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A Problens |
For finding the Year of the Julian Period by 4 new and very eaffe
Method,

"I' His occurs in the Feurial des Scavans o°. 36,25 it had been propofed and
communicated by the Leatned Fefwst DE SILLY, viz,

Multiply the Solar Cycle by 4845. and the L#nar, by 42co. and that of
the Indi€tion, by S916. Then divide the Sum of the produsts by 7980. which
is the Fulian Period: The Remaindtr of the Divilion , wichout having re-
gardto the Oworienc, (hall be the year enquired after.

E. g. Letthe Cycle of the Susbe 35 of tha Moon4; and of the fn-
dittion 5. Muldply 3. by 4845, and youhave 145353 and 4. by 4200,
comes 16800 ; and 5.by 6916, comes 345%0. The Sum of the pro-
duts is 65915, whichbeing divided by 7980. gives 8. for the Quorieas ,
and the number 2075, whichremains, is the Year of ~ths Fulian Period,

Some learned Mathematicians of Parss, towhom the {aid ‘2. de Billy, did
propofe this Problems, have found the Demonftration thereof ; as the
fame Foursal intimates.

Az Accennt

Of foe Books 5 not long. fince publified.

I. TENTAMINA PHYSICO-THEOLOGICA DE
DEO, Sivz: THEOLOGIA SCOLASTICA, afd Noman
Nove & Reformare Philofophia concinnata , & duobus Librés comprehenfa,
Quorssms altero, de Des exiffentia adver[us Atheoset Epicureos ex iplorumnses
Principiis difpueainr ; altero , de Ejnfdem Effentia & Aviribwin § primo,
fecundnm Theologiam Ethsicam , nbi explicatnr , O#antuns hatlenns Alis
in Gentilinm festentivs , de [ummi Numints Natura cruendis ) hallucinars
frering; deinde [ecandum Theologiam Chriftianam : Et quid de Divina Effentia
ac Attribuess [fatuendum fiv o defJerienr,  Quibas proffremo accedst [pecialis
Differtatio de Primo Numinis Astributo £ T ERNIT AT E, Authore
Samnele Parkero, A, M.

This Treatife, publifh’d thelaft year, would fooner have been taken no-
tice off inthefe Tradts, haditnotefcaped the Publifhers view till of late,
when he, uponferious pecufal , found it very worthy the recommending it to
all forts of perfons, and particularly to thofe, who either pleale themfelves
with that fond opinion s Thar Philofophy 15 the Appreatilhip of Atheifme;
oDr_i‘f?a;kin to thiz afperfions, that are generally laid upon the Reformsation of
Fhtlejephy.

’Thispe:{ccllcnt niece removes doth thefe 3 and being joynedand compared
with the guly Neble Mr. Bayle’s Confiderations in his Firff Part of the

tfeful.

The Royal Society is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to @f‘%
Philosophical Transactions (1665-1678). RINGIS

Www.jstor.org



[ 325]

Hfefulnefs of Experimental-Natural Philofophy , will frongly evince, How
Much that Philofophy , which fearches out the re2] Produtions of Nature
(the true Woiks of God ) does manifeft the Divine Glory more, than the
Notionals of the Gentils. '

This Author (now a Fellow of the Royal Society ) delivers his Mattzrin
two Books. . ,

Lib. 1. Cap. 1. Atheifls are difappointed of the Authority of Epicarm,
and of other Antient Philofophers, for their grofs Atheifme.

Cap. 2. The beautifull Frame of the World evinceth the Architetonical
Author and Governor.

Cap. 3. The admirable Contrivance in the Stru&ure of Mankind , and
of Animals, does more confpicuoufly thew the Deity. .

Cap. 4. The Atheift caught inhis one Net, or convinced by the true
force of his own Arguments.

Cap. 5. The Arguments devifed againft Atheifts by Des Cartes , and
drawndfrom.th: Ides’s of our Mind, examin’d and found imperfe& and
invalid.

Lib. 2.Cap. 1. The Opinions of the Gentils concerningGod , unduly
applyed to the Desty , which we worlhip; but properly to be underftood by
them of the Snn, or of the Sonl of the rorld.

Cap. 2. More exprefly proved,that th Antient Philofophers conceived,
the Soul of the World tobz God,

Cap. 3. The Hiftorical Theology of the Gentils for the moft part is un-
duly applyed or accommodated to tie Holy Scriptures.

Cap. 4. The Divine Subflance, Immenfity, Incomprehznfibility , Invifi-
bility, explicated, as far as our weak reafon coes reach. -

Cap. 5. The Divine Perfeltions, and other Autributes and Affe&ions,
how far explicable.

Cap. 6. The Eternity of God, how apprehended;

Thefe are in fho:t the Heads of the Book, whichisyetbutin Latin. It
were to be wifht , the Authour would make it fpeak his osvn lively Englifp.

