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PREFACE. 

-
SINCE th~ translation of this work by Colonel Sar

miento was begun, the tide of events has earried its 

author to the proudest posi.tion before his eountry 

whieh any man sinee San Martin, the hero of its 

independence and of tile independence of sorne of its 

sister Republics, has ever occupied. It is true that cir

cnmstances of even a trivial nature, and still more fre

quentIy of a corrl.1pt nat~re, often bring aman to the 

chieftainship of his country, whethel' the office is elec

tive or otherwise; hut· in this instance sucl;¡ cireum

stanees have been sil!"oulárly wanting. Colonel Sarmi

ento, after an absenee of seven years from his coun

try, withont any politieal party, without any pledges of 

poliey given or reql.1ired, without .any of the maehinery 

that is gene rally used to set in motion sueh importallt 

measures, has byan almost unanimons movement been 

madethe ~andidate par excellence for the Presidency 

of the Argentine Republic, and the .returns are already 
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known fronl the province of Buenos Ayres, which 
contains one third of the population of the whole 
Republic, and is by far the wealthiest, most cllltivated, 

and most influential part of it. In this province his 

election has been complete and unanimous, and the 
voice of many other provinces has long been heard 

through their daily organs, so that doubtless before 
these pages see the light, the favorable result will be 
eonfirmed. Colonel Sarmiento has resisted all the 

entréaties of his friends to return to his country to aid 

the interests of his election. He has chosen to wait 

until eleeted by the unbiassed will of his eountrymen, 

- and for wise as well as self-respecting reasons. AII 
who have followed the golden thread of his life through 
the chaotic changes that have harassed the life of the 

Republic, so determined to be free and progressive, in 

spite of all the temporary reactions of the barbarie 

element which has its seat in the peculiar eomposition 

of its soeiety, feel with him that it is only by appreeia

tion of his motives, sympathy with his aims~ and conD.

denee in his ability to save them from the present 

threatened anarchy, 'that he can have any assuranee 

of doing good from the high position now assigned 

him. He has never flattered his eountrymen; he has 

always recognized the barbarian tendencies which have 

so often overpowered the equally persistent but vitally 

permanent influences of civilization, and he has be en 
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equally assiduous in his endeavors to arouse them from 

the apathy inherent, as it were, in a Spanish and at 

the same time priest-ridden community; but even 

Cordova, tlle "city of priests," anchored in conserva

tism by the very character of its extraordinary univer

sity culture, looks to him now as the only salvation for 

the nation. 

Although aman of decided military ability, as has 

be en proved at various times when patriotism has called 

him into the field, Colonel Sarmiento is eminently ~ 

man of peace, and during a long exile of twenty years, 

as well as in his sllbsequent brilliant career as Chief of 

the Department of Schools, Senator, :Minister of Sta te, 

and Governor of his native province, in his diplomatic 

missions to Chili, Peru, and the United States, has had 

but one watchword: "Thll Education of thePeople." 

To his countrymen he is the very ideal type of the 

SCHOOLMASTER, which he has ever considered his 

proudest titIe. 

By persistently keeping tllis idea uppermost, and op

posing it to all the adverse tendencies of a community 

that could make money enough without it, and con

stantly predicting the disasters that would from time to 

time overwhelm it if this element of freedom were not 

cher:ishe~ as the very ark of its liberties, he made an 

impression which in the hour of peril ripened quickly 

into a conviction, and to use an oft-repeated expression 
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of . the daily journals of the present period In South 

America, "his name surged spontaneously frorn the 

lips of his countryrnen, and was shouted across the 

Cordilleras and the pampas frorn either border, from 

the eastern provinces intelligentIy, frorn the western 

as a cry of hope born of despair and terror, and from 

the interior where his beneficent labors have already 

borne fruit and given birth to unlirnited ,hopes of the 

future." It is characteristic of that imaginative and 

poetical people to be powerfulJy swayed by a daring 

spirit, and aman must have self-reliance to kindle 

them. Colonel Sarmi~nto's self-reliauce is founded in 

the nature of the principIes he advocates; and his per

sonal courage in: opposing every form of tyranny'and 

barbarism, united with'a self-respect which has pre

vented him from ever asking for an office 01' a public 

favor, uow commands an appreciation which perhaps 

his countrymen would be incapable of rendering under 

a less powerful intellectual stimulus than that given by 

their present danger.' 

The study of education also led him to the study of 

legislation at home and abroad, and in those two paths 

he has beeu of incalculable benefit to his country, not 

only conyincing its most advanced men that public 

education is the only basis of a republic, but aiding 

them essentially in modeling their government upon 

that of the United States, whicl! is their prototype, and 
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to which they now look, rather than toO Europe, for 

light and knowledge. 
Colonel Sarmiento, in this work off"et-ed to the 

English and American public, gives no intimation of 

his personal relations with the tyrallts, but as his whole 

life and much of the life of the Republic is connected 

with these relations, it is proposed to give a short ac

count of its mauy .. dramatic situations," incurred by 

his love and utterance of truth. These will be better 

understood after than before the perusal of the main 

work. A complete life of ColoneI Sarmiento, with alI 

its interesting romantic and historicaI episodes, would 

fill two such volumes, but it is hoped that enough has 
been left untouched by the iron rules of publication to 

make him known, and to show that his present un

sought triumph is one that a truly great man may be 

proud of. Constandy, fi-om rus earliest entrance into 

life, sacrificing alI personal considerations, rather than 

swerve one iota from his principIes, or defiy himself the 

frank utterance of his convictions, he has pro ved con

clusively to those who have studied his career, that 

he is incapable of any mere personal ambition, though 

no one appreciates better the sympathy of his fellow
meno 

It is the cultivated cities of the Argentine Republic, 
where turopeans find thernselves at horne in all that 

constitutes eivilized society, and.where the higll culture 
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of the few is painfully contrasted mth the utter want 
of it in the body of the people, that constitute its 
difFerence from the other South American Republics, 
Chili excepted, in which certain influences have 
brought about certain elements of progress, Colonel 
Sarmiento being the chief of these favorable influences. 
If the chances of elections, or in this case rather the 

brute prowess of the reactionary chieftains, has defeated 
his election (which took place on the 12th of April), 

he w,ill return to his country and take his seat in the 

Senate, to which he has of late been again chosen. 

He ~opes by his influence in either position to increase 
the importance of his • country's relations with the 

United States, w-hose great ideas he wishes to ~ee 

planted in that hemisphere. The sources of informa

tion from which the details ~f his life have been gatb

ered, are two or three small biographies, written in 

Chili,Peru, and Geneva; a short memoir in Rhode 

Island, tbe public documents of the Argentine Repub. 

Hc, the "Journal of tbe Sessionsof tbe Legislature," 

the "Journal of the Constitutional Convention," and 
many periodical works, all containing remarkable 

speeches upon various subjects. The reports of the 

Chilian government on "Popular Education " may be 

added to these, and a little book "entitled "Recollec

tions of a Province," whicb is partIy an autobiography 

written in 1850, wbile still in exile, under peculiar 
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~ircumstances best described in 11is own preface to it. 

I shall give as copious extracts from this little book as 

my space \ViII allow, for it is impossible, as I have 

proved by repeated efforts, to convey the same im

pression by any metbod of condensation within the 

reach of a compiler, which is the only character in 

which I have the presumption to call myself Colonel 

Sarmiento's biographer, a task which even his coun

trymen are too modest to assume at this moment of so 

much importance to their interests. My own interest 

in the subject has risen both from a personal one that 

grew out of bis peculiar relations witb my husband,

in wbose name Colonel Sarmiento introduced the boon 

of Common School Education into Chili and the Argen

tine Republic, making the name of Horace Mann a 

bousehold word with all whom he imbued with his 

0\\'1I views upon that sl1J;¡ject,-and from a deep inter

est in the nation whose highest aspirations rather than 

whose actual conditiori· he represents. I w1sh tbere

fore to place before __ the public, the series of pictures 

tbat gi\'e it a marked individuality, and that bave in 

the course of a few years made me cognizant of its . 

bistory, so obscured to the general eye by the repeated 

reactions it has suffered smce the days of its hardly

won independence. 

The wo~ called originally "Civilization and Bar

barism," but in the American translation entitled 
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"Life in the Argentine Republic," was written in 

Ohili, during the anthor's exile, in order to make 

known there the policy of Rosas. It found its way to 

France, and was so favorably received in the .. Revue 

des deux Mondes," that the influence reacted upon his 

OWD coimtry, as well as gave to European publicists 

an explanation of the struggle in the Argentine Re

publico A work called "Rosas and the Questions of 

the La Plata," and many other European publications, 

were based upon its data and its standpoint. Rosas 

f~lt that it gave a mortal blow to his policy, yet during 

five years of anathemas hurled at the author by the 

"Gaceta Mercantil,'; which was his organ, the book 

was not named. All the author's books were pro

scribed, but the name of this one carefully suppressed, 

yet no book was more sought or more read in the 'Re

public. It was handed about secretIy, hidden away in 

drawers, and read at every man's pe¡·il. 

Tbe " Revue des deux Mondes" says of it: "During 

his residellce in Santiago, which preceded his travels in 

Europe, Señor Sarmiento pub1ished this. work full of 

attraction and novelty, instructive as history, interest

ing as a romance, brilliant with imagery and coloring. 

, Civilization and Barbarism' is not only one of those 

rare testimonials which come to us of the intellectual 

1ife of South America, but it is an invaluable docu

mento Doubtless passion dictated many of its vigor-



PREFACE. xi 

ous pages, but even when exalted by passion, there 

is internal evidence of a fund of impartiality which 

cannot fail to be recognized, alld by whose light true 

characteristics are given to persons, and a natural 

coloring to events. It is no less interesting 

to analyze South than North America. This can only 

be done by the philosopher, the traveller, the poet, the 

historian, the painter of manners and customs, the pub

licist. Señor Sarmiento has succeeded in realizing this 

object in this work, which he has published in Chili, 

and which proves tbat if civilization has enemies in 

those regions it also llas eloquent champions." 

This work and otber productions of his pen, secured 

to Señor Sarmiento in Europe, which he subsequently· 

visited, the acquaintance of many promil1ent men: M. 

Guizot, M. Thiers, Cobden, then ambassador in Spain, 

Alexander Dumas, Gil,de Zarate, Breton de los Her-

reros, Ven tina de la Vega, Aribon, and other literary 

Spaniards; Baron Humboldt, and many otlrers. Pope 

Pius IX., then in the meridian of his glory, sent for 

him as cousin of the Bishops Cuyo, Oro, and Sarmi

ento, whom he had known in South America. AIl 

institutions of edncation were thrown open to his study 

in the portions of Eurape which he visited, and to so 

well-prepared a mind, everything was fuIl of signifi

canee, even failllres, both educational' and politica!. 

Dr. Wappaus,Professor of Geogl'a'phy and Statistics in 
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the U niversity of Gottinge~, afterwards translated and 

published in German Señor Sarmiento's "Memoir 

upon German Emigration to the La Plata," and ac

companied it with one hundred and sixty-nine pages of 

notes and comments of his own. 
'Vhen R. W. Emerson read the book, he tolel 

Colonel Sarmiento that if he would write thus for our 

public, he would be read; anel Mr. Longfellow sug

gesteel writing a romantic poem called the "Red 

Ribbon," which might be maele as striking though it 

is t~ be hopeel an even more exceptional picture of the 

peculiar customs of the country than the native poet 

E~hevarria's "Captivé," so descriptive of gaucho Jife. 

Buenos Ayres was founded in 1535, by Don Pedro 

Mendoza, and in 1536 Don Juan ele Aloyas, the lieu

tenant of Mendoza, ascended the Parana and the 

Paraguay, which Sebastian Cabot had visited in 1530, 

and founded the city of Asomption in memory of a 

victory gained over the Indians. This city, now the 

capital of Paragnay, was then the capitalof the Span

ish possessions in La Plata. In 1537, while Mendoza 

was absent in Spain, Buenos Ayres was reduceel to 

the last extremity by the Querandi Indians. The 

Timbues (Indians) destroyed it entirely in 1539. It 

was rehabilitated in 1542, again destroyed in 1559. 

In 1580, Juan de Garay, lieutenant of the Governor 
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of Paraguay, descended the river frorn A.somption, 

and on the 11th of June planted the Spanish flag on 

the old site. He endeavored to people this city with 

Guaraní Indians, massacred the Querandis who had 

revolted against him, and died in 1584~ Don Francisco 

de Zarate, chevalier of the Order of Santiago, and 

governor of Buenos Ayres, confirrned the foundation 

of the city by an act of the 10th of February, 1594, 

and began to construct the fortifications which are now 

seen on the bank of the river. In 1620, the govern

ment of Asomption was reduced in Paraguay, and 

Buenos Ayres became the chief city of the second 

government established in La Plata. In 1629, a 

royal decree united into a single viceroyalty the 

hitherto separate governrnents of Buenos Ayres, of 

Asomption, and the provinces of Charcas, Potosi, and 

Cochabarnba. In 1640, the Portuguese carried their 

arms into the La Plata, but after many con tests, 

stretching over many years, a treaty was made in 

1í85, by which the domain carne into the possession 

of Spain definitively;-

Until the eighteenth century there was but one 

viceroyalty in South America, tbat of Peru, which 

extended from the western to the eastern shore, but 

on account of the inconveniences of so large a ter

ritory, Spain created another m New Grenada in 

1í18, a capitancy in Caraccas in 1734, another in 
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Chili at the same time, and the viceroyalty of Buenos 

Ayres, including the provinces of U pper Perno 

The viceroy was the representative ?f the King 
and his conrt, and he maintained the pomp ancllnxury 

of the court of Madrid. The viceroyalty united the 

civil and' military power with no other counterpoise 

than the distant dependency of the Council of the 

lndies, and the near but indirect inspection of the 

audiencia, a court of appeal for all cases not exceed

ing 10,000 dollars in gold. The viceroy was ex 
offido its president. His sanction, assisted by an as

sessor, was necessary to promulgate any sentence. 

The salary of the' yiceroyalty, 60,000 dollars in 

gold in Mexico and Peru, and 40,000 in Buenos 

Ayres and N ew Grenada, sufficed to sustain the lux

ury prescribed by the royal ordinances. It generally 

lasted five years, and was then obliged to render an 

aecount of its administration, and the viceroy pre

sented himself in person to answer to any eharges 

made against him., Other high functionaries were 

obliged to do the same. Thé members of the audi

eneia were not paid; they must be natives of Spain, 

and could not fOrID marriage ties in South Ameriea; 

they were even reeommended not to contraet intimate 

social relations with the residents of the eountry; but 

an exeeption was 'made in favor of creoles. The 

officials of this body were a regent, tbree auditors, 
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and t",o fisc$, and they took command of ev.erything 

but of declaring war. 

The functions of subdelegates (corregidores) were 

the same as in the peninsula. The institution of 

municipalities ",as the best gual'antee against abuses, 

and these are stilI existent and of great importo 

Although the individuals ·of these corpol'ations were 

not elected populal'ly, they were considered by the 

people as their own representatives. 

The ecclesiastical hierarchy formed another part of 

the colonial system. Ten viceroys in succession occu

pied Buenos Ayres from 1777 to 1806. The Marquis 

of Sobremonte was the King's representative in 1806, 

when the English invaded La Plata. The vicel'oy 

abandoned the capital OD the 27th of June that year, 

Ieaving it to the occupation of General Beresford, and 

fled to Cordova, where he obliged the people to re

ceive him with alI the pl:>mp due to his rank. The 

Governor of Montevideo, Ruiz HUldobro, and the 

cabildo 1 and population of that city, prepareÍl. to re

conquer Buenos Ayres: While the expedition was in 

1 The cabildo W88 a popular &9.embly with official. answering lo 

mayor! sDd aldermen; tbeir attributes and prerogatives were very great, 

especially alter Ihe downfall of Ihe vioeroyalty. Thi. form of govern

meot was originally taken from tbe peninsular government, with tbe idea 

of opposing a barrier to the exactions of the tenitorial lords. Rivadavia, 

when Prosidenl in 1826, .uppressed this body and .ubslilnled for il Ihe 

municipalily whicb .till exi.te. 
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preparation, Santiago Liniers, captain o, a vessel, a 

Fi·enchman in the employ of Spain, arrived at Monte

video with the same purpose. The forces were con

fided to his command, and he retook Buenos Ayres on 

the 14th of August. The next day the principal 

inhabitants formed themselves into a junta which 

invested Liniers with the command, and created civic 

forces to defend the territory which was threatened 

with a new invasion. Sobremonte was obliged to 

bend before the will of the people. He confirmed 

Liniers in the military command, delegated his politi

cal and administrative powers to the audiencia, and 

~etired to Montevideo. 

In 1807, Sir Samuel Auchmuchty with five thou

sand Englishsoldiers, took Montevideo by assault. 

The cabildo and the civic corps demanded the im

prisonment of Sobremonte, and the audiencia, after 

resisting for a time, yielded to the will of the people, 

and ttlok part in a second junta which decreed the 

arrest of the viceroy and the seizure of his papers. 

Another English force under General Whitlocke, 

laid siege to Buenos Ayres, but was beaten in the 

streets of the city'on the 3d of J uly, capitulated, alld 

was obliged to evacuate the whole territory of La 

Plata. The court of Spaill confirmed Liniers in the 

post of viceroy, and nominated Don Francesco Javier 

Elio governor per interim of Montevideo. 
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But from the time Sobromente was deposed, the 

prestige of the vice royalty was lost, never to be 

restored. At this period arose two rival parties, the 

European and the American. Ferdinand VII. was 
• 

at that time dethroned; and this trouble in Spain, 

added to the ideas suggested by the French revolution, 

increased 'the difficulties in ~outh America. The 1st of 

January, 1809, a conspiracy, supported by the Euro

peans, presented themselves in the public square of 

Buenos Ayres, and demanded the deposition of the I 

viceroy and the establishment of a governmental junta 

for the whole viceroyalty. This met with opposition, 

of course, but the idea of in dependen ce had taken 

possession of the people, and the result was that a 

junta was formed, and three persons were put in 

power. Alter the fall of this junta, and the establish

ment of other similar ones, the government was placed 

in 1814, in the hands of. a single person, called Su

preme Director of the U nited Provinces of the La 

Plata. From the beginning of this supreme dh·ectory, 

especially after the return of Ferdinand VII. to the 

throne, there was supposed to be a strong tendency in 

Buenos Ayres towards submitting to the royal author

ity. But if this desire had existedin any force among 

those who directed affairs, or guided public opinion, no 

opportunity or pretext could have offered more favor

able to it t¡;an the incessant solicitations and proposi-
b 
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tions of the Princess Carlota, who asked to reign 

there independently, but which in effect were always 

utterly powerless in Buenos Ayres. General Alvear, 

appointed Director in 1815, had alr~ady made sub

mission to the King, but this reaction caused a revolu

tion in April, at the head of which stood the cabildo. 

The assembly was dissolved, and the Director dis

placed and exiled. On the 24th of March, 1816, a 

general congress opened its sessions at Tucuman. 1t 

declared the independence of the provinces on the 9th 

Ol July, since observed in the Republic as the 4th of 

July in North America, and Don Juan Martín Puyrre

don was appointedDirector. He assumed the power 

ou the 29th of July. Three years after, General 

Rondeau was appointed Director in Puyrredon's 

place.1 

1 Wben Colonel Sarmiento wa. in France in 1867, at tbe awarding of 

prizes in the Exposition, the Argentine Minister to Francet who is tbe 

:)on~in-law of General San ,Ma.rtin, the most remarkable Argentine bero 

of independence, gave an official baoquet to tbe legatioD, on which,occ:a

,ion Colouel Sarmiento had tbe pleasure of relating an historie faet, until 

tben unknown, namely: that General S.... Martin, by bis .onn,els to tbe 

Coogres, of Tueuman in 1816, at wbich tUne lndependen.e was deelared, 

was the moving spirit of. that aet of th.e Congress, fOI wbich tbe Deputies 

were not at that time prepared. To Colonel Sarmiento, also, the public is 

indebted for tbe detall, of tbe famouo iuterview between S .... Martin and 

Bo\ivar in Guayaquil, "bicb resulted in San Martin'. noble self-abnega

tion aud renuDciation, Dot onl, of bis place in tbe activity oC tbat period, 

but in tbe \ifelong misunderstaodiog of bis contemporeri .. , all of whicb 

Colonel Sarmiento took ftom tbe lip. of tbe grand old man wben be 
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In the mean time, the province of Montevideo had 

rebelled, and the place had been taken by General 

Alvear on the 23d of June, 1814. General Artigas, 

one of the country commandants, who coiiperated in 

the siege, had early given tokens of insubordination, 

and General Alvear undertook to pursue him with the 

forces that had occupied Montevideo. Master of the 

Banda Oriental, and of all its resources, Artigas dis
played his resentment towards Buenos Ayres. He 

not only took the Oriental province from the Argen

tine community, but his personal influence and that of 

his system, extended over Corrientes, Entrerios, Santa 

Fé, ami Cordova. No treaties were accepted by 

either side. One of the effects of his influence was 

the invasion. of the province of Buenos Ayres by the 

troops of Santa Fé and Entrerios, and in February 

1820, the Director Rondeau was beaten at La Cañada 

de Cepeda. The conquerors entered Buenos Ayres 

",ith their troops, dissolved the Congress and the Di

rectory, and reduced itB power to Buenos Ayres··alone. 

Sorne authors, in speaking of the revolution of 1810, 

have attributed to the landed proprietors considered as 

a dass, an influence, an ambition, and polítical views 

which never had an existence. They declared them-

visiled him in hi9 gelf-imp0ged _xiI_ al Grandbourg iD France, in 1846. 

rarty passi"". ba~ obocor_d tb_ 9ubject tiU Ibat revelation waa made 

from BO autbeDtic a source. 



xx PREFACE. 

selves for their country, as many other classes did, 
purely from a sentiment of patriotism, and nothing 
more. During the first ten years of the revolution, 

when the existence of the Federal and Unitario par
ties was an old story, the rural districts of most of 
the provinces, and that of Buenos Ayres particularly, 
were indiflerent and even strangers to those questions 
and those parties. That multitude of changes in the 
govel'nment which took place in the cities in favor of 

one 01' the other party, were of no importance 01' 

interest in the campagna. It was not till 1815 that it 

was called upon to give its opinion, conjointly with 

that of the city, not .only upon the validity ~f Q. gov

ernment, but even upon the proposed reform of a 
provisory State, which was never realized. The rural 

districts never made a movement which revealed a 

political idea, and they never misunderstood any gov

ernment. It is true that the gauchos, a peculiar race 

of men that is seen in the pampas, and holds a middle 
place between the European and the aboriginal inhab

itant, followed cer);ain partisans of that epoch, but it 
was because those partisans were the immediate au

thority which th6y recognized; they followed tbem 

from personal affection and from the habit of obe

dience, but from no political conviction, nor from any 

desire to make any. system prevail for their interest as 
a cIass. The chieftainship (caudillage) did not ap-
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pea.r till 1829. The rural districts, passively obedient, 

knew neither "Unitarianism" nor "Federali~m." If 
the Congress of 1826 had proclaimed a federation, the 

chiefs that then represented the federation would have 

cried unítll; the opposition was against men, not 

against things, which were but a pretexto 

In 1820, in the absence of the Governor of the 

Province, Don Manuel Dorrego, who had offended and 

gone to fight the Governor of Sante Fé, Don Martin 

Rodriguez was put in his place. The cabildo pro

tested against this; the city was thrown into agita

tion, and Rodriguez had to flee to the country. He 

returned to the city with Juan Manuel Rosas, corn

mander of the mili tia or country forces, called the 
Colorados (or red soldiers) of La Conchas - aman of 

a Buenos Ayres family, but who, rejecting education, 

had gone into the country to enjoy more license for his 

vices than the customs of the city would allow. By 

the help of Rosas, Rodriguez was reestablished. Hap

pily, Rodriguez chose Rivadavia for his prime "minis

ter, and the country appeared to breathe a free breath 

under the wise and enlightened administration of this 

truly great mano 

When the Revolution of Independence began, the 

grand fractions of the viceroyalty, now its separate 

States, proposlld to separate and form private govern

ments. When the struggle with Spain ended, this was 
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efFected. Rivadavia, who was the chief of the Uni

tarios, began by introducing into Buenos Ayres the 

complete system of a Republic for this province alone, 

with legislature, .government, revenues, etc., like the 

North American States, and advised the other prov

inces to do the same, each for itself. This was Uní
taríanísm. The foundations of federal system were 
thus unconsciously laid by the Unitarios themselves, 

though at that time they opposed federation. What 

Rivadavia wished at that moment was to give to the 

a~tual governments regular form; but he, San Martin 

and Bolivar, bad the same horror of the idea of federa

tion that the French had in the time of the Girondines. 

Rodriguez was succ"eeded in 1824 by General Don 

Juan Gregorio las Heras. Under his administration a 

general Congress was convoked, which created a gen

eral government under a President, independent of the 

government of Buenos Ayres. The seat of both the 

provincial and general governments was the city of 

Buenos Ayres, and grave inconveniences were the 

consequence. The provincial government and its rep

resentatives were dissolved, and Rivadavia was made 

President-Generalon tlIe 8th of February, 1826. He 

kept that office but one year. The opposition to him 

in Congress was in the majority, and he resigned. Dr. 

Don Vicente Lopez was put inhis place, When Con

gress dissolved, the representatives, the majority of 
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whom ",ere Federals, nominated Don Manuel Dorrego, 

who began to rule in August, 1827. He was driven out 

by Juan Lavalle in December of this year. Dorrego 

fled to the country, but was beaten and shot by La

valle. Rosas, partisan of Dorrego, fled to Santa Fé, 

from whence he returned with Lopez, its governor. 

Lavalle was beaten by Lopez, at the Puente del Mar

ques, in 1828. Don J. José Viemont was appointed 

Governor, and in 1829 was succeeded by Rosas. The 

Unitario forces, who, with their leaders, had emigrated 

from Buenos Ayres, occupied the Province of Cor

doba, under the orders of General Paz, who was 

caught by a lasso at the head of his army, and thus 

made prisoner. Facundo Quiroga triumphed over 

Castillo, another Unitario chief, and this was the occa

sion of his appearing on the general scene of action. 
He was the most celebrated of an those chiefs, repre

senting no party, but a gaucho oi gauchos; his char

acteristics brought him a'n influence,. baleful though it 

was, which made him aspire to the first pIaqe in the 

Republic. Rosas, ",hose most distinguishing traits 

were his atrocious c;~eIty and malice, was jealous of 

him, and caused his assassination at Barranca-yaco. 

All the accomplices of the crime were subsequently ar:

rested and e'l:ecuted. Lopez died soon after under cir~ 

cumstances that point~d aImost unmistakabIy to poison. 

Cullen, Ga.v.ernor of Santa Fé, who' had bathed his 
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hands in the conspiracy against Quiroga, and who had 

letters in his possession that would have compromised 

Rosas, was shot by Rosas' order at the Arroyo del 

Medio, a little river between the Provinces of Buenos 

Ayres and Santa Fé, to which place he was trans

ported for that purpose. The character of Rosas was 

as stupidly misunderstood abroad, at the time of his 

supremacy, as that of Lopez of Paraguay at the pres

:nt time. When he was appointed Governor by the 

Congress, he was crowned by the women ; the city 

was illuminated, bands of music paraded, the people 

weré in a state of exultation, and the universal cry 

was "Death to the Unitarios!" On the 18th day 

of lhe same month the iIouse of Representatives, "in 
order to reward the worthy citizen, Don Juan Manuel 

Rosas, and his country companions, fOl" having stifled 

the scandalous military insurrection of the 1st of De

cember, 1828," voted for a law declaring al! publica

tiOllS printed since the 1st of December, 1828, against 

the fonner governor, Dorrego, or Colonel Rosas, Ol" 

too provincial governors and respectable patriots who 

had served the cause· of order, to be infamous libels, 

and disgraceful to public morals and honor. It also 

declared him "the· restorel· of the laws and insti

tutions of the Province of Buenos Ayres. The 

rank of Brigadier-General of this province shall be 

given him, and the Jegislature charges itself with 
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making him known in this character throughout the 

Republic. He shall be decorated with a sword and a 

golden medal ornamented with the symbols of law, 

justice, and courage; the medal shaIl l>e garnished 

with brilliants on one side, and shaIl have a crown of 

laureIs and an olive branch as an emblem of gratitude, 

with these words: Bue:TWS Ayres ro the Restorer of the 

Law8. The reverse shall have his bust in cement, with 

utensils of agriculture and trophies of war, and the 

de vice : He cultivated his fields and defended his coun

try." 

But their hopes were sadly disappointed. For more 

than twenty years he held them in abject terror, such 

as Colon el Sarmiento bas described. Tbe rigor of his 

rule deceived the worId, which gives the meed to suc

cess ratber than to merito When Colonel Sarmiento 

visited the United States in 1847, and saw the work

ing of federal institutions, his views of government 

underwent a great change. He had been a Unitario 

from education, and antagonism of ideas to :Rosas· and 

the caudillos, or country chiefs, and from 1827 had 

taken arms against fIle Federal party, which was iden

tified with tbem. Forty years of separation of the 

provinces, during which each had had its own govern

ment, had broken every national tie, and they could 

not easily unite under a federal government, such as 

the caudilIQS had proposed in opposition to Rivadavia. 
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Rosas had continued to triumph over all the forces 

which the Republic had united to free itself from his 

horrible tyranny, and the Unitario chiefs and emigrants 

were driven into Montevideo, where Rosas besieged 
• them. In 1848, while still in Chili, Colonel Sarmiento 

established a periodical caIled " The Cronica," and ad

vocated a federal government, like that of the United 

States, as the only means of continuing the Republic. 

In this manner he could attract the provinces to 

their party, accepting the federation, whichexisted, in 
fact. After he bad establisbed that semi-annual peri

odicaL, he founded another weekly one, called "Sud 

Amercia," which ¡asted till1850, in which be unfolded 

the constituent principIes of federation, and promoted 

the free navigation of the rivers in order to give sea

ports to the provinces. Another object of it was to 

enconrage emigrll:tion. His endeavors were crowned 

with the most complete success. In 1850, he wrote a 

pamphlet proposing a Congress, and preparing tbe way 

to form a union and aIliance of the Unitario chiefs and 

the Federal caudillos. This pampblet was called " Ar

giropolis," and his plan was to foand another capital 

in the island of Martín Garcia. This pam'phlet was 

very effective, and ruined Rosas among ]lis own sup

porters. Bompland, the celebrated naturalist, the com

panion of Humboldt, presented himself before U rquiza, 

the principal chieftain under Rosas, and refused obedi-



PREFACE. xxvii 

en ce to the latter, and proposed a federal constitution 

. and the allianee of the Unitarios, who had collected for 

mutual defense at Montevideo. This plan was ac

cepted. Colonel Sarmiento, the present President 

Mitré, and General Paunero, now eandidate for the 

Viee-Presidency, left Chili and went to Buenos Ayres, 

round Cape Horn, to join Urquiza. Theyeonquered 

Rosas at Caseros. Thus the Unitarian pal'ty itself 

agreed to give the country a federal constitution. 

Colonel Sarmiento began the movement alone, but 

was finany joined by his friends. But General Ur

quiza proved ineapable,. through his ignoran ce and his 

gaucho habits, of eomprehending the signifieance of 

the thing he had done himself, and endeavored to con

tinue the old arbitrary rule. The biographieal sketch 

in this volume recounts the self-banishment of Colonel 

Sarmiento at this time, and his subsequent return and 

labors in tbe Province of Buenos Ayres in a private 

capaeity. Buenos Ayres suceeeded in resisting Ur

quiza at tbis ~me,. and constitúted itself again a 

separate State while Urquiza governed thé provinees. 

When Colon el Sarmiento was elected Deputy to tbe 

legisl~ture of Buenos Ayres, before his release from 

Chili in 1855, he refused the office, and addressed a 

letter to the electors, reproaching them fol' having 
separated from the Rppublic. He was then appointed 

Deputy from Tucuman, and refused that also, because 
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Tucuman had constituted itself indepenclent of Buenos 
Ayres. When he went to Buenos Ayres in 1856, aU 
his elforts and writings had for their object the Union. 
Ris oration at that time over the ashes of Rivadavia, 
which be gave at the request of the municipality when 
they were received from Europe at the port of Buenos 
Ayres, was an appeal to the national sentiment for 
this Union. In 1859, the Convention, called at tbe in
stigation of himself and friends, met at Buenos Ayres 
to amend the Constitution, and Colonel Sarmiento pro

posed such amendments as made it resemble that of 
tbe United States, and in the National Convention was 

chielly instrumental in ratifying tbese and bringing 

about.the Union which nolV exists. 

When Governor of San Juan, he labored to amend 

tbe State government, hut was opposed by his Uni
tario friends, who feared that he would give the prov

inces too much power. The disastrous bistory of 

tbe last few years bas proved tbat be was in the rigbt, 

and bis countrymen, by tbe light of tke conflagration 

of civil war, bave at last seen that be was tbeir best 

guide, and tbe only prominent man tbat bas clearIy 

mastered tbe situation. Their wild cry of agony now 

summons him to tbeir aid. 
MARY MANN. 
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LIFE IN THE ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 

CHAPTER l. 

PHYSICAL ASPECT OF THE ARGENTINE REPUBLIC, AND 

TBE FonMS OF CHARACTER, HABITS, AND IDEAS INDUCED 

BY IT. 

" The extent of tbe Pampas is so prodigiouB thn.t tbey are bouDded 00 the north 
by groves of palm-treea and on the soutb by etemal snows. JI - Htad. 

THE Continent of America ends at the south in a 
point, with the Strait of MagelIan at its southern ex
tremity. Upon the west, the Chilian Andes run par
allel to the coast at a short distance from the Pacifico 
Between that range of mountains and the Atlantic is 
a country whose boundary foIlows the River Plata up 
the course of the Uruguay into the interior, which was 
formerly known as the United Provinces of the River 
Plata, but where blood is still shed to ,determine 
whether its name shaIl be the Argentine Republic or 
the Argentine Confe-deration. On the north lie Para
guay, the Gran Chaco, and Bolivia, its assumed boun
daries. 

The vast tract which occupies its extremities is alto
gether uninhabited, and possesses navigable rivers as 
yet unfurrowed even by a frail canoe. Its own extent 

1 
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is the evil from which the Argentine Republic suffers; 
the desert encompasses it on every side amI penetrates 
its very heart; wastes containing no human dwelling, 
are, generally speaking, t1le unmistakable bounda
ries between its several provinces. Immensity is the 
universal characteristic of the country: the plains, the 
woods, the rivers, are all immense; amI the horizon 
is always undefined, always lost in haze aneI delieate 
vapors which forbid the eye to mark the point in the 
distant perspective, where the land ends and the sky 
begins. On the south and on the north are savages 
ever on the watch, ",ho take advantage of the moonlight 
nights to fall like packs of hyenas llpon the }lerds in 
theiJ; pastures, and upon the defenseless settlements. 
When the solitary caravan of wagons, as it sluggishly 
traverses the pampas, halts for a short period ofrest, the 
me'n in charge of it, grouped around their seanty fire, 
turn their eyes mechanically toward the south upon the 
fuintest whisper of the wind among the dry grass, and 
gaze into the deep darkness of the night, in search of 
.the sinister visages of the sa\'age horde, which, at an)" 
moment, approaching unperceived, may surprise them. 
If no sound reaches their ears, if thcir sight fails to 
pierce the gIoomy veiI which covers the silent wiIder
ness, they direct their eyes, before entirely dismissing 
their apprehensions, to the ears of any horse standing 
within the fireIight, to see if they are pricked up 01' 

turned earelessIy backwards. Then they resume their 
interrupted conversation, 01' put into their mouths the 
half-scorched pieees of dried beef on w hieh they subsisto 
When not fearfuI of the approach of the savage, the 
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plainsman has equal cause to dread the keen eyes of the 
tiger, or the viper beneath his feet. This constant in se
curity of life outside the towns, in my opinion, stamps 
upon the Argentine character a certain stoical l'esig
nation to death by violence, which is regarded as one 
of the inevitable probabilities of existence. Pel'haps 
this is the reason why they inflict death or submit to it 
with so much indifference, and why such events make 
no deep or lasting impressioll upon the survivors. 

The inhabited portion of this country - a country 
unusually favored by nahu'e, ana embracing all varie
tíes of climates - may be divided into three sections 
possessing distinct characterlstics, which cause differ
ences of character among the inhabitants, growing out 
of the necessity of their adapting themselves to the 
physical conditions which surround them. 

In the north, an extensive forest, reaching to the 
Chaco, covers with. its impenetrable mass of boughs a 
space whose extent would seem incredible if there could 
be any marveI too great for the colossal types of Nature 
in America. 

In the central zone, Iying parallel to the former, the 
plain and the forest long contend with each other for 
the possession of the soíl; the trees.prevail for some 
distance, but gradually dwindle into stlmted and thorny 
bushes,only reappearing in belts of forest along the 
banks of the streams, until finally in the south, the vic
tory remains with the plain, which displays its smooth, 
velvet-like sllrface unbounded and unbroken. It is the 
image of the sea upon the land ; the earth as it appears 
upon the map-the earth yet waiting for the command 
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to bring forth every herb yielding seed after ¡ts kind. 
We may indicate, as a noteworthy feature in the con
figuration of this country, the aggregation of navigable 
rivers, which come together in the east, fi.·om alI points 
of the horizon, to form the Plata by their union, and 
thus worthily to present their mighty tribute to the 
Ocean, which receives it, not without visible marks of 
disturbance and respecto But these immense canals, 
excavated by the careful haml of Nature, introduce no 
change into the national customs. The son s of the 
Spanish adventurers who colonized the country hate 
to travel by water, feeling themselves imprisoned when 
within the narrow limits of a boat or a pinnace. When 
tbeir path is crossed by a great river, they strip them
selves unconcernedly, prepare their horses for swim
ming, and plunging in, make for sorne island visible in 
th~ distance, where hórse and horseman take breath, 
and by thus continuing their course from isle to isIe, 
finalIy effect their crossing. 

Thus is the greatest blessing which Providence 
bestows upon any people disdained by the Argentine 
gaucho, who regards it rather as an obstacle opp'osed 
to his movements, than as the most powerful means of 
facilitating them; thus the fountain of nationaI growth, 
the origin of the early celebrity of Egypt, the cause of 
Holland's greatness, and of the Tapid development of 
North America, the navigation of rivers, Ol- the use of 
canals, remaills a latellt power, unappreciated by the 
inhabitants of the banks of the Bermejo, Pilcomayo, 
Parana, and Paraguay. A few small vessels, manned 
by Italians and adventurers, sail up stream fi·om the 
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Plata, but after ascending a few leagues, even this 
navigation entirely ceases. The instinct of the sailur, 
which the Saxon colonists of the north possess in so 
high a degree, was not bestowed upon the Spania¡·d. 
Another spirit is Ileeded to stir these arteries in which 
a nation's Iife-blood now lies stagnant. Of al! these 
rivers which should bear civilization, power, and wealth, 
to the most hidden recesses of the continent, and make 
of Santa Fé, Entre Rios, Corrientes, CO¡'dova, Saltas, 
Tucuman, and Jujui, rich and populous states, the 
Plata alone, whieh at la5t unites them al!, bestows its 
benefits upon the inhabitants of its banks. At its 
mouth stand two cities, Montevideo .and Buenos Ayres, 
whieh ato present reap alternately the advantages of 
their enviable position. Buenos Ayres is destined to 
be some day the most gigantie city of either Ameriea. 
Under a benignant c1imate, mistress of the navigatiun 
of a hundred rivers flowing past her feet, covering a 
vast area, and surrounded by inland provinces whieh 
know no othe!' outlet for their produets, she would ere 
now have beeome the Babylon of America, if the spirit 
of the Pampa had not breathed upon her, and left un
developed the rieh offerings which the rivers and pro v
inees should uneeasingly bring. She is the .. only eity 
in the vast Argentine territory which is in eommunica
tion with European -nations; she alone can avail her
self of the advantages of foreign commerce; she alone 
has power and revenue. Vainly have th~ provinces 
asked to receive through her, civilization, industry, and 
European population; a senseless colonial policy made 
her deaf to these cries. But the provinces had their 
revenge when they sent to her in Rosas the c1imax of 
their OWIl barbarismo 
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Hea\'ily enough have those who uttered it, paid for 
the saying, "The Argentine Republic ends at the 
Arroyo del Medio." It now reaches from the Andes 
to the sea, while barbarism and violence have sunk 
Buenos Ayres below the level of the provinces. 'Ve 
ought not to complain of Buenos Ay¡·es that she is 
great and will be greater, for this is her destiny. This 
would be to complain of Providence and call upon it 
to alter physical outlines. This being impossible, let 
us accept as \VeH done what has been done by the 
Master's hand. Let us rather blame the ignorance of 
that brutal power which makes the gifts lavished by 
Nature upon an erring people of no avail for itself or 
for .the pro\·inces. Buenos Ayres, instead of sending 
to the interior, light, wealth, and prosperity, sends only 
chains, exterminating hordes, and petty subaltern ty
rants. She, too, takes her revenge for the evil inflicted 
upon her by the provinces when they prepared for her 
a Rosas! . 

1 have indicated the circumstance that the position 
of Buenos Ayres favors monopoly, in order to show 
that the configuration of the country so tends to ce n
tralization and consolidation, that even if Rosas had 
uttered his cry of" Confederation or Death !" in good 
faith, he would haye ended with the consolidated sys
tem which is now established. Our desire, however, 
should be for union in civilization, and in liberty, while 
there has been given us only union in barbarism and 
in slavery. But a time will come when business will 
take its legitimate course. What it now concerns us 
to know is, that the progress of civilization must culmi
nate only in Buenos Ayres; the pampa is a very bad 
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meclium of trnnsmission and clistribution throllgh the 
pro\·illces, and we are no\\' about to see what is the 
reslllt <?f this C'ondition of .things. 

Bllt aboye all the peculiarities of special portions of 
tlle C'ountry, there predominates one general, uniform, 
and constant character. Whether the soíl is covered 
with the lllxuriant and col055al vegetation of the tropics, 
or stunted, thorny, and unsightly shrubs bear witness 
to the scanty moisture which sustains them ; or whether 
finally the pampa displays its open and monotonous 
level, the surface of the country is generally flat and 
unbroken - the mountain groups of San ;Luis and 
COl·clova iJi the centre, and some projecting spurs of the 
Andes toward the north, being scarcely an interrup
tion to this boundless continuity. 

We have, in this fact, a new element calculated to 
consolidate the nation which is hereafter to occupy 
these great solitudes, for it is well known that moun
tains and other natural obstacles interposed between. 
different districts, keep up the isolation and the primi
tive peculiarities of theirinhabitants. North America 
is destilled to'be a fecleration, not so much beca use its 
first settlemellts were independent of each other, as on 
account of tlle length. of its Atlantic coast, ancl the 
various routes to the interior afforded by the Sto Law
rence in the north, the Mississippi in the south, and the 
immense system of canal s in the centre. The Argen
tine Republic is "one and indivisible." 

Many phílosophers have al so thought that plains pre
pare the way for despotism, just as mountains furnish 
strongholds for the struggles of liberty. The boundless 
plain whicJ¡ permits tbe unobstructed passage of large 
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and weighty wagon s by routes 'upon which the hand 
of man has only been required to cut away a few trees 
and thickets, and which extend from Salta to Buenos 
Ayres, and thence to Mendoza, a distance of more than 
seven hundred le agues, constitutes one of the most 
noteworthy features of the internal conformation of the 
Republic. The exertions of die individual, aided by 
what rude nature has done already, suffice to provide 
ways and means of communication; if art shall offer 
its assistance, if the forces of society shall attempt to 
supply the strength la~king in the individual, the ro
lossal dimensions of the work will repel the most enter
prising, and insufficiency of labor will be an obstacle. 
Thus in the matter of roads, untamed nature willlong 
havé control, and the action of civilization will con
tinue weak and inoperative. 

Moreover, these Olüstretched plains impart to the 
life of the interior a certain Asiatic coloring, which \Ve 
may even call very decided. 1 have often mechani
cally saluted the moon, as it rose calmly and brightly, 
with these words of Volney.in his description of the 
Ruins: "La pleine lune a l'Orient s'élévait sur un 
fond bIeuatre aux pIaines rives de l'Euphrate." There 
is something in the wiIds of the Argentine territory 
which brings to mind the wilds of Asia; the imagina
tion discovers a likeness between the pampa and the 
plains Iying between the Euphrates and the Tigris; 
sorne affinity between the loneIy ¡¡ne of wagon s which 
crosses our wastes, arriving at Buenos Ayres after :1. 

journey lasting for months, and the caravan of camels 
which takes its way toward Bagdad or Smyrna. The 
wagon s which make such journeys among us, consti-
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tute, so to speak, squadrons of little barks, the erews of 
whieh have a peculiar dress, dialect, and set of customs, 
which distinguish them from their fellow-countrymen, 
just as the sailor differs from the landsman. The head 
of ea eh party is a military leader, like the ehief of an 
Asiatic cara van ; this position can be filled only by a 
man of iron will, and daring to the verge of rashness, 
that he may hold in check the audacity and turbulence 
of the land pirates who are to be directed and ruled 
by himself alone, for no help can be summoned in the 
deserto On the least symptom of insubordination, the 
captain raises his iron chicote, and delivers upon the 
mutineer blows which make eontusions and wounds ; 
if the resistanee is prolonged, before resorting to his 
pistols, the help of which he generalIy scorns, he leaps 
from his horse, grasps his formidable knife, and quickly 
reestablishes his authority by his superior skill in 
handling it. If any one loses his life under such disci
pline, the leader is not answerable for the assassination, 
which is regarded as an exercise of legitimate authority. 

From these characteristies arises in the life of the 
Argentine people the reign of brute force, the suprem
acy of the strongest, the absolute and irresponsible 
authority of rulers, the. administration of justice with
out formalities or discussion. The earavan-' of wagons 
is provided, moreover, with one or two guns to each 
wagon, and sometimes the leading one has a small 
piece of artillery on a swivel. If the train is attacked 
by the savage~, the wagons are tied together in a ring, 
and a successful resistan ce is almost always opposed to 
the blood-thirsty and rapacious plunder of the assail
ants. D~fenseless droves of pack-mules oftcn falI into 
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the hallds of these American Bedouins, and muleteers 
rarely escape with their lives.. In these long journeys, 
the lower classes of the Argentine population acquire 
the habit of living far from society, of struggling single
handed with nature, of disregarding privation, alld of 
depending for protection against the dangers ever im
minent upon no other resources than personal strength 
and skill. 

The reople who inhabit these extensive districts, 
belong to two different races, the Spanish ami the 
native; the combinations of which form a series of im
perceptible gradations. The pure Spanish race pre
domina tes in the rural districts of Cordova and San 
Luis, where it is common to meet young shepherdesses 
fair and rosy, and as beautiful as the belles of a capital 
could wish to be. In Santiago del Estero, the bulk of 
the rural population sttll speaks the Quichua dialect, 
which plainly shows its Indian origino The country 
people of Corrientes use a very pretty Spanish dialecto 
" Dame, gene~al, una chiripa," said his soldiers to La
valle. The Andalusian soldier maystill be recog
nized in the rural districts of Buenos Ayres; and in 
the city foreign surnames are tbe most numerous. The 
negro race, by tbis time nearly extinct (except in 
Buenos Ayres), has left, in its zambos and mulattoes, 
a link which connects civilized man with the denizen 
OL the woods. This race mostly inhabiting cities, has 
a tendency to become civilized, and possesses talent and 
the finest instinc'ts of progress. 

With these ~eservations, a homogeneolls whole has 
resulted from the fusion of the tbree above-named 
families. 1t is characterized by love of idleness and 
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incapacity for industry, except when education and the 
exigencies of a social position succeed in spurring it out 
oí' its customary pace. To a great extent, this unfor
tunate result is owing to the ,incorporation of the natiye 
tribes, effected by the process of colonization. The 
American aborigines live in idleness, and show them
selves in(,apable, even under compulsion, of hard and 
protracted lahor. This suggested the idea oI' introdu
cing negroes into America, which has produced such 
fatal results. But the Spanish race has not shown 
itself more energetic than the aborigines, when it has 
been left to its own instincts in the wilds of America. 
Pity andshame are excited by the comparison of one 
uf the German or Scotrh colonies in the southern part 
of Buenos Ayres and sorne towns of the interior of the 
Argentine Republic; in the former the cottages are 
painted, the front-yards always neatly kept and adorned 
with f10wers and pretty shrubs; the furniture simple 
but complete; copper or tin utensils always bright and 
c1ean ; nicely curtained beds; and the occupants of the 
dwelling are always industriously at work. Sorne such 
families have retired to enjoy the conveniences of city 
Jife, with great fortunes'gained by their previous labors 
in milking their cows, and making' butter and' cheese. 
The town inhabited by natives of the country, pre
sents a picture entirely the reverse. There, dirty and 
ragged children live, with a menagerie of dogs; there, 
men lie about in utter idleness; neglect amI poverty 
prevail everywhere; atable and sorne baskets are the 
only furniture of wretched huts remarkable for their 
general aspect of barbarism and carelessness. 

This w\,etched manner of Jife of a people already on 
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the decrease, and belonging to the pastoral districts, 
doubtless gave rise to the words which spite and the 
humiliation of the English arms' drew from Sir Walter 
Scott: "The vast plains.of Buenos Ayres," he says, 
"are inhabited only by Christian savages known as 
Guachos" (gauchos, he should have said), "whose 
furniture is chiefly composed of horses' skulls, whose 
food is raw beef and water, and whose favorite pastime 
is running horses to death. Unfortunately," adds the 
good foreigner, "they prefer their national independ
ence to OUl' cottons and muslins." 1 

It would be well to ask England to say at aventure 
how many yards of linen and pieces of muslin she 
would give to own these plains of Buenos Ayres 1 

Upon the boundless expanse above described stand 
scattered here and there fourteen cities, each the capi
tal· of a province. The obvious method of arranging 
their names would be to classify them according to 
their geographical position: Buenos Ayres, Santa Fé, 
Entre Rios, and Corrientes, on the banks of the Para
ná; Mendoza, San Juan, Rioja, Catamarea, Tucuman, 
Salta, and Jujui, being on a line nearIy parallel to the 
Chilian Andes; with Santiago, San Luis, and Cor
dova, in the centre. But this manner of enumerating 
the Argentine towns has no connection with any of the 
social results which 1 have in view. A classification 
adapted to my purpose must originate in the ways of 
life pursued by the country people, for it is this which 
determines their character and spirit. 1 hilVe stated 
aboye that the proximity of the rivers makes no rlifler
ence in this respect, because the extent to which they 

1 Lije of Napoleon Bo.aparte, vol. ii., chapo 1. 
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are nayigated is so trifling as to be without influence 
upon the people . 
. AH the Argentine provinces, except San.J uan and 

Mendoza, depend on the products of pastoral life; 
Tucuman avails itself of agriculture also, and Buenos 
Ayres, besides raising millions of cattle and sheep, de
votes itself to the numerous amI diversified occupabons 
of civilized life. 

The Argentine cities, like almost alI the cities of 
South Ameriea, have an appearance of regularity. 
Their streets are laid out at right angles, and their 
population scattered over a wide surface, except in 
Cordova, which occupies a narrow and confined posi
tion, and presents alI the appearance of a European 
eity, the resemblance being increased by the multitude 
of towers and domes attached to its numerous and 
magnificent churches. AlI eivilization, whether native, 
Spanish, or European, centres in the cities, where are 
to be tound the manufactories, the shops, the schools 
and coHeges, and other characteristics of civilized na
tions. Elegance of style, articles of luxury, dress-coats, 
and frock-coats, with other European garments, oc
cupy their appropriate place in these towns. 1 mention 
these small matters designedly. rt is sometimes the 
case that the only city of a pastoral province· is its cap
ital, and occasionalIy the land is uncultivated up to its 
very streets. The encircling desert besets such cities 
at a greater or less distance, and bears heavily upon 
them, and they are thus small oases of eÍvilization sur
rounded by an untilled plain, hundreds of square miles 
in extent, the surface of which is but rarely interrupted 
by any settlement of consequence. 
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The cities of Buenos Ayres and Cordova have sue
ceeded better than the others in establishing about them 
subordinate towns to serve as new foei of civilization 
and municipal interests; a faet ",hieh deserves notiee. 
The inhabitants of the city \Vcar the European dress, 
Jive in a civilized manner, and possess Ja\Vs, ideas of 
progress, mean s of instruction, sorne municipal organi
zation, regular forms of government, etc. Beyond the 
precincts of the city everything assumes a new aspect; 
the country people wear a different dress, which 1 \Vil! 
ca11 South American, as it is common to a11 districts ; 
their habits of Jife are diffen:nt, their wants peculiar 
and limited. The people cornposing these t\Vo distinct 
forms of society, do not seern to belong to the same 
nation. Moreover, the countryrnan, far from attempt
ing to imitate the cllstoms of the city, rejects ,vith dis
daln its Juxury and refinement ; and it is unsafe for the 
costume of the city people, their coats, their cloaks, 
their saddles, or anything European, to show them
selves in the country. Everything civilized ",hieh the 
city contains is blockaded there, proscribed beyond its 
limits; ami any one who should dare to appear in the 
rural districts in a frock-coat, for example, or mounted 
on an English saddle, would bring ridicule and brutal 
assaults upon himself. 

The ",hole remaining population inhabit the open 
country, which, whether wooded or destitllte of the 
larger plants, is generally level, and almost everywhere 
occupied by pastures, in sorne places of su eh abun
dance and excellence, that the grass of an artificial 
meadow would not surpass them. Mendoza, and 
especially San Juan, are exceptions to this general 
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absence of tilled fiplds, the people here depending 
chiefly on the products Qf agriculture. E\-erywhere 
el~e, pasturage being plent)', the means of subsistence 
of the inhabitants - for we cannot call it theit· occu
pation - is stoek-raising. Pastoral life reminds us of 
the Asiatic plains, which imagination covers with 
Kalmuek, Cossa'Ck, or Arab tents. The primitive life 
of nations - alife essentialIy barbarous and unpro
gressive - the life of Abraham, which is that of the 
Bedouin of to-day, prevails in the Argpntine plains, 
althollgh modified in a peculiar manner by civilization. 
The Arab tri be which wanders through the wilds of 
Asia, is united under the rule of one of its elders or of 
a warrior chief; society exists, although not fixed in 
any determined locality. Its religious opinions, im
memorial traditions, unchanging customs, and its sen
timent of respect for the aged, make altogether acode 
of laws and a form of government which preserves 
morality, as it is there understood, as well as order and 
the association of the tribe. But progress is impossi
ble, because there can be no progress without .perma
nent possession of the soil, or without cities, which are 
the mean s of developing the capacity of man for the 
processes of industry, and which enable him to extend 
his acqllisitions. 

Nomad tribes do -l1ot exist in the Argentine plains ; 
the stock-raiser is a proprietor, living upon his own 
land; but this condition renders association impossible, 
and tends to scatter separate families over an immense 
extcnt of surface. Imagine an ex pan se of two thou
sand square leagues, inhabited throughout, but where 
the dwelli!lgS are usua))y four or even eight leagueli 
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apart, and two leagues, at least, separate the nearest 
neighbors. The production of movable property is not 
impossible, the enjoyments of luxury are not wholly 
incompatible with this isolation; wealth can mise a 
superb edifice in the deserto But the incentive is 
wanting; no example is near; the inducements for 
makiug a great display which exist in a city, are not 
kno",n in that isolation and solitude. Inevitable pri
vations justify natural illdolence; a dearth of aH the 
amenities of Jife induces aH the externals of barbarismo 
Society has altogether disappeared. There is but the 
isolated self-concentrated feudal family. Si~ce there is 
no coHected society, no government is possible; there 
is neither municipal nor executive power, and civil 
justice has no means of reaching criminals. 1 doubt 
if the modern world presents aoy other form of associ
ation so monstrous as tJús. It is the exact opposite of 
the Roman municipality, where aH the population were 
assembled within an inclosed space, and went from it 
to cultivate the surrounding fields. The consequence 
of this was a strong social organization; the good results 
of which have prepared the way for modern civiliza
tion. The Argentine system resembles the old Slavo
nic Sloboda, with the difference that the latter was 
agricultural, and therefore more susceptible of govern
meot, while the dispersion of the population was not 
so great as in South America. 1t differs from the 
nomad tribes in admitting of no social reunion, and in 
a permanent occupiltion of the soi\. La~t1y, it has 
something in common with the feudal system of the 
Middle Ages, when the barons lived in their strong
holds, and thence made war on the cities, and laid 
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waste the country in the vicinity; but the baron and 
the feudal castle are wanting. If power starts up in 
the country, it !asts only fOl· a lllolllent, and is delllo
cr~tic; it is not inherited, nor can it lllaintain itself, 
for want of mountains and strong positions. 1t follows 
from this, that even the savage tribe of the pampas is 
better organized for moral development than are our 
country districts. 

But the remarkable feature of this society, viewed 
in its social aspect, is its affinity to the life of the an
cients - to the Jife of the Spartans or Romans; but 
again a radical dissimilarity appears when the subject 
is considered from another side. The free citizen of 
Sparta or of Rome threw upon bis si aves the weight 
of materiallife, the care of providing for his subsist
ence, while he lived, free from such cares, in the forum 
or in the public rlace of assembly, exclusively occupied 
with the interests of the State - peace, war, and party 
contests. The stock-raiser has his share of the same 
advantages, and his herds fulfill the degrading office of 
the ancient Helot. Their spontaneous multiplication 
constitutes and indefinitely augments his fortune; the 
help of man is superfluous; bis labor, his intelligcnce, 
his time, are not needed to the preservation and in
crease of the means of life. But though he nee·ds none 
of these forces for th~ supply of his physical wants, be 
is unable to make use of them, when 1.l1Us saved, as 
the Roman did. He bas no city, no municipality, no 
intimate associations, and thus the basis of all social 
development is wanting. As the Jand-owners are not 
brought together, they have no public wants to satisfy; 
in a word, tbere is no res pulJlica. 

• 2 
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Moral progress, and the cultivation of the intellect, 
are here not only neglected, as in the Arab or Tartar 
tribe, but impossible. Where can a 8chool be placed 
for the instruction of children living ten leagues apart 
in al1 directions? Thus, consequently, civilization can 
in no way be brought about. Barbarism is the nonnal 
condition,J and it is fortunate if domestic customs pre
serve a smal1 germ of morality. Religion feels the 
consequences of this want of social organi7.ation. The 
offices of the pastor are nominal, the pulpit has no 
audience, the priest flees from the deserted chapel, or 
allows his cbaracter to deteriorate in inactivity and 
solitude. Vice, simony, and the prevalent barbarism 
penetrate his ceIl, and change bis moral superiority 
into the means of gratifying his avarice or ambition, 
and be ends by becoming a party leader. 1 once wit
nessed a scene of rural life worthy of the primitive 
ages of the world, which preceded the institution of 
the priesthood; In 1838 1 happened to be in the 
Sierra de San Luis, at the house of a proprietor whose 
two favorite occupations were saying prayers and 
gambling. He had built a chapel where he used to 
pray through the rosary on Sunday afternoons, to 
supply the want of a pl'iest, and of the public di vine 
service of which the place had been destitute for many 
years. It was a Homeric pictul'e: the sun declining 
to the west; the sheep returning to the fold, and rend
ing· the air with their confused bleatings j the service 
conducted by the mastel' of the house, aman of sixty, 

1 In 1826, during a year's residence 8t tbe Sierra de San Luis, 1 taught 
the art of reading lo .'X young people of good familie., Ibe youngeet oC 
whom was twenty-two years old. 
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with a noble countenance, in which the pure European 
race was evident in the white skin, blue eyes, and wide 
an.d open foreÍlead; while the responses were made 
by a dozen women and sorne young men, whose imper
fectly broken horses were fastened near the door of the 
chapel. After finishing the rosary, he fervently offered 
up his own petitions. 1 never heard a voice fuller of 
pious feeling, nor a prayer of pllrer warmth, of firmer 
fiLith, of greater beauty, or better adapted to the cir
cumstances, than that which he uttered. In this 
prayer he besought God to grant rain for the fields, 
fruitfulness for the herds and flocks, peace for the Re
public, and safety for all wayfarers. 1 readi)y shed 
tears, and wept even with sobs, for the religious sen ti
ment had been awakened in m)' soul to intensity, and 
like an unknown sensation, far 1 never witnessed a 
more religious scene. 1 seemed to be living in the 
times of Abraham, in his presence, in that of God, and 
of the nature which reveals Rim. The voice of that 
sincere and pure-minded man made al! my nerves vi
brate, and penetrated to my inmost soul. 

To this, that is, to natural religion, is all religion 
reduced in the pastoral districts. Christianity exists, 
like the ~panish idioms, as a tradition which is perpet
uated, but corrupted; colored by gross superstitions 
and unaided by instruction, rites, or convictions. lt is 
the case in almost al! the districts which are remote 
from the cities, that when traders from San Juan or 
Mendoza arrive there, three or four children, sorne 
months or ayear old, are prcsented to them for bap
tism, confidence being felt that their good eaucation 
will enable them to administer the rite in a valid man-
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ner; and 011 the alTival of a priest, young men old 
enough to break a colt, present themselves to him to 
be anointed and have baptism sub conditione adminis
tered to them. 

In the absence of aH the means of civilization and 
progress, which can only be developed among men 
collected into societies of many indi viduals, the educa
tion ofthe country people is as foHows: The women look 
after the house, get the meals ready, shear the sheep, 
milk the cows, make the cheese, and weave the coarse 
cloth used fOl" garments. AH domestic occupations are 
performed by women; on them rests the burden of aH 
th!! laoor, and it is an exceptional favor when some of 
the men undertake the cultivation of a little maize, 
bread not being in use as an ordinary article of dieto 
'rhe boys exercise their strength and amuse themselves 
by gaining skill in the use of the lasso and the bolas, 
with which they constantJy harass and pUl"sue the 
calves and goats. When they can ride, which is as 
soon as they have Jearned to walk, they perform so me 
small sen'ices on horseback. When they become 
stronger, they race over the country, falling off their 
horses and getting up agaill, tumbling on purpose into 
rabbit 1 burrows, scrambJing over precipices, and prac
ticing feats of horsemanship. On reaching puberty, 
they take to breaking wild colts, and death is the least 
penalty that awaits them if their strength or courage 
fails them for a momento With early manhood comes 
complete independence and idleness. 

N ow begins the public Jife of the gaucho, as 1 may 
say, since his education is by this time at an end. 

1 Viscachas. 
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These men, Spaniards only in their language and in 
the confused religious notions preserved among them, 
must be seen, before a right estimate can be made of 
the indomitable and haughty character which grows 
out of this struggle of isolated mall with untamed 
nature, of the rational being with the brute. It is 
necessary lo see their visages bristling with beards, 
their countenances as grave and serious as those of the 
Arabs of Asia, to appreciate the pitying scorn wilh 
which they look upon the sedentary denizen of the 
city, \Vho may have read many books, but who cannot 
overthrow and slay a fierce bull, who could not pro
vide himself with a horse from the pampas, \Vho has 
never met a tigel' alone, and received him with a dag. 
gel' in one hand and a poncho rolled up in the other, 
to be thrust into the animal's mouth, while he trans
fixes his heal't with his daggel'. 

This habit of triumphing over resistan ce, of con
stantly showing a superiol'ity to Nature, of defying and 
subduing her, prodigiously develops the consciousness 
of individual consequence and superior prowess. The 
Argentine people of every class, civilízed and ignorant 
alike, have a high opinion of theil' national importance. 
All the other peopl~_ of South America throw this 
vanity of theirs in their teeth, and take offense at theil' 
presumption and arl'oganee. 1 believe the charge not 
lo be wholly unfounded, but 1 do nol object to the 
trait. Alas, fol' the nation without faith in itself! 
Great things were not made for su eh a people. To 
what extent may not the independence of that part of 
Amel·ica be"due to the arrogance of these Argentine 
gauchos, who have nevel' se en anything beneath the 
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sun superior to themselves in wisdom or in power? 
The ElIropean is in their eyes the most eonternptible 
of all men, for a horse gets the better of him in a 
eouple of plunges. l 

If the origin of this national vanity among the lower 
c1asses is despieable, it has none the less on that ae
eount sorne noble results; as the water of a river is no 
less puré for the mire aud pollution of its sources. Im
placable is the hatred which these people feel for men 
of refinement, whose garments, rnanners, and eustoms, 
they regard with invineible repugnance. Sueh is the 
material of the Argentine soldiery, and it may easily be 
im,agined what valor and enduranee in war are the eon
sequences of the habits described aboye. We may 
add that these soldiers have been used to slaughtering 
cattle from their ehildhood, and that this act of neces
sary eruelty makes them familiar with bloodshed, and 
haroens their hearts against the groans of their vie
tims. 

Country life, then, has developed a11 the physieal 
but none of the intelleetual powers of the gaucho. 
His moral character is of the quality to be expeeted 
from his habit of triumphing over the obstacles and the 
forees of nature; it is strong, haughty, and energetic. 
Without instruetion, and indeed without need of any, 
without means of support as without wants, he is happy 
in the midst of his .poverty aud privations, whieh are 
not sueh to one who never knew nor wished fol' greater 
pleasures tban are bis already. Thus if the disorgani-

1 General MaDailla aaid, in a public meeting during tbe French block· 
ade, u What have we to apprehend from those Europeans, who are not 
equal to olle night's gallop?" and tbe vast plebeiaD audience drowned 
tbe speaker'! voice with thunders of applause. 
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zation of society among the gauchos deeply implants 
barbarism in their natures, through the impossibility 
and uselessness of moral and intellectual education, it 
has, too, its attractive side to him. The gaucho does not 
labor; he finds his food and raiment ready to his hand. 
If he is a proprietor, his own flocks yield him both; if 
he possesses nothing himself, he finds them in the house 
of a patron or a relation. The necessary care of the 
herds is reduccd to excursions and pleasure parties; 
the branding, which is like the harvesting of farmers, 
is a festival, the arrival of which is received with trans
ports of joy, being the occasion of the assembling of 
all the men for twenty leagues around, and the oppor
tunity for displaying incredible skill with the lasso. 
The gaucho arrives at the spot on his best steed, riding 
at a slow and measured pace; he halts at a liule dis
tance and puts his leg over his horse's neck to enjoy 
the sight leisurely. If enthusiasm seizes him, he slowly 
dismounts, uncoils his lasso, and flings it at sOllle bull, 
passing like a flash of lightning forty paces from l¡im ; 
he catches him by one hoof, as he intended, and quietly 
coils his leather cord again. 



CHAPTER JI. 

ORIGINALITY AND PECULlARITIES OF THE ARGENTINE 

PEOPLE. 

" Alosl que l' ocea.n, les Steppes rempll'sscnt }'esprlt du scntim.cnt de l'infi.n.i. lI -

Humboldl. 

11 Likc the oceao, the Pampas HU the miad witb tbe lmpressloo oC tbe iD

finite." - Humboldt. 

IF from the conditions of pastoral life, such as colo
ni~tion and neglect have constituted it, rise serious 
obstacles in the way of creating any poli tic al organiza
tion, and much more fuI' the introduction of European 
civilization and institutions, as weH as their natural 
]'esults, weaIth, -and liberty, it cannot be denied, on the 
other hand, that this state of things has its poetic 
side, and possesses aspeC'ts worthy of the pen of the 
romancero If any form of national literature shall 
appear in these new American societies, it must resuIt 
from the description of the mighty scenes of nature, 
and stilI more from the illustration of the strnggle 
between European civilization and native barbarism, 
between mind and matter - a struggleof imposing 
magnitude in South America, and which suggests 
scenes so peculiar, so characteristic, and so far outside 
the circle of ideas in which the European mind has 
been educated, that their dramatic relations would be 
unrecognized mllchinery, except in the country in 
which they are found. 
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The onl)" North American novelist who has gained 
a' European reputation is Fenimore Cooper, and he 
succeeded in doing so by removing the scene of the 
events he described from the settled portion of the 
country to the border land between civilized life and 
that of the savage, the theatre of the war for the pos
session of the soj] waged against eaeh other, by the 
native trilles and the Saxon race. 

It was in this manner that our young poet Eche
varria succeeded in attracting the attention of the 
literary world of Spain by his poem entitled "The 
Captive." The subjects of " Dido and Argea " which 
his predecessors the Varelas had treated with classic 
art and poetic fire, but without success and ineffect
ively, beeause they added notlling to the stock of 
European ideas, were abandoned by this Argentine 
bard, who turned his eyes to the deserto In its 
immeasurable and boundless spaces, in its wastes 
traversed by wandering savages, in the distant belt 
of Hame which the traveller sees approaching when a 
fire has broken out upon the plains, he found the in
spiration derived by the imagination from the sight of 
sueh natural scentlry as is solemn, imposing, unusual, 
and mysterious; and from this the echo o(his verses 
resounded, and was' applauded even in the Spanish 
Peninsula. 

A faet whieh explains many of the social phenom
ena of nations deserves a passing notice. The natural 
peculiarities of any region give rise to customs and 
practices of a corresponding peculiarity, so that where 
the same .circumstances reappear, we find the same 
means of controlling them invented by different nations. 
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Thus, in my opinion, is to he explained the use of bows 
and arrows among all savage nations, whatever may be 
their race, their origin, and their geographical position. 
When 1 carne to the passage in Cooper's .. Last of the 
Mohicans," where Hawkeye and Uncas lose the trail 
of the Mingos in a brook, 1 said to myself: .. They 
will dam up the brook." When the trapper in .. The 
Prairie" waits in irresolute anxiety while the fire is 
threatening him and his companions, all Argentine 
w()uld have recommended the same plan which the 
trapper finally proposes, - that of clearing a space for 
immediate protection, and setting a new fire, so as to 
be able to retü'e upon the ground over which it had 
passed beyond the reach of the approaching flames. 
Such is the practice of those who cross the pampa 
when they are in danger from fires in the grass. 

When the fugitives in .. The Prairie" arrive at a 
river, and Cooper describes the mysteriol1s way in which 
the Pawnee gathers together the buffalo's hide, .. he is 
making a pelota," said 1 to myself, - .. it is a pity there 
is no woman to tow it," -for among liS it is the women 
who tow pelotas across rivers with lassos held between 
their teeth. The way in which a buffalo's head is 
roasted in the desert is the same which we use for 
cooking 1 a cow's head or a loin of vea\. lomit many 
other facts which prove the truth that analilgies in the 
soil hring with them analogous customs, resources, 
and expedients. ThÍs explains O\1r finding in Cooper's 
works accounts of practices and customs which seem 
plagiarized from the pampa; thus, too, we find repro
cluced among American herdsmen, the serious coun-

1 Batear. 
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tenance, the hospitality, and the very garments of the 
Arab. 

The country consequent1y derives a fund of poetry 
from its natural circumstances and the special customs 
resulting from them. To arouse the poetic sense 
(whieh, Iike religious feeling, is a faculty of the human 
mind), we need the sight of beauty, of terrible power, 
of immensity of extent, of sometlling vague and in
comprehensible; for the fables of the imagination, the 
ideal world, begin only where tlle actual and the com
monplace end. 

Now, 1 inquire, what impressions must be made 
upon the inhabitant of the Argentine Republic by tbe 
simple act of fixing his eyes upon the horizon, and see
ing notbing? - for tbe deeper his gaze sinks into that 
shifting, hazy, undefined horizon, the further it with
draws from him, the more it fascinates ancl confuses 
him, and pI unges him in contemplation and doubt. 
What is the end of that world which he vainly seeks 
to penetrate? He knows not! What is there be
yond what he sees? The wildemess, danger, the 
savage, death! Hereo is poetry already; he who 
moves among such scenes is assailed by fantastic 
doubts and tears, by dream~ which possess bis waking 
hours. 

Herice it follows that the disposition and nature of 
the Argentine people are poetic. How can such feel
ings fail to exist, when a black storm-cloud rises, no 
one knows whence, in the midst of a calm, pleasant 
afternoon, and spreads over the sky before a woro can 
be uttere4? The traveller shudders as the crashing 
thunder announces the tempest, and holds his breath 
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in the fear of bringing upon himself one of the thousand 
bolts which flash around him. The light is followed 
by thick darkness; death is on every side; a fealful 
and irresistible power has instantaneously driven the 
soul back upon itself, and made it feel its nothingness 
in the midst of angry nature; made it fcel God him
self in the terrible magnificencc of his works. ·What 
more coloring could the brush of fancy need? Masses 
of darkness which obscure the sun; masses of tremu
lous livid light which shine through the darkness for an 
instant and bring to view far distant portions of the 
pampa, across which suddenly dart vivid lightnings, 
~ymbols of irresistible powcr. These images must 
remain deeply engraved on the sou!. When the storm 
passes by, it leaves the gaucho sad, thoughtful, and 
se~ious, and the alterna,tion of light and darkness con
tinues in his imagination, as the disk of the sun long 
remains upon the retina after we have been looking at 
it fixedly. 

Ask the gaucho, " Whom does the lightning prefer to 
kilI?" and he will lead you into a world of moral and 
religious fancies, mingled with ill-understood faets of 
nature, and with superstitious and vulgar traditions. 
We may add that if it is certain that the electrie fluid 
enters into the economy of human life amI is the same 
as the so-called nervous fluid, the exeitement of which 
rouses the passions and kindles enthusiasm, imagina
tive exertion ought to· be \VeIl suited to the temper of 
a people living under an atmosphere so highly charged 
with electricity that one's clothes sparkle whcn rubbed, 
like a cat's fur stroked the wrong \Vay. 
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How can he be otherwise than a poet who witnesses 
t~ese impressive scenes ? 

"Jira en vano, reconcentra 
Su inmensidad, i no encuentra 
La vista ea su vivo anhelo 
Dó fijar BU fugaz vuelo. 
Como el pájaro en la mar. 
Doquier campo i beredades 
Del ave i bruto guaridas; 
Doquior cielo ¡ soledad .. 
ne Dios solo conocidas, 
Que él solo puede sondear." - Ech .... rria. 

Or he who thus sees Nature in her gala dress? 

"De las entrañas de América 
1I0s raudal .. .., deaatan; 
El Paraná. faz de perlas. 
1 el Uruguai, faz de nácar. 
Lo. dos entre bosques corren 
O entre lloridaa barraocas, 
Como doo grandes espejos 
Entre marcos de esmeraldas. 
Salúdanlos en ou paso 
La melancólica pava, 
El pica80r ¡ jilguero. 
El zorzal ¡ la torcaza. 
Como ante reyea ae inclinau 
Ante ello • ..,¡boe ¡ palmas. 
I le arrojlÚl 80r del ai ..... 
Aroma ¡ 80r de naranja. 
Luego en el Guazú .. encnentran 
I reuniendo 8U8 aguas, 
Mezclondo nácar i perlos, 
Se ~n-aman en el Plota." - Dominguez. 

But this is cultivated poetry, the poetry of the city. 
There is another poetry which echoe~ over the solitary 
plains - the popular, natural, and irregular poetl'Y of 
tbe gancho. 

Music, too, ia found among our people. 
national tAete recognized by all our neighbors. 

It is a 
When 
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an Argentine is first introduced to a Christian family, 
they at once invite him to the piano, or hand him a 
guitar, and if he excuses himself on the ground that 
he does not know how to play, they express wonder 
and incredulity, saying, .. An Argentine, and not 
understand music!" This general supposition bears 
witness to our national habits. It is the fact, that the 
young city people of the better c1asses, play the piano, 
fiute, violin, or guitar; the half-breeds de vote themselves 
ahnost wholly to music, and many skillful composers 
and players have sprung up among them. Guitars are 
constalltly heard at the shop-doors on summer even
ings; and late in the night, one's sleep is pleasantly 
dis~urbed by serenades and peripatetic concerts. 

The cOllntry people have songs peculiar to them
selves. The" Ariste," prevalent among the people of 
the northern districts; is a fugue melody expressive 
of lamentation, such as Rousseau considers natural to 
man in his primitive state of barbarismo 

The .. Vidalita" is a popular song with a chorus, 
accompanied by the guitar and tabor, in the refrain of 
which the bystaoders join, and the number and volume 
of the voices increase. 1 suppose this melody origi. 
nated with the aborigines, for 1 once heard it at an 
Indian festival at Copiapo, held to celebrate Candle
mas. As a religious song it must be very old, and the 
Indians of Chili can hardly have adopted it from the 
Spaniards of the Argentine Republic. 

The .. Vidalita" is the popular measure for soogs 
about the topics of the day, or for warlike odes; the 
gauchos compose the words which they sing, and trust 
to the associations which the song arouses, to make 



MUSICAL CRARACTER. 31 

them. understood by the people. Thus, then, amidst 
the rudeness of the national customs, two arts whicb 
embellish civilized life and give vent to manY'generous 
passions, are honored and favored, even by the lowest 
c1asses, who exercise their uncultured genius in lyrical 
amI poetic composition. 

In 1840, Echevarria, then a young man, lived sorne 
months in the country, where the fame of his verses 
upon the pampa had already preceded him j the gau
chos surrounded him witb respect alld affection, and 
when a new-comer showed symptoms of the scorn he 
felt for the. little minstrel,l some one whispered, .. He 
is a poet," and that word dispe11ed every prejudice. 

It is weH known tba~ the guitar is the popular in
strument of tbe Spanish race; it is also common in 
South America. The maio or troubadour, the type of 
a large class of Spaniards, is still found tbere, and in 
Buenos Ayres especially. He is discoverable in the 
gaucho of the country, and in the townsman of the 
same class. The cielito, the dance of the pampas, is 
animated by the same spirit as the Spanish ialeo, the 
dance of Andalusia j the dancer makes castañets of bis 
fingers ; a11 his movements disclose the maio; the action 
of his shoulders, his gestures, aU his ways, frQm that in 
which he puts on his hat, to his style of spitting through 
his teeth, all are of 'the pure Andalusian type. 

From these general customs and tastes are developed 
remarkable peculiarities, which will hereafter embellish 
the national dramas and romances, and give them an 
original shade of color. 1 propose at present only to 
notice a few of these special developmellts, in order to 

1 Ca¡<ttija, Iiule musical box. 
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complete the idea of the customs of the country, and 
so to explain subsequently the nature, causes, and 
effects of its civil wars. 

THE RASTREADOR. 

The most conspicuous and extraordinary of the oc
cupations to be described, is that of the Rastreador, or 
track-finder. AH the gauchos of the interior are Ras
treadores. In such extensive plains, where paths and 
lines of travel cross each other in all directions, and 
wbere the pastures in which the herds feed are un
fenced, it is necessary often to follow the tracks of an 
animal, and to distinguish them among a thousand 
otqers, and to know whether it was going at an easy 
or a rapid pace, at liberty 01· led, laden or carrying no 
weight . 

