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FOREWORD

Rajasthan possesses a rich store of historical documents in
view of the notable part played by some of its distinguished
rulers during the past several centuries. With a view to preser-
ving records in public as well as private custody, the Government
of India appointed a Fact Finding Committee in 1953 with the
object of attempting a survey of historical documents, manuscripts
_and paintings available in Rajasthan, - The report of the Commi-
ttee, which was submitted in November 1961, reveals that the
cultural heritage of Rajasthan goes back to the remotest period of
Indian history and the archival wealth of the area is enormous.
In July 1960, the Research and Publication Committee, an
adjunct of the Indian Historical Records Commission, had
recommended that the State Government should be requested to
prepare and publish Descriptive Lists of historical documents in
their custody. In pursuance of this the present Descriptive List
of Farmans, Nishans and Manshurs has been compiled by the
Directorate of Archives, Rajasthan, under the able guidance of
Prof. N. R. Khadgawat, Director of Archives.

This work is the first attempt to make available to the public -
and to the scholarly world the wealth of information contained
in the documents preserved in the State Archives, and will, I am

" confident, be well received.

New Delhi, K. D. Bhargava,

Director of Archives,
The 27st June, 7962. Government of India.






INTRODUCTION

USSR U

The sub-committee, sppointed by the Research and
Publication Committeo of the Indian Historical Records
Commission for examining the proposal to calendar 17th and
18th Century rccords other than those of the FEast India
Company, had passed a resolution on the Tth July, 1960
recommending that the State Governments should prepare
and publish Descriptive Lists of bistorical documents in
their custody. These lists were to be brought out on the
pattern of ‘ The Descriptive List of Mutiny Papers in the
National Archives of India, Bhopal’ published by the
National Archives of India. While delivering his presidential
address on the 8th July, as Chairman of the Research and
Publication Committee, Shri P. N. Kripal, HIducational
Adviser to the Government of India, had also emphasized
the need of bringing out such lists. He pointed out that they
are much easier to compile, take shorter time to complete and
embody a more precise and fuller account of the contents of
the series to which they relate than an elaborately edited
volume of selections from the same series. He further added
that these lists would enable the record user to find his way
direct to "his requirements without any waste of his time.
In case he needs a full text, a copy can always be supplied to
him on demand by the repository concerned. He had also
been of the view that, if we want to make available the
largest number of documents to the widest public in the
shortest time conceivable, we should perhaps think more in
terms of increased publication of descriptive lists and less in .
those of full publication of texts. He echoed the following
words of Liord Acton “ Archives are meant to be explored, and

are not meant to be printed. ”

In pursuance, therefore, of the above, the Government of
Rajasthan prepared a scheme under’the Third Five Year Plan
to bring out descriptive lists ef the_ records in their posse-
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ssion. The first of these series concern the Farmans, Nishang
and Manshurs, addressed by the Imperial Mughals o the Pri-
nces of Rajputana. The Rajasthan State Archives holds in its
custody over three hundred Farmans, Manshurs, Nishans,
Sanads ete., in original, issued by the Mughal Emperors to the
various Ruling Houses of Rajasthan, There are also available
over 170 copies of Farmans and Nishans. These decuments
were created in the course of administration and the Princes
of Rajputana received them in their capacity of being the
Mansabdars of Tmperial Mughal Court. The classification of
. these documents has been done categorywise, viz. Farmans,
Manshurs and Shuqqas, all issued by the Emperors alone
directly or in their own person, to any other person, whether
. prince of the blood, subject or a foreign sovereign. Then follow
the letters from the members of the royal family to any one,
other than the Emperor, generally in the nature of an order
in connection with a grant etc., letters of ministers issued
‘By Order’ of the Emperor, classified as Hasb-ul-Hukm; and
letters between officers termed as ‘Insha’ and ‘Rugqat’. The
inward correspondnce has been classified as ‘Arzdasht’ letters
from a prince to the Emperor or a subject to the Emperor or
Prince. However, a despatch of victory was technically

called ‘Fatehnama’.

