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III. Part of a Letter from the Reverend Mr. W.
Detham, F. R. S. to Dr. Hans Sloane,
R. S. Sec. Giving an Aecount of a Child’s
Crying in the Womb.

S IR, |

N Saturday 1alt I gave my felf thé Satisfaction of

vifiting 2 Woman brought to Bed this Day f{even-
night of a Boy, that had Cry'd in her Womb, at
times, for five Weeks wanting one Day. The Child
appears to be Lufty and Strong, and is, fince its
Birth, a very quict Child. The Woman’s Name is
Clark, living above two Miles from me, in the Pae
tith of Hornchurch.

She told me, the firft time the Child cry’'d was
in the Night, as fhe lay in Bed, after a grear
Pain which forced her out of Bed, and gave her
Apprehenfions of her Labour being nearer than her
Reckoning. And every time after, Whenever the Child
cry’d, fhe had violent Pains like thofe of Labour.

From the very firlt time of its Crying, the Child
fettled it felf on the Mother’s Lefe-fide, and the ne-
ver perceived it to ftir in the leaft, ’dll its Birch ap-
proached.

Scarce a Day in all the five Weeks efcaped withs
out Crying little or much. Bat the Woman obftrved,
that every other Day it cry’d the moflt, and moft
certainly. The Midwife told me, fhe heard it cry
feventeen times in half an Hour. Its Crying might
be heard into the next Room ; and fomctimes it
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feemed to be fo Hearty, that the Child would fob
agalfl.

gBoth the Mother, and Midwife (a fenfible Woman
in her Bufinefs) anf{wered me a great many Quefti-
ons, fome of which ’Eumpémess %rxe I mention not.
Only in general they told me, they found no great
Difference between her in her Cafe, and other Wo-
mnen in the fame Condition. I asked the Woman whe-
gher fhe had receiv’d any Falls, or Hurts, or was
tronbled with Longings ‘more than with her Child
before? . (for fhe hath -had one Child bsfore.) She
told methe had received no Mart, but was more en-
elining to Longing; but had what fhe long'd for.

S TR,
Xour Huymble Servant,

Upminfter, Novem. 13:
1709.

W. Derham.




