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LIVES

or

EMINENT BRITISH
MILITARY COMMANDERS.

ROBERT LORD CLIVE,
17251776,

Rovrrr Crave was born at Styche, in the parish of
Moreton Bay, in Shropshire, on the 29th of September,
1725. He derived his descent from an ancient and
respectable family, which had held the estate of Styche
during meny generations, but which never sspired to a
station in society more elevated than that of the class
of middling gentry; a rank now unhappily extinet. His
father, who was originslly a second son, and, s such,
bred to the law, continued, after he succeeded to the
property, to prectise s an zttorney at Market Prayton,
His mother was Rebecca Gaskell, the daughter of Mr.
Gaskell, of Manchester ; of whom we know nothing fur-
ther, than that he acquired a moderate competency by
fair dealing in wrade.

Many tales are durrent respecting the youthful extra-
vagances of Clive, of which we cannot pretend, in a
sketch like the present, to offer so much as an outline,
It is weid, indeed, that, from the first dawning of hia
faculties, e exhibited a reckless and wayward temper,
as well 28 an impatience of ,control, and & determin.
stion of purpose, rarely withessed in a child ; and the
frequency with which he changed his places of shode,
between his eleventh and eighteenth years, gives to
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the yumour at least an air of strong probability. We
find him, for example, first pettled in Cheshire, under
the private tuition of Dr. Eaton, of Lostock; who,
though himself incapable of managing the caprices of
hin pupil, foretold that * few names would be greater
then his.” From Lostock he was removed to Market
Drayton, where he was placed under a Mr. Burelem,
the master of the gremmar school, and a man of
congidersble ettajnmenta®: but he soon made himself
#o conspicucur there, by acts of daring irregularity,
that his father was again compelled to seek out for
him & new ssylura. Merchant-Tailors was accordingly
tried, though with es little effect a8 its predecessors ;
and, flnally, he was given over to the guidanee of Mr.
Stirling, of Hemel Hempstead, in Hertfordshire. By
this gentleman his irregularities seetn to have been more
lenjently treated than by any of the others, though he
not less than they spoke of Clive * as the most un.
hucky boy that ever entered his school.”

We are not prepared to say that the juvenile re-
putation of Clive did positively determine his peculiar
field of exertion in after-life ; though it in at least poa-
aible that the circumstance may have had its weight in
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BOBERT LORD OLIVE. 3

spirite of the age. This oceurred in 1748, the subjeet
of our memoir having berely completed his eighteenth
year; nor was any time lost in equipping end preparing
him for his voyage. He embarked almoat immediately
in one of the Company’s shipa ; and, arriving at Madray
in the summer of 1744, entered #t once upen the duties
of hin office.

It were not in accordance with the plan of this work,
were we to give 2 detailad account of the private habits
of Mr. Clive during the brief period of his career as s
civilian, Enough ix done when we state, that for him
the desk and the counting-honse presented as few at-
tractions s the achool-room; and that the impatience of
control which he had exhibited while a pupil, agsin
displeyed itself in hix deportment as a “ writer.” The

ce was, that he very soon involved himself in
disputes with his superiors, towsrds one of whom, in-
deed, —the secretary under whom he immediately acted,
— his hehaviour assumed, in the end, an air of positive
mutiny. An appeal waa made to the governor, who
commanded Clive to ask pardon; an order which the
young man could not but obey, though he did eo in no
very conciliatory manner ; while a subsequent invitation
to dinner, by meana of which the triumphant funetion-
ary had hoped to smooth away all differences befween
them, wes refused with scorm. “ No sir,” replied
Clive; * the governor commanded me to apologize, and
Y have done 80 ; but be did not command me to dine
with yon." Nevertheless, this same Clive, who exhi.
bited so mnch impatience under the restraints of office,
became, from the hour of his landing in India, & seveze
private student, Besides devoting his attention to the
acquigition of the native languages, — an accomplish.
ment then too mnch neglected among the Company’s ser
vants,——he gave up a certain portion of his time to the
classics, of which, contrary to the general order of
things, he sequired & fair Imowledge only after he had
begun to play o part on the great stege of public Iife.

Two years had pessed in this manner, when the com.-

B2



4 BRITISH MILITARY COMMANDERS.

mencement of bostilitien between England snd Frence
opened out a new and more congenial field for the dis.
play of Clive's abilities. For some time the share which
he took in the contest was too innignificant to demand
notice. He wss present, indeed, but merely as & ci.
vilian, during the bombardment of Madras, in the month
of September, 1746 ; and became, like the rest of the
European inhabitsnts, a priscner on parcle to M. La.
bourdonnais. In like manner, when Dupleir sp far
forgot his own honour, and thet of his country, s to
violate the terms of capitulation, Clive was one of those
who Jooked upon themselves as absolved from the pledge
which they had given ; and he escaped, disguised as a
Moor, to Fort 8t. David, then the chief settlement he-
Ionging to the English on the Coromandel corst. Here,
again, still acting as a volunteer, he lent his aid in re-
pelling the atternpt which the enemy, flushed by recent
successes, made wpon the place; and here, in one of
those private quarrels which too much disfigured the
characters both of the man and of the age, he gave
proof of that stubborn and indomitable coursge which
belonged to him.* But it was not tll the year follow.
ing, namely, 1747, thet he formally accepted military
service ag an officer. He then aolicited, and obtained,
the appointment of ensign; though, by some arrange-
ment rendered necessary, perhaps, on account of the

* The aiftur sliuded to m the text was thu — Clive formed one of a party
at play, whotn twe offiosrs, lry the grossest cheating, contrrved. to floece” The
winners beny noted ﬂledhmmdihem:ney.mdMn%
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paucity of Europeans in the conntry, he was still per.
mitted to retain his situation in the civil service.
Every reader of history is aware that the yeara 1747
and 1748 were distinguished by the prosecution of a
contest in the Carnatic, conducted, at least on the part
of the English, with litde vigour, and still lesa of skill.
In the month of January of the latter year, Major
Lawrence arrived from Epgland, with suthority to
command the whole of the Company’s troops in India,
For a time he acted only on the Jefensive, repelling an
ettemapt to gurprise Cuddalore, and organising such re.
sources as he could draw together, so a8 to be in readi-
mess for more active operations; but the arrival, in
Angust, of & long-expected reinforcement, under the
convoy of Admiral Boscawen, at length enabled him to
take the field, A march upon Pondicherry was imme-
diately begun, the fleet steering along the coast, eo as to
blockade the place from the sea; and the expectations of
all men, which had been excited to the highest, seemed
on the eve of receiving thelr accomplishment, Unfor.
tunately, however, it wan judged imprudent to mask
Anmcopang,l.mallfortdumtabuuttwomlea
south-west from Pondicherry. An aseaunlt was hagarded,
and failed ; thewho]earmyhllted,mdtrenchesm
formally opened, in one of which the commander.in.
chief wasp made prisoner during an unexpected sortie,
Btill the siege went on ; and the fort, after an obetinate
defence, was reduced. Even now, however, the English
army delayed to push forward, till it had repaired the
works, which the garrison, previous to its escape, blew
up ; thus affording to the enemy every imaginable fa-
cility for meeting the danger by which they were threat.
encd, Itunotneeemryhotrenchflﬂheruponthe
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result could by possibility be anticipated : the enemy’s
fire pfoved grestly superior to that of the besiegers ; the
carmonsde from the fleet produced no effect whatever ;
the rains set in ; sickness began o spread, and all hope
of ultimate success was sbendoned. Finally, after thirty-
one days of open trenches had been wasted, the guns
were withdrawn, snd the srmny, having destroyed its
magasines, and dameged its stores, retreated to Fort
8t. David. »

The part taken by Mr. Clive throughout this wretched
campaign was necessarily very subordinate; but it is
represented on all hands to have been highly to hie
honour. He was ever the foremost to offer his services
where danger appesred to threaten. In the assault of
Ariancopang he displayed sn extrsordinary degree of
hardihood and coolness ; and the advanced trench ag
Pondicherry he defended against s party by whom it
was dsssiled, with singular obstinsey. Yet, even here,
he escaped not the calumnious sttecks of ome who, as
the event proved, though bold to commit a moral of.
fence, was wanting even in the animal courage neces-
wary to malotein it. It chanced, on one occasion, when
his piquet was warmly engaged, that the smmunition
of the men began to run short. Eager to avoid the
haxerd of failure, Clive, instead of trusting to a non.
commissioned officer, hastened himuelf to & depét in the
resr, and brought up & fresh supply, ere his absence
from the line wag obeerved, Of this cireumstance a
brother officer tock advantage, to cast a slur upon his
character as & soldier ; but the bese atiempt entirely
failed. Clive called his slanderer to accomnt ; and the
latter wag fain, in the end, to resign his commirsion,
in order to avoid & more conspicuoun expulsion from s
service which he bhad disgraced.

The army returned from Pondicherry in October ;
and, in November fallowing, intelligence arrived from
Euopethatamofhmﬁﬂﬁubamthehe]ﬁ-
ferent powers proclaimed in the preceding
April. During some manths, therefore, the military
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career of Clive was suspended. But the position of the
English in India, a8 well a3 that of their rivals, was
now widely different from what it had originally been ;
and Lence, though there might occur from time to time
a truce, more or less extended, according ss the vesources
at the dinposal of each party should render such an ar.
rangement desirable, no human being pretended to doubt
that, eventually, a atruggie must commence, to be ended
only by the subjugation of one or other of the incipient
empires. Nor did any great while elapse ere these anti.
cipations gave place to reality,

Up to u recent date, not the English alone, but all
the European powers by whom settlements had been
formed along the coasts of India, were content to main.
tain the character of mere traders ; and to held, by hu-
mility and rabmigsion, & footing in the country, under
the protection and subject to the caprices of the native
rulers. To M. Dupleix belongs the merit, if such
it can be called, of having firit looked beyond the in-
teresin of mere eommerce, and of aspiring at the esta.
blishment of & separste empire, which should rely for
support upon its own exertions, and owe allegiance only
to the crown of France, With this view, he began
early to engage in the intrigues of the country powers,
not, a8 had hitherto been the ease, by supplying thia or
that nahob with troops 2nd money, in the character of
a vaseal and tributary, but by throwing the weight of
his influence into cne or other of the scales, on the ba-
lance of which the Carnstic itself depended. It mo
happened, however, that while the French were arrang-
ing plens, gigantie donbtlesy in themselves, and tending
to a giguntic ivsae, circumstances led the Englivh into
an active commencement of that system by means of
which thejr colossal sovercignty in the East has been
established. Of these it will be necesmary to give
some account; parily becanse npon them
tale of Indian warfare may be said to turn be-
camse, in the contest which ensued, Clive took that
decided lead in military reputation which he ever after..

B4
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wards maintained, as much to his country's glory 2s to
his own,

That great aud fertile portion of the globe, of which
Europeans are accustomed to spesk under the general
appellation of India, is divided, as it were, by nsture,
into three parts. One of these, called Hindoostan, in-
cludes all the provinces morth of the Nerbudda, from
the Indus, on the esst, to the borderm of Chittagong ;
another, recognised as the Deccan, embracea the whole
extent of territory between theNerbudds and the Kistna;
while all to the south of the latter stream passed, of old,
under the common designation of the Carnatic. When
the empire of the Moguls existed in ita integrity, these
seversl portions of the continent, though each
in part by many independent tribes, submitted, nomi-
nally at least, to the rule of &n equal number of sou-
bahdars, or viceroys. Like other representatives of
majesty, each soubshdar was supposed to be removable
at the will of the empercr ; while the succesaion to the
dignity, though permitted to pass from father to sonm,
was always to depend on the decree of the
supreme ruler, from whom a robe of office was solicited,
and ueally obtained. In proportion, however, as the
Mogul empire fell into confusion, the soubshdars, like
their inferiors, the nabobs of lesser provinces, began to
exercise an authority virtually independent, and to trans-
mit their sceptres, not to their children only, bat to
their nephews, or others nearest of kin, By degrees the
custom obtained so much of foree, that it czme to be re=
garded, by all claseea of men, 2& an established right.

Ap time rolled on, and the empire became more snd
move unsettled, the sonbehdar of the Deccan vo for ex-
tended his sway over the Carnatic, aa to establish there a
species of fendal ruperiority, reducing himn of the Carnatie
to the rank of a nabob. Still the nabob of the Carnatic
ccutinued a very powerful chief ; and, though accepting
from the soubahdar the ensigna of office, he made no
scruple, In imitation of his superior, to transmit his
doubly borrowed dignity to his children and neavest
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relatives. [t chanced that, in the -year 1732, & person
named Badahillsh, who, for some years, had held the
office of nebob of the Carnatic, under Nizam sl Mulk, 20u.
bahdar of the Deccan, died, Jeaving behind him no male
fssue. Thst the dignity might not, however, pass from
his family, he had adopted the two sone of his brother ;
to one of whom, named Bakir A, he beyueathed the
government of Velore ; while the other, Docat Ali, he
appointed to succeed himeself in the nabobship, The
latter, eguin, had two sons, and four danghters, one of
whom was married to Mortiz Ali, the son of his brother,
Bakir Ali, governar of Velore ; while another gave her
hand to a more distant refative, Chunda Bzhib, who be-
came dewan, or prime minister, to his father-inlaw.
Of these various appointmenta, Nizam al Mulk, whase
hands were fully occupied nearer Dethi, took for & while
no notice; he even shut his eyes to the movements of
Chunds Bahib, who, in open violetion of established
usages, made himeelf magter of Trichinopoly, the capital
of an ancient Hindoo principality, which had, during
many generationg, paid tribute to the nabob of the Car.
natic, though governed immediately by its native princes,
But the other rajahs, of whom there were many in sonth.
ern India, became alarmed : they invited the Mahrattas
to their aid, who inveded the Carnatie with an over.
whelming force ; elew Dooat Ali in baitle, and laid siege
to Velore ; afier which they turned upon Trichinopely,
of which, as well as of the pemson of Chunda Sshib, they
obtained possession. Meanwhile, the customary prac-
tices of oriental ehieftsing were industriously pursued
among the relatives of the decessed Poost Ali; hiz scns
were murdered by their cousins, who, in their tum,
perished, or became fugitives; till, at last, Chunda
Behib, now a ceptive among the Mahrattas, alone re.
mained to lay claim to the inberitance.* Put before
sny final arrangements could be made, fresh actors ap.
d * There wers other and nesrer relatives of Dotet AH allve, bt noae

of syfficient tulent o undertake the of
pnlml:: e egy mARAgtment
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peated upen the stage, and other and more repid changes
occurred, both there and elsewhere.

Relieved from the pressure of thoee affaire which had
30 long kept him st & distance from his own province,
Nizam ol Mulk, regardless of the burden of more then
a hundred years, put himeelf st the head of & numeroua
symy, and marched into the Carnatic. Without much dif-
ficuity he expelled the Mahrattas; and, though he treated
with respect a grandson of Doost Ali, who took
in bis camp, he nevertheless nominsted one of his own
officers, by name Anwar ad Dien, to the government of
the province. Ostensibly, indeed, thie man scted ss
guardian to the young Bubder Ali, on whom it was the
design of Nizam to confer the nabobship ; but the boy
died suddenly, ss might have been anticipated; snd
when the soubshdar expired, in 1748, Anwar ad Dien
became, to all intents and purposes, nahob.

There were now two candidates for the throne of the
Camnatic ; namely, the occupant, Anwar ad Dien, and
Chunda 8shil, still a captive at Batarah. The govern-
ment of the former being extremely unpopular, while
that of Doost Ali and his race was remembered with
gratitnde, it occurred to Dupleix, that, provided the
representative of Doost Ali, Chunda 8ahib, could be
restored, throngh French sgency, to the musnud, the
whole power of the Carnatic would, in point of fact,
pams into the hands of his benefactors. Negotiations
were, in cotsequence, opened with the captive chief, and
sums of money advanced in order to procure his liber.
stion ; while the latter pledged himeself to the adoption
of any terms that his Exropesn friends might demand,
#0 soon as he should recover his freedom and his au-
thority. Even this, however, though a more extenaive
field of intrigue than had ever yet been enteved upon by
any Enropean fumetionary, sufficed not to give full ecen-
pation to the active mind of Dupleix. The death of
Nizam ol Mulk paved the way to a disputed mcces.
slon in the Deccan; Naxir Jung, the son of the deceased,
being opposed there by his nephew, Mirzaphe Jung;
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and as Anwar 3d Dien mede common canse with the
former, both Chunda Sahib end his French allies stood
ready to support the claims of the latter.

Of the political movementa of these rivals the English
were far from being ignorant; though they possessed
neither talent nor moral courage emough to thwart
them, More than one letter was, indeed, written both to
Nizam al Mulk snd Anwar ad Dien, waming them of
the treecherous designe of the ¥Fremch, and filled with
protestations of Britigh loyalty ; but the idex of espons-
ing openly the camse of the princes whom they pro.
fesred to serve, seems not to have entered, for a moment,
into the minds of the writers. Nevertheless, the En-
glish, equally with the French, were become ambitious
of territorial possession ; and fortune so ordered it, that
they, in defiance of many solemn protestations to the
contrary, wete the first 10 draw the sword, for the pur.
pose of securing it.

The rajahship of Tanjore, comprising an extent of
seventy or eighty miles in length, and lying within, or
immediately adjoining to, the severs! mouths of the
river Cavery, formed one of those Hindoo principalities
which the Mchammedans had oll along been content to
govern through the agency of their native
Tt had submitted, during the reign of Arungzebe, to the
father of the illustrious Sivaji, in whose family the
aceptre had contirmed down to the period of which we

. write. In Tanjore, however, as in other eestern states,
the seeds of usurpation were very early sown, and to bring
them to perfection no more was required thsn a mi.
pority under the ghardianship of & woman. Nans, the
fifth in descent from the founder of his race, dying be-
fore his father Tuckojee, left an infant prince to the
care of his widow, who, on the decease of the reigning
sovereign, becumne first the tool, and eventnally the vie.
tim, of s powerful servant. This man, by name Beid,
after casting the widow into prison, slew the child to
whom he had sworn obedience, and proclaimed as rajah,
Bahujee, » younger brother of Nana, and, of course, a
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younger son of Tuckojee. But the reign of Sahujee
was equally short with that of his nephew, when Pri.
taupa Sing, the son of Tuckojee, though by e eoncubine,
was, by the same agency, elevated to the throne. Pri-
taupa Sing, however, requited the traitor as he deserved,
by caneing hiy immediate assassination, though he did
not consider himself bound to undo the work which
treason had accomplished ; on the contrary, he retained
his power, which he appears to have exercised, as well
to the satisfaction of the people as in sccordance with
the views of the English, who entered with him into a
friendly correspondence, and treated him throughout as
Iawful sovereign of Tanjore.

This state of things had continued some years, when
Bahujee, the exiled rajeh, arrived at Fort 8t David,
and implored the aid of an English force in restoring
him to his throne. How far the bare merits of his case
would, or would not, have had weight with the English
authorities, we are not prepared to say ; but the assur-
ance, on hia part, that the country was ripe for revolt,
and that the fort of Davicottah, with the territory at.
tached, should reward the exertions of his friends, over-
cume any scruples which might have possibly existed
touching the justice of the proposed undertaking. An
army was immediately drawn together, of which captain
Cope was placed at the head ; and while the guna and
heary baggage were conveyed by sea to the month of
that branch of the river on which Davicottah stands,
the infantry, comsisting of 430 Europeans and 1000
sepoys, began ita march towards the point of attack.

As one of the latter force, Mz, Clive, now promated
to the rank of lientenant, quitted Fort 8. David in the
begmmngoprn'l,l?-iQ But the expedition led to no

fortunate results, A hurricane overtsking the fleet
scon after it quitted ite anchorage, caused the total loss
of many of the vessels, and severely injured the re.
mainder, The same tempest apread confusion throngh
the camp which captain Cope had established along the
wmargin of the river Valaru ; and, rendering the stores



BOBERET IORD QLIVE. 15

useless, besides destroying the tents, and killing many
of the bullockn, compelled the column to fall back mpon
Porto Novo. Nor were Cope’s future movements
productive of more fortunate resultsa. Having recruited
his supplies, he again advanced, and, crossing the
Colercon, took post under the walls of Davicottah ;
ageinat which, his heavy cannon baving failed to come
up, he contented himself with throwing awsy the few
eohorn-shells which he had found it practicable to carry
along with him. It was to no purpose that Clive
urged him fo attempt an assault, after having blown
open the gate with hig field.pieces. That was e mode
of attack totally unauthorised by rule ; and hence, after
wasting eight and forty hours,—during a considersble
portion of which his troops were without food,—the
captain struck his tents, and retreated. The enemy
followed the retiring force, which they harassed with
constant skirmishes, driving not fewer than 400 coolies
into the river ; but the tzoops suffered comparatively
little, except from fatigue end the privations to which
the inexperience of their leader had exposed them,

Great was the mortification experienced at Madraa
when intelligence of this disaster came in. The poasi-
bility of defeat seemn never to have been contemplated,
and its actual occurrence excited at least as much of in-
dignation as of diamay. A new expedition was imme.
diately fitted out, at the head of which Major Lawrence
Placed himself; and the whole, comprising 800 Euro.
peans, 1500 sepoys, and a formidable trein of artillery,
embarked without delay. The flect, consisting partly of
ships of war, partly of native traders, on hoard the latter
of which the sepoys were placed, performed its voyage
without disaster, and bronght up at the mouth of the
river, ncross which a bar, or bank of sand, is drawn,
There both troops and stores were transferred to the
boata; and the whole, ascending the stream, took up &
position within excellent range of the fort, though the
waters of the Caleroon divided them from the eneray’s
outposts.
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The fire of » few 24-pounders, kept up without in«
termission during three days, suffciently ruined the
defences of Davicottsh, and opened out e practicable
breach. 8tll there wes ooe serious obetacle to be
overcome, — for the Coleroon rolled a deep and rapid
volume of water in the teeth of the sssailants, and its
opposite bank was lined with troops securely posted
smong the underwood. To Jobn Moor, a common
ship-carpenter, the honour attaches of at once devising
the means of crossing the stream, and bringing his own
machinery into play. That individual constrocted o
raft capable of conteining 400 men, which might be
moved, as the ferry-boats on many rivers are guided,
by means of a rope; and, taking advantage of a dark and
stormy night, he swam the river alone, xnd made fast
the end of a line to & tree within a few yards of one of
the enemy’s sentinels. Not a mowment was wasted in
considering how it behoved them next to act. The
raft waa Joaded, at early dawn, with men and guns:
it performed its voysge, in epite of a ceaseless fire of
matchiocks snd wail-pieces ; and, in the course of three

ours, Mejor Lawrence found himself, with his whole
force, under the walls of Davicottah., He made instant
preparations to storm ; and, to Clive, whowe ability snd
daring were well known to him, and who earnestly
solicited the honour, the duty of leading on the forlom
hope was intrusted,

From the moment that the dispositions of the English
became apparent, the enemy had busied themselves in
cutting trenches, and throwing up hreastworks, so as
to intercept and enfilade the approaches to the breach.
These, though as yet incomplete, were not wholly con-
temptible ; while a muddy rivulet, that flowed in their
front, added not & little to their strength, Regardless
of the obstacles thus opposed to him, Clive formed his
corps, consisting of 34 Europesns and 700 sepoys, into
two bodies ; and, putting himself at the head of the
former, pushed on, after giving strict orders thst the
latter should follow at a very moderste interval. Not
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without some loss, and considerable difficulty, the Eu.
ropeans passed the stream ; for its channel was stony,
snd its banks steep ; butthzynomnergnnedafoonng
on firmer ground, than they sprang forward. It was
the design of their gallant leader to take the epaulement
in flank ; while the sepoys, advancing to the front, should
hold the garrison in check : but, unfortunately, the latter,
overcome by & pudden panic, hlmgblck. The conse-
quences were very disastrous. A body of Tanjore
horse, which stood concealed behind a projecting tower,
mshedmddmlyﬁomtheirpheeoftmbuamde,md,
falling upon the party in the rear, cat down the whole,
with the exception of Clive and three others. These, by
retreating rapidly, escaped to the sepoy corps, which,
though it failed to advance, stood in good erder behind
the ptream ; and the Tanjoreans, overawed by the coun-
tenance which they presented, abatsined from any at-
terapt to molest them.