. This is a generally ·understood branch of household 
knowledge. 1 once happened to turn out of a by-way 
into the Buenos Ayres road, and my guide, foJlowing 
the usual practice, cast a look at the ground. " There 
was a very nice little Moorish mule in that train," 
said he, directly. "D. N. Zapata's it was - ~he is 
good for the saddle, and it is very plain she was sad
dled this time; they went by yesterday." The man 
was traveJling from the Sierra de San Luis, while the 
train had passed on its way from Buenos Ayres, and 
it was ayear since he had seen the Moorish mule, 
whose track was mixed up with those of a whole train 
in a path two feet wide. And this seemingly in
credible tale only illustrates the commoll degree of 
skill ; - the guide was a mere herdsman, and no pro
fessional Rastreador. 
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The Rastreador proper is a grave, circumspect per
S0l!age, whose declarations are considel'ed conclusive 
evidence in the inferior eourts. Conseiousness of the 
knowledge he possesses, gives him a eertain resel'ved 
and mysterious dignity. Every one treats him with 
respect; the pOOl' man beeause he fears to offend one 
who might injure him by a slander 01' an accusation ; 
and the proprietor beca use of the possible value of his 
testimony. A theft has been eommitted during the 
night; no one knolVs anything of it; the vietims of it 
hasten to look for one of the robber's footprints, and on 
fincling it, they eover it with something to keep the 
wind from disturbing it. They then send for the Ras
treador, who deteets the tl'ack and follows it, onl)' oeca
sionally looking at the ground as if his eyes saw in full 
relief the footsteps invisible to others. He folIows the 
COUl'se of the streets, erosses gardens, entcl'S a house, 
and pointing to aman whom he finds there, says, 
coldly, .. That is he!" The cl'ime is proved, and the 
criminal seldom denies the charge. In his estimation, 
even more than in that of the judge, the Rastreador's 
deposition is a positive -demonstration; it would be 
ridiculous and absurd to dispute it. The culprit ac
eordingly yields to a witness whom he regards as the 
finger of God point.ing him out. 1 have had sorne 
aequaintance myself with Calibar, who has practiced 
his profession for forty eonsecutive years in one prov
inee. He is now about eighty years old, and of vener
able and dignified appearanee, though bowed down by 
age. When his fabulous reputation is mentioned to 
him, he replies, .. 1 am good for nothing now; there 
are the boy~." The" boys;' who have studied under 

3 
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so famous a master, are his sonso The story is that 
bis best horse-trappings were once stolen while he was 
absent on a journey to Buenos Ayres. His wife cov
ered one of the thief's footprints with a tray. Two 
months afterwards Calibar returned, looked at the foot
llrint, which by that time had become blurred, and 
could not have been made out by other eyes, after 
which he spoke no more of the circumstance. Ayear 
and a half later, Calibar might have been seen walking 
through a street in the outskirts of the town with his 
eyes on the ground. He turned into a house, where 
he found his trappings, by that time blackened by use 
and nearly worn out. He had come upon the trail of 
tlle thief nearly two years after the robbery. 

In 1830, a criminal under sentence of death having 
escaped from prison •. Calibar was employed to search 
for him. The unhappy man, aware that he would be 
tracked, had taken all the precautions suggested to 
him by the image of the scaffold, but they were taken 
in vain. Perhaps they only assured his destruction; 
for as Calibar's reputation was hazarded, his jealous 
self-esteem made him ardent in accomplishing a task 
which would demonstrate the wonderful sharpness of 
his sight, though it insured the destruction of another 
mano The fugitive had left as few traces as the nature 
of the ground would permit; he had crossed whole 
squares on tiptoe; afterwards he had leaped upon low 
walls; he had turned back after crossing one place; 
but Calibar followed ",ithout losing the trail. If he 
missed the way for a moment, he found it again, ex
claiming, "Where are you?" Finally, the trail 
entered a water-course in the suburbs, in which the 
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fugitive had sought to elude the Rastreador. In va in ! 
Ca}ibar went along the bank without uneasiness 01' 

hesitation. At last he stops, examines so me plants, 
and says, " He came out here; there are no footprints, 
but these drops of water on the herbage are the sign ! " 
On coming to a yineyard, Calibar reconnoitered the 
mud walls around it, and said, " He is in there." The 
party of soldiel's looked till they were til'ed, and carne 
back to l'eport the failure of the search. " He has not 
come ont," was the only answer of the Rastreador, 
who would not even take the trouble to make a second 
inyestigation. In fact, he had not come out, but he 
was taken and executed the next day. 

In 1831, some political prisoners were planning an 
escape; all was ready, and outside help had been se
cured. On the point of making the attempt, " What 
shall be tione about Calibar?" said one. "To be 
sure, Calibar!" said tbe otbers, in dismay. Their 
relations prevailed upon Calibar to be iIl for four fuU 
days after the escape, which was thus withollt difficuIty 
effected. 

What a mystery is tbis of the Rastreador! ·What 
rnicroscopic power is developed in the visual organs of 
these men! How sublime a creature is that which 
God made in his ima~e and likeness ! 

THE BAQUEANO, OR PATH-FINDER. 

N ext to the Rastreador comes the Baqueano, a per
sonage of distinction, and one who controls the fate of 
individuals and of provinces. The Baqueano is a 
grave and reserved gaucho, who knows every span of 
twenty th!Jnsand square leagues of plain, wood, and 
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mountain! He is the most thorough topographer, the 
only map which a general eonsults in directing the 
ruovements of his campaign. The Baqueano is always 
at his side. Modest and mute as a garden-walI, he is 
in possession of every se~l'et of the eampaign; the 
fate (Jf the army, the issne of a battle, the conquest of 
a provinee, all depend upon him. The Baqueano 
almost always discharges his duty with fidelity, but 
the general does not place full confidellce in him. 

Conceive the situation of a commander condemned 
to be attended by a traitor, from whom he has to 
obtain the infol'mation without which he cannot suc
ceed. A Baqueano finds a little path crossing the 
raad which he is following; he knows to what distant 
watering-place it leads. If he finds a thousand such 
paths, sorne of them ~ven a hundl'ed leagues apart, he 
is acquainted with eaeh, and knows whence it comes 
and whither it 'goes. He knows the hidden fords of a 
hundl'ed rivers and streams, abo ve 01' below the ordi
nary places ofcrossing. He ean point out a convenient 
path through a hundred distinct and extensive swamps. 

In the deepest darkness of the night, surrounded 
by boundless plains 01' by forests, while his companions 
are astray and at a loss, he rides round them inspect
ing the trees; if there are none, he dismounts and 
stoops to examine tbe shrubs, and satisfies himself of 
his points of compass. He then mounts, and reassures 
his party by saying, "W e are in a straight line from 
such a place, so many leagues from the houses; we 
must travel soutbwards." And he sets out in the direc
tion he has indicated, without uneasiness, witbout 
hurrying to confirm his judgment by arriving at the 
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town, and without anSwe¡;ng the objections sllggested 
to .the others by fear or bewilderment. 

If even this is insufficient, or if he finds himself upon 
the pampa in impenetrable darkness, he pulls up herbs 
from different places, smeIls their root9 and the earth 
about them, chews their foliage, and by often repeating 
this proceeding, assures himself of the neighborhood of 
sorne lake or stream, either of salt or of fresh water, 
of which he avails hirnself, upon finding it, to set him
self exactly rigbt. Jt is said that General Rosas knows 
the pasturage of every estate in tbe south of Buenos 
Ayres by its taste. 

If the Baqueano belongs to the pampa, where no 
roads exist, and a traveIler asks him to show the way 
straight to a plr,ce fifty leaglles off, he pauses a moment, 
reconnoitres the horizon, examines the ground, fixes 
his eyes upon sorne point, and gaIlops off straight as 
an arro\\', until he changes his course for reasons known 
only to himself, and keeps up his gaIlop day and night 
till he arrives at the place narned. 

The Baqueano al so announces the approach of the 
enerny; that is, that they are within ten leagues; and 
he also detects the direction in which tlley are approach
ing by rneans of the rnovements of tbe ostriches, deer, 
and guanacos, ",hich fly in certain directions. At 
shorter distances he notices the c10uds of dust, and es
tirnates the number of the hostile force by their density. 
"They have two thousand men," he says; .. five hun
dred," .. two hundred;" and the cornrnander acts 
upon this assumption, which is almost always infallible. 
If the condors and crows are wheeling in circles through 
the air, he' can tell whether there are troops hidden 
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thereabouts, or whether a recently abandoned camp, 
or simply a dead animal is the attractive object. The 
Baqueano knows how far one place is from another, 
the number of days and hours which the journey re
quires, and besides, sorne unknown by-way through 
which the passage may be made in half the time, so as 
to end in a snrprise; and expeditions for the surprise 
of towns fifty leagues away are thus undertaken, and 
generally with success, by parties of peasants. This 
may be thought an exaggeration. No! General Ri
vera, of the Banda Oriental, is a simple Baqueano, who 
knows every tree that grows anywhere in the Republic 
of Uruguay. The Brazilians "'ould not ha ve occupied 
tHat country if he IJad not aided them; nor, but for 
him, would the Argentines have set it free. 

This man, at onqe general and Baqueano, over
powered Oribe, who was supported by Rosas, after a 
contcst of three years; and at the present day, were 
he in the field against it, the whole power of Buenos 
Ayres, with its numerous armies, which are spread al! 
o...er Uruguay, might gradually fade away by means of 
a surprise to-day, by a post cut off to-morrow, by sorne 
victory which he cOllld turn to his own advantage by 
his knowledge of sorne route to the enemy's rear, or 
by sorne othl'r unnoticed or triflin¡!; circumstanC'e. 

Gen!,!ral Rivera began his study of tbe ground in 
1804, when making war upon the governmcnt as an 
outlaw; afterwards he waged war upon the outlaws as 
a governme~t officer; next, upon the king as a patriot; 
and later upon the patriots as a . peasant; upon the 
Argentines as a Brazilian chieftain; ann upon the 
Brazilialls, as an Argentine general; upon Lavalleja, 
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as President; upon President Oribe, as a proscribed 
chieftain; and, finally, upon Rosas, the a1ly of Oribe, 
as'a general of Uruguay; in a1l which positioDS he has 
had abundance of time to learn something of the art 
of the Baqueano. 

THE!GAUCHO OUTLA w. 

The example of this type of character, to be found 
in certain places, is an outlaw, a sqllatter, a kind of 
misanthrope. He is Cooper's Hawkeye or Trapper, 
with aIl the knowledge of the wilderness possessed by 
the latter ;. and with aIl his aversion to the settlernents 
of the whites, but without his natural morality or his 
friendly relations with the savages. The name of 
gaucho olltlaw is not applied to him whoIly as an un
complirnentary epithet. The law has been for many 
years in pursuit of him. His name is dreaded
spoken lindel' the breath, but not in hate, and almost 
respectfuIly. He is a mysterious personage; his abode 
is the pampa; his lodgings are the thistle fielcls; he 
lives on partl'idges and hedgehogs, and whenever he is 
disposed to regale himself lIpon a tongue, he la8sos a 
cow, throws her without assistance, kills her, takes his 
favorite rnorsel, and leaves the rest for th!; carrion 
birds. The gaucho outlaw will make his appearance 
in a place just left by solcliers, will talk in a friendly 
way with the admiring group of good gauchos around 
him; provide himself with tobacco, yerba maté, which 
makes a refreshing beve¡'age, and if he discovers the 
soldiers, h., mounts his horse quietly antl directs his 
steps Ieisurely to the wilderness, not even deigning to 
look back.. He is se Ido m pursued; that would he 
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killing horses to no pnrpose, for the beast of the gaucho 
outlaw is a bay courser, as noted in hi~ own way as 
his master. If he ever happens to fall unawares into 
the hands of the soldiers, he sets upon the densest masses 
of hi~ assailants, and breaks through them, with the 
help of a few slashes left by hiR knife upon the faces 
or borlies of his opponent.q; and Iying along the ridge 
of his horse's back to avoid the bllllets sent after him, 
he hastens towards the wilderness, until, having left 
his pursuers at a convenient distance, he pulls up and 
travels at his ease. The poets of the vicinity add this 
new exploit to. the biography of the desert hero, and 
bis renown flies through all the vast region around. 
Sometimes he appears before the scene of a rustic fes
tival with a youngwoman whom he has carried off, 
and takes a place in the dance with his partner, goes 
through the figures of the cielito, and disappears, un
noticed. Another day he brings the girl he has 
seduced, to the house of her offendEid family, sets her 
down from his horse's croup, and reckless of the 
parents' curses by which he is followed, quietly betakes 
himself to his boundless abode. 

This white-skinned savage, at war with society and 
proscribed by the lllws, is no fI10re depraved at heart 
than the inhabitants of the settlements.The reckless 
outlaw who attacks a whole troap, does no harm to the 
traveller. The ga·ucho outlaw is no bandit, or high
wayman; murderous assaults do not suit his temper, 
as robbery would not suit the character of the chum
ador (sheep-stealer). To be sure, he steals; but this is 
his pl'ofession, his trade, his science. He steals horses. 
He orrives, for instance, at the camp of a train from the 
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intarior; its master olfers to buy of him a horse of sorne 
unusual color, of a particul!u' shape and quality, with 
awhite star on the shouluer. The gaucho collects his 
thoughts, considers a moment, and replies, after a 
short silence: "There is no surh horse alive." What 
thoughts have been passing th¡'ough the gaucho's 
mind '? In that moment his memory has traver~ed a 
thousand esta tes upon the pampa; has seen and ex
amined every horse in the province, with its marks, 
color, and special traits, and he has convinced himseJf 
that not afie of them has a star on its shoulder; sorne 
have one on their foreheads, othe¡"S have white spots on 
their haunches. Is this power of memory amazing ? 
No 1 Napoleon knew two hundred thousand soldiers by 
name, and remembered, ",hen he ssw any one of them, 
alI the facts relating to him. Therefore, if nothing im
possible is required of him, the gaucho will deliver 
upon a designated day and spot, just such a horse as 
has been asked for, and with no less punctuality if he 
has been paid in ad"snce. His honor is as sensitive 
upon this point as that of a gambler abont his debts. 

Somptimes he travels to the cOllntry about Cordova 
01' Santa Fé. Then he may be seen crossing the 
pamps behind a sman body of horses; if any one meets 
him, he' follows his course without approaching the new 
comer unless he is requested to do so. 

THE CANTOR (THE MtNSTREL), 

And now we have the idealizstion of this life of 
resistan ce,. civilization,. barbarism, and danger. The 
gaucho Cantor cO¡'responds to the sin gel', bard, or trou
badour of the 'Middle Agcs, and !D0ves in the same 
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scenes, amidst the struggles of the cities with provin
cial feudalism, between the Jife which is passing away 
and the new life gradually arising. The Cantor goes 
from one settlement to another "de tapera en galpon," 
singing the deeds of the heroes of the pampa whom the 
law persecutes, the lament of the widow whose son s 
have been taken off by the Indians in a recent raid, 
the defeat and death of the brave Ranch, the final 
overthrow of Facundo Quiroga, and the fate of Santos 
Perez. 

The Cantor is performing in his simple way the 
sa,me labor of recording customs, history, and biogra
phy, which was performed by the medireval bard, and 
his verses \Vould hereafter be collected as documents 
and authorities for the future historian, but that there 
stands beside him another more cultivated form of soci
ety with a knowledge of events superior to that dis
played by this less favored chronicler in his artless 
rhapsodies. Two distinct forms of civilization meet 
upon a common ground in the Argentine Republic: 
one, still in its infancy, which, ignorant of that so far 
aboye it, goes on rcpeating the crude efforts of the 
Middle Ages; the other, disregarding what Jies at its 
feet, while it strives to realize in itself the latest results 
of European civilization; the nineteenth· and twelfth 
centuries dwell together- oneinside the cities, the 
other without them. 

The Cantor has no fixed abode; he lodges where 
night surprises him; his fortune consists in his verses 
and in his voice. Wherever the wild mazes of the 
cielito are threaded, wherever there is a glass of wine 
to drink, the Cantor has bis place and his particular 
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part in the festival. The Argentine gaucho onlJ 
dl'inks when excited by music and verse,l and eveTJ 
grocery has its guitar ready for the hands of the Cantol 
who perceives from afar where the help of his "gaJ 
science" is n~eded, by the group of horses about thE 
door. 

The Cantor intersperses his heroic songs with thE 
tale of his own exploits. Unluckily his profession 01 

Argentine bard does not shield him from the law. HE 
can ·tell of a cOl1ple of stabs he has dealt, of one 01' twc 
'miifortunes (homicides!) of his, and of sorne horse 01 

girl he has carried off. 
In 1840, a Cantor was sitting on the ground, cross· 

legged, on the banks of the majestic Paraná, in the 
midst of a group of gauchos whom he was keeping in 
eager suspense by the long and animated tale of his 
labors and adventures. He had already related the 
abduction of his love, with the difficulties overcome OD 
the occasion; also his miifortune and the dispute that 
led to it; and was relating his encounter with the 
soldiery, and the stabs with which he' defended himself, 
when the noisy arlvanc'e' and the shouts of a body of 
troops made him a~are that this time he was sur-

1 Without wandering from our onbject, we may here caU to mind Ihe 
noteworthy r .. emblance between Ihe Argentineo and Ihe Araba. In Al· 
giers, Oran, Ilascara, and the desert encampments, 1 constaotly aaw the 
Arabo collected in coffee-ohopo - .trong drink being forbidden them, -
closely crowded about the sioger, 01 more uau.Uy two aingera, who Be· 
company themselves witb guitan in a duet, and recite national 80Dga oi 
a mournful character like our trille. before menliooed. The Arabian 
bridle i" of pla'lfed leather Ihong., continued inlo a whip-Iash Iike oura; 
Ihe bit which we use i. that of Ihe Araba, and maoy of our cualoms ahow 
the iotercourse of our ance.lor. wilh Ihe Moora of Andaluaia. I have mel 
some Araba whom 1 could have awom 1 had Been in my OWll country. 
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rounded. The troops had, in fact, c10sed up in the 
form of a horsesllOe, open towards the Parana, the 
steep banks of which rose twenty yards aboye the water. 
The Cantor, undismayed by the outcry, was mounted 
in an instant, and after casting a searching look at the 
ring of soldiers and their ready pieces, he wheeled his 
horse towards the river's bank, covered the animal's 
eyes with his poncho, and drove his spnrs into him. 
A few rnoments after, the horse, freed from his bit so 
that he could swim more easily, emel·ged from the 
depths of the Paran á, the minstrel holding him by the 
taj], and looking back to the scene on shore which he 
h~d quitted, as composedly as if he had becn in an 
eight-oared boato Sorne shots fired by the troops did 
not hinder him froni° arriving safe and sound at the 
first island in sight. 

To conclude, the original poetry of the minstrel is 
c1umsy, monotonous, and irregular,. when he resigns 
himself to the inspiration of the momento It is occu
pied rather with narration than with the expression of 
feeling, and is replete with imagery relating to the 
open country, to the horse, and to the scenes of the 
wilderness, which makes it metaphorical and grandiose. 
When he is describing his own exploits or those of 
sorne renowned evil-doer, he resembles th~ Neapolitan 
improyisatore, his style being ilnfettered, commonly 
prosaic, but occasionaIly rising to the poetic level for 
some moments, to sink again into duIl and scarcely 
metrical recitation. The Cantor possesses, moreover, 
a repertory of popular poems in octosyIlabic lines vari
ously combined into stanzas of five lines, of ten, or of 
eight. Among them are rnany compositions of merit 
which show sorne inspiration and feeling. 
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'ro these original types might be added many others 
of equal pecllliarity, but they would not, like the 
former, i\Iustrate the national customs, a knowledge of 
which is necessary for the right comprehension of our 
political personages and of the primitive and Ameri
can nature of the bloody strife which distracts the 
Argentine Republic. In the course of this narrative 
the reader wi\l himself discover where are to be met 
the Track-viewer, Path-finder, Gaucho-outlaw, and 
Minstrel. He will see in the cbieftains whose fame 
has passed the Argentine frontiers, and even in those 
who have filled the world with the horror of their 
names, the vivid reflection of the internal condition, 
customs, and organization of the country. 



CHAPTER III. 

ASSOCIATION. 

11 The gaucho Uve8 OD privatiODB, but hl8 lwmry lB freedom. Proud oí an 
unreatrlcted independence, bis fccllogl, tbough wlld a.s bis lite, are yet Doble aud 
good.." - Ht.ad. 

LA PULPERIA (THE COUNTRY STORE). 

, IN the first chapter we left the Argentine rustic, at 
the moment of his arrival at maturity, in the possession 
of such a character .as had resulted from the natural 
circumstances about him, and from his want of any 
true society. We have seen that he is aman inde
pendent of every want, under no control, with no 
notion of government, all regular and systematic order 
being wholly impossible among sllch people. With 
these ha bits of heedlessness and independence he 
enters on another step ofrural life, which, common
place as it is, is the starting-point of all the' great 
events which we are shortly to describe. 

It is to be remembered that I am speaking of the 
essentially pastoral part of the people, and that 1 
select for consideration only their fundamental charac
teristics, neglecting the accidental modifications they 
receive, the partial effects of which will be indicated 
separately. I am speaking of the combination of 
landed proprietaries which cover the surface of a 
province, four leagues, more or less, being occupied by 
each. 
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The society of the agricultural districts is also much 
subdivided and dispersed, but on a smaller seale. One 
laborer assists another, and the implements of tillage, 
the numerous tools, stores, and animals employed, the 
variety of products and the various arts which agri
culture calls to its aid, establish necessary relations 
between the inhabitants of a yalley and make it indis
pensable for them to have a rudiment of a town to 
serve as a centre. Moreover, the cares and occupa
tions of agriculture require such a number of hands 
that- idleness becomes impossible, and the men of an 
estate are compelled to remain within its limits. The 
exact contrary takes place in the singular society we 
are describing. The bounds of ownership are un
marked; the more numerous the flocks and herds the 
fewer hands are required; upon the women devolve 
al! the domes tic duties anu manufactures; the men are 
left without occupations, pleasures, ideas, or the neces
sity of application. Home life is wearisome and even 
repulsive to them. They need, then,_ factitious society 
to remeuy this radical- want of association" Their 
early acquired habit of riding gives them an additional 
incentive to leave theÍr houses. 

It is the children's business to drive the horses to 
the corral before the sun has quite risen; and aH the 
men, even the lads, saddle their horses, even when 
they have no object in view. The horse is an integral 
part of the Argentine rustic; it is for him what the 
cravat is tq an inhabitant of the city. In 1841, El 
Chacho, a chieftain of the Llanos, emigrated to Chili. 
"How are you' getting on, friend ?" somebody asked 
him .. "How should 1 be getting on ?" returned he, in 
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tones of distress and melancholy. "Bound to Chili, 
and on foot!" Only an Argentine gaucho can appre
ciate al! the misfortune and distress which these two 
phrases express. 

Here again we have the Jife of the Arab or Tartar. 
The following words of Victor Hugo might have been 
written in the pampas:-

.. He cannot fight on foot; be and bis borse are bu! one pero 
son. He lives on horseback; be trades, buys, and seU. 00 borse· 
back; drinks, eats, sleeps, and dreams on borseback." - Le Rhin. 

The men then set forth without exactly knowing 
where they are going. A tllrn around the herds, a 
visit to a breeding-pen or to the haunt of a favorite 
horse, takes up a srnall part of the day; the rest is 
consumed in a rendezvolls at a tavern or grocery store. 
There assemble inhabitants of the neighboring par
ishes; there are given and received bits of information 
about animals that have gone astray; the traces of the 
cattle are described upon the ground; intelligence of 
the hunting-ground of the tiger or of the place where 
the tiger's tracks have been seen, is communicated. 
There, in short, is the Cantor; there the men frater
nize while the glass goes round at the expense of those 
who have the means as weIl as the disposition to pay 
for it. 

In alife 50 void of emotion, gambling exercises the 
enervated mind, and liquor arouses the dormant imagi
nation. This accidental reunion becomes by its daily 
repetition a 50ciety more contracted than that from 
which each of its individual members came; yet in 
this assembly, without public aim, without social inter
est, are first formed the elements of those characters 
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which are to appear later on the politica1 stage. We 
shaJI see how. The gaucho esteems skiJI in horseman
ship and physica1 strength, and especiany courage, 
aboye aH other things, as \Ve have said before. This 
meeting, this daily club, is a real Olympic circus where 
each man's merit is tested and assayed. 

The gaucho is a1ways armed with the knife in
herited from the Spaniard. More fllHy even than in 
Spain is here realízed that peninsular peculíarity, that 
cry, characteristic of Saragossa - U'ar ro the knife. 
The knife, besides being a weapon, is a too1 used for 
all purposes; without it, life cannot go on. It is like 
the elephant's trunk, arm, hand, finger, and al!. The 
gaucho boasts of his valor like a trooper, and every 
little while his knife glitters through the air in cireles, 
upon the least provocation, or with non e at aH, for the 
simple purpose of comparing a stranger's prowess \Vith 
his own; he plays at stabbing as he would play at 
dice. So deeply and intimately have these pugnacious 
habits entered the life or" the Argentine gaucho that 
custom has created acode of honor and a fencing 
system which protect Jife. The rowdy of othér lands 
takes to his knife for -the purpose of killing, and he 
kills; the Argentine gaucho unsheathes his to fight, 
and he only wounds. To attempt the life of his 
adversary he must be very drunk, 01' his instincts must 
be reaHy wicked, 01' his· rancor very deep. His aim is 
only to mark his opponent, to give him a slash in the 
face, to leave an indelible token upon him. The 
numerous sc~rs to be seen upon these gauchos, accord
ingly, are seldomdeep. A fight is be~un, then, fol' the 
sake of shining, for the glol'y oi' victory, fol' the love 
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of fame. A c10se ring is made around the combatants, 
and excited and eager eyes folJow the glitter of the 
knives which do not cease to moye. When blood 
flows in torrents the spectators fee] obliged to stop the 
fight. If a misfortnne has resulted, the sympathies are 
with the surviyor; the. best horse is available for his 
escape to a distant place where he is received with 
respect 01' pity. If the law overtakes hirn he often 
shows fight, and if he rushes through soldiers and 
escapes, he has from that time a wide-spread renown. 
Time passes, the judge in place has been succeeded by 
another, and he may again show hirnself in the town
ship witnout further molestation: he has a fulJ dis
eharge. 

Homicide is but a misfortune, unless the deed has 
Ibeen so Qften repeated that the pel'petrator has gained 
the reputation of an assassin. The landed proprietor, 
Don Juan Manuel Rosas, before being a pnblic man, 
had made his residence a sort of asylum for homicides 
without ever extending his protection to robbers; a 
preference wllich would easily be explained by his 
'character .()f gaucho proprietor, if his subsequent con
·duct had not disc]QSed affinities with evil which have 
filled the world with terror. 

With respect to equestrian sports, it will suffice to 
point out one of the many which are practiced, that the 
reader may judge what daring is required of those who 
engage in them. A gaucho rides at full speed before 
his comrades. One of them flings a set of bolas at 
him so as to shackJe the horse in the midst of his 
career. Issuing from the whirlwind of dust raised by 
his fa 11, appears the rider at a run, followed by the 
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horse, the latter carried on by the impulse of his inter
rupted career according to the laws of physics. In 
this pastime, life is staked, and sometimes lost. 

WiJI it be believed that these displays of. valor or 
skill and boldness in horsemanship are the basis of the 
great exploits which have filled the Argentine Repub
lie with their name and changed the face of the coun
try? Nothing is more certain, however. 1 do not 
mean to assert that assassination and crime have always 
been a ladder by which men have risen. Thousands 
of daring men have remained in tbe position of obscure 
bandits; but those who owe their position to such deeds 
are to be counted by larger numbers than hundreds. 
In all despotic societies, great natural gifts tend to lose 
themselves in crime; the Roman gmiu8 which could 
conquer the world is to-day the terror of the Pontine 
Marshes, and the Spanish Zumalacarreguis and Minas 
are to be met by hundreds in Sierra Morena. Man's 
need of developing his strength, capacity, and ambition, 
requires him, upon the tailure of legitimate mean s, to 
frame a world, with its own morality and laws, where 
he shows complacently that he was born to be a. Napo
leon or a Cresar. 

In this·society, then, wbere mental culture is useless 
or impossible, where no municipal affairs exist, where, 
as there is no public, the public good is a meaningless 
word, the man of un usual gifts, striving to exert his 
faculties, takes with that design the mean s and the 
paths which are at hand. The gaucho wiII be a male
factor or a m'ilitary chief, according to the course which 
tbings are taking at the moment when he attains 
celebrity. 
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8uch customs n('('d vigorol1s methods of repression, 
and to restrain harllened men, jl1dges still more hard
ened are r('quired. What 1 said at the outset, of the 
captain of the freight-carts, is exactly applicable to the 
country jllstice. He wants bravery more than any
thing else; the terror of his name is more powerful 
than the punishments he inflicts. The justice is natu
rally sorne one of former notoriety recalled to orderly 
life by old age and his family tieso Of course, the law 
he administers is altogether arbitrary; his conscience 
or his passions determine it, and his decrees are final. 
Sometimes justices officiate during their whole lives, 
and are remembered with respecto But the conscious
ness of these methó'ds of administration and the arbi
trary nature of the attendant penalties, produ~e among 
the people ideas of judicial authority which will have 
their effects hereafter. The justice secures obedience 
by his reputation for formidable boldness, by his force 
of character, his informal decisions, his decree, the 
announcement "such are my commands," and the 
forms of punishment which he invents himself. From 
this disorder, perhaps long since inevitable, it follows 
that the military commander who reaches distinction 
during rebellions possesses a sway, undisputed and un
questioned by his followers, equal to the wide and terri
ble power now only to be found l!-mong the nations of 
Asia. The Argentine chieftain is a Mohammed who 
might change the prevailing religion, if such were his 
whim, and contrive another. He has power in all its 
forms; his injustice is a misfortune for his victim, but 
no abuse on his part; for he may be unjust, - still 
more, he must be unjust, - for he has been a lawless 
man all his life. 
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These remarks are also applicable to the country 
commandant. This personage is of more importance 
than the former, and requires in a higher degree the 
combination of the reputation and antecedents which 
distinguish him. Far from being I~ssened, the evil is 
even aggravated by an additional circumstance. The 
title of couDtry commandant is conferred by the rulers 
of the cities; but as the city is destitute of power, 
influence, and supporters in the countr.v. the adminis
tration lays hold of the men it most fears, and confers 
this office upon them in order to retain their obedi
ence - a well known procedure of aH weak govern
ments, which put off the evil of the moment only to 
allow it to appear later in colossal dimensions. Thus 
the Papal government has dealings with banditti, to 
whom it gives offiees in Rome, encouraging brigand
age by this means, and making its continuance certain; 
thus did the Sultan grant Mehemet Ali the rank of 
Paeha of Egypt, having afterwards to purehase the 
eontinuance of his own reign by re~ognizing his vas
sal's title to an hereditary throne. It is singular that 
aH the chieftains of the Argentine revolutiona~y move
ment were eountry commandants: Lopez and Ibarra, 
Artigasand Guemes, Facundo and Rosas. This is 
the constant starting-p~int of ambition. When Rosas 
had made himself master of the city, he exterminated 
aH the eommandants to whom he owed his elevation, 
intrusting with this infll1ential position eommonplace 
men, ",ho ~I)uld only follow the path he had traced. 
Pajarito, Celarragan, Arbolito, Pancho el ñato, Molina, 
were among the commandallts of wpom Rosas cleared 
the country. 
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I assign so much importance to these les~er points, 
becallse they will serve to explain all OUt' social phe
nomena, and the revolution which has be en taking 
place in tlle Argentine Republic. Tlle features of this 
revolution are distorted because described in words 
from the political dictionary, wllich disguise and hide 
them by the mistaken ideas they call up. In the same 
way that of the Spaniards gave familiar European 
llames to the new animals they encountered upon land
ing in America; salutillg with the terrible name of 
lion, which calls up the notion of the magnanimity 
and strength of the king of beasts, a wretched cat 
called the puma, which runs at the sight of the dogs, 
and naming the jaguar of our woods the tiger. Evi
den ce will soon be brought to show the firm and in
destructible nature of the foundations upon which I 
assert the civil war to be based, however unstable and 
ignoble they may appear. The life of the Argentine 
country people as 1 have exhibited it is not a mere 
accident; it is the order oi' things, a characteristic, 
normal, and in my judgment unparalleled system of 
association, and in itself affords a full explanation of 
our revolution. 

Before 1810, two distinct,rival, and incompatible 
forms of society, two differing kinds of civilization ex
isted in the Argentine Republic: one being Spanish, 
European, and cultivated, the other barbarous, Amer
ican, ami almost wholly of native growth. The revo
lution which occurred in the rities acted only as the 
cause, the impulse, which set these two distinct forms 
of national existence face to face, and gave occasion 
for a con test between them, to be ended, after lasting 
many years, by the absorption of one into the other. 
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I have pointed out the normal form of association, 
or want of association, of the country people, a form 
worse, a thousand times, than that of the nomad tribe. 
I have described the artificial associations formed in 
idleness, and the sources of fame among the gauchos
bravery, daring, violence, and opposition to regular 
law, to the civil law, that is, of the city. These 
phenomena of social organization existed in 1810, and 
still exist, 1I).0dified in many points, slowly changing in 
others, and yet untouched in several more. These 
foci, about which were gathered the brave, ignorant, 
free, and unemployed peasantry, were found by thou
sands through the country. The revolution of 1810 
carried everywhere commotion and the sound of arms. 
Public life, previously wanting in this Arabico-Roman 
society, marle its appearance in all the taverns, and the 
revolutionary movement finally brought about provin
cial, warlike associations, called montoneras, legitimate 
offspring of the tavern ane! the ficld, hostile to the city 
and to the army of revolutionary patriots. As events 
succeed each other, we shall see the provincJal mon
toneras headed by their chiefs; the final triumph, in 
Facundo Quiroga, ~f the country over the cities 
throughout the land; and by their subjugation in 
spirit, government, and civilization, the final formation 
of the central consolidated despotic government of the 
landed proprietor, Don Juan Manuel Rosas, who applied 
the knife of the gaucho to the culture of Buenos Ayres, 
and destroyed the work of centuries - of civilization, 
law, and liberty. 



CHAPTER IV. 

THE REVOLUTION OF 1810. 

11 Whell tbe battle opena:, the Tartar uttef'lf a terrible ery, closes, vanilbes, o.nd 
retums like & fiaah oí lightDlDg." - Víctor Hugo. 

1 RAVE been obliged to traverse the whole of the 
route hitherto pursued, in order to reach the point at 
which our drama begins. It is needless to consider at 
length the charactér, object, and end, of the Revolu
tion of Independence. 

They 'were the same throughout America, and .prang 
from the same source, namely, the progress of Euro
pea n ideas. South America pursued that course be
cause aH other nations were pursuing it. Books, events, 
and the impulses given by these, induced South Amer
ica to take part in the movement imparted to France 
by North American demands for liberty, and to Spain 
by her own and by French writers. But what my 
object requires me to notice, is, that the revolution
except in its external symbolic independence of the 
king - was interesting and intelligible only to the 
Argentine cities, but foreign and llnmeaning to the 
rural districts. Books, ideas, municipal spirit, courts, 
laws, statutes, education, all the points of contact and 
union existing between us and the people of Europe, 
were to be found in the cities, where there was a basis 
of organization, incomplete and comparatively evil, 
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perhaps, for the very reason it was incomplete, and had 
not attained the eIevation which it felt itself capabIe of 
reaching, but it entered into the revolution with enthu
siasm. Outside the cities, the revolution wasa probIem
aticaI affair, and so far as shaking off the king's author
ity was shaking off jlldical authority, it was acceptable. 
The pastoral districts couId only regard the question 
from this point of view. Liberty, responsibiIity of 
power, and aIl the questions which the revoIution was 
to solve, were foreign to their mode of life and to their 
needs. But they derived this advantage from the 
revolution, that it tended to confer an object and an 
occupation upon the excess of vital force, the presence 
of which among them has been pointed out, and was 
to add a broader base of union than that to which 
throughout the country districts the men daily resorted. 
These Spartan constitutions, that warlike nature hith
erto ill-satisfied by the free use of the dagger, that 
Roman-like idleness whieh could onIy be exchanged 
for the activity of a battle-field, that. utter impatience 
of judicial control, were aIl to have at last a fit sphere 
of action in the world. 

Revolutionary movements then began in Buenos 
Ayres, and the caIl met with a decided response from 
aU the interior cities. The pastoral districts became 
unsettled and joined in the movement. Tolerably dis
ciplined armies were raised in Buenos Ayres to be sent 
to Upper Peru and Montevideo, where the Spanish 
forces Und4lF General Vigodet were stationed. Gen
eral Rondeau la id siege to Montevideo with a disci
plined arrny, and Artigas, a noted chieftain, took part 
in the siege with some thousands of gauchos. Artigas 
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had been a formidable outlaw till 1804, when the civil 
authorities of Buenos Ayres succeeded in bringing him 
over and inducing him to undertake the duties of 
country commandant, as a supporter of the same au
thorities upon whom he had, till then, made war. If 
the reader has not forgotten the baqueano, and the 
general requisites of a country commandant, he will 
readily understand the charactei and feelings of Arti
gas. After a time, Artigas and his gauchos withdrew 
from General Rondeau, and began to make war upon 
him. 

The latter's position was the same as Oribe's when 
he conducted the siege of Montevideo while taking care 
of another enemy ai his rearo The only difference 
between the cases is that Artigas was hostile at once 
to patriots and royalists. It is not my purpose to de
termine with precision the causes or pretexts which 
occasioned this rupture, and 1 am as little disposed to 
apply to it any designation from the language of poli
tics, for none such would be appropriate. When a 
nation engages in a revolution, it is begun by the con
Hict of two opposing interests, the revolutionary and 
the conservative; among us the names of patriots and 
royalists were applied to the corresponding parties. It 
is natural for the victors, after their triumph, to sepa
rate into moderate and extreme factions, one set wish
ing to carry out al! the consequences of the revolution, 
while their opponents seek to restrain it within certain 
hounds. It is also characteristic of revolutions for the 
originally conquered party to renew its organization, 
and io find a means of success in the dissensions of its 
conquerors. But when one of the parties cal!ed to 



TBE IIIDDLE PARTY. 59 

the aid of a revolution, immediately loses its connection 
with the others, forms a third entity, and shows hos
tility indiscriminately to both combatants (royalists 
and .patriots), this detached party is heterogenéous, 
not having been conscious of existence until that time, 
the revolution having served to develop it and make 
it known. 

This was the element set in motion by the renowned 
Artigas. It was a blind tool, but a tool full of life and 
of instincts hostile to European civilization and to aIl 
regular organization; opposed to monarchy as to re
publicanism, because both came from the city and pos
sessed already order and reverence for authority. 
This tool was employed by the various paI·ties, prin
cipalIy by that least revolutionary, in the civilized 
cities, until in the course of time the very men who 
had summoned it to their aid, yielded to it; and with 
them fell the city, its ideas, its literature, its colleges, 
its tribunals, its civilization ! 

This spontaneous movement of the pastoral districts 
was so ingenuous in it:ifirst manifestations,.so full of 
genius and expressi0!l_ in its spirit and tendencies, that 
its adoption and baptism by the parties of the cities, 
with the political names which divided them, makes 
the sincerity of the lat.ter appear in the most unfavor
able light. The force which supported Artigas in 
Entre Rios, did the same for Lopez in Santa Fé, for 
Ibarra in Santiago, for Facundo in the Llanos. Its 
essence wlilt individual action; its exclusive weapon, 
the horse; its stage, the vast pampas. The Bedouin 
hordes which in our day disturb the Algerian frontier 
by tbeir war-cries an(depredations, gives an exact idea 
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of the Argentine montonera, which has been made 
use of by men of sagacity, as wel! as by noted despera
does. In Africa, at the present day, there exists the 
sarue stl'uggle between civilization and barbarism; the 
goom and tbe montonera are distinguished by the same 
characters, the sarue spirit, the same undisciplined 
strategy. Immense masses of horsemen wander in 
each case over the wilderness, offering battle to the 
disciplined forces of the cities, if they feel themselves 
the stronger party; dispersing in al! directions like 
c10uds of Cossacks, if the fight is even, to unite again 
and fall unexpectedly upon théj¡· sleeping foes, snatch 
away their horses, and kill theil' laggards and advanced 
parties. Ever at hand, but too much seattel'ed to be 
suecessfully attaeked, impotent in battle, but powerful 
and invincible in an extensive region, they finally 
deeimate and overpower an organized force by means 
of skirmishes, sul'prises, fatigues, and privations. 

The montonera, as it appeared under the command 
of Al'tigas in the early days of the Republie, already 
showed that charaeter of brutal ferocity and the prom
ise of a reign of terror, which it was l'eserved fol' the 
immortal bandit, the Buenos Ayres land-owner, to 
convert jnto a legislative system applied to a eivilized 
society, and to present to the contemplation of Europe, 
to the shame and disgrace of Amel'ica. Rosas jnvent
ed nothing; bis talent was only that of eopying his 
predecessors and eombining the brutal instincts of the 
ignorant rnasses into a eoolly planned system. 

The thongs made of Colone! Maciel's skin, alld by 
eornmalld of Rosas eonverted into a pajI' of manacles, 
bave been aetually seen by foreign officials, an outrage 
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not without its precedent, under the rule of Artigas 
and the other barbarous and Tartaric chiefs of the 
time. The montonera of Artigas waistcoated its ene
mies; that is, sewed them up in an envelope of raw 
hide, and left them in the fields in this condition. 

The rcader may imagine all the horrors of this slow 
deatb, and this horrible punishment was repeated in 
1836, in the case of a colonel in the army. The in
fliction of death by cutting the throat with a knife 
instead of by shooting, is the result of the butcherly 
instinct which led Rosas to encourage crueIty, to give 
executions a more barbarous torm which he thought 
wnuld give pleasure to the assassins; in other ",ords, 
he changed the legal punishments recognized by civil 
society, for others which he called American, and in 
the name of which he invited his fellow-Americans to 
come forward in his defense when the sufferings of 
Brazil, Paraguay, and Uruguay invoked the aidof the 
European powers to assist in their liberation from the 
cannibal, who was even then overrunning them with 
his sanguinary hordes. 1t is impossible to maiJItain the 
calmness needed to investigate historie truth when we 
are forced to remember at every step that America 
and Europe have been so long successfully deluded by 
a system of assassination and cruelty, scarcely tolerated 
in the African provinces of Ashantee or Dahomey. 

Such is the character presented by the montonera 
from its first appearance; a singular kind of warfare 
and civil pMity, unprecedented except among the tri bes 
of the Asiatic plains, an~ not to be confounded with 
the habits, ideas, and customs of the Argentine cities, 
which were, like all South American cities, a continua-
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tion of European civilization, and especially that of 
Spain. 

The only explanation of the montonera is to be dis
covered by the examination of the society from which 
it proceeded. Artigas, the baqueano and outlaw, at 
war with the authorities of the city, but bought over 
as provincial cornmandant and chief uf equestrian bands, 
presents a type reproduced with little change in each 
provincial commandant who carne to be a partisan 
leader. Like all civil wars in which deep differences 
of education, belief, and motives divide the parties 
engaged in them, the internal warfare of the Argen
tine Republic was long and obstinate, until one of the 
elements of the strife was victorious. The Argentine 
Revolutionary War was twofold: 1st, a civilized war
fare of the cities against Spain; 2d, a war against the 
cities on the part of the country chieftains with the 
view of shaking off all political subjection and satisfy
ing their hatred of civilization. The cities overcame 
the Spaniards, and were in their turn overcome by the 
country districts. This is the explanation of the 
Argentine Revolution, the first shot of which was fired 
in 1810, and the last is stilI to be heard. 

1 will not enter into all the details of this con test. 
The struggle was of variuus duration in different places; 
sorne cities yielded at first, others latero The life of 
Facundo Quiroga will affurd us an opportunity of dis
playing this strife in all its naked deformity. What 1 
have now to notice is that the triumph of these chiefs 
involved the disappearance of al! civil order, even as 
it existed among the Spaniards. In sorne places it 
has totally disappeared; in others only in part, but it 
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is clearly on its way to destruction. The mass of men 
are incapable of distinctly comparing one epoch with 
another; the present moment is the only one embra!!ed 
by their observation; and for this rea80n no one has 
yet observed this destruction and decadence of the 
cities ; just as the visible progress of the people of the 
interior to total barbarism escapes notice. Buenos 
Ayres has so many of the elements of European civili
zation that it will end by educating Rosas and repress
ing his bloody and barbarous instincts. The high 
position which he occupies, his relations with European 
governments, the necessity of respecting strangers and 
of denying tbrough the press tbe atrocities he has com
mitted, in order to escape universal reprobation, all 
combine to check bis outrages, - a perceptible advan
tage. 

Four cities bave already been annibilated by the 
rule of the partisan supporters of Rosas: Santa Fé, 
Santiago del Estero, SaA Luis, and La Rioja. Santa 
Fé, situated at the junction of the Paraná and another 
navigable river, the nioutb of wbicb is close by tbe 
1o\\'n, is one of the most favored spots of South Amer
ica, and yet contaiÍts less than two tbousand souls; 
San Luis, tbe capital of a province witb a population 
of fifty thousand, in which it is tbe only city, contains 
less than lifteen bundred. 

To make the ruin and decadence of civilization and 
the rapid progress of barbarism perceptible to tbe read
er, 1 mustoeelect two cities - one already annibilated, 
tbe other insensibly proceeding towards barbarism
La Rioja and San Juan. La Rieja was formerly a 
city, of Bome accoun,t? but its own sons would fail to 
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recognize it in its present condition. When the revo
lution of 1810 began, it contained a large number of 
capitalists, and men of note, who have figured in a 
distinguished manner in arms, at the bar, on the bench; 
or in the pulpit. From Rioja carne Dr. Castro Barros, 
depl1ty to the Congress of Tucuman, and a celebrated 
divine; General Davila, who freed Copiapo from the 
Spanish power in 1817 ; Gabriel Ocampo, one of the 
most noted members of the Argentine bar; and a 
large number of advocates of the families Ocampo, 
Davila, and Garcia, at present scattered over the Chil
ian territory, as well as various priests of much learn
ing, among whom is Dr. Gordillo, actual curate of 
Huasco. -

The ability of a province to' produce in a given 
epoch so many eminent and illustrious men, proves the 
diffusion of learning among a greater number of indi
viduaIs, and that it was respected and desired. If such 
was the case in the early days of the revólution, what 
an increase of enlightenment, wealth, and population, 
might we not expect to find now, if a fearful retro
gression towards barbarism had not cbecked the devel
opment of that unfortunate people! What Cbilian 
city, however insignificant, is tbere, in wbich no prog
ress has been made during a period of ten years, in 
enligbtenment, wealth, and elegance, even if we inc\ude 
among these such as have been destroyed by earth
quakes? 

Let us now look at tbe condition of La Rioja, as 
exhibited by the answers given to one of the many in
quiries 1 have instituted for tbe purpose of gaining a 
thorough knowledge of the facts on which 1 base my 
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theories. These are the statements of a reliable per
son, who was unacquainted with my object in investi
gating his memory of matters which must have be en 
fresh in his mind, for it was only four months before 
that he left Rioja.l 

1. What is about the actual amount of the popula
tion of Rioja city ? 

Am. About fUteen hundred souls. It is said that 
only fifteen adult males reside in the city. 

2. How many persons of note live in it? 
Ans. Six or eip;ht in the city. 
3. How many lawyers' offices are open there? 
Ans. None. 
4. How many men wear dress-coats? 
Ans. None. 
5. How many young men from La Rioja are study

ing at Cordova or Buenos Ayres? 
An8. 1 know of only one. 
6. H~'W many schools. are there, and how many 

children attend them ? 
Ans. None. 
7. Are there any public charitable institutions? 
Am. N one, nor ariy means for the simplest instruc-

tion. The only Franciscan ecclesiastic of the place has 
given instruction to sorne children. 

8. How many of the churches are in rllins ? 
Am. Five; the Matriz is the only one at al! ser

viceable. 
9. Are new houses building? 

1 Dr. Don Manuel Ignacio C .. tro Barros, canon of Ih. Cordov& Ca
Ihedral. 

6 



66 LIFE IN THE ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 

Ans. Not one, nor are people making any of the 
needed repairs. 

10. Are the existing houses going to ruins? 
Ans. Almost al1, owing to the frequency with which 

the streets are flooded. 
11. . How many priests in orders are there? 
Ans. Only two young men in the city: one is a 

secular curate, the other an ecclesiastic of Catamarca. 
There are four others in the province. 

12. Are there any fortunp.s of fifty thousand dol-
]ars? and how many of twenty thousand? 

Ans. None; all the people are extremely poor. 
13. Has the population increased or diminished ? 
Ans. It has dimiñished by more than one half. 
14. Is there any feeling of terror prevalent among 

the people? 
Ans. A very strong one; there is afear of uttering 

even harmless words. 
15. Is the money coined of full value ? 
Ans. That of the province is debased. 
These facts speak with all their sad and fearful 

severity. The only example of so rapid a decline 
towards barbarism is presented by the history.of the 
Mohammedan conquests of Greece. And this happens 
in America, and in the nineteenth century, and is the 
work of but twenty years ! . 

What is true of La Rioja is equally so of Santa Fé, 
San Luis, and Santiago del Estero, which have become 
skeletons of cities, decrepit and devastated, mere apolo
gies for towns. In San Luis there has been but one 
priest for ten years past, and for the same periad jt has 
contained no sehool, nor any person who wears a dress-
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coat. But let us judge by San Juan the fate of the 
cltIes which have escaped destruction, but in which 
harbarism is insensibly increasing. 

San Juan is an exclusively agricultural and com
mercial province. Its want of open country has long 
kept it free from the rule of the provincial chieftains. 
Whatever party was in power, its governor and offi
cials were taken from the educated part of its population 
until 18a3, when Facundo Quiroga placed a ruan of 
the lower class in possession of the government. This 
person, unable to avoid the influence of the civilized 
usages, went over to the party of culture and yielded 
to their dictations, until he was overthrown by Bri
zuela, chief of La Rioja. Brizuela was succeeded by 
General Benavides, whose power has lasted nine years, 
and has come to seem rather his own property than a 
magistracy held for a termo San Juan has grown in 
population,-owing to the progress of agriculture there, 
and to the emigrants driven by hunger and wretched
ness from La Rioja and San Luis, - and ils buildings 
have sensibly increased in number; facts whica prove 
the natural wealth of the region, and the progress that 
might be. made under -a government which cared to 
foster educatioIl and culture, the sole methods of ele
vating a nation. 

The despotísm of Benavides is mild and pacific, so 
that men's minds are kept qniet and calm. He is the 
only subordinate of Rosas who has not reveled in 
blood; but tJhis do es not lessen the tendency to bal'
barism inherent in the present system. 

All the courts are held by men destitute of the slight
est knowledge of law, worthless in every sense. There 
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is no rnilitary man who has served in regular armies 
outside the Republic.1 Is it credible that such an in
ferior position is naturally that of a city of the interior? 
No, the past proves the contrar.v. Twenty years ago 
San Juan was one of the most civilized towns of the 
interÍ'or; and what must be the decline and prostration 
of a South American city which has to look back 
twenty years for its time of prosperity ! 

In 1831 two hundred heads of families, vouths, edu
cated men, advocates, soldiers, and other of its citizens, 
emigrated to Chili, Copia po, Coquimbo, Valparaiso ; 
and other parts of that Republic are still fuIl of these 
noble victims of proscription, among whom are capital
ists, intelligent mÍllers, merchants, farmers, lawyers, 
and physicians. As at the Babylonian dispersion, none 
of them have yet he en able to l'eturn to see the prom
ised land. A second set of emigrants left the city in 
1840, never to return. 

San Juan had been, before these days, rich enough 
in distinguished men to give to the celebrated Congress 
of Tucuman a President of the capacity and rank of 
Dr. Laprida, who was afterwards assassinated hy the 
Aldaos; a prior to the Recoleta Dominica of Chili, in 
the pel'son of the distinguished sage and patriot Oro, 

1 From 1845, when this book was written, to the present date, o salutary 
reaction oecurred in the province of San Juan. It now containa ODe male 
and one female academy, and the Honorable House of Representatives has 
just proclaimed primary education for both sexea a public institution of 
tbe province. More tban twenty youths 8re studying in Buenos Ayres, 
Cordol"a, snd Chili, ror tbe professioDs of law al medicine. !Iusic and 
drawing have become quite frequent accomplishments for both sexes, and 
tbe artisans and other grades of society dress by preference in civilized 
costurne, which is a sign of a sntisfactory direction of tbe pllblic mind to 
the improvement of its condition. 
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afterwards Bishop of San Juan. An iIIustrious patriot, 
Don Ignacio de la Rosa, who, in conjllnction with San 
Martin, prepared the expedition to aid Chili, and who 
scattered through his country the seeds of the equality 
ofclasses promised by the Revolution, was also a citi
zen of San Juan; as were a minister of the govern
ment of Rivadavia, Dr. Carril; a minister of the Argen
tine Legation, Don Domingo Oro, whose diplomatic 
talents are yet insllfficiently appreciated; a deputy to 
the Congress of 1826, the enlightened priest Vera; a 
deputy to the convention of Santa Fé, in the presb:vter 
Oro, an orator of note; one to that of Cordova, Don 
Rudecindo Rojo, as eminent for his talents and genius 
for industrial pursuits as for his great learning; and, 
among others, General Rojo, a soldier in the arrny,. 
who sa,·ed two provinces by suppressing conspiracies. 
which he did solely by his quiet determination of char
acter, and of whom General Paz, a competent judge of 
such matters, said, that he bade fair to be one of the 
first generals of the Republic. San Juan then possessed 
a theatre and a permanellt company of actors., 

There are still in existence the remains of six or 
seven private libraries,~which comprised the most valu
able books of the eighteenth century, and translations 
of the best Greek and Latin works. I had no other 
instruction up to 1836 than that afforded me by these 
rich, though partialIy destroyed libraries. San Juan 
had so many ilIustrious men in 1825 that the HOllse of 
Representat~ves contained six noted orators. Let the 
wretched peasants who no,," 1 disgrace the House of 
Represcntatives of San Juan, within. which haye been 

1184ó. 
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heard su"h eloquent speeches and such elevated senti
ments, turn froIn the record of those times and flee 
abashed at the profanation of that august sanctuary by 
their diatribes ! 

The judicial chairs and the administratiye offices 
werc .then occupied by educated men. and a sufficient 
number remained to plead the causes of others. 

The elegan('e of manners, the refinement of cus
toms, the cultivation of literature, the great commer
cial interests, the public spirit which animated the 
people, - all announced to foreigners the existence of 
a society of culture advancing rapidly to the attainment 
of a distingllished rank, and justified the following esti
mate of San Juan given to America and Europe 
through the London press : -

"They are showiog the slroogest ioclioatioo to advaoce iD 
civilization. and Ihis city is regarded at ·present as only second 
to Bueno. Ayres in the progreso of social reformo Various iosti
tutions lately establisbed in Bueno. Ayres have been adopted at 
San .T uan on a scale proportioDate to its size, and the people bave 
made extraordinary progre ss iD ecclesiastical reform, iocorporat
ing all the monastic orders with the secular c1ergy, aod suppress
iog the convente of the latter." 

But the state of primary education wiU give the best 
idea of the culture of the period we are considering. 
No portion of the Argentine Republic has be en more 
distinguished by its anxiety for tbe diffusion of knowI
edge than San Juan, nor have more complete results 
been obtained elsewhere. The goyernment, not satis
fied with the (~apacity of the men of the proyince fol' 
tbe fulfillment of so important a duty, sent in 1815 for 
a pel'son uniting competent learning and high morals 
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from Buenos Ayres. Sorne gentlemen of the name of 
Rodriguez accordingly came to San Juan. These were 
three brothers worthy of ranking with the 6rst families 
of the countl'y, witlt whom they became connected, 
such was their merit, and such were the many excel
lent qualities they possessed. My present profession 
as superintendent of primary education, and my study 
of such subjects, enable me to say that if ever any 
parallel to tbe celebrated Dutch schools described by 
M. Cousin, occwTed in Spanish America, it was in the 
school of San Juan. The moral and religious instruc
tion was perhaps superior to the elementary teaching 
given there; and to tltis cause 1 attribute the small 
number of crimes committed in San Juan, and the 
moderate conduct of Benavides himself, who like most 
of the present citizens of San Juan, was educated in 
that famous school, where the pupils were indoctrinated 
into the precepts of morality with special careo 

If these pages reach the hands of Don Ignacio and 
Don Roque Rodriguez, 1 trust they wil! accept this 
feeble homage, dlle, asI believe, to the eminent ser
vice doue to the culture and morality of a whole city, 
in connection with their late brothel', Don J osé. l 

Such is the history of the Argentine cities. They 
can all claim past glory, civilization, and distinction. 
For the present they are borne down to the level of 
barbarism, and this barbarism 01' the interior has suc
ceeded in penetl'ating even to the streets of Buenos 
Ayres. 

1 A detaileli accounl of tbe 8yslem and organization of Ihis public edu
cational establishment will be found in Popular Educatian, a special work 
devoted to that subject, and the fruit of my j<JBrney lo Europa snd the 
Uni~d Slates, undertaken by order of the Chilian governmenl. 
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From 1810 to 1840 the provinces which contained 
such civilized cities, were yet sufficiently barbarous to 
destroy by their propensities the colossal work of the 
Revolution of Independence! Now that nothing is 
left of what men, enlightenment, and institutions they 
once held, what will become of them? Ignorance 
and its, consequence, poverty, are waiting likc carrion 
birds for the last gasp of the cities of the interior to 
devour their prey, and to convert them into fields and 
pastUl·cs. Buenos Ayres may again become what it 
was; for there European civilization has such strength 
that it must maintain itself in spite of tlle brutality of 
the govemment. But what can the provinces depend 
upon? Two centuries will not suffice for their restora
tion- to the path they have abandoned, ir the present 
generation shall educate their children in the barbarism 
which they have reached. Are we now asked for what 
we are contending? We are contendillg for the res
toration of their former life, and the pro mise of im
provement to the cities. 



CHAPTER V. 

LlFE OF JUAN FACUNDO QUIROGA.. 

" Moreover tbese traite belong to the original eharac:ter o" tbe human rece. The 
mao of uature wbo bu Dot yet leamed to restrain Ol disguiq bis paB8iODS, dhplays 
them In all tbeir energy J sud gives blmself up to tbeir impetu05lty." - Alh. His· 
t Dry of tlu OU017l4" Empirt. 

BIS lNFANCY AND YOUTB. 

BETWEEN the cities of San Luis and San Juan, lies 
an extensive desert, calIed the Travesia, a word which 
signifies want of water. The aspect of that waste is 
mostly gloomyand unprornising, and the traveller corn
ing frorn the east does not fail to provide his chifles 
with a sufficient quantity of water at the last cistem 
which he passes as he approaches it. This Travesia 
once witnessed the folIowing strange scene. The con
sequen ces of sorne of die encounters with knives 
so cornmon arnong ourgauchos had driven one of 
them in haste frorn the city of San Luis and' forced 
hirn to escape to the ·Travesia on foot, and with his 
riding gear on his shoulder, in order to avoid the 
pursuit of the law. Two cornrades were to join 
him as soon as they could steal horses for all three. 
Hunger and thirst were not the only dangers which at 
that time awaited him in the desert; a tiger that had 
already tasted human flesh had been folIowing the track 

'of those who'crossed it for ayear, and more than eight 
persons had already been the victims ~f this preference. 
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In these regions, where man must contend with this 
animal for dominion over nature, the former sometimes 
falls a victim, upon which the tiger begins to acquire a 
preference for the taste of human flesh,and when it has 
once devoted itself to this novel form of chase, the pur
suit of mankind, it gets the name of man-eater. The 
provincial justice nearest the scene of his depredations 
calls out the huntsmen of his district, who join, under 
his authority and guidance, in the pursuit of the beast, 
which seldom escapes the consequences of its outlawry. 

When our fugitive had proceeded sorne six leagues, 
he thought he heard the distant roar of the animal, and 
a shudder ran through him. The roar ofthe tiger resem
bIes the screech of the hog, but is prolonged, sharp, and 
piercing, and even when there is no occasion for fear, 
('auses an involuntary tremor ofthe nerves as ifthe flesh 
shuddered cimsciously at the menace of death. The 
roaring was heard clearer and nearer. The tiger was al
ready npon the trail of the man, who saw no refuge but 
a small carob-tree at a great distance. He had to 
qnicken his pace, and finally to run, for the roars behind 
him began to follow each other more rapidly, and each 
was clearer and more ringing than the lasto At length, 
flinging his riding gear to one side ofthe path, the gaucho 
turned to the tree which he had noticed, and in spite of 
the weakness of its trunk, happily quite a tall one, he 
succeeded in clambering to its top, and keeping him
self half concealed among its boughs which oscillated 
violently. Thence he could see the swift approach of 
the tiger, sniffing fue soil and roarillg more frequently 
in proportion to its increasing perception of the Ilear
ness of its prey. Passing beyond the spot where our 
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traveller had left the path, it lost the track, and becom
ing enraged, rapidly circled about until it discovered 
the riding gear, which it dashed to fragments by a 
single blow. Still more furious from this failure, it re
slImed its search for the trail,. and at last found out the 
direction in whieh it led. It soon discerned its prey, 
under whose weight the slight tree was swaying like a 
reed upon the summit of which a bird has alighted. The 
tiger now sprang forward, and in the twinkling of an 
eye, its monstrous fore-paws were resting on the slender 
trunk two yards from the ground, and were imparting 
to the tree a convulsive trembling caleulated to aet 
upon the nerves of the gaucho, whose position was far 
from secure. The beast exerted its strength in an 
ineffeC'tual leap; it circled around the tree, measuring 
the elevation with eyes reddened by the thirst for 
blood, and at length, roaring with rage, it crouched 
down, beating the ground frantically with its tail, its 
eyes fixed on its prey, its parched mouth half open. 
This horrible scene had lasted for nearly two mortal 
hours; the gaueho's eonstrained attitude, and the fear
fuI fascination exercised over him by the fixed and 
bloodthirsty stare of the tiger, which irresiS'tibly at
traeted and retained-his own glances, had hegun to di
minish bis strength, and he already perceived that the 
moment was at hand when his exhausted body would 
faH into the eapacious mouth of his pursuer. But at 
this moment the distant sound of the feet of horses on a 
rapid gallop gave him hope of reseue. His friends had 
indeed see~ the tiger's foot-prints; and were hastening 
on, though without hope of saving him. The scattered 
fragments of the saddle direeted them to the scene of 
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action, and it was the work of a moment for them to 
reach it, to uncoil their lassoes, and to fling them over 
the tiger, now hlinded by rage. The beast, drawn in 
opposite directions by the two las sos, could not evade 
the swift stabs by which its destined victim took his re
venge for his prolonged torments. " On that occasion 
1 knew what it was to be afraid," was the expression 
of Don Juan Facundo Quiroga, as he related this inci
dent to a gl"OUp of officers. 

He too was calIed " the tiger of the Llanos," a title 
which did not iIl befit him. There are, in fact, as is 
proved by phrenology and comparative anatomy, rela
tions between external forms and moral qualities, be
tween the eountenance of aman and that of sorne ani
mal whose disposition.resembles his own. Facundo, as 
he was long calIed in the interior, - or, General Don 
Facundo Quiroga, as he afterwards became, when society 
had received him into its bosom and victory had crowned 
him with laurels, - was a stoutIy built man of low 
stature, whose short neck and broad shoulders supported 
a well-shaped head, covered with a profusion of black 
and closelycurling hair. His somewhat oval face was 
half buried in this mass of hair and an equalIy thick 
black, curly beard, rising to his cheek-bones, which by 
their prominence evinced a firm and tenacious will. 
His black and fiery eyes, shadowed by thick eyebrows, 
occasioned an involuntary sen se of terror in those on 
whom they chanced to fall, for Facundo's glance was 
never direct, whether from habit Of intention. With 
the design of making himself always formidable, he al
ways kept his head bent down, to look at one from under 
his eyebrows, like the AJi Pacha of Monovoisin. The 
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image of Quiroga is 1'ecalled to me by tbe Cain repre
sented by the famous Ravel troupe, setting asirle the ar
tistic and statuesque attitudes, whicb do not correspond 
to his. To conclude, his features were regular, and 
the pale olive of his complexion ha1'monized well witb 
the dense shadows which surrounded it. 

Tbe formation of his head showed, notwithstanding 
this shaggy covering, the peculiar organization of aman 
born to rule. Quiroga possessed those natural qualities 
which converted the student of Brienne into the genius 
of France, and the obscure Mameluke who fought with 
the French at the Pyramids, into the Vice1'oy of Egypt. 
Such natures develop according to the society in which 
they originate, and are either noble leade1's who hold 
the highest place in history, ever forwarding the prog
ress of civilization, or the cruel and vicious tyrants 
who become the scou1'ges of their race and time. 

Facundo Quiroga was the son of an inhabitant 
of San Juan, who had settled in the Llanos of La 
Rioja, and there had acquired a fortune in pastoral 
pursuits. In 1779, Facu'ndo was sent to his fatber's 
native province to receive the limited education, con
sisting only of the a1'ts of reading and writing, which 
be could acquire in its.schools. After a man has come 
to employ the hundred trumpets of fame with the noise 
of his deeds, cu1'iosity or the spirit -of investigation is 
carried to such an extent as to scent out the insignificant 
history of the cbild, in order to COllnect it with the biog
raphy of the hero ; and it is not seldom that the rudi
ments of the traits characte1'istic of the historical per
sonage are met amid fables invented by flattery. The 
young Alcibiades is said to have lain down at full 
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length upon the pavement of the street where he was 
playing, in ,order to insist that the driver of an ap
proaching vehicle should yield the way to avoid run
ning over him. N apoleon is reported to have ruled 
over his fe llow-students, and to have entrenched him
self in his study to resist an apprehended insulto . Many 
anecdotes are now in circulation relating to Facundo, 
many of which reveal his true nature. In the house 
where he lodged, he could never be induced to take his 
seat at the family table; in school he was haughty, re
served, and un social ; he never joined the other boys 
except to head their rebellious proceedings or to beat 
them. The master,. tired of contending with so un
tamable a disposition, on one occasion provideu himself 
with a new and stiff strap, and said to the frightened 
boys, as he showed it to them, "This is to be made 
supple upon Facundo." Facundo, then eleven years 
old, heard this threat, and the next day he tested its 
value. Without having learned his lesson, he asked 
the bead-master to hear it himself, because, as he said, 
the assistant was unfriendly to him. The master com
plied with the request. Facundo made one mistake, 
then two, three, and four; upon which tha master used 
his strap upon hirn. Facundo, who had calculated every
thing, down to the ·weakness of the chair in which the 
master was seated; gave him a buffet, upset him on bis 
back, and, taking to the st¡·eet in the confusion created 
by this scene, hid himself among sorne wild vines wbere 
they could not get hirn out for three days. Was not 
such a boy the ernbryo chieftain who would afterwards 
defy society at large ? 

In early manhood his character took a more decided 
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casí, constantly becoming more gloomy, imperious, 
and wild. From the age offifteen years he was inesist
ibly controlIed by the passion for gambling,"'a.s is often 
the case with such natures, which need strong excite
ment to awaken their dormant energies. This made 
him notorious in the city, and intolerable in the house 
which afforded him its hospitality; and finalIy IInder 
this influence, by a shot fired at one George Peña, he 
sbed tho first rill of blood which went to make up the 
wide torrent that marked his way through life. 

On his becoming an adult, the thread of bis life dis
appears in an intricate labyrinth of bouts and broils 
among the people of the surrounding region. Some
times lying hid, always pursued, he passed his time in 
gambling, working as a common laborer, domineering 
over everybody around him, and distributing his stabs 
among them. 

On the Godoy farm in San Juan are shown to this 
day mud-walIs of Quiroga's treading; there are 
others in Fiambola, in La Rioja, made by him. He 
himself pointed out others in Mendoza, in tlle very 
place where one afte.r!loon he had twenty-six of the 
officers who surrendered at Chacon dragged from their 
houses and shot to avenge Villifañe. He also showed 
some monuments of his wandering life of labor in the 
country districts of Buenos Ayes. What motives in
duced this man, brought up in a respectable family, 
son of aman of means and creditable life, to descend 
to a hireling"s position, and moreover to seleet the dull
est and most brutish kind ofwork, needing only bodily 
strength and endurance ? Was it because the labor of 
building these mud-wa,lIs is recompensed with double 
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wages, and that he was in haste to get together a Httle 
money? 

The mo"st conneeted account of this obscure and 
roaming part of his life that 1 can procure is as fol
lows: 

Towards 1806, he went to Chili with a eonsign
ment of grain on his parent's account. This he gam
bled away, as well as the animals, whieh had brought 
it, and the family slaves who had accompanied him. 

He often took to San Juan and Mendoza droves of 
the sto<:>k on his father's estate, and these always shared 
the same fate; for with Facundo, gambling was a fierce 
and burning passioQ which aroused the deepest instinets 
of his nature. These successive gains and losses of his 
must have worn out his father's generosity, for at last 
he broke off all amicable relations with his family. 

When he had become the terrorof the Republic, he 
was once asked by one of his parasites, "What was 
the largest bet you ever made in your Jife, General?" 
"Seventy dollars," replied Quiroga, carelessly, and 
yet he had just won two hundred dollars at one stake. 
He afterwards explained that once when a young man, 
having only seventy dollars, he had lost them all at one 
t8row. But this fact has its characteristic history. 
Facundo had beim at work for a year as a laborer 
upon the farm of a lady, situated in the Plumerillo, 
and had made himself conspicuous by his punctuality 
in going to work, and by tbe influence and authority 
which he exercised over the other laborers. When 
they wanted a holiday to get drunk in, they used to 
apply to Facundo, who informed the lady, and gave 
her his word, whieh was always fulfilled, to have all 
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the men at work the next day. On tllis acconnt the 
laborers called him the father. At the end of ayear 
of steady work, Facundo asked for his ,;ages, which 
amounted to seventy dollars, and mounted his horse' 
without knowing where he was bound, but secing a 
coIlection of people at a grocery store, he alighted, and 
reaching over the gl·OUp aronnd the card-dealer, l1et 
his seventy dollars on one cal"d. He lost them, and 
remounting, ,went on his \\"ay, careless in what direc
tion, until after a littlc time a justice, Toledo by name, 
who happened to be passing, stopped him to ask for his 
passport. Facundo rode up as if about to give it to 
him, pretendcd to be feeliRg for somcthing in his pocket, 
and stretched the justice on the ground with a stab. 
Was he taking his I"evenge upon the judge fOI" his 
recent los5 at play? 01" was it his purpose to satisfy the 
irritation against civil authol"ity natUl·al to a gaucho. 
outla\\", and increase, by this new deed, the splendor 
of his rising fame? Both are true explanations. This 
mode of rcvenging himself for misfortunes upon \\"hat
ever first offered itself, liad many examples in·.his life. 
When he was addres~e_d as General, and had colonels 
at his orders, he had two hundred lashes given one of 
them in his house at San Juan, for having, as he said,. 
cheated at play. He ordered two hundred lashes to 
be given to a young man for having aIlowed himself a 
jest at a time when jests were not to his taste; and 
two hllndred lashes was the penalty inflicted on a. 
woman in Mendoza for having said to him as he 
paesed, "FareweIl, General," when he was going off 
in a rage at not having succeeded in intimidating a 

6 
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naighbor of his, who was as peaceable and judicious as 
Facundo wa~ rash and gaucho-like. 

Facundo rcappears later in Buenos Ayres, where 
he was enrolled in 1810 as a recruit in the regiment of 
Arribeiios, which ",as commanded by General Ocampo, 
a nativo of his own province, and after,,"ards president 
of Charcas. The glorious career of arms opened before 
him with the first rays of the sun of May; and doubt
less, endowed ",ith such capacity as his, and with his de
structive and sanguinary instincts, Facundo, could he 
have been disciplined to submit to civil authority and 
ennoblen in tlle sublimity of the objeet of the strife, 
might sorne day ha~e returned from Pern, Chili, or 
Bolivia, as a General of the Argentine Republic, like 
so many otheI' brave gauch(¡s who Legan their careers 
in the humble position of a private soldier. But 
Quiroga's rebellious spirit could not endure the yoke 
of discipline, the order of the barrack, or the delay of 
promotion. He felt his destiny to be to rule, to rise at 
a single leap, to create for himself, withont assistance, 
and in spite of a hostile and civilized socie!:v, a career 
of his own, combining bravery and crime, government 
,and disorgani".ation. He was subsequel)tly recruited 
.into the army of the Andes, amI enrolled in the 
Mounted Grenadiers. A lieutenant 'named Garcia 
took him for an assistant. and very soon desertion left 
a vacant place in those glorious files. Quiroga, like 
Rosas, like all the vipers that have thriven under the 
shacle of their country's laurels, made himself notori
ous in after-life by his hatred for the soldiers of Inde
pendence, among whom both the roen aboye named 
made horrible slaughter. 
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Facundo, after deserting from Buenos Ayres, set out 
for the interior with three comrades. A squad of 
soldiery overtook him; he faced the pursuers and 
engaged in a real battle with them, which remained 
undecided for awhile, until, after havillg killed four or 
five men, he was at liberty to continue his journey, 
constantly cutting his way through detachments of 
troops which here and there opposed his progress, until 
he arrived at San Luis. He was, at a later day, to 
traverse the same route with a handful of men, to dis
perse armies instead of detachments, and proceed to 
the famous citadel of Tucuman to blot out the last 
remains of Republicanism and civil order. 

Facundo now reappears in the Llanos, at his father's 
house. At this period occurred an event which is well 
attested. Yet one of the writers whose manuscripts 1 
am using, replies to an inquiry abont tbe matter, "that 
to the extent of his knowledge Quiroga never attempted 
forcihly to deprive his patents of money,'1 and 1 could 
wish to adopt this statement, irreconcilable as it is with 
unvarying tradition and general consent. 'Fhe con
trary is shocking to .relate. It is said that on bis 
father's Fefusal to give him a sum of money which he 
had demanded, he watched for the time when both 
parents were taking an afternoon nap to fasten the 
door of the roum they occupied, and to set ~re to the 
straw rouf, which was the usual covering of the build
ings of the Llanos! 1 

But ·whal is certain in the matter is that his father 

J The Bulbor afterwards leamed Iba! Facundo related Ibis slory lO a 
company of ladies, and one or bis own eo.rly acquaintBnces teatified to bis 
haviDg gil-en his father a blol'J on ODe occ8!Jiou. 
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once l"equested the governor of La Rioja to arrest him 
in order to check his ex('esses, and tbat Facundo, be
fore taking flight from the Llanos, went to the citv of 
La Rioja, where that official was to be found at· the 
time, und coming upon him by surprise, gave him a 
blo\\", saying as he did so, "You have sent, sir, to 
have me arrested. There, have me arrested now!" 
On which he mounted his horse and set off for the 
open ('ountry at a gallop. At the end of a year he 
again sho\\"ed himself at his father's house, threw him
self at the feet of the old man whom he had used so 
ill, and succeeded amid the sobs of both, and the son's 
assurances of his reform in reply to the father's recrim
inations, in reestablishing peace, although on a very 
uncertain basis. 

But no change occurred in his character and dis
orderly habits; races, gambling parties, and expedi
tions into the country were the occasions of new acts 
of violence, stabbings, and assaults on his part, until 
he at length made himself intolerable to aH, and ren
dered his own position ver)" unsafe. Then a great 
thought which he announced without shame, got hold 
of his mind. The deserter from the Arribeños regi
ment, the mounted grenadier who refused to make him
self immortal at Cha('abuco or Maipu, determined to 
join the montonera of Ramirez, the offshoot from tbat 
led by Artigas, whose renown for crime and hatred for 
tbe cities on which it was making war, had reached 
the Llanos, and held the provincial government in 
dread. Facundo set forth to join those buccaneers of 
the pampa. But perhaps the knowledge of his charac
ter, and of the importance of the aid which he \Vould 
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give to the destroyers, alarmed his fellow provincials, 
for they informed the authorities oC San Luis, through 
which he was to pass, of his infernal designo Dupuis, 
then (1818) governor, arrested him, and fOl" sometime 
he remained unlloticed among the criminals confined 
in the prison. This prison of San Luis, however, was 
to be the first step in his ascent to the elevation which 
he subsequentIy attained. San Martin had sent to 
San Luis a great number of Spanish officers of all ranks 
from among the prisoners taken in Chili. Irritated by 
their humiliations and sufferings, or thinkillg it possible 
that the Spanish forces might be assembled again, this 
party of prisoners rose one day and opened the door~ 
of the cells of the common criminals, to obtain their 
aid in a general escape. Facundo was one of these 
criminals, and as soon as he found himself free from 
prison, he seized an iron bar of his fetters, split the 
skull of the very Spaniard who had released him, and 
passing through the gr01ip of insurgents, left a wide 
path strewn with the dead. Sorne say that the weapon 
he employed was a bayonet, and that only thÍ"ee men 
were killed by it. Quiroga, however, always talked of 
the iron' bar of the fetters, and of fourteen dead meno 
This may be one of the fictions with which the poetic 
imagination of the people adorns the types of brute 
force they so much admire; perhaps the tale of the 
iron bar is an Argentine vel·sion of the jaw-bone of 
Samson, th~ Hebrew Hercales. But Facundo looked 
upon it as a crown of glory, in accordance with his 
idea of excellence, and whether by ~ar 01" bayonet, lle 
succeeded, aided by other soldiers and prisoners whom 
his example encouraged, in suppressing the insurrec-
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tion and recon('iling society to himseIf by this act of 
bravery, ancl pla('ing himseIf under his ('ountry's pro
tection. Thus his name spread everywhere, ennobIed 
and c1eansed, though witlt bIood, from the stains which 
had tarnished it. 

Fa('undo returned to La Rioja ('overed with gIory, 
his country's cl'editor; and with testimonials of his 
conduct, to show in the Llanos, among gauchos, the 
new titles whi('h justified the terror his name began to 
inspire; for there is somethingimposing, something 
which subjugates and controIs othel's in the man who 
is rewarded fol' the assassination of fourteen men at 
one time. 

Something still remains to be noticed of the previ
ous character and temper of this pillar of the Confed
eration. An illiterate man, one of Quiroga's compan
ions in childhood and youth, who has suppIied me with 
many of the aboye facts, sends me the following curi
ous statements in a manuscript describing Quiroga's 
early years: "His public career was not preceded 
by the practice of theft; he never committed l'obbery 
even in his most pressing ne('essities. He \Vas not onIy 
fond of fighting, but wouId pay for an opportunity, or 
for a chance to insult the most renowned champion in 
any company. He had a gl'eat aversion to respectabIe 
meno He never dl'ank. He was very reserved from 
his youth, and desired to inspire othel's ",ith awe as 
well as with fear, for which purpose he gave his confi
dants to understand that he had the gift of prophery, 
in short was a soothsayer. He treated all connected 
with him as sIaves. He never went lo confession, prayed, 
or heard ma88" 1 sa", him once at mass after he be-

/l 
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carne a general. He said of himself that he believed 
in nothing." The frankness with which these words 
are written, prove their truth. 

