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Who are we?

● Oregon State University, 
Instruction and Outreach Librarian

● Co-Organizer of 
#EveryBookItsReader campaign
○ bit.ly/EveryBookIts

● Bridgesbio.weebly.com
Laurie Bridges
Academic Librarian

Oregon State University



meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/EveryBooksItsReader_2023



Who are we?

● Digital Humanities Librarian (~ 7 
years)

● Passionate about connecting, 
enriching and visualizing data 
(because I believe it is a way of 
critical thinking)

● Wikidata mosquito bite in 2014 Silvia Gutiérrez
Sr Program Officer Libraries

Wikimedia Foundation

CC by SA 4.0, Barefoot Chandy

https://silviaegt.wordpress.com/2014/10/15/taller-de-wikidata/


What we’ll cover 
today

CC by SA 4.0, Diego Delso

● Wikidata, what s̓ that?
● The power of linked data through 

SPARQL queries
● Searching Wikipedia & Wikisource 

through Wikidata
● Adding missing information

CC0, Egon Willighagen

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Dutch_books_before_1900.png


Wikimedia projects



What’s Wikidata?

CC-by-SA 4.0, NavinoEvans

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Occupations_of_Icelandic_Women_on_Wikidata.png


~100M items

20K active editors

~300 languages

Inspiration from: CC Zero, Jean Frederic

Wikidata is … BIG!

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Wikidata_is_amazing_-_Wikidata_Goes_Libraries,_October_18_2019.pdf


CC BY 4.0, Pierre-Selim Huard

Inspiration from: CC Zero, Jean Frederic

Wikidata is … collaborative!

Photo by Pierre-Selim Huard, CC BY 4.0 
Inspiration from: CC Zero, Jean Frederic

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:WikidataCon_2019_-_2019-10-26_-_2642_-_Group_Photo.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Wikidata_is_amazing_-_Wikidata_Goes_Libraries,_October_18_2019.pdf
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:WikidataCon_2019_-_2019-10-26_-_2642_-_Group_Photo.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Wikidata_is_amazing_-_Wikidata_Goes_Libraries,_October_18_2019.pdf


multilingual

Inspiration from: CC Zero, Jean Frederic

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Wikidata_is_amazing_-_Wikidata_Goes_Libraries,_October_18_2019.pdf


free to (re)use

wikitrivia.tomjwatson.com

histropedia.com

data.cervantesvirtual.com

https://wikitrivia.tomjwatson.com/
http://histropedia.com/timeline/nc1ttpg9bg0t/Books-by-Dr.-Seuss
http://data.cervantesvirtual.com/blog/2020/02/14/analisis-y-visualizacion-de-los-datos-sobre-autoras/
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semantic triples

P495P2
7

P50 or P800
Q440240 Q6383720

Q155



common properties

www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Database_reports/List_of_properties/1-1000

http://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Database_reports/List_of_properties/1-1000


properties for 📚

www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:WikiProject_Books

http://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:WikiProject_Books


external IDs for 📚

https://w.wiki/6WcB

https://w.wiki/6WcB


The power 
of linked

data

CC-by-SA 4.0, NavinoEvans

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Occupations_of_Icelandic_Women_on_Wikidata.png


Let’s create
our first query
query.wikidata.org/querybuilder

https://query.wikidata.org/querybuilder/?uselang=en


Let’s examine 
our first query
query.wikidata.org

https://query.wikidata.org/


www.learnwikidata.net

wdqs-tutorial.toolforge.org

https://www.learnwikidata.net/#
https://wdqs-tutorial.toolforge.org/index.php/simple-queries/the-simplest-query/basic-sparql-query/


www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:SPARQL_query_service/Wikidata_Query_Help

http://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:SPARQL_query_service/Wikidata_Query_Help


“Famous” literary works
https://w.wiki/6WcU

https://w.wiki/6WcU


Books with a Gutenberg 
ID written by women
https://w.wiki/6WcL

https://w.wiki/6WcL


Literary works with a 
“narrative place”
 w.wiki/6WKk



Wikipedia & Wikisource
via Wikidata

CC-by-SA 4.0, NavinoEvans

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Occupations_of_Icelandic_Women_on_Wikidata.png


Books from Ghanian 
authors without an 
English Wikipedia article
w.wiki/6WJR

https://w.wiki/6WJR


Women writers in 
Wikisource
w.wiki/6WcZ

https://w.wiki/6WcZ


Adding what’s missing

CC-by-SA 4.0, NavinoEvans

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Occupations_of_Icelandic_Women_on_Wikidata.png


29

A famous a work Q480
A related work Q86752635 | 
Q16154159
Your author: Miriam Tlali 
(Q539214) Publication date (P577): 1980

Main subject (P180): Soweto massacre 
(Q153081)
Form of creative work (P7937): novel (Q8261)
Narrative location (P840): Soweto (Q217426)
64368629

Some tips
Example: Amandla (1980)

2.
Find references for 
properties you’ll use

3.
(Optional) get some 
external identifiers1.

Get your models ready
Library thing (P1085): 5027596
OCLC Control Number (P243): 64368629
VIAF (P214): 3687151656276408400001
Goodreads work ID (P8383): 2120119 (go to 
“all editions”)

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q480
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q86752635
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q16154159
https://www.newframe.com/book-review-remnants-of-miriam-tlali/
https://www.ajol.info/index.php/tvl/article/view/29804
https://www.okayafrica.com/miriam-tlali-google-doodle/
https://mg.co.za/article/2017-03-02-rest-in-power-miriam-tlali-author-enemy-of-apartheid-and-feminist/
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Property:P1085
https://www.worldcat.org/es/title/64368629
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Property:P214
https://viaf.org/viaf/3687151656276408400001/#Tlali,_Miriam,._%7C_Amandla!
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Property:P8383
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/2114691.Amandla?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=x5KyZ118Uq&rank=1


www.learnwikidata.net

https://www.learnwikidata.net/#


Thank you!

Contact me 
silviaegt@wikimedia.org


