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PREFACE.

-t —

Ax interest is attached to the place of one’s birth which
change of scene rather enhances than removes, and which
increases rather than diminishes in intensity as one ap-
proaches the later stages of life : this home feeling has
been largely instrumental in the production of this work,
and to it is due nearly every thing of interest or value that
the book possesses. .

A history of Redding has been long contemplated by the
author as a service due his native town, and aslong shrunk
from because of the labor, the expense, and the difficulty
of its compilation. Whether well or illy done, it is now
completed, and goes out to the somewhat limited public for
whom it was written.

The materials for the work have been drawn largely from
the ancient records of the town and parish, from the rec-
ords of the colony, and from the files of musty papers in
the State Library at Hartford. Tradition and oral infor-
mation have not been neglected, and every reasonable
effort has been made to render the work as far as possible
a thorough and reliable history of the town. That errors
and discrepancies will be found, is to be expected ; but it is
not believed that they are sufficiently numerous or impor-
tant to destroyits historical value. In the preparation of
the book the compiler has aimed to preserve the character
of a local historian, and has confined himself chiefly to the
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iv PREFACE.

narration of local facts and incidents. In harmony with
this prineiple, an extended biography of Joel Barlow, at
first intended for this work, has been excluded. The
sketeh of the poet so grew on the author’s hands, that it
was found it would make a volume by itself, and con-
tained so much of general interest and detail that it could
not be made to harmonize with the local character of this
work. A concise sketch of the poet’s life, however, and
the original portrait from Fnlton’s oil-painting, that
formed the frontispiece of the Columbiad, are inclnded in
its pages.

The compiler has not aimed at making a large book :
many facts in few words is what a busy age demands of
the historian, and in deference to this demand only such
matter as was of real valne and interest has been admitted.
The church histories and the genealogical notes are, per-
haps, the most important, if not the most interesting, por-
tions of the work. It would have added to the value of
the ecclesiastical history, no doubt, if it had been prepared
by the pastors of the different churches represented ; but,
with one exception, these had so recently assumed the
care of their charges, that they did not feel at liberty to
undertake it, and the task fell to the lot of the compiler.
[f this department is not what it might have been, the
cause may be found in the disadvantages which a layman
must labor under in attempting to write ecclesiastical
history. The Rev. Mr. Welton, rector of Christ Church,
very kindly consented to prepare the history of that chureh,
and his paper will be read with interest by our citizens.

In preparing the notes on the early families of the
town, it was the writer’s intention at first to make them
much more complete and extensive. But the little in-
terest in the matter manifested by the families concerned,
and the great labor and expense involved in compiling
any thing like a complete history of the thirty or forty
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families mentioned, led him to abridge the work, and to
give the matter in the form of notes taken chiefly from
the town and parish records. 'The fact that the record of
some families is given more fully than that of others, is
not owing to any partiality on the author’s part, but to
the fact that these families interested themselves enough
in the matter to furnish the data called for.

By reference to the title-page it will be scen that the
modern method of spelling the name of the town—Redding
—is adopted rather than the ancient—Reading. Legally,
no such town as Ieading exists in Connecticut, since, both
in the act of incorporation and on the probate scal, the
name is spelled Redding; and inquiry clicits the fact
that the majority of the cilizens prefer the latter method
of spelling. It is the opinion of the writer, however, that
the original name of the town was Reading, and that if
historical precedents are to be followed it should be so
named now. In all old documents among the State ar-
chives, and in the ancient records of Fairfield (where the
name first occurs), the orthography is Reading. In the
town and socicty records it is spelled either Redding or
Reding, rarely Reading. Rev. Moses Hill, a gentleman
well versed in the antiquities of the town, informs me that
at the time of its incorporation,in 1767, a meeting was
held, at which it was voted that the name of the new town
should be Redding ; and the fact that in the original bill
incorporating it the name Reading has been crossed out
and that of Redding substituted, would seem to point to
some such action on the part of the town. I find no
entry of any such action, however, in the town records.

The books consulted in the preparation of the volume
have been Barber’s ¢ Historical Collections of Connecti-
cut,”” Hollister’s ‘¢ History of Connecticut,”” De For-
rest’s ““ Indians of Connecticut,”” Teller’s ¢ History of
Ridgefield,”” the Congregational Year-Book, and Stevens’
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¢ History of Methodism.”” The author’s thanks are due
Mr. Lemuel Sanford, our efficient town-clerk, for ready
access to the town records, and for many valuable hints
and suggestions ; also to Messrs. Thomas Sanford, William
E. Duncomb, Daniel Sanford, David S. Bartram, James
Sanford, and David H. Miller, for efficient aid in the prep-
aration of the work. He is also indebted to Rev. Moses
Hill, of Norwalk, for data of the Hill and Barlow families ;
and to Mr. A. B. Hull, of Danbury, for many papers and
documents relating to the history of the town.
(OR 161y L
ReppiNeg, March 1, 1880.
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PHYSICAL HISTORY.

‘ READING, 60 miles south-west of Hartford, about
5 miles long by 6} wide, with an area of 32 square miles. The
Saugatuck River crosses it through the middle, north and
south ; and the Norwalk River is in the west part. The
forest trees are oak, nut trees, ete. Population in 1830,
1686.”— United States Gazetteer, 1833.

¢ Like many of the New England villages, it is scattered,
and beautifully shaded with elms, maples, and syca-
mores.”’—Lossing, Field-Book of the Revolution.

 The geological character of the town, as throughont
Western Connecticut is mefamorphic. Granitic and por-
phyritic rocks, and especially micaceouns schists, predom-
inate. The minerals are such as are familiar in such
rocks—hornblende, garnet, kyanite, tremolite, ete. In the
western part of the town are deposits of magnesian lime-
stone (or dolomite), much of which is quite pure,
though some of it contains tremolite and other impurities.
The other mineral features of the town are not specially
noteworthy, or of general interest. The soil is probably,
in the main, the result of the disintegration of the under-
lying rocks.”’— Notes of Rev. Jokn Dickinson.



HISTORY O REDDING.

CHAPTER 1.
PRELIMINARY SETTLEMENT.

Tur history of the early settlement of Redding
differs radically from that of any of the neighboring
towns. A new settlement was generally formed by
a company of men, who purchased of the Indians a
tract of land in the wilderness, had it secured to
them by a charter from the General Assembly, and
also surveyed and regularly laid out, and then
removed to it with their wives and families. Dan-
bury, Newtown, and Ridgefield were settled in this
manner ; but Redding at the time of its first settle-
ment was a part of the town of Fairfield, and so
continned for mnearly forty years—a fact which
makes it much more difficult to collect the frag-
ments of its early history and to accurately define its
original metes and bounds. Fairfield formerly ex-
tended to the cross highway leading from the Centre
to Redding Ridge, and the entire southerly portion
of Redding was given by that town on the erection
of the former into a parish in 1729. This portion of
Redding was probably surveyed as early as 1640,
being included in the purchase made by the proprie-
tors of Fairfield in 1639. Between Fairfield north

)
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2 IHISTORY OF REDDING.

bounds and the towns of Ridgefield, Danbury, and
Newtown was an oblong tract of uncecupied land,
whose bounds were about the same as those that
now exist between Redding and the towns above
named : this tract was variously called, in the early
records, the ‘‘oblong,” the ‘ peculiar,” and the
‘“comon lands.” It was claimed by a petty tribe
of Indians, whose fortified village was on the high
ridge a short distance south-west of the present resi-
dence of Mr. John Read. This tribe consisted of
disaffected members of the Potatucks of Newtown.
and the Paugussetts of Milford, with a few stragglers
from the Mohawks on the west.