Nothing daunted by this check, Major Lawrence
ordered the whole of the Europeans to the front, and
placed them, as before, under the immediate cominand of
lieutenant Clive. On this occasson, every thing went on
as the most sanguine could have desired. The Tanjore
horse, again attempting to charge, were met by a volley
which utterly destroyed them ; while the men, snimated
by the example of their leader, rushed up the breach, and
made the place their own, Nor were the future oper-
atione of the expedition legs fortunate. A detachment
of 160 Europeanx. and 200 sepoys, which took posses-
sion of the pagods of Acheveran, a etrong square build-
ing, rituated sbout five miles to the sonth-west of
Davicottah, repulsed a furious sttempt made thet night
to recover it. Neverthelees, it was easy to perceive
that, in the expectationa which they had been led to
form of co-operation from the people, the Englich were
deceived. Not a single Tanjorean joined them ; snd
the chiefs were, in consequence, well pleased to come to
&n accommodation, whick, while it secured to their own
government possession of Davicottah and its depend-
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encies, obtained for the fugitive rajeh & small penxion,
mﬁichhemlghtmb-htasapﬂvateperwn

While this campsign (neither very profitable nor very
creditable) was in progress, the French were consolid-
ating their power from dey to day, snd making rapid
wtrides towurds the acquisition of thet empire on which
Mons, Dupleix had set his heart. Chunda Sehib,
ransomed st their expense, and placed at the head of
8000 men, soon made himself known throughout sonth-
ern India «» & puccessful warrior ; and gradually added
to his Yttle army, till he had ewelled its numbera to the
amount of 6000. His next business was to make 2
tender of hin services to Mirzapha Jung, already in
the field ; and, as these were joyfully aecepted on his
own terms, the allies prepared, with 40,000 men, to in.
vade the Carnatie, As they approached the frontier,
they were joined by a French force, consisting of 400 En-
ropeand, 100 caffres, and 1800 sepoys, with which they
continued their march until they arrived in the presence
of Anwar ed Dien, who cccupied an entrenched position
under the gums of Amboor. A fierce conflict ensued,
in which the French performed prodigiez of valour,
end which ended in the total defeat of Anwar ad Dien.
He himeelf was slain, and his eldest pon taken prisoner;
while his second, by name Mahomed Ali, escaped, by
the fleetness of his horse, to Trichinopoly.

Had the victorions adventurers followed up this sue-
cess, by laying siege at once to Trichinopaly, there is
every resson wbehevethntthemmtexmngmtday-

line of conduet, they marched firet to Arcot, and after.
wards to Pondicherry ; whmagreatdealoafpnmonu
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Rajah. Mesnwhile, Nazir Jung, alarmed at the pro-
gress which his rivel was making, put himself at the
head of a numerous army, snd hastened to the relief of
the Tanjoreans — already pushed to the greatest ex-
tremity. Mirzapha Jung and Chunde 8ghib felt that
they were not in & condition to hazard a battle. They
broke up with the utmost precipitation, and songht
shelter at Pondicherry.

It in not a little surprising, that the Engligh, though
fully aware of the designs of their rivals, and impressed
with due glarm lest they might be realized, should
have abatained, all this while, from placing themselves,
where common prudence required, — in opposition to the
French, They not only made no tender of their scrvices
to Anwar ad Dien, but even, after his defeat end ceath,
permitted admiral Boacawen to depart with the fleet to
Europe : nay, eo decidedly pacific wes the whole tenour
of their bearing, that Clive withdrew from the army,
and returned to hie civil occupations, As his merits
were .universally recognised, no opposition was offered
to thia, certmn.ly unusuel, proceeding: indeed, he was
placed at once in the same position, as to rank and
emolument, which he would have occupied, had he
never exchanged the pen for the sword ; while his
friend, major Lawrence, procured for him, over and
above, the sppointment of commissary to the British
troope. But though thus favoured, in 2 worldly point
of view, his gituation proved to be the reverse of
agrecable, He was peized with a violent nervous fever,
which affected him so severely, 2a to render a voyage to
the milder climate of Bengal necessary: yet Deither
that, nor the other remedies applied, sufficed to restore
him to his former health. On the contrary, many
weeks elapsed ere the constant depression of his spirits
permitted a personal attendant to be withdrawn from
him even for a moment ; nor, to the last hour of his
life, did he succeed in shaking off, entirely, that most
distressing accompaniment of the complaint to which
he had been & martyr.

VOL. IO, c
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It belongs not to the biographer of Clive to narrate,
in detail, the progress of those remarkable events which
bad well-nigh given to France an sbeolute, though a
borrowed suthority over the whole of southern Indis.
‘We must content ourselves, therefore, with stating, that
Nazir Jung, supported by a battalion of English, took
posat in front of Pondicherry ; and that, for & time, the
fortanes of Dupleix appesred to have fallen to the lowest
ebb. His officera mutinied, his troopa ‘deserted their
colours ; and his allies, Mirzepha Jung and Chunds
Sahib, gave up all for lost. The latter, indeed, took
refuge in the French presidency, where an asylum was
atill afforded him ; while the former threw himself upon
the mercy of his uncle, by whom he was immediately
cest into chains, But that which open violence had failed
to effect, intrigne and boundless duplicity, for & time, at
last secured. Dupleix opened a negotiation with Nazir
Jung, ostensibly with the view of bringing their dif-
ferences to a settlement ; in reality, that he might blow
up into a flame the sparks of disaffection which he knew
to smnoulder in the camp ; and the scheme, desplite its
unjustifisble character, went on o the most fortunate
result. The English, disgusted and offended by Nazir
Jung’s folly, withdrew, Certain native chiefs, whose
pay was far in arresr, rebelled ; and, during a tumuit
occasioned by an attack from the French forces, Nazir
Jung waa glain. In & moment Mirzepha was restored
to freedom, wnd elevated, amid the acclamations of the
army,botheneant

The first use which the new soubahdar made of power,
was to appoint Dupleix governor of all the Mogul do-
minions on the Coromandel const, from the river Kistna
to Cape Comorin; Chunda Bghib being nominated his
deputy, as well as nabob of Arcot. No umbrage was
taken at this ; but the earnestness with which he strove
to cut down the claims of thone chiefs to whom, divectly
at least, he stood indebied for his elevation, produced
verioup discontent. From the effects of this, not even
M. Bussy’s French brigade, which sttended his march
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homewards, sufficed to shield him. A new revolt took
place ; and though it ended, unlike the former, in the
totsl defeat of the conspirators, it proved fatal to Mir-
zapha himeelf: he was slain by a thrust from the spear
of one of the pative chiefs, while engaging bim in single
combat,

‘The death of their minion would have proved fatal to
the interests of the French, had not Bussy acted on the
oceasion with o degree of promptitnde and forethought
deserving of the highest praise. Passing by the children
of Mirzapha Jung, sll of whom were infants, he per.
smaded the principal men in the camp to proclaim, as
soubahdar, Balabut Jung, the eldest surviving son of
Nigam al Mulk. That prince was accordingly raised to
the viceregal throme ; and, as he undertook to fulfil all
the engagements into which his predecessor had entered,
neither Chunda 8shib mor Dupleix experienced the
slightest reluctance to acknowledge his authority.

While these revolutions were occurring elsewhere,
Chunda Sahib, in possession of the city of Arcot, as-
sumed all the state, and hegan to exercise the authority,
of nabob. 8o completely, indeed, did his power appear
to be established, that Mahomed Ali had begun to ne-
gotiate with him an to terme of sibmission, when an act
of outrageous vanity on the part of the French entho-
itien roused the English into a bolder and wiser policy
than they had yet edopted. The sight of numerous
white flags wsvit:éﬂmund their settlements, operated
with irresistible effect on the indignation of the autho-
rities at Fort St. David’s, and induced them to espouse
openly, and without disguise, the cause of Mahomed
Ali. Finding thst both Chunda Sahib end Dupleix
could yield nothing, and that even the possession of
Trichinopoly, for which Mshomed had alone stipulated,
wag refused, they withdrew the qualified ackmowledg.
ment which they had given of Chunda’s title, and made
ready, by force of srms, to place Mahomed in his chair.

The prospect of sctive empleyment in that profession
which engaged all his affections, soon drew Mr. Clive

¢ 2



20 BRITIER MILITARY COMMANDERS,

from the maye Juerative business of the counting-house.
He claimed and received his rank as lieutenant ; and a
force being mustered in the beginning of April, 1750,
with which it was proposed to march to the sssistance
of Mahomed Ali, then threatened with invesion, CHve
immediately attached himself to it. But this renewal of
Clive’s military carcer was not attended by any very
flattering sugury, Captain Gingen, who commanded,
after carrying the fortified pagods of Verdachelum, sat
down before Volcondah, a streng hill fort on the banks
of the river Valaru; which, though summoned in the
neme of Mahomed Ali, refused to open ita gates. The
pettah, or town, was accordingly stormed ; but the fort
resisted all attempta at escalade : while the approach of
Chunda 8chib, et the head of & formidable srmy, ren-
dered it impracticable to open batteries, or attack it by
regular process of siege. Nor did the disappointment of
the English end here. Chunda Sghib advancing to give
them battle, a panic, the congequence of too much hesi-
tation among the cfficers, caused the men to waver; and
the Furopesn hattalion fled shamefully, in spite of the
utmost efforts of Clive to rally them. Captain Gingen
was, therefore, compelled to retreat with all precipitation;
and leaving Volcondah to be gecured by the enemy, o
seck shelter under the walls of Trichinopoly.

In this discreditable retrogression Clive took no part,
for he guitted the camp immediately sfter the disastrous
affuir of Volcondeh, Whether he was induced to do so
by a feeling of disgust, or acted in the strict line of his
duty, we cannot pretend to say ; but we find him, while
Gingenandhiswmndesmmtainingmaxdmn
giege in Trichinopoly, urging upon the authorities of
Fort $t. David both the wisdom and the necessity of more
vigorous measures. The advice thus given according
with their own views, a body of 80 Europeans and 300
sepoys were assembled, at the head of which Mr. San-
ders, a member of council, placed himeelf, supported by
heulenantChve Theymarchedﬂnt to Verdachelum,

into which they threw supplies, ﬂmugheompelledmcut
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their way through 2 strong foree by which it was in-
vested, and then pushed forward to T'richinopoly, where
their arrival had been for some time ardently desired.
Neverthelesz Clive proceeded no farther than Verdache.
lum. He found there ample employment in animating
the conrage of the garrison, and teaching them how
most effectually to maintain themeelves ; while his views
extended farther than the bare reinforcement of Gingen,
of whose fate, if not effectaally relieved, he could not
entertain a doubt. As soon, therefore, as he had placed
matters on a sure footing within the pagoda, he sallied
forth, attended by a alender escort; and fighting his
way, sword in hand, through the enemy’s patrols, suc-
ceeded, though not without extreme difficulty, in reach-
ing Fort 8t. David.

Thia exploit had been performed but a few days,
when the misconduct of certain officers rendering it ne-
cessary to remove them from the service, Clive secured
the reward of his eckmowledged exertions by promotion
to the rank of captain. In that capacity he again took
the field as second in command under captain Clarke,
who was appointed to conduet a fresh reinforcement to
the garrison at T'richinopaly. The little corps consisted
only of 100 Europeana and 50 sepoys; yet such was
the judgment with which its movementa were directed,
thet it not only performed its long and srduoms march
uninjured, but encountered and overthrew 2 body of 30
French and 700 natives, by whom sn effort was made
¢o intercept it at the village of Condore,  5till Clive was
28 far as ever indisposed to shut himseelf up within the
wills of a beleaguered town : he therefore gave up his
command, quitted the place almost alone, and veturned
to infuse fresh spirit into the councils of the authorities
at the colonial eapital.

We stated some time ago that Arcot, the chief city
of the province, had been oecupied by Chunda Sahib;
and that he established there, as nabob, the seat of his
power. It was suggested by captain Clive, thet an at.
tack hararded upon that ph;ewwld tend mere to the

)
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relief of Trichinopoly then any movement made di-
rectly in support of ite defenders ; inesmuch as Chunda
Bahib would not, in all probability, permit his capital
to be seized without making sn effort to save it. The
plam appeared feasible in all its bearings, and Clive him-
self wes appointed to carry it into execntion ; though
the whole force which it was found practicable to
muster, smounted to no more than 200 Earopeans and
800 sepoyz, under the guidsnee of eight officers, six of
whom had never seen othexr pervice than that of the

parade,

On the 26th of August this handfu? of men, attended
by 2 train of three fleld-pieces, set ont from Madras,
and on the 2gth arrived at Congeveram, a town of con.
siderable extent, and commanded in some degree by a
large pagoda. There Clive received intellipence that
Arcot was oceupied by a garrison of 1100 wen, and that
the citadel was smply supplied both with artillery and
smmunition. Nething daunted by this information, he
wrote to Madras, reguiring that two 18.pounders should
be pent after him without delay, while he himself sus.
pended not his forward movement for one howr. So
bold yet sc prudent a procedure failed not of leading to
the happiest result. It chanced that a violent thunder-
storm came on when the coluron was now within ten
miles of Arcot; end so sstonished were the ememy’s
troops at the hardihood of Clive and his companions,
whom the fury of the elements neither checked nor dis-
commoded, that they evacuated the fort without waiting
for 2 eummons, Clive marched through the open town
¢mid a conegurse of 100,000 spectators; end entering
the abandoned citedel, caused the Britich flag to be
hoisted npon its remparts.

Neither disheartened under difficulties, nor lulled into
mistaken confidence by muccess, Clive immediately em-
ployed himself in preparing his newly-acquired conquest
10 resist the storm with which he doubted not that it woald
be speedily samailed. He ondered a stock of provisions
to be laid im, and, while his instructions were receiving
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their folfilment, he himself led out a portion of his little
army in pursuit of the fugitive garrison, which was un-
derstood to be hovering near. He came up with them,
in number 900, including & body of 600 horse, nem
the castle of Timery, distant about six miles south-west
of the city. It cannot be eaid that any action ensued ;
for the enemy, though they fired a few ahota at long
tange from a single pisce of cannon, would not abide
the approach of the English. Scarce » musket was

, ere they fled in confusion, snd found wafety
among the hills in their rear.

An it formed no part of Clive’s plan to risk his
handful of hrave men too far in the open country, he
contented himself with this asuccess, and returned to
Arcot ; bat hearing, on the 6th of September, that the
enemyhadagmneolheﬁedmhmnelghbourhood to the
amount of 2000 men, he determined once more to attack
them. On this occasion & more serious affair ocourred ;
for the enemy bad & couple of gums which fired with
gome effect, while their position, partly in & grove,
partly under cover of an old tank, ensbled them to
sustsin for & few moments a tolerably warm fusilisde.
But Clive sew the advantage which their position gave
them, and scon mede his dispositions to deprive them of
it. Having drawn hiz people behind the cover of certain
buildings, he detached an officer with 40 men to take the
tank in reverse; while he himself, with the remainder,
prepuediorushuponitfromthefront. ‘I‘hemove.
ments were well executnd, and produced all the effect
that hed been anticipated from them. The enemy,
driven from their sirong ground, took shelter within
the walls of Timery, which Clive, being destitute of bat-
tering capnon, found it impracticable to reduce; and
hence, after throwing  few shells into it, he fell back
upon Arcot, observed, rather than hersssed, all the
way by the enemy’s cavalry.

Well caleulated 24 these movements were to impress
the adherents of Chunda 8ahib with respect for English
valour, they did not prevent the gradual assemhling of &

a4
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force, by which Arcot was, in mome degree, invested.
It is true that the besiegers, if so they may be termed,
kept aloof for a time with extreme caution, — a senti.
ment which was certainly not diminished by the result
of a sortie which Clive made during the night of Sep-
tember the 14th: pevertheless, as the force by which
he was threatened became more and more numerous,
his anxiety to receive the 18.poundera for which he had
written gained strength. In due time he sscertaimed
that they were in full march towarda him ; but as the
mesgenger who brought this intelligence communicated
wso that the enemy were maling dispositions to cut
them off, Clive felt that the greatest risks must be ran,
otherwise the moat sericus consequences might follow.
With characteristic hardihood, he ordered every man
under arms, except 30 Europeans and 50 sepoy soldiera,
with whom he himself propesed to defend the citadel
againgt any attempt at surprise ; after which instructing
them to storm the pagoda of Congeveram, of which he
learned that the enemy had taken poseession, he taught
them where to receive the convoy, and how to conduct
it in mafety to the place of deetination. Again the most
perfect suceess rewarded hie courage and foresmight.
The enemy did endeavour, during the absence of the
covering party, to seize the citzdel, and were repulsed in
% night attack, with heavy loaa ; while the convoy, taken
up by those eent out to meet it, marched through the
city, and entered the fort in triumph,

In the meanwhile Chunda 8ahib, alarmed by the loss
of his capital, took the step which Clive's sagacity
enabled him to anticipate, by detaching 4000 men from
Trichinopoly, under his son Rajsh Sahib, whom he
commanded, at all hazards, to recover the place, This
corps, being reinforced on in its route by 150 French
soldiers from Pondicherry, entered Arcot on the 23d of
Beptember, and proceeded, in conjunction with the army
already wssembled there, to tighten the chain of invest.
mwnt, But Rajah Sahib soon found that he had no
rommon sdversary with whom to deal. At daybreak
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on the morning of the 24th, Clive directed a sortie to
be made, with a view rather to impress the besiegers
with a thorough conviction of their own inferiority as
soldiers, than for the purpose of driving them from a
large open town. 1t was conducted with great gallantry,
in two columms, at the head of one of which Clive
himself went on; and it so far produced the desired
cffect, that Rajah Bahib appeara to have been struck
with amazemtent ; but it cost the gerrison dear. Up-
wards of 50 Europeans, including 2 officers, one of
artillery, the only scientific soldier in the place, fell,
or were disabled in the conflict, while not a single tro.
phy, not even a gun, though several were at one moment
in their possession, was carried back by the daring
sesailants,

Though astonished at the temerity of the Englich,
Rajeh Bahib was far from abandoning his enterprize,—
which, on the contrary, & further reinforcement of 2000
men, received on the day following, enabled him to pro.
secute with increased vigour, It had been a prineipal
object with the garrison to ruin all the houses which in
any degree commanded or interfered with the fire from
the ramparis. 'This they had very imperfectly accom-
plished ; and Rajah 8ghib, as prudence required, caused
the whole to be occupied in force, 8o as to sweep the
parapet with a murderous discharge of musketry. Clive
made & desperate effort to relieve himeelf from thia
annoyance, Hesent out et midnight an ensign and 10
men, whom he let down by ropes from the walls ; and,
giving to them four or five barrels of gunpowder, he
directed them, let it cost what it would, to blow down
the troublesome buildings, The gallant little party
penetrated into the range unobserved; they laid their
mine, too, a8 judiciously as darkness and the necessity
of concealment would allow; but, unfortunately, it was
not placed aright, and, when exploded, did litte da-
mage. Nor waa this all ; the xope, by which the officer

endeavoured to regain his place in the fort, troke ; and
Clive was in consequence depnvedofmother eouﬂ,]uwr
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at & weasoh when the services of all were becoming
hourly more and more valuable.

