we to expect better luck from the cou-

rage



no LETTERS WRIT BY
rage or conduci: of this Ourcos Kienan, than from
the brave Zornefan Muffcapha, who commanded
the fleet laft year ?

This unhappy thought has put me into as melan-
choly a humour, as ^£neaswas in when the Queen
of Carthage required an account of the Trojan
wars : For I have heard that Cara Muftapha Baila
fucceeded Zornefan in the command of the fleet,

and, in the revolution of a moon, was made Man-
foul again, for the fake of Kienan Baila, or rather

for the fake of the licentious foldiers, who, it feems,

command all things. I have been informed a!fo of
all the other tragedies acted at the Seraglio fince the

fecond moon of this year. Neither are the caules and
origin of fo much ilaughter and bloodfhed hid from
me. It is too apparent, that there is an univerfal dif-

order and corruption in the diicipline of the Ja-
nizaries.

I formerly wrote to the Kiaya Bey en this account.

But it feems avarice, the root of all evil, had ren-

dered him infenfible and obdurate.

Is it not a filarne, that the pay of thofe who ferve

the Grand Signior in the wars iLould be detained,

not three or four moons, but five or fix years, by
their corrupt Officers ? They fit at home enjoying
their eafe, revelling in taverns, and committing a

thou fand riots ; whiifr. the others undergo number-
lefs fatigues abroad, and are reduced to the extremefr.

necefnties, not having fo much as the veils allowed
them by the Sultan, to cover their nakednefs ! And,
if they complain of their fufferings, inftead of re-

drefs, they meet with nothing but taunts and re-

proaches, as if they were not worthy to eat the Sul-
tan's bread and fait, though they freely hazard their

lives for him. It is no wonder the Janizaries are fo

unbridled in their rage, after fo many revocations.
Yet I cannot but lament the fate of hofe unfor-

tunate men, who were Sacrificed to the fury of that

infolent militia : Efpeciaily, I condole the lofs of

the brave Solyman Kyzlir Aga. The Janizaries

had an old grudge againir. him, ever fince his hot

difpute
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difpute with the Boftangi Baffo, and now they were
refolved to execute their revenge.

As for the Kiaya Bey, it Teems to be a ftroke of
divine juftice, that he, who had been the caufe of
all this mutiny, mould in remorfe ftrangle himielf,

and fo go to hell, as an expiation for the many lives

he had caft away.
And there is little lefs to be faid, in refpecl of the

Mufti, who was the chief of thofe who betrayed

their matter Sultan Ibrahim, l o tell thee my re-

fentments, I am heartily forry for all the reft -, but
to thofe who were concerned in that treafon there

feems no pity due. And the Mufti may thank God
and his good ftars, that his life went not with the
others. They report here he is fled into Egypt.
But what was that Gelep AfTan, who headed this

rabble of mutineers ? I have heard nothing of him
before the intelligence I received of his fudden rife,

and equally precipitate fall, during this tumult. He
was, I fuppofe, lome pafHonate fool, of an ill-con-

trived midriff, which ufed to make a quarrel between
his heart and his fpleen : And from this inteftine

broil he habitually learned the way to fet people to-

gether by the ears. A popular man, an incendiary,

and one that knew how to wheedle the vulgar to their

own ruin. Who can give an account of thefe

things ? Or, Who can unravel the web of deftiny ?

Though there is nothing ftrange in this particular

cafe, yet in the general it is prodigious, that fuch
little inftruments mould be able to give fo terrible a
{hock to the frame of an ancient and mighty go-
vernment !

He was a man of no fame or character, and yet,

for the fpace of two moons, he may be faidto com-
mand the greateft Sovereign of the world, fole pro-
prietor of fame and honour. And, had he pufhed
on his intereit, it is not improbable, but that? he
might have exalted himfelf above his mafter, and
fecured his poft againft all after-claps. For, ac-
cording to my intelligence, he had, during the fe-

4itU>n, heaped together prodigious fums of' money,
the
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the prefents of BafTa's, and other Minifters of the

Porte, who all adored this new-rifing comet, and
fought his protection and favour againit the barba-
rous rabble. But it feems he was infatuated with
too much glory, and confidered not that every body
watches all opportunities and occafions to ruin him :

And that his very followers would be the firft to be-
tray him, as foon as the hurry of their infurrection

was over. This generally happens to all ringleaders

of parties. When once the fpiri s of a faction are

fpent, the lees (which confift of regret and confu-
fion) are difcharged on thofe who firfr. fermented
them, mixed with the revenge of the State.

There are abundance of great and brave men
gone : But the old Negidher was of their Council,
and he brought them to ruin, as he did the Corcis of

Mecca, when they confpired againft the life of the

Prophet. This devil entered the temple (where they

were afTembled) in the fhape of an ancient man, de-

crepid and leaning on a crutch : And, when he was
-commanded to withdraw, he told them, ' He was a
* Senior, who had feen all ages, and remarked the
* occurrences of time ; that he was expert in unfold-
* ing fecrets, and rendering difficult things eafy.' In
a word, he ufed fo many plaufible infinuations,that

they admitted him into their affembly. But none of
their counfels profpered.

That malicious daemon is often prefent in the ca-

bals of feditious men ; and. though they fee him
not, yet he furely undermines their plots, and
brings them to fhame and punifhment. For he is the

fpirit of envy ; and though he be himfelf a rebel,

and the ringleader of a faction in the kingdom of

the air, yet fuch is his fpiteful nature, that he fel-

dom fuffers any rebellion to thrive on earth : Not
for any love that he bears to government, but be-

caufe he delights to be active in mifchief, be it what
it will 3 and the guardian fpirits will not fuffer him
to mix with the eflablifhed Divans of an empire.

The

1
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The all-good God preferve thee from the malice

of wicked demons, that always hover about trea-

fures of gold and filver.

Paris, lid of the 7th Moon,
of the Year 1656.

LETTER XIX.

To the fame»

THE troubles of the Sublime Porte touched me
lb nearly, and embarked my foul in fuch a

tempeft of follicitous thoughts and anxieties for the

honour and fafety of the Ofman empire, that I had
no leifure to think of my own particular hazards,

whilft I was writing the other letter. Yet I have
been ingulphed in abundance of vexatious circum-
itances and perilous accidents.

It generally happens, that, when one misfortune
befals a man, it brings a train along with it. So that

at fome feafcns we feem to be befieged with evils, or,

at leaft, fo clofely blocked up by an army of cala-

mities, that there is no paffage left open, either for

relief or intelligence.

So has it fared with me of late, and with thou-
fands of others, I doubt not, in this populous city.

The rebellion of the Prince of Conde is the occa-
fion of all this. For the King, having fome reafons

to apprehend a fecret confpiracy of the Prince's

friends and well-wifhers in Paris and other places,

has caufed a very fevere fcrutiny to be made of all

Grangers and fojourners. The Soubafhi's, or Offi-

cers, go to every houfe within their precinòt, taking
down the names of all the inhabitants in writing,

and feizing the perfons of thole whom they fufpect.

The prifons are filled with people of all ranks, and
the Nobles are fent to the caflle in the wood of Vin-
cennes. It is faid the King has a lift of many thou-

fands
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fands of Conde's party in Paris, who defigned, on
a prefixed day, to take up arms for that Prince ; and
that their example would have been followed all over
the kingdom.
God knows what is in the hearts of thefe Infidels ;

I am fu re Mahmut is wholly a ftranger to their

plots : Though laft year I received certain inftruc-

tions from the Vizir Azem, commanding me to

act. fecretly in the Prince of Conde's behalf, to

abet the faction, and ufe all the endeavours and art

I could to raife a new party for him among the
Courtiers. But I waved fo dangerous an employ-
ment, by propoimg to him the vali expences it would
require, and the necenity of fending fome extraor-

dinary embafly to this Court, to countenance the

bufinefs. To tell the truth, I efleemed it a thing

impracticable, and a mere caprice of that active Bal-
fa, who had a natural kindnefs for rebels, and de-

lighted to have a hand in difficult undertakings,
whether there was any likelihood of fuccefs or not.

But he is dead, and let that atone for all his re-

bellions, when he had the command of Aleppo. I

love not to load the departed fouls with accufacions.

What I have to fay is in my own vindication, who
could not approve his politick chimera : in regard,

had it fucceeded, no profit or advantage wouid from
thence arife to the Ottoman empire : And, had it

been difcovered, not only I and all the fe.rers of my
commimon would have been laid open to the Infidels,

but alfo it would ha\ e been an eternal dimonour and
blcmifh to the high refplendent Porte to be found
guilty of violating, in fo notorious a manner, the

faith it had given ro the raoft ancient and puiilant

monarchy among the Nazarenes.
Befides, I know noe but this Ivlinifter had a pri-

vate grudge againft me for accufmg him formerly to

the Divan, when he held correfpondence with the

Venetians ; and that he iludied this way to be re-

venged, by employing me in an affair which muft
needs be my ruin. However, I think I had reafon

to be cautious and apprehennve of the woril. Th's
made
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made me difpatch to him a letter full of fpecious

umbrages, feeming to approve his defign, but in-

tangling it with fuch difficulties as would dhert
him from farther thoughts of it.

Yet, after all, I have been really brought into

danger, on the bare fufpicion of being concerned

on the Prince of Conde's fide; by which thou mayeft
guefs at the confequence, had I hearkened to the

Vizir's advice.

One morning early, the Officers appointed for

this purpofe entered my chamber : And, having de-

manded my name, buunefs, and quality, I anlwer-
ed, ' My name was Titus Durlach Niefki ; but that
* for fhortnefs, and to denote my country, I was
1 commonly called Titus the Moldavian ; and
c
that by this name I was well known to Cardinal

4 Mazarine, as I had been to his predeceflbr Rich-
* lieu, and other Courtiers of great quality. I told
4 them likewife, that I was a Clerk, who underfrocd
' fome foreign languages, and therefore had been
1 often employed by thefe Cardinals, in tranfiating
c books out of Greek and Arabick into Latin and
' French : For which reafon, being recommended
' by Cardinal Richlieu, I had been in; reduced into
1 the acquaintance of feveral Nobles, whofe chil-
6 dren I taught thofe languages : And that fome of
' them had promifed to make me Curate of St. Ste-
' phen's church, as foon as it was vacant.'

They feemed to be very well fatisfied with what I

faid, but told me moreover, ' They had a commiffi-
i on to fearch my lodgings for arms and treafonable
' papers.'

It is impoffible to exprefs the horror I was in,

when I law them go roundly to work, prying into
every corner, and iearching my trunks, coffers, and
even my bed itfelf. Not that I had any guilt upon
me of concealing either arms or papers relating to
this confpiracy, but my concern was for my box of
letters to the Minifters of the Porte. As for arms,
they found no other but an old fword, which I told

them I travelled with out of my own country, and
a brace
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a brace of piftols for the fame ufe, to defend me
from robbers, aiTaffins, and other injuries.

Thefe fellows feemed mightily pleafed with the
curious workmanship of my weapons, furveyed
them all over, and, having drawn my fword out of
the fcabbard, and made a pafs or two with it againft

the wall, after the French mode of fencing, they
put it up again, telling me, c they had no authority
' to take thefe arms from me, fince they were ne-
4
cefTary for my defence.' But when they came to

my box of letters, and faw them written in a ftrange

character which none of them could read, they be-
gan to look on one another, and change their coun-
tenance, as if there was feme dangerous matter
contained in thefe papers, and therefore writ in cy-
phers.

They went afide to one end of the chamber,
whifpering together, and nodding their heads, with
all the fymptoms of jealoufy. At length, I, inter-

rupting them, faid, ' You need not, Gentlemen,
' be concerned about thefe papers ; they were left

* with me by a Merchant-Jew of my acquaintance,
* and they are letters of correfpondence between
* him and fome of his brethren, at Rome, Venice,
* Amfterdam, and other places in Europe. It is

* therefore they are written in a character, which
' to you appears ftrange, it being Hebrew, the na-
' tional language of the Jews. They contain only
' matters of trafHck, being letters of mart and ex-
' change : For, you know, the Jews are the great-
' eft merchants, brokers, and bankers in the world.'

Thefe words, with fome gold which I gave them,
difperfed all their fufpicions, cleared up their cloudy
brows, and turned their frowns into fmiles, and
complimentai addrefTes. They told me, ' I was a
* very hon eft man, and they would do me what fer-
( vice they could.' So bid me adieu.

By this thou mayeft fee the m ghty power of that

charming metal, which commands all things. For,

whatever I could have faid without that, had been
ioilg-
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inftgnificant. But thefe idolaters melted into an in-

difference at the firit fight of glittering piftoles ; and,

when I had once rendered them thus ductile, it was
eafy to frame them to the moft devout appearance of
refpect and friendfhip. They promifed and fwore
no hurt mould be done me.
But I knew the ncklenefs of human fidelity bet-

ter, than to repofe any great confidence in thefe

men's words. As foon as they were gone, I con-
veyed my letters to Eliachim, who could eaiily con-
ceal them, in any private corner of his houle, de-
firing him to furnim me with fome letters of diffe-

rent concerns written in Hebrew, that, if thefe

fearchers mould come again, and demand a fecond
view of my box, perhaps with delign to carry it to

fome Minifter of State, I might have thofe Hebrew
difpatches ready to fhew, which, being put in the fame
box, would not be known from the other by fuch
ignorant fellows, to whom Hebrew, Arabick, and
Chinefe, were all alike, and fo I mould be acquit-
ted from all future trouble of this nature.

And this event anfwered my expectation : For,
within three days, the fame men came again, with
others in their company, pretending they had frefh

warrants, and were fworn to be impartial. Where-
fore I was forced to attend them, whilft they carried

both me and my box before a Cadi, or Judge, who,
having examined very ftricvtly concerning my narj^e,

country, religion, and other matters, and feemmg
well fatisfied with all my anfwers, at laft fent for a

Prieft well-verfed in the Hebrew tongue; ordering
him to perufe the letters ; which, when he had done,
he afTured the Cadi, that there was not a word in any
of them relating to the State, being purely matters

of private contracts, and bargains between mer-
chant-correfpondents, with bills of lading, &c. So
I had my box of mam-letters restored to me again,

and was honourably difmiffed.

Yet, though this itorm was foon blown over, I

was very near running on rocks and fands, through
the persecution of thy predeceffor Kienan Bafla, and

Kifur
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Kifur Dramelec, with many others in the Seraglio :

The rirft keeping from me the penfion allowed by
the Grand Signior ; the fecond either fending me
no intelligence, or elfe baffling me with trifling

news, nothing to the purpofe; the reft afperfing

me to the Minifters of the Divan.
I defire thee to fend me the arrears that are behind

for the fpace of nineteen moons, as thou wilt find

in the regifter of the Hafna. Had it not been for

Eliachim, that honefl Jew, I mould have been ru-
ined in this place for want of money.

I need not fay more to thee, who knowefl that

gold is the grand talifman, which works all the mi-
racles in the world.

Paris, aid of the 7th Moon,
of the Year 1656.

'^ie End of the Second Boos*
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BOOK III.

LETTER I.

To Dgnet Oglou.

WH O can penetrate into the myfterious con-
duci: of Deftiny : Whether God governs this

world by the influence of the flars, or by the mi-
niftry of fpirits, or by his own immediate power ?

or whether all things did not proceed from Chance,
and are.ftill ruled by the fame ? Be it how it will,

there remains fomething adorable. Even that Chance
itfelf, fuppofing Epicurus

?

s opinion true, is worthy
of fupreme honours and facrifices, which has, with
fuch exquiiite luck, performed all the parts of infi-

nite wifdom and forecaft in forming and preferving

the univerfe. Were I a difciple of that philofo-

pher, every morning when I beheld the riling fun,
and at mid-day, when I faw him climb the meri-
dian, and in the evening when he takes his conge
of this upper world, to vifit our antipodes, would
I with profound veneration cry out, ' O eternal
' Chance ! O omnipotent Cafualty ! O incompre-

henfible
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1 henfible Blindnefs ! I adore thee, I burn incenfe
* to thee, and do all things, which the duller ibrt
4 of mortals think are oniy due to an all-wife,, all-
4 good, and an all-mighty God !' Thus would I

addrefs to that infinite pell-mell of atoms, could I

believe with Epicurus, that from fuch an incon-
ceivable hurly-burly proceeded all this admirable

beauty and order which we behold.

Thou wilt perceive by this, that I am religioufly

difpofed ; and, rather than not adore fome fupreme
Being, I would make a Deity of that which to others

is the fountain of Atheifm. And I think there is

reafon on my fide. For, let this world be produced
how it will, whether by the cafual concourfe of

atoms, or by the deliberate a£t. of an eternal mind !

whether it be eternally felf-exiftent, according to

theStoicks, or be the genuine refult of the divine

ideas, as the Platonifts fay ; it is but juft that we
fhould pay the moft devout and grateful acknow-
ledgments to the fource of fo many immenfe pro-
digies and wonders.
But then, What fhall we fay forali the Evil that

appears in the world ? That there is fuch a thing as

Evil fcattered up and down through all the ranks

of beings, and as it were blended and rivetted in

their very efiences, is manifeft at firft view ; and
every man has its fhare of this epidemical contagion.

But, whence it proceeds, who can inform me ? I am
not the firft that have afked the queftion. Many
years ago, the inquifitive world was bufy in fearch-

ing out the root of Evil. And there were almoft

as many opinions about it as there were nations on
the earth.

Some afTert, that all Evil came out of the North :

Others derive it from the South ; as if the two poles

were the centers, and native feats of this malady of
the world. But thefe feem to be men of fhort dif-

courfe and fhallow reafon, fupinely credulous and
willing to take up with any thing, rather than to be

at the pains of attentive contemplation.
Yet
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Yet this opinion has fo far prevailed in thefe

Weftern parts, that the Nazarene Priefte, when they

celebrate their mafs, ftand on the north fide of the

altar at the reading of the Gofpel, turning their back
to that quarter of the world. And the reafon they give

for this ceremony is, becaufe in the written law it is

faid, 'Out of the North comes all Evil.' I have heard

them ferioufly maintain this argument. But God
knows whether there be any fuch place in the writ-

ten law, orno; or, if there be, whether it muft be
taken in this fenfe. Yet I muft confefs the Romans
have fome reafon to believe it, having experimen-
tally felt a great deal of evil from the northern Goths
and Vandals, who, in former ages, rufhed out of
their frozen regions, and came down like a torrent

upon Italy and other parts of Europe, making ha-
vockof all things civil and facred. And, if this be
the ground of their ceremony, they have greater

reafon now to change their ftation, and turn their

backs to the South-eaft, having been much more fa-

tally handled by the victorious MufTulmans.
The ancient Parthians held, that there were two

principles or fources of all things, viz. Good and
Evil ; and that there has been an eternal quarrel
between them ; but in the end, they fay, the Good
{hall get the victory, and exterminate the Evil :

This opinion was embraced by a fedt of Chriftians

whom they call Manichees. The founder of that
feci was a Perfian by birth : His name was Manes,
a very learned man, as records of the Eaft teilify ;

yet the Chriflians rank him among the moft perni-
cious hereticks. He taught, ' that wine was the
4 blood of devils ;' and therefore forbad it to his fol-

lowers. He alio prohibited the flefh of animals.
This he learned from the Priefts of Egypt, where
lie refided a confiderable time.

But, to return to the fentiments of men concern-
ing the origin of Evil. There are fome who af-

firm God is the author of it ; which is not far from
blafphemy. Others fay, that, when the devils were
exterminated from the earth, they, in revenge, fowed
Vql.V. G the
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the feeds of Evil in the univerfe. But that of the
Stoicts Teems the moft piauiible to me: For they~

aflèrted, that nothing is Evi] of itfe'f; but that
the contrariety which we behold in the world is very-

good, and conduces to ciiablifh the order and ceco-
nomy of' all tilings.

a ly dear Dgnet, do not efteem me an atheift, be-
caufe of the liberty I take, in difcourfing of thefe

myfterious things. There are a fort of people here
in the Weft, whom they call Deifts, that is, men
profeiling the beli: f of a God, Creator of the world,
but fcepticks in all things elfe. They have no im-
plicit faith in hiftorical religion, but think it the
part of men, as they are endued with reafon, to call

in queftion the writings of mortals like themfelves,

though they had the character of the greateft Pro-
phets. Thus they think it no fin to canvafs the
books of Mofes, and the Hebrew Prophets, the Gof-
pel of Jefus the fon of Mary, and the Alcoran of
Mahomet, our holy Law-giver ; chufmg what is

agreeable to reafon, and rejecting the reft as fabu-
lous, inferted either by the craft of men, or the in-

terloping of the devil.

I proteft there appears to me no reafon to call

thefe men Atheifts or Infidels. They rather feem
to deferve the title of Philofophers, or lovers of wif-

<iom and truth. And it is from them I have learned

this unwillingnefs to be impofed on in matters of
religion. I find them in all things men of great mo-
rality and ^goodnefs, far exceeding the zealots of the

age in true virtue and pious actions. But they make
no noife of what they do, and, whilft only their hu-
man frailties are conspicuous to all, their benefac-

tions lie concealed under the veil of an unparalleled

modefty.
Such of eld were the afTociates of Zeid Eb'n Ra-

phaa, my countryman. This was a perfon of an ar-

dent fpint, and prodigious understanding, educated

in the MufTulman lav/ : But, when he came to thofe

years, wherein men ufually examine the grounds of

their religion, he fought the moft learned men, and
fuch
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*uch as were verfed in all fciences. After lie bad
converfed fome time with them, and found them to

be per.fons of integrity, as well as menoffenfe, he
propofed to them the convenience of frequent clubs

among themfelves, where they might, with an un-
reftrained freedom, difcourfe of all things, and, be-

ing united in an inviolable friendship, might im-
prove one another's knowledge and virtue, without
regarding the legends and harangues of the Mollahs.
This fociety compofed fifty books of fo many feve-

ral kinds of fcience, that they called them Echwa-
noilapha, or the writings of the Sincere Fraterni-

ty, concealing their names. They treated of hu-
man and divine matters, without referve or caution ;

averting that the Mufiulman religion was corrupted
and alienated from its fir ft inftitution, having im-f

bibed many errors ; and that there was no way to

reftore it to its primitive purity, but by joining to it

the philofophy of the ancients. In a word, they
endeavoured to reform whatever was amifs in the

doctrines and manners of the Faithful, by reducing
both to the ftandard of reafon.

I know not whether thou wilt .approve or diflike

their enterprife. But I am fure thou art fenfible, as

well as I, that there are bigots among the followers

of the Prophet, and that thofe deferve correction.

The devii will fet his foot in the temple of God :

But do not thou follow his fteps. If thou do, he

that made the devil fetch thee back again.

Paris, 30th of the 7th Moon^
of the Year 1656.

G 2 LET.
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LETTER II.

To the Nazin Efchref, or Prince of the Emirs
at the Porte.

TH E Chriftians fay it is an argument of
God's love when he chaftifes them : There-

fore they have no reafon to be peevifh, or call it an
effect, of his anger, that a difmal plague is broke out
in the territories of the Pope, the kingdom of Naples,
and other parts of Italy. This contagion rages fo ve-

hemently in Rome, the capital city of the VVeflern

Nazarenes, that above an hundred thoufand per-

ibns of feveral ranks have forfaken the place. The
Pope's palace is fhut up, and no accefs granted to

any, not even to foreign Ambafladors, without great

precaution ; and then none of their retinue are ad-
mitted with them.

It is faid feventcen hundred die daily in that ci-

ty, and fix thoufand a day in Naples. Nay, in

jfome places, the living are fcarce fumcient to bury
the dead. The Grand Duke of Tufcany, to pre-

vent the fpreading of the infection in his territories,

has forbid all intercourfe between his fubje&s and
thofe of the Pope, neither will he permit (o much as

a Nuncio to pafs through his dominions.

This mortality has frighted Queen Chriftina from
Pvome. She has fent to defire pafTes of the Duke of
Savoy, and other Princes, defigning for France.

She is already on her voyage, having been prefented

by the Pope with ten thoufand crowns, to defray the

expences of her travels. Fiere are great preparations

making for her reception ; the King having fent or-

ders to all the Governors of towns and provinces

through which fhe muft pafs, to receive and enter-

tain her with a magnificence due to her fovereign

dignity, and worthy of the French grandeur and
hofpitality.

IjQ
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In the mean time, this Court is in a fullen hu-
mour, by reafon of a late great lofs they have buf-

fered at Valenciennes in Flanders. This place was
befieged by the French at the beginning of this cam-
paign, but was relieved by the Spaniards this moon,,

who killed above a thoufand men on the fpot, and
took five thoufand prifoners,with all their cannon and
baggage. Among the captives of note is the Mar-
inai de Ferto Seneterre, General of the French
army. The names of the others are wanting. Mar-
inai de Turenne himfelf very narrowly efcaped

by timely withdrawing his brigade from the fight,

for which fome ftigmatife him with cowardice and
treachery -

3 whilit. others affirm he acled the part of
a prudent Captain in thus retreating, fince it was
impoflible to rettore the battle with any fuccefs.

From Sweden we hear, that the Eledtor of Bran-
denburgh has entered into a league with the King of
Sweden, by which both their armies are united

againft the King of Poland : And it is faid their

firft defign will be upon Dantzick. That country
is in a horrid confuilon, the Nobles, Gentry, and
boors, being all in arms ; fome deferting their So-
vereign, others adhering to his intereft. King Ca-
fimir has inverted Warlaw with an army of forty

thoufand men. In the mean time, the Hollanders
have fent a great fleet of mips of war into the Eal-
tick fea ; but to what end is not known, nor what
part they will take, whether the Swedes or Poles,

Yet, the latter hope for great afliftance from them,;

there having been lately fome mifunderitanding be-
tween the Du.ch and the Swedes. The Mufcovites
alfo have entered Poland with a numerous army, and
the Tartars are coming with another, to the aid of
King Caiimir.

Thus is Poland become the ftage of a mofl terrible

war ; and, which fide foever gets the victory, that
unhappy country will be near ruined.

Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew at Vienna, and a pri-

vate agent for the Grand Signior, fends me word,
that the Emperor of Germany hath an army of

G 3 thirty
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thirty thoufand foot and twelve thoufand horfe in

SiJeha, who are to join with the Mufcovites, and do
feme confidei-able action againft the Swedes, whofe
continual victories and growing greatnefs givejea-
loufy to thofe puiffant Monarchs. He informs me
farther, that the Emperor has difpatched a courier
to the Prince of Tranfylvania, with inftruciions

and letters, to engage him to a neutrality.

But the young Ragotfki is as wild as his father,

and hates to be led by the nofe.

Thou mayeft inform the Minifters of the Divan,
that Adonai the Jew is dead of the plague in Rome,
having firft taken care to tranfmit to me all the pa-
pers which concern the myfterious Porte.

This Court, at prefent, is at a place called La
fere in Picardy ; a province bordering on Flanders»

From v/hence there may be a more frequent inter-

ccurfe between the King and his camp.
Prince of the holy line, I have fent thee all the

news that is ftirring at this juncture, faving fome
trivial matters which are not worth a MuiTulman's
knowledge, much lefs thine, who art diftinguifhed

from the croud of True Believers, by wearing the

facred colour of the Prophet.

Paris, 30th of the 7th Moon,
of the Year 1656.

LETTER III.

To Melee Amet.

HERE has been a ltrange accident lately^ not
many leagues from Paris, which has occa.-

fioned various difcourfes, and put the philofophers

upon a new feruti ny. One morning a certain pea-

fant or farmer, walking over his lands, as his cuf-

tom is, to number his fheep, and other cattle, miffed

a barn, or ftore-houfe, which flood in a field at

fome
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fome diftance from his habitation. Surprifed at thia,

he haftened toward the place where he law it but
the night before : When, to his no fmall ailonifh-

ment, he perceived, that, not only the barn, but
a great part of the field wherein it was built,

was funk into the earth. He immediately ran and
called fome of his near neighbours, to behold this

itrange fpectacle : And the fame of it fpread all over
the country. Divers learned and ingenious perfons

have been there, to make obfervations of this acci-

dent. But none dares venture near enough to the
chafm, to look down into it ; becaufe the earth con-
tinues breaking and falling in, which makes a noifs

like the falvo's of the Janizaries, when the Grand
Signior vifitsthe arfenal.

One would conclude by thefe uncommon fymp-
toms, that the earth grows ancient and weak, that

her inward ftrength and vigour decays, and that we
are every-where in danger of being fwallowed up. I

have not time to write more, it being midnight, and
the poft ready to go.

The Almighty and All-good God have thee in hie

holy protection.

Paris, 30th of the 7th Moon,
of the Year 1656.

LETTER IV.

To ZornezanMuftapha,Begkrbeg ofErzram.

I
Will flill congratulate thy happinefs even in this

laft change of thy fortune ; which, though it be
a kind of defcent from the more lofty ftations thou
halt poffefTed in the Ofman empire, yet it is attended

with honourable circumftances and an inviolable

fecurity. Thou art not out of the Sultan's favour,

banifhed to Egypt, and confined to a narrow penfion

during thy life, as has been the fate of feveral gran-

G 4 dfes :
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dees : But thou art withdrawn from the intrigue*

of ihitc, the toils -of war, and the plots of a cour-
tier's life, to the fweet retirements of the country,
the peaceable poffeffion of a rich and fertile province,
where thou mayerf pafs thy days in an uncontroul-
able eafe and felicity.

I am not furprifed at the fall of fo many great men
2t the 'Porte, nor do I much regret the death of
thole who were known enemies to the government :

Yet it troubles me to think how the brave and the

I05 ai had their innocent blood mingled with that of
ors and villains. But thefe things are unavoid-

able in popular iniurrections, where the Sovereign
La compelled to iacririce to the multitude whemfo-
tver they require. Thus fell the illuftrious Soly-

mafl, among the criminal eunuchs, though he him-
klr" was free from ftain : But he was a negro, and
that was his ruin ; for the malecontents could not
difcern the fair qualities of his foul.

C urie on the fool Chaban Kalfa, and double curfes

on his- rampant wife Mulkly Kadin, who gave the
jEdt occafion to all this diforder and fpoil of no-
ble blood. I remember the honeft Solyman gave
me once a hint of the feminine debaucheries prac-

tifed in the Queen-mother's apartment :. But he
fpoke of it with fo much modefty and referve, that

it hardly made any impremon on me at that time :

Otherwife I mould have imparted it to the Vizir A-
zem, or fome other Minifter of the Divan ; for fo

am I commanded, in cafes that touch the honour
and fifety of the Grand Signior. And I tell thee

this was none of the leaft importance. For, as it

appears, the women were undermining the moft fa-

cred and firmly eftablifhed government in the world :

They were not contented to wallow in their own
impious and unnatural delights, but would have
fet themfelves as a pattern to others, and, by degrees,

have infected the whole MufTulman empire with a

new fpecies of debauchery : Which, as it began
and was carried on by embezzling the royal trea-

fures, felling of places to men of no merit, buffoons

,

pimps,
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pimps, and aflcs ; fo it would have ended in ener-

vating our militia, corrupting all the Faithful, and
laying the empire naked to Infidels.

How manyVizirs, Chaimachams, Captain BafTa's,

and other Officers have we had killed this fatal year?

Among the reft I cannot but reflect on the poifoning

of the Chiaux Bafl'a, after he was made Vizir A~
zem, as a ftroke of divine juftice, for having em-
brued his hands in fo much noble blood, when he
enjoyed that dignity once before. God purfues the

cruel with invincible fcourges.