And here ends the pn\"ate Jife of Quiroga, in which 
1 have omitted a long series of deeds which only show 
his evil nature, his bad eduration, and his fierce and 
bloody instinrts. The facts stated appear to me to 
sum up tlle whole public life of Quiroga. 1 see in them 
the great man, the man of genius, in spite of himself 
and unknown to himself; a Cresar, Tamerlane, or 
Mohammed. The fault is not his that thus he was born. 
In order to contend with, rule, and control the power 
of the city, and the judicial authority, he is willing to 
descend to anything. If he is offered a place in the 
arrny, he disdains it, beca use his impatience cannot 
wait for promotion. Such a position demands submis
sion, and places fetters upon individual independE'nce ; 
the soldier's coat oppress~s his body, and military tac
tics control his steps, all of which are insufferable! 
His equestrian Jife, alife of dangE'r and of strong ex
citements, has steeled his spirit and hardl'ned [lis 1Ieart. 
He feels an llnconqilerable and instinctive hatred for 
the laws which have pursued him, for the judges who 
have condemned him, amI for the whole societ)" and 
organism frorn which hc has felt himself withdrawn 
from his childhood, alllI which regards him with suspi
cion and contempt. With these remarks is connected 
by imperce,p,tible links the motto of this chapter, .. He 
is the natural man, as yet ulluseo eitller to l'epress or 
disguise his passions ; he does not re~train their energy, 
but ,gives frt:!e rein tu their impetuosity. This is the 
character of the human race." And tllus it appears 
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in the rural districts of the Argentine Republic. Fa
cundo is a type of primitive barbarismo He recognized 
no form of sllbjection. His rage was that of a wild 
beast. The locks of his crisp black hair, which fel! in 
meslH'1> over his brow and eyes, resembled the snakes 
of Medusa's head. Angel' made his voice hoarse, and 
turned his glances into dragons. In a fit of passion he 
kicked out the brains of aman with whom he had 
quarreled at play. He tore off both the ears of a 
woman he had lived with, and had promised to marry, 
úpon hel' asking him fol' thirty d01lars for the celebra
tion of the wedding; and laid open his son J ohn's 
head with an axe, because he could not make him hold 
his tongue. He violently beat a beautiful young lady 
at Tucuman, whom he had failed either to seduce 01' 
to subdue, and exhibited in a1l his actions a low and 
brutal yet not a stupid nature, 01' (lne wh01ly without 
lofty aims. Incapable of commanding noble admira
tion, he delighted in exciting fear; and this pleasure 
was exclusive and dominant with him to the arranging 
a1l his actions so as to produce terror in those around 
him, whethel' it was society in general, the victim on 
his way to execution, 01' his own wife and children. 
Wanting ability to manage the machinery of civil gov
ernment, he substituted terror for patriotism and self
sacrifice. Destitute of learnillg, he surrouuded himself 
with rnysteries, and pretended to a forekllowledge of 
events which gave him prestige aRd reputation among 
the commonalty, suppórting his c1aims by an air of 
impenetrability, by natural sagacity, an uncommon 
power of observation, and the advantage he derived 
from vulgar credulity. 
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The repertory of anecdotes rdating to Quiroga, and 
with which th!! popular memory is replete, is inexhaust
ible; his sayings, his expedients, bear the stamp of an 
originality which gives them a certain Eastern aspect, 
a certain tint of Solomonic wisdom in the conception of 
tluo! vulgar. Indeed, how does Solomon's advir.e for 
discovering the true mother of the disputed child differ 
from Facundo's method of detecting a thief in the fol
lowing instan ces : -

An article had been stolen from a band, and all 
endeavors to discover the thief had proved fruitless. 
Quiroga drew up the troops and gave orders for the 
clltting of as many small wands of equal length as there 
were soldiers; then, having had these wands distrib
uted one to each man, be said in a confident voice, 
" The man whose wand will be longer than the others 
to-morrow morning is the thief." Next day the troops 
was again paraded, and Quiroga proceeded to inspect 
the wands. There was· one whose wand was, not 
longer but 8horter than the others. "Wretch!" cried 
Facundo, in a voice which overpowered the roan with 
dismay, "it is thou! !'- And so it was; the culprit's 
confusion was proof of the fact. The expedient was 
a simple one; the credulous gaucho, fealing that his 
wand would really grow, had cut off a piece of it. But 
to avail one's self of such means, aman must be supe
riOl' in intellect to those about him, and must at least 
have some knowledge of human nature. 

Sorne portíons of a soldier's accoutrements having 
been stolen and all inquiries having failed to detect the 
thief, Quiroga had the troops paraaed and marched 
past him as he stood with CTossed arms and a fixed, 
piercing, and terrible gaze. He had pre\"iously said, 
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.. 1 know the man," with an air of assuranee not to 
be questioned. The review began; many men had 
passed, and Quiroga still remained motionless, like the 
statlle of J upiter Tonans or the God of the Last J udg
ment.. AH at once he dpscended upon one man, and 
said in a eurt and dry voÍce, .. Where Ís the saddle? " 
" Yonder, sir," replied the other, pointing to a thicket. 
" Ho! four fusileers!" cried Quiroga. What revela
tÍon was this? that of terror and guÍlt made to aman 
of sagacity. 

On another occasion, when a gaucho was answering 
to charges of theft which had been brought against 
him, Facnndo intenupted him wlth the words, " This 
rogue has begun to lie. Ho, there : a hundred lashes ! " 
When the criminal had been taken away, QUÍroga said 
to sorne one present, .. Look you, my master, when a 
gaucho moves his foot while talking, it is a sign he is 
telling lies." The lashes extorted from the gaucho the 
confession that he had stolen a yoke of oxen. 

At another time he was Ín need of aman of resolu
tÍon and boldness to whom he could intrust a d:mger
ous mlSSlon. When aman was brought to him for 
this purpose, Quiroga was writing; he raised his head 
after the man's presenee had been repeatedly an
noullced, looked at him and returned to his writing 
with the remark, .. Pooh! that is a wretehed ereature. 
1 want a brave man and a venturcsornc one!" It 
tUl11ed out to be true that the fellow was actllally good 
for nothing. 

Hundreds of su eh stories of Faeundo's life, which 
show the man of superior ability, sen"ed effectually to 
give him a mysterious fame among the vulgar, who 
even attribute supe¡"Íor powers to him. 



CHAPTER V1. 

LA .RIOJA.. 

u Tba !!lIdes oí the mOllotain enlargc and 8Mllme!lD upect at once more grand 
u.d more barreD. By Httle and HttJe, tbe seanty vegetatiOD languillhes &ud dial; 
aDd mou. diJappar, and. a red bUl'lling hue 1Iacceeds." - ROlUlét', Paklli",. 

TBE COUNTRY COMMANDANT. 

IN a document dating as far baek as 1560, I have 
se en reeorded the name of Mendoza of the valley of 
La Rioja. But La Rioja proper is an Argentine prov
inee Iying north of San Juan, from which it is separ
ated by several strips of desert, althollgh these are 
broken by some inhabited valleys. Its western portion 
is interseeted in parallel lines by spurs branching off 
from the Andes and including in their' valleys los Pue
blos and Little Chili, as it was ealled by the "Chilian 
miners, who frequented the rieh and renowned mines 
of Famafina. 

Further to the east stretehes a sandy, barren, and 
snn-seorched plain, at the northern extremity ofwhieh, 
and near a mOllntain covered to its summit with rank and 
10ft Y vegetation, líes the skeleton of La Rioja, a lone]y 
city with no suburbs, and withered away, as ít were, 
like J erllsaleom at the foot of the Mount of Olives. Thís 
sandy plain ís bounded, far towards the south, by the 
Colorados, mountains of hardened clay, whose regular 
outlines take the most picturesque and fantastíc forms ; 
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sometimes resembling a smooth wall with projecting bas
tions; sometimes snggesting to the eye massive towers 
and the battlements of rnined castles. Lastly, in the 
southeast and surrounded by exten9ive wastes, lie the 
Llanos, a broken and hilly region, in spite of its name, 
forming an oasis of pasturage which formerly main
tained thousands of flocks. 

The general aspect of the country is desolate, its 
c1imate lorrid, its soil parched and destitute of runniDg 
streams. Reservoirs called repr~~ arecoDstructed by 
the peasantry to collect rain-water for tbe supply of 
their animals. 1 have always been disposed lo think 
that the general aspect of Palestine resembles that of 
La Rioja, in the reddish or ochreous tints of the Boil, 
the dryness of Borne regíons and their cisterns; also the 
orange-trees, vines, and fig-trees bearing exquisite aDd 
enormous fmits, which are raised along the course of 
sorne turLid and eonfined Jordan. There is a strange 
combination of mountain and plain, fruitfulness and 
aridity, parehed and bristlíng heights, and hills covered 
with dark green forests as 10ft Y as tbe cedars of Leba
non. 

What chiefly brings these reminiseenees of the East 
before my imagínation is the trnly patriarchal appear
anee of the couniry people of La Rioja. Thanks to 
caprices of fa.~hion, there is now nothing unnsual in 
seeing men witb fulf beardM, aceording lo the immemo
ríal practice of Eastern nations; but yet this faet would 
not wholly prevent the Sllrprise natnrally occasioned 
by the sight of a Spanish-speaking population among 
whom full beards, frequently descending lo the ehest, 
are, and always have been worn ; a population of mel-
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an('holy, silent, sedate, and erafty d.>meanor; of A rabie 
appeáranee, riding npon asses, and sometimes c10thed 
in goat-skins, like the hermit of En-gedi. Th~re aloe 
places where the people live exclusively on wild honey 
and the fi'uit of the carob-tree, as Sto John did on 10-
eusts in the deserto The Llanista himself is alone un
conscious of being the most llnfortunate, wretehed, and 
barbarons of mortals, and thanks to this igllorance, he 
¡¡'"es contentedly and happily when hllnger does not 
trouble him. 

1 have already said that there are in Rioja some red
dish mountains which ~ar at a distance a resem
blanee to towers aud feudal castles in ruins; and still 
other medialyal charaeteristies are mingled \Vith the 
Oriental resemblances aboye ref\moed to, for in Rioja 
there has been a con test of a centt\l'y bet\Veen t\Vo 
hostile families, whose enmity, rank, and celebl'ity find 
an ac('urate parallel among the Ursini, Colon nas, and 
Medid of Italian feuds. :rhe ",hole histOl'Y of the 
dvilized inhabitants of La Rioja ia that of the conten
tiona of the Ocampos arid DáYilas. These faznilies, 
alike aneient, rich, and noble, long stro,'e with eaeh 
other for s~premacy, aitd, even long before the Revo
lution of Independenee, had divided the popnlation 
into parties like those of the Guelphs and Ghibellines. 
A great numbel' of the members of these two families 
have distinguished themselves in arms, at the bal', ami 
in industrial pursuits; for the Dávilas and the Ocampos 
were ever atQnPting to surpass each other by evel'y 
method of acquiring power recogni7.cd bv eivili7.8tion. 
The extinction oC this hCl'editary animosity \Vas often 
an objed of the paliey o~ the patriota of Buenos Ayres. 
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The two families were induced by the logic of Lautaro 
to unite an Ocampo with a lady ofthe Dávila family in 
order to promote a reconeiliation. AH know that such 
was the Italian practice; hut on this occasion the Romeo 
and J uliet were more fortuna te. Towards 1817 the 
government of Buenos Ayres, also with the view of 
ending the hostility of these families, sent the province 
a governor from without, Barnachea by name, who feH 
ere long under the influence of the Dávila party, de
pendent upon the support of Don Prudencio Quiroga, a 
man much beloved by the inhabitants of the Llanos 
where he lived j he had been summoned to the city and 
appointed Treasurer and Alcalde. The rural districts 
were just beginning, altllough in a legitimate and noble 
manner, in Don Prudencio Quiroga, Facundo's father, 
to come into playas a political element among the civil 
parties. The Llanos 1 have stated,consist of a hilly oasis 
of pasture land in the midst of an extensive desert (tra
vesía) j their inhabitants, exclusively shepherds, lead 
that patriarchal and primitive life which its isolation 
preserves in aH its purity and hostility to the cities. 
Hospitality is in that region a duty of general obliga
tion. The laborer defends his master from aH kinds of 
danger, even at the l"isk of his own life. These customs 
will of themselves furnish a partial explanation of the 
phenomena we are to witness. 

After the event that occurred in his favor at San 
Luis, Facundo made his appear:\lIce on the Llanos in
vested with the prestige of his recent exploit, and for
tified with a recommendation from the government. 
The parties dividing La Rioja were not slow to solicit 
the adhesion of aman regarded by aH with the respect 
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and dread always felt for deeds of unllsual daring. 
The Ocampos, who came into power in 1820, gave him 
the title of Sergeant Major of the Militia of tbe Llanos, 
with the influence and authority of Commandant. 

The beginning of his public career starts from tbis 
momento The pastoral and barbarie element of La 
Rioja, the same witb tbat third force whicb appears 
with Artigas at the siege of Montevideo, is now to pre
sent itself at La Rioja with Quiroga, upon ",hom one 
of the parties of tbe city had called for support. The 
moment of such an action is a solemn and critical 
one in the history of a11 the pastoral sta tes of the 
Argentine Republic; in each there comes a day when a 
lllan of audacity is made country commandant either 
beca use be is already dreaded, or because foreign aid 
is needed. Sucb aman is a Gl'ecian horse like that 
which the Trojans made haste tu bring into the ('ity. 

At this time occurred at San Juan tbe unfortunate 
insurrection of tbe first re~iment of tbe Andes, which 
had returned from Chili fur reorganization. Francisco 
Aldao and Corro, foiled in tbe objects of the rebellion, 
undertook a calamitous retreat towards the north to 
join Güemes, a partisan chieftain of Salta. General 
Ocampo, Governor of La Rioja, took measures to bar 
their passage, and fol' tbat purpose called out a11 the 
forces of the province and made ready for a batde. 
Facundo was at hand with his Llanistas [men of the 
plains]. The action began, and a few minutes were 
enough to sh~w that the First Regiment bad, by rebel
lion,lost none of their ancient lustre on fields of batde. 
Corro and Alelao moved upon the city.. and their scat
tered antagonists be too k themselves fur reorganization 



96 LIFE IN THE ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 

to the Llanos, where they could await the arrival of 
the troops from San Juan and Mendoza who were in 
pursuit of the fugitives. Facundo meanwhile, aban
doning the point of reunion, fell upon the real'-gual'd 
of the victol's, skirmishing with and harassing them, 
and ki.lling or capturing theil' stragglers. Facundo was 
the only man endowed with alife of his own, waiting 
for no onlers, ",holl)' influen('ed by the motive power 
within himself. He had felt himself called to action, 
and waited fol' no impulse from without. Yet more; 
he spoke scornfully of the government and of the 
General, and declared his intention of overthrowing 
it and acting henceforward as his judgment might dÍ«:
tate. lt is said that a council of the chief officers of 
the army urged upon General Ocampo his arrest, trial, 
and executiori; but the General declined, perhaps less 
from moderation than from a feeling that Quiroga was 
now less a subordinate officer than a formidable ally. 

A definite agreement between Aldao and the gov
ernment decided that the formel' should return to San 
Luis, it not being his wish to follow Corro, and the 
government engaging to provide means for his passage 
through its territory by a route across the Llanos. 
Facundo was charged with the perfonnance of this 
part of the stipulation, and returned with Aldao to the 
Llanos. Quiroga by this time was conscious of his 
power; and when he turned his back on La Rioja, he 
might have taken leave of it with the saying, .. W oe 
to thee, O city! Verily 1 say unto thee that yet a 
little while, and thel'e shall not be left of thee one stone 
upon another." 

Aldao, upon his arrival at the Llanos, offered Qui-
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roga, with whose discontent he had become acquainted, 
a hundred drilled soldiers, to enable him to make him
self master of La Rioja, in exchange for his aid in fu
ture enterprises. Quiroga eagerly assented, set out for 
the city, too k it, captured the officers of the government, 
sent them confessors, and orders to prepare themselves 
for death. What object had he in this revolution? 
None. Feeling himself powel'ful and stretching out 
his arms, he overthrew the city. Is it his fault? 

Old Chilian patriots doubtless still remember the 
prowess 01' Sergeant Araya of the Mounted Grenadiers ; 
for among those veterans the halo of glory frequently 
rest.ed upon the common soldier. The priest Mené
ses has informed me that, after the rout of Cancha Ra
yada, Sergeant Araya and seven grenadiers went to 
Mendoza. 1t was heart-breaking to the patriots to see 
the bravest soldiers of their-army passing and repass
ing the Andes while Las Reras still had force s at his 
command to face the Spaniards. The detention of 
Sergeant Araya was projected; but a difficulty pre
sented itself. Who was to approach him? A detach
ment of seventy militia-men was at hand; buí' aH the 
soldiers knew that the fogitive was Sergeant Araya, and 
they would have been a thousand times more ready to 
attack the Spaniards than this lion of the grenadiers. 

Upon this, Don José Maria Menéses, alone and un
armed, followed and overtook Araya, and, intercepting 
him on his way, reminded him of his past glories and 
of the disgrace of an objectless flight. Araya was 
not deaf to • tllis appeal, and yielded unresistingly to 
the entreaties and commands of the good neighbor. 
Re then became entbusiastic, hasten'ed to stop other 
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squads of grenadiers who had preceded him in flight, 
and his diligence and reputation enabled him to join the 
arrny again with seventy cornrades in arms, who cleared 
their laurels at Maipú of the momentary stain whieh 
had rested on them. 

This Sergeant Araya and aman namea Lorca, also 
known in Chili by his bravery, commanaed the force 
placed by Alelao under Facundo's orders. The pris
oners at La Rioja who were under sentence of death, 
among them Dr. Don Gabriel Ocampo, a former min
ister of government, elltreated Lorca to protect them 
by his intercession. Facuudo, feeling yet insecure in 
bis momentary elevation, consented to grant their 
lives; but this limit"set to his power made him aware 
that he must have full control of this veteran force, in 
order to avoid future opposition. 

Returning to the Llanos, be carne to an understand
ing with Araya, and in pursuance of their agreement, 
tbey fell upon the rest of Aldao's force by surprise, and 
Facundo then found himself at the head of four hun
dred regulars, fromwbose ranks were aftE'rwards drawn 
tbe officers of bis firs t arroies. 

Remembering that Don Nicholas Dávila was in exile 
at Tucuman, be summoned him to take· charge of the 
annoying details of the government of La Rioja, himself 
retaining the real supremacy, which followed him to the 
Llanos. The breach between him and men like the 
Ocampos and Dávilas was too wide, and the change 
from their government to his, too sudden, to be effected 
at a blow; the spirit of the city was still too powerful for 
that of the country to control openly ; a Doctor of Laws 
was still thol1ght to make a better government official 
than any laborer. But all this was afterwards changed. 
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Dávila undertook the government under Facundo, 
and for the time all occasion for tl'oubl~ seemed overo 
The possessions and estates of the Dávilas were situ
ated near Chilecito, and there, consequently, in the 
kinsrncn and friends of the family, was concentrated 
the physical and moral force likely to sustain the new 
governor. As the population of Chilecito increased 
with the profitable working of the mines, and as large 
fortunes had been amassed there, the government es
tablished a provincial bank in this srnall town, to which 
it transferred its residence, either to carry out the un
dertaking 01' to withdraw itself from the Llanos and 
the disagreeable subjection in which Quiroga was di s
posed to keep that region. Before long, Dávila pro
ceeded from these purely defensive measures to more 
decided action. Availing hiuiself of Facundo's tempo
rary absence at San Juan, he laid plans with Captain 
Araya to have him arrested on his return. Facundo 
learned what awaited him, ¡md, secretly entering the 
Llanos, had Araya assassinated. The government whose 
authority had been thus contemptuously defied, sum
moned him to answer to the charge of assassin~tion. 
Ridicnlous parody 1 But there was no other means of 
appealing in arms and of kindling civil war between 
the government and Qniroga, between the city and the 
Llanos. Facundo, in his turn, sent commissioners to the 
Representative Assembly, to request the deposition of 
Dávila. Tha Assembly had urgently callerl upon the 
governor to in,y-ilde the Llanos and with the support of 
all the citizens, to disarm Quiroga. The members had 
a local interest in the matter, which W8$ the transfer of 
the baIl:k to the city of La Rioja j but as Dávila per-
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sisted in residing at Chilecito, the Assembly yielded 
to Facundo's solicitntions and declared Dávila deposed. 

Governor Dávila had assembled many of Aldao's 
soldiers under the command of Don Miguel Divila. 
He had a good supply of military equipments, many 
adherents desirous of preserving the province from the 
rule of the chieftain who was strengthening himself in 
the Llanos, and also several regular officers to lead 
his troops. Preparations for war were begun, then. 
with equal zeal, in Chilecito and in the Llanos. Ru
mors of these unhappy events reached San Juan and 
Mendoza, the government of which sent a commis
sion to attempt to make an arrangement between thé 
belligerents, who, liy that time, were on the point of 
actual conflicto Corbalan, the same now serving in 
Rosas' ordnance corps, visited Quiroga's camp to at
tempt the mediation for which he had been sent, and 
which the chieftain accepted; he next went to the op
posing camp, where he met the same cordial reception ; 
and finally returned to the camp of Quiroga to arrange 
the exact terms of agreement, but Quiroga, leaving 
him there, marched hastily against his enemy, whose 
forces he easily routed and dispersed, owing to the 
negligence into which the deluded envóy's assurances 
had caused them to fal!. . Don Miguel Dávila, collect~ 
ing sorne of his men, resolutely attacked Quiroga, and 
succeeded in wounding him in one thigh before being 
himself disabled by a shot in the wrist; he was afier
wards surrounded and killed by Quiroga's soldiers. A 
fact very characteristic of the gaucho spirit is connected 
with this incident. A soldier takes pleasure in show
ing his wounds; the gaucho hides such as he has re-
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ceived in close combat, and avoids having their exist
ence known, because they attest a want of skiII on his 
parto Facundo, faithful to these notions of honor, never 
mentioned the wound which Dávila had given him. 

Here ends the history of the Ocampos and Dávilas, 
and with it that of La Rioja. What follows is the his
tory of Quiroga. 

That day of evil omen corresponds to April of 1835 
in the historyof Buenos Ayres-when its country com
mandant, its desert hero, made himselfmaster ofthe city. 

1 ought not to omit, since it is to Quiroga's honor, a 
curious fact which (1823) occul"red at this time. The 
feeblest gleam of light is not to be disregarded in the 
blackness of that night. 

Facundo, upon his triumphant entry into La Rioja, 
stopped the ringing of the bells, and after sending a mes
sage of condolence to the widow of the slain General, 
directed his ashes to be honored with a stately funeral. 
He appointed for governor one Blanco, a Spaniard of 
low rank, and with him began the new'order of affairs 
which was to realize the 'best ideal of government, as 
conceived by Facundo .Quiroga ; for, in his long career 
among the. various cities which he conqnered, he never 
took upon himself the charge of organizing govern
ments; he always left that task to others. 

The moment of the grasp of power over the destinies 
of a commonwealth by a vigorous hand is ever an im
portant one and deserves attention. Old institutions 
are strengthened, or give place to others, newer and 
more productive of good results, or better adapted to 
prevaiJing ideas. From such a focus often diverge the 
threads which, as time ~eaves theDl together, change 
the web of history. 
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1t is otherwise when the prevailing force is one for
eign to civilization, - when an Attila obtains possession 
of Rome, or a Tamerlane traverses the plains of Asia; 
old forms remain, but the hand of philosophy would 
afterwards vainly remove them with the view of find
ing beneath them plants which had gained vigor from 
the human blood given them for nourishment. Fa
cundo, aman imbued with the genius of barbarism, 
gets controlof his country; the traditions of govern
ment disappear, established forms deteriorate, the law 
is a plaything in vile hands; and nothing is maintained, 
nothing established, amid the destruction thus accom
plished by the trampling feet of horses. Freedom 
from restraint, occupation, and care, is the supreme 
good of the gaucho. If La Rioja had eontained statues, 
as it eontained doctors, they would have had horses tied 
to them, but they would have served no other purpose. 

Facundo wanted to have means at his command, and, 
as he was incapable of creating a revenue system, he re
sorted to the ordinary proceedillg of duU or weak govern
ments; but in this case the monopoly bears the stamp 
of South American pastorallife, spoliation, and violence. 
The tithes of La Rioja were, at this time farmed out at 
ten thousand piastres ayear; this was the average rateo 
Facundo made his appearance at the board, and his pres
ence overawed the shepherds. "1 offer two thousand 
piastres ayear," said he, " and one more than the best 
bid." The committee repeated the proposal three 
times; no one made a bid; all present left, one by one, 
reading in Quiroga's sinister glance that it was the last 
one he would aUow. The next year he contented him
self with sending to the board the following note: -
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" 1 give two thousand dollars and one more than the best bid: 
" FACUNDO QUIROGA." 

The third year the ceremony of adjudication was 
omitted, and in 1831, Quiroga again sent to La Rioja 
the sum of two thousand dolIars, his estimate for the 
tithes. 

But to make his tithes bring in a hundred for one, 
another step was required, and, after the second year, 
Facundo refused to receive the tribute of animals oth
erwise tha~by giving his mark among the proprietors, 
so that they might brand with it the animals set apart 
for the tithe and keep them on the place until.he caBed 
for them. The creatures muItiplied, their number was 
constantly augmented by new tithes, and, after ten 
year~, it might be reckoned that half the stock of a 
whole pastoral province belonged to the commaAding 
general of the forces, and bore his mark. 

It was the immemorial custom in La Rioja that the 
estrays, or the animals that were not marked at a cer
tain age, should become the lawful property of the treas· 
ury, whieh sent its agents to colleet these gleanipgs, and 
derived no contemptible revenue !rom them, but the 
annoyance to the p¡:oprietors was intolerable. Fa
cundo demanded the adjudication to himself of these 
animals, to meet the expenses he had incurred fol' the 
invasion of the city; expenses which were reducible 
to the summons of ilTegular forces, who assembled, 
mounted on horses of their own, and lived constantly 
on what ca.¡ge in their way. Already the proprietor 
of herds which brought him six thousand bulIocks 
a year, he sent his agents to supply. the city markets, 
and :woe to any competitor who should appear ! This 
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business of supplying meat foi the markets was one 
which he carried on wherever he ruled, in San Juan, 
Mendoza, or Tucuman; and he was always careful to 
secure the monopoly of it by proclamation or simple 
notification. It is with shame and disgust that 1 men
tion these disgraceful transactions, but the tl"uth must be 
told. 

The genera]'s first order, after a bloody battle which 
had laid a city open to him. was that no IIne should 
supply the markets with meat! In Tucnman he learned 
that a resident of the place was killing cattle in his 
house, in spite of this order. The general of the army 
of the Andes, the c~mqueror of the Citadel, thought 
the investigation of so dreadful a crime should be en
trusted only to himself. He went in person, and 
knocked lustily at the door of the house, which refused 
to yield, and which the in mates, taken by surprise, did 
not open. A kick from the iIlustrious general broke 
it in, and exposed to his view a dead OX, whose hide 
was in process of removal by the maste¡· of the house, 
who also fell dead in his turn at the terrible sight of 
the offended general! 1 

11n eonsequenee of the present law, the govemment of. the provinee haa 
obtained the assent of His Exeelleney General Don Juan Facundo Quiroga, 
to the following stipulalio"s, agreeably lo his note of September 14, 1833. 

1. That h. will mak. good to Ihe Most Exeellenl Government of Bueno. 
Ayres Ihe sum inveoled b)" il in Ihe .aid property. 

2. Thal h. will supply the provine. wilhout ineumbranee lo Ih. revenue, 
wilh fiv. Ihou,and pesos, lo meel Ihe diffieulty of filling ita eontingenl ; 
three thousand pesos in cash and the remainder in the produce oC live 
stock: for Ihe paymenl of whieh only Ihe membera of Ihe I!"ade of buteher
ing .hall be responsible. 

3. Thal he i. lo ha"e Ihe exclusive right of supplying the markets, .ell
ing lo Ihe public al lb. rate of five reals the Drroba of meat, whieh no,. 
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1 do not intentionally dwell upon these things. How 
many 1 omit! How many misdeeds 1 pass over in 
silence which are fully proved and known to all! But 
1 am writing the history of government by barbarians, 
and 1 am forced to state its methods. 

Mehemet Ali, who beca me master of Egypt by 
means identical with those of Facundo, delivers him
self up to a rapacity unexampled even in Turkey; 
he establishes monopolies in every occupation and turns 
them to hi~' own profit; but Mehemet Ali, though he 
springs from a barbarous nation, rises aboye his con
dition so far as to wish to acquire European civiliza
tion for himself and fOl" the people he oppresses. Fa
cundo, on the contrary, not only rejects all recognized 
civilization, but destroys and disorganizes. Facundo, 
who does not govern, because any government implies 
labor for others' good, gives himself up to the instincts 
of an immoderate and unscrupulous avarice. Selfish
ness is the foundation of almost all the great characters 
of history; selfishness is the chief spring of al! great 
deeds. Quiroga had this political gift in an eplÍnent 
degree and made everything around him contribute to 
his advantage; wealth, -power, authority, all centred in 
him; whatever he could not acquire, - polish, learn
ing, true respectability, - he hated and persecuted in 
all those who possessed them. 

costs six, and is of bad quality j and to the stRte at tbree reals without 
raisiog the current price of tbe article. 

40. That hi. cat¡l. are to b •• Iaughtered gratis, from the 18th or lb. pre.
ent month to tbe 10th of JanuBI)' inclusive, and to ha.ve pasture at tbe pub
lio expen,e for two real. a montb ror eve!)' head he .ball provide from the 
1st of October nexl. RUJZ.-VIC""NTO ATIENZO. 

Official Regil¡er of ¡h. PrOl1inco of San Juan. 
SAlf JUAlf, Seplemb<r 13, 183;1. 
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His hostility to the respectable classes and to the 
refinement of the cities was every day more percepti
ble, and the governor of La Rioja, whom he had him
self appointed, finally was forced, by daily annoyances, 
to resign his place. One day, Quiroga, feeling in
clined -10 pleasantry, was arnusing himself with a young 
rnan as a cat sports with a frightenl'd rnouse; he liked 
to play at killiflg; the terror of the victim was so 
ludicrous, tbat the executioner was highly di verted, and 
laughed irnrnoderately, contrary to his habito He rnust 
have syrnpathy in his rnirth, and he at once ordered 
tbe general! to be beat throughout the city of Rioja, 
which caBed out the citizl'ns under arms. Facundo, 
who had given the sÍlmmons for diversion's sake, drew 
up the inhabitants in the principal square at eleven 
o'clock at night, disrnissed the populace and retained 
only the weIl-to-do householders and the young mell 
who still had sorne appearance of culture. AH night 
he kept them rnarching and countermarching, halting, 
forrning line, marching by front or by flank. 1t was 
like a drilI-sergeant teaching recruits, and the sergeant's 
stick travelled over the heads of the stupid, and the 
chests of those who were outof line; "vVhat would 
you have? this is the way to teach !" Morning carne, 
and the palIor, weariness, and exnaustion of the re
cruits showed what a night they had passed. Their 
instructor finally sent them to rest, and extended his 
generosity to the purchase and distribution of pastry, 
each recipient rnade in haste to eat his share, for that 
was part of the sport. 

Lessoris of such a kind are not lost upon cities, and 

1 A certain call to arms. 



MINING FEVER. 107 

the skillful politician who has raised similar proceedings 
to a system in Buenos Ayres, has refined upon thero 
and made them wonderfulIy effective. For example: 
during the periods betweE'n 1835 and 1840 almost the 
whole population of Buenos Ayres has passed through 
the prisons. Sometimes a hundred and fifty citizens 
would be imprisoned for two or three months, to be 
then replaced by two hundred who would be kept, per
haps half the year. Wheretore ? What had they 
done? What hau they said? Idiots! Do you not 
see that this is good discipline for the city ? Do you 
not remember the saying of Rosas to Quiroga, that no 
republic could be established because the people were 
not prepared for it! This is his way of teaching the 
city ho,," to obey; he will finish his work, and in 1844, 
he will be able to show the world a people with but 
one thought, one opinion, one voice, and that a bound
less enthusiasm for the person and will of Rosas! Then, 
indeed, they will be ready for a republic ! 

But we will return to La Rioja .. A feverish ex
citement on the subject of iDvestments in the mines of 
the Dew States of Spanish America had arisen -'in Eng
land; powerful couipanies were proposing to draw 
profit from those of Mexico and Peru; and Rivadavia, 
who was theD residing in London, urged speculators 
to invest their capital in the Argentine Republic. The 
mines of Famatina offered an opening for a great enter
prise. At the same time, speculators from Buenos 
Ayres obtawd the exclusive right to work these mines, 
meaning to seU it for an enormous sum to the English 
companies. These two speculatioqs, one started in 
England and the other in Buenos Ayres, conflicted 
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with each other, and were irreconcilable. Finally, a 
bargain was made with another English house, which 
was to supply funds, and in HlCt, sent out English super
intendents and miners. Later, a speculation was got 
up to establish a bank at La Rioja, which was to be 
sold at a high price to the national government when 
it should be organized. On being solicited, Facundo 
took a large number of shares, making payment with 
the Jesuits' College, which had been assigned to him, 
on his demand, in payment of his salary as general. A 
party of Buenos Ayres stockholders came to La Rioja 
to carry out the project, and soon asked to be presented 
to Quiroga, whose name had begun to exercise every
where a mysterious - and terrific power. Facundo 
received them in his lodgings, in very fine silk stock
ings, iIl-made pantaloons, and a common Iinen poncho. 

The grotesque appearance of this figure was not pro
vocative of any smiles from the. elegant citizens of 
Buenos Ayres. They were too sagacious not to read 
the riddle. The man before them meallt to humiliate 
his polished guests, and show them what account he 
made of their European dresses. 

The admillistrative system established in his province 
was finally completed by exorbitant duties on the ex
portation of cattle which did 1I0t belollg to him. But 
in addition to these direct methods of acquiring wealth, 
he had one which embraced his whole public career,
gambling! He had a rage for playas some men have 
for strong drink, and others for tobacco. His mind, 
though a powerful one, h:id not the capacity of embra
cing a large sphere of ideas, and stood in need of this 
factitious occupation, in which a passion of the soul is 
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in constant exercise, as it is crossed, appeased, pro
voked, excited, and kept upon the rack. 1 have always 
thought that the passion for gambling was some useful 
faculty that organizad society has pel"verted Ol" left in 
inaction. The will, self-control, and steadfastness which 
it requires, are the same which advance the fortunes of 
the enterprising merchant, the banker, and the con
queror who plays for empires with battles. Facundo 
had habitually gambled since his childhood; play had 
been the only pleasure, the only relaxation of his life. 
But what an agreeable partner he must be who con
trols the terrors and the lives of the whole party! No 
one can conceive sllch a state of things without having 
had it before his eyes fOl" twenty years. Facundo 
played unfairly, say his enemies. 1 do not believe the 
charge, for cheating at play was unnecessa"ry in his 
case, and he had been known to pursue to the death, 
others who were guilty of it. But he played with un
limited means; he never let any one carry from the 
table the money he used" for stakes ;" the game could 
not be stopped till he chose; he would play forty hours 
or more at a time; he feared no one, and if his fellow 
gamblers annoyed him, he could have them whipped 
or shot lit pleasure. This was the secret of his good 
luck. Few men ever won much money from him, al
though, at some periods of the game, heaps of coin 
lost by him lay upon the table; the game would go on, 
for the winner did not dare to rise, and in the end he 
would have. nothing but the glory of reckoning that his 
winnings, afterwards lost, liad once been so large. 

Gambling. then, was to Quiroga a.system of plunder 
as w~ll as a favorite ~musement. No one in La Rioja 
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received money from him, no one possessed any, witho 
out being at once invited to a game, or, in other \Vords, 
to leave his funds in the chieftain's hands. Most of the 
tradesmcn of La Rioja failed and vanished, their money 
having taken up its quarters in the general's purse; 
and it \Vas not for want of lessons in prudence from 
hirn. A young man had won fOllr thousand dollars 
frorn Facundo, and Facundo declined to play longer. 
Ris opponent thought that a snare was in readiness 
for him, and that his life wa~ in danger. Facundo 
r~peated that he had finished playing; the stupid fel
low insisted on another garne, amI Facundo, cornpIying 
with the demand, won the four thousand dollars from' 
the other, who then received two hundred lashes for 
his.uncivil pertinacity. 

1 arn weary of reading the accounts of infarnous acts 
in which all the manuscripts 1 arnconsulting agree. 
1 suppress thern out of respect to rny vanity as an 
author, and to the literary pretensions of rny \Vork. 
By saying more 1 ShOllld rnake rny pictures appear too 
highly colored, coarse, and repulsive. 

This terrninates one period of the life of the cOllntry 
comrnandant after he had abolished and suppressed the 
city. Ritherto Facundo \Vas what Rosas \Vas in his 
own dornain, although uot so far degraded before reach
ing power, either by garnbling or by the brutal gratifi
cation of various passions. But he is to enter upon a 
new sphere, and \Ve are 800n to follow hirn over the 
whole Republic and seek hirn on battle fields. 

What consequences to La Rioja \Vere occasioned by 
the destruction of all civil order? Reasonings and 
discu8sions are here out of place. A vi8it to the scene 
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of tbese occurrences wilI ¡)e sufficient to answer tbe 
query. The Llanos of La Rioja are now deserted ; 
their population has emigrated to San Juan; the cis
terns are dry which once gave drink to thousands o( 
flocks. Those Llanos which fed those flocks twenty 
years ago, are now the home of the tiger who has re
conquered his former empire, and of a few families of 
beggars who I¡ve upon the fruit of the carob-tree. This 
is the retribution the Llanos have suffered for the evils 
which they let loose upon the Republic. " W oe to ye, 
Bethsaida and Chorazin! Verily 1 say unto you, tbat 
the lot of Sodom and Gomorrah was more tolerable 
tban that which was reserved for you ! .. 



CHAPTER VII. 

SOCIAL LIFE. 

11 Soclety ln the Middle Ages wn.s composed. o( tbe wreeks o( 8 tbOU88.Dd otber 

lIocleties. AH tbe forma oC Iiberty and servitude were found in lt i tbe monarchieal 
Uberty of tbe kiDg, tbe lodividualliberty oC the prlest, tbe priv1l~ged liberty of kiDP, 
tbe representative Uberty of tbe natioo, Roman slavery, barbarian serfage, sud the 
.servitude ofescheatagc (o.uba.ne).'l- Chaltaubriand. 

FACUNDO is now in possession of La Rioja, its um
pire and absolute master; no other voice is heard 
there, no other interest than his exists there. As there 
is no literature, there are no opposing opinions. La 
Rioja is a military machine which will move as it is 
moved. Thus far, however, Facundo has done noth
ing new; Dr. Francia, Ibarra, Lop"ez, and Bustos, had 
done the same; and Güemes and Araos had attempted 
it in the N orth; that is, to destroy aH existing rights 
for the purpose of strengthening their own. But be
yond La Rioja layan agitated world of ideas and of 
contradictory interests, whence carne to Quiroga's resi
dence in the Llanos the distant sounds of the contro
versies of the press and of political parties. Agaill 
his rise to p(j)wer was necessadly attended by the spread 
of the clamor l'esulting from his overthrow of the edi
fice of civilization, and by his becoming an object of 
attention to the neighboring commonweaIths. His 
name had passed the frontiers of La Rioja; Rivadavia 
was inviting him to assist in the organization of the 
Republic; Bustos and Lopez wished him to oppose it; 
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the government of San Juan complacently reckoned 
him among its friends, and strangers carne to tbe Llanos 
to pay him their respects and to ask support in behalf 
of one party or another. 

At that time the Argentine Republic presented an 
animated and interesting picture. AH illterests, aH 
ideas, all passions, met together to create agitation and 
tumulto Here, was a chief \Vho would have nought 
to do with the rest of the Republic; there, a commu
nity whose only desire was to emerge from its isolation ; 
~'onder, a government engaged in bringing Europe over 
to America ; elsewhere, another to which the very name 
of civilization was odious; the Holy Tribunal of the 
Inquisition was reviving in sorne places; in others, lib
erty of cODscience was proclaimed the first of human 
rights; the cry of one party was for confederation; of 
others for a central government; while each different 
combination was backed by strong and unconquerable 
passions. I must c1ear up the chaos a little, to show 
the role which it feH to Quiroga to enact, and the 
great work he was to bring to pass. In order to de
piet the provincial commandant w1l0 took possession of 
the city and annuHed its constitution, I ha ve found it 
necessary .to describe the face of nature in the Argen
tine Republic, with the habits induced and the forms 
of character developed by it. And to describe Quiroga 
extending bis power beyond his own province and pro
claiming a principIe, an idea, and carrying it every
where at the point of the bayonet, I must likewise 
sketch the gtographical distributions of the ideas and 
interests which were agitated in the cities. With this 
object, it is requisite for me to examine two cities un-
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der the sway of opposite ideas. These cities are Cor
dova and Buenos Ayres, as they existed in 1825, and 

• previously. 

CORDOVA. 

Cordova, though somewhat in the grave old Spanish 
style, is tbe most charming dt)" in South America in 
its first· aspecto It is situated in a hollow formed in an 
elevated region called the Altos. So closely are ils 
symmetrical buildings crowded together for want of 
space, that it may be said to be folded back upon itself. 
The sky is remarkably clear, the winter season dryand 
bracing, the summers hot and stormy. Towards the 
east it has a promenade of singular beauty, the capri
cious outlines of ",hich strike the eye with magical 
effect. It consists of a square pond surrounded. by a 
very broad walk, shaded by. ancient willow-trees of 
colossal size. Each side is of the length of a cuadra,l 
and the inclosure is of wrought iron grating, with 
enormous doors in the centre of eaeh of the four si des, 
so that the promenade is an enchanted prison, within 
which its inmates circulate around a beautiful temple 
of Greek architecture. In the chief square stands the 
magnifieent cathedral, of Gothic construetion, with its 
immense dome carved in arabesques, the only model 
of medireval architecture, so far as 1 know, existing in 
South Arneriea. Another square is oceupied by the 
ehureh and convent of the Soeiety of Jesus, in the 
presbytery of whieh is a trap-door eommunieating with 
excavations ",hieh t'Xtend to sorne distance below the 

1 Eighty-five yards in lIontevideo, oue bnndred sud twenty-seven in 
Buenos Arres. 
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city, which are at present but imperfectly explored; 
dungeons have also bli!en discovered where the Society 
buried its criminals alive. If any one wishes to be-'" 
come acquainted with monuments of the Middle Ages, 
and to examine into the power and the constitution of 
that celebrated religious order aboye referred to, Oor
dova is tbe place where one of its greatest central 
estahlishments was situated. . 

ln every square oftllat compact city stand s a superb 
convent, a monastery, or a house for unprofessional 
nuns, or for the performance of specific religiolls exer
cises. In former times every f:'\mily included a priest, 
a monk, a nun, or a chorister; the poorer classes con
tenting themselves with having among them a hermit, 
a lay brother, a sacristan, or an acolyte. 

Each convent or monastery possessed a set of ad
joining out-buildings, where lived and multiplied eight 
hundred sI aves of the Order, negroes, zamboes, mu!at
toes, and quadl'oons, with blue eyes, fair and waving 
hair, limbs as polished as 'marble, gennine Oircassians 
adorned with every graee, but showing their Afríean 
origin by tbeir teeth, serving for bait to the passions 
of man, aH for the greater honor and profit of the con
vent to whieh these hourís belonged.1 

Here is also the celebrated University of Oordova, 
founded as long ago as the year 1613, and in whoste' 
gloomy cloisters eight generations of medicine and 
divinity, both branches of law, iHustrious writers, 
commentators, and scholars ha"e passed their youth. 
Let us hear' the deseription given by the celebrated 
Dean Funes of' tbe course of instrllcti.on and the spirit 

1 A similar order of Ibingo e",iBIs lo Ibis day in Ibe city of Havana. 
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of this famous university, which has for two centuries 
provided a great part of South America with theologians 

'and doctors. "The course of theology lasted for ti ve 
years and a half. Theology had come to share in the 
corruption of philosophy. The Aristotelian philosophy 
applied . to theology had resulted in a mixture of the 
profane with the spiritual. Mere human reasonings, 
deceptive subtleties and sophisms, fri"olous and mis
placed inquiries-such were the conditions under which 
the ruling taste of these schools had been formed." 
If you would look a little deeper into the spirit of lib
erty likely to be the result of such teaching, listen a 
little longer to Dean Funes: "This university was 
originated and estatilished wholly by J esuits, who 
founded it in their college of the city of Cordova, 
called Maximo." Very distinguished advocates have 
proceeded from this institution, but no man of letters 
who has not also been educated at Buenos Ayres with 
modern books. 

This learned city has never yet had a public theatre, 
nOI" beco me acquainted with the opera. 1t is still with
out journals, and typography is a brancll of industry 
which has failed to take root in it. The spirit of Cor
dova up to 1829 was monastic and scholastic; the con
versation of its society always turned on processions, 
the saints' days, university examinations, taking the 
vail, and reception of the doctor's "tassels." 

How far these circumstances tended to influence the 
temper of a population occupied with such ideas for 
two centuries, cannot be determined; but sorne illflu
ence they must have had, as is plain at a glance. The 
inhabitant of COl·dova does not look beyond his own 
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horizon; that horizon is four blocks distant from his 
own. When he takes his afternoon stroll, instead of 
going and returning through a spacious avenue of 
poplars as long as the Paseo of Santiago, which expands 
and animates the mind, he follows an artificial lake of 
motionles5 and lifeless water, in the centre of which 
stands a structure of magnificent proportions, immov
able and stationary. The city is a cloister surrounded 
by ravines; the prome.nade is a c10ister with iron grates; 
every squaré of houses has a c10ister of nuns or friars; 
the colleges are c1oisters; the jurisprudence taught 
there, the theology, all the medireval scholastic learn
ing of the place, is a mental c10ister within which 
the intellect is walled up and fortified against every 
departure from text and commentary. Cordova knows 
not that aught hesides Cordova exists on earth; it has, 
indeed, heard that there is such a place as Buenos 
Ayres, but if it believes this, which it does not always, 
it asks: "Has it a university? but it must be an 
affair of yesterday. How many convents has it? Has 
it such a promenade as this? If not, it amounts to 
nothing." 

"Whose work on -jurisprudence do you study?" 
inquired thQ grave Doctor Gijena, of a young man from 
Buenos Ayres. 

" Bentham's." 
"Whose, sir, do you say? Little Bentham's?" 1 in

dicating with his finger the size of the duodecimo in 
which Bent~am's work is published. " That 
wretched little Bentham's! Therc is more sense in 
one of my writings than in all those ,,!,ind-bags. What 
a university, and what contemptible doctors ! " 

1 Benthancito, tbe teÍ'mination expressing derisioD. 
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.. And you," said the other, .. whose uook do you 
study? What!" 

"Cardinal Lucques." 
.. What say )"ou, sir? seventeen folio volumes ? " 
Jt is a fact that as a traveller approaches Cordova, 

he looks along the horizon withont discovering the 
sanctimonious and mysterious city, the city which 
wears the doctor's cap and tassels. At last his guide 
says, .. Look there, it is down there among the lJUshes." 
And in reality, as he fixes his gaze upon the ground 
at a short distanc-l) in advance, there appear one, two, 
three, ten crosses, followed by domes and towers, be
longing to the many churches which adorn this Pom
peii of medireval Spain. 

To conclude, the mechanics shared the spirit of the 
upper classes: a master-shoemaker put on the airs of 
a doctor in shoemaking, and would level a Latin apho
rism at a man as he gravely took his measure; the ergo 
of the scholar might be hcard in the kitchens, and 
every dispute between a couple of porters took the 
sound aild shape of philosophical demonstrations. We 
may add, that throughout the revolution, Cordova was 
the asylum of aH fugitive Spaniards. What impression 
would the revolution of 1810 be likely to make upon a 
population educated by Jesuits, and secluded thus by 
nature, by teaching, and by art ? 

Had revolutionary ideas, such as are found in Rous
seau, Mably, and V oltaire, happened to spread ovel· the 
pampas and descend into thili Spanish catacomb, - if 
we may so speak, - what response would they have 
been likely to find from those brains disciplined by the 
Aristotelian system to reject aH new ideas, those 
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inteIlects which, like their own promenade, had an im
movable idea in their centre, unapproachable through 
a stagnant lake ? 

Toward 1816 the illustrious and liberal Dean Funes 
succeeded in introclucing into the ancient university of 
the city the. studies previously so much contemned: 
mathematics, living languages, public law, physics, 
drawing, and music. From that time the youth of 
Cordova began to direct their ideas into new channels 
which, ere long, led them to consequences of which 
we wiII speak hereafter. At present, 1 am describing 
the old traditiollal spirit of the place, which was the 
dominant one. 

The Revolution of 1810 found the ears of Cordova 
closed to it at the very time when aIl the provinces 
were at once responding to the cry of "To arms! 
Liberty ! ., It was in Cordova that Liniers began to 
raise armiea to put down the revolution in Buenos Ayres. 
It was to Cordova that the Junta sent one of its mem
bers and its ,troops to decapitate Spain. It was Cor
dova, which, ofrended by,this outrage, and looking for 
vengeance ann reparation, wrote, with the learned 
hand of the University, and in the idiom of the 
breviary imd the commentators, that celebrated acros
tic 1 which pointed out to those who passed the spot the 
tomb of the first royalists who were sacrificed upon the 
al tars of the state. 

In 1820, a force stationed in Arequete revolted, and 
General Bu~tos, its leader, a bandoning the banners of 
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his country, established himself quietly at Cordova, 
which congratulated itself for having thus robbed the 
nation of one of its armies. Bustos created an irre
sponsible colonial goyernment, introduced court eti
quette and the perennial torpor of Spain, and thus 
prepared, Cordova entered upon the year 1828, when 
the question before the country was the organization 
of the Republic and the establishment of the revolu
tionary system with all its consequences.1 

1 00 gOiDg ayer tbe pages of tbis first historical essay, tb~ Butbar regrets 
eertain defeets which cannol be expunged witbout recasting lbe whole 
work, ror it would thus be impossible to preserve tbe thread of tbe ideas. 
The hest of lhe t'arly years of e:dle, tbe impossibility of verifying detaih!l 
in 8uch circumstances, and lhe prejudicea of party feeling, have left some 
indelible traces. The descrlption of Cordova is stained wilh tbis capital 
vice, and lbe BUlhar would willingly ex punge ¡t, ir it did Dol cODtaio a 
certnin maliciaua exaggeration which make striking lbe contrasl oC tbe 
modem spirit which characterized Buenos Ayres in 1825. 

But tbe autbor owes to the friendly fraokness of Uro Alsina, corrections 
upoo tbis and severa! otber poilltS, wlticb as 8 poiot of honor 8S well as 
so excuse, he 8ubmits to the examination ofthe reader, tbus mak:iogevery 
possible reparation for error without destroying the spirit of tbe origioal 
texto 

" 1 seem to see," be says in thef'e notes, u a capital defect in this book, 
that of exaggeration, ind~pendent of a certain vivacity, ir not io the ¡deu. 
in: their allocution. If you do oot propase to write a romance or ao epic, 
but a veritable bistory, political, social. and militarYI your rule must be not 
to depart from rigid hi~tol'ical f'xactness, and exaggeration is iocoosistent 
with this. You sbow a penchoflt fol' systems, aod in sociul science, systems 
do not constitute tbe best menns of arriying at the trutb. Wheo tbe mind 
ie occupied with a previous idea, and propo!l("g to make that triumph io ita 
demoostration of it, it exposes itsplf to original erran without beior 
aware of it. Tben instead of proceeding annlytically, instend of examin
iog e8ch faet in itself, to see what can be deduced from it, and from these 
collected deductioDS aDd obser\'at~ons, to brillg out a gene-ral deduction or 
result, instead·of proeeediug thu~, a writer uses syothesis, that is to !lBy, he 
poses a eertain leading idea, reviews whatever fsets present themsllves, not 
to examine them pbilosopbically and jn detail, but to make tbem prove bi. 
favorita idea, snd to construct hy their means tbe editlce of bis system. 
The natural result of tbis is, tbat when he meela with a filct which sup
ports his idea, he exaggerates and amplities ¡ti and when he finds anotber 
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BUENOS AYRES. 

Let us 1I0W turn our attention to Buenos Ayres. Its 
first struggle was with the aborigines by whom it was 

which doee not square well with bis system, or whicb contradicts ¡ti be 
presenta ooly ooe aspect of it, disfigures ¡t, or interprets it in bis own 
way; hence {oreed analogies snd appJications, inexact or partial judgments 
of meo or eventa, sud the generalizatioDs with which a WTiter deducel!l a 
role or a doctrine from un individual, and onen accidental fact, perhaps 
ÍDsignificant in ¡tseU. All tbis is a necessity of systems. It is necessary 
to sacrifice a gre~t deal to Ihem. You propaso to sho .. Ihe nctive olrng
gle between civilization sud barbarism, a struggle where genns began 
to move toward dcvelopment long ysars ago, and which during years 
blindly excited the strnggle belween country and city, in which by a 
nece .. ary law and almost by fa!aJity, Ihe laller triomphed, and ooght to 
have triumphed. I Ihink there may be Iruth at Ibe bollom of Ibis idea, 
allbough il has not any in my humblo opinion. 

u You treat witb undeserved harshness that poor city of Cordo't"8. You 
do not cite facts that justify your general assertion, made 80 strongly and 
severely. To reonU tbe crime of Bustos in 1820 would he inopportune, 
that crime proves sometbing el se, but not tbat. That Leniers and otber 
distinguisbed men, almost aU Spaniards, acted Jike Spaniards in 1810, 
is not astonishing, and their rencontre at Cordova should not be imputed 
to a love of royalty in the people any more than Ibe appearanc. of that 
kind of acrostic which you copy, and ... hich might havo been the work of 
an individual, should be imputed to Ibe same Ibing .. These proofs go out 
of tbe limits af the circumspection. of history to justify an accusation 80 

po.itive and so general. There were families of Ibe Spanish party Ihere a. 
in al1 the provinces, without excluding lbat oi Buenos Ayres, snd this W8S 

natural. After it was delÍ\~ered-from Linien and bis associates, what fact 
reveals Ibe opp.sitíon or dissenl of Cardo ... to tbe revolution? What 
doe. Cordova do lesa than any olher of the provinc.s where the Spanish 
armies did not go? What more have the others done than Cordova? le 
receh·ed with decaion the first patriotic army, and contributed what it 
could to il. From 1810 it furni.h.d maoy 8Oldiero; from 1810 it furnished 
many men and young men who became excellent officers; it gave V aley, 
who died gloriously at Desaguadero i aJ.s.o Leevá, Bustos, Julian, and José 
Maria Paz,J. G. Echevarría, who died fOl' liberty in 1831, as you aayfurther 
on; il gave my ct.ent Colonel Rojas, who made his debut at Dehe.a, and 
othen whoae Dame. I do not now remember. Cordova sent i"ts deputies to 
Ibe firot Junta, aud has since sent Ibem lo all tbo oationaJ bodíes. In 
what otber wo.y would you ha,·e a province take part iD lhe revolution? 
In whal';nanller haDO olhero taken part in it? 

" ALBINA." 
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swept from the face of the earth. It recovered itself 
more than once, until in 1620 it figured in the Spanish 
dorninions sufficientIy to be erected into a distriet 
governed by a Captain-general, and to be separated 
frorn Paraguay, under whose governrnent it had pre
viouslyexisted. In 1777, Buenos Ayres had already 
beeome very eonspicuous, so mueh so, indeed, that it 
was necessary to remould the adrninistratiye geogra
phy of the eolonies, and to make Buenos Ayres the 
chief section. A vieeroyal government was express
Iy ereated for it. 

In 1806, the attention of English speeulators was 
turned to South America, and especialIy attraeted to 

. Buenos Ayres by its.river, and its probable future. In 
1810, Buenos Ayres was filIed with partisans of the 
revolution, bitterly hostile to anything originating in 
Spain or any part of Europe. A gerrn of progress, then, 
was stilI alive west of the La Plata. The Spanish colo
nies cared nothing for commerce or navigation. The 
Rio de la Plata was of small importance to them. The 
Spanish disdained it and its banks. As time went on, 
tlle river proved to have deposited its sediment of wealth 
upon those banks, but very littIe of Spanish spirit or 
Spanish modes of government. Commercial activity 
had brought thither the spirit and the general ideas of 
Europe; the vessels which frequented the waters of the 
port brought books froln all quarters, and news of all 
the political events of the worId. It is to be observed 
that Spaill had no other cornmercial city upon the 
Atlantic coast. The war with England hastened the 
emancipation of men's minds and awakened among them 
a sense of their own importance as a state. Buenos 
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Arres was like a child, which, having conquered agiant, 
fo~dlv deems itself a hero, and is ready to undertake 
great~r adventures. The Sodal Contract flew from hand 
to hand. 1\1ably and Raynal were the Ol·acles of the 
press; Robespierre and tbe Convention the approved 
models. Buenos Ayres thought itself a continuation of 
Europe, and if it did not frankly confess that its spirit 
and tendencies were French and North American, it 
denied its Spanish origin on the ground that the Span
ishGovernment had patronized it only after it was fuIl 
grown. The revolution brougbt witb it armies and 
glory, triumphs and reverses, revolts and seditions. But 
Buenos Ayres, amidst alI these fluctuations, displayed 
tlle revolutionary energy with which it is endowed. Bo
livar was everything; Venezuela was but the pedestal 
tor that colossal figure. Buenos Ayres was a whole 
city of revolutionists- Belgrano, Rondeau, San Martin, 
Alvear; and the hundred generals in command of its 
armies were its instruments; its arms, not its head nor 
its trunk. lt cannot be said in the Argentine Republic 
that such a general was the liberator ol the country ; 
but only that the Assembly, Directory, Con gres s, or 
government of such or such a period, sent a given gen
eral to do this thing or that. Communication with all 
the European nations was ever, even from the outset, 
more complete here than in any other part of Spanish 
America; and now, in ten years' time (but only, be it 
understood, in Buenos Ayres), there comes to pass a 
radical replacement of the Spanish by the European 
spirit. We liave only to take a list of the residents in 
and about Buenos Ayres tu see how roany natives of 
the country bear English, French, Gérman, or Italian 
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surnames. The organization of society, in accordance 
with the new ideas with which it was impregnated, 
began in 1820; and the movement continued until 
Rivadavia was placed at the head of the government. 
Hitherto Rodriguez and Las Heras had been laying 
the usual foundations of free governments. Amnesty 
laws, individual security, respect for property, the re
sponsibility of civil authority, equilibrium of powers, 
public education, everything, in fine, was in peaceful 
course of establishment when Rivadavia carne frorn 
Europe, brought Europe as it were, but Europe was 
yet undervalued. B!lenos Ayres -and that mean s, of 
course, the Argentine Republic - was to realize what 
republican Fra.nce could not realize, what the English 
aristocracy did not even wish for, what despotic Europe 
wanted still less. This was not an illusion of Riva
davia's; it was the general thought of the city, its 
spirit, and its tendency. 

Parties were divided, not by ideas essential!y opposed 
to each other, but by the greater or less extent of their 
aims. And how else could it have been with a people 
which in only fourteen years had given England a 
lesson,overrun half the continent, equipped ten armies, 
fought a hundred pitched battles, been everywhere 
victorious, taken part in al! events, set at nought al! 
traditions, tested al! theories, ventured upon everything 
and sllcceeded in everything; which was still vigorous, 
growing rich, progressing in ci\'ilization? What was 
to ensue, when the basis of government, the political 
creeds received from Europe, were vitiated byerrors, 
absurd and deceptive theories, and unsound principIes? 
for the native politicians who were as yet without any 
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definite knowledge of political organization, could not 
be expected to know more than the great men of 
Europe. 1 desire to call attention to the significance 
"f this fact. The study of constitutions; races, and 
creeds, in short, history, has now diffused a certain 
amount of practical knowledge which wams us against 
the glitter of theories based upon a priori conceptions ; 
Lut previous to 1820, nothing of that had transpired in 
the European worId. France was roused into in sur
rection by the paradoxes of the Social Contract; Buenos 
Ayres was similarly roused; Montesquieu designated 
three powers, and immediately we hau three; Benja
min Constant and Bentham annuIled power; here they 
ueclared it originaIly null; Say and Smith preached 
free-trade; "commercial liberty," we repeated; 
Buenos Ayres confessed and believed aIl that the 
learned world of Europe believed and confessed. Not 
till after the revolution of 1830 in France, and its in
complete results, did the Social Scíences take a new 
directíon and i11usions begín to be dispelled. ..From 
that time European books began to come to us, which 
demonstrateu that V olúiire had not much reason, and 
that Rousseau was a sophist, and Mably and Raynal 
anarchists; that there were no three powers, nor any 
Social Contract, etc. From that time we leamed some
thing of races, of tendencies, of national ha bits, of his
torical antecedents. Tocqueville revealed to us for the 
fir8t time the ~cret of North America; Sismondi laíd 
bare the emptiness of constitutions; Thierry, Michelet, 
and Guizot, gave us the spirit of history; the revolu
tion of.1830, all the hoIlowness of the constitutionalism 
of Benjamín Constant; the Spanish revolution, all that 
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is incomplete and behindhand in our own race. Of 
what then were Rivadavia and Buenos Ayres accused? 
Of not knowing more than the European savans who 
lI'ere their guides? On the other side, how was it 
possiblti not to embrace with ardor the general ideas of 
a people who had contributed so much and so well to 
make the revolution general? How bridle the imagina
tions of the inhabitants of an iIIimitable plain bordered 
by a river whose opposite bank could not be seen - a 
step from Europe, not knowing even its own traditions, 
indeed without having them in reality; a new, sud
denly improvised people, which from the verv cradle 
had heard itself called great ? • 

Thus elevated, and hitherto flattered by fortune, 
Buenos Ayres set about making a eonstitution for 
itself ann the Republie, just as it had undertaken to 
liberate itself and all South Ameriea: that is, eagerly, 
uneompromisingly, and without regard to obstac1es. 
Rivadavia lVas the personification of this poetical, uto
pian spirit which prevailed. He therefore continued 
the work of 'Las Heras upon the large seale neeessary 
for a great American State - a republie. He brought 
over from Europe men of learning fol' the press and for 
the pl'ofessor's chair, colonies for the deserts, ships for 
the rivers, freedom fol' all creeds, eredit and the nation
al bank to eneourage trade, and all the great social 
theories of the day for the formation of his government. 
In a word, he brought a second Europe, whieh was to 
be established in Ameriea, and to accomplish in ten 
years what elsewhere had required centuries. Nor was 
this pl'oject altogether chimerical; all his administrative 
creations still exist, exeept those whi<:h the bal'barism of 
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Rosas found in its way. Freedom of conscience, advo
cated by the chief dergy of Buenos Ayres, has not been 
repressed; the European population is scattered on 
farms throughout the country, and takes arms of its 
own accord to resist the only obstade in the way of the 
wealtb offered by the soil. The rivers only need to be 
freed from governmental restrictions to beco~e naviga
ble, and the national bank, then firmly established, has 
saved the people from the poverty to which the tyrant 
would have brought them. And, aboye aIl, however 
fanciful and impractic'able that great system of govern
ment may have been, it was at least easy and endura
ble for the people; and, notwithstanding tl}e assertions 
of misinformed men, Rivadavia never shed a drop of 
blood, nor destroyed the property of any one; but 
voluntarily descended from the Presidency to poverty 
and exile. Rosas, by whom he was so calumniated, 
might easily have been dro.wned in the blood of his 
own victims; and tile forty millions of dollars from the 
national treasury, with thefifty millions from private 
fortunes which were consumed in ten years of the long 
war provoked by his brutalities, would have been em
ployed by the "fool-the dreamer-Rivadavia," in 
building canals, cities, and useful public buildings. 
Then let tbis man, who died for his country, have the 
glory of representing the highest aspirations of Euro
pean civilization, and leave to his adversaries that of 
displaying So~th American barbarism in its most odious 
light. For Rosas and Rivadavia are the two extremes 
of tbe Argentine Republic, connecting. it with savages 
through the pampas, and with Europe through the 
River La Plata. 
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1 am not making the eulogy, but the apotheosis of 
Rivadavia and his party, which has cea sed to exist as 
a political element of the Argentine RE'public, though 
Rosas persists in cal!ing his present enemies " Unita
rios."The old union party, like that of the Giron
dists, disbanded many yE'ars ago; but with al! its im
p05sibilities and fancitill illusions it had much that was 
noble and great to which the succeeding generation 
should do justice. Many of those men are still among 
us, though no longer as an organized party; they are 
the remains of the Argentine Republic, as noble and 
as venerable as those of Napoleon's empire. These 
Unitarios of the yeár 1825 form a distinct class of 
men, recognized by their manners, tone of voice, and 
opinions. A Unitario would be known among a thou
sand by his stately bearing, his somewhat haughty 
manner of speaking, and his positive gestm"es; on the 
eve of a battle he will pause to discuss a question logi
cally, or to establish sorne new legal formality; for 
legal formulas are the outward worship which he olfers 
to his idols - the Constitution and individual rights. 
His religion is the future of the Republic, whose image, 
sublime and colossal, is ever before him, covered with 
the mande of its past glory. Never was there a genera
tion so enterprising, so gifted with reasoning and de
ductive powers, and so wanting in practical common 
sense. A Unitario will 1I0t believe in the evident 
success of his enemies. He has such t¡¡ith in the great
ness of his cause, that neither exile, nor povel'ty, nor 
lapse of years can weaken his enthusiasm; and in 
calmness of mind and in energy of soul he is infinitely 
superior to the present generation. These men also 
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excel us in ceremonious politeness alld refinemellt of 
manner; for conventionalities are more and more dis
regarded among us as democracy progresses, and it is 
now difficult to realize the culture and rennement of 
society in Buenos Ayres before 1828. Europeans who 
went there found themselves, as it were, still in Europe, 
in the saloons of París; nothing was wanting, not even 
tbe insolence of the Parisian élegant, which was well 
imitated by tlle same class of young men in Buenos 
Ayres. 

1 have been particular in mentioning tbese little 
tllings in order to give an idea of the period when the 
Republic was in the process of formation, and of its 
different elements struggling for precedence. On one 
side Cordova, Spanish in education, in literature, and 
in . religion, conservative and strongly opposed to aH 
innovations; and on the other, Buenos Ayres, revolu
tionary by natlll'e, ready fór any change and progress. 

These were the types of tbe two pariíes that divided 
every city; and 1 doubt if there is another such phe
nomenon in America ; _that is, two parties, conserva
tive and ·revolutionary, retrograde and progressive, 
each represented by a city having its own peculial' 
form of civilization, and receiving opinions from entirely 
different sources: Cordova, from Spain, the Councils, 
the Commentators, the Digest; Buenos Ayres, from 
Bentham, Rousseau, Montesquieu, and French litera
ture in general 

To these elcments of antagonism mnst be added 
another not less important, namely, 'the want of any 
nati0l11t1 bond after the .provinces became independent 
of Spain, When government authority is removed 
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from one centre to another, time is necessary for its 
6rm establishment. 

The "Republican " recently declared that " govern
ment is no more than a compact between the governors 
and the governed." Evidently there are still many 
Unitarios among us! Government is in reality jounded 
upon the unpremeditated consent which lt nation gives to 
a permanent jacto Where there is deliberation, there 
is no authority. This transition state is called a con
federation. Out of each revolution and consequent 
change of government, difierent nations derive their 
ideas and ruodes of confederation. 

1 will explain myself. When Ferdinand VII. was 
driven from Spain, government- that permanent jact 
- ceased to exist; and Spain was formed into provin
cial assemblies which denied the authority of those who 
governed in the name of the king.· This was the 
Spanish Gonjederation. When the news reached 
America, the South American provinces revoIted from 
Spain, and being divided into sect~óns, fonned the 
South American G07Ijederation. From Buenos Ayres 
came at the end of tite con test, four states, - Bolivia, 
Paraguay, Banda Oriental, and the Argentine Repub
Iic; these formed the Gonjederation oj the Viceroyalty. 
Finally, the Argentine Republic was divided, not as 
formerly into disb'icts, but according to its cities, and 
so became a conjederation oj cilies. 

1t is not that the word confederation signifies sepa
ration, but that when separation has already taken 
place, it expresses the union of the different parts. The 
Argentine Republic was at this crisis social, and many 
persons of note in the cities believed that, for mere 
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convenience, or whenever an individual or a commu
nity felt no respect for tbe nominal governm'ent, a new 
confederation might be formed. Rere tben was anotber 
apple of discord in the Republic, and the two parties, 
after having been called "Royalists" and "Patriots," 
" Congresistas" and "Executivistas," "Conserva
tives," and "Liberals," now bore the names of " Fed
erales" and " Unitarios." 1 Pel'haps, to finish the list, 
1 should give the name bestowed upon the latter party 
by Don Juan Manuel Rosas, that is, "salva}es inmundos 
Unítarw8. " 

But the Argentine Republic is so sitllated geograph
¡cally, that it is destined to a consolidation, whatever
Rosas may say tothe contrary. 1t5 continuous plain .. 
its rivers confined to one outlet, and therefore to one 
port, force it inevitably to be "one and indivisible." 
Rivadavia, who well understood the necessities of the 
country, advised the provinces to unite under a common. 
constitution, and to make a nationalport of Buenos
Ayres. Aguero, his supporter in Congress, saicj; to the 
citizens of Buenos Ayres, "Let us voluntarily give to
the provinces what, so~ner 01' later, they will c1aim by 
force." The prophecy failed in one respect; tbe pro v
in ces did not c1aim the port of Buenos Ayres by force 
of arros, but by force of the barbarism wbich they sent 
upon her in Facundo and Rosas. Buenos Ayres feels 
all the effects of the barbarism, while the port has be en 
of no use to tne provinces. 

1 have be en obliged to explain all these antecedents 

1 Fulera/es, th08e wbo beld lo a eonfederalion of Ibe old provinees, or a 
DDion of l!ltates. Unuari08, those who advocated a consolidated central 
~ovemment. 
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in order to continue the life of Juan Facundo Quiroga; 
for, though it seems ridiculous to say it, Facundo was 
the ri"al of Rivadavia. Everything disconnected with 
these men was of little importance, and left no impres
sion. There were in the Republic two parties: one 
in Buenos Ayres, supported by the Liberals in the 
provinccs; the other originating in the provinces and 
supported by the provincial commanders who had ob
tained possession of cities. One of these powers was 
civilized, constitutional, European; the other barba
rous, arbitrar)', South American. 

These two parties }¡ad reached their full develop
ment, and only needed a word to begin the con test ; 
one, as the revolutionary party, was already called 
"Unitario," the opposite party assumed the name of 
" Federal," whhout well understanding it. 

But that barbarian party or power was scattered 
throughout the Republic, in the provinces, and in the 
Indian territories, and a strong arm was needed to 
establish it firmly in a compact form, and Quiroga 
offered his for the work. -

Though the Argentine gaucho has some qualities 
common to all shepherds, he has strong local attach
ments. Whether he belongs in Buenos Ayres, Santa 
Fé, COl-dova, or the Llanos, all his aspirations are con
fined to his own province; and he is an enemy or a 
stranger to aU the others. These provinces are like 
,different tri bes ready to make war upon one another. 
Lopez, as governor of Santa Fé, cared nothing for what 
was passing around him, except occasionally when 
-obliged to drive out troublesome intruders from his 
territory. But as these provinces had points of con-
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tact, nothing could prevent them from finalIy joining 
in a common interest, thus bringing about that consol
idation which they had so struggled against. 

As I ha\'e already said, Quiroga's wandering life in 
youth gave rise to his future ambition ; for, though a 
gaucho, he was troubled with no local attachment. He 
was born in Rioja, but educated in San Juan, and lived 
afterwards both in Mendoza and Buenos Ayres. He 
was acquainted with the whole Republic, and his am
bition bad no narrow limits. Master of" Rioja, be 
delighted to present himself clotbed with antbority in 
that town, where be had learned to read; in another 
city, which was the scene of bis boyish escapadas; and 
in another still, wbere he had distinguished himself by 
his prison exploit. If it was for bis interest to leave a 
province, he was not detained by his afFections; and, 
unlike Lopez or Ibarra, wbo only cared to defend their 
own possessions, he was fond of attacking bis neighbor's 
territory and taking it into his own bands. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

EXPERWENTS. 

How long are the days now ! tor to·morrow 1 wish to gnllop ten leagues over a 
fteld 80WD with corpses. - Skakupeare. 

THE polítical condition of the Republic was such as 
we have deacribed in 1825, when the governor of Bue
nos Ayres l invited the provinces to unite in a congress 
and assume the form of a general government. This 
idea was everywhere favorably received, either because 
every military commander expected to be made gover
nor of his own province, or beca use the glory of Bue
nos Ayres dazzled al! eyes. The governor of Buenos 
Ayres has been blamed for proposing this question, the 
solution of which was to be so unfortunate for himself 
and for the civilization of the countrY. 

Facundo, in behalf of La Rioja, eagerly accepted 
the invitation, perhaps on account of the sympathy 
which al! highly gifted minds have for good plans ! 

In 1825 the Republic prepared for the Brazilian 
war by calJing upon each province to raise a regiment 
for the army. Colonel Madrid went to Tucuman for 
this purpose, and impatient to obtain the reluctant 
recruits and other necessaries for his company, did not 
hesitate to set aside the slow authorities and to take 
things into his own hands in order to expedite the 

1 Rivadavia. 



COLONEL MADRID. 135 

necessary decrees. This act of subvenion placed tbe 
governor of Buenos Ayres in a very delicate position ; 
for tbere was already sorne dístrust among the govern
ments, arising from provincial jealonsies, and the com
ing of Colonel Madrid from Buenos Ayres, and bis 
interference with provincial authorities, were regarded 
as acts instigated by tbe govemor himself. 

To remoye tbis suspicion, Facundo was sent to Tu
cuman for tbe purpose of reestablishing the local 
authorities. Madrid explained to the goyemor the 
real motive - certainly a very insufficient one - w bich 
had actoated him, and professed sincere devotion to 
the cause. But it was too late, Facundo was already 
on his way, and he could only prepare to resist him. 
Madrid had at his disposal a company which was pass
ing through Salta; but not wishing to aggr&yate tbe 
charges already made against him, contented himself 
with fifty guns and as many swords; enough, as be 
thought, to meet the inyading force •. 

This Colonel Madrid belonged to a class of men 
essentially Argentine by birth and spirit. Aí the age 
of fourteen he began tofigbt the Spaniards, and the 
stories of his romantic valor are numerous and often 
incredihle. He was said to bave been in a bundred 
and fifty encounters, his sword always bearing marks 
of much service; the very smell of powder and neigh
ing of the hones so excited him, that cavalry, artillery, 
infantry, elerything that carne in his way, fen before 
his mad energy. Besides his love of fighting, he had 
the gift of the Argentine cantor" and animated his 
sol~iers with war-songs, 8uch as have alr~ady be en 
descrihed. Unfortul1ately, he was not a well-balanced 
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general, such as Napoleon liked; his bravery pr~dom
inated over the other qualities desirable in a general in 
the proportion of a hundred to one, - a fact weH 
proved by the event at Tucuman. Though able to call 
in a snfficient force, he persisted in giving battle with 
only a handful of men, accompanied by Colon el Dias
velez, who was not less brave than himself. Facundo 
had with hirn two hundred of infantry and his own 
Red Cavalry; Madrid had fifty-foot soldiers and a few 
squadrons of militia. At the beginning of the con test, 
Facundo and his cavalry were routed, and he himself 
did not retum to the field of battle until aH was overo 
Meanwhile the body uf infantry stood firrn; Madrid 
ordered his men to charge upon them, but not being 
obeyed, he actually rushed upon them alone. He was 
thrown from his horse, hut, recovering himself, charged 
about him, slaying on the right, on the left, and before 
him, until horse and horsernan fell pierced with balls 
and bayonets, and victory was decided in favor of the 
infantry. 

Facundo now carne back to recover his black flag 
which had been lost, and found his victory gained, and 
Madrid dead, actually dead. His equipments were 
there, - sword, horsf:), and all, - but his body could 
not be recognized arnong the stripped and rnutilated 
corpses that lay upon the field. Colonel Diasvelez, 
who was a prisoner, said that his ally had a bayonet 
wound in his leg, and no body was found with such a 
wound. 

Madrid had dragged hirnself under sorne bushes 
where llis aid found him raving deliriously abont the 
battle; and at the sound of approaching footsteps, he 
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cried, "1 do not surrender!" Never until then had 
Colonel Madrid surrendered. 

This was th8 famous fight at Tala, the fir5t exploit 
of Quiroga beyond the limits of his province. He had 
conquered "the bravest of the brave," and kept his 
sword as a trophy of the victory. WiIl he stop there ? 
But let us see the force which sustained itself against 
the colonel of the 13th regiment, who overthrew a 
government to equip his company. Facundo raised at 
Tala a flag which was not Argentine, but of his own 
invention; namely, a black ground with a skull and 
cross-bones in the centre. This was the flag which he 
had lost early in the engagement, and which he in
tended to recover, as he said to his routed soldiers, 
even at the mouth of hell. Terror, death, hell, were 
represented (In the banner and in the proclamations of 
this general of the Llanos. 

And there was still another revelation of the Arab
Tartar spirit of that power which was to destroy the 
cltIes. The Árgentine colors are b1ue and white; the 
clear sky of a fair day, and the bright light of the disk 
of the sun: .. peace and justice for all." In our hatred of 
tyranny and violence, we reject on our national flag war
like de vices. Two hands, as a sign of union, support 
the Phrygian cap of Liberty. "The United Cities <, 
says this symbol, " will sustain their aequired liberty." 
The sun begins to iIlumine the background of this 
de vice, while. the darkness {lf night is disappearing. 
The armies of the Republic, whieh were to spread over 
the whole country to enforce the coming of that 
promised light, wear a uniform of dark blue. But 
now, in the very heart of the Republic, the color red 
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appears on the national banners, in the dress of the 
soldiers, and in the cockade which every native Argen
tine must wear under pain of death. Let us look up 
the significance of the color red. I have before me a 
picture of all the national flags of the world. In civ
i1ized Europe there is but one in which this color 
prevails, notwithstanding the barbarie origin of its ban
ners. The red ones are: Algiers, a red flag with skull 
and cross-bones; Tunis, a red flag; Mongolia, the 
same; Turkey, a red flag with a crescent; Morocco; 
Japan, red with the exterminating knife; Siam has 
the same. 

I remember that travellers in the interior of Africa 
provide themselves with red cloth for the negro princes. 
"The king of 'Elve," say the brothers Lander, "wore 
a Spanish coat of red cloth and pantaloons uf the same 
color." 

1 remember that the presents sent by the govern
ment of Chili to the caciques of Aranco, were red 
cloaks and coats, because savages liked this color 
especially. 

The royal robes of the barbarian kings of Europe 
were always red. The royal edict of Genoa declared 
that the senators must wear a red toga, ando especiaIly 
in pronouncing judgment on criminals, that they 
might inspire the prisoners with terror. 

Until within the last century it was the custom in 
all the countries of Europe for the executioner to be 
dressed in red. The armies of Rosas wore a red uni
form; his likeness is stamped on a red ribbon. 

What remarkable connection is there between these 
facts? Is it chance that Algiers, Tunis, Japan, Turkey, 
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Siam, the Africans, the savages, the Roman N eros, the 
barbarian kings, the hangmen, and Rosas, should be 
c10thed in a color now proscribed by Christian and 
f)ivilized communities? No, it is because red is the 
symbol of violence, blood, and barbarismo If not, why 
this antagonism ? 

The Argentine revolution of independence was sym
bolized by two blue stripes and one white one; signi
fying, jusfice"peace, justice. 

The amendment made by Facundo and approved by 
Rosas, was a red band, signiIJing terror, Mood, barba
ri8m. 