Their chief was Chickens Warrups, or Sam Mo-
hawk, as he was sometimes called. President Stiles
says in his ‘‘ Itinerary’’ that he was a Mohawk
sagamore, or under-chief, who fled from his tribe
and settled first at Greenfield Hill, but having killed
an Indian there he was again obliged to flee, and
then settled in Redding. All the Indian deeds to
the early settlers were given by Chickens, and
Naseco, who seems to have been a sort of sub-chief.
The chief, Chickens, figures quite prominently in
the early history of Redding ; he seems to have been
a strange mixture of Indian shrewdness, rascality,
and cunning, and was in continual difficulty with
the settlers concerning the deeds which he gave
them. In 1720 he was suspected by the colonists
of an attempt to bring the Mohawks and other
western tribes down upon them, as is proved by the
following curious extract from the records of a
meeting of the governor and counecil held at New
Haven, September 15th, 1720 :
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‘Tt having been represented to this board that an
Indian living near Danbury, called Chickens, has
lately received two belts of wampumpeag from cer-
tain remote Indians—as it is said, to the west of
Hudson River—with a message expressing their de-
sire to come and live in this colony, which said mes-
senger is to be conducted by aforesaid Chickens to
the Indians at Potatuck, and Wiantenuck, and Po-
quannuck, in order to obtain their consent for their
coming and inhabiting among them ; and that here-
upon our frontier towns are under considerable ap-
prehensions of danger from Indians, fearing that the
belts have been sent on some bad design :

“ It is Resolved, That Captain John Sherman, of
Woodbury, and Major John Burr, of Fairfield, tak-
ing with them Thomas Minor, of Woodbury, or such
other interpreter as they shall judge meet, do repair
immediately to said Indians at Potatuck and Wian-
tenuck, and cause the said Chickens, to whom the
belts and messengers were sent, to attend them, and
to make the best inquiry they can into the truth of
said story, and what may be the danger of said mes-
sage, and as they shall see cause, take proper order
that the said Indian with the belts, and the principal
or chief of the Potatuck and Wiantenuck Indians,
attend the General Court at its next session, to re-
ceive such orders as may be useful to direct them in
their behavior in relation thereunto ; and that Major
Burr return home by way of Danbury, that the in-
habitants there and in those western parts may be
quieted as to their apprehensions of danger from the
Indians, if upon inquiry they find there is no just
ground for them.”’

The first deed or grant of land in the ‘ oblong”
within my knowledge was given to Mr. Cyprian
Nichols in 1687. This grant, in Secretary Wylly’s
handwriting, reads as follows :
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“ At a General Court held at Hartford, October 13,

1687.

“This Court grants Mr. Cyprian Nichols two
hundred acres of land where he can find it, provided
he take it up where it may not prejudice any former
grant to any particular person or plantation; and
the surveyors of the next plantation are hereby ap-
pointed to lay out the same, he paying for it.

““ CALEB STANLEY.”

Captain Nichols ‘‘ took up” his grant in that part
of the ‘‘oblong” which is now Lonetown, as is
shown by the following document :

“Marcn 1, AD. 1711,

*‘ Then laid out ye Grant of two hundred acres of
land granted by ye General Cowrt to Capt. Cyp-
rian Nichols, Oct. 13, 1687, as follows, viz., be-
ginning at a great Chestnut tree marked on ve
south and west side, and J. R. set upon it, standing
at ye south end of Woolt Ridge, a little below Dan-
bury bounds, thence running west one hundred rods
to a Walnut tree marked ontwo sides, then running
south one mile to a red oak tree marked, then run-
ning east one hundred rods to a black oak tree
marked, then running north one mile to the Chest-
nut tree first mentioned. An heap of stones lying
at ye root of each of ye trees. We say then thus
laid out by us,

Tromas Hoxr,
DaNIEL TAYLOR,
Surveyors of ye Town of Danbury.
‘“ Entered in ye public book of En-
trys for Surveys of Land, folio 14,
per Hezekiah Wyllys, Secretary,
March 21, 1711.”

The next two grants in this tract of which we
have any record were made, the first, May 7th, 1700,
to Mr. Daniel Hilton, and the second October 10th,
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1706, to Mr. Richard Hubbell. They were laid out
nearly at the same time, and side by side with the
preceding grant, as follows :
““ MARCH 3RD, A.D. 1711,

“ Then laid out ye Grant of two hundred acres of
land made by ye General Court to Mr. Daniel Hil-
ton, May 7, 1700, and ye Grant of one hundred
acres, gmnted October 10th, 1706, by ye General
Court to Mr. Richard Hubbell all in’ one piece as
followeth, viz., Beginning at a Walnut tree marked,
and J. R. upon it, St’lndln(" a little way North East
from ye Hog Ridge, between Danbury and Fairfield,
thence running two hundred and emhtv rods north-
erly to a Red ‘Oak tree marked, on ye West 'side. of
Stadly Ridge, thence running eabtelly one hundred
and eighty- Hour rods to the Little River at two Elm
Staddles and a Red Oak, marked, thence running
Southerly, west of ye river, and pounded upon 1t
two hundred and eighty rods to a bitter Walnut tree
marked, thence running one hundred and sixty rods
wester ly to the Walnut tree first mentioned, thus and
then laid out by us,

TroomAas Hovyr,
DaANIEL TAYLOR,
Surveyors of the Town of Danbury.”’

These grants were purchased, probably before they
were laid out, by Mr. John Read, one of the earliest
actual settlers of Redding. Mr. Read was a gentle-
man of education, and later became an eminent law-
yer in Boston. He was withal something of a wag,
as is proven by an Indian deed given him about this
time, which he drew up, and which was—what
rarely happens-—a humorous as well as a legal pro-
duct;on * Tt reads as follows :

* For this paper and several others that follow, I am mdebted to
Mr. George Read, of Redding, a lineal descendant of Colonel Read,
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“Know all men by these crooked Scrawls &
Seals, yt. we Chickens, alias Sam Mohawk, &
Naseco, do solemnly declare yt. we are owners of
yt tract of land called Lonetown, fenced round be-
tween Danbury and Fairfield, and Jno. Read, Govr.
& Commander in Chief there of, & of the Domin-
ions yr-upon depending, desiring to please us, hav-
ing plied the foot, and given us three pounds in
money, & promised us an house nextautumn. In
consideration yr'of, we do hereby give and grant to
him and his heirs the farm above mentioned, corn
appertaining, & further of our free will—motion
& soverain pleasure make ye land a manour, In-
dowing ye land with ye privileges yr of, and create
the sd. John Read, Lord Justice and Soverain Pon-
tift of the same to him and his heirs forever : Wit-
ness our crooked marks and borrowed Seals, this
seventh day of May, Anno Regni, Anno Dei, Gratia
Magna Brittannia, and Regina Decimo Tertio, Anno
Dom’r, 1714.

¢ Cl1eckeNs, alias h>l<s
Saym Mouawk, e
[2 -
his
NASECO X
mark.
Sealed and delivered in presence of
his
Wixnay, X
mark.
his
Liacus, 4@
crook.
NATHAN GoLD.
her
MarTtHA HARNEY, X
mark.

“The above mentioned Chickens & Naseco—
personally appearcd & acknowledged ye above
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Instrument yr free aet and chearful deed in Fair-
field, ye 7th of May, 1714,
before mnie, ,
N. GoLp,
Dept. Goor.”

About 1723 Captain Samuel Couch of Fairfield
appears as a large landholder in Redding, and his
operations there seem to have caused the settlers no
little uneasiness. The General Court of 1712 had
ordered that all the lands lying between Danbury
and Fairfield, not taken up by actual settlers, should
be sold in Fairfield at public vendue. The land,
however, was not sold until the Augnst of 1722,
when it was bid off by Captain Couch for himself
and Nathan Gold, Esq. No notice of the vendue
was given to the settlers at Redding, and when news
of the sale reached. them they became very much
excited and indignant, and Mr. Read at once drew
up the following protest and petition, which was
signed by the farmers and presented to the next
General Court at New Haven. It is noteworthy
from the fact that the Quaker system of dates is
used.

“ At a General Court held at New Haven, Sth,
10th, 1723.