But what was that Achmet Bafla, who took ad-
vantage of the Sultan's domeftick troubles, and fo-

reign wars, to difturb his government in Alia, and
rai fed a rebellion, which threatened even the impe-
rial city itfelf ? By the courfcof his fortune, it looks

as if he were not contented with his command in

Afia, and therefore took this new celebrated me-
thod, to obtain a higher dignity, viz. by rebelling

againft his mafter : Elfe, why was he made BafTaof
the fea, in the room of Ourcos Kienan? The Baf-

fa of Aleppo firft broughc into fafhion this daring
way of growing great. And, if it be thus counte-
nanced by the Grand Signior, in all probability, he
will have rcafon to make peace with the Chriiiians,

that he may have refpite and force to employ againit

his own fubjects.

Amidft all thefe things nothing afflicts me fo

much, as the horrible lofs our fleet has fuftained

at fea. We have various reports of this combat ;

but, in general, they agree, that the Muflulmans
have loft feventy-two fhips and galleys, with an in-

finite number of men ; that the Venetians have taken
the ifles of Tencdos and Lcmnos, and that they are

advancing to befiege Conftantinople. This news is

a great while in coming to us : So that, if it be true,

and the Venetians purfued their victory, for -aught I

know, by this time the imperial city, the refuge of
the world, may be laid in aihes.

I have often propofed the necefflty of platforms

along the Hellefpont, to guard that important ave-

G 5
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nue of the Sacred Porte. Had they put in practice

Mahmut's advice, perhaps the Nazarenes would
have had no occanons for their prefent triumphs.
But now they banquet in the open ftreets : All
Chriftendom rings with the news of our difgrace.

The drunkards of Europe infult over the profeflbrs

of fobriety : Amidft their bowls of wine, they blaf-

pheme our Prophet, and fing in the praife of Bac-
chus their God. They menace the conqueft of
Aha, and threaten to exterminate the Muiiulmans
from the earth.

Inraged at thefe prophane boafts, I flop my ears,

and, turning round in a divine phrenfy, I pray that

God would baffle the Infidels.

Paris, 6th of the 9th Moon,
of the Year 1656.

LETTER V.

To the mod Renowned and moft Illuftrious

Mahomet, Vizir Azem, at the Porte.

THAT incomprehenfible Majefly which has no
refemblance, at whofe pleafure all things are

difpofed and ordered in heaven and earth, by whole
particular providence, for the good of the Ofman
empire, thou art exalted to the glorious trufl to be
the Vicar of the Vicar of God ; augment thy graces

and virtues, and blefs thee with fuperlative wifdom
and perfect tranquillity.

I revere thy accorri pi ifhed foul, confummate in

ail moral and political fcience. Thou art the moft
experienced man in the empire. And I ceafed to

condole the late tumults and riots at Conilantinople,

though their effeóls were fatal to fome brave men,
lince thou art chofen to this dignity, from whom
the whole empire may expect, not only a ferener

iute of affairs during thy administration, but alfo a
rooting
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rooting up of the caufes of thefe publick diftempers,.

and of all other evils which infeft the monarchy
defigned for the conqueft and reformation of the
whole world.
According to the cuftom of the Eaft, I approach

thee not without fome prefent : But pardon the flave

Mahmut, who can fend thee none worthy of thy
grandeur. I have inclofed in a box the true effi-

gies of the prefent King of France, with that of his

uncle the Duke of Orleans, his brother the Duke
of Anjou, and his coufin the Prince of Conde ; as

alfo that of Cardinal Mazarine, and Queen Chrii-
tina of Sweden, who is now at the French Court.
Accept alfo from an exile a little cabinet, contain-
ing twelve watches, of fo many different contri-

vances, according to the circular variation of the
moon, in the fpace of thirty-four years. They are

the work of my own hands, therefore I fhall not
commend them. Each is wrapped up in a piece of
filk, wherein is wrought, in Arabick letters, the
method of ufing it. Perhaps thou wilt find fonie

diverfion in trying the experiments mentioned in

thofe tables. However, defpife not this mean tef-

timony of Mahmut's refpeci:, but confider, that, if

I come fhort of the curious artifts in Europe, yet

my labour is pafTable enough for a Mu fluIman,
among whom there is fcarce another watchmaker
to be found in the world.

If thou wouldeft know the occafion of Queen
Chriftina's being at the French Court ; fhe came
thither from Rome when the lad moon was in the

wane. Her pafiage was by fea to Marfeilles, bavin?;

touched at Genoa, and received magnificent gifts

from the Repubiick ; but they would not permi;

her to land, for fear of the plague, which then ragsd

in Rome, and was the caule of her leaving that

city.

• However, the French mewed no fuch timorous
fqueumimnefs, but received her and her train with
open arms. She landed at Marfeilles on the 29th of
the feventh moon ; and. when fhe made her pub-

G 6 lick
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lick entry, the Confuls of that city, with ali the
Nobles, met her in coaches, the great guns were
di (charged to welcome her, and (he was carefled

with all the demonftrations of honour that are fhew-
ed to the Queen of France herfelf, in her progrefles.

The fame entertainment fhe received at Aix, A-
vignon, Lyons, and, in fine, all along the road to

Paris, the keys of the towns being furrendered to

her (for fuch was the King's pleafure) and a ca-

nopy of ftate borne over her head, when {he entered

any town, and received the addretfes and compli-
ments of Governors, Prelates, and other great men
in authority. She was likewife magnificently treat-

ed by Princes, and the chief Dukes of the realm :

And, on the 8th of the laft moon, made her entry
into this city on horfeback, apparelled like a man :

Where having ftaid fome time, fhe departed for

Compeigne, to vifit the Court, which refides there

now.
It is not fuppofed fhe will tarry long in France,

bur, as foon as fhe hears the plague is abated in

Rome and the adjacent parts, fhe will return thi-

ther, to pafs away the refidue of her life, in that

neft of Princes and Prelates of the Nazarene Belief.

A little before fhe left Rome, the Spaniards there

had confpircd to feize on her perfon, as alfo on the
Pope ; to have murdered the Portugal AmbafTador,
and let the city on fire. But the plot was difcover-

ed, and confpirators put in prifon : For the fentence

of death is never palli d in criminal cafes, among the

Nazarenes, without a formal trial.

Here is a rumour, as if a great fire had, fome
moons ago, broke out in Constantinople, and con-
fumed much of that city. I wonder none of my
friends, nor any other refidi ng there,, have fent me
an account of any fuch thing ; which fills me with
hopes that this report is falfe.

From all hands we are afiured, that the Swedes
and Brandenburghers have obtained a great viòlory

©ver the Poles and Tartars at War'faw; the van-
quifhed having loft above fix thoufand on the fpo%

with
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with all their ammunition and baggage : And un-
fortunate King Cafimir was forced to fly, with a

fmall retinue, towards Hungary.
It was the general expectation of Europe, that

the Mufcovites and Germans would have done fome-
thing extraordinary for the Poles, and by fome fur-

prifing action put a check to the Swedifh fucceffes

and triumphs. For, when the Mufcovite AmbafTa-
dor was at Koningfburg, endeavouring to withdraw
the Duke of Brandenburgh from the Swedes' inte-

refts, he vomited forth terrible menaces, in cafe they
complied not with his Mailer's propofals. And one
day, in a furious zeal, he took a large goblet of
wine, in the Elector's prefence, and, having drank
it off to the Czar's health, the Barbarian faid aloud,
4 Thus fhall the great Emperor of the Mufcovites
c devour all that oppofe him.' But now it feems
thefe were all empty bravadoes, and the Mufcovites
were refolved to ftand by, and fee who got the bet-

ter. The fame may be faid of the Emperor and
Prince of Tranfylvania, alio of the Danes and Hol-
landers, who now all declare for the ftrongeft party.

Magnanimous Vizir, if the prefent engagements
and wars in Dalmatia and Candy, befides the do-
mefHck troubles of the Ottoman empire, did not
wholly employ the arms of the MufTulmans, doubt-
lefs it would be an undertaking no lefs profitable

than glorious to fuccour the diftreflèd Cafimir,
turn the tide of the Gothick conquefls, and oblige

the Poles to an eternal fideHty and gratitude to the

Grand Signior.

Paris, 1 4th of the 1 cth Moon,
of the Year 1656.

LET-
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LETTER VI.

To Abraham Eli, Zeid Hogia, Preacher to

the Seraglio.

IH AVE frequent accefs to the King's Library,
which favour was firft granted me by Cardinal

Richlieu, who often employed me in tranflating

fome curious treatifes out of Arabick into French or

Latin. The French fcem very fond of Eaitern ma-
nufcripts, wherever they can meet with them : And
they have no lefs regard for men who are (killed in

thofe languages. That Minifter efpecially was very
inquifitive into the wifdom and learning of Afia. He
monopolifed Perfian, Syrian, and Arabick books,
and was a profefied patron of linguifts. Pie coveted

the acquaintance of ilrangers and travellers, that he
might, by their means, inform himfelf of the differ

rent laws, cuftoms, and religions of foreign coun-
tries, and of whatfeever was rare and worthy of ob-
fervation in any part of the world.
Hence it was, that I received evident marks of

his eireem, as foon as he knew that I underftood the

Greek, Arabick, Hebrew, Turkifh, and Sclavo-

nian languages. He often made ufe of me, as I

have faid, and gave me free accefs to his own and
the King's Library. And though his fuccehor, Car-
dinal Mazarine, is not fo much addicted to ftudies of

this nature as to the affairs of fiate ;
yet he has con -

tinued to me the privilege of vifiting this treafury

of learned books, where I pafs many hours.

One day I caft my eyes on a rnanufcript written

in Arabick, and indoried with this title :

[The Original Covenant of Mahomet, the

Prophet of the Arabians, with the Pro-

feflbrs of th« Faith of Jefus.]

and
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and underneath was a Latin infcription, fignifying,

that this manufcript was found in the convent of
Chriftian Friars on Mount Carme]. I have tran-

fcribed the contents of this parchment, and fent it

inclofed to thee, that thou mayeft judge whether it

be real, or only counterfeit. For the Nazarenes
aflert it to be the ' true agreement of the MefTenger
c of God,' and therefore reproach all the Muflul-
mans with difobedience to our Lawgiver, and break-
ing the league figned and fealed by him, whom we
call the feal of the Prophets, and witnefled by the
four principal Doctors, Abu Becree, Ofman, Omar,
and Hali.

If thou wilt pemfe the inclofed paper, it will be
eafy to difcern, whether we are guilty of this vi-

olation of faith, or they. For though, fuppofin^
this to be the real teflament of the Prophet, as is

pretended, that favourite of Heaven grants many ar-

ticles of peace, affiftance, and friendship, to the

followers of Jefus, with immunity from taxes and
impofitions, liberty of con fcience, freedom of mar-
riages, Sec. Yet it is evident, that he promifed not
thefe things, but on certain conditions to be ob-
ierved on the part of the Chriltians ; as, that none
©f them mould harbour or hold correfpondence with
the enemies of the True Believers, or privately ac-

commodate them with arms, horfes, money, or any
other necefTaries of v/ar : But, on the contrary,

fhould hofpitably receive the Muflulmans into their

houfes for three days, and protect them from their

enemies. If, therefore, the Chriftians fhould fail

in any of thefe points, the Prophet declares his co-
venant to be void, and that they fhall not enjoy the
indulgences granted therein. All this, thou wilt
fee, is recommended folemnly to both parties to be
reiigioufiy performed till the final confummation.
Now, all the difpute is, whether we have fir#

tranfgrefled the articles, or the Nazarenes ? For, if

it can be proved, that they are the firlt aggreiTors,

then they have no reafon to complain of their Mif-
fortunes, or accufe the True Faithful of oppreffion

and
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and tyranny, as they commonly do : Since it is ma-
ni feft, that they have drawn thefe evils on them-
felves, by their breach of faith and infidelity, dis-

annulling the covenant of God and his Prophet,

and forfeiting (he benefit they might have claimed by
virtue of it. Be it how it will, the Prophet is free

from blame : Let the guilt reft on the perfons that

were criminal.

I know not how it comes to pafs that the Chrif-

tians of this age think and fpeak more reproachful-

ly of our holy Lawgiver, than did their fathers,

v/ho lived in his time, or immediately after it, and
who, by conference, could better inform them-
felves of the circumftances of his birth, life, and
renowned actions. Some ancient writers among the

Nazarenes make honourable mention of him and
his family. They conceal not the early figns of his

heroick virtue, and the grandeur to which he was
deitined. I have read in a certain Chriltian author,

that, when the Prophet was but nine years old, un-
der the tuition of his uncle Abu Taleb, who car-

ried his glorious charge along with him to Damaf-
cus, and that whilit they were at Boz'r, a learned

monk whole name was Bollirà, came out of the con-
vent to meet them ; and, taking Mahomet by the

hand, in the prefence of many Christians, he faid

aloud, ' This youth is born to accomplish great
* things : His fame mail be fpread from Ea't to
' Weft : For, as he drew near to this place I faw a
* bright cloud defcend and cover him.' Sultan Da-
vid alfo prophefied of him, in that which the Chrif-

tians reckon the 50th pfalm, and the 2d verfe :

Where that divine Poet thus fmgs, ' From Sion

God hath proclaimed the empire of Mahomet.*
But the Chriftians have interpreted this in another

fenfe, though the original remains a Handing wit*

nefs againft them. So Mofes, in the Pentateuch,

uttered a myftery when he faid, ' God came from Si-
4 nai, he rote up from Seir, and was manifested from
4 Mount Parali.' Intimating hereby the defcent of

the written law to Mofes, of the Gofpel to Jefus the

fon
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fon of Mary, and of the Alcoran to Mahomet. The
Meffias alfo faid to his difciples,

c
If I go not away,

* the Called of God will not come to you/ But the

Chriitian interpreters wilfully hide thefe things from
the vulgar, left their eyes mould be opened. There
appears an obftinate malice and ignorance in all

their actions.

Who will not laugh at the fcolifh fpite of the Spa-
niards ? who, in a certain town, had a cuftom, as

oft as they entered into the church, or came out, to

fpit on a black image of a man fitting on an afs near
the gate. But a Muffulman AmbaiTador, coming
thither from the Emperor of Morocco, and ob-
ferving this vain ceremony of the people, afked the

King, 4 What perfon that ftatue reprefented ?' He
made anfwer, ' That it was the image of Mahomet,
* the Arabian Prophet.' ' That cannot be,' replied

the AmbafTador, ' fince our Prophet never rode but
* on camels : It is rather the figure of the Meffias,
' who indeed is recorded to have rode on an afs.'

The King, troubled at this anfwer, confulted the
Priefts and learned men, who all concluded, that

the Ambaffador had fpoke the truth. And there-

fore, inftead of offering any more indignities to this

image, they fell into another extreme, and built a
chapel for it, burning incenfe to the fenfelefs ftock,

and paying it divine honours. Thus they prayed to
that which but a little before they had curfed ; and
turned into a god that which th#y had efteemed
almolt as bad as the devil. God's curfe be on the
devil and all his adorers : But on the holy Prophet
and all his followers may bleffings fhower down,
and reft till the knot of the fphere is diflblved.

Paris, 14-th of the nth Moo»,
ef the Year 1656.

LET-
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LETTER VII.

To Murat, BafTa.

KN OW for certain, that Don Juan de Bragan-
za, late King of Portugal, is dead. He left

this world on the 6th of the laft moon, after he had
been tormented ten days with theftone : His Queen
has the fupreme power in her hands during her Ion's
minority, whofe name is Don Aiphonfo. This
young Prince was crowned within a few days after

his father's deceafe, to prevent the plots of the Spani-
ards, who fupport a powerful faction in the kingdom
of Portugal, and are not without hopes to reduce it

again to the King of Spain's obedience. The world
is always bufy, either in recovering old loft intereft,

or feeking of new.
The Marmai de la Ferte, who was taken prifoner

by the Prince of Conde in the battle of Valencien-
nes, and, having a price fet for his ranfom, had li-

berty to go whither he would on his parole, either

to bring the faid fum, or furrender his perfon by a
certain day ; finding himfelf flighted at the French
Court, isrefolved to perform his promife at the pre-
fixed time, and go over to the Prince of Conde's
intereft, who will not fail to beftow a very honoura-
ble command on a General of fuch merits.

In the mean time, the Count of Harcourt plays

tricks with his Mailer, and holds private corre-

fpondencewith the German Emperor. He is a fer-

viceable or a dangerous man, according as he is

pleafed or difgu^ted, and therefore they court him-

on both fides. He is nowatBrifac in Alface. I can-,

not admire a man that is thus induftrioufly trouble-

fome to his Prince, without any thing of merit or

bravery to boati of, fave his former fervices in Cata-
lonia, which have been fufficiently repaid with roy-

al condefcenfions and favours. And thofe who make
a parallel between his cafe and that of the Marfhal

<*e
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jje la Ferte Seneterre, confidcr not that the Iaft fell

into his enemies hands only by the chance of war :

Whereas the other is a wilful apoftate, if he em-
braces the Emperor's propofals, when no necefftty

conftrains him, and.honour flies in his face.

From the North we are informed, that Count Co-
ningfmark, Generaliffimo of the Swedifh forces in

Pruilia, as he was failing from Wifmar, was taken
captive by the Poles, and imprifoned in the caftle of
Weflel-munden near Dantzick. And the inhabi-
tants of that city miffed very narrowly of taking the

Queen of Sweden herfelf. It is certain they have
got a vaft booty from the Swedes ; confirming of
eighteen chefts full of geld, with coffers of the

King's jewels, and other rich things.

Thefe King Cafimir demands for hìmfeìf, with a
million of rix-dollars, to be paid him by the Dant-
zickers ; requiring alfo, that they ihould furnifh his

army with all forts of ammunition and provifions :

Which, though it be a heavy burthen, yet thofe

loyal citizens think nothing too much for their

King.
The Mufcovites, in the 9th moon, befieged Ri-

ga, a city belonging to the Crown of Sweden, but
have newly raifed the fiege, after they had loft above
ten thoufand men before the place.

This is all the news I can fend thee, fave that the
French have taken Valencia, a city in Italy.

I wifh I may hear as profperous intelligence as this

laft from Candia, after fuch immenfe charges and
Slaughter : But victory is in the difpofal of the an-
gel of time.

Paris, id of the i *th Moon,
of the Year 1656.

LET-
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LETTER VIII.

To Hebatolla Mir Argun, Superior of the

Convent of Dervifes at Cog-ni in Natòlia.o

IT is difficult to define the particular temper of
my foul, when I firft received the news of thy

predeceftbr's death, that renowned and venerable
Bedredin, who, as thy difpatch informs me, is gone
to Paradife. I was neither in paffion, nor yet in-

fenfible, but wholly refigned to the will of Heaven.
I considered his immenie virtues and the courfe of
nature : "His wonderful age, and more admirable
actions, a life equally meafured by hours and prodi-

gies of piety : For he was not in the number of thofe
who let whole days pafs away without the leaft good
work, or without leaving any imprefs on the track

of time. I exprefs myfelf according to the vulgar
faying [Time paffes away :] Whereas, in my opi-

nion, time ftands ftill, and only we pafs away, with
all things fubjec~t to motion and change. It is like

the miftake of thofe, who, failing on the water,
think the trees and mountains move, whilft only they
themfelves are driven before the wind ; or like the

philofophy of thofe, who, tru fling to their grofTer

fenfe, maintain the fun whirls round our world,
though, according to reafon and better philofophy,
that globe of light ftands ftill, whilft ours turns

round its axle-tree, and fo deceives our eyes. Thus,
whilft we mortals glide over the uncertain waves of
human life, and pafs by the vifible and fixed land-
marks of time, day and night, we imagine thofe

land-marks move, and not we ourfelves : Whereas
day and night remain for ever ftedfaft and invaria-

ble in their fuccceffive intervals, and only the eie-,

ments and bodies compounded of them are fubjecl:

to change.
Minutes, hours, days, and years are not properly

themeafures of time, but of the motion and dura-

tion
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tlon of all corruptible beings : For time is infinite,

and beyond all dimenlions. In a word, it is no
otherwife diftinguifhed from eternity, than barely

by a name.
All that I have faid on this fubjecl is comprehend-

ed in the Arabian proverb, which fays, ' To-mor-
c row is never.' Doubtlefs there is no paradox or

herefy in faying, ' It is always to-day :' Or that this

hour, this minute, is eternal. And from this truth

fprung the contemplation of thofe who place eternity

in a point or inftant.

But to return to Bedredin, that Faithful of the

Faithful, may his foul repofe in the mercies of God,
and his memory be bleiTed. May Gabriel, the friend

of the Prophet, pray for him ; then Michael, Ifra-

phiel, and the meflenger of death, with all the an-
gels who made oraifons for the divine favourite, af-

ter his tranflation from this earthly frate. And
when thou, and the religious fraternity under thy
care, have performed the accuftomed prayers and
expiations for the illuftrious prelate deceafed, there

is no queftion but that he fhall be in a condition to

intercede for you and for the whole Muflulman em-
pire, for he was a perfect Saint, and the beloved of
God.
O fage and reverend fuccefibr of that holy man,

fufFer me to tell thee thy name Hebatolla [the gift

of God] fills me with glorious prefages of thy life

and adminiftration in that renowned college, where
the incomparable Bedredin fhined fo many years.

Now he is gone to God, and to the gardens of eter-

nal retirement, having left his feat on earth to thee,

replenished with the facred odour of virtue.

He was a religious imitator of the Prophets, and
of all holy men in general ; a devout admirer of the

Meffias, and a faithful difciple of the Sent of God.
Now he is gone to lit down with them in the chiofes

of Eden, on the banks of immortal ftreams, and
rivers of wine, milk, and honey, which glide along

the alleys of Paradife. This is the recompence of

heroick virtue, the crown of good work?, the bfifs

prepared
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prepared for chafle and purified fouls, who, in their

tranfmigration from this earth, carry no itains of
vice along with the;n : For nothing impure can find

admittance into that .-orld of glittering efience.

O Hebatolla, what is there on this obfcure globe
that deferves to be compared with thofe ferener joys
above, thofe unfullicd pleafures, that untarniihed
blifs ? And yet fometimes we tafte ftrange felicities

here on earth. But it is only when the gates and
•cafements of Paradife are open, when a celeftial

wind tranfports hither the leaves of the trees of E-
den, and perfumes the air and fky with the tranf-

cendent odour of that happy region, wafting alio im-
perfect founds, mulick in foft fragments, and echoes
from the choirs of the bleffed. Then it is the hearts

of mortals feel a fecret and inexpreffible joy fpring-
ing up from the root ; this lower world (if I may fo

exprefs myfeif ) is all intrenched with pleafure. This
happens not every day, but only at the feafons of di-

vine indulgence, on the feftivals of fome particular

Saints, and in the time of the immortal jubilee,

wrhen God exhilarates the univerfe with uncommon
favours and an infinite largefs.

As for the reft of our enjoyments, they are miti-

gations indeed of the pains and infeparable miferies

of this mortal life ; they prevail on us to wait the

appointed hour of fate, and not hurry ourfelves out
of the world before our time : But they deferve not
to be placed in the rank of true felicities.

However, our patience under this fatigue of life,

our indifference to pleafure and pain, poverty or

riches, ficknefs or health, honour or di fgrace, with
all the other objects of human paffion, will prove a

fingular argument of merit, a prevailing recom-*

mendation to the life to come, and an effectual pafT-

port for Paradife. For he that is thus infenfibly,

et willingly weaned from the fuifome joys of earth

y the very courfe of nature and decree of deftiny,

muft unavoidably afcend to a purer region, to a
place capable of fatisfying his afpiring foul : For na-
ture created no appetite to baulk it.

This

I
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This is the life Co recommended by Jefus the fon

of Mary, whofe character thou haft in the library of
thy convent. Here I fend thee in a box that which
by all the Nazarenes is efteemed his true effigies. I

remember I once faw another of the fame lineaments

in the treafury of the Grand Signior. Thefe pieces

are very rare, becaufe not copied by the hands of
common painters, but by the molt celebrated maf-
ters in Europe. And the original draught, they fay,

was made by the Meffias himielf on a handkerchief,

which he clapped on his face, and left his lively por-
traiture.

I cannot afcertain the truth of this tradition : but,

in regard this is one of thofe copies which are clo-

fetted by the greateft Monarchs in Chriftendom, I
fend it to thee as a worthy ornament of thy cell,

without either the peril or fcandal of idolatry.

The pious Bedredin was covetous of any memoirs
of the Meffias, whether written in hieroglyphicks,

or in the more ufual characters of fpeech. He would
have made no more exception at a picture, than at
a poem in praife of the holy Prophet ; and I ques-
tion not but thou equalleft him in the fame indif-

ference.

I could not eafily procure the true picture of John,
furnamed the Wafher ; but here I will give thee a
fhort hiftory of his life. This was a famous Pro-
phet, who lived in the days of the Meffias, and of
the race of the Priefts. His habitation was altoge-
ther in the defart, for he was an Eremite, and lived
in a cave on one of the mountains of Judaea : Some
of the Jews took him for Elias, others for the Mef-
fias, and a third fort faid he was Mahomet, whofe
coming was foretold in the book of their law, and
in the writings of their Prophets.
But John denied that he was any of thofe, call-

ing himfelf, in modefty, a voice or echo. His life

was very abftemious ; for he fed only on the tops of
plants and wild honey, drinking nothing but water
of the fountains which ran by the fide of «his cave ;

and
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and his body was only covered with a veil of camel's
hair, uiing a leathern thong for a girdle.

To that iblitary reiidence of his there was great
refort of people from Jerufalem and the cities round
about ; for the fame of his fanctity had fpread
through all Paleftine and Syria.

He warned all his difciples with his own hands in

the waters of Jordan, from whence he was called the
Baptift or Warner. He daily preached repentance
and good works to the incredulous Jews -

3 and open-
ly declared, that Jefus the fon of Mary was the

Meffias. That holy Prophet, it feems, was one of

John's difciples, and had been warned by him in the

xlver Jordan.
In fine, after many years of heroick virtue and

piety, John had his head cut off by the order of He-
rod the Governor of Judxa, becaufe he had reproved
the tyrant for marrying his brother's wife.

Behold thefe memoirs are the beft prefents the

poor exiled Mahmut can fend thee, when he con-
gratulates thyacceffion to that holy chair: Yet fuch
as thefe were more welcome to thy predecefTbr than
gifts of filver, gold, or precious ilones ; for he was
a diligent collector of choice antiquities and fekct

fragments of hiirory : He was alfo a liberal patron

2nd enconrager of philofophy and all forts of learn-

ing. Follow thou his example, and the true Faith-

ful will be eternally obliged to thee. Thou halt a

fair opportunity, there being, as I am informed, the

bell: library in thy convent of any throughout the
Muflulman empire : And the Dervifes under thy go-
vernment are men addicted to the itudy of the ici-

ences. It is pity fuch inclinations mould want en-

couragement, whilft the Infidels are every—where fo

bufy in founding new academies, and augmenting
the old. There is one lately erecliin^ in the duke-
dom of Cleve, by the Elector of Brandenburgh,
-where the Oriental language and fciences are pro-

feffed. If the Nazarenes are thus curious to pry in-

to our learning, why mould we be remifs in attain-

ing the knowledge of their languages and hiltories,

fmce
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£nce thereby we (hall be in a condition to know the

greateft fecrets ?

Sage Hebatolla, let not the Infidels have any longer

occaiion to term us barbarous and ignorant : But re-

member, that, in promoting literature, thou wilt

perform a meritorious fervice to the Grand Signion

Paris, 17th of the ift Moon,
of the Year «-657.

LETTER IX.

To Selim AP Mofel, Venerable Imaum of
the Mofque of Sanfta Sophia.

R A I S E be to God, fole Lord of the Zenith
and the Nadir, poffeflbr of infinite regions, who

rides the firft meridian in the palm of his hand ! The
names of Peru and Mexico are not n w foreign in

the Ottoman empire, efpecially to travellers and
men of fcience.

When our fathers firft heard ofAmerica, they had
no other way to exprefs fo unknown a part of the

world, than by calling it the land of the Golden
Mines, becaufe of the abundance of that metal which
was brought from thence by the Spaniards, fince

their conqueft in thole parts. But now we are no
Grangers to the geography of that remote continent»

Commerce and traffick have rendered all the known
Nations of the earth familiar with one another. And
I remember, when I was at Conftantinople, the
names of Peru, Mexico, Florida, &C. were as com-
mon in the Copha Hans, as the names of Indoftan,
Turquiftan, Gurgiftan, or any other provinces of
Afia. So that a man would have been, laughed at,

who, in fpeaking of America, fhould have tiled any
circumlocutions, as to call it the Empire of the
Golden Mines, the World beyond the Great Sea

3

or the like.

Vol.V, H Yet
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Yet we muft confefs our knowledge in this kind

is owing to the Franks, who fail into thofe far dif-

tant regions, and at their return communicate their

intelligence and obfervations to us ; for elle we had
been altogether Grangers to the hiftory of thatNew
World.

It was firft difcovered by Chriftopher Columbus,
a Genoefe, in the year 1492 of the Chriftians He-
gira. This man had a happy genius in contem-
plating the motion of the fun, and the frame of the

univerfe. He was no ftranger to the extent of our
continent, and the fituation of all its parts : He had
been often at fea, and feen divers regions ; and par-

ticularly when he was in Portugal, the. moft Wefter-
ly paro of Europe, he took great delight to walk on
the more in the evenings, and obferve the fetting of

the fun. This cuftom of his produced various

thoughts in his breaft, but, what was of moft import,

his reafon fuggefted to him, that it could not confift

with the order of nature, that the fun, after he left

our 'world, ferved only to give li^Jit to the fifties, or

giìd the waves of the Weftern ocean : Therefore, on
good grounds, he concluded there muft be fome
unknown land, beyond thefe mighty tracts of fea,

•which wafhed the Weftern fhores of Europe and
Africk.
This thought made him uneafy, and put him up-

on a refolution of attempting a difcovery. He made
propofals to the republick of Genoa, but was re-

jected. Then he addreflèd himfelf to Henry VII. K
the Englifh Court, where, not finding encourage-
ment, he went to the King of Spr.in, who, apr
Ì>roving his defign, furnifhed him with two fhips.

Àe failed on the ocean for the fpace of two moons
without feeing any land, which made his mariners

mutiny, their provifion falling fhort. They threaten-

ed to throw him overboard, if he would not return.

But he, with mild words and ftrong reafons^ ap-

peafed their fury ; promiflng to fail Dack again, if

they faw not land within three days. On the third

day, the boy on the main-topmaft faw a fire, and,

within
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within a few hours afterwards, they came withia
view of land.

When he had made his obfervations, and done
what was requifite in his circumftances, he return-

ed to give the King of Spain an account of his ex-
pedition.

After his death, Americus Vefputius was fent to

conquer the unknown regions ; from whom that
whole continent is called America; but, methinks,
not without fome ingratitude to the firft difcoverer».

It would be endlefs to recount all the particular

adventures of the Spaniards in thefe parts, with their

cruelties and mafiacres : Suffice it to fay, to the
eternal infamy of that nation, that, according to

their own writers, they butchered in cold blood
above twenty millions of the natives, in the fpace
of twenty years : And all this for the lucre of their

gold,- though under the pretence of propagating the
Chriftian religion.

I will not lilt myfelf in the number of thofe who
i>retend to be God's Privy-counfellors, neither will

. prefume to defcant on things out of my reach :

But the Spaniards have lately felt a terrible blow in
Peru ; which, if it be not a mark of the wrath of
Heaven, is at leali: a fign that the earth is weary of
them, especially in thofe parts where they have fram-
ed it with fo much innocent blood.

