
Integrating Wikidata
into the Wikimedia 
projects

Mike Peel
Nirali Sahoo

Érica Azzellini
Benoît Prieur

Sergey Leschina

17 August 2021



Outline
(5 minutes each, then open questions)

Mike Peel -- Overview

Nirali Sahoo -- Synchronising Wikidata and Wikipedia

Érica Azzellini -- Mbabel tool

Benoît Prieur -- French Wikipedia & Wikivoyage

Sergey Leschina -- Russian Wikipedia & others

Open questions (25 minutes)



Please ask questions in the 
etherpad.
Selected questions will be 
discussed live!
The others will be taken to 
the talk page and followed 
up later
(please sign them if you 
want to be pinged!).

Open 
questions



Mike Peel

Overview



Edit it in your language;
View content in your 
language;
Translate a label, and it's 
used everywhere that item 
is referred to.

Wikidata is 
multilingual



Can use in:
● Infoboxes
● Article text
● Lists
● Categorisation
● Metadata
In Wikipedias, Commons, 
Wikivoyage, Wikisource, ...

Wikidata is 
multipurpose



Can easily use Wikidata 
information through:

- {{#statements:}}
- Lua calls
- Module:WikidataIB
- ...

Can reformat (e.g., via convert), 
select best statements, follow 
links to other items, ...

Wikidata is 
versatile



Most websites started using a 
database a decade ago!

Often seen as an 'external' wiki.

Requiring references - or not - is 
a major issue.

Language-specific wikis don't 
view multilingualism as 
priority.

The risk of vandalism is a 
concern (can be high impact).

Wikidata is 
(surprisingly) 
controversial



Wikidata is
in use today

Widely used on various 
Wikipedias for:

● Infoboxes
● Lists (outside mainspace)
● interwiki links
● authority control
● checking ID values
● coordinates

Used in infoboxes in 3.5 million 
Commons categories



Nirali Sahoo

Synchronising Wikidata and 
Wikipedia



The
Importance

● Can act as a source of 
information for all 
Wikimedia projects

● Collection of relevant 
information in an 
organised way - eases 
access to information



The
Process

● Finding articles to retrieve 
information from

● Developing scripts for bots 
to perform the imports

● Lists the functionalities and 
source code of script for review

● Test edits - check scripts 
accuracy on small number (25 
to 50) of articles

● Approval of bot request after 
clearance of all conflicts

Live edits
Final import of 
information from articles 
in batches or as a whole

Script 
development

Bot requests



The
Hardships

● What to export- finding the 
correct articles out of millions 
of Wikipedia articles

● How to export - development 
of scripts to accommodate 
different structures of 
Wikipedia articles



Erica Azzelini

Mbabel



What? 

Who? 

When? 

Where?

Tool that automatically generates 
Wikipedia stubs with information from 

Wikidata

EricaAzzellini and Ederporto - inspired 
by a Pharos template

2018-2019 during a Science Journalism 
fellowship at the Research, Innovation, 
and Dissemination Center for 
Neuromathematics (RIDC NeuroMat - 
USP), Brazil



Why? 

● Experimenting Wikidata integration 
with Wikipedia

● Automate tasks and focus on what 
really matters

● Can be used on Education/GLAM  
projects to organize tasks and 
content

● Potentially, support small language 
communities



Structured 
narratives

Wikidata item(s)

Mbabel template

Wikipedia entry



How? 

● WikidataIB Module

● Thematic structured narrative

● As simple as a single item or as 
complex as coordinating multiple 
ones

● Testing, testing testing!



How? 

● Button for calling the template + qID

● Lists with red links

● We even experienced it on 
Wikibooks for creating a 
photography album with automatic 
subtitles and queries!



An entire (and complex) article 
on election created with 

Mbabel!

https://w.wiki/3uPj

https://w.wiki/3uPj






Some references were generated using identifiers!



Challenges
Documentation needs 
improvements!

How to offer support for other 
language communities that would 
benefit from Mbabel?



Benoît Prieur

French Wikipedia & 
Wikivoyage



Wikipedia 
in French

● Biography Infobox

● Get all data from Wikidata

● Relevant grammar according the 
gender: “has written for” property 
becomes “rédacteur à” or “rédactrice 
à” according the gender.

● Articles footer: authority control 
template, specialized databases ID 
(art, politics, sports) templates



Anna Kiesenhofer, 
mathematician and 
cyclist

 



Wikivoyage 
in French

● Location Infobox

● Get all data (population, area, etc.) 
from Wikidata

● Much specific: map outlines of 
territories (city, district, country)

1. Relation, OpenStreetMap object
2. OpenStreetMap relation ID
3. Map outline in the Wikivoyage 

Infobox



 

 



Sergey Leschina

Russian Wikipedia & others



Russian
Wikipedia

● Infoboxes support Wikidata
○ Historical administrative units
○ Coordinates and maps
○ Categorization
○ Awards
○ Etc

● Generated lead section

● Generated stubs for new articles

● Source templates

● Authority control template



Small
Wikipedias

● Infoboxes support Wikidata

● Universal infobox for all new articles

● Source templates

● Import data from Russian Wikipedia 
with a gadget









Сommunity 
objection

● We do not control Wikidata

● It’s hard to find vandalism

● Difficulty of editing and
the need to edit another project

● Statements without sources and
bad imports from other projects



THANK YOU



Please ask questions in the 
etherpad.
Selected questions will be 
discussed live!
The others will be taken to 
the talk page and followed 
up later
(please sign them if you 
want to be pinged!).

Open 
questions



Title
Montserrat Bold







Photo

Use 
Montserrat
Bold for titles
Use Source serif pro Normal 
for paragraphs 



This is my 
main point

Sometimes I have a secondary 
point I need to make.



This is my main point
Sometimes I have a secondary point I need to make.
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