“To the Honor'ble the General Court:

‘“ John Read in behalf of himself and the rest of
the farmers or proprietors of farms between Dan-
bury and Fairfield, humbly sheweth,

‘““That the Hon’ble Nathan Gold, Esq., late de-
ceased, and Peter Burr, Esq.. as Agents for ye Col-
ony, held a Vandue lately at Fairfield about ye time
of ye Superior Courts sitting yr in August last, and
sold to Capt. Samuel Couch, who bid for himself and
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for s’d Nathan Gold, Esq., all ye Jand between Fair-
field and Danbury not before disposed of for the sum
of —— ——  Yr humble pet'rs conceive the same
ought not to be ratified : because ye same was done so
nnexpectedly, and without sufficient notice, none of
us most nearly concerned knew any thing of it : if ye
order of ye General Court had been freshly passed,
ye less notice was need full, but lying ten or twelve
vears, sufficient notice was not given, and well con-
sidered it cant be good. The inconveniences are in-
tolerable ; the place is now growing to be a village
apace. Ye lands purchased are but ye

over and over for farms.

“The remaining Scraps will be a very lean and
scanty allowance for a comon, and (are) absolutely
necessary to accommodate the place with hiways,
and some strips left on purpose for ye use and ye
surveying of the farms—Several farms interfere
throngh mistakes and such interfers must be sup-
plied elsewhere ; now in such circumstances it was
never the hard fate of any poor place to have ye
shady Rock at their door, and ye path out of town
or about town sold away from them by ye General
Court. Therefore humbly praying ye Hon’ble
Court to grant ye same to ye proprietors of farms
there in proportion for a common and hiways, or
if the same seem too much, since some persons have
bid a sum for our hiways we pray to buy them at
first hands, and will pay this Hon’ble Court for the
same as much as ye Court shall sett upon, and
remain your honor’s most obedient servants.

“Jxo. REaD.”

When the matter came before the Court, Mr. Read
produced several witnesses to show that the vendue
was conducted in an unseemly and illegal manner ;
among them Mr. Jonathan Sturges, who deposed as
follows :
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¢ Some of the Company began to bid for s’d land,
and some of the Company desired that -Mr. Stone
who was there present, would pull out his watch
and that the time for bidding should be but ten
minutes, and the watch was laid down on the table ;
for a little time the people bid but slowly; but
when they perceived the ten minutes to be near out,
they began to bid very briskly, and when it come to
the last minute, the people bid more quickly, and at
the last they bid so quick after one another that it
was hard to distinguish whose bid it was; at the
very minute the tenth minute ended ; but I, stand-
ing near the watch, spoke and said, ¢ the time is out,
and it’s Capt. Couch’s bid,” but I am certain Thomas
Hill bid twenty shillings more.” ”’

Mr. Read .did not succeed in his attempt to have
the sale set aside, and the lands were adjudged to the
purchasers. Captain Couch seems to have disposed
of an interest in a part of his purchase to Thomas
Nash, of Fairfield, and in 1723 the two received a
joint patent for the same : this patent is a curious
and valuable document and is given entire :

“ Whereas, the Governor and Company of the
English Colony of Connecticut, in General Court as-
sembled at Hartford, the 8th day of May Anno
Domini 1712, did order and enact that all those lands
(lying within the said Colony) between Danbury on
the north, and the towns of Fairfield and Norwalk
on the south, should be sold at Public Vendue, and
by said aet did fully authorize and empower the
Hon®¢ Nathan Gold and Peter Burr Esq. both of
the town of Fairfield aforesaid, to make sale and
dispose of the §'d same lands accordingly, and
whereas the s’d Nathan Gold and Peter Burr in pur-
suance and by force and virtne of the aforesaid act,
did by their deed in writing, executed in due form
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bearing date this first day of May, Anno Domini,
1723, for a valuable sum of money paid by Samuel
Couch and Thomas Nash, both of the town afores’d,
Grant, sell, and convey unto them the s’d Samuel
Couch and Thomas Nash, one hundred acres of s’d
land bounded and butted as follows, that is to say,
lying within six rods of the north bounds line of the
townships afores’d, and on both sides of the road
that leads from Norwalk to Danbury, and lying the
whole length of the one hundred acres formerly
laid out-to s’d Thomas Nash and bounded westerly
by the s’d Thomas Nash, and from the north east
corner of §’d Nash, his bound being a black oak
stump, that stands on the land, and a small box
wood tree marked in course, running northerly, sixty
eight degrees, eastwardly thirty two rods to a white
oak staddle, thence South forty three degrees and
thirty minutes, eastwardly fifty rods to a roek, and
stones on the same, that stands on the eastward side
of a brook that runs by the southerly end of
Umpawaug Hill, between the s’d brook and Danbury
road, and from s’d Rock to run North sixty eight
degrees, Eastwardly eighty six rods to a mass of
stones, then South twenty two degrees, Eastwardly,
one hundred and thirteen rods to a white oak sap-
ling, marked, standing on the aforementioned North
bounds line of Fairfield, then by s’d line one
hundred and forty rods up to the South East corner
of s’d Nash, his one hundred aecres, Danbury road
being allowed in above measure of six rods wide, and
the hiway by the Township’s line of six rods wide,
and whereas the s'd Samuel Couch, and Thomas
Nash, have humbly desired that they may have a
particular grant of s’d Governor and Company made
(by Patent) unto them, their heirs and assigns for
the same land bounded butted and described, under
the seal of the s’d Colony, know ye therefore, that
the Governor and Company of the s’"d Colony, in
pursuance, and by virtue of the powers granted unto
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them by our late Sovereign Lord, King Charles the
Second of blessed memory, in, and by his Majestie’s
letters patent under the great seal of England bear-
ing date the three and twentieth day of April, in the
fourteenth year of his s’d Majestie’s Reign, have
given and granted, and by these presents, for them
their heirs and successors do give grant, ratifie, and
confirm unto them the s’d Samuel Couch and Thomas
Nash, their heirs and assigns forever, all the s’d
peice or parcell of land containing one hundred acres
be the same more or less, butted and bounded as
afores’d, and all and singular, the woods, timber,
under woods, lands, waters, brooks, ponds, fishings,
fowlings, mines, minerals and precious stones, upon
or within the s’d piece or parcell of land, here by
granted or mentioned, or intended to be granted as
afores’d, and all and singular, the rights, members,
hereditaments and appurtenances of the same, and
the reversion or reversions. remainder or remainders,
—profits, privileges whatsoever, of and in the s’d
peice or parcell of land or every or any part thereof.
To have and to hold the s’d one hundred acres of
Jand hereby granted with all and singular, its appur-
tenances unfo them the s’d Samuel Couch and Thomas
Nash, their heirs and assigns to and for their own
proper use, benefit, and behoof from the day of the
date hereof, and from time to time, and at all times
forever here after, as a good, sure, lawful, absolute,
indefeasible estate of Inheritance in Fee simple,
withont any condition, limitation, use, or other
thing to alter change, or make void the same. To
be holden of our Sovereign Lord, King George, his
heirs and suecessors, as of his Majestie’s Manor of
Idast Greenwicl, in the county of Kent, in the King-
dom of England, in free and common soccage and
not in cappitee, nor by Knight service ; they yield-
ing and paying therefor to our Sovereign Lord the
King, his heirs and successors forever, only the fifth
part of all the oar of Gold and Silver, which from
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time to time, and at all times hereafter shall be got-
ten, had or otherwise obtained ; in lieu of all rents,
services, duties and demands whatsoever according to
charter. In witness whereof, we the s’d Governor
and Company have caused the Seal of the 8’d Colony
to be hereunto affixed, the fourteenth day of May,
Anno George, Magna Brittannize &c. Annoque Do-
mini 1723.
G. SALTONSTALL,
Gorvernor.
¢ By order of the Governor,
HezExkian WYLLYS,
Secretary.”