In a1l ages this significance has be en given to the 
color purple 01' red; study the history of those nations 
who have hoisted this color, and you will always find 
a Rosas and a Facundo - terror, barbarism, and blood 
always prevailing. In Morocco, the emperor has the 
singular prerogative of killing criminals with his own 
hand. Each phase of civilization isexpressed in its 
garments, and every style of apparel is indicative of an 
entire system of ideas. Why do we wear beards at 
the present day ? Because of the researches recently 
made in medireval history; the 'direction given to 
romantic literature is reflected in the fashions of the 
day. And why are these constantly changing? Be
cause of the freedom of thought in Europe; let 
thought be stationary, enslaved, and the costume will 
remaiu unohanged. Thus in Asia, where men live 
under such governments as that of Rosas, the same 
style of dress has be en worn since .the time of Abra
hamo 

And still further; every form of civilization has had 
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its style of apparel, and every revolutioll of institutions 
has produced a change of costume. The Roman civil
ization had one style of dress; the Middle Ages an
other; the frock-coat was not wom in Europe until after 
the revival of letters. It is ever the most civilized na
tion that.imposes its fashions on the rest of the world. 
AH Christian nations now wear the coat, and when the 
Sultan of Turkey, Abdul-Medjid, desired to introduce 
European ('ivilization into his dominions, he laid aside 
the turban and caftan for the frock-coat, pantaloons, and 
cravat. 

The Argentine people know the violent opposition 
to civilized costume made by both Rosas and Facundo. 
One night, in the yeal" 1840, a couple of mazorqueros 1 

were dodging around the streets of Buenos Ayres in 
pursuit of aman who wore a coat, and at last he was 
seized by the throat, when he exclaimed, "1 am Simon 
Pereira!" " Pardon, sir," said the men, "but you 
expose yourself by wearing this coat." "That is just 
why 1 wear it; who else wears a coat? 1 do it to be 
known at a distance." 

This Simon was the purveyor and agent of Rosas. 
But to finish the illustration of the spirit of the civil 
war by its symbols, 1 must refer to the history of the 
" red ribbon " of quite extensive notoriety. 

In 1820, Rosas appeared in Buenos Ayres with his 
Colorados de las Conchas.2 Twenty years afterwards, 
he colored the whole city with red; houses, doors, 
paper-hangings, tapestry, etc.; but finaHy he con se
crated the color to official purposes, and made it a. test 
of loyalty to the sta te. 

1 Mawrquenll, agente oC Rosas, employed in cases of secret vengeance. 
2 A company of provincial militia, dre!!sed in red. 
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The history of the rea ribbon is rather singular. At 
flrst it was adopted only by party enthusiasts; then it 
was ordered that every one should wear it as a proof 
of unanimity of opinion. If there was no intentional 
disobedience, but in changing the dress the badge was 
forgotten, the poli ce came to the assistance of memory. 
Mazorqueros were stationed in all the streets, and par
ticularly at the doors of the churches, and when the 
ladies came out, slashes with a cowhide were distrib
uted without merey. There were yet stricter regula
tions. If the ribbon was carelessly tied: "Stripes! 
the fellow must be a Unitario." If the ribbon was 
too short: .. Stripes for the Unitario!" And if a 
man did not wear it at aH, he was put to death for con
tempt of the laws. The care of the governor for the 
public education did not stop here. It was not enough 
tobe a Federal amI to wear the red ribbon; the 
likeness of the ilIustrious Restaurador must be stamped 
upon it, with the motto, .. Death to the dirty savages, 
Unitarios," and it must be worn near the heart in token 
of deep love. It might be thought that the work of 
debasing a cultivated }!eople and destroying all per
sonal dignity, was now ended. But they were not yet 
sufficientIy disciplined. One morning a ridiculous 
figure painted on paper, with a streamer of red ribbon 
half a yard long, appeared at the comer of a street in 
Buenos Ayres. The flrst person who saw it rushed 
back, terrified, and gava the alarmo Immediately 
every O\le hflrried to the shops and soon appeared 
wearing half a yard of ribbon. A few dan after, a 
slight alteration in the ribbon or the páinted "figure was 
followe.J. by the same result. If any ladies happened 
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to forget the red knots prescribed for them instead of 
the ribbon, the police would most likely furnish them 
one gratis - of melted tar! Thus was uniformity of 
opinion secured, and not a person was to be found who 
was not a Federal, or did not imagine himself one. 
1t frequelJtly happened ,that sorne one coming out of 
his house found the end of the street swept, and in less 
than a half hour the whole sh·eet was swept, the im
pression having become general that there was a police 
order to that eflect. 

One day a grocer put out a small flag to attract 
customers; the example \Vas followed from house to 
house, from street to s~eet, until banners floated over 
the whole city; and the officials thought that sorne 
great news had come, unknown to them. And this 
was the people who once forced eleven thousand Eng
lish to surrender in the streets, and who afterward sent 
five armies against the Spaniards! 

The fact is, that terror is a mental disease wllich 
attacks a people like cholera, small-pox, or scarlet fever. 
Every one is liable to the contagion, and when the in
oculation has been going on for ten years, it is doubtful 
if even the vaccinated escape. Do not lau,gh then at 
the sight of so mllch degradation. Remember that you 
are Spaniards, and that the 1nquisition educated Spain ! 
We bear this disease in our blood. 

Let us now resume the thread of our history. Fa
cundo entered Tucuman in triumph, where he passed 
several days without committing any remarkable acts 
of violen ce, and without imposing taxes; for the con
stitutional course of Rivadavia had given the people an 
amount of knowledge which could not at once be ig-
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nored. :Facundo then retllrned to Rioja, inimical to 
the Presidency, thOllgh not knowing what motive to 
give fol' this opposition, for he could not have explained 
it to himself. 

" 1 am not a Federal," he always said, "1 am not 
such a fooJ." "Do you know," he said once, to Don 
Dalmacio Velez, "why 1 went to war? For this," 
showing, as he spoke, an ounce of gold. This was not 
true. 

At other times he said, "Carril, governor of San 
Juan, treated me very badly in paying no attention to 
my recommendation of Carita, and for this 1 put my
self in opposition to the Congress." This al so was 
false. His enemies said, that he owned many shares in 
the bank, and proposed to seU them to the national 
government for three hundred thousand dollars. Riva
davia rejected this proposition as a scandalous theft, 
and from that time Facundo enlisted among his ene
mies. This was true as a fact, but it was not his motive. 
It was believed that he yielded to the suggestions of 
Bustos and Ibarra in joining the opposition party; but 
there is a document whidl proves the contrary. In a 
letter whic.h he wrote in 1832 to General Madrid, he 
said, " When 1 was invited by those two low fellows, 
Bustos and Ibarra, 1 did not consider them capable of 
making a successful opposition to that despot, President 
Don Bernadino Rivadavia, and refused to join them; 
but ha.ving be en informed by Colonel Manuel del Cas
tillo, aide-de.camp of Bustos, that you were engaged. in 
this affair, and much interested in it, 1 did not hesitate 
a momcnt in deciding to join unconditionally; counting 
upon your sword alone for success. . What 
was my misfortune," etc. 
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So he considered it a fool's part to be a Federal! 
Was it necessary then to be as ignorant as a country 
commandant to know what form of government was 
most suitable for the Republic ? Was the least edu
cated mll.n most capable of judging of difficult polítical 
questions? Were sueh thinkers as Lopez, Ibarra, and 
Facundo, with their great historieal, social, geographi
cal, philosophical, and legal information to solve the 
problem of the proper organization for a state? Ah! 
let us lay aside the vain words that have deeeived so 
many. Facundo tumed against the government by 
whieh he was sent to Tucuman, for the same reason 
that he turned against Aldao who sent him to Rioja. 
He found himself with the power and the will for ac
tion; and, impelIed by a blind, vague instinet, he 
obeyed it. He was commander of a eompany, a 

gaucho-outlaw, an enemy of civil justice, of civil order, 
of educated men, of savans, of the frock-coat, in a word, 
of the city. He was ordained for the destruction of 
these by Providence, and must needs fulfill his mission. 

At this time a singular question arpse to complicate 
affairs. In Buenos Ayres, the seaport and residence of 
sixteen thousand foreigners, the govemor granted these 
foreigners liberty of conscience; and the higher clergy 
approved of and su~tained this law. Convents of dif
ferent orders had been already suppressed, and the 
priests provided foro In Buenos Ayres this matter 
gave no trouble, for all were agreed upon necessity of 
toleration. The question of liberty of conscience is in 
South America a question of political economy, for it 
implies European emigration and population. This 
was so fulIy rccognized in Buenos Ayres that even 
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Rosas did not dare to revoke the law of freedom; and 
that thing roust be impossible, indeed, which Rosas 
would not atteropt. 

In the provinces, however, this was a question of 
religion, of salvation, and of eternal damnation. Imag
ine how it \Vould be considered in Cordova! In Cor
dova, an inquisition was established. In San Juan, 
there \Vas a Oatholic insurrection, so calIed to distin
guish its party froro the Liberalistas, their enemies. 
This revolution having been suppressed in San Juan, 
they found one day that Facundo was at the gates of 
the city with a black Hag, bearing a red cross, and the 
deyice "RELIGION OR DEATH!" 

As the reader wi)] remember, 1 have quoted from a 
manuscript that Facundo never went to confession, nor 
heard roass, nor prayed; and that he himself said he 
believed in nothing. And yet party spirit led a cele
brated preacher to call him one 8mt by God, to induce 
many to folIow his banner. When the eyes of this 
same priest \Vere opened, and he withdrew from the 
wicked cl"usade which héhad preached, FaclUldo said 
he was only 50rry that he did not have him at hand to 
give him six hundred -liishes. 

On his arrival at San Juan, the chíef men of the 
city, the magistrates who had not Hed, and the priests 
grateful for this divine aid, went out to meet him, 
forming two long files in tbe streets. Facundo passed 
through without looking at them. They fblIowed at a 
distance, mw:tified, and exchanging glances in their 
common humiliation, nntil they reached a clover pas
ture, which this shepherd-general, this modern Mcso, 
chose.for his quarters, and preferred to the fine edifices 
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of the city. A negress, who had nursed him in his 
infancy, carne to see her boy Facundo. He seated her 
by his side and conversed affectionately with her, 
while the priests and dignitaries of the city stood un
accosted, the ehief not even deigning to dismiss them. 

The Catholics must have been somewhat doubtful 
of the importance and divinity of the aid which carne 
to them in such an unexpected formo A few davs 
after, learning that the Curé of the Conception w~ 
in favor of free worship, Facundo caused him to be 
arrested, thrown into prison, and sentenced to death. 
My Chilian readers must kno\\' that there were in San 
.Juan at this time, pri~sts, curés, and monks, who be
lieved in freedom of conscience, and belonged to the 
party of the President. Among others the presbyter 
Centeno, well-known in Santiago, together with six 
others, was very zealolls in the ecclesiastical reformo 
But something must be done in the cause of religion, to 
justify the de vice of the flag. With this laudable aim, 
Facundo wrote to a priest of his party, asking his ad
vice about the resolution he had formed to shoot all the 
city authorities for not having decreed the restitution 
of the secular revenues of the clergy. 

The good priest, who had not foreseen the con se
quences of arming crime in the name of God, felt some 
scruple about such a mode of reparation, and advised 
that the officials should be commanded to make the 
necessary decrees. 

Was there any real question of religio'n in the Argen
tine Republic? 1 shonld deny it utterly if 1 did not 
know that the more barbarous and irreligious a people 
is, the more Hable it is to prejudice and fanaticism. 
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But the masses did not move of their own accord, 
and it is plain that those who adopted this device, Fa
cundo, Lopez, Bustos, etc., were completely indiffer
ent. The religious wars of the fifteenth century in 
Europe were maintained on both sides by sincere 
believers; fanatical and devoted even to martyrdom, 
without political aims, and without ambition. The 
Puritans read the Bible at the moment of going into 
battle, prayed, and observed fasts and penances. The 
spirit of a part)" is evidently sincere, when after tri
umph it accomplishes all and even more than it prom
ised before the con test. When this result is wanting, 
there is a deception in terms. When the so-called 
Catholic party had triumphed in the Argentine Repub
lic, what did it do for religion or the ir.terests of the 
priesthood ? 

As far as 1 know, it only· drove out the Jesuits, 
beheaded four respectable priests in Santos Lugares, 
after having flayed their h~ads and hands, and carried 
in procession the host and the portrait of Rosas si de by 
side, under a canopy. Did the Liberal party ev:er com
mit such horrible profanations ? 

But enough of this: . While at San Juan, Facundo 
occupiedhis time in gambling; leaving to the author
ities the care of providing him with the sums necessary 
to defray the expenses incurred in the defense of re
ligion. All the time that he remained there he lived 
in a tent on the clover field, ostentatiously dressed in 
the chiripa, ~l;l intentional insult to a city where most 
of the inhabitants used English saddles, and where 
the harbarous dress and habits of tbe gauchos were 
especially disliked, San Juan being anexclusively 
agricultural promce. 
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One more campaign against General Maddd at 
Tucuman, completed the début of this new emir of 
shepherds. General Madrid had resumed the govern
ment oi' Tucuman, sustained by the whole province, 
and Facundo thought it his duty. to dislodge him. 
There was a new expedition, a new battle, and a new 
victory. 1 omit the details with the exception of one 
characteristic anecdote. Maddd had in the battle of 
Rincon one hundred and ten infantry; and when the 
combat ended, there were sixty dead, while of the 
remaining fifty all except one were wounded. On the 
following day Madrid declared himself again ready ter 
battle, but Quiroga sent one of his aides to sav that 
the action would begi~ by shooting the fifty pri;oners 
already kneeling to receive their fate. Madrid aban
doned all further attempt at resistance. 

In these three expeditions, in which Facundo tested 
his power, there was no unusual effusion of blood and 
but few outrages. It is true that in Tucuman he seized 
upon some flocks and hides, and imposed heavy taX$!s 
upon them, but as yet thert: was no cowhiding of the 
citizens, no outrages upon the womerl; there were the 
evils of conquest, but none of its horrors. The pas
toral system had not yet developed that brutality and 
entire absence of restraint which afterwards character
ized it. 

What part had the legitimate governor of Rioja 
in these expeditions? The government only existed 
nominaHy; aH the real power was in the hands of 
the .. Provincial Cornmander." Blanco resigned the 
office, overwhelmed with humiliations; and Aguero 
assumed the government. One day, however, Qui-
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roga rode up to his door and said to hiin, "Sir, I 
came to inform you tbat I have encamped with my 
escort two miles from here." It is hardly necessary to 
say that Aguero resigned. A new governor was now 
to be chosell, and at tlle petition of the people, Qui
roga condescended to nominate Galvan, who accepted 
tbe office, but was assaulted the same night by a troop 
of soldiers, and Hed. Quiroga enjoyed the adventure 
excessively. It is wen to mention that the assembly 
of representatives was composed of men who did not 
know how to read. 

Facundo needed money for his first expedition to 
Tucuman, and demanded of the treasUl'er of the bank 
eight thousand donars on account of his shares for 
which he had never paid~ In Tucuman, he demanded 
twenty-five tbousand donars to pay his soldiers, who 
received non e of it; and sorne time after sent a hill of 
eighteen tbotlsand dollars to Dorrego to pay the cost 
of the expedition made by order of. the governor of 
Buenos Ayres, Dorregodid not hesitate to satisfy so 
just a demand, This sum was shared with Moral, the 
governor of Rioja, WIlO had suggested the idea, Six 
years after, in Mendoza, he gave this same Moral se ven 
hundred lashes for his ingratitude. While Blanco 
was goyernor, there was a dispute about a game of 
cards, and Facundo, seizing his opposer by the hair, 
shook him until lIis neck was broken. The body was 
buried,.and. the man declared to have dierl a natural 
deatl~, 

'Vhen about to leave Tucuman, pe sent a party of 
soldiers to the house of one Sarate, who was shot at 
his o~vn door and left for his widow to bury ; the \'ictim 
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was aman of property and a peaceable citizen, but 
well known for his bravel'y and contempt of Quiroga. 
On his returo from the expedition, Facundo happened 
to meet with Gutierrez, ex-governor of Catamarca, 
whom he persuaded to go and live at Rioja. There 
they ~ere quite intimate for sorne time, but seeing 
Gutierrez surrounded one day by sorne gaucho friends, 
Facundo had him arrested and sentellced to death, to 
the terror of all Rioja, for Gutierrez was much re
sPt:cted, and had gained the affections of every one. 
The presbyter, Dr. Colina, and several other clergy
men of high standing, petitioned that the miserable man 
might at least have time to arrange his affairs and con
fess his sins. " I see," answered Facundo, "that he 
has many partisans here. Ho! there! Take these men 
to prison and let them be shot instead of Gutierrez." 
They attempted to flee, and two escaped; one lost his life, 
and the others were imprisoned; but Facundo laughed 
loudly when he heard the adventure, and ordered thero 
to be set at ¡iberty. Such scenes as this were frequent 
between the priests and their aid "8ent by God." 

In San Juan he had a negro dressed up as a priest, 
and made him walk through the streets. In Cordova, 
he refused to receive any one except Dr. Castro Bar
ros, with whom he had an account to arrange. In 
Mendoza, he walked to the place of execution by the 
side of a priest whom he had condemned to death; he 
did the same with the curé of AIguia and the prior of 
Tucuman. It is true that in these cases he did not go 
so far as to have the sentence actually executed, but 
it was a great terror alld humiliation to the clergy
men; yet in spite of all this, the old people and bigots 
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still offered prayers to heaven for the success of his 
arms. 

But the story of Gutierrez is not quite ended yet. 
Fifteen days later he received a sentence of exile, and 
an escort was to conduct him beyond the boundaries. 
The party having encamped for the night, a fire was 
made to cook supper, and while Gutierrez was stooping 
to blow the scarcely lighted sticks, the chief official 
struck him .on the head with a staff, amI blows from 
others folIowed, until his brains were literalIy knocked 
out. 

These were some of the events which took place in 
Facundo's first attempt at union in the Republic, for 
these were but attempts; the time had not yet come 
for the alJiance of the pastoral powers by which the 
Republic was to be reorganized. Rosas was already 
famous in the province of Buenos Ayres, though he 
bore no titles as yet; nevertheless he was busy in his 
own cause. The constitution proposed by Congress 
was rejected wherever the provincial commanders had 
any influence. When the government deputy pre
sented himself in Sa_n_tiago del Estero, in his official 
dress, 1barra received him in shirt-sleeves amI chiripa. 
Rivadavia resigned the presidency because the prov
inces were opposed to him, -" but barbarism will soon 
be down upon us," he added, after his farewell. He 
díd \VelI to resigno Rivadavia's mission was to present 
before us the constitutionalism of Benjamin Constant 
with aH its °empty words, its deceptions, and absurdi. 
tieso Rivadavia did not know that when the civiliza
tion and liberty of a people are in quéstion, a ruler has 
great· responsibilities bpth to God and future genera-
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tions; and that there is neither charity nor compassion 
in abandoning a nation for thirty years to the devasta
tion of the first ruthless sword that offers. Communi
ties in tbeir infancy are like children who foresee 
nothing .and understand Dothing, and need men of 
knowledge and foresight to guide them. 



CHAPTER XI. 

CIVIL WAR. -TABLADA, A CITY. 

There is & fourlh elemeat comiDg; tbey ara the barbarians, ne'" bordes "ho 
come to tbrow tbemsel'l'eI upon the old lloelety witb complete treabness o{ ID&DDer8, 

lOul aud .pirit, aud ",ho han BB yet dODe DothiDg, but are ready to receive el'ery .. 
tbiDg witb tbe aptitude of the mOlt suave aud naiva igDorance. - CAnmilller. 

THE presidency had fallen amid the hissings and 
rejoicings of its enemies. Dorrego, the able leader 
of the opposition in Buenos Ayres, was the friend of 
the governors of the interior, who were his abettors 
and supporters in the Provincial Congress in which he 
was triumphant. Victory was no longer with the Re
public in its foreign warÍl; and, though its arms had 
met with no disasters in Brazil, the necessity for peace 
was everywhere felt. The opposition of the provincial 
leaders hall weakened the army by destroying regi
ments, 01" refusing to furnish recruits. An apparent 
tranquillity reigned in the interior, but the earth trem
bled; strange rumors were afloat. The newspapers 
of Buenos Ayres were filled with gloomy prophecies. 
Threats came alike from the government and the oppo
sition .. The administration of Dorrego began to show a 
want of strength, bet'ause the party of the city, called 
Federal, which had established it, had not the power to 
sustain itself with honor after the fall of the presidency. 
The' new administratipn, far from resolving any of the 
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questions which divided the Republic, showed, on the 
contrary, al! the weakness of Federalism. Dorrego 
was essentially Buenos Ayrean in his sympathies, and 
had little regard for the fate of the provinces. He had 
promised the provincial leaders and communities to do 
al! he could to favor the interests of the former and 
to insure the rights of the latter; but, having once 
obtained the government, he said to his irnmediate 
friends, "What is it to ns if the petty tyrants carry 
things with a high hand? What are the four thousand 
dollars' salary to Lopez, or the eighteen thousand to 
Quiroga, to us who control the seaport, and a custom
house that brings us in !l million and a half, which that 
stupid Rivadayia wished to convert into national rev
enue ?" Let us not forget that the motto of egotism is 
always "Each for himself." Dorrego and his party 
did not foresee that the provinces wouldcome sorne day 
to punish Buenos Ayres for having refused them its 
civilizing influence; and that, because of the indiffer
ence to their ignorance and barbarism, this very igno
rance and barbarism wouId penetrate into the streets of 
Buenos Ayres and take up its quarters even in the fort. 

But Dorrego might have seen it, if he or his party 
had had better eyes. Here were the provinces at the 
gates of the city, onIy waiting an occasion to invade it. 
From the time of the fall of the presidency the de
crees of the civil authorities conId not be enforced 
beyond the suburbs of the city. Dorrego had em
pIoyed, as an instrnment of opposition, this (lutside 
resistan ce ; and, when his party triumphed, he be
stowed upon his alIy beyond the walls the title of com
mander-in-chief of the provinces. What Iogic of the 
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sword is it that makes the rank of commandel'-in-chief 
of the provinces a necessary step in the elevation of a 
military leader ? Where this rank does not exist, as 
was then the case in Buenos Ayres, it is created ex
pressly; as if, before letting the wolf ioto the fold, it 
was necessary to expose him to general observation. 

Dorrego afterward found that the provincial com
mander, who had caused the presidency to totter, and 
had contributed so powerfully to overthrow it, was a 
lever perpetually applied to the government; and that 
when Rivadavia had fallen, and Dorrego was in his 
place, the lever still continued its action. Dorrego and 
Rosas were face to face, each watching and threatening 
the other. Dorrego'sfriends recall his favorite phrase, 
-" The gaucho-rogue! Let him be as troublesome as 
he pleases; and when he is least expecting it, 1 will 
shoot him." This was just what the Ocampos said 
when they first feIt Quiroga's heavy arm upon them. 

Indifferent to the people of the interior, not in high 
favor with the Federal party of the city, and already in 
antagonism with the provincial power which. he had 
called to his aid, Dorrego, who had obtained the 
government through pal'liamentary opposition, now 
tried to win the Unitarios, whom he had conquered; 
but parties have neither charity nol' foresight. The 
Unitarios laughed in their sleeves, and said among 
themselves, "He totters, let him fall." The Unitarios 
did not understand that with Dorrego would fall those 
who rnight· nave interposed between them and the 
provinces; 01' that the monster whom they feared was 
not seeking Dorrego, but the eity, the civil institutions, 
of which they themselves were the exponents. 
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Things \Vere in this condition when peace \Vas con
cluded with Brazil, and the first division of the army, 
commanded by Lavalle, \Vas disbanded. Dorrego 
knew \Vell the spirit of these veterans of the War of 
Independence, who, covered with wounds, and grown 
gray in the service, had obtained onl)' the rank of 
colon el s, majors, or captains; two or three, perhaps, 
becoming generals; while in the interior of the Re
public, without ever having passed the frontiers, were 
dozens of leaders, who, in four years, had be en raised 
from the rank of gaucho-outlaws to that of command
ers; from commanders to generals, and from genenils 
to .absolute masters of'provinces. Need we look for 
any other motive for the implacable hatred of the 
veterans for these men? What had they to anticipa te, 
now that the new order of things had taken from them 
the hope of entering the capital of Brazil as conquer
ors? 

On the 1st of December, two companies of regulars 
were drawn up in Victoria Square. Governor Dorrego 
had Red to the country, and the Unitarios filled the air 
with shouts of triumph. A few days afterward, seven 
hundred cuirassiers, commanded by gener.al officers, 
went out through Peru Street toward the pampas to 
meet several thousarid gauchos and Indians, together 
with a few soldiers, commanded by Don·ego. For a 
moment the field of Navarro was covered with the 
dead, and the following day an officer, no\V in the 
service of Chili, brought in Dorrego as prisoner. An 
bour later, the body of Don'ego lay pierced with 
balls. The officpr who had ordered his execution an
nounced it to the city in the following terms : -
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" 1 bave the bonor of informing the deputy-governor that Colo
nel Manuel Donego bas just be en shot by my order, in front of 
tbe regimenls which compose this division. Histol"y will judge 
impartially whetber Sellor Dorrego should have lived 01" died ; or 
whether in sacrificing him for the peace of a cil)', brought lO 
grief by him, 1 could have bad any otber motive ¡han tbat of the 
public good. Lel the people of Buenos Ayres be persuaded tbal 
the deatb of Colon el Dorrego is Ihe greatest sacrifice that 1 could 
make for tbem . 

.. 1 salute, Sellor, the ministcr witb all due consideration. 

"JUAN LAVALLE." 

W as Lavalle wrong? 1t is needless to add another 
affirmative in support of those who, after seeing the 
consequences, assumed the easy task of criticizing his 
motives. If an evil exists, it is in things 110t in persons. 
When Cresar was assassillated, he re-lived more terrible 
tban ever in Octavius. Lavalle did not then know 
that in killing the body he could not kilI the spirit; and 
that political personages take their character and ex
istence from the ideas, interests, and ends of the party 
they represento If LavalIe had shotRosas instead of 
Dorrego, perhaps he wonld have saved the wOl'ld from 
a great scandal, humanity from a great opprobrium, and 
the Rt:public from lñllch blood and many tears; but, 
even if Rosas had be en shot, the provinces would still 
have had representatives; and there would have been 
only the change of one historical picture for another. 
But what people pretend to ignore to-day, is, that-not
withstanding the purely personal responsibility of the 
deed, a~ farti Lavalle is concerned - the death of Dor
rego was a necessary consequence of the prevailillg 
ideas of the time; and that by this oot the soldier who 
was hrave enough to. defy history, only accomplished 
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the avowed wish of thE' citizens. What had interfered 
with the proclamation of the Constitution of 1826 but 
the hostility of Ibarra, Lopez, Bustos, Quiroga, Ortiz, 
and the Aldaos, each of whom ruled a province, and 
sorne of whom influenced the others? Now, what 
would appear so reasonable at that time, and to those 
men who reasoned a priori, as to get rid of what they 
considered the only obstacle to the desired organization 
of the Republic ? 

These political errors which belonged to the time 
rather than to the men, are yet worthy of considera
tion, for upon them depend the explanation of many 
social phenomena. LavaIle in shooting Dorrego, just 
as he \\"ould have shot Bustos, Lopez, Facundo, and 
others of thilt class, only fulfilled the requirements of 
his time and party. Even in 1834 there were still 
men in France who believed that if they could get rid 
of Louis Philippe, the French Republic would revive 
in an the greatness and glory of the past! Perhaps 
al so the death of Dorrego \Vas one of those fated events 
which form the nucleus of history, without which it 
would be incomplete and unmeaning. Civil \Var had 
been long threatening the Republic. Rivadavia had 
foreseen it with an its horrors; Facundo had uncon
sciously kept his hordes on the slopes of the Andes in 
waiting for this event; and Rosas' private life had 
been a ten years' preparation towards the same end. 
Dorrego was in the way of an parties: of the Unitarios, 
for they despised him; of the provincialleaders, for he 
had proved useless to them; and in that of Rosas, be
cause he was impatient of keeping under the shadow of 
the city parties, and eager to obtain the government, 
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or in other words, to become what he was not, and 
could never be, that is, a Federal, in the strict sense of 
the termo He represented the third social element, 
which from Artigas to Facundo had been eager to 
show itself without disguise, and to measure its strength 
with that of European civilization. If Dorrego had 
not died, it does not follow that the craving thirst of 
Facundo would have been quieted, or that Rosas would 
have failed to represent the provinces in the struggle 
which had begun long before 1820. No, Lavalle only 
lighted the match which was to fire the mine long ago 
prepared by both Unitarios and Federals. 

From this moment there was nothing for the timid 
but to stop their ears and shut their eyes. AH others 
everywhere rushed to arms ; the tread of horsemen was 
heard over the pampas, and the cannon's black mouth 
\Vas seen at the gates of the cities. 

We mus! now leave Buenos Ayres to see what is 
passing in the other provi!1ces. 1t must be mentioned, 
by the way, that Lopez, having been beaten in several 
encounters, sued in vain for reasonable terms of peace ; 
and that Rosas had serious thoughts of going over to 
the side of Brazil. LavaHe refused to share in any of 
the transactions, and was soon put down; here was the 
true Unitario disdain of the gaucho, and faith in the 
final triumph of the .. city." If Lavalle had adopted 
another line of conduct and kept the seaport in the 
hands of the citizens, might not the cruel Pampas Gov
ernment ha",e been prevented ? 

Facundo was in his elemento A campaign was about 
to begin ; expresses rushed to and &0 ;.the feudal system 
of in dependen te was to become a confederation of war. 
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Everything was put in requisition for the coming cam
paign, and it was fOllnd unnecessary to go to the banks 
of the La Plata for a good battle·field. General Paz, 
with eight hundl'ed vetel'ans, had gone to Cordova, 
fought and conquered Bustos, and taken possession of 
the city, which was but a step fi'om the Llanos, ami 
within reach of the cries from the "montoneras" of the 
Sierra Cordova. 

Facundo hastened his preparations; be longed for a 
personal encounter with a one-armed general ",ho could 
not rnanage a lance 01' flourish a sword. What could 
Paz hope for in au encounter with the conquel'or of 
Colonel Madrid? Facundo was to be joinedby Don 
Felix Aldao, a friar general from ~endoza, with a 
regirnent of trained auxiliaries equipped entirely in 
red; and 'without waiting for a force of seven hun
dred regulars from San Juan, he 8et out for Cordova 
with four thousand men, eager to measure arms with 
the cuirassiers of tbe second division and tbeir officers. 

The battle of Tablada is so weH known that details 
are unnecessary. 1t has be en brilliantly described in 
the " Revue des deux Mondes;" but there is one fact 
worth remembering. Facundo attacked. the city with 
al! his army, and was repulsed for a day and night by 
one hundred young clerks, thirty mechanics, and seven 
sick soldiers, from behind slight breastworks defended 
by only four pieces of artillery. And it was only when 
he announced his intention of buming tbe beautiful 
city, tbat they consented to surrender the place. Know
ing that Paz was approaching, he left bis infantry as 
useless, and went out to meet him witb a cavalry force 
at least thrée times as Iarge as tbe ar~y of bis oppo-
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nent; then came hard fighting, and the cavalry charged 
again and again, but in vain. That mass of horsemen, 
though surrounding the eight hundred veterans, were 
driven back evel"y moment, and compeHecl to return to 
the charge. The lance of Quiroga forcing back his 
own retreating men, caused as much terror in the rear 
of his army as the guns and swords of the enemy in 
front. But aH was in vain; it was like the raging 
billows of the sea beating against a rough, motionless 
rock; sometimes, indeed, it is engulfed by the angry 
wayes, but its black summit presently reappears firm 
and unshaken. Of the eight hundred auxiliaries only 
sixty survived, and of the six hundred red cayalry, not 
a third were living; the numerous other companies 
lost aH discipline, and fled in every direction. Facundo 
retreated to the city, and the next day lay with his 
guns and infantry like a tiger in ambush: but an was 
soon over, and fifi:een hundred dead bodies proved how 
obstinate the con test had been on both sides. 

The battles 01" Tablada and COl·dova were trials of 
strength between the provincial and city forces. under 
their great leaders, Facundo and Paz, worthy repre
sentatives of the two po\vers which were struggling for 
dominion 'in the Republic: Farundo, ignorant, barba
rous, for the greater part of his life an outlaw, and fa
mous only for his acts of desperation; brave to rash
ness, endowed with herculean strength, always upon 
his horse, which he managed skillfully through terror 
and viorenc~.knowing no other power than that of 
brute force, had no faith but in his horse, and depended 
for su cee ss upon bravery, the lance, .and the terrible 
charg~s of his cavalry. In an the Argentine Republic 

11 . 
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there \Vas not a more perfect specimen of the " gaucho 
malo." 

Paz,on the contrary, \Vas a true son of the city, and 
representative of the power of civilization. Lavalle, 
Madrid, and others like them, were native Argentines; 

. cavalry officers, as brilliant as Murat, perhaps, but the 
cuirass and epaulets could not hide the gaucho nature. 
But Paz was a European soldier, and only believed in 
braveryas subordinate to tactics, strategy, and disci
pline. He hardly knew how to ride, and having only 
one hand, could not use a lance. A very large army 
was unwieldy and troublesome to him; what he liked, 
was a small number oí soldiers thoroughly disciplined. 
A regiment of his training was sure to be perfect of its 
kind, and could he have selected his own battle-fields, 
the fate of the Republic would have been secure. He 
was in spirit a European soldier, even to the arms he 
used; he was an artillery officer, and therefore math
ematical and scientific. A battle wasa problem which 
he could solve by equations, and foretell the unknown 
quantity - that is, the victory. General Paz was not 
a genius, but an able officer, who employeu science 
where others made use of brute force; in a word, he 
was the representative of European civilization, which 
was in a fair way to die out in our country. Unfortu
nate General Paz! Honor be to thee in thy repeated 
disasters! With thee are the household gods of the 
Repnhlic! Destiny has not yet decided between thee 
and Rosas, between the cities and the pampas, be
tween the blue stripe and the red ribbon! Thou hast 
the only quality of mind that in the end conquers brute 
force, - the quality in whicb lay the power of the old 
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martyrs! Thou hast faith. Faith has saved thee, and 
in thee is the only hope of the Republic. 

There is certainly a destiny about this mano He 
alone, in the iII-advised revolution of the first of De
cember, was able to justify it by victory. Taken at 
last from the head of his army by the irresistible power 
of the gaucho, he was kept ten years in prison, Rosas, 
even, not daring to kill him, as if a guardian angel 
watched over his life. He escaped almost miracu
lously one storlllY night, and throllgh the rough waters 
of the La Plata, reached the eastern bank. Repulsed at 
one place, and disappointed at another, he at last 
obtained cornrnlind of the few rernaining forces of a 
province which had seen three armies successively 
destroyed. From such remnants he agaill gathered 
with much care and patience rneans of resistance, and 
when the arrnies of Rosas had triurnphed everywhere, 
and carried terror throughout the Republic, theone
arrned general called aloud from the marshes of Cagu
azu, "The Republic still lives!" ·Afterwards, de
spoiled of his laurels by those he had served, and igno
miniously taken frorn the head of his arrny, he sought 
refuge among his eneinies in Entre Rios, where the 
very elements seerned to protect hirn, and even the 
gauchos of the forest Montiel did not have it in their 
hearts to kili the one-armed rnan who harmed no one. 
At last he reached Montevideo, and learned that Ri
bera had been defeated, probably because he was not 
there to- tak~the enerny in his own snares. The whole 
city was in consternation, and hurried to the pOOl' 
lodging of the fugitive to beg for advice and comfort. 
"If ~ can only have twenty days, they will not take 
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the city," was the only answer, given, not with enthu
siasrn, but with mathematical certainty. Oribe gave 
Paz all he asked for, and three years have passed since 
that day of terror at Montevideo. When he had 
secured .the place well, and accustomed the garrison to 
fight daily as a matter of course, he went to Brazil and 
remained longer than was agreeable to his friends, and 
when Rosas was hoping to hear of hiro in the hands of 
the imperial police, he learned that he was at Cor
rientes training six thousand me~ ; that he had forroed 
al! alliance with Paraguay, and also that Brazil had 
invited France and England to take part in the con
test; so that the question between the provinces and 
the cities had 1I0W become a struggle between the 
one-arrned, scientific Paz and the gaucho barbarian 
Rosas; between the Pampas on one side and Para
guay, Urugua)", Brazil, England, and France on the 
other. 

It was especially to the honor of General Paz that 
even the enemies he had fought with neither hated nor 
feared hirn personally. The" Gaceta" of Rosas, so 
prodigal of its calumniations, never sllcceeded in abus
ing hirn thoroughly, a proof that he inspired his very 
detractors with respecto Many of the followers orRosas 
in their hearts adrnired Paz, and the old Federals never 
forgot that he had always protected thero from the fury 
oi" the old Unitarios. Who knows if Providence, which 
holds in its hand the fate of nations, has not preserved 
this man through many dangers to aid in the recon
struction of the Republic under laws which perrnit 
liberty without ¡icense, and do not need to be enforcecl 
by violence. Paz is a provincial by birth, a guarantee 
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that he would never sacrifice the provinces to Buenos 
Ayres and the port, as Rosas has done to obtain mill
ions while he impoverishes the people of the interior; 
just what the Federals had accused the Congress of 1826 
of wishing to do. 

The conquest of Tablada was the beginning of a 
new era for the city of Cordova, which, until then, 
according to the message of General Paz to the pro
vincial representatives, " had occupied the lowest place 
among the Argentine cities, constantIy opposing eH'ort 
towards the construction of a constitution for the 
nation, or for its own province, either under the rule 
of Federals or Unitarios." 

However, Cordova, like all the Argentine cities, con
tained its liberal eleinent, but kept under until then by 
an absolute and conservative government like that of 
Bustos. From the moment that Paz entered the .city, 
this element appeared openly, and showed how much it 
l!ad strengthened during Íline years of that Spanish 
government. 

1 llave before described Cordova as antagoilistic in 
spirit to Buenos Ayres.; there is one circumstance in 
favor of its future development. The inhabitants llave 
the greatest possible respect for learning, an effect pro
duced by the university of t\'\'o centuries standing. 
The love of learning presupposes a certain degree of 
ci,'ilization, so that notwithstanding the conservative 
nature and direction of the studies, there must be in 
Cordova' a la'-ge number in favor of progressive cul
ture and intelligence, This respect for learning ex
tends even to the lower c1asses of society, and this 
explaifis why the masses embraced the revolution with 
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an ardor which ten years have not abated, and which 
has furnished many victims for the vengeance of the 
Mazorqueros. 

Paz brought with him an interpreter who should 
explain his ideas and objects to the common people -
Barcala, the negro colonel, ",ho had so gloriously dis
tinguished himself in Brazil, and was on an equality 
with the chief officers of the army: Barcala the freed
man, who had devoted himself to the task of interest
ing the working classes in a revolution which regarded 
rieither color nor class in rewarding true merito This 
Barcala \Vas, as far as possible, to make the change of 
ideas and aims popular among the citizens; and he 
succeeded beyond the most sanguine expectations. 
The middle classes of Cordova were from that time in 
favor of civil order and progressive civilization. 

The young men of Cordova were distinguished in 
the war for their disinterested devotion to the cause; 
many fell on the field of battle, or under the knife of 
the assassin, and still more were condemned to the 
pains of exile. In the battles of San Juan, the bodies 
of Cordovian "doctors" lay piled in the streets, ob
structing the artillery that they were carrying against 
the enemy. 

On the other hand, the clergy, who had encouraged 
the opposition to Congress and the constitution, had 
had time to measure the abvss to which civilization 
\Vould be brought by such defenders of the faith as 
Facundo, Lopez, etc., and did not hesita te to declare 
in favor of General Paz. 

Thus the .. doctors " and young men, the clergy as 
welI as the masses, were now of one opinion, and ready 
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to uphold the principIes implied in the new order of 
things; and Paz could at once begin to reorganize the 
province and to establish friendly relations with others. 
A treaty was confirmed with Lopez of Santa Fé, who 
was induced, by Don Domingo de Oro 1 to join Paz.2 

Salta and Tucuman had already submitted, and only 
the western provinces remained hostile. 

1 Domingo de Oro w •• a noble patriol, who opposed Rosas al Ihe cosl 
of everything tbat m.kes Jire de .... 

2 GeneTal Paz, I.te Vice-Presidenl oC Ihe ATgentine Republic, died of 
cholera within this year. 



CHAPTER X. 

CIVIL WAR. 

WHAT has become of Facundo in tlle mean time? 
At Tablada he had lost everything, - arms, officers, 
men, reputation;, everything except rage and valor. 
Moral, governor of Rioja, taken aback by the news 
of this unlooked-for• disaster, availed himself of a 
slight excuse for leaving the city, and from Sañogasta 
sent Quiroga 'a despatch offering him what assistance 
the province could afford. Before the expedition the 
friendship between this nominal governor and the all
powerful commander had somewhat cooled. Quiroga 
thought he had not had the full number of armed men 
that he considered due him from the result of the· 
census, in addition to the troops already in the 
province, and which had come from Tucuman, San 
Juan, Catamarca, etc. And another ,circumstance 
strengthened the suspicions with which Qlliroga re
garded the governor. Sañogasta was the manorial 
residence of the Dorias Davilas, the enemies of the 
commander; and the governor, foreseeing what tbe 
suspicions of Facundo would deduce ti'om the date of 
the despatch, dated it froID Uanchin, a place about 
four leagues distant. But Quiroga knew that Moral 
was in Sañogasta, and all his doubts were confirmed. 
Fontanel alld Barcena; two of Facundo's odious in-
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struments, W'ere sent out with a party to scour the 
country for the purpose of impressing as many men 
as they could find, but the inhabitants took care to 
escape, so that they were not very successful in their 
day's hunt, and returned with only eleven persons 
who \Vere shot upon the ~pot. Don Inocencio Moral, 
an uncle of the governor, with his two sons, one 
o~ly fourteen years of age, were among the victims 
of that day. There was also among them a Don 
Mariano Pasos, who had once before incurred t1'e 
anger of. Quiroga. When he was starting on one of 
his previous expeditions, this man, seeing the disor
derly troops, had said to a fellow-merchant, "'Vhat 
men for fighting!" Quiroga hearing it, had the two 
criticizers brought before him; one was tied to a post 
and received two hundred lashes, while the other stood 
by. awaiting his share. The latter, however, was 
spared when his tum carne, and afterwanls became 
the gowrnor of Rioja and·a great friend of Quiroga. 

Meanwhile, Governor Moral, knowing what he 
might expect, Bed fronithe province, but .he \Vas 
eventually caught, and received seven hundred lashes 
for his ingratitude, fo~ -it \Vas he who had shared the 
eighteen thousand dollars extorted from Don'ego. 

That Barcena before mentioned was ordered to 
assassinate the commissioner of the English mining 
company; and I heard from himself the details of this 
atrocious murder, which he committed in his own 
house, d·esiri,.~ his wife and children to stand out of 
the way of the balls and sword-cuts. 

Barcena accompanied Oribe in his expedition to Cor
dova ;0 and during a bal! given in honor of the triumph 
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over LaYl\lle, threw the bloody heads of three young 
men into the hall wherc their families were dancing. 
This Barcena was the leader of the band of Mazorque
ros which went with the army sent to Cordova in per
secution of Lavalle, a regularly organized band, each 
Mazorquero wearing at his si de a knife with a blade 
curved like a small cimeter, which was invented by 
Rosas himself for the purpose of beheading men de x
terously. 

"\Vhat motive could Quiroga have had for these atro
cities? He is said to have told Oro at Mendoza that his 
only object was to inspire terror. And again, during 
the continual assassinations of wretched peasants, on 
his way to the head-quarters ;"t Atilea, one of the Vil
Iafañes said to him in a tone of fear and compassion, 
"Is it not enough, General? " "Don't be a fool," 
Quiroga answered; "how el se can 1 establish my 
power!" This was bis one method, - terror with tbe 
citizen, that he might fly and Ieaye his fortune; terror 
with the gaucho, to make him support a cause in which 
he had no personal interest. With bim terror took the 
place of administrative power, enthusiasm, tactics, 
everything. And it ('annot be denied that terror, as a 
means of government, produces much larger results 
tban patriotism or liberty. Russia has made use of it 
from the time of 1 van, and has conquered the most 
barbarous nations; the bandits of the forest obey the 
chief, wielding this power which controls the fiercest 
natures. It is true that it degrades men, impoverishes 
them, and takes from themall elasticity of mind, but 
it extorts more from a state in one day thal1 it would 
have givcn in ten years; and what does the rest matter 
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to the Czar of Russia, the bandit chief, or the Argen
tine commander? 

Facundo ordered al1 the inhabitants of Rioja to emi
grate to the Llanos under pain of death, and the order 
was litt'ral1y obeyed. It is hard to find a motive for 
this useless emigration. Quiroga was not apt to fear, 
yet he might have feared at the moment; for the Uni
tarios were raising an army in Mendoza to take pos
session of the government; Tucuman and Salta were 
on the north; and on the east, Cordova, Tablada, and 
General Paz; he was, tllerefore, pretty well sur
rounded, and a general hunt might very well have 
brought the Tiger of the Llanos at bayo These terror
ists do have their moments of fear: Rosas cried like 
a child when he heard of the rebellion at Chascomus, 
and eleven huge trunks were packed with his effects 
ready to fly an hour before news carne of the victory 
of Alvarez. But woe to the people when such mo
ments have passed! Then follow Septe:mber ma88acres, 
and pyramids of human heads arise in the squares ! 

Notwithstanding the order of Facundo, tW(), persons 
remaint'd in Rioja -.a]onng girl and a priest. The 
story of, Severa Villafañe is a pitiful romance; a fairy 
tale in which the loyeliest princess is a wandering fugi
tive, sometimes disguised as a shepherdess, sometimes 
begging a morsel of bread, or for protection from a 
frightful giant, - a cruel Bluebeard. Seyera had the 
misforlune to excite the lust of tbe tyrant, and made 
superhumal1 -efforts to escape his persecution. It was 
not only virtue resisting seduction, but the llnconquer
able repllgnance of a delicate woman'who detests those 
coarst> types of brute ,force. A beautiful woman will 
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sometimes barter something of her honor fol' something 
of the glory wbich surrounds a celebrated man ; not 
fol' the glory which depends on the debasement of 
others for its brilliancy, but the glol'Y whieh "'as the 
cause of Madame de Mailltenon's frailty, or the literary 
glory to which Madame Roland and other such women 
are said to have sacrificed their reputations. For 
whole years Severa resisted. At one time she carne 
near being poisoned by her tiger; at another, Quiroga, 
in a fit of desperation, tried to poi son himself with 
opium. Once she escaped with difficulty from the 
hands of sorne of his creatures, and again she was sur
prised by Quiroga iu her own court-yard, where he 
seized her by the arm, beat her with his fist until she 
was covered with blood, then threw her upon the 
ground and kicked in her skull ",ith the heel of his 
boot. And was there no one to protect this pOOl' girl, 
no relative5, no friends! One might well think 50; 
yet she belonged to the first families of Rioja; Gen
eral Villafañe was her unele, she had brothers ",ho 
witnessed the outrages; and there was a curé who 
shut the doors against her when she sought a refuge in 
the sanctuary. Finally, Severa fied to Catamarca and 
",ent into a convent; two years afterwards, when 
Facundo ",as passing thl'ough that place, he forced his 
way into the convent, and ordered the nuns into his 
presence; at the sight of him one nun uttered a cry 
and feIl senseless upon the fioor - it was Severa. 

But we must return to the encampment at Atiles, 
where an army \Vas preparing for the purpose of recov
ering the reputation lost at Tablada. Two Unitarios 
of San Juan had fallen ¡nto the hands of the tyrant: 
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a young Chilian by the name of Castro y Calvo, and 
Alexandro Carril. Quil'oga asked the latter how 
much he ",ould give for his life. 

"Twenty-five thousand dollars," he answered, tremb
ling. 

"And you, sir," asked Quiroga, of the other, "how 
much will you give ? " 

"1 can only give four thousand," said Castro. "1 
am only a merchant amI ha\'e no property." 

They sent to San Juan for the money, and behold 
thirty thousand dollars colIected for the war at a very 
smaIl costo While waiting for the money, Facundo 
lodged them under a carob-tree, and employed them 
in making cartridges, paying them two reals a day for 
their work. 

The governor of San Juan, hearing of the efforts 
made by tbe family of Carril to collect this ransom, 
took advantage of the knowledge. As governor of the 
city he could not exactIy sboot his own citizens, though 
an independent Federal, and neither did he bave the 
power to extort money from the Unitarios . .But he 
ordered all the political prisoners in the gaols to be 
sent to the camp at -Atiles to join tbe army. The 
mothers ~nd \Vives understood what fate they were to 
expect, and first one, and then another and another, 
succeeded in scraping together the sums necessary to 
keep back their sons and husbands from the den of the 
Tiger, Thus Quiroga governed in San Juan merely 
by the terro&of his name. 

When the brothers Aldao \Vere all powerful in Men- • 
doza, and had noi left in Rioja one man, old or young, 
marri~d or single, who was able to carry arms, Facundo 
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transported his head-quarters to San Juan, where there 
were still many wealthy Unitarios. There he soon 
ordered six hundred Jashes to a citizen noted for his 
influence, taJent, and weaIth, amI walked himself by 
the sida of the cart which carried his expiring victim 
through the streets; for Facundo was very careful 
about this part of his administration; and not at an 
like Rosas, who, from his private room where he \Vas 
taking his maté, sent Mazorqueros to execute the atroci
ties alterward charged upon the federal enthllsíasm of 
tlle people. Not thinking this exampJe sufficient, Fa
cundo seized upon an old man, whom he accused - or 
scarceJy troubled himself to accuse - of having served 
as a guide to sorne fugitives, and had him shot without 
permitting him to speak a word; for this heaven-sent 
defender of the faith cared very littIe whether his vic
tims confessed or noto 

Publíc opínion being thus prepared, there were no 
sacrifices the city of San Juan was not ready to make 
foI' the defense of 'the Confederation; contributions 
were given in without remonstrance, and a'rms ap
peared as if by magic. The Aldaos triumphed in the 
incapacity of the Unitarios to violate the treaty of Pilar, 
and then Quiroga left for Mendoza. There no addi
tional terror was needed, for the daily executions 
ordered by the monk Aldao had paralyzed the city; but 
Facundo thought it necessary to justity the terror car
riedeverywhere by his name. Sorne young men of 
San Juan had been made prisoners, and these, at least, 
belonged to him. He asked one of them how many 
guns he could furnish by the end of four days; the 
young man answered that if he might have time to 
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send to Chili for them, he would do all he could. 
Quiroga repeated, " How many can you furnish now? " 

" None," was the answer; and the next moment his 
body was taken away to be buried, six others soon fol
lowing. The same question was put oralIy or in 
writing to the prisoners fl'om Mendoza, and the answers 
were more or less satisfactory. Among these was a 
General Alvarado, who was brought before Facundo. 

"Sit down, General," he 'said. " How soon can you 
deliver six thousand dolIars for your ransom ?" 

" Sir, 1 cannot bring it at aH; 1 have no money." 
" But you have friends who would not let you be 

shot," said Quiroga. 
" N o, sir; 1 have none. 1 was onlf passing through 

the province when 1 was induced by the public wish to 
take charge of the government." 

"\Vhel'e would you like to go?" continued Qui-
roga, after a moment of silence. 

" \Vherever you may order, sir." 
" "What do you think of San Juan?" 
"Just as you please, sir.;' 
" How much mone! ~o you need ? " 
"None, 1 thank you, sir." 
Facundo went to a desk and opening a bag of gold, 

said, " Take what you need, GeneraL" 
" Thal1ks, sir, nothing.'" 
An hour later the carriage of General Alvarado was 

at his door with his baggage in it, and also General 
Villafañe, wbo conducted him to San Juan, and on his 
arrival there, gave him a hundred ounces of gold from 
General Quiroga, begging him not to refuse it. 

This would seem to pl'ove that Quiroga's heart was 
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not entirely dead to noble impressions. Alvarado was 
an old soldier, a grave and prudent general, who had 
given him no trouble. He afterward said or him, -
" That Alvarado is a good soldier, but he doesn't un
derstand our warfare." 

At San Juan they brought before him a Frenchmall 
named Barreau, \Vho had written about him as ollly a 
Frenchman can write. Facundo asked him if he was 
the author of the abusive articles, and was answered in 
the affirmative. 

"Then what do you expect? " 
" Death, sir;" said the man; but Quiroga threw him 

a purse, saying, "TJ¡ere, take that, ami go somewhere 
else to be hung." 

At Tucuman, Quiroga one day lay stretched on a 
bench, when an Andalusian came up and asked for the 
General. 

"He is in there," said Quiroga; "",hat do you 
want with him?" 

"1 have come to pay the four hundred dollars' con
tribution he has charged upon me, - tIJe feHow gets 
bis living easy." 

" Do you know the General, friend ?" 
"No, and 1 don't \Vant to know him, the rogue!" 
"Come in and take a drink," said Qui~oga, but at 

that moment an aide carne up, and began: "Gen
eral--." 

" General!" cried the man, opening his eyes, " so 
you are the General! Ah, General," he contin
ued, faHing on his knees, "1 aro a poor devil, - you 
wouldn't be the ruin of me, - the money is aH ready, 
General, - come, don't be angry, now ! " 
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Facundo burst into a loud laugh, told the man to 
make himself easy, and giving him baek the contribu
tion, only took two hundred of it as a loan, which he 
afterwards faithfully repaid. Two years after this, a 
paralyzed beggar called out to him in the streets of 
Buenos Ayres, -

" Good-bye, General, 1 am the Andalusian of Tucu
man, and l'm paralyzed." Facundo gave him six 
dollars. 

These things prove the theory, which the modern 
drama has exhibited with so much brilliancy, namely, 
that in the darkest characters of history there wiII 
always be found a ray of light, however totally it 
seems sometimes to vanish. 

But let us resume the course of public events. After 
the solemn inauguration of terror in Mendoza, Facundo 
retired to Retamo, whither the Aldao brothers had car
ried a contriblltion of a hundred thousand dollarsex
torted fron! the Unitarios .. There they gambled day 
and night, playing for enormous stakes" until Facundo 
had won the hundred thousand dolIars. 

Ayear passed in prejlarations for the war, and at 
the end of1830 a new and formidable army, composed 
of divisions recruitecl in Rioja, San Juan, Mendoza, ancl 
San Luis, marched against COl"dova. General Paz, 
desirous of avoiding bloodshed, though sure of winning 
new lallrels should an engagement take place, sent 
Major Pawnero, an officer of prudence, energy, and. 
sagacity, to m~et Quiroga with proposals of pea ce, and 
even of alliance. 1t might be thought that Quiroga 
would be disposed to accept any reasOnable opportu
nity fofo adjustment; but, the intervention of the Bue-

12 
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nos Ayres cornmission, which had no other object than 
to prevent any adjustment, and his own pride and pre
sumption on finding himself at the head of a more pow
erful and beUer disciplined army thao the first, made 
him !"eject the peace proposals of the more modest 
General Paz. Facundo had this time arranged some
thing like a plan for the campaign. Communications 
established io the Sierra de Cordova had excited the 
pastoral poplllation to rebellion ; General Villafañe ap
proached on the oorth 'with the division from Cata
marca, while Facundo carne up from the south. It was 
not very difficult for General Paz to see through the 
designs of Quiroga, and to disappoint them. One night 
the arrny disappeared from the imrnediate oeighborhood 
01' Cordova, no one knew where; it had been seen by 
many persons, but in different places at the same time. 
If there has ever been in America" anything like the 
complicated strategy of Bonaparte's campaigos in Italy, 
it was when Paz made forty companies cross the Sierra 
de Cordova and take a positioh where they would 
inevitably intercept all fugitives from a regular Lattle. 
The Montonera, paralyzed, surrouoded 00 all sides, fell 
ioto the net which had beeo spread for it. It is oot 
necessary to give the particulars of that memorable 
battle. General" Paz, in his despatch, gave the num
ber of his loss as seventy, for appearance sake, but in 
fact, he had only lost twelve men io a con test with 
.eight thousand ~en, and twenty pieces of artillery. A 
simple maneuvre had defeated the valiant Quiroga; 
and the arroy which had cost so many tears and hor
rors of all kinds, only served to show Facundo's bad 
management, and to give to Paz several thousaod use-
less prisoners. . 



CHAPTER XI. 

SOCIAL WAR. 

11 A horse, & horee! my klDgdom lor a horae.)I- S~ktsptart. 

CHACON. 

FACUNDO, the gaucho outla W of the Llanos, did not 
return to the country this time, but went directly to 
Buenos Ayres, and it was this llnexpected step tbat 
prevented him from falling into the hands of his pur
suers. He saw that he could do nothing more in the 
provinces, and for this once he could not even stop to 
~arass the peasantry on his way, for his conquerors 
were ready to come to their defense from all directions. 

Important advantages were secured by this battle of 
Oncativo or Laguna Larga. Cordova, Mendoza, San 
Juan, San Luis, La Rioja, Catamarca, Tucuman, oSalta, 
and Jujui, were nolV fr~e from the rule of the country 
com.:nandants. The unity of the Republic, which Riva
davia bad hoped to bring about through parliamentary 
mean s, seemed now about to be effected by means of 
arms, at least in this portion of it; and General paz 
called a congress of deputies from these provinces to 
consider what form of constitution would be desirable. 
Lavalle had bt!en less fortunate in Buenos Ayres, and 
Rosas, who was destined to play such a terrible part 
in Argentine history, had already beg'lln to influence 
public affairs, and to ru1~ the city. The Republic was 
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now, therefore, divided into two parts: one in the in
terior, which desired Buenos Ayres for the capital of 
the union; the other in Buenos Ayres, which made a 
pretense of not wishing this city to be the capital, that 
it might separate itself from European civilization and 
civil order. 

Another fact had been disclosed by this battle, 
namely, that the Montonera had lost its primitive 
strength, and that civilized armies could compete with 
it successfully. It is a significant fact in Argentine 
history, that, as time passes, the pastoral bands lose 
their early vigor. Facundo \Vas already obliged to 
spur them on with .terror, and they were but a dull, 
disorderly set, opposed to troops disciplined and guided 
by rules of strategy and arto In Buenos Ayres, how
ever, the result \Vas different. Lavalle, notwithstand
ing his bravery, which had been sufficiently proved at 
Puente Marquez, and his large number of regular 
troops, yielded at the end of the campaign, shut up as 
he was in the city by thousands of gauchos collected 
by Rosas and Lopez. By a treaty which was to an 
purpose a capitulation, he gave up his authority, and 
Rosas entered Buenos Ayres. 1 believe that only 
through an unfortunate mistake of his, Lavalle lost the 
victory. He had been famous for the success of his 
cavalry charges; at the defeat of Toreta or Moquegua, 
1 do not remember which, Lavall,e made forty charges 
during the day to protect the retreating arrny, and 1 
doubt if the cavalry of Murat ever did as mucho But 
unfortunately, Lavalle, remembering in 1839 that the 
Montenera had conquered him in 1830, abandoned his 
military education and adopted the Montonera system. 
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He equipped four thousand horse, and wellt iuto the 
streets of Buenos Ayres at the same time that Rosas 
who had conquered him in 1830, gave up his cavalry, 
in spite of native instincts, and finished the campaign 
with infantry and artillery. They exchanged parts: 
the gaucho assumed the military uniform, and the 
soldier the poncho; the former triumphed, the latter 
died pierced by a ball from the Montonera. A hard 
lesson! If Lavalle had made the campaign of 1840 
according to military rules, we should now, un the 
banks of the Plata, be preparing fOl" steam navigation 
on the rivers, and distributing farms to European emi
grants. Paz was the first citizen general who triumphed 
over the pastoral or provincial element; because he 
brought to bear against it all the resources of European 
military art, directed by a mathematical head. 

The labors of Paz in Cordova had been to such pur
pose that after two years Facundo found it impossible 
to reestablish his influence in the provinces; it was 
only the civilized, the refined city of Buenos Ayres 
that offered an asylum for his barbarismo 

The journals of Cor~<!va at that time gave the Euro
pean news. the sessions of the French assembly; the 
Iikenesses of Casimir Perier, Lamartine, Chateaubri
and, served as models in the school of designo Sucll 
was the illterest of Cordova in European affairs. And 
at this very time the " Mercantile Gazette " was assum
ing the semi-barbarous tone that henceforth character-
ized the Argel'ltine press. 

Facundo Iled to Buenos Ayres, not without shooting 
two of his OWIl officers for trying tlJ maintaill order 
among his followers. ~e never belied his theory of 
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terror, - it was his talisman, his palladium. He would 
sacrifice everything rather than this weap~m. 

On arriving at the city, he presented himself at the 
court of Rosas; there he happened to meet General 
Guido, the most courteous and ceremonious of the 
generals who have made their way in the world by 
compliments in the antechamber; he offered one of his 
very best to Quiroga, who replied surlily, .. Am 1 a 
dog, for you to laugh at? You people here sent a nice 
set of doctors (Cnvia and Cernadas) to get me into 
trouble with General Paz. Paz beat me according to 
rule." He often regretted not ha ving listened fo the 
proposals of Major J'awnero. 

Facundo soon merged in the crowd of the great city, 
and was only occasionally heard of at the gaming-table. 
General Mancilla once threatened to throw a candle
stick at his head, saying, "Do you think you are still 
in the provinces ?" His gaucho dress at first attracted 
much attention-the poncho,and the long beard which 
he had sworn never to cut until he had wiped out the 
disgrace of the defeat at Tablada; hut after a little 
while he was scarcely noticed. 

A great expedition against Cordova was then in prep
aration, and six thousand roen from Buenos Ayres and 
Santa Fé had erilisted for the enterprise. Lopez was 
the commander-in-chief, with Balcarce, Enrique Mar
tinez, and other officers under him. Facundo under
took a desperate attack upon Rioja Ol" Mendoza. He 
received for the purpose two hundred criminals from 
the prisons, collecting in addition sixty men in the 
citv, and with this company began his marcho 

At Pavon, Rosas was collecting his red cavalry; 
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Lopez of Santa Fé was also there, and Facundo stopped 
to wait for the other leaders. Here, therefore, were 
the three famous provincial leaders met together on the 
pampas; Lopez, the pupil and successor of Artigas; 
Facundo, the barbarian of the interior; and Rosas, the 
bloodhound, who had been in training, but was now 
about to begin the hunt on his own account. The old 
cIassics would have compared them to the triumvirate 
Lepidus, Mark Anthony, and Octavius, who divided 
the empire among themselves, a comparison quite per
fect even in respect to the baseness and cruelty of the 
Argentine Octavius. The three leaders were 1I0W in 
their element, and refreshed themselves with a bit of 
true gaucho Jife ; scouring the pampas daily, and mak
ing trials of skiII in racing, lassoing horses, and fight
ing; in all of which Rosas was usuaIly victorious. He 
one day invited Lopez to llave a bout, but Lopez said, 
" No, comrade, you are too rough for me." An"d in 
fact he had left them pretty weIl covered with cuts and 
bruises. 

Quiroga crossed the pampas by the same road by 
which, twenty years befare, he had fled as an outlaw 
from Buenos Ayres. - At the city of Rio Qllarto he 
met with an obstinate resistance, was delayed three 
days by the marshes which served as a defense to the 
garrisoll, and was about to retreat when a traitor carne 
to him with the information that they had no more 
cartndges. Thanks to this timely revelation, Facundo 
too k the pIafe without difficulty. 

At Rio Quinto he had to contend with the brave 
Pringles, the veteran of the war of independence, who 
on one occasion, when he was met by the Spaniards 
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in a narrow pass, spurred his horse into the sea, with 
tbe cry, "Viva la Patria!" This same Pringles, whom 
the viceroy Pezuela bad loadeu with presents, and for 
whom San Martin had struck off the singular medal, 
"Honor to the vanquished of (Jhancai," was now to die 
by the hands of Quiroga's convicts. 

Excited by this i.mhoped-for triumph, Facundo ad
vanced upon San Luis, where little resistan ce was 
offered. Beyond this the road hranched off into three, 
and Quiroga considered whieh to take. The one to 
the right led to the Llanos, the theatre of his early 
deeds, the cradle of his power; in this direction there 
were no forces superior to his own, but neither had he 
any resoul'ces there· to fall baek upon. The middle 
road led to San Juan, where there were a thousand 
men in arms, hut unable to resist a eharge of eavalry 
with Quiroga's terrible lance at its head. Finally, the 
road to the left led to Mendoza, where the real forees 
were under command of General Videla Castillo. 
There was a battalion of eight hundred trained men, 
eommanded by Colon el Bareala; a squadron of eui
rassiers, under command of Lieutenant-Colonel Che
naut, and also sorne militia-men, and pickets of eui
rassiers of the Guard. Facundo had with him only 
three hundred undisciplined men, and was not in very 
good health himself. Which road should he take? He 
chose the road to Mendoza,.,- carne, saw, and ,eOD
quered. But how was t,his possible; was there eow
ardice or treachery? Neither. An unwise imitatioD 
of European strategy; an error in tacties in part, 
and in part an Argentine prejudiee, eaused the shame
fuI 10ss of tbis battle. Vide la Castillo knew that 



CASTILLO'S BLUNDERS. 185 

Quiroga was approaching, but did not believe, as no 
other general would have believed, that he would attack 
Mendoza; he therefore sent to the Lakes his veteran 
troops, who, with sorne other detachments from San 
Juan undel' the command of Major Castro, formed a 
force strong enough to resist an attack, and to force 
Quiroga to take the road to the Llanos. So far it was 
aIl right. But Quiroga did march upon Mendoza, and 
the whole army went out to meet him. In the place 
caIled Chacon there is an open fie:d in which the army 
left its rear guard; but soon after, hearing the firing 
of a company in retreat, General Castillo ordered the 
army to faIl back hastily, in order to occupy the level 
field of'Chacon. This was a double error; in the first 
place, because a retreat at the approach of a formidable 
enemy paralyzes inexperienced soldiers, who do not 
understand the cause of the movement; and secondly, 
because the rougher and more broken the ground, the 
better it would have been .for fighting Quiroga, who 
only had with him a smaIl body of infantry. What 
could he have done in sucha field against six hQndred 
infantry with a formidable battery of artillery in front? 
But unfortunately the . cifficers were aIl native Argen
tines, who were devoted to horses; for them there 
would be no glory except in a victory won by the 
sword, and therefore they thought an open field for 
cavalry charges was absolutely necessary; this is the 
mistake in Argentine strategy. 

The bauleo hegan, and a squadron of militia was 
ordered to charge, - another Argentine mistake is this 
of beginning the fight with a charge ot: cavalry, a mis
take which has lost to the Republic a hundred battles. 
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And in addition to this error there was a misapplica
tion of the European art of warfare. In Europe, 
where the masses of the troops are in column, and 
where the battle-field ineludes several towns or ham
lets, the picked troops are kept in reserve unti! needed. 
In South America, a pitched battle generally takes 
place in an open field, the troops are not numerous, 
and the heat of the contest lasts but a short time, so 
that it is always desirable to rush in at once with the 
best meno In the present case, a cavalry charge was 
the worst possible beginning, but if it must needs be, 
it should at least have been made by the best troop~, 
in order to rout at once the three hundred men who 
roade up both armyand reserve of the enemy. In
stead of this, the old routine was followed: ordering to 
the front a lai-ge number of awkward militia, each man 
afraid of wounding himself with his own lance, and 
when the order to charge was given, they stood stock 
still, then fell back, and being charged upon by the 
enemy, gave way and embarrassed the best troops be
hind. In a moment all was confusion, and the battIe 
lost; and Facundo passed on in triumph to Mendoza, 
without caring for the generals, infantry, and guns, 
which he left to his rear guardo Thiswas the result 
of the battle of Chacon, which left exposed the flank 
of the army of Cordova at the moment it was about 
to march upon Buenos Ayres. Quiroga's inconceiva
ble audacity was crowned with the most complete suc
cess. It was useless to try to dri,"e him from Menduza ; 
terror and the prestige of victory gave him means of 
resistance, while defeat had left his enemies discour
aged. He ,,"ould only have hastened to San Juan, 
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where arms and money were to be had, and com
meneed a useless and interminable war. Tha generals, 
therefore, went to Cordova, and the infantry and offi
cers of Mendoza carne to terms the next day. The 
Unitarios of San Juan emigrated to Coquimbo, to the 
number of two hundred, and Qlliroga remained in 
peaceful possession of Cuyo and Rioja. These two 
cities had never suffered froID all the evils Quiroga had 
hitherto brought upon them, as they did now from the 
interruption óf business caused by such a large emigra
tion of the wealthiest inhabitants. 

But 1 must especially remark upon the still greater 
harm done to the spirit of civilization. Considering 
the inland situation of Mendoza, it had been a highly 
civilized city. with a spirit of enterprise and progre ss 
greater than any city of the Republic; it was the Bar
celona of the interior. The spirit of progress had 
attained its height under the administration of Videla 
Castillo. Two forts had been built towards the ~outh 
with the double advantage of extending the bounda
ries of the province, and of securing it permanently 
from the savages. The swamps had been drain~d, the 
city ornamented, societies of agriculture, industry, 
mines, and of Pllblic education had been formed, and 
directed by intelligent, enthusiastic, and enterprising 
mpn; a manufactory of woollen and flax had been 
established which furnished c10thing for the troops, 
and an armory for the making of swords, cuirasses, 
lances, and b61yonets, with none of the work imported 
except some parts of the rannon. A French chemist, 
by the name of Charron, had put Up' a machine for 
rnould!ng bullets, and types for the printing-press, and 
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investigated the metals of the province. It is impos
sible to conceive of a more rapid development. These 
tbings would not have attracted so much attention in 
ChiJj or Buenos Ayres, but in an inland province with 
only the aid of native workmen, the progress was pro
digious, and in ten years it migbt have be en one of the 
most remarkable places in the country; but Facundo's 
army crushed this promising civilization, and the monk 
Aldao passed his plough over it and watered the earth 
witb blood for ten years. What could remain ? 

But the progress of ideas was not entirely stopped 
with the occupation of Quiroga; the members of the 
mining society, whó emigrated to Chili, there gave 
themselves up to tbe study of cbemistry, mineralogy, 
and metallurgy. Godoi Cruz, Correa, VilIanueva, 
Doncel, and many otbers, looked up all books treating 
of the subject, and made a large collection of different 
metals from all parts of South America; tbey also ex
amined tbe Chilian archives for information about tbe 
mines of Uspallata, and with much labor succeeded in 
establishing modes of operation by which these mines 
have become profitable, notwithstanding tbe scarcity 
of metal. From that time dates the new and pro/hable 
working of the mines of Mendoza. The Argentine
miners, not satisfied with these results, scattered them
selves throughout Chili, which afforded a rich field for 
the experiments of their science, and they have accom
plished much at Copiapo al1d other places by the intro
duction of new machinery ami tools. 

Godoi Cruz had another object in his researches: 
he endeavored, by introducing the culti.ation of the 
white mulberry, to solve the problem of the possible 
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future of San Juan and Mendoza, which depends upon 
the discovery of sorne production of great value, yet of 
smaH compass. Silk answers this condition, imposed 
upon these inland cities by their great distan ce from 
the seaports, and the high price of transportation. 
Godoi, not satisfied with publishing at Santiago a long 
and complete treatise on the cultivation of the mul
berry, and the care of the silkworm and cochineal, had 
it distributed through the provinces free of cost, kept 
the question of the mulberry constantly before the pub
lic for ten years, urging its cultivation, and setting forth 
its advantages, while he carried on a correspondence 
with Europe, learning the current prices, and sending 
over specimens of the silk he had himself obtained, thus 
discovering the failings or excellences in quality, and 
also the best methods of spinning. The results of 
this great, patriotic labor, were aH that he could hope 
for; now there are already sorne thousands of mul
berry-trees, and the silk gathered by the quintal was 
spun, twisted, dyed, and· sold in Buenos Ayres and 
Santiago, for the European market, at the rate of six 
01' seven do)]ars a pouñd; for the sil k of Mendoza 
was as glossy as that of the best quality in Spain 01' 

Italy. 
The old man finally retumed to his native place to 

rejoice in the sight of a whole city succeeding in a 
profitable change of employrnent, hoping that he might 
live to see a oo.ravan depart for Buenos Ayres, bearing 
the valuable production which made the wealth of 
China for so many years, and for precedence in which 
the m~nufactories of Lyons, Barcelona, Paris, and aH 
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Italy still dispute. J Mendoza preceded all Spanish 
America in developing this useful brandl of intlustry. 

Rave Facundo or Rosas ever done the least thing fOl" 
the public good, or been interested in any use fui object ? 
No. From them come nothing but blood and crimes. 
1 have given these details at length, because in the 
miJst of horrors such as 1 am obliged to describe, it is 
comforting to pause on the few progressive impulses 
which revive again and again after being apparently 
crushed by savage barbarians. Civilization will, how
ever feeble ¡ts present resistance, one day resume its 
place. There is a new world about to unfold itself, 
and it only awaits sóme fortunate general to put aside 
the iron he el which has so long crushed it. Besides, 
history should not be considered merely a tissue of 
crimes, and for this reason it is desirable to bring be
fore the mind of a subjugated people a remembran re of 
past epochs. If they desire for their posterity a better 
record than they themselves have, let them not hope 
for it because the cannibal of Buenos Ayres is just now 
tired of shedding blood, and permits exiles to retum 
to their homes. This fact is of no import in the prog
ress of a people. The great evil to be dreaded is a 
government which fears theinfluence of thoughtful 
and enlightened roen, and must either exile or kilI 
them. This evil results from a system which gives 
one man such absolute power that there can be no lib
erty of thought or action, no public spirit - the desire 
of self-preservation outweighing all interest for others. 

1 The final result did not justify thes. flattering expectations. The 
cultivation of silk died out in Mendoza for W&ot of encouragemeot. 
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Every one for himself, and the executioner fOl' all 
without discrimination, this is the résurné of the life 
and government of an enslaved people. 

Facundo, once more master of Mendoza, adopted his 
old methods of raising money and soldiers .. One even
ing bis agents were all over the city arresting the 
officers who had capitulatedat Chacon; for what pur
pose it was not known, but the officers felt no great 
fear, confiding as they did in the good faith of the 
treaty. Nevertheless, a number of priests were also 
brought in and ordered to bear the confessions of the 
officers, who were then placed in a line and shot, one 
after another, under the direction of Facundo; the ex
ecution lasting about an hour. He afterwards gave as 
an excuse for this horrible violation of faith, that the 
Unitarios had killed General Villafañe. There was 
sorne foundation for the charge, but the revenge was 
monstrous. At another time he said, .. Paz shot nine 
of my officers, but 1 have shot ninety-six of his." Paz, 
however, was not responsíble for that deed, which be 
deeply lamented, and which was also an act of retalia
tion. 

But the system of giving no quarter, so tenaciously 
followed by Rosas, and the constant violation of all 
customary forms, treaties, capitulations, etc., are the 
result of causes not depending on the personal charac
ter of the provincial leaders. Acknowledgment of 
individua:! ri~s which lessons the horrors of war, is 
the result of centuries of civilization, and was not to be 
expected among the semi-barbarians .of the pampas. 
The sa,vage kills his prisoner. and respects no compact 
when he has occasion to' violate it. 
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The death of Villafañe had happened in Chili, and 
had already been avenged "eye for eye, tooth for 
tooth," in accordance with the lex talionis. The per
petrator of this deed was a remarkable specimen of the 
c1ass üf men l have been endeavoring to describe, and 
is therefore worthy of mention. Among the San Juan 
emigrants who went to Coquimbo, there was a Major 
Navarro, from the anny of General Paz. This man, 
who carne of a distinguished family of San Juan, was 
srnall in size, with a thin, flexible body, and celebrated 
in the arrny for a rash courage. At the age of eighteen 
he mounted guard as lieutenant of militia on the night 
when (in 18:20) thé battalions of the first division of 
the arrny of the Andes revolted, and, forrning in four 
companies before the guard-house, ordered the city 
militia to surrender. Navarro alone remained in the 
guard-house, and defended the entrance; and then, 
holding one hand over three wounds in his thigh, cov
ering with the other arm five wounds in his breast, 
and blinded by the blood streaming from his head, 
made his way home, where he was six months recov
ering his strength; a cure altogether unhoped for and 
well-nigh miraculous. Thrown out of his place by the 
disbanding of the militia, he devoted himself to trade, 
but a trade accompanied with dangers and adventures. 
At first he was engaged in introducing contraband 
goods into Cordova; afterwards he carried on a trade 
with the lndians, and finally married the daughter of 
a cacique, ¡ived with her faithfully, took part in the 
wars of the savages, and accustomed himself to eat raw 
meat, until, in the course of three years, he became a 
thorough savage. While there he heard that the war 
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with Brazil was about to commence, and leaving his 
beloved savages, entered the army with his old rank of 
lieutenant, where his bravery was so conspicuous that 
he soon became a captaín and brevet major, and one of 
Lavalle's eh osen meno At Marquez the whole army 
was astonished at his daring. After these expeditions 
he remained at Buenos Ayres with Lavalle's other 
officers, Arbolito, Pancho el ñate, and other chiefs, 
who dispIayedtheir bravery in coffee·houses and hotels. 
The animosity against the officers of tbe army became 
greater every day, and on one occasion they were 
drinking to the death of Lavalle, when Navarro heard 
them, and stepping up, poured out a gIass and drank, 
saying in a Ioud voice, " To the health of Lavalle." A 
dueI followed on the spot, and Navarro, who killed his 
man, fled from the city, and overtook the army before 
it reached Cordova. Before reentering the sen'ice, he 
went in the interior to see his family, and Iearned with 
regret the death of his wife. Taking. leave of his 
mends, he went back to the armyaccompanied by two 
young men - his cousin and nephew. . 

In the batde of Chacon he got a shot in his breast 
which burned off his beard, and blackened his face with 
powder; and in this condition he emigrated to Co
q,imbo, still accompanied by his young reIatives; but 
every day he felt a strong desire to go back, and couId 
hardly be prevented from doing so. "1 am a true 
son of the, arm)'"," he wouId say, .. and war is my eIe
ment; the 6rst drop of blood shed in the civil war was 
from my veins; and from them should s:ome the last." 
At other times he said, "1 caunot go a step farther; I 
am getting farther and farther from the epaulets of a 

13 
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general. What would my friends say if they knew that 
Major Navarro was treading a foreign soil without a 
squad behind him? " 

The day they crossed the boundary ridge, there was 
quite a pathetic scene. They were obliged to give up 
their arms. and the Indians could not conceive of a 
country where one was not permitted to go about lance 
in hand. Navarro explained in their own language, 
while two great tears rolIed down his cheeks; they 
then laid their arms upon the ground, with much emo
tion, and even after starting on, went back and rode 
slowly around them as if bidding them farewell. 