The city Lima, not many moons ago, was all fwal-
lowed up by an earthquake; and Calao, another city

not far from it, was confumed by a mower of fire out
of the clouds. Eleven thoufand Spaniards loft their

lives in this calamity ; and the earth devoured a

hundred millions of refined filver, which the lucre
of the Spaniards had forced out of its bowels. All
the mountains of Potofi, from whence they dug
their choiceft metal, were levelled with the plain,

and no more hopes of gold were left to their infa-

tiable avarice.

I leave the judgment of thefe events to thee, wh«
art of the holy line, full of refplendent thoughts,

prophetick Ifcharif, confecrated Emir, glory of the

Hz houfc
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houfe of Mahomet. Yet give me leave to tell thee,

that this calamity of the Spaniards in part refem-
bles the fate of Sodom and Gomorrah, and the reft

of the nine cities in the lake. The Infidels fay there
were but five. Let them alone in their error ; it is

certain the Muffulmans have the only true hiftory

offormer times. Doubtlefs, God is fevere in chaf-
tifements, when he is incenfed againft a nation.
Witnefs the People of Aod and Themod, with the
men of the Valley of Smoke, and the city whofe
inhabitants were in one hour all turned into ftatues

of ftone, and are to be feen at this day, as a Hand-
ing monument of Heaven's difpleafure. Yet no
nation is ruined till it ruin itfelf, as God fpeaks in

the Alcoran.
O Emir, in whofe veins run the moft purified

blood in the world, pray for Mahmut, that he may
never turn apoftate from God and his Prophet, nor
do any thing which may hurry him to an untimely
fate.

Paris, 17th of the ift Moon,
of the Year 1657.

LETTER X.

To Muftapha, Balla.

THIS following fummer, if all reports be true,

is like to afford fome campaigns of blood.

The general difcourfe here is, that the Grand Sig-

nior will fpeedily have an army of three hundred
thoufand men in the field ; part to act in Dalmatia
and Candy againft the Venetians : the reft to be em-
ployed againft the Perfians, the more inveterate ene*

mies of the Ottoman empire.

That faucy ambaffador, Ifhmael Bir Couli Can,
deferved the punifhment was inflicted on him for

his impertinent huff, and drawing his fabre in the

pretence
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prefence of the greater! Monarch of the world. And
let it be an eternal precedent to the envoys of fo-

reign Princes, that they may learn a lefTon of mo-
deity, when they addrefs the Lord of their Lords,
and not, by prefumption, incenfe the King of the

earth.

But it is apparent this AmbafTador took advan-
tage of our troubles : He fwelied with a vain and
falfe idea of the Perfian puifTance : Belides, they

fay his Matter has entered into a foJerrtn league with
the Czar of Mufcovy againft the dining empire.

And it is certainly known here, that two Ambaiìà-
dors are arrived at Venice from that potent Empe-
ror of the North -, and others are expected from Per-
fia to negotiate a tripartite league between thofe

crowns and that republick againft the victorious

Ofmans. Hence I fuppofe it was, that the rude he-
retick took the boldnefs to commit an action, which
all the Eaft punifhes with death. Neither is it any
thing to the purpofe what the Chriflians of theie

parts fay, ' That the perfons of Ambafiadors are fa-
* cred :' For much more fo are the perfons of Sove-
reigns.' And fo long as an Envoy obeys the law of
nations, in only delivering his mefTage with refpect

and civility, that law will protect him from all in-

juries : But if he mult needs leap over his own fence,

and, inftead of appearing like an AmbafTador, he
will act the part of an afTaffin, a Furiofo, a con-
temner of majefty, he can expect no better treat-

ment than what is due to his audacious infolence :

He throws offwith fcorn the protection that his cha-
racter claims, and, in a mad bravado, courts the re- L

venge of the State.

This Ifhmael had all along been counted a bold
fool in the Court of Perfia. He has committed a
thoufand wild pranks at Ifpahan, more becom'ng a
Jefter, than a wife Minifter of State. Yet his Maf-
ter ftill winked at his extravagances for his father's

fake, who did many notable fervices to that Crown ;

among which, his recovering Candahar from the

H 3 Mogul
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Mogul was none of the leale ; it being the only town
which commands the frontiers of Perfia and the In-
dies.

For this and other merits, Sha Sophi preferred
both him and his fon to the moft confiderable go-
vernments and offices in the empire ; wherein the
del man acquitted himfelf fairly to the laft. But
this young buffoon grew unwieldy with too much
honour, affronted the Grandees, and played upon
the King himfelf, for which he had once like to
have been caff to the dogs. But, at the interceffion

of fome of his few friends, that punifhment was re-

mitted, and changed into exile ; whilft his enemies
made ufe cf his abfence to ruin him.
They were fome of the greater! Lords of the

Court who bore him a grudge, and they had hourly
the King's ear; which advantage they made ufe of
to infinuate fuch an ill character of Immael, that ke
knew no better way to be handfomely rid of him,
than by fending him on this defperate embafly to the
myfterious Porte : Chufmg rather that he mould fall

by the Grand Signior's command, than by his own,
who had reaped lb much benefit from the fervices of
his father.

By this thou mayefl difcern, that the King of Per-
fia is earneftly refoived on war, without regarding
how his herald that proclaimed it is received : For
that Ambafiador deferves no other title, who conies

not with the accuftomed prefents and fupplicaticn ;

but with an addrefs of a harfher ffyle, denouncing
enmity at his very firft approach to the feet of the

invincible Sultan Mahomet.
After all, it rejoices me to hear, that thou, and

the other Baffa's of the empire, are fo ready to affiff,

our great Matter. For I am affured that, from your
perfonal and voluntary contributions, he has re-

ceived a fupply of thirty millions of afpers, befides

the conftant revenues, cuffoms, tributes, and fubfi-

dies of the empire. This is noifed all over Chrif-

tendom
; yet the Venetians feem not much to dread

the confequences of thofe vaft preparations, judging
that
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that they will be employed elfewhere thaa> againft

any province of their dominions, except in Dal-
matia, where thefe Infidels truft to the flrength of

their forts, and the inacceffible height of rocks.

But He that laid the foundations of the earth, and
caufes it to tremble when he pleafes ; the fame God
formed the lofty mountains, and can level them with
plains to kr\Q the followers of his Prophet : Even
as the ftones came voluntarily to falute the divine

meftenger himfejf ; the trees roufed themfelves as

out of a deep fleep, and, the earth yielding on all

fides to the forcible motion of the infpired roots,

they walked out of the places, and compofed an
umbrella over the head of Mahomet, when he was
ready to faint with the violent heat of the fun.

Thus ihall the elements compire to aid the True
Believers : And, when they fight for the Alcoran
againft Infidels, God iTiall endue the inanimate be-
ings with faith and devotion.

Paris, 7th of the ad Moon,
of the Year 1657.

LETTER XL

To Mehemet, an exiled Eunuch, ia Egypt.

P Repare thyfelf with a conftancy of fpirit be-
coming a Muflulrnan, when thou fhalt under-

Hand that the beft friend thou haft in the world is

gone to Paradi fe< May God grant him the repofe

of a True Believer, an apartment of lingular de-
light. For it is the brave Solyman I fpeak of, who
not only deferves thy moft grateful vows for faving

thy life, but has done a thoufand meritorious actions

befides, which now crown him with chaplets of
immortality.

I wifh I could have been the relater of better news
to my baniihed friend. But, perhaps, thou haft

H 4 heard
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heard of his death already by fome vefìèls from
Conirantinople, and it will be needlefs to fay any
thing as to his untimely fate, or the tragedies of the
Seraglio and Imperial City.

It feems very ftrange to me, and a thing unac-
countable, that there can be no means found out to
prevent thefe dangerous infurrecfions of the foldiers,

and that the moft formidable empire on earth mould
be thus frequently mocked by her own fubje&s !

Mehemet, the things of this prefent world are a
perfect riddle, and our life itfelf is but the fhadow
of a dream. Thou haft experienced the inconftancy
of fortune, and that there is nothing on earth de-
fences a wife man's confidence : Therefore, if I may
advife thee, it fhall be to wean thyfelf from the
trivial affairs of mortals. Let not the natural f<

neiSy which thou mayeft poflibly have for thy fo

courtly life of the Seraglio, return to difquiet ì

foul. A man may be happy any where, that knows-
how to be contented. Nature is ferved with a little ;

and we ought to efteem our irregular appetites as

foreigners. If our fortune be not extended to the

larger meafure of our wifhes, it is eafy to contract
and adequate our minds to our fortune.

Thou mayeft carve to thyfelf various forts of fe-

licities in Egypt, and render Cairo as pleafant to

thee now, as Conftantinople was formerly. Virtue
makes all places delightful. If thou art for an ac-»

five life, there is buiinefs enough in that populous
city ; and opportunities are never wanting to a man
that is ready to lay hold on them. Beiides, it is.

the popular character of Egypt, that whofoever
dwells in it finds an employment fuitable to his in-

clination. But, if thou art melancholy and con-
templative, in my opinion, thou couldeft not have
chofen a country more agreeable to fuch a temper.

Were I in thy ftation, I mould make frequent vi-

flts to the pyramids, and never be weary of fearching.

out the antiquity of thofe admirable- ftructures,'

There is hardly any thing made by human art, which
has put me wpon more important ftudies and difqui-

fitions,
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fitions, than the original of thefe ftupendous fa-

bricks. They far furpafs in grandeur and magnifi-
cence the molt renowned buildings of the Greek and
Roman empires, even in the zenith of their moft
flourifhing ftate. And I would fain learn when they
were firft erected, by whom, and for what end ?

For I cannot believe what Jofephus, the Jewifh Hi-
ftorian, reports of them, that they were built in the

time of Mofes their Lawgiver, and that all thofe of

the Hebrew nation, amounting to fome hundreds
of thoufands, were employed as flaves to the work,
by the King then reigning in Egypt.

I have perufed Herodotus the Grecian, Diodorus
the Sicilian, with Strabo, Pliny, and other writers,

who have all taken great pains to fearch into the

antiquity of the pyramids : Yet, after all their tra-

vels in Egypt, and their converfe with the Priefts

of that country, they feem to have received but
fmall light into this affair ; leaving things in un-
certainty, and not agreeing in their accounts. One
will -have them to be only defigned for fepulchres of
the Kings ; another fays they were built by Jo-
feph the Hebrew, the Vizir of Egypt ; and that they
were the granaries where he laid up feven years pro-

vifion of corn, againft the famine which in his days
afftiéted the earth. Thus they differ in their fenti-

ments. And our countryman Ibn Abd' Alhokm
declares, That, when he was in Egypt, he could not
draw from any of the Priefts the leaf!: certainty as to

the age of thefe pyramids, or their founders ; which
makes him conclude, that, fince there was no me-
mory or footfteps of their original left among men,
it is probable they were built before the flood.

This agrees exactly with what others of our A-
rabian writers have delivered concerning King
Saudrid, who reigned in Egypt three hundred years

before the deluge. They relate ftrange things of this

Prince ; and,among the reft, that he dreamed, ' That
* the fixed ftars came down from heaven to the
* earth, overturning all things with the violence of
* their precipitate fall.' Being much troubled at thip

H 5 viucru,
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vifion, he fent for thePriefts and Sages ; who, when
they were aflembled together in the King's palace,

Alcimon their Cater, or Prince of the Aflrologers,
told the King, ' That, a year before, he had feen a
' /vifion, which made a deep impreflion on his mind.
c For thefe celeftial orbs appeared to defcend fo low
c
as to touch the earth, fo that the ftars were min-

* gled among men. Then he lifted up his hands above
c
his head, in his dream, to keep the heaven from

' quite opprefling mortals with its weight. Whilft
c

I was in this pofture,' faid he, " methought I ad-
* dreiTed myfelf to the Sun, befeeching that refplen-
' dent G#d to retire, with all its glittering train of
' light, to their ancient itation on high. Where-
' upon the Sun made anfwer, When I fhall have
' accomplifhed three hundred circuits, the heavens
* will return to their proper places.'

When Alcimon had related this vifion, the King
commanded the Aftrologers to eredi: a fcheme of the

prefent configurations above, and tell him what they
prefaged. J hey did fo, and all agreed, that a de-

luge fhould firft overflow the whole earth, and that

afterwards it fhould be totally deftroyed by fire.

Upon the hearing of this, they fay, King Saudrid
commanded the pyramids to be built, carrying all

his riches into them with the tables of the myfte-
rious fciences and laws, and whatfoever was efteem-

ed precious and worthy to be preferved from the

general deftruclion. And the annals of Egypt fay,

that he commanded thefe words to be engraved on
them :

I, Saudrid, laid the foundation of the py-
ramids, and finifhed them in fix years :

Yet I challenge any future King to de-

molifh them in fix hundred years, though

it be much eafier to ruin than to build. I

covered them with filks ; let any man af-

ter me cover them with mats, if he can.

In
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In thus afterting Saudrid to be the founder of the

pyramids, it ought to be underftood onlyoffome
of the greateft ; and that the other fucceeding Princes
(perhaps after the flood) fpurred on with emulation
and delire of glory, built the reft; which is the on-
ly way to reconcile our Arabian writers to Herodo-
tus, Diodorus, and other hiftorians of the Weft,
who aflign Cheops or Chemnis, with Chephern,
Chabryis, and Mycerinus the fon of Chemnis, as

founders of fome particular pyramids. Whilft Stra-

bo and Pliny afcribe the building of one to Rho-
dope, a famous ftrumpet -, or, at leaft, to fome of
her paramours.
Doubtlefs, there is great obfcurity and confufion

in the records of the Ancients about the exact time
when thofe illuftrious monuments were built, which
yet is an impregnable argument of their antiquity ;

iince, when one author aflerts this or that King to

have built a pyramid, another demonftrates the

contrary, by proving, that that pyramid was in be-
ing long before the days of the fuppofed founder.

Neither can I find any concurrence of authorities fo

rational and exactly agreeing as that of the Ara-
bians, who all unanimoufiy deliver, as a certain

truth, that thefe unparalleled ftru£tures were built

long before the flood. All which is confirmed by
the Egyptian annals themfelves, penned by thofe

of the Coptite race, who descended from Coptim,
fon of Mafar, the fon of Baufer, the fon of Cham,
the fon of Noah ; with whom and his family, Phi-
lemon, the good Prieft, made an alliance by marriage,

and in their cuftody were the records and traditions

of the odd world.
But, if it be granted, dear Eunuch, that thofe

hiftories are true which relate to the tranfactions of
the Kings of Egypt before the flood, what reafon

have we to call in queftion the fragments of Mane-
tho, a Prieft of Egypt ; or the genealogy and fuc-

cefiion of Egyptian Monarchs delivered by Hero-
dotus ; or the chronological regifters of Egypt un-
folded by Diodorus, which carry up the reign of

H 6 their
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their Kings to above a thoufand years beyond any
other the moft early epocha of the creation, except
that of the Affyrians, or the intermediate afcent of
paft ages in the records of the Chinefe and Indians ?

I know not what to call it, whether the cow-
ardice of the intellect, which dares not venture ta

launch into fo vaft a {peculation ; or its floth, which
will not take the pains to unfold and ftretch its

drowfy faculties on the moft natural idea in the

world. It is true, indeed, we cannot, without
fome fatigue, contemplate ftedfaftly the eternal

exiftence and duration of things. It is an im-
mortal thought, that can tranfport the foul back
through fuch an infinity of ages. Yet the pleafure

is agreeable to the undertaking ; becaufe truth, fe^

rene as the mornings in Egypt, inlightens the prof-

pect, and tempts the mind, if it were poffible, to
look even beyond eternity itfelf i Whereas he that

only confines his view to the narrow horizon of par-

ticular hiftories, is like a man in a wildernefs, or a
low and fhady vale, where his eye is curbed with the

interpofition of thickets, uneven ground, and en-
vious inclofures. For fuch are the dark controver-
fies, inextricable difficulties, and affected umbrages
of moft writers, who never durft peep over the

mountains of received opinion ; or, if they did,

they fearfully or malicioufly hid their difcoveries

from the reft of mortals r I tell thee, as God is

eternal, there cannot be affigned an inftance of time
wherein the world did notexift. For the firft mat-
ter flows as naturally from his eflènce, as light from
the fun.

If thou adoreft any other God but this, thou wilt

be found in the number of Idolaters and Infidels,

who pay divine honours to certain mighty angels,

architects, as they believe, of the univerfe.

They behold houfes, caftles, and great cities built

by mortals, and, at a certain period, ruined by fire,

water, earthquakes, or other accidents ; or deftroy-

ed by the effects of war : From hence they form a

notion of the world's original and cataftrophe: They
confider
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confider the animals, plants, and minerals ; that

every individual perifhes in time ; and that even in

the heavens there are ftrong fymptoms of corruption

and alteration. Hence they collect: arguments to

prove the weaknefs and decay of univerfal nature,

which they vainly compare to the life of a man, a
beali, or a tree. And as they have their appointed

feafons of birth, growth, maturity, decay, and
death ; fo it is with the univerfe.

But all this is fophiftry ; or, to fpeak more favour-
ably, we ought to charge it to the account of fhort

meditation. For, though the individuals of all

kinds are changed, ceafe and difappear at their ap-
pointed periods

;
yet their fpecies or kinds them-

selves remain for ever before our eyes. As faft as

one man dies another is born ; and fo it is with the
brutes : And the feafons of the year in their proper
courfe renew all the vegetables.We find the elements,
the fun, moon, ftars, and earth, remain unchange-
able. And why then fhould we think they were not
always (o, and will not continue fo for ever ? Or,
if this be too bold a ftretch, let us conceive them
at lealt much more ancknt and durable, than they
are generally thought to be. And, if thefe greater

beings fhall undergo a change in their outward
forms, we may yet believe their fubftances will re-

main for ever.

But, whether corporeal beings are thus lafting

orno, we have fomething in us that can never pe-

rifh. Our fouls are immortal, and need not the
embalming of Egypt to preferve them from cor-
ruption.

Therefore, dear Mehemet, fince we are deftined
to live for ever in one fiate or other, let us not fear

death, which is but a minute's flumber, a fhort
trance, out of which we fhall immediately awake,
to increafe our knowledge and experience of thofe
myfteries and fecrets of nature, which at prefent are
hid from us. In a word, let us live like Philofo-
phers, and then we may hope to die with the fame
equanimity of fpirit as he did, who, in his laft ago-

nies,
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nies, being afked by his friends,

i Where was all

' his philofophy now ?' anfwered,
c
I am juft enter-

* ing on a new difcovery concerning the nature of
* fait.' And with that word he expired.

Pari?, 7 th of the ad Moon,
of the Year 1657.

LETTER XII.

To the moil Venerable Mufti.

IF the publick feditions fhould always continue,
or be as frequently renewed as they have Jately

been at Conftantinople ; and if their efFecìs fhall be
equally fatal to the Grandees, as has been this lait

horrid mutiny of the foldiers ; to congratulate any
man's rife to an eminent dignity will be but to flat-

ter him, and addrefles of this nature muft be efteem-

ed no better than mock compliments, civil infults,

and fafhionable farcafms : Since, at this rate, great

honours ought to be looked on no otherwife, but as

direct advances and nearer approaches to infamy and
death, when a man is exalted from an obfeure faft-

nefs and humble fecurity to the glorious hazard of a

precipitate fall.

It is therefore, when I come to kifs the duft of
thy feet among the croud of True Believers^ and t;o

welcome thee to the moil facred and fublime Vicar-
fhip on earth, I draw near with an indifference fuit-

able to a Muifulman, wiihing thee not more joy than
fafety in that myfterious ftation, but fuch a tempe-
rament of both as is due to thy fan&ity and incor-

rupt actions. In a word, I wim thee a perpetual

immunity from thy predecefibr's temptations, and
from his crimes : and then thou needeft not fear his

misfortune and difgrace.

Let not what I have faid pafs for an argument of
difrefpect and undutifulnefs to the heir of prophetick

5 and
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•and apoftolick revelation, the great Patriarch of
the Faithful. I reverence both thy office and per-

son, yet am commanded to avoid flattery and partial

addrefles, when I write to the greateft fages in the

empire. And, had not this injunction been laid on
me, my own natural temper would prompt me to

fhun that vice which renders a man fo much lefs

than himfelf, by how much he exalts another above
his due.

I have often propofed to thy predeceflbr the
mighty benefit that would redound to the whole Ot-
toman empire, if learning were more encouraged,
and the hiftories of foreign nations were tranflated

into the familiar language of the MufTulmans.
It is, that thofe who are deftined to fubdue all

things, and have already fpent their glorious con-
quers through the greateft part of the earth, fhould
be acquainted with the tranfaclions of former times,

the wars of illuftrious and brave heroes, the rife and
fall of ancient kingdoms, and, in general, themoft
noted revolutions in the world. From fuch records

our Generals and military men may draw examples
of fortitude and patience, conduci and prudence,
in all the fatigues and difficulties of war. Our
Statefmen may improve their knowledge in all the
maxims of policy and wifdom requifite in time of
peace. In fine, men of all conditions may learn

the precepts of morality and vice.

Methinks it is pity, that we, whopofTefs the ter-

ritories of the ancient Grecians, the kingdoms of
Corinth and Lacedaemon ; the empire of Macedon,
and the State of the Jews ; fhould be ignorant of
the laws by which thefe divers countries were of old
governed ; and the characters, lives, and actions of
their firft Lawgivers and fucceeding Governors.

But, if thou ihalt determine, that the knowledge
of thefe remote affairs is fuperfluous and unnecef-
fary for True Believers, let them at leaft not be ig-
norant in their own hiftory, and the original of their
progenitors.

It
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It is true, we Arabians have all along taken care

of our genealogies, every family and tribe beine di-

ligent to preferve the memory of their anceftors,

and all concur with an unanimous zeal to regifter

the holy lineage of Mahomet, the Mefienger of God.
So that we can from his father Abdulla run up in a
direct paternal line to Caydar, the fecond fon of If-

mael (on whom be the benedictions of God : j We
are not ignorant how this Caydar (from whom the
noble Corci's derive their pedigree) nrft fettled at

Mecca, in pure devotion to the fquare temple,
which was built by angels ; when he might as well
have chofen the more fertile plains of Meda, Periìa,

and AfTyria, as did his brethren Doama, Naphis, and
Redma. But he forefaw by his fkiil in aftrology,

that the inhabitants of thofe regions would be Ido-
laters : And fo it came to pafs ; for they were in

the number of thofe who adored the fire. For the

fame reafon, he chofe not for his feat Armenia,
though that country be renowned for the refting of
Noah's ark on Mount Geudis, and the famous city

Themanine, or the work of eighty, who efcaped

in the ark. But Caydar knew that the people of
that province mould worfhip the fun, and it was ve-

rified in the pofterity of his brethren Nabfam and
Mafna. Therefore he chofe Mecca, though a bar-

ren country, becaufe he knew it was the feat pre-

defined to the elect lineage, the generation of juifc

men and prophets, from whom was to fpring the

light of the world, Mahomet, who in Paradife rs

called Al Batrafim, and in Heaven Achmet.
Caydar was the only fon of Ifmael who took part

with his father, and followed his example, wor-
shipping one God, Creator of the worlds, as he had
learned by tradition from Abraham the Beloved of
the Eternal : Whereas Naybeyeth, Abbael, The-
ma, and the reft of the twelve either adored the fun,,

moon, and ftars, or the elements, except Jackour,
who paid divine honours to the true Betlemer ; and
Hadal and Mafia, who facrificed beafts to the idols

Bohinun and Alze.
And,
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And, as our hifcorians have been thus particularly

exact in recording the affairs of the twelve fons of
Ifmael, fo they have mewed themfelves no lefs pre-

cife in relating the tranfaoiions of the twelve tribes

which defcend from them, even down to the prefent

age.

I do not infift on this, to teach thee fomething
whereof thou art ignorant -, but to put thee in mind
of the benefit and advantage, befides the vaft de-

light which accrues to a nation, by thus preferving

the memoirs of their anceftors ; in which my coun-
trymen have exceeded the fidelity and care of all

other people.

Had it not been for the induftry of Arabian
writers, the hiftory of the whole Saracen empire*
the fucceffions of the Caliphs, with their wars and
conquefts, would have been either quite loft to this

age, or at leaft much depraved and faifified by the

malice of Chriftian and Perfian authors, both equal-

ly enemies to the truth ; by which it is evident,

that every nation ought to regifter their own tranf-

a&ions.
What, therefore, I chiefly aim at is, that the glo-

rious Ofmans, who have by their valour enteredin-
to the poneffions and territories of many ancient

nations, might alfo be acquainted with the hiftories

of thofe people, whofe lands they enjoy : But above
all, I wifh, that after they have found a way to fo

much wealth and honour, they would not lofe them-
felves and their own original.

I fpeak of the Turks, properly fo called ; the de-
fendants of the Scythians, who, by fome, were
efteemed the moft ancient nation on earth ; a people

formed by nature for the empire of the world ; were
never conquered themfelves, yet fpread therr victo-

ries over all Afia. They routed Zopyrio, a Gene-
ral of Alexander the Great : And drove back a huf-
fing King of Egypt, with fhame and Iofs to his own
country : In fine, they were a people naturally juft,

temperate, hardy, ana
1

endued with all the excel-

lent qualities which the philofophy of the Greeks
and
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and Romans could never infpire in their fubjecls,

though they aimed at it.

Thefe were the people, O Oracle of Believers,
from whom the prefent Turks defcend. And is it

not a fhame that they can give no other account
of their anceftors, but what they borrow from the
Chriftians, who, in the mean time, reproach the
MurTulmans with ignorance and barbarifm ?

It is for this reafon I renew the fame requeft to

thee, which I often made to thy predecefibr, that

learning may be encouraged : Let all the ancient
records and hiftories of the Greeks and Romans be
fought out and tranflated by men fkilful in lan-

guages into the familiar fpeech of the Ottomans :

Some, I know, are already common among the

Grandees, as Herodotus, Plutarch, and others ;

but let not any credible writer be wanting.
In doing this, thou wilt put a check to the feoffs

of Infidels, augment the honour and intereft of the

MurTulmans, and leave an immortal name behind
thee on earth ; which will make thy joys in Para-
dife more fweet to an infinity of ages.

Paris, 29th of the 3d Moom,
of the Year 1657.

LETTER XIII.

To the Kaimacham.

AL L Europe, except the French and Swedes,
hangs down her head for the death of the

German Emperor. He went to the Immortals on
the 2d day of this moon, after a long fit of ficknefs,

and forty-nine years of life on earth.

Nathan Ben Saddi, Agent of the Porte at Vienna,
informs me, that, on the fame day whereon the Em-
peror died, the Imperial palace took fire on a fud-

cen, and with fuch impetuofity, that a great part of

it
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it was prefently confumed, and the King of Hun-
gary and Bohemia, the Emperor's fon, narrowly
cfcaped with his life. This is efteemed a bad omen
to the empire ; and, without being fuperftitious, I
can affure thee, that Germany is in a very bad con-
dition at this juncture. The Electors are fo divided

©n the fcore of religion, and their fecular intereft

and alliances, that, in all probability, they will not,

with eafe, decide the fucceflion.

The Duke of Brandenburgh, having united him-
fclf to the Swedes, will not confent to the inftalling

Leopold Ignatius J ofephus, the Emperor's fon, be-

cause that Prince fupports the caufe of the Poles

and Danes. The Palatine of Heydelburg and
Duke of Bavaria are at odds about their private pre-

tenfions. The Duke of Saxony would fain be Em-
peror himfelf, or have one at leaft of the Lutheran
religion : And the reft are {o incenfed againft the

Houfe of Auftria, that it is thought none but the

ecclefiaflick Princes will vote for the King of Hun-
gary and Bohemia. So that, there being no King of
the Romans to claim the fucceflion by the laws of
the empire, the throne is like to be vacant yet a
while.

Cardinal Mazarine, who watches all opportunities

to aggrandife his Mafter, has difpatched away feve-

ral couriers into Germany, to negotiate privately

with the Electors, and concert thofe meafures which
will be moft for the intereft of France. And, I telj

thee, this Minifter has no fmall influence on the E-.

lector of Cologn and Prince Palatine of the Rhine :

Befides, thou wilt fay, he goes the right way to work,
when thou {halt know that he makes ufe of the
French gold to compafs his defigns.

No fooner did the news of the Emperor's death
arrive at this Court, but it was obferved the Car-
dinal took up a hundred thoufand piftoles of the pub-
lick bankers in this city: And every body gueffed

how they would be difpofed of.

The Portuguefe Ambaflador at this Court has
caufed extraordinary fire-works to be played on the

river
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river Seine, before the palace of the King, in ho-
nour of his mailer's coronation, the young King of
Portugal. But the Spaniards are preparing more
deitru&ive fire-works on the frontiers of that king-
dom, being ready to enter it with an army of fixteen
thoufand men to recover the Portuguefe crown.

In fending thee thefe intelligences, fage Minifter,
I am not concerned for the Infidels. Who dies, or
who lives, who rifes, or who falls, is all one to
Mahmut, provided the Grand Signior's health, life,

and happinefs be augmented : And this I fpeak as an
Arabian and True Believer.

Paris, 30th of the 4th Moon,
of the Year 1657.

LETTER XIV.

To Raba Mahomet, General of the Ottoman
Forces, at his Camp near Adrianople,

TH E facred empire of True Believers is befet

at this time with Infidels, rebels, and here-

ticks. Here are many rumours fpread abroad con-
cerning the Perfians, and the intereft they have in

the BaiTa and citizens of Babylon. They talk alfo

that fome malecontents defign things which ought
not to be named.
God has given me two ears, and I hear thefe dif-

courfes with both, but I entertain them with one
unchangeable judgment, that they are only the

whifpers of fame, which has a thoufand double
tongues. If it be true, that the four chiaufes, who
were difpatched to Babylon, from the Grand Sig-

nior, to confirm the inhabitants of that city in their

allegiance, and aflure them of fpeedy fuccours,

were murdered by the difloyal citizens ; I doubt not

but it is as true, that the plague has confumed the

greateft part of the red-heads, in their camp at A-
ranfacat»
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ranfacat. What though thefe Babylonifli mungrels
cry, ' Long live the King of Perfia !' the reft of the
empire, with true zeal and devotion, pray for the

health and profperity of the Grand Signior. What
though the Sultan has fworn by God and his throne,
by the heavens and the earth, that he will go againft

the Venetians in perfon ! The Mufti can eafily ab-
folve him in cafe of fupreme neceffity, when his pre-

fence is requifite agaroft the more accurfed Kyfil-
bafchi.

It is probable the Ofman monarchy may be much
embarrafied by domeftick troubles and foreign

wars
; yet he that founded it, and is the confervator

of ages, will, out of thefe very diflempers and evils,

produce a good conftitution of health in the State,

and a firmer eftablifhment againft all enemies.
In the mean while the Venetians are very bufy in

their levies at home, and in making interefts abroad.
Couriers are perpetually polling up and down Chris-
tendom, to and from that city. They would wil-
lingly have all the bufmefs of turope iuperfeded for

their fakes. It is every-where whifpered there is

fome grand defign on foot againft the Turks, but
nobody knows what. And I tell thee France, Spain,
Germany, Poland, Sweden, and the reft of the
Nazarene kingdoms, are too much intangled among
themfelves to have any thoughts of meddling with
remote affairs.

The Poles would have had the German Emperor
take that crown in vaflalage, on the condition of
protecting it from the Swedes. But, whilft the Em-
peror was alive, he weighed the difficulties, and re-

fufed fo chargeable an offer. Now he is lately dead,
and the empire is hardly capable to defend itfelf.