Subsequently Captain Couch purchased of the In-
dians a tract of land lying in Lonetown, contiguous
to the estate of Mr. John Read, and which a few
yvears later he sold to that gentleman. The deed
was given by Chickens, and some of its provisions
caused considerable trouble to the colonists in later
years. This deed is as follows :

[

“Know all men whom it may concern that I
Chicken an Indian Saggamore living between Fair-
field, Danbury, Ridgefield and Newtown, at a place
called Lonetown in the county of Fairfield in the
Colony of Connecticut, in New England, for and in
consideration of twelve pounds, six %hlllm gs, al-
ready paid unto me by Samuel Couch of F‘luﬁeld
husbandman, have given, granted, bargained, sold,
confirmed, and firmly made over unto “said Samuel
Couch, his heirs and assigns forever, all the lands,
lying, being and situate between the aforesaid towns
of Danbury, Fairfield, Newtown, and Ridgefield,
exeept what has been by letters patent from the
Governor and Company of this Colony of Connecti-
cut made over unto any Person or persons or for
any particular or public use. To have and to hold
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unto the said Samuel Couch, and to his heirs and
assigns forever the aforesaid granted and described
lands or unpatented premises, with all the privi-
leges and appurtenances thereunto belonging, orany
manner of way appertaining, affirming myself to be
the true owner, and sole proprietor of said land and
have just, firm, and only right to dispose of the
same. ZReserving inthewhole of the same, liberty
Jor myself and my lheirs to hunt, fish and fowl
upon the land and in the waters, and jfurther
reserving for myself, my children, and grand
children and their posterity the use of so much land
by my present dwelling house or wigwam as the
General Assembly of the Colony by themselves cr
a Committee indfferently appointed shall judge
necessary for my or their personal improvement,
that is to say my Children, children’ s children
and posterity, furthermore 1 the said Chickens
do covenant, promise, and agree, to and with the
said Samuel Couch, that I the said Chickens, my
heirs, executors, and administrators, the said de-
scribed lands and bargained premises, unto the said
Samuel Couch his heirs ete. against the claims and
demands of all manner of persons whatever, to war-
rant and forever by these presents defend. In con-
firmation of the above premises I the said Chickens
set to my hand and seal this 18th day of February
Anno Domini one thousand seven hundred and
twenty four five Annoque Regis. ete.”
his
CHICKENS, X  Saggamore.
mark

But the proprietors of Redding could not long rest
satisfied with the sale that had placed in the hands
of two men nearly all the nnoccupied lands lying in
the ‘‘ peculiar,” and in 1725 made a second and, so
far as appears, unsuccessful attempt to reverse the for-
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mer decision of the Court. This attempt took the
shape of a petition, and was as follows :

“ 7o tlhe Honorable the General Court to be holden
at Hartford on the Second Thursday of May,
1725. TILE EARNEST PRAYER

Of the inhabitants, and of those that have farms

in a certain tract of land lying between Fairfield and

Danbury, Newtown and Richfield, with whom the

Proprietory of a certain division of Land in Fairfield

importunately joins—

“Wuereas the Honorable General Assembly of
this Colony hath in several of their Sessions. been
pleased out of their great goodness & generosity to
give unto some of your humble Petitioners & to others
of them to sell certain Parcells of Land between the
aforesaid towns & many of your Petitioners that
they might get a comfortable maintenance & thereby
be better able to serve their country have removed
from their former habitations with great families of
Children unto sd Land where we by ye blessing of
God on our Industry have (passed) through (the)
many difficulties that generally attend such new &
Wooden Habitations and have now yet to go through,
which are by us insuperable—but reflecting upon
your Honor’s accustomed Goodness, ready protec-
tion, and willing encouragement towards all such
that have been under ye like circumstances as we
now are, makes us far from despairing of Living
like rational Creatures and Christians in a very few
years, and under our present Circumstances we
have often the neighboring Ministers preaching ye
word of God to us, and when your Honors shall be
pleased to grant this our earnest & necessary request
our number of Inhabitants will immediately be
greatly renewed & we soon able to obtain a Minister
& give him an honorable support—and that is to
grant the vacant land that lies in slips and pieces
between ye Land already given and sold to your
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Petitioners to lye for a perpetual Comon {or ye good
of yve Parish : otherwise your poor Petitioners living
at a great distance from any place where the public
worship of God is attended, must be obliged and
their Posterity after them to be soon as the Hathen
are—without the outward and ordinary means of Sal-
vation, the Thought of which makes us now most
" importunately address your Honors with this our
Request making no doubt but yt ye desire your
Honors have & the great care you have always taken
to promote & encourage Religion—will also now be
moved to grant your poor Petitioners their Request,
it being no more than your Honors have often done
even unto every new Plantation, many of which are
not nor never will be comparable unto this. Your
Honors, granting us this our Request, and it will
be as we humbly conceive the most profitable way
for ye good of this Colony to dispose of ye land for
a perpetual comon, for ye good of a Parish than any
other way whatsoever : for a flourishing and large
Parish such as we are assnred this will make will
soon pay more into ye Public Treasury than the
whole of the Land would do if it were now to be
sold : and not only so, but your poor Petitioners &
their Posterity preserved from Heathenism & Infidel-
ity : for if your Honors should not grant the Land
for a ecommon for the good of a Parish your poor
Petitioners—the most of us at least, must be shut
within the compass of our own land, & cant pos-
sibly get off unless we trespass, or gain the shift yt
the birds of the air have, neither to market nor meet-
ing & we & our Posterity forever unable to have a
settled Minister & your Honors may easily conceive
how greatly disadvantageous to our Temporal In-
terest, which is so great an act of cruelty and hard-
ship that never yet was experienced from your Hon-
ors & your Petitioners humbly beg they may not :
but yt they may be sharers with their neighbors in
your Honor’s thoughtful care and regard for them —-

““ And if your Honors in their Prudence and Wis-
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dom shall think it best to sell the aforesaid Land
yvour Petitioners humbly beg they may have the
first offer of it, who are always ready to give as
much as any shall or will let it lye for a perpetual
Common, & your humble Petitioners beg and most
earnestly desire the Land may not be sold from
their doors or confirmed to any yt pretend they
have bought it: for whatever pretended sale there
has been made thereof already we humbly conceive
that it was not with the proper Power & Legality
that it ought to be confirmed : and as for its being
purchased of the Indian (who both English and In-
dian acknowledge has a good Indian title to it viz.
Chicken, is by what we can learn by the Indian himn-
self & ye circumstances of, a sligh peice of policy &
we fear Deceit, ye latter of which the Indian con-
stantly affirms it to be, for his design as he saith,
and being well acquainted with him, living many of us
near him have great reason to believe ?ﬁm, was to
sell but a small (511 antity, about two or three hundred
acres, but in ye deed ye whole of the land is compre-
hended, which when the Indian heard of it he was
greatly enraged, and your Petitioners humbly beg
vt such a sale may not be confirmed, lest it prove
greatly disadvantageous to this Colony & ecause
much bloodshed, as instances of ye like nature have
in all Probability in our neighboring Provinces —
. ““Your Petitioners most earnestly & heartily beg
that your Honors would think on them & grant them
their request, & your Petitioners as in duty bound
shall ever pray—

JonN READ, Wit s Hing,
TIIOMAS WILLIAMS, DAN'LL CROFOOT,
STEPHEN MOREHOUSE, EBeEnEzErR HULL,
BENJAMIN HAMBLETON, Asa HALL,
BENJAMIN FRANKLIN, JosEru MEEKER,
MoseEs Kxarp, DAN’L LyoN,
Natnan Lyox, Tuoymas HiLy,
Bexasan Harvr, " GEeorGE HuLL.

¢ And we, ye Proprietors of a certain Division of
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Land in Fairfield called ye Longlots most heartily
join with your Honor’s above Petitioners in their
needful Request to you, & as we your humble pe-
titioners being well acquainted with the circumstances
of them—they being our Children Friends & Neigh-
bors & concerned greatly for their welfare do ear-
nestly beg that your Honors would consider how
melancholy a thing it is, that these poor people
should live destitute of the means of grace for want
only of your small encouragement which to give them
would not only be ‘most certainly very pleasing to
Almighty God but would likewise enrich this Colony
if a large & Rich Parish will any ways contribute
thereto, & as your Petitioners Land runs to & ad-
joyns to ye aforesaid Vacant Land, We for the good
of a Parish, thereby to advantage your above poor
Petitioners are willing & very ready to give in Two
miles of our land adjoining to the afores’d Vacant
Land to be within the Parish ; & are assured if your
Honors would grant the afores’d Land to be for a
Comon there soon would be a Flourishing Parish ;
& being so well acquainted with the Circum-
stances of the above Petitioners that we cant but
earnestly & Pathetically entreat your Honors to
grant their Request.