There were now left only four officers, including
Clive, 150 Europeans, and 200 sepoy soldiers, to main..
tain a for{, which, hesides, that it was of extremely
irregular formation, and in many parts positively ruin.
ous, rmeasured a full mile in circumference., Its
defences consisted of a wet diteh, almost every where
fordable ; a rampart too narrow for the aetion of artil-
lery; a parapet low, slight, and dilapidated ; with
several towers, of which some were in rufne, while each
was incapable of containing more thaw s single gun.
Two gateways gave admission to this place of strength;
both of them gelleries, which, projecting forty feet
beyond the line of the works, were approached, not by
drawbridges, but by narrow couseways, yun acroes the
woat. But the mstier in which, shove all othevs,
Clive found himself wanting, was in cannon. The
18-pounders brought up from Madres composed the
whole of his heavy train ; and even of light guns, vary.
ing from 4 to 9-pounders, he poasessed only eleven. 8till,
where a governor ie yeaolute, and & gerrison faithful,
means, slender secording to ordinary caleulation, are
found to avail even in moments of emergency. Neither
Clive nor his brave followers Iooked at their scanty
resources, except with & view to make the moat of them ;
and thefr zeal end intrepidity led to the result, which
intrepidity and seal may almost alweys ensure,

During the first fourteen days after the investment
was completed, the enemy, not yet farnished with bai.
tering eannon, carried on the siege by means of a bom.
bardment, and an incessant fire of musketry. From
the former the garrison smffered little ; but the lstter
wip 80 close end so well directed, thztnotawuld
lhowhimselfonthemm,theveryuntine]sbeing
posted under embankments hastily thrown wp during
the night, On the 24th of October, bowever, two 18-
pounders, with seven lighter picces, arrived from Pon.
dicherry, aud Rajah Sahib began— the French serving
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his gune, ~— 10 beiter in breach. The firet discharge,
striking one of Clive’s heavy guns, dismounted it; the
second rendered it atterly useless. A similar fate befell
the remaining 1 8-pounder, which being seriously injured
was withdrawn ; after which the enemy compelled the
besieged to hide the remainder of their artillery, so
guperior was the practice of the French gunners. This
done, they threw such a weight of unopposed fire npon
the crazy towers and ramperts, that in six days they
kad beaten down not less than fifty feet of well. Bat
Clive, nothing daunted by the failure of his outward
line, exerted himeelf to render the breach defensible.
He caused retrenchments to be thrown up; cut » deep
ditch behind the ruins; scettered crowsfeet and other
impediments along the slope, and placing three of his
fleld-pieces 8o a8 to enfilade the epproach, waited reso-
lutely to receive the asesult. Of all this the enemy
received immediate intelligence, for there were spies on
both sides, between whom & constent communication
was kept ap : they, therefore, abstained from bringing
matters to the issne of a storm, till a second breach
should have been effected.
‘While Rajah Sahib was erecting 2 new bgttery, and
ing to batter the south-western face of the fort,
the gurrison employed themselves in erecting a Iofty
tower, from the summit of which they were enabled to
overlook the whole of the besiegers’ movements. With
extreme labour they mounted here an enormous iron
gun, honeyecombed by age, for it belonged originally to
Arungzebe, and cumbersome to the last degree. From
thiz huge engine they ventured to throw, once a day, &
ball weighing 72 pounds ; though to effect thia they
were compelled to load it with 20 pounda of gunpowder,
and discharge it by mesns of & train laid along the
ground. Nothing, of conree, conld resist such a ghot:
it went sheer and direct through the palace where Rajah
fighib bad established himself ; but though it excited
great alarm among the courtiers, it produced no other
regal, for on the fourth discharge the gun burst,
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In this manner the siege went on, the army throw-
ing up mounds, which were beaten down by the garri-
#op, and firing with prodigions effeet upon the new
breach. This became, ere long, equally practicable with
the other ; and, notwithstending the incessant volleys
with which the gerrieon swept ita face, it wae manifest
to all that the hour of finel trisl could not be much
longer deferred. Meanwhile, however, an attempt was
made frorm Madras to throw in succours ; and a party
of 100 Europeans, with 200 sepoys, set out for the
purpose. But, being attacked during their march by
overwhelming numbers, and suffering severely from a
cannonade, they were compelled to fall back upen Po.
pamalee, Nor was the approach of 6000 Mahrattas,
under their chief Moravi-Row, more beneflciel to Clive
and his compenions. Though hired by the king of
Mysore to support Mahomed Al, and pledged to effect
a diversion in Clive’s favour, these fickle marauders
stood aloof, &e if waiting the result of the struggle ; of
which Rajsh Sehib was now so little confident, that he
eeht in to offer honourable terms to the garrison ; and
4 large sum of money to its commander, as the price of
surrender, Both propositions were, however, rejected ;
end the Rajah, at once exasperated and alarmed, (for
the Mahrattas hegan, at lagt, to move, and a fresh co-
humn wae approaching from Madras,) determined to try
the hazard of & general assanlt.

The 14th of November, the atmiversary of the mur-
der of the brothers, Nassein and Jasaein, is ohserved as
a high festival among the Mohsmmedan inhabitanta of
India. They celebrate the event amid the wildest ex-
cesses, and are taught to believe that all who fall in
baitle on that day, while fighting against unbelievers,
are translated st once to the highest paradise. Of the
enthusiaam produced by the return of that sacred ses-
oon, Rajah Sahib took advantage ; and, after plentifully
wupplying his people with intoxicating drugs, issmed
orders that the fort shonld be stormed at break of day.
But the souree of information which bad so frequently
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enabled Clive to anticipate the designs of the enemy,
failed him not on the present occasion. He made him-~
gelf fully master of their plan of operstions; and, having
with characteristic coclness, completed the arrangements

to thwart them, he lay down in his clothes,
and slept soundly.

The first dawn of the moming displayed to the eyes
of the watchfnl garrison a magnificent, though a very
formidzble, military epectacle. Excited to the highest
pitch of enthusisem, the besiegers came on in four
columnng ; one againat each of the gates, the others in
the direction of the breaches, while a swarm of inde.
pendent companies rushed with ladders in their hands,
to geale the walls in every interval, At the hend of each
of the corps destined to assamlt the gnteways moved
severel large elephants, partially defended by iron platea
upon their foreheads, from which long iren apikes pro-
jected ; while a huge raft was slready launched in thst
pert of the ditch, which, without some instrument of
paseage, would have held the assailants at bay, Clive
and his gallant followers beheld these judicious pre~
perations without dismay, Though reduced, by recent
logees, to barely 200 men, of whom 80 only were Eu-
ropeans, they stood to their posta like persons prepered
for the last extremity ; the front ranks alone handling
their weapons, while those in rear found more usefal
oecupation in enahling them, by a constant succession
of loaded muskets, to sustain an uninterrupted fire.

Nothing could exceed the fary of the asgault, The
ditch in front of the north-western breach heing ford-
sble, the enemy rushed through with the recklesanesa
of wild beasts, and gained not only the summit, but the
nearest of the retrenchments, ere so much aa a check
occurred. In like manner, the raft was crowded in 2
moment, by men who seemed to value life as nothing ;
while, elsewhere, ladders were applied with the mont
daring intrepidity, in the face of a murderous discharge
of every species of missile, But if the zesailants ‘were
flerce, those who defended the ruins were coel, resolute,
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and collected. They had pointed their slender artillery
with meagured exsctness ; piles of grenedes lay every
wheve ready for use, and a hedge of hayonets presented it-
#elf to receivethe daring men who struggled up the broken
ateep, or hung madly on the ladders. The most dread~
ful nlanghter ensued. Mowed down by shot, or trens-
fixed by pikes, or lacerated by the fragments of shells
which every where burst sround them, the enemy vainly
sought to move the smbborn garrison from their posts,
and died by hundreds, rather than relinguish sn attempt
too gigentic for human accomplishment.

For 4 full hour the combat raged with all the fary
which gives its character to a struggle on ** the deadly
imminent breach.” Not at a eingle point, however, had
a Jodgement been effected, for the old breach wag co-
vered only with dead carcasses, and the raft which sus-
tained the aseailants of the new breach fell to pieces
under the well-directed fire of a gun served by Clive
Limeelf. To have persevered any longer would have
been to throw away the lives of his troops for no pur-~
pose : 80 Chunda Bahib caused the signal of retreat to
sound ; and his broken and digpirited columns gladly
obeyed it. They fled in absolute confusion ; and though
they rallied under cover of the houses, whence they sent
to solicit 2 truce for the purpose of burying their dead,
they showed no disposition to try the fortune of a re-
newed atisck. It is true that, af four in the afternoon,
& soon a5 the truce expired, their guns opened again
with great alacrity, and that the fire thus remmed
was kept up, with considerabls spirit, till two on the
following morning. But at that hour it wholly ceased ;
and when daylight came, Clive’s patrolea discovered,
that Rajah Sahih had retrested, leaving several pieces
of canmon, and a Jarge guantity of baggage, behind.
Thus, after a close siege of fifty days’ duration, the
gerricon wag relicved from the pregence of 2 flerce and
exasperated enemy ; while its commander enjoyed the
lofty eatisfaction of finding, that his perseverance end
indomitsble courage had not been exercised in vain.
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On the evening of that day which witnessed the re-
pulse of Rajah Bahib, the long looked for succours from
Madras arrived ; while a considerable body of deserters
presenting themselves, Clive found that, after sufficiently
providing for the continued maintenance of the place,
he would be sble to take the fleld at the head of 900
men. With these, of whom 200 were Europeans, he
marched out immediately in purmoit of the fAying
enemy, whom he expected to find in their former po.
eition under the gums of Timery. But not considering
themeelves safe a0 near their enterprising oppovent,
they had fallen back towarde Velore; upon which,
Timery, ebendoned to the defence of ita ordinary ger-
rison, surrendered on the first summons. Clive threw
2 few men into the place, and returned to the vicinity
of Arcot.

Had it been possible to bring the Msahrattas, of
whom not fewer than 6000 were in the provinee, to act
either vigorously or systematically in co-operation with
himeelf, Clive would have advanced at once upen
Velore, where, notwithstanding the industry with which
they had fortified their position, he would have
doubtless with success, the combited French abd Indian
armies. The Mahrattas, however, gt all times more
inclined to plhunder than to fight, kept entirely aloof,
till & night attack successfully executed upon their own
camp, induced & portion of themn to attach their Yor.
tunes to those of the English. This had not long oc-
curred, when intelligence of the movement towards
Arniofa.corpsfroml’ondid:ezryeme in : -~ Clive
instently got his people under arme, and though again
deserted by the Mshrattes, made a movement to cut off
the convoy ; but the enemy, informed of his approsch,
retrested tg Chittapet, from whence, in a fow days af-
terwards, they again moved to Ami, and formed a
junction with Chunda Sahib. Meenwhile Clive, who
had retwrned to Arcot, was exerting hiu best endeavours
to coneentrate & reapectable force, and having prevailed
upon Basin-Row, with 600 Mahrattas, to join him, he
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determined, if possible, to bring on & battle.  With this
view he pushed towards Arni, accomplishing a march
of twenty miles in a single afternoon ; and arrived in
presence of the ememy just as they were preparing to
eroes the river. Chunda Sghib’s forces amounted to
litle short of 5000 men, of whom 300 were Europeans,
end 2000 cavalry. He believed himself more than a
match for the handful of troops that now threstened
his rear ; so, directing a counter-march to be executed,
he began to retrace his steps, for the purpose of giving
rather than receiving the attack.

This movement waa no sconer discovered, than Clive
ordered a halt ; and taking advantage of 2 village that
covered one flank, and, a grove of palm-trees which
protected the other, he drew up, with the Mahrettas on
the right, the sepoys on the left, and the Europeans,
with all the artillery, in the centre. 1In his front, again,
was & paddy field, swampy and impeasable to cannon
through which, however, a causeway ran, leading cir.
cuitously towards the village; while behind him was
& plain, offering slender chances of escape, should his
line give way in the presence of a cavalry so superior.
The enemy, oo the other hand, made ready to attempt
the position in two columns. Of these, one eonsisting
of all the French infantry, 1500 sepoys, and four
pleces of cannon, bore down along the causeway in the
direction of the village; while the other, made up
<hiefly of horse, among whom were interlaced abomt
1000 sepoys, threatened the palm grove.

We have spoken of the Mahrattas as being, of late
years ai least, more conversant with the ert of plan-
dering than with .that of fighting. On the present oc-
casion, however, they ably pustained the reputation
which their forefathers had earned under Bivaji; for
they not only sustained, with great gallantry, the onnet
of the attacking body, but made repested charges in the
face of 8 heavy munketry fire. Mesawhile the enemy's
left column suffered so much from the cannon which
enfiluded the causewsy, that it fairly recoiled. Indeed,
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the sepoys rushed into the field, where they drew up in
line, leaving the guns but feebly supported by a few
platoons of Europeans, Clive saw, and lost not a mo-
ment in making use of, that fatal error. Sending a
couple of pieces round to sustain the Mahrattas, and
holding the main body of his English infantry in hand,
he directed & rush to be made by three or four com-
panies from the village upon the enemy’s guns; and
his orders were obeyed with so much steadiness, that
the pecple Jeft to guard the battery fell back with pre-
cipitation, Clive instantly followed up the adventage
thus gained. He led out 2 strong support, pressed the
retreating force along the canseway, drove it from twe
choultries, where an attempt was made to rally, and
turned the enemy’s line. Immediately the sepoys in
the rice field hroke and fled ; while the cavalry, following
their example, hurried from the palm grove, and left
the Mahrattas masters of the field. In thie action,
which lasted in all considergbly lesa than an hour, there
fell of the enemy fifty French, and 150 natives ; the
English lost only two Europeans and eight sepoys ; the
Mahrsties about Aifty in killed and wounded,

The tide of fortune was now completely twmed, and
Clive was not the man to make the least of ite change.
He pursued Rajah Sshib through Arni, of which the
governor, though he refused to open his gatea, took the
onth of sllegiance to Mahomed Al. He then, after
seperating from hin Mahrattas, who proceeded to join
their chief in the peighbourhood of Trichinopoly,
marched upon Congeveram, into which, during the late
giege of Arcot, the French hed thrown a garrison,
After a aharp action, sustained on the part of the
enemy with musketry aone, he took the pagods by
sssault, the French evacnating the place as his troops
begun to enter, and parrowly escaping with their liven
Finally, he beat down the fortifications, which, with his
present means, it would have been inconvenient as well
0 repair ag to defend; and after securing Arcot, by
pmngtbueabudyufﬁOOEmpmmmdswupay

VoL II.
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infantry, he brought the campaign to & close in the
middle of December, by retiring with the reat of hia
corps to Madras.

The withdrawal of Clive's force from the fleld served
as a signal of reunion to the scattered and dispirited
bends of Rajah Sahib; who 1o sooner found that his
indefatigable enemy had retired into quarters, than he
began again to sct on the offensive. The worke at
Congeveram were repaired, and a fresh garrison thrown
into the pagoda; after which numerous maranding
parties were sent out, which carried devestation up to
the foot of Bt. Thomas’s Mount. Throughout the whole
of January, indeed, the rajah continued master of almost
all the open country; and, by the havoe which he spread
around, caused serious injury to the revenuea hoth of the
nabob and the English. To put a stop to this destruc.
tive species of warfare, Clive waa again called upon to
take the field, at the head of 38¢ Eunropeans, 1300
scpoys, and six piecea of cannen; an srmy, if such it
may be termed, which the English govermment mae.
ceeded in drawing together only by making large
draughts from all the garrisons, not excepting ihat of
Arcot jtself.

Clive's first object naturally waa to overtake the
enemy, and to force them, if poesible, to a general ac-
tion. For this purpose, he marched upon Vendalore, a
town near which, and at the distance of twenty-five
miles from Madras, they were understcod to have
formed an entrenched camp. He found, however, as he
proceeded, that they had suddenly broken up and de-
parted, no one knew whither, with every mark of haste ;
and the conclusion to which he came wes, that intel.
ligence of some dimaster at Trichinopoly had reached
them, and that they were marching to support their
chief in that quarter, Notwithstanding all this, Clive
pursued his journey &ill he reached the site of the
enemy's encampment ; whence, being better instrneted
us to their movements, he pushed upon Congeveram,
near which he lesrned that they were concentrating,
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Again he reached his point of destination only in suffi-
cient time to be made aware that the enemy were still
in advance of him. 'They had heard of the enfechled
state of the gerrison at Aveof, and they were now
hastening to that place, in the hope of being able to
surprise it ere supplies could be sent from any other
quarter,

Clive summoned the pagoda, which opened its gates,
without offering any resistance. He then gave his
troops four and twenty hours to repose; after which
be resumed the line of march, and pressed towards Arcot.
Thie wae the more necessary, as advices had core in
of a discovered correapondence between Rajah 8ghib and
two sepoy officers in garrison there; while the enemy
were ascertained to be in possession of the town, be-
tween which and the citadel skirmishes had already
taken pleee, But Clive waa destined to attain the object
of his wishes sooner than he had anticipated. His
advanced guprd was already within sight of Coveripawk,
towards which its steps were eomewhat carelessly turned,
when, just after sunset, there opened upon it a heavy
fire of grape from mnine gune stationed in & grove, at
250 yarde distance. These were French pieces, which,
supported by 160 Europeans, Rajah Sahib had so placed .
a8 to enfilade the road ; while, with the rerainder of his
army, amounting in sll to 5000 men, of whom 300
were Kuropeans, he prepared to attack the English
both in front and on the flank.

8o little wes this affair anticipated, that the line
wavered, and became confused, recovering its sterdiness
only after the men were removed from the high road, and
placed under the shelter of an empty watercourse. They
had not, however, ocqupied this position many minutes,
when the enemy, advancing in column with 300 French
grenadiers at their head, made a furious effort to dis-
lodge them. A warm musketry fire ensued, which was
guatzined by both parties during two hours, the moon
shedding her light upon the scene, even before the last
reys of the sun were hidden ; while a cloud of cavalry,

2
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rushing past, hung upon the right of the English, and
made more than one attempt to cut off the baggege.
But it was by the fire of the guns, to which his inferior
train eould offer no effectusl opposition, that Clive suf-
fered most severely. These gweeping the road, and
commanding the whole compass of the plain, rendered
any formation of the line next to impossible ; indeed,
it was manifest that, unless means were devised to silence
the cannonade, the most dissetrous consequences must
ensue.

There weas attached to Clive’s corpa a serjeant, by
name Schawlum, who spoke the country languages with
great fluency, This man, attended by a few sepoys,
Clive ment out with onders to reconncitre the grove
cloeely, and to collect al} possible information touching
the position of the artillery, and the amount of infantry
by which it waa covered. Schawlum executed his com..
miesion with admirsble address, and brought back a
report so faithfol, that an officer was immediately de-
tached, at the head of 200 Europeans and 400 patives,
for the purpose of storzning the hattery. Lieutenant
Keene, the name of the individual thus employed, per-
formed his part with equal gellantry snd caution.
Though challenged by & large body of the enemy, who
sat in a hollow road in rear of the guns, he contrived,
by answering in French, to deceive them, after which
he led hie party by a detour to the right, within the
cordon, and came, with sll the effect of a surprise,
upon the gunners, One volley, delivered at the dis-
tance of thirty yards, sufficed utterly to disperse them ;
and in Ave minutes afterwards every gun was silent.
Nor wan this 211 ; Keene, following np his first impres-
sion, pursued the fugitives to 2 choultry, into which
they mshed in ench numbers, ad to become perfectly
immoveshle; end, compelling them to Iay down their
nms,ma.dennyoutofthehundmdhenehmenpn.
EOTiers.

While this was going on, the troops left in the water-
course, intimidated by the departure of Keene's detach-
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ment, began to waver; nor was it without great
exertions that Clive succeeded in keeping them in their
ranks. By and by, however, the cessation of the
cannonade from the grove taught both them and their
opponents how affiira were speeding. There was no
more need of entreaties or remonstrances to bold them
to their front. The men raised a shout, and sprang
forward to charge ; upon which the enemy broke and
fled in the utmost confosion. Clive instantly remnited
his scattered divieions, and, without hazarding a pur-
suit, which, in his case, would have been folly, passed
the night wnder arma on the field of battle.

The loss sustained by the enemy in this affair
amounted, independently of prisoners, to 50 Europeans
end 300 sepoys; that of the English to 40 Euro-
peans and 80 sepoys killed. There were & good many
wounded on both sides; but it i not by the mere
amount of slain that the consequences of a victory are
tobe estimated. Inconsiderable as the scale may seem
of the actione which we have heretofore recorded,
led, ome and sll, to very important results; and the
present proved to be, perhaps, the most important
of all which had yet been fought in the Carnatic. Rajah
Behib's adherents melted from him like enow under
gunghine, His horse deseried, and took service else-
where ; the whale of the open country, to the extent of
gixty miles in Jength end thirty in bresdth, submitted
to Mahomed Ali ; while etlll farther advantages would
have doubtless acerued, had not the march which Clive
had begun to direct upon Velore heen euspended. The
gituation of the belligerents in and around Trichino.
poly had, however, become such, as to draw to that
point the undivided sttention both of the English and
French governments; and Clive was, in consequence,
divected to return to Fort 8t, David, where a powerful
armament for the relief of the besieged was in process
of organigation.

We have not considered it necesssry, while recording
the exploits of captain Clive, to describe at length every

p3
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transaction in the war of which he proved so distin.
guished g leader ; neither is it our infention to deviate,
on the present occesion, from the rale which we have
laid down for ourselves. It would, indeed, occupy
much more of space than our limits afford, did we at-
tempt to act otherwise. Nevertheless, that the oper.
ations in which he was now sbout to engage may be
rendered in any degree intelligible, it becomes necessary
that we should offer 2 brief and general outline of the
state of affairs, aw these existed at Trichinopoly during
the close of 1751 and the earlier months of the year
1752,

The city of Trichinopoly standa at the distance of
thirty leagues from the ses, about half a mile from the
southern bank of the Cavery; and, for an Indian place
of strength, iz fortified with grest care and science,
About five or six miles above the town, the Cavery
divides itself into two branches, which, after separating
for the space of two miles, again approach, and are
prevented from uniting, about fifteen miles below, by a
narrow mound, artificially formed. The space con-
tained within the branching river and this mound is
spoken of es the island of Seringham, and ix celebrated
as containing one of the most venerated of all the pa-
godes scattered throughout Southern India. All arcund
the town is one wide plain, diversified here and there
by the occurrence of a few solitery zocks, and inter-
sected, 28 the plains of India umaily sre, with tanks,
watercourses, and other artificial channels of ixrigation,

While Clive was carrying every thing before him
in Arcot, captain Gingen found himgelf shut up hereby
& French battalion, under the orders of M.Law, snd
bythemyofﬁhmdasdﬁb incressed, by recent re.
inforcements, to the amount of 20,000 footmdlﬁ,ODO
horse, The siege, however, was conducted with so
little wkill or vigonr, that even the investment cannot be
seid to have been completed ; for while both French
and Indians pitched their camp opposite the eastern
snd northern faces, the west and the south were ohe_
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served by patrols alone. As to batteries, again, thet
which M. Law accounted his prineipal, contained only
three 18.pounders, which, from a distance of 1200
yards, battered the north-esstern angle of the town;
while two others, one of two 18-pounders, erected on
the mummit of the French work, fired at 2000 yards,
somewhat to the east of the former ; and 2 second, from
the ialand of Seringham, commanded the road from the
northern gate to the Cavery. From such attacks as
these Gingen had little to apprehend, though the pau-
¢ity of his numbers compelled him to act with cantion ;
and hence, he contented himself for a while with
throwiog up a few outwarks, which either covered the
ramparts from the enemy’s shot, or enahled him to
watch with better eflect their movements against his
foraging parties.

