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THE PROTOCOL CONCERVING THE TREATMENTS OF THE AIRMEN OF THE
ALLIED FORCES IN THE EASTERN DISTRICT
PART 1

By the Central Investigation Committee Concerned
with Prisoners of . ‘ar.

9 January 1946

(No, 6 of 30 volumes)

I. TForeword

Thie protocol has been made, in haste, based upon the revorts of the
Eagtern Demobilization Commissioner (the former Commander of the Eastern
4litary District). Further investigations will be made and the details

will be submitted.
II. The gist

Among the subject under ception in the Eecstern District, the details
of the following three incidents have now been somewhat clarified:

1. The incident whereby 62 suspected violators of military regulations,
who were interned in the detention house of the Tokvo Army Prison,
vere burned to death in the air raids on the night of May 25,1940.

The incident whereby a pilot of a B-29 which fell in Eiyoshi
Villege, Chosei District in Chida Prefecture, received Kaishaku
(T.N., an assistance to a harakiri by beheading) by the raiding
company of the lst battalion, 426th Infantry “egiment, 147th
Division, on May 26, 1940.

The matters concerning the treatment in the premisce of the
Militarv Police Unit Ecadquarters.

I1I. The Incident whereby 62 Suspected Violators of liilitary Regulations,
Who “ere Tnterncd in the Detention House of the Tokyo Army Prison,
Were Burned to Deeth in the Air Raids on the Iight of May <5, 1945.

The protocols concerning thies incident are nresented as separate
books Nos. 1 and <.

Captain Toshio TASHIRO, Judge Advocate's Section, who was the Com-
mandant of the Tokyo Army Prison (and of the detention housc) was
sentenced to 10 days' strict confinement by the Commander of the
Eastern Militery District on the ground that he had caused mapy deaths,
and during the said air raid, lost concerned documents through burning.
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IV,

The incident whereby a pilot of & B-29 which fell in Hiyoshl Village,
Chosei District, Chiba rrefecture, receivcd Kalshaku (T.N. on assistance
to a harakiri by beheading) by the raiding commany of the lst Battallon,
426th Infentr~ Regiment, 147th Diviaion, on Mey 26, 19450.

Around 1:00 o'clock on May 26th, 1945, a2 B-29 crashed into a rice ficld
at No. 1650 of Enomoto, ia Hivoshi Village, Chosei District, Chiba
Prefecture. 4t thet time, 5 men were killed in the cresh and one other
men wes seriously injured. Cantain Masaakil MITSURUCHI, the Company
Commander of the raiding compeny of the 1lst Battalion, 4<6th Infantry
regiment, ordered Sergeami~lajor Tekavoshi (T.¥., ?) SAKAINO, who wee
attached to the compeny, to do Xalehsku (P.N. Assist death) to the
wounded man. The body was temporarily buried in the cemetery of the
Choeiji Temple, and the wear ended without 1t ever being reported %o
higzher headquarters.

Ag there is an indication that beyonetting of the sald body took place
after deeth, further investigeticn is being rede.

NOTE: The meaning of Keishaku. The word "Kaishaku" means to essist
the acte of & men. Since the Yedo Era, when a man comnits
Harakiri, the act of a second who stands Dby and cuts off his
head in order to curtail the vain of hHarekiri, is known as
Kaisheku. This is an exnression of the spirit of our Bushido
(T.N. the code of the werrior), and by extending further this
spirit, it ceme to be practiced on men whose deaths were in-
evitable, as a sympethetic and merciful act to stoo the pain,
ond to hasten end complete death. During this war, the Kaishnku
wes often performed among the Jepanese soldiers and ocfficeres.

Concerning the treatment in the premisee of the :i1litarv Police iUnit

L

r.eadauarters.

The treatment of the sirmen of the Allied Forces captured in the Festern
region, were divided into two catcgories. Zfirst, if they were suspected
of violating militery reguletions, they were disnosed of bv courts-
rartial. Sccond, if they were ecquitted, they were interned in the

-0V Comp and treected a8 ordinary 20Vi. Fowcver, before these steps

vere tekcen, they at first were ceteined in the guerd house of the
Eastern ifiliterv Pelice Unit heedquarters as susnected violrtors of
militery regulations. In regard %o the trcatment during this detention,
it is thouzht that the authorities heave treated them nroperly in gon-
eral, accordinz to the laws ond reguletions.

During the period of detenticn, there were 17 deeths.

Conccorning the detnils of the above, further investigetion is now being
m?tdf .




Document To. 2662 - Part 23

Vi. The disposition of the corpscs.
The documents have already been submitted.
The dispoeition of the personecl cffects.

At present 1t is imposeible to investigate this since there is no one
who knows the circumstances of disposition, and because the documents

were destroyed by burning at the time of the armistice.

. VIII.Subsequent mcasures.

Ageinst the suspected criminals, the astern Demobilization Commissioner
is now carrying on preliminery investigations in order to dring them
to trial.

,. References:

'he names of Commanders concerned at the time of the occurrence of the
incidents:

l. The Commander of the 12th Area Army.(the Commander of the Mllitary
District). General Seiichi TAVAKA,

The Ammy Commander of the 52nd Army - Lt. General Tokamatsu
SHIGETA.

The Divisionel Commander of the 147th Division - Lt. General
Kozaburo ISHIKAWA.

The Regime tal Commander of the 426th Infantry Regiment -~
Colonel Teiichi TAMURA.

The Battalion Commander of the lst Battalion, 426 Infantrv
hegiment - Major Teizo (?7) KURBO.

"he Company Comma Mer of the Raiding Comveny, lst Battalion -
Cantein Masaski MISTUBUCHI.

Attached to the above compeany - Sergeant-Ma jor Takavoshi SAKAINO.
\ £ 3




Document No.

Separate Book No. 1

HE PROTOCOL OF THE CIRCUMSTANCES CONCERNING THE BURNING TO
DEATH OF THE AIRMEN O THE ALLIED FORCES

sart 1
Contents
Detention Facilities
Conditions of the Army Prison and its Vicinity
Conditions of the Detention House
Situation of the Detention

The number of persons
Treatment

Situation of the Personnel

. OQutline of the Air Defense Plan of the Prison
, Adr Defense Mcasures Talken at the Time.
Situation of the Allied Alr +salds
The Measuree Teken for the Prisoners.
The Situation of the Damnges
The Truly Unevoideble Circumstances which Led to the
Burning to Death of the Suspeccted Viclators oif Military
regulations.
The Attached Maps and Illustrations:
1. The map showing the arrangements of the bulldings
(prior to the destruction by fire) of the Tokyo rmy
Prison.

The rough sketch of the No. 4 ward (detention house)

A drawing of the front of the cell of the detention
house and 1ts lock.
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PROTOCOL O TER CIRCUMSTANCES COVCZIRIING THE DEATH!
BURHING OF THEE AIRMEN OF THE ALLIED FOnCE
(Me y 26, 1945)

The Detention Facilitics.

In accordence with the instruction of the Army Commender of the Xastern
District in November, 1942, the Tokyo Detention Housec was cstsblished

in the Tokyo Army Prison with a view of interning foreigners concerned
with violatione of the military regulaticns. The personnel of the Tokyo
Army Prison held the posts of the new establishment in addition to thelr
original duties.

The Vo, 4 werd, which was alrecdy established, wes used for this purpose
ond in order to distinguish it from the general wards, the southern and
northern sides of the No. 4 ward wvere surrounded by wooden walls of
sbout 7 shaku (T.N. approximately 7 feet) in height.

The Conditions of the Army Prison and ite Viecinity.

The site of the Army Prison forms a rectangle which spreads from south

to north and is surrounded by brick walls of 12 shaku in height. Towards
the southern end, lies the perade ground, and to the west o the northern
end stands the medicsl dispensary. To the east of the northern end
stende the kitchen.