¢ & your Petitioners as in Duty bound shall ever
Pray..”

Moszes DiMon, JosEPHT WILSON,
Jonn HIDE, JouuN WIIEELER,
m i

Tmo. Hivr, JOIN STURGES,
CorneELius Hurr, Joserit WHEELER,
Er1zaBETH BURR, TIOMAS SANFORD,
JONA STURGIS, JonN MORENOUSE,
Joux Smith, JoseErn ROWLAND,
Tiap’s BURR, WiLnian Hivi,
ANDREW BURR, NATHAN GoLD,
SAMUEL WAKEMAX, JoIN GoLD,
SAMUEL SQUIRES, ROBERT SILLIMAN,
"EZEKIEL SANFORD, DANIEL MOREIIOUSE.

RosErT TURNEY, JER.,
3
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The settlement of Georgetown seems to have been
begun at about the same time as the other portions
of the town, though the present village has had but
a short existence.

The first settlers in that section seem to have been
Benjamin and Isaac Rumsey, one of whom lived in
a house that stood in the old orchard east of Aaron
Osborne’s, and the other near the site of the present
homestead of Mr. 8. M. Main. As early as 1721
Robert Rumsey, of Fairfield, bought of John Apple-
gate a large tract of land located in what is now the
village of Georgetown. In 1724 he willed this land
to his three sons, Benjamin, Isaac, and Robert. Ben-
jamin and Isaac were actual settlers on this tract,
and the former’s estate was inventoried and dis-
tributed in 1744.

The earliest settlers located their houses on the
three fertile ridges that now formm the most strik-
ing as well as beautiful features of our landscape.
The valleys were avoided, as being literally in the
shadow of death from the miasms which they en-
gendered ; the hills, according to the early writers,
were open, dry, and fertile, 'and, being compara-
tively healthful, were in almost all cases selected as
sites for the infant settlements. At that day they
were covered, like the valleys, with continuous for-
ests of oak, chestnut, hickory, and other native
woods, from which every autumn the Indians re-
moved the underbrush by burning, so that they as-
sumed the appearance of natural parks: Indian
paths wound through the forest, often selected with
so much engineering skill as to be followed later
by the highways of thesettlers. There were ‘‘ long-
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drawn aisles and fretted vaults’” in these verdant
temples, nooks of outlook, and open, sunny glades,
which were covered with tufts of long coarse grass;
groves of chestnut and hickory afforded shelter to
whole colonies of squirrels—black, gray, and red.
Other game was abundant. Deer, wild turkeys.
water fowl, quail, partridges, an occasional bear, and,
in the autumn, immense flocks of wild pigeons dark-
ened the air with their numbers. Panthers were
seen rarely ; wolves were abundant, and the otter
and beaver fished and builded in the rivers. Both
tradition and the written accounts agree in ascribing
to the rivers an abundance of fish : Little River is
especially mentioned as being the favorite home of
the trout, and tradition asserts that scarcely four
generations ago they were so abundant in that
stream that the Indian boys wounld scoop them up
in the shallows with their hands.

According to tradition, the three first houses in the
town were built nearly at the same time. One wasin
Boston district, where Mr. Noah Lee’s house now
stands, the second in the centre, on the site of Captain
Dayvis’s present residence, and the third in Lonetown,
built by Mr. John Read, and which occupied the site
of Mr. Aaron Treadwell’s present residence. It is re-
lated of the lady of the house in the Boston distriet,
that, becoming frightened one day at the conduct of
a party of Indians who entered her house bearing an
animal unmentionabie to ears polite, which they
ordered her to cook, she seized her babe, and fled
with it two miles through the forest path to her
nearest neighbor at the Centre, arriving there safe-
ly, though breathless and exhausted. It is fair
to assume, however, that erelong neighbors were
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nearer. Settlers began to flock in from Stratford,
Fairfield, and Norwalk ; several families moved here
from Ridgefield and Danbury, and the settlement
began to assume quite the appearance of a popu-
lous community. It is not, however, until 1723 that
we get any authentic record of the names of the in-
habitants or of their entire number. In that year a
petition was presented to the General Court praying
that the settlement might be constituted a parish ;
and which bears the signatures of twenty-five of the
planters or settlers of Redding. This invaluable
paper has been preserved in the State Archives at
Hartford, and is as follows : ;

“May 9th, 1723. At a General Courtin Hartford.

“ 7o the Howble the Gov'nr, Assistants and Dep-
uties in Gen’ll Court Assembled.

“To this Hon’ble Court yr hon’rs most humble
pet’rs hereunto subscribing, settlers and well wishers
to the settlement of a plantation between Fairfield
and Danbury, Humbly Shew, That there is a Tract
of land lying between Fairfield and Danbury, Ridge-
field and Newtown and without all ye claims of the
largest pretenders of those towns, containing about
two miles wide, north and south, and six miles long
East and West, mostly laid out in particular farms,
so that when the farms that casnally interfere on
others are made up, there will not be one hundred
acres of any value left in the whole.

¢ On these farms are one half dozen housen set up,
and many more going to be set up, and therefore we
humbly conceive it is of great necessity for ye use of
them, that are come and coming, and for ye incour-
agement of others to come, to take some prudent
care for the establishment of Divine service in that
place. That forasmuch as the distance from this
‘land to Fairfield church measures about fourteen
miles or better, that is the part on which will cer-
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tainly be most of the inlargement made, and on that
side the bounds of those lands uncertain ; for the
erant of 12 miles from the sea given to Fairtield, as
far as we can learn has never yet been measured, as
it ought long since to have been done. Your hon’rs
pet’rs therefore humbly pray that a Com’tee may
be appointed to measure out the twelve miles granted-
to Fairfield from the —— and put the vacant land,
if any shall then appear into the hands of a Com’tee
of ye Court to be dealt out to such as will settle on
and improve the same, at such price as will bear ye
charge of ye Com’tee therein, first laying out a farm
of 200 acres for ye ministry, 200 for a school, and as
much for the first minister that shall settle there,
and annex the whole to the town of Fairfield. Set-
tling the bounds of the parish to comprehend so
much of the west end of ye long lots of Fairfield as
may make it near square at ye discretion of ye
Com’tee upon ye view of it when ye proprietors of
the long lots shall settle their end they may pay
their dues there (if they will not be so good as to
fling up the west end to a public use, which would
doubtless be their private advantage also.
“Yr hon’rs most humble pet’rs,

NaTmaN Picker, TiroMAs WILLIAMS,
GERsuoM MOREITOUSE, Asa Havry,

Jonx Havrr, Josnva HuLL,
Fraxcis HawLr, Davip Crorur,
RoBERrT CHAUNCEY, JNo. READ,
Worcort CIiAUNCELY, Isaiann HuLy,
DaNtgrn, ————* MOSES KNAPP,
WiLoian Hrnn, Jr., BENJAMIN STURGES,
PriLrie Jupp, SAN’L HALL,
NATIIAN ADANMS, Joun REaD, 2d,
STEPITEN MOREHOUSE, Burerss Harr,

BENJAMIN FAYERWEATHER, Isaac HaLr.
Tuomas BamLey,”’

* Illegible.



W
W

HISTORY OF REDDING.

Fairfield, as was to be expected, opposed the
petition, and her potent influence defeated the meas-
ure, and although it was agitated year by year, it
was not until 1729 that the petitioners effected their
object, and the little settlement blossomed into the
dignity of a parish.

