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|. GENERAL

'AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT

CONFIBENTIAL

(a) Unit Reporting (b) Based on or atUSS LUNRGA POINT (C%"E;‘-Q-‘i} (c) Report No. ¥C=35 e 78
(d) Take off: Date 26 Harch, 1548 (LzT) 1830 (1) Long 127° 20¢ E

(e) Mission Strike on Okinawa Shima, Ranseli Shoto
Il. OWN AIRCRAFT OFFICIALLY COVERED_EY THIS REPORT.

VC=356

_Time (Zone): Lat. 250 40" N

(f) Time of Return 4746 (I) (Zone)

NUMBER
TYPE SQUADRON BOMBS AND TORPEDOES FUZE, SETTING
TAOKF'PG 5&5&&;“,% ATTTAA‘FEGKE'PG CARRIED (PER PLANE)
(a) (b) (cr (d) (e) (f) (g)
10 = 100 gp Inst.-Npsesl/10 sec.-Tail
TH-3 |V0e88 | 8 - | 8 |8 x 5" HE Rockets o =

— R, i

B e — —_—

~_HI. OTHER U. S OR ALLIED AIRCRAFT EMPLOYED IN THIS OPERATION.

TYPE NUMBER BASE TYPE SQUADRON NUMBER

SQ UADRON

BASE

IV _ENEMY AIRCRAFT OBSERVED OR ENGAGED

.’

(By Own Aircraft Listed in |l Only)

(g)

(a) (b) (c) (d) (e)
TYPE NO. NO. ENGAGING TIME LOCATION OF BOMBS, TORPEDOES CARRIED; CAMOUFLAGE AND
OBQERVED OWN A/C ENCOUNTERED ENCOUNTFR GUNS OBSERVED MARK ING
] e LSS T —— - s e SRR SRS =11 e e r : ———
e LoEn. (ZONE) B
BN . S ¥ . (ZONE)_____ B i o
St 8. S 1 e W (ZONE) e | " B | —

(h) Apparent Enemy Mission(s)

Did Any Part of
Encounter(s) Occur in Clouds?_ ___If so, Describe Clouds

(YES OR NO)
Time of Day and Brilliance
() of Sun or Moon _ L,

_— - ——— e

(i)

—— e e e

——— —s e ————

~ (BASE IN FEET. TYPE AND TENTHS OF COVER)

(MILES)
Vv EN_E_MY AIRCRAFT DESTROYE[}_ QB_ DALMAGEP_ I_N_ AIR (BZ Own A_!rgraft Ll_s_tejin__ll Only). I -
(a) {b) DEQTROYED OR DAMA(;ED BY (¢) (d)

TYPE — - - e iAot DAMAGE

ENEMY A/C | TYPE A/C JQUADRON PILOT OR CUNNER GUNS USED WHERE HIT, ANGLE CLAIMED |
i b b By b 2 Ve SO D - SRSy O B ST S0 i i
— ! ; i o — L

VLS T =, ——— —EpE — e e o Sy T i e — =) . e ———e . s Sy e s e — I,_ =S s
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AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT

CON TR

filled ou

REPORT No._VC=88 = 78

. VL. LOSS OR DAMAGE, COMBAT OR OPERATIONAL, OF OWN AIRCRAFT (of those listed in 1l only).

(c) (d) (e)
TYPE (();:'N A/C SQU'?E;RON TYPEC&.‘LJJI\SIF :OEYSEEE:\E#&NQ{CCAUSE SYE\;I?—ESE&E |irTST%aﬁg?Le%u(i;gLnatmll?{ ) (Give BELﬁlgﬂ\l -srer(i)aFI nLuCr}hSt?erQ oRf 5 ?ri\g:\ geEs:t royed)
1 ThRied Vi=-85 | 40mm, AL Port Elevator 6" hole in Fabric
2
3 =
4
)
6
7
8
9
10 B
11
12 ol
13 |
14 _
VII. PERSONNEL CASUALTIES (in aircraft listed in 1l only; identify with planes listed in VI by Nos. at left).
(a) (b) (c) (d) (e)
NO. | SQUADROM NAME, RANK OR RATING CAUSE CONDITION OR STATUS
VIIl. RANGE, FUEL, AND AMMUNITION DATA FOR PLANES RETURNING
(3} (b) (c) (d) (e) (f) (g) TOTAL AMMUNITION EXPENDED (h)
TYPE MILES MILES AV. HOURS AV. FUEL AV. FUEL —  NO. OF PLANES
A/C OuT RETURN IN AIR LOADED CONSUMED .30 50 20MM MM RETURNING
Bie3 | 43 46 | 4hrlSmin 330 230 980 | 1780 s
IX. ENEMY ANTI-AIRCRAFT ENCOUNTERED (Check one block on each line).
CALIBER NONE © MEAGER MODERATE INTENSE
HEAVY — Time-fused shells, 75mm and over X -
MEDIUM — Impact-fused shells, 20mm-50mm ACCURATE p 4
LIGHT — Machine gun bullets, 6.5mm-13 2mm X

X COMPARATIVE PERFORMANCE, OWN AND ENEMY AIRCRAFT (use check list at left).