Most of these Farmans bear seals and Tughra at the top.
Besides these, some of them bear imprint of Emperor’s ri{ght;
hand palm or o few lines in his own hand ab the bop showing
thereby some sort of intimacy with or a special favour
oxtended towards the addressee. The seal in general use was
the grand seal ( Mohar-i-Kalan ), while in some, sp‘cnmlly n
the Nishans of Noor Jahan, an Arch Seal ( Maharabi Mohar ),
bearing the name of the Emperor, also was often used. And
most of them as a matter of procedure, bear smk;. of o host ?f
officials from the Wazir downwards. The period of these
documents falls back as carly as 15685 A. D. and 1'hc- ‘latmft
upto 1799 A. D. Huwever, for the snl:? of convemcr:u‘:;} wo
have arranged them statewire, keeping. of course, thor

classification and chronology in view.
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The documents addressed to the former rulers of Jaipur are
in all 200, out of which 140 are Farmaneg, 18 AManshurs and
the rest are Nishans. The Farmans, addressed Lo the rulers
of Jaipur, start since the rveign of Fmperor Jabangir and
continue right upto the reiyn of Bahadur Shah 1. The
subject-matter, dealt in these doemmuents, covers many aspects
of Mughal netivities in India during this period. The prineely
state of Jaipur had o historic past and its relations with the
Imperial Mughal Court ave well known, Although the Jaipur
territories, have, fromn early times, formed an integral part of
Rajasthan, they were, according to Mr. Wills, from 1556 A.D,,
when Bwperor Akbar took Ajmer Wll after the death of
Emperor Amvangzeb, in 1707 A D. for the most part under
close Mughal control, and the hereditary estates ( Watan ) of
the Mabarajasof Amber were of very limited extent. After the
death of Aurangzeb and during the process of disintegration
of the Mughat Impive, Maharaja Sawai Jai Singh seccured
Ljaras (IFarmming leases) of large areas of Jand; all these Tjaras
were sccured authoritatively and  Mabaraja  Jai Singh's
successors continued to take Ijaras in the same manner until
1761 A. D. Thus according to Mr. Wills in at least fourth
fifths of the Jaipur state, the Mabaraja derived his political
aubhority dircetly from the Mughal Emperors, and the state
attained its form by means of the Ijara system. Before the
Mughal period closed, Maharaja Sawai Jai Singh had acquired
a centralized authority and complete political jurisdiction
throughout the whole of the territory under his control, and
he administered it by lessees, or subordinate Ijaredars qualified
either by local standing or merely by their capacity to hold
their own' among a turbulent population. In addition to
this, the rulers of Jaipur played a very significant role in
the conquest and consolidation of many a distant part of
the country and assisting the Mughal Emperors to strength-
en their hold over different provinces of India. Obviously, these
documents throw a significant light over the various aspects
of the Mughal rule including, of course, all sorts of issues
ranging bebween the conquest of Kabul, Mahrastra, Assam
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ebc-, and the prohibition of salt-manufactyre at Sambhar as
also the supply of Barfi to the Imperial court.

T%xese doc'uments include the Farmans issued to the Raja
f’f Jaipur during the War of Succession (1658-59 A.D.) There
1s no dearth of Farmans desiring the Raja to reach the Im-
perial Court for consultation or to remain ready with his
force or conferring Mansabs on him in lieu of the services
rendered. The largest number of Farmans, available in the
Rajasthan State Arcbives, relate to the reign of Aurangzeb.
After the sarlier ones, we have included 18 Maushurs which
he issued after his first coronation of 1st Zil-kada, 1068 A.H.,
corresponding to 21st July, 1658, These documents unambi-
guously solicit the allegiance of Amer, and depict the decisive
role of Mirza Raja Jai Singh in the victory of Aurangzeb
over Dara Shikoch. Among the despatches of Aurangseb, a
Farman containing his instructions with regard to the Deccan
Campaign in general and the siege of Purandhar in parti-
oular, deserves a special note. This farman was issued on
the eve of the treaty of Purandhar, the farman is 92 feeb in

length, dated 4th September, 1665.

The collection of more than hundred Nishans, issned by
the various members of the imperial family, pertain to this
very range of years. Among these, a large number of them
were issued either by Dara Shikoh or Aurangzeb. A Nishan
from Prince Aurangzeb dated 28th May, 1647 A. D. refers to
outward and not real allegiance of Mirza Raja Jai Singh to-

wards Shab Shuja. Such documents definitely add to tho
corroborative importance of the happenings of that period
and the role of Mirza Raja Jai Singh therein. Similarly
there is a Nishan from Prince Dara Shikoh expressing con-
cern over the misbehaviour of Amar Singh and thus causing
a general distrust towards the Rathores of Jodhpur, Again
there is 2 Nishan from him, of a subsequent year, i o J656
A.D. informing the Maharaja of Jaipur that the expedition

against the Maharana has been withdrawa.
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Most of these Farmans, Nishans etc., are dated andin a
healthy state of preservation, save a few. However, thereisa
gap of about 30 years in this series of Jaipur between the
latest document, a farman of 1710 A.D., and the last but
one of 1679 A. D. What happened to the documents of this
intervening period, we arc at n loss to attribute.