The central part is divided in two zones; the ecast of which ie the cell-
zone, »nd the western side is the workshop zone. 3Between the two zones,
an observation post is established. There nre elx ward houses facing
the south and stend in order from north to south as detention houses

No. 1, No. 2, No. 3, No., 4, and No. 5. The coffice and the warehouse

are outside of the nrison gate,ns shown in the appended !ap No. 1.

The situction of the rrea around the prison is as follows:

The northern side is adiacent to the Yoyogi Parade Crounds across a
road. The northern, southern and eastern sides,with the exception of
the southwestern corner, face 2 crowded area of nrivate houses.

The Conditions of the Detention Lcuse.

No. 4 ward house 1s constructed of wood with tile roofing, similar to
the other werds. There =re 17 cells in the ward #nd cach cell has an
erea of 2 tsuboe, being 1 ken wide ~nd 2 ken long (T.N. about 6 feet by

2 feet). The front and rear of the cell are constructed with lattice
mede from timber of 3-1/2 sun squore, with intervels of 3 sun. To both
sides of the ccll, there are pillars at intervals of 3 shaku and »ine
wood bozrde of over 1 sun thickness cre affixed. 2t the corner of the
north side, a toilet with a porteble chamber pot, and washing facilitice
are provided.
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"he floor is mode of bosrde #nd 1ts height is 2bout 2 shaku. The door
of the cell is attached to the south side. The lock is made strongly

0of iron end 1is placed so thet it camot be touched from the inside.
Iron bars are put in at two points between the lattice on bnth sides
of the door #s shewn in sppended sketch'No. 2, and drawing No. 3,
illustrating the dbuilding and cell.

The Situation of the Detention.
l., The number of rersons.

At thet time, the number of the susnected violators of military
regulations interned was 62. Five of them on 2bout April 25th,
<9 of the men on tiey 9th, #nd 28 men on May 10th, were interned
respectively by warrents of detention issued by the procuretor
of the court mertiel in the Zrstern District Army. Begides
these foreigners, 2% thot time there were 464 prisoners who were
confined in Varde No. 1, 3, #nd 5.

The treatment.

‘he treatment given the suspected violators of militery regulrtions
was just the seome as those in the army prison. Foodstuffs, clothes,
bedding ond bedclothes, and miscellaneous goods were sunmplied them,
the same 28 to the armv prisoners,

In regerd to discipline, in view of the difference of languages,
customs ond habits, they wore treatcd rother leniently and £indl v,
a8 they roceived freedom of posture 2nd hobit. In regard to the
quentity and uelity of food, these were the same as supplied *to
the ormy prisoners.

A8 to the clothee, one set of cesual clothes, one sct nf summer
clothes, one sct of underwear, and one pair of drawers were issued.

In regnrd to bedding, three dblankets, onc pillow (with case) were
issued. For miscellanecous grods, onc mrt, one half-sized towel,
€tc. were supnlied.

The Situation of the Personnel.

The est~blishcd number of the personnel of the Tokyo Army “rison wes

1 commendant, 8 chief jailers and 70 jailers. However, due to ab-

scnces at thot time, the existing number of the personnel consisted

of 1 commandant, 5 chief jailers rnd 58 jailers and erch of them held
additional posts &as personnel of the detention house. However, among
these were 13 jeilers who were still under troining and not yvet avpointed
to their duties.




4{1crs were taking vacations due 1o sicknesscs or
d by the air raid of May 23rd, and 1
Kokura for the purpose

farthermore, 10 Je¢
guffering from celamities causc
chief jeller #nd 2 Jellers were dispstched to
of gunrding convicts who were being transported.

sporoxim~tely 30C nrisoners, but
Turthermore, eince some
prrsonnel were dis-

Normally, there werc no more then

this number suddenly increased to over 000,
~f the prisoncrs were hospitalized; some of the
patched there. 48 & result, the streagth of gurris wes extremel) week,
and morecover, the situstion was guch thet the staff versonnel werc ex-

tremely dbusy with %helr dubies.

The personnel who wore on night dutics 2%t thot time wrre chief jaller
Shiro KIKUCHI ~n? 16 jailers. In addttion to thie, 28 air defense

staff, chief Jaiier TYRASAWA and 5 other jallers were lodging in the

premises nf the prison.
The Outline of the Air Defemsc rlan of thc Prison,

tion for rir rrids dy the Alliecd airplenes, it wes planned

In prepar:
from samong the -rmy prisoners

beforchand to selcct necessary mcmbers
who were well-behaved and 0 orgaenize, with jellers as chicfs, 2 sccurity

~ work sqnad, a fire-fighting esound and an oir defense squad.
It was planned to conduct scereionnl drills in order to minimize the
demeges. In cese °f an 4y rajd alerm, the locks of the cclls werc te
ve helf-onened (lowering the lifting-iron of the lock so thet the door
con be opened at once by turning the handle without the kev), in pre-
paration for an emergency, snd planned to evacuate according to nec-

eseitye.

squad ,

During the night, the personnel on night duties, and on the air defense
stoff were ordcred to undcrtaxe the guarding of the prison and the
The opening of the doors dwwring the night

protcction of the prisoners.
woe limited to the time when 1v wes recsly necessary hecnuse nf the
nt of this wes pinced undcr the res—

fecar of escanes, and ihe Jucgemc
- :‘ P - - -' " 1 NN . | _‘i o : ..

Y '1.'... }{.’r r}'n Il.&-t:‘:r.. ] (._utr‘,rr‘ Hf\ L -I.L“ L g 11 :_r

the perzonnel

nonsibility ¢ the ciaet
redd alorm were soa.cef., 15 was cetoblished thrt all
were to teke up their nosts. If the cormandart of the prison were
orceent, the men werc o naturrlly teke his orders.

VII.The air defensc meessures taken ot the time.

e P -

At 2230 hours on ley 25th, there wes =& nrocautionsry werning, and ot
sbout 2250 hours, oir rroid =l:rms were sounded. Vhief jeiler KIKUCHI
who wee on night duty thet night, rrdercd his subosrdinrtes to helf-
~pen cach cell lock, #nd according to the plan, ardered a portion of
the nrisoners out ~f the cells, »nd formed the sccurity squad, fir
fighting squad, ond the work squed, and preparcd for the air raid.
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Soon after thie, the nrison commandant and chief jailer KOSHIXAYA
srrived 2t their nf’ices, and scveral other jailers also successlvely
attended their offices and tonk over their respective air defense
dutics. The comme rmiant himself tonk the command of the air defense
end based upon the preveiling informetion, he recognized the nec-
essity of strenzthening the fire-fighting squad. He ordered about
350 priscners (first offense) out of the cells and increased the fire
fighting squad, and preparcd for air relds by distributing them to
scveral noints,

At obout 2 little after 2300 hours, the first Allied plane penetrated
the sky over the Imperiasl Capitel and opened an incendirry bomb
agsault. EBEowever, since the nrison wes surrounded by high walls, it
wos estimeted thet if incendiery bombs dropped within the nrison were
successfrlly extinguished, it would be cesy to defend ageinst the
fire spreading from the outside, and #ll the men were encouraged to
extinguish 211 of the incendiary bombs drecpped.

The Situsrtion of the Allied Alir Heids.

At about 2 little 2fter NO00 hours of the next day, the 26th, a
flight of Allied vplenes ceme from the ezst, rnd incendiary bombs
fins1lly dropped on the medical dispensary and successively 7 or 8
bombe dropned on the ¥o. 3 werkshop, the observetion post, and on
several ~nther w»oints. At first, since the attacks by the #llied
planes on the prison were comperatively light, all the bombe were
successfully extinguished by the activities of the fire-fighting
squed, However, at that time, orivate houscs locatcd to the west

and s~uth were alresdy burning.