It was in this 'state of mind that Major Navarro 
passed into Chili, and took up his lodging at Guanda, 
a place situated at the beginning of the road which 
leads to the cordillera. There he learned that General 
VilIafañe was going back to join Facundo, and openly 
announced his intention of killing him. The emigrants, 
who knew what these words meant c~mil1g from Na
varro, left the neighborhood, after trying in vain to 
dissuade him from his purpose. Villafañe was warned 
beforehand, and asked protection from the public au
thorities, who gave him sorne mili tia, by whom he was 
abandoned as soon as they learned what was the trou
ble. But Villafañe \Vas \Vell armed, and accompanied 
by six natives of Rioja. Just as he was passing through 
Guanda, Navarro appeared before him, with only a 
brook between them, gravely decIared his intention, 
and then returned quietly into the house where he was 
breakfasting. That night VilIafañe \Vas so imprudent 
as to lodge at Tilo, a place only about four leagues off. 
In the night Nayarro armed himself and took with him 
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a company of nine men, whom he left at a convenient 
place near Tilo. He then approached hy moonlight, 
entered the court-yard, and called out to Villafañe, who 
was sleeping with his men in the corridor, "ViIlafañe, 
arise! those who have enemies should not sleep." Vil
lafañe sei7.ed his lance, but Navarro attacking him with 
his sword, ran him through the body. He then fired 
off a pistol, the signal agreed upon with his companions, 
who carne up and falling upon VilIafañe's men, killed 
or dispersed them. They then took horses and equip
ments and set out for the Argentine Republic to join 
the army. Mistaking the road, they found themselves 
after a while at Rio Quarto, where they encountered 
Colon el Echevarria, who was pursued byenemies. Na
varro hastened to his aid, and the horse of his frieDd 
falling .at that moment, begged him to get up behind 
himself; but Echevarria would not consent, and Na
varro, determined not to fly without him, dismounted, 
shot his own horse, and botlÍ men soon shared the same 
fate. It was th~e years before his family knew what 
had become of him, the story being told by the men 
who had killed him, and- who, by way of proof, dug up 
the skeletons of the two friends. 

During Major Navarro's 8hort absence, events had 
taken place which entirely changed the condition of 
public affairs. The famous capture of General Paz, 
who was caught at the head of bis aJ:my by a lasso, 
decided the f~te of the Republic. It may be aaid that 
the constitution failed to be established at that time 
through a singular accident; for Paz ~ith an army of 
fonr thousand trained men, and a wisely arranged plan 
of operations, was sure of conquering the army of Bue-
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nos Ayres. Those who have since seen him triumph
ing in every direction, can judge if he was very pre
suming to take this conquest for granted. We might 
chime in with the moralists who so often attribute the 
fall of empires to the merest accidents; but if it was 
an accident to catch a great general with a lasso, it 
was not accidental that the men who did it should have 
used such mean s, being as they were of true gaucho 
nature, though converted into a political elemento 

Facundo, having so cruelly revenged the death of 
General Villafafie, marched upon San Juan to prepare 
an expedition against Tucuman, where the army had 
retired after the lOis of its general had destroyed all 
hope of accomplishing anything. On his arrival, all 
the Federal citizens went out to regeive him as they 
had done in 1827; but Facundo was not fond of repe
titions. He therefore sent one company in advance of 
the assembled citi~ens, and another behind them; then 
entered the city himself by a different route, leaving 
his officious hosts prisoners in the street, where they 
passed the whole day and night, lying down among 
the horses' feet if overpowered with sleep. 

When he reached the public square, ·he stopped his 
. carriage, put an end to the noise of the bells, and or
dered all the furniture of the house provided for him 
by the city, to be thrown into the street, carpets, cur
tains, chairs, tables, mirrors, -all heaped in confusion 
in the middle of the square; nor \Vould he go in until 
sure that nothing remained but the bare walls, a little 
table, a single chair, and a bed. While this was going 
on, he called a child who was passing by his carriage, 
and asked him what his name was, and when he an-
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swered "Roza," said, "Your father, Don Ignacio 
Roza, was a great man; give my compliments to your 
roother." 

The next day a bench was prepared for the shooting 
of his usual victims. Who ",ere they to be this time? 
The Unitarios had fled in great numbers, and many 
timid people not Unitarios. But Facundo began to 
impose contributions upon the women whose husbands, 
fathers, or brothers were absent, and the results were 
quite satisfactory, and accompanied by the usual cir
cumstances, - sobs and cries of women threatened 
with the lash, sorne actualIy whipped, two or three 
men shot, one lady compelled to cook for the soldiers, 
and other nameless outrages. There was one especial 
day of horror to be remembered; it was when Facundo 
was about to depart for Tucuman; the divisions were 
filing off one after another, and the rouleteers were 
taking care of the baggage,. when a-mule broke loose, 
and in trying to get away ran into the church ol' Santa 
Anna. Facundo ordered t11em to catch it; the. mule
teer went in for this purpose, and at the same moment 
an officer, by comman;:fof Quiroga, entered on horse
back, tied both man and mule, and brought them bound 
together, the unfortunate muleteer suffering from the 
kicks of the animal. Just then it appeared that some
thing was not quite ready for the departure, and Fa
cundo ordered the negligent authorities before him. 
His Exc'elleney the Governor and Captain General of 
the Province received a buffet, the chief of police nar
rowly escaped a bullet as he ran, and &ll reached their 
offices, as quickly as possible to give the neglected 
orders. ' 
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A little later, Facundo, seeing an officer strike two 
soldiers who were fighting, with the flat of his sword, 
called him up and attacked him with his lance; the 
officer used his own for the defense of his life, and 
presently disarmed Quiroga, whose lance he then 
picked up and returned respectfulIy. Quiroga again 
attacked him; there was another encounter, and he 
was again disarmed. He then called si'x men, had the 
officer seized, and stretched across the window-frame 
with his hands and feet tied fast, and ran him through 
with a lance again and again, until life was entirely 
extinct. His rage was without bounds; General Hu
idobro, his second, was also threatened with his lance, 
and prepared to defend his life. 

And yet Facundo was not cruel or blood-thirsty in 
comparison with other barbarian~ j he was only a bar
barian, who did not know how to restrain his passions, 
and these once aroused were without limit, withont 
restraint; he was a terrorist who, on entering a city, 
shoots one, and perhaps lashes another, but for a 
reason. The person shot is blind, or paralyzed; the 
unhappy victim of the lash is a respectable citizen, a 
young man of one of the first families. His brutalities 
to women come from a want of delicacy; the humilia
tions imposed upon the citizens from the coarse desire 
to ill-treat and to mortify the self-respect of those by 
whom he feels himself to be despised. Jt is the same 
motive which makes terror a mean s of government. 
What would Rosas have done without it in a society 
like that of Buenos Ayres? How el se could he have 
commanded from an intelligent people that respect 
which they never willingly show for persons who are 
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in themselves low and contemptible? It is incredible 
what an accumulatioIl of atrocities is necessary to per
vert a people, and nobody knows the amount of close 
observation and sagacity employed by Don Manuel 
Rosas in order to subject the city to that magical influ
ence which destl'oyed in six years aIl knowledge of the 
just and the good; which broke the bravest spirits and 
put them under the yoke. 

Terror in France in 1793 was an effect and not a 
means. Robespiel're did not guillotine nobles and 
priests to create a reputation, nor to elevate himself 
upon the heaps of the slain. He was a stern man, who 
believed that he must remove from France aIl her 
aristocratic members to insure the object of the rebel
lion. "Our names," said Danton, " will be execrated 
by posterity, but we shall have saved the Republic." 
With us, terror is a method of government invented to 
crush out knowledge, and force men to recognize as a 
thinking head, the feet whiéh are upontheir necks; it 
is the compensation an ignorant man in power takes 
for the contempt which he knows his insignificance 
inspires in a people infinitely superior to him. This is 
why we have in our times a repetition of the extrava
gances of Caligula, who caused himself to be wor
shipped as a god, and associated his horse with him in 
the government. Caligula knew that he was the very 
lowest of those Romans whom he nevertheless held 
under his f~t. Rosas caused his sacred likeness to be 
placed in the churche8, and borne through the 8treets 
on a cal', to which wel'e harnessed officers and even 
ladies, for the purpose of giving celeb~ity to his name. 
But 1i'acundo was only'cruel when in a passion. Ris 
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deliberate aets were limited too shooting or lasbing a 
mano Rosas, on the contrary, was never in a passion. 
He made his plans in his closet, and gave his orden to 
bis emissaries. 



CHAPTER xn. 

SOCIAL WAR. 

u Lea habitaDa !le Tucuman flnunt leun jouméea par muioDa cbampatrea. ou, 
ll'ombre de bea.ux ubres, na improvlsent, BU IOD d'une guitare rustique, des chau'" 
altematifi daDl le genn de ceu que Tbéocrita et Vlrgi1a out embellis. Tout, jusqu' 
AU préuOlDl grecB, rappelle RU TOyageur étoDDé l'&Dtique Arcadle.'1 - Malté-Bnm. 

CIUDADELA. 

THE expedition departed, and the people of San Juan 
breathed once more as if awakening from a horrible 
nightmare. Facundo displayed in this campaign a 
spirit of order and a rapidity of march which showed 
holl' much he had leamed from past disasters. In 
twenty-four days he passed over with bis army about 
three hundred leagues; so that he carne near surprising 
some squadrons of the enemy which only became. aware 
of his approach when he took up his ,quarters at Ciuda
dela, an old encampment of the patriot armies under 
Belgrano." It would be inconceivable how such an 
army as that commanded by Madrid, at Tucuman, 
with brave officers and experienced soldiers, could be 
conquered, if moral causes and prejudices against strat
egy did not solve the enigma. 

General Madrid, commander-in-chief, had under him 
Colonel Lopez, a provincialleader from Tucuman, who 
was personally 0pP!lsed to him j and,. besides that, a 
retrea~ demoralizes troops. General Madrid was not the 
man to govern inferior ·officers. The army went into 
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battIe half-federal and half-montonero in 8pirit, while 
that of Facundo had the unity produced by terror and 
obedience to a leader who is not a cause but a person, 
and who on this account overcomes free-will and de
stroys individuality. Rosas triumphed over his enernies 
by that power, which made aIl his satellites passive in
strurnents and blind executors of his supreme will. 

The evening before the battle, Colonel Balrnaceda 
asked of the general-in-chief permission to rnake the 
first charge. If it had been allowable for a battle to 
begin with a cavalry charge, or for an inferior officer 
to take the liberty of suggesting it, the battle would 
have been gained; fUr nothing in Brazil or the Argen
tine Republic had ever been able to withstand the 
charges of the second regiment of cuirassiers. The 
General acceded to the demand of the commander of 
the second; but Colonel Lopez declared that this would 
take away sorne of his best men; for to him the select 
troops had been given in charge, which, according to 
rule, forrn the reserve; therefore the general-in-chief, 
not having sufficient authority to stop these disputes, 
sent back to the reserve the invincible battalion, and 
the brave officer commanding it. 

Facundo deployed his men at such a distan ce as to 
shelter them from the infantry cornrnanded by Barcala, 
and to weaken the effect of eight pieces of artillery 
directed by the inteIligent Arengreen. Could Quiroga 
have foreseen what his enemies were first doing? In a 
previous battle he had shot his own victorious officer 
for not pursuing with an inferior force the defeated 
enemy. 

From one end to the other of Quiroga's line the 
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soldiers tl'embled with terror, not of the enemy, but 
of their chief, who walked up and down behind the 
line, brandishing his lance. They could only'hope to 
escape from this oppressive terror by throwing them
selves upon the enemy. They rushed forward, broke 
the line of bayonets merely to put something between 
them and the image of Facundo, which pursued them 
like a phantom. Thus on one side l'eigned terror, and 
on the other anarchy. At the first attempt to charge, 
the cavalry of Madrid gave way, the reserve folIowed, 
and there only remained five officers, with the al'tillel'y, 
whose discharges became fainter and fainter, and the 
infantry, which rushed to a hand-in-hand fight with 
the enemy. But why say more? The victor should 
give the details of a battle. 

Consternation reigned in Tucuman ; immense num
bers emigrated, for this was Facundo's third visito The 
following day a contribution was levied. Quiroga, 
knowing that there were valuables hidden in a church, 
questioned the sacristan, who, being a silly fellow, an
swered with a laugh, for which he was shoton the 
spot. The chests of the general were soon filled with 
gold; therefore it is 110t strange that the guardian of 
San Francisco and the priest Colombres, were the next 
victims of the lash. Facundo then visited the prison
ers, counted out the officers, and retired to rest after 
his fatigue, leaving orders for them tI,) be shot. 

Tucuman;s a tropical country, where Nature has 
displayeu its greatest pomp; it is the Eden of Amer
ica, and without a rival on the surface of the earth. 
Imagine the Andes covered with a' most luxuriant 
vegeu;.tion, from which 'escape twelve rivers at equal 
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distances, flowing parallel to each other, until they 
converge and form a navigable stream, which reaches 
to the heart of South America. The country watered 
by these branches comprises more than fifty leagues. 
Primeval forests cover the surface, and unite the gor
geousness of India with the beauties of Greece. 

The walnut interlaces its long branches with the 
mallOgany and ebony; the cedar and the classic laurel 
grow si de by si de, and beneath these the myrtle con
secrated to Venus; still lea ving space for the fragrant 
spikenard and the white lily. 

A belt of odoriferous cedar allows a passage through 
the forest, which is everywhere else impassable because 
of tbe thick and thomy rose-bushes. The old trunks 
are covered with various species of flowering mosses, 
and the bindweed and other vines festoon and entwine 
aU these different trees. 

Over aU this vegetation, which defies the brush of 
fancy in combination and richness of coloring, fly myri
ads of golden butterflies,brilliant humming-birds, green 
parrots, blue magpies, and orange-colored toucans. The 
sound of these noisy birds greets one all day long like 
the roar of a cataract. 

Major Andrews, an English traveIler, who has de
voted many pages to the description of these beauties,· 
relates that he used to go out every morning to enjoy 
the sight of this magnificent vegetation, and that he 
often penetrated far into the thick, aromatic forests, so 
enraptured that only after his retum home did he know 
that his clothes were torn, and his face scratched and 
bleeding. The city is surrounded for many leagues 
by a forest of orange-trees, rounded to about the same 
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height, so as to form a vast canopy supported by millions 
of smooth columns. The rays of the torl'id sun have 
never shone upon the scenes which are enactad under 
this immense roof. The young girls of Tucuman pass 
the 8undays there, each gl"oup choosing a convenient 
place. Accol"ding to the season, they gather !ruit or 
scatter blossoms undel' the feet of the dancers, who are 
intoxicated with the rich pelfume and tbe melodious 
sounds of the guitar. Perhaps one might believe tbis 
description to be taken from the " Thousand and One 
Nights," 01" other Eastern fairy tale; but 1 cannot half 
describe the voluptuous beauty of these damsels, daugh
ters of the tropics, as they recline for their siesta beneath 
tbe shade of the myrtles and laurel s, enjoying such 
odors as would bring asphyxia upon one unaccustomed 
to the atmosphere. 

Facundo went into one of these recesses formed by 
shady branches, perhaps to consider what he should do 
to the poor city fallen into' his hands, like a squirrel 
into tbe paw of a lion. Presently a' deputation of 
young girls, radiant with youtb and beauty, approached 
the place wbere Facun.do was lying upon his poncho. 
Thebravest and most eager led the way, hesitating 
from time to time. Those who followed urged her 
!orward; then all paused, seized with fear. They 
glanced at one another for encouragement; then, ad
vancing timidly, stood before him. Facundo received 
them kindly, made them sit down around him, and 
asked thé object of their visito They carne to beg for 
tne lives of the officers who were to be shot. 80bs, 
smiles, all the little fascinations of women were put 
in requisition to obtain t~eir charitable end. Facundo 
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seemed deeply interested, and smiled benignantly; he 
wished to hear from eaeh one, of their families, their 
homes, a thousand details whieh seemed to pIe ase him ; 
and thus passed an hour of expeetation and hopeo At 
last he said to them, with the greatest complacency, 
"Do yOIl hear those guns? 1t is too late: they are 
shot." A ery of horror arose, like that whieh escapes 
from a flock of doves pursued by a faleon. They had 
indeed been shot - and how? Thirty-three officers, 
from the rank of eolonel upwards, received the fatal 
balls entirely naked. Two brothers, son s of one of the 
first families of Buenos Ayers, embraeed each other at 
the last moment, so.that the body of one prevented the 
hall from reaehing the other. The latter eried, " 1 am 
saved." A mistake, unfortunate one! How much he 
would have given to live. While confessing, he had 
taken a ring from his mouth, where it was concealed, 
and had charged the priest to give it to his betrothed; 
who, on receiving it, lost her reason, and never again 
recovered it. 

The cavalry took charge of the corpses, and dragged 
them to the cemetery; so that bits of brain, arms, and 
legs remained on the square of Tucuman, and served 
as food for the dogs. How many victories are thus 
tarnished ! . 

1)on Juan Manuel Rosas had killed in the same 
manner and almost at the same time, at Sto Nicholas 
de los Arroyos, twenty-eight officers, not to speak of 
more than a hundred assassinations. If anything can 
add to these horrors, it is the fate of eolonel Arraya, 
the father of eight children, and a prisoner, with three 
lance wounds in his shoulder. He was forced to enter 
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Tucuman on foot, naked, bleeding, and loaded with 
eight guns. Exhausted with fatigue, a bed was allowed 
him in a private house. At the hour appointed for 
his executioll, which was to take place on the public 
squal'e, sorne musketeers forced their way into the 
house and pierced him with balls in his bed; leaving 
him to die in the flames of the burning sheets. 

Colon el Barcala, the celebrated negro, was the only 
chief saved from this butchery. He was the ruling 
spirit of Cordova and Mendoza, and the civic guard 
idolized him. He was an instrument that they might 
preserve for the future. 

011 the following day a process was commenced 
throughollt the city, called sequestration. It consisted 
in placing sentinels at the doors of all the shops, ware
hOllses, leather and tobacco stores, tanneries, indeed 
everywhere, for thel'e were no Federals. Federalism 
is a plant which grew there only after the soíl was 
three times watered with biood by Quiroga, and once 
more by Oribe. Now it is said there are some Federals, 
as is proved by their ribbon, upon which is written, 
"Death to the savage- Unitarios." 

AH movable property, and the flocks and herds, were 
claimed by Facundo. Two hundred and fifty carts, 
each loaded with sixteen beeves, were sent to Buenos 
Ayres. The European goods were gathered to be 
sold at auction by the commanders. Everything was 
offered for a low price. Facundo himself sold shirts, 
women's skrrts, and children's clothes, unfolding and 
showing them to the crowd; any bid was received; 
the sale was soon finished; the affair 'was a success, -
the cl'llwd was dense. 
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After a few days, however, purchasers were scarce, 
and embroidered handkerchiefs were offered in vain 
for four reales - there was nobody to buyo What had 
bappened? Díd the people repent? Not at all; but 
there was no longer any money in circulation. The 
contributions on one hand, sequestration on the other, 
tbe auction finally, bad taken the last medio in tbe 
province. If indeed a few still remained in the hands 
of the officials, the gaming-table emptied their purses. 
Leatber bags filled with money were piled in front of 
the general's house, and l'emained tbere aU night uu
guarded; for the passers-by did not even dare to look 
at them. 

And yet the city nad not be en abandoned to pillage, 
nor had the soldiers had that irnmense booty. Quiro
ga used to say to his friends i~ Buenos Ayres that he 
never permitted his men to pillage, because of the im
morality of the thing. A farmer once complained to 
him that sorne soldiers had stolen his fruit, and order
ing the regiment before him, he discovered the guilty 
ones, who each received six hundred lashes; the terri
fied old man begged that the victims might be spared, 
and \Vas threatened with a share of the punishment. 
Tbis is the gaucho nature: he kills beca use his leader 
commands him tokill, and does not steal beca use he is 
not commanded to steal. It might seem strange that 
these men should not rebel and throw off the dominion 
of one who 'gave them nothing in exchange for their 
valor or their li ves, did we not know from Don Juan 
Manuel Rosas how much terror can do, not only with 
the poor gaucho, but with the iIIustrious general and 
the pro ud, wealthy citizen. As 1 have already said, 
terror produces greater results tban. patriotismo 
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A colont'l of the army of Chili, Don Manuel Grego
rio Quiroga, Federal ex-governor of San Juan, and, at 
that time, a major-general in Quiroga's army, perceived 
that this booty of half a million was destined for the 
general alone, who would 110t hesitate to bOll: the ears 
of an officer for keeping a few reales from the sale of a 
handkerchief. He therefore roneeived the idea of ob
taining his pay hy abstracting several valuable rings 
from the general stock. But Facundo found out the 
theft, and had him tied to a post to be publicly humili
ated; and when the army l"t'turned to San Juan, the 
major-gt'neral went on foot over almost impassable 
ground yoked with a bullo The companion of the bull 
expired at Catamarca without attrarting any notice. 
At another time Facundo, having found out that a 
young man by the name of Rodriguez, of high standing 
in Tucuman, had received letters from the exiles, had 
hiin arrested, conducted him to the square himself, 
ti~d him up, and ordered him to Teceh'e six hundred 
lashes. But the soldiers did not administer the pun
ishment skillfully enough, and Quiroga took the l~ather 
straps used for the purpose, and swinging them through 
the air with his mighty arm, gave fifty lashes by way 
of example. At thl1 end of" the performance he him
self poured salt water over the back, and picked off the 
bits of skin fi'om the wounds. This done, he went 
home and read the intercepted retters, in which were 
messages . from husbands to wives, charges not to be 
uneasy aboutO them, together with receipted bilis for 
merchants, etc., but not a word of poli ti cs. Quiroga 
then asked for Rodrigllez, hut hearin'g that he was 
dying, Sat down to cards, .and won immense sums. Don 

U 
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Francisco Reto, and Don N. Lugones, \Vere heard 
murmuring at the horrors they witnessed, and each 
received three hundred lashe~, with an order to walk 
home through the streets naked, their hancls oyer their 
heads, amI their backs dripping blood; armed soldiers 
following at a little distance to see the sen ten ce duly 
e~ecuted. To what a degree of indifference men may 
be brought by an infamous tyrant against whom there 
is no appeal, was shown by Don Lugones, \\"ho, turning 
to his companion in punishment, said, "Hand oyer a 
cigar, and let's have a smoke." 

Dysentery prevailed at that time in Tucuman, and 
the phJsicians said there \Vas no remed)" for it, that it 
carne from mental causes, from terror, a disease for 
which no remedy has yet heen found in Buenos Ayres. 
One day Facundo presented himself befor .. the house 
of a young widow \Vho had taken his fancy, and asked 
some children who were playing at the door, where 
the lady was; one of the hoys answered that she \Vas 
not in. "Go teH her 1 am here," said Quiroga. 
"What is your name?" asked the boy, \Vho, when the 
other replied, "1 am Facundo Quiroga;" feH down 
senseless, and has only recently recoyered his reason .• 

A young girl having excited his admiration, he pro
posed to take her to San Juan. Jt can be imagined 
how the poor girl rec .. ivecl this proposition fl'om a ti
ger. Starnmeringly she said that she could not; that 
her father --o Facundo went to the father, amI the 
miserable man, trying to conceal his horror, too\;: cour
age to say that pel'haps he would abandon his daughter, 
and she would be unprotected. Facundo declarecl that 
he should have no cause fol' that ohjcction; and the 
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unhappy father, stiJI hoping to put him off or to gain 
time, proposed that a paper should be drawn up and 
signed; but Facundo immediately wrote and signed 
the required document, and passed it to the other for 
his signature. At the last moment the father asserted 
himself in the man, and he cried, "KilI me! but 1 wiII 
not sign." " Ah, old rascal ! " cried Facundo, leaving 
the house in a rage. 

Quiroga, the champion of the pro~inces, as he calIed 
himself, was barbarous, avaricious, lustful, and gave 
himself up to his passions without restraint; his suc
cessor did not rob cities, nor outrage women; he had 
only one passion, - the thirst for human blood and des
potism. Iustead, he knew how to use wO\-ds amI forms 
which satisfy the indifferent, such as: (he savages, the 
bloodthirsty creat1tre8; perfidiou8, U'retched Unitari08; 
the perfidious minister of Brazil; the dirtlJ money of 
France; the iniquitou8 cla~m8 of England; - words 
thus sufficing to cover the longest and. most frightful 
series of crimes that the nineteenth century has wit-. 
nessed. Rosas! Rosas! 1 bow before thy mightywis
domo Thou art as great as the Plata, as the Andes! 
Thou alon'e hast discovered ho\\' contemptible are the 
liberties, the knowledge, and the pride of mankind. 
Trample upon themaIl ; let alI the governments of the 
civilized world honor thee, the more insoleut thou arto 
Abuse them! thou wilt always find dogs to snatch up 
the spoils thr<lwn to them ! 

In Tucuman, Salta, and Jujui, a great, progressive, 
industrial movement was interrupted. by the in vasion 
of Quiroga. Dr. Colombres, whom Facundo loaded 
with ~anacles, had introduced and encouraged the 
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cultivation of sugar-canc, for whi('h the climate i~ so 
\Ve)) adapted. Re had bought plants from Ravana, 
sent agents to the milis of Brazil to study the processes 
and apparatus; succeeded in distilling the molasses; 
and did not rest until ten milis were established and in 
successful operation. But this was scarcely accom
plished when Facundo turned his horses into the fields 
of cane, and destroyed the milis. 

An agricultural sociE'ty was already publishing its 
proeeedings, and preparing to attempt the cultivation 
'of in digo and eochineal. At Salta, looms and workmE'n 
had been brought from Europe for weaving woolen 
goods, c1oth, carpets, etc., all of which had turned out 
profitably. But what particularly occupiE'd the atten
tion of those cities was the navigation of the BermE'jo, 
the great stream which flows hetweE'n the two prov
inces, unites with the Paran a, and thus provides an 
outlet for the valuable productions of that tropical 
country. The future prosperity of those beautiful 
provinces depended upon turning their streams to the 
uses of commerce; from poor inland cities, with sma)) 
populations, their capitals might in ten years be eon
verted into great <!entres of civilization and wealth, if, 
under t11e proteetion of an able governmE'nt, their in
habitants could devote themselves to removing the 
slight obstacles in the way of their progress. N or are 
these ehimerieal dreams of a possible hut distant futme. 

In N orth America, not only hnndreds of large, pop
ulous cities, hut even whole States have sprung up 
throllghout the region watered hy the Mississippi and 
its branches, in less than ten years. And the Missis
sippi is not more available fOl" eommeree, than the 
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Parana; nOl' do the Ohio, IIlinois, or Arkansas water a 
larger 01' richer territory than the Pilcomayo, Bermejo, 
Paraguay, and so many other great rivers which desig
nate the path to be taken by the people who shall here
after inhabit the Argentine Republic. Rivadavia con
sidered the navigation of the inlalld rivers of the great
est importance; an association was formed at Salta and 
Buenos Ayres with a capital ofhalf a million dollars 
for this purpose, and Sala had made his voyage and 
published a map of the river. How much time has 
since been lost from 1825 to 1845! And how long will 
it still be before God shall destroy the monster of the 
pampas? 

For Rosas, in so obstinately opposing the free naviga
tion of rivers, in pretending to fear European intrusion, 
in keeping up the hostility of the inland cities and leav
ing them to their own resources, does not simply obey 
the instinctive prejudice against foreigners, nor even 
the impulse of the ignorarit native of the port who, 
possessing the seaport and the generai custom-house 
of the Republic, does not care for the developrri'ent of 
civilization and wealth ef the whole nation, or see that 
this would- fill the harbor with ships hearing the prod
ucts of the interior, and the cllstom-house with mer
chandise. He follows, rather, the natural instinct of 
the gaucho of the pampas, who has a horror of water, 
a contempt for ships, and knows no greater delight 
than rid~ng a good horse. What uoes he ca re for 
mulberry-tree~, sugar, indigo, the navigation of rivers, 
European immigration. or anything beyond the narrow 
circle of ideas in which he has lived?' What does he 
care foi: the progress of othe interior when he himself 
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is in Ihe midst of wealth, possessing a custom-honse 
which brings in two millions ayear without any trouble 
on his part? 

Salta, J ujui, Tucuman, Santa Fé, Corrientes, and 
Entre Rios, would now rival Buenos Ayres if the in
dustrial movement so eagerly begun, could have con
tinued. As it is, sorne of ils results remain: Tu('uman 
now has large sugar-presses, and distilleries, which 
would bring great wealth if the products could be 
carried with less expense to the coast and exchanged 
in Buenos Ayres for merchandise. But no evils are 
eternal, and a day must come when the eyes of this 
people will be opened, who are now denied al! liberty 
of progress, and are deprived of al! eapable and intelli
gent men, who eould carry on the great work, and bring 
about in a few years the prosperity for whieh Nature 
has destined this now stationary, impoverished, devas
tated country. Why are su eh men persecuted? Brave, 
enterprising men, who employed their lives in various 
social improvements, encouraging public education, 
introducing the cultivation of the mulberry and the 
sugar-cane, exploring the water-courses, with only the 
national interest at heart, aud desiring no other reward 
than the satisfaction of serving their fel!ow-citizens! 
Why do we not see again arising the spirit of European 
civilization which, however feeble, did once exist in the 
Argentine Republic? Why has the present govern
ment-more truly Unitarios in spirit than ever Riva
davia intended- never given a thought to the investi
gation of the inexhaustible and yet untouched resources 
of a favored soil? Why has uot even a twentieth part 
of the millions employed in a fratricidal war been used 
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to educate the people or to facilitate trade? What has 
been given to this people in exchange for its sacrifices 
and sufferings? A red rag! This is the extent of the 
government's care of them for fifteen years; this is the 
only measure of the national administration; the only 
relation between master and slave, the mark upon the 
cattle! 



CHAPTER XIII. 

IlARRANCA. -YACO !!! 

~: The iro which burot Albania so long WIlB a.t laBt estioguhlhed.. All the red 
blood has flowed, and tbe tears of our cbildren have been wiped llway. Now we 
hold tbo cord oí federation and friendship."-Colden~$ Kl3toryofthe Six Natiom. 

THE conqueror of Ciudedala had driven the last SUp
porters of the U nit~rio system beyond the confines of 
the Republic. The guns \Vere hllshed, and the tramp 
of cavalry was no longer heard on the pampas. Fa
cundo returned to San Juan, and disbanded his army;o 
but he restored the nominal value of what money he 
had taken from San Juan by the spoils of Tucuman. 
What more was there to do? Peace was then the 
normal condition of the Republic, as war had be en 
before. 

The conquests of Quiroga hadde~troyed all feeling 
of independence in the provinces, all regularity of ad
mmlstration. Liberty had ceased, and Quiroga's name 
took the place of law. In this portion of the Republic 
allleaders were united in one, and Jujui, Salta, Cata
marca, Tucuman, Rioja, San Juan, and Mendoza, re
maiRed under the sol e inflllence of Quiroga. In a 
word, the Federals had disappeared as wel! as the Uni
tarios, and the most complete unity existed in the per
son of the conqueror. Thus the undivideJ organiza
tion of the Republic which Rivadavia had attempted, 
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and which had occasioned the con test, was realized in 
the interior at least, unless we can admit the existence 
of a confederation of cities wbich have lost all free will, 
and are at the mercy of a single leader. But in spite 
of tbe misapplication of common terms, the facts are 
too plain to be doubted. Facundo even spoke con
temptuously of the much talked-of Confederation j pro
posed to his friends that they should choose a provin
cial for President of the Republic, and suggested Dr. 
José Santos Ortez, ex-governor of San Luis, his own 
friend and secretary. "He is not a rough gaucho like 
myself," he said, "but a scholar and an honest man j' 

the D1an who knows how to do justice to bis enemies, 
is worthy of confidence." ' 

Thus it appears that Quiroga, after routing the Uni
tarios, went back to the old idea he entertained before 
the struggle - the ad vocacy of a presidEmcy and the 
necessity of putting in order the affÍlirs of the Repub
lic. Yet sorne doubts troubled him. "N ow, general," 
sorne one said to hirn, " the nation wiII be governed by 
Federal principIes." "Hum," he answered, shaking 
his head, "there are still sorne obstacles in the way," 
and he added, with a significant look, "our n'iends 
below (Buenos Ayres) do not wish for a cOllstitution." 

When cornmunications frorn Buenos Ayres carne, and 
journals which gave the promotions of various officers 
who had commanded in the useless army of COl'dova, 
Quiroga ,said to General Huidobro, "Yoil see they 
have no titles "tb bestow upon my officers after al! we 
have done here; we should belong to the port, to get 
anything." Knowing that Lopez was'in possession of 
his Ara!Jian horse, and clid not send it to him, he was 
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very angry, and exclaimed, "Ah, gaucho-stealer of 
cows, you will pay dearly for the pleasure of being 
wel! mounted !" And he continued his threats and 
abuse until his friends were alarmed at his indiscretion. 

'Vhat did Quiroga intend to do now? He was gov
ernor <if no province, and had no army under his com
mand; nothing remained to him but his arms and tha 
terror of his name. On his way to Rioja he liad left 
hidden in the woods al! the guns, swords, and lances 
which he had collected in the eight cities he had over-
1'un, numbering more than twelve tbousand. He de
posited in the city twenty-six pieces of artillery, with 
plenty of baggage a..nd ammunition, and moreover he 
had sixteen hundred fine horses at pasture in the 
1'avines of Cuyo. Rioja was the cradle of his power, 
the very centre of his inHucnce in the provinces; at a 
signal its arsenal would equip twelve thousand men 
for war. Some may incline to doubt these facts, but 
even as late as 1841 arms were dug up that had been 
concealed at that time. In 1830 General Madrid took 
possession of a treasure of thirty thousand dollars be
Jonging to Quiroga, and soon after it was said that 
fifteen more had been found. Quiroga .wrote to him 
charging him with having taken thirty-nine thousand 
dollars; and doribtless much more had heen buried 
before the battle at Oncativo, during the time when 
so many cities were despoiJed. As to the real amoullt 
conceated in those two parcels, Madrid afterwards 
thought that Quiroga gave it rightly, for the discoverer 
of the Jast parcel, having been taken prisoner, offered 
ten thousand dol!ars for his life, and when this was not 
accepted, committed suicide by cutting his throat. 
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Thus the interiol' had nowa chief; he who had been 
conquered at Oncativo, and who had in Buenos Ayres 
only been entrusted with a few hundred convicts, was 
110\~ the second, ir not the first in power. To make 
the division of the Republic into two parts more decided, 
the provinces bordering on the Plata had made a league 
or confederation by which their liberties and independ
ence were mutually assured; tbougb a certain kind of 
feudalism stil) existed in the persons of Lopez of Santa 
Fé, Ferré, and Rosas,-Ieaders sprung from the people 
whom they governed. Rosas had already begun to 
inflllence public affairs very decidedly. After the 
victory over Lavalle, he was made governor of Buenos 
Ayres, and until 183~ filled the office as well as any 
other would have done. 1 must not omit a significant 
fact. From the first, Rosas demanded to be invested 
with absolute power, but. was strongly opposed by his 
partisans in the city. By persuasions and deceptions 
be succeeded in obtaining it during the war of Oordo
va, and when that was ended, he was ·eagerly desired 
to give up this unlimited ·power. The city of lJuenos 
Ayres did not then i~~gine that it could exist as an 
absolute government, whatever the principies of its 
political parties might be. Rosas, however, resisted, 
gently but ably. " It is not that 1 wish to make use 
of sucb power," he said, "but, asmy secretary, Gar
da Zuñiga, says, the schoolmaster must hold his whip 
in band that his authority may be respected." He 
considered t'his comparison entirely appropriate, and 
repeated it frequently,-the citizells were the children, 
the governor, man and master. 

Rosas was obliged to yield; but tbe ex-governor had 
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no intention of becoming a mere citizen ; the labor al1d 
patience of many years were about to bring their re
ward. During his legal term of service he learned aH 
the E'ntrances to the citadel, and all the iII-fortified 
points; and if he then left the government, it was only 
to take it by assault from the outside, without any 
constitutional restrictions, without being fettered by 
responsibility to any one. He laid clown the truncheon 
to take up first the sword, and afterward the battle-a¡¡e. 
N ot long befo re he resigned the government, a great 
expedition, led by himself, was prepared to extend and 
protect the southern boundaries of the province which 
were exposed to fl:equent invasions of the savages. 
Everything was arranged on a large scale: an army 
composed of three divisions was to form a line of four 
hundred leagues, from Buenos Ayres to Mendoza. 
Quiroga was to command the force s of the interior, 
while Rosas, with his division, foHowed the Atlantic 
eoast. The magnifieence and utility -of the enterprise 
concealed from the eyes of the people the political 
manoouvre hidden under this plausible pretexto For 
what could be more desirable than to secure the, south
ern frontier by making a large river the boundary 
between it and the Indians, and protecting it with a 
line of forts; a very practicable design, which had 
already been clearly marked out in the voyage of Cruz 
from the city of Conception, in Chili. 

But Rosas had no idea of engaging in anyenterprise 
which tended only toward the good of the Republic. 
His troops marched as far as Rio Colorado, moving 
slowly, and making observations on the soil, climate, 
and other circllmstances of the country throllgh which 
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they passed. They destroyed sorne lndian huts, and 
took a few poor prisoners; and this was all that was 
e/fected by the great expedition, which left the frontier 
as defenseless as it had been before, and is still. The 
divisions of Mendoza and San Luis returned equally 
unsuccessful from the deserts of the south. Rosas 
then raised for the first time his red flag, like that of 
Algiers, and assumed the title of Hero of the IJesert, in 
addition to that already acquired, of Restorer of the 
Laws - those same laws which he was now about to 
destroy. 

Facundo, too keen to be deceived as to the object of 
the expedition, remained at San Juan until the divis
ions of the interior returned. The division commanded 
by Huidobro, which had been in the desert opposite 
San Luis, marched towards Cordova, and its approach 
puta stop to a rebellion headed by the Castillos, the 
object of which was to takc the govemment frorn the 
Reinafes who were under th·e influence of Lopez. This 
rebellion was evidently gotten up at the instigation of 
Facundo; its leaders were frorn San Juan, the reslUence 
of Quiroga, and their supporters were his well-known 
partisans. The jonrnals of the time, however, say 
nothing about Facundo's connection with that move
ment; and when Huidobro retired to his provincial 
horne, and Arridondo, with other leaders of the re
bellion, was shot, there \Vas nothing more to be said or 
done; fo, the war about to begin b~tween the two 
parties of the °Republic, between the two leaders who 
were contending for suprernaey, was to be a :war of 
ambuscades, suares, and treachery. tt was a silent 
combat'; not a trial of streugth between armies, hut 
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between audacity on one side, and skill and cunning on 
the other. This struggle between Quiroga and Rosas 
is but little understood, thol1gh it lasted five years. 
Each hated and despised the other, and neither lost 
sight of the other for a rnornent, fol' each felt tIJat his 
life and success depended on the result of this terrible 
garne. 

Perhaps it wiII be weH to rnake a political chart of 
the Republic frorn 1822, that the reader may bette1' 
comprehend the foHowing operations. 

ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 

Región ol/he Andes. 
UNITY - UNDER TIrE INFLUE~CE 

OF QUIROGA. 

Jujui, 
Salt~, 
Tucuman, 
Calamarea, 

Rioja, 
San Juan, 
Mendoza, 
San Luis. 

Borders 01 the Plata. 
CONPEDERATION UNDER TRE 

LEAGUE OE THE PLATA. 

Corrientes, - Ferré. 

Entre RiOS'} 
Santa Fé, Lopez. 
Cordova, 
Buenos Ayres, - Rosas. 

FEUDAL F ACTION. 

Santiago del Estero, - Ibarra. 

Lopez, of Santa Fé, extended his inHuence by rneans 
of Echague, a creature of his, and over Cordova thl'ough 
the Reinafés. Ferré, aman of independent spirit, kept 
Corrientes out of Ihe struggle until 1839. Under the 
rule of Beron de Astrada, that province turned against 
Rosas, who, with his inerease of power, had regarded 
the League as of no efreet. This sarne Ferré was led 
by his narrow provincial spirit to denounce Lavalle as 
a deserter in 1840, fo\" having erossed the Paraná with 
the arrny of Corrientes; and after the batde of Chaa
guazu he took the victorious a'rrny from General Paz, 
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thus losing the important advantages which might ha,·e 
been secured by that victory. Ferré in these proceed
ings and others, was actuated by the spirit of provin
cial independence which had grown up during the war 
with Spain. Thus the same feeling which had thrown 
Corrientes into opposition to the Unitario constitution 
in 1826, made it in 1838 oppose Rosas, who was at
tempting a centralization of power. Thence carne 
Ferré·s mistakes, and the misfortunes which followed 
the battle of Chaaguazu, making it of no use to the 
Republic, the general, or tlle province itself; for if the 
rest of the Repllblic shollld be consolidated under 
Rosas, Corrientes could not maintain its feudal and 
federal independence. 

The southern expedition being ended, or rather 
stopped, for it had neither plan nor end, Facundo 
marched to Buenos Ayres with Barcala and his chosen 
band, and (mtered the city without taking the trouble 
to announce his an;val. Such neglect of ordinary 
forms might be commentedupon were it not entirely 
characteristic. \Vhat brought Quiroga to Buenos 
Ayres at this time? Was it another invasion like that 
of Mendoza in the very stronghold of his rival? Or 
did this barbarian at last desire to live amidst the luxu
ries of civilization? Jt is probable that all these causes 
urged Facundo to his i1I-ad\·ised journey to Buenos 
Ayres. Power instructs, and Quiroga had alI the high 
qualities Qf mind which enable aman to adapt ]¡imself 
to any new p~sltion, whatever it may be. He estab
lished himself in Buenos Ayres, and was soon sur
rounded by the principal men of the pl~ce; he bought 
shares in the public rund~ to the amount of six hunured 
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thousand doBars; played for various stakes; spoke 
contemptuollsly of Rosas; declared himself a Unitario 
among Unitarios, and talked continually about the con
stitution. His past life, his barbarolls deeds, little 
known at Buenos Ayres, were explained and excused 
by the dpsire of conquest, and the necessity of self
preservation. His present conduct was temperate, his 
manner dignified and irnposing, though he still wore 
the chaqueta, the striped poncho, and long hair and 
beard. 

During his residence at Buenos Ayres, Quiroga made 
sorne trials of his personal strength. As he was walk
ing, wrapped up a.s usual in his poncho, he (saw aman 
with his knife drawn, refusing to yield to a policeman; 
and seizing the feBow, disarmed him, and carried him 
to the station j he had not given the policeman his 
name, but.was recognized at the station by an officer, 
and next day the papers all related the story. He 
heard one day that an apothecary had spoken contemp
tuously of his barbarity in the provinces, and went to 
his office to inquire about it, but this time was not very 
successful j the physician; nothing daunted, told him 
that he would not be able to ill-treat people in Buenos 
Ayres as he had done in the provinces, and the story 
was circulated \vith great satisfaction in the city. Yet 
this Buenos Ayres, so proud of its institutions, was, 
before the end of ayear, to be treated with greater 

. barbarity than the interior had ever received at the 
hands of Quiroga. The police once went to Quiroga's 
house in search of him, and he overcame his first im
pulse to det't-nd himself, feeling that there was a greater 
powpr than his, and that he might at any time be im-
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prisoned sllOuld he take his defense into his own hands. 
Quiroga's sons were in the best schools, and he made 
them wear the European dress; and when one of them" 
insisted on leaving his studies for the army, he was 
plaeed by his father in one of the regiments as drum
mer, until he should repent of his folIy. 

QuiJ·oga used to declare that the only writers good 
for anything were the Varelas, who had abused him so 
much, and that the only honest men in the Republie 
were Rivadavia and Paz. To the Unitarios he said 
that he only wanted a secretary like Dr. Ocampo, - a 
politician who could write out a constitution, and he 
would march with it to San Luis, and thence show it 
to the whole Republic at the point of a lance. Quiroga 
represented himself as the leader of a new attempt to 
organize the Republic, and he might be said to have 
conspired openly had he done more than talk. His 
natural habit of idleness, and of expecting everything 
from terror, and perhaps tlle novelty of surroundillg 
circumstallces, prevented him from acting with energy, 
and at last put him in tbe power of his rival. ¡here 
is no proof that Quiroga proposed any immediate action, 
unless it be found in hls- understanding with the gov
ernors of the interior, and his indiscreet woros, repeated 
by both parties, thóugh the Unitarios did not dare to 
trust their cause to such hands, and the Federals looked 
upon him as a deserter from their ranks. 

While he thus gave himself up to dangerous indo
lence, the' serpeot which was to crush him in its folds, 
drew nearer and nearer. In the year 1833, Rosas, 
while nominalIy occupied with the glleat expedition, 
kept his army in the s.outh, and narrowly watched 

16 
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Buenos Ayres and the progress of Balcarce's govern
mento The province of Buenos Ayres soon presented 
a most singular spectacle. Imagine what would hap
pen if a large comet should approach the earth: first 
a general disturbance, then deep, far-off rumblings, 
then ·oscillations of the earth attracted from its orbit, 
then a mighty convulsion followed by the upheaval of 
mountains, and finally the deluge and chao s that have 
preceded the successive creations on our globe. Such 
was the influence exerted by Rosas in 1834. The gov
ernment of Buenos Ayres became more and more 
restricted, more embarrassed in its movement, more 
dependent on the "hero of the desert." Every commu
nication from him ~as a reproach to the governor, ex
orbitant requisitions for the army or some unprece
dented demando Soon the civil authorities lost all 
influence over the country population, aod complaint 
was made to Rosas, who was supposed to control the 
peasaotry; but in a short time the same disregard of 
authority spread rapidly over the city itself, until it 
became no uocommon thiog for armed meo to ride 
through the streets, now aod then firing upon the citi
zens. This disorganization of society increased .daily, 
and it was oot difficult to trace an influence from the 
camp of Rosas to the country districts, -from these 
to the suburbs of the city, and thence to a certain class 
of men within the city. The government of Balcarce 
succumbed to this power from without, and the parti
sans of Rosas worked hard to open the way for him, 
but the Federal party of the city made constant oppo
sltlOn. The chamber of representatives assembled in 
the midst of the confusion caused by the resignation 
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of Balcaree, and eh ose General Viamont governor, 
who readily aeeepted the office. 

For a short time order seemed to be reestablished, 
and the eity once more breathed freely, but soon the 
same confusion began again, and the same outrages 
were committed in the streets. Jt is impossible to 
describe the state of constant alarm in whieh the pe 0-
pIe lived during t",o years of this strange and syste
matie persecution. Frequently, without any apparent 
cause, peopJe were seen running through the streets, 
the noise of c10sing doors was heard from house to 
house; sorne whisper had passed around - some one 
had observed a suspieious looking group of men, or 
the c1atter of hoofs had been heard. 

On one of these oeeasions Quiroga was passing by 
a street, and seeing well-dressed men running without 
kno:wing for what, he looked contemptuously at a group 
of armed ruffians, and said, "lt would not ha ve been 
so, had 1 been here." 

"And what would you haye done, general ?" asked 
his companion, "you have no influence over" these 
people." 

Quiroga raised his h¡úid, and with flashing eyes, an
swered, " Look you, if J should go into the street, and 
say to the first man 1 met, • Follow me,' would he not 
follow? " 

There was sueh an overpowering energy in Quiroga's 
words, and his figure was so imposing, that they rarely 
failed to impreis strongly. 

General Viamont resigned at last, because he saw 
that he could not govern; that there. was a powerful 
hand llOlding the reins of the administration; and no 
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one could be found to succeed him, none dared accept 
the office. Afte\" awhile, however, Dr. Maza was 
placed at the head of the government, and as he was 
the old master and friend of Rosas, it was hoped that a 
remedy had been found for the eviJ. A vain hope, 
for the distress increased rather than diminished. An
chorena petitioned the governor to repress the social 
disorders, lrnowing that this was not in his power, that 
the police force would not obey; that the real power 
carne from without. 

General Guido and Dr. Aleorta, in the chamber of 
representa ti ves, earnestly protested against the violent 
commotion in whi<.:h the city was kept, but the evil still 
increased, and to aggravate it, Rosas, from his camp, 
reproaehed the governor with the disorders w hich he 
himself had fomented. l<'inally a committee of repre
sentatives went to olfer him the- government, saying 
that he alone eould put an I'nd to the sulfering whieh 
they had endured for two years. But Rosas refused, 
and then there were new commissions, and new per
suasions, until Rosas consented to do the people the 
favor of governing them, on condition that the legal 
term of three years should be extended to five years, 
and that the "highest publie pOlVer" should be given 
him; an expression invented by himself, he alone un
derstanding its meaning. 

In the midst of these arrangements between Rosas 
and the city of Buenos Ayres, news came of a difficulty 
between the governors of Salta, Tucuman, and Santi
ago del Estero, which might result in war. Five years 
had passed since the Unitarios disappeared from the 
political world, and two sinee the eity Federals had lost 
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their illfluence in the government, but had courage to 
exact conditions which made capitulation tolerable. 
While the "dt!!" surrenclered at discretion, with its 
institutions, its liberties, etc., Rosas was carrying on 
complicated machinations outside. He was evidently 
in communication with Lopez of Santa Fé, and there 
was even a conference between the two leaders. The 
govel'llment of COl"clova was under the influence of 
Lopez, who had placed the Reinafés at its head. Fa
cundo was now invited to go and use his influence to 
settle the difficulties which had arisen in the northern 
part of the Republic, no one else being chosen to aid 
him in this mission of peace. He refused at first, then 
hesitated, and finally accepted. 

lt was on the 18th of December, in 1835, that Fa
cundo took leave of the city, saying to his friends, " If 
1 succeed, you will see me again, if not, farewell for
ever." At the last moment this intrepid man was 
assailed by dark presentimerits; it will be remembered 
that something similar happened to Napoleon when he 
was leaving the Tuilleries for WaterIoo. 

He had scarcely mad~ half a day's journey when a 
muddy brook stopped his carriage. The travelling at
tendant came up and tried to get it over; new horses 
were put in, and every effort made to move the car
riage, but in vain, and Quiroga falling into a rage, 
ordered the man himself to be harnessed to the vehi
ele. His brutality and tel'rorism appcared again as 
soon as he fouiíd himself without the city. This first 
obstaele being overcome, he went on across the pampas, 
always trayelling until two o'elock in" the night, and 
starting again at four. ,He was accompanied by Dr. 
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Ortez, his secretary, and a well-knowll young man, 
who had been prevented from continuing the journey 
in his own carriage by the loss of a wheel soon after 
starting. 

At every post Facundo eagerly asked ho,," long it 
was since a courier from Buenos Ayres had passed; 
the usual answer was, "about an hour," afier which 
he called hurriedly for horses, and drove on rapidly. 
Their comfort was not increaseu by the rain, which 
feH in torrents two or three days. On entering the 
province of Santa Fé, Quiroga's anxiety increased, and 
it became absolute agony when, on reaching the post 
at Pavon, he found that the post-master was absent, 
and that there were no horses to be had immediately. 
His companions saw no cause fur this mood, and were 
astonished to find this man who was a terror to the 
whule Republic, a prey to what seemed groundless 
fears. 

When the carriage once more started, he muttered 
in a low tone to himseIf, " If 1 only get beyond the 
boundaries of Santa Fé, it is enough." 

At last they arrived at Cordova, at haIf-past nine at 
night, just an hour after the courier from Buenos 
Ayres, who had preceded themall the way. One of 
the Reinafés hastened to the post-station where Fa
cundo still sat in his carriage caIling for horses, and 
greeting him respectfuIly, invited him to pass the night 
in the city where the governor had aIready prepared 
for his reception. But to each renewed offer of h08-
pitality, Quiroga onIy answered by a caH for horses, 
until Reinafé retired mortified, and Facundo set -out 
again at twelve o'cIock at night. 
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Meanwhile the city of Cordova was filled with mys· 
terious rumors; the friends of the young man who had 
by chance come with Quiroga, and who stopped at 
Cordova, his native place, went to see him in crowds, 
seeming to be much astonished at finding him alive. 
They informed him that he had a narrow escape; that 
Quiroga was to have be en assassinated at a certain 
place; that the assassins were engaged and the pistols 
purchased; but he had escaped them by his haste, for 
the courier had scarcely arrived and announced his 
coming, when he appeared himself, frustrating all their 
plans. N ever was such a thing undertaken with so 
little secrecy; the whole city knew all the particulars 
of the crime intended by the government, and Quiro
ga's assassination was the only subject of conversation. 

Quiroga arrived at his destination, settled the diffi· 
culties between the hostile governors, and started back 
to Cordova, in spite of the reiterated entreaties of the 
governors of Santiago and Tucuman, who offered him 
a large escort, and advised him to return by way of 
Cuyo. It would seem that sorne avenging spirit made 
him obstinately persist in derying his enemies, ~ithout 
escort, and without añy means of defense, when he 
might have gone by the Cuyo road, disinterred his 
irnmense deposit of arms at Rioja, and armed the eight 
provinces which were under his influence. He knew 
all; had received repeated intimations in Santiago 
del Estero; he knew the danger he had escaped by 
his rapid' pro~;ess; knew the greater one which awaited 
him, for his enemies had not gi\'en up their designo 
" To Cordova !" he cried to the postilion, as if Cor
dova was to be the end of his journey. 
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Before they reached the post-station of Ojo del Agua, 
a young rnan carne out of the woods into the road, and 
asked at the carriage for Dr. Ortez, who got out and 
heard frorn the young rnan, that Santos Perez with a 
rnilitary company was stationed near a place called 
Barranca-Y acco ; that as the carriage passed they were 
to fire into it frorn both sides, and afterwards kili the 
postiliOlis; no one was to escape; the orders were 
positive. The young rnan, who had forrnerly been 
befriended by Ortez, now carne to save hirn, and had a 
110rse ready at a little distanre for hirn to ride. Tite 
secretary, astounded by this news, told Quiroga what 
he had heard and urged hirn to save himself. Facundo 
questioned the yoúng man again, and thanked hirn for 
the inforrnation, but told hirn he might make hirnself 
easy, adding in a loud voice, "The man is oot boro 
who wiII kili Quiroga; at a word from me to-morrow, 
that whole cornpany wiII put itself under my eommand, 
and escort me to Cordova." 

These words of Quiroga, whirh 1 have but recently 
learned, explain why he so straogely persisted io de
fYing death. Pride and faith in the terror of his name, 
urged him on to the fatal catastrophe. . 1 had already 
so aceounted for it in rny own mind, before 1 had the 
confirmation of his words. 

The night which the traveIlers passed at the post
station of Ojo del Agua, was one of great agony to the 
unhappy secretary, who was going to a eertain death 
without the half-savage valor and rashness whieh in
spired Quiroga; death never seems more terrible than 
when irnposed by the senseless bravado of a friend, and 
when there would be no dishonor in avoiding it. Dr. 
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Ortez took the post-master aside and asked him about 
the report he had heard, promising not to abuse his 
confidellce; he was told that Santos Perez had been 
tllere with his company of thirty men not an hour be
fore, and they were then stationed at the appointed 
place, fully armed; that al! who accompanied Quil'oga 
were to be killed, as Perez himself had said. This 
corroooration of the information before received did 
not alter the detel'mination of Quiroga, who, after 
taking a cup of chocolate, as usual, slept profoundly; 
unlike Ortez who lay awake thinking of his wife and 
cbildren whom he would see no more, and only beca use 
he could not ineur tbe charge of disloyalty to his friend, 
- a friend more to be feared than many enemies. At 
midnight, his agony becoming insupportable, he got 
up with a faint hope of receiving some comfort from 
the .post-master. But the man could only repeat what 
be had already told, and showed unfeigned anxiety 
himself, for, as he said, the two postilions he was 
obliged to provide would have to share.the same fate. 
Ortez then aroused Quiroga, and made one mqre at
tempt to dissuade him from his purpose, saying that he 
could not. accompany 111m if he persisted. Quiroga 
laughed at his fears, and gave him to understand tbat 
his own anger would be more dangerous than anything 
he could meet at Barranca-Yacco;' so that tbe unfor
tunate man could only submit. Quiroga then called 
his strong negro servant and set him to cleaning some 
arms; this Wali all he could btl induced to do in the 
way of precaution. 

Daylight carne at last, and the carnage started, ac
compaoied by two postillions, one of ",hom was a mere 
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lad and nephew of one of the company which lay in 
wait for them ; two couriers who accidentally joined 
the party, and the negro who went on horseback. 
They soon reached the fatal spot, two discharges were 
fired into the carriages from each side of the road, but 
without wounding any one; then the soldiers rushing 
up sword in hand, rlisabled the horses in a moment, 
and cut to pie ces the driver and couriers. Quiroga 
meanwhile put his head out of the window and said to 
the commander of the company, "What is all this?" 
His only answer was a ball through his head. Santos 
Perez then passed his sword several times through the 
body, and when the butchery was completed, had the 
carriage filled withO dead bodies, and dragged into the 
woods, with the murdered postilion still on his seat. 
The young lad alone was alive, and Perez seeing him, 
asked who he was. His sergeant replied, that the boy 
was a nephew of his, and that he would answer for 
him with his life. Without a word, Perez walked up 
to the sergeant, shot him through the heart, and then 
seizing the boy by the arm, threw him on the ground 
and cut his throat in spite of his childish cries fOl· 
mercy. Yet in after life the death cries of this lad be
camp, a pursuing torment to him, and sounded in his 
ears, sleeping or 'waking, wherever he might be. Fa
cundo had said of all the deeds he had committed, but 
one remorse troubled him, which was for the death of 
the twenty-six officers sl10t at Mendoza. 

This Santos Perez \Vas a gaucho-outlaw, celebrated 
in all the Sierra and city of COl·dova for the many 
murders he had committed, for his bold audacity and 
extraordinary adventures. While General Paz \Vas 
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at Cordova this man had gathered about him a large 
band of the most lawless men, and occupied one of the 
wild mountain districts. With higher ideas, he would 
have been equal to Quiroga, as it wai; he was only his 
assassin. Re was very tall, had a pale, handsome face, 
with a curly black beard. 

Perez was long pursued as a criminal by the govern
ment, and more than four hundred men were sent out 
to look for hirn. Once he· narrowly escaped being 
poisoned by Reinafé; at another time a party sent to 
take him was cornrnanded by an old mend of his, who 
sent for him under pretense of having sornething to 
say to him. Perez went down to him, saying, " Rere 
1 am, what is wanted?" and when the captain hesi
tated a moment with embarrassrnent, he turned on his 
heel, saying contemptuously, "1 knew you wanted to 
betray me, and only carne to make sure of it f" and 
before they could seize him, he had disappeared. After 
numerous escapes of this kind, he was at last delivered 
up to justice through a woman's revenge. Re had 
beaten his mistress one night, and when he haq fallen 
asleep, she went out and told sorne policemen where 
he was, ha\·illg first re~oved bis pistols from beside his 
pillow. Being suddenly awakened, and seeing him
self surrounded by armed· men, he reached out his 
arm, and then said, quietIy, "1 surrender, they have 
taken my pistols." 

An immense crowd assembled in the streets when 
he was Carriea into Buenos Ayres, and showered upon 
him every kind of abusive epithet, but he only held 
his head the higher, and murmured disdainfully, "If 1 
but had my knife." Re was followed with execrations 
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as he walked to the scaffold, and his gigantic form, 
like that of Danton, towered aboye thecrowd around 
him. 

The govemment of Buenos Ayres gave great soIem
nity to the exeeution of Quiroga's assassins j the blood
stained, ball-pierced carriage was long exposed to pub
lie view, and lithographs of Quiroga, and of those 
exeeuted on the scaffold, were distributed among the . 
people. But the impartial historian will one day ex
pose the real instigator of the assassination. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

FRIAR JosÉ FELIX ALDAO, BRIGADIER-GENERAL AND 

GOVERNOB. 

ON the 4th of February, 1817, the following inci
dent happened in a deep, narrow valley of the Andes, 
through which the river Acollcagua rnshes from rock 
to rock in its sudden descent. 1t was near sunset as 
the vanguard of the division, commanded by Colonel 
Las Heras, marched silentIy down the mountain to
\Yards Chili, by the rough, rocky road leading through 
Uspallata. The fort, known by the name of "La 
Guardia Vieja," was visible far down in the valley, and 
had the appearance of being entirely unoccupied, but 
a detachment of Spanish soldiers was concealed within, 
watching the approach of the insurgents, and prllpared 
for a combato PresentIy two discharges were fired 
from the fortifications';' a company of the eleventh 
rebel regiment immediately advanced, fixing, from the 
bank of the river to within twelve paces of the fort, 
while another defiled along the mountain side to pre
vent aH possibility of the escape of the Spaniards. A 
moment afterwards they carried the walls' at the point 
of the bayonet, and wherever the con test was most 
desperate, were seen Bashing the swords of thirty 
grenadiers, under Lieutenant José Aldao. Among 
these 'Yas a strange figure dressed in white, like some 
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phantom, and dealing blow after blow with wild fcroc
ity. This was tile chaplain of the division, who, 
carried away by excitement, had obeyed the order to 
charge, which, when given to the conquerors of San 
Lorenzo, \Vas sure to be followed by a battle in which 
JlO quarter \Vas given. 

When the virtorious vanguard returned to the forti
fied encampment occupied by Las Heras and the rest 
of the division, the cornmander saw by the blood-stains 
on the scapulary of the chaplain, that he had be en in
creasing the number of the dead instead of cornforting 
the dying, and signi~ed to him that he would do better 
to keep to his breviaryand leave the sword to warriors. 
The hot-tempered -chaplain could ill-brook this reproof, 
and turned hastily away with flashing eyes and com
pressed lips. On dismounting at his lodgings, he 
grasped the sword still hanging at his side, saying to 
himself, "W e shall see." Thus was formed an irrev
ocable resolution. That evening's combat had re
vealed his natural instincts in alI their strength, proving 
how little fitted he \Vas for a profession requiring mild
ness and brotherly love; he had felt the pleasure in 
shedding blood which is natural to those who have the 
organ of destructiveness strongly developed; war at
tracted him irresistibly; he wished to rid himself of 
the troublesome gown he \Vore, and to \Vin the laurels 
of the soldier in place of the symbol of humiliatioll and 
penitence; he therefore determined that he would be 
no longer a priest, hut a soldier, as were José and 
Francisco, his hrothers. The fear of scandal \Vould 
not deter him, fOl" he cuuld cite many examples- in his 
favor; the celebrated engineer Bcltran, who had lighted 
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with resinous torches the dangerous passes of the Andes, 
and \Vho afterwards prepared at Santiago congreve 
rockets to be throwll into the forts of Callao, was also 
a pl·iest who had laid aside the gown, finding that he 
was able to serve his country more effectualIy than the 
church. In all parts of America, especialIy in Mexico, 
priests and monks had led the insurgents, taking ad
vantage of the influence which their priestly office 
gave them over the common people. However, the 
chaplain Aldao was 110t troubled with a scrupulous 
conscience, and would not have been deterred from 
his resolution even without the excuse of such exam
pIes. He belonged to a poor, but honorable family of 
Mendoza, and had shown from his infancy such wilIful
ness and disregard of authority, that his parents edu
cated him for the priesthood, in the hope that its 
solemn duties would reform his evil tendencies; a fatal 
mistake, for his novitiate was, like his childhood¡ a 
continued course of violen~e and immorality. Not
withstanding this, he received sacred orders in Chili, 
in 1806, under the episcopacy of Meran, and th~ pat
ronage of the reverend father Velasquez, who assisted 
him at his first mass at-Santiago, and who was greatly 
scandalized. at seeing the newly made priest after the 
battIe of Chacabuco in military costume, and with the 
martial bearing of a soldier. .. Thou wilt repent of 
this," cried the good priest, in his horror at this profa
nation; but unfortuna,tely for the Argentine people 
the prophecy ~as not fulfilIed, for the apostate, though 
unmourned, died a natural death, and with the honors 
of a victorious general. 
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Colonel Las Heras, in his official report of the battle 
of La Guardia Vieja, made favorable mention of the 
priest, for capturing two officers, which, according to 
military rule, gives a c1aim to promotion; and con se
quently, the priest who had made his first experiment 
in fighting at Guardia Vieja, appeared at the battle of 
Chacabuco in the uniform of a lieutenant of grenadiers, 
and won a soldier's laurels. Though he could never 
rid himself of his priestly title, he soon proved in his 
ncw career that he did not wear the sword in vain, 
and became renowned as a formidable warrior and an 
implacable ellemy; known to the army and the public 
generally, as "El fraile," or the monk. 

1 will mention' one of the many remarkable deeds 
performed by him at that time. In the pursuit after 
the battle of Maipu, a Spanish grenadier of gigantic 
stature \Vas cutting his way through the surrounding 
enemies, and with each blow of his mighty sword 
stretching a lifeless body on the ground; the brave 
Lavalle attempted to approach him, but felt his eager 
valor cool whenever the confusion of the struggle 
brought them together. Aldao, seeing this, made his 
way up to the giant, and, ihstead of falling with the 
many other victims, beat aside the terrible sword and 
passed his OWD· again and again through the body of 
the huge Spaniard, amidst the loud acclamations of his 
party. 

But whatever honorable deeds in arms the recreant 
priest may have accomplished, his conduct would at 
any other time, or in any other circumstances, have 
coyered him with opprobrium. Freed from the re
straint hitherto imposed upon his inclinations by the 
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priestly office, eager for pleasul'e, and perhaps impelled 
to excesses by the necessity for excitement in which 
men often seek to drown any possible l'emorse for a 
wrong step in life, the monk hencefol'th became famous 
fol' his disorderly habits; his private Jife being devoted 
to intoxication, cards, and women. But pel'haps even 
these vices would have be en forgiven, had they Dot 
outlasted the first excitement of unrestrained youth, 
and followed him to the end of his life. He almsed 
even the largé indulgence with which his companions 
in arms l'egarded his conduct, and though his com
manders were very willing to make use of his courage, 
they took care to send him to a distance whenevel' it 
was possible to do so with advantage. Whatever differ
ences of opinion there may be among men, all feel a 
repugnance at seeing a priest stained with blood, and 
given over to intoxication and vice. 

Aldao had tbe rank of captain in the army which 
left Valparaiso under comm~nd of San Martin, to de
liver Peru from the Spanish dominion. . In that coun
try, where the main body· of Spanish forces was sta
tioned, the insurgent army needed auxiJiaries to harass 
the enemy on all si des, and act as reserve forces. For 
this purpose bands of guerrillas were organized in the 
mountains, which kept the royaJists in continual alarmo 
Tbese bands required bold, fearJess commanders, who 
would risk everything to attain their eDds, and who 
shrank from nothing, not even pillage and assassination. 
After tak'¡ng ll~rt in the con tests at Lacea and Paseo, 
Captain Aldao was sent to raise one of these bands and 
to act on his OWD responsibility, aR circul]lstances should 
8uggest: His own master, and within reach of no 

16 
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higher authority than himself, it can easily be con
ceivea that his violence and unrestrained passions found 
plenty of victims among a timia people quite incapable 
of resistancc. A characteristic incident soon happened. 
Alaao hall determined to defend with his troop of 
Indians the bridge of Iscuchaca, but at the approach of 
a detachmEmt of Spaniards, more than a thousand na
tives fled, thus losing their advantageous position, aud 
without resistance delivering to the enemy an impor
tant post. Their furious leader, unable to prevent 
their flight, fell upon them as upon a flock of sheep, 
ana did not cease slaying until a large heap of dead 
and wounded had fallen under the repeated strokes of 
his sword. However bloody might have been a con
test at the bridge, and however deadly the tire of the 
Spaniards; fewer Indians would have fallen than thus 
lay on the ground, the victims of one man's anger. 

The circumstances which occasioned the disbanding 
of San Martin's army, made it unnecessary for Aldao to 
remain longer in the· mountains, and with the rank of 
lieutenaut-colonel, he weut to Lima, where fortune 
favored him at cards, until he had gained a large for
tune, and then he left for Pasto. He there met a 
beautiful young girl of respectable family, with whom 
he became violently enamored, and who returned his 
passion. This' was no passing fancy, but a deep, last
ing feeling on both sides, only strengthened by the 
impossibility of a Jawful union, which would ever be 
prevented by his priestly vows. Fortunately for him, 
she was unselfish enough lo consent to be the mislress 
of a soldier whose epaulets could not conceal the stain 
of apostasy, and, leaving friends and country, she fled 
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with him where the humiliation of her social position 
would be less known. 

Aldao established himself at San Felipe, capital of 
the province of Aconcagua, where he became a mer
cbant, and lived respectably; but the unfortunate pair 
were conuemned to suffer the inevitable consequences 
of their fillse position, ami the church which he had 
repudiated, wuuld not quietly see him in the arms of 
another mistress. The curé Espinosa threatened to 
send him to' Santiago to the tender mercies of the 
order he had abandoned, and finaIly forced him to, re
move to Mendoza, his native place, and carry there the 
scanual of his unlawtill union. The church is ever 
bitter against those who have left her for social posi
tions. If the monk Aldao could have married lawfuIly, 
perhaps his passions might have been moderateu. by the 
pleas~res of home, and he might have been saveu from 
the crimes of his after-life. 

On recrossing the Andes, his reflections must have 
been strange, and anything but pleasant,. for the moun
tain ridge which separatedtwo provinces, was also a 
dividing line between tbe two phases of his existtmce : 
on one side he had been-the chaplain,-the Dominican 
friar,- on the other, he was the Lieutenant-Colonel 
Felix Aldao, with an unwedued wife at his side. The 
people of MendoiB, who had been accustomed to see 
him with gown and rosary, would now see him with 
sword and epaulets, and women and children would 
point mockin~l! at .. the Frail<l," a name which came 
to be a more painful wound than any received in bat
tle. He avoided society, and secretly nourished a sort 
of l;atred for alI mankind, which was ihe more bitter 
because suppressed. 
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On his arrival at Mendoza, in 1824, he took a farm 
at a little distance from the city, where he labored with 
commendahle industry and intelligence, and where the 
only drawback to his happiness was the remembrance 
of the detested tie which still bound him to the church. 
In this retirement AMao might have lived quietly to 
the end of his days, but unfortunately for ftimself and 
his country, echoes of arms and civil war once more 
resounded throughout the land, and he was drawn into 
that public life from which he was to escape only by 
death, loaded with cl'imes and pursued by endless 
maledictions. 

The elements of destruction existing in the Argen
tine Republic wel'e then in motion, and were soon to 
develop the cruel and despotic government which now 
crushes it. The brilliant but artificial govel'nment 
established by Rivadavia at Buenos Ayres, fascinated 
its irnmediate supporters, but provoked jealousies and 
opposition in the interior; divers ambitions were de
veloping: the Caudillos 1 were soon to appear; parties 
were just forrning; the envy excited by a rich, power
fuI city in her poorer neighbors, clamored- for a con
federation; Spanish prejudices caused many men to 
oppose all reform; the presidential government seemed 
to many a foreign domination; all was chaos; the 
clouds preceding the hurricane gathered darkly on the 
horizon, and as the terror of birds indicates a coming 
storrn, so the general uneasiness of men's rninds signi
fied that sorne mighty commotion was at hand. 

Snddenly the storrn burst upon San Juan with the 
cry of " Viva la Religion ! " The governrnent of Car-

1 Country Chiefs. 
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ril was overthrown, and in less than twenty-four -hours 
a fiddler had becorne a general, a lame cobbler was 
rnaking laws, and a clown deciding the fate of a coun
try. One Maradona, a pretended old noblernan, was 
found to give sorne show of deeency to the plebeian 
rnob; ando unfortunately, deluded priests, believing it 
to be a question of religion, placed the cross at the 
head of this insurrection, - the beginning of the long 
series of crirnes which brought thc Republic to its 
present condition of barbarismo Two hUlldred citizens 
f1ed to Mendoza, and besought aid frorn the brave 
soldiers who had returned frorn Chili and Pern, Felix 
Aldao arnong the resto He hesitated, and asked hirn
self why he should leave the asylurn in which both bis 
glory and his sharne were hidden; but finally con
sented, and under the comrnand of his brother José, 
rnarched to San Juan at the head of a cornpany which 
obtained an easy victory over the plebeian crowd, with
out a leader or officers cap~ble of directing its enthu
slasm. 

The Aldao brothers returned to M~ndoza covered 
with laurels, and provided by their friends with money 
obtained by exorbitant contributions imposed upon 
their enetnies. But the Aldaos had acquired in the 
expedition something more than fame and money,
the knowledge of their own power, - and formed a 
brotherly league for the purpose of obtaining their 
ends. AH three were coloncls, all brave, intelligent, 
and capable. 

This triu;nvirate has exercised a most pernicious 
influence in the· Argentine Republic, never yet fulIy 
appreciated. After reconquering Chili, San Martin 
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sent the first regiment of the Andp.s to San Juan with 
orders to mise a company of dragoons, and then to join 
the army which was to invade Peru. But José and 
Francisco Aldao with other rebels, executed a military 
maneuver which deprived the army of this expected aid. 
Most of the officers were assassinated, and the two 
regiments, not having succeeded in occupying Men
doza, where Colonel Alvarado and other forces of the 
army were stationed, :tttempted a disastrous retreat to 
Tucuman, and dispersed with the shame of having 
deserted their banners. 

The stragglers of the disbanded regiments, in pass
ing through Rioja, met with aman already conspicuous 
in the provincial!'ebellions, and whose llame was des
tined to become terrible in Argentine history. This 
gaucho witli keen black eyes, and a pale face, almost 
covered with a thiek, cu..Jy black beard, obtained from 
the deserters their arms. The dream of years was 
realized; Facundo Quiroga was in possession of arms, 
alld provincial barbarism, -the brutal passions of the 
multitude, plebeian ambitions and prejudices, tite thirst 
for blood and pillage, had at last their partisan, their 
gau<~ho hero, their spirit personified. Facundo Quiro
ga had arms, and men \Vould not be wa:nting; one cry 
from him resounding from forest to plain, would bring 
about him a thousand monnted gauchos. 

Ah! when wiII an impartial histor'y of the Argentine 
Republic be written? Ane! when will its people be able, 
without fear of -a tyrant, to read the terrible drama of 
the revolution, - the well-intentioned and brilliant, 
but chimerical gO"crnment uf Rivadavia; the power 
and brutal deeds of Facundo Quiroga; and the admin-
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istration of Rosas, the great tyrant of the ninetl~enth 
century, who unconsciously revived the spirit of the 
Middle Ages, and the doctrine of equality al'med with 
the knife of Danton and Robespierre, Had the de
fense of Montevideo gloriously ended the revolutionary 
period, we should have an epic poem in place of his
tory, and in forty years should have passed through aU 
the changes and elaborations which have been deveI
oped in Europe only with the lapse of many centuries. 
That we have made for ourseIves a military reputation, 
witness Brazil, Chili, Peru, Bolivia, and the Indians to 
the south of uS; our victorious arms have been carried 
to the farthest extent of the continent, We have had 
our institutions, and con tests of ideas and principIes. 
And our future destiny is foretold in our numerous 
rivers, the boundlcss pasturage of our plains, our iDl
mense forests, and a climate favorable to the produc
tions of tIJe whole world, If we lack an intelligent 
population, let the people of Europe once feel that there 
is permanent peace and fréedom in our country, and 
multitudes of emigl'ants w~)Uld find their way to a land 
where success is sure, N o, we are not lowest among 
Americans. Something. is to resuIt frolD this chaos ; 
either something surpassing the government of the 
United States of Nurth America, 01' something a thou
sand times worse than that of Russia, - the Dark Ages 
retumed, 01' political institutions superior to any yet 
known. 

José v-lId Francisco, afier bringing disorder into the 
army which ~:as to invade Pern, and exciting I'e\'olts 
in the interior, were taken pl'isoners and carried to 
Lima, where they wuuld have received punishment 
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for their mi~deeds, had not the monk, chief of the 
mountain guerrillas, appeared and interceded for them 
with San Martin, urging as a consideration his own 
past services. Francisco, after the battle of Agacucho, 
in which he served under Bolivar, returned to Chili, 
whcl'e he was engaged by Rivadavia's agents to go to 
Mendoza and organize a force to dislodge Faeundo 
Quiroga, who had taken possession of San Juan. For 
Quiroga, having heard something ofthe agitation among 
the Catholics, lost no time in raising a black flag with a 
red cross upon jt, and the words, "Religion or Death ! .. 
thOllgh it is very certain that he did nothing for the 
benefit of religion anywhere, and equaIly true that 
violen ce and death constantly followed his footsteps. 
1 t is singular to see how these restless Caudillos looked 
for sorne pretense to disguise their vague, undefilled 
ambition. 

A letter addressed to Quiroga by one of his parti
sans contains this statement: "We can't do anything 
more with 'Religion or Death,' general, it no longer 
makes an impression; c~nfeder(J:tion is the word for us 
now; let us have a Constitution, and we will carry it 
at the point of the bayonet." Yet Quiroga was assas
sinated while endeavoring to pursuade tlle Unitarios to 
join him for the. purpose of destroying Rosas and the 
Federals. 

Fi·ancisco Aldao arrived at Mendoza with ten thou
sand doIlars, which he had received beforehand for the 
enterprise against Quiroga; but a consultation with 
his brothers caused him to change his mind, and keep
ing the money, he joined with them in" formiog the 
military trio from which Mendoza suffered so many 
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outrages. From tbis moment tbe Aldaos labored se
cretIy for the attainlllent of their own ends, tbe field 
being open to aH unprincipled ambitions. They re
ceived an order to raise a regiment for the army of 
Brazil, and accepted it, with the intention of using the 
men for their own purpose. 

Their ambition,however, met with an obstacle in 
tbe person of a creole negrp. This slave, who early 
showed the talent not unf¡·equent in descendants ol" the 
African race, 'had been carefully educated by his own
ers, and was in condition to make use of his natural 
endowments when occasion required. He began his 
career as his master's assistant, and was rapidly pro
moted, until he became commander of a battalion, 
which brought him in contact with tha chief politicians 
of the time. Barcala was not only one of the most 
distinguished characters of the revolution, but his rep
utatjon was untarnished, and this could be said of very 
few in those lawless days. He was aman of refined 
manners, tastes, and ideas, and his snccess was owing 
to his own merito He never forgot his color and origino 
He acquired his fame in history through his rare"talent 
for orgaliization, and the gift which he possessed in a 
high degree of conveying ideas to tbe masses; tbe 
lower c1asses were transformed by the magic of his 
power; and the officers and soldiers of his training 
were remarkable for their good behavior, deceht dress, 
intelligence, and love of liberty. It was long before 
the impression made by Barcala in J.\¡.r.ndoza was 
effaced; and·in the revo]ution of 1840, against Rosas, 
a large battalion of infantry in Cordova still bore bis 
name upon their banner, and resisted llosas to the last. 
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He had been in Cordom in 1830, and hael inspired its 
artisans and laborers ",ith the love of liberty and equal
ality, in the broadest sense of these terms; and, though 
he was now dead, his ideas remained in the hearts of 
the people. 

Obscure men who rise to power through the chances 
of social revolutions, never fail to persecute in others 
the intelligence and knowledge which they llave not 
themselves; when the ignorant rule, civilization is 
brought down to their own level, and woe to those who 
rise aboye it, be it ever so little. In France, in 1793, 
the soyereign people guillotined those who could read 
and write as aristot:rats; in the Argentine Republic, 
men of culture ,~ere called savages, and had their 
throats cut, and though the name seems mere irony, it 
is something more when applied by the assassin, knife 
in hand. The Caudillos of the interior riel their prov
inces of al! lawyers, doctors, and men of letters; and 
Rosas pursued them even within the walls of the uni
versity and private schools. Those who ",ere ~lIowed 
to remain were such persons as could be useful in 
getting up a repetition of the government of Philip 1I. 
of Spain, and of the Inquisition. 