The Second important series, which has been included in
this volume, is that of the former Jodhpur State, In this
series, we have in all forty documents out of which 37 are
Farmans, all in original; while the remaining three are the
Nishans of Mughal Princes. Most of these were issucd by
the Mughal Court and a few by the Durrani Rulers. The
period of these documents is spread over between 1669 A. D,
to 1799 A. D. The issues dealt in this series are akin to
those of Jaipur series. However, due o strained relations on
many a occasion, we do find a change in tone. §Still the
- efforts of the Mughals to keep the Jodbpur House within
their folds are evident from a Farman addressed to Raja Ajit
Singh, dated 19th May, 1710 A.D., wherein his earlier
faults were forgiven and Jodhpur was restored with a hope
of better behaviour in future from him. Here also exists a
Farman, addressed to Raja Bijay Singh, asking him to help
the Imperial employees in checking the Marathas {rom reali-
sing dues fron the ‘people of the area. An interesting Far-
man in this series is of 1775 A.D. wherein village Raisina
(now New Delhi) was granted in perpetuity to the Rulers of
Jodbpur. And an equally interesting Farman of Ahmed Shah
Durrani, dated January, 1799, speaks ill about one Alikhan,

who tried to win Royal favour by offering some presents both
in kind and cash.

Among the Nishans there is one from Prince Mohinuddin

to Raja Ajit Singh that His-Majesty has been pleased to raise
 his gtatus to Haft Hazari-a distinctive position, conferred
upon only a few Rajput rulers of that period. In thisseries of
Farmans of Jodhpur there are also missing links. Still these

documents supplement the existing information on Jodhpur
History.
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The third series in this-volume consists of nine documents
only recently procured from Sirohi. Except one, all the
remaining eight are Nishans from the Mughal Princes. These
Imperial mandates were issued to the then Raja of Sirohi-
Akhey Raj, during the year 1656-59 A. D. There is also a
Farman from Emperor Shah Jahan ordering to surrender ihe
berritory acquired by him, in excess to the original grant. This
document is quite legible except the portion bearing the date
and year. The subject-matter of the Nishans varies in each
case. The Nishans from Murad Baksh seek redress of the
inhabitants of Dantiwara against the wrong, done by some
Rajputs of Hathiwara. The Nishan from Dara Shikoh in-
forms the Raja that Jaswant Singh would help in case of
need. These Farmans and Nishans in general reveal the
over-lordship of the Imperial court over Sirohi.

Besides the above mentioned series, this Directorate has
in its custody quite a large number of -Bahis and Registers
which contain copies of Farmans, Nishans and EKharitas.
These Kharita Bahis and Farman Registers, being old and
authenticated, are thoroughly reliable and efforts can be made
to fill up the gaps in the above series by collecting information
about the various missing links. And as a result of that very
endeavour, we have been able to bring to light some two
hundred documents, now incorporated .in this volumec as
Part II, containing descriptive list and in some cascs even

translation in Bnglish of these copies.

Part II has been further divided into threc sub-sections.
One of them covers the copies of documents pertainging to the
erstwhile Bikaner State; while the other sub-section pertains
to the copies of documents addressed to the rulers of Jaipur.
The third sub-section covers copics of documents addressed to

the various individuals of Ajmer.

The Secction, dealing with the copies of the documents of
Bikaner, has in all 93 documents, out of which 66 are Farmnans,
96 are Nishans and there is only ene Sanad, The period of there
documents commences right from the days of Imperor Alkbar
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and goes to that of Shah Alam II. The Rajasthan State
Archives has in its oustody a complete translated version in
English of all these documents along with their Persian Text
and thus, keeping in view their importance, we have reprodu-
“ced the same after making some necessary changes. The
documents had been translated long ago during the reign of
His Late Highness Maharaja Shri Ganga Singhji Bahadur
" who invited scholars from outside as well and got this work
‘completed at State expense under his personal supervision,
Since then the translated text remained preserved in the
archival vaultsof the Bikaner Government and was transferred
along with the old registers and Bahis containing the copies
in Persian of the Farmans & Nishans to the Rajasthan State
. Archives after the princely state of Bikaner had been merged
into Greater Rajasthan.

