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"invaded" should be "advanced into"

"expansion" should be "peaceful develop-

ment"

After "were sent" add "in th

of July™

Change "whish" into "which"
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Translated by the
Defense Language Branch
Excernt from the 0fficial Report (Extra issue), Monday Novembel
18, 1941 (The léth year of Showa)
No. 2, The ®horthand Record of Diécussions in the Ilouse of
Renresentatives of the 77th Session of the Imperial Diet, MNon-
day, llovember 17, 1941 (The 16th year of Showa)
Onened at 1l: 15 2.1,

{2ortion Omitted)

Speech Dellvercc 3 The lilnicter of State

e e —— | —

(Ministe~ of State, Hideki Tojo, takes the restrum)

Minister of State (Mr. Hideki Tojo)

"he T7th Session of the Diet opens with the situation
Erave. 'I am struck vith awe and deeply impressed at the
gracious Imperisl Rescrist for the opening ceremony.

On this occcssion, the Government should like to exnlain
fran:ly weat it is poing to do to carry out national nolicles.
By doing so, we ask you to coonerate with us, gnd to rave all
the neonle, being united as a body, overcome with iron will the
unprecedented national crisis wo are confronting. Thus, 1

believe, we can set the Enperor'!s mind at ocase.

ifow I shall explain about the present situations of the

world surrounding Japan: Concerning the China affair, brillien
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results are being obtained on all fronts, a8 oWy* loyal and valiant

forces under the august virtues of His Majesty the Emperor,
Pave fought successfully, and the people at home heve worked
in earnest.

Thus the reslstance of the Chungking Government is being
weakened day by day. On the other hand, the reccnstruction of
China by the National Yovernment is making steady: Irogress.,
Those states’'on godd terms with us have recognized the new

Government and thus the settlement of the Affair is reaching the

last stuge.

Wevertheless economic and military strategems of those ‘

states supporting Chiang Kai-shel: are growing more active and

have become the sole and the _reatest nrop for the figﬂing

power of hils Government.

Lthis is becoming a great obstacle to the solution of the |

China 2roblem. (Clapping of hands)

Murther, in the north, since the war broke out between
Germany and the U.S.S.R. last June, it seems that the situaticn
1s becoming urgent. The Japanese Empire can not be indifferent

to the changes in the state of things. We are having everything

arranged in order to secure peace on our northern border.

(Clanning of bands)

In the south, our forccs invaded the northern nart »f

L Fane " oS

o French Indo-Chine last year, the Economic Apreement beti cen our

Empire and FrenctllndGQChina was concluded, and the troubles
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between Thailand (Siam) and PFrench Indo~China were settled by
our efforts. <+hus friendship and 1n£1macy between our Emnire
and French Indo-China are being enhanced and the exvangion « of
our Empire towards the south is being started. (Clapping of
hands) Pritain, the Unirted States,Vetherlands etc. have
strengthened mutusl military snd ecnomic cooperation, and made
our economic negotiastion with the Dutch Indles unsuccessful, and
and at the same time, threatened to constitute severemenace to
the nosition of our Empire in the South Pacific Ocean. |

Therefore, our Empire made an agreement vith the Vichy
Government in resnect to the joint defence of Japan and French
Indo-China. Accordling to this agreement, our forces vere sent
to the southern nart of French Iindo-China.

However, Britain, the United St .tes, and the Netherlands,
etc., looked with susnlcion and apprehiension on our justifisable
self-dofensive measurns,blockaded our Lmoire economically by
freezing our assets abroad and by prohibltling exports to Japan’
in fect, and at the sume time, very renlidly increased their
military menace to us, Of course, an economic blockade be-
tween countries not at war constitutes no less n hostile act
than a var by arms. (Clanhing of hands) Such =scts can by no
means be overiooked, because they not only obstruct, against
our will, the settlement of the China Affuair, but also con-
stitute 2 grave threat to the existence of our Empire. (Clapn>-

of hands)
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Nevertheless, our Emplre desires peace.