SPEED, CLIMB,

at various altitudes

TURNS

DIVES
CEILINGS
RANGE
PROTECTION
ARMAMENT
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OPNAV-16-223

il 79 AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT CONFIDENTIAL

f' ’:'ﬂur-'
. (OMIT THIS SHEET IF NO ATTACK WAS MADE) .

XI. ATTACK ON ENEMY SHIPS OR GROUND OBJECTIVES (By Own Aircraft Listed in || Only).
‘arget (s) and Location(s) Radena airfield (b) Time Over Target(s) 48809 (I

e

(FOR SHIPS INCLUDE ALL N AREA UNDER ATTACK) e k- A R, L. A £.0Ne

(¢) Clouds Over Target___ _ &=3,000 Cuaadug 8/10

IBASE IN F'EET TYF’E AND TENTHS OF C.O\:’EF?}

(d) Visibility of Target__ Hagy S— ALY OBSCURED BY elsuss—~c————(8) Visibility. E

=3 T (MILESY

R. " . ‘ ' i G -\u i . ¥ =9
(#) Bombing Tactics: Type lide R € aght Used ik VIII

e e e e

———

- — T—— > R, ; L I L e L
{LEVEL (_-;L D OR - 2 . = — e W e ol SR
| L DIVEt (TYPE )

Bombs Dropped p 5 - &0 :

(FEET)

lg) Number of Enemy Aircraft Hit on Ground: Destroyed___ * Probab ly Destroyed____ Damaged

e — _m._r.— —_— R _-----_-.-.._—...-_—--.——_—.-.,r—. —— S ——

(i) A e e
VIAAT ) |) O F‘a (‘/‘TT*“’”F ‘“J (1 (m)
.A:’Ih"nl‘_l‘r\ji"‘_‘_ pO1PJT I.-_J_Fh N OHJ":' OQ e —— B [_‘:t""j\'-i‘] -""".,‘ \] J«,. j"",.af_pxj'ﬁ:-lir-\r',.’ I. R {_._,1 |

TONNAGE (k) SQUADRON EXPENDED FACH MING POINT

|
bl I S T . _ QUADRON sirgPont | a6 g
| AA Defenses Wes | 27x 100G | |-
: s - e " | PIQ‘& \}b
Hadena Alrfield Cm35 & X 6" HE logkets ARl azgvggéfue

E  TRAat asvas r_,___.__*.- s - e g ]EGU % .5"3 0&1 . PRSI [
PRI 500 .30 oa]. |

e —— ——

i —— ————

52 x 100% Gp | Several Buildings
S o S VC | - 63.1 5" HE Rocketa 411 “P9§§§gyed

4 ! - e ——

j - ) _ 730 p. 4 gm cal R ' B e
TSNS AU 480 x 330 cal

—_— e T —

e e e i s i) R e e TR, 13

— e

: . a5 e i - - o - _w et =

g | - - :
| |
s e 9 . .‘
\

= i e e o R e oy, et R et s TN SR SR .| s

F e
P~ s 1+ e L. /e - 1 + = - = .r - - I - ¥ - = - [ L [
Wil Till S i W ‘=N 'E_.,“-. g VvV ll_ﬁ'l:,_ (_'_II!\ [ ] call ) EJfT-:L"* ("* .""‘t'- :‘Lf]". IO T Ty - 5
s, - " - - a 1 *

Were Phetographs Taken? !:ES —_Photographs of Damage, WhenTaken Should Be Attached Ry S

J '.1I-_1' LIC M\ TL-}'..,_ ﬂ.lllt...:"J li}“"rf ~ taijlc
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ENGAGEMENT WITH ENEMY

OWN AIRCRAFT
Disposition
Altitudes
Speeds
Approach Tactics
Use of Cover, Deception
Angles of Attack and
Their Effectiveness
Distance of Opening Fire
Defense Tactics and
Their Effectiveness

ENEMY AIRCRAFT

Method of Locating, Distance
Disposition

Altitudes

Speeds

Approach Tactics

Use of Cover, Deception
Angles of Attack

Distance of Opening Fire
Defensive Tactics

COMMENTS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS

Own Weaknesses
Enemy Weaknesses
Offensive Tactics, Own
e ", Enemy
Defensive Tactics, Own
% " Enemy
Flexible Gunnery, Own
Escort Tactics
Fighter Direction
Use of Radar
Night Fighting
Recognition, Aircraft

ATTACK

OWN TACTICS
Method of Locating Target
Approach to Target
Altitudes, Speeds

Approach

Dive

Pull-Out
Dive Angle
Strafing
Retirement
Defensive Tactics
Use of Jamming

DEFENSE, ENEMY

Evasive Tactics, Ships
Concealment
Searchlights

Night Fighter Tactics
Use of Jamming

COMMENTS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS

Bombing Tactics
Torpedo Tactics
Effectiveness of
Bombs, Torpedoes
Selection of Targets
Fuzing
Strafing Tactics
Defensive Tactics
Use of Radar
Reconnaissance
Photography
Briefing

OPERATIONAL

Naviqgation
Homing
Rendezyous
Recogn:tion, Ships
Communications
Flight Operations
Search and Tracking
Base Operations
Maintenance

AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT
. . REPORT No V=88 = 78

X1l TACTICAL AND OPERATIONAL DATA. (Narrative and comment. Describe action fully and comment treely,

following applicable items in check list at left. Use additional sheets if necessary.)