The action of the General Court constituting it a
Parish is thus recorded in the Colonial Records, vol.
vil. pp. 231-2:

¢ Upon the memorial of John Read, in l)eh‘l]f of
himself and the rest of the inhabitants of Lonetow 1,
Chestnutt Ridge, and the peculiar between Fairfield
and Danbury, shewing to this Assembly, the great
difficulty they labor underin attending on the publick
worship of God, and the forwar dness of the town of
Fairfield to encourage them to set up the publick
worship of God among themselves, by conceding
that two miles of the rear end of their long lots be
added to them, in order to the making them a par-
ish, and praying this Assembly that they may be
allowed to be a society for the worship of God, with
the privileges usually granted to such societies or
parishes, and that said society or parish may com-
prize those lands that lie encirculed betwixt the town-
ships of Fairfield, Danbury, Newtown and Ridge-
field, together with the aforesaid two miles of Fair-
field long lots ; and that they may have remitted to
them their country rate during the pleasure of this
Assembly ; and that all the lands aforesaid may be
taxed by the order of said Assembly, and that said
parish may be annexed to Fairfield, and that it be
named Redding. This Assembly grants that the
said Lonetown, Chestnutt Ridge and the peculiar
thereof, be a sometv or parish by themselves, and to
have all the privileges usually granted to societies or
pdllSheS, and that S‘ud sometv or parish shall eom-
prize all those lands that lie encirculed betwixt the
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townships of Fairfield, Danbury, Newtown, and
Ridgetield, together with two miles of the rear end
of Fairfield long lots. Furthermore this Assembly
doth remit to them their country rate for four
vears, excluding those only who decline to joyn with
them for what is prayed for, of being released of
country tax ; and that all the laid out, unimproved
lands within the limits of said parish be taxed at six
shillings a hundred acres per year for four years, and
that the money raised thereby be improved for the
defraying the ministerial charges among them in
:clhat place ; and that said parish be named Red-
ing.”

CHAPTER I1.
REDDING AS A PARISIL

THE parish history of Redding covers a space of
thirty-eight years, and for this period the only
materials we have for our history—except a few en-
tries in the records of the colony—are found in the
record book of the First Church and Society. These
records seem to have been kept with the most piti-
less brevity ; only the barest details were set down,
and if one desires more than the dry facts of this
era, he must draw on his imagination for material.
During this period events happened of the greatest
moment to the colony. Three of the terrible French
and Indian wars occurred, to which Redding contrib-
uted her full share of men and money, although
Fairfield received the credit. Then there were con-
stant alarms of Indians on the border—there were
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hunting and exploring parties into the wilderness,
under the guidance of the friendly Indians, and the
usnal incidents of pioneer life ; all of which would
have been vastly entertaining to the men of to-day,
and which a hundred years ago might have been
taken down from the lips of the actors themselves,
but which has passed away with them forever.
Things spoken vanish, while things written remain,
and the unfriendliness to the pen, of the early set-
tlers, has entailed a sad loss upon their descendants.
It is evident, however, that this was the busiest pe-
riod in the history of the town. The men were
abroad in the clearings from morn till night, felling
the trees, burning, ploughing, sowing, and reaping,
or building churches, school-houses, mills, high-
ways, and bridges. The women remained in the
rude cottages, preparing the simple food, carding
and spinning wool, weaving it into cloth, fashioning
the homely garments of linsey-woolsey and home-
spun, and rearing their large families of rosy, health-
ful children. This is the picture in the barest out-
line ; the imagination of the reader will fill it out at
pleasure : but, as before said, for our details—
acknowledged facts—we must turn to the quaint and
musty records of the Society.

The first Society meeting was held June 5th, 1729
—1less than a month after the parish was organized.
A fuller account of this meeting will be found in
the history of the First Church and Society. The
three first committee-men of the parish, elected at
this meeting, were John Read, George Hull, and
Lemuel Sanford. At this time, too, the ¢ places for
setting up warnings for Society meetings” were de-
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termined on as follows: ‘“In the lane by Ebenezer
Hull, and a Chestnut tree by Mr. John Reads, and
a post set up by Moses Knaps >’ These were the first
sign-posts in the town. - Ebenezer Hull’s house I am
unable to locate. Mr. John Read’s house has al-
ready been located. Mr. Knap lived probably where
Jaines Kerwick now lives.

The next February a parish rate or tax of 2d.
2 far. on the pound was laid, and John Hull was ap-
pointed the first tax-collector ; he received for gath-
ering the rate fourteen shillings. The next year,
February 23d, 1730-1, the rate had risen to 9d.on
the pound, and John Read appears as collector.
The next year, 1732, the first ¢ pound’’ was built by
Mr. John Read, near his house, and at a Society
meeting held January 25th, 1732, he was appointed
‘“key-keeper.”” May 8th, 1732, they petitioned the
General Court to have their north-west corner
bounds settled, Captain Couch bearing the charges.
The same meeting they voted ¢ that there shall be
but one sign-post in this society,” and voted that
this sign-post should be by the meeting-house,
which had been built the preceding year on the com-
mon. Mr. Hun, the first minister, was settled early
in 1783, and the rates that year rose to the high fig-
ure of one shilling on the pound. A very important
entry appears on the records of a meeting held Octo-
ber 17th, 1734, wherein Stephen Burr and Thomas
Williams were appointed a committee to the County
Court to desire the court to choose a committee to
lay out the county road from Chestnut Ridge to
Fairfield town. This road was probably the first
ever laid out through the town, and passed through
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Lonetown, the Centre, and Sanford town, and thence
nearly direct to Fairfield.

December 10th, 1735.—Stephen Burr was appointed
a committee to go to the County Court, and desire
them to send a committee to'lay out necessary high-
ways in that part of the parish above the long lots.

January 26th, 1737.—¢“ Joseph Sanford and Samuel
Sanford were appointed a committee to take charge
of the parsonage money belonging to said parish,
giving a receipt to said parish, and to let the same
at their discretion, and to the best advantage, taking
double security in land, and not to let less than fifty
pounds to one man, and for no longer time than five
vears, and said committee shall be accountable to
the parish committee for the interest of said money,
and also at the period of abovesaid term of five
years, for the principal.”’

December 26th, 1737.—It was ‘¢ voted to have a par-
ish schole, voted to maintain s’d schole by a parish
rate voted that John Read, Joseph Lees, Joseph
Sanford, John Hull, Matthew Lion, Stephen More-
house, and Daniel Lion, shall be a com’tee for s'd
schole, also that s’d schole shall be divided into three
parts, that is to say, five months in that quarter
called the Ridge, and five months in the west side
of the parish near the mill, and two months at Lone-
town, understanding that the centre of division is
the meeting hous, and likewise that Stephen Burr

-belongs to the west side.”” Thus was established the
first school. Subsequent action of the parish in this
direction will be found in the chapter on Schools.

At the above meeting, John Read, Esq., was cho-
sen to represent the society, ‘“ to pray for to be relest
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from paying county rates.” The action of the Gen-
eral Court on this petition is given in Colonial Rec-
ords, vol. viii., p. 176, as follows: ‘‘ Upon the memo-
rial of the Presbyterian society in'the parish of Read-
ing in Fairfield County setting forth to this Assembly
their low circumstances, and praying a remission of
their conntry tax: this Assembly do grant unto the
said society their country tax for the space of four
years next coming.”’

It will be remembered that the bill organizing the
parish in 1729 exempted it from country rates for
four years. In 1733 the Assembly granted them a
further release of four years, and also imposed a
‘“ tax of three shillings per one hundred acres, on all
unimproved lands laid out in said society for the
space of four years, to be exclusive of those lands
belonging to persons of the episcopal persuasion
(who) by our law are discharged from paying taxes
for the support of the ministry allowed by the laws
of this Colony.”’

When the next quadrennium began in 1741, the
parish seems to have been on a better finanecial foot-
ing, and no further taxes were remitted. Apropos
to the above, it may be remarked that in 1737 the
parish rates had risen to 1s. 1d. on the pound.
Continuing our extracts from the parish records, we
find at a meeting held August 22d, 1738, that ‘it
wuas voted to try for town privileges in s’d Society,”’
and Stephen Burr was chosen agent ¢ to see if the
town (i.e. Fairfield) will consent that s’d Society shall
have town privileges.”’

This entry gives a hint of the rapid growth of the
settlement, and of the energy and enterprise of its in-
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habitants. There were many reasons why they desiz-
ed a separation : Fairfield was fourteen miles distant,
and the interests of the two were distinet ; then they
must go to Fairfield to vote, to pay taxes, and to
record deeds and conveyances.  They could not even
have their necessary highways laid out without the
consent of that town ; hence we find them making
early and persistent efforts for town privileges, so
effectually opposed, however, by the mother town.
that it was not until twenty-nine years after that the
town was organized.