Subsequent sttacks by a flight of the Allicd planes from the west
were extremely severe, and continucd persistently, 2nd meny bombs
werc dropped. The fire of the private houses surrounding the orison,
wae intensificd by 2 vioclent wind »t that time. 1is the denger »f
firc spreading from the orutside increased, we endeavored to combat
the fire from nutside 28 well as the incendiory bombs dropoed within
the orison.

However, because scveral parts of the prison were isnited by incen-
dizrry bombs, end by fire from outside, 1t finelly beceme impossible
tc extinguish the flames, and the men werc forced tc ceasc fire

fighting activities. Thus, the priscn wes finclly reduced to ashes.

"he cesures Teken feor the Prisoners.

As it became imoossidble to extinguish the fire, the fire-fighting
activity was stopned and at thc same time & messure to evacurte the
priscners to the cutside was taken. However the cnemy 's attacks
with incendiary bombs was extremely severe, and the viclent wind in-
creeoeed the intensity of the fire, snd the dangers were acute.
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Thereupon, the commandant renognized that there wes no time to
evacuate, and nrdered the tmmedirte release of all prisoners, temmnr-
erily stopning the 1uve fighting activity. Due to fire fighting

under the hoza.ds o the enemy air roaid, the lapse of time was almost
forzotten. Howave:., it 1s thought that it was about 0130 hours of the
o6th when the commermaent ordered the relcase of all prisoners.

Thus, the release of prisoncrs was inttistcd., As the majority of
the priscners in No, 5 werd were patients or weak persons, the re-
lease of these men required some time. Although only ten ndd
minutes passed after the release was 1aunched, the wonden structures
which became heated after the =uhinngs of fire flghting, ignited
with uncypected speced. The wors sy _ocated 2t the windwerd side,
were rlrcedy engulfed in fright-il Cioceas and the premises of the
prison were swept by & violent wvan® winglced wiilk sparks, rnd it weas
impossible to move forwerd with the ey<s open. Twh em~rgency gotes
located to the west were on the windwerd side, end it was impossible
to opcn them due to the violcnt bleze from the private hruses,

Meenwhile, exit wes 2lso tmposeible through the small gate located
t» the north on account ~f a strong burning wind. In the end, only
one prison gate remeined aveileble for esceape.

Under such circumstances, attrocks by the Allied plencs continued,
ond due to the close proximity ~f dengers, there was utter cornfusion
in the vorison and ordevs and snstructions could not be thoroughly
earried out. During this time, jailer XAMIMCTO, who undert~ok the

opening of Jo. 4 ward 1n the face of viclent flames, opened 4 cells
1ocated in the central pert of the werd, end jeller {AMBE succeeded
in opening & celis On the eest s’de nf the same werd: thus, 7 cells
were opened. Jailer 7AVRE incdicated the direction of the grte te

the prisoncrs. at this time the atioeks by the aAllled plones beceme
more severe, ond the flemes were VCTy sntense, ond the men were ~2bnut
to fell. Just a2t this time, on ‘noonlinry bomb fell on No., 4 werd

and its vicinity, meking 1v impocees_ble for them to opcn the rem2ining
cells.

By the time these Two jailers tricd to cscape from the impending
danger to their lives, the area nf the Jo. 2 and Jo. S words wes
alrcedy a sea of flames. st1.00 it was impossible to get out from
the prison gate, the jailers ~eadened themselves to death by burning.
However, heving remembered the ex.stence of an unfinished ceve-type
iy raid shelter a2t the parade ground in the premises, they barely
took rofuge there. In thet ailr roid shelter, there wes jealler
KIMOCRO ~nd 29 priscncrs wiho andertack fire figrting until the lasv,

an __‘L'I

. . W T .8 -
and whe werce unoore 0 sCNDC to the ~u%silde ol WA prison. 'hey

L

anch nther =nd barcly esceped deeth by suffo-

-

outuslly encrwrAgeC
c~tion.
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The situntiorn concerning the circumstences ~f the time, which Ceptein
TAS¥IRO, the hesd of the detention house henrd frem his sudbordinates,
chicf jeiler KOSHIKAWA, jailer KAMIMOTO 2nd jailer KAMBE, is 2e pre-
sented in ¥o, 2 seprrate bonok.

Conditions of Damage.

The extremely violent fire was extinguished finelly =t about Q600
hours cf the 26th, and upen investigating the site nf the fire, =
complete transformation was discoverea. All combustibles were dburned
to ashes, and 70 bedies were discovered burnei tn death 2% the re-
mains cf the fire at o, 4 and ¥o. 2 wards 2nd near the prison gote.
It was a truly pitiful sight.

among the bodice, 34 of which were found at the site of the fire at
Nos 4 ward, were identified mns the charred corpses of suspected
violatore of military regulantions. This wne because there were no
regular prisoners in the same ward., Twenty-cight of the bodies which
were found in the premises were also identificd es the corpses of
suspected violators of military regul~tions, in view of their physiaue
and the halr on their heceds. Thus, it wes judged thet 211 of the nir-
men of the Allied plenes were burned to death.

Seeides the aforementioned persons who were burned to death in this
air raid, therec were five staff members 2nd ten prisoners who received
burns and bruiscs, end slight injuries.

Beecause of the air rrids on the 223rd #nd 25th, the deprriment was

in utter confusion, #nd neither 2 cremetorium nor fuel for cremntion
existed. In view of these circumstences, the corpsce of the suspected
violators of military regulations were somberly bdburicd, temporarily,
in front of the No. 2 ward. Reburizl ~t » loter dote when an opror-
tunity ceme uop was contcmpl-ted.

The truly unavoidebdle circumstances which led to the burning to
death of suspected violators of militery regul~tions.

l. It was considered thot if the suspected violatore of militery
regulations were released to the outside alone, there weos a
grest chance thot they might be injured by neople who lost their
parente and children, end who were burned out of their homee by the
indiscrimincte bombings by Allied plenes, ~nd whn were in an cox-
tremely excited strte. The necessity of protectin~ these nriscners
was recognized.

However, becruse of the shortege of gunrds, ot firet the army
prisoncrs were released. It was plenned that these men would

ect as guards for the suspected violators of military rcgulotions,
believing that there was & m rgin of time to cerry it out.
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Believing thet if we succeeded in extinguishing the incendiery
bombs dropped in the prison, we would be #ble to escapeé & con=
flagretion, we exerted all our efforts to combat the fire. Due

to these circumstances we were deleyed in commending the nrisoners
to evecuate to the outside.

The attacks by the Allied plenes werc severe, end the flomes

fa med by wind beceme extremciy violent, #nd ignition of the
wooden structures which were alreesdy overhceted wese uncxpcctedly
repld.

The concentrati~a of incendiery borbs at Hoe. 4 ward was very

greay and as 1gnition was instantancous, we borcly succecded
in evecueling from the cells ebout 20 ndd men by @ determined
effort ~t opening of doors,

It wee cehablirshad that 211 personncl muet 2ttend the offlice in
cace of rir ratds. However, due to the siddenncss of the attack
by the Allled pl:nes, toznsporfatioan in tue city was naturally
stopned. Jn addilion to this. trofoic w2s impossible nn occount
of {ires which boke out in severel paris ~f the city 2nd,rs 2
result, tho atteadence wes very low., The guarding force wes com-
pogsed of only 3C men, including 23 men on night duty, the men nn
the #ir defense steff, ond these who did rttend thelr cffices.
Therefrre, the measures taken were not crmplete. We recognize
the fect thet the aforcmentioned circumstences were the cause.