Pight THie3 of V(-85 under the command of Lieutenant Commander

Fred C., HERRIMAN, USH, took off from paremt ship, USS LUNGA POINT (CVE-94)

at 1830 (I) on 28 March, 1948 to strike assigned targets on Okinawe
Shimm, Hansei Shoto,

The first targzet assigned by CASCU was anti-aircrai’t defenses

- south of Eadona Airfield. Ome bombing and rocket run was made and

several hits were believed scored althouzh accurate assessment could
not be made dus to low visibility and hase., Due to the low ceiling
(around 2,000 feet) dives had to be initiated so low that an
unsatisfactory rate of speed was developed and subsequent releases

and pull outs were at dangercusly low altitudes, particularly so

since anti-aireraft emplacemonts were numerous and the fire encountered

was considerable. One plane was slightly damaged by AA in this atteck, .

Following this run, the Sgquadron Commander of V0-80 informed
CASCU of the difficult situation and stated the opinion that attacks
on such targets under existing conditions of weather were sulcidal
and could not result in an accuracy of bombing to warrant the risk
to planes and pergomnel. _ |

CASCU then instructed the flight leader to strilke targots of
opportunity and expend remaining loads. Accordingly the town of
Komesu, at the southern end of the island, was bombed, rocketed
and strafed. lumerous fires wore started and soveral bulldings
dostroyed., Anti-airoraft fire was limited to light caliber and

was not intense,

All aircraft returned safely to base.

COMMENT OF SQUADROH COMMANDER, V=8O

The first attack, described above, was undertaken under

extronely hasardous conditions of weather and enemy opposition,
In my opinion, THI type aircraft should not be ordered %o attack

extensive anti-airoraf't areas except under pood weather conditions
whore the celling is sufficiently high to permit highespeed dives
and the visibility sufficiently good to insure accurate boublng.
Where Naval Gun Fire is available it should be coordimated with
air attacks on such targets, and results can be greatly improved by
having fighters preceed the bombers in high speed strafing runs.
This would result in greater damage to enemy installations and a
mininum of risk to our own aircraflt and personnel,
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X11l. MATERIAL DATA. |

ARMAMENT
Guns, Gunsights
Turrets
Ammunition
Bombs, Torpedoes
Bomb Sights
Bomb Releases

COMMUNICATIONS
Radio, Radar
Homing Devices
Visual Signals
Codes, Ciphers

RECOGNITION
IFF

Signals
Battle Lights
Procedures

PROTECTION

Armor: Points and Angles
of Fire Needing Further
Protection

Leak Proofing

EMERGENCY EQUIPMENT
Parachutes
Life Belts, Life Rafts
Safety Belts
Emergency Kits
Rations, First Aid

NAVIGATIONAL EQUIPMENT
Compasses
Driftsights
Octants
Automatic Pilots
Charts
Field Lighting

INSTRUMENTS
Flight
Power Plant

OXYGEN SYSTEM

CAMOUFLAGE AND
DECEPTION DEVICES

STRUCTURE

Airframe

Control Surfaces

Control System

Dive Flaps

l.anding Gear

Heating System

Flight Characteristics
At Various Loadings

POWER PLANT

Engines

Engine Accessories
Propellers
Lubricating System
Starters

Exhaust Dampers

HYDRAULIC SYSTEM
ELECTRICAL SYSTEM

Auxiliary Plant
Lights

FUEL SYSTEM
FLIGHT CLOTHING
MAINTENANCE
BASE FACILITIES

Plane Servicirng Equipment
Personnel Facilities

REPORT PREPARED BY':

RESTRICTED

CONFIDENTIAL
. REPORT NHC=88 « 78

AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT

Comment freely on performance or suitability, following check list at left.
Use additional sheets if necessary).

one 100 bomb folled to release due to clectricel and
peohanical failure. 7 ¢ bodd bay was not correatly wﬂfm’?f-rm.i sod.
Romb bay was resynshronized end one simekle re placed «

one THis$ pilot reported & radar falliure. Trouble was due WO
fanlty tube in redar Transmitier.

One TES8 pilot reported a faulty HLT interphons goar. The

trouble was trased to & faulty wicropaons.

FURARDED

%M. Ve e %ﬂyl
Commndling fiicer,
UoBeSes LUNGL POINT (CVE-D4Y).

APPROVED BY:

SIGNATURE

RANK AND DUTY
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