We have been patient. We have endured the unendurable. .
Ve have made all efforts in order to cope with the crisis by
diplomatic negotliations and to settle the trouble in peace.,

But as yet being unable to realise our intention, our Empire
1s obliged to stand at a serious onergency at which we must
decide our policiles fo;&goming one hundred years,"
(Clanping of hands)

Still now the Government is doing its best in carrying on
diplomatic negotlations in order to protect the existence and
prestigé of our Empire, and to establish a new order 1in Greate:
East Asla, based upon the veace loving spirit which we have
inherited from our forefathers since the foundation of our
Emnire. 4nd thereby what our “mpire wishes is as follows:

1) No third state shall interrupt our bringing tho China

Affair to complet;on.

2) those states surrounding our impire shall not only bring
military menace to bear directly against us, but also
shall nut an end to such hostlle acts as the economic block-
tdeand recover normal economic relations.

3) The spreading of wgr over East Asla, 2s a result of the

extension of the Eurpean Viar, shall be vrevented to the

utmost. (Clapning of hands)
If our objects referred to in these three items are

attained through diplomatlc negotiations, 1t 1s a ~reat blessing
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not only for Japan, but also for the Heace of the vorld.

(Clnpning of hands)

Lowsver, taking consideration of those circumstances whic

we have {nced hitherto, we can not predict whether the negotl

jons will -~ucceed or not.
+\ ¢

Consequontly, fcreseelng all obstacles lying in, future,

G
~nd making through wreparatvions, 102 getting rid of them, the
Government is resolvoed ta canmw ol dﬁniéivaly and fully the

national nolicles which our Empire hog alré..y Aevermined,

(Clapning of hends) eand hes & firm resolution thus to malis, iy

the existence of our Embire. (Clepning of hands)

ot o crisis unprecedented in our 25 (!

Now we are ctanding

vaars! history, — & crisis whish will lead either to destruct-

ion or success. Yherefore, taking 111 these things into con-

siderétion, we are determined toO do the best in discharging

sur dutles of nssisting the Throne. (Clapning of hands)

In whatever manner the situation may chunge, the completic

of highter defensive system of the state 1s really the most

urgent ond important matter. Yor reclising 1t, the goirits c:

the people must be much more strained and the level of effilcler

cy of nroductive economy must be raised to the maximum. In ac-

cordance with this, the Government is taking all measures to

people, but it 1is really
What 1

secure the living stendard of the

vnavoidable that it should be cut down to some extent.

desire from the bottom of my h
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cart is that all the people shoul:
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share present hardships with one another, be united closely, anc
make efforts to assist the "Holy Work", standing firm in the be-
that our Empire is now given a good opvortunity for making o
stride in our orogress and that we can anticipate a boundles
expansion in future. (Clapping of hands)

fis for the Government, we are resolved to carry out variou
reforms and readjustments concerning political and economic mat
ters. VYe shall be careful not to pursue ideals in vain, but

obtai
accordance with the current situation, to take measures to « .

the maximum efficiency of each Specific function.
I believe that all the peonle will renlize what the Gov-

ernment intends and positively cooperate with us. (Clapping of

hands)
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. I, LhbnZiK], takashi, Lnief of the Section of General

" ——

+Iinlrs in  tho House of Representatives, hercby certify

that the document wpitsay iy Japzneca consisting of five

sheets of neoper attac: .3 (Y I3

%s 13 % co)y of the parts of

Page 17 und Page 18 of the Shupthand Records of Discussions }

lo. 2 of the ouse of Representatis-.- 1. the 77th Secasion

of the Irnperial Dist onencd on the 18th Noq._,-}_ﬁr 1941
- )

(the 16th yeur of Showa), which 1is in my official Gratndy.

December €. 1946 (the 21lst yeur

of Showz) '

At the House of Renresentatives.
Takaghl Yamazaki (senl)

—

(Sizncture)

I hereby certify that the cbove signature and seal were

affixed by Takashl Yameda in my presencs.

On the sams day
at the same nlace.

Observer Ichizo ngqkur&

(Sign~ture)
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franslation Certificn+to

I, William . Clarke, of ths Defonso Language Branch,
horeby certify that tho forogeing translation deseribed in
thchtHOhe%ortificato is, tc the best of my knowledge and

belief, n corroct translation and is as near as preaible +¢

tho maaning of the original documont.

/s/ William E. Clarke

Tokyo, Japan
Date 16 Jad., 19547
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