The pecuniary resources of Mahomed Ali, not at
any period extensive, goon began to fail ; and his troops
became clamorous for pay. In this emergency, besides
drawing largely upon the treasury at Fort 8t. David,
he opened negotiations both with the Mahrattas and the
king of Mysore; from whom, after endless delays, and
the costomary process, of chicanery, he secured both
supplies of money and an accession to hia forces, which
reised the native army to full 40,000 men of all arma.
8till, though by the Mahrattas several brilliant services
were performed, the wer continued exceedingly to Ian~
guish. Gingen, awarg how lLittle conld be effected by
natives against disciplined troops in possession of forti-
fied posis, refused to commit himself and hiz handfnl
of Europeans in any attack upon the enemys batteries;
while the enemy, overawed by the bold front which the
Mahrattas presented, held back as much as possible
from encountering them upon the plain,

Such was the condition of both sides at Trichino.
poly, between whom, however, the Mahrattas, disgusted
at what they beheld, had begun to waver ; when, early
in March, 1752, there assembled, &t Fort 8t. David, a
body of 400 Europeans and 13100 sepoys, with eight

» 4
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pieses of cannon, To the command of this force, of
which it was the business to conduct to the beleagured
town a valnable supply of military stores, major Law..
rence, who hml just returned from England, placed
himeelf ; and Clive, acting as second in command, the
whole, on the morning of the 15th, set forward. On
the 26th, the convoy halted for the night, within
twenty miles of Trichinopoly, and deposited in a fort
belonging to the king of Tanjore puch of their stores
as would moat seriously retard their march. Next dey
they were again in motion, slong a road which passes
within point-blank renge of Coiladdy ; and, as major
Lawrence had ascertained that the place was in posses.
gion of the enemy, he directed his guides to conduct
him by a different route. Unfortunately, however, in
seeking to avoid one danger, the gunides carried the con.
voy into another. They led the column o close to
the banks of the Cavery, that the enemy’s guns from
Seringham got the range; snd though Clive, with the
four pieces attached to the rear-pmard, did his best to
keep the fire under, some losz was muetained. The
eonsequence was, that, after traversing barely ten miles,
the convoy was compelled agunin to halt, ataphnewhere
it received, by the arrival of 100 infaniry and 50
dragoone from the town, full assurance that as yet the
communications were open.

Having passed the night in hivouse, the troops were
ronsed and under srms long before day, snd, on the
first blusk of dewn, resumed their movement. A short
march carried them within view of the rock of Elimi.
serum, — a ateep and eraggy eminence, surmounted by
& pagoda, which the French hed early occupied as an
sdvantageous post, and now held, supported by esnnon.
About three miles to the north-west of this stood the
French-rock, also in possession of the enemy; while
at an obtuse angle from the latter lay the villuge of
Chucklypollam, the original situation, ag has been al.
ready ehown, of M. Law's battalion. As hia colurens
Proeeeded, major Lawrence failed not to cbeerve, thet
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if he kept to the main road, he must be led to the north
of Elimiserum, — a circumstance on which the enemy
appeared to have fully counted, and fo take advantage
of which ample dispositions were made. He beheld
them formed, ae it were, on two sides of a square; one
of which stretched from Elimiserum to the French.
rock, while the other extended from the French.rock to
Chueklypollam, — and he became st once awzre of their
intention to surround him, so scon as he should fairly
have committed himself in the attempt to force 2 pass.
age, Lawrence was too much a master of his art to
be caught in & snare so palpable. He pagsed Elimi.
serum to the north, and halted only when joined, half-
way between thet and another height, called the Sugar-
loaf, by a party of 600 men and four field-pieces, under
the ordera of captain Dalton, from the town,

Baffled by this simple and obvious evolution, M. Law
hastened to repair his error, by moving forward his
whole army, as it wete in pursuit of the convoy. This
wea not at first observed by the English, who, overcome
with the exceesive heat of the day, sat down to rest ; but
£ body of Mahrattas, whom Lawrence had left in his rear
to akirmish, soon came in at speed, and the necessity of
preparing for an encounter was made apparent, While
Lawrence took upon himself the charge of arranging
hig troops in order, Clive volunteered to reconmoitre,
and went on till he had left the nearest of the videttes
considerably behind. * He then discovered that the
enemy hed been guilty of a gross error; that M. Law
was too much occupied in dresaing his line, to think of
seizing & range of stome buildings which stood but a
little way in his front; and hence, that en opening was
presented, of which, conld the English avail themselves of
it in time, the most important advantage might be made.
He galloped back, expleined himself to Lawrence, and
in flve minutes more was in rapid march towards the
buildings, st the head of a division of artillery, and all
the grenadiers in the army. His promptitude and de.
ciaion received their merited reward, By something short
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of 800 yards he anticipated the French battalion which
endeavoured to check his approach by a heavy can.
nonade ; and then, opening upon them with his guns,
he held them completely at bay, till Lawrence, with the
rest of the regular troops, came up.

The action which followed, though far from blood.-
Jess, was one of artillery alone. Twenty-two pieces
thundered upon the buildings, to which the English
replied with nine only; yet such was the advantage
gained to the latter by the shelter of the wslls, that the
enemy were forced in the end to withdraw. They
were followed with great spirit by Clive and Dalton,
et the head of the first division, which pressed forward
in spite of the bold front presented by Chunda Sahib’s
cavalry ; till the latter taking to flight, on the death of
their gallans leader, the French threw themselves pell-
mell into an empty watercourse. There, nothing but
the disinclination of Lawrence that his men should
remain longer subject to the action of a vertical sun,
under which several had slready died, saved them from
utter annihilation ; for Clive gained a position from
which he eould have enfiladed them with terrible effect,
and was folly prepared to take advantage of it. Ne-
vertheless, he obeyed,. withont a murmur, the signal of
recall, and that night the convoy took up its quarters in
Trichinopoly.

A variety of movements now took place, of which,
a8 Clive acted throughont in a very secondary cepacity,
it is not necessary to give any detailed description, We
content ourselves, therefore, with stating, that the
enemy’s posts on the south of the Cavery were one
after another attacked ; and that the loss of some, with
the daring attempts made to obtain possession of the
Temainder, struck dismay fnto the cooneile of M, Law.
In spite of the remonsirances of Chunds Sahib, that
officer determined on withdrawing entirely beyond the
Yiver; end the retreat was conducted with a degree of
haste end confusion for which it is quite irnpoasible to
sccount. Magazines, which it hsd cost both hazard



ROBERT LORD CLIVE. 43

and labour to collect, were destroyed ; and all the rocks
and pagodag, which they had hitherto found so useful,
being abandoned or blown up, the Gallo-Indian army
sought shelter within the island, or rather penineula of
Beringham

1t is not easy to conceive how an officer possessed of
common experience, could, with an open and friendly
country in his rear, commit the grievous error of
placing himself in a situation where the means of
egress wore hezardous, and the opportunities of re-
ceiving supplies extremely difficult. Such, however,
was the error which M, Law committed ; nor did the
consequences likely to arise out of it, provided a bold
policy were pursued, escape for one moment the pene-
trating eye of Clive. He hastened to explain himeelf
to Lawrence ; his views were admitted to be just; and
the brave and high minded vetersn, holding i eon-
tempt the paltry feelings to which men, circumstanced
ag he was, are apt sometimes o give way, adopted
without scruple the euggeations of his inferior. Nay,
more; while he entered cordially into the plans of Clive,
end acknowledged that to him would belong the prin-
cipal merit of success, he determined to place his ad-
viger in such a situetion 28 that, even in the eyes of
the unobeervant, his genius might become a8 con.
spieaous ae it already was to all who saw Tehind the
curtain. In plain Janguage, he resolved, provided no
violent opposition was offered elsewhere, to place Clive
in command of that portion of the army which, at the
conclusion of the conference, it was judged expedient
to detach for the purpose of cutting off all communica-
tion between Beringhem and Pondi .

The plan which Clive proposed, and Lawrence with
s0 much honcurable frankness adopted, was attended,
beyond deubt, with considerable peril ; for it implied
the necessity (not under any circumstances to be hastily
incurred) of throwing the army in the face of an
enemy nearce inferior to itself, astride npon two rivers.
By pursning that bold course, and occupying every
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outlet from the island, one or other of two results must
inevitably follow. If the dispositions of the confede-
raten should prove such as to render them capable of
maintaining the investment at all points, both Law and
Chunda Sahib must eventnally surrender ; should any
one of the detachments permit iteelf to be attacked at a
disadvantege and defeated, the destruction of the whele
was ineviteble. On caleulating the chances, however,
it sppeared, both to Lawrence and to Clive, that they
were decidedly in favour of the attempt; and hence,
with the perfect knowledge on their minds that all
must depend on the vigilance and activity of those in
power, they resolved that it ought to be hazarded.

Of the anxiety which he had experienced touching
the disinclination of Clive’s superiors to yield in his
favour the honour of a separate ¢command, Lawrence
was at once, and in the most satisfactory manner,
relieved. The confederates, more especially Morari
Row, the Mahratta chief, refused to detach & man, unless
to Clive were committed the guidance of the expedition ;
and hence, as much for the purpose of satisfying them,
as in obedience to his own wishes, Clive was elevated
to the important trust. On the 6th of April, therefore,
a little before wmidnight, he began his march at the
head of 400 Europesns, 700 sepoys, 3000 Mahrattas,
1000 Tenjorean horse, and 8 pieces of cannon, of
which six were field-pieces, He led his column into
the island, sbout three miles to the eastward of Jumba.
hstnah wbenee,afberatﬂﬂingshrmuhmthoneofthe
enemy’s foraging parties, he proceeded to the Coleroon,
of which also he made good the passage before breal
of day; thus esceping all danger of molestation while
entangled by the river. Then, pushing forward sbout
seven miles on the road to Utatoor, he seized the village
of Baniavaram, which, with its two pagodas, he con-
verted, in an incredibly short epace of time, into a
fortified camp, containing s square redoubt on which he
mounted his cannon.

While this was going on, M. Law, alsrmed at the
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aspect which affaire had assumed, sent out =
perty, which seized a pagoda not far from Clive’s en-
cempment, and began immediately to entrench. Clive
was not blind to the advantages which either party
must obtain by securing that building, the Iofty sitn-
ation of which enabled it to overlock the whole of the
suwrrounding plain; and he resclved, let the measure
cost what it might, to teke poseession of it. He gave
orders to that effect ; but the detachment employed,
though gallantly led to the assault, was repulsed with
loss. The enemy, however, fearful lest the attempt
should be renewed, evacusted the place that night; and
Clive, establishing an outpost there, devoted his whole
attention to intercept any supplies that might be for-
warded to the ialand, '

1t was well that the charge of guarding sgainst this
accident had devolved upon an officer of Clive's sin-
gular vigilance and activity. No sooner waz the situ-
ation of M. Law known st Pondicherry, than Dupleix
devoted all his energies to relieve it; his indignation
at the folly of the commander in no way interfering to
blunt the edge of his anxiety for the deliverance of the
troops. A body of 620 infantry, of whom 120 were
Eurcpesns, with four field-pieces, were got together,
and the whole received inetruetions, under the com-
mand of M. d'Auteuil, to convoy a stock of ammumition
and necessaries to Seringham. On the I4th of April
the convoy reached Utatoor, whence they intended, by
making a detour yound Senlavaram, to gain the
Coleroon the same night; but Clive, whose informstion
was at all times excellent, made his dispositions to in.
tercept them. Leaving # slender guard in the camp,
he moved out soon after dusk, and procceded along the
route by which he was aware that they must needs ad-
vance. Nevertheless, when Informed that his approach
hed been discovered, and that the enemy were fallen back
agsin upon Utatoor, he too retraced hia steps, and re-
turaed to his old position.

Never were the effecta of forethought and decision
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more fully illustrated than on the present occasion.
There were apies in Clive’s camp not less than in that
of the enemy, by whom the movement of the English
to intereept M. &’ Auteuil and his corps had been com-
municeted to M. Law ; and the latter eager to avail
himeelf of every advantege which fortune might throw
in hiz way, made his dispositions accordingly. A body
of 7780 men, of whom 80 were Enropeans, chiefly de.
serferg from the Eoglish army, and, therefore, the
better fitted for their present purpose, were ordered to
march from the islend iromediately after dark, and to
attack the guards which had been left for the protec-
tion of the camp, whom there was every reason to be-
licve they would find unprepared. The column reached
the outer trench withont interruption, socon after mid-
night, when its leader was informed by one of the spies
that Clive had returned about an hour before. No
credit was, however, given to the statement which, on
the contrary, wea attributed to the cowardice of the
; and the seesilanta, headed by the deserters,
who replied, when cha]lmged, that they came as a re-
inforcement from Major Lawrence, penetrated unop-
posed within the lines. They passed in perfect order
through the bivouac of the Mahrattas, who lay en-
camped round the pagodas and redonbt, and hed gained
the entrances to the Iatter, in one of which Clive lay
asleep, ere a shot was fired. But being again challenged
here, and both officers and men becoming nervous, the
leeding files discharged their pieces, and attempted to
carry the gatewny ot a rush. Clive, awakened by
the report, sprang to his feet. He ran to the upper
pagoda, where his Europeans lay ; and, getting abont
200 of them together, proceeded in ail haate to the
gpot whence the firing proceeded, utterly at a losx to
conceive in what so strange a tumult shonld have
originated, end willing to attribute it to almost eny
other than the true cause.
Arrived in the vicinity ¢f the redonbt, be beheld, to
his amgzement, ¢ battalion of sepoys firing, a5 he be.
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Yieved at random, in the direction of the enemy's posi-
tion¥. Convinced that they were his own troops, and
that some strange ipfatuation hed come upon them, he
ordered his Enropeans to stand fast, while he himself
proceeded alone fo allay the panic ender which the
sepoys manifestly laboured. His astonishment, how-
ever, increased fourfold, when the first man whom he
addressed, instead of recognising or obeying, rushed
furiously upon him with his sword, and wounded him
in two piaces. Clive's anger rose. He returned hie
adversary’s thrusts, who fled after a brief struggle, and
was followed towards the lower pegods, where, how-
ever, the whole matter was rendered clear by a challenge
fiercely given, not in the English, but in the French
language. Clive, indeed, found himeelf in the midst
of six French soldfers, ere he could well make wp his
mind what to think; and the problem came immediately
to be solved, by which party should the tone of a con-
queror be assumed.

Perhaps no man ever possessed in a more perfect
degree than Clive the quality of presence of mind ;
without which a soldier, of all men living, is the most
helpless. In an instant he felt the full force of his
aitnztion ; and, obeying the impulse of & ready judg-
ment, he told the men coolly, that he came to offer them
terms, on the rejection of which they should be put to
the sword without mercy. The better to enforce this
aidress, he requested them to look around, that they
might convince thernselves of the presence of his whole
army, and the utter hopelessness of resistance. The
Frenchmen becwme elarmed. Three of them laid
down their arms and submitted on the spot, with whom
be immediately returned to his Europeans; while the
ather three fled into the pagoda, of which their country-
men and the English deserters had made themselves
mastera,

It wag Clive's design, on regeining his European bat-
talion, to order sn immediate charge on the mepoys;
but he found, to kis chagrin, that they had marched
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quietly away, having been permitted to pass, under the
idea that Clive himself had ordered the movement,
He could, therefore, attempt against them nothing farther
than fo send intelligence of the whole affair to the
Mahrattas ; but to the assault of the pageda he promptly
led up every disposable man, and a heavy fire of mus-
ketry and fleld-pieces commenced. Clive naturally
concluded that an attempt s0 bold would be sepported,
sooner or later, by a general attack along his whole
line ; and he was therefore ansious to repoesess himself
of this place of srms, ere the enemy should be able to
succour it. Notall his efforts, however, availed, The
deserters, fighting not for liberty but for life, repulsed
every attempt to gain admission ; and the return of day
found them in foll occupation of the pegoda, and re-
solute, as it appeared, to hold it to the last.

By this time the real state of the case had become
known; end Clive, aware that these desperate
must submit or perigh, yet willing to eave the lives at
least of his own people, approached, under a flag of truce,
to summon them again. Hé& leaned on this occasion,
being faint from loss of blood, wpon the shouldera of
two serjeants, both of whom were of shorter stature
than himeelf, and from the nature of his position ad-
vanced somewhat beyond the line of his person. 1t
was fortunate for him that the case chanced to be a0;
for the leader of the deserters, desperate a2 he might
well be, fired upon his old commander, and shot both
his supporters dead. That act, however, of which it
waa the design to render all accommodation impracti-
cable, led only to the opposite result. The French,
disgusted at the traitor's perfidy, and fearful of being
involved in its consequences, immediately laid down
their arms ; end the pagoda, with its now diminighed
bt still formidable garrison, passed into the hande of
the Englich. Nor were the sepoys who had sccom-
panied thin forkan hope of Europeans more fortunate
than thejr comredes, The Mahrattas no sooner be~
eame acquainted with the frue state of the case, than
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they sprang into their saddles, and, overtaking the fugi.
tive battalion just as they gained the bank of the Cole-
roon, rushed sword in hand upon them, Nota msn
escaped, to tell how that ferocious charge wae con-
ducted.

From this time forth there occurred mo event of
which the consequences were not equelly advantageous
to the English and fatal to their sdversaries, The
fortress of Coiladdy, which commanded the eastern ex-
tremity of the island, was taken, and the last magarine
of provisions which M. Law had established fell into
the hands of the victors. M. D'Auteuil waa agsin
anticipated and driven back by a detachment under
Captain Dalton, who pursusd them as far a¢ Voleondah,
and himeelf took possession of Utatoor. The mound
also, which holds the two branches of the river apart,
was seized ; and, post after post being carried, the in-
vestment of the island bhecame all but complete, Next
the strong redoubt of Pitchendab.was breached and
stormed by & detachment from Clive’s corps ; while, to
guan up &ll, his chiefs begen to shrink from the falling
fortunes of Chunda Bahib, and deserted him with their
followers by thonsands. Still, however, both Chunda
Bahib and Law showed a beld front to their enemies.
They shutthemselmnpin the two great pagodas,
which they resolved to maintain to extremity, because
theyhadnol:yetre]mqmshedthehope that effectnal
suecours mj tarrive, or at all eventa that D'Autenil's
carpa would certainly join them.

While major Lawrence delayed to act againet the
pagodas till a battering train, for which he had sent to
Davicottah, should arrive, Clive put himself at the head
of 100 Evropeans, 1¢00 sepoys, 2000 Mahratta horse,
and eix feld.pieces, with which he marched once more
in quest of D’Autenil. The latter, giving ot that he
wonuld recover Utatoor st all hazayds, had advanced from
Voleondah ; the goveruox, of which, with true Indian
faith, was a]mdy in communicstion with Mshomned
Ali; and now Clive, going forward to meet him, lay

voL. . %
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concealed during an entire dey and might within the
streeta of the threatened town. IDAutenil, however,
had either not intended to fulfil hiz boast, or, informed
of the dispositions made to receive him, prudently aban-
doned the enterprise ; nevertheless, he escaped not the
fate which it was Clive's object 1o inflict. He was fol-
lowed in the retreat, which he commenced after adven.
cing within seven miles of Utatoor, and, being deceived
into a halt, while yet a league from Voleondsh, was
threatened on all sides by cloude of Mahrattas, Still he
continued his march, and gained the town, behind the
mud walls of which he drew up; but, being furiously
seseiled here, all hie exertions proved useless, and the
Pplace waa carried by asssult. Finally, the governor re-
fusing to admit him into the upper fort, and threatening
to turn his guns upon the lower redoubt, to which the
French had retreated, the Intter were compelled to ca-
pitulate, and the whole laid down their arms, the officers
engaging not to serve again against the nabob, the pri-
vates becoming prisoners of war, and the deserters
receiving a free pardon.

With the destruction of M. D’Auteuil’s corps ended
the last hope both of M. Law and Chunda Sahib, The
former, indeed, had now but one end in view, namely,
to mecure the personal mafety of his abused and nnfor-
tunate ally ; with which design, after many 2 painful
debate, it was determined to try how far one or other
of the confederate chiefs might be prevailed upon to
favour his escape. A dirg extremity it doubtless was,
which impelled s men in Chunda Sahib’s sitoation to
intrust his personal sefety to the care of those who
thirated for his blood ; nevertheless, o negotiation was
at length opened with the general of the Tanjore con-
tingent, who, in conziderstion of a liberal reward, tock
an oath on his eword and dagger 1o see the unhappy
prince escorted to the nearest French settlement. To
contract engagements only that they may be violated, in
but too much in accordance with Asiatic notions of po.
licy; and, on the present occasion, the ordinary convse of
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things was not avoided. Chunda Sahib put himself
under the protection of the Tanjoresn, was loaded with
chains, became a fruitful subject of wrangling among
the confederate chiefs, and at length died by the ponizrd
of an aseassin. The final catastrophe, however, did not
oceur il after M. Law and hia troops had surrendered ;
an event which befell almost immediately on the arrival
of the battering puns, and after a solemn declaration bad
beenmdebquorhwrenee,thataproﬂ‘uc‘bedstmggle
wouldleadon]ywanmducnmjmte

Bignal as successes of Mahomed Al.l and the
Fnglish were, it soon became apparent that the former,
by entering rashly into engagements which it would
have been utter rain to fulfil, had, while prosecuting
one contest, 1sid the foundation of another and still more
arduous straggle. The remsins of M. Law's army
were scarcely disposed of, when the Mysoreans demanded
the surrender of Trichinopoly and its dependencies, the
price which Mahomed Ali had agreed to pay for their
pervices. As a Inatter of course, the nabob rejected the
requisition, even though by doing so be rendered him-
gelf powerless to follow the victory just won; and hence
najor Lawrence, instead of proceeding with the whole
of the allied army, to complete the conquest of Areot,
saw himeelf involved in & lebyrinth of intrigues and
negotiations, with which we have, in thia place, very
little concern. The result of the whole proved, however,
to be in the highest degree unfavourable to the English
intercsts. Both the Mysoreans and the Mahrattas with-
drew from the confederacy, and entered into alliance
with Dupleix, whose epirits were supported under his
reverses in one quarter by the brilliant aspect of hia
affsirs in snother. Busay was by this time all.powerful
atthe court of Bulabut Jung, ¥e had obtained from
that soubahdar a deed which conferred upon Dupleix the
dignity of nabob of the Camatic ; and now Dupleix, by
virtue of the powers thus obtained, conferred upon Ra-
Jjah 8ghib, the pon of Chunda 8ahib, the rank of hin
deputy. He next entered into the schemes both of the

B2
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Mysoreans and Mahrattas; engaged to give up to them,
not Trichinopoly alene, but various places besides ; and
then amsembling all the force which he found it practi-
exble to embody, sent out a fresh army to pupport his
novel pretensions.