Differences are newly rifen between the Duke of
Bavaria, and the Elector Palatine of Heydelburg ;

each claiming a right to be Vicar of the empire
during the vacancy ; and they are preparing on both
fides to difpute the matter with the fword ; whilft
the King of Sweden fmiles fecretly at their inteftine

quarrels, refojving to be revenged on Germany, for

the
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the afliftance they have given to Cafimir, King of
Poland.
At the fame time, the Danes are arming and

equipping by Tea and land, to demand juftice of the
Swedes. Whilft the cunning Mufcovite ftands

aloof, amufing all parties with fpecious pretexts,

but defigning only to play his own game, and efpoufe
that quarrel which will bring him molt booty ;

Prince Ragotfki promifes fair to the Swedes, but, it

is thought, will prove falfe in the end. Thecoun-
fels of thefe uncircumcifed are full of treachery.

They are infatuated, blinded, and know not what
they do.

The cafe is as bad in Spain, where the King is

making vali preparations to enter Portugal, and
claim that Crown, hoping to make advantage of
their domeitick factions fince the death of Don J uan
de Braganza, the late King of Portugal : Not confi-

dering that the French are like to find him work
enough in Italy, Flanders, and Catalonia ; befides

the continual damages he receives by fea from the
Englifh, and the lofies he fuftains in America. I

tell thee, in a word, all Europe is at this time in

fuch a hurly-burly, that they have no leifure to at-

tend our motions in the Eaft ; every kingdom and
fiate being wholly bufied in their own affairs, and
Venice can rely on nothing but her own ftrength.

Go on then, brave General of the army deftined to

chaftife thefe Infidels, and let nothing difcourage
thee from purfuing the aims of honour and religion.

Let the proud Franks know that there is a fword
drawn in the Eaft, which will never be put up till

it has not only cut off the exterior members, but
even ripped up the bowels of the Weftern empire.
The inhabitants of Sicily are in a great confter-

nation, by reafon of a frefh eruption of fire from
Mount JEtna, or Mount Gibel, whereby the city

Catanea, and adjacent parts, are much in danger,
and the afhes are fcattered all over the ifland. This
mountain has at times flamed forth in an extraor-

dinary manner for immemorable ages -

} and, in al>

proba-
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probability, will continue to do fo till the day of
judgment.
There is like to be a new quarrel between France

and Holland, the latter complaining, that they have
had above three hundred merchant-fhips taken from
them by the French within thefe feven years. Up-
on which they have flopped two veflels belonging to

this kingdom, and mifunderftandings increate apace
between them.

In the mean time, the German Court is preparing
to chufe a new Emperor. His fon is the perfon de-
signed for this dignity, if the Electors do not oppofe
it. His name is Leopoldus Ignatius Jofephus, King
of Hungary and Bohemia. He lies fick of a dan-
gerous difeafe, not lefs loathfome than the plague.

And, now I have mentioned this fcourge ofGod,
it will not be amifs to inform thee, that in Rome
and Naples, where it has raged thefe eleven moons,
and has deftroyed a hundred and eighty thoufand
people, it is not now to be heard of; commerce is

reftored
;

publick Courts fit ; AmbafTadors have
audience ; and all things run in their wonted chan-
nel. Yet in Genoa they feel it ftill.

The fouls of thefe Infidels are infected with an in-
fernal peftilence, and therefore God rains curfes on
them, whilft the elect of all nations are preserved
from all evil, being marked in the forehead by the
angel of health.

Paris, 1 5th of the 5th Moon,
«f the Year 1657.

LET-
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LETTER XV.

To Cara Hali, Phyfician to the Grand Signior.

IHA VE encountered a paflage in the hiftory of
the firft Caliphs, which a little intangles me.

My faith is disjointed. Thou knoweft we Muflul-
mans believe, that Abu Becre was the true fuccef-

for of the Prophet : Yet, when I confider, that he
attained the Sovereignty by furprife, without the
confent of the Muflulmans, I know not what to

think of it.

After the death of the MefTenger of God, the in-

habitants of Mecca and Medina raifed a fedition,

and took up arms, each challenging the right of
election to themfelves, when, to prevent the ill

confequences of this tumult, Abu Becre and Omar
immediately came to them ; and, to end the con-
troverfy, Omar, ftretching forth his hand to Abu
Becre, faluted him Caliph, and, lifting up his hand
to heaven, fwore allegiance to him : Which exam-
ple fuddenly prevailed on others, and fo the tumult
was appeafed. Yet Omar himfelf feemed to repent of
what he had done. For, a while after, he was heard

to fay, ' AfTuredly, the inauguration of Abu Be-
* ere was a ram unadvifed thing ; God avert the e-
1
vii which may refult from it. But let it be a law,

c
that, if any one hereafter mail prefume to do as I

* have done, and fwear fealty to another, without
* the aflent of the Muflulmans, he fhall be put to
* death.'

But that which is of greater!: moment with me is,

that Ali Eb'n Abi Thaleb, the fon-in-law of the

Prophet, was not prefent at this election, who had
as nuich right to the Caliphate, as any of them, if

not more ; at leaft he had a right to vote. And,
when he firft heard the news, he protefted againft

what they had done as null and invalid, in regard

they had not confulted him. Certainly, Ali Eb'n
Abi
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Abi Taleb was a matchlefs hero, performing mi-
racles of valour in defence of the Prophet. When
he beiieged Chaibar, a city of the Jews, he took
the gates of the city from off their hinges, and ufed
them as his frrield. When hebrandifhed his glitter-

ing fword, he made his enemies tremble. I will fiiy

no more in his praife, left thou fhouldeft conclude
I have lifted myielf in the number of the Kyzil J3a-

iha. What I write is only by way of fcrutiny, be-
ing diilatisfied about thefe things.

So, when Abu Becre lay on his death-bed, he cal-

led for Othman Eb'n Aphan, the fcribe, and bid

him write as follows :
' In the name of God gra-

* cious and merciful.; this is the teftimony of Ab-
* dollah Eb'n Abu Kohopha, when he was arrived
* at the laft hour of this world, and the firft of the
' world to come.' Then he. fell into a trance, while
Othman proceeded, and wrote the name of Omar
Ebno'l Chattab. Then Abu Becre awaked, and
-afKing Othman ' whom he had named for his fuc-
* ceiibr ;' he replied, 'Omar;' 'Thou haft done
* well,' faid he, ' and according to my mind. Yet,
4

if thou hadft named thyfelf, aiTuredly, thou art
* worthy of the honour.' Thus Omar Succeeded to

the Caliphate, by the private order of Abu Becre,
without afking the confent of the Muftulmans. It

-looks like a contrivance or bargain between thoiie

two at firft. When Omar fwore fealty to Abu Be-
cre, one would fufpecr. he made him promife to be-
queath the Caliphate to him. Be it how it trill, thou
feeft Omar accepted the government on conditions
which he himfelf had made unlawful, when he pro-
hibited any fucceflion that'fhould be made without
the confent of the Muftulmans. He was the firft

that was called Amiro'lmumenim, -or Commander
of the Faithful.

It is reported, that, when Omar was near his
.death, thofe that ftood about him defired him to
name his fucceifor ; they themfelves recommended
Ali Eb'n Abi Taleb, becaufe of his relation to the
Vox. V. I Prophet.
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Prophet. But he rejected him, and committed the

election of his fucceffor to Othman, Ali, Telha,
Azobia, Abu Obeid, and Saad Eb'n Abi Wakka.
Abu Obeid therefore, coming to Ali Eb'n Abi Ta-
kb, faid thus to him, ' Art thou he to whom I may
' fwear fidelity, that thou wilt act according to the
1 book of God, and the laws of his Prophet, and
* the coniti tution of the two Seniors ?' Ali anfwer-
«ed, ' I will ever act according to the book of God,
* and the laws of his Prophet ; but, as to the confti-
* tutions of the two Seniors, I will follow my own
* counfel.' Then Abu Obeid, going to Othman,
faid the fame words : And Othman promifed to

perform all that they required. So they chofe Oth-
man to fucceed Omar in the Caliphate. He was ac-

cufed of too great partiality to thofe of his blood ;

for he recalled Hacem Ebno'l As Eb'n Omaih,
whom the Prophet had banifhed. He gave him al-

fo an hundred thoufand afpers, and to Abdalla Eb'n
*Chaled, he gave forty thoufand. They taxed him
alio with pride, in that he fat on the higheft feat of
the prophetick throne, where none but the holy Pro-
phet himfelf had ever fat : For Abu Becre, in re-

verence to the MeiTenger of God, fat one ftep be-

low it, and Omar two. So that the Arabians, be-

ing incenfed at Othman's arrogance, and other

vices, took up arms and killed him. T^hen fuc-

ceeded Ali.

I rehearfe this hiilory to thee, that thou mayeft

know the particular grounds of my difTatisfaction,

and .give me thy opinion in this matter. For, if

Abu Becre, Omar, and Othman were unlawfully

lifted to the Caliphate, it follows, that they were
ufurpers, and Hali the only true fucceifor of the

Prophet. And, if this be granted, then we have
ho reafon to curfe the Perfians, who are the' follow-

ers of Hali. God knows which is in the right, we
or they. We are all the difciples of the Prophet,

and believe in the unity of the Divine eflence.

God blefs Mahomet our Lawgiver, with all thofe of
his
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his houfe. God blefs Mahomet our glorious Sul-

tan : In fine, God blefs thee and me.

Paris, 1 5th of the 5th Moon,
of die Year 1657.

LETTER XVL
To Cara Muftapha, Bafla.

BY the notices which I receive from Confranti-

nople, it appears that the ground of all the

publick difcontents in that city is the Venetians
conqueil and pofTeflion of Tenedos : As if the people

thought that ifland would prove as fatal now to the

Muhulmans, as it was formerly to old Troy, when
the Grecians, under the conduct of Agamemnon,'
pitched their firfl camp there, to recover Helena,
the faired woman of Greece, whom Paris, the

Prince of Troy, had ravifhed from her hufband's
embraces.
That rape was fatal to the Trojans : For, after

ten years war, their city was taken byftratagem,
and burnt to afhes : Their Princes and Nobles either

all {lain, or carried away captives by the victorious

Greeks. Only ./Eneas laved his father alive, car-

rying him on his back out of the flames, and, with
fonie other Commanders, efcaped to fea, in fuch
veffels as they found ready. The hiftory of all his

adventures is too tedious for a letter. Sufnce it to

fay, that, after many voyages from one region to

another, at lafl he landed in Italy, where he and
his company fettled. And from them the Vene-
tians, with other people of Europe, derive their ori-

ginal.

It is this makes the preferì t poiìefnon of Tenedos
appear as an ill omen, in the eyes of the fuperfti-

tious : As if thofe relicks of ancient Troy were now
come to recover the habitations of their fathers, and
drive both Greeks and MufTulmans out of the empire.

I 2 But
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But thefe are only chimera's and dreams; for,

when a nation is once difplanted from the native
feat, they feldom or never take root there again.
Beildes, who knows whether the Venetians dcicend
from Troy or no ? It is true, indeed, if hiltorians

fpeak truth, that JEneas failed into Italy, two yean
after the burning of Troy: It is probable alfo,' that
he built Lavinium, as Padua is aicribed to Antenor,
one of his Captains. But where is the confequence,
that the Venetians mould, therefore, be the offspring

of thefe heroick fugitives ? They may as well fay
the French are the posterity of the Moors, becaufc
thofe Africans once feated themfelves in Spain. For
jiiil fo independent are the States of Italy one of
another, and their inhabitants of as different genea-
logies, as are thefe two potent kingdoms, with the
people that dwell in them.
And, now the Trojan war is in my mind, I can-

not but fmile at the egregious folly of Ajax, the fori

of Telamori. This was a great Commander in the

Grecian army, a huge, brawny, giant-like fellow,

that had performed prodigies of ftren^th and valour

in combating with the Trojans, and yet, at lair,

fell upon his own fword and killed himfelf, becaufe

he could not have his will of UlyfTes ; and all about
an old rufty buckler taken from the enemy, which
Ajax claimed as his right, in reward of his merito-

rious fervices, and of the many fears he had re-

ceived. But UlyfTes over-ruled the Council of war
that was called on purpofe to decide this quarrel,

and got the fhield to himfelf. For, being a cun-
ning, plaufible fellow, he pleaded, that, though the

courage and brave actions of Ajax deferved all due
honour and acknowledgment, yet the furprife of

Troy, and ending of the war, were owing only to

his wit and contrivance, who deluded the Trojans
with a wooden horfe, in the belly of which lay a

detachment of armed men ; and thefe, after the

horfe was admitted into that city, came out of their

iieit in the dead of the night, and fet fire to the horfe,

opening the gates alfo to the Grecian army.
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If the Venetians could invent fome fuch ftrata-

gem, perhaps, there would be danger of their taking

Conllaniinople j but till then, illuftrious Balla,,

there is no reafon to fear thefe Infidels. Befides, it

will be very cafy to difpofìèfs them of that ominous
bland, and fo difflpate the charm which has be-

witched the feditious rabble. But I would counfel*,

that it be attempted in time, before the Venetians
are got into the Hellefpont with their navy: For
there is no fuccefs againft thefe Infidels by feav.

That element, it feems, is the wife of the Duke of
Veil ice, being efpoufed with a ring and other fo-

• lemn ceremonies, on a certain feitival of the Na-
zarenes.

One would think alfo, that the Epgliih had made
fuccefsful love to the fca ; for their navies are always
profperous. We have freih news come in of an en-
counter between them and the Spanifh Weft-India
fleet, near the Iiland of TenerifF, wherein there were
feventeen of the Spanifh mips funk and burnt, and a-

mong them were five great galleons. They took from
them an immenfe treafure of gold and fllver, with
other coftly merchandife.

The French Court rejoices mightily at this ex-
ploit ; nor in any real love to the Engliih, but in

hatred of the Spaniards. For between thefe two
nations there feems to be an irreconcileable antipa-

thy. Befides, the French have reafons of State for

their joy, being in league with the Englifh Com-
monwealth.
That which renders this victory the more re-

markable, is,, that it was obtained in a Spanifh har-
bour, the port of Santa Cruz in TenerifF. Every
one extols the Englifh Commander for a very brave
perfon ; his name is Blake. I am the more particu-
lar in this relation, becaufe thou art expert in ma-
rine affairs, having had the command of the invin-
cible Ottoman armado.
There is a pod newly come in from Germany-,

vvho informs us, that the King of Sweden and:

I 3 Prince
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Prince Ragotfki have taken the fcrong fort of
Brzeki Litenfki from theJCing of Poland.
The Portuguefe Ambaitador at this Court prefTes

the King with much earneftnefs to fend aids to his

Matter, in regard the Spaniards are actually entered
into Portugal, and have taken Olivenna, a city or"

that kingdom.
I formerly acquainted the Minifcers of the Divan,

that the King of Spain had caufed all the people of
his kingdom to be numbered : Nov/ I tell thee far-

ther, that, in order to carry on the war effect.ually

againft Portugal, this Monarch has commanded the
firth man in every family to take up arms, and fol-

low the campaign. At which rate, they fay, he will

have an hundred thoufand men in the held.

In the mean time, all the difccurfe here at prefent
is concerning the fiege of Montmeli, averyitrong
place in P landers, it was in veiled by the French
army, on the nth of this moon, under the command
of the Marinai de la Ferte Seneterrc.

France has fent a great many brave Generals into

the field this fummer ; and I perceive the BaiTa's of
the Ottoman empire are not like to tarry at home.
Cod infpire thee and thy equals with a refolution

which knows no medium between vicloi y and a glo-

rious death.

Py is, 1 6 th of the 6th Moon,
of the Year 1657.

LETTER XVII.

To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew, at Vienna.

/"T"S H E beginning of thy letter furprifed me with

X wcnder, when I read that a Chiaus from the

Grand Signior, the Sovereign of Sovereigns, Lord
of three empires and five-and-twenty kingdoms,

fhculd have the dimonour not to find admittance
within
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within the walls of Vienna : And that in a time
when the Germans have no reafon to provoke a fo-

reign war, being fufnciently embarraiTcd with do-
meltick troubles. But when I read farther, and per-

ceived, that no Ambaifador, not even of the Chrif-

tian Princes, has any more privilege at this juncture;

and that it is an eitablifhed law of the empire thus
to reverence the Majefty of their deceafed Sovereign,
and confult the fafety ofthe next election ; I cealcd
to refent this any longer as an indignity to our great

Mailer, and only concluded it to be fonie myftery-

of the AufVrian State.

It is an argument of profound refpect to the Im-
perial Ghoft, that the churches are all hung with,

mourning throughout the hereditary dominions, and
that no muiick i? permitted either in the temples or
elfewhere ; no jollity or mirth, till the funeral ob-
fequies are performed, and the body of Caefaris con-
iigned to the place of its everlafting repofe.

As to the quarrel between the Duke of Bavaria,
and Prince Palatine, about the Vicariate, there is

much to be faid on both fides : And it ought to be
a thing indifferent to thee and me, which of thefa

two gets the victory. Yet, for the fake of truth, I

v/ill tell thee in fhort what I have collected out of
the journal of Carcoa, thy predecefTor, and out of
other memoirs as they came to my hands.

It appears then, that, by the Golden Bull of
Charles IV, this dignity was declared inherent in
one Palatinate family, in the right of their pofTef-

fion of that principality ; and that it has been fo for

many ages, even before there were any Electors ef-
tabliihed in the empire. It is upon this ground tho
prefent Elector Palatine claims it. But, on the other
fide, it is manifeft that, when Maximilian, the fa-

ther of the prefent Duke of Bavaria, Was inveiteci

with the Electoral dignity, it was inferted in the Im-
perial Bull, that the vicegerency of the empire,
during an interregnum, mall henceforth belong to-

that family. Yet this grant was again difannulled
by the late pacification at Munfter. And fo the

I 4 bnfmefs
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feufinefs is left in difpute between thefe two fami-
lies. He of Bavaria trulis to his ftrength and riches,

being alio backed by the ecclefiaitick Princes j

whilit the other only confides in the juffice of his

cauli1

,, the fight of unquel'Honable inheritance.

Leaving, therefore, thefe Grandees to profecnte
their feveral claims,. I will tell thee what makes the
frefheft noife in this city is an attempt which the

Prince of Conde lately made on the town of Calais,

a fea-port of this kingdom. He had received cer-

tain intelligence, that the Governor had" fent out
the beft part of the garrifon, to fortify Ardres, a

place not far from Calais, and fuppofed to be in

great danger ; upon this news the Prince marched
with great expedition, designing to furprifc Calais
by night. But he was difcovered before he came
near them : and the inhabitants, taking up arms,
appeared on the walls and ramparts to welcome him,
lo that he was forced to retire again with the lofs of
near a thoufand men.

Here are two men come out of England, who pre-

tend to be Prophets,, foretelling the downfal of the

Pope, whom they call Antichnil, abeaft, a dragon,
audi know nut how many other titles. One of

them is gone to Rome to tell the Holy Father to his

face what is like to Befal him» The French Court
looks upon them as madmen ; and nobody can el-

teem them better if they go to Rome, where they

will infallibly fail into the hands of the Inquiiition,

which, thou knoweft, is a hell upon earth. Thy
brother Adonai felt the (mart of it, only for two or

three words uttered in contempt of their religion ;

and, though he was not condemned to death, yet he
MfFered a tedious imprifonment ; till, at length, the

plague relcafed him both from that, and die change
of this mortal life.

Nathan, if he had died by the flroke of the exe-

cutioner, or by fire, the common death of thofe who
rail at the Roman faith, I could not pronounce him
a Martyr, unlefs it were to his own folly and rafn-

ncls ; fincc he was not placed there to make profe-

Iytes,
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}ytcs, either to the law of Mofes, or Mahomet
;

but to penetrate into the fecret tranfactions of the

Followers of Jefus.

Thy bufineis is the fame at Vienna : Purfue that

with alacrity, and God fhall protect thee from ali

adverfity.

Paris, 9th of the 7th Moon,
of the Year 1657.

LETTER XVIII.

To Mclec Amet.

I
Welcome thy return to the earth again : For it

appears, by thy letter, that thou halt been in the

other world. It were to be wifhed thou wouldeii?

favour the living with a journal of thy travels and
obfervations among the dead, Thofe regions of n-
lence would afford matter of noife enough to mor-
tals, that are always greedy of foreign news. Per-
haps, if thou wouldelr communicate the remarks
thou haft made during that ramble of thy foul, we
might find out fome method of correfpondence be-
tween our world and that invifible fiate. We might
contrive a way to fend difpatches to our friends, and
to receive their anfwers again ; or, at lèafr, we
might make fome ufeful difcoveries in- that empirà
of fhadows.
But, tell me ferioufly, Doft thou think it was any

more than a trance or dream that has happened to*

thee ? Such as frequently fall out in melancholy
conftitutions ? I once informed Cara Hali the phy-
fician of fuch- an accident as this, not far from
Paris. It was of a man that had lain five and thirty

hours as dead in all human appearance, and fo given
over by the phyficians : Yet, after thatr period, he
?ecovered his fenfes again, and told ltrange things

to thofe that were about him. Surely,, theic are but
I 5 11 umbers-
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flumben cf the foul ; and death itfelf is but a deep-
er fleep, when it caufes the diifolution of the body.
Doubtlefs, men awake again in fome other active

ftate. For, as a flame of lire is equally difpofed to
imbody itfelf in the fat of flefh or fifh, in oil, wax,
fulphur, or any proper vehicle; and, as foon as it

is extinguifhed in one, will readily tranflate itfelf to

all the reft, if they be within the fphere of its acti-

vity (as the Weftern philofopher fpeaks) fo is the
fpirit or flame of life always in a pofture of tranfmi-
gration. For aught we know, he that is a King
this hour may be a peacock the next, and, within
a few days, ferved up at his fucceflbr's table as a

royal dim.
But, not to infili: too much on thefe fecrets, I will

relate to thee a paflage not unlike that thou haft ex-
perienced.

It is recorded in the writings of an authentick
pen, the manufcript of an ancient Arabian, that

AT Rafhid, Emperor of the Faithful, had many
famous phyficians about him ; among the reft, he
highly efleemed Saleh Eb'n Nahali, an Indian, for

recovering one of his near kinfmen out of fuch a
conclicion as I fuppofe thcu haft been in. That
kiniman was very dear to the Emperor, who was
fitting at a feaft, when news was brought him that

he was dead. The Emperor, extremely troubled to

hear this, burft forth into tears, and caufed the ta-

ble to be taken away. Then Jaafer Eb'n Yahya,
one of his confidents, immediately defired that Saleh,

the Indian phyfician, might vifit the corpfe of his

dead relation ; who went accordingly, and, having
felt his pulfe, and conlidered him well, he returned

to the Emperor, and faid,
c Ceafe to mourn, my

* Lord, Commander of the Faithful : For, if this
4 man be dead, and I do not reftore him to life again*
4 may I be divorced from all ray wives for ever.'

He had fcarce made an end cf faying this, when
a fecond difpatch came to the Emperor from thofe

who were about his kinfman, alluring him that he

was really departed this life.

Then
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Then Al' Rafhid began to curfe the Indians and
their ignorance. But Saleh perfifted in his affer-

tion, crying out with great vehemcncy, " Be not
' incredulous, O Emperor of the Faithful, nor fuf-
c
fer thy kinfman to be buried, till I have been with

6 him again : For, afiuredly, he is not dead ; I will
* fhew you fomething that is admirable.' Al' Ra-
fhid, pacified with thefe words, took Saleh along
with him to vifit the fuppofed dead perfon.

As foon as they came into the chamber, the In-
dian took a needle and thruft between the nail and
the Refa of his left thumb. Then the intranced
fnatched up his hand toward his mouth. At which-
Saleh cried out, ' Now, my Lord, comfort yourfeif ;
8 for dead men ufe not to be fenfible of pain.' Af-
ter this, he blew up a powder into his nofe, upon
which, in a few minutes, the patient fneezed ; and,
fitting upright in his bed, fpoke to Al' Rafhid, kif-

fing alfo his hand. The Emperor afking him, ' How
'he found himfelf?' He replied, 'Benefactor of
' mankind, I have been in the fweeteft fleep that
* ever I remember fell on me in my life. Only I
4 dreamed that a dog came and bit me by my left
c thumb, the pain of which waked me.' With that
he mewed him the mark' of the needle and the blood,
adding, ' Surely, it was no dream, but a truth, for
* I feel it yet.' The Emperor was extremely pleafed

with his Indian phyiician, and did him great ho-
nour. His kinfman alfo, whofe name was Ibrahim,
lived many years after this, and was made Governor
of Egypt, where he died, and was buried.

The Eaftern phyficians have been famous in all

ages, and are now much in efteem among the
Franks, who addici; themfelves to Itudy the fciences :

Here are fome very learned phyficians in thefe parts,

and not a few ignorant ones, who ferve as foils to

fet off the luftre and fame of the others. Every pro-
vince and city of France fwarm with them ; and
they all find employment either to kill or cure.

The Nazarenes live very in temperately, and fail in-

to abundance of difeaies, whereof the Eaft is whol-
16 ly
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ly ignorant : Therefore it is neceflary for them to
be well itocked with phyficians. Yet it was fatyri-

catty obferved by a certain French Lord, that, in a

town not far from his palace, the inhabitants were
all healthy long-lived men, till a certain empiriclc

came and took up his refidence there ; for then they
began to ficken and die apace. But this may be an
invidious remark. The Arabian proverb fays,

e No
* man is a good phyfician, but he that is born fuch >'

Meaning that fome are naturally difpofed and fitted

lo this fcience. Indeed, I have known admirable
cures performed by men who never ftudied in aca-

demies, or could anfwer three queftions in anatomy ;

nay, fome women have a gift of this nature, and
are very fortunate in their practices. But, when all

is done, the beads are molt happy, who are all their

own phyficians by initinct.

Melee, I wifh thee fuch a fiate of health- as needs

no medicines : But, if it be thy misfortune to fall

into Parmenides's indifpofition, I counfel thee to

make ufe of the advice given him by a philofopher ;

who, when Parmenides- complained of a pain in his

ftomach, and afked his advice, bid him ufe fuch ani
fuch confections and electuaries : The other replied,
4 He had made trial of them all, and many more,
v yet found no eafe..'

c Then,' laid the philofopher,
4 turn poet,, for they generally have good ftomachs*'

Paris, 9th of the 7th Moon,
of the Year 1657.

LETTER XIX,

To the Kaimacham.

COurlers upon couriers are come to this city
with the joyful news thatMontmeli is furren-

dered to the French : For which the whole body of
the Partiament, and the city of Paris, the Chancel-

lor
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lor of the kingdom, with Cardinal Antonio Barbe-
rini and all the ecclefiafticks, went to the grand
mofque, or temple, where Te Deum was lung, this

afternoon, with a pompous folemnity. And now,
whilit I am writing, there is fuch a confufed noife

ofgreat guns, ringings of bells, and fhouts ofpeople,
that one would think it were enough to wake the
very dead, and make them ftart from their graves to

inquire what is the matter.

The truth of it is, this place is counted one of the
ftrongeft in Europe, and the inhabitants were not
infenlible of it when they made their conditions of
honour with the King. And therefore we need not
wonder at the excefnve joy of the French.
When the keys were delivered to the King by the

Deputies of the town, one of them, in the name of
the reft, made this following addrefs :

* Sire, We mould have had juft reafon to com-
plain of fortune, and accule ourfelves ofcowardice,
if we had furrendered this impregnable fortrefs to

the arms of a Prince lefs glorious and puiflant than
your Majefty : Since our very walls are of fufH-
cient ftrength to defend us, without taking up
arms, againft a power inferior to yours. But, in

regard it is the will of Heaven, that we mult
change our Mafter, we rejoice to fall into the hands
of fo invincible and generous a Monarch ; and we
hope, Sire, that your Majefty will fhew us the
more favour, for having ufed our utmoft efforts

to conferve an inviolable fidelity to the Catholicic
King, who but yefterday was our Mafter.'
This was fpoken with fo graceful an action, and

fuch a becoming franknefs, that the King, being
mightily pleafed with them, made them this anfwer :

' Yes, I mail always remember that your con-
stancy deferves my efteem. And now, confider-
ing you as my fubjecis, I will beftow iuch privi-

leges on this city as fhall oblige you to manifeft
no lefs courage and zeal for my fervice than you
have done for the Catholick King.'

And,
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And, to evidence that he has equal fentiments of

gratitude and efteem for his Officers, bywhofe cou-
rage and conduci: this important place is come un-
der his obedience, the King has bellowed the Go-
vernment of it on the Lieutenant-general of his ar-

mies, who was prefent at the fiege, and was fhot in

feven places of his body. They call him the Ma-
quis of Vandi. He has hgnaliied his valour in fix-

teen lieges and battles, being marked all over with
fears, the glorious characterifticks of an indefatiga-

ble and fortunate Hero.
It is fit the Divan mould be informed of all fuch

paffages ; not to inftrucT: them what to do in the like

cafes (for they are perfectly wife) but that thefe ex-
amples may be regiftered as fpurs to virtue and mag-
nanimity of fpirit. For it cannot be fuppofed, that

the Emperor of the True Believers will come fnort

of thefe Infidel Kings, in rewarding his faithful and
undaunted (laves.

'Marfnal de Ferte Seneterre has alfo had his mare
in the carefTes and acknowledgments of the King
and the whole Court.
This fuccefs has given a great damp to the Spa-

niards, who begin to retire as faft as they can from
the neighbourhood of the French armies. On the

other fide, thefe are full of vigour and brifk refolu-

tions, refolving not to end the campaign without
fome farther attempts in Flanders.

They creep by degrees into the very heart of that

province, which is very like to be the ftage of war,
io long as the King of Spain has one town left in

it. It is a very rich country, abounding in all the

defirable productions of nature. And the people

are very induftrious to learn and improve whatfo-
ever is profitable in art. All their unhappinefs lies

in this, that they are not able to protect themfelves,

and fubfift independent of one or other of the neigh-
,

touring Crowns. So that, whenever thofe Sove-
reigns fall out, thefe poor people are miferably op-
preiled with armies ; and, in this cafe, their friends

many times give them as much trouble as their ene-
mies.
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mies. Nay, itjfi- difficult to determine which are

their enemies, and which their friends. For to

whatsoever Mailer they are fubjeci:, he drains their

coffers of money by taxes and contributions, befides

the intolerable vexation of quartering unruly foldiers,

who commit a thoufand iniblences unpunifhed.
Poland is at this time in a bad condition, between

the armies of Sweden, Auftria, Brandenburgh, Muf-
covy, Tranfylvania, and the forces of King Cafimir.
The fon of the deceafed Emperor has fent a great

army to the aid of that unfortunate Monarch, and
it is confirmed on all hands, that they have laid

fiege to Cracow ; whilft his Ambaffador is nego-
tiating with the Elector of Brandenburgh, to draw
him off from the Swedifh interdi. This is like to
prove a war of long continuance, if the plague da
not make peace, which rages in thofe parts, and de-
ftroys many thoufands more than the fword or gun.
The Mufcovites have combated with this diffemper
above thefe two years, the Grand Duke being
forced to fly, with his army, like vagabonds, before
this inexorable Conqueror, which gives no quarter.