Barcala felt himself to be a gentleman, and united a 
spotless reputation to great professional knowledge, and 
a talent for strategy which placed him among officers 
of the first rank. He made himself famous in the 
army of Brazil, and Paz and other officers of note re
garded him with a respect amounting to veneration. 
Quiroga, who shot all the officers made prisoners at 
Ciudadela, spared him-the only one who had fought 
until the last of his men were surrounded, and retreat 
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was impossible. When offered his Jife on condition of 
servirrg under Quiroga, he 'accepted only with the 
understanding that he was not to 6ght against his own 
party; and in him Quiroga gained a whole army. 

Such was the man whom the Aldaos wished to put 
out of their way; not a very difficult undertaking, since 
Laval!e, the Aldaos, and Barcala himself were to unite 
in an expedition to overthrow Albin Gutierrez, w110 
had declared against the )lational government. Bar
cala and LavaIJe marched to join the arrny against the 
empire, and the Aldaos remained to oppress the peo
pIe, and give themselves up to the pIe asures of dissipa
tion. 

The triumvirate had made use of al! parties, and had 
served al! parties in order to rid themselves of influen
ti al men. The revolution in favor of the national 
government baving succeeded, tbey joined with Quiro
ga for the purpose of destroying it. The Constitution 
arranged by tbe Congress .of 1826, was offered for 
acceptance to the provinces. The agents of this Con
gress were received in a ratber singular manner by 
Quiroga in behalf of San Juan, whicb he tben occupied. 
Two 01' three hides, stretched over lances stuck down 
in tbe middJe of a c10ver field, formed a tent to protect 
this caliph of the faithful- tbis divinely commissioned 
helper - from tbe rays of the sun ; bere Facundo was 
Iying upon a black c1oak, dressed in a crimson chiripa, 
red c10th mantle, and untanned boots. 

Dr. Z:rvale~ Dean of the Cathedral, and agent of 
Congress, was received in this palace, and stood em
barrassed in the presence of the commander, who nei
ther m\,ved nor looked at him, until he ~tammered a few 
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words about his mission. Facundo then stretched out 
his hand, received the papel' containing the Constitu
tion, and wrote in the comer in scarcely legible char
acters, "Despachado," and there was an end of the 
matter.! 

In l\lendoza the result was no better. The agent 
from Congress pathetically expatiated upon the evils 
existing in the Republic, conjllred all patriots to unite 
under a constitution which would insure universal 
order and harmony of government; but there was a 
threefold ambition to satisfy, so he made his tOllching 
speech with tears in his eyes in vain, and returned 
withollt having accomplished anything. The Consti
tution met with the same reception everywhere; not 
from the people, who were allowed no voice in the 
matter, but from the Caudillos, who desired to retain for 
themselves entire liberty of action. The Constitution 
would have restrained them, whereas they reqllired an 
open field for their ambitions, and pretexts for war, -
religion, confederation, - anything to disgllise the uni
versal ambition. Thus the national government fell, 
and the celebrated Dorrego assumed tha government 
of Buenos Ayres. The old Unitarios could not under
stand that Dorrego, with all his ambition and his in
trigues, \Vas nevertheless the only person who IDight 
have organized the Republic under a parliamentary 
form, and prevented it from being brought by Rosas 
under the rule of a cruel despotism which was to 
destroy all civilization and prosperity. Dorrego owed 

1 Subsequent informntion makes it certain tho.t this scene wns but a 
rnytb of the time, Ibe only fact being thal Facundo thu9 dispos.d of lb. 
Constitution sent to bim. 
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his elevation to the parliamentary chamber and the 
press of the opposition party, and he would never have 
destroyed the powers which had defeated the former 
presidency; but all were overthrown when the gaucho 
of the pampas came into power, who understood Jittle, 
and cared less for liberty and individual rights. It 
was his way to accomplish his ends by cutting men's 
throats; and on this principIe the Republic is now gov
erned. 

The 1st. of'December, 1828, and the fatal victory of 
Navarro, taught the Caudillos their own po~er, and 
one and all prepared for the struggle - the Aldaos in 
Mendoza, and Facundo in the Llanos. A regiment of 
auxiliaries was put in training at Mendoza under com
mand of the monk-colonel, whose fame was not yet so 
great as that of his brothers. As soldiers of the War of 
Independence, they knew what discipline .can accom
plish, and the auxiliaries, thoroughly equipped and 
trained, occupied the right wing in the famous battle 
of Tablada, in which eight hundred veterans of the 
national army, commanded by the able General Paz, 
left three tbousand enemies dead, after a twd days' 
fight. Of the regiment of auxiliaries, sixty-five sur
vived, with their colonel, who was wounded in the side. 

While this monk-colonel was confined at San Luis, 
by his wound, he amused bimself. by reading atheisti
cal books, - an apparently insignificant fact, yet it 
would seem to prove that there was a struggle still 
going on in his conscience, of which he wouId fain have 
relieved him~elf. Quiroga, after the defeat, fled to the 
Llanos; Aldao naturally went back to his brothers. 
But many changes had taken place ín his absence: a 
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division fl'om· San J uall marching to Cordova, revolted 
on the way, and joined the Unitarios, who were gan
guine of success, but U11skilled in the art of war. The 
two Aldaos then at Mendoza, pursued them, amI after 
a few marches and countermarches, conque red them 
without firing a sbot. 

On returning to Mendoza, the victorious troops, 
hearing of the victory at Tablada, revolted and threw 
the power into the hands of the liberal party, which 
showed no more prudence than it had done at San 
Juan. These mistaken men persisted in immediately 
establishing their long-desired constitutional forms, re
spect for life being their great maxim, and parliament
ary discussion thei-r means of action. Their enemies 
took advantage of this illfatuation to ridicule them, and 
to endeavor again to overthrow their plans, while a 
magnificent system of government was maturing under 
the direction of General Albarado" 

The brothers José and Francisco were planning 
within their prison walls their reestablisbment in power;; 
while the monk presented himself in the neighborhood, 
and with sixty men and the use of skillful intrigues, 
opened a campaign against a government dependent 
upon a fanatical people, two thousand men under arms, 
and aman of reputation at its head. The prisoners 
soon escaped, and the discussion of terms of conciliation 
by the feeble government, gave time and resources to 
the Aldaos. The die was cast, and the fate of Mendoza 
was decided. A .month was sufficient for the army to 
be hemmed in, and even fired upon in the streets. 

Facundo Quiroga sent several hundred gauchos from 
Rioja to aid the three colollels of Mendoza, who had 
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assembled a considerable number of mountaineers~ The 
government troops were exasperated at the inactivity 
in which they were kept by Albarado, and rebelled, 
insisting upon being led to battle. Finally the very 
sufferings of those who had felt the power of the AI
daos aroused them, and they went out to seek their 
enemies. In" el Pilar," of sad memory, they found 
themselves surrounded, not having taken a good posi
tion. In the evening twenty thousand shots were fired, 
and a hundred cannonades were d:scharged by the 
sun'ounded troops, and the next day the firing contin
ued until twelve o'clock, yet they had not made their 
way out. The Aldaos lmew that the ammunition was 
exhausted, and entrenched their men behind breast
works. Messages from Quiroga urged them to make 
no treaty, and to promise nothing. "'Ve must," said 
he, "have as many enemies as possible to extort money 
from." But the people of Mendoza, hearing the inces
sant firing for two days, thought that by this time few 
survivors could remain, and the bereaved women ran 
through the streets entreating the príests and other 
infl.uential persons to separate the combatantS'. A 
committee of priests -approached the battle-field, se
lected neutral ground for a treaty, and it was agreed 
that all should submit to a government chosen by the 
people. The Aldaos must have lallghed at the sim
plicity of their enemies, who were already conquered 
and prisoners, and yet maintained the proud bearing 
of free .. citizens. But Providence did not permit the 
farce to be e~acted to the end, for it was to finish with 
a tragedy which filled even the actors with horror. 

It was about half-past three in thé afternoon when 
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the treaty was completed; the soldiers stacked their 
arms, officers collected in gl'oups congratulating them
selves upon getting out of the difficulty so easily. 
Francisco Aldao came into the enemy's camp, where 
he was cordially received, and in' the lively conversa
tion :which a1'ose, many a jest was exchanged by men 
who had formerly been friends. At this moment an 
emissary from the monk presented himself, and de
manded unconditional surrender, under pain of death. 
Cries of indignation burst from aU sides, and Francisco 
was loaded with the most bitter reproaches, but he said 
with quiet dignity, " Sirs, there is nothing in aIl this ; 
Felix has just dined, that is all." And he repeated 
these words with a-peculiar emphasis, at the same time 
sending an aide to inform Felix that he was there, and 
that the slightest manifestation on his part wouId, be a 
violation of the treaty. 

The alarm spread rapidly, however, the cry of trea
son arose throughout the camp, and the officers were 
in vain calling upon the men to forin, when six cannon 
balls were fired directly into the group in the midst of 
which Francisco Aldao stood. If the cannonade had 
been a moment later, José Aldao also would have been 
there, for he was just on the point of starting, when he 
was surprised by the discharge, and exclaimed, " That 
is the work of Felix, - he is drunk!" This was but 
too true, the ~onk was intoxicated, according to his 
usual afternooIl custom; only a few days before they 
had beenobliged to keep him in bed to save him from 
sorne gaucho enemies while in this condition. 

Confusion prevailed everywhere, and reached its 
height at the approach of the Auxiliaries of Don Felix, 
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and tbe Blues from San Juan. A moment aft~r tbe 
monk himself carne into the camp, and seeing a dead 
body Iying upon a can non wrapped in a cloak, a vague 
presentiment induced him to command the face to be 
uncovered; even then the fumes of the ",ine prevented 
him from recognizing it, and his attendants tried to 
make him withdraw, before he should perceive that it 
",as his brother; hut he again demanded sternly, 
"Who is it?" At the same instant he recognized 
Francisco, andstruck his head violently with his fist, 
as if awakening out of a dream. W oe to the con
quered! The carnage commenceu, and he cried with 
a hoarse voice to his men, " Slay! sIay them !" while 
he killed tbe defenseIess prisoners about him. Tbe 
officers were all cut down or left wounded and muti
lated, without arms, without hands. Day closed before 
the butchery ceaseu, and the troops returned to the 
city, but every shot which broke the silence of the 
night, announced an assassination or the breaking open 
of sorne door. When the f'ollowing day dawned, the 
pillage was still going on, and the sunlight revealed 
the outrages of the night. 

The actors in this frightful tragedy were themselves 
stunned with the horror of their own work, and the 
monk became aware of all that he had done, and the 
death of his brother whom he bad sacrificed. But he 
was not aman to show bis remorse, and if he felt any 
he sought to stifle it by delivering himself up to intoxi
cation an,d still further outrages. Tbus the evil pro
pensities wbieh had been for a time under restraint, 
broke forth again ;' and revenge for his brother's death 
was an excuse for every excess. He ·had caused all 

l7 
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the officers to be put to death on that uncontested bat
tle-field; the next day he ordered the execntion of all 
the sergeants, and on the next the corporals. Every 
time he !>ecame intoxicated lIis thirst for blood returned 
with redoubled fury, and there are still persons alive 
who, heard him give orders for various assassinations, 
with minute directions as to the manner in 'which they 
were to be accomplished; that at such a spot, at su eh 
an hour, the legs of a certain victim were to be cut off; 
in another case the tongue was to be cut out, and in 
another the face was to be so mutilated as not to be 
recognized. Such deeds of barbarity were then un
heard of and surpassed all imagination, but now they 
are common enough, and Buenos Ayres, Tucuman, 
Cordova, and Mendoza, have become familiar with still 
greater atrocities. Terror had then paralyzed the peo
pIe, and when Quiroga arrived, he found it easy to 
obtain all the money he desired. There is still in ex
istence an order which he drew upon the government 
for the payment of his gaming debts; for wherever he 
went the silence imposed by the terror of his name was 
only disturbed by rumors of punishments and execu
tions for the purpose of obtaining means to carry on 
his' games at the card-table. Mendoza remained under 
this evil influence, and a large army was prepared to 
resist General Paz. 

During the monk's rage for blood, his wife or mis
tress saved the lives of many yictims. His brother 
José, more considerate and more humane than himself, 
also tried to appease his fury, but with each evening 
carne .intoxication and unpremeditated outrages. From 
this time AJdao lived in a state of continual alarm, em-
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bitter~d by that horror of himself which was the only 
punishment he received in this world; for while his 
Jess criminal brother José was assassinated, he died a 
natural death, feared and obeyed to the last. But 
Providence works in secret and he will sureJy meet 
his deserts. 

A new army commenced another campaign against 
General Paz. Aloao hao filled up the vacal1cies in his 
compal1y of auxiliaries, and Facundo had gathered an 
undiscipJined _ crowd of four orfive thousand meno 
Aldao was accompanied by Don José Santos Ortiz, 
who was intrusted with the mission (Jf trying to induce 
Quiroga to join with Paz in carrying on the war with 
Buenos Ayres, and it seems that Quiroga carne near 
accepting the proposition. Paz on his part sent Major 
Pawnero,l a young man whose intelligence equaJed his 
bravery, to make proposals of peace to Quiroga. But 
Quiroga's pride urged hirn to wipe out the mortifica
tion of his defeat at Tablado. The battle of Laguna 
Larga taught Quiroga that- his heavy cavalry charges 
couJo not be always relied upon; a simple maneuver of 
the infantry on the other side decided the victorJ', and 
Quiroga fled to Bueno~ Ayres, leaving on the field his 
infalltry, artillery, and baggage. During the pursuit 
of the fugitives, a stout man whose weight had ex
hausted his horse, was oyertaken and thrown down by 
a lance. A soldier was about to rnake an end of him, 
when he cried, .. Do not kili me, it is important to the 
natioll that 1 should be taken alive to General Paz. 1 
am Genéral hldao." 

An officer took charge of him as far as Cordova, 

1 Now candidate for lb. Vice-Preeidency of lbe nepnblic, 1868. (En.) 
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where a humiliating reception awaited him. Sorne 
offieers from Mendoza, earried away by their desire 
for revcnge, made him en ter the town rnounted upon a 
wretched animal, exposed to the insults of the people. 
"-W reteh !" they shouted, "thou hast brought de
struetion upon thy country !" "1 have al so brought 
it mueh glory," replied the prisoner, with dignity, for 
the insults of his enemies had resto red all his courage. 
He was then carried to prison, where he might reflect 
upon his past deeds in silence and solitude, and tbe 
retrospection became so intolerable tbat he excited the 
contempt of bis jailers by bis terror and childish exhib
itions of alarm. He implored every one who carne 
near him to tell_him if anything was said about bis 
death, and the ordinary noises about the prison filled 

. him with fears, until at last he could no longer sleep 
at night, and never ceased his suspicious watch upon 
his jailers. Some priests undertook to reconcile him 
with the church, and whether through fear, or real 
repentance, he eagerIy acceded to their propositions. 
One day while listening to Don José Santos Ortiz, he 
happened to look at a sentinel before his door, who 
knowing the terror he \Vas constantly in, maliciously 
passed his hand across his own throat with a significant 
motion, and AIdao throwing the breviary from him, 
cried, " They will kill me to-day !they will kili me!" 

His companion tried in vain to tranquillize him, by 
representing that he wouId have to be tried and legally 
condemned before he could be executed; he only be
carne the more agitated, saying, "Ah, you have not 
done what 1 have done!" The soldier who had been 
famous for his bold, reckless audacity, did not dare to 
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look death in the face, and showed the eowardice of a 
ehild. 

In the mean time the people of Mendoza had again 
tbrown off the yoke of tbe tyrants. Don José Aldao, 
unfortunately for bimself, conceived the idea of escap
ing to the south, and trusting in tbe faith of the In
dians; but the perfidious savages, having invited him 
and aH his principal officers to a consultation, snrrounded 
tbem; and though Don José succeeded in killing their 
c11ief, he andhis friends, to the number of thirty, were 
all slain. 

The people of Mendoza whom the monk A1dao had 
so terribly wronged, petitioned General Paz to deliver 
him up to them - and 1 mean the people in the larg
est sense of tbe word, for aH had suffered 'by him more 
or less, and the eraving fol' revenge seemed to be a 
disease which seized upon the whole eommunity. No 
punishment could be invented severe enough for him ; 
but at least a gaHows shou~d be erected for him in the 
field of Pilar, and it should be high enough for all the 
eity to see him expire in the midst of their exeel'ations. 
One committee after another was sent to COl'Jova to 
press their c1aim to thellrisoner, as one eonnected in a 
peculiar inannel' with Mendoza, but General Paz was 
deaf to all these entl'eaties, and fol' the time there was 
still a chanee that Aldao might sorne da)' escape from 
his prison. 

The wal' recommeneed about this time, and an 
aeeident wl\Í~h only an Al'gentine ean understand, 
took General Paz from the bead of bis army. Having 
drawn up his men in a ('lose column l he rode forward 
to a srnall eminenee to l'econnoitre, when, seeing a 
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company of mountaineers coming out of the woods 
hard by, he supposed them to be sorne of his own troops 
whom he had disguised as gauchos, and commanded an 
aide to go and give them the necessary orders. The 
aide obeyed unwillingly, being somewhat suspicious of 
thenew comers, and as he neared them was instantly 
shot, while at the same moment Paz was caught in a 
lasso, thrown from his horse, and was instantlv in the 
hands of his enemies. The army, deprived of the com
mander whose presence always insured victory, re
treated to Tucuman, and sent into the city for the 
prisoners. 

A squadron of cuirassiers had formed in the square 
at Cordova, in frónt of the state-prisons, from one of 
which carne frightful groans, breaking the silence of the 
night, and exciting the compassion even of the oldest 
veterans. The prisoner of Laguna Larga, the soldier 
of the War of Independence, was on his knees, under 
the influence 01' unmanly fear, groaning and sobbing 
in the belief that these nocturnal preparations were for 
his death; the officer who went in search of him found 
him with a wafer, which he had consecrated, and held 
in both hands as a protection against his executioners. 
The prisoner, in his hour of need, had resumed his 
priestly offices, 'and the theologians of the university 
of Cordova had a long diseussion upon the efficacy of 
the consecration of the \Vafer as performed by him. 
Being quieted with much difficulty, the miserable man 
followed the army to Tucuman, and after the defeat at 
Ciudadela, he accompanied the fugitives to Bolivia, 
where they set him at Jiberty. Here ends one of the 
most eventful periods in the Jife ofDon Felix, the only 
one of the trio then alive. 
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The battle of Ciudadela left the Rep,ublic once more 
at peace after the long previous struggle. The men 
who had been in favor of confederation had triumphed 
everywhere, from Buenos Ayres to Tucuman, and were 
now about to establish their form of government and 
to reconstruct the Republic. But instead of this, Fa
cundo established a card-table in every city he visited; 
and with six hundred thousand dollars obtained by the 
year's conquests, went to Buenos Ayres to become the 
victim of another commander more astute than him
self, who bad determined to dispose of any roan in the 
country who could in any way be his rival. The saroe 
indifference to the real interests of the people was man
ifested everywhere, and this state of things continued 
until 1840, though within the ten years Rosas estab
lished his power over the caudillos of the interior, while 
allowing them a nominal authority. The cities hoped 
than Facundo would reconstruct the Republic -a vain 
hopeo They are now hoping that Rosas wiII be merci
fuI to thero if he succeeds i~ getting rid of his enemies. 

Don Felix returned toMendoza in i832, and on his 
way through Rioja had an interview with Facundo, who 
had with him the noble Barcala. Aldao's first words 
were, .. \Vhen are you going to shoot that negro?" 
Quiroga frowned and seemed ill-pleased; in fact he 
showed a haughty contempt for the monk, and wrote 
to the officers at Mendoza not to admit him into the 
army. But whell Aldao presented himself, his per
sonal iflfluepce was still too strong to be resisted, and 
the governor receiveu him with ofl~rs of assistance, and 
bestowed upon him the title of cornmander-general of 
the frontier. He accepted the office; demanding at the 
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same time that his salary shonld be paid from the date 
of his imprisonment at Tablado; he was evidently de
termined to secure for himself a comfortable and per
manent establishment - the condition of the country 
see.ming to promise ppal"e and quiet for the presento 

He took up his quarters in one of the sonthern forts, 
provided himself with a body-guard, and sent for a 
coarse, ignorant woman, by the name of Dolores, with 
whom he had become enamored in Rioja. :Mendoza 
had for sorne time witnessed the jealous rivalry of his 
Lima mistress and this Dolores, and the !atter being 
finally victorious, her rival went back to Chili, leaving 
two ilIegitimate children. An unfortunate influence 
for the people wa~ this utter disregard of morality
vice in its most repugnant forms, - an apostate priest, 
unchaste women, ilIegitimate children, whose ilIegal 
birth was also sacreligious. Aldao omitted no cares for 
his personal safety, and his body-guard never left him 
for a moment, not even when he sat at the card-table ; 
and the fort from hall to cellar was one constant scene 
of dissipation. Excitement became more and more 
necessary to him, and when he visited the city he 
ordered preparations for card playing as if it were a 
regular part of public affairs. 1t is impossible to give 
an idea of the degradation into which this man had 
fallen, his debasing pleasures and entire forgetfulness 
of business. 1t is true that neither the Aldaos nor 
Quiroga ever rea]]y governed; they left to others the 
labors of the administration, while they reserved for 
themselves aH the power. 

Don Felix now governed Mendoz,"l, through nominal 
governors who dared not displease him in anything; 
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and his most casual remark uttered in his own fOTt, was 
enough to affect the government, and often became an 
absolute law. And this lasted for ten years, until con
stant intoxication brought his life to an end. 

In 1832, Rosas prepared an expedition to the south, 
and invited the caudillos of the interior to cooperate 
with him for the protection of their respective frontiers, 
hoping by this means to make the pretext of an attack 
on the Indians cover an extensive military combination 
which he meant to use for his own elevation to power. 
Don Felix induced one tribe to attack another tribe, 
and deliver them prisoners to his troops; both tribes, 
however, united while on the way, and after putting to 
death sixty of the Mend07.3 soldiers, f1ed to the deserto 
Aldao followed and exterminated them, and this was 
al! that was accomplished by the famous expedition ; 
but Aldao made by it a valuable acquisition. Among 
the soldiers of his division was one Rodriguez, aman of 
great bravery, whom he took under his especial pro
tection, and promoted to the command of a squadron. 
The monk was then becoming stout, "incapable of ac
tion, and given up to intoxieation, so that he would 
have been unable to sustain his power and rcputation 
but for this Rodriguez, who, by proxy, still maintained 
the terror of his name. 

Rosas having obtained absolute power in 1833, care
fully studied the eapaeities of the various caudillos of 
the interior, that he might quietly bring them under 
submission; and this conquest of the provinces is one 
of the great~st aets of diplomacy accomplished by him. 
SOOIl afterwards he won over the auxiliaries of San 
Juan; had Quiroga put to death; got rid of his own 
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t@ols, the Reinafés; deposed Cullen, of Santa Fé, and 
then had him shot; and made Benavides governor of 
San Juan in place of Yanzon. Barcala, the virtuous 
Barcala, was shot by the'monk, who "'as now in the 
pay of Rosas. Brizuela, of Rioja, unrivaled for his bru
talit,y, was kept in cornmand, notwithstanding the zeal 
of Benavides, his neighbor. Ibarra had quietly gov~ 
erned Santiago del Estero for eighteen years. In short, 
everything was arranged for the decline of the Repub
lie into barbarism, ",hen the despotic power of Rosas 
would be eonfirmed. Unfortunately there was no 

. conneeted plan of resistanee, no un ion, no leaders. 
Rosas. had forbidden the passage of couriers throughuut 
the interior, and the general want of eonfidence made 
any agreement between the eities impossible. The 
rebellion broke out, and the provinees joined in it one 
after another, but in the end were al! foreed to yield, 
paralyzed by the horrol's of unheard-of outrages. Never 
was a revolution more universal or more ineffectual. 
Rosas would have lost his cause but fOl' the weakness 
of his ene mies. 

Alelao together with Benavides now started on a 
campaign against Brizuela, who, unfOl·tunately for the 
honor of their cause, had joined the patriots. It is 
hardly to be believed that a man in his position should 
make sueh a brute of himself as to remain intoxieated 
for six months at a time, without once seeing the light 
of day, or being for a moment in condition to reeeive 
the ambassadors from the different governors, or even 
Lavalle himself, ",ho waited several days in vain for 
an audience. And Aldao behaved in the same way at 
San Luis, only not quite to the same extent. 
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The appearance of a srnall force commanded by the 
brave young Alvarez, caused the division of Benavides 
to disperse; while the monk retreated, and by a rapid 
march reached Mendoza in time to put down the re
beHion of the 4th of November. The people looked 
for nothing else than a repetition of the slaughter of 
1829, but Aldao contented himself with sorne persecu
tion and imposition of taxes. His rage for shedding 
blood seemed to ha ve ceased, and from this time no 
such wholesale murders would have taken place in 
Mendoza but for his disciples, who had profited but too 
weH by his former example. 

Aldao again joined Benavides, and with him con
quered Brizuela, both of them then taking up quarters 
in Rioja, in order to intercept the army under Madrid, 
which was approaching from the north. 

One day the news carne to San Juan that a division 
from Tucuman was near at hand, and eight hundred 
men went out to meet thel.ll, but were repulsed. Then 
Acha, the immortal Acha, went with a handful of men 
to meet the united forces of Benavides, Aldao, and 
Lucero, amounting in all to twenty-five hundred men, 
with four pieces of arti1lery; and this battle of Angaco 
is the one glorious event amidst the errors, failures, 
and defeats of that periodo 

Acha's men were only about four hundred, little 
disciplined, and unacquainted with the country, but to 
make up for these disadvantages, he had with him a 
number of .truly patriotic young men of high standing 
in, the army, and their enthusiasm gave to the little 
company the strength of double their number. As the 
troops of the enemy quietly took their position, Acha 
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stood playing with a little switch, and with a smile 
which was habitual with him, pointed to the' enemy 
and cried, .. Rascals ! now for real work!" The 
battle commenced, and a deadly firing was kept up 
for five long hours, the infantry of Benavides being 
within three yards of Acha's company; foY· Aldao had 
fled, leaving his companion to take care of himself. 
The young Alvarez, who was seriously wounded early 
in the con test, left a vacancy which could not be filled ; 
and presently, when the men became discouraged and 
wavered in their resistance, he had his wound hastily 

'bandaged and retumed to his place, animating his 
soldiers by his eager enthusiasm, till they rushed again 
into the fight withoi'edoubled ardor. As evelling carne 
on, a1l arder seemed lost, and each man fought on his 
own account; little groups of cavalry, of ten, twelve, 
or twcnty rnen, charged upon the enemy from all 
directions, and at last when the noise lessened some
what, and the smoke of the powder cleared away, Acha 
found, not without sorne surprise, that he had won the 
day. "\Vith his usual smile, he congratulated his weary 
soldiers, saying, .. Did 1 not say there would be sorne 
work worth seeing?" It is a pity that this rernarkable 
man should have somewhat lesscned his reputation by 
a foolish carelessness, which at last cost hirn his Jife. 
On the other hand, Benavides gained his reputation by 
an act of bravery which would have done honor to any 
general in the army. 

The victory of Angaco might have been the means 
of saving the Republic, had Acha done justice to the 
bravery and self-possession of his enemy. Benavides, 
thus conque red by a handful of men, returned to San 
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Juan ~ithout showing the least discouragement, though 
his best officers had fallen, and all his stores were at 
the mercy of his victorious rival. He was retreating 
without haste to l\:Iendoza, when he met a small rein
forcement, and with this aid, little as it was, he con
ceived the possibility of a triulllph, and determined to 
take immediate advantage of circumstances. Hastily 
returning, tberefore, he attacked his unsuspecting con
querors, and after three days of vain resistance, took 
Acha bimself prisoner, thus recovering al! that he had 
lost, and winning as great renown as the batde of 
Angaco had given to his prisoner. When :Madrid had 
been deprived of his vanguard, of the recruits which 
San Juan might have furnished, and of the chivalrous 
Acha,-a host within himself,-it was easy to strength
en the forces of Rosas under command of Pacheco. The 
battle of Rodeo del Medio was a corollary of the tri
umph at San Juan, and entirely owing to Benavides. 

As to Aldao, his cowardly flight from the field of 
Angaco, had placed him in- a humiliating position; all 
his former military fame seemed to ha ve been trans
ferred to Benavides, and "in his own province -,he was 
regarded with open c0!ltempt. He made a journey to 
Buenos Ayres for the purpose of complaining to his 
master, and was rewarded by a magnificent reception. 
But this was followed by no attention from Rosas; he 
waited many months witbout obtaining an interview, 
and was then obliged to return to his own territory, 
which the army of Rosas had in the mean time despoiled 
of al! irÍlplernents of war. Henceforth Aldao had DO 

other power than that obtained through Rodriguez and 
bis band; this, however, was enough to enable him to 
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rule Mendoza, \Vhich hall learned by years of oppression 
to sllomit to him. Rosas had placed all real power in 
the hands of Benavides, whose prudence as well as 
bravery enaoled him to keep it. The rivalry between 
these two comman'ders was encouraged by Rosas, as it 
insured his own safcty. 

Hllre ends the public career of Don Felix Aldao; 
the rest of his lite was only the gradual decay of a 
constitution broken by dissipation and the hardships of 
\Val', imd to the end he was pursued by the scourge of 
his own conscience and the maledictions of the peopIe. 

His harem had oeen increased by the acquisition of 
new mistresses; and the immoralitills and scandaI of 
his private life formed the common topic of convcrsa
tion, where the shameful rivah'y of these dE'graded 
\Vomen \Vas openly exposed; and they not only taunted 
each other with their degradation, but laid violent.hands 
on one allother in the streets. And this state of things 
\Vas the more abominable beca use the administration 
of the govemment was affected by it. N either justice 
nor satety even was to be expected for those who 
'ShOllld happen to offend the reigning favorite of the 
monk, and it was quickly known when a change of 
dynasty had taken place in the seraglio. Ladies of the 
6rst families suffered outrageous punishments for not 
treating these women with respecto One young girl 
was seated on amule .and whipped through the streets 
for speaking slightingly of one of the mistt'esses; and 
the principal inhabitants of Mendoza were compelled 
to meet them at a ball, \Vhere the young men strove 
for the honor 01' dancing with the coarse creature Do
lores, who was the favorite at that time. On the death 



ALDAO'S HARE~[. 271 

of one of the iIlegitimate ehildren, Montero, the ehief 
of the poliee, made the anouncement publicly, inviting 
the citizens to attend the funeral, and the principal men 
()f the place bore the eoffin, whieh was riehly decorated 
and aeeompanied by the ehief magistrates, ",ho walked 
before and behind it, while a military proeession fol
lowed. 

When Aeha and Benavides were fighting at San 
Juan, Montero eonducted Dolores to the barracks at 
Mendoza, where she aided him in arousing the enthu
siasm of the troops destined to march, by showing them 
Aldao's ehildren, and eaJling upon them to support and 
aid theh' general. "\Vhat a loss this general was to 
Rosas! Montero only could supply his place. Rosas 
needed just such men to maintain quiet in the prov
in ces. AII the governors had some peculiar qualities 
by whi~h they served the ends of the man whose tools 
they were. Brizuela was a sponge with vast eapaeity 
for imbibing brandy, a sort of wine-bottle, who governed 
admirably in Rioja. Sorne left the people to take eare 
of themselves while they got up cock-fights and races ; 
others shut up the government offiees and passed 
months WithOllt making a decree 01' llsing any admin
istrative forms whatever; others let things slide on 
easily, tolerating everything, but an intelligent lawyer 
01' judge. They all involuntarily agreed upon one 
point, the gradual disappearance of the publie roads. 
Highwaymen beeame numerous, sehools were closed, 
trade languished, the administration of justice was 
given up tu stupid 01' ignorant men, the press was filled 
with 1I0thing but fulsome praises uf the .. Restorator ;" 
manners were fast declining towards barbarism, learn-
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ing was d(,'pised, talent perseeuted, and ignorance be
carne a title to honor. And these govcrnors Jid well 
in acting tltus if tltey desircd to remain in fuyor, for 
whoever showed any real capacity, or any interest in 
promotillg the public welfare, was soon put out uf the 
\Vay. The Dictator had arisen to powcr through lhe 
barburism of the people; anJ the poverty and ignorance 
of the provinces secureJ him from all dangerous 0ppo
SltIon. The best governed of the cities searcely per
ceived the gradual decline, for despotism, even under 
its most favorable circumstances, is for a people \Yhat 
phthisis is for the body; the patient feels no pain, eats, 
sleeps, and enjoys himself withont care; it is only the 
physician who se es .death surely approaching. Rosas 
assumed for himself the care of thinking {or all; he 
must be thehead, and the goveruors of the provinces 
the arms, hauds, and feet, to execute his will; each 
member to be used, according to iti; capacity, for any
thing but thought in behalf of the Republic: the con
struction of the government was to be his own \York. 

The life of Felix Aldao was now drawing to a close. 
For ayear before his death he was troublecl with a 
cancer on his face, which eat into his nose and eyes, 
until he became partially blind; while the odor was so 
oflEmsive that his companions at the card-table could 
hardly endure it. His temper did not improve with 
sickness, and he became so sus pi ciou s of the physicians 
who attended him that they were obliged to flee, feel
ing that their lives were in danger. During this year 
of illness no one dared to propose a temporary gov
emor, fol' those untortunate people had come to believe 
that the government belonged of right to the caudillos, 
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and tllat it would be treason to question their capabil
it)", ewn whcn ilI. Aldao govcrned Mendoza to the 
last, and that without attending to anything but his 
own health. As his death approached, he would not 
remain alone for a moment, tormented as he was by 
the terrors of his imagination, and a number of the 
citizens were obliged to take tl1rns in watching with 
him. 0ne night he sprang from his bed and J'ushed in 
among them with a pair of pistols in his hands. They 
without waiting to see that the wl'etched creature was a 
prey to his own fears, and not attacking them, Hed out 
of the house and the town, and couId with difficulty be 
induced to return the next day. And these were the 
citizens of the Argentine RepubIic who had oftended 
other states by their arrogant pride! These were the 
people who had irritated Bolivar by their overbearing 
manners! And now they stumbled over one another 
in their haste to run away from a sick monk ! 

At length, after months of acute suffering, tlle can
cel' caust:d the bursting of a" vein, and the hemorrhage 
continued until he expil'ed on the 18th ·of January
in retribution perhaps for the bIood of the people which 
had Howed without sti(l~ at his command. Some say 
that .he went back to the church and died penitent, 
Ieaving a Iarge part of his wealth to the Dominican 
order, to which he had beIonged. According to the 
oLitual'Y notices he made Rosas his testamentary exec
utor; as the Roman pl'oconsuls, dying in the provinces 
of the empire, used to leaye. their wealth to the em
peror, togetIul'l" with tbe govemment of tlle provinces. 
Thcse two contraclictory statements prove at Ieast one 
tbing, tbat at bis death there was still a qnestion whether 

18 
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he was a monk 01' a general, but that matters little to 
him now. \Vith the money acquired by oppressing 
the people of Menuoza, he left ahorne for each of his 
three families. 

With so much that \Vas bad, this lDan must have had 
sorne' good qualities, for he had friends whose affection 
was never weakened by absence 01' death, and no one 
who inspired such devotion could be wholly bad. He 
was al so beloved by his soldiers, man." of whom re
mailled with him for years. He was in the habit oi" 
sending large supplies of grain to the poor people south 
of Mendoza; and whenever he learned of the arrival 
of the Chilian families who frequently emigraled to 
Mendoza, he supplied them with provisions until they 
could establish themselves. And, lastl)", those who 
saw him intimately, say that he was extravagalltly 
fond of his children, whose caresses \Vere his greatest 
pleasure. 

The family of Aldao is now represented by the 
acknowledged children of three women, some other 
natural children, and the legitimate. oflspring of his 
brother Don José. AH the Aldaos had met with a 
tragic enJ, though that of Felix was the least so. AU 
Mendoza followed his body to the church within which 
he was buried. , That evening the Almeda was crowded 
with persons of both sexes; until then, this promenade, 
the scene of much bloodshed when Pacheco was there, 
had been entirely unfrequented. 

Tha only bellefit which Mendoza received during 
the rule of this governor, was the settlement of ils 
southern frontier by emigrants u·om Chili, who col
lected in villages under the protection of the fort of 
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San Carlos, the habitation of Aldao, who always en
couraged tbis emigration. 

Mendoza is now witbout a governor; it remains to 
be seen w ho will obtain possession of it. When Rosas 
heard that the monk was about to die, he sent a sister 
of his with her husband; who was pbysician and also 
secretary for Aldao. After his death, when the choice 
of a new governor was discusserl, Rodriguez was in 
favor uf the secretary, but the people preferred a native 
ofthe city. 

1 have now concluded my self-imposed task, with 
the fear of not having be en sufficientIy impartial; yet 
it is rny rnisfortune if the facts are not strictly correcto 
1 have carefully consulted both his friends and ene
mies, and tbe uld soldiers wbo were witb him at the 
beginning of bis career. 1 bave thrown ;¡.side al! that 
seemed doubtful, and endeavored to moderate every
tbing that was exaggerated. For the rest, the life of 
such aman, who took part in so many political changes, 
should be brought before tbe public by a more power
fuI pen tban mine. The biography of these tools of a 
ruler, shows what means he employs, and the end at 
wmch he aims. 
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DON DOMINGO F. SARMIENTO was born in 1811, the . 
year afterthe Argentine Republic had achievcd its 
independence of Spain, at San Juan, the capital of the 
province of that name, Iying on the eastern skirts of 
the Andes. He was descended from two distinguished 
families that figured in the colonization, the Sarmien
tos and the Alharracines. The latter were descended 
from a Sar;¡.cen chief, Al Ben Razin, who, in the mid
dIe of the twelfth century, conquered and gave name 
to a city, and founded a family which afterwards be
carne Christian. 

In 1846, Colonel Sarmiento went to see Arab life in, 
the interior of Algiers; he found his family name fa
miliar to the ears of the people, and was himself taken 
fol' an Arab, and told that he could easily be mistaken 
fol' one of the faithful. He was so ambitious as to 
emulate them in the wearing of their national garment, 
the bornoz; and in the exhilaration of the l'ide into the 
interiur, undel' the Arab escort that the Fl'ench com
rnandel' had furnished him with, boasted that he could 
l'ide to the pyramids without halting. They took him 
at his word, and though the pyramids were IlOt the goal 
sought, the feat nearly cost him his life; but the vigor
OllS habits of his yOllth saved him. When he found 
himself in the tent of a Saracen chief, and looked about 
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him to see the eharaeteristie marks of Arab Jife, he was 
strur.k with amazement to find himself in the midst of 
snrronndings so preeisely like those of his native wild 
plains, that the eonvietion was brought foreibly home 
to him, that the gauchos of South Ameriea and the 
Arabs of Afriea were one and the same people. It 
was a disheartening thought to him that he saw in 
these people one explanation of the diffieulty of civil
izing the engrafted population of those Spanish coJo
nies, of which they were evidently the fountain-head, 
distilled through the Catholicísm of Spain, and where, 
though they had perhaps lost the tradition of their 
origin, they had not lost the elements of vis-inertire, 
and repulsion to eivilizing influences. 

The Albarraeines had the name of remarkable abil
¡ties, w hieh had be en transmitted from generatioll· to 
generation, and in South America severaJ distin
guished writers were known amone: the Dominican 
friars that abounded in the faroily. Prelates and bish
ops, historians and logieal ~ritel's ",ere of the nnrober, 
and thl.'Y intermarril.'d with a family ~f Oros, also of 
remarkable intellectual ability. The Oros, coüsins of 
his mother, who were-eurates and friars of education, 
aJ\\'ays h'ad open house and hl.'arts fol'· the young 
Sarmiento, and their soeiety helped to cultivate the 
faeulties of the bl'¡lIiant boy, in whom cuJminated the 
power of Jiterary expression that had aJways marked 
the fimlily. One of these able roen, Don José de Oro, 
a c1erg.l'manJ had much inflnence in the formation of 
his ('haracter. He had been chaplain of a regiment in 
San Mal'tin's army. 

Afte!' sorne patriotic efiorts for h'is country in the 
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wars against the Spaniards in Chili, he had left society 
and retired to the mountainous region ofSan Luis, where 
bis nephew, then a boy, followed him, and spent three 
years in the c10sest intellectual and affectionate inti
macy, studying Latin, and listening to the historical 
and literary reminiscences of the holy man, who fed 
the active and open mind of the precocious bov with 
precious principIes and a good store of miscell;neous 
knowledgc. History and the polity of governments 
grew to be the passion of the young Sarmiento's soul. 
The appearance of Facundo Quiroga and his hordes 
in his native province and city had made a profound 
impression upon him, and with the disastrous history 
of the colonization-and of the internal wars of his own 
countr}" as a point of departure, and the influence of 
his uncle's keen and vigornus intellect and free and 
generous views, he was prepared for that remarkahle 
career which has separated him from the body of his 
contemporaries in letters, in politics, in the consecration 
~f his life. 

But 1 will not anticipate. The earlier domestic his
tory of his life was a still more remarkable preparation. 

1t is striking to see how great natures wiII mould even 
the most adverse circumstances. One 'can conceive of 
no circumstances more adverse to the growth of fine 
character than the isolatecl, pro\"inrial life of a Spanish 
colony, ruled by ecclesiastieal domination, ~xercised 
over an uneducated mass like the remote desccnclants 
of Spaniards who have been cut off for two 01" three 
generations from means of improvement, and even 
from the knowledge of the world's progress. Yet here 
we find noble natul"es ready to respond to noble teach
ings. 
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Doña Paula Albarracine was the daughter of Don 
Comelio Albal'racine, who once owned half the valley 
of La Zonda, and troops of carts and mules, but died 

after being bedridden for twelve years. leaving to his 
fifteen children an inheritance of poverty and various 
portions of wild land. But 1 le!lve the son to describe 
his own mother. 

PREFACE TO "THE RECOLLECTIONS OF A PROVINCE." 

" THE following pages are purely confidential, addressed 
to a hundred persons only, and dictated by personal con
siderations. 

" In a letter written to a friend of my childhood, in 1832, 
1 bad the indiscretion to caH Facundo Quiroga a bandit. 
AH Argentines, both in Europe and America, now agree 
that it was a just epithet, but at that time my letter was 
shown to abad priest, who was President of a Chamber of 
Representatives. It was read in fuH session, a sentence 
was decreed against me, and they had the meanness to 
put it into the hands of the offended one, who, meaner still 
than his flatterers, insulted .my mother, calling her oppro
brious names, and assured her that he should kili me when 
he pleased, and wherevE;r_ 1 could be found. This event, 
which maqe it fOl'e,'er impossible for me to return lo my 
countl'y if God did not dispose events differently from what 
man purposed to do. ~as repeated sixteen years later with 
consequences apparently still more .alarming. In May, 
1843, 1 wrote another letter to an old benefactor, in which 
1 committed the indiscretion (for which 1 honor myself.) 
of characteri~i!lg and judging the government of Rosas, 
according to the diclates of my conscience, and this letter, 
like that of 1832, \Vas sent to the very ruan upon whom the 
judgment was pronollnced. AH my cOlln"trymen kno\V what 
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followed. The government of Ruenos Ayres pllblished the 
letter, made a requisition for me upon the go\"ernment of 
Chili, and scnt the diplomatic note and the letter with a 
circular to the confederate governors. The governor of 
Chili auswered, Rosas replied, the circulars were repeated, 
the auswers of the governors of the interior were recei\'ed; 
the system of giving publicity to aU those meannesses 
which disgrace the human race mo¡'e than they can any 
government, was continued. and apparently the farce will 
go on withOlit its being possible for any one to foresee the 
dénouement. The presses of aU the neighboring countries 
have reproduced the publications of the government of 
Buenos Ayres, and in those thirty or more officia:1 notes, 
the name of D. F. Sarmiento has always been accompanied 
with the epithets, ' infamous, unclean, vile, savnge,' with va
riations such as, 'traitor, madman, contemptible, arro.gant,' 
etc. 1 am thus characterized by men who do not know 
me, before people who hear my name for the first time. 
The desire of every good man not to be despised, the as
piration of a patriot to preserve the esteem of his fellow 
citizens, have induced me to publish this Iittle book, which 
1 abandon to its fate. It is difficult to speak of one's self, 
one's own good qualities, without exciting contempt and 
attracting criticism, sometimes with good reason; but it is 
more difficult to consent to dishonor, and to let even one's 
OlVn modesty conspire to one's injury, and 1 have not hesi
tated a moment which to choose between these opposite 
extremes." 

THE HISTORY OF MY ~[QTHER . 

.. 1 fee! an oppression of the heart when 1 approach the 
facts 1 am now to record. The mother is to the man thE: 
personificatioll of Providence; is the living earth to which 
the heart c1ings as roots to the soil. AH \Vho have written 
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of their family, have spoken with tenderne~s of their 
mother. Sto Augustine laucJed his so highJy, that the 
Chllrch placed her at his side ¡¡pon the aJtars. Lamartine 
has said so much of his mother in his 'Confidences,' that 
human nature has been enriched with one of the most 
bealltiful types of the mother known to history; a mother 
adorable in the beauty of her countenance, and endowed 
with a heart which seems to be an unfathomable abyss of 
goodness, love, and enthusiastll, to say nothing of gifts of 
supreme intelligence which created the soul of Lamartine, 
that last offslíoot of the old aristocratic s·ociety which was 
transfigured under the maternal wing into Ihe angel of 
peace, destined to announce to unquiet Europe the advent 
of the Republic. 

" '1'0 the affections of the heart, there is no mother equal 
to the one who has presided over our own fate, but when 
pages like Lamartine's have been read, aH mothers do not 
leave such an image sculptured upon the mind; mine 
however, God knows, is worthy the honors of apotheosis, 
and 1 should not have written these pages if the vigor of 
her mind had not inspired me to vindicate myself against 
the injustice offate in these Jast years of her laborious Jife. 

"l\Iy poor mother! On· the night when 1 descended 
from Vesuvius, the fever of the emotions 1 had fefi during 
the day gave me a horrible nightmare instead of the sleep 
which my agitated Iimbs needed. The fiames of the vol
cano. and the darkness of the abyss, mingled 1 know not 
what of absurd in the terrified imagination, and on waking 
from those distracting dreams, one idea alone possessed 
me, tenacious and persistent as a real fact: my mother 
was de~d! 1 wrote that night to my family; a fortnight 
after 1 bougH't-a requiem mass in Rome, that the pensionists 
of Santa Rosa, my pupils, might sing it in her honor; and 
1 made a vow, which 1 persevered in while 1 was lInder the 
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influence of those sad impressions, to present myself in my 
country at sorne future day, and to say to Rosas anel Bena
vides, and a11 rny enemies (hangmen), ' Y ou have had a 
mother; 1 come to honor the memory of mine; make a 
pause then in the 'brutalities of your poliey; profane not 
an aet of filial piety. Let me teH all men who this poor 
moth~r was that no longer exists;' - and as God lives, 1 
would have fulfilled it as 1 have fulfilled so many other 
good vows, and as 1 will fulfill many others that 1 have made. 
Happily, 1 have her here at my side, and she instructs 
me in tbe events of other times unknown to me, forgotten 

. by aH. At seventy-six years of age my mother has erossed 
the Cordillera of the Andes to bid farewell to her son be
fore deseending to the tomb. This act alone may give an 
idea of the moral errergy of her character. Each family is 
a poem, Lamartiue has said, and mine is a sad, a luminous, 
aud a useful' one, like those distant paper lanteros of the 
hamlets, whieh serve to point the way to those who go 
astray in the fields. 

" .My Illother preserves searcely any traces of asevere 
and modest beauty, at tlÍis advaneed age. Her 10ft y stat
ure, her pronounced and bony form, her prominent cheek
bones, the sign of decision and energy, are all the features 
of her exterior that deserve notice, unless it may be the 
prominent inequalities of her brow, so un usual in her sexo 
She lmew how to read and write in her youth, but lost 
this facility from disuse in her old age. Her intellect has 
been little cultivated, and is destitute of all adornment, but 
so penetrating, that after listening to a class in grammar 
which 1 was instructing, while co'mbing her fleeces of \Vool 
in the evening, she resolved all the difficulties which had 
puzzled her daughters, giving the definitions of nouns and 
verbs, tenses, and other accidents of speech, with rare sa
gacity and exactness. Apart {rom this, her soul, her con-
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science were educated to a degree uf elevation which the 
loftiest knowledge could not at.in by itself. 1 have been 
able to stndy this rare moral benuty, by seeing its opera
tion in circumstances so difficult, so diverse, and so oft
repeated. withont eVt'r belying itself or losing i(s freshness 
and purity, or temporizing with circumstances, ",hich ",ith 
others would have sanctified the conceptions made so ofien 
in daily life ; that here 1 would trace the genealogy of these 
moral ideas which were the hcalthy atmosphere my soul 
breathed whil«;! it was unfolding its powers at the domestic 
hearth. 

" 1 firmly believe in the transmission of moral aptitude 
through the organization. 1 believe in the infusion of the 
spirit of one man, into the spirit of another, by means of 
speech and example. Those perverse mortals ",ho rule 
nations. infect the atmosphere with the breath of their 
souls. and reproduce their own vices and defects: There 
are nations ",ho reveal the characters of those ",ho rule 
over them in all their acts; and the moral life of cultivated 
and free nations, their monuments and their instruciion, 
preserve the maxims of great master-minds, and would 
not have arrived at their actual degree of perfection. if a 
particle of the spirit of Christ, fOr example, had n{lt been 
introduced by teaching and preaching into each one of 
them, improving their moral natures. 1 wished to know 
then who had educated my mother, and from her con ver
sation, from citations of the sayings of others, and from her 
general reminiscences, 1 have made out almost the whole 
history of aman of God, whose memo·ry lives in San Juan, 
and whose doctrine is perpetuated more or less pure in 
the h.earts of our mothers. 

" 1 am suspi~ious that this holy man lmew his eighteenth 
century, its Rosseau, its Feijoo,l and its philosophers as 

1 Feíjoo, whose real name WBS Benedict Je~om, was a Spo.nish Benedic-
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well as he did the Holy SCl'iptllres. Don José Castro had 
scarcely be en named curllte, when he wielded the lash of 
his censure and prohibition upon all the brutal practices 
of the Church, such as flagellations which inflamed the 
back with merciless whips, fanatics harnesssed with bridles 
who waJl,ed on four feet. even penitent arm crossings on 
Ho!y Week, and processions of the Saints, and mumrneries 
which made their grimaces before the Holy Sacramento He 
used his influence also to put to flight the belief in fairies;' 
ghosts, jack-o' -Ianterns, and viuious creations of other 
religious faiths interpolated into our own in all Christian 
nations. To this end he used not only ridicule, but frorn 
the catbedral made patient and scientific explanations of 
the natural phenomena which gave rise to tbese errors. 
His criticisms also upon the affairs of life, and popular 
criticisms made without that grossness of censure which is 
common in· ordinary preachers, worked so mu.ch more 
salutaryeffects since they carne accompanied by ridicule so 
full of wit as to raise a general laügh in the church, he 
himself laughing till his eyes would fill with tears, adding 
new sallies, till the immense concour~e of people, attracted 
'by the delicious mirth of this comedy, relieved theil' hearts 
Uf every trace of ill-humor, and till the priest, having tran
quilized all minds, would say, wiping his face, • Come, 
children, we have laughed enough; now lend me your at
tention. By the sign of the holy cross,' etc., and ~hen carne 
thetext of the lesson of the day, followed 'by a stream oC 
serene and placid light, m.>ral, practical, easily-understood 
commentaries, applicable to all the exigencies of life. . . . 
l\'ly motber's religion is tbe most gelluine version of the 

tine monk. who nttemptetl by his writings and example to correet and 
reform the vitinted religion and superstitious notions of his countrymen. 
Tbis uousual boldness agniost tbe prejudices 01' the !lmes pro,-ed very otfen-
8iv~ to the Church, and tbe autbor was with difficulty snved froro the horrors 
of the lnquh¡,ition. 
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reJigious idea of Don José Castro, and 1 wiIl appeal to the 
practice of her whole Jife to explain that reJigious reform 
founded in an obscure province, where it is preserved in 
many privileged souls. 

"My mother bas few seasons of devotion, but 
those she has reveal the affinities of her lllind to certain 
illusions, if 1 may so express myself; for instance, to her 
relation to the saints in heaven. The Virgin de Dolores is 
her mother of God. Sto Joseph the carpenter, is her Holy 
Patron Saint, and St. Domingo and St. Vincent Ferras, 
Dominican fri'ars, bound by many ties to the affectious of 
the family, her order of priesthood. God himself, through 
all the vicissitudes of her anxious life, has been the true 
Holy One of her devotion under the invocation of Provi
dence. In this character God entered into aIl the acts of 
that laborious life, and was present every day seeing her 
con tests with indigence, and witnessing her accomplish
ment of her duties. Providence rescued her from all her 
troubles by visible manifestations authenticated to her. 

Sometimes she would caIl the whole family to
gether, when she· would giv~ utterance to a supplication 
fuIl of unction and fervor, a true prayer to God, the purest 
emanation of a soul wbich .overftowed with thanksgiving 
for the smallest benefits vouchsafed to her; for it lnust be 
said, the Divine beneficence ·was very scantily meted out 
to her. 1 have never seen tbis profound faith in Pro vi
dence beJie ifself for one moment, but ever ward off 
despair, moderate anxiety, and give to suffering and misery 
the august character of a holy virtue, practiced with the 
resignation of a martyr, wbo does not protest, who does 
not complain, but hopes always, feeJing bimself consciously 
sustaine'd, supported, approved. 1 know no more religious 
soul, and yet 1 have seen no other Christian woman more 
regardless of religiolls ceremonies .. 
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" The cUl'ate Castro counselcd Ihe mothers not to com
promise the decorum of their social position, by going in 
shabby guise iuto the street to attend mass, it being proper 
for a family to present itself' always in public with that 
apparel and decency required by its rank; and this pre
cept my n~other followed in her days of extreme poverty, 
with the modesty and dignity that always characterized .her 
actions. These lessons of profound wisdom were a small 
part of that seed sown by the holy man, and fructified by 
the common sense and the moral sentiment "pon which it 
feU in the heart of my mother. 

"When a woman of twenty-three years she undertook a 
wo·rk not so much beyond her strength as beyond the usual 
conceptions of an unmarried maiden. The year befo re, 
there had be en a great dearth of anascotes, (a kind of wool
en stuff that resembles serge, much used for the garments 
of the relig\ous orders,) alld from the proceeds of her 
weaving, my mother had amassed a small sum of money. 
With that, and two peons 01' her aunts, the Irrazavales, she 
laid the foundations of the house she was to occupy on 
forming a new family. As these scanty earnings were , 
hardly sufficient for so costly a work, she established her 
100m under one of the fig.trees which she had inherited in . 
her portion of land, and from there, while throwing her· 
shuttle, she assisted the workmen and their peons in build
ing the IiUle dwelling; sold the cloth she ·had made in the 
week on Saturdays, and paid tbe workmen with the fruit 
of her labor. In ·those times an industrious woman - and 
aU were so, even those boro and reared in opulence
could depend upon ~erself to provide for her necessities. 
Commerce had not pushed its products into the interior of 
America, nor had European manufactures cheapened pro
ductions then as now. A yard of unbleached Hnen cloth 
was then worth eight reals for the first quality, five for the 
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ordimiry quality, aDd four for a yard of aDascote, the thread 
being thrown in. My motber wove twelve yards per week, 
whicb was the pattern for the dress of a friar, and received 
six dollars on Saturday, not without trespassing upon the 
Dight, to fill the quills with thread for the wor). of the fol· 
lowing day. The branches of iDdustry. carried OD 
by my mother are so Dumerous aDd so various, that their 
eDumeratioD would fatigue the memory with 'Dames wbich 
now signify nothing. 

"My family has preserved the reputation of industrial 
omniscience until my day, and tJ1e habit of laboring with 
ber haDds is an integral part of my mother's existence. 
We heard her exclaim at AcoDcagua, in 1842,' This is 
the first time in rny life that 1 have sat down with folded 
hands !' And at seventy-six years of her age, it has been 
Decessary. in order 10 prevent her falling into a decliDe, to 
invent occllpations adapted to her impaired vision, among 
which are delicate handiwork for ornamellts of ladies' 
dresses. and other superfluities. 

"When her home was finished, she married Don José 
Clemente Sarmiento, my father, a genteel young man of 
a family whieh had fallen into deeay like her own, and 
brought to him as a dowry, the ehain oí privatioDs and 
mÍseries in which she passed long years of her life. My 
father was aman endoweQ with a thousand good qualities, 
which balaDeed others that without being evil, looked iD 
another direction. Like my Olother, he had been educated 
in the rude labors of that epoch, a workman on the pater
nal farOl of La Bebida, a mule-drÍ\'er in the carrier-trains. 
He was beautiful in countenance, and with an irresistible 
passion for tbe pleasures of youth, deficient in that me
chanieal eons~pcy which makes fortuDes. Inspired by the 
new ideas whieh had come in with tbe Revolution, he had 
an unconquerable hatred for material ll!-bor, unintellectu-
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ally and rudely as he had be en educated. 1 heard him 
say to the Presbyter Torres, speaking of me, ' 0, no! my 
son shall never take a spade in his hand !' And the edu
cation he gave me showed that it was a fixed idea that had 
its birth in his profoundly mistaken views of life. In the 
bosorn of poverty, he reared me an hidalgo, and my hands 
exercísed no other forces than those required by my plays 
and pastimes. l\Iy father had one hand made useless by 
a callus he had acquired in labor. 

" "\Vhen the Revolution of Independence carne, bis ex
citable irnagination mad~ him waste, in services lent to 
his country, the small acqui:;itions ~e had made. Afier 
seeing in 1812 the miseries of Belgrano's army, he re
turned to San Juan, and undertook to make a collection 
for the l\1other COllntry, as he was accustomed to call it, 
which proved quite abundant, and by the suggestion of 
jealous enemies was denounced to the l\Iunicipality as an 
act of spoliation. When the authorities inquired into the 
subject, they were so well satisfied, that he was charged 
with carrying his patriotic offering to the army in person, 
and this event gave hirn ever afier the sobriquet of 
'.Mother Country,' which, in his old age in Chili, was the 
origin of a calurnny designed to injure his son. 

"In 1817, he accornpanied San Martin to Chili as an 
officer of rnilitia in the mechanical service of the army, 
and from the field of battle of Chacabuco, he was dis
patched to San Juan to carry. tbe plausible news 1 of the 
triumph of the 'patriots. San Martin remembered him 
well in 1847,2 and was much pleased to learn that 1 was 
bis son. 

"With these antecedents, rny father passed his whole 
life in beginning speculations whose products were scat-

1 'fhis news, tr~ at the moment apparently, proved to be a faUaey. 
2 In 1847 Colonel S.rmiento sought out San Martín in bis Frencb re

tre.t. 
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tered in badly cOllnseled moments. He worked with te
nacity, and fell into discouragement; he again essayed his 
forces and struggled against every disadvantage, dissipating 
his energies in long journeys to other provinces, till after 
my arri,'al at manhood; and from that lime he followed the 
fate of his son into camps, into bauishment and emigration, 
watching over me like a guardian angel to avert if possible 
the dangers that tbreatened me. 

"From this evil destiny of my father and tbe want of 
a persistent plan of action, the maintenance of the family 
fell, from the' earliest period after marriage, upon tbe 
shoulders of my mother, my father only aiding her fruitful 
labors by occasional cooperation; and under the pressure 
of the want in which we were nurtured, 1 ever saw the 
shining ligbt of that equanimity of mind, of that resigna
tion armed with all the industrial means which she pos
sessed, and of that confidence in Providence which was 
the best resource of her energetic soul against discourage
ment and d<,spair. Winters carne which the previous au
tumn had presaged would be scanty in tbe provision of the 
roots and dried fruits which 'Yere to meet the expenses, 
and like the pilot of an abandoned ship sbe prepared with 
solemn tranquillity to meet the storm. When the day of 
destitution carne, her soul had braced itself to resigilation 
by assiduous labor to meet-the tria\. She had wealthy re
lations; the' parish curates were her brothers, hut those 
brothers were ignorant of her sufferings. It would have 
derogated from the sanctity of the poverty which she 
combated with her labor, to have mitigated it by foreign 
intervention; it would have been asking quarter in those 
death-combats with her evil star. 

"The ñesta oOf Sto Peter was always celebrated by a 
splendid banquet given by our uncle the curate, and he 
knew the rigbts and tbe desire of the.children of tbe 

19 
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family to participate in the festivities. l\Iany times the 
curate asked, ' Why did 1 not see Domingo?' And to this 
day he supposes that it was obedience to my mother's or
ders, instead of poverty, which prevented our attendance. 

" 1 must mention one more characteristic anecdote of my 
mother. She had a friend of her infancy from whorn 
death separated her at the age of sixty. The two friends 
had always continued to visit each other, consecrating one 
whole day to the delight of fusing their families iuto one, 
and the same friendship has united the daughters of both. 
Her friend enjoyed the bounties of wealth, but on the day 
that rny mother passed with her, our own servant went into 
the friend's kitchen to prepare all the food whieh \Ve were to 
consume during the day, the protest of twenty years against 
the practice having never in the least changed rny mother's 
firm and unalterable resolution, in order that the ineffable 
pleasure oí seeing her friend should not be rnarred by the 
possible suspicion that she wished even for a day to lay 
aside the duty of sustaining her family, or to turn her faee 
away from the inequaiities of fortune. Thus was practised 
at the humble hearth of the family of which 1 made a part. 
the noble virtue of poverty. Happy are the poor who have 
had such a mother ! " 

u THE PATERNAL HEARTH." 

"My mother's house, the fruit of her iJadustry, whose sun
burnt bricks and mud-walls might be computed in yards of 
linen, woven by her own hands to pay for its construction, 
has received in the course of the last few years sorne addi
tions which confound it with other dwellings of a certain 
moderate rank. Its original form, however, is that to 
which the poetry of the heart clings, the indelible image 
which presents itself pertinaciously to my rniud when 1 
remember infant pleasures and pastime.s, the hours of 
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recreáti6n after returning from school, the variolls places 
where whole hours and weeks were passed in ineffable 
beatitude, making mud saints to be worsbipped wben com
pleted; or armies of soldiers of tbe sarue paste, to feed my 
pride by Ihe exercise of so much power . 

.. Towards the southern part of the Jittle territory of thir
ty yards by forty, was the babitation of the family, divided 
into two apartments, one serving as a dormitory for our 
parents, and the large one for tbe hall of reception, with its 
10ft y dais and cushions, rerunant of the "tradition of the 
Ara\¡ divan, preserved by tbe Spanish people. Two tables 
of the indestructible carob-tree (algarroba), which had 
passeu down from hand to hand since the time when there 
was no otber wood in San Juan but tbe carob-trees of tbe 
fields, and a few chairs of various structure, f1auked the 
hall, while two great pictures in oH of San Domingo and 
San Vicente Ferrar, adorned the otherwise bare walls; 
pictures shockingly painted, but most devoutly kept as 
heir-Iooms on account of tbeir Dominican habito At a 
short distance from the entrance door, the patriarchal fig
tree raised its deep green canopy, which even in my child
hood shaded rny mother's lóom, whose strokes, and the 
noise of whose wheels, pedals, and shuttles, always waked 
liS before sunrise, anDouncing that a new day had vbegun, 
and with it the necess!ty of providing for its wants by 
labor. SOnJe branches of the fig-tree rubbed gentIy against 
the walls of the house, and heated by the reflection of the 
sun's rays, it anticipated the usual season, offering its mel
low contribution of early figs 10 augment Ihe rejoicing of 
tbe family on the 23d of November, my fatber's birthday. 
1 linger with pleasure over these details, for saints and 
fig-tree were"t a later day, personages of a family drama 
in which colonial ideas slruggled violently with more mod
ero ones. Other industrial resources had their place on 
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tbe narrow territory of twenty yards not occupied by the 
family mansion. Three orange·trees sbed their fruit in 
autumn, their shade always. Under a corpulent peach
tree was a little pool of water for the solace of three or 
four geese, which multiplying. gave their contribution to 
tbe complicated and limited system of revenue, upon which 
reposed fhe existence of the family ; and as aH tbese means 
were insufficient, there was a gardcn of esculents of tbe 
size of a scapulary, surrounded by a paling, to shelter it 
from the voracity of the goslings, and whicb produced such 
vegetables as enter into South .American cookery, the whole 
sparkling and iHuminated by groups of common flowers, a 
mulberry-colored rose-bush, and various other flowering 
shrubs. This was a sample of the exquisite economy of 

'Iand in a Spanish-colonial family, and also of the inex
haustible productions which the country people of Europe 
know how to extract from it. The manure of the fowls and 
the horse which my father rode, passed daily into use, to 
give uewvigor to that little spot of land which never 
wearied of yielding it~ varicd and luxuriant growths, and 
when 1 wished to suggest to my mother sorne views of' 
rural economy culled from books, 1 was deservedly treated 
as a pedant in the presence of that science of culture, 
which was the favorite pleasure and occupation of her long 
life. Now, at seventy-six years of age, if she escapes us 
from within our dwelling, she is sure to be found propping 
up sorne drooping plants; responding to OUI" objections 
with the violen ce of feeling that possesses her on seeing 
them so maltreated. 

"Yet in that Noah's ark there was sorne little comer 
where were steeped and prepared the colors with which 
she dyed her webs. and a vat of bran, from whence issued 
e\'ery week a fair proportion of exquisitely white starch. 
In prosperous times was added to these the manufacture of 
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candles made by the hand, sorne attempt at baking bread, 
wlÍieh always resulted in failure, and a thousand rural 
operations. whieh it would be superfluous to enumerate. 
Snch varied oeeupations were not withont method, begin
ning in the morning with feeding the goslings, gathering the 
"egetables before they were wilted by the sun, and then 
establishing herself at her 100m, whieh for long years was 
her ehief occupation. 1 have in my possession the shuttle 
of algarroba, polished and blackened by years, whieh she 
had inherited from her mother, who received it from her 
grandmother, á bnmble relic of colonial life, embracing a 
period of about two hundred years, during which noble 
hands had thrown it almost unweariedly; and although one 
of my sisters has inherited from my mother the habit and 
the neeessity of weaving, my eovetousness has prevailed, 
and 1 am still the depository of this family jewel. 1t is a 
pity that 1 can never be rich and powerful enollgh to im
itate that Persian king who continued to use the clay pot
tery whieh had served him in ehildhood, in order that he 
might not grow proud and despise poverty. 

" Sneh was the domestic hearth near which 1 grew, and it 
is impossible that there should not be left, on a loyal nature, 
indelible jmpressions of morality, of industry, and ·of vir
tue. reeeived in that sublime sehool in whieh the most 
laborious industry, the purest morality, dignity maintained 
in the midst of poverty, constancy, and resibrnation, divided 
all the hOllrs. 1\1y sisters enjoyed t11e deserved reputation 
of being the most diligent and effieient girls in the whole 
provinee, and whatever feminine oecupation required con
summate, skill, was always eommended to these sllpreme 
artifieers who t:ould do everything which required patienee 
and dexterity and very little money." 

Tu complete this picture the aut1lOr brings into 
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view two accessory personages, " La Toribia," a Zamba 
domestic, "the key of the house, the right arm of ber 
mistress, tbe brmne wbo brought us al! up, tbe cook, 
the messenger, the buckstress, the washer and ironer, 
the maid c.f al! work. She died young, nor was her 
place ever fil!ed, either in the domestie eeonomy or in 
the heart of my mother, for they were two fi:iends, 
mistress and maíd, two fel!ow-Iaborers who discussed 
together the means of maintaining the family, wrangled, 
disputed, dissented, and eaeh one then followed h~r 
own opinion, hoth leading to the same end." The 
other personage was "Na Cleme, the pauper that 
hung upon the family, for my mother, like the Rigo
leta of Sue, whó never hoarded anything, had her 
poor also,. whom she helped to live by her scraps." 
But the family servant and the family pauper, sup
posed by some to be a witch, and apparently of tbat 
opinion herself, must. be banished from our pages, 
although the beneficent relations of tbe mother to them 
add another trait to a noble portraiture. 

" Our babitation remained as 1 have described it, until 
the day when my two elder sisters arrived at the marriage
able age, when an interior revolution began which cost two 
years of debate, and sbowers of tears to rny mother, on 
finding herself ·conquered by a ne,,", world of ideas, habits. 
and tastes, w hich were not tbose of tbe colonial existenee, 
of which she was the last and most finished type. Tbe 
first symptoms of tbose social revolutions operated by 
human iutelligellce in tbe great foci of civilization are very 
common a,nd pass unperceived; they extend tbrollgh the 
common people, insinuate themselves into ideas, and infil
trate into the cllstoms. Tbe eighteenth centllry bad glittered 
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over France, and ulldermined the ancient traditions, cooled 
off faith, and excited hatred and contempt for things 
hitherto venerated. Its politica! theories had overturned 
governlllents, unbound Spanish America, and opened its 
colonies to new customs and new habits of life. The time 
was coming when the industrious !ife of American women 
was to be looked upon disdainfully, and with an evil eye; 
when French fashions were to prevail, and an anxiety for 
display in the rnultiplication and distribution of luxuries 
were to take possession of the dOlllestic circle, w hen the 
dining-hour mnst be delayed from twelve o'clock to t~o or 
even four in the afternoon. Who does not know sorne of 
those good old people of the ancient stamp, who live, proud 
of their opulence, in an unencumbered apartment, fur
nished with four dusty leather chairs, the floor covered 
with spent cigars, and the table ornamented solely with an 
enormous iukstand, whose goose-quills, or perchance, con
dor-q uills, are crystallized with dried ink. This was the 
general aspect, the family picture of colonial life. It is 
described in the novels of Scott and Dumas, and living 
proofs of it are still seen in ~pain and in South America, 
the last of the old peoples who have been called upon to re
juvenate themselves. These ideas of rege~eration and pe~
sonal improvement, this impiety of the eighteenth telltury, 
ente red, \Vho would believe ¡t, into the heads of rny til'O 
elder sistel's. Scarcely arrived at the age when woman 
feels that her existen ce is bOllnd to society, which is the 
end and object of this existence, they began to aspire to 
new ideas of beauty, of taste, of cornfort, which the at
rnosphere diffused by the revolution had wafted to them. 
The walls of the cOlllmon sitting-roorn were srnoothed and 
wbitelled all~"'; a thillg to which no reasonable opposition 
·could be offered, but the mania extended to the destruction 
of the raised dais that occupied one sipe of the hall, with 
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its carpet and its cushions, a (livan as 1 said before, which 
came down to us from our Arabic ancestors, a privileged 
spot on which women alone were permitted to sit, and in 
whose spacious circumference, reclining upon ottomans, 
the visitors and hosts carried on their lively chit-chat, that 
indescribable medley of womanly talk. 

" Why has the poetical dais been allowed to disappear 
from Ollr houses, so convenient for sitting, so adequate 
for feminine repose, to substitute in its place, chairs, in 
which one by one or in rows, like soldiers in platoons, 
the eye reviews the company in our modern saloons·? 
But that dais expressed that man might not publicly 
approach the young ladies, talk freely, and mix freely 
with them, as our modern customs permit, and it was 
tberefore repudiated by themselves, as easily as it bad 
been formerly accépted as a privilege. 'fhe dais then 
yielded its place in the house to tbe more modern fashion 
of chairs, notwithstanding tbe feeble resistance of my 
mother, who enjoyed sitting upon one extreme of it in the 
morning to take her cup of maté, with her brazier and 
boiler of water on the lower step before her, or to reel her 
cottons or to fill her quills over night for the web of the 
fullowing day. Not being accustomed to work upon a 
high seat, she was obliged to adopt the use of a carpet to 
supply the loss of the dais, which she lamented many long 
years. 

" l\Iy sisters' spirit of innovation at last attacked sacred 
objects. 1 protest that 1 did not take part in this sacrilege 
which the poor little things committed, in obedience to the 
spirit of the time. Those two saints, so grand, so ancient, 
Santo Domingo and San Vicente Ferrar, decidedly marred 
the walls. If my mother could but consellt that they 
should be taken down, and put into a sleeping-room, the 
little house would take a new aspect of modern and ele-
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gant refinement, for it was under the seducing form of 
good taste, that this iconoclastic impiety of the eighteenth 
century found its way into the house. Ah, what wounds 
that error dealt upon the bosom of Rpnnish America! 
The Routh American Colonies had been founded at an 
epoch when the Spanish fine arts showed proudly to 
Europe the pencils of l\Iurillo, Velasquez, and Sambrano, 
as welI as the swords of the Duke of Alva, the great 
captain, and of Cortez. The possession of Flanders 
added to its products those of Flemish engravillg, which, 
painted in rough lineaments and crude colors the religious 
scenes which were the foundation of the national poetry. 
l\Iurillo, in his early years, made innumerable virgins and 
saints for South America; the second-rate painters sent it 
whole lives of saints for the convents, the passion of Jesus 
Christ in immense galleries of pictures, and Flemish en-, 
graving, as now French lithography, put within reach of 
moderate fortunes the history of the Procligal Son, and 
virgins and saints of as many types as the calendar fur
nishes. The walls of our ancestors' and fathers' apart
ments were tapestried with these images, and not rarely 
the practiced eye of an artist could disco ver sorne line of 
a master-hand in the midst ,of alI this rubbi.h. But the 
revolution pointed its finger against the religious enlblems. 
Ignorant nnd blind in_ its antipathies, it nverted its eyes 
from painting which was Spnnish, colonial, ancient, and 
irreconcilable with the new ideas. Devout fnmilies hid 
their pictures of the saints, not to ~how the bnd taste of 
preserving them; and in San Juan, and other pInces, there 
'\Vere those who used the can vas for trowsers for their 
slaves. What treasures of art must hnve been lost by 
these stQpid .profanntions in which all SOllth America was 
an accomplice, for there was a period at which everywhere 
at once prevailed tbe fatal demolition. of that lllxuriant 
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vegetation of the past artistic glory of Spain! European 
travellers, who passed through South America twenty years 
ago, collected at very low prices inestimable works of tbe 
best masters, which they found cast aside as useless lumber 
covered with dust and cobwebs; and when tbe day of tbe 
resurrection of the arts carne to South America, wben the 
band!lge fcl! frorn the eyes of the people, the chllrches, 
tbe rising rnuseums, and the amateurs found from time to 
time sorne picture of Muril!o to ex pose to view, asking 
pardon for tbe injustice of wbich it bad been the victim, 
now restored to public consideration, and to tbe 10ft Y 
position whicb corresponded to its merits. 

"The strife went on, therefore, between my poor rnother, 
who loved 'her two. Dominican saints as members of her 
farnily, and my young sisters who sacrificed the laws of 
thc house to good appearances and the prejudices of the 
times. Every day, at al! hours, under every pretext, the 
debate was renewed, sorne threatening glance was cast at 
the saints, as if to say, "you rnust leave your places 
vacant ;" while rny mother conternplated thern with tender 
looks, exc\aiming, " Poor saints! how badly they treat you 
when you harrn no one ! .. But by this continuous battery, 
the ear becarne accustorned to the reproach, resistance was 
weaker every day, for if they were looked upon as indis
pensable objects of religion, it was not necessary that they 
should he in the parlor; the sleeping apartment was a 
rnuch more appr~priate place of worship, where their bless
ing could be invoked upon the very bed. As a family 
legacy; they were subject to the same argurnents. while as 
an ornament they were in tbe worst taste; and from one 
concession to another, my rnother's mind relented little by 
little, and one rnorning when her resistance would go no 
further than the wringing of her hands, when the guardian 
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of that fortress returned from mass, her eyes expanded to 
see the bare walls where the great black patches had been 
before. My saints were then· removed to the sleeping 
apartment, and to judge by their faces the change made 
no great impression upon them. l\Iy mother knelt weep· 
ing before them to ask their pardon by her prayers, 
remained out of humor and querulous all day, sad the 
f01l0wing day, but resigned the next, till at last time and 
habit brought the balm which makes bearable the greatest 
misfortunes. This signal victory gave new animation to 
the spirit of reform, and afier the divan and the saints, in 
an evil hour, the threatening glance fell upon the fig-tree 
that stood in the middle of the court-yard, discolored and 
knotty, by diDt of dryness and old age. The matter being 
looked upon in this aspect, the fig-trce was condemned in 
the public conception: it sinned against a1l the rules of 
decorum and decency; but with my mother it was an eco
nomical question which affected her, as well as one which 
deeply affected her heart. Ah! would that the maturity 
of my own heart could have be en anticipated and bro.ught 
to her aid, hut selfishness m~de me indifferent to her feel
ings, or weakly inclined me in her favor for the sake of 
the early figs! They wished to separat~ her from that 
beloved companion in the flower of its life and strength. 
Ripe age wreathes asso~iations around everything which 
surrounds· us; the domestic hearth is a living being; a 
tree which we have seen planted, grow, and artive at 
maturity, is a person endowed with life, which has acquired 
right~ to existence that it reads in our hearts, and can 
~ccuse .liS as ingrates, and would leave remorse in the con
science if we should sacrifice without a legitimate reason. 
The sentence- of the old fig-tree was discussed for two 
years, and its champion, wearied with the struggle. aban
doned it to its f:'1te; but on making the.preparations for its 
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execution, the sentiments which had be en outrnged in her 
heart, glowed with new force, ane! she obstinately refused 
to permit the destruction of that witness and companion of 
her labors. One day, however, when the revocation of the 
permission had lost an its prestige, the blows of the hatchet 
upon the venerable trunk of the tree, and the rustling of 
the leaves shaken by the shock, the last sighs of the victim, 
IVere heard through the house. lt IVas asad, sad moment, 
a scene of mourning and repentance. The blows of the 
fig-slaying hatchet 1 also shook the hcart of my mother ; 
the tears rushed to her eyes, as the sap of the tree to the 
IVound, and her sobs responded to the trembling of the 
lea ves. Every new blow brought a new burst of grief, and 
my sister and l, repenting too late for having given such 
acute pain, burst iuto \Vceping, the only reparation now 
possible. The suspension of the work of destruction was 
ordered, as the family prepared to rush into the yard, and 
put a stop to the painful re-percussions of the hatchet upon 
my mother's heart. Two hours afte~wards, the fig-tree lay 
prostrate upon the ground, displaying its hoary head as 
the fading lea ves showed the knotty frame-work of that 
structure, which for so many years had lent its aid to the 
protection and sustenance of the family. 

"After these great reforms, the humble habitation went 
on slowly and painfully enlarging itself. 1t fell to me to· 
have the huppiness of introducing one substantial change. 
On the border of our little homestead spot \Vas a piece of 
ground my fatherhad purchased in a moment of compara
tive ease. l was an apprentice in a small cOlnmercial 
establishment \Vhen sixteen years old. l'tiy first plans and 
economies had for their object the fencing in of this lot of 
territory, that it niight be made producti ve to the fitmily, 
and place it beyond the reach of indigence, although it 

1 The Spanish word is higu."¡cida, the fig-i-cidal. 
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could' not 'rnake it pass out of the lirnits of poverty. My 
rnother no\V had at her disposal a theatre wortby of her 
agricultural knowledge; to the decrepid fig-tree succeeded 
in her affections a huudred young trees; whose growth her 
maternal eye fostered. Hours of every day \Vere conse
crated to this plant and to that vine, upon which the farnily 
was in future to depend, for a portion of its sustenance . 

