tatement

(December 20, 1947.

Chairmn of the opecial
COACE LLAF Hoarde '3
of theliouse of R

| Un December 11, ¥ the Ecuse of Representatives passed

a resolution purporting to establista Special Committee

supaanc—etndn e stigat oy g
’ropertym . .

inis new organ has beer desfned to

on Jrregu lar

.

legal and organiec defects of theipecial

Hoarded and Concealed Materials :t up in

of the DUiet, so that it may be ewerful enough forthe ac—

the situation whenever and whewer unjust and Improper
transactions have been or are Mng carried out in connection
with postewar military stores "' goods related therewith in
the whole sphere of offigials .éc:litical and economic cir-
cles, regardless of their scof or extent, as they will
naturally obstruct the recms&tion of our economy by in-

creasing legal and politicahrines and discourage the

efforls of the war-worn pBOp], to &= establish a demo=

cratic country.

Without radiually eradié;ing these politicll and €Ccow
nomic abuses; no reorientatn or 3apan on domocratic foun-

dation is possible. The pef as ‘the Mappes. @m bned
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f on thé people's will, has set up this Speclial Committee in order
? - Yo accomplish this difficult task,
Superficially the funetion of this Speclal Committee
may be thought te overlap that cf the Public Procurator?ts

ffice, and some confusion of authority may be apprehended.

But decidedly that is not the case.

’
.

The Public Procurator's Offlice has purely a legal

function on the. prétise of a crimelzkile this Committee
thoroughly Yinquires into political or economic injustice.

‘The two accomplish their object side by side cooperating and

helping each other,

In order to accomplish ]

with righteous Indlgnat

¥ " o8 3 o~ o X .. < £ v A
It is my earnest desire, therefore,

Lo
>ad

will cooperate with us In the atterpl to save the country out

of the present crisis and sc expedite the establishment of

a demccrztic country.




e nresentetives:
‘hat there is hereby eestablished a Nonpartisan ‘peeial
Commlttee on Irrecsul:r Ironerty Trenssctions to be comnnacd
of apt more Shan t_hirt:; ~enbers of the Ffpuse of Renresentatives
Y to be anpointed by the “penker of the. Louse of Re»resenta2tives,
2, The Committee shell meke 2 full and complete iaves tigetion

of the Qlapomal and hondling of, snd transactions involviag,

bliec nrone :‘tfif' 3l Oor BT Cer 14 :.!,lr"{;i._?i‘fg 19h5, j.nf}l'ldiilﬁ vut not
limlted Lo war moterials, elilvilian goods and supplies, surslus
Led goods, aneclial goods roturned

- . . o B . TLE ... % - N . . pamp— ':, - '_ - - SA—— - - - . : L .
to the Janancsa. sdvernnent bv the - BRYN ag ShiT wina nde r for bthco
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nll other comnogit 8 uveelnl for the coonomlie recovery o

Japen as well 63 the sale under fslse sretcnacs th t ~oods not

snoe were avilable for distribubtion and the use of

beole
-
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> been false ta f.
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openly or covertly, have countributed Lo or have been inst-
rumental in depriving the »provnle of Juoen of tre benefits
of suoh dPrope¥Ey, Or otherwise acte. in = menner contrary
t¢c the public welfere.
.

3. 2. The Cammf$tee or any duly ruthori ed sb-comnitiee
thereo 1o sauthopized to sit sad aet 2t auneh JIsces zad Lines
&n.ring Lhie Sem’ recesses nndg a djourned berigads o1 vhe

House of Represeatatives, to regulre by subpoems or ostherwise

¥ . . . y
£ %thke attendesnce of such withesaes and the »rodnetion of asuch
hooks, papers and documents, to cdmialster Suech ocths, to talke

such testimony, to procure su-h typing, »rinting end binding,

and to make sueh expesditures as it deons 2dvisable,

b. The Committee is empowered to anpaint and Fix the
GM,”ﬁﬂitiw of such counsel ’ U.‘E't‘*fité.:- atora, cxerei, cona 1nl -
tants, techalefans, and clerierl and steadgr:phlc "aslstence
es 1t deens negassayy Oor advisable,

e, The expeuses of the Compittee whiclh siv 1l nob ciceed

M

LUSE

»250,000 shell ibe paid fro. the eontingen® func o0 &

of Resyesentativer upon vouchers signed by She cholraan or by

z director designéted by the chalmesa; and the sum of $250,000
s hereby cuthorized and

for such purposes sad
the comveanlnp of the third netionel

on

. publiec resord exeept for such

which would be aetrimentsl to the public interest.
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o June - 1948,

& Brigadier General Courtney Whitmey, Chief of SCAP's Government
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section, this afternoon denied as without the slightest basis in fact a

press report that he had congratulated members of the committee prebing d
political corruption on any specific disclosures which had been made in

the course of its investigation, General Whitney merely pointed out to

members of the Commitiee, who called upon him, the importance of vigorous

ectlion, taken without fear or favor, to maintain a high level of political

morality in the affairs of government. He eddressed himself to their

responsibility to the people of Japan as a committee of the National Diet,

saying:

"The work of this committee is of profound significance to the
future of Japan, It is not that political corruption is confined to
Japen, as in varying degrees it is & disease which unfortunately is to
be found throughout the humen society,

"The importent thing is what you as the people's representatives
do ebout it once specific instances of corruption are brought to publiec
notice, That is a question concerning which you alone can provide &an
answer. On that answer will rest the measure of your sense of responsib-

11ity in the discharge of your public trust."
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WHITNEY PRAISES
DIET BODY INQUIRY 3 June 1948
INTO PARTY FUNDS

GHQ Government Section Throws
Support Behind Probe Committee

By Freank White

Assoclated Press Correspondent

Full support of GHQ Government Section has been throwm bshind the

Diet committee probing political funds as a result of disclosures made
during the questioning of Deputy Prime Minister Suehiro Nishio, Ex=Secretary
general of the Social Democratic partye

Brig Gen Courtney Whitmey has congratulated members of the
committee for their work thus far in disclosing that Mr. Nishio received
¥500,000 from Seita Iida of the Railway Engineers Association to be distributed
among Social Democratic pearty candidates for the Diet,

Gen Whitney told the Diet's Illegal Property Transaction Committee:

"The work of this committee is of profound significance to the
future of Japane It is not that political corruption is a novelty here,
&8 in varying degrees it is a disease which unfortunately is to be found
throughout human societys

"The important thing is what you as people's representatives do
about it once specific instances of corruption are brought to public notices
That is a question concerning which you alone cean provide em answer, On

that answer will rest the measure of your semse of responsibility in the

discharge of your public trust,"

.
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Generel Whitney's statement was regarded as a "shot in the arm"
,;.i‘ to bolster the committee's morale.

Mr. Nishio was known ae "strong man" behind the cabinet of Tetsu

Katayama who preceded present Prime Minister Hitoshi Ashida in the :

coalition government,

Wednesday Mr. Nishio had refused to give the commi ttee names

of 40 party members he said had received $400,000 donated by Mr. Iida.

- : ' iy
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The committee, however, has demanded he submit names in writing not later

1 than June Oe
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