In the campaign which ensed, Clive took for a while
no part, for hia health had given way under the priva-
tions and fatigues of active service, and he withdrew to
recruit it into Madras. When, however, Mahomed Al
sent to implore the asaistance of the English government
in recovering the forts of Chinglaput and Cobeling, then
oceupied by the French garrisons, Clive, though ill able
to undertake the duties required of him, could not resist
the demand made upon his services. He consented to
place himself at the head of 200 English recruits just
arrived from Europe, with whom, supported by 500
newly raiged sepoys, he committed himself in an enter-
prise from which almost every other officer in the
country would have turned away.

With this totally undisciplined corps, of which the
European portion was made up of the very offscouring
of London, Clive marched, on the 10th of Beptember, to
Cobeling. He carried with him four 24-pounders, of
which ascarce a man in his litile army understood the
use; and, in truth, his progress, for a time afier he
sat down before the place, was not very different from
what might have been enticipated. The men, terrified
at every shot which took effect, either fled from their
posta or Iay down ; indeed, the panic was on one occa-
gion such es to defy, for a few moments, all Clive's ex-
ertions to allay or even to appease it. By dint, how-
ever, of remonstrances and exhortations, and still more
by & reckless exposnre of his own person, he gradually
inmpired his followers with better feelings ; and these
mikerable recruite became, ere many days elapsed, bold
at least, if not very eldiful soldiers. The consequence
m,that,aﬁeragooddealofﬁringonboth!iﬂes,md
a feehle attempt to obtain relief from Chinglaput, the
Place surrendered at discretion, the commandsnt stipu-
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Iating merely for protection to his own private property,
which consisted chiefly of turkeys and enuff, Nor was
this all that Clive accomplished, with means apparently
80 inadequate. Besides anticipating a second corpe while
on its march to interrupt the iege, and defeating it with
the lose of 100 men, he pushed npon Chinglaput, against
which also he threw up batteries. It does not appear
that the governore of either of these forte, of which the
latter was considered, and not without justice, to be a
place of considerable strength, entertained very lofty
notions of the degree of daring imposed upon thera by
their respective situations. Chinglaput, on the contrary,
held out only Gl » breach wae effected ; after which,
without waiting till the ditch should be drained, it too
surrendered at discretion, This was the lsst exploit
which Clive was enabled to perform, for a time at lesst,
in the presence of an enemy. His constitntion failed
him sltogether ; and hence, after vainly lingering at
Madras till the return of spring, he took shipping, amid
the profound regrets and admiration of his countrymen,
for England.

The reception which awaited him at home was in no
degree at variance with his eminent services and high
renown ebroed. From the East India Company, in par-
ticular, he received every mark of atiention, and, among
others, & dismond-hilted sword, of the value of 700i.,
which he consented to aceepf.onlyafterhehdbeen
assured that & similgr mark of respect would be paid to
his friend and old commander, major Lawrence. Nor
were the directors content to Emit their proofa of esteem
end confidence to the mere presentation of honorsry
gifts: his health was scarcely restored, when they
eonferred upon him the appointment of deputy.governor
of Fort 8t. David, with the right of succession to the
chair as governor st Madras; while, in order to render
hin talents the more available in the field, they obtsined
for him the rank of Heutenant-colonel in the king's per-
vice. Finally, when, in the spring of 1755, he avowed
hie intention of retiming to Indiz, they placed under

B 3
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hin orders three companies of artillery, with three or four

recruite of the line ; which, together with snch
troops as he might be able to assemble at Bombay, he
was instructed to lead on a special expedition sgainst
the Mahrattss.

Clive performed his voyage without the occcurrence
of any nceident, and reached the place of his destination
in the beginning of November. Instead, however, of 2
wide field on which to display his enterprise, he found
southern Indis enjoying a sort of relaxation from open
war ; for Mr, Banders and M. Godhen had, but & few
months previously, concluded that negotiation which
suspended, for a brief space, the hostile movements of
their respective comntrymen, Nevertheless, Clive wan
not disposed to waste in idleness even the narrowest in-
terval in his public life. As there was no other enemy to
eubdne, he suggested the propriety of an attack by sea
and lend npen the strong-hold of a pirate chief, who
with hig predecessors had, forﬂ:zupaeeofe:ghtyym,
kept the trade of western India in slarm ; and
his views corresponding with the wishes of the olvil
mtlm-iﬂen, troops were embarked, and the fleet set

Thepmteagmnstwhomﬂns expedition wes directed
derived his descent from that Angria who, during the
period of the great contest between the Mehratts nation
and the Mogul, bed first condncted the fleet of the
former successfolly against the Biddees; and then seix-
ing the castle of S8everndroog, set up for an in
prince. His mceessors, who, in honour of the founder
of their race, bore, ke him, the name of Angris, im—
proved upon this first conquest, and spread their arms
over the whole extent of coast, which, stretching at the
breadth of twenty miles from the mountsins to the ses,
Bt less than 120 miles in length, embraces all the
country between Tamanah and Bancoote. 1t is not eaay
1o imagine & tract of country better adapted to the pur-
poses of a piratical tribe. Intersected by numerona
rivers, and indemted with bays and promontories, ite
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harbours were numerous, safe, and convenient ; while a
multitude of rocky fortresses at once served to securethe
plunder, and afforded sn asylum to the rovers when
overmatched and in danger.

We have maid that colonel Clive suggested to the
functionaries at Bombay the propriety of employing, in
conjunction with 4 Mahratts, army, the force assemhled
there in the extirpation of this nest of pirates. Itis,
however, but just to mention, that full proof had been
exhibited, during the preceding summer, of the supe.
riority of British conrage and discipline over barbarien
hardihood ; snd that two of the strongest of Angria’s
castles were alreedy reduced by the fire of a emall squs-
dron, under the command of commodore James. Htil
there existed in Bombay so much of groundless caution,
that even James's successes would, probably, have gone
unimproved, had not Clive been on the spot, to m’gethe
adoption of worthier counsels. Bethis, however, asit may,
a fleet, consisting of fourteen armed vessels, including
three a'h:lps of the line, and flve bomb-ketches, quitted,
the roadstead of Salsette Bay on the 11th of February,
1756 ; on board of which were embarked 800 Euro-
peans and 1000 native infantry, under the immediate
orders of colonel Clive. Never was undertaking st
tended with more complete puccess. Gherish, the chief
atation of Angria’s benditti, and & place of extracrdinary
strength both by pature end art, surrendered after a
furious attack of twp days’ duration, when the whole of
the rover’s fleet was burned, and a valuahle booty, both
in money and stores, rewarded the exertions of the com-
batanta. Then followed attacks on other posts, which,
one sfter another, submitted ;— 8o that in the beginning
of April, when the squadron returned to Bombay, the
Mahrattas were once more in peaceable possession of the
whole line of coast.

Having accomplished this enterprise, colonel Clive
continued his voyage, and srrived, in the heginning of
May, at hie government of Fort 8t. David. He re-
mained here in a stete of comparative quiet il the

4
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month of August following, when intelligence of the
ruined state of the Company’s affairs at Caleutta coming
in, he haatened to Madras, in order to lend to the su-
thoritiea there the 2id of hin counsels. Whence the
necessity of this anxious deliberation originated it is
necessary, for the elucidation of matters yet to be nar-
rated, that some account should be given.

With the eventful career of Alverdy Khen, an
uswrper, doubtleas, but, at the seme time, one of the
most distingnished whom Indis has produced, no reader
of history can be ebsolutely unecquainted. After main_
taining a long and arduous struggle, sometimes with
the Mahrattas, sometimes with the Pitane, and, on more
than one occasion, with the representative of the Mogul,
Alverdy esteblished himself as soubshdar of Bengal,
Bahar, and Orissa, and swayed the sceptre with & degree
of authority not often enjoyed by an oriental viceroy.
Firm, yet humane in his general government, he at
once held the people in due subjection, and protected
them from wrongs, insomuch that men forgot the deeds
of atrocity by the perpetration of which his power had
been consolidated, and he became to the foll aa much
an object of their love ax of their respect. Under him
the several European colonies weré permitted to carry
on their trade in safety, though he peremptorily prohi-
bited them from deciding, within the limits of his do.
miniong, quarrels in which he had no concern ; and if
he did from time to time exact sums of money, aa the
price of his favour, the English at least had no right to
complain that his demands were exorbitant.

Alverdy Khan being without male issue, adopted a=
his successor Zamdee Hamed, the second aon. of his
brother Hodgee. Zamdee Hamed was 2 man of talent
and virtue, but unfortunately died before his uncle,
who, led away by the partiality which he had enter-
tained for the father, tranaferred the adoption to his
son, in violation of the rights of en elder nephew ori-
ginally pessed by, The youth thus chosen to inherit a
crown, and who became sfterwards notorious under the
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appellation of Surgjah Dowlah, appears fo have been
one of the most depraved and vicious monaters that
ever disgraced the human form. Delighting from hia
childhood in the infliction of pain, he began bvyexer_
cising his depraved taste npon birds and domestic ani.
mals, and ended, a& such s commencement led all men
tnexpect,byglvmgventtohmhmnoursmactsofthe
most brutal tyranny. Finding that his ancles,— one of
whom, Nowagis, was married to the daughter of Al
verdy Khan; while the other, 8id Hamed, had adopted
his younger hrother, —both looked with disapprohation
on the position which he filled, he caused the most in~
fluentia] of their adherents to be assasainated ; and aba-
tained from dipping his hends in their blood also,
rather because he judged it prudent to avoid the acandal,
than becaunse his conscience revolted at the crime,

It 8o happened that both Nowagis and Sid Hamed
died natural deaths before Alverdy Khen was gethered
to his fathers; and, as & necessary consequence, the
union which had heretofore subsisted between their
houses was dissclved. Surajah Dowlahs younger
brother wae dead aleo, and an infant son, about three
years of age, alone survived him ; nevertheless, neither
the widow of Nowagis, nor t.he gon of Bid Hamed
then governor of Purnegh and its dependencies, felt
at all disposed to submit quietly to the accession of
the heir presumptive, The widow, however, who poe-
sessed large treasqres, entertained so much doubt re.
specting the issme of a contest, that she instructed her
dewan, or prime minister, by name Hossein Kooli
Khan, to find shelter for them elsewhere ; and Hossein
gent his son Kessindas, after obtaining the sanction of
Mr. Watts, the chief of the English factory of Cossim-
bugar, with several hoat-loads of valuable effects to
Calentte. A knowledge of this arrangement no sooner
reached Surajah Dowlah, than it excited his bitter in-
dignation against the English. He represented them
in the most unfavourshle light to Alverdy Khan, and
scoused them of strengthening their fortifications with
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& view to the conquest of the soubahdary ; nor was it
till after he had held a long and confldential eommu-
nication with Mr, Ford, the English surgeon, who at-
tended him jn his lsst illneas, that Alverdy’s mind
became disabused of its suspicions. But the storm
which continued only to lower while Alverdy swayed
the scepire, soon burst after the government passed
into Surajah’s hands. The former died on the 9th of
April, 1756, and the latter lost but little time in wreak-
ing hia vengeance upon the infidels, whom he sbhorred
with no ordinary hatred.

Events so ordered it, that just about this time intel-
ligence of an approaching rupture with France reached the
government of Caleutta. The better to proteet them.
selves against the chances of surprise, the English began
immediately to repair their betteries along the river,
and to mark out one or two additional works, some of
them looking towarda the land. Surajah Dowlah gladly
seized the opportunity to interfere, He turned an
army of 50,000 men, which he had raised for the pur-
pose of reducing the son of Sid Hamed, against the
factory of Cossimbuzar, of which, as well 8a of the per-
sons of Mr. Watts and his coadjutors, he, partly by
fraud, pertly by violence, obtained poesession. He
then marched upon Calentts, where the hape had been
too Jong encouraged, that, by submission and offers of
money, his anger might be appeased, and, assailing it
with prodigioua fury, entered the fort by storm, in spite
of a gallant but unsuccessful resistance. Of the cruelties
which were perpetrated upon the garrison, if not by his
ordere, at least under hie sanction, it is not our business
to tell the tale. We state sufficient when we inform
the reader that the settlement was entirely rnined, and
that the whole of jts Europesn inhabitants were either
murdered or expelled.

On the 15th of July letters reached Madras, con-
taining the moat urgent entreaties for support from the
authorities at Calcutta, It wag then, however, too late ;
and the aymament which set zail, in consequence of that
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requisition, arrived only to behold how effectnally the
work of destruction had been accomplished. Never-
theless, the indignation of the English was at least as
great es their terror. Clive was hastily summoned
from Fort 8t. David ; a council of all the leading men
in the colony was held, and, during several weeks it was
debated whether an effort should be made to avenge
the wrong received, and to re.catablish the colony. At
last, afier a great deal of hesitation, for which, to say
the truth, there was some ground, it waa resolved to
suepend for the present certain designs, which had lat-
terly been entertained, of superseding, by the presence of
a British force at Golcondah, the influence of M. Bussy,
and to employ every disposable man and vessel in one
great effort to recover Caleutte, and to chastice Sursjah
Dowlah. 8till, however, there remained some points to
be settled. A difficulty arose as to the fitness of several
candidates to undertake the perflous and important en.
terprise ; but, in the end, the general choice fell npon
colonel Clive, who, with his weual promptitude, ac.
cepted without a scruple the commiesion thus henour-
ebly pressed upon him,

The force composing the present armament consisted
of five veusels of war, besides numeroun etoreshipe and
trangports, on board of which were embarked 900 Fu-
ropean and 1500 excellent sepoy The whole
set sail from Medraz roade on the 16th of October;
and after puffering various disasters, including the loss
of a fireship, came to anchor, on the 15th of November,
gt Fulta. It was here that the miserable remaina of
the colony from Calcutta hed estsblished themselves,
and here also the corps first sent out wes found ; so that
the total number of fighting men could not he estimated
at less than 3000 of sll srme,

Having delayed some time, to refresh the men, and
despetched threatening lettern to the Mohammedan
governor of Calcutta, the leaders of the expedition
brought their preparations to a close ; and, on the 28th
of April, the fleet came to anchor at Mayapore, ahout
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ten miles below Buz.buzia, a fort which had been re-
cently thrown up for the purpose of impeding the navi-
gation of the river. Agp the works were yet imperfect,
snd no great resistance was anticipated, Clive deter-
mined to land, in order that he might cut off the gar.
rison when driven by the fire of the shipping from
the fort. For a time all things went on as he could
bave wished. The dizembarkation took place; the
infantry, dragging two field-pieces, were conducted by
Indian guides, along a cireuitous and swampy plain, to
the rear of the redoubt, where they lay down, some in
4 deep hollow, others apart in & grove, and the artil-
lery-men beside their guns, which were pointed to
command the road, It is difficult to account for the
absence of common vigilance which both Clive and his
brother officers dimplayed on this occagion. Not »
picket nor a sentry sppears to have been planted ; while
the men, weary with their march, were permitted to go
to sleep, without orders, and at a distance from their
arme,

Moneck Chund {the name of Sursjah Dowlah’s go-
vernor), if not & man of courage, was at zll events wary
and cautious. His apies tracked Clive throughout the
whole of his movement, and made themselves sequainted
with the singularly unsoldierlike manner in which he
concluded it; efter which they informed their chief,
who had come the day before, with 2000 foot and 1500
horse, to Buz-buzis. Hia plans were epeedily arranged ;
he marched out on the instant; and the slumbering
asagsilants were ppeedily roused by a heavy discharge of
amall arme on all gides of them.

If Clive committed an error in exposing himself to
the risk of a surprise, he smply redeemed it by the
coolness and decision with which he met and repelled
the danger. Nota man was allowed to quit his ground,
and though the line was formed without much regsrd
t order, it stood firm under a fusillade which it was
not permitted to retarn. Two parties, however, de-
tached from the flanks, were pushed forward at double
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quick time, to take the assailants, now crowded into a
village, in reverse ; while a body of seventy volunteers,
the wreck of the original settlers in the provinee, poured
in a steady fire on their rear. The enemy soon velaxed
the exertions with which they begun the combat, They
did not venture to await the shock with which they
were threatened ; but, dispersing into small bands, en-
deavoured to haress the English by s desultory and, by
degrees, a useless skirmish. But the gune, which at
the first panic the English had deserted, began now to
play, causing terrible havec among the masses more
remote; till, in the end, the whole fell back in confusion,
nor halted till they resched Caleutta, ‘That day Buz-
buzia sustained & warm cannonade from the nearest of
the shipa of war ; and the same night, the enemy’s gar-
rison heving evacuated it, the pickets took quiet pos-
sesgion.

Irregular and imperfect as the operations hefore Buz.
buziz had been, they gave to Moneck Chund and his
people a much more exalted opinjon than they had pre.
viously entertained of the valour of English troops, and,
8 & necessary consequence, paved the way for otber
and more important successes. Calcutta, for example,
was abandoned by the main body of Moneck Chund’s
army, and left to the protection of 500 men ; while even
at Hoogly, whither the general retreated, a feeling of
alarm and distrust wes excited. Little opposition, there-
fore, was offered to the fleet, which, afler reducing the
eutlesof Tannah and Alignr, east anchor in front of
Caleuntta, where s few broadsides, thrown in with effect,
sufficed to drive the enemy from their guns. Both the
town and citadel were abandoned, and a party of sea.
men snd marines took quiet possession.

Having reinstated Mr, Drake in hia office a8 governor,
and reatored es much of order to the dismentied colony
@8 circumstances would allow, the leaders of the expe.
dition despatched a force of 350 men to make a descent
upon Hoogly, snd to destroy, if possible, the enemy's
depéts in ite vicinity. The former having heen breached
by the fire from the shipping, wus carried by assault ;
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while the latter, feebly defended, suffered total anni.
hilation ; nevertheless, the result of these successes,
however gratifying in themeelves, threatened, at one
moment, to prove the reverse of advantageous. The
nabob, exssperated by the fall of Hoogly, mot only
treated with scorn such proposals of accormmodation as
it was judged prudent to make, hut, resssembling his
army at Mexadabad, began a movement en masse to.
wards Calcutta. Nor was thiz gll: there arrived at
the same time official intelligence that war between
England and France had begun ; and, ss there chanced
to be in the French settlement at Chandernagore a
battalion of 300 regular European troops, Clive conld
searcely flatter himself with being able to make head
ageinst the combined exertions of two such powerful
enemies. Nevertheless, though, through the agency of
Ormichund, a native merchent of great wealth and in-
fluence, he continued still to aim at an accommodation,
he took cere thst the menrures necessary to retard the
nsbob's progress should not be entirely neglected.

At the distance of a mile and a half from the out-
skirts of the town there was an unfinighed ditch, to
which, because it had been undertaken for the purpose
of sheltering the native inhahitants from the incursions
of the Mahrattas, the nasme of the Mahraits &itch was
given. It began at the Hoogly to the north, waa
carried round in a semicircle towards the east, and
would have ended, if complete, on the Hoogly aguin,
to the southward of Caleutta, As it was, the tremch
cavered only the northern and esstern faces of the Com.
pany's territory, by a line greatly too extended for any
purposes of defence. About two miles to the eastward
of this trench there is a lake abutting upon a wide and
impasseble ewamp, which stretches to the sea, and forms,
as it were, 2 netural barrier aguinat all hostile approaches
in that direction. Clive aaw, and estimated at its true
value, the sdvantages which the occurrence of these
impediments offered. He directed an entrenched camp
to be formed wbout a mile to the northward of the
town, and at the distance of half a mile from the river ;
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thue effectually providing thet mo enemy from the
northward shonld be able to violate the company’s ter-
ritory, withont at least developing his designs. ‘This
done, and a garrison being thrown into a redoubt, or
castle, at Perring’s Point, Clive establisthed his outposts,
end waited with all patience the tum which events
might take,

In the epprehensions which they entertained of an
alliznce between the nabob and the French, the English
chiefs were happily deceived; for the French, with un-
accountable short-sightedness, rejected the overtures of
the nshob, snd proposed thet between them and their
European rivals a local truce should be maintained.
Though it is an error to assert that any formal treaty
to that effect was ever aigmed, at least by Clive, no
doubt can exist that he obeyed the dictates of prudence
by emusing the Frenchman with expectations which
were destined not to be realised ; but he was far from
feeling at his ease, even when opposed to the nabob
glone. On the contrary, his hopes of victory became so
dlender, that he intermitted not, even after the advance
began, his deprecatory correspondence through Ormi-
chund, and when that channel failed, others were with
anxions avidity sought out. Neither offers of secom-
modation, however, nor the demonstrations which he
judiciously made, arrested the ememy's progress for a
moment, On the 30th of Jenuary, the nabob croseed
the river, sbout ten miles sbove Hoogly, and, while
the smoke of burning villsges marked his route, srrived
on the 2d of February in the vicinity of the camp.

Exceedingly reluctant to take any step which might
vender the pacification to which he still looked im.-
practicable, Clive beheld, without opposing them, this
swarm of barbarians gain possession of a great road,
which, stretching north and south, conducts to a stone
bridge, by means of which the hesd of the lake is
crosted, Here the road turning, runs almost in a
straight line esat and west, till it touches upon the
Mahratta ditch ; and here, had he heen resolved on
risking & battle for the preservation of the territory, it
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was Clive’s business to have thrown up entrenchmenis.
But, ewayed in part by the motives to which we have
alresdy alluded, and in part indisposed to divide his
already feeble army, Clive abstaited from doing so;
and Surzjah Dowlzh, a5 a matter of course, gained the
pass without filring a shot. Immediately his hordes

themselves over the whole of the space between
the Mzhratta ditch and the lake, from which they swept
off almost every article of value ere their excesses conld
be checked by a mortie from Perring's redoubt.