In this year, 1739, the place for putting up warn-
ings for the society’s meetings was changed from
Umpawaug to the mill-door. In the vote establish-
ing a school in 1737, reference is made to the mill,
and it is evident that it was erected at a very early
date. The miller and the blacksmith were very
necessary artisans in a new settlement, and grants of
land were in many cases made to induce them to set-
tle : if snch was the fact in Redding no record of it
remains. According to tradition. the first miller was
Jabez Burr, and the first mill stood on the Sauga-
tuck, near the present dwelling of Stephen Burr, a
short distance above where the Nobbs Crook road
crosses the stream.

October 1st, 1740, it was voted to try and get liberty
to have the north of Redding set off for a town, and
in December ‘‘ to have a pound erected on the high-
way southwest of Ebenezer IFerry’s barn provided
he will build it on his own charge,’’ also voted that
‘“ Ebenezer Ferry be key keeper of the pound and
have the profits of it.”” This was the second pound
erected in the parish, the first being at Mr. John
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Read’s. In 1741 they again voted to ask the consent
of the town, that ¢ we may have town privileges.”’

No further entries of importance appear until
1746, when Joseph Sanford was appointed agent for
the parish to ¢“ petition the Superior Court now sit-
ting in Fairfield to appoint a committee to lay out
highways through the lands granted to Capt.
Jouch and Company in s'd parish’’ (these lands were
in Umpawaug). In 1747 a list of the parish officers
is given. They were as follows: Lemuel Sanford,
selectman ; Adam Clark, constable ; Daniel Meeker,
David Knapp, grand-jurymen; Thomas Taylor,
James Gray, James. Morgain, Joseph Hawley, Jos-
eph Bradley, Jabez Burr, surveyors of highway ;
Ebenezer Couch, Thomas Taylor, listers; William
Burritt, John Mallory, tithing men ; Lieutenant
Stephen Burr, Joseph Hawley, fence viewers; Al-
len Lee, key-keeper for the pound.

January 23d, 1749, it was voted that ‘‘ Kphraim
Jackson shall procure a copy of the doings of the
Gteneral Assembly concerning highways in the coun-
try in this parish,”” and at the same time complaint
was made against Daniel Deane, the Society’s col-
lector for the year previous, for his ‘‘ mismanage-
ment ’’ in collecting the rate, and it was voted ¢‘ that
the committee shall prosecute him in case he shall
not satisfy them.”” This action seems to have been
carried to Mr. Deane at once, for he the next day
makes this humble apology :

*“ REDDING, Jzinuary 24, 1749.
“To Mr. Jelhw Burr, Mr. Steplen Betts, and Mr.

Samuel Sanford, Committee men for said Red-

ding :

¢ GENTLEMEN, I understand you have declared



30 HISTORY OF REDDING.

that there is some mismanagement in the rate that I
have to gather in the year 1748, and you seem to
think that [ have done the same, and if you insist
upon it, I desire your forgiveness: in so doing you
will much oblige your humble servant.

“DaN1EL DEANE.”

In 1754 the parish again applied for town privi-
leges without success, and again in 1757 with a like
result.

The next attempt in 1766 was successful, and the
Assembly of 1767 passed the long-desired act of in-
corporation.

It will be noticed that nothing is said in the rec-
ords concerning the tribe of Indians inhabiting the
parish, but from other sources we learn that quite
important changes had taken place among them.
Their chief, Chickens, after causing the settlers no
little trouble concerning the deeds -which he had
given them, had been induced in 1749 to remove
with most of his tribe to Scattacook.in New Mil-
ford, and there were now but a few scattered fami-
lies remaining in the town. No less than three peti-
tions of Chickens, complaining of the injustice of
the settlers, are preserved in the Colonial Records.
The first, presented to the General Court of May,
1735, asked that in accordance with the provisions of
his deed to Samuel Couch in 1725, the Assembly
would appoint a committee to lay out to him, his
children, children’s children, and their posterity, so
much land near his wigwam as they should deem
necessary for his and their personal improvement ;
and the Assembly appointed such a committee.

No report of the action of this committez is pre-
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served in the archives; but ten years later, in 1745,
Chickens again petitioned the Assembly to appoint
a committee to view his lands for the same purpose,
and the Assembly appointed such a committee ¢ to
repair to and upon said land, and having due regard
to said deed of conveyance, with the savings and res-
ervations therein contained, to survey and by proper
meets and bounds set out for, and to the use of
the memorialist and his children, such and so much
of said lands as they shall be of opinion—(on hear-
ing all parties or persons therein concerned) ought
to be allowed and set out to said memorialist and his
children. The third and last memorial, presented in
1749, is a very interesting document, and is given in
{ull.

“ The memorial of Capt. Chicken alias Sam. Mo-
hawk of Reading in Fairfield county, shewing to this
Assembly that in his deed formerly made to Capt.
Samuel Couch, late of Fairfield, deceased, of his land
lying between the township of said Fairfield, and
Danbury, Ridgefield and Newtown,he had reserved to
himself so much of said land as a committee, appoint-
ed by this Assembly, should judge should be suffi-
cient for himself, his children and posterity, for their
personal improvement, which said reserve has since
been set out by proper meets and bounds in two
pieces, containing in the whole about one hundred
acres as per the surveys thereof may appear, reference
thereunto being had : and showing also that John
Read Esq. late of Boston deceased, had surveyed,
and laid out to him two hundred acres of land by the
appointment of this Assembly, at a place called Scat-
tacook bounded as in the survey thereof on record :
and also shewing that the land aforesaid, laid out to
the said John Read Esq. is much more convenient
and advantageous for him, the said Chicken, being
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well situated for fishing and hunting, and that he
had made and executed a deed of exchange of his
aforesaid hundred acres, lying in two pieces as afore-
said in the parish of Reading to the said John Read
Esq. and to his heirs, which said deed bears date
October 11th, A.D. 1748, and in consideration thereof
did receive of the said John Read Esq. a deed
bearing date the day aforesaid well executed to him
the said Chicken and to his heirs by his attorney
‘John Read Esq. of said Reading, being fully au-
thorized thereunto, of the aforesaid two hundred
acres ; praying this Assembly that said deeds, exe-
cuted as aforesaid, may be allowed of, ratified, and
be admitted as good evidence in the law for convey-
ing and fixing the title to the several pieces of land
aforesaid.”

This petition the Assembly granted, and Chickens
and his tribe soon after removed to the reservation
at Scattacook. His grandson, Tom Warrup, how-
ever, remained in Redding, as will be more fully re-
lated.

CHAPTER IIL
TOWN HISTORY.

Tue Act of the General Assembly incorporating
the town was as follows :

““ ANX ACT FOR MAKING AND FORMING TIIE PARISIT
oF REDDING INTO A DISTINCT TowXN BY THEM-
SELVES.

“ Whereas this Assembly are informed that the
Parish of Redding in the northwesterly part of the
township of Fairfield is very remote from the main
body ef that town, and that they are by their situa-
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tion almost entirely prevented from attending the
publick meetings of said town, and that they suffer
very great inconveniences thereby, and that for them
any longer to econtinue as a parish of said Fairfield
is very inconvenient : Therefore,

¢ Be it enacted by the Governor and Council and
Representatives in General Court assembled and by
the authority of the same, That said Parish of Red-
ding be and they are hereby erected, made and con-
stituted within the limits and bounds of said parish
a distinet Town by themselves with all the liberties,
privileges and immunifies which by law the other
towns in this Colony have and do enjoy, and that
said new constituted town shall hereafter be called
by the name of the Town of Redding, with this lim-
itation and testriction, that but one Representative
which said new constituted, town shall at any time
chuse to attend the General Assemblies shall be at
the publick expence.