In brief, the ~ir raid by the Allicd plenes wes uncxpectedly
scvere, #nd fire was also unbelievebly violemnt, and the iz~

ndtion of w-~den structures wes verv quick due to the heat. In
sddition to the confusion in the priscn, just as attempte were
being made to open the No. 4 ward, & violent ettrck with incendiery
bombs wre mede. Although such » result was unavoldsble, it is
truly regrettsble from the stendpoint of humanity.

The list of nemes nf the suspected vicleters of milltory regu-
latione snd other importent documents were storced in on under-
cround raid shelter. However et the tine of this disaster,

o« direct hit was mede on the shelter ~nd they were all burned.

In addition to thie, due tc the fact that all the men during
internment were called by numbers, except for the following three
rmmes, the other names are unknown becezuse therc 1s no one who
remembers them. The three nemes:

Lt. Coclonel Turner (phﬁnctic)
ontain Haan (phonetic)
2nd Licutenant Ledendzer (phonetic)
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PROTOCOL OF THE CIRCUMSTAVNCES CONCERVING ™HE BURVNING
70 DEATE OF THE AIRMEYN OF TFE ALLI"D SORCES
Pert 11

ST -TEMENT

lemporary Cemmendant of the Tokyo Detention House ~ 2nd Lieutenant
Masac KQSHIKAWA, Judze ~Advecate Section, Born 2 Janvary 1896.

. On October 2, 1345, the above mentioned person made the following
statement to me:

l. At the time of the disaster, namelvy around May 25, 1945, I had the
official position of chief jailer of the Tokyo £Army Prison and was
attached to the saild prieon. In accordance with the establishment

. of the military officer system for prison personnel on June lst, I
waes appointed as 2nd Lieutenant of the Judge Advocate Section and
was aopointed to the staff of the Tokye <“rmy Prison. After the
closing of the saild prison, I was anpointed to the poeition indicated
in the title which I hcld to this day.

On the night of May 25, 1945, I was at home and went to bed at a little
before 2200 hours, It was around 2230 hours when I was not yvet asleep
that the precautionzry warninges were sounded. I got up at once and
rade prevaration for an air rald, and listened for information through
the radio. £t about 2250 houre, the ~ir raid alarms were scunded, so

I made immediate preparations to attend to the office, 2nd hastened

to the orison on foot., When I reached the prison, the commandant of
the nrison was 2lready present.

The men on night duties that night were chief jailer KIKUCFI and

16 other jailers, and as the air defense staff, chief jailer TERASAWA
and O other men were staying in the orison. These men were already
undertaking their respective air.defense duties. The men on day
duties and the men on duty the next day gradually came and attended

to their respective offices. However, due to the suspension of trans-
portation and firee which broke out in several parts of the eity,
caused by the rapid air raid of the Allied forces, the attendance was
very small, Only perscnnel who lived nearby attended,

I was the senior.chief jailer and chief jailer SANO, who was in charge
of the air defense .at that time, was absent. He was dispatched to
escort prisoners at Kckura. Therefore, I took the orders. from the
cemmandant and assisted him in.the air defense activities. '

fhe commandant said that this prison is enclosed with high walls,
80 if we succeed in extinguishing the incendiary bombs drcpped in
the prison, the spread of fire from outside can be avoided. He
ordered .us at first to concentrate on fire fighting activities,
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I was aleo of the same cpinion. However, since the wind on that nizht
wag strong, I felt that 1t wase dangerous to fight the fire with the
normal staff of 30 cr 40 men of the fire fighting squad composed of
prisoners. Therefore, after consultation with the commandant, the
fire fighting equad was reinforced with the prisoners of lTo. 5 ward,
all of whom were first offenders. Soon after this, the medical office
was attacked with incendiary bombs by the Allied planes which came
from the east, and successively No. 3 workshop and other nlaces were
alsc attacked with 7 or 8 incendiary bombs., However, these were ex-
tinguiehed by the activities of the fire fighting squad and settled
uneventfully. However, at that time, the privete housee located to

the west were burning vigorously.

Just when we were somewhat relieved after the succees of extinguishing
the bombs which were dropned at firet, £llied plenes entered the sky
over the Imperial Capitol from the west and dropved a considerable
number of incendiary bombs in the premises. I went around the premises
urging the men to extinguish them. However, as soon as one was ex-—
tinguished, more bombe dropned, one after another. Fanned by the
strong wind, the fire from the private homes gradually spread in the
direction of the No. 1 workshop and the danger of spread of fire be-
came imminent. Therefore, I ordered a part of the fire fighting

squad to climb on the roofes of Wos. 1 and 2 workshops, and had them
attempt to extinguish the fire, and at the same time effort was made
to send the water from the pump in that cirection. However, the hose
did not reach the objective as we wished, and we were unable to gain
satisfactory results. Morecver, because of incendiary bombes dropped
in the premises, the No. 3 workehop 2nd the contagious disease ward
were in flames. I also urced the extinguishing of these fires. How-
ever, the wind became more and more strong, and the snread of fire
increased in velocity. I concluded then that it was impossible to
extinguish the fire. Until thet time, the arca of the wards wae com-
paratively safe, but I thought that it was betier to evacuate the
prisoners to the outside at this time. In order to express my opinion
to the commandant, I ran from the worksho:r area Yo the observation
poste Just at that time, incendiary bombs were dropped on the ob-
servation post and its vicinity, and I felt that I was 1in grcat danger.

Just then, orderz were receired from the commandant to stop the fire
fighting activiiies and carry out evacuation preparations, eo I took
steps to have the prison personnel tra mmit this order to all parte

of the premises. However, due to the heat of fire, the wooden structures
were rapidly igniting. Allied nlencs successively came over one or two
at a time, and dropped bombs. Bombs fell in the ward zone, and there

was no time to take refuge. Thus, I began to think that if things go

on like this, there will be many deathe by burning.
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Seeing this state of affairs, the commandent issued orders to release
all of the priscners #&nd I took measures to tramsmit this order
generally. At the same time I instructed them to gect out through the
prison gates since it was impossible to open the two emergzency gates
located to the west and on the windward side, due to viclent flames
from the outside. I thought I ordered the great gatc of the prison
opencd, but when I saw it .after the firec was over, it remained loclzed.

The relcase of those in the detention house and in Wo. 3 ward were
carried out smoothly. ZBeeausc the MNo. 2 ward was filled with only
. sick persons, I went thore and versonally directed the release. How-

ever, 1 felt rebheruipatient, since they were all weak and their
FOVREER T2 o

In.regard to the hamling of the No. & ward, we felt that if we simply
released them to the outside they would be in danger of receiving harm.
This was because the prisoners, and even the general public were very
8Xeited, due to the air raids Tty the Allied planes. As the commandant
exd I plarned, we tried to release the scldier prisoners and usc all
the pr'ison personnel to protect the inmates of No. 4 ward and evacuate
them to the outside. However, since the dapzer was increasing cvery
noment, I ordered jailer KAMBE and jailer KAMIMOTO, who were in the

No, 2 ward when the release of thoee in the-eaid house was almost
finished, to undertake the release of those in No. 4 ward. 2t almost
the eame time as I arrived et the obscrvation post after the release
of the No. 2 ward, severc incendiary bomb attacks were made on llo. 4
as well as on Yo, 2, No. & and No., 5 wards and their vicinities. The
whole area was a sea of flames and the oboervation post was also in
flesws. - The governor as well as the nrison personnel were no longer
there. Duec to the vioclemt hlaze, I eould not advance with opencd cyes,
end eince my life hecamc endangeved, ‘I escaped outside through the
Prison gate. At that time the office and the- warehouses were also burn-
ing, and I thought that if I delayed 2 little more, my escape-prodably
would have been diffienlt. I barely"mnaged to escape to the Yovogil
Parade Grounds by dashing thyouzh the space between the .office apd the
warehouses which were burning. -

Due to the severe incendiery bombirg attacks by the-£11ied planes, the
viclert wirnd, and the repid spread of fire to the weooden structures,
there was ecnfusion in the prémj_seo when we ordered the relcase, and
to our regret, orders could not be driven home.