While executing the movements preparatory to this
irruption, Sursjabh Dowlah had kept up the delusion on
his opponent’s mind, by requiring that accredited agents
from the English chief should come to the presemce.
He adhered to this system of deceit, notwithstanding a
reconnoissance executed by Clive, and a cannonade ai-
tending it ; nor did he cease to hold out hopes of a re.
conciliation even after the mass of his army were in
position, and busily enguged in entrenching themselves
a mile or &2 mile and a half to the south-esst of the
English camp. Two gentlemen were accordingly sent,
whose reception left them ne room to doubt that the
nabob’a fary towards the English pation burned with
unsbated vigour; nay, it was only by a hasty flight
that they themselves escaped detention as prisoners, —
a fate which they were given to underatand by Ormichund
had been decreed for them. Now, then, Clive felt that
to hesitate any longer ag to the measures which it be.
hoved him to pursue would bmt increase the enemy’s
audacity and his own weskness. Having ascertained
that the greater part of the nabob’s artillery was still in
the rear, he determined to bring on a baitle without
delay ; and, strengthening himeelf by the addition of
600 seamen from the fieet, he issued orders for a for_
ward movement on the morrow.

About an hour hefore dawn, the English avmy, con.
sisting of G50 Europeans of the line, 100 artillerymen,
800 sepoys, snd 600 seamen, formed in a single column
of threes in front, facing towards the south. The En.
glish battalion took post immediately behind one wing
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of the sepoys, the other wing succeeding them: in con-
tinuation of these moved the artiflery, six field-pieces,
drawn partly by lascars, parily by sesmen ; while, in
rear of all, came that portion of the mailors to whom
muskets had been intrusted, gusrding a second body of
Iascars who were loaded with spare cromunition, Clive
himeself took post beside the English battalion, where,
like the rest of the officers, he marched on foot; and, at
& given signal, the whole pressed forward, covered by a
few patrols,

It was yet dark when the head of the eolumnn fell
upon the enemy’s outposts, which were stationed in a
trench beside the road that leads from the bridge to the
Moehratta ditch: these, after discharging a few match.
locks and rockets, retreated, though not till, by the ac-
cidental explosion of a sepoy’s cartouch-box, on which
one of their missilen fell, they hed caused corsiderable
disorder in the English ranks. By great exertions, how-
ever, order was restored, and the column again preszed
on ; a fog overspreading them like a canopy as the day
dawned, and vendering objects ebsolutely invisible at &
hand’s length from each individual. By and by they
came oppoesite to Ormichund’s garden, where, on the
interior of the Mahraita ditch, the nebob bad fixed his
head.querters; snd here, for the fist time since the
advance began, were they aware of a threatened attack,
The sound of horses’ hoofs was heard : it approached
rapidly from the direction of the ditch; and the fog
opening, s it were, for &n inetant, a wdl.mounte& line of
Persian ca was seen within twenty yarde of their
flank. The column halted, gave its flre with terrible
effect, and swept its enemies eway as dust is swept aside
by the bresth of & whirlwind. Once more the men
resumed their march, advancing dowly, and firing at
random by platoons ; while the artillery, from time to
time discharged single balls obliquely, 80 aa to cleex the
direction of the column, yet protect its progress.

had now reached a causewsy raised severs] feet,
above dlelemlofthemwundmgwmtry,wlmh [

YOL. T,
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ducts throngh a plain of swampy rice.fields, across the
Mahratts diteh, into the company’s territory: it was
understood to be entrenched ; and it formed part of
Clive’s plan to cerry the barricade by assault, and then
*countermarching in the inner side of the Mahratta ditch,
to double back upon Ormichund’s garden, and storm it
from the rear. The leading sections accordingly clam-
bered up the sscent, and, wheeling to the right, made
ready to give the rush. Unfortunately, however, the
artillerymen i the rear, uninformed of the change of
direction, continued still to fire ; and the balls falling
among their own people, drove them to seek shelter by
leaping down into a ditch on the opposite Eide of the
causeway. A scene of irretrievable confusion followed ;
esch company, as it came up, following the example of
that which preceded, crossed instesd of marching down
the canseway, till at last the whole became one dense and
shapeless mass, equally inspplicable to purpose of sttaik
or of defence. Nor did the mischief end here. While
Clive was nsing his best exertions to reform the column,
and explaining to those around him the purpose of hia
intended movement, a couple of heavy gune opened with
canister shot from & small bastion on the Mahratta ditch,
and, at the first discharge, killed and dissbled twenty-
two Europeans. It was no longer possible to hold his
men in hand, whom the enemy, having thus got the
range, continued to gall with their fire ; eo Clive, aban-
doning his original intention, gave the word to push on,
and made for another road, or censeway, still farther to
the aouth by a foll mile and & quarter.

The execution of this movement was grievously re.
tarded by the deep and muddy natare of the ficlds, over
which, intersected by numerous ditches sand drain, it
was necessary to drag the gnus. By nine o’clock, more-
over, the fog heving dispersed, the awkward situation
of the English became viaible, and the enemy’s cavalry
Toade repeated stiempts to chiarge both in front and rear,
It is true that they were repuised on each occasion, and
that the steady and well-directed fire of this handful of
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brave men caused terrible havoe in the nabob’s lines, Yet
were they outnumbered beyond all calculation ; while
another battery of two guns, in addition to that bemde
the causeway, bore mpon them with murdercun effect;
moany men, therefore, dropped ere the road was gained ;
and two out of the =ix guns having stuck fast in the
mud, were abandoned, Nevertheless, the dogged obeti-
nacy which, more than any other quality, characterises
the British veteran, remained, in spite both of fatigues
end lozses, unsubdued. 'The column again wheeled to
its right, and, besring down all opposition, passed the
Mahratts ditch in triumph.

There was now a choice of two conrses open to Clive:
either he might follow up hia original plan, and march
upon Ormichund’s garden ; or, taking advantage of the
shorter communication with Calcatta, which he had just
opened out, lead his troops into the town. He preferred
the lstter glternative ; to which, indeed, the excessive
weariness of the gallant band strongly urged him : so he
held on without a check, and gained the town a little
afier noon.

If we have hitherto abstained from offering any eri-
ticiems upon the military operations of colonel Clive,
our silence has been occesioned rather by a consideration
of the petty ecale on which his warfare wae conducted,
than from a disposition to glur over the errors into which
he mey bave fallen. .On the present occasion, however,
»0 many and such striking mistakes ocewrred, that we
ghould ill discharge the duty of an impartisl biographer,
were we to omit 21l mention of them. In the flret place,
Clive did wrong in leaving the bridge at the head of the
lake ungusrded. To have broken down the bridge, and
covered its ruins byalingleeompanyﬂuownintoa
small redoubi, would not have materially weakened his
main army ; while the circumstance, if(ifalladentxmly
to check the advance in that direction, wounld at least
have had a due effect npon the morale of en undisgi-
plined and semi-barbarous host. In the next place, hav~
ing made up his mind to force Surajah Dowlah to &

r2



68 BRITISH MILITARY COMMANDERA.

battle, his obvious eourse would have been to demon.
strate merely in the direction whick he actually took,
while he pushed his real attack from Perring’s Polnt
through the Company’s territory. By this means he
would have gained his end by 2 route at once shorter
and more practicable ; for, of the nabob'a troops, by far
the larger portion were without the Mahratta diteh, and,
of course, geparsted from head-quarters. Nor can we
speak in terms of high commendation of that aystem of
manceuvre, which permits a column of infantry to fire
at random while in movernent, and panctions even the
ohlique discharge of artillery in the rear of that columm,
To these errors, indeed, the derangement of the whole
plan may be attributed ; for the troops never recovered
their order sfter they suffered, in the firat causeway,
from the unfortunate mistske of their own gunners,
Nevertheless, while thus condemning the absetice of seience
thet marked the arrangement of this affair, let us do full
justice to the courage and conetancy both of men and
officers when engaged init. Never were these qualities
more perfectly displayed ; and seldom have troops been
thrown into & eituation where to displey them required
mere of coolnesa and native pregence of mind.

There died in this affhir, on the part of the English,
27 Europeans of the line, 12 seamen, and 18 sepoys ;
in all 57: while the wounded eame up to 70 Ewropeans,
12 seamen, and 35 sepoya; totsl, 117. Of the enemy,
aguin, the loss smounted to 22 officera of distinction,
600 men, 500 horses, 4 elephants, severel eemels, and
a great many bullocks. Nor was it the least striking
feature in the cese, that both parties retired from the
straggle dejected and disheartened : the English blamed
their leader, and complained that they had been exposed
rashly to utter destruction, without an object worthy of
the hazerd ; the nabeb denounced his officera as cowards,
becanse a handfal of infidels had dared to attack hia
camp, and had traversed it with comparative impunity.
But the impression of dismay remained, as might have
been expected, more permanently on the mind of the
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nabob than of his adversaries ; indeed, he caused his
tents to be struck in the morning, and, after commu.
niesting to Clive his desire to put an end to the quarrel,
withdrew to the distance of thiee miles north-east of the
Iake. Thus, even by an abortive manceuvre, Clive
obtained his end ; for a peace was soon afierwards con-
cluded ; and the English, reinstated in 2l] the immuni-
tiet which they had previously enjoyed, and having their
forta and territories restored, Surajah Dowlah marched
back, crest_fallen and dispirited, to Moorehedabad.

The tone asgumed by the nabob, throughout this ne-
gotintion, having been more humble than the apparent
condition of his affairs taught Clive to expect, the latter
acrnpled not to push the advaniage already obtained, by
demanding from hin highness permisaion to undertzke
an expedition sgainkt the French settlement at Chun.
dernagore. For a time the request was resisted with great
bitterness ; indeed, a part of the nahob's army, under
his commander-in-chief Meer Jaffier, was marched into
the French territories, for the purpose of supporting its
possessors, should they be invaded by the English. By
and by, however, a rumour reached Surajah Dowlah,
that his province was sbout to be inveded by a horde of
Pitans ; and his anxiety to secure the co-operation of
Clive in resisting thet attack, led him to diszemble his
wighes relative to the protection of Chandernagore.
Availing hisnself of this lucky accident, as well as asaured
of the nentrality of Meer Jaffier, whom Ormichund had
bribed to bold aloof by a present of 12,000 rupees,
Clive overcame the scruples of admiral Wateon, on whose
strictly honourable mind the recent treaty of nentrality
dwelt with great effect ; and, leaving the ships of war to
ascend the river ag wind and tide might serve, advanced,
partly in light vessels, partly by land, towards the set.
tlement. He arrived before the place sbout noon on the
14th of Merch ; and, the same day, drove in the out.
posts, und completed ite investment.

It in not necessary fo give any mipute sccount of the
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operations which followed ; for they were precisely in
accordance with those which cccur in the sttack of &ll
irregularly fortified places by sn army slenderly pro-
vided with the munitions necessary to a siege, Batteries
were thrown up, the fire from which proved totally in-
adequate to resist that of the bhesieged : indeed, it is
doubtfi] whether the place wounld have been reduced at
all, but for the hearty and devoted co-operation of the
squadron. But a couple of line—of-battle ships, in which
the flags of admirals Watson and Pocock were hoisted,
laying themselves alongside the principal hastion, at s
range of fifty yards, threw in such a weight of fire that
the enemy were driven from their guns, The conse_
quence was, that at three o’clock in the afternoon of the
22d, the fort surrendered ; when about cighty only of
the garrison, including several officers, avoided the fate
of their comrades by escaping from the place while the
negotiation pended.

Sursjah Dowlah, who hsd repeatedly protested
ageinat this enterprise, snd was deterred from inter.
rupting it only by renewed reporis of a Pitan invasion,
expresset] the utmost indignation when informed of the
fate of Chandernagore. He took M. Law and the fu.
gitives immediately under his protection ; and trusting
to the assurances of that gentleman, that a powerful
srmament from France wight daily be expected, he
refused to folfll the engagements into which he had
entered with the English, It would lead us into details
by far too complicated for the nature of this work, were
we to describe the plots and counterplota that ensued
on this proceeding. 'We must be content, therefore, to
state, that the behaviour of the nabob convinced the
English snthoritice that & cordial reconciliation with
him was impracticable; and that they engaged in a
series of intrigues, of which it was the object to wrest
from him his authority, and to transfer it to some
other functionsry more friendly to thelr views and
€

In conducting the delicste negotistions arising out of
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this project, Ormichund took for a time a leading part ;
the individual for whom he acted being Year Khan
Lally, an officer high in the service of the nabob, and
far from destitute of resources. The treaty with this
person had not, however, assumed a definite form, when
Meer Jaffier made & tender of hia alliance ; and the one
heing possessed of a degree of euthority to which the
other could not lay claim, Yar Khan Lally was, to use
& famillsr phrase, thrown overboard without ceremony.
In accomplishing this end, however, it was abaolutely
necessary either to hoodwink Ormichund, or to gain him
over, The firet course wag attempted, but it did nos
suceeed ; for Ormichund already knew too much to be
with impunity neglected: the second was then tried,
though under the palpable dieadvantage of dealing with
& man whose suspicions had been violently awakened.
Btill, a8 the ordinary restraints of honour (for we cannot
use a milder term) were with great indifference set aside,
the affair went on, apparentdly at least, with the utmost
felicity. Ormichund became the mediom of commu-
nication between Meer Jaffier and the English, s he had
been between them and Yar Khan Lally ; and the con.
spiracy gained strength from day to day, both at Moor-
shedabad and elsewhere.

‘When the English first began to move towards Chan—
dernagore, Surajah Dowlah had marched s nmumercus
army to Plassey, in the island of Cossimbuzar, where,
under the orders of Roydalub, it lay encamped. Among
other demands made by Clive snbsequenily to the re.
duction of Chandernagore, there was one which required
thet Roydulub shovld withdraw this force, and thet
the Englich should be left to deal with the French
fnmryin Cossimbuzar, accerding to their own plea.

The nabob refused to listen to this propoeal,
nﬂegmg that the French were entitled to his protection:
indeed, he, in hisx turn, demanded that the English
would breek up the encampment which they had formed
to the north of the Hoogly, and return, as became
them, within the limitz of their own territory. 1In this

r 4
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emergency Clive thought it best to dissemble. He,
therefore, broke up his camp, sent back half of his
people to Calcutta, and kept the other half, ready against
any emergency, at Chandernagore. Still the nabob
withdrew not & man ; nay, on the unfounded assertion
of one of hie officers, that the English had secreted a
forge in the island, he ordered Meer Jaffier to

with 15,000 men to reinforce the army of Roydulub,
and to take the supreme command. Meer Jaffier could
not refuse obedience ; nevertheless, he left at Moorshed -
abad confidential agents, by whose means the intrigue
continued still to be carried on.

It was now that Ormichund, made aware per force
of the critical cireumstances by which, not Meer Jaffier
only, but Mr. Watts, and the rest of the English re.
sidents at Moorshedabad were surrounded, thought fit to
throw additional obstacles in the way of a heppy con.
clugion to the affair, by demanding an enormous sum of
money as the reward of his co_operation, Let it be
borne in mind, that, up to the present moment, he had
stipulated for nothing further than a compensaticn for
his lossea sustained at the ssck of Caleutta, and a resti-
tution to all the privileges which he had enjoyed prior
to that event. Now he required, that, over and above
the gratuitiea granted to the British army, navy, mer-
chants, council, and company, Meer Jaffier and the En-
glish should hold themaelves bound to pay to him = com-
misgion of not less than five per cent. on all the moniea
found in Surajash Dowlah’s treasury. Never was condact
more grosa or less justifiable, nnless, indeed, we except
that of the men by whom the expectation of this usurer
were defeated. Finding it naeless to reason, and worse
than upeless to protest, it was determined, on the sng-
gestion of colenel Clive, to draw up and engross two
separate treaties: one (and it was to be considered as
the real deed) in which Ormichund‘s ontrageous claims
were omitted ; the other, a fictitiouns document, in which
these claims were recognised. We abetain from offer.
Ing & word of comment on this remarkeble transaction,
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Nevertheless, it is but just towards the memory of
&dmira] Watson to state, that, when calied upon to sign
the latter deed, he peremptorily refused ; and that, as g
elimax to the whole affair, his signature was forged, and
appended to the document.

Time passed: the intrigues of Meer Jaffier, Mr.
Watts, and Ormichund became known ; and, while the
two latter narrowly escaped from Moorshedahad, the
former, who had been recalled on suspicion, was be.
sieged in his own palace. His fears, however, getting
the better of his judgment, Surajah Dowlah, instead of
crushing his general on the instant, propoeed to him
terms of reconciliation ; and their differences were, in
congequence, oatensibly composed, after oaths of mu-
tual forgiveness and fidelity had been exchanged.

Meanwhile the English army had agein concentrated
® Chandernagore, where it was joined by Mr, Watts,
who gave an account of the state of affuira at Moorshed.
abad. Clive saw that to dissemble longer was impos-
sible; and, aware that Bursjah Dowlah would shortly
Jjoin the division of his army at Plassey with the whole
force of the soubahdary, he determined to anticipate
the movement by opening the campaipn. He accord-
ingly isaued a manifesto, in which, ae ia the custom in
such documents, he threw the undivided responsibility of
the approaching contest on the enemy; after which he
sasembled a flotilla of 200 boats, for the accommodation
of the Europeans, the stores, and the gune; and began,
under convoy of two sloops of war, to sscend the river.
The eepoye marched in a paralle] column along its bank.

On the 16th of June the English army reached
Pattee, a fortified post on the Cossimbuzar river,
which ia situated about two leagues ebove the junetion
of that stream with the Jellengeer. This they prompily
reduced, as well as Cutwah, a town with & castle, twelve
miles higher up ; when, the rains tetting in with ex-
cesaive violence, Clive was glad to strike his tents, and
to quarter his men, az conveniently as circumstances
would allow, in the huts and houses around. ¥or aix
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days he helted here, looking with intense anxiety for
the communications from Meer Jaffier which be had a
right to expect ; but the few letters which reached him
only told of the reconciliation with Surajeh Dowlah, and
promised nothing more than & neutrslity, scarcely to be
relied upon. Clive’s position was now as perilous ms
the genera] of & amall army ever occupied ; and he was
too clear—gighted not to perceive that it was eo. He,
therefore, surnmoned a council of war, and proposed to
its members to determine whether the traops should
crose the Cossimbuzar at once, and put their very ex-
istence on the hagerd of a battle, or, halting where they
were during the rainy season, call in the Mahrattas to
their 2id, and renew the war at its close,

It is & curious fact, that Clive, instead of requiring,
24 i cugtomary, the opinion of the junior membere of
the conncil first, took the lead by giving his own, and
gave it in favour of a suspension of hostilities. Msajors
Kilpatrick end Grant, the next in point of seniority,
followed in the same course ; while Coote, afterwards
so distinguished in the wars of the Carnatie, protested
against the adoption of a policy so unwise. He repre-
sented, that they conld gein nothing by delay ; that the
confidence of the men, now wonnd up to the highest
pitch, would evaporate ; and that the junction of M. Bus-
8ey’s corps, en event by no means improbable, wonld
give to the nahob = superiority not to be resisted. The
arguments of major Coote made a deep impression on
Clive’s mind. Though the council determined, by a
majority of thirteen to seven, that it wonld be unwise,
under existing circumstanices, to proceed, Clive saw that
the decision was erroneoas; and, after some houra spent
in solitary deliberstion, smid the recesses of a neigh.
bouring grove, he issued orders that the troops should
be in readiness to march the following morning.

The sun waa rising, on the 22d of June, when the
troops began to pass -the river; amd, by four in the
afternoon, all were established on the opposite bank.
Here a memenger from Meer Jafler met them with
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intelligence that the nabob had halted at a village six
miles on the other side of Cossimbuzar; where Clive
was sdvised, if practicable, to fall upon him by surprise.
Clive returned for snswer, that he should bivouac that
night at Plassey, and advance next day s far as Daud.
poor, where, if Meer Jaffier failed to join him, he would
““ make pesce with the nabob.” The troops accord-
ingly resumed their march a litfle before sunset; and
having, by dint of extraordinary exertions, dragged the
boats, and conveyed the stores & distance of fifteen miles,
reached the grove of Plassey at one ¢'clock in the morn.
ing. Here they lay upon their arms, being startled by
the unexpected sound of gongs, druma, clarions, and
cymbals, which, as they mark the vicinity of Indian
watchee, convinced them that they were within a mile
of the nabob’s camp. Tt was &n anxious night for the
leaders, and especially for Clive, on whose shoulders
the undivided responeibility lay; though the men, after
the guards were set, and the sentipels duly planted,
slept as soundly aa soldiers are apt to do even on the eve
of a battle.

The grove of Plassey, in which the English army
lay, messured about 800 yards in length, by 300 in
breadth, and consisted of mango trees planted in regu-
lar rows. It was surrounded by e slight embankment,
a ditch choked up with weeds, and approached, at its
north-western angle, within fifty yards of the river. A
hunting-sest belonging to the nabob, which stood upon
the bank of the stresm, sfforded, with its walled gar-
den and inclosures, an excellent point of defence for one
of Clive's flanka, as well as a convenient station for hia
hospital. In the mesn time, the enemy occupied an en-
trenched camp about s mile or & mile and a half in his
front, which, commeneing et the neck of a peninsula,
formed by a curvature of the atream, ran directly inland
for 200 yards, sfter which it formed an obtuse angle, and
bore away, nearly three miles, to the north.east. At
this angle stood a redonbt, in which cannon were
mounted ; there was also a woody eminence conve.
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niently situated about 300 yards beyond; whue a
couple of tanks, begirt, ss these reservoire always are
in Indis, with mounds of earth, offered great advan-
tages, either in advance or retreat, to the force which
should seize them, All these matters became visible
to Clive 28 scon as the return of dawn enabled him to
recounoitre, though the space of time sllowed for that
purpoge was hot very extended.

Clive had mounted to the roof of the hunting seat,
and, with his telescope, swept the line of the nabob'a
works, when his attention wae suddenly attracted by a
generel stir within the camp, By end by the heads
of columns began to emerge into the plain, and in e
few moments the whole of the enemy’s army was seen
in slow but impoesing advance, Fifty thousand infantry,
armed with matchlocks, spears, rockets, and bows;
18,000 cavalry well mounted, and, for the most part,
sufficiently accoutred, formed, with fifty pieces of can.
nem, this formidable array, which came on in semicir-
cular order, s if for the purpose of hemming in on all
gides the handful of veterans in the grove. Nor was
the mode in which he moved his cannon the feature in
this warlike show which excited the least degree of
interest in the mind of the spectator, The guna (most
of them 24's and 32's) were, by means of huge wocden
stages, raised six feet sbove the level of the plain, and
the cumbrous machiney supporting guns, gunners, am-
munition, and all things necessary, were dragged each
by forty or fifty bullocks, asaisted in the rear by an
elephant, One brigade of field.pieces, however, four in
mumber, acted apart from the rest, under a body of
forty French deserters, who placed themeelves in one
of the tapks, not far from the edge of the wood,

The force with which Clive made ready to sustaln
the shock, consisted of 3000 men of all arma, including
000 English, of whom 100 were artillerymen, and
fifty gailora. His train comprised eight 6-pounders and
two howitzers ; and he arranged the whole in one line,
with his Europeans in the centre, just beyond the skirts
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of the wood. This he did, under the impression that,
if he kept his men under cover, the nabob, mistaking
prudence for fear, would acquire additional confidence ;
besides which, he felt that at any moment a corps so
pliable might be thrown back, long ere the unwicldy
masses that threatened could interfere to derange the
evolution. Finally, he posted his cannon three on each
flank of the battalion, and the remaining two, with the
howitzers, under cover of a couple of brick-kilns, so as
to protect his left; and, having cantioned his men to
keep steady, and neither to advance nor retire without
orders, he retwrned to his station on the voof of the
house.