I1. HONORATI FABRYUL Soc. Jefu Theologi, Trattatusdus
gtorum Prior ¢ft de Plantés ct de Geseratione Animaliam ; Pofferior 5 de
Homine,

As the Matter of this Book is confiderable , {o is the order and depen-
dence of all its parts excellent; inregard that all the Propofitions are ranged
according to a Geomztrical method , and fowell difpoled, that the latter dor
always fuppol= the former, and feem to depend all of them upon certain evi-
dent principles, whence they flow by a natural confequence,

This Volume contains two Treatifes.

The Firftis divided into 5. Books. In the four firfF, he treats of Plants,
and dittributes them into three Claffzs ; fome growing 1 the-Earth, 2§ Treesy
others , ‘growing mpon Plants, as AMuffe and a chird fort, geowing #pon
Aiuimals, as Hairy, Horns,and Feazhers. He examins and conﬁder; the
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Parts of all thefe Plants and their Ufe, the manner, how they are produced,
and nourithed ; and their different Qualities. He difcousfes alfo of Bread,
Wine, Ovyle, and ths othar Mixtes, that are made of Plantes.

Inthe Fifth Book, he treats of the Generation of Ammals, where hs
defivers many curious matters, explicatingin a very eafie and familiar way
that Argument , which hath alwayesbeen leokt upen, as one of the obfureft
in Natural Philofophy.

The Second Treaule confifls of 7. Boéks ; wherein the Authors conficess,
what appertains to <Mar. He difcourfes frf?, of Digeltion, of the Circu-
lation of the Bloud, and of ths Ufe of the principal parts of the Human Body.
Next , he treats of the Senfes,External and Internal ; of all he Motions of
the Body, both Natural and Voluarary; of the fenfitive Appetite, and the Pal-
fions; Thence he proceeds to the Temperaments, Habits, Inftint, Sleep,
Sicknefs, ¢c.  Laftly , vaffing to the Rational Soul, he endeavours to de-
monftrate the Immortalizy thereof , and to explain al{o the Manner, how it
worketh upon thz Bocy, and is united with the Body ; where he omits not
toreafonor all the Powsrsof thzSoui , of Liberty,and of the Operations of
the Underftancingand Will.

In general , taz Authour mekesic his fudy., for the explicating of the
moft perplext Difficulties, to (hew, that Nature works mot but by very fimple
and eafie wayes.

In particalar, he inter{perfes fevaral curious remarks.  E. g. He teaches
0w to make Perfpeitives, thatmagnific Objedts, without Ghis; telling us,
that when an Obje& is took’t upor through a {mall hole, it appears much
greater than it is; and that therefore, if inflead of Glaffes one did caft before
ones eyes two Plates having little koles in ‘them , it would furnith us with
anew kind of Perfpettives, more commodious than thofe of Glaffes, whick
fpoil the Sight by reafon of the refraftion of the Rayes,cauled thereby. Zzais,
He renders the caufe of that common, but furprifing, effe® of Painte:s,
drawing certain Pourtrai@ures, which feem to fook dire@ly upon all theic
Beholders, on what fidz foever they place themielves: ¥ide/, That in thofe
Piltures, the Nofe is z little turnad to one fide, and the eyes to the other,
Whenceit comes, that{uch Piétures fe2 1 to lock to the right fide , becaufe
the Eyesare indeed turned thatway ; but they appear al{s tolook to the left,
becaufe the point of the Nofe is tucned that way, and the Table, whereon
the Piure is drawn, being fiat, the Lookar on perceives not, that the Eyes
are turned th'other way; which he would do, if the Eyes of th: Pourtrait
ware convexe: Whence it comes, that no Figure can be made emboffed,
which looks every way.

Theart, which he teaches of making Parfley (hootout of the groundina
few hours, isthis. Infule the feed of 1tin Vineagar 3 and, having fownit
ingoodground , caft onita good quantity of the Athes of Bean-Cods, and
forinkle it with Spirit of Wine , and'then cover it with fome liraen. He
mentions 2l{o ; thatif you calcine Earth, and then water it well . it will
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produce a great variety of different Herbs; and that the Athes of Com burne,
being fown, have {ometimes produced other Corn.

To add that by the by, This Author is not fo addicted 1o Ariffprte
as to be on his fideywhen he thinks Truth isnot.  He hath emancipaced ziny-
felf confiderably from the Scholaffick way of Philofopling. He dares mam.
tain, thatthe Vegetative and Senfitive Souls are not Subfuntial Forms; apd
thatitis with Plants and Animals, as with Artficial things , the Lorm
whereof refults from the Uinion and Difpofition of the parts. According
to this Hypothefis , he ‘explicatesall the Operations of Plants and Animals,
without having any recourfe to the Soul. He avers alfo, that there a:c no
Species Intentionales , and no Habitudes, and that the Animal Spirits , which
Philofophers commonly believe to be necefary for all theOperations of Life,
are ufelefs. _

It might al{o be obferved out of this Author, what he difcourfes of the
Ceneration of Animals by Patrefattion ; of the Caufe of Intermittent Fea-
vers 5 and of the Animalinftin& , and of many other particulars ; were it
not better to refer the Curious to the Book it felf,

HI. RELATION DU VOTAGE del’ Evegue de Beryte , par
l2 Turquiey la Perfe, les Indes, 8cc. jufques au Royanme de Siam, & autres
lienx 5 par M. de Bourges, Préfire &c.