In the mean time, I hear ill news from Candia,
where, they fay, the Muffulmans have, in a late

attempt upon that city, loft above four thoufand
men, with thirty-four enfigns, and a confiderable
treafure. Thefe Infidels have alfo taken and de-
ftroyed, this fummer, above thirty mips of Barba-
ry, and as many more of Constantinople, Smyrna,
Aleppo, Scanderoon, &c. On board of one of
which they feized the yearly revenue which comes
to the Grand Signior from Scanderoon; and out of
another they have taken the revenue of Rhodes,
killed a thoufand True Believers, took half that
number captives, and releafed abundance of Chrif-
tian flaves : In a word, they have taken, out of the
feveral veffels which fell into their hands, an im-
menfe treafure of filver, gold, and precious (tones.
Thefe continual fucceifes of the Nazarenes would

tempt one to think, that this war was unjuftly com-
menced by Sultan Ibrahim, and therefore unhap-

pily
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pily carried on by his glorious fuccefTor, Sultan Ma-
homet. Pardon thè effecì: of melancholy, benign
Minifter, if it be a crime to think, that the Creator
of ail things is angry with thofe who violate their

folemn word and oath. Thou knoweft the whole
ftory of this war, and the firft occasions of it. I

fay no more.
They have a proverb here in the Weft, c That

c the voice of the people is the voice of God.' And,
though I approve not the practice of thofe who
make ufe of this popular aphorifm to foment {edi-

tions in a ftate, yet I cannot but own there is a

great deal of reafon in it, and it may be verified in

the prefent circumstances of Conftantinople.

Thou obferveft that the foldiers are mutinous, and
unwilling to ferve any longer in this unfortunate

war. Thou findeft the merchants, and, in gene-

ral, all forts of people, discontented and factious.

The avenues to that fanctuary of the world are

blocked up by the Venetians ; io that neither corn,

nor other neceflary proviiions,can be brought to fup-

ply the wants of fo many hundred thoufands of
people. In a word, thou feeft the publick calami-

ties have made them almoft defperate ; they care not

what they do : Peace with the Chriftians is the word
every-where, or elfe each impertinent mechanick
will prefage ruin to the Ottoman empire.

May God infpire thee and the other Minifters of

the Divan, in this calenture of the State, to apply

fuch remedies as may prevent the inconveniencies of
a domeftick war, which is always more fatal to a
government than a foreign invafion..

Paris, 17 th of the 8 th Moon,
of the Year 1657.

LET-
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LETTER XX.

To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew, at Vienna.

NOW thou giveft me forne folid hopes of a
convert. Thy letter has railed my expecta-

tion, iince it is not penned in a ltyle full of icruplc*

and infignificant doubts, which would be endiefs :

Nor yet does it favour of hypocrify and diffimulati-

on, as if thou intendeft only to mock me and my
faith, and ftill continue thyielf an Infidel. But it a-

bounds with very fair concefiions, articles of reafou

and honour on thy fide ; only expecting from me a

true and authentick account of our holy Prophet's

life, and of the miracles which can be produced in

confirmation ofhis prophetick office. Thouwouldelt
iain fee if any thing happened of this kind to ths

Mcftenger of God, parallel to the ftupendous won-
ders which recommended Mofes your Law-giver to
the world, as the undoubted oracle of Heaven.

I proteft there is no fault to be found in this de-
mand : For it is but reafon, that he whoafiumes the
character of a Prophet mould be diftinguifhed from
impoltures by fome evident ligns and wonders : Yet
it is needlefs to make an exact parallel, becaufe the

occafions ot~ Mofes's miracles were different from
thofe ofMahommed, the feal of the Prophets. Your
Law-giver had a commifiion, and power given him to

work miracles, when he pleafed : Whereas ours de-
clared, that he was not fent to work miracles, but to

preach the unity of the Divine efience, the refurrec-

tion of the dead, the joys of Paradife, and the tor-

ments of the damned.
Yet, left the unbelieving world mould doubt the

truth of his million, from his very birth, his life

was graced with many fupernatural favours. His
mother bore him without the leaft pain of body or

mind ; and, as foon as he breathed the vital air, he
fpoke with an audible voice, faluting his mother,
and adding, I profefs there is only one God, and that

I ain his Apoftle; He was alfo circumcifed by na~
ture,
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tare, coming into the world without his prepuce. At
the fame hour, the devils were forbid to afcend a-

bove the orb of the moon ; and four voices were
heard from the four corners of the i'quare temple :

The firil faying, ' Proclaim, the truth is rifen, and
* all lyars ftiall turn into hell/ The fecond uttering,
1 Now is born an Apoftle of your own nation, and
the Omnipotent is with him.' The words of the

third were, ' A book, full of illu-flrious light is fcnt
' you from God.' And the fourth voice was heard
to fay, ' O Mahomet, we have fent thee to be a Pro-
phet, Apoiile, and guide to the world !

When he was about four years old, accompany-
ing the fons of his nurfe into the field, the blelied

child retired into a cave, at the foot of the mountain
Uriel to pray : When the archangel Gabriel appear-
ed to him, and laid, ' Bifmillai rrahmani nahimi,
' &c. In the name of God, companionate and mer-
* ciful, O child greatly beloved, I am fent to dif-
* plant from thy heart the root of evil ; for thy eja-
* culations made the gates of Paradife to fly open/
The young religned onefaid, ' The will of thy Lord
4 and mine be done.' Then the angel opened his

breaft with a razor of adamant, and, taking out his

heart, fqueezed from it the black contagion which
was derived from Adam : And, having put the child's

heart in his place again, he bleiled him, and retired

to the invifibles.

From that time the young favourite of Heaven
grew up and profpered in all things, having the

imiles of God and man. He was under the tuition

of his uncle Abu Taleb, who, difcerning the mark of

an immenfe foul in his young nephew, was more fol-

licitous for his welfare than if he had been his fon.

His fortune being low in the world, he had no other

way to provide for his illuftrious charge, than by
placing him as a factor to Chadijah, a widow of the

fame tribe with Mahomet, which was the nobleit a-

mong the Arabians. Befides, fhe was very beautiful

and rich : And there wanted no hopes, that in time

fhe might become Mahomet's wife.

That
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That which chiefly encouraged them to this was
a vilion of Chadijab, every-whrre talked of in thofe

parts. For fhe had divulged it herfeif, long before

Mahomet became her fervant, cr his uncle had any
thoughts of thus difpofing of him. ' The Sun
* feemed to leave his heaven and come dov/n to her
4
houle, from whence hedifperfedhis beams through

' Arabia, Egypt, Perfia, and, in fine, throughout
' the whole earth.' This vifion had made a deep
imprefTion on the mind of Chadijah, and fhe could
not reft, till fhe had told it to a certain famous fage

in thofe parts, who had great (kill in altrology and
other myfieri ous fciences, and was celebrated for the
integrity of his manners. As foon as he heard the
contents of her vifion, he faid, ' In the name of
' God, O widow, enter into thy bath, and prepare
6
thyfelf with the necefTary purifications: For thou

' ihalt ihcrtly be married to the greateft Prophet in
i the world.' And when fhe afked the aftrologeiy
' What was the country, tribe, and name of her
c next hufband ;' he told her, ' He was an Arabian
c of Mecca, of the tribe of the Corel's, and that
c
his name was Mahomet.'
As yet the prophetick widow knew nothing of

the nephew of Abu Taleb. But thou mayeit ima-
gine fhe felt ftrange pafììons, when his uncle after-

wards recommended him to her fervice ; and me
knew that he was the man in whom the aftrologer's

character was verified, as to his country, tribe, and
name. For Mahomet was the fon of Abdalla, who
descended from the Bani Aichim, who were the no-
bler! family in the tribe of the Corei's. Who can
exprefs her fentiments, when fhe faw the beautiful

youth making his firft addrèftes to her as an humble
flave, whom fhe believed Fleaven had ordained for

the partner of her bed ! With what a grace and be-
coming modefty did he receive the laft inftrucjtions

and farewel of his parting uncle ! However, fhe

concealed her tranfports, and fent her beloved flave

with a caravan into Syria, allowing him a noble
penfion.

In
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In that journey there happened fomething very

remarkable in honour of the admirable young man.
For at a certain place on the road, as he waited on
the Captain of the caravan to a iynagogue of the

Jews, no fooner had Mahomet (et his foot over the

threihold of the fynagogue, but all the lamps there-

in were loofened from their cha'ns, and fell down on
the floor. All thofe of thy nation that were prefent,

being aitonifhed at the portentous accident, fell at

the feet of the Rabbies, defiring their advice in this

amazing circumftance. They, having performed
the accuftomed ceremonies and expiations, anfwer-
ed, ' It is revealed in the traditions of the Seniors,
' That, at what time foever an Arabian,'called Ma-
* hornet, mould be prefent at our folemnities, God
* mould remove the candlefiicks out of their places.
* It is therefore moft certain, that fuch a one is now
' among us ; let him not efcape our hands* left re-
* proach and contempt come on Ifrael.' But be-
hold, whillt. they were bufy in fearching for the
caufe of this prodigy, two angels conveyed Ma-
homet to Mecca, where he foon after married Cha-
dijah.

It were eafy to recount many more miracles in

the life of the Prophet ; fuch as that of the cloud
overfhadowing him ; the eagles perching on his

head when he was afleep ; the trees and ftones pro-
claiming him the Apoftle of God. And, if I were
to make parallels, I think the ftupendous cfefcent

which the moon made, at the prayers of the divine

Meffenger, comes not far fhort of that celebrated

diforderon Mount Sinai, when your law was deli-

vered by Mofes.
If thou required undoubted teftimenies for the

truth of this miracle on our fide, offer fomething that

is unqueftionable on thy own. We both equally con-
fide in the different re'eords of our nations, which
were penned by men as liable to temptations and
errors of all forts as thou and I, and all that believe

what they write. Therefore, unlefs thou canft ftart

fome more infallible authority, or prove the eternal

and
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and univerfal obligations of your law, than I can
to the contrary, thou lieft under a manifeir. disad-

vantage ; fmce I profefs, with our holy Prophet and
all the iVIu Hiilmans, that the Alcoran contains no-
thing repugnant to the law of Mofes, but is only a

more perfect and complete idea of the Divine will :

And that, as Mofes was the Lawgiver of the fons of
Ifaac, (o Mahomet was the Apoftlc of the fons of
Ifmael, and the feal of all the Prophets.

Ufe thy own reafon, and rather be of no religion,

than in the number of thofe to whom it fhall be faid

at the laft day, ' Drink, ye worfhippers of Ozair,
4 and be damned for ever,'

Paris, 10th of thè 9th Moon,
of the Year 1657.

LETTER XXL
To Dichieu HufTein, BafTa.

THERE has been a mighty quarrel of late be-
tween the French and Spanifh AmbaiTadors at

the Hague about precedency. The occafion was
this: One evening the French AmbafFador was riding

in a coach, in a place where the Spanifh AmbafTa-
dor met him in another coach, and, both ftriving for

the upper hand, "they met with their horfe's heads
one againft another, and fo flood ftill. There was
prefently a tumult of people gathered about them :

And, the French being more refpecied, many Gen-
tlemen came in to his lide with fwords and piftols ;

and all things teemed to portend a combat. But the
Magiltrates, having notice of this difturbance, fent

fome of the guards to keep the peace, and to defend
the AmbaiTadors from any attempts of the rabble.

In the mean while, feveral great Lords walked to

and fro between the Ambanadors, propofing expe-
S: :ats of accommodation : But, it being at the very

juncture
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juncture when the French AmbafTador had received

the news of the. furrender of Montmeli, he would
not in the leaft yield to any terms. So that, at the

lafl, the Spaniard was forced to drive out of the way,
thinking it a matter of fufficient triumph, that he
had flopped the French AmbafTador fo long.

There is a pofl come in from Denmark, which
brings news of the total deflruciion of Itzchow by
fire. This was a town belonging to the Danes, and
was fired by the King of Sweden's order. The
Danes are very unfortunate of late years ; they make
no figure in Europe. There is a period fet to the

grandeur of every kingdom and fiate, and the Danes
were once very victorious and formidable ; but now
their monarchy declines apace, to make way for the

riling luflre of the Swedes.
By fea the Dunkirkers make a great noife : They

have lately taken from the French twenty merchant-
veffels/and from the Engliih near half that number ;

but, if they have not better fortune than their neigh-
bours, the French will take their city from them ere

long. Every campaign makes a fair advance towards
it. I fent an account already to the Kaimacham of
the furrender of Montmeli, one of the moll impor-
tant places in Chriflendom. Now I acquaint thee,

that S. Venant, which has not fo great a character,

yet confiderable enough, yielded upon articles. This
was done on the 28th of the lafl moon. At this rate

the French priefls will have little elfe to do, but to

fing Te Deum for their repeated fucceffes and vic-

tories.

From Portugal we hear that Court, to fecure

themfelves the better againfl the Spaniards, have
fent to implore the affiftance of Morocco and Fez,
which is much cenfured among the Nazarenes.
Others fay they are only mefTengers^gone to buy up
all the horfes they can get in that country.

In the mean while the King of France is taking
all the politick meafures he can for the empire of the
Wefl. His AmbafTadors in Germany appear with
a magnificent train of three hundred men > and they

flyle
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ftyle their Mailer c His moft Chriftian Majefty,
' King of France and Navarre, Sovereign Prince
' in Germany and Italy ;' which laft is looked upon
as a fair flep to the title of Emperor.
The Councils of the German Court are not a

little disturbed to hear that our invincible forces are

approaching towards the confines of Hungary. It

will put fome ftop to the defigned election. Be-
fides, they cannot agree among themfelves about a

SuccefTor.

The Queen Chriftina of Sweden is come back
again into this kingdom, being frighted out of Italy

a fecond time by the return of the plague.

There is a war commenced between the city of
Munfter and the Bifhop of that place ; fo that he
has laid a formal fiege to it, and prefies them very
clofe.

All this is ofno fuch importance as the news that

I receive from Conftantinople, which allures me,
that the Mufiulrnans have retaken the ifles of Te-
nedos and Lemnos, though with fome lofs of men.

I wifh they could as ealily drive the Venetians out
of the Archipelago, and then the Imperial city

would have no longer reafon to complain for

want of bread.

Paris, 1 oth of the 9th Moon,
of the Year 1657.

LETTER XXIL

To Dgnet Oglou.

I
Know not what is the matter, but mofl of my
friends are of late grown itrange to me. They

write but feldom, and then their letters are full of
referves, as if they fufpected my integrity : Or, be-
caufe that I am commanded to inform the Divan
of all criminal practices, therefore they are afraid

S to
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to communicate their fentiments with the fame
freedom as formerly, though on themes no ways
belonging to the Hate, but purely fpeculative, and
the common difcourfe of all fcnfible men. Are you
become more monofe and rigid at Conftantinople
than you v/ere twenty years ago ? In thofe days, I

remember it was common, in the publick Coffee-
Hans, for MufTulmans, Greeks, Curds, and Franks,
or men of any other religion, to meet together and
vent their thoughts with- liberty: No man being
willing to be ffigmatifed with the character of a
clown for taking offence at another's faith, though
different from his own.

It was then efteemed a point of gallantry to fa-

vour the Chriffians of all fects, and let them talk

and 9& as they pleafed, provided they blafpheme^
not God or his Prophet. And they themfelves
would have condemned any of their own party, who
fliould have been guilty of fuch an immorality and
affront to the eitablifhed religion of the MufTulmans,
and the general fenfe of mankind.
But why then is the fame liberty retrenched now,

and thai among MufTulmans who are intimate

friends r Is it not now as lawful for us to converfe

with one another by letter, or any other way, as it

was then to enter into dialogues with Infidels ? I

would not encourage to imitate the bold and pro-

phane efforts of their wit, who deny the being of a

God, or utter blafphemies againft his Meffcnger :

The whole univerfe is an irrefragable teftimony oF

an Eternal and Omnipotent Nature : And the Al-
coran is an evident proof of the fanciity and indi f-

penfable coramiffion of our holy Lawgiver. But I

hope it >s no crime to enter into fpcculations of

things liable to controvcrfy. At leaft, I will ven-

ture to difclofe to xhee my thoughts, -who art the

mo ft agreeable of all my friends. I tell thee, my
dear Dgnet, it appears to me ridiculous, and like

the quarrels of children, forMuffulmans to wrangle
about mere trifles in religion, and that the refigned

to God fhould be zealous for the whimfies of men.
One
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One party believes the Alcoran is eternal; another

fays, it is created. In my opinion, they are both
abfurd affertions. The firft, becaufe then it will

follow that there are more Eternals than one, which
is a fair ftep to polytheifm and idolatry : The fe-

cond is only an impropriety of fpeech ; for we do
not ufually fay of any writing, that it is created but
penned.

I can eafily believe the manifold defcents of Ga-
briel from Heaven, when he brought down the hun-
dred and four /beets of fcience and faith. But, whe-
ther Adam had only ten of thefe fheets, or one-and-
twenty as fome fay ; or whether his fon Seth had
but twenty-nine of them, or fifty according to

others ; is not material according to my faith. It is

pofììble Edris had no more nor lefs than thirty, and
Abraham, our father, juft ten ( f thefe divine ma-
nufcripts. Of thefe we are fu re, that the volume
of the Law was fent to Moles, the Pfalms to David,
the Gofpel to Jefus the fon of Mary, and the mighty
Alcoran to Mahomet the feal of the Prophets.

It is eafy for me to believe the celeftial pen, with
which all thefe manufcripts were written, to be of
fome admirable fubftance. But why it fhould be
made of pearls rather than of diamonds, or any other

jewels, I fee no reafon : Or that it fhould be a

journey of fifty years, for the fwifteft horfe in Ara-
bia, to run from one end of it to the other. Yet, if

I have not faith enough for thefe things, I will not
be angry with thofe that have. Let every man en-
joy his fancy.

But I cannot be fo indifferent when I hear men
tell me, that God has a body like ours, with eyes,

ears, nofe, hands, tongue, and all other members,
and organs of life, fenfe, fpeech, and motion; that
he is fubjecl: to paffions of love, hatred, anger, grief,

and all the affections that are common to mortals.
Yet, thou knoweft there is a feci: of Mufkilmans
who believe all this, and preach it to others with
great afiurance. What is this, but to fet up an idol

in the place of God ? For the original of all idola-
Vol. V. K try
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try; was the vain prefumption of men, who repre-

sented the incorri prehenfible Divinity under Tome
uncommon vifible figure of men or beafts.

If we muft aflign a body to God, it would feem
more rational to adhere to their opinion among the

Sephatim, who fay his body is infinite, uncircum-
fcribed, and beyond all form. Neither is it of any
import, that the Weftern philofophers aftert it is

of the efience of all bodies to be circumfcribed and
finite. Since, though this may be readily granted

true of particular bodies, yet muft it ever be denied
of the immenfe and univerfal body out of which the

world is formed : Unlefs they will allow it unli-

mited and indeterminate unbodied fpace, which is

more unintelligible and ab turd. Doubtlefs, if the

eternal Mind has a body, it is expanded wide as

the endlefs aether, and equally prefent in all places :

Neither can this body be any more circumfcribed,,

confined, or fhut up in any place, than the light of
the fun can be reftrained wichin a room, or Separated

from its fource, by drawing of a curtain. For all

the world is pervious to this infinite body, which is

altogether indivifible into parts, even as that which
we call a fpirit. In a word, we muft conceive it to

be fimple and uncompounded, the fineft and faireit

matter of the univerfe.

But, if thou wilt have my opinion, all this is infi-

nitely too low and narrow an idea of that eternal

and moft exalted Efience, that intellectual beauty,

which no mortal eye has feen, no tongue nor pen
can defcribe ; the fmalleft glimpfe of whofe ineffa-

ble Majefty, falling in the thought of holy men and
Prophets, matches away their fouls in facred pafiions

and divine ecftafies, whilft their bodies are in the cuf-

tody of the angel of death. At fuch times they are

carried up through the feven heavens, beholding all

the wonders, and the purple fea, which divides the

fir ft heaven from the fecond. They pafs by the orbs

where fire, hail, fnow, and thunder are prepar d

and kept in refervato.ies againft the day of calamity ;

King guarded by Spirits of vengeance, who are cre-

ated
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ated to punifh Infidels. Then they afcend to the

fourth heaven, where dwell innumerable armies of
holy ones: Next to the fifth, where are the angels

of interceflion. Then to the iixth, which is the re-

fidence of archangels, the internuncio's or meflèn-
gersof the eternal Majefty. At laft of all they are

introduced into the prefence of the moff. fublime Po-
tentates and Principalities, who wait before the re-

cefs of the Creator in the Heaven above all Heavens,
whofe heighth tranfcends the power of eternal intel-

lects to meafure.

O Dgnet, when I have faid all I can, it \s no-
thing to thepurpofe ! For no word nor thoughts can
reach that Infinite above all infinity. Nothing but
pure unbodied minds can have accefs to the ikirts

and borders of that endlefs region of light.

Therefore let us not ftrctch our vain imaginations,

nor greedily pry into thofe fecrets which for ever fly

from human thoughts : But, keeping ourfelves with-
in the bounds of reafon and fociety, let us adore
God, and believe his Prophet^ obey the law of clear-

nefs and purity, without injuring man or beafl ;

and that is the way, if there be any, to afcend to the
vifion and enjoyment of that happinefs which at

prefent is hid from us.

Pari?, 5th of the i 1 th Moon,
©f the Year 1657.

LETTER XVI.

To the Aga of the Janizaries.

I
Received the difpatch coming from valorous
hands, an exprefs perfumed with Narcifius, full

of houourable words, and exhibiting a command
worthy of an Ottoman General. May the Angel of

Fortitude conduct thee in all thy expeditions againft

Infidels, Rebels, and Hereticks.

K 2
,

Thy
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Thy conceptions of the prefent fiate of Europe

are very proper and lively : Yet, in fome things, it

is porTible thou haft been mi fin formed. The affairs

of Italy are inconiiderable, when compared with
the more important wars in the North. That quar-
ter is at prefent the theatre of the moft remarkable
actions ;

yet the campaigns in Flanders this year
have made fome noife in the world.
But all the difcourfe at prefent is of the famous

fiege and taking of Frederic-Ode by the Swedes.
This is a fortrefs belonging to the King of Den-
mark, and efteemed on^ of the ftrongeft in Europe.
Yet it was taken by ftorm ; wherein the Danes loft

ninety-three principal Officers, and about three

thoufand common foldiers -

f thirty-three colours ;

feventy-feven great guns of iron and brafs ; three

hundred and eighty-two barrels of powder ; forty

thoufand mufquet bullets ; fix hundreo granadoes ;

three thoufand pikes, and two thoufand two hun-
dred fuits of armour.

This victory makes the Swedes appear terrible to

their enemies ; and they are looked upon as the only
fiourifhing nation in the North,, as France is in the

Weft. Yet, to mew that there is no mixed happi-

nefs here below, their intereft had been much lef-

fened by the defertion of theBrandenburgherS, who
now feem to favour the caufe of King Cafimir.

That Monarch had an interview lately with the

Elector of Brandenburg at a place called Branden-
burg j where they embraced one another, banquet-
ted together, and buried all the memoirs ofenmity In

generous compotations : P^or this is the way of the

Northern Princes of Europe, who live in fo cold a

climate, that nothing lefs than a debauch of wine
can thaw their frozen fouls

?
and melt them into an

obliging humour.
As for the fiate of England, I perceive thou

knoweft the character of Oliver, the new Sovereign

of that commonwealth. Yet I can inform thee,

that he begins to change his temper. There are

perfojis in his Court who give conftant intelligence

to
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to the King of France of all his fecrets. And as

the exiled King of Scots could not fnufF a candle
in a paffion, but that Uiurper had knowledge of it ;

ib neither can Oliver have a dream, but fome fpite-

ful Mercury carries the news into foreign countries.

His fleep is interrupted with fearful vifions of plots

and treafons againfr. his life ; which makes him
change his bed rive or fix times a night. They fay

he is metamorphofed from a hero to a perfect cow-
ard. And this is not the report of the multitude,
who take things upon truft ; but it is the fport of
the French Grandees who wifh well to the fon of
the late murdered Englifh King.

I muft be irregular in my method of writing, that

I may oblige thee with military remarks. A more
particular account of the ftorm of Fredericks-Ode
is juft come to my hands, wherein we are afTured,

that it was taken at the firft afTault, which much re-

dounds to the honour of General Wrangle ; and
that the Crown-Marfhal of Denmark, with many
Senators and Grandees, fell by the edge of the fword,
and that two thoufand captives were driven yoked
in couples like beafts, as an augmentation of the
Conqueror's triumph.
Thou wilt not be difpleafedat the little coherence

and order of thefe memoirs, confidering that it fuits

well enough with the fubjecl: ; for I write a la Cam-
pagne, as the French fay, and fo am obliged to en-
tertain thee with broken detachments of news, from
feveral parts, as occafion offers.

The Spaniards are ftark mad for the lofs of Mar-
dyke, which was taken by the Englifh and French
in the 9th moon, and all the garritoli fent prifoners

to Calais. They fwear they will have this impor-
tant place again, whatever it cofts them. The Prince
ot Conde lies dangeroufly ill of a fever at Ghent :

WhiHt Don John of Auftria labours under a mala-
dy of another nature, being much diftreiTed for want
of money to pay his foldicrs. This is looked upon
as a very bad fy-mptom in a General of an army.

K 3 The
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The great city of Cracow in Poland is furren-
dered by the Swedes to King Cafimir. That Mo-
narch begins to find a turn in his affairs, and it is

thought he will draw half the Princes of Europe in-
to a league againft the King of Sweden.

It will be of no great importance for thee to know,
that the liege of Munfter is raifed, and a peace con-
cluded between that city and their Bifhop : Yet it

is convenient that this mould be related to the Mi-
nifters of the Divan, who are the Judges of human
events. Befides, in one of my letters, I mentioned
this quarrel and iieee.

Illuflrious Aga, I have obeyed thy commands, in

fending thee an abifracì: of all the moil remarkable
transactions in Europe, during the laft three or four

mocns. I wifh it were as agreeable to any of my
friends to fend me the news of our armies and navy.

But I am more obliged to Grangers and Infidels

for the intelligence I have of the Ottoman -affairs,

than to any of the True Believers.

Brave Commander, may God preferve thee from
the common vices of a foldier's life, and make thee

as renowned as Caffim Hali, who was prefent in 25
pitched battles, received 48 wounds., and yet lived to

the 63d year of his age.

P.:.ri% 1 7 th of the 1 1th Meian,

-of the Year 1657.

The End of the Third Book,

LETTERS
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BOOK IV.

LETTER I.

To Card Hali, Phyfician to the Grand
Signior.

MO ST of my letters to the Grandees of the

Porte carry news of war, fieges, and battles

among the Chriftians. Now I wijftell thee, who
art my friend, I am at war with rnyfelf ; One po-
tent paìiìon takes the field againft another ; opposite

armies of affections are imbattled in my breaft : My
heart is blocked up. Here lies intereit intrenched j

there, honour difplays his ftandard : One minute,
nature and felf-prefervation make a fally ; the next y

they are beat back by generoiity and love. The
worft of it is, that thefe contrary affections in the
foul are fo blended together by a fecret corre-

spondence, that it is almoft iropofiible to difcern

winch is which.
K 4 Wouldcft
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Wouldeft thou know what the meaning of this is ?

I will tell thee in brief; I am in a con troverfy with
niyfelf, whether I had belt die or live.

Wonder not at the expremon, as if it were in any
man's power to make this choice ; fince, according
to the rVlufTulmans faith, we cannot haften or re-

tard the moments decreed by fate. AfTuredly, pre-
ddtination does not in the leaft interfere with what
is called man's free-will. Every the moft volun-
tary action of our lives complies as exactly with
the appointment of eternal deftirry, as the accidental

fall of a tile offa houfe, or a more regular and con-
front defcent of rain, fnow, and hail from the

clouds. And, for aught I know, we may as pro-
perly call it the free-will of a river to run to-

wards the fea, as for a man to purfue the various

currents of his own reafon or appetite. For fo a
fountain frequently divides itfelf into many ftreams,

before it falls into the ocean, which is its center.

And man himfelf, notwithftanding the boafted free-

dom of his will, is as much confined to act accord-
ing to his principles, prepofTeffions, prejudices,

paffions, and habits, as the different rivulets ifTuing

from the fame fpring are reitrained each within the
banks of its proper channel.

But, not to entertain thee with more allegories,

boni thou, «nd I, and all men find ourfelves violent-

ly carried away by certain inclinations fo forcible as

no power of our will is able to refift : Sometimes
cur love, hate, joy, grief, and fo the reft of human
paff-onsj are as voluntary as the motions of our

pulfe. And though, in the moft important actions

of our lives, we generally form fome regular defjgn,

as their fcope and center
;
yet we do many things

without reflection, as muhcians are fometimes faid

to play excellent tunes, without fo much as regard-

ing or thinking what they are about. By which it

h evident that our will has little to do in the con-

duct of our lives. We, like all other creatures, act

according to certain fecret impulfes of nature. The
very fame faculty^ which we call inftinct in the beaft,

Ì4
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is no other than what we term reafon, wifdom,
knowledge, difcretion, and forecaft in ourfelves.

And I think it is no folecifin to fay, that that was a

prudent dog, who, perceiving his mafter making rea-

dy a rope to hang him, flipt flily away, and never
came near him more.

Suffer me to make yet a farther digremon, and
afcribe it to fate. For I am on a fudden flrangely

interrupted in my thoughts by a molt furious tem-
peri: ; a medley of hail, rain, lightning, and thun-
der : And this laft, though not over-noify and loud,
yet it v/as the molt fingularly terrifying that ever I
heard in my life. There is a fort of thunder which
they call the drum, becaufe it approaches near the
found of that warlike inftrument, making a lively,

fierce rumbling in the air, like the beat of an alarm.
There is another more furprifing, like the roaring
of cannon ; but this had a touch in it of the molt
harm, affrightening, and irregular noife that ever
fhook the welkin.

I v/as polìèfìed with a deep melancholy, as foon as

I heard the horrid clatter begin, and faw the air

darken apace, with a more than ordinary gloomi-
nefs : Then I felt fome religious pamons ftruggling

with my reafon. I was full of fears, left God was
angry with me, for my counterfeited life among the
Chriftians : And imagined no lefs, than that this

tempeft was raifed on purpofe to deftroy me, and
make me an example to all Muflulmans, who dare
tjeny the holy Prophet, to ferve the intereft of the
Grand Signior, as much a mortal as themfelves.

Or, at leait, I concluded I mould tafte my mare of
the wrath of Heaven at this cholerick juncture. Nay,
and all the philofophy I could mufter together ferved

but to raife my difmal expectations of the fatal blaft.

Per I could not avoid thinking, that a wicked man
is a magnet which naturally attracts the vengeance
of Heaven ; and that I, being fuch in the higheft de-
gree, could not fail of having my foul fcorched up at

once to nothing, or metamorphofed to a fury (which
is wcrfe) by fome furprifing and inevitable flam.

K s For
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For to pafs from this life by lightning, poifon, or an
earthquake, are the only deaths I fear.

I fell on my knees and face, addreffing myfelf to

God with the moit humble and fervent devotion I

was capable of. I made my application alfo to his

Prophet. I faid and did all that I thought would
procure a refpite of the punifhment I feared. At
length, being tired and fick of too much prayer, I

rofe and fat down chearfully, remembering 1 was
a Muflulman, and reiigned to the will of Defliny :

Confidering alfo that 1 was an Arabian, of a noble
ftock, I refolved, if I muft die, to prepare myfelf
with a moderation worthy of my blood, that fo I

might go to the Invifibles like the grandfon of an
Emir.