It might be about eight o'clock, when a shot from
the enemy’'s tank gave the signal for a generel discharge
of their artillery. The fire wea promptly answered by
the English guns; and for some time a cannonade
was kept up, nhich made sad havoc in the nabob’s
ranke, and proved not abeolutely harmless to the other
party, It had Jasted abont an hour, when Clive, find.
ing that severel of his men fell, directed the whole line
to withdraw within the grove ; upon which the enemy,
misteking the change of ground for & flight, pushed
their artillery more fo the front, and fired with in-
creased vivacity. Ae the English, however, sat down
behind the trees, no damage wes sustained ; while their
pieces, plunging full into the dense wlumns of horse
and foot exposed upon the plain, produced a great deal
of slaughter.

Things continued thus till noon, Clive having de-
termined, after coneulting his officers, to act on the de-
fengive throughout the day; when, & heavy shower of
rain falling, the enemy’s ammunition became
gnd their fire began to slacken. They still, however,
kept their gronnd ; but, sbout two hours later the bul.
lockswereobnenedtotnketheirmﬁonshesidetha
platforma; and the whole, coversd by the infaniry and
cavalry, moved slowly to the rear. The truth, indeed,
is, that the nabob, intimidated by the fall of one of his
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moat trusted chiefs, had ismed orders for a general re.
treat, and was himself hastening to escape to Moorshed-
abad, under the escort of a select body of horse. He
had sent for Meer Jeffier to his tent, had thrown his
turban on the ground before him, and adjured him, in
the most affecting manner, to defend it; a trust which
the traitor freely undertook, without entertsining the
most remote ides of fulfilling it. But of all this Clive
remzined unavoidably ignorant, inssmmuch as the feara
of the measenger despatched to infornwhim of it, hin-
dered him from pasging the line of fire ; and he was
meonsequeneeld‘noformhuowncon;ectmea and to
act upon their suggestion.

While the rest of the army fell back, the French
company, under Sinfray, kept its ground at the tank
from which it galled the English with an incessant fin-
both of cannon and musketry, Clive was at this time
sound asleep, fatigne having fairly overmsstered him ;
upon whick major Kilpatrick, placing himself at the
Iread of two compenies of Euvropeans and a couple of
field_pieces, made resdy to dialodge the party in the
tank, and to occupy it as a post from which to annoy
the enemy’s columns in their retreat. But a correct
senee of military discipline having indueed him to in-
form Clive of his intention, the latter wasa no sooner
ewakened than he ran to the spot, and sharply re-
proved Kilpatrick for presuming to take a step so
fmportant on his own responsibility. Nevertheless, he
did not condemn the movement proposed ; on the con-
trary, while he eent Kilpatrick 1o the rear, with in-
structions to bring up the rest of the army, he himself
took the command of the storming party, and, pushing
forward, gained possession of Sinfray’s embanloment,
without the loas of 2 msn,

In the meanwhile, the line put in metion by Kil.
patrick quitted the grove, snd advanced. It wex ob-
zerved now that s coneidersble column, extending itself
from the enemy’s right, faced shout, and began to move
towards the north.cast angle of the grove. Thia was
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Meer Jaffier's corpe ; which, however, being unknown
to the Englich leaders, wae immediately fired upon with
great effect by obe of the field-pieces. The column
stood irresclute for a moment, and then followed the
crowd ; upon which the English detachment, rejoining
their comrades, pushed for the redoubt. That, as well
as the woody eminence being stormed and taken, the
guns were run up, and 2 fresh and more destruetive
fire opened upon the cemp, where 2 scene of confusion
prevailed, of which we should in vain emrdeavour to
convey to the mind of the reader any adequate concep-
tion. One body of the bsbob’s troops alone held toge-
ther, though withdrewn from the line of the English
fire, and separated entirely from the rest; and as now
the etandards of Jafiler were recognised, the fact of his
adherence to the original agreement became manifest
both to Clive and his brother officers, Instantly the
word was given t¢ push on. The camp was entered,
without any other opposition than arese from the im-
pediments occasioned by guns abandomed, tents half
thrown down, baggage, horses, and bullocks, spread
over the plain ; while the broken and discomfited host,
whick ought even now to have annihilated the assailants,
fied in dismay, without striking s blow in its defence,

Animsted by the promise of a Iiberal donation in
money, the troops steadily preserved their ranks, though
surrounded by heape of plunder ; and, after a brief
halt, which engbled the commissaries to collect 2a many
bullocks end other animals a8 were requirite for the
transport of the guns, pursued their march, in high
gpirits, as far a¢ Dandpoor. Thither a strong advanced
guard had been pushed, for the purpose of obeerving
{for they could acarcely harass) the enemy’s rear ; and
here an estimate was taken of the logs sustained
throughout a long and toilsome day. It proved to be
altogether trifling, Not more than sixteen sepoys and
eight Europeans lost their lives; while the wounded
amounted to forty-eigh® in all, of whom twelve only
were English,



80 BRITINE MILITARY OOMMANDERL

The battle of Plassey belongs to that class of events
which defy all calculation previous to their occurrence,
and silence all criticiem efter they have taken place.
That an army of nearly 70,000 men, supported by fifty
pieces ofmuon, should have fled before 3000 soldiers,
however superior in the qualifications both of dm:lp]me
and arms, constitutes a fect in history on which it is
useleas 1o argue. 'While, therefore, we do full justice
t0 the courage of the English leader, and to the steadi-
ness and good conduct of the men whom he committed
in & contest so unequal, we feel that to speak of the
victory as the result of any wisdom in the combinations
of Clive would justly subject us to the ridicule of every
military reader. The defeat of Sursjah Dowlah is only
one out of numerous proofs that mere numbers are
worthless, s0 long as the spitit of daring is not present
to direct and animate them in battle.

The results of this great victory were not Tess re-
markable then the victory iteelf. The nabob, distrust-
ful of all arcund him, sfter fleeing to Moorshedahad,
endeavoured fo escape in disguise, with the design of
placing himgelf and his fortunes under the protection
of M. Law ; hut, being discovered by a man whose ears
he had formerly caneed to be cut off, he was betrayed to
his enemies, and carried back a prisoner, Meanwhile Meer
Jaffier had been saluted as nabob by Clive, and was
in possession of the capital, which, as well as the Jead.
ing men in the provinces, submitted quietly to the
change of masters ; whilst the murder of Surejah Dow-
lsh, which, as & matwr of course, followed hia arrest,
confirmed the wavering fidelity of the few that still held
out. Then followed a recognition of the treaties ori-
ginally entered into with the English, the whole of
which the new nabeb promised faithfully to fulfl], with
the exception, indeed, of the fictitious agreement, by
mesna of which the merchant Ormichund had been de-
ceivel. We willingly pasa over this transaction, with-
out entering much into particulars. Poor Ormichund,
being abruptly informed by Clive and Mr. Scrafton,
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that  the peper was a trick, and that he was to have
nothing,” fell back in 2 swoon ; and recovered only to
spend a yesr and a half in a atate of pitiable idiotcy.

It is not necessary, in a military memoir of lord
Clive, to detail at full Jength the many complicated oc-
currences which ensued upon this chenge of dynasty in
Bengal. Of the expedition led by major Coote, for
example, in purmit of M. Law’s corps, which had ad-
vanced as far as Baglipore for the purpore of support-
ing Burajuh Dowlah, ere a rumour of his eapture led to
a retrogression, we need say nothing forther than
that, after penetrating to Chuprah, a town eituated
on the Ganges, at the distance of forty-four miles
beyond Patua, it returned without effecting any thing.
Mesnwhile the provinces gemerally gave in their
submission to Meer Jaffier. The promised treasures
were sent to Calentta under a strong escort; the faci-
litien for trade formerly granted to the English mer-
chants were renewed, and other and unexpected pri-
vileges, which the latter began immediately to demand,
wete, though with extreme reluctance, granted. Clive,
therefore, retwrned to the seat of government in the
middle of September; leaving behind him, amid the
most perfect apparent tranquillity, the seeds of new
quarrels, not less rancorous than those which he had
Jjust composed.

While events flowed throughout the north of India
ina channel go favourible, the interests of the Com.
pauny were brought into great jeopardy through the
successes pecomplished both by M. Bussey, and, for a
time at least, by the government of Pondicherry. The
former, though excluded from the confidence of the
nizgm, sbd compelled to defend himself against the
troopz of the faction which had undermined his in-
fluence, neither ceased to retain his hold upon the per-
sonal affection of Sulebat Jung, nor withdrew, as he
had been required to do, from the province of Hyder-
abad. He kept, on the contrary, his ground in &
position whence, ontheﬁntappemneeufschmgeof

YOL. In.
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policy, he might be nble to hedge round the wavering
prince with French beyonets; and the accident, on.
the occurrence of which be ceased not to ealculate,
very soon befell. Bulabat Jung found the yoke which
his brothers endeavoured to cast upon his neck too
heavy to be borne. He recalled Bussey, who with
the utmost alacrity obeyed the suramons; and, delivering
the nizam from the tyranny of his relatives, rendered
him more and more the debtor of the French nation.
The consequence wae a grant of all that line of coast,
which, commencing at Moolchelly on the south, and
extending to the lake of Chilea on the north, a distance
of not less than 470 miles, is known under the general ap-
pellation of the Northern Circers. Of the chief stations
there Bussey took immediate possession ; while the rest
were held by the native zeminders, or chiefs, subject to
the burdene hitherto imposed upon them by the nizam,.

Meanwlhile intelligence of the rupture between
England and France, which had go long been anti-.
cipated, arrived in the Carnatic, and both sides made
prepuiations to cnter upon a contest on the issae of
which the very existence of their respective establish-
ments in India was felt to depend. ¥t had been ex-
prezsly stipulated, when the expedition for the recovery
of Calenits eailed, that Clive should not detain the
troops beyond guch a period as would permit their
return to Madras by the month of April at the latest ;
and, in the communication which he made of his fimst
successes, Clive not only referred to this arrangement,
but expressed his resdiness to adhere to it. In propor-
tion, however, as his views in the northern provinces be-
came more and more gigantic, his regard to the wishes
of the authorities in the south died away. He ceased,
indeed, ere long to ellude to a measure of which he
soon saw the impolicy, and carried on his schemes of
conquest unmindful of the remonstrances and appre-
hensions of the Madras government.

These schemes were already to a grest degree realived
by the proceedings which have been detailed above, when
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on the 17th of September, 1757, an announcement of
the arrival of & French fleet off Fort St, David reached
Celcutte, It was followed by remewed entreaties for
the return of at least part of the Madras army; but
Clive felt that, to weaken his foree, in the existing state
of things, would be to incur not only the loss of advan-
tagea slready gained, but to run the hazard, in the event
of an attack from the French, of total destruction, He
therefore tock no other notice of the requisition than
he had done of others to the same effect.

In acting thus, it cannot be denied that. Clive took
upon himself no common weight of responsibility, yet
the events fully bore him out in all his caleulations ;
for the causes of dirsension to which we alluded a ghort
time ago were already beginning to develope them-
selves. 'The naboh, whose pecuniary resources fell far
ghort of the obligations which he had ineurred, en-
deavoured to evade their fulfilment by procrastination,
by equivocation, and, finally, by the offer of bribes, not
only to the subordinate agents of the Company, but to
Clive himeelf. When he found that none of these
meagures availed, he became highly exasperated ; and
began to look around for mesna by which to deliver
himeelf from the state of thraldom into which he had
fallen. As, however, it would have been extremely
perilous to break at once with the English, he directed
hie firat efforts agaiost certain Hindoo functionaries,
towards whom, though he stood mainly indehted to
them for sticcess in the late rebelhon, he looked with
a jealous eye, in consequence of their supposed con~
nection with Clive.

The persong chiefly obnoxious to Jaffier were Doolub
Ram, the dewsn, or chief officer of finance, under Al-
verdy Khan, a member of the family of Seeta,—the fhost
wealthy bankers and merchents at Moorshedsbed,—and
PRemnarain, the governor of the importent province
of Bersr. These he endeavoured to circumvent by &
peries of intrigues, the detail of which belongs rather
to the historian of India than to the biographer of

¢ 2
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Clive; and be managed matters for a time with snch
address, that the victims, though aware of their danger,
found themselves incapable of eluding it. But, when
hostilities impended from Midnapoor, — when an insar.
yection broke forth at Daccs, and the nabob’s mmy,
mutinous, in consequence of their pay being far in
arrear, refused to march, —Clive seized the happy mo-
ment for interference ; and brought about, in appear-
ance at least, a reconciliation with Doolub Ram. This
was followed by & demend on his own part that the
arresrs due on the treaty of Moorshedsbad should be
peid up; and Juffler, however little disposed to accede
to the request, was compelled to give way.

All this oconrred towards the middle of November,
at the capital of the soubahdary, whither, with a Iarge
portion of the English army, Clive had repaired ; and
now the nabob proposed, in his turn, that the combined
forces should march withont delay upon Berar. Clive
offered no objection to the movement, though he ceased
net to urge the sound policy of an accommodation, now
reminding Jaffier of the extent of Ramnarain’s resources,
now warning him thet the sppearance of a French
force in the Hoogly must of necessity recall the English
o the defence of their own settlements. Nor were his
exertions in favour of the denounced governor Limited
to this: by holding a steady and impartisl course
amid the duplicity of the opposing parties, he made the
nabob aware that neither flattery nor menaces would

There & rumour of invaeion by the roubeh-
Qude, in conjunction with the French party,
M. Law, caused Jaffier to stifie the remsaing of
anger. Ramnargin was reipstated in his dignities ;
Clive, after extorting from the nabob a grant ¢
of those districts along the benks of the
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Ganges where salipetre is produced, saw the native army
tweak up, and retired with his own division, by way of
Moorehedahad, to Calentta.

‘I']:ishloodlmbntimpomtumplignmews
close on the 24th of May, 1758 ; and on the 20th of
June there errived from London a commigsion for new.
modelling the governmeat. The strange infatuation
in which that device originated, as well ss the evils
which it wea expected to remedy, it were useless in this
Place to explain; our purpese is pufficiently served
by stating that, In the room of the old couneil of four,
a conncil of ten was nominated, and thet the si
governor was required to give place to four, who should
pregide, not collectively, but separately, each semuming
the reins for a space of three months, and then relin-
quighing them to one of his colleagues, The scheme
was condemned as impracticable. The persons selected
ag chiefs met, and, with one consent, declared the ar-
rangement void ; after which they proceeded to make
choice of a governor on the old plan. 'There could
be but one opinion as to the individual on whom that
honour should be conferred. Clive, who had achieved
s0 much for the Company, was invited to defend hin
own conquests ; end, as an andue horror of responsi-
bility threw not its baneful shadow over his talents, he
accepted the trust, however frregularly conveyed, with-
ont gcruple.

In the mesnwhile, Jaffier, impetient under the bur-
dens which the treaty with the English imposed upon
him, began to mct with great severity towards his own
subjecta, Doolub Ram and his friends, in particular,
became daily more and more distasteful, in consequence
of the tenacity with which they sdhered to Clive as their
protector. He even renewed his attempta upon the Yife
of the dewan, who was compelled to take refuge in
Caleatta, whither he proceeded at last only after re-
pesated remonstrances on the part of Clive end the
English government, His next sttempt was to excite,
bymmmofforgedletten,a;u]onsym(lhvelnﬁnd
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towards this faithful functionary ; but here also he
failled. Clive knew enough both of the cautious babits
of Doolub Ram, end of the unscrupulous character of
the nabob not to suspect the fraud in a moment, though
the latter took care that there should be no living wit-
ness to hiv duplicity, by ordering the individual with
whom the correspondence was assumed to have taken
place to be aseascinated, Then followed tumults and
seditions excited by Meeram, the son of Jaffier, for the
purpose of rendering the English name odious at
Moorshedabad ; while Jaffier himself went, at last, so
far as to avow that he would join any French force
that might show itaelf in the province.”

Thinga were in this uneatisfactory etate, when in-
telligence of the capture of Fort Bt. David came in, as
‘well a3 of the combined movements of Lally and Bus-
pey's corps on Madras itgelf, The same letters which
conveyed this unpleasant information contained re-
newed entreaties for the return of a part at least of the
army to the Carnatic, without which, it was asserted,
Madras conld not resist the overwhelming force about to
be directed against it. To these entreaties, however,
Clive paid no more sttention than he had done to
similar applicstions already made. He knew that
Madras, if resolutely defended, wea capable, with the
garrison already under arms, of holding out 4l the
fleet expected from Europe should arrive ; and he knew
also that any material diminution of his own numbers,
while it encoursged the nahob in his hostile views,
wonld place the safety of Caleutts itself in some jeo-
pardy. He determined, therefore, not to comply with
the request ; hut, being really desirons of operating s
diversion in favour of the Carnatic, he proposed to his
council that an attempt should be made to expel the
French from the Northern Circary, Strange to say,
even this was objected to, as perilons and uncalled-for :
hevertheless Clive persisted ; and, in the end, a corpe of
500 Europeans and 2000 sepoys, with & train of six
battering eannon, und as many field guns, was sent,
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tinder the orders of lientenant-colonel Forde, to carry his
degigns into execution.

While the English force was thus divided, events oc.
curred which, at one moment, threatened to be produc.
tive of very serious remlts, The ecubahdar of Allg
habad, the rajabs Sunder Bing and Bulwant Sing, and
the nahob of Oude, sttracted by the apparent weakness
of Jafler's government, entered inte an a]lunee angd,
placing at their head the son of t]:eemperor
II., prepared to invade the provinces with an over-
whelming army. The better to conceal their real
views, they obtained from the emperor the appointment
of soubshdsr of Bengal, Bahar, and Orissz for the
prince ; and, towsards the end of the year 1758, crossed
the Carunnassa, and advanced mpon Patna. It was
not in the hour of danger that Meer Jaffier's hoatility
towards the English dikplayed itself. He wrote urgent
letters to Clive, imploring that he would march to his
asaigtence, and representing in the most abject terms
his own helplessness, at the head of an army disorgan-
jsed and mnutinoue, and ewrrounded by officers whom
he could not trust. Clive was never less prepared to
enter upon a perilous enterprise : but the moment was
critical ; and though the foree which he found it prac-
ticable to assemble fell far short of hism necessities, he
hegitated not to march with el speed upon Moorshed-
ahad.

By this time the confederates, after devaatating the
open country, were pet down before Paima, where they
pressed forward the siege with all the ardour of which
an Indian army is capable. It was defended with
congiderable obstinacy by Ramnerain ; not because he
bad become reconciled to the government of Jaffier, or
valued at more than fts worth his faith plighted to
the English ; but because a viglt to the camp pufficed to
convinee him that there existed there nejther npanimity
of design nor vigour of execution. The attack, how-
ever, went on, and » practicable breach was
when the very event on the snticipation of which Ram.

e d
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naruin hed calculated befell, The soubshdar of Oude,
instead of joining his allies under the walls of Patna,
made Mmself master by treachery of Allahsbad ; and
now the scubahdar of Allahabad insisted that the siege
shonld be raised, in order that his capital might be re-
covered, It was io no purpose that M. Law, who met
the army in its retrogression, implored the chiefa to
delsy but a few deys, when Patoa must submit: they
rejected his counsels with indignation ; and hence Meer
JafEer and Clive, though Iate in the field, found Petne
still safe, and the ememy powerless, by reason of the
dissensions which prevalled among them. Nor did
Clive's good fortune end here: while lingering on
the frontier, whither he judged it pradent to proceed,
Clive received a letter from the wofortunste prince,
eontaining & humble request for such & sum as might
euffice to defray hie personal expenses, and offering in
retnn to relinguish all claim upon the soubahdary.
It in searcely necessary to add, that the proposition was
acceded to, Jaffier expresaing the grestest patinfaction
at the event : indeed, so0 profound was his sense of the
ob]igaﬁmmferreduponhimbyhisally,ﬂmhedia_
played an almost profuse Liberality in rewarding it.
He obtained for Clive the rank of an omrah, and con-
ferred upon him, in jaghire, the whole of the land-tax
which the Company was bound to pay into the exche.
guer of the nabob, in the eapacity of semindar, for
the territory dependent on Calentta; & grant which
was estimated at the moment, and probably without
exsggeration, as amounting to not less than 30,0004
per sonum,

Nothing counld occur more opportunely for the in-
terests of the English then the happy termination of
this war, sueceeded as it was by the iumphant return
of Forde from the Circars ; for reports were already in
circulation that an expedition was prepared at Batavia,
with a view to assist the nabob in ridding himeelf of
his troublesome ailica. Whether or not the opinions
which comnocted Meer JafBer with this unjustifishle
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attempt were well or ill.foonded has never been satis.
factorily explained ; but it is certain that Clive had
resumed his usual functions et Calentts but & few days,
when a squadron of seven Dutch ships entered the
Hoogly, and immediately put on shore & body of
%00 Earopean and 800 Malay troops. As there was
peace &t this time between England and Holland, Clive
appears to have hesitated a little as to the course which
it behoved him to pursue ; for the invadera gave out that
they derigned only to reinforce the garrison of Chin-
gura, and affeeted to regard the Englich as their allies.
Btill, the whole proceeding was, to say the Jeast of it, at
variance with the custemary law of nationa; and Clive
hsd rendered the position of the Dutch siill more
criticel, by procuring from the nabob a positive order
that they would quit the cosst. 'When he found, how.
ever, that no attention was paid to this mandate, but
that both the ships and the srmy held their ground, he
determined to treat them as enemies ; and the rapidity
with which he carried the resolution into effect waa
worthy of the moral courage required in framing it.