‘“ And be it further enacted by the authority afore-
said, That said Town of Redding shall have and
hold their first Town Meeting for the choice of their
town officers for the present year some time in the:
month of June next, which meeting shall be warned
by a warrant signed by any justice of the peace in
the county of Fairfield, to be direcfed to some in-
different person to serve, which warrant shall ap-
point the time and place at which said meeting is to
be held, and shall be served at least five days before
the day appointed for the holding said meeting.”

It was passed at the May session, 1767, and a
meeting was held, June 15th, 1767, in accordance with
its provisions. Colonel John Read was chosen Mod-
erator. Lieutenant Stephen Mead was chosen clerk
for the year, and the following town officers elected.
Stephen Mead, Ephraim Jackson, Daniel Hill, select-
men ; David Lyon, Asahel Fitch, Daniel Hull, con-
: 4
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stables ; Benjamin Hamilton, Zalmon Read, fence
viewers ; Peter Fairchild, Lemuel Sanford, Jr.,
David Jackson, listers; Thomas Fairchild, Jona-
than Couch, grand-jurymen; Gurdon Merchant,
town treasurer ; Paul Bartram, Thomas Fairchild,
Eleazer Smith, Jr., tithing-men; Ebenezer Wil-
liams, Ebenezer Couch, pound keepers; Gershom
Morehouse, sealer of leather ; Benjamin Meeker,
Jonathan Mallory, sealer of weights; Ephraim
Jackson, Captain Henry Lyon, and Gurdon Mer-
chant, a committee to take all proper and lawful
methods to clear the highways. The town by vote
made the pound by Elizabeth Sanford’s the ¢ Town
pound,’’ and voted ¢ to use the school house by the
old meeting house for ye place for holding ye town
meetings in ye future.”” The seccond town meeting
was held September 28th, the same year, at which
it was voted and agreed that whereas the people
being within one mile of the Southeasterly end of
this Township, and in the Northwesterly end of the
town of Fairfield, are about to petition the General
Assembly to be held at New Haven in October next,
to be annexed to this town, we are willing and de-
sirous to receive them, and that we will assist them
to endeavor to have them annexed to this town by
appointing an agent for that purpose,’” and Colonel
Read was appointed such agent. Shortly after they
began agitating the question of building a town-
house, and in November a meeting was ecalled to
provide ‘‘ for the building or purchase of a Town
house and pound. The first mention of a turnpike
in the town is found in the records of a town meet-
ing held in 1768, wherein the Highway Committee



HISTORY OF REDDING. 35

are instructed ¢ to lay out a road from the School-
house in Lonetown, so called, east, through Col.
John Read’s land to consort with a highway lately
laid out from the road that leads from Danbury to
Fairfield, west, through Andrew Fairchild’s land, to
s’d read’s land,”’ and Colonel Read was given liberty
to keep a gate at the west end by the school-house,
‘“he having given land to the town.”” The same
vear the town offered a bounty of 3s. on every
‘“ wile cat’’ killed, and of 2s. for every grown fox,
and 1s. for every young fox. A meeting held Sep-
tember 20th, 1768, appointed a committee to act with
a committee of the Superior Court to lay out a high-
way in Redding from west to east, in rear of the
long lots. This will be recognized as the road lead-
ing from Boston District to Hopewell, though por-
tions of it must have been in use long ere this. In
the records of a meeting held October 6th, 1768, we
find a striking example of the towering ambition
of the town fathers : this meeting appointed a com-
mittee to ‘‘ present a memorial to the General As-
sembly, praying that Redding be made a County
town.”” December 26th, 1768, the selectmen were in-
structed to ‘‘ set the districts for the law books be-
longing to this town, and to enter the names of
those persons in each district that hath a right by
law to said books, in said books.”

Several highways were laid out during this year,
and the next : one across Sturgis’ long lot, beginning
at the upright highway above Ebenezer Andrus’
barn, ‘‘ to run southerly slanting down in some suit-
able way until it comes to the cross highway South-
easterly from said barn.” The county road from -
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Danbury to Fairfield, originally laid out six rods
wide, was redunced to four rods, and Stephen Mead,
Gurdon Merchant, and Lemuel Sanford were ap-
pointed a committee “ to lay out the County road,
four rods wide, exchanging where it shall be thought
necessary, and all at the Proprietor’s cost.” A
highway was also laid out from Samuel Smith’s,
southerly to the bridge below Daniel Perry’s grist-
mill.

The following interesting entry appears in the
records of a meeting held March 6th, 1771 : *‘ Voted
and agreed, that whereas a Plan hath been proposed
of moving to the General Assembly in May next for
the erecting a new county, to consist of the towns of
Danbury, Newtown, Ridgefield, Redding, and New
Fairfield, we are willing and desirous that said towns
shall be erected a county, and that we will assist
them to endeavor to have said county established.”
The committee appointed for this purpose were
David Lyon, Gershom Morehouse, and James
Rogers.

In October, 1773, the General Assembly passed a
resolution, ‘‘ to assert, and in some proper way sup-
port their claim to those lands contained within the
limits and bounds of the charter of this Colony
westward of the Province of New York”—an act
strongly disapproved by the people at large.

Town meetings were called to protest against it,
and a convention comprising delegates from twenty-
three towns met in Middletown, and adopted a peti-
tion and remonstrance to the General Assembly
against the propesed action.

Redding’s attitude in the matter is shown by the
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following extract from the doings of a town meeting
held March 14th, 1774 : ‘“ Whereas it is the opinion
of many of the freemen and other inhabitants of this
Colony (and of this meeting in particular) that if ye
abovesaid Resolve be carried into execution it will
inevitably involve the inhabitants of Connecticut
in a long, expensive, and fruitless Litigation with
Mr. Penn, therefore this meeting appoints and dele-
gates Messrs. William Hawley and Peter Fairchild
to attend a meeting to be held at Middletown on the
last Wednesday of Instant March, to concert some
Proper Methods in order to put a stop to so disa-
greeable a procedure.”” But the project of the As-
sembly was never carried into execution : within a
few months an invading army was hovering about
its coasts, and the sturdy, belligerent little Colony
found other vents for its pugnacious spirit.

In the Revolutionary War, to which period we are
now come, Redding played an important part: her
people were fully alive to the importance and dire-
fulness of the conflict, and bore their full share of
the burdens it imposed ; but the town records dur-
ing this period refer but rarely, and then briefly, to
the great conflict.

The first action of the town in regard to the war
is found in the records of a ftown meeting held
April 2d, 1777, when a committee consisting of Messrs
William Hawley, Zalmon Read, Thaddeus Benediet,
David Jackson, Gershom Morehouse, Stephen
Betts, Jr., William Heron, and Daniel Mallory was
appointed ‘‘ to hire a number of Soldiers to serve in
the Continental army.” It was also voted that the
‘““sum or sums the said Committee promise to, or do
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pay, to those soldiers that do enlist themselves as
soldiers to serve in said army, as a bounty over and
above what the Government bounty is, shall be paid
by way of town rates, and the Selectmen are ordered
and desired to make arate to collect the money.” In
the records of the same meeting is the following sig-
nificant entry : ¢“ Hezekiah Sanford, Seth Sanford,
Daniel Mallory, S. Samuel Smith, William Hawley,
Stephen Betts Jr. Jonathan Couch, Stephen Gold,
and Hezekiah Read, are appointed a committee to
take care of the families of those soldiers that are in
the service of their country ;’ and this also, under
date of May 5th, 1777: ‘‘ David Jackson, Seth San-
ford, Thaddeus Benedict and John Gray are chosen
Selectmen in addition to, and to supply the place of
Stephen Betts and James Rogers taken prisoners by
the enemy in their expedition to Danbury.”

The above-named gentlemen were released when
the British re-embarked at Norwalk. September
18th, 1777, it was voted ¢‘ that the injunction or re-
quest from his Excellency the Governor and the
Council of Safety be complied with, and that the
Jommittee procure and get double the articles if
they can, mentioned in the Governor's said request,
and that said Committee be paid by the town,
the extra charges that the said articles may cost
more than they are set at in said request.”” March
23, 1778, David Jackson, Zalmon Read, and Eph-
raim Robbins were appointed a committee to pro-
vide clothing for the army. May 8th, 