Perhaps, thou wilt impute this to vanity: But I

eiteem it a point of juftice for a man to take care

that he may live and die like himfelf, without de-

generating from the virtue of his anceilors, or

bringing a difgrace on the tribe to which he belongs :

For, though God has created all men of the fame
mould, vet he has diitinguifhed one family from
another by more than fpecifick characters imprinted

on them in their nativity, and has ennobled fome
mortals with peculiar qualities and innate perfec-

tions which others are wholly ftrangers to: So there

are others remarkable for hereditary vi-ces.

Whether thefe things depend on the blood, or on
the different circumitances of fouls before they came
into thefe bodies, is a queftion not foon refolved :

But this I am fure of, that I find in myfelf both
fome virtues and vices, which I could never yet dif-

cover fo odly blended together m any other mortal*

1 am always campaigning on the frontiers of good
and evil

;
yet my paifions are not mercenary : No

Prince can tempt me to treafon or perfidy. I am
matter of a certain faftnefs of fpirit, which no hu-
man charm is able to difmantle. My integrity can-

not be warped by gold : And it is for this reafon I

i little value myfelf: Which makes me fometimes

inclined rather bravely to fally forth into the un-
known
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known world, than tarry in this, where I meet with

nothing but contempt and difefteem from the flaves

of him, for whofe fake I bear the fatigues of life.

Surely, think I, wherever it be my lot to go, after

my efcape from this mortal ftage, the fpirits of that

region will be kind to me for my incorruptible truf-

iinefs ; for they have intrigues as well as we, and,

>eonfequently, will be glad of a faithful agent.

In a word, lince all my zeal and loyalty are thought

not to merit any reward in this life, 1 would fain

try, whether at leaft I may not deferve to be a ghoft

of honour, if there be any fuch difrincYions in that

world of fpirits.

Paris, 17th cf the 12th Moon,
of the Year 1657.

LETTER II.

To Muftapha* BaiTa.

IS H A L L acquaint thee with a late tranfacHoti

in this kingdom, which, I believe, has but few
examples. The Kaimacham has already received a
difpatch from me, wherein I fignifled the return of
Chriftina, Queen of Sweden, into France : This
Princefs, lince her arrival at Fontainebleau, having
difcovered fome fecret treachery in one of her reti-

nue, who was an Italian Marquis, pronounced a
formal fentence of death on him : Which was ac-
cordingly executed on the 10th day of the nth moon,
by her own OiHcers, in a gallery of her palace, af-

ter he had been warned of it by her exprefs order,,

and had a ConfefTor fen-t to him- to prepare him for

another world.
When this was done, me immediately fent a mef-

•fenger to acquaint the French King with this action,

and the reafon which induced her to it. Some of

the Courtiers at firft perfuaded him, that the Queen '&

K 6 proceedings
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proceedings intrenched on his royal prerogative, he
being the iole arbiter of life and death within his

own dominions : Whereupon Monf. de Chaunut was
fent to expostulate with her. I have formerly men-
tioned this perfon in fonie of my letters, when he
was AmbafTador from th's Court to Queen Chrifti-

na, then reigning in Sweden. He is a Gentleman
of great abilities : And for that reafon he has been,

employed in the moft difficult negoeiations with the
States of Holland and other countries.

Yet people cenfure variously ; and the cafe has
b;en referred to the Doctors of the civil law, who
pronounced this fentence in her favour, ' That, be-
* ing an independent Sovereign, and, having the
4 King of France's pcrmifiion to refide in this realm,
4 the rights of Sovereignty could not be denied her
* over her own fubjecls : Such are to be efteemed
* all that are in her fervice and take her pay, except
* the fubjects of the State where fhe refides.'

The fwift execution of this Queen's fentence on
her fervant, in part, refembles the rigour of our Eafi>

crn juftice, which admits of no delays in punifhing
of criminal perfons, and removing traitors out of
the way ; neither is it to be diverted by any fear of

after-claps. And, though thefe Weftern Monarchs
generally put no man to death without a formal pro-*

c^fs at law, yet fometimes they have leaped over

this rule, and only gave the word of command to

fome of their Officers, and the bufinefs was done :

As in the cafes of the Marfhai de Ancre and the

Duke of Guife ; the one falling by a piftol-bullet,

the other by the llab of a dagger ; and both in the

King's own palace, furrounded with their fervants

and friends. And theie was no other way for the

Crown of France to fecure itfelf from the attempts

of thefe dangerous men, who were grown to fuch a
height, as to monarch it almoft as much as their

Matter.
Mighty BafTa, -.he charms of Sovereignty are very

Itrong, creating envy and ambition in fubjects, and
jealoufy in Princes* It is not fafe for an eminent

Grandee
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Grandee to appear too popular ; for he that is in-
verted with a diadem can never brook a rival, or one
whom he has reafon to fufpe<5t for fuch.

Paris, 1 5th of the ift Moon,
of die Year 1658.

LETTER III.

To Muftapha, Berber Aga.

THE Spaniards are all difiblved in joy for the
birth of a young Prince and heir of that de-

clining monarchy. It is faid that the King his fa-

ther appointed a folemn feftival throughout all his

dominions, commanding his fubjects to celebrate it

with the moft exalted demonftraiions of joy : And,
on that day, he himfelf wors theg|$bm of Kings
in his apparel, the very diamonds9||Lpearls in his

hat being valued at three millions of gold ; By which
thou mayeft. guefs at the reft. %
He has alfo communicated the joyful news to

all Chriftian Princes and States, his friends and al-

lies. And, indeed, he has fome reafon to make a

noife of this good fortune, being an old man, and,
in all men's opinions, not likely to have any more
children.

His Ambaflàdorsin foreign countries endeavour to

imitate their Prince in all manner of magnificent
triumphs, and particularly from Holland we have
the following account : That, on a certain day of
this moon of January, Don Stephano da Gamara,
the Spanifh AmbafTador at the Hague, caufed Te
Deum to be fung with excellent voices and mufick,
whilft fifty pieces of ordnance played continually.

At night a hundred and fifty pitch barrels were light-

ed on feveral fcaffoMs in the ftreets, and all the win-
dows in. the Hague were illuminated with wax ta-

pers s
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pers ; and thefe words were feen flaming in an ar-

tificial fire-work for two hours together ;

' ParVe, ut Magne PhILIppe,
' Profpere, proCeDe, & regna.'

I need not explain this infeription to thee, who
art verfed in the Roman language ; and wilt find

that all the fait of thefe words lies in the capital let-

ters pointing at the year wherein the young Prince
was born, viz. MDCLVII ; except a little pun
upon his name, which is Philip Profper- On each
fide appeared the arms of the Spanifh King ; and,

underneath, the Golden Fleece, fo artificially con-
trived, that from it fprung fountains of divers kinds

of wine, at which the multitude drank liberally for

feveral hours : Whilft many new-coined pieces of
gold and filver were fcattered among them out of the

Ambaflador's windows. They were ftamped with,

an olive-tree, having this motto on one fide ;

c Crefcente hac. Pax aurea crefcet.'

And on the other fide a hand, with this infeription

in a label,

Da'bit Populis Pacem.

The French ridicule this motto, and fay the King
of Spain will, e're long, deferve the title of Peace-
maker, when he mail be forced to fue for it, not
t>eing in a condition to carry on a war.

Illuftrious Officer, I know thou art well verfed

in the Roman hiftories, having been educated under
Achmet Lala, who was a learned man. And it is

probable thou art no Itranger to the more modern
relations of Europe, and the divers characters of the

people that inhabit it. Yet, give me leave to tell

thee, that Rome, in all its victorious bravery, never
faw a firmer foldier in a battle, than the Spaniards
are at this day; but the French have finer wits,

more money, and better fortune ; and it is this makes
them infult. Befides, Deftiny over-rules all things.

Every kingdom and empire has its clima&ericks,
wherein
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wherein it droops, declines, and, at 'the grand cri-

tical period, falls to ruin.

The Greeks had money enough, when the great

Sultan Mahomet befieged Conftantinople : But they
had not wit to ufe it for their own prefervation ; and
fo that city, the laft confiderable ftake of the em-
pire, was loft to the Ottomans, who foon after be-
came Matters of all the rett.

Thou halt wealth in abundance, and difcretion to

manage it: Slip no opportunities, but remember
the old Arabian proverb which fays,

c God has given
•* whole days to the fortunate, but to the unhappy
6 he affords only fome hours.'

Paris, 1 7th of the j ft Moon,
Gt the Year i6<8.

LETTER IV.

To Pefteli Hali, his Brother, Matter of the

Grand Signior's Cufloms at Conftantinople.

I
Remember my promife, though it be late. Thou
know-eft I have many hindrances, and therefore

wilt not tax me with feigning an excufe. However,
thy letter came to me in a good hour, to put me in

mind of thefe things, and to inquire of our mother's
kealth, who ftill refides in this city.

I have faid nothing of her fince my firft letter after

her arrival at Paris. And, to tell thee the truth, fhe

lias faid little herfelf, being ignorant of the French
tongue, and too old to learn it. Therefore her chief
conversation has been with Eliachim and me, above
thefe three years : For that Jew fpeaks indifferent

good Turkifh and Arabick.
If thou wouldeft know how fhe has fpent her time,

it is divided between her devotions and her needle.

She lives more reclufe than a Chriftian nun, feldom
«or never ttirring abroad, unlefs to take the air of the

£eMs,
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fields, and then fhut up in a coach with her maid.
In a word, her manner ofliving is a fit example for

the French women : For, in all things, flie obierves

the law of her education, and the modeit cuitonis

of the Eaft.

No argument can perfuade her to change her

Grecian garb, or drefs herfelf after the loofe mode
of Weftern females. Neither will me eat or drink
anywhere, but in the hou-fe of Eliachim, for fear

of infringing the precepts of the Alcoran, and dif-

obeying the Mefienger of God : For (he eileems the

diet of the Jews pure, and free from pollution. In
her pious motherly zeal me rebukes me for eating

and drinking with Infidels: And I have nothing to

fay in my defence, but the neceffity I lie under of

preventing fufpicion, that fo I may ferve the Sultan
With greater fuccefs, and that I have the Mufti's
difpenfation for this and many more irregularities.

When fhe hears this,(me lifts up her eyes to Heaven,
lays her hand upon her breaft, and appears refigned :

Yet fhakes her head, and feems to pity my cafe ;

not without fome reflections on the corruption of
the times, the impiety of the Seraglio, and want of
zeal for the holy rrophet.

She has her health to a miracle : And, excepting
the firft two moons after fhe came to Paris, I never
heard her complain of the leaft indifpofition. It is

poftible the change of air, with the inconveniencies

of travelling fo far by fea and land, might incom-
mode her at firft. She was for a while troubled with
rheums, obftruc~t.ions, and a dyfentery : But fhe

foon overcame thefe diftempers, and has ever lìnee

been perfectly well.

We often difcourfe together of thee and thy tra-

vels in the Eaft. Sometimes I read part of thy jour-

nal to her, which affords her infinite delight. She
congratulates herfelf and thy good fortune in

efcaping (o many perils and deaths as every-where

threaten a ftranger : And takes a particular delight

to hear thy adventures with the Indian Lad/, ai the

-Court of Raja Hulacu. Thou mayeft be- allured

our
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our mother bears a lingular affection to thee ; for

we never meet without vvifhing thee in our compa-
ny. She rejoices mightily to hear of thy profperity

and advancement in the favour of the Grand Signior

and his principal Minifters ; wifhing thee every day
a new ftep of honour and intcreft. Thou mayeft
alio reft fati^fied that Mahmut comes not Ihort of the

affection he owes to fuch a brother.

At other times we talk of our coufin Ifouf, who
is now in the frozen regions of the North. His iti-

nerary memoirs are alfo very pleafant ; and v/e pafs

fome hours in reading and comparing them with the

difpatches which I frequently receive from Mehe-
met, an exiled Eunuch in Egypt. For Ifouf is more
large in his defcription of that country, and his re-

marks on its antiquities, than any other part of A-
frica. Yet he fays enough of that fouthern quarter.

As to what I promifed to inform thee concerning
the pyramids, mummies, and other fmgu^arities of

Egypt, know that our kinfman Ifouf is a great cri-

tick, and gives the lye to Herodotus, Diodorus,
Strabo, Pliny, and other writers of Greece and
Rome. Neither will he confent in all things to our
Arabian hiftories.

He fays, the pyramids are neither fo high, nor
does their bails take up fo much ground, as is re-

ported by the ancients. He laughs at thofe who af-

firm they caft no fhadows at noon, having experi-

enced the contrary when the fun was in Capricorn.
And we may believe him in this, on good grounds ;

For it is recorded of Thales Mileftus, who lived

about two thoufand years ago, that he took the

height of thefe pyramids by their fhadows.
There are three of thefe admirable ftruciures net

far from Cairo, and about eighteen more in the de-
farts of Lybia. It is generally fuppofed that they
were built for the fepulchres of the Egyptian Kings,
tome of them before the flood, the reft after. There
are not wanting hiftorians who afTert the greateft

of the pyramids to be the tomb of Seth, the fon of
Adam,

Ifouf
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Ifouf was within this mighty fabrick, and attefts,

that, after he and his company had defcended and
atcended through certain galleries,, they came at laft

to a fquare chamber walled about with pure The-
baick marble ; in the middle of which was a cheft
of the fame ftones, which, when ftruck with the
foot, founded like a mufical inftrument. It is be-
lieved that in this cheft was laid the body of the
King who built that pyramid.
The ancient Egyptians were of opinion, that, even

after that which we call death, or the feparation of
the foul and body, there were certain arts to retain

them together j if not in fo ftricf. an intimate an
union as before, yet in a very familiar correfpondence
for many ages. So that the foul mould always take
delight to hover about the body, and to exercife its

faculties in the place where that was repofed.

For this reafon, in the firft place, they took out
the bowels, and whatsoever was moft liable to cor-

ruption : And, having warned the empty belly with
wine of palms, mixed with aromatick powders, they
ftuffed it with myrrh, caflia, and many coftly con-
fections, and then fewed it up. After this, they pu-
rified the whole body with nitre ; and, having drawn
out the brains by the nofrrils with a hook, they filled

up the fcull with melted gums. And, laft of all,

they fwathed up the whole body in filk, fmearing it

over with rich mixture of bitumen, fpices, and
gums, and fo delivered it to the kindred to be laid

up in the fepulchre.

Thefe are the preparations they made to court the

prefence of the foul, by rendering the body for

ever fweet and incorruptible. And, that the majeffy

of royal ghofts might never be interrupted or vio-

lated by the neighbourhood of vulgar fpirits, or the
ruder approach of mortals, Kings built thefe mag-
nificent piles, as the palaces of their laft repofe. It

is therefore they were erected in defarts and unfre-

quented places, and in fuch a form as was efteemcd
trie moft durable and fecure from the injuries of

time, the afTaults of the elements, and from the com-
mon
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mon fate of all human enterprifes. Each ftone is of
a prodigious bulk, and rivetted to the next with a

bar of iron : which, with the ftrength and invin-

cible failneis of the cement, renders it a thing im-
polììble for any of thefe pyramids to be demolifhed,

though all mankind were let to work for many fuc-

ceihve generations.

Al Mamun, the Caliph of Babylon, attempted to

do it, but in vain. For, after he had fethis men to

work, and been at vaft expences, they made but one
fmall breach fo inconfiderable, that, being made
fenfible it would exhauff. his treafures, to remove
but the hundredth part of the pyramid, he defifted,

full of wonder at the wifdom of the founders.

If it be true, that the foul may, by.fuch allure-

ments as thefe, be prevailed on to remain with the

body in its fepulchre, and that a man's future hap-
pinefs confifts in this, I mould myfelf admire and
imitate thofe Egyptian fages. I would, in my life-

time, build me a fmall maufoleum, according to

my ability, and order in my laft will and teftament,

that my body may be embalmed and condited for a
perpetual duration. But, if none of thefe arts can
alter the decrees of Deftiny, or force an immortal
fpirit, from ranging where it pleafes, I muft con-
clude with Pliny, that this celebrated wifdom of

the Egyptians was no other than glorious folly, and
all the magnificence of their Kings, in building
iuch coftly fepulchres, but royal wafte.

They themfelves, in thus cautioufly providing to

fecure the foul's abode with the body after death, ta-

citly owned, that, by the courfe of nature, it would
immediately pafs into fome other. Nay, the tranf-

migration of fouls was an eftablifhed doctrine in E-
gypt. How then could they be fo blind as to ima-
gine a dead carcafe, however perfumed and fenced
againft corruption, was more inviting than an em-
bryo formed to live ? Or, that it was more eligible

for the foul to be imprifoned in a dark dungeon (for

no better are the infides of the pyramids) than to

enjoy the light of the fun, moon, and ftars, and the

variou
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various fweets of the element ? Brother, in my opi-
nion, it were better to be a bird, a worm, a fly, or
any living thing, than to be thus immured for many
ages, and have no other companion but an old fak-
ed mummy.

Ifouf has made fome remarks on the river Nile,
to which, he fays, Egypt owes not only its corn and
fruits, but alfo the very foil which brings them forth.

For every year, at the time of inundation, that ri-

ver brings along with it from ^Ethiopia, or fome
other regions through ;vhich it palfes, abundance of
/lime and mud, with which it covers all the land of
Egypt, leaving it behind at the decreafe of the wa-
ters ; fo that the foil of Egypt is borrowed from
other countries. And, if this be true, for aught we
know, the place cf its fituation may be borrowed
from the fea, according to the opinion of fome an-
cient philofophers.

Herodotus, Pliny, and others were of this perfua-

iion, grounding their conjectures on the nearer ap-
proaches of the continent to the ifland Pharos, from
the time of Homer, who exactly calculated its dis-

tance. And they concluded, that the immenfe
quantities of fiime, which the Nile tranfports from
tne mountainous regions of Africa, might in the

fpace of two myriads of years have filled up all that

part of the fea, which is now firm land, and called

Narpfc

.

if this be true, it feems to be very itrange, that

the Egyptians mould boaft of greater antiquity than
any other nation in the world, though their coun-
try itfelf be the youngefr of all the regions on earth,

an abortive fpot of ground, hatched by a river in the

depths of the fea, and ever fince cherifhed by that

river, as by a parent or nurfe, which ceafes not to

convey to it yearly a convenient proportion of ali-

ment, whereby the country itfelf grows in bulk, and
the inhabitants are maintained. O admirable Pro-
vidence of nature, who can penetrate into thy myf-
terious conduct ? O Egypt, abounding in prodi-

gies and wonders ! Where the land and water, with
ail
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., >riipir« to render tiiec all over
us.

ar Perieli, I am tranfported, when I think of
that region, and could relate a thoufand more pre-

fixes, both out of Ifouf's memoirs, and from the

mouth of others, who have travelled thither to ob-
ferve fo many miracles. But, I believe, thy patience
will be fufficiently tired with the length of this let-

ter. Befides, my mother is juft come to vifit me,
and defires me to recommend her unfeigned affections

to thee.

Be allured alfo, that Mahmut loves thee with the
integrity of a man, and the tendernefs of a brother:

Ana he ferves thee in all things without repining.

Paris, 17th of die 1 ft Moon,
of the Year 1658.

LETTER V.

To the Kaimacham.

TH E Venetians are very angry for the Iofs of
Tenedos ; and not without reafon ; for that

ifland is a delicate fpot of ground, abounding in rich

wines, and other products of nature : Befides, it

commands the avenue of the fhining city, the re-

fuge of mortals.

They varioufly relate the manner of its being

taken from them by the arms which no earthly pow-
er is able to refill. Endeavouring, in all their ru-

mours, to difguife the truth as much as they can,

and mifreprefent the bravery of the Ottomans ; that

fo the actions of their own Generals may make the

greater figure.

Thefe Nazarenes have a bad caufe, and therefore

-are compelled to make ufe of fhifts and equivoca-
tions to fupport it. They are quite degenerated

from the integrity of the primitive iollowers of Jefus.

3 ln
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In a word, they make good the character of the an-
cient Candiots ; of whom a certain Poet fays, ' they
4 are thorough-paced lyars, ravenous beafts, and
* gluttonous drones.'

It is believed in thefe parts, that, when the Vene-
tians quitted the ifland, they departed not without
revenge, fetting fire to a mine, and blowing up fe-

veral hundreds of the Mahometans into the air.

However, they have for ever profcribed and ex-
communicated Girolamo Loredan and Giovanni
Contarmi, in whofe curtody the chief fortreffes of
the ifland were, accufing them of cowardice and
treachery : Offering alfo two thoufand fequins to

any that feizes on them within the dominions of
Venice, and three thoufand to him that kills them
in another country.

I know it is in the power of the all-commanding
Porte to protect thefe exiles, if they are within the

territories of our Sovereign ; much more, if they
fhelter themfelves in that fanctuary of the diftrefied.

But thou, and the other fupreme Minifters, are beft

able to judge whether thefe Infidels merit fo great a
favour.

Perhaps, their cafe may be like that of Nadaft,
Governor of Buda, when Solyman the Magnificent
befieged that city. ForNadalf. was a man of invin-

cible courage and fidelity, but was betrayed by the

foldiers, who bound him in chains, and delivered

up the city and calile to the victorious Sultan. That
brave hero, understanding their treachery, and the

refolution of Nadaft, fet him at liberty, and pre-

fented him with noble gifts ; but commanded the

perfidious garrifon to be cut in pieces ; a due reward
of their treafon. For, though Princes often make
ufe of traitors to ferve their own defigns, yet, when
the work is done, they commonly purfue the hated

inftruments, with the effects of ajuft contempt and
indignation.

Plutarch, the Greek hiftorian, abounds with in-

ftances of this nature ; fo do Herodian and other

Roman authors. But no example of punifhment in

this
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this kind f:ems fo proportionate, regular, and in-

genious, as that which Brennus, King of the Gauls,
caufed to be inflicted on a virgin of Fphefus, who,
when he befieged that city, promifed to deliver it

into his hands on condition that his foldiers would
beftow on her all the ornaments of gold, which they
had plundered in the wars of Afia, and wore about
them as trophies : For, when (he had performed her

contract, the wife General, to do his part, caufed

this virgin to fit down on the ground ; and then, eve-

ry foldier in his army calling his plate into her lap,

jhe was opprefTed with the infupportable weight,
and buried alive in a heap of gold.

I do not mention this as if the like were due to the

Venetian Captains. I refer the judgment of fuch
things to my Superiors, Minifters of the blefìèd

fanòtuary of mankind.
It is poffible the Vifirs of the Bench thought me

dead or turned renegado, becaufe they have not re-

ceived any news from me thefe five moons. But I

tell thee neither men nor devils can corrupt the

faith of Mahmut. But, by the God of my vows,
there is not a more trufty man in the univerfe.

All the reafon of my filence was the height of
the waters, which feemed to threaten the earth with
a fecond deluge. Germany was a fea, and Flanders
a lake, for above three moons together ; fo that it

was impoffible for the port to travel. There were
feen alfo ftrange fpectres of fire in the air; and the

people of Brabant were alarmed with uncouth noifes

in that element.
Perhaps, illuftriousKaimacham, thefe are thelaft

preparation to the grand cholick of nature, when
wind, water, and firefhall ftrive to turn this world
into its old chaos.

Paris, 3d of the 6th Mow,
Of the Tear 1658.

LET-
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LETTER VI.

To Solyman, his Coufin, at Conftantinople.

MORE melancholy ftill ! Wilt thou have no
companion on thy exiled uncle, but harangue

him to death with thy religious jargon ? Believe me,
thy letters of this kind are as irkfome to me, as the

continual din and babbling of boys is to a poor,

weary pedagogue. I forbid not thee to write to me,
and that as often as thou wilt : It is a comfort in my
banifhment to hear from thofe of my blood. But
let me beg of thee to alter both thy theme andftyle.

Leave fpiritual things to the Mollahs and Imaums ;

and let thy thoughts be taken up in things belong-

ing to thy trade. In that be as inquifitive as thou
canft. Bend thy mind wholly to make new disco-

veries and improvements in that, and it will turn to

thy advantage. At thy hours of leifure, I counfel

thee to read hiftories, and, fometimes, go into com-
pany : There is much to be gained by converfing

with men of fenfe. Such will ferve as mirrors,

wherein thou mayeff. behold humanity in its proper

figure, and the deformity of that vizard, with which
error and fuperftition difguife our nature. They will

corredi: thy miitakes without putting thee to the

blufh. Wit and reafon fhall flow from their tongue,
as foft harmonies breathe from the pipes of an or-

gan, which clear the fpirits, and ferene the heart

that was clouded with fadnefs.

The imperial city is full of fuch, both natives and
Grangers. Call them out from the mixed multi-

tude, and make them thy companions, without re-

garding the difference of religion, whether they be

?vlu fluìmans. Franks, Armenians, Jews, or otlfers.

Above all things fhun the fociety of bigots ; and

number not thyfelf among thofe who are opinio-

nated, becaufe they profefs the True Faith : For

what fignifies that, if their lives be vicious r I tell

thee,
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they are worfe than the Infidels. Give no heed to

.fortune-tellers, and fuch as pretend to aftrology
;

for, whilit they boaft of knowing other mens fates,

they are ignorant of their own. And, if there -be any
truth in that fcience, one may fay their ignorance
in it affronts the ftars, and often provokes them to

haften their own ruin. AfTure thyfelf they only
amufe the world with portentous ftories, to get fame
and money.

Afibciate thyfelf with none but.prudent and mo-
derate men, whofe morals are not leavened with a

too furious zeal; who look not fupercilioufly ar.d

with difdain on a Frank, as he walks along the
fireets ; much lefs offer him an indignity, when he
goes about his honeft bufinefs, under the protection
of the Grand S igni-or. It becomes none but Jani-
zaries and ruffians to be guilty of thefe incivilities to

ftrangers. The law of nations, and the particular

commands of our holy Prophet, oblige us to treat

fuch with all humanity and tendernefs. Befides, it

is reflecting on the juftice and hofpitality of the
magnificent Porte, which is the refuge and fan&uary
of all the earth, that a ftranger cannot walk the ftreets

in peace. Defpife no man on the fcore of his reli-

gion ; for there are no factions in Paradife : But
confider, that, whilft thoufands of Muffulmans mall
go to hell for their wicked lives, fo an equal num-
ber of thofe we call Infidels may be received into the
manfions of the Bleffed for their virtue,

Thou feemeff to be much concerned for thy foul :

Thy letter abounds with over-much care in this

point. In being too follicitous, it is evident thy
faith is fmall. Every line is tinólured with fad ex-
pressions about the perils, fnares, ambumes, hooks,
gins, and I know not what other devices the devil

has to ruin thy poor foul, as thou calleft it. Cou-
fin, Doft thou know what the foul is, about which
thou keepefl fuch a pudder ? If thou doff, it is more
than I do ; and yet I have been fearching and prying
into it above thefe thirty years : I mean, from the time
that I firft began to think and confider of things :

Vol.V. L But
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But am as far to leek as ever I was. Neither could
all the wife men of" old, the philosophers and fages,

for aught I perceive, agree in their verdict about this

ipyfterious thing which we call the foul.

One will have it to be ' Only the fineft. part c f
* matter in the body;' another fays,

c
It is the air

* which the lungs fuck in, and difFufe through all
* our members.' A third fort affirm it to be ' A
* mixture of air and fire.' A fourth, ' of earth and
4 water.' A fifth calls it ' A complexion made up
* of the four elements, a kind of quinteffence,' and
I know not what. The Egyptians called it ' A
* certain moving number :' And the Chaldeans, ' A
* power without form itfelf, yet imbibing all forms.'

Ariftotle called it ' The perfection of a natural bo-
dy.' All thefe agreed, that it was corporeal, and as

it were extracted from matter. The beli: definition

among them is not worth an afper.

But there were men of fublime fpeculations, who
affirm the foul to be 'A divine fubftance, indepen-
dent of the body.' Of this opinion were Zoroafler,

Hermes Trifmegiltus, Orpheus, Pythagoras, Plu-
tarch, Porphyry, and Plato. The laft defined the

ibul to be ( a felf-moving efTence, endued with under-
standing. ' But, when they have faid all, I prefer the

modefty of Cicero, Seneca, and others who acknow-
ledged they were altogether ignorant what the foul is.

There was no lefs difagreement among the phi-

lofophers, about the feat of the foul. Hippocrates

and Hierophilus placed it in the ventricles of the

brain. Democritus affigned it the whole body.

Strabo was of opinion it refides between the brows ;

Epicurus in the breaft. The Stoicks lodged it in

the heart, and Empedocles in the blood. Which
laft feems to be the moft current opinion of the Eafr.

to this day : In regard both Mofes the law-giver of
the Jews, and Mahomet our holy Prophet, afTerted

the fame, and for that reafon forbad flefh to be eat-

en with the blood.

But be it what it will, either corporal or incorpo-

real, a fubfta&ce or an accident j whether it dwell in

the
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the head or in the feet, within or without the body,
there is no certainty in thefe things, neither can we
be afiured what will become of it after death. There-
fore, it is in vain to difquiet thyfelf in fearch of a

myftery that is hid from mortals : And equally foolifh

it will be to frighten thyfelf with an imagination of
hooks, gins, and fuch-like chimaera's, which thou
fuppofeft the devil is bufy with to intrap thy foul.

It is a wonder thou art not afraid to fleep, left he
fhould catch thee napping, and fteal thy foul from
thee. I would fain know what fort of tools he mufr.

ufe to take hold of a fubftance more thin and im-
perceptible than a fhadow, or how he will be able

to feize and run away with a being active and free

as thought.

Couiìn, ferve God after the manner of thy fore-

fathers ; love thy friends, pardon thy enemies, be
juft to all men, and do no injury to any beaft. If
thou obferveft this rule, thou mayeft defy the devil,

for thy foul is in fafe cuftody. God is nearer to

thee than thou art to thyfelf. He is in the center of
every thing, and is himfelf the center of all things *

In a word, he is all in alL

Paris, 3d of the 6th Moon,
of the Year 1658.

LETTER VIL

To Afis, BafTa.

NOW the fcenes are changed in Europe, ene-
mies are "become friends, and thofe who pro-

fefTed a mutual friendfhip are at open defiance. Con-
stancy is a vice in politics ; and a dexterous way of
fluffing from one engagement to another, for inte-
reft, is efteemed the only State virtue.

I have already intimated to the Divan the war
which broke out laft year between the Swedes and

L 2 Danes*
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Danes. The latter began it by a folemn proclama-
tion, fending a Herald at arms to the Swedifh
Court, and difpatching Ambafladors to all his al-

lies in Chriftendom, to give them an account of all

his proceedings. Now I fhall entertain thee with
a fhort idea of this war, by which thou wilt com-
prehend, that the Danes are either much degene-
rated from the valour of their anceftors, who for-

merly made the mofr. terrible figure of all the nations
in the North : Or elfe they are lefs obliged to For-
tune, who has not favoured them with fo many fuc-
cefTes and triumphs of late, but rather expofed them
to the infults of their enemies, and the contempt of
all men.
When the King of Denmark firft proclaimed his

war, he had a fair advantage of the Swedes, who
at that time were forely intangled between the Po-
landers. Germans, and Mufcovites, and had more
need of helps than hindrances. Yet, King Gufta-
vus turning part of his forces into Holfiein, Schone-
land^ and Juitland, he took one part after another,

till he had over-run thofe provinces in the fpace of
fix moons : And reduced the Danes to a neceffity of
compofition, and that on fuch difhonourable terms,

iLS renders them the fcorn of their neighbouring na-
tions.