.. When 1 had accomplished this work, 1 could say in my 
joy at having prodllced such a result, I saw tha/, it was 
gorod, and 1 was happy." 

"MY EDUCATION . 

•• In a scbool, the details of whicb 1 have mentioned else
where,l and where 1 entered at five years of age, 1 remained 
nine years without having rnissed a single day, under any 
pretexto for my rnother was there to see that 1 should fulfill 
my duty of punctuality, under the penalty of her indescrib
able severity. At five years of age, 1 read fluently, in a 
loud voice, with intonations and ernpbasis that only a com
plete comprehension of the subject could give, and so' un
comrnon was this early skil.1 at that period, that 1 was 
carried from bOllse to bOllse to display myreading, reaping 
a great harvest of cakes, embraces, and encorniums, whicb 
filled me witb vanity." 

In a ktter to his liñcle,2 the illustrious Bishop of 
Cuyo, written after seeing Pompeii, our author de
scribes hirnself again with rnllch liveliness. 

" 1 want your highness to do an act of justice in San 
.Juan, seizing by the ear our cousin M. It was your illus
trious highness who, when curate, put a Httle book into my 
hand, Temark'lftg to sorne one at the same time - 1 have 

1 In a ""'ork opon PupfJlnr f:.aucntion. 
2 Takco from Tra\"ehs in Europe, Africa, and America, in 1846-7. 
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not forgottelJ it, because 1 have not forgotten you - that 
at the age of fOllr years 1 had the replltation of beiog the 
most troublesome aod vociferous reader you had ever seen. 
The crilde ootions which 1 acquired by my habits of early 
reading, waodered a long time io my mind, like the clouds 
in space wheo they meet with no point of support to form 
a nucleus, till sorne littIe book which accident placed in 
rny bands came to lill a vacuurn, or sorne other, later, to 
explain a passage not well understood. 1 had m>lny his
torical notions at that age, when the generality of children 
are thinkin;! only of their plays; and now that 1 have vis
ited Rome 1 have been able lo recognize at first sight, by 
the image engraven in my mernory from the earliest child
hood, in which 1 passed hours poring over aRoman 
Guide Book. and which was the first book 1 owned, the 
rnonurnents 1 rnet"with. 1 do not know how nor when 1 
read nn account of the ruios of Pompeii, but not being 
able to keep to rnyself the novelty and wonder it excited, 
1 attacked people in the street lo tell thern the portentous 
story. 1 told it thus to our cousin M., and instead of stand
ing with open rnouth as 1 had promised, he burst into a 
fit of lallghter; and whenever he saw me where people 
were assembled, he made me telI the story of Pornpeii for 
the general diversion. 1 have now seen that Pompeii which 
so preoccllpied my childhood, and it reminds me of the 
incredulity of M." 

From this dig¡'ession we return to his little book. 

"Apart from a natural faculty of comprehending.what 1 
read, 1 had a secret background of images of which the 
public was ignorant. .My poar father, ignorant hiruself, 
bllt solicitOllS that' his childrell should 1l0t be so, sharpened 
at home this risillg thirst for knowledge, and made me 
read, without pity for my tender years, the 'Critical His-
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tor}" 6f Spain,' in four volumes, the ' Desiderio and Electo,' 
and other abominable books which I never turned to again, 
but which left in my mind confused ideas of history, alle
gories, fables, countries, and proper names. I owe thus to 
my father that love of reading which has been the constant 
occupation of my life, and although he could not give me 
an education because of his poverty, he gave me by his pa
ternal solicitude the powerful instrument by which I have 
supplied the want through my own efforts, thus fulfilling 
the most constant and earnest of his wishes. 

" I never knew how to spin a top, to bat a hall, to tly a 
kite, or hadany i~clination for such boyish sports. At 
school I learned how to copy the knaves from cards, and 
afterwards roade a copy of San Martin on horseback, from 
the paper lantern of a grocer, and from acquisition to ac
quisition, I succeeded, afier ten years of perseverance, in 
divining all the secrets of making caricatures. In a family 
visit on one occasion, at the house of Doña Barbara Icaste, 
I occupied the day in copying the face of a San Jeronimo, 
and that type once acquired, I reproduced it distinctly in 
the faces of aH ages and sexes. My teacher, weary of 
correcting me in this pastime, concluded by resigning him
self to it, and respecting the instinctive 1nania. When I 
had an opportunity to be "instructed in drawing,cthe will 
to perfect myself in it was unfortunately wanting. But later 
in life Ispread through-rñy province ataste for thatgraphic 
art, and lInder my direction or inspimtion were forroed haIf 
a dozen artists, which San Juan now po:sesses. But that 
taste was con verted in my youth into one for sculptllre, 
which took two different forms, and I made saints and 
soldiers, the two great objects of my childish fancy. 

" l\Iy mother raised me with the persuasion that I should 
be a clergy~án, and the curate of San Juan, in imitation 
of my unele; and my father had visions for me of military 
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jackets, gold lace, sabres, and other accoutrements to 
match. Through my mother, I "'as to follow colonial vo
catiolls ; through my father, the ideas and preoccupations of 
that revolutionary epoch were infiltrated into me; and 
obeying these contradictory impulses, 1 passed my leisure 
hours in beatific contemplation of my mud saints, duly 
painted, leaving them in turn quiet in their niches to give 
battle in [ront of the house between two armies which my 
neighbors and 1 had be en preparing for perhaps a month 
before by a large hoarding of wax balls, in order to thin 
out the bedaubed files of shapeless puppet soldiers. 

" I should not relate these trifles if they had not, later in 
life, taken colossal forms and prefigured one of those re
membered events which even at this day make me palpi
tate with glory and vanity. . . • In regard to my sacer
dotal vocation, I assisted when a boy of thirteen at a pious 
chapel in the house of the humpbacked Rodriguez, capable 
of holding twenty persons, alld endowed with a sacristy, bel
fry, and other requisites, with candlesticks, thuribles, and 
musical bells made by Don Javier "Jofre's negro, Rufino, 
and of which we made an enormous consllmption in peal
ings and processions. The chapel was consecrated to our 
family patron, Sto Doiningo, - 1 administering for two 
years the august dignity of Provincial of the order of 
Preachers, by acclamation of the chapter, and to the great 
edification of the devotees. The friars of the convent of 
Sto Domingo can¡e to hear me sing the mass in which 1 
parodied my unde, the curate, who sang very well, and 1, 
being his acolyte, watched aH the mechanism of the mass, 
not forgetting to mark the page in the missal in which 
were the gospel and epistle of the day, in order to repro
duce them in perfection in my private mass. 

"On Sunday afternoons, the Provincial transformed him
self into the general-in-chief of an army of boys, and woe 
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to those who dared to make front to that rain oC s~nes 
which issued from the bosom oC my phalanx." 

1 omit the details of the boyish battle our auto
biographer describes, in which he showed the determi
nation and pluck which have characterized al1 his 
maturer acts. 1 omit it (his later ones were under
taken in better causes), fearing the publication of it 
might not receive his sanction, though he amused him
self and his "hundred friends" with the relation; al1 
the personages engaged in it being probably well 
known to them. 

" This ends what 1 call the colonial history oC my Camily. 
What Collows, is the slow and painCul transition Crom one 
mode oC liCe to another, the life oC the rising Republic, the 
struggle oC parties, civil war, proscription, and banishment. 
To the Camily history succeeds as atmosphere and theatre 
oC action, the history oC my native country. 1 succeed to 
my progenitors, and 1 believe that by Co11owing my Coot
steps as those oC another in that path, the curioso may linger 
over the events which Corm the general picture, incidents 
oC the country known to all, objects oC general interest, by 
the examination oC which, the items oC my biography. val
uele;s Cor themselves, will serve as a thread oC connection ; 
Cor in my liCe, so destitute ·oC aid, so full oC contrarieties, 
and yet so persevering in its aspiration Cor a11 that is noble 
and elevated, may be seen depicted that. unhappy South 
America, agitating itselC in its condition oC nothingness, 
making supreme eft'orts to unCold its wings, lacerating itself 
at every attempt against the iron bars oC the prison in 
which it is chained. 

lO Strang~ emotionl must indeed have agitated the souls 
oC our Cathers iD 1810. The twilight perspective oC a new 

20 
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epoch, liberty, independence - new words then - must 
have roade their fibres treroble deliciously, powerfully ex
cited their imaginations. and sent the blood rushing wildly 
through their hearts. That year, what anxiety. what hap
piness, what enthusiasm! There is a story of a lcing, who 
trembled like an aspen at the sight of a naked dagger, the 
effect of bis mother's emotions wben she carried him under 
her bosom, and in whose arms a roan was stabbed. 1 was 
born in 1811, the nintb montb after the 25th of May, and 
my father had thrown himself into the revolution, and my 
mother was agitated every day by the momentary news of 
the progress of the insurrection. Before I could speak 
plainly, tbey began to familiarize my eyes and my tongue 
with the alphabet, such was tbe eagerness with wbich the 
colonials who already felt themselves to be citizens fell to 

educating their children. as may be seen by the decrees of 
tbe gubernatorial junta and tbe other governments of that 
epoch. 

" Full of this holy spirit, the government of San Juan, 
sent, in 1816, for sorne men from Buenos .Ayres, worthy 
by their education and moral character to be teachers ~ 
Prussia, and on the opening of tbe school of La Patria, 1 
passed immediately into the troop of four hundred children 
of all ages and conditions¡ wbo were eager to receive the 
only solid instruction which has been given amongst us in 
primary schools. The memory of Don Ignacio, and Don 
José Jenaro Rodriguez, still awaits the reparation due to 

their immense, their holy services; and 1 must 'not die 
until my country has fulfilled tbat sacred duty. The sen
tiruent of equality was developed in our hearts by the 
epithet of Señor, which we were obliged to give each other 
without regardto condition' or race; and by the morality 
of manners, stimulated by the example of the master; the 
oral lessons, and the punishments which were only severe 
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and humiliating when inflicted for crimes.. Wllen 
a pupil of the reading scbool, an elevated seat was con
structed at the end of tbe hall, a sort of tbrone accessible 
by steps, and I was placed upon it with the name of ' FIRST 

CITIZEN.' Don Ignacio Rodriguez, who is still living, can 
tell if the seat was made for me. A youth named Domin
go Moron succeeded me in tbat honorable place, and it 
afterwards fell into disuse. This circumstance and tbe 
consequent publicity acqllired from tbat time, tbe praises 
of which I was always the object and the witness, must 
bave contributed to give to my manners a character of 
fatuity of which I was not made aware until much later in 
life. From a child, I believed in my talents, as a rich 
man does in his money, or a soldier in his warlike deeds. 
Every one said so, and in nine years of school-life, there 
were not a dozen out of two thousand children who were 
before me in tbeir capacity to learn, notwithstanding that 
at last I hated the school, as well as grammar, algebra, 
and arithmetic. My school morality also must have be
come slack by this eternal school-life, for I remember that 
1 finally fell into disfavor with the master. . . . 

" It is a deserved tribute to my mother to say that we 
were brought up in a holy horror of fillsehood. I was 
always distinguished in school for exemplary veraci,ty, and 
the masters rewarded it by proposing me as a model to 
others, praising me, and -quoting me witb encomiums, so 
that the purpose of being always truthful was deepened 
more and more in me; a purpose which has fonned the 
foundation of my character, and to which all tbe acts of 
my life have testified.· 

" My school apprenticeship was conc1uded by one of those 
acts of injustice so frequent, from which I have guarded 
myself carefully whenever I have been in similar circum
stances. Don Ber.nardino Rivadavia (then President),-
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that unfortunate educator whose well-chosen plans were 
trampled under foot by the Horses of Quiroga, Lopez, 
Rosas, and aH the chiefs of the barbarous reaction move
ment, -summoned from each province six youths of known 
talents to be educated by the nation, in order tliat when 
their studies were conc1uded, they might return to their 
respective cities, lo assume scientific professions and give 
lustre to their country. He asked that they should be 
from decent but poor families, and Don Ignacio Rodriguez 
carne to my father to tell him that my name headed the 
¡ist of chosen children whom the nation was about to take 
under its wing. But the covetousness of the rich. inter
fered: lots were drawn; all the city went to the register
ing, and a list of candidates was made out, and the election 
was made by ballot. Fortune was not the patron of my 
family, and 1 was -not one of the six favored ones. What 
a day of sadness to my parents was that on which the fatal 
notice carne to them ! My mother wept in silence! My 
father buried his face in his hands . 

.. But the fate that had been unjust to me, was nQt so to 
the province, although it knew not how to take advantage. 
in later days, of the riches that were in preparation for it. 
The lot fell to Antonio Aberastain, as poor a hoy as my
self, endowed with remarkable talents, an iron application 
to study, and a moral sentiment which has made him a 
shining example to this day. No one knows better than 1 
the depths of bis character: we were friends from infancy ; 
1, his protegé iJi the adult school, when in 1836, we both 
arrived in San Juan, he from Buenos Ayres, 1 from Chili; 
he began to lend me the support of his infiuence, to raise 
me in bis arms every time the malicious envy of the village 
overwhelmed me with a wave of disfavor or jealousy, every 
time that the leveller vulgarity persisted in reducing me to 
the common herd. Supreme Judge of Doctor Alzadas, 
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he waS always there defelldillg me against the rich young 
men who wished to throw obstacles in my path. 1 have 
owed to this good man, even the marrow of my bones. 
He was full of energy without the appearance of it, humble 
evell to self-annihilation. To him, and to another man in 
Chili, 1 owed still later my own self-estimation, by the 
proofs they lavished upon me of theirs. both serving and 
upholding me more than a fortune could have done. The 
esteem of the good acts as galvanismo A glance of benev
olence from them can say to Lazarus, 'Arise and walk! ' 
1 have never ,Ioved any one as lloved Aberastain; no 
man has left deeper traces of respect and admiration upon 
my heart. 

"After he left San Juan, the Supreme Tribunal of Jus
tice was administered by mell without professional educa
tion, and often so unfit, poor fellows, that they would have 
been stupid mule-drivers. li'ltimately the honorable House 
of Representatives declared that even in default of San
juanino advocates, no fore·igner could be a judge, that is to 
say, no individual oC another cOllfederate province, and this 
legislative act shows the perversion of mi lid into which 
these people have fallen." 1 ' . 

On the occasion of laying the corner-stone of the 
"Sarmiento School " in San Juan, in 1864, -3: splen
did edifice built within the walls of an abandoned 
church, partIy erected many years before, - Colonel 
Sarmiento thus speaks of the influence of school-days 
upon his life. 

1 In bis biograpby of his friend, b. relates tbat snch w .. the common 
feeling of re.peet for Aberastain among bis fellow-pupils in ebildbood, sucb 
bis almos~ morbid cOllscientíousness, that he "cnt by the 50ubriquet of 
u God-tbe-FatheP.'-1 We can hardly appreciate this Spanish cuetom of 
nickoaming, ns we caH ¡t. In tbose communities, half tbe people are 
tnown by Bome fancy name growing out ofpersDoul 01 accidental or charo 
acteriBtic q u.alitie8. 
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" The inspiration to consecrate myself to the education 
of the people. carne to me here in my youth. My labor of 
thirty years. that of serving the countries where I resided 
with schoQls, tums now to its point of departure, to the very 
siro pIe idea of the importance of primary school education 
OVer all other eclucation, to insure the happiness of nations. 
If 1 had been born in Buenos Ayres, or C{)rdova, or in 
Santiago de Chili, the primary education of this part of the 
country would not have arnved at this point when al! are. 
striving for that end. I should have be en preoccupied 
with the brilliant university, and should have aspired to 
its honors. But 1 was bom and educated amidst the peo
pIe of a province where there was no other education than 
that of the public school, anq the 'Escuela de la Patria' 
was oue of the fir;¡t order, without a rival in any private 
one, conducted by a roan so respected by the people and 
the government, that at that time the schoolruaster was 
looked upon as one of the first magistrates of the province. 
Observe, then, by what singular circumstances the school, 
as'an institution, was destined to acquire in roy mind that 
supreme importance which I have never ceased to give it; 
and how, at the close of my travels, I found in the United 
States that the school occupied the same place as in San 
Juan, and brought forth like results. The truth is, that tbe 
first ideas in the child's mind keep the same relative posi
tion always, and however slightly they meet 1Vith confirma, 
tion, grow and develop, and determine the career in life. 
If 1 should express al! my thoughts,I should say that the 
School of La Patria, in San Juan, associated in my mind 
with the recol!ections of the only forro of education with 
which 1 was acquainted, went forth with me froro this prov
inee, and aeeompánied me in al! my wanderings. In Chili 
it took the form of normal sehools; in Europe 1 conneeted 
it with the 6tudy of legislation; in the United States with 
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the spectac1e of its wonderful results, of its temple school
houses, and of the prominent place it holds amOlig the 
institutions of that country. In Buenos Ayres 1 repro
duced it as a seed sown in propitious ground, and 1 retum 
to do the same to-day in San Juan, by reestablishing the 
School of La Patria, completed as an educational institu
tion, and also as a democratic one, and 1 bring to it all the 
acquisitions made in. my long and various travels. No lon
ger confined to three halls that contained in aH but three 
hundred pupils, we have here an edifice that will ena
ble us to thro,\\, off the swaddling-c1othes of infancy. To
day we lay the stone which consecrates to education these 
beginnings' of an unfinished temple. And that you may 
see how advanced ideas have grown, 1 will repeat to you 
what 1 have replied to those who have wished this edifice 
kept to its mst destination, and who yet abandoned it to 
sterility and destruction. 

" At the comer of tbe next block, thirty steps from here, 
thirty years ago, 1 was a nierchant's c1erk, and here pur
sued my solitary studies. Even at tbat time, 1 saw that a 
spacious school-house might be erected within these waIls, 
and with your assistance 1 'IJOW realize my thought after 
the delay of so many years.1 

"Observe another class of ideas and events that deserve 
to be recorded. If the 8chool of La Patria inspired me 
with this. high estimatfon of primary education which has 
distinguished me from the generality of the men of my 
epoch, in my country, its excellence did not come of itself, 
nor frOID the advanced condition of the provinces. It was 
due to a respected family from Buenos Ayres whose head 

1 Tbe citizens of San Juan, of aU c1asses, contributed to the erection of 
tba Sarmiento Schoo), some by tlle produce oí' their farms and otbar 
labo~t the lad1es by theatrical exhibitions, concert~1 fairs, anu many 
liberal men by their money. It was erected witbio tbe ruios of aD abao
doned church. 
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was Don Ignacio Firmen Rodriguez, of venerated memory 
among Sanjuaninos, and whose image is to.day recalled to 
you by the foundation of a new school, the continuation of 
his work. 1 was asked at Buenos Ayres how it was possi
ble that in the year 1818, so near our middle ages, we had 
schools and masters so advanced. This question was also 
put ,to me during my travels in America and Europe, after 
1 ftlUnd in Chili and even in Buenos Ayres itself, less 
advanced pubJic schools than 1 had left here in rny child
hood, schools to be compared only with those of Germany 
and the United States. ' 

" l\iy master explained it to mI! in the last years of his 
Jife, feeling unwilliug to accept aH the eulogies with which 
rny gratitude and myadmiration sought to make his merits 
known. His explanation was that he had read Scotch trea
tises upon instructíon, and had conformed hirnself to their 
principIes. ,In fact, primary education in Scotland has 
been far superior to that of England, and this waS proved 
from early times by its institutions and science. 
D. Ignacio, for thus he was always caHed, read, wrote, and 
ciphered perfectly. He dictated and sent to the press in 
Buenos Ayres, a grammar, an orthography, and a treatise 
upon arithmetic. Later, he taught algebra and sorne geog
raphy. 

"One year 1 saw a book upon his table, which showed 
that he did not yet know Latin, and proposed to learo it. 

"He was religious, which appeared less in cerernonies 
than in precepts, and explanations of the catechism, and 
especially in the frequent inculcation of the principIes of 
morality. 

"His special quality as a master was to inspire re
spect, and 1 ought to say that a11 education is vain in the 
presence of a deficiency of this quality as is the case in the 
generality of rnasters. To-day, for instance, there is not a 
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single -master in San Juan who possesses this primary 
qualification of his profession. 

" In the absence of D. Ignacio, his influence, his shadow, 
1 may say, presided over the schooI. A dull murmur of 
conversation might be heard; but it did not come to be 
noisy, and never rose to a shout; as sóon as he was seen 
ro pass by the window, that suppressed murmur hegan to 
subside and became silence, and this silence was never dis
turbed by any one in his presence; there was no necessity 
of calling ro order, to wbich our masters recur in vain. 1 
preserve still the almost religious impression of this respect 
which he inspired in us aH, without exception, a respect 
which we saw at home was mued with love, and which 
accompanied us to adult years, although many of his 
pupils have occupied stations more exaIted as to social 
position than his OWD. 

"The sphere of bis instruction ;was not very extensive, 
but as we only learn by having our intelligence developed, 
bis mode of teaching went straight to the object, and what
ever he taught we learned well, because he cultivated the 
thinking powers from the beginning. In San Juan there 
were fine readers taught by Íl new and easy method, long 
before they could be found in Chili, and the Sanjuaninos 
of those times were better spellers than there are-, to-day 
among the cultivated yO'!th of Buenos Ayres.' At first he 
tried the system of emulation; his pupils were Cartha
genians and Romans; but later he modified this system by 
giving to each pupil one opponent who always ended by 
being bis best friendo At last he adopted Lancaster's 
method. But tbe system wbich be used to perfection was 
that of simultaneous recitation. 

"He tried. f)very system of punishments during tbe 

1 The Spanish laoguage has been very much adulterated io South 
America. - Ed. 
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nine years that 1 was his pupil, according as his views 
improved, but he never deprived himself of the resource 
of- corporal chastisement, in cases where he deemed it 
necessary. 

"A thousand qualities distinguished this man from the 
generality of teachers, and established his superiority. 
Most of his teaching was oral, especially in grammar and 
arithmetic, and was reasoned out and duly exemplified. 

" D. Ignacio has gone to his grave, but his spirit is en
shrined in the hearts of a people who preserve the tra
ditions of popular edueation. His pupils ha ve diffused it, 
and San Juan and Buenos Ayres, by their improvements in 
edueation, testify to the serviee of the Rodriguez family of 
blessed memory. 

" I have digressed into these details, although by so doing 
I have detained you too long, in order to rouse you to a 
great andnoble effort. San Juan was the first Argentine 
provinee, as 1 have shown you, whieh after the revolution 
of independenee elevated primary edueation to the highest 
grade of perfeetion possible at that epoeh. From San 
Juan wellt forth the impulse whieh in these later days has 
stimulated two republies. San Juan owes it to herself to 
reiístablish the fame of her ancient sehool, and permit me 
to say, that it is the duty of my eountry and my eompatri
ots to aid me in the full development of a system of eom
mon sehool edueation whieh shall puto the seal upon the 
work of thirty years of my life." 

"In regard to my education," he eontinues, "it may be 
said that fate intervened to dog my steps. 1 next went to 
the seminary of Loreto in Cordova, but was obliged to 
retum without entering, for the revolution of Carita left me 
without a Latin teaeher. In 1825, I began to study 
mathematics and surveying under M. Barreau, engineer 
of that provinee. Together we drew up the plan of the 
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streets· of Roji, Desemparados, and Santa Barbara,. and 
from there round to the Pueblo Rajo, and 1 alone, rny 
teacher having abandoned me, that of the Cathedral Santa 
Lucia and Legua. That same year 1 went to San Luis to 
continue with the clergyman Oro the education which the 
revolution of 1824 had interrupted. Ayear later 1 was 
summoned by the government to be sent to the Co))ege of 
the Moral Sciences, and arrived at San Juan, after having 
once refused to go; at the moment when the lancers of 
Facundo Quiroga appeared from the dusty wood, fluttering 
their sinister banners through the streets. 'rhe next year 
1 entered a comrnercial house as a tirnid apprentice, - 1, 
who had been educated by the presbyter Oro, in solitude 
which so develops the imagination, dreaming of con
gresses, war, glory, liberty, in short, of the Republic. 1 
was sad for many days, and, like Franklin, whom his 
parents destined for a soap-boiler, but who was déS
tined to rob the heavens of their Iightnings, and tyrants of 
their sceptres, 1 'took an aversion to the road that leads to 
fortune.' In my musings, in hours of idleness, 1 returned 
to the fields of San Luis, where 1 wandered throughthe 
woods with my Latin gramrnár in my hand studying mas
cula sunt maribus, and interrupting the repetition by throw
ing stones at the birds. 1 missed that sonorou~ voice 
which had for two whol~ years sounded in my ears, placid, 
friendly, moving rny heart-strings, calling out rny senti
ments, elevating my mind. The reminiscences of that 
oral shower which fe)) every day upon rny soul, presented 
thernselves like the pictures of a book whose significance 
we cornprehend by the action of the figures. Peoples, 
history, geography, religion, rnorals, politics, aH these were 
annotated as. in an index, hut 1 missed the book, which 
gave the details, and 1 was alone in the world in the midst 
of parcels of condiments and pieces of chintz, which 1 
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was to measure out by the yard to those who carne U; 
buy them. But there must be books, l said, which treat 
specially of all things and teach them to children, and if 
one understands what he reads, he can learn them witbout 
the assistance of a master, - and l rushed to seek those 
books, and in that remote province, in that hour of taking 
my resolution, l found what l sought, such as l had con
ceived it, prepared by exiled patriots who wished well to 
America, and who had foreseen from London this necessity 
of Soutb America to educate itself, and responding to my 
importunities had sent me the catechisms of Akermann 
which Don Tomas Rojo. had introduced into San Juan. 
'l have found it,' 1 could exclaim like Archimedes, for l 
had foreseen, sought and found those catechisms which 
later in the year 1829, l gave to Don Saturnino Laspiar 
for the education- of his children.1 There was ancient 
history, and that Persia, and that Egypt, those Pyramids, 
and that Nile, of which the clergyman Oro had told me. 
l studied the history of Greece by heart, and then that of 
Rome, feeling myself to be successively Leonidas and 
Brutus, Aristides, Camillus, Harmodius, and Epaminon
das; and this while l was selling herbs and sugar, and 
making grimaces to those who carne to draw me from my 
newly-discovered world where l wished to live. In the 
mornings after sweeping the shop, l read, and as a certain 
Señora passed by on her way from church, and her eyes 
always fell, day after day, month after month, upon that 
boy, immovable; insensible to every disturbance, his eyes 
fixed upon a book, one day, shaking her head, she said 
to her family, ' That lad cannot be good - if those books 
were good he would not read them so eagerly ! ' 

"From that time 1 read every book that fell into my 

1 Tbese were 80me young men whom tbe youthfal Sarmiento taugbt to 
read, tbougb mucb oidor tban mmoelf, aud tbe soos of a w.altby mano 
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hands, without arrangement, with no other guide than the 
chance ",hich brought them to me, or the knowledge 1 had 
acq uired of tbeir existence in the scanty libraries of San 
Juan. The first was the 'Life of Cicero' by Middleton, 
witb very fine plates, and in that book 1 lived a long time 
with the Romans. If 1 had then had half .j;he means of 
doing it, 1 should have studied law to make myself an 
advocate and defend causes like tbat distinguished orator 
",ho was the object of my passionate love. The second 
was the ' Life of Franklin; and no book has ever done me 
more goud. The' Life of Franklin' was to me what 
, Plntarch's Lives ' were to Rousseau, Henry IV., Madame 
Roland, and so many others. 1 felt myself to be Frank
lin, - and why not ? 1 was very poor like him, 1 studied 
like him, and following in his footsteps, 1 might one day 
come, Iike him, to be a doctor ad honorem! and to make 
myself a place in letters and American politics. The 
'Life of Frallklin' should be in every primary school. 
His example is so inspiring, the career he ran so glorious, 
that there would not be a boy at all well-inclined who 
would not try to be a little Franklin, through that noble • 
tendency of the human mind.to imitate models of perfec
tion tbat commend themselves to it. HQly aspirations of 
tbe young soul for the beautiful and tbe perfect! Where 
among our books is the type, tbe practica! possible 'omodel, 
which shall guide tbem ? o Our preachers propose to us the 
saints of heaven, that we may imitate their ascetic virtues 
and scourgings, but however well-intentioned a boy may 
be, he soon renounces the pretension to perform miracles, 
for tbe simple reason that those wha counsel him to try it, 
do not perform any themselves." 

It was at "tbis time that he read the Bible with bis 
uncle the presbyter Albarracin, Paley's "Natural 
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Theology and Evidences of Christianity," "The True 
Idea of the Holy See," and "Feijoo" (a Catholic 
writer who tried to reason away many of the super
stitious observances of the Church, and carne very 
near falling into the hands of the Inquisition for so 
doing). 'J'i¡is completed that eminently religious and 
raisonnée e(lucation which had come to him from the 
cradle, transmitted from his mother to the schoolrnas
ter, from his mentor Oro to the Presbyter Albarracin. 

PUBLIC LIFE. 

"At sixteen 1 entered prison, and carne out of it with 
political opinions diametrically opposed to those of Silvio 
Pellico, to whorn prisons taught tbe moral of resignation 
and self-annihilatlon. From the time 'My Prisons' fell 
into my hands, 1 was inspired witb a horror of that doc
trine of moral discouragement which it went forth to 
preach through the world, and which was 50 acceptable to 

• kings, who felt that they were thre·atened by the energy of 
their people. How would the human race have advanced; 
if in order to comprehend the interests of their country, 
men needed to have spiritual exercises in the dungeons 
of Spielberg, the Bastille, and Santos Lugares? W oe to 
the world ifthe Czar ofRussia, the Emperorof Austria, or 
the tyrant Rosas conId teach morality to mankind! Silvio 
Pellico's book is the death of the souJ, the morality of dun
geons, the slow poison of degradation of mind. He and 
his book have happily passed away, and the worId has gone 
on in spite of the cripples, paralytics, and valetudinarians 
whom political struggles have left. 

"1 was a shopkeeper by profession in 1827, and J do not 
remernber whether 1 was also Cicero, Franklin, or The
mistocles (it depends upon what book 1 was reading at the 
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time of the catastrophe), but 1 was told for the third lime 
to c10se my shop and mount guard in the character af en
sign of mili tia, to which rank 1 had of late been promoted. 
1 was very much opposed to that guard, and over my own 
signature 1 complained of the service, and used the expres
sion, 'with which we are oppressed.' 1 was at once re
Iieved of the guard, and summoned into the presence of 
the colonel of the army of Chili, Don Manuel Quiroga, 
then Goyernor of San Juan, who at the moment was taking 
his ease, seated in the court-yard of the Government House. 
This circumstance and my extreme youth (sixteen), natu
rally authorizea the Governor, on speaking to me, to keep 
his seat, and keep on his hato But it was the first time 1 
had presented myself before one in authority. 1 was young, 
ignorant of Iife, haughty by educationl and perhaps by my 
daily contact with Cresar, Cicero, and otber favorite person
ages, and as the Governor did not answer my respectful 
salute, before answeriug his question, 'Is this your signa
ture, sir?' 1 hurriedly lifted my bat, intentionally put it 
on again, and answered resolutely, ' Yes, sir.' 

"The dumb scene that followed would have perplexed 
tbe spectator, doubting which was the chief and which the 
subaltern, who were defying each other .by their glances, 
the eyes of each wide open and fixed upon each other; tbe 
Governor endeavoring to make me cast down min~ by the 
f1ashes of anger that g\eamed from bis own, and r with 
mine fixea unwinking, to make him understand that his 
rage was aimed at a soul fortified against all intimidation. 
1 conquered, and in a transport of anger, he called an aide
de-camp and sent me to prison. 

" Friends f1ew to see me, among tbem Laspuir, now min
ister, who was very fond of me; he advised me to do wbat 
be had" alwllys done, yield before difficulties. My father 
came soon, and after 1 had told him the story, he said, 
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'You have done a foolish thing, but it is done; now bear 
the consequences with courage.' The affair was followed 
up. 1 was asked if 1 had heard the government complained 
of. 1 answered,' Yes, by many.' When asked for narnes, 
1 said, 'Those" who had spoken in my presence had not 
authorized me to communicate their opinions to the au
thorities.' They insisted; 1 persisted; they threatened 
me; 1 held my tongue; they abandoned the cause, and 1 
was set at liberty. 

" 1 was initiated thus by the authorities themselves into 
the party questions of the city; into questions which divided 
the Republic, and it was not in Rome or in Greece that 1 
was to seek for liberty and country, hut there, in San Juan, 
in the horizon where the events opened that were prepar
ing in the last days of Rivadavia's presidency. • . • 

"At the" fiesta of Pueblo Viejo, 1 fired a sky-rocket at 
the hoofs of a group of horses, and Colonel Quiroga, then 
ex-governor, came out from among the horsemen to mal
treat me, attributing to malice prepense what was ooly a 
piece of folly. We had a wordy dispute, he on horseback, 
1 on foot. He had a train of fifty horsemen, and 1 fixed 
my eyes upon him and his 'spirited horse to avoid being 
trampled upon, when 1 felt something touch me behind in 
a disagreeable and significant manner. 1 ¡tut my hand be
hind me, and touched - the barrel of a pistol, which was 
left in my hand. 1 was also at that instant the head of a 
phalanx, which had gathered in my defense. The Federal 
party, headed by Quiroga Carril, was on the point of a 
hand-to-hnnd encounter with the Unitario party, whom 1 
served. unconsciously at that momento The ex-governor 
rode off, "confounded by the mocking laughter he heard, 
and perhaps astouished at being a second time worsted in 
the presence of a boy who did not arrogantly give him 
provocation, nor timidly yield when once embarked in a 
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bad uDdertakiDg. The Dext day 1 was a UDitario; a mODth 
later 1 knew the party questioDs iD their very esseDce, kDew 
their persoDages aDd their views, for from that momeDt 1 
eDtered UpOD the volumiDous study of OppOSiDg priDciples. 

" WheD the war broke out, 1 gave iDto the haDds of rny 
aUDt, Doña ÁDgela, tbe shop J had iD charge, eDlisted witb 
the troops which had riseD iD iDsurrectioD agaiDst FacuDdo 
Quiroga in the Quijadas, made the campaign of Jachel, 
found myself in the eDcouDter at TafiD, escaped beiDg 
taken prisoIÍer with the carts and borses which 1 had pre
viously taken in the Posito, under the order of Don Javier 
Angulo, fied with my father to Mendoza, where the very 
troops which had cODquered us in San JuaD had risen 
against the Aldaos, aDd shortly after was Dominated adju
tant." 

He was subsequently an approved instructor of re
cruits, then second director of the Military Academy, 
to which office he was assigned for his knowledge of 
eavalry maneuvers and tactics, due to his peculiar hab
its of study. The campaign of Mendoza, which ended 
in the horrible tragedyof Pilar, brought on by the bad 
faith of Aldao~ was to hirn the poetry, the idealization, 
theO realization ofhi; readings. He was only eighteen, 
a beardless youth, unknown to the world, but he lived 
in an eestasy of enthusiasm, ready at any moment to 
be a hero, to sacrifice himself, or to die, in order to 
obtain the smal!est result in the cause for which he 
fought, - which was liberty to al! as wel! as to hirnself. 
He describes himself as fighting with "demoniac" 
zeaJ, the first in pursuit of guerillas, regardless of 
danger j indeed, so beside hiniself, that at Jast his 
superior officer took away his rifle, as one takes a noisy 

21 • 
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trumpet from chiluren, till they learn to do what they 
are bid. 

These combats \Vere in the streets of the city, and 
the conquerors in one. were no\V prisoners in another. 
Bis father followed him everywhere like a tutelar 
angel, but was often unable to restrain his fanaticism. 
Indeed, on one occasion, when the noble Leprida most. 
affectionately and earnestIy, but in vain, endeavored to 
withdraw him from the combat, - the illustrious Lep
rida, President of that Congress of Tucuman, which 
declared the independence of Spallish rule, and before 
whom the most eminent men of the Republic bowed 
their heads, as before one of the fathers of their coun
try, and who perished in that terrible massacre,- he al so 
obliged his father to fiee without him, who lingering 
too long on the road, almost beside himself with anxiety 
and shame for having preserved his own life by fiight, 
was at last tak;en prisoner and carried to San Juan, 
where he escaped being shot only by a ransom of two 
thousand doIlars. The young Sarmiento escaped many 
perils at that time - that of being shot by the order of 
his o\Vn government, frOID" which he was saved by 
a noble foe, who carried him and other enthusiastic 
youths who wel·e brought prisoners to him, to the sheJ
ter of his own roof, where he protected them at the 
risk of his own Jife; the peril of being shot in the 
barracks by three assassins instigated by Aldao, be
side that of innumerable skirmishes and engagements. 
He says human nature never showed itseJf more un
worthy to him than in that treacherous attack of the 
drunken friar, AJdao, upon a group of sixty officers, 
who had assembJed afier a trucehad been agreed upon. 
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It was at that time that two hundred persons fell vic
tims to the atrocities of Aldao, among whom were 
twenty of Sarmiento's own friends. But such is the 
elasticity of youth, that while a prisoner in his own 
house in Mendoza, to escape Aldao, an opportunity 
offering to study French with a soldier of Napoleon, 
who did not know Spanish nor the grammar of his own 
language, in six weeks frolD the beginning he had made 
such progress as to have translated twelve volumes. 

He kept his books upon the dining-table (it was the 
sight of a French library in the place that had awak
ened his zeal), removed them at meal times, extin
guished his candle at t\\'o in the 1D0rning, or when the 
reading absorbed him entirely, passed two 01' three 
days in succession, seated, with his dictionary by his 
side. Fourteen years afterward, on visiting France, 
he learned to pronounce the language. 

It was after these events that with his family and 
those of the most promiuent citizens of San Juan, he 
emigrated to Chili, to escape the fearful tyranny de
s¡:ribed in the work now published. At fil16t he kept 
school in Los Ande.s, then was a shopkeeper in Pocur~, 
with a· small capital provided by his family, afterwards 
a commercial cIerk in Valparaiso, then majordomo of 
mines in Copiapo. While in Valparaiso, earning an 
ounce a month, he paid half of it to Rickard, the Eng
lish professor, and two reals a week to the watchman 
of the ward, to wake' him at two in the morning fur his 
English studies. Saturday nights he passed without 
sleep, to eke.l)ut the leisure of Sundav. After he had 
taken lessolls six weeks, Rickard told" him that he only 
wanted the pronun~iation, which he did not acquire, 
however, till very lately. 
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Whilc majordomo of thc Copiapo mines, hc translated 
a voluml' a day of thc sixty volumes ofSir Walter Scott's 
works, bcside sorne othcr books. His reading in Val
paraiso was very extensivtl, and these readings, enriched 
by several languagcs, spl'ead out befare him all the 
great disl'ussions of philosophical, political, moral, and 
l'eligious ideas, and to use his own expression, .. opened. 
the pOI"eS of his ~ntel1igcnce to imbibe them." When 
the labol' of the mining day was over, he met, in a 
certain kitchen where they partook of refreshment, 
other Argentine majordomos, foremen, and laborers, 
exiles like himself, to discuss politics, and in the even
ings assembled at-thc house of another, the only one 
who had a family establishment there, thus keeping up 
thcir habits of civilized life. At these reunions, in his 
miner'a drcss, - ",hich eon8isted of doublet alld hose, 
stripcd drawers, a red cap, and a broad 8a8h, from 
which depl1nded a purse capable of holding twenty-five 
~ounds of augur, but in whieh he always kept se,'eral 
bundles of tobaceo, a dreaa he had aS8umed partly from 
funey and partly from economy, - he was always the 
O1"llc1e to which aH appealed for points of history, geog
raphy, 01' other book learning, Anecdotes are told of 
the .astonishment of strangers at the little learned miner, 
who was supposed to be only a peon who had strayed 
into thc company. Once, for want of the book, he 
recited a ",hole pamphlet he had written upon a plan 
for planting a colony on the Colorado River, and made 
converts . too - for he was from his youth always elo
querit upon the point of eultivating the soil. In the 
proper place we shaH speak of his sueccss in later life 
in showiDg to his countrymen ~he advantages of agri-
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eulture o~ alttle-growin~. While at CopiallO it W'I.S 

his bahit lo entertain the minen by drawings of birds 
ud animals, and he taugbt Frell('n lo MlIers, rol" those 
whu knew less than himself were always objects of in
tel"l'st ro him. 

In 1886. he retorned. lo San Juan, ill ""th a cel~bral 
attack, destitute of resources, scareely Imo"'n lo any 
one, for few old &iends llad yet retumed fl'Ol11 exile. 
A complicated operation in arithmetic, whidl tite in
COIIlpetent govemment needed, brought him apin inlo 

notice. and after suffering inauy privations, he gradu
all, took his place again ",ith Cortinez, Aberastain, 
QuirGg1l Rosas, and Rodrigue&, blen of mm án<l edu
cation, worthy lo figure in auy pan of South Ami'rioa. 
Togetber they fuunded a rollege fOr )"UUng ladií's, in &id 
of whieh project be had written a rordble al'peal fur 

. tbe edueation of women, alld of which he was made 
director - and auother fuI" men, wbieh was not allowed 
lo sueceed. The college tul" ladits Iasted but two years, 
bul left its mark upon tlle sot".iety of San JulUl. A 
clrunatic society· and . many public aDlu"tnents that 
tended lo cultivate_ and improve mannen, were among 

. tite impro\'ements made by these young men, stimu
lated by the undying seal and encuti-n! ability of Sar
miellt~l. Here, in tite library of Quiroga Rosas, he 
fuund Villemain, and Sehle~l; in litentture, JoutTroi, 
Lermennier, Guimt, Cousin; in: philosophy, To<.'que
Tille. and Pedro Lerou~; tlle ',' En('ycl0redic R~·yiew," 

• u syntAesis of .. 1I opinions, Charles Didier, aud a lIun
dred othe\' .autltors, w1l0m he de\'Oul\.>d ",ilb a,·i<lity. 
For t1l\'O ~rs these books Ñmished material fuI" iro.
~oned disc~ns between tite friends, aud ID this 
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school of philosophy, as he considered it, they talked 
over the new doctrines, attacked, defended, resisted, 
and were at last more 01' less conquered by them. 
Here his own mind, hitherto but a reflecting mirror of 
the ideas of others, began to move and march on. He 
now began to think cIearly for himself on aH subjects. 

"The European mind," as he expresses it, "began to 
transfuse itseIf into the American mind, and I began te 
appIy to the different circumstances of the two theatres of 

.action the results at which 1 arrived. 
"It was in 1837 that 1 learned Italian, in company with 

young Rawson,1 whose talents had then begun to show them
selves strikingIy.5everal years afterward, when editing 
the 'Mercurio' in Santiago de Chili, I familiarized myseIf 
with Portuguese, which is very easy. In Paris, still Iater, 
1 shut myseIf up fifteen days with a German grammar and 
dictionary, and transIated six pages to the satisfaction of 
an intelligent man who gave me Iessons, that supreme 
effort Ieaving me an incomplete scholar, although I thought 
1 had caught the structure of thaf rebellious idiom. 

o " 1 taught French to many persons for the sake of spread
ing good reading among them; and to sundry of my friends 
1 taught it without giving them lessons .. To put them in 
the path which 1 had trodden, I said, ,y 011 must not fail 
to study - I am coming.' And when I saw their self-Iove 
fairly piqued, I gave them a few lessons upon the way to 
study for themsel ves. 

"In all these efforts I always had in full activity the 
organ of instruction, and which was more cultivated in me 
tban any other; educated by the living speech of the 
presbyter Oro, and the curate Albarracin, and always 
seeking the society of well-informed men, then and after-

1 Lat. Secretary of Stat. in tb. Republico 
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wards my friends. Aberastain, Penero, Lopez, Alberdi, 
Gutienez, Oro, Tejedor, Fragueiro, Montt, and many oth
ers, contributed, without knowing it, to develop my mind, 
transmitting their ideas to me, and giving me an opportu
nity to unfold my own as the complement to theirs. 

" How are ideas formed? 1 believe that in the mind of 
one who studies,it happens as in those inundations of riv
ers where the waters deposit little by little the particular 
solids washed down by thero, and with which they fertilize 
the adjacent territory." 

With t1e aid of the old friends whom he found in 
San Juan, he founded at this time a periodical called 
" La Zonda," which criticized village manners, pro
moted the spirit of enthusiasm, and would have been 
of incalculable benefit, if the government, which the 
periodical did not attack, had not felt a horrible appre
hension of the light it was sending abroad. 

" Out of this came my second imprisonment,". he say~, 
" for refusing to pay twenty-six dolIars, of which in viola
tion of the laws and decree< in force, the government pro
posed to rob me. Don Antonio Benavides (Governor), 
and Don Antonio Maradona (Minister), jOlntIy and in 
solidum owe me tweñty-six doIlars every day that impends, 
and they shall pay me, as God lives, one or the other of 
thero. sooner or later, the latter rather than the former. 
because a minister is put in his place to give counsel to 
the governor, who do es not know so weIl the laws of his 
country, too self-willed to be restrained by laws, those frail 
barriers to his caprice, but which are insuperable through 
the resp"ect their direét agents deserve among cultivated 
men. The--governor of San Juan, wishing to free the prov
ince from the serious evils which. might be brought upon 
h by the publicati?n of a periodical which was edited by 
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four men of letters competent to tbe task - tbat is, not 
wishing any one to examine his acts or enlighten public 
opinion, sent me word that the second number of 'La 
Zonda' was worth twelve doHars. 1 ordered the printer 
to draw so many dollars, and 'La Zonda' died of that 
suffocation." 

One day he received a summons to appear before 
the governor, who asked him if he had obeyed th~ 
order to pay twenty-six dollars fOl" the last number of 
" La Zonda."· He replied that it was an iIIegal de
mand, and that he had had no official notice to pay it, 
for the messenger by whom it was sent, the printer, 
",as not a legal niessenger, and the law provided that 
no money should be required of writers, the publishers 
having the benefit of sales, in order to encouráge pub
lications. Finding him resolute in his refusal, Bena
vides threw him into prison. His friends visited him 
and advised him to yield the point, in order to save the 
college of which he ",as director. The aide-de-camp 
carne to receive the money, and received a ",arrant 
against a merchant, accompanied by his own signature, 
by which Sarmiento was to recover in due time, in 
view of the law which "'as violated to his injury, the 
sum of which he was despoiled, with damages. Thus 
ended this affair, but he says,-

"My situation in San Juan became more and more 
thorny every day, as the political horizon became more and 
more charged withthreatening clouds. Without any plan 
of Jife, without influence, repelling the idea of conspiracy, 
in coffee-houses, and assemblies, as weH as in the presence 
of Bena,ides, 1 spoke my convictions with aH the sincerity 
of my nature, and the suspicions oí the government c10sed 
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around me on every side like a cloud of flies buzzing in 
myears. 

"In 183!! an incident complicated the situation. The 
friar Aldao was defeated, and his instantaneous arrival in 
San Juan was announced. The few men who opposed the 
government feared for their lives. Dr. Aberastain was the 
only Dne who would not flee. 1 prevailed upon him to go, 
- 1 begged him to go, and he yielded to my request. 1 
was the only one who knew Aldao well. 1 alone had been 
in Mendoz'a the spectator of atrocities of which two 
hUlldred unhappy persons, twenty of whom were my 
friends and companions, had been the victims: vVhen they 
spoke to me of preparing for the intended flight, 1 gave 
reasons of convenience and duty which obliged me to 
remain in San Juan, to which they could but give assent. 
Aldao did notcome, but the fears of the government and 
the rage of the new and hitherto unknown men into 
whose hands it had put arms, were concentrated upon 
me. 

"At that time 1 made· a supreme effort. 1 saw Mara
dona the ex-minister, the representatives of Sala, and as 
many men as could inflilence the mind of Benavides, in 
order that they might restrain' him, if possibl~, from the 
abyss into wh~ch 1 SR'" him rushing - despotism, chieftain
ship, the overthrow of all the foulldations on which society 
reposes. The growing tyrant sent for me. 

1, I 1 know that you are conspiring, Don Domingo.' 
" litis false, sir; 1 do not conspire.' 
" I Yon are influencing the Representatives.' 
" I Ah! that is another thing; your ExcelIency se es that 

there is ~o conspiracy. 1 have my right to apply to the 
magistrates and the representatives of the people, to prevent 
the calamities which your Excelleney is preparing for the 
c<luntry. Y our Exc!,llency is alone, isolated, obstinate in 
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carrying out your plan, and 1 am interested, that those who 
can and ought to do it, should restrain you in time.' 

" 'Don Domingo. you will force me to take measures.' 
" , And what matters it? ' 
,. 'Severe ones.' 
" , And what matters it? ' 
" 'You do not lUlderstand what 1 mean.' 
" , Yes, 1 understand - to shoot me, and what matters 

it? ' 
" Benavides looked at me as if fascinated; and 1 protest 

that he· could not see on my countenance any sign of 
boasting. 1 was inspired at that moment by the spirit of 
God. 1 was the r~presentative of the rights of aB, which 
were about to be trampled on. 1 saw in the countenanee 
of Benavides symptoms of appreciation, of compassion, 
of respect, and 1 wished to respond to this movement of 
his souI. 

" 'Sir,' 1 said, 'do not defile yourself with crime. 
When you can tolerate me no longer, hanish me to Chili ; 
in the mean time, remember that 1 must labor to restrain 
yo u, if possible, fron! the preeipiee over whieh ambition 
and unbridled passion are hurrying you: and then 1 took 
my leave. 

" Sorne days afterwards 1 was again .summoned to the 
Governor's house. 

" , 1 have been convineed that you have reeeived letters 
from Salta and the encampment of Brinuela.' 

" , Yes, sir; and 1 was preparing to hring them to you.' 
" '1 knew the papers had arrived, but 1 was ignorant,' 

he added angrily, 'that you wished to show them to 
me.' 

" '1 had not made a fair copy of the representation 1 
had made, with which to aceompany them. Y our Exeel
leney has both now.' 
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" , These proclamations are printed here.' 
" , y ou are mistaken, sir, they were printed in Salta.' 
" , There! do not deceive me.' 
" , 1 never deceive, sir. 1 repeat that they were printed 

in Salta. The press of San Juan has not this small capital; 
this other type, that' --

" Benavides insisted, sent for Galaburri the printer, and 
was convinced of his error. 

" , Give me this paper.' 
" '1 will read it to you, sir; it is in manuscript.' 
" , Read it, then.' 
" 1 was silent. 
'" Read it.' 
" 'WiII your Excellency send away the Chief of Police, 

in whom 1 do not wish to place confidence.' 
"And when he had gone out, while Benavides threw 

glances upon me that threatened death, as if 1 ought to 
pay for his bad education, which made him a third party, 1 
read rny factum in a clear expressive voice, pausing upon 
each conception that 1 wisned to make salient, giving force 
to those ideas which 1 wished to make penetraterny audi
tor. When 1 had finisheÍl reading, which had ¡:lut me into 
a state of exaltation1 .r raised my eyes, and read in the 
countenance of the chief - indifference! Not one single 
idea had penetrated his soul, nor had a suspicion arisen in 
it. His will and his ambition were a cuirass which de
fended his heart and his intellect. 

" Benavides is a cold man : and to tbis San Juan owes hav
ing be en less abused than the other provinces. He has an 
excellent ~~art, and is tolerant; envy has little part in his 
mind; he is patient and tenacious. Afterwards 1 refiected 
that reason ii! impotent in a certain state of culture; its 
edges are blunted and slip over thosé smooth and hardened 
sunaces. Like the generaJity of men in our countries, he 



332 BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH. 

has no clear consciousness of law or of justice. 1 bave 
heard hirn say, candidly, that the province wOlJld never do 
well till it had no lawyers, tbat his cornrade Ibarra lived 
tranquilly, and governed well, because be alone, in two 
cases out of three, decided a11 causes. Rosas has his best 
support in Benavides; it is the force of inertia in exercise, 
calling everything to be quiet and dead, without violence 
and withollt parade. The province of San Juan is, with 
the exception of La Rioja, San Luis, and sorne other cities, 
one that has fallen lowest, because Benavides has im
pressed upon it bis materialism, his inertia, his abandon
ment of aH that constitutes public Iife, which is just wbat 
despotism requires. The people eat, they sleep, they talk, 
they lallgh if they can, - and keep quiet, that in twenty 
years hence, tbeir sons may walk on four feet. 

"Benavides had no ministcr then; all the Federals 
avoided him, and he alone, with tbe aid of his troops, car
ried on his insane designs. Thus men in powertake the 
name of the people to call themselves governments, after 
they have degraded and abused them ! He bad marle one 
Espinosa, a drunken Tucuman, though a valiant fellow, chief 
of his forces; and one Herrera, a Chilian banilit, taken out 
of prison, and a cornic actor whom 1 had hissed in the 
theatre, were called into the service, the latter as captain ; 
the Indian Saavedra, an assassin and highwayman, was 
another. Juan Fernandez, a young man of good family who 
had voluntarily descended into the rabble where he passed 
his time in intoxication and garnbling, the most despicable 
and despised creature then in San Juan, was his aide-de
campo An Italian impostor, corrupt, clownish, and igno
rant, was made mayor. Under the orders of these chiefs, 
the scori::e of society, many obscure young men of good 
intentions, bllt ignorant and from the lowest orders of soci
ety, had been called into the service. Sorne of them, 
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even from that bad sehool, turned out good members 
of society, however. FinalIy, 1 was summoned a fOllrth 
time to the government hOllse. This time 1 was prepared. 
1 knew that a terrible blow was to be inflicted, and tbat 1 
was the appointed victim. It was Sllnday, and 1 had taken 
leave of sorne friends at borne half in jest and half in 
earnest, and written down that my Jife was in danger. 1 
obeyed the summons, however, taking with me a servant 
wbo could give information of my imprisonment should 
that event occur. 1 met on the way one of my frien as, 
and resisted his prayers and supplications that 1 would not 
present myself. 

" , They are going to arrest you ; everything is prepared.' 
" 'Let me alone; Benavides has sent for me by an 

aide-de-camp, and 1 should be ashamed not to answer the 
call.' 

"They arrested me! And at oration, when the guard 
presented itself that was to take me to the prison, the 
noise of swords made my nerves thrill; there was a hum
ming in my ears, and 1 was afraid! Death, which 1 be
Jieved my doom at that' moment, looked to me sad, dis
graceful, guilty; and 1 hl\d not the courage to accept it in 
that character. Nothing happened then, howe.ver, except 
that 1 was fastened into my dungeon with shackles. The 
days pássed, and the mind habituated itself to conquer its 
anxieties and disenchantment, as the eyes habituated them
selves to the darkness. 1 was a passive victim, and except 
my family, no one seemed to care for my fate. My cause 
was no one's but my own. 1 suffered because 1 had been 
indiscreet, because 1 had desired to attack the evil without 
posséssin~-the means to attack it; to material facts 1 op
posed protest,s, and solitary abnegation, and the facts took 
their own course in spite of me . 

. " On the night of the 17th of Nóvember, at two in the 
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moming, a group of horsemen parading in front of tite 
prison, cried out,' Death to the Unitarios.' So without 
antecedents was that cry, so coldly and cornposedly did it 
proceed out of the mouths of those who pronounced it, 
that it was evident that it was a thillg arranged and agreed 
upon dispassionately. 1 understood perfectly that there 
was sorne design on foot. At four o'clock the same thing 
was repeated. 1 was awake, writing so me foolish thing 
which kept me entertained. At dawn, an Andalusian was 
brought into the prison who pretended to be drunk, and in 
the midst of repartees and laughable jokes, designed to 
distract the attention of the sentinels, in passing me, rnak
ingO an evolution round another prisoner who was with me, 
he let fall short phmses - 'They are going to assassillate 
them. The troops are coming into the square --o The 
comrnandalit Espinosa is going to lance -- Señor Sar
miento! -- Save yOllrself if you can! ' 

" This time 1 was equal to the situation. 1 sent horne a 
boy, wrote to the bishop that he rnust not be frightened, 
and that he rnust try by his presence to save me; but the 
poor old rnan did just the contrary; he was frightened, 
and his legs would not hold hirn up. The troops carne 
and forrned in the square; the boy who stood at the door 
of the dungeon in the character of a telegraph, communi
cated to me a1l the movements. Sorne cries were heard 
in ~he square, a,nd there was rnuch running of horses. 1 
saw the lance of Espinosa pass by. There was a moment 
of silence, and soon eighty oflicers c01lected in a group 
near the prison, crying, ' Bring down the pnsoners l' The 
oflicer of the guard carne to me and ordered me to go out. 

" , By whose order? ' 
" , By Cornmandant Espinosa's.' 
" , 1 do not obey.' 
"He then passed on to the next ce1l, and brought out 
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Oro and exhibited hilD. But on seeing him they cried, 
• Come down! Not he! Sarmiento!' 

... Go then,' 1 said to myself, • there is no way of getting 
excused here.' 1 went out and was saluted with a hur
rah of threats and insults by men who did not know me, 
with the exception of two who had reason to detest 
me. 

" • Come down! Come down ! Crucify him.' 
... 1 do not obey! You have no right to send for me." 
" , Officer' of the guard, strike him down with your 

sword !' 
" • Go down,' said the latter to me with his sword up-

lifted . 
• , • 1 do not obey,' 1 said, taking hold of the iron railing. 
" • Go down !' and he struck me with his sword. 
". 1 do not obey,' 1 repeated quietly. 
" • Give him the edge!' cried Espinosa, foaming with 

rage. • If he stays up there, 1 wiII pierce him with my 
lance, Mr. officer of the guard.' 

" • Go down, sir, for God's sake,' said the good official in 
a luw voice, ashamed, in spite of himself, and half weep
ing; while he discharged blows upon me with his sword . 
• 1 shall give you the edge, indeed 1 shall.' 

" • Do what you please,' 1 said. '1 do not obey.' 
" Sorne cries of alarm from two windows in the square 

from voices which were known to me, on seeing that sword 
rise and fall, had disturbed me a little. But 1 wished to 
die as 1 had lived, as 1 had sworn to live, without even 
willfully consenting to violence. Besides, 1 must humbly 
confess that 1 had a littIe stratagem in reserve. 1 had 
ascertainetl that Benavicies was not in the square, and this 
datum had e¡;¡abled me rapidly to arrange my plan of de
fense. The railing of the City H~ll steps was really my 
tahle of safety. 'The troops have come to the square,' 1 
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said to myself. 'N ow Bena vides has a part in this affair, 
but he is not here, in order. to refer this outrage to the 
Federal enthusiasm, as Rosas called the assassination of 
Man.a, which he denounced as 'an atrocious license in a 
moment of profound and immense popular irritation.' 
The prison is in a straight line, a sqllare and a half from 
Benavides' house. Sound runs so many leagues a minute, 
and to go two hundred and twenty-five yards required only 
a second of time. In vain would the Governor have 
wished to wash his hands of that anonymous outrage, for 
here was I in a high and respectable place to send the 
crime to its source and origino The servants of Bena vides' 
house, one of his scribes, and his aide-de-camp, ran on see
ing the swordgnsten as it revolved in the air over my 
head. and oue after another. as they ran into the house, 
shrieked, ' Sir! sir! they are killing Don Domtngo!' 1 
had then caught my cunning gaucho in his own neto 
Either he confessed himself an accomplice, or he would 
send the order to leave me in peace. Benavides had not 
courage at that time to take that responsibility; my blood 
would have been distilling over his heart drop by drop an 
the rest of his life ! 

"When the furies who cried 'come down,' were con
vinced that 1 would not dieunder the hoofs of the horses, 
it being my pleasure to do that in a· decent and clean 
place, tenor twelve rushed up the steps, and catching me 
in their arms, carried me down, at the moment when a 
dozeu hussars whom Espinosa had sent for to despatch 
me, had arriv¡;d at the spot. But Espenosa wished to see 
my face and to terrify me. The comic actor whom 1 
hissed in the theatre, made captain of the Confederacy, 
held his sword at my breast with bis eyes fixed on 
Espinosa, ready at a signal to thrust it into me. The 
commandant whirled his lance and pricked me on my side, 
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uttering blasphemies. 1 kept my countenance composed, 
stereotyped, just as 1 wished·it to look after death. Espi
nosa pricked harder, but my countenance remained impassi
ble, if 1 might judge by the rage it inspired him witb, for 
recovering his lance, he gave me a horrible thrust. The 
blade was half a yard long and the width of a hand, and 1 
preserved for many a day the scar which was left on my 
wrist by my effort in wresting it out of my side. Then 
the brute prepared to satiate his mocking rage. J, in
spired by the sentiment of self-preservation, and calcu
lating that it was time for Benavides' aide-de-camp to 
arrive, raised my hand over my head and said imperiously, 
, Listen! Commandant,' and as he lent his attention, 1 
turned round, thrust myself under the gaIlery to get round 
the other side of the horses, and as 1 arrived at the end 
they feIl upon me. 1 warded off a cloud of bayonets with 
both hands, and at tbat moment the Governor's aide arrived 
with orders to suspend the farce, consenting only that they 
should shave me, as they had done to many others. If he 
had not permitted sorne punishment, Espinosa would have 
whoIly lost the dominion of his passions, and 1 should not 
have had sufficient coolness to puIloff the mask under 
which Benavides wished to hide himself. They put me 
into the lowest dungeon, and then occurred a scene 
which doubled the terror of the people: my mother and 
two of my sisters defied the guards, ascended the steps ; 
they were seen to go in and out of the empty ceIls, then 
descended like a vision, and rushed to the house of Bena
vides to demand the son, the brother! O, the agonies 
that despotism inflicts ! 

"Whatopassed next many know, but it was not 1 who 
supplicated or gave satisfaction! for on no day of that 
trial did J belie the severity of my principies nor did my 
spirit flag again. One thing in reg~rd to this event 1 will 

22, 
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record here for the benefit of those who despair of due 
punishment being meted ou\ to crimes committed with 
impunity ten years ago. The perpetrators of that bloody 
farce, all without one exception, have died a bloody death. 
A fatal ball struck Espinosa at Angaco. Acha, coming 
suddenly into the street one dark night, fired a few shots 
out of mere wantonness into the square, and the comic 
actor, ",ho hoped for Espinosa's signal to stab me, fel! 
dead from his horse; the Indian Saavedra, who had given 
me a thrust, was assassinated. And the crippled gaucho 
Fernandez, who wallowed in drunkenness and dissipation, 
if he yet lives, it is to show who was the Govemor's adju
tant in those days of madness and infamy. Like my 
mother, I believe- in Providence; and Barcena, Gaetan, 
Salomon, and a11 the Mashorqueros (thugs) assassinated by 
each other, or sentenced by him who had put the dagger 
into their hands, devoured by remorse, desperation, deli
rium, and the contempt of men, tormented by epilepsy or 
wasted by consumption, have made me hope yet for 
the end which will adjust all things. Rosas is a1ready in 
despair 1 His body is a skeleton, trembling and disjointed. 
The venom of his soul is corroding the vase which holds it, 
and you will soon hear it crack, that his putrescent exist
ence may give place to the rehabilitation of morality and 
justice, and to the sentiments of humanity compromised 
for so many years. W oe, then, to those wbo have not re
pented of their crimes! The greatest punishment that 
can be inflicted upon thero is to live, and I wish to inflict 
upon all, without exception, this punishment. 

" My residence of four years in San Juan - and this is the 
only epoch of my adult !ife that I have resided in my OWD 

country -was a continuous and obstinate combato 1,like 
others, wished to e1evate myself, and the least concession 
on my~ part would have opened to me the door to the 
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adlllinistration of Benavides, and to a place in bis arroyo He 
desired it, and in tbe beginning had agreat esteem for 
me; but 1 wisbed to rise in tbe world witbout sinning 
against lllorality or cOlllmitting crimes against Iiberty and 
civilization. Public balls, societies, masquerades, tbeatres, 
1 was always at tbe bead of; to tbe growing ignoran ce 1 
opposed colleges; to tbe crillle of governing witbout law 
or justice 1 replied witb a periodical; against tbe attempt 
to suppress sucb a publication illegally, 1 gave my person 
to tbe prison; against tbe bolding of extraordinary powers 
1 adyocated by speecb and writing tbe right of petitioning 
tbe representatives in order to make tbem fulfill their 
duty; to intimidation 1 opposed firnmess and contempt; to 
tbe knife of tbe 18tb of November, an impassible counte
nance, and patience under mocking impositions and igno
ble deceit. Everytbing that is evil has been said of me, 
and sorne evil has been believed of me in San Juan; but 
no one has ever doubted my honor or my patriotism, and 
1 appeal for the trutb of this to the testimony oC those 
who have chosen to call themselves my enemies. 1 lived 
bonorably, making an efficient workman by means of sorne 
rudiments of practica! geometry and tbe art of drawing 
up plans wbich 1 acquired in my cbildhood. FOl"ced by 
want of lawyers, 1 defended sorne causes; and when Dr. 
Aberastain was supreme judge of Alzada, and my intimate 
friend, 1 lost before his tribunal the two most important 
ones. If this does not testify to my legal capacity, it at 
least shows tbe incorruptibility of the judge." 

The next day, on passing through the baths of 
Zondi inte. exile, and turning bis back upon aH the 
comforts and pleasures of life, he wrote with a piece 
of charcoal, with the hand cover~d with the scars of 
his .Jate encounter, that noble protest which he quotes 
in the prologue to " bivilization and Barbarism" -
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" On ne tue pas les idées!·' 

An English writer says of this : -

" Let tbose acquainted witb Señor Sanniento say wbetber 
be bas fulfilled bis mission. Tbere is in tbese few words 
a satire wbicb tells volumes. It brands bis enemies witb 
ignorance, at the same time tbat it is extremely ludicrous 
and cutting. It is not too mucb to say tbat less interest
ing anecdotes tban tbis bave appeared in D'Israeli's 'Curi
osities of Literature.''' 1 

Again he emigrated to Chili, thought seriously of 
establishing himself there, IInd had the intention of 
opening a college, but one of his compatriots dissuaded 
him from it, and facilitated his writing for the periodic 
press. By way of experiment, he sent from Santiago to 
the only journal of Chili, the " Valparaiso Mercury," an 
anonymous article signed "A Lieutenant of Artillery," 
upon the battle of Chacabuco, which attracted notice 
in literary and political society by its freshness of style 
and elevation of thought. 

A mutual jealousy of each other's glory has always 
prevailed among the States of South America, occa
sioned by their efforts to establish themselves as dis
tinct nations, with more definite limits than any 
previously suggested by their geography or by the 
history of their war for independence. This jealousy 
has often led to the perversion of history, and, at the 
time we are considering, Chili had well-nigh erased 
from her records the glorious name of San Martin, 
and thmst into the background the share of the Ar· 
gentines in the battles of Chacabuco and Maypo, which 
decided the establishment of Chilian independence. 

1 Ri.er Pltúe M agtJZine, No. 3, page 161. 
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The above-mentioned article upon the first of these 
battIes, followed by another upon the second, roused 
the generous sentiments of the people by its pathos, 
and earnestly appealed to the justice of the generation 
then in full enjoyment of the fruits of the great deeds 
whose contemporaries had of necessity received wounds 
as well as gifts from tile rough hands of war. So 
timely was this appeal in behalf of a just claim to 
renown obscured by prejudice and malice, that it gained 
for its author, hitherto without a name, in two sen ses, 
a position in the unfamiliar theatre in which he had 
thus appeared, and for General San Martin the rank 
and pay of Captain-General that very year, and sub
sequentIy the tokens of gratitude due from a nation to 
its liberators, visible to-day in the equestrian statue 
erected to his memory in the finest boulevard of San
tiago, facing the Andes and surrounded by the poplars 
which he himself had planted. 

The party which was in the Chilian government at 
this time asked through one of the secretaries the con
curren ce of Señor Sarmiento at the approacbing el~c
tion. The first word_~ Don Manuel Montt 1 said to him, 
were, ',' Ideas, sir, have no country." From that 
moment they understood each other. I wish I had 
space to delineate the character of Don Manuel Montt . 
.. My meeting him in the path of my life," says Señor 
Sarmiento, in speaking of this gentleman, .. gave a new 
phase to my existence, and if it attains any noble ends, 
1 shall ow~' it to his aid opportunely tendered." 

By request he took the editorship of the .. Mercu
rio," which he successfully cal'ried through tile politi
cal campaign of th~t year, and he also founded and 

1 Then Miniater of SIal. in Chm. 
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edited the "Nacional" in Santiago. Of course, su('h 
vigorous articles as he wrote upon all subjects provoked 
opposition. Even South American apathy was stung 
into repartee, and he needed all the steadiness and 
calmness of his friend Montt to enable him to bear the 
abuse that the "Revista natolica" and the "Semi
nario" heaped upon him, but out of this strife carne 
many improvements. 

In 1841, at the end of the electoral campaign wliich 
secured the triumph of their candidate, he took leave 
of Don Manuel Montt and the editorship of the "~Ier
curio" and the "Nacional," to return to fight the batdes 
of his country.- Montt opposed his intention, assuring 
him that tbere was no safety there for him; that the 
situation of Colonel La Madrid, who was bravely op
posing Rosas, was very criticaI. But, for that very 
reason, Señor Sarmiento's resolution was irrevocable. 
He was determined to offer the aid of his arm in that 
cause, and furnished with a warm letter of introduc
tion to La Madrid from the Argentine Commission in 
Chili, who well knew the value of his assistance, and 
accompanied by three other compatriots, he set out on 
foot to surmount the Andes and j"oin the General at 
Mendoza. ~fter the feanul passage of the mountain 
summits was effected, through the peculiar and re
peated dangers incident to such regions, on descending 
the eastern side, his rencontre with his countl'ymen was 
as distressing as unexpected. He and his litde party 
saw afar off, like blot5 upon the interminable wastes of 
snow, groups of fleeing soldiers, and looking at each 
other in dismay, they could only exclaim, "Routed!" 
and se en frorn afar by the fugitives, the latter repE'ated 
the word "routed," across the snowlr. 
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At the foot of the Va~as, a 10ft Y summit, they found, 
in a small hut, the first detachment from Mendoza, and 
other squads arrived from time to time during the day 
from the battle-ground of La Gienega del Medio, find
ing 110 shelter but that of the rocks, and no food but 
what each one had brought for hi~self. Toward night 
came the rear-guard with La Madrid himself, accom
panied by Alvarez and the other chiefs. Many other5 
having been decapitated at Uspellata, among whom 
were the Commandant Sagraña and six other chiefs. 
Hundreds had taken refuge in the mountains, and of 
these, many were youths of the first families of Bue
nos Ayres and the northern Argentine Provinces, who 
had yolunteered with patriotic enthusiasm to resist the 
tyrant Rosas. Not a moment was to be lost if he 
would save the lives of his countrymen. Señor Sar
miento and his companions, without waiting to take 
resto retraced their steps over the giant heights to 
Aconcagua. 

At Lo8 Andes, the first town on.the other side of the 
mountains, Señor Sarmiento established himself in the 
house of a friend, and for twelve hours, with anotber 
friend for his secretary, brought into requisition his 
executivE.' abilities, so often tested in his adventurous 
life. That vel"y afternoon he sought, contracted for, 
and despatched twelve mountain laborers to the aid 
of the exhausted fugitives, purchased, collected. and 
despatched six loada of sllbstantial comforts, sent an 
expresS"to the Argentine Commission at Santiago to 
put them in mol ion ; wrote to Don Manuel Montt, the 
minister, a~king for governmept aid, physician~, and 
'Other help; a letter to certain friends that they might 
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appeal to public charity; one to tbe director of tbe 
tbeatre, to give an entertainment for their benefit, and 
an article to the " Mercurio" of Valparaiso to alarm 
tbe whole country and awake compassion. When the 
assistance be bad so.quickly collected was on the way, 
and the various couriers despatched with the letters, 
and his purse emptied to the last maravedí, be was 
obliged to seek repose, for he had run down the moun
tains from Los Oj08 de Agua to Los Andes without rest
ing from his previous ascent. Witbin two days he 
received replies from General las Heras and his friends 
Gana, Zapata, and Quiroga Rosas, which do honor to 
themselves as well as to him. In three days sufficient 
food, medicines, physicians, etc., etc., for a thousand 
men, were ·on their way over the giant heights. 

The danger of the transit was increased by tbreats 
of an approaching storm. Those conversant with the 
Andes knew by the heavy clouds, ahvays more danger
ous than the frozen snows, and on this day, unusually 
dark and 10wering, that it would be of more tban ordi
Dary yiolence. It was easy after the first day to calculate 
how many out of the tbousand would be frozen before 
succor could reach them. The sublime but heart
rending spectacle of the gently falling snow that 
covered every rock and quenched every fire that was 
kindled, chilled the hopes of the relieying· party, but 
no one turned back. After three days of suffering, 
se\"en of the fugitives had perisbed, and many others 
had 10st their limbs by {rost before the physicians got 
to the foot of the Cordilleras. An Argentine artist 
has immortalized upon can vas the scene in which the 
first Chilian broke the snow on arriving at the spot. 
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The heat and shelter of the hut had saved thÍ-ee hun
dred, a leaning rock haq sheltered another hundred, 
and their poncMs, by contining the warmth to their 
bodies, had saved the resto But they were nearly 
starved. Among the refugees was the famOllS El 
Chacho, who had succeeded Facundo Quiroga in the 
chieftainship of the peasantry. He had thrown him
self on the side of General La Madrid against Rosas, 
but had contributed not a little to the loss of the battle 
by his rashness and want of discipline. He did not 
know, when his Jife was then saved by the aid of Señor 
Sarmiento, that twenty years later he and his hordes 
would be annihilated by that same deliverer. Like 
other peasant chiefs, El Chacho, who mingled in aIl 
the disputes of the country, sometimes took one side, 
sometimes the other, and was now a dangerouse nemy, 
and now a dangerous friend, according as his caprices 
led him. Señor Sarmiento somewhere likens this chief
tain to the Radie8 of Arabia, who receive from every 
new government sorne privilege or post, said govern
ment shutting its eyes to the risk of treachery should 
self-interest interpose its claims. 

Señor Sarmient()'was thus thrown back upon Chili, 
and his tirst reception in Santiago was asad chill 
over a doubly exiled heart. He was charged through 
the press with having complained of the hardness of 
some of the people while he eulogized the generosity 
of others to his unfortunate countrymen, and then of 
impropoc. use of the scanty funds he had collected for 
their necessities. The man who made the charge was 
not a compatriot, nor had hecontributed, nor did he 
lmow how the money was appropriated, and must have 
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invented the slander with what Mr. Sarmiento called 
the "most exquisite evil iptention." General Las 
Reras answered the charge and vindicated him, "but 
for a long time," he says, "1 was frightened by that 
gratuitous and spontaneous act of depravity, and frozen 
by it as if ajar of cold water had been poured over 

" me. 
He soon resumed the editorsbip of the "Mercurio," 

and one of the most active, most agitated, and most 
fruitful phases of his life - fruitful to himself and to 
others - ensued. Every interest of society responded 
to his touch. 

He endeavored to organize primary instruction for 
the people - an idea that had never dawned upon the 
Chilian mind. 

The proposition for a popular tax for education was 
well received, but there was no· thought of any other 
approrriation of it than to educate the upper classes 
with it! Señor Sarmiento put the new idea into actual 
operation for the people. The newspaper he established 
was the first ever edited in Santiago, the residen ce of 
learned and literary Chilians. He wrote the first 
spelling-book in which the correct sOWlds of the Span
ish alphabet were given, and which was afterwards 
printed in the United States and illustrated with vig
nettes ; banished from the schools such books as " The 
Temporal and Eternal," "The Pains of Hell," and 
others of a similar character, fit only to mislead the 
minds of youtband imbue them with false ideas, and 
replaced them with "The Life of Jesus Christ," .. Mo
rality in Deed and Life," " The Conscience of a CllÍld," 
" The Life of Franklin," "The Why, or the Science 
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of Things," etc., etc. He pl'esented to the university 
of Chili the first paper upon orthography that ever saw 
the light in Spanish America, where the language had 
become sadly cOl'rupted; founded the "Monitor for 
Schools," a large periodical in which he treated in a 
masterly manner the most difficult questions upon 
popular education, stimulating the teachers and de
fending them against arbitl'al'y acts and stupid decrees. 
This periodica! he wished to caH by a more compre
hensive title, which should commend it to the perusal 
of aH classes, of literary men as well as of school
masters, but this was thought too pretentious by the 
govel'nment, in whose name everything was done, with
out rendering any credit to the real author of books 
or measures, because indeed he was a foreigner ! N ot 
till long after he left the country, wben the editorship 
of this valuable work was resumed after an interval of 
many years, was his name ever publicly mentioned in 
connection with it. ¡his tardy reeognition saved tbe 
eredit of the eountry, but Señor Sarmiento did not 
nave its aid in tbe diffieult days when he made brieks 
without straw. 

It was at this period, 1842, that he founded the first 
Normal Sehool that was opened on this si de the Atlan
tic. For three years he direeted it in person, and it is 
remarkable to observe, that unaided and alone he 
thought out and put in praetice all tbose methods of 
instruction most approved by advaneed minds at the 
presento day. Indeed, it was living instruction sueb as 
we can hardly boast in our days of text books, when 
the mine from wbieh the teae~ing is done is not always 
in the mind of the teacher. Señor Sarmiento had few 
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text-books, nor did he need them. Everything he 
taught was practically illustrated and embellished from 
the vast stores of bis varied acquirements. 