This Author imploying his Pen chiefly , according eo his defign,. to give
an Accomptof the Succef(s, the Undertakers of this Yoyage had , in pro-
pagating the Chriftian Faith in the remoter parts of the World, andrelating
on that occafion, What number of Churches they have Founded in Coghin-
China,, and the Kingdome of Tengmin (in which latter alone he affirms, that
there are more then three hundred thoufand Chriftians 5) Being, I fay prin-
cipally intent upon thatSubje,he feems not to have made manyPhilofophical
obfervations in thofe places. Mean while he does good fervice to thofe , that
have occafion to travel into the Eaff-Indies moftly by Land, by defcribing
the paffage , they took thither ; which was, That they embarqued at Aar-
[eiles , in September , the moft convenient and favourable feafon for that
Voyage 5 whence Ships do ordinarily pafs every Month from Syria, recko-
ning one Month for the time of Sayling to Alexandretta. Thence to Aleppo,
counting one month more for the Stay , to be made there to meet the Cara-
vane for Babylon , and fix weeks more for the march from Aleppo to Babylon;
where a fortnight will pafs, before an opportunity happen to embarque vpen
the Tyges tor Balfora ; which Journcy will require a fortnight more, And
about this time it will be ner the end 6f January. Thenceis always con-
veniency to pafs to Congo , 4. days Journey from Comsoron or Gembronz ; to
which Iatter part there is alfo frequent occafion to pafs by fea from Balfora,
which will take up forne 15 or 16. daysSail. There (vid. at Comsren )
youwill every year meet with.Engiijh', Portugai , Dutch, and Moryfh
Veflels, for Surate , from Oftober till the end of April 5 for they are ob-
liged to be at Surate , before the end of AMay , becaufe all the ports of ti}afe
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Indies are [(hut the 4. enfuing months , by reafon of the danger of that Sea.

But befides this Dire&ion,the Book is not cuite deftitute of Natural Ob-
fervations, Itrelates, 1. How Diamonds are found and{eparatedin Gol-
conda ; Thzy takeof the Earth , held to be proper to form tham , whichis
reddith, and diftinguifh’d with white veins, and full of flints and hard
lumps. Then they put near the places, which they will digge, 2 clofe and
even Earth; and toic they carry thofe Earths, they have digged out of the
Mine, and gently {preaditabroad ; and léaveitgxpsfed to thz Sun for two
days.  Thenbejng dryed enough they beatit, and fifting this Earth, they
find the Diamends inathes of Flints, inwhich Nature hath fet them. Here
he adds, that the King of that Country farms out thefe Diamond- Mincs for
600000, Crowns per anntm, referving to him(elf the right of all the Dia-
monds , that exceed ten Carats in weight: There are Diamonds, that
mount to-35. and 40 Carars. And thisis the great Treafure of that Prince,

2. That the'moit efteemed fruit in thole parts, the Darion (of the biu-
nefs and thape of anordinary Melon ) hasa very unpleafing and evenuntol-
lerable fmell, like to thatof a rotten Apple.

3. That Rice profpers molt in wateriflx grounds ; and that the fields ,
where it grows beft , refembles rather to Marifhes, than to any ploughed
Soyle: Yea, that that Grain has the force, though 6. or 7. foot water ftand
overit, to {hoot its Stalk above it; and that the Stem, whichbears it ri-
%slzénd grows proportionably to the height of the water, that drowns the
«1€1d,

4. Thatthe way of keeping ones (elf harmle(s from 2 wild Elephant ,
whes he runsdire&tly upon one , is, to hold fomething to him ; asa Hat, a
Coat, apicce of Linnen, which he feifes on with his Trunk , and playes
withit, asif hewere pleafed with this apparent homage, done to him ; and
fopaffeson. If hebeinarage, that thenthe only remedy is, to turn in-
ceffantly behind him to the left ide , inregard thatnaturally (fairh this Ax-
thor ) he never turns himfelf. that way , but to the right: And the time,there
IS to turn , becaufle of the Beafls unweildine(s , affords leifize enough to
climbe up fome high Tree , or to mount fome {teep ground: all which if it
fail, by holding always his tail , and turning with him , the Animal will be
tired, and give opportunity to efcape.
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