Because of the fire fighting activities at the time, sense cof ¢imec was
lost. Consequertly, I am not able to state the exact time when the
order for releasec was issued, but I think it was prohably around

C1Z0 hours of the 26th. I beliewe I eeecaned and took refuge about

20 to 30 minutes after the issue of the order.
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A% about 0600 houre of the 26th, the fire wese finelly extinguished.
Unon investigating the razed erea, we saw that all combustibles were
burned vo the ground. Ye found cherred corpses among the burned re-
maine of some celle of No, 4 ward, near the wall nf No. 2 and No. 3
wards, neer the prison gate and #t the rear of the Kitchen., It was
truly a pitiful sight.

Most of the prisoners took refuge at the Yoyogi Perade Grounde =nd
returned to the prison after daybreak. ‘e orderecd them,in haste,to
rest at the perade ground in the premises. Fortunately, es the rice
stored in the "major imprisonment room wees not burned, we bniled it
and supplied the men with rice dalle.

“fter making & round of inspection of the burned site, the commandant
depurted for the Eesstern Army Heedquarters for the purnnse of renort-
ing the circumstancee of the disaster and to confer ebout the future
location where the nrisoners were to dbe accommodated. 'hen he denarted
he ordered me to carefully investigete the persons who were burned to
death, and to get post-mortem examinations made by an army surgeon, and
to deliver the army nrisoners to their original units. In regard to
the corpses of the suspected violators of pilitary regulatisons which

no one cleims, he ordered me to cremate them if poselble and that it
would be best to preserve their ashes. He told me that since the air
ralds caused confusinn, even in Tokyo, the corpsee are buried at an
established place on the spot. He sald that if cremetions could nnt
oe carried out I should give them a temnnrary but solemn durial in a
corner ol the premises. Therefore, I directed my subordinstes and
undertrok the investigation of the cherred corpses. I found 34 corpses,
I belicve, in No. 4 ward, and since there were no other prisoners in-
terned in the same ward, theec bodies were recognized se those of the
suspected violators of militery regulations. Of the 36 bodies thet
were found in the eastern corner of No. 2 and No. 3 warde, 2t the beck
of the kitchen, #nd nesr the prieon gute, <8 of them were recognized

as those nf suspected violators nf militaery regulations, judging from
the physique and the color of heir. Therefore, it was judged that all
62 of the suspected violators of military reguletions were burned to
death. During this porind of confusion, since there wes no crematorium
nor fuel for cremation, we buried them tempcrarily, but with solemnity,
in fromt of No., 2 ward.

All prisoners returned t- the prison with the exception nf 10 odd men,
by the evening of the 26th. The commendant who deperted in the morning
finelly came back at abrut 160C heurs and ordercd ue to make prepero-
tions ¢t once for trensfer to Yekume elementary schonl in Meguro "ard,
stating that 1t was decided to borrew the said schenl tempoararily to
accommndate the prisoners, Directing the »risoners, we completed the
meving by 2030 hours.

[s/ Maeao KOSHIKAWA

After having had the above read t~ him, and finding no error, the above
person signed his signoture and stamped his seal thereupon.
< October 1945 Toshio TASHIRO, Captain, Judge Advoecate Scction
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S TATEMENT
The former chief jailer of the Tokyo Army Prison

heserve Army Werrant Officer. Fujiynshi TERASAWA, Judge Advocate
Section -~ 46 yeers nld

On October 2, 1945, the a2bove mentioned person made the followlng
. statements to me.

it the time of the disaster, namely on or about May 25, 1945, I held

the official position of chief jailer of the Tokyo Airmy rFrison and

was attached to the said prison., In accordance with the estoblishment

~f military officer system for nrison personncl on Junc lst, 1 was

eppointed as the chief jailer of the Tekyn Army FPrison. “hile I was
. serving in thet capacity, the said prison wae closed on September 13,

I wee ploced in the first reserve, and discharged.

On Mey 25th, 1945, I wre on night duty »s a2 member nf the alir dcfense
staff. At about 2230 hours the preceutionrry werning wes sounded. 1
promptly mrde preperations fer oir defense, »nd while I wrs consulting
with chief jailer KIKUCHI, whe wae cn night duty, ebout the eir de-
fense organization, and while listening to the radio in the night

dutvy room, the air raid 2lorm was s~unded. This wes 2% apnroximetely
2250 hours. "e nt snce sssembled the 2ir defense staffs, #nC »rencred
two hend pumps in the west side prssages ~f o, 2 and lin., & werds, and
nne hend pump ~n the roed east of the medical office. Directing
jailer ONO ~nd jailer YAMASAKI, preparrtions were bdeing m~de 1n or-
gnnizing 30 or 40 first offenders of I'n. 3 ward intr the fire fight-
ing squad., Sonon ~fter this, Comm: ndant TASHIRO attended hls office
snd we reportcd the situstion to him. Leter, in @ccordronce with the
~ir defense infonrmetion, it wos decided thet «¢11 »f the orisoners in
Jo. 5 ward be let out, posting them in variocus nleces #nd have them
serve in the fire fighting. ‘“owever, immedirtely fcllowlng this,
Allied plenes ceme from the esst and first attacked the medical nfflice
with incendisry bombs. Then 7 or 8 incendiory ormbs were dropped ~n
No. 3 workshop #nd nther pleces. By the sctivities of the fire fight-
ing squrd, we succceded in extinguishing these bombs comnlctely ~nd
without mishep. £t thst time the privete houses lncated to the wost
were olready engulfed in violent flemes, so 1 went to the high ground
in front of the medical ~ffice :rnd was viewing the situntion, wonder-
ing whet measures should be taken.

5% first, 21l incendiary bomb attacks were extinguished successfully
by the sctivitics cf the firc fighting squad, and just when we were a
1ittle relieved, the Allied plones came over the Impericl Cepitol
from the west in ones or twos, and delivered ferocious attacks, dron-
ping mony bembs on verinus pleaces in the premises. e encouraged the
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fire fighting squad, hrwever, the number of bombs dropped, incrensed
more £nd more, &nd the conflegrotion nf the privete houses which wrs
famed by the viclent wind ot thot time, graduelly spread to the dir-
ection of Iin, 1 and ¥~, 2 workshope end the denger nf the spresd nf
fire beceme imminert., We increased the men »n the hend numps ~nd were
endesvoring to supply water with new hends, but the wind beceme more
am more violer, rnd flames begen shooting up from the priscn. The
fire fighting siturtion beceme impossible. Just et this time we re-
ceived orders from the commendant to stop the fire fighting activities
and make premareticn for evacuation. I stopned the fire fighting 2t
once, £nd ocrdered the fire fighting squad, ete., to nrepare for evrc-—
uatinn.,

48 I was the head nf the intendence department, in crder to nrotect
various work mnteriels, I tcok immedirte steme t~ store the necessorv
doecuments #nd cash. I placed them in the verious dugnuts in the front
and rear f the generrl affairs rrom, end carried ~ut nrecrutirnarv
measures against heat by covering them with s#nd and sealing the con-
trances.

Ag I finished the nuteide work, I tried te ge beck inside. Howerer,
the order of release wes alreedy issued et thet time. The prisoners
nf each ward were rumning in confusinrn toward the prisen gote, pushing
with honds and knees, each trying tc be the first ~ne out. Directing
their quick escane, I went breck in just when the ward zone wes attocked
severely with incendiery bombs, and Jc. 4 werd and its vicinity seemed
to be attacked most scoverely. The e, 2 2and ¥n. 3 werds were engulfed
in the raging flames. Inside the werd, I wes un-ble t- Npen my eves
due t~ fire ~nd smoie snd I fclt my own life in denger. Therefore, 1
immedintely escaped t» the crutside through prison gate. The nffice
end warehouses els~ werc burning at thot time. I felt thet if I was
delayed a little more, it would have been difficult t~ escape. Daghing
through the space between the ~ffice and warehouscs, I barely esceped
to the Ynyrngi Perede Grounds.