. The Farmans and the Nishans, BEnglish translation in
respect of which has been included in this volume, are 93 in .
number. They were sent from the Mughal court by Akbar,
Jahangir, Dawar Baksh, Shah Jahan, Aurangzeb, Mohammad
Muazzam, Shah Alam and Abmed Shali and also by other
princes and Queen Noor Jahan under -the seal of the
reigning Emperor. All of them were addressed to the rulers
of Bikaner. Some of the original Farmans are still preserved
in the Govt. Museum at Bikaner. The State Govt. have -
already decided to transfer them to the Rajasthan State
Archives. '

- Uufortunately, a large number of Bahis, rcgisters, letters,
files and other documents etc., might have been taken away
by the past officials. Although as many as copies of 56
Farmans, addressed to a single ruler Raja Sur Singh, have
been ‘traced, only four have so far been found addressed to

Maharaja Anup Singh and only two addressed to Raja Karan
Singh. Besides, a large number of documents might also have
been damaged irretrievably by ‘insects or lost through
neglect etc. '

‘ As regards the contents of these copies of Farmans and
Nishans; it may be added that they throw a good deal of light
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on the intimate relationship that existed between the Mughal
Emperors and their contemporary rulers of Bikaner., During
164 years, covering in fact the total period of effective
Mughal domination in India, the rulers of Bikaner rendered
distinguished services o the Emperors, generations after
generations. It is abtested by the copies of varions Farmans
that the rulers of Bikaner had been the recipients of high
honoursand admirations and enjoyed diguity at the court of the
Great Moghals. On three difierent ocecasions, the Maharajas.
were granted Mahi Maratib-the order of the Fish~given only to
the most important of the ruling chiefs of the Empire.

Amoug the rulers of Bikaner, Raja Rai Singh was one of
the most trusted generals of Akbar and enjoyed a mansab of
5000. In one of the Farmans of 1804, Akbar granted the
Pargana of Shamsabad ( now in U. P.) considering it to be
" the ancestoral abode of the Rathores. His relations with
Jahangir too remained very close even after the death of
Akbar. At the time of latter's death, Jahangir summoned
him to Agra and the Farman of 1605 on this subject includes
that ‘it is necessary that the Pillar of the state (Rai Singh)
should instantly proceed to the court with the utmost speed,
travelling over as great a distance as possible, during the day
time as well as by night’. In 1749, Meharaja Gsj Singh
received the Pargana of Hissar in grant from the Mughal
Emperor Mohammad Shab in recognition of his valiant
sercices. It is further revealed from certain Farmans that
‘sometimes the Mughal Emperors expressed their displeasure
to the rulers of Bikauer, but on such occasions they wrote in
8 tactful manner without embittering the relations in general.

Similarly in another sub-section of part II, there are more
than eightyyaocuments. Most of them are copies of F'aymans
addressed to the rulers of Jaipur. These documents, as a
matter of fact, in some respects can be fitted into or boused
ns corroborative instances to the series which ‘we }z:zve got
with us. Their subject-matter is thus very macn ehin to the

- » £ T1VAl 1

documents aiready tmentioned in Part I The section

) + - N . o, ‘.é..oi PR A

covering the copies of Ajmer docwutuls Lear & clenr Feslimony
to
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to the fact that the Mughals took a very great interest in the
Durgah of Ajmer,

Preparation of calendar on the lines of Sir William Foster
is quite an elaborate process and would have taken a few years,
while a mere press-list would have been too short a process t0
be of any utility. So keeping in view the immediate needs of
scholars in Medieval Indian History, we have resorted to this
via media, by preparing this descriptive list. The main object
of the present volume is to. present to the scholars in brief the
subject-matter along with other important data pertaining to
these documents required essentially in ‘research. And an
attempt to provide subsidiary details would have meant to
borrow the well-known oriental verbosity of medieval days. So
by avoiding that expression and a host of prefixes and suffixes,
we have simply called a spade, a spade. The present volume
in & way is only a pioneer attempt and practical suggestions
~for improvement will find ready acceptance in volumes to
folldw

In conclusion, I have, to express my obligations to the
Superintendent, Government Press, Bikaner for the assistance
which he has given by undertaking the printing not only of
the descriptive list, but also of the English translation of the
Farmans addressed to the rulers of Bikaner. My grateful thanks
are due to Shri J. K. Jain, Sub-Editor, attached to the Rajas-
than State Archives, who took pains in preparing the lists and
compiling the materials and also to Munshi Sardar Mal Kasli-
wal and Shri Massiuddin on whom Shri Jain had to rely very
largely for the detailed examination and checking of the dates
and contents of the documents. Shri Suresh Chandra Goyal,
Investigator, worked very hard and prepared descriptive
lists of some of the documents. They had throughout per-
formed their duties with the utmost zeal and efficiency. My
acknowledgments are also due to Prof. G. R. Parihar, Research
Assistant, and Sarvshri G. L. Mathur and Ramesh Chandra

" Vyas for correcting some of the proofs and preparing the errata.

N. B. Khadgawat,
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