On the 13th of the 3d moon, the two Kings had
an interview near Copenhagen, the capital city of
Denmark : For fo far had the fortune of the Swedifh
arms carried their victories. They eat and drank
together feverai times, and converfed privately fome
hours. At laft a firm peace was concluded between
them, and they concerted the meafures of a perfect

friendfhip.

But, before this, the Dane had been forced to yield

up Schoneland, with Elfimberg, which command-
ed half the Baltick fea. He furrendered alfo the pro-

vinces of Blakin and Halland, with a very ftrong

caule ; the ifland of Burtholme, ten fhips of war,
and obliged himfelf to pay a million of dollars, and

to maintain four thoufand horfe and foot in the King
of
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of Sweden's fervice, and give free quarter to ali

the Swedifh forces till the 5th moon. Thefe are

fuch dishonourable articles, that the King of Den-
mark has quite loft himfel fin the efteem of all his

allies. They call him a poor-fpirited Prince, not
worthy of fupport or alTiftance.

In a word, ferene Balla, it is like to fare with him
as with ether unfortunate men, who, when they are
once falling, every body will help to throw them
down. Therefore conferve thy honour as the only
bulwark of thy intereft and life»

Paris, 3d of the Cth Moon,
of the Year 1658.

LETTER VIII.

To the Mufti.

BY the faith of a True Believer, I fwear the

Chriftians are enemies to themfelves, if they

do not embrace the project of a certain Jefuit.

They are no friends to their MerTias, if they reject

fo regular an idea, fo reformed a model of the Na-
zarene empire, as this fage has lately propofed to

the Pope and the Cardinals.

He lays his foundation very deep, and draws his

examples from the practice ©f Peter, the Prince of
the firft twelve Chriftian Caliphs, whom the Franks
call the apoftles of Jefus the fon of Mary. For, ac-

cording to their traditions, the Merli a^, before he
afcended to Heaven, left an exact, pattern of th«s

empire he defigned to eftabliih on earth. He divided

this empire into twelve diftincf. provinces, accord-
ing to the number of his apoftles and vicars, align-
ing to each that quarter cf the world where he was
to prefide, as Moles had formerly cantonifed the ho-
ly region of Paleftine among the twelve tribes that

aefcended from Jacob.
L 3 Btit
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But the happy fon of Mary being a far greater

Prophet than Mofes, or any that had gone before
him -, they fay he would not be contented with di-

t

mi native territories, or dominions difproportionate
' to his ineffable defcent and original. Therefore he
jefclved on the conqueft of the whole earth ; com-
manding his Vicegerents to difperfe them through
all nations according to a certain method, andpre-
ciaim his laws to every creature on the globe.

Venerable Prefident of the Faithful, 1 relate thefe

things, as I receive them fiom the mouths and pens
of learned Christians, who may be prefumed to

know their own hifrory. Thou wilt, perhaps, ex-
pect to hear of armies immediately railed ; of camps,
battier, and neges ; of devaluations by fire and fword -

r
forming of cities ; and famifhing the more impreg-
nable fortreffes : In a word, I believe thou lookeri

for a relation of campaigns and victories more glo-
rious than the atchievements of the Roman Caefars,

more fortunate than the fuccefies of Alexander the

Great ; But, I tell thee, all the regiiters and ar-

chives of the primitive Chriftians cannot furnifh us

with any memoirs of this nature.

Their Gcfpel mentions no warlike undertakings,

not Co much as the drawing the fword, by the fon of

Mary, or any of his followers, unlefs in a private

rencounter, when Peter, the Lieutenant of the

Mefnas, inflamed with a pafllon to fee his Matter
betrayed bv Judas, his Kahyar or Tefterd, and rude-

ly affaulted by Malchus, a flave of the Jewiih Muf-
ti, the valiant apolide drew his fcymetar, and cut off

the fellow's ear.

Believe me, O rnyfterious Doctor of the MuiTul-
mans, I have perufed the four hiitories of the life of

Jefus, written by thofe who were eye-witnenes of

his actions : And I find indeed that he once faid to

thofe of his retinue,
4
I come not to fend peace on

* earth but a fword.' Yet, by the fequel, it is evi-

dent, that, when he examined what weapons his

followers had, and they told him but two fwords,

he fcemed to be well fatisfied, faying, ' It is enough ;

though
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though a moment before he bad him among them
that had no fword fell his robe and buy one.

And I have feen a difpatch lent by Paul, one of

the^ primitive Chriftian Caliphs, to the Nazarenes
at Ephefus ; wherein he counfels them to put on
complete armour, as helmet, breaft-plate, fhield,

buflcin, fword, and the reft.

Befides thefe paflages, or fuch-like, there is no*

military difcourfe throughout the book of the Gof—
pel ; much lefs any relation of battles, iieges, or
ànV martial exploits. And the Chriftian Mollahs,
or Doctors, interpret that letter of Paul's in a myi-
tical feftfe.

Wiit thou know then, haw the Melius and his

apolli es fubdued the world : I will tell thee it was
by exemplary virtue and good works, by miracles,

and evident demonstrations of a fupernatural power
amfting them. For they fpoke all languages, yet

were moll of them illiterate perfons ; they cured the
deaf, the blind, the lame, and the paralytick, with-
out the methods of furgery or phyfick. They caft

out devils ; raifed the dead ; and, finally, perform-
ed fuch and fo many ftupendous actions, that the

world became captivated to their doctrines and laws,,

and willingly fubmitted to a yoke which feemed to

come from Heaven. With divine eloquence, and
the dint of irrefutable reafon, Peter the Prince of
the Chriftian Caliphs, fubdued the minds of his-

aftonifhed auditory one day in Jerusalem ; fo that,,

before the fun went down, he gained five thoufand
profeiytes. The fame of thefe things was foon.

fpread through the adjacent counties and divers

remote provinces ; and the number of the converts-

was proportionably increafed. In a word, all that

embraced the faith of Jefus furrendered both them-
felves and their eftates to be intirely difpoied of at

the pleafure of the apoftles. So great and unreferved

an attachment had they for the vicars of their God-
Now the forenamed Jefuit, confidering theie

things, and comparing the ftate of thofe devout
fcraes with the libertinifm, divifions, wars, and

L 4 general
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general.contempt of the prieithood among the Chris-
tians of fucceeding times, andefpecially in this pre-

fent age, attributes the fouree of all thefe evils to

the ill conduce of the apoftles themfelves, and their

fucceffors in the primitive times,, who did not fuffi-

ciently improve the advantages they were polieiTed

of, when the pious multitude would willingly have
made them Lords of all things. For, fays he, by
tl\e fame method and reafons might they have claim-
ed the dominion over the eftates of Kings and Em-
perors themfelves,. as over the goods and lands of
the meaneir. profclytes : Since they were all equally
fons of the church, and fubjecls to the dilcipline

and laws of Jefus.

This Eccleiiaftical Politician therefore mightily
blames Pope Sylvelter, who fat in the chair of Pe-
ter, when Conliantine the Great became a Chrif-
tian, being the firfr. of the Roman Emperors who
embraced that faith. Ke accufes him, 1 fay, of

weaknefs and a mean fpirit, for accepting of that

donation, which to this day is called the Patrimony
of the Church,, and comprehends all the temporal
elates the Roman Fon tiffs can boaft of. Whereas
he ought to have claimed an intire refignation of
the whole Roman empire into his hands, as fupreme
Vicar of God on earth. This would have been a

pattern,, fays he, to all the Kings and Princes of the

earth, who thought tit to turn Christians. And fo

the dominions of the world had all fallen to the fhare

of the priefts.

Neither eould it appear difficult, in his opinion, to

have reduced the greateft Monarchs to fuch a for-

getfulnefs and contempt of their.royal birth and air

the potent charms of a crown : Since the fame rhe-

torick, which perfuaded them to be followers of the
MelTias, would alfo have convinced them of the vani-

ty of all earthly enjoyments, and of the obligations

they had to be mortified, and to purfue their claims
to diadems of a more exalted degree, the ineffable

legalia of Paradife»

But
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But fince things are thus in their prefent fiate,

and the Chriftian Princes retain their fovereignty,

without any other dependence on the Pope, faving

in matters purely religious ; this Jefuit propofes*

that the Roman Pontiffs would either firff reform
their own lives and court to the height of that pri-

mitive and apoftolical purity, v/hich mines fo emi-
nently in the earlieft Governors of the church ; and
by that means perfuade all the Monarchs in Chrif-
tendom to become their fubjecis : Or elfe compel
them by force to take the order of priefthood, and
fo turn their crowns into mitres, their kingdoms
into ecclefiaflical commonwealths, where all the

publick offices of State, feats of Judicature, and,
in fine, the whole fyftem of the civil and political

administration mould be managed by the priefb in

a fubordinate dependence one of another, accord-
ing as their feveral characters required. By which
means all Chriftendom would be foon united into

one eccleliaftick Empire, whereof the Pope mould-
be the fupreme Head in temporals as well as fpi-

rituals.

What I have rekted is not only this man's pri-

vate project, but the univerfal aim of his whole or-

der : And thoufands of other priefls and dervifes

are caballing in all courts and countries of Europe
to bring it to pafs.

Venerable E fad, if God mould fuffer their con-
trivance to take effect:, it is to be feared our wars with-

Chriftians would be as expenfive and troublefome,

if not more fatal to the Muffulmans interefls, than?

when thefe Infidels formerly, laying afide their pri-

vate feuds, banded .together to conquer the H0I3?

Land.

Paris, 25th of the 7th Moon,,
•f the Year 1658.

L 5 LE TV
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LETTER IX.

To Abdel Melee Muli Omar, Prefident of

the College of Sciences at Fez.

I
Received the pacquet of venerable import, con-
taining facred counfels, and acceptable intelli-

gence, replenifhed with noble memoirs, and illuf-

trious remarks, fage precepts, and refined improve-
ments in philofophy, and the myfterious fciences of
nature.

With abundance of affection and joy I read the

character of Mufu Abu'l Yahyan, and the encomi-
um of his wifdom and virtues. May a coniteli ation

of fuch lights always adorn that renowned college,

and from thence difperfe their learned influence and
rays, not only through Africa, but over all the

earth ; that Fez may be numbered among the cities

whofe fame is fweet ; that it may be ranked with Je-
yufalem the holy ; Mafre the ancient ; Medina Tal-
nabi the chafte ; and the falutiferous Babylon ; ac-

quiring a peculiar title of honour, an attribute wor-
thy of refpect, when men fhall every-where call it

Fez, the Mother of Sciences.

My foul has been very inquifitive and reftlefs for

many years, and I think this is owing to my capti-

vity in Palermo : For, before that, whilft I lived at

cafe in the Seraglio, bafking under the warmer in-

fluence of royal Majefty, the facred prefence of the

Grand Signior, who, like the fun gives motion,
heat, and life to all things ; I never regarded books,

or once applied my mind to ftudy any thing, but
how to acquit myfelf in my ftatión, and ftrengthen

my intereft at the Court ; dteeming all other learn-

ing as barbarous, which conduced not to this end.

Foreign hiftories and languages were equally con-
temptible to me : I thought it beneath a MufTulman
Courtier to give his tongue and mind the fatigue

of any other dialect, fave the Periian, Arabick, and
Turkifh :
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Turkifh : Or to load his memory with the records

of other nations, defigned to be the Haves of True
Believers.

As to the fpcculative fciences, I was naturally dc-
firous enough of knowledge. But I either had not
lei iure, or wanted books and other advantages of
ftudy. So that all the knowledge I could then boaft

ci' confifted only in fome loofe notions of logick and
metaphyficks which I had got by reading an old A-
rabian manufcript. And I thought myfelf hiftorian

enough, after I hadperufed the annals of the Otto-
man empire, and now and then caft an eye on the

Turkifh translation of Herodotus and Plucarch.

It is true indeed, by converting frequently with
the Greeks, I foon learned their vulgar dialect : But
this is far from being the polite language of the an-
cient Grecians : And a Page of the Treafury taught
me the rudiments of Sclavonian ; which afterwards

I learned more perfectly, hoping it would be of fome;
fervice to me one time or other.

All thefe were very fuperficial accomplifhments ;

yeti thought myfelf happy enough without fearch^

ing any farther. The pleafures and gaieties of a
courtly life took from me the edge and guff, with
which I have iince purfued more folid fludies, and
looked into the wifdom of the ancients.

But, when once misfortune had changed the

fcene of my life, and, inftead of the honourable
port I had in the Grand Signior's fervice, fate had
rendered me a miierable abject fiave in Sicily, I be-
gan to grow very thoughtful and penfive. The con-
tinual drudgery and labour I underwent foon mor-
tified my former paffions, and weaned me from all

hopes of worldly honour : And the cruel flripes I

daily received from that barbarous Infidel, my maf-
ter, fo broke my fpirits, that fervitude became fa-

miliar to me, and, defpairing to be happy in this

world, I was only ambitious to be wife.

I grew very contemplative : And, having ac-

quainted myfelf with an honeft carpenter in the

town where we lived, who had a great many books
L 6 in



228 LETTERS- WRIT BY
in his cuftody, he lent me feveral choice treatiles ;

and I borrowed all the hours I could from fleep, to
perufettrem with attention and profit. That car-
penter pitied my condition, and did me many good
offices of friendfhip, without other hopes of reward,,
lave what" he expected from God. By his means, I

contracted a familiari ty with two or three learned,

men, who fpared no pains to inftrucSt. me in the Ro-
man and ancient Greek languages, as alfo in the
principles of philofophy. My mafter often beat me
for this, attributing the neglecf of his bulinefs to my
bookifhnefs (as he called it; and keeping the priefls

company. But all his feverity could not abate my
ardent thiril after knowledge, 1 flill continued flu-

dying at certain feafons, till the happy hour of my
redemption ; and then I frequented the academies.

Ever lince which time, I have neglected no oppor-
tunities of improving my reafon ; yet find myfelf at
this day much in the dark. There appears no cer-

tainty in any fcience but the mathematicks : AIL
the reft are intangled w^ith a thoufand controverfies

and riddles ; which has made me turn feeptick in

mofr things. Only I retain an. inviolable faith for

the Alcoran, and the book of prophetick doctrines and
traditions. Next to thefe, I pay profound refpecl: to

the writings of Porphyry the philofopher, who feems

to approach neareff. to reafon of all the ancient fages.

His true name was the fame as thine fMelech] which-
thouknoweff. in the Syriackfignifies[ King.]Whence
his tutor Longinus, taking occafionfrom the ufual co-

lour of royal robes, called him Porphyrius, which in

the Greek fignifies one clad in purple. He was bonv
at Tyre, the metropolis of the ancient Phoenicians.

Mis pedigree was noble, and his education generous.

Nature had alio formed him for a fage, and Fortune
favoured him with advantages enough. For, be-

sides his nrft tutor, whom I have already mention-
ed (who was the greater! grammarian and orator

of his time;) Porphyry went to Rome, where he

(rained the friendfhip of Plotinus : And that philo-

sopher accomplifhed him in the perfection of all fci-

ences :
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ences : So that he had power over the daemons, and
expelled the genius Atan, which infefted certain
baths in Rome. In a word, his doctrines appeared
divine, and his actions more than human. Yet he
himfelf, before his death, published a reverfe of his
former writings : Which is a fufficient argument,
that there is no liability in the thoughts of mortals.

Therefore, lince the wifeft of men contradici
themfelves, and turn fcepticksj tell me, O oracle
of the age, why may not I I

Paris, «oth of the 8th Moon,
of the Year 1658.

LETTER X.

To Murar, Baffa.

THERE has been fomething lately tranfaèìed
between the French and the Englifh, which

feems a myftery. No-body here underlrands the
meaning of it but the privadces of the Cabinet.
Yet ever/ one guefFes it is a fetch of Mazarine's wit»
That Minifter has more meanders in his brains^

than an old Turkifh gamelter at chefs ; who fore-

fees no lefs than nine unavoidable confequences be-
fore he makes one bold motion : And, to be fure, the
laft fhall be to his own advantage. In a word, Dun-
kirk, the ftrongeft and moil: important fea-town ef
all the Weft, is furrendered by the Spaniards to the
French ; and by thefe, as an earned of friend/nip,

is put into the hands of the Englifh.

The little politicians of the city are amazed at it ;

and the greateir, Machiavels of the Court either

cannot, or will not, inform them of the true fecret.

You (hall fee two or three grave citizens brooding-
thoughts together over a box of polvita, and fneezing
out their fèntimems without referve. Yet, after all

their wife confult, they part as great fools as they met,
and
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and only fatisfy themfelves with nodding wifJom to

each other, at their laft conge; wherein is compre-
hended the whole fyfrem of their politicks.

It was generally thought to be ibme extraordinary

overture this Court would make to the Englifh,
when, a little before the furrender of Dunkirk, the

Duke of Crequi, firft Gentleman of the Bedcham-
ber, and Monfieur Mancini, the Cardinal's nephew,
were lent with a fplendid retinue of French Nobles
to England. Every body gueffed fome furprifing

action would follow ; and that it mull needs be a

myftery of grand importance, which could not be

trufted to perfons of lefs note tli2n the two chief

favourites of the Cardinal Minifter. And, now it is

come out, they know not what to make of it. Nei-
ther can I pofTibly learn, as yet, the true reafon of

putting the Englifh in poiFeiTicn of fiich a town as

this, which commands all the Northern feas, and
has coft fo much fweat and blcoa to take from the

Spaniards. I have fet Ofman the dwarf to work,
and laid traps to get the fecret from feveral other

Courtiers. But I might as well have attempted to

find out the body of Mofes, which caufed a quarrel

between Michael and the devil. Time perhaps will

di (cover the fecret. And I dare at prefent conclude
that the Englifh are the only nation in Europe, whole
friendihip the French think worth courting.

The King has been very ill of a fever, and in

great danger of his life : But is now recovered again,

which occafions abundance of real joy among his

friends and loyal fubjects. As for the reft, they

know how to counterfeit.

I had almofl forgotten to tell thee, that the Spa-
niards, endeavouring to relieve Dunkirk, were en-

countered by the French and routed ; about two
thoufand of rheir men being killed, and as many
taken prifoners.

Sage BafTa, the fuccefiès cf this Monarch are fe

conftant, that they have given birth to a proverb :

For, when they would encourage any man's hopes, or

make
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make a ftrong affeveration, they ufually fay, ' As
' fure as the great Lewis gets a town or two in Flan-
' ders this campaign. •

_

Marma] Turenne is a brave General, and the

French victories are in a great meafure owing to his

conduci. He is very expeditious in his undertakings.

There were but a few days between the furrender of
Dunkirk and his taking of Bergen, Furnes, and
Dixmude, three Itrong fortrcfles in Flanders : AncT
it is thought it will not be long before he takes

others.

The French King is in a fair way to the empire
of the Weil, But this will not be for the interdi

of the Grand Signior : For then he will have anew
enemy of an old friend, and one more potent than
he had before. Yet deftiny over-rules all things»

Pais, 13'h cf the 8th Moon,
cf the Year 1658.

LETTER XT.

To Mahamed, the Eremite of Mount Uriel

in Arabia.

I
HA VE often troubled thee with important ad-
drenes, O matchlefs mortal : Permit me once

more to unbofom my thoughts, as to my confefTor,

or rather as to an oracle.

Surely, this hour the flars of my nativity fuffer a
mighty change. I feem to myfelf like one newly
awaked out of a deep fleep, or from the delufions of
a long dream : For fo methinks have my paft years

gone away like a night, wherein my labouring fpirit

has encountered with nothing but phantafms, vi-

fions, and darknefs.

My infant days I efleem the moil happy, when
my ignorance of vice had greater influence on my
&cxk>ns, and preferved me more free from blemifh,

than
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than could afterwards all my acquired knowledge of
the precepts and maxims of virtue. For no fooner
was I enjoying the ftudy of morality, and taught to-

diftinguifti between good and evil, but my curiofity

prompted me to examine the nature of the latter

more clolely than the bare fpeculation. I found
myfelf more forcibly carried away by a fecret plea-

fure to make experiment of what was forbidden,
than to practife what was commanded : So prone is

man to be jealous of his tutors, and to fufpect thofe

laws as impoiitions, which put a reftraint on his

native liberty.

Befides this, there are certain genial inclinations

in every mortal, which the youngeil, and he that is

in his nonage, thinks he has as much right to gra-

tify as the wifeffc fenior. Nor can any reafon eafily

perfuade him to part with this privilege, but under
the notion of being highly wronged ; fmce every

man naturally places his intereft and happinefs in

purfuing the motions of his own will.

It is true, I never was prone to any enormous vices,

er fuch as for their iingularity would make the moft
hardened libertine blufh, did he prafiife them to

the knowledge of men-
I ever had an unconquerable abhorrence for thofe

fpecifick acfcs of lafcivioufnefs, which ought not to

be named, and whofe very idea makes the thought
recoil : Yet am naturally amorous, and cannot but
pay to beauty the fentiments and pamons which are

due from Platonick love. I admire fymmetry and
elegance wherever I difcern them ; and can ftand

gazing whole hours together on a flower, a tree, or

a peacock. I am inamoured with the brightness of
the fun ; and, like another Endymion, I languifh

for a more intimate acquaintance with the moon.
The lcfler beauties of the night, the liars, inflame

me with a thou land paffions. I make my court to

the whole hofl of heaven, yet, I hope, commit no
idolatry. In fine, I am in love with the univerfe ;

and die hourly when I contemplate the glory of that

tranfcendent
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tranfcendent Eifence, which is the root and fource

of all things.

Thefe arc pafTions not unbecoming a Muflulman.
But I have fome emotions for beautiful women
more violent than all the reft, more dangerous and
fatal. Tell me, O pious fylvan, how I fhall gra-

tify my love without offending virtue or the gravity

of a man.
Thefe creatures feem to be created for our per-

plexity ; fince a man can neither well be happy with
or without them. They are perfect riddles : And
to love them or hate them too much is an equal fo-

leciftn. It were a queition worthy of a philofo-

pher, Whether this fex, among all the neceftary

good offices they do us, were not fent into the world
as fpies and trapans, to obferve our councils and
actions : And by mixing fmiles with frowns, flat-

teries with reproaches, fullennefs with more obliging
favours, to keep us in a perpetual maze and laby-
rinth, left the afpiring wit of men mould, if left to

themlelves, attempt fomething more audacious than
the poets feign of the fons of Titan, or the written
law records of Nimrod and his companions, who.
built the Tower of Babel r

But whether they be fpies, or faithful affiftants r
enemies or friends, I tell thee plainly, I have not
been able to forbear loving them exceflively. And
this is part of the dream or trance out of which I

am juft now awaked.
Another fcene is that of honour. This is a

phantom alfo, a mere vapour, a ihadow. I never
hunted after glory, nor courted popular applaufe :

Yet, being intrufted with the fublime fecrets, and
commanded to ferve the Grand Signior in this fta-

tion, I would fain acquit myielf, without difgracc
Nay, like other mortals in fuch a poft, I would wil-
lingly have the fmiles ofmy Sovereign, and the ca-
rehes of happy Minifters who ferve him, if it fhall

be my lot ever to return to the Seraglio. Nothing
appears to me more terrible, than at fuch a time to

encounter
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encounter with rugged, furrowed vifages, or cold
and faint embraces of my fellow- llaves.

This puts me upon a thouland inquietudes, makes
me fwear to contradictions, utter lyes and blaf-

phemies which would turn the devil to a faint for

fear. In a word, I ftumbie at no vice or immora-
lity which may promote the caufe I am engaged in :

And all this for the fake of a fair character at

the Porte ; Whilft I am cajoling myfelf, as well

as others, with a perfuafion, that it is only on the
icore of honefty, and to acquit myfelf a good man.
Thus I purfue a blaft, a bubble, the idea of no-
thing, mere Vanity, and an empty dream. And it

is harder for me to (hake orr* this inchantment than
that of love.

Yet all this while I have not taken the French
method to gain honour. I never was guilty of op-
preffion and cruelty, nor bathed my hands in hu-
man blood. No widow or orphan mourns for what
I have taken from them. Nor do I ever dragoon
any body into compliance with reafon. All the parts

I have acted of this nature were defenfive
;
pure ef-

forts of felf-prefervation ; which, thou knoweft, is

a principle natural to all men, and even to the

worms of the earth. Thefe little reptiles, when
they are trampled on, will turn again» And no-
thing more do I, unlefs in the Sultan's caufe.

This puts me in mind of my integrity j for I muft
tell thee my virtues as well as my vices. Neither

Arabia, nor all the Eail, have ever brought forth a

man more true to his truft, than honelr, loyal

Mahmut. I will for ever boaft of this, in an age

fo full of treachery. This alone will carry me fate

to Paradife, in fpite of the Mollahs. As for the reft*

they are only venial figns eafily dropped off on the

bridge of trial. And, fo long as nobody can fay I have

betrayed my mailer's fecrets, I am as fare as an an-

gd that is not obliged to Hand centinel at the lowefl

porr, of Heaven : For there he is within gun-mot of

the devil..

Jufl
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Juft as I drew my pen from that word, a fudden

noife in theftreets called mc to the window -, where
turning my eyes from the earth to the moon and
liars (for it was a very ferene fky) I obferved a fmall

fwift cloud to glide along from South to North,,

much in appearance like a bale of filk. It cleft the

element like a fly Arab thief that fwims for booty

©n the river Tygris. Wondering at this, when all

the firmament was clear, and not another cloud

above the horizon ; I foon concluded, it was the

chariot of (bine airy God, a Mercury, or rneffenger

fent with fpeedy news to the high Lords, Com-
manders of the Arctick regions, to bid them be up-
on their guard, or forne fuch weighty matter. Per-

haps, thought I, a war is commenced between the

fpirits of the poles : Or, it may be, King ./Eolus

has fent a fummons to the Northern winds, being
refolved to play fome royal pneumatick freaks upon
the fea.

In good earned, it made me reflect on our igno-
rance of the laws and conltitutions of the elements»

It put me in mind of the fogs and mifts which fome-
times invelope the globe in darknefs, on purpofe,

for aught we know, to hinder us from feeing what
is tranfacHng at fuch feafons in the higher regions:

of the air. The fpirits of thofe ferene tracts may then.

be frolicking in vifible forms, celebrating iblemn
fjftivals, and kindling all the meteors of the upper
welkin, as natural fire-works and illuminations, not
fit for mortals to behold, left we mould learn too
much, and grow as wife as they. However, it made
me very contemplative to fee a fmgle folitary cloud
thus glide along the air : And I could have wifhed
for wings to purfue its motions, becaufe the appear-
ance was not common.
Thou that haft meafured the whole frame of na-

ture, and taken the true dimenfions of the world ;

that haft penetrated into the fecrets of the elements,.

and art always bufied in the moft fage and folid

fcrutinies ; wilt fmile at the vanity of common mor-
tals, fuch as I, who, when we are unintelligible to

, ourfelyes,
;
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ourfelves, yet prefume to comprehend the ways of
the Omnipotent, who is perfect in knowledge/
As for me, who have ftudied in the academies,

and read Ariftotle, Avicen, Plotinus, Averroes, with
other philofophers, I efteem myfelf ftill but at the
bottom of Pluto's cave, converfmg with fhadows,
miftaken in every thing but the idea of thy fanctity
and immenfe wifdom, which is imprinted on my
foul, as thofe which the philofophers call firft prin-
ciples, becaufe they are felf-evident.

I defigned to have faid mòre to thee, but a fud-
den indifpofit ;on and extreme faintnefs have taken
away my fpirits. My limbs tremble, my head is

giddy, my heart fails me : In a word,. I feem like

one between a mortal and a ghoii.

Paris, 29th of the 8.h Moon,
of the Year 1658.

LETTER XII.

To Achmet Padifnani Culligiz, Baila.

THY fumarne argues thee a favourite at the
Seraglio ; And, for that reafon, I know thou

art accuftomed to receive infinite fubmiflion and
flatteries: But I muft be as blunt with thee as I

was with the new Mufti, when I congratulated his

acceffion to the chief patriarchate. I told that Prince
of the MufTulmans Prelates, that I had no encou-
ragement to welcome him to a dignity, which,
though in itfelf facred and inviolable, yet could not
fecure him from the perfecutions of popular envy,
any more than it did his predecefTor. And the fame
I muft fay to thee.

Darnifn Mehemet, BafTa, is fallen a victim to

the rage of the multitude ; and thou haft got his

feat on the bench, Mayeft thou enjoy it long, and
never be mobbed oat of thy honour and life as he-

was.
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was. Some years ago he forbad me to write any
more to him. What his reafon was, I know not,

neither did I ever inquire. However, I obeyed his

injunction, being indifferent to whom I fend my in-

telligence, provided I do the Grand Signior any fer-

vice : For that end am I placed here.

Illuftrious Baffa, I mail now acquaint thee with
two the moft principal points of the news ftirring

in Europe. One is the election of Leopold us Ig-
natius Jofephus, King of Hungary and Bohemia,
to the German empire. They have been canvafling

this bufinefs eleven moons : And, at laft, the Auf-
trian faction carried it : This was done on the 8th
of the 7th moon : And he was folemnly crowned on
the 22a of the fame. This has heightened the quar-
rel between the Duke of Bavaria and the Prince Pa-
latine. The latter was fo far tranfported with paf-

iion at the Diet of Frankfort, that he threw a ftan-

difh of ink at the Bavarian AmbalTador : Which is

j-efented as an unpardonable affront : And the Duke
is marching with an army to revenge it, or demand
fatisfaclion. The Elector of Mentz has denied him
a. paffage through his principality. And they are all

like to be imbroiled in a civil war about it. This
is no bad news for the Muffulmans.
But that which makes yet a greater noife is the

death of Oliver, the Protector of the Englifh Com-
monwealth ; who, whilfl living, was the terror of
all Europe. The fuperftitious, and fuch as regard
figns, fay this was prefaged three moons ago, when
a great whale, nine times as long as a tall man, was
taken in a river of Engl?.nd, near the capital city,

forty miles from the fea. I know not whether thefe
kinds of obfervations are worthy of credit. Yet it

ieems the annals of that nation take notice, that the
unufual appearance of a whale, fo far within land,
has always prognosticated fome mighty change.

.

Perhaps, the fate of illuftrious perfonages affects na-
ture with a more than ordinary paflion, puts the ele-

ments into di folder, and infpires the brutes with
fympathy,

We
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We are allured, that, on the day of this Prince"^

death, and at the very hour of his departure, there

was io violent a tempeff of wind, rain, hail, thun-
der, and lightning, as had never been known by any
man then alive in that nation : W~hich fome inter-

preted to his diihonour, as if he were a magician,
or, at leaft, a very wicked man ; and that this hur-
ricane was raifed by the devils, who tranfported his

foul to hell. Whilit others afnimed this mixed ftorm
to be only the fighs and tears ofnature, the mourn-
ful pafiions of the guardian fpirits of England, for

the lofs of fo great and fortunate a hero ; and that

the very inanimate beings condoled his death. As
for me, I look on all thefe things as pure accidents,

the effects of chance. I have an equal opinion of
another circumffance, much obferved both by his

enemies and friends, that he died on the fame day
whereon he had formerly gained fome notable victo-

ries : The one defcanting on this to his reproach,

the other drawing frcm it arguments of honour. It

•is difficult to fay any thing of him without appear-

ing partial. He had great virtues and no lefs vices.

He was a valiant General and wife Statefman : Yet
a traitor to his Sovereign. As for religion, though
he profefTed himfelf a zealot, yet it is thought he
was as indifferent as other Princes, who, for rea-

fons of State, and to pleafe their people, make a mew
of piety, but in their hearts adore no other god but
Fortune and Victory.