Becnuse nf the severe attacks with incendisry bombs by the Allied
planee, the vinlent wind, 2nd due to the rapid spreed of fire to the
wcoden structures which were hected, by the time we received ordors
for release, there was no way t~ crontrcl the confusirn, #nd t~ our
regret, we were not able to effect the thnrough executions nf the
orders.

-
I am not able to» stote the cxact time when the order: for relense wes
issued, but I think it was ebrut 0130 hnure rn the 26th. I believe it
wes abrut 20 or 30 minutes ~fter thnt when I escaned ond sought refuce.

At sbout 0600 hours ~n the 26th, since the fire wne fineslly extinguished,
we made 2 round of insnection »t the site of the fire. All crmbustibles
wvere reduced t»n cshes, »nd there were chrrred corpses at the site ~f the
fire of port of the cells »f Wn, 4 ward, necr the wolls of Nn., 2 ond

Nn, 3 wards, ne~r the nrison grte, #nd at the reer »f the kitchen. It
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28 truly a pitiful sight.
fs/ Tujiyoshi TTRASAVA

After having hnd the abeve read tno him, »nd finding nn errer, the r~beve
person put hie signature and stemped his seal thercuncn.

October 2, 1945

Captein Tnshin TASHIRO
Judge Advoeate Scetion

AFFIDAVIT

The former chief jeiler of the Toky~ ‘rmy Priscn - Heserve Varront
Officer, Shiro KIKUCEI, Judge Advoerte Sectirn - Born on August 10,191..

On October 2, 1945 the ~bove nemed nerscn mede the fellowing statement
to me:

£t the time of the wer disester, namely on or abrut May 25, 1945, 1

held the officiel position of chief jaller of the Tekyo Army Prieson

and wee cttached tc the said prison. In eccordence with the esteblish-
ment of the militery officer system ~f the priscn mersenncl ~n June 1lst,
I was appointed as a sergeant-major of the Judge Advrcrte Sectirn, rnd
wes nppointed r8 chief jailer of the Trkyo ‘rmy Pris~n. On August lst,
I wes nromoted to a Worrant Officer ~f the Judge Advoente Sectirn, =nd
while I was scrving in thet canecity, on September 13, 1945, the snid
prison was cloeed. I wee plrced in the first reecrve, ond dischrrged.

On May 25, 1945, I wes serving as chief jeiler on night duty. At
ab~ut 2230 hours, the preceautinonory wornings were srunded. I promptly
made preparetions for the air defense crgenization. 'hile I was con-
sulting sbout fire fighting nlens with chief jeiler TERASAWA, who wes
on night duty as a member nf the =ir defense stoff, snd listening to
the radic in the night duty rcem, 2t sbout 2250 hours the air reid
alarms were sounded. ‘e promntly mede ¢ rrund of the detentirn hruse
es well as No, 1, Nn, 2, Un., 3, No. 4 and -, 5 werds. After ~rdering
Jellers who were on duty to helf npen the locks, together with jailer
YAMAZAKT »m jailer OO, I directed the preparation of organizing the
firc fighting squad with the firet offenders of Ur., 5 ward.

Soon after thet, the commendent ~f the orieon attended his nffice ond
I reported to him promptly ebout the situstion of rir defense ~nd fire
fighting, »nd the posting of the perscnnel whe were on night dutics.
‘n zccordence with subsequent defense infrrmation, it wne decided t-
let out all the prisoners of ¥~, 5 ward, end to post them in verious
places and crmwlete the fire fishting measurcs., 3Befnre lrng, the
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medical office was attacked with incendiarv bombe dropped by Allied
planes which came frrm the east and successively 11n., 3 workshop end
the cbservatlcon post received direcl hits. Therefore, we encouraged
the fire fightinz squaed end extinguished all of them withﬂut mishap.
I then mede » round of the prieon gote, kitchen 2nd melicel nffice,
€tc., Aand encouraged each fire fignting squad tn exert every cffort

in fire fighting.

l was confident theat we wruld succecd in extinguishineg the incendirrv
bembs by our gnod fire fighting. However, tkc atbtacke by the #llied
plenes, which entered over the Imperiesl Uepitol oae er twn =t » time
from the west, were very severe, dropning me ny bombs in all nerts of
the premises. Ve encouraged tnL fire 1ighting squad, dbut the number
~f bombe dreoped increased vinlent i¥e The fire of the nrivate houses
wes fanred by a vieclent wind at {ihat ¢ime. and flemes grodue Lly sore-d
in the direction of the ¥r. 1 werkshop. Thus, the dencer ~f sore~d ~f
fire beceme iuminent. I thought thet we c-uld oAnlv prur weter nn the
firec, so I contncted chief jailer KOSHIKAWA and merde efforts in fire
fighting and had the pump ~n the erst side of the medicnl ffice re-
inferced. Just then, ~rders were issued by the commandant, to stop
the fire fighting activities ~nd prepare for evacurtion. Inllowin,
this, I received ~rders for the relcmase, sn I immedintel-~ jumped int
the detenticn hruse, »nd werds 7r. 1, 2 and Sy ond ordercd the relesose.

When I hestencd to Ne, 2 ward hruse thinkins th-t the

accoemmodated there will heve difficulty in esc: ning becn

them were patients, chief jeailer KOSHIKAYA was »lrecdy

cvacuaticn. Therefcecre, I tried to run dback imnedistely

servation pnst te g thf-r the personnel ~nd heve them undertek

relcasc cf 8o, 4 word. However, the prst alrerdy wes burnine

oe 3, No. 4 and N-. 5 werds were suffering ferocicus attoel

cendinry bembs and the area wes engulfed in flirmes. The dress 12 ronm

also wes bursting inte flemes. There was ne pcrsonncl and the situa-
tlon wes such thet I could nnt edvence with open cyves ond

cwn life endengered, so I immedietely escaned throvsh tne

At that time, the nffice and the werehcuses were busning

termination I berely wag eble to toce refacse ot ,
Ground by dashing through the space between the burning ~f
warchnuscs,

I do not know the exect time when the nrder of relense wee issu ed,
but I think it was srcund 0130 hours nn the 254 e It wos, I think,

d=

conut 25 or 26 minutey aiter thet, when I cscered end tonk rcfugsc,

becouse of the virlent incendisry attecks by the A111ed nl-neg, the
viclent wind ~n thot day, #nd the ranid 'gﬁlibiﬂrlfff the wonden
structures, thu cenfusion which arnse when tha relense wes "reered

wes beyond descrintirn. Ta our regret, we re not oble Wn thorrughly
carry ocut the rider.
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At about 0600 h~ure »n the 26th, the fire was finally extinguished.

We gathered the prisoners who tnok refuge at the Yoyogl Parade Ground,
and assembled them on the parade ground within the pris~n nremises

and merde a check of personnel., Ve discovered that about 20 men werc

missing,

/e/ Shiro KIKUCHI

After havinz had the abrve read tn him, snd finding no errer, th
above named person put his signeturec end s amped his seal thercupon,

Detober 2, 1945 Captain Toshio TASHIRO
Judze Advncate Section

o r YL !
- ...[1.-'_1 i Ll‘ﬁ..-.‘..il\ .L

The former jailer of the Trnkyo Army Prison -~ Reserve Sergeent
Keiji KAMIMCTCO, Judge Advecate Section - 3orn December 5, 1919.