A body of 800 Europeans and 800 sepoye, with 150
native horse, was placed under the orders of colomel
Forde, with directions to oppose, if necessary, even by
force of arms, the threatened passage of the Dutch
army across the country. Three vessels were, at the
same time, mwnned, and sent down to the anchorage,
svowedly with the design of seeing the nahob’s com.
mands carried into exeentiom ; in reality to attack the
Duatch squadron, should its commander prove refractory.
The most perfect success sttended both operations:
the Dutch aquadron, refusing to quit the river, was
attacked with great fury, and, after a warm engnge.
ment, which laated two hours, defeated and taken. A
gimilar result befell in the meeting of the land forces ;
though Forde appears to have experienced a not wn_
nstaral reluctance to bring matters to the izme of a
battle. He had menceuvred with great skill to throw
himself upon the line of the enerny’s maseh: he hag
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succeeded in attaining his end ; and he wrote to solieit
from Clive explicit instructions how it behoved him to
act. The whole affair is highly charscteristic of the
firmness and decision which belonged to Clive’s tem-
perament. He was playing at whist when Forde's
despatch reached him ; and, without quitting the table,
he wrote with & pencil, on a slip of paper, these words :
=— " Dear Forde, — Fight "em immediately ; and I will
send you an order of council to-morrow.” Forde
acted upon the instructions thus laconically conveyed.
He charged the Dutch, overthrew them with great
slanghter, and followed up the success with such
alacrity, that, out of 1500 men who landed, only four-
teen ever reeched their place of deatination.

From so bold, but necessary, an act of deciion ne
mischievous consequences ensued, either to Clive indi.
vidually, or to the nation whose interests he defended.
The Dutch government, conscions thet their designe
were the reverse of honourable, neither conflscated the
money which Clive* had intruated to their care, nor
complained of the treatment which their subjects had
received from a power with which they were at peace ;
but conpented to defray the expenses incurred by the
armament, on condition that their captured vesaels
should be restored. To this Clive did not object; and
hence, on the 4th of December, 1759, articles of agree-
ment were drawn up, and ratifled by the representatives
of the two companies. The affixing of his signature to
that deed was the last act of autharity which Clive
performed ; for his heslth having again given wey to
the ravages of the climate, he vesigned the government,
axdl set sail, early in Fehruary, for England.

We are not aware that the homeward voyage of this
remarkable man wea productive of any adventure de-
serving of record, or that hia landing drew forth any
public expression of the respect to which his eminent
services entitled him, No sooner, however, waa it

% Clive bad th irds ot hus walle
Tuu!, rough the Duich company, twoth i
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Inown that he had revisited his native country, than
all classea of men hastened to aspure him of the sense
which they entertained of his valour and conduet. By
the rich and the titled his acquaintance was sought
with an avidity highly honoursble to both parties ; from
the Company he received the strongest marks of at-
tention and regerd ; while the sovereign gave proof of
hie approbation by raising him, on the lst of De.
cember, 1761, to the dignity of a baron in the kingdom
of Ireland. Nevertheless, lord Clive, for so he must now
be termed, derived but little gratification from all the
honours and applause that overtook him. Neither rank
nor the possession of an ample fortune, nor yet the
esteern and admiration of seciety, were sufficient to
compensate for the totsl Joss of health, of which the
recovery was as yet extremely uncertsain, when a call
was made upon his patriotism which he knew not how
to resist.

Clive had resided in England something less than
five years, when the disastrous state of affairs abroad
induced the cowrt of directors to solicit his renewed

of the office of governor of Bengal. There
had occurred, during the interval between 1760 and
17635, numerous events in that province, out of which
extreme peril to the Company’s interest arcse ; end the
evils consequent upon them became at last too gigantic
to be controlled by any otber hand than that of a
master. As the chatacter of Clive, considered in the
light of a statesman, is intimately connected with the
turn which affairs took during his temnparary sbeence
from the helm, it will be necessary to give here a hief
and general account of them,

There in good reason to believe that, long before he
made public his design of withdrawing froen the caves
of office, Clive had entered into a negotiation respecting
the eppointment of 8 eunccessor, and obtained an arder
that the dignity of presedence, which had hitherto de-
volved upon the senior member of council in Caleutta,
should be conferred on Mr, Vansittart, 2 member of
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the eupreme council st Madras, That such an ar.
t should prove distantefil in Benge! was no
more than might have been expected, because the pro-
motion of every civilian in the province was affected by
it; nevertheless, the feeling of jealousy would have led
to ho positive inconvenience, had not another of Clive’s
acts — one of the Inst, too, which, as governor, he per-
formed ~~given excessive umbrage to the directors. He
caused one of their official letters to be answered in a
strain which they condemned a3 ineulting and suh.
versive of all suthority; and though the principal de-
linquent was now beyond the reach of censure, they
directeil that three gentlemen, Mesars, Holwell, Sumner,
and Macguire, who had added their signatures to his,
shonld be dismissed the service. Of the consequences
arising out of the execution of that order we ehall have
occasion to speak by and by.

Meanwhile, however, the duties of president were
very eficiently discharged ; firet, by Mr. Holwell, who
acied il Mr, Vensittart shonld arrive, eventually by
Mz, Vangittart himeelf, TUnder the former, a8 war ‘was
carried on ageinet certain refractory chiefe, whom the
crugltien of Meer Jaffier had driven into rebellion. Thie
was followed by a severe contest, in which the shazads,
or prince, now elevated, by his father’s demise, to the
dignity of mogul, took part with the nabob of Oude
against the nebob of Bengal, whom the English, though
fully aware of the respect due to the supreme head of
the empire, considered themselves bound to support
against Il his epemies. We are not called upon to
detail the movements of the belligerents : let it snffice
to state, that, on more than one occesion, the English
end their allies were very hard pressed; that Sujah
Dowlsh displayed 2 great desl both of sctivity and
courage ; and that it was not till afier heavy expensea
hldbwninamed,mdnume:mpnutlmendmdby
the army, that Patoa was saved, znd the provinces
cleared of the invaders.

The diffieulties occanioned by & pressure from sbroad
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were not, however, so trying as those to which the
wretched misgovernment of Jaffier, and the exhanated
state of their own finances, gave rise at home. When
My, Vansittart arrived st Calentta, Meerham, the son
of the nebob — a man as relentlesa a8a he was devoid of
truth, —had recently perished by lightning ; and Jaf-
fler, now deprived of all support, was with difficulty
saved from a mutiny of his own troops. Vaugitfart saw
=~ or waa persusded by those around him — thet some
great change in the mode of administering the affairs of
the soubahdary had become necessary ; and he deter-
mined, at last, to bring ahout another revolution, by
plecing the whole authority of the provinee in the hands
of men capable of bearing the burden.

It were out of plece to narrate the measures adopted
for the purpose of accomplishing this design. Every
reader of history is aware that Meer Caussim, the
son.in-law of Jaffier, entered into engagernents with the
English government ; and, in return for numerous con-
ceagiona favoursbleto thetrade of the Company, and ample
Promises of pecuniary donations to the Company’s agents,
wes elevated, without s etruggle, to the throne which
Jaffier ahdicated. Yet was the arrangement far from

i to the colleagnes with whom Mr. Vansittart
acted, A powerful minority in counecil protested against
the act, as impolitic and iniquitons ; their real
of dissent extending no farther than thst the idea
originated with the ptesident, whom, for obvious rea-
sons, they abhorred.

These matters were atill in progress, when the re-
appearsnce of the emperor, not far from the frontiers of
Bahgr, called the English army again into the field
There was little difficulty in defeating the invader; bue
the expenses occasioned by these repested and remote
expeditions soon drained the treasury of the slender
funds that remained in it. The consequence was, that
Meer Caussim wes urged to advance funds, which he
fomdulmpnchmlﬂetopracm'bynyordmarymm
of extortion ; and hence he cast his eyes npon Remnarain,
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& chief, who, whatever his crimes might be, hed at least
proved faithful, throughout every turn of fortune, to the
Euglish, By some strange oversight—for we cannot
believe that there was design in the case—Mr. Vansit-
tart left that personage at the mercy of the nabob; and
be experienced such trestment as the subjects of sn Jn_
disn prince are sccustomed to experience at the hands
of & covetous master : his very house was plundered,
and all that he possessed torn from him.

Ramnarain had suffered this wrong only & few weeks,
and the confidence of the natives in English protection
was but partially shaken, when there arrived from Lon-
don the order to which we have already referred, as re.
moving Messrs, Holwell, Bumners, and Macguire from
the Company’s service, The expulsion from the council
board of these his steady partisans had the effect of
destroying entirely that influence by means of which
Mr, Vansittart had hitherto been enabled to carry on the
government, He wes now decidedly in & minority ;
and as, with the gentlemen opposed to him, private feel-
ings operated to the total subversion of public principle,
the effects of their unfortunate triumph soon began to
manifest themselver. It will be borne in mind that,
among other privileges enjoyed by the Company, there
was one which exempted their commigsioned agents
from paying the transit duties on certain descriptions of
goods, all of which, when transported from the interior
to the coast by native merchants, were heavily taxed.
By the faction which now controlled the decicions of
thesupreme council it waa resclved, that, in the jmmn..
nities enjoyed by the Company in ita corporate capacity,
the servants of the Compnny, conaidered a8 individuals,
ought to be partskers ; in other words, thet they and
thmfnendswe:esevenllyenﬁtledtotudeonthelrown
acconnts, wnder circumstances which could pot fail to
drive the nutive merchants out of the market. Agsin,
though a monopoly of the saltpetre trade had been gs.
signed by Meer Jaffier to the English, prescziptive usage
had slways exempted from the operations of that mo.
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nopoly the nabob, who was entitied to purchase from
the owners of the goil whatever quantity might be re-
quired for his own use snd that of his bousehold, The
manjority in eouncil decreed that his claims, resting on
mere prescriptive right, were ingdmisihle ; end that the
nabob, like other customers, should be required to buy
only at the Company’s sales. Finally, the right hereto-
fore exercised by the nebob's officers end magistrates, of
protecting their master’s interests, was denounced, while
s system of the gromest and most flagrant injustice,
gffecting every department of commerce and revemue,

It were a tedioua tale to tell how Meer Caunsaim re.
menstrated against the wronga thus put wpon him, and
hore, for a while, with exemplary patience, the insults
that were offered to his dignity. Even the forcible en.
trance of an English detachment into one of his castles,
under the pretext that s deserter lay concealed there,
was endured, and a fresh engagement entered into, by
which many important points were conceded to the en.
pidity of the English. But all availed not: the ruling
party refused to abate one jot of their pretensions, end
the nabob waa driven, in the end, to the adoption of a
measure which he had long threatened : he isemed =
proclamation repealing all transit duties whatever ; and
thus, st the expense of his cwn revenue, placed the na-
tive and English traders on a level,

** The conduct of tie Company's servants on this oc.
cagion,” sayp Mr. Mill, * furnishes one of the most
remarkeble instances on record of the power of interest
to extinguish all sense of justice, and even of ghame.”
They exclaimed againat the remission, s& a violation of
their undoubted rights, and ineisted thet their rivals
should be again burdened with heavy duties, The na.
bob peremptorily refused to ruin his own subjects in
order that the fortunes of & few eirangers might be
advanced ; and the coldness which had, during so many
months, prevailed, ripened et once into irreconcilalile
animosity.
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It was now evident, on all hands, that matters could
not long remain stationary; and hoth partiea made ready
for the last appeal—the sppesl to arms. [Even here,
however, the English were confessedly the aggressors ;
ﬂattheﬂmbbwmm&byMrEﬂuthechefOf
the factory st Patna, under whose guidence the town
wia asseulied and taken, while as yet no declaration of
war had been issned. Meer Canssim, however, was not
slow in retaliating the injory. He entered into a close
alliance with Sujeh Dowlah, the nabob of Oude; took
the field et the head of all hin forcea; reduced the fac.
tory at Patns, making the garrison prisoners; and
avowed that he would not ley down the sword while an
Englishman remained in Bengal,

During the contest which ensved, the English were,
on more than one occasion, severely tried ; while the enor-
mous expenses to which they were subjected increased
fourfold the difficulties of their already perilons gitu-
ation, It is trme, that they succeeded in hresking the

of their enemy, who was compelled, at last, to
eeek safety by flight into the country of the Rohillas ; tnat
the pay of their own troops fell so fer in arrear, that it
became a matter of perious considerstion how they were
to be kept together. Whole regiments were alreedy in
s state of mutiny, which the most terrible examples
scarcely sufficed to represe. In other departments, too,
the utmost confusion prevailed ; for the treasury was
exhuusted, and though the investments for England were
stopped, and hills drawn upon the court of directors,
the fonds necessary to meet the current expenses of the
government were wanting. Jt was under these gircum.-
stances that the nebohehip was a second time offared to
Meer Jaffier, in whom the luet of power still prevailed,
mmtheloveofwellth He accepted the dignity,
under conditions which it was impoesible that he should
ever fulfil; and he died st Iast of vexation and cha-
grin, occamioned by the incessant demands made upon
his resources, and the flagrant injuries jinflicted wpon his
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Such wax the state of British India, when the direp-
tory, alarmed at the dangers which menaced their
power, came %o the determination of intrusting to Clive
the important dnty of introducing into Bengal a new
and a better order of things. With this view, the dig.
nity of governor was, in May, 1764, conferred upon
him ; and, on the 4th of June, armed with full powern,
and an ample code of instructions, ha quitted England.
Om the 10th of April, 1765, he reached Madras, where
a narrative of the events alluded to in & preceding pa-
ragraph was eommunicated to him., He learned by
this, that the most imminent of the dangers which had
called him from his retirement were removed ; that the
mutiny among the troops was suppressed ; that Meer
Canssim was expelled ; that the chiefs who supported
him were subdued ; that the emperor himself was de.
pendent on the bounty of the English; and that the
nahoh, Meer Jaffier, was dead. How all this affected
him, and to what viewa of empire hig attention became
directed, may be gathered from the following extract
from e letter, written at the time, to his friend Mr.
Rous : —

“ We have at last,” says Clive, “arrived at that
eritical period which I have long foreseen ; I mesn that
period which renders it neceasary for us to determine,
whether we can or shall take the whole to ourselves.
Jaffier Ali Khan is dead, and his nstoral son is 2 mi.
nor; but I know not yet whether he ia declared sue.
cessor, Sujah Dowlsh is beat from his domirion; we
are in possession of it; and it ia pearcely hyperbole to
say, to-morrow the whole Mogul empire is in our
power. The inhahitants of the sountry we know, by
long experience, have no attachment to sny obligation.
Their forces sre neither disciplined, commanded, nor
pald sa ours ere. Can it then be doubted, that a large
army of Europesms will preserve us aovereigna, not
only holding in awe the attempts of any country prince,
tut, by rendering ns so truly formidable, that no
French, Dutch, nor other enemy, will preswme to mo-

VOIs UL 4
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Testus? You will, T am mure, imagine with me, that,
after the length we have ran, the princes of Indostin
must conclude our views to be boundless; they have
seen such instances of our ambition, that they cannot
suppese us capsble of moderation. The very nabob
whom we might support would be either covetons of our
posseszions, or jealous of our power. Ambition, fear,
avarice, would be daily watching to destroy us; a vic.
tory would be but a temporary relief to us ; for the de-
throning of the firat nabob would be followed by the
setting up another, who, from the same principles,
would, when his tressure admitted of keeping up an
army, pursue the very path of his predecessor. We
must, indeed, become nabobs ourselves, in fact, if not in
name ; perhaps totally so without disguise: but on this
subject I cannot be certain till my arrival in Bengal.”

These were the sentiments of Lord Clive, ere his foot
rested on the soil of his province. How long they
might have been entertained prior to this open declar-
ation of them we possess no means of learning ; but
that they were foll of statesmanlike viewn, evincing pro-
found sagacity and political wisdom in the writer, no
one who compares the prediction with its accomplish-
ment can deny. From the moment that our country-
men first began to interfere in the general politics of
the Indian people and princes, the road to empire waa
thrown open to them, snd they were ultimately com-
pelled to follow it, — not, as is generally the case, in
obedience to the dictates of ambition, but by the
strongeat of al! impulses — the instinet of self-pre-
servation,

About & month after the preceding letter waa written,
Clive, sccompanied by Mr. Sumner and My. 8ykes, two
out of the four coadjutors nominated to aseist him in the
task of reform, arrived at Calcutta. He found thatanew
nabob had been recently appointed, namely, Nujeem ad
Dowla, the son of Meer Jaffier, but that the English go.
vernment had placed the whole management of his
sffhirs under the control of an agent appointed by them.
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pelves. He ascertained, likewise, that & deed which had
been sent out some time previously, for the purpese
of putting a stop to the mischievous system of gifis,
not only remained unexecuted, but was denounced as
tyraonical and flagitions, In like manner the inland
trade was still carried on with 28 much avidity as ever ;
while the most fagitions chicanery, aa well as the most
flagrant corruption of morals, abounded among all clasges
of the Company’s servants. Clive felt that though the
circumstances of the colony were in some respects dif-
ferent from those which were understood to prevail at
the period when his commission waz made out, there
remained smple scope for exertion ; and hence he pro.
claimed, without hesitation, that the authority of the
president and council was at an end, and that all power
now vested in the select committee, of which he was at
the head.

Tt were forelgn to the ohject of this work, did we
enter into = minute detail of the many and striking
changes introduced by the select committee into the
civil administration of Bengal. To describe these at
length, and to explain the nature of the canses which
led to them, belongn rather to the historian of British
India than to the military biographer of lord Clive;
nevertheless, as the fume of that great men may be said
to rest almost as much upon his proceedings in the
epuncil-chamber a8 in the field, we may be pardoned
if we give a general’view of the resulis of this his
second administration,

There were two subjects of deep interest presented
to the conalderation of Clive, by the situation into which
he found that the affiirs of the provinee hed been
thrown ; firmt, the relation which the Fnglish govern-
ment then bore and ought in future to bear towsrds the
native powers ; secondly, the condition of the trading
and mercantile classes a8 well us of the officers and ser.
vants, both civil and militery, who, scattered through
the soubahdary, were dependent, in & greater or less
degree, on the Company. With reference to the former

=2
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of these points, he found that, by adhering to the
ancient rystem of government, by setting up a nabob as
the ostensible head of the state, and leaving to him the
charge of collecting the revenues and adminjstering
the police of the country, the Company had not only
embarrassed iteelf in its corporate proceedings, but that
temptations were thrown in the way of its immediate
servanty, such as human nature could scarcely be ex-
pected to remist. He resolved, therefore, to place the
muatter on an entirely new footing, by obtaining from
the emperor a grant of the dewsnny, —in other words,
anthority to collect and appropriate the revenues of the
three provinces of Bengal, Behar, and Orisga, Two
mesns of attaining this end were before him, Either he
might guarantee to the emperor the abeolnte i
of Qude, which the defeat of Sujah Dowlsh had
placed at the disposal of the Compsny; or, he might
purchase the coveted distinction by the payment of an
annual tzibate, such as the fallen fortunes of the Mogul
might require. Though the majority of the council
gave their opinion in favour of the former course, Clive
decided that the latter would best serve the interests of
his employers.

Having prevailed upon the nabob, therefore, to resigm
into hin hands the mansgement of the fiscal affairs of
the sombahdary, he proceeded to negotiate both with
Sheik Alim and Bujsh Dowlah — the first of whom he
eompelled to accept an ennuity of 825,0004. per annum,
while to the latter he restored the whole of his do~
minjons, except one portion, estimated to produce a
revenue of 250,000%, which was conferved on the em-
peTor, lnmmdﬁsdwaﬁon,ﬂ:eunpmmarded
to the English that grant, which raised them at once
% the dignity of princes in India, while the nabob, etill
retaining hiv title, vetired from the actusl cares of effice,
of an annual pension of 662,0001

Hamgthmtdjmudthe(,ompmy’adlmmﬂl
the country powers, Clive furned his attention to the
correction of those vices which too much disfigured the
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conduct of affairs, both in the commereial and war de-
partments of the colony. To the practice of accepting
—fin many instances, of extorting — presents from
the native princes he pucceeded in putting a total stop.
The contraet, which had been aa yet hut partislly rati-
fied, he carried fully into force himself, setting the ex.
ample by affixing his signature to the deed ; nor doea it
appear that his conduct in this respect gave the emallest
umbrage to his colleagues, In like manner, the course
which he esteemed it prudent to adopt, in reference to
the inland trade, of which the directors had pronounced
the condemnation, met with little opposition, either in
the council or elsewhere. Clive saw, or pretended to
see, that an absolute extinction of the privileges hitherto
enjoyed by the Europesn residents, was incompatible
with the welfere of the colony. He accordingly modi-
fied, where he conld not venture to abolish, by eatablishing
a monopoly of the trade in galt, betel, and tobaeco ; and
arranging that it should be carried on for the excleaive
heneflt of the superior eervents of the Company. The
following ia the substance of the rules adopted in come
mittee for conducting the trade in question.

It was agreed, that the sum of 100,000L should be
anmually paid to the Company, under the denomination
of duty ; and that the profits arising after the duty was
provided for, should be divided amoeng three clasacs of
proprietors. That in the firat class should be included the
govertior, receiving five shares ; the second in council re-
ceiving three shares ; the commander in chief three shares;
ten members of council, each two ghares ; two colonels,
each two shares ;—in all, five and thirty sheres, divided
among fifteen individuals, That the second class should
comprine one chaplain, fourteen senior merchsnts, and
three lieutensnt-coloncls, in all, eighteen persons; to
whotn twelveshares were granted, at the rate of two thirds
of a share to esch. That the third class should compre-
hend twenty-seven persons; namely, thirteen factors,
ﬁurmq]on,fourﬁntmrgeomattheptﬁdency,
first surgeons at the army, one secretary to the cound,
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one sub-pccountant, one Persisn translator, and one
sub-export warchouse keeper ; smong whom nine shares
should be distributed in equal proportions. That a
eommittee of four, empowered to make by-laws, bor-
row money, xnd determine the smount of capital, shontd
be appointed for the entire management of the concern.
That the purchasea should be meade by contract ; that
the goods should be conveyed by the agents of the as-
sociation to certein fixed places, and there sold to the
native merchants and retailers, at established and in-
varisble prices. ‘That the exclusive power of making
those purchases should be insured to the association for
one yent ; and that European agents should be allowed
to conduct the business of the society in different parts