Don José Suarez, his Chilian biographer, describes 
his methods of instruction minutely. He dwells much 
upon his moral influence, which was of the noblest kind. 
He says of him in this relation : -

"Sarmiento always treated us as friends, inspiring us 
with that respectful confidence which makes a superior so 
qear. He was always ready to favor us and to help us in 
our misfortunes; he ofien despoiled himself of his own 
garments to give them to his pupils, the greater part of 
whom were poor. He often invited us to accompany him 
in his afternoon walks in order to give us importance in 
the eyes of others, and to comfort our hearts by encour
agement. It was my bappiness 'Often to accompany him to 
the Convent of la Dominica, and to other places. He 
always gave us his arm in these walks. When he returned 
from Europe in 1847, he who traces these remembrances, 
on the occasion of visiting him at his place of residen ce, 
was presented with a11 tbe etiq uette of fashion, and as if 
be were a distingllished man, to the Minister of the In
terior, Don Manuel Montt, who had come to welcome him 
home. In our career of schoolmaster, we do not remem
ber that the hand of so distinguished a Chilian ever 
touched our bllmble one as on that occasion. We had 
previously been presented to the Señor General Las
Heras, Dr. Ocampo, and other Argentines of importance, 
who visited Sarmiento. He treated his pupils thus, not 
because we were individually worthy of the honor, but to 
give importance to our profession, then humiliated, calum
niated, :rnd despised.1 But he himself, in spite of his 

1 Not ten years before tbe foundation of tbe Normal Sobool, tb. Cour 
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learning and his influential relatives, was called by the 
disdainful epithets of clerk and schoolmfUter, and was in
sulted every day to his face by the supercilious Chilians, 
my compatriots ! " 

Don José is partially right in saying this. In 
1843 he founded and edited the periodical called "El 
Progreso," the first paper that had ever be en printed 
in Santiago de Chili, the residen ce of learned Chilians. 
He al so edited the "Argentine Herald," in behalf of 
his €ountrymen, unjustly abused by Rosas. Envy, 
jealousy, hatred, prejudice, and iIl-will were his por
tion for a long time, growing out of his active effort 
to ameliorate evils. Rival papers heaped abuses upon 
him j he was sensitive to blame j his patriotic heart 
was doubly sore with the repeated and apparently in
curable miseries of his country j the word foreígner, 
when applied to him, was a dagger in a heart like his 
that was ready too toil for his adopted country as if it 
",ere his own. The impetuosity of his nature was not 
yet softened even into apparent concession to a present 
evil. He was unceremonious in speaking the truth, 
and the truth is __ the sbarpest of swords to the evil 
disposed or the apathetic. There was no peace for 
any one in his sphere who stood in the way of the re
forms which he felt to be vital to the very existen ce of 
civilized society, certainly to the continuance of free 
governments in those unhappy countries. He did not 
make .personal attacks, but the strife of pens waxed 

of Santiago had condemned a robber who had stolen Ihe candelabra of the 
Virgin in the' Church of San Merced, "to serve as a schoolmaster in 
Copiapo for tbe !erm of Ibree yea,.," as !hey would have eondemned him 
lo be whipped or lo labor in Ibe Penitenliury. 
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hot, and such was the exasperation of his mind that 
one day, as he describes it,-

.. lt touched upon delirium; 1 was frantic, demented, 
and conceived the sublime idea of castigating all Chili; 
declaring it ungrateful, infamous, vile. 1 wrote 1 know 
not what diatribe, put my name to it, and carried it to the 
press of • el Progreso,' giving it directly into the hands of 
the compositors. 1 then returned home in silence, loaded 
my pistols, and awaited the explosion of the mine 1 had 
laid for my own destruction, but 1 felt avenged, and satis
fied that 1 had achieved a great act of justice. N ations, 1 
said to myself, may be criminal, and are so at times, and 
there is no judge WJ:1O can punish them adequately but 
their own tyrants or their own writers. 1 complained of 
the Presidellt, of 1\1ontt, of the Viales, in order that no 
one should escape my justice; and to the writers and the 
public in general 1 told horrible, humiliating truths, enough 
to rouse the indignation of a whole city, till beside itself 
with anger it should demand the head of the audacious 
one who could so insult it. . 

" From this certain danger 1 was saved by the kindness 
of Don Jacobo Vial, to whom the frightened compositors 
had shown my manuscript. Don Antonio carne to my 
house looking very sad, and spoke to me in the gentle and 
compassionate voice with which one is wont to address a 
lunatic. No sign oC displeasure or of resentment appeared 
in his countenance. 

" 'Don Domingo,' he said, 'the printers have shown me 
the article you left with them thís moming.' 

" , 1 hear you.' 
" , Rave you considered the consequences ? ' 
" , Perfectly,' looking at my pistols. 
" , It is useless.' 
" • 1 know it; leave me in peace !' 
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" , Has Lopez seen it ? • 
"'No.' 
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" Don Antonio took his hat and went to Lopez and to 
the minister, to advise Don Manuel Montt of what 1 had 
done. Lopez carne and made me consent that he should 
see the article, and erase sorne words. Tbis was at three 
in the afternoon; at twelve that night, Don Antonio 
brought me a note from Lopez in which he told me that 
he had given up erasing words, for this was making con
cessions; that if 1 insisted upon publishing the article in 
spite of the disapprobation of my friends, 1 should illlmedi
ately take a post-chaise and escape to Valparaiso. 

" Lopez, with his usual sagacity, had touched the chord 
that would rnake me yield. First, he did not oppose me 
arbitrarily, because that will not answer with the demented. 
Secondly, he disapproved of me, and that made an im
pression. Thirdly, he showed me tbat it would be weak
ness to soften rny phrases, and he knew 1 would not 
consent to show weakness. Fourth, he pointed out to 

me what way to flee, and this humbled me. No. 1 did 
not understand the tbing thus; if 1 wounded them to the 
death 1 would stay and take the consequences. 

" The pillow came to bring me its counsels, if not slum
ber. Very early the-next day the minister sent for me; 
he spóke to me of indifferent things, of the Normal 
School, of 1 know not what common topics. At last he 
circumspectly touched the wound, enforcing himself by 
applying the balsam and pointing out to me how many 
persons esteemed me and treated me with distinction in 
compensation for tilese vulgar injuries which had no evil 
conseqUl!\:lces. 1 replied; was very exalted in my. reply, 
then paused, and al tbe moment when 1 was about to lose 
all tile respect due to tile minister and the friend, the door 
'\Vas opened by Don Miguel de ia Barra, who either by 
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accident or intention, arrived at the precise moment to 
prevent a scandal. 

" Thus that Chili which 1 wished to dress in state's pris
on garments (ensambenitar), to display its crimes more 
surely to the public gaze, showed me at the very moment 
virtues worthy of respect, a delicacy and infinite toleration, 
and proofs of sympathy and appreciation which made the 
suicide 1 had prepared for myself wholly unjustifiable. 
From that time the public and the writer understood each 
other reciprocally. That learnt to be tolerant, and to do 

. justice to good intentions, and 1 habituated myself to look 
at it as a necessary part of my existen ce, and neither t{) 

fear its anger nor to provoke it. 1 am now unanimously 
acknowledged to be a good and loyal Chilian. But woe to 
him who persisted in calling me a foreigner ! It was safer 
for him to emigrate to California." 

In 1845 he wrote the lives of the Presbyter Bal
maceda, of Colonel Pereira, of the Senator Gauda
rillas, of Facundo Quiroga (three editions of the latter 
were published, and though proscribed by Rosas, to
gether with his other works, was largely read in the 
Republic), the Jife of the priest Castro y Barros, and 
of General San Martin. At this epoch he united with 
the celebrated Garcia del Rivera, in the editorship of 
the " Museum of both Americas." 

Don Manuel Montt saved Señor Sarmiento more 
tban once from rash acts. 'Vhen he gave up the edi
torship of the "Progreso" the first time, because he 
could not bear the criticisms upon it, he said to him in 
his quiet, commanding way, "You must write a book 
upon w hat you wish, and confound tbem;" tbus restor
ing him to his own self-reliance. When he thought of 
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going to Bolivar, under whom he had been promised 
place, Montt decidedly opposed it; he told him it 
would look like a defeat (for he had again resigned 
the post of public writer to escape persecution); he 
said Bolivar's cause was like a game of cards-" and 
did you not think of going to Europe? " The Euro
pean expedition was decided upon, and when he took 
leave of his friend, the latter said to him, .. You will 
return' to your own country according to present ap
pearances; if you ever wish to return to Chili, you 
sball take any place you wish. Undeceive yourself; 
these enmities which trouble you are whoIly upon tbe 
surface. No one despises you, many esteem you." 

.. Such a statesman," to use the words of Señor Sar
miento, in speaking of tbis true and appreciative friend, 
whose words on their first meeting were, .. Sir, ideas 
are of no country," .. can, like Deucalion, make men 
out of stones. In Europe bis letters foIlowed meevery
where, even more constantly than those of my own 
family, and in every one was a suggestion of some 
point to be studied, or a hope that I should do such 01" 

such a tbing, which hope was asure indication that I 
would do it." 

Colonel Sanniento's .. Travels in Europe, Algiers, 
and America," are fuIl of lively pictures of aU that is 
most interesting and instructive to observe in other 
lands. He studied not only education, but legislation, 
and a1l the nations he visited seemed to yield up to his 
weIl~prepared inspection the secret of their being for 
e.,;l or for good. In France he saw and conversed 
with Thiers, Guizot, and Humboldt, and was made a 
m.ember of the Historical SocietY. He visited Spain. 

23 
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at the moment when the Duke of Montpensier entered 
Madrid to marry the Infanta. The Spanish nation 
were averse to this marriage, and though they treated 
the Duke with courtesy and offered him no insult, it 
waseasy to see their want of sympathy. The ancient 
splendors of the national customs were invoked to cover 
this wound to their national pride. Royal bull-fights, 
which always take the Spanish people off their feet, 
were instituted with the most gorgeous displays, and 
the spectacles brought out aH the Argentine poetry and 
the native brilliancy of our author's peno 

Señor Sarmiento's insight into the sorrows and evils 
of Spain was undoubtedly such as few traveHers were 
prepared to exercise, and he saw very plainly that the 
Spain of to-day was the Spain of three centuries ago. 
More interesting to him than al! the remains and the 
momentary resuscitation of ancient splendor, was his 
interview with Cobden in Barcelona, which he must 
describe in his own words, for the impulse it gave to 
-bis life and labors was very great, giving him a method 
which he has since used with great effect to breathe 
the breath of life into the apathetic children of the 
Spanish colony, that incubus upon the souls of meno 

COBDEN. 

" Barcelona. llere 1 have had the felicity of being pre
sented to Cobden, the great English agitator, and 1 assure 
you that after Napoleon there is no man 1 so much wished 
to see. Y ou know the long struggle of the league against 
the corn-Iaws in England, a glorious struggle of ratiocina
tion, discussion, speech, and will, which unrooted the Eng
lish aristocracy, sapping at the base its power over the land, 
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which it possesses by the right of primogeniture, and leav
ing it alive, that it may bleed to death by degrees, make 
itself one with the people, and yield its power without vio
lence when its weakened hands can no longer manage it. 
Since the days of Jesus Christ, this simple rnethod of prop
agating a doctrine by the mere use of speech, had not been 
put in practice. The Catholics who carne after Christ 
continued preaching, it is true, but from time to time they 
burned their opponents, and the wars of religion have inun
dated the earth with blood. The principies of liberty had 
not till now gone forth from that sad soil, liberty and the 
guillotine, emancipation of the people and conquest. Cob
den rehabilitated ancient preaching, the apostleship with
out the martyrdom. Sorne millions of pounds sterling, 
collected by subscription. supported that war of words for 
eigh t years. Nine million tracts did those batteries of 
logic and argument throwout in 1843, aIone, and some two 
thousand meetings as sham-fights, and sixteen monster
meetings, fieId battIes that threw into the shade by the 
brilliancy of their results the useless ones of Jena, Auster
litz, and Marengo, ended in delivering up the keys of the 
EngIish parliament to Cobden, who "dictated frorn that 
Krernlin to the aristocracy the capituIation whigh suffered 
it to remain with its !>.aggage, ammunition, flags, and posi
tions, provided it would let as much wheat enter England 
as the peopIe needed for bread. With Cobden begnn a 
new era for the world; the word again made itself f1esh, 
producing of itself alone the greatest effects, and henceforth 
when men wish to know if it is possible to destroy an 
abuse protected by power, defended by riches, rank, and 
corruptio¡¡, when they ask if there is any hope of over
throwing such abuse by rneans of persevering efforts and 
sacrifices, thennme of Cobden will be remembered, and 
the work will be undertaken. 
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"You imagine Cobden a lively, caustic O'Connell, an 
enthusiast, ardent in politics, rapid, startling in reply? 
How you deceive yourself, my poor Victorino! He is per
fectly simple, fastidious like an Englishman, calm as an 
axiom, cold, vulgar, iC 1 may so express it, like all great 
truths. We were friends in two hours; we talked alone 
almost aIl night; he related to me his adventures, his 
struggles; he showed me his mode oC action, the strategy 
oC his speech, the little stories with which it was necessary 
to entertain the people that they might not go to sleep as 
they listened to him. He lamented the almost insupera
ble difficulty which the masses offer by their incapacity 
of comprehending and their prejudices. He gave me a 
card by which 1 co}lld find him in Manchester, and we did 
not separate till we reached the door oC my hotel, 1 over
whelmed with happiness, humbled by such greatness and 
such simplicity, meditating upon means so noble and re
sults so gigantic. 1 did not sleep that night. 1 was in a 
fever. It seemed to me that war was about to become 
ridiculous when that system oC aggregation oC wills and 
juxtaposition oC masses could be so generalized and put 
into practice to destroy abuses, governments, laws, and 
institutions. 

"What more simple thing! To-day we are two, to
morrow four, next year a thousand, publicly united in the 
same designo The government will resist? It is because 
we are not many, because many more remain in favor oC 
the abuse. Then let the preaching come on, and the 
pamphlets, the daily papers,. the association, the league. 
The Government and the Chambers know the day and the 
hour in which they are conquered, - and yield! Go and 
plant such a beautiful system in America ! 

" Cobden had destroyed, or attacked before commencing 
his specific work, all the great principIes on which the 



SEÑOR SARMIENTO IN EUROPE. 357 

science of the government reposed. The European equi
librium (balance of power), declared him a maniac, thus to 
perplex the ministers by mixing up foreign affairs with 
theirs. The colonies were the only means of furnishing 
employment to the younger sons of the lords. The com
mercial balance was the résumé of ignorance in political 
economy, and politics, with all its pretensions of science, 
was the charlatanism of dunces and blackguards; protec
tion of natural industry an innocent means of stealing 
money on the mng, ruining the consumer, and turning the 
protected manufacturer into the street. For all these 
truths, hitherto considered fundamental, he substituted good 
sense, the cornmon sense of all men, more fit to judge than 
the interested science of lords and ministers." 

In Spain, Señor Sarmiento was made a member of 
the Literary Society of Professors, and published in 
Madrid a paper against the projected expedition of 
General Flores, whose object it was to found a mon
archy in South America, of which the natural son of 
Queen Christina was to be the head. This document 
opened many eyes by' its exhaustive investigation of 
the subject. The e_xpedition was given up. 

In England, Señor Sarmiento found the English 
reprint of Mr. Mann's Report of his educational tour 
in Europe. He carne to the United States after his 
own more extended one, sought out Mr. Mann, and 
become acquainted, through his aid, with the common
school system of Massachusetts, which on his return to 
Chili he"introduced there with gl'sat effect. He em
bodied his observations upon education in Europe and 
America in a noble work on "Popular Education." 

, When in Paris he had studied the art of sil k-culture 
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under the elder Mundo, the first authority in the 
world, and on his return to Chili he founded the 
" American Silk-growing Society," for whose use he 
introduced at his own expense the best machines and 
otller ~tensils, seeds, and books known in Europe. 

In 1849 he began the publication of " La Cronica," a 
periodical whirh contains the only authentic collection 
of documents in South America upon the subject of 
immigration, a cause which he had industriously pro
moted sin ce 1839, when his attention first became fixed 
upon its advantages. On each one of the. topics he 
treated, a law was proposed, and even Rosas established 
a periodical in Mendoza to combat it. Rosas could 
bardly have been punished more effectually for bis ill
treatment of Señor Sarmiento tban he unceasingly was 
by the liberal views of government and the intense activ
ity of that patriotic gentleman. It was at this time that 
the grateful letter he wrote to his old friend and deliv
erer Ramirez, grateful for past services ann confident 
'of continued friendship, but which contained his char
acterization of Rosas, was shown by that apostate friend 
to the tyrant, thus perpetuating his banishment indefi
nitely. 

In 1850 he wrote "Argiropolis, or the Capital of the 
Confederate States," in which he proposed a new capi
tal instead of Buenos Ayres; and the " Recollections 
of a Province." 

In 1851 he published the "South America," another 
periodical, and his ," Travels ;" also a " Memorial of 
German Emigration," which was reviewed and highly 
commended by Dr. Wappaus, professor of geography 
and statistics in the U niversity of Gottingen. 
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BUENOS AYRES. 

Thus prepared, and matured by study, experience, 
travels in foreign lands, and years of beneficent actioll 
in a true cosmopolitan spirit, he left Chili in 1851 with 
the present President, Colonel Mitre, and the present 
General Paunero, to incorporate himself in the army 
of General Urquiza, who was about to open the cam
paign against Rosas. The battIe of Caseros, which 
disposed of Rosas, took place on the third of February, 
1852, and Señor, now Colonel Sarmiento, had the 
pleasW'e of wl'iting a description of it upon tlle tyrant's 
own table with the tyrant's own peno Six days after, 
he left Urquiza's army, for he saw that that old 
servant of Rosas meant no good to the country, but 
purposed to make himself a tyrant in Rosas' place. 
Durqué had been made President, who feIl in with 
Urquiza's plans. The event proved that his prophecy 
was right, though Urquiza was not whoIly successful. 

He left a note for Urquiza, in which he told him it 
was his profound convi~tion that he was entering upon 
a thorny path, dissipating sooner oi: later, but not less 
fatally, the glory which for a moment had 'hung round 
bis name. 

Colonel Sarmiento returned to Chili, t11is time a 
volllntary exile. He went by way of Rio Jalleiro, 
and passed a few weeks in close intimacy with its 
enlightened Emperor, wbo had read and admired his 
works and received him with much distinction. The 
Empen.lf had made an alIiance with the Republic, to 
which he had formerly be en opposed, and wished to 
converse with Colonel Sarmiento upon its status and 
jts prospects. 
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In October, 1852, he wrote a pamphlet upon San 
Juan, its men, and its acts in the regeneration of the 
Republic; the restoration of Benavides and the 
peoples' conduct towards him. When elected by San 
Juan Deputy to the National Congress, which office 
he declined, he published a letter to General Urquiza 
giving his reasons, and subsequently a pamphlet en
titled "Convention of Sanatuolas de los Arreyos," in 
which he treats of the condition of the government in 
the Republic and the reactionary po\icy of Buenos 
Ayres. In 1853 he began to publish the second vol
ume of "The Cronica," a political and \iterary peri
odical, and also his "Commentaz;y on the Constitu
tion of the Argentine Republic," with numerous 
documents illustrative of the texto In the following 
year he publíshed a letter to the electors of Buenos 
Ayres, who had chosen him for their deputy, an ap
poíntment which he did not accept. 

He finalIy took up his residence in Buenos Ayres as 
a private citizen. In that year he was nominated Dep
uty to Congress from Tucuman, but díd not accept 
the nomination for some polítical reasons. In 1857 he 
solicited and obtained the direction of.the department 
of schools, and was al so made Councillor of the Muni
cipality of Buenos Ayres, Durqué being still President. 
The difficulties which he encountered in carrying out 
his purpose of íntroducing the North American system 
of common schools into Buenos Ayres as a starting
point, are described in a very graphic and lively man
ner in a letter to the Señora Juana Manso, too long for 
ínsertíon ~ere. Three mínistries went out, which 
made the acceptance of his bill the sine qua non of 
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their acceptance of the ministry, but after waiting and 
workinga year in the most indefatigable and perse
vering manner, and a110wing himself to be the subject 
of much abuse, he succeeded in setting the matter in 
operation, in the midst of intestine political difficulties 
of various kinds, invasion by the Indians, attempts at 
usnrpation, and capture of the city by warlike aud 
ambitions chiefs, aud various modes of opposition to his 
views. A resolution had been offered to appropriate 
600 dollars in gold to set in motion a11 the schools of 
Buenos Ayres! He succeeded at Jast in obtaining 
$127,000, and erected a splendid building ca11ed the 
Model School, which was afterwards emulated in an
other parish of the city. Monsieur Banvard, the 
architect of school-houses in France, said there was not 
in all France such architecture, such apparatus, and 
such luxury of appliances consecrated to the educa
tion of the people. The furniture and apparatus were 
procnred in the United States. In 1860, when he 
left Buenos Ayres, there were 17,279 children in the 
schools. The Señora Manso had written him in 1864, 
that since his departure the number had decreased by 
five thóusand. To lhis he replies, that by the natural 
increase the number should then have been 35,000, 
instead of 12,450, as she reports: -

" 1 assure you," he says, " that tbe revelation oC so 'sad a 
fact has kilIed me, and 1 am tempted to leave behind me 
useless honors of position. aud present myself again to the 
provincialogovernment of Buenos Ayres, saying to it, 
'Give me the department oC schools - this is aIl the 
future oC the Republic.' . . . 'The United States, 
wi,th their schools Crom the beginning, as a basis, have 
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accomplished doubtless, in one century, what all humanity 
has been doing and undoing in six thousand years of 
history! THE SOVEBEIGN PEOPLE! 

"1 bid you adieu sadly. Write, combat, resisto Agitate 
the waves of a dead sea, whose surface tends to become 
hardened with the crust of impurities which escape from 
its depths, the Spanish colony. the tradition of Rosas, cows, 
cows. cows! Men, people, nation, republic, future ! 

" They write me from San Juan that on the twenty-fifth 
of May. if not before, they shall open the Sarmiento School, 

~ a continuation and reftection of the impulse given in Bue
nos Ayres. It is a monumental structure which would be 
considered a good one in Boston or New York, capacious 
enough to hold 1,760 children. But 1 much fear that it is 
a body without a soul. The provinces take their inspira
tion from the capitals. When they throw stones at the 
elections in Buenos Ayres, it is bon ton to stab each other 
in Rosario. When the attendance of cbildren in the 
schoo)s diminishes in cultivated Buenos Ayres, in a whole 
Buenos Áyres, as they say in the provinces, the children in 
the mountains will be born dumb so as not to learn to 
spell." 

In 1858, after the Model School-house was finished 
and opened, and while enthusiasm was at its height 
about the schools, Señor Sarmiento was elected Sen
ator of the State and Province of Buenos Ayres. He 
then proposed in his seat that the lands which Rosas 
had usurped, worth a million dollars, should be devoted 
to the erection of school-houses throughout the prov
in ce, and a line of splendid structures is now seen 
stretching out into the pampas. While Senator, he 
also proposed many other bilIs which finally received 
the sanction of law. One was a sentence of impeach-
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ment against Rosas. Another was the adoption of the 
metrical system of weights and measures; al so, a law 
of election by ballots, like that of N ew York and 
Maine, voters being previously registered. The adop
tion of the Commercial Code, which he brought up 
three successive years till he was successful ; a law to 
punish printed slanders against individuals, and the 
law which transformed the district of Chivilcoi from 
barren pampas to a paradi¡;e of cultivated farms, were 
others. 

It was in 1859, as we learn from the " Diario of the 
Sessions of Buenos Ayres, 1860," that General Ur
quiza, then general-in-chief of the army of Buenos 
Ayres, made another attempt to usnrp the govern
mento Colonel Sarmiento had be en made chief-of
staff of the army of reserve. Urquiza was resisted 
at Cepada, where, however, he gained a partial vic
tory, the citizens losing their infantry and artillery. 
But they Red back tQ the city to defend it, for em
boldened by apparent success, Urquiza had dared to 
besiege it. He was kept at bay, however, and still 
holding the city in terror, listened to proposals for a 
treaty which had -oeen made to the government in 
1858 by Colonel Sarmiento and others, ex-officialIy. 
These were for two conventions, one to be held at 
Buenos Ayres to make amendments to the Constitu
tion, and also a national convention, at which said 
amendments should be discussed and either ratified or 
rejected. Urquiza now accepted them on three con
ditions. One of these was to reincorporate into the 
army all the soldiers who had peen dismissed from it 
f~r whatever cause. This included the creatures of 
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Rosas; another was that the actual governor, Dr. 
AIsini, should be deposed. The force in the city was 
sufficient to defend it, but there was a panic, and the 
estancieros (Ianded proprietors) and cattle-growers 
feared it would be lost; some intriguers were in the 
legislature, and taking advantage of the panic, they 
wished to depose the governor to please Urquiza, whom 
they feared. 

Colonel Sarmiento, who was still Senator, was absent 
from his seat at the moment, visiting one of the forts • 

.. He entered the antechamber of the Senate just as it 
had sent the requisition to the Governor to resigno He 
demanded the floor, but the President of the Senate 
did nót grant it; he persisted in demanding it, and the 
sixth time, in spite of much opposition and exclama
tions, such as," we are all agreed," he obtained it. 
He then said that he did not propose to them to revoke 
what they had done; it was too late for that, and 
might endanger the situation in the presence of the 
eilemy, but he wished his name to be recorded as pro
testing against the act, which he designated as a crime ; 
and he also proposed that the assembly that had de
stroyed the executive power should nominate another, 
and not leave them without a government. The latter 
was a.~sented to, but the former was objected to as 
against the rules. It was put to a vote, and eight joined 
him in the protesto When the votes were counted, 
eleven voted for it, and that being a majority, their 
honor was saved, and the eighth of November is ever 
remembered as a nefarious day. In the afternoon they 
saw their error. 

The result of the treaty was the meeting of both 
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C'onventions. Colonel Sarmiento had much influence 
in both, and was largely instrumental in bringing about 
the desired results, one of which was to incorporate the 
province of Buenos Ayres .into the Confederacy. He 
also made a speech in this Convention of Buenos 
Ayres, in opposition to the proposition to have a state 
religion, and perfect practical toleration was declared 
to every form of opinion. There are now, thanks to 
him, as many Protestant as Catholic churches. This 
was agreeable to the instincts of Buenos Ayres, which 
had always manifested a liberal spirit in this respecto 
It needed only the word of a master-spirit to settle the 
question forever. The speech was printed at the 
time. 

The debates of this deliberative assembly have been 
published, and from the elevation of the ideas expressed 
in them, and from their matter as a model of parlia
mentary tactics, they bear a character which has 
gained . for them the reputation of being the most 
important documents of the kind extant. Colonel 
Sarmiento took the most important part in them. It 
has been said by his friends and biographers, that the 
most able of his speeches were made in secret session. 
It was ever bis aim to moderate the spirit of reform, 
while he was the rock upon which were shattered the 
attempts of a wavering majority to resist every change. 
The general tendency of his propositions was to assim
ilate the Argentine Constitution to that of the United 
States .• 

Although in other respects an innovator, he dreaded 
the introduction of any yariation from the original, for 
~ear, as he said, .. that a stream 'of blood might escape 
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through any opening left in the machinery of govern
ment by the omission of some wheel, the purpose of 
which, through inexperience, had not been appreci
ated." This doctrine was maintained in all his writ
ings and speeches, and any departure n·om it in 
practice has been attended by the same penalties that 
attached to what he calls "French novelties," current 
in all parts of South America. 

This debate, marked by the conflict of such opposite 
parties, ideas, and interests, was c10sed with the procla

'mation of the Union by Colonel Sarmiento, as a me m
ber of the Convention, under the endeared name of the 
United Provinces <]f the Rio de la Plata. The measure 
was ratified by acclamation, all members of the Con
vention, induding the President, rising to their feet, 
an example followed by the throng of spectators, 
under the enthusiasm awakened by this sublime move
ment of generous self-sacrifice. If it is borne in mind 
that the subsequent Convention of Santa Fé was 
divided by passions even more highly inflamed, that it 
ended with a similar scene of acclamation, and that its 
proceedings are allowed to have been influenced to a 
still' greater degree by the counselsof Colonel Sar
miento, it will certainly be admitted that his invariable 
ardor in the support of his principIes must have been 
regulated by kindly feeIing and by an unusual power 
of carrying a required point aud exercising, at the same 
time, a conciliatory influence upon opposing minds_ 

In the intervaI between these two Conventions, 
occurred another scene of so noble a character, as to 
compensate for many others which have disfigured the 
history of the same period by the hatred and violence 
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displayed in them. This occasion presented tbe spec
tacle of the reconciliation of enemies whose inveterate 
hostility had been exercised both by the strife of re
proaches and recriminations in the press, and by actual 
warfure in the field. On the day of which we speak, 
the multitude of a hundreu thousand souls assembled 
upon the Mole of Buenos Ayres, was traversed by the 
government carriage containing Generals Drquiza and 
Mitre, President Durqué, and Colonel Sarmiento, in 
his capacity of minister, to which place he had be en 
elevated, - these men, the principal antagonists in the 
long con test which had lately c~ased, cordially embraced 
each other in the presence of the people and deposited 
their former hatred upon the altar of the common in
terests of their country. No more touching or human
izing scene was ever witnessed by any people, nor has 
the reconciliation of political enemies ever been more 
sincere. Yet they were again to meet upon the field 
of battle only ayear later, impelled by a current of 
events which it was not granted them ·to control, and 
by tbe errors committed by each of the hostile parties. 

The next eight years afier this victory w'as achieved 
over apathy and ignoran ce, amI after General Urquiza 
had retired to Entre Rios, his native proyince, were 
very eventful to the Republic, and the changes wrought 
and the improvements made, were due in the largest 
measure to the energy of Colonel Sarmiento. His va
rious writings upon education, the report to the Chilian 
gO\"E:rnQ,1~nt upoÍl the results of his mission to Europe 
and N orth. America, his reports upon the state of pub
lic instruction in Buenos Ayres, the educational census 
taken in Chili, San Juan, and Buenos Ayres, his able 
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work on popular education, and a series of occasional 
pamphlets upon similar topics, were but the heralds of 
deeds in which the spirit was to be embodied. While 
holding in succession the offices of senator, minister, 
and chief of stafr, he founded and edited the " Annals 
of Education," with the object of disseminating in
formation and exciting interest in his measures for the 
education of the people. He induced sorne of the 
best men in the city to take the personal supervision of 
the schools, and he regarded as his most important 

'work, great as was his reputation as a writer, his 
" Progressive Method of Reading," which the govern
ment had stereotyped with vignettes in the United 
States. In Tucuman, Salta, and La Rioja, the symbol 
of a crossed pen and sword is employed in memory of 
him. 

But his influence and his activity were by no 
means confined to educational labors, unless his prac
tical ilIustrations of beneficent legislation may be 
looked upon as the highest branch of it. T!te tendency 
of the public administration bore the marks of his 
ripe age, and of the official training he had undergone 
in Chili in the service of a governmellt accused of 
erring on the side of an excessive exercise of its 
authority by the people of countries which are ever 
wavering between the ScyIla of despotism and the 
Charybdis of anarchy. He somewhere quotes Mr. 
Webster's speech before the Supreme Court of Rhode 
Island, in the case of Dorr, condemned to perpetual 
imprisonment for his share in the insurrection of Rhode 
Island. Mr. Webster says, -
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" ls it not obvious enough, that men cannot get together 
and count themselves, and say they are so many hundreds 
and so many thousands, and judge of their own qualifica
tions, and call themselves the people, and set up a govem
ment? Why, another set of men, forty miles off on the 
same day, with the same propriety, with as good qualifica
tions, and in as large numbers, may meet and set up an
other govemment; one may meet at Newport and another 
at Chepachet, and both may caIl themselves the people. 
What is this but anarchy? What liberty is there here but 
a tumultuary, tempestuous, violento storrny liberty, a sort 
of South American liberty, without power except in its 
spasms, a liberty supported by arms to-day, crushed by 
arrns to-morrow? ls that our liberty ? " 

And holding up these forcible words Colonel Sar
miento adds,-

" If the liberal party in South America which has been 
overthrown by more than one tyrant, beholds itself in this 
terrible mirror, will it not -tum away its face from the un
sightly image ? " 

Both in Chili and in Buenos Ayres, Colonel Sar
miento has been notell, even by his adversaries, for his 
inclination to limit the injurious extension attempted 
to be given to the rights of the people. On his first 
appearance in the Chilian press, when he had it in his 
power to choose between the political parties of the 
country, both of which solicited his support, he decided 
in favor oC that which proposed, while applying liberal 
ideas to public action, to aim at the stability of the 
power which was to represent t~em. Twenty years 
haye since elapsed, and no tyrant has appeared in 

24' 
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Chili, although the doings of the government have not 
always been justifiable. 

He followed the same course in the Argentine Re
publico On the one hand lle opposed the mutilated 
confederation that excluded Buenos Ayres, which was 
but a disguise for the old method of arbitrary rule by 
partisan leaders, and on the other he inclined to the 
incorporation of this estate, although the people were 
yet unfamiliar with the use of the liberties it had 
gained. 

His influence in the city became in innumerable 
ways very conspicuous. When he entered upon his 
duties as Senator, .the galleries, which had beell accus
tomed to control the debates by hisses and applauses, de
signed to produce disturbance, and disorderly conduct, 
covered the amphithea~re with pasquinades against the 
new Senator. Three years later, the same area was the 
scene of the heated debates of the Provincial Con ven
tion, assembled to propose reforms in the Federal Con
stitution, - those remarkable debates already alluded 
too The reader will look in vain for an instance of 
applause, stillless of disorder, on the part of the listen
ers to these speeches, the excitement attending which 
was confined to the Convention itself. The eager mul
titude of spectators held their breath to listen to the 
debate; and the fifty members of the Convention, ani
mated as were their con tests with each other, were 
treated with a religious respect which made them seem 
true Patres Conscripti. To what was this change 
due? Simply to the influence of one man, who through 
the press, by spoken discourses, and by legal measures, 
had taught the persons who were present at the ses-
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sions of the legislature that they were not the people, 
and that it was ruinous to the Republic for them to 
taint the atmosphere of absolute liberty, which the 
representative of the people should breathe, by express
ing their own crude opinions in the sanctuary of the 
law. On the withdrawal of that salutary and restrain
ing influence, it is reported that Buenos Ayres became 
again thc theatre of that tnmultuous and stormy liberty 
of which Webster spoke, and which gives other nations 
such cause for scandal. It was the same spirit which 
impelled him on more than half a dozen occasions, to 
maintain from his place in the Senate the rights of the 
executive authority against the encroachments of the 
legislature; and to one governor, who had summoned 
to his audience-chamber the leaders of various factions, 
in order to advise with them upon the nomination of a 
minister, he said, as appears from subsequent speeches 
in the Senate, the following prophetic words: .. In less 
than ayear we shall have to go and pick up from the 
rubbish of the streets the fragments of the executive 
power which our governors are throwing away,one 
after the other, for want of courage enough 1:0 perform 
their d.uties." --

Ayear had not elapsed; when, in the prescnce of 
the enemy, on November 8, 1859, tRis same governor 
was deposed by the coalition in the legislature already 
described, which was led astray by the fear of sorne, 
the ilI-will of others, and perhaps the treason of a very 
smalI number. 

WhiJe member of a senatorial commission, Colonel 
Sarmiento proposed a new law for the regulation oC 
elections, designed to cure the constantly recurring 
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defects of the one tben in operation. as weH as to close 
the door against the shamelessfrauds, and to punish 
the violence prevalent at the elections of Buenos 
Ayres, by furnishing definitions of these illegal adions. 
Buenos Ayres would have spared itself many days of 
disgrace and disturbance by the prompt passage of this 
law, which was agreed to by the Senate, but owing to 
its very perfection, was indefinitely postponed in the 
House of Representatives, an evidence of oversight in 
not making the legal use of rights the basis of liberty, 

, which that body had afterwards reason to deplore. 
In every form this far-seeing patriot had warred 

against the nomMlic life of the cattle-grower, which 
was an insurmountable barrier to the improvement of 
the rural diistricts. After two years' discussion he suc
ceeded in getting permission from the government to 
survey and layout in smaIl farms,in the N orth Ameri
can mode, an extensive tract which was in possession of 
squatters, and these farms he sold cheaply, in part to 
the squatters themselves, and in part to emigrants from 

. other lands. He personally superintended laying out 
the squares with broad streets, and planting them 
with trees, which grow as if by magic on the rich 
pampa lands whose native growth is only rich grass, 
that feeds countless herds of cattle without any labor 
to the owners. This survey was made in Chivilcoi in 
1858, and last year, a railroad was completed to it 
from Buenos Ayres. On the orcasion of opening the 
station, many persons accompanied the Governor to 
witness the ceremony, and aIl were amazed beyond 
expression to see the spectacle. It was a Chicago in 
the desert, as Colonel Sarmiento has expressed it. For 
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the first time within the life of one man, was a region 
in South America so transformed. It contained a 
church which Colonel Sarmiento had dedicated, a beau
tiful public school-house, for the front of which he had 
induced a native artist to carve a marble group of 
Christ blessing the children, and which was raised to 
its place on the same festival, with an eloquent address; 
a bank of discount; various private schools, and a fine 
railroad station. Where the industrial movement' is 
most conspicuous, at this railroad station, the only 
square caBed for a living man bears the name of Sar
miento. The 25th of May (the anniversary of their 
successful battle against Spanish rule), the 9th of J uly 
(their independence day), Washington, and Lincoln; 
Moreno and Belgrave (generals of the war of inde
penden ce); Florencio Varela, the first martyr assassi
nated by Rosas, and Echevarria, the poet, give names 
to the other squares. 

At the three days' banquet of the festival, the name 
of Sarmiento was toasted from one end of the long 
tables to the other, by the representatives of every 
public interest, each of which he had fostered j and 
subsequently thousands poured out to see with their 
own eyes how a little enterprise could make the desert 
blossom as die rose. In a land where cows were the 
chief object of interest, milk could not be supplied for 
the cities 01' even for the country, and the art of butter
making was lost! To this day it is imported, and is 
one of the most expensive articles of luxury. Cereals 
amI vegeta bIes are now bfought to Buenos Ayres from 
Chivilcoi, as well as from the Jsles of the Parana, a 
80uth American Venice, which by Colonel Sarmiento's 
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means have been redeemed from the waters and made 
the source of millions of revenue to the owners. 

Thirty-nine individuals possessed the lands of Chi
vil coi in 1858 ; now twenty thousand happy, prosperous 
farming people occupy the country, and enjoy all the 
conveniences of civilized Jife. There are no immense 
fortunes made, but great riches are distributed to all, 
and are increasing rapidly and wonderfully . 

. The cultivation of the Isles of the Paran a, another 
enterprise of our author, resulted as brilliantly as the 

. surveying of land in Chivilcoi. He often escaped from 
the burning debates of the Chambers, the press, and the 
schools, to the en~hanting region at the mouth of the 
Paran a, which is a delta of thirty miles by twenty, of 
islands, of a fertility unexampled perhaps in the world. 
In sailing up those channels bordered with the most 
luxuriant natural vegetation, he saw with the eye of a 
San Juan agriculturist, that if redeemed from the wa
ters, they might become a source of immense wealth 
to the province. It did not take long for a brilliant 
thought to come to a white heat in his mind, and se
curing to himself from government the right to take 
possession of them, he seized his most romantic pen, 
and began to kindle the public with descriptions of 
their beauty, and of their immense agricultural future, 
if they could be cultivated judiciously - already a rural 
Ven ice whose canals Nature had supplied. By'hun
dreds people put their hanas to the work of clearing 
the rubbish, planting trees on the borders of the chan
neIs, etc. Dr. Francia, the tyrant of Paraguay, spent 
four hundred thousand franes in the enterprise. Not 
only Colonel Sarmiento, but all the persons interested, 
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lived in a state of ecstasy, navigating their boats from 
island to island, enjoying the primitive and unsurpassed 
scenery, and scattering seed on the earth just snatched 
from the dominion of the waters. They had what he 
describes as a "frantic vegetation," for the territory 
was inundated every fifteen 'days, though only for a 
few hours at a time, so that everything that was planted 
was choked by the natural grasses, stimulated by the 
cultivation to unwonted growth. The result to those 
engaged in the undertaking was utter ruin at the end 
of two years. But at the end of fiye years, the aspect 
of the canals was one of magical beauty; they were 
planted with poplar-trees for leagues and leagues, and 
barques of aH descriptions were navigating them, re
ceiving the showers of peaches that fell from the trees 
for miles together. Finding the spot so humid, he con
summated his labors by sending a courier to Chil~ for 
a species of osier for basket-making, and presented a 
twig to every plan ter, Now, millions of money are 
made by it, and they have cause to remember the speech 
which he made on the occasion, prophesying the riches 
that would accrue from this development'·of theit· in
dustry, but which-was' then made the subject of ridi
culeo There is perhaps no place in the world so pie
turesque or of such dreamlike beauty as these channels 
bordered with trees. They are the delight of all the 
dweHers upon the River La Plata. 

Afier immense opposition, Colonel Sarmiento suc
ceéded.~n carrying a railroad from San Fernando, on 
the mainland opposite the islands, to Buenos Ayres, 
by which fruits, vegetables, ando timber, are transporte.d 
.to its markets. As a reward for his labors, he enjoys 
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the life-right of a perpetual seat in the railroad trains, 
while thousands are enriehing themselves with the 
fruits of his enterprise. 

One disgraeeful feature of the reeent mutilated 
Confederation was the perpetuation in the provinees of 
tbe rule of irresponsible and irremovable ehieftains. 
Benavides, for sixteen years a supporter of Rosas, went 
on as a supporter of Urquiza, after the tight of Caseros. 
To suppre'ss insurreetions among the people, Urquiza 
had to interfere by force in 1852, not to secure to San 
-Juan" a republican form of government" in accord
ance with the Federal eonstitution, but violently to 
impose upon it the.rule of its olc;l master. In 1857 he 
made an unsueeessful attempt to reestablish him again; 
and he interfered in 1858 to punish the eommunity for 
the death of Benavides, who had been taken prisoner, 
and had lost his life in an affray oeeasioned by an 
attempt to reseue him. 

Instead of avoiding direet eonHict with this obstinate 
resistance, the national government, whieh Urquiza 
actually eontrolled, !lent a governor to San Juan, who 
had been previously known only by his violent conduct 
and his vices, to serve as a sort of eX4¡lcutioner. The 
result whieh might have been expected, soon followed 
in a terrible outbreak, during which the band of out
siders sent to torment the people perisbed at their 
bands. • 

Colonel Sarmiento, tben Minister of State at Buenos 
Ayres, was informed of the tirst symptoms of this out
break by a message sent bim by bis friend, the irre
proachable and venerable Dr. Aberastain, and he 
availed himself of the information to urge with earnest-
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ness upon the President and upon General Urquiza the 
importanee of saving the Republie from a day of mourn
ing, by removing Virasoro, their reeent gubernatorial 
appointee. 

On the 16t.h of November, they published a joint 
letter, signed also by the Governor of Buenos Ayres, 
whieh at last gained what had be en so anxiously so
lieited; but on 'the very day that President Durqué re
voked the appointment, Virasoro felI in a frightful eon
fliet with the rebellious people. 

A eommission was despatehed to San Juan, for the 
purpose of pacifying the disturbanee, but while on its 
way, the old hostility of faction poisoned the minds of 
its members, and under the influenee of General Ur
quiza, then living apart on his own estates, who tam
pered with the forces that passed by his residenee, it 
beeame the instrument of a bloody revenge. Among 
other vietims, Dr. Aberastain, who had been made 
governor afier the fall of Virasoro, was cruelIy and 
uselessly saerificed in a horrible massaere, among hun
dreds of other victims, by that very Saa, who within a 
year has again headed an insurreetion in lhe western 
provinees. 

Ev~rything was again thrown into confusion, and on 
the reeeipt of tbe news, Colonel Sarmiento withdrew 
from the ministry, as his continuanee in offiee would 
have misled the publie as to the nature of the resolu
tions forced upon the government of Buenos Ayres, for 
circumsi¡¡nees made it seem the personal interest of the 
minister that this war should be made, while in faet 
the con test whieh he fain would have averted, had 
~Iready beeome inevitable. At this time he also re-
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fused the embassy to the United States, because he 
would not receive from the hands of the President the 
bribe of $14,000 ~"ith which he tempted him to with
draw his resignation. 

The batde of Pavon terminated these unhappy con
sequences of an evil which a conciliatory policy had 
failed to subdue. Urquiza was routed, the national 
government was dissolved, and as it was expedient for 
an army to be sent into the interior, to secure and in
crease the results of t~e victory, Colonel Sarmiento was 

, made commander-in-chief and official representative of 
the political views of his party. A pamphlet written 
by him describes~his campaign, which began with the 
rout of a force entrenched behind the Carcaraña. 

In pursuance of the operations of the war, and hav
ing captured two pieces of artillery from San Juan at 
San Luis, he was th~ first to reach the city of Mendoza, 
011 January 1, 1862, attended by the victorious troops 
of Buenos Ayres. Proceeding at once to San Juan, 
he met with the reception to be looked for from the 
people of his birthplace upon their release from so 
,long a 8eries of disasters endured in behalf of a cause 
whose triumph had demanded a sacrifice of which 
they were the victims, as wel! as the generous sympa
thy thus awakened in Buenos Ayres; for it is posi
tively known that it was the odium of the San Juan 
massacres that solved the difficulties previously insu
perable either by political combinations, treaties, 01' 

battles. On January 11, he celebrated, as governor 
of the province, an office to which the general voice 
had caBed him, the obsequies of the illustrious roen 
who had fallen in those massacres, and thenceforward 
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zealously availed himself of the means just placed in 
his hands to abate the evil effects of so many years of 
confusion. 

The many years he had spent in connection with the 
Chilian administration, at that time farther advanced 
in the path of progress than any other to be found in 
South America, his many travels, his steady devotion 
to public life, aH made him worthy of a wider neld of 
usefulness than that aff'orded by an interior province. 
But the moral importance of a community which had 
undergone such trials, and the liberal instincts it had 
always shown, were enough to make amends for its 
scanty population in lending importance to his labors. 
An era of tranquillity in the interior foHowed the storms 
of the past, while new sources of disturban ce made 
their appearance in the capital. 

He availed himself rather of the deference with 
which he was regarded, than of his official power, to 
render acceptable various reforms in administration 
and in the collection of revenue, setting on foot, also, 
sorne public works, while the people, but for him, 
would have be en disinclined to any changes. A 
Topographical De1>artment, entrusted to European 
engineers, was employed in the work of mapping and 
surveying the country, a work required by a method 
of agriculture dependent on canals for irrigation. The 
map of the province has since been lithographerl. 

Public education, as was to be expected, received a 
great illlpulse, in the foundation of a college for ad
vanced studies, the nncleus of a future university; a 
high school for children of each sex, and primary 
s,chools in each ward, parish, or c1epartment. U pon the 



380 BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH. 

foundations of an abandoned church in the city, the 
building devoted to edllcational purposes was at once 
begun, of which former mention was made. The fol
lowing public enterprises also de serve notice: a normal 
farm, for the promotion and improvement of agricultur
al art; a large cemetery which was urgently required 
by public decency, the old one being overcrowded; a 
public promenade, shaded by groups of trees, with iron 
benches beneath them; numerous repairs of existing 
structures; the paving of two leagues of streets; the 

'constrllction of bridges of quarried marble over the 
canals, etc.; and the opening of straight roads thirty 
yards wide between the departments, to facilitate the 
wagon traffie. 

He endeavored to bring back the refinements of 
cllltivated soeiety to a province so remote and which 
had been so exposed to eonditions detrimental to prog
ress, by the observance of publie eeremonies and fes
tivities on sueh oecasions as the laying of eorner-stones 
of new buildings, at the opening of various new works, 
and by military parades, all photographed at the time, 
in all of which were employed the forms, ornaments, 
and symbols used for sueh purposes . by all eivilized 
nations. The haleyon days of his short rule must 
have seemed after their late misfortunes like a dream 
of the ~ight. 

In his first addresses to the provincial legisla tu re, he 
proposed the development of the mining interest; for 
San Juan, an oasis in the desert of the Travesias, as 
the barren region around the provine e is ealled, is full 
of mining wealth. Three years had passed in frllitless 
endeavors to extraet the sil ver whieh showed itself in 
numerous loealities throughout the provinee. 
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Mr. Rickard "'liS sent for from Chili, and,after an 
examination of the principal mining districts, he made 
a report of them favorable enough to encourage the 
formation of a mining company, with a capital of a 
hundred thousand uoHars in gold; and when the stock 
was subscribed for, he went to England for materíals, 
machinery, and workmen, stopping at Buenos Ayres 
to obtain more subscriptions and assistance trom the 
government. No more fortunate choice of an agent 
could have been made. Mr. Rickard not only fulfilled 
aH the objects of his expedition, but enlisted English 
capital in the enterprise, by publishing his "Mining 
Journey across the Andes," which made the public 
familiar ",ith the name of the new mining district and 
other public works (trabajos publicos). A Review was 
established at the same time to keep the public in
formed of the results of the undertaking. 

If tite richness and permanence of these mines, and 
the skillful method of working them which have been 
adopted, answer the weÍl-grounded hopes which have 
been formed of them, it is supposed that their shares 
wil! soon be quoted at the London Exchange, and the 
" Mining J ournal "-will inform the world of their pro
ducts. Facing the central chain of the Andes, five 
thousand feet above the sea-Ievel, in the beautiful and 
cultivated valley of Colingasta, enhancing the granueur 
of one of the most superb views among the mountains, 
arise the columns of smoke emitted from the lofty 
chimney. of the Smelting and Amalgamating W orks 
of the San Juan Mining Company, situated near the 
mines of Fontal and of Castalio, which are connected 
",ith the plain by a cart-road, a·nd olfer an inexhaus-
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tibIe stock of metallic wealth to English capital and 
metallurgical science. Mr. Rickard has bougbt up a11 
tbe stock in order to extend the enterprise by tbe 
introduction of more capital. 

1t will soon be known wbether tbese mineral dis
tricts, with their tbousands of argentiferous veins, can 
rival tbe mines of Mexico or Potosi in richness and 
productiveness. 

But aH tbis fair promise of peace and progress was 
disturbed and saddened from the outset by the incur
'sions of banditti which distracted the neighboring 
provinces, and were carried even to the gates of San 
Juan, which tbus. found itself threatened with ruin 
while it was intent upon paving its streets and making 
bridge s and roads. On January 1, 1863, a letter 
conveying the compliments of tbe season was sent to 
the Governor of San Juan by one of the ministers of 
the general government, containing tbe expression, 
" We are sailing over a sea of flowers." Another min
ister stated on March 22, "W e bave never enjoyed 
a period of greater good fortune; at peace, as we are, 
with all tbe world, and on friendly terms witb Urquiza 
and El Cbacho." Tbese dreams of a government 
whicb, owing to its location at one extremity and in 
the most civilized part of the Republic, bad fallen into 
a false security, were dispelled by the fight of La 
Punta del Agua, which happened ten days later, on 
the 2d of April. On tbis occasion, no pGlitical pre
text was assigned for their plundering inroads by the 
troops of horsemen coming from the open country of 
La Rioja, San Luis, and Coruova, and headed by El 
Chacho, a leader who had been used to making war on 
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the towns with iD;lpunity under all the successive gov
ernments, for thirty years pasto The national govern
ment entrusted to the Governor of San Juan the 
suppression of tbese disturbances, assigning to the duty 
the National Guard of San Juan and Mendoza, a battal
ion of regulars, and the First Regiment of the Line, 
commanded by Colonel Sanders, who was famous for 
having received up to that time fifty-one wounds from 
knife, bullet, lance, rapier, and sword. 

Governor Sarmiento received his appointment to 
the direction of these military operations on the 8th of 
April. He had been informed on the 6th of an inva
sion of Mendoza by adventurers crossing from Chili in 
his rearo This intelligence, and the outbreak of insur
rection in all directions, made the instructions he had 
received useless and inapplicable, and forced him to 
rely upon the inspiration of the moment, and to act as 
the facts of the case required. 

Seventeen military expeditions were successively 
despatched from San ;j uan, towards tbe south, east, 
and north. The conflict of April 2 in San Luis was 
followed by several others: one in Mendozá, April13 ; 
one in La Rioja, May 21; one in tbe Playas de Cor
dova, June 29; one in the Chanar, between the la8t
named provinces, July 8; one in the Bajo Hondo, 
between San J aan and La Rioja, August 14, and a 
final and decisive engagement at Caasete, near the 
gate of the city of San Juan, on October 29. The 
Argenti.ne montonera, ahhough everywhere beaten, 
continually reappeared, unexpectedly threatening the 
place they supposed to be weakest, and mocking the 
yigilance of the armies in pursuit of them. 
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Eight hours after his entrance into the rural depart
ments of San Juan, El Chacho had been routed and 
"'as in flight towards the desert, trusting to that and 10 

the speed of his horses for his safety; but this time he 
failed lo find in it the security which had enabled him 
to laugh at the pursuit of regular troops for thirty 
years. The author of "Civilization and Barbarism," 
who has given us so lively a description of the warfare 
of the pampas, had, in this instan ce, departed from his 
ordinary course, and pursued the brigand with such 
energy as to surprise him in his last fastness, ",here he 
",as seized and executed. 

The want of spa,!!e forbids the insertion of the story 
of his capture, ",hich did credit to the skill and military 
tactics of the commander. 

While governor of San Juan, upon the invasion of 
the province, he twice placed it in a state of siege 
under a proc1amation of martiallaw. This course was 
unjustly and imprudently disapproved by the national 
government, and singular to relate, the two persons 
suspected of dealings ",ith the insurgents, who were 
released from imprisonment by the national authorities, 
met the melancholy fate of obscure deaths in inglorious 
combats such as too often occur in those unhappy 
countries, - domestic broils involving whole hecatombs 
of lives. 

Upon the capture, arms in hand, of Clavero, one of 
the ringleaders of the insurrection of Mendoza, a place 
subjected by the President himself to the control of 
Governor Sarmiento, commander-in-chief, he was 
tried before a council of ",ar and condemned to death. 
The sentence, according to rule, was referred to the 
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commander-in-chief. Governor Sarmiento felt con
vinced that he judged aright in sanctioning it, but the 
national gover~ment, ignorant till long after of the 
actual occurrences connected with this series of ope
rations, failed to do justice to the director of this com
plicated and obstinate warfare, until information was 
received of the decisive affuir at Causete. Clavero 
was set at liberty. At this day, government sees its 
mistake. In speaking of this transaction, Colonel 
Sarmiento again quotes Webster in his able speech 
about martial law and its occasional necessity, and in 
his "Life of Abraham Lincoln," dwells with much 
force upon that statesman's action in circumstances not 
wholly unlike tbose in which he then took parto He 
wrote several artic1es at the time upon the question of 
state rights which arose out of all these circumstances, 
which were afterwards published in the "Nacional" at 
Buenos Ayres, and still later reproduced in a pamphlet 
entitled "The State of Siege according to Dr. Raw
son," who was Secretary óf State.1 

The future of San Juan became secure upon the dis
appearance of El Chacho, who had plundered it more 
than once during -his residence in the neighborhood 
and since the organization of its mining wealth had set 
it on the road to wea1th. 

The National Government again applied to Congress 
for authority to appoint the Governor of San Juan to 
the diplomatic mission to the United States. 

1 A! Ibi. momen!, 1868, a chango of cabiDe! has thrown Dr. Rawson out 
or this position, aod Colonel Sanniento has beeo appointed Secretary of 
State by the preRent administratioD, but be-declines to take the place in 
this last bour of its existence. 

2S 
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After resigning his office' of Governor, ",ith the view 
of accepting this appointment, he went to Chili to 
execute a similar missioll, for he was JIV1de ambassador 
both to that country and to Pel'u at the same time. 

Hp. . took occasion, while at Valparaiso, to protest 
against the unprecedented conduct of Admiral Pinzon 
in seizing the Chincha Islands. This protest was 
couched in ooncise language, which clearly indicated, 
however, how the principies of international law had 
in this instance been trampled under foot. A still 
greater sensation was occasioned in Chili and in Peru 
by his address to the President of the Chilian Repub
líc upon presenting.his credentials, due, perhaps, to the 
expressive phrases in which this discourse recalled the 
glories of the War of Independence against Spain, 
the common glory of Peru, Chili, and the United 
Provinces. 

Colonel Sarmiento's resignation of the government of 
San Juan, gives occasion for the remark that his prin
cipies have made themselves manifest throughout his 
public career by the repeated withdrawal from situa
tions of personal advantage ",henever his retention of 
them would have interfered with a public interest or a 
sound political principie. 

When sixteen years old, he had quitted the manage
ment of a prosperous establishment to join an army 
which took the field against Facundo Quiroga; in 1842 
he gave up the high position won in Chili by his ",rit
ings, to attach himself to another Argentine army. In 
1851 he did the same, to join the final war against 
Rosas. After heing disappointed in the ability and 
,disposition of General Urquiza, the commander of the 
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expedition against Rosas, to give a settled or a better 
government, he alone of all his countrymen withdrew 
entirely from the scene of operations, as has be en be
fore mentioned, in order neither to countenance by his 
presence the evil rule he foresaw, nor to attempt a 
forcible resistan ce to it. 

In 1855 he had twice declined a seat in the Congress, 
because he could not take it consistently witIt his princi
pIes, preferring to establish himself in Buenos Ayres 
without any public office, and contend alone against the 
then mutilated confederation. In 1861 he refused the 
embassy to the United States tor kindred reasons, and 
again withdrew from the ministry on learning the news 
of the violent proceedings at San Juan and the conse
quent death of his friend, Dr. Aberastain. 

Before his departure from the Argentine Republic, 
the attention of the ·world had be en called to the 
United States and its public men by our civil war, and 
by European attempts to introduce monarchy into 
Mexico. He still watches the political struggle with 
the deepest interest ·and the eye of a philosopher 
and a legislator, from whom we may learn" mucho A 
letter addressed óf late to Senator Sumner on the 
occaslon of the suspension of the Department of Edu
cation, may well put to shame tIte backwardness of our 
National Congress in reference to that cause whose 
neglected c1aims are the strongest possible comment 
upon tIte superficial education of our people.1 

Fro~ Chili he went to Peru. During his stay in 
Lima he was invited by the plenipotentiaries sent to 
the South American Congress, .to which he had never 

1 Seo Appendix. 
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be en accredited by his government, to take part in 
its deliberations, and give it the benefit of his knowl
edge. He assisted in drawing up the treaties of alli
ance agreed to by the accredited plenipotentiaries, and 
did mllch to couch the alliance in Sllch terms as would 
least i~pair the sovereignty of each State. 

The Chilian press has. preserved the memory of sev
eral remarkable predictions of Colonel Sarmiento in 
respect to the conseqllences of political conditions whose 
significance his sagacity enabled him to penetrate with 
remarkable insight, as the events proved. 

In September, 1847, he assnred Señor Carbello, the 
Chilian Minister Plenipotentiary at Washington, of the 
c10se approach of the Frel1ch Revolution which took 
place in February, 1848, at which latter time he had 
returned from his travels, ando was again in Chili, 
whence he wrote, in March, befol'e any tidings cou"ld 
have reached Chili, inquiring for the details of an 
event that he was confident had happened. His pre
diction of the present condition of the United States, 
published last winter in "The Commonwealth," de
served to stand side by si de with those prophecies which 
Mr. Sumner collected in his striking article in "The 
Atlantic." At that time he traversed the United States 
from end to end, saw its growing prosperity with a 
fresh eye, - fresh from the apathy of South America 
and Spain; fresh from the complicated conditions of 
the most advanced countries of Europe, where he had 
detected the c10gs in the machinery of despotic and 
indeed of all monarchical or personal governments. He 
also detected the flaws in our country, and sal\" where 
liberty was travestied by the continued existence of 
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slavery, but looking through al! these obstacles he 
confidently predicted that in twenty years this would 
be the Great Republic of the world, and command the 
respect of all nations, possessing vitality enough to 
cure its own internal sores. It is still more remarka
ble to find a passage in his travels wherein, speaking 
of the division of the religious world into sects, he 
recognizes the principIes of Roge¡' Williams into whose 
spirit he intelligently enters, and prophesies that 
Aruerica is a land where eventual!y al! sects wiII be 
merged in apure practice of Christianity which shall 
repudiate aH discordant forrus and show the spectacle 
of a religious nation in which only the principIes of 
Christianity shaH be recognized without its forms. 

Perhaps the most remarkable instance of his fore
sight was his celebrated letter to General Urquiza in 
1860, in which he told him that ayear later he should 
require him to answer for the cOllsequences of that 
invasion of San Juan which ended in the death of Dr. 
Aberastain. In 1861, and as it happened on the same 
day of the same month, while moving on San Juan 
with an arrny, he addressed a letter from' VilIanueva 
to General U rquiza, who had been just defeated at 
Payon, to remind him of his former letter which had 
been justified by the evento 

During his late residence in the United States, Col
onel Sarmiento has given aH his leisure time to the 
subject of education and to the preparation of papers 
descrip~ve of American industry and American prog
ress, and of valuable works, to send home to his 
country. 
. An able "Life of Lincoln," compiled froro the best 
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authorities then known, and made up largely of his 
best and most effective speeches, taken as far back as 
the debates upon the Mexican war, aneI prefaced by a 
very instructive Introduetion, he has printed and sent 
to South America, offering it .. in unlimited quantities " 
if they will but read it. The skill with which he made 
prominent in it, topies upon which South America 
needed instruction, was very marked. The burst of 
sympathy which followed in the Argentine Republie, 
the death of our beloved President, was quite touehing, 
ánd has be en but little known and appreclated here. 
They too observed public mournillg for the event, and 
their hearts were opened to receive the instruction his 
Jife and death afforded. Indeed the interest with 
which they watch our career is very worthy of note, 
and the noble speech and defense of our country made 
by Hector Florence Varela, one ilf the most accom
plished of their eitizens, at the Peace Congress in 
Geneva in 1867, a speech for which General Dix sent 
him an official note of thanks,l show how intelligent is 
their appreciatioll. 

His book entitled .. The Schools the Basis of the 
Prosperity of the U nited States," is a large work, con
taíning a mine of information and wisdom. Many of 
its papers are deseriptíve of South American wants, to 
which the remedy is pointed out in others upon North 
American prosperity. This book is highly spoken of 
by Mr. Laboulaye, as well as by the best patriots and 
Jiterary men of South America who have had the good 
fortune to read it ;' but an edition of a thousand copies, 

1 The speeeh and lb. noto have been published in Ih. April nomber 
oC tbe Boslim Radical. ' 
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which Colonel Sarmiento sent home for distribution, 
was stored in the government house, which shortIy 
after \Vas burnt down with aH its treasures~ books, and 
archives. Only a few individuals, who knew the 
edition \Vas there, and insisted upon having copies, ob
tained the books. The catastrophe seems almost sym
bolic of the disasters that ever and anon befaH the 
devoted Republic, which from time to time rises 
phrenix-like from its own as hes, and after having 
vainly fluttered its wings for a flight into the empy
rean,faHs back to earth with broken pinion. May it 
prove of immortal vigor in the end, like the patriot 
educator, ",ho never tires of scattering the good seed 
broadcast, sure that in the hature of things it is inde
structible; that a little vegiltation ",ill 6r8t spring up 
and cover the naked rock, disintegrating the surface by 
striking its slender roots, and this wiII make a richer 
bed for the next seed to faH upon, till at last the desert 
shaH blossom as the rose. What undying faith in prin
cipies is needed to keep alive even such indomitable 
energies! 

When Colonel Sarmiento was in Europe in 1847, he 
was solicited to Iñake the " Revue des Deux Monde;;" 
answer to its name by his own contributions to it. He 
did not accept the offer, but the last publication he has 
undertaken is a Review of his own caBed "Ambas 
Americas," or "The Two Americas," in which he 
purposes to embody aH the current educational litera
ture and improvements of· the time. He has sent 
home a large edition of the 6rst number to be dis
tributed not ·only in his own ~epublic but in the sister 
Republics. Many of these are h,rdly yet acquainted 
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with the movement set on foot in Chili and the Argen
tine RepubJic thirty years ago. In 8uch portions of 
the countrj, the education of the people as a people has 
never yet been contemplated, and this very able Review 
will give the lirst intimation of such a plan to many of 
them. He hopes for assistance from this country to 
enrich his work. 

His able coadjutor, La Senora Juana Manso, inspired 
by his example, still continues in her able editorship of 
the "Common-School Annals," founded many years 
&ince by Colonel Sarmiento. She is resolved that 
her compatriots shall not want for the best theories 
upon every branch of the subject. In one of her last 
iS8ues, speaking of tbis last Mfort of Colonel Sarmiento, 
she joyfuUy exclaims, " the giant is on his feet again ! " 
Like Antreus of old, when he falls to the earth, he 
rebounds from it with new motives for exertion, and 
apparently with new powers of execution. The foun
dation and l'xccution of the "Ambas Americas" was 
the first effort which Colonel Sarmiento made after 
hearing of the death of his noble and only son in the 
Paraguayan war. The thought of what the sixty 
th~usand children of the RepubJic needed drew him 
out of his deep sadness for tbat immeasurable and irrep
arable loss, for his son was a young man of tbe linest 
promise, spoken of by his eulogists as the "bope of the 
nation," the " coming man," the " idol of society," and 
young as he was (but twenty-one), "the intelligent 
and pure patriot" to whose future career the most 
experienced men of his country looked with expecta
tion and conlidence. He was educated by his father 
from earliest infanc¡, and was just about to graduate at 
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the University of Buenos Ayres, when the can to 
fight for liberty and his country snatched him from his 
studies. 'The motives of the allies in that \Var were 
not conquest, for they mutually agreed not to occupy 
Paraguay, but simply to dethrone tbe tyrant and 
restore the country to its enslaved people.1 The mo
tive of young Captain Sarmiento and his Lieutenant 
Paz who fell on tbe same field of battle, and were 
brought home and buried together in the tomb of the 
martyred Varela, by raquest of his sons, was as pure 
as those which actuated our noblest young men to fight 
for the liberty of all, as well as in defense of their 
country. • 

At the instance of his government, which consisted 
of his personal as wen as political fi·iends, who thought 
his mind might be temporarily diverted from his sor
rows by a change of scene, Colonel Sarmiento .... isited 
the French Exposition in 1867, and was present at the 
awarding of medals to his countrymen for their supe-
rior wools. . 

Such are the principal events inthe life of a states
man of South America, of which \Ve have' known so 
little. Perhaps they have many more men of merit, 
for in 11is works \Ve meet the names of many who bave 
been distinguished, and of whom he speaks in terms of 
high respeet, such as the Generals of the War of ln
dependence, Puyrredon, San Martin, and Las Heras, 
statesmen like Don Manuel Móntt, ex-pl·esident of 
Chili, tl\e celebrated litterateur Bello, the virtuous 

1 It i. nol cle~rly nnderslood in Ihi. counlry Ihal Ibe object of Lopez, 
tyrantof Paraguay, w .. nol lo found or defOJld a republic, bul lo found an 
~"Y'ire extending over Entrerios) Corriente8, and Uruguay. 
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Aberastain, "a Cato assassinated in another U tica," 
Dr. Velez, the author of the " Codes of Law," of which 
M. l..aboulaye says it is the most advanced work on 
that subject in the world, with many other personages 
too numerous to name and of whom nothing is known 
here. But none of them have had the opportunity, 
like the subject of this sketch, to acquire that knowl
edge whirh, when wel! directed, serves to change 
radically the condition of a nation. Even the circum
stance of not having received that kind of education 
'which is given in universities may have served to pre
serve his mind free from those leading-strings of 
national tradition which often be~omes a.second nature 
in the individual, destroying aH originality and perpet
uating errors of opinion. Aman who has contended 
with barbarism in South America, and has studied the 
sources of the development of other nations, during 
residence therein, must have acquired by practice and 
by comparison, rich materials for thought, and a fund 
of ideas of no common order. That of diffusing edu
cation among the people, from which nothing has di s
tracted him for thirty years, neither war nor exile, the 
poverty of his private life, nor the seductions of exalted 
position, has given a special character to his life. The 
present minister of the government of Buenos Ayres, 
speaking of education, in his report to the legislature of 
this year, says, " We cannot speak of education ",ithout 
naming Colonel Sarmiento;" and this saying will be 
often repeated in different parts of South America, for 
his new Review, the "Ambas Americas," a work spe
cially designed to impart to the southern hemisphere 
the knowledge and the ideas that have been acquired in 
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the northern, will spread the knowledge of his charac
ter and efiorts, as \Vell as of his great theme, Popular 
Education. 

It may be said of him in reference to the subject 
of education, as was said of a contemporary by Plu
tarch, "He is more than an echo of Socrates in 
the practice of morality, he is even a disciple." Who 
like him has during a long life pursued the one aim of 
saving a nation from decay by proposing to rouse the 
dormant moral sentiments of the human soul? 

WiIl his example be followed in his own country ? 
He has had so little encouragement in his laborious 
career that it had been feared few would be found to 
follow him in a path so bristling with difficulties, but 
the present sympathy of his countrymen, whom a great 
calamity has waked from their long apathy, inspires 
bettcr hopes. 

It is but justice to do so much honor: to his country, 
as to say, that by what we have seen of the corre
spondence of "Ambas Americas," and through the 
political articles of the New York papers, i~ is evident 
that there are everywhere sorne who appreciate the 
true value of his l~bors, and there is a party there that 
understands how much it might be benefited by put
ting the reins of government into such able and 
experienced hands. .. It is like the judgment of pos
terity," one letter says, '.' this opinion that is held to-day 
of the same ideas and efforts which ten years ago met 
with sueh resistance." 

In countries so little experienced in republican prac
tices as South America must be, the matel~al facts of 
an election are n,ot always the expression of the most 
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dominant opinion of the best minds, but rather of tbe 
accidental influences of tbe momento lt is therefore 
do~btful wbetber Colonel Sarmiento, bein¡t so far from 
the theatre of party movements, can effectually serve 
his country otherwise tban by his advice or his writ
ings, but tllat tbey are now esteemed worthy of con
sideration there, is a powerful stimulus to his persever
ance in his life-Iong work. 



APPENDIX. 

--- New York. 
To MR. SB''''TOR SUllNER,-

HONORABLE SIR, - Encouraged by the distinction with which you have 
boen kind enough to favor me, 1 take tbe liberty of submitting to your 
enligbtened cODsideration a few observatioDS upon a subject which will 
soon be brougbt before tbe Senate, snd in whose favorable selection not 
only the Uniled States, but republican principIes everywhere, and the civ
ilization ef the popular ma .... are deeply interested. 1 hove beard Ibat 
the discontinuance of the N.tiona! Department of Education has beeo re
solved upon, and ir the measure is definitely carried, 8uch actíon wiU in 
m)" judgment produce a deplorable re.ction against tbe growing interest 
inspired of late by uniyersal education. 

For slal.smen Iike yourseIr, my suggestions would hove Iittlo value, if 1 
sbould pretend lo propose new plano upon subjects on which Norlh Amer
icana are so rar in a«h·a~ce of oilier nations. But it may be of sorne use 
to know tbe impressioDs made upon atber people!J, and roy feeJings in tbis 
!IIpecial case would be, as it were, tbe expression of tbeir common aspira
tiono. 1 can speak for Soulh America, where twenty or ttlirty millions of 
human beings are agitate~ by a chaos of revolutioDs, which conduce to 
nothing, becauat certain element, of g&vt1'nmenl a7'e teanting, and I haya 
receotly ,·isited Europe, where 1 conversed with eminent men upon tbe 
Bnlutary moral ¡nOuence which tbe United State! are beginning to exer
cise. 

When Enrope recov.red from its surprise and wonder at th. happy iosua 
of the post civil war, and at tbe triumph of republican institutíODS,
among all tbe caU8es incomprehensible at a -distance, which . bad brougbt 
about this ree.ult, it discemed one aJone clearly, alld tbst was tbat bebind 
Lincoln. Cal~pre~s, and Grant, WBS a people lhat coold read and write. 

The Republic now presants itoelf to those who do not despair of Iiberty 
in the world, with the .e11OO1 as Ibe basis of its Conslitution. To th. 
political economist, tbe North American Stbool, which creates the }Jl'oducer, 
is a sufficient explanation of the prodigiou; development of wealth i .nd 
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in ,·iew of the govcrnments tbemselves, the sudden appearance of tba 
United States aod of Prulsia 8S great nationa, ja clasely allied to their .ya
tems of universal education. Eogland and FraDce bave ahowed of late 
tbat they have profited by tbe 1e880n, taking more interest than formerly 
in tbe diffusion of educatien. This iB tbe elear influence exercised by 
American iOMtitutions in their most acceptable forma. 

l\lr. Laboulaye, tbe distinguished French profesaor who has done 80 

much td make N ortb American institutions known In Europe, not long 
ago presented to the workmen of Lyons tbe portraiture of Borace Mano 
8S tbe only man comparable to Waahington in the part which be took in 
tbe definitive and enduring orgnnization of American democracY' But in 
the greatcr part oí th~ world to~day, iC the influence and ef6.cacy of North 
American institutions oC educotion are known by their resulta, very few it 
aoy have au iden oi tbeir mode of opera.tion, or of their organization. lo 
}':llgland, reports, data, and idellS are frequently 80ugbt from tbe United 
States, and 1 aro acquainted with the fact tbat the ex~nlini8ter Ratazzi, 
desiring lo organize a vost system of education in Italy, lamented tbat he 
had not within reach thc prccil!le documenta whicb could explain the sys
temo that bave given slfch happy ro.ulta in tbo United Stato., tho only 
conntry which can serve 8S a guide in tbis respecto The apeecb oí tbe 
Han. Mr. Gar6eld in the House of Representati\'e8 in favor of the creation 
of the N ationol Department of Education, has been reproduced io tbe 
presscs of South America as a stinlulus toward 8dopting the Sd.me measure, 
and o.nother of I?rofessor Wickeniham, oC Pennsylvania, has had the samé 
currency in Frauce and South America. 

If the United States, then, owe an account to the human race oC their 
own experience and progresa in certain respecta wbich are important to the 
wtll-being snd improvement of mankind, just a8 tbey received from Eug~ 
lund and from human thought many of tho principal bonoSta of go""m
ment, a means of transmitting the knowledge would bereby have been 
establisbod, and tho N ation.1 Dopartmont of Education would havo fulSllod 
tbat useful funct¡on, beside tbe Rpecial object for which it was created. It 
would have come to be, as it were, tbe Department" of InternatioDll1 and 
Foreign Educational Relations, and ite reporta and data would, wben col. 
lected; have been a. fountain of ioformation, Dot only for tbe Soutbem 
Sta tes, hut other nstions, for even ir a Report of Massachusetta or New 
York Scbools caD be obtained in Europe, 8uch documenta, by tbeir purely 
provincial character, are wanting iD the authority which. the seaI of the 
Unilcd Slalos would givo lo those of a Nalional Department. Tbe great 
inequality with which .education is actually distributed in the United 
Sta!cs, .nd which it was tbe confe •• ed objoct of the .aid Department 10 
regulate, would have given sn opportunity lo aee tbe work of diffusion, 
o.nd the application of means, as well as the desired resulta. 

With somo diflidence, 1 will venturo to make ono observation with re-
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speet to the Uoited Stales Ihemselves. The greatest antagonism between 
the Southern Statea and tho Northern, has come, in my judgD\cnt, from tba 
Sóuthem following the ume plan as that of ancient society in Europe aod 
South America, and tbe Nortbern advancing in new and peculiar paths. 
The ~ystem of edueation in lbe 80utll, limited "lo uDiversities and colleges, 
was that of Englaod, Franee, Spain, Italy, and the South Am.rica of to
da)", lea,~ing the mojority ofthe people without ¡ntellectual prepa1"8tioD and 
del"clopment. Tbe visible sigo of lbe ad,oBDced North American system 
of governmeot is the eoolmon ScJoool, and if ever th. Soulh shows lb. sam. 
Rsible ,igtl, ita regcDcratioD will be secured. 

For Ibe Republicans of Europe aod South Americ., Ibe Norlb American. 
have added 8 new organism of govenlment in tbe COMllON SCHOOL, thus 
solviog a grave difficulty which lb. ancieot Republics could oot soh· •. 
l'he Nortb Anierican Republic is a goverument which uoder a wriUen Coo
stitution is cnrried 00 by wriUtn speech, Athens, Rome, Venice, }I'lorence, 
w.re republican citiea (or cily republics) governing by word of moulb from 
lb. Forum. Washingtoo is onl)" Ihe desk 00 which the \aws are wrilten 
and where tb. reasoos ore given for the law, which 00 the foUowing day 
tbe people in Clllifornia, Chicago, or Richmond, read wt-iUen. Hence the 
Republic to·day is io exteosioo indefinitely dilutable, as Ihe people gov
em rrom tbeir residence, bo it in Egypt, in Capua, or in Greece, because 
they can read tbat wbicb is sent to tbem tOn'Un¡. If, tbeo, RepublicBO in
stitutions are to be dift'used tbroughout the world, patriots, iustead of mak
iog re"olutioDs, would begin by founding cornmoo sehools, in imitation of 
Ibe United States, as the cemeolof the ruture Cooslitutions. lf Prol.st
antism, by rcquiriog tbe Christian to know how to read, in onter lo put 
into his hnnds the Bible, hos so mllch aided by tbis meaos alone, the deyel
opmeot and improvement of the buman race, the SCHOOL of the American 
Republic willlDRke useless the.a~cient aristocracles and the modero repres
sive governments, by suppressing Ihe popular incapacity aJ1ji its legitimat. 
ftuits - revolutioDS. 

y ou will understand wby; with th ... ideas and hopes, 1 deplore th. sup
pression' of the Nativllal Department of Education, which proposes to be a. 
guide at home and abroad to Ihe laggards of the South in lbe Ullited Stat.s, 
and would boye been a Phoros to the other oolioos, in tbe Dew path marked 
out by the Nortb. So persuaded WIlS 1 ofthe beneficentintlueoce wbich this 
department was destined to execute, that 1 attended tbe meetings of Su
perintendents of Sehools in W Illlhington aud lndiollopolis to add my voice 
to it, and e~t8bli!'hed a Spanish EducRtional Review 1 in order to make known 
at larga in Soulb America tlle important data which tbis public office would 
furnish. If lhe preservution of tbe Nlltjonal Dcpartment of Education 
does not ¡lItere!t you much for practical results in the South, which have 
oot yel b.en put to lbe proof, 1 think you. caunol b. indifforent to Ibe ad-

I .Amba.s Amtricds .. 





ERRATA. 

---
Page 30th, line 1st, for Chri&lian read Chilian. 

lille 16th, for Ari.lo read Tri.le. 
" 130th, line 2d from below, for crim BOCial read "",ial criN. 
.. 136th, liDe 9th, for jijly-foo! "'ldi .. ·• readjijlyfool-80ldiers. 
.. 248th, IiDO 4th, for .A.gacucko roael .A.yocuc/.o. 
" 25>5th, line lat, ror mountaineer. read montonero •. 
" 262d., line 1st, (or moufltaineers read montoneros. 
" 26!th, IiDe 17th, for ,acreligiOUl read IDcrikgilJlJS. 
" 276th, liDes 4th and 5th from below, for p!I"umidl read de.er! 01 

Ba1uJra. 
Page 28!th, liDo 13th, for calhedral read pu/pil. 
'" 308tb, liDe 1st from below, strike out Doctor. 

.. 321st, line 8th, for Jache! road Jachal. 
u 322d, liDes 6th aDd 8th, for Ltprida read Laprida. 
.. 323d, liDes 3d .Dd 8th from below, for Ridwrd read Richard. 
.. 327th, IiDe. 12th aDd 13tIÍ from be lo." for .A.nlonio read NaZl"'o. 
.. 330th, IiDe 7th from below, for Brilluela·read Brizu,la. 
.. 3!3d, line 9th, for UIlp<Uál<. read llwpellala. 

liDe 10th, for SaY"ana read Lagra"o. 
.. 345th, IiDO ~5th from below, for Radi .. read Kadi ... 
.. 353d, liDes 18t aDd 5th, for Bolicar read Boli.'¡a. 

for under v:llom read where. 
.. 359th, IiDe 16th from below, lor Durqué read Durqui. 
.. 36Oth, liDe 8th, for Banaluol41 read Sa71 NicoÚl •• 

from below, for Du"qué read Durqui. 
.. 367th, lino 9th, for IJurqué read IJurqui. 
" 373d, IiDe 15th, for Be/grace read Bflgrano. 
" 374tb, IiDO 3d from below, for J), •• Francia, /h. Igran! of Paraguay 

Iptnl; read #'-rom France !OUt unto ~ 
Page 374th, IiDe 2d from below, for in read lo fo,ler. 

" 378th, Ji"e 16th, for Comnlander-in-chief reael Cl.itf-of-'loJJ: 
u ::iS5tb, Hne ht, ror ((1171mafic1t:r-i,;-c~i,:J' read Prl,idtfll. 
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