On October 3, 1945, the above nemed merscn made the following stnte-
ment to mes

hen the Tckyo Army Prison was burned down by the wer cdisester,
scrving as 2 jailer ~% the said priscn.

In eccordance with the establishment ~f the militery office

of the pris>n personnel on June 1, 1945, I weae appointed as corporal
~f the Judge Advecrte Secticn, and ~n August 1, 1945, I wes preomoted
to a sergeont. YWith the cloeing nf the Iakyo Army Priscn nn Sentember
13th, I wes placed in the first reserve and was discharged {rem the

o I‘I:’l,_V-

On May 25, 1945, the day the prison suffered the rir raids, I wos ot
my homc ns I was off duty. Sn-n after I went to bed, the precautinneory
wornings were scunded, so I promptly got up »nC preprred my o1ir defense
clothes, #nd I listencd for further informaticrn. F-:—fr““(*- lrng the oir
roid eclarms were sounded, I immediately meade prepeoraticns to ottend

my office and hastened t- the prison on o0t and rknrrttd to the chlef

jailer ~n night duty.

Chief jailer KIKUCEI, whc was the chief jailer on

night, wes ~lrerdy m-king firc firﬁtir* preperaticn

16 other jailers, chief ](ilt TTRASAWA and cther Jo re ML“ werao
members of the nir dcfense ste ff I was vlﬂccd in the fire fighting
squad 2nd undertcok the Cﬁm“*ﬂd ~f the hend punmps which were olsced

in the passages of Yo, 2 and ¥ , 3 werds, 7nd was alsc wrrking #8 the
liaison men of the firc flghting activitiesy, I csnecially endenvored

to check the spread of fire from the privete houses to the Fo. 1 ond

Noe 2 workshrps. Hnwever, due to viclent wind, the fire fighting becrme
difficult. However, I wrs encourrging the fire fighting squrd des-
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perately in order to carry out the fire fighting t~ the limit. Just
nt thot time, the order to stop the fire fighting actirities wrs
trensmitted, so I stopped the activities »nd when I was sssembling the
members of the squed, #n crder of releese wes issued. I crcdercd the
prisoners whe werc under my commend, to escope &t cnce through the
priscn gate. When I crme to the obscrvation post, Il w crdered te

as
cerry nut the releese of l'n, 2 ward, so I hestened there immedictely.

.

I undertornk the relecse of Yo, 2 word., In view of the frct thet only
patients were kept there, their mevements were very slow, s~ 1 rrdercd
them out ¢8 if I was scnrlding them. g sron =28 the relecse of the selad

3

|
—

ward wes finished, jailer KAMBE, who wes a2lso in N~, 2 ward, and I were

ordered bv chief jeiler KCSHIXAWA, to gc snd relense these in Ne,

werd, I hestencd tc Yo, 4 werd hruse first of 211 and jumped int~ the
house from the nerth entrence ~n the eest side. At thrt time, the
violent wind mingled with big sperks wes like 2 tornade in the oremises,

g0 tht it wes imporesidble to walk with the eyes onencd.

I left the npening ~f the cells situ~ted a2t the entrance nf the werd,

to jeiler KAMBE whe was f-1llowing me, end rdvanced to the center and

let nut the nriscners of 4 or 5 cells. Just at this moment, the building
received vinlent incendisry attacks, ond I thought thet 1 wes {inished,
Ecwever, fortunately, I was saved since I did not receive & direct hit.
By this time, the word was engulfed in rrging finanes, ~nd the situation
wes such thot dreathing was difficult and I could not onen my eycs, ond

I felt that my life was in danger. Conscquently, I gnt ~ut of there,

»nd tried to escape to the ~utside thrnugh the prison gate, but ln, & 2nd

.

Mo, 3 wards werc slready enzulfed in flames, and 1 wos not able to ad-

e, &

vence. I thouzht thnt I cruld not escape death by burning, but thinking
of a way to escope, I ran in the npposite direction to tlr prrade ar-und
in the premises and jumped inte an unfinishcd air rald shelter ~nd
barely escoped death.

There was a2lready jeiler KAMBRE toking refuge in the

happy that he was well. DMcoreover, there was jriler

30 priscners in the shelter seeking refuge.

Smnke #nd sporks 2lsc blew into the ucces 2ly, meking 1%
difficult to brecathe. Howe7er, since waser no u intn the shelter,
it helped us greatly.

After the fire was extinguished, the perscnnel whn evacuated %o the
rutside returned oné we mcde an inspection of the premises. The fear-
ful exvericnce seecmed like e drerm ~nd I was emazed thet 1 wae nalive.
When we went to the site of the fire of No. 4 ward, charrcd corpses
were found “n the cel '
had done my pest, I fe

worried whether or not a2ll the men I releesed werc soved, but they were

la whose doors cruld nct be opencd. ‘1tarush 1
-
» .

- It - k6. 1 - B o '~ 'l.“‘ux" 1 ¥ B, N Y "% 4 -
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finally found dead near the i'o, 2 and No, 3 wards.

[e/ Keiji KAMIMOTC

After having hed the obove read t» him, and finding no error, the
abcve named person put Pis signerture o3 etamped his seal thereupon.

October 3, 1945 Cantain Tneghioc TASHIRO
Judge Advocate Section

STATEMENT

The former jailer of the Tonkyn Lrmy Prison - Sergeant Hateuaki KAMBE,
Judge Advocate Secticn Bera on November 30, 1919.

. On Octodber 3, 1945, the above named pereon made the following state-
ment tc me:

On May 25, 1945, I wae on night duty. I was on KO (T.N. A) duty on
that day, end served the first half of the night.

The night duty personncl of thot night were chiet jaller KIKUCEI ~nd
16 other jeilers, and chief jailer TERASAWA ond S other men were alsn
in the premisee on night duties as air defense staffs,

It was esteblished thet duties were to dbe carried out in oO-minute
ghifts ~2nd a round was to be made in the order of Ne. 2, No, 1 wards,
detenticn house, prisen gete, ¥o, 3, Noco 5 wardsy, While meking the
round, we were to lcok around the No. 4 ward.

At 2230 hours that night, when I was going on guard at No. 2 ward
house after making » round, the precautionary warnings were sounded,
end whilc I wae standing on guard, the cir raid alerms were sounded,
I have forgotten who it wes, but ~ member of the alr defense stoff
came a8 2 reinforcement at that mement, dringing & lerge key, ~nd
tranemitted the order of the chief jeiler. Then he half unlocked the
cell locks.

pefore long, the Allied planes penetreted over the Imperial Capitnl.
The medical nffice and the wrrkshops in the nrison were hit with in-
cendiery bombs 2nd the fire fighting squed was working actively. As
I wes on duty in the Ne. 2 werd, I carried out the guerding of the
said werd ee befere. The incendiery bombs sler dropped on the seid
werd 2nd its vicinity, and a8 the ceiling of the house begen burning,
I climbed up to the ceiling »nd extinguished the fire.
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Since there were cnlv prlients in ‘' NoL 2 word, 1 4024 them thet
there wese no need b nraw. Hoawgarer ., the iz weyd: bea~ie norec ~ad
mere severe, an. mony beabs were & ppel ia Lthe prremises, rendering
the ectivitics ~f Lhe Tire figitda. ganad fruitlees, Due Lo tre :
violent wind, secversl. yorts of the premizes baret 2nte flenes. Smeoke
rnd sprrzs filled the promises) my eyes oecnme scle.