He was efteemed one of the greater! politicians of

this age ; and none could match him but Mazarine.
Yet, I cannot but fmile, when I call to mind how
both thefe eminent Statefmen were cheated this year

by two or three fugitives.

A certain French Captain, named Gentilot, that

had ferved under the States of Holland in the wars,

and on that account had often pafled through the fea

towns in Flanders, obferved a weaknefs in one part

of the walls of Offend, by which the town might
eafily be furprifed. At his return to Paris, he ac-

quainted Cardinal Mazarine with this, and gave
hira
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him fo great encouragement, that the Cardinal re-

iblved to try fome ftratagem, in order to gain that

important place, without the coft and hazards of a

formal iiege-

To this end, he commands Gentilot to feelc out
fome pcrfons fit to be engaged in the plot : Men of
refolution, conduci:, and iecrecy. This Captain,

therefore, knowing two or three fugitives in Paris,

who were forced to fly out of Flanders to fave their

lives, having committed murders and ether crimes

againft the Spanim government, breaks the bufinefs

to them, promifing them mountains of gold, if they

would amft in carrying it on.

They feemed to embrace his proposals with abun-
dance of readinefs, and were introduced into the
Cardinal's cabinet, where that Minifter, being fa-

tisfied in their characters, and the offers they made
to ferve him in this affair, feconded the promifes

which Gentilot had made them, with many addi-

tional encouragements. In a word, they confulted
together frequently ; were late every night in the

Cardinal's lodgings : And atlaft, having adj uffed all.

the neceffary meafures that were to be taken, the fu-

gitives were difpatched away into England with let-

ters from Mazarine to Oliver, the Englifh Protec-
tor : Wherein he acquainted him with the defign,

requiring the amftance of fome Englifh fhips to

tranfport men into the haven of Offend,
Thefe agents went accordingly, but with a re-

folution to-put a trick both on the Cardinal and the
Protector ;

' and, by doing their country fo confide-

rable a fervice, as the faving this town, to merit a.

repeal of the fentence pronounced againlf them, that

fo they might return home in peace, and enjoy their

eftates and native liberty.

Oliver received them very kindly, and embraced
the motion with fome warmth. But, upon fecond
thoughts, he tried to out-bribe Mazarine, and hire

thefe perfons for himfelf. Oftend was too fweet a bait

in his eye to let it fall tamely into the hands of the
Trench, for want of a few large promifes, and offers

5 of
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of gold. Wherefore he plied thefe agents brifkly

with all the effectual oratory he could, to win them
over to his own leparate intereft ; engaging to be-

llow great preferments on them in England, with
two hundred thoufand fequins, as foon as the bufi-

nefs was accomplifhed.

The three Flemings defired no better fport than
thus to cajole the two ableit òtatefmen in Europe.
They pofìefìed 'Oliver with an intire belief of their

zeal and fidelity in his fervice : And it was agreed
on.between them to hold Mazarine in play, and that

«Oliver mould fend him an anfwer, refufing to med-
•dle in an intrigue which feemed to <:arry fo little

probability of fuccefs.

From England thefe agents paffed into Zealand,
it having been concluded before they parted from
Cardinal Mazarine ; that fo they might there gain
more confederates, and lay all the necefTary trains to

bring this intrigue to the defired ifiue. But, initead

of doing either the Protector or Cardinal Mazarine
this fervice, they went immediately and revealed

the whole fecret to the Governor of Flanders.

He, having duly examined all circumftances, and
being fatisfiea in the truth of their relations, and in

their loyalty to the King of Spain, commanded
them to proceed in deluding both the French and
the Englifh, as long as they could, with fair hopes

of accomplifhing their aims : Whilft he took care

to fecure Oftend and other parts of Planders from
all attempts of this nature,

In fine, the Protector falling off again, being

frighted by Cardinal Mazarine's threats, who had
difcovered his under-hand dealings, thefe agents ap-
plied themfelves clofe to the French, who were now
made fo much more eager by Oliver's deiign to inter-

lope them.They fpun out the intrigue feveral moons,
brought the French King to fign articles, and to

pafs his word for the payment of near a million of

gold; cajoled his General in Flanders, andatone
time made him believe it was his intereft. to lie flill

for fix weeks together, when all the world expected
he
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hz would purfue his conquefrs in that province. At
another time he caufed him to march with fo much
precipitation, when the ways were impaulible, that

he was forced to leave moft of his cannon, 2nd a

thoufand waggons plungecKh the deep roads, with the

lofs of three thoufand men, who were either drown-
ed or ftarved : And all this for the fake of gaining

Offend. When, after all, they were not only cheat-

ed of their hopes in that point, but moft fhamefaily

expofed to the derifion and contempt of all Europe.
For Cardinal Mazarine repofedan entire confidence

in the fidelity of his Flemifh agents : So that what-
soever he propoièd, as an expedient to comnafs the

defign, was a law. Hence it was that the French
General in Flanders received exprefs orders to em-
bark part of his army on certain vefTds that lay be-

fore Dunkirk, and, on a prefixed day, to fail into

the haven of Gitene!, there to land his men, and
take pofTeflion of the town, in thè name of his Maf-
ter; being made to believe, that the gates would "be

opened to him, and that the Spanifh garrì fon fhould
march out in his fight.

All this was carried oh with fo much artifice and
fubtle management, that, when he entered the haven
Avith the vefTeis, hi thought himfelf fecu;e of the

place : Yet, he no fooner lauded his mento the num-
ber of fifteen hundred, but they thundered upon them
fuch vollies of great and finali (hot from the walL,
that two hundred of them Fell immediately, as many
threw down-their arms, and, the citizens making a
vigorous fally, the reil were either killed cr ta-

ken prifoners, he himfelf not eicaping that mis-
fortune.

By this thou mayeft difcern how eafy it is for an
agent of a Prince to embarrafs his Mailer's affairs:

And that a .public miniiler can never commit a
greater or more dangerous error, than in being too
credulous.

Serene BaiTa, let not Mahmut's name found hurfh
at the Porte, nor his honour be traduced bv fyce-

Vol. V, M phaiits ;
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phànts ; fincc his loyalty is proof againft all temp-
tations, and this the Miniiters of the Divan know
by twenty years experience.

Tains, 5th of the 10th Moon,
of the Year .165S.

LETTER XIII.

To Fedeli Hali, his Brother, Mailer of the

Grand Signior's Cufloms at Conftantino-

ple.

I
Have received a difpatch from our coufin Ifouf,

He has been in a cold region, within the Arcticlc

circle; but now is at Stockholm in Sweden. The
parts he has viiited are the farthermoff. traces of our
continent to the North. They may be called the

territories of night and darknefs ; for they have but
•one day in a whole year. The fun appears but once
above their horizon, during his annual progrefs

through the zodiac : Yet he makes them amends by
the long continued lights he affords them at that

feafon : -For that one day is, without the miracle of

Jofhua, prolonged the fpace of four, five, or fix

moons, according to the proportionate diftance of
-each country from the pole.

Ifouf relates ftrange things of thofe dark coun-
tries, 2nd fuch as feem almoft to furpafs credit,

•were they not confirmed by many grave and learned

writers. He fays, that in fome parts ofNorway no
tree is to be feen, by reafon of the violent force of

the winds, which blew down ail before them, car-

rying away even the roofs of hcufes, and Scattering

them at a great diftance. So that the inhabitants

are forced to dwell in dens and caves, and burn the

bones of fifhes for want of better fuel ; fince it is

impofiible for any plant tojgsow in thofe parts. Nei-
>5 thex
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'?hcr can men travel fafely on horfes, or a foot, at

certain tempeftuous feafons : For the wind will

either throw down horfe and man to the ground, or

catch them up into the air.

But, when he defcribes the horrible coldnefs of
thefe regions, the very idea of it is enough to make
one quake. He fays cold is an active quality, and
reigns under the North pole, as in its proper king-

dom or center, from whence it darts its freezing

rays through the earth. Yet others are of opinion,

that cold is only a privation of heat, a bare paflive

difpofition of the elements ; and therefore more ten-

fibly felt in thofe climates that are fartheft from the

warm influence of the fun, whofe beams give life

and vigour to all things. Be it how it will-, its ef-

fects are very remarkable in thefe northern regions.

All rivers, lakes,. and feas, there, are frozen up
during the winter. Men^ horfes, waggons, coach-
es, and even whole armies, pafs as commonly over
the ice, as oefore fhips failed there, or as we travel

over the firm land. And, 1 aft winter, the Baltick
fea was the road t>f ice, over which the King of
Sweden inarched with his army of horfe and foot

into Zealand, to profecute the war in thofe parts.

They alio raife flrong forts of fnow, able to fuftain

the battery of bullets, and engines of war, with all

the violence of the fierceft afiaults. They build ca-
ravanfera's on the frozen feas and lakes, for the con-
veniency of travellers ; and fet up branches pf firs

or juniper, as marks to.diftinguifh the holes and
iiilures of the ice from that which is folid and fe-

cure ; for there are high-

w

vays on thofe congealed
waters, and officers appointed to furvey them, and
take all neceffary orders for the fecurity of travellers :

And fometimes they fight pitched battles on the

frozen element.

Our kinfman alfo has made curious remarks on
the triumphal obelifks and funeral monuments qf

ancient heroes among the Goths and Swedes : For
thefe nations boaft of giants and famous warriors.

Thefe monuments, though of ftone> and exqui-
Ma fate!»
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ìitAy fhaped, yet were never cut, by the hand
•of' man, but (o many fpl inters of rocks and moun-
tains torn from the main body by the violence of
•earthquakes, thunders, or the like motions of na-
ture; and, falling down in the forms of pyramids,
and other artificial figures, were of oli fet up by
the graves of giants, and other renowned pylons,
having alfo inscriptions on them figriifytftg the par-
ticular hero who there lie^ buried : Such as theie,

1 Uffro, fighting in defence of my country,

with my own hand killed thirty-two giants^

and, at ìatt being killed by the giant Rolva,

my body lies here,

Andj

I Ingolvas, that fubdued all opprefibrs, and

defended the poor and weak ; now grown
old,, poor, and weak myfelf, yet having my
iword girt to my thigh, am forced to yield

to death, (who conquers all things) and to

go down to this fepulchre, which I prepar-

ed for my laflt retreat.

It feems there are infinite numbers of thefe tombs
all over the defarts, mountains, and rallies of the

North; which is an argument, that, however con-
temptible thefe people may feem to the True Be-

lievers, yet they have not been wanting in valiant

men and heroes. Doubtleft, God has difpenfed his

virtues and graces to men of all nations : He is not

partial in his gifts. We ought to praife him in the

beginning and end of all our actions. And, if we
e Stempiate his honour in the middle of our affairs,

we mall not do amifs ; fince, as he is the firft and

!aft of the univerfe, (o he is the center of every

thing.

s I hai
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Ihad not thefe relations only from Ifouf, but ori:

of the hiftorians themfelves, who write of thefe

countries: Yet our kiniman informs mecfforr.e
things which are omitted by thofe authors. Even-
traveller is fingular in hisobfervations. Forali men.
have not the fame genius; and thy journal of the-

Eaft abounds with remarks which are not common
with other writers.

Brother, if 1 may advife thee, it mail be to do-

nothing by imitation -, but purfne the dictates of
thy own i'eni'c, and the peculiar bent of thy fcuL.

Fbr whatever is forced and affected is nuufeoui.

Paris :6th of the rath Mooiv
of the Year 1653.

LETTER XIV.

To Zeidi Alamanzi, a Merchant in Venice.

THE Kaimacham has informed me, that their

a rt appointed to fucceed Adon&i r he Jew7 in.

Italy. He hath alfo acquainted me with othtr mas-
ters relating to thy charge. I am giad they have
found out a Mufluiman capable of that important
trufl, and that we fhall not always (land in need of
Jews to ferve the Grand Signior, Emperor of the
Faithful. Though fome of that nation are very
honeit and loyal, it is better to be without them.
Thou and I are ftrangers to each other : But it ir

neceffary for us to be fpeediiy acquainted^ and hold a
mutual intimacy by letters, lo that we may fervè our
great Matter without interfering or clafhing in cur
intelligence. I have been here thefe twenty years
and made no falfe iteps in my Sovereign's bufinefs >
whatever I have done in my own : Yet have en-
countered a thoufand difficulties and perils ; fufTer-

«fd imprifonment many moons in Paris for my fide-

M 3. lity i
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lity • wbilft my enemies at Conftantinople peneciir-

ted me as a traitor and an Infidel.

It is impomble to avoid thefe crofTes, in the courfe
of human life : They are natural as the wind or the
rain : All that we can do is, by a prudent and dex-
terous management of contingencies, to wind our-
felves out of the trouble as well as we can.; and,
above all, rather to be our own executioners, than
betray the leali: fecret committed to us..

I queftron not but thou hail: had the fame in-

flections given thee by the Minifrers of the happy
Porte. What I fay is only to confirm thee in thy
fidelity and care. Write to me with the famefrank-
wd, y and let nothing make thee reierved to thy f^l^

Jow-ilave. We are both followers of the Prophet :

We worfhip one God after the fame manner, and"
equally reverence the Alcoran. We ferve one Maf-
ter ; and, though in different ftations, yet let our af-

fections and interefts be united as friends. Let no.
little narrow paffions or emulations corrupt our in-

tegrity, nor teach us to unman ourfelves.

I know not thy original, whether thou art ofMa-
hometan or Chriftian parents. It would be very
obliging in thee to fend me a fhort hiftory of thy
1 fe, and how thou learnedfr. the Italian tongue: For,
wichout that, I judge they would not have fent thee
into that country.
As forme, lam an Arabian by birth, brought up

in the Seraglio, from thence fent to fea, there taken

captive by the Chriftians, fold in Sicily, where I

underwent a tedious fervitude, yet at length gained

Eiy freedom : And, _ having palled through various

fortunes, at I ale was fent hither, to obferve the fe-

cret counfels of the ChriftranSj efpecially of this

Court.
I now grow old, having feen near fifty years :

Yet, though the ftrength of my body fails, I feel

not the leaft decay in my zeal for the Mu fluIman
faiths or my Mailer's fervice. I am Itili Mahmut

the



A SPY AT PARIS. 247

the loyal flave of the Porte ; and thy friend, fo long,

as thou art fo thyfelf.

Paris, 30th cf the ift Moon,
of the Year j 6 5 9

.

LETTER XV.

To the Kaimacham..

T rejoices me to hear, that Adonai's place is fup-
plied by a Mufiulman, in whom the fu bitme

Forte may put more confidence, than in any of the

Jewifh race. It will be encouragement to the true

faithful, and a precedent of good import. For no
nation loves to fee their Prince bellow offices of truft

on ft rangers, when his own people are as capable

of employment as they. It is generally taken as ad
affront, and contempt of their abilities or their vir-

tue, and has often produced ill confequences.

I deny not but there are many honell and wife
men among the Hebrews, perfons of merit and ho-
nour, from whence the Sultan receives no fmall fer~

vices; but this ought not to diminifh the reputation

of thofe who are of the fame faith with their Sove-
reign. Doubtlefs, Arabia and Turky arc not barren
of good Soldiers, prudent Statefmen, and dexterous
M milters.

I know not the character of Zeidi Alamanzi, whe-
ther he be a natural born Turk, a tributary fon of
a Chriftian, or a voluntary Renegado. However,
the choice that is made of him convinces me, that
the unerring Divan efleem him a man fit for the bit-

finefs committed to his charge.
He ought to be perfectly (killed in Italian, or at

leaft in fome other language of the Nazarenes ; that
fo he may pafs the better unfufpected among the
people where he refides, who are more jealous o£
itrangers than any other nation in Europe. It is a

M4 crime
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crime thought worthy of imprifonment fora Vene-
tian to converfe with a foreigner too frequently,.and
in private. For they are afraid," left by that means
a dangerous correfpondence j'houid be eirabliihed

betv/een fome i\U affected fubjects of chat Common-
wealth and its enemies : Whereby their fecrets may
he betrayed and rneafures taken to ruin them.
For this reafon alio they have forbidden faife hair,

or perukes to be worn by any in. their dominions, leit

this might ferve as a difguife for villains and trai-

tors. Yet nothing is more common in France and
other countries of Europe, than for men to wear, on
their heads ornaments of v/omcn's hair inikad of

their own.
As to religion, I believe they will net much trou-

ble him, being not zealots thcmfelves. And, provi-

ded he does but profefs hjmfeìf a Chriflian and Ca-
fholick, they will make no farther inquiiition.

Trie Italians in general are much like the ancient
Romans in their humour : Men of grave afpect and
carriage, and much more compofed in both than the

French, who appear ridiculous through the levity

of their diicourie and actions, The fonner abound
in i age precepis of morality, and politick aphorifms,-

which ferve as a rule whereby tojquarethecourfe of
their lives : The latter only affect fome flamy im-
provements of wit and conversation, itudying ra-

ther how to pleafe women than men ; coveting to-

be perfect in external accomplishments* and the

graces of the body, whilft they (light the more valu-.

able endowments of the mind. In a word, they arc

mere apes and mimicks. On the contrary, the Ita-

lians are men of an awful and majeftick behaviour,

iolid judgment, and deep reach. If you- fee them
fmile, you (hail feidom or never fee them laugh :

Whereas the motion of a feather will fet the French

a braying like afies. Thefe will contrae!: a warm
friendship with any man at firft interview, heighten

it with a thoufand compliments, make him their

confefTor, and unbofom all their fecrets. Yet a fe-

Gond encounter (hall.extinguish their, pajjion, and a

third
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third fhall revive it again : Whereas thofe are cau-
tious and' flow in the choice of their friends ; and a

when once that knot is diilclved',' it is never to be

fattened there again :. They are irreconciieable in

their hatred and revenge.

But there are men to be excepted in all nations,

who fall not under thefe general characters. France
affords many wife and learned perfons ; and Italy

not a few fools and idiots. Virtues and vices are

ftrangely mixed in all people. War, commerce, and
travel, with other human occurrences, alter men'a
natural difpofitions, and give the lye to the exaóteft

obfervations that can be made. Eefides, timo
changes all things; and the qualities, which this

age remarks in the Italians, may in the next be
transferred to the French. For there is no con-:

ftancy in any thing under the moon.
Zeidi will find great examples or. frugality among

the Venetians, in the necefiary expenees of their

perfons asd families
; yet abundance of magnifi-

cence in whatever relates ro the publick, which the

fubjects of that Commonwealth ferve with open
purfes and free hearts.

'

Indeed, they are not fo remarkable for their tem-
perance, as fame other parts of Italy. Libertinifm
and voluptoufnefs reign uncontrolled in Venice.
Women and wine are there aimoft as common as

thè elements. Yet it isobferved, that itrangers ge-
nerally debauch more with both than the natives*

God preferve Zeidi from their temptations.
If it be his. fortune or duty to vifit Padua, he

ought not to make too long an abode in that nefl cf
piiii^ilphu"': a;,d plvyiicians, left they firfr anatom ile

his foul, diicover die fecretsof his commiffion, and
then turn his body to a fkeieton i as they once ferv-

ed a Moor, whom they dilTected alive, to make ex-
'

periments, perhaps, whether a Mahometan's blood
circulated the fame way as a Chrifiian's.

Thcfe Italian phyficians are very cruel, and think

it no fin to try poifons, and other fatal tricks on the

poor, that fo they may be the better able to keep the'

M 5 rich.
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rich on the rack at their pleafure^ and make their

market of them.
I know not Zeidi's appointed ftation, or what ci-

ties he is to fee. But, wherever he is to go, it will
be necefTary for him to ufe abundance of caution ;

for the Italians are the clofeft, flieft, and moft judi-
cious people in the world.
But I forgot that he is chofen by the Divan for this

employment, to whom the characters of all nations
are known, and who penetrates into the raoft inte-

rior recefTes of men's fpirits.

Therefore I lay my hand upon my mouth in pro-
found fubmiffion, and acquiefce to my Superiors :

Still praying, that the Grand Signior may have
faithful and wife Minifters at home, and no novice*
ier his agents abroad.

Paris, 3d of the 2d Moon,
ef the Year J659.

LETTER XVI.

To William Vofpel, a Reclufe of Auftria.

THERE is. a ftreet in Paris, which they call

the Street of Hell. The reafon of this name
is faid to be, becaufe, at one end of it, there for-

merly ftood an old houfe pofieffed by devils ; who
were fo troublefome, that, as the records of Paris

affirm, 211 ec!:& of Parliament was pafTed to remove
all the inhabitants out of their houfes in that ftreet,

and ihut up the entrance with a wall. Since which,
thefe daemons were expelled by the Carthufians,

who built a monaitery in this place. If this frory be

true, it redounds much to the reputation of that or-

der, and of all your monafticks in general, who by
your exorcifms are able to fubdue the infernal fpi-

«its. But I have heard fo many filly tales of houfes
being
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\c\ng haunted by ghofb and hobgoblins, that I

know not how to give credit to this.

Befides, when I confider the nature of incorpo-

real beings, it feems ridiculous to think that they

can take delight to play the anticks, to frighten poor
mortals ; or confine themfelves to an old ruined caf-

tle (for fuch was this houfej for the fake of a little

jport ; when, according to the ancient philofophers,

every incorporeal being is far more excellent than
the moft perfect body, and can be every-where :

Neither are they at any time locally prefent in bo-
dies, but only by propenfion or habit are inclined to

them : And this they mean of living bodies. What
charms then can there be in an old rotten fabrick of

ftone and wood, to allure and detain immaterial
fubftances ?

Certainly the nature cfthefe feparate beings is ve-

Vy remote from all compounded beings. I have
been often at a lofs, in contemplating the foulof
man. Sometimes it feems no otherwifediitinguifh-
ed from the foul of brutes than by being united to a
body of different organs; which caufes us to fhev/

more evident tokens of reafon than they, in the fa-

culty of difcourfe, and in our actions. Yet, when
I confider more attentively the operations of our
mind and intellect, I cannot but conclude there is.

a vaft^ilti netion between our fouls and thofe of the
beafrs; I have with pleafure cbferved the excellency
of human intelleóf in madmen and dreamers, who,
being come to themfelves, (as v/e ufually fay) relate

many things of which they were before ignorant,
and comprehend things furpaffing their former ima-
ginations.

It appears therefore more rational to me, that the
foul is every-where and no-where, as the Ancients
fay; than that it is fhut up and imprifoned in the
body, as a wild beaft in his den, or liquor in a glafs.

However, by an ineffable production of itfelf, it is

prefent in every part of the body, as the light of the
fun isdiffufed through the air; and can as foon with-
draw itjfelf, as that light, when interrupted by a

qloud.
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cloud. In a word, I conceive the foul to be a very
free agent, and that it is here and there and every-
where. It united itfdf to a body by its own choice,
and can retire again from it at pleafure.

One clofely purfued act of contemplation will

at any time carry thee or me to the invihblcs, when~
ever we go refolutely about it.

Paris, i ft cf the 4th Moon,
of the Year 1659.

LETTER XVil.

To the venerable Ibrahim Cadilefquier of

Romelia.

THERE has not a year efcaped fince my arri-

val at Paris, wherein I did not fend to the Mi-
nivers of the ever happy and excellent Porte con-
stant intelligences of battles, fieges, ftorming of

towns, and fuch other occurrences of war, as hap-
pened between the kingdoms of France and Spain.

But now I believe my future difpatchfìs uiuft con-
tain other matters. For, in all appearance, this war,
which had 1 afted four and twenty years, is in a fair

way to be. ended. The King cf Spain grows weary
of iiis continual lofies in Italy, Flanders, and Cata-
lonia : France feems glutted with perpetual victo-

ries and conquefts.. In a word, thefe two potent

JVlonarchs,'laying afide their quarrels, are making di-

ligent preparations this year for a campaign of
friend/hip and love.

They are both in arms, yet commit no acts of

hoftilitv. Whilft Cardinal Mazarine, on the part

of this Crown, and Don Louis d' Haro de Gufman,
firfr. Minifter of Spain, are gone to meet each other

on the frcniiers of both kingdoms, as Plenipoten-

tiaries, for their refpeCtive Mailers, to concert th*

meafureg
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meafures of alafting peace, and treat of a marriage
between the King of France and the Infanta of
Spain.

All Europe is amazed at this furprifing change.
And the French and Spaniards, who border on each
other, can hardly believe their own fenfes, whillt

they find a mutual commerce reftored between their

frontier towns and villages, which had been inter-

rupted ever fincc the year 1635, about fixteen

moons before I came to this city.

But, though they are thus difpofed to peace here

in the Weil, the Northern Monarchs are pufhing
the oar forward in Sweden, Denmark, and Poland,
with all imaginable vigour and anirriofity. The
coming over of the Elector of Brandenburg to the
DanilTi intereft has made a great alteration in their

affairs. For, whereas fortune feemed before in all

things to favour the Swedes, now they lc'fe ground,
and find their attempts unfuccefsful. Four thou-
sand of their men fell before the walls of Copenha-
gen, in three nighes and two days ; which caufed

King Guftavus to raife the fiege. Whilft the Duke
of Brandenburg retook F ederickftadt, and thereby

reftored to the King of Denmark the provinces of-

Holftein, Jutland, and Ditmarfen.
The Hollanders alfo have made a combat with the

Swedes at fea, and funk fourteen of their belt fhips,

befides what they burnt and took.

Thefe events have itirred up feveral Princes to me-
diate a peace.

,
And it is not improbable, but in a

little time we may fee all the Chriftians good
friends ; and then it will be time for the MurTul-
mans to be on their guard.

As for Mahmut, he will not fail to pry into the
counfel's of thefe Infidels, and fend timely notices to
the Porte; leaving the reft to the wifdomof his

Superiors, and the pleafure ofDeitiny.

Paris, 19th of die 6th Moon,
of die Year 1659.

VE T-
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LETTER XVIII.

To Mufu Abu'i Yahyan Alfaqui, Profeflor

of Theology at Fez.

THE character which the great and illuftrioufi

Abdel Melee Muli Omar, Prefident of Prefi-
dents, grace and ornament ofancient learning, ora-
cle of Africa, and reftorer of obfolete truth, has gi-
ven me of the profound wifdom and fcience, fills me
with reverence and facred love. I am ravifhed with
wonder and joy to hear, that in this age, wherein
the Muffulman theology has fuffered fo many inno-
vations, there yet furvives a man who dares, and is

able to affert againft all oppofers, not only the pri-

mitive and original truth brought down from hea-
ven by the hand of Gabriel, but alfo the real and
indubitable fayings, fermons, counfels, and actions

of the Prophet, whilft he was on earth converfing
With mortals, before his transmigration to the gar-

dens of eternal repofe and folitude. Thou art the

Enoch, the Hermes Trifmegiftus of the age.

I have (Qen many copies of the Zune, or the Book
.of Doctrines ; each pretending to comprife the

whole fyltem of that divine philofophy and wifdom
.which dropt from the lips of our incomparable and
mofh holy Lawgiver, and were attefted by his wife,

the holy Agciha, mother of the Faithful, and by his

ten difciples. Yet all thefe various tranferipts differ

both in their fenfe and manner ofexpreiiion.

I haveperufed the books intitled Dalif, or Imper-
.feci:, which contain the memoirs of his other wives ;

and the manuscripts called Maucif or Fragments :

Being only a collection of fome felect fentences,

aphorilms, and parables of the Sent of God. But
thefe have no authority to back them,except the cre-

dit of fome learned Scribes, who were not familiar

with the Divine Favourite, only living in his time,

-and taking things on report.

In
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In fine, I have met with feveral parchments of

£aquini, or pretended traditions of Abu Becre,

Omar, and Othman ; but thefe I efteem as fpurious,

corrupted, and full of errors.

What iliall I fay ? The zeal of Omar Eb'nAb-
di'il-Aziz, the ninth Caliph of the tribe of Mer-
wan, is not unknown to me : I am no ftranger to

his fingular piety, not to be matched among crown-
ed Heads : For of him it is recorded, that, as he de-

fcended from the throne at the time of his inaugura-

tion, he gave the robe from his back, as an alms to

a poor man : And that, during his whole reign, he
fpent but two piafters a day on himfelf. And fo

great was his refignation to Deftiny, fan admirable

virtue in a Sovereign Emperor) that, when he was
-on his bed in his laft ficknefs, and was counfelled

to take phyfic, he anfwered, " No ; if I were fure

*f to heal myfelf only by reaching my finger to my
" ear, I would not : For the place to which I am
*' going is full of health and blifs."

This Caliph was a miracle of humility, and hi»

charity always kept him poor : Moltema Eb'n Ab-
d'il Melee relates, that, going to vifit Omar on his

death-bed, he found him lying on a couch of palm-
leaves, with ihree or four fkins inltead of a pillow,

his garments on, and a foul fhirt underneath. See-

ing this, Moitema was grieved, and, turning to his

filter Phatemathe Emprefs, he faid, " How comes
'•

it to pafs that the great Lord, Commander of the
<c Faithful, appears in fo foualid a condition ?

"

She replied, " As thou liveft, he has given away
** all that he had, even to the very bed that was un-
c4 der him, to the poor, and only referved what thou
" feefr, to cover lis nakednefs." Then Moftema
could not refrain, but buriV forth into tears, faying,

God fhew thee mercy upon mercy, thou Royal
Saint : For thou haft pierced our hearts with the
fear of his Divine Majefty." This Caliph was

•numbered among the Saints.

He it was, that, perceiving the contradictions and
difputes of the Mufiulmans, the darknefs and con-

fa flOJB

cc



*56 LETTERS WRIT BY
fullon of the various copies of the Zune, or Book
«f Doctrine, aiTembled a general Divan of Mollabs
and learned men at Damaicus, from all parts of the
empire: commanding that all the man u feri pts of
t^e.Zune, which were extant,, fhould be brought
into thi-s afTembly, on pain of death to hi:n that

/hould detain one. This bejng done, he command-
ed fix of them to be chofen out of the whole number
by vote ; men eminent for learning and piety ; and
that thefe fix fhould feverally collect, out of all the
multitude of copies, each man a bock, containing
what he thought to be the molt genuine difcourfes

pi' the Prophet, concerning this world, and that

which is to come. ' When this was executed accor-
ding to his will, he commanded all the old books to

be burnt in a field near Damafcus.
Yet, aftelali the religious care of this holy Caliph

.to reftore thewritings to their primitive integrity, the

Alufiulmans foon fell into new contention, about
the fenfe and interpretation of thofe corrupt copies

.of the .Zune. From whence fprung the four car-

dinal fects, on which all the innumerable lelfer

and latter divifions among True Believers are

founded,
I cannot therefore but inwardly rejoice, and from

my heart highly applaud the method taken by thofe

.

;
of our renov/ned college to difcern the true doc-
trines and fayings of the holy Prophet from thofe

which are fuppolitions, by comparing all the books
that are extant together, and reducing matters of

divine revelation to the analogy of the Alcoran :

Thofe of philofophy and moral regards to the ftan-

dard of experience and reafon ; for it is impious to

believe, that the divine Apoftle would impofe any
thing on our faith repugnant to the fenfe of men,

I or the exprefs will of Heaven. By the foul of Py-
thagoras, Mahomet laid nothing but what was ra-

tional and evident to any unprejudiced mind. But
the greateft part of thefe feàtaries are befotted: They
form to themfelves falfe notions of God and his

Prophet^
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Prophets, and think to merit Paradife by their

ftupidity.

Reverend Alfaqui, I have much more to fay to

thee, and many queftions to afk ; but time and the
Grand Signior's fervice force me to conclude ab-
ruptly, wiihing thee perfection of blifs.

Paris, 29th of the 6th Moon, of
the year 1659, according to

the Chriftian ftyle.

The End of the Fifth Volume,
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