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Rules

oAlthough anyone is free to edit Wikipedia, it is important to keep in 
mind that it is an encyclopedia.

oWhen writing content you should follow these 3 rules:
oNeutral Point of View

o Facts should be stated without opinion or bias and different points of view should be 
shown.

oVerifiability
o Citations to reputable sources should be included.

oNo original research
o Encyclopedias are for summarizing existing research, not for publishing your own.
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Rules (2)

oYou should also be bold, that is, don’t be afraid to make a change as it 
can always be fixed afterwards.

oEdit warring is when a person makes a change, a second person undos
that change, and the first person undos the undo, and so on. This will 
get you banned.
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What should an article look like

oTo keep Wikipedia’s encyclopaedic style, articles should follow the 
manual of style.
o Start with the lead section which summarises the article (not meant to entice 

further reading).
o First sentence should tell you what the article title refers to (“Malta is an island country in 

Southern Europe.”).

o Section titles should only have the first word capitalised (and any word that 
needs to be capitalised).
o Don’t skip section title levels (don’t use sub-heading 3 without previously using sub-

heading 2).

oParaphrasing is better than direct quotations.
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Manual_of_Style


Templates

oA template is a piece of code in an article that gets interpreted by the 
computer rather than shown as text, such as the {{babel}} 
template we used in our profile pages.
o In the Maltese Wikipedia they are called ‘mudelli’.

oSome other templates are:
o{{Wip}}: Article is currently a work in progress. Will show the following 

message at the top of the article:
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Templates (2)

oSome other templates are (continued):
o{{Ħassar minnufih}}: Tell an administrator to delete this page. Will 

show the following message at the top of the page.

o{{Infobox <type of infobox>}} (e.g. {{Infobox city}}): 
Show an infobox with what is in the Wikidata item with the label being the 
same as the article’s title.
o Tell me if there is a missing infobox template or if it doesn’t work.

o{{Nota}}: Show a footnote with further information at the bottom of the 
article.
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Editing an existing article
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Undo/redo Link

Bullets/numbering

Symbols Publish changes



Editing an existing article – Styles 
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Section title

Don’t use



Editing an existing article – Fonts 
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Clear formatting

Used to specify that a span of text 
is in another language.



Editing an existing article – Citations 
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Automatically find details about 
a website, book, or article by 
entering its URL, ISBN, or DOI.

Reuse a citation you already 
used before (avoid creating 
duplicate citations!).

Note that the reference list will not automatically be 
added after adding a citation. Next slide shows how to 
add a reference list.



Editing an existing article – Objects 
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Add a template.

Used for comments that are 
shown while editing.

Show a number of images together.

Reference list



Editing an existing article – Categories
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At the bottom of every article is the HotCat gadget which lets you easily manipulate the categories 
that the article belongs to. If a category does not exist, tell me.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:HotCat


Editing an existing article – Wikidata
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Apart from Infoboxes, Wikidata is also used to generate a blurb of the article.

And to connect equivalent articles 
in different languages.



Creating a new article

oThere are two ways to create a new article:
o Search for the article title you want to create and click on the red link.

o This uses the exact same visual editor we just saw used for editing an article.

o Translate an article from another Wikipedia language.
o We’ll be focusing on this.
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The content translation tool

oThe content translation tool is a webpage for helping you translate an 
article.

oFrom it you can select an article in another language so that you can 
see that article on the left side and the new Maltese article on the 
right.

oYou can use Google Translate to help you translate, save a draft, and 
publish the translated article when you’re done.
o Templates are automatically translated for you into the equivalent Maltese 

template (according to Wikidata) e.g. {{Efn}}→ {{Nota}}.

oMissing templates should be reported to me!
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https://mt.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Special:ContentTranslation&campaign=newarticle&to=mt#suggestions


The content translation tool (2)
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Search for an article 
to translate.

…or select a 
suggested article 
based on what you 
translated in the 
past.

See articles you 
were translating.

Choose the 
language of the 
articles you want 
to translate.



The content translation tool (3)
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English article Translated article



The content translation tool (4)
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Click on the right of a paragraph to add a 
translation, which should be automatically 
generated from Google Translate. You are 
expected to fix it up after it is inserted.



The content translation tool (5)

oThe translation tool automatically saves a private draft of your 
translation in order to be able to continue working on it later. You need 
to click on the button that publishes the article to make it public.

oIt also automatically adds the article to Wikidata as a translation of the 
original article.

oIt has a major problem: The tool does not check for updates in the 
article made by others while you’re translating, so you could be 
overwriting other people’s work.
oAnd while you can continue translating after publishing an article, it will also 

not incorporate any updates made by others.
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Translating only part of the article

oThe solution offered for translating a part of an article (rather than 
overwriting the entire article) is to publish the translation as a 
“private” subpage of your profile (subpages can be found by search) 
and then copy the part you want into the actual article.
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https://www.mediawiki.org/wiki/Help:Content_translation/Publishing


Translating only part of the article (2)
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Article title will now have 
your username as a prefix.

Publishing the translation will show you a link to your 
new subpage.



Translating only part of the article (3)
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You can now edit this subpage, copy the part that you want to 
transfer to the existing article, edit the existing article, and paste 
the translated part. All templates and formatting will be copied 
with it.
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