At thot time, as the cense - _ I cennct strte
exeetly when the orcder ¢f rele: e d, Put I chink il wee nest
0100 houre. I ovened Lhe cellis wiith the otlor per: ~nd dlr\ht d.
the »riscners t~ escape 4~ the ruesile th s hae p”'. g te. OW =
cver, daue tro the fecet tet there wer nl rtienvy 1n the le, 3 werd,
their releese Lok coneidereblie twne ;'th time the relcase of the
le. 2 werd was abocul o e ovcliaced ., 4 prenives was 2 sca ~f flrme,
end it beceme iunosciiie to koen
At this time, chicf jeiler, EQOTLVA end crderel jedler VAMINOTO
rnd I who were 20 ¥~ 2 ward to uadectrke the reloesse of the Voo 4 werd,
I went ¢to No. ward house with jeil oy LAMTMOTO ¢t~ ecorry 2ui the re-
lcasc, 'Hbu&h the hrsc wes alreely €l ~f vmoko, jeiler LAMINOTC
braved this snd jumped inbt~ the hruse flirst from the catirsnce on the
ernst side, and I feoilowed hime. Since KAMIMOTO wvent te the center, I
tegen opening the dﬂﬂ“s fr“ tac eret, ~nd wihen 1 had emcned threc
cells, incendirry Dem dren»d en the wrd, I escened unin-
tentionelly tc the rujsmv. ne ise. Lue to these hits, 1n, 4

werd burst inte flanmcs ¢ pr1e - r 13fe endengzereé. I in-
tended to escape 2t cace, but the :rea ~f No., 2 Aand e, & wrrds ~1lsn
wee engulfed in flrmes, s» I wrs uncble t» escope through the »risen
getes 1 thought thet I foced dectit: Dy Durni~z, dbut, renindad ~f the
cxistence of an unfinishad 2ir raid zhclter in the porao rround, 1
braved the fire ond ruashed ¢~ the rorede oround ané ummed. intﬂ thr
shelter,

-here were Alrerdy jeliler EIMCRO nud sb~ut <0 oriacners scelin- g-fetv
in “het shelter., 1 wns worried abrut joiler XAI5HMOTC, whkn went te

the Noe 4 ward with me, but scon after I arrived ot the shelter, he
nlso ceme therc sceking sefety.

At the time of tlc releceec of Nc. 4 werd, o avenue ~f
escarpe to the relensed mon by pointing ) '

The next morning, after tlie fire wes extin-uls foeund cherred
corpscs ot the sive ~f the {ire in the cafls t“Juh I coxld not omeo

in the N~, 4 ward, £nd ~n the rerede neer the oo 3 ond e 2 werde ond
ne~r the nriscn gate,
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Sesides, we frund a crnsidersble number ~f shells of incendirry

bombes 211 ever., lMost of the ghells were neer the o, 4 ward and the
vicinity of Ve, 2, I, 3 ond M-, 5 werds. The number ~f shells totalled
srbout 170 »r 180 in ell.

/Je/ Fetsuski KAMBE

After having had abcve read to him, #nd finding ne errer, the
nemed merscen signed his signeture and st~mmed his seal thereuprQn.

Octeober 3, 1945 Cantrin Taghio TASHIRO
Jud e Advrecate Sectisrn

Nce 7 nf 30 V-lumes

IRITING TEE TREATICNT OF -IRMEN OF "A32 ALLIED

TOKAI (7.1, orn Sca) REGIOW

Pors

By the Centrel Investigetion Committee Concerning
Priscncers of ar

Submitted dy NAKADAIL Uocemoer 26, 1945
Forcwerd:

[his protrcnl hes been mede, in heste, basced upen the reports nf the
rkai NDemobilizetinn Commissioner (the former Crmmender nf the
'kei Militery Dietrict). ZFurther investigations crncerning the de-
toils will te medec ond subnitted later.

‘he gist:

Frem Februery 11, 1945, when the Tokei (T.N. Zestcern See) Military
District wes cetsblished until the time ~f trucc, the number ~f sur-
viving sirmen ~f Allicd plenes whe descended within the District was
44, Of thesc, 6 men ot the beginning were interned =8 pris~ners nf
wer since it was cleer th-t thev hed attrcked milit-ry ~bjectsy =nad
the 11 men, wh ~tor descended ~n Mey l4th wore sent to courts
mertisal beecruse they hed erndvebved indiscrininste bombings ~nd were
deeply suspected ~f boing major wer criminels; 27 men whe later

descended ofter the lairter port of Moy, were dispvrsed ~f by milit-ry
regulatione withrut frrmel nroc-dures nf the crurts mertiel due to

the situ-tien at thet tinme, It wegs decided thet these men wore
r

clearly cuilty ~f inhumen »nd indiscriminrte bombings.
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The circumstencee concerning the punishment of the 1l men by ccurts
martieol .

Further investigzatisns nf deteils ¢ ncerning this cese are now dbeing
mf‘de-

The circumstances of the punishment of 27 men without crurts martial.

le Around Mey of this year, the Headquarters of the 13th Arece Army
(operetionel army formed in eonjunction with the Heedquarters of
the T-kai Militery District, with most of the persrcnnel hnlding
corncurrent positions in the Headquarters of the liilitary District)
estinrted that the time of the lending ~n the mainland by the
Allied Forces would be arrund August. At that time, the whnle
Army wes concentrating on the opreparations for the nperation,
and the work of the rFeadquarters wes £ls” extremely dusy. By
chance the hendqurrters received 1l men, airmen who participatced
in the indiscrimin-te brmbinz of lingoya rn May l4th, ~nd dis-
cussions were gring on ebout courts martizl fer them. However,
eccemponying the air rzids which were getting more vinlent, the
situntion was such that the number ~f alrmen wes incrersing further.
After the latter part ~f May, the enemy bembings seemed to heve
shifted to inhuman #nd indiscrimin~te brmbinz nf citics, 2iming
meinly at destroying orivete houses with incendirsry bombs, ond
killing 2nd wrunding nf citizens. This wrs rlsn clearly poroceived
thsough investizrtion of these zirmen.,

With the peesing of time, the operrticnel work becmme busier thon
ever. Various siturtions had to be trken core of speedily, ~nd
despite the thoarough effrrte nf the nfficiele and the nenple, the
demrges caused by the indiscriminnte bombings brerme glgantic, =nd
the hostile feelings were rerching the limit. MHesnwhile, under
the severe And continunus r»ir rride dey after dav, the administrati~n
of these sirmen wes very difficult. In onther worde, the ares armyv
decided that under the circumstences, sendinz these men to courts
mertial which sre ccmpliceted and deleying, weuld not be consis-
tent with the prevailing stete of affairs. Cﬁnaequently, 1l men
were executed in the mounteins of Miyezu, Akeszu-Cho, Scto City on
June 28th, and 16 men were exccuted ~t the reer nf Ta. 2 nffice
buillding of the Hepdquarters on July 14.

Detniled circumstences of this case, especially in regard to the
wheresboute of the persons responsible for the octivation and
cerrying ~ut of the punishments, ~re now under further investi-

gotion,
The disprsiticrn of the cnrpses.

alresdy submitted.
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/1. The dispreition of personnl effects.

The personel effects were confiscated end

stored. loweyer,
them wee burned et “he time of

tne 2.r raids on the n, 2

- - e ; i A - e
ing of the Army Herlquorvers and e part of them wes destrove

ing, together wilh secrev documents, at the time of the truc

. A port which escaped burning wes stored in the Army Headquaerters, but

in eccordence with the request of the Allied Forces, it wes delivered
in the latter poert of Novemdber.

VII.,The disprsiti~n by the Centrol Authorities

The Central Authorities 2rec now toking steps to investigorte the cese

noted in paregraph Nn, IV, 80 28 t» bring it te ¢tri~l. Thie is beceuse
. there are some points thet violate the lews prescribed by the Jopancse

army, 2nd furthermrre, there is some indistinct eonclusinn 28 to the
responsibilities nf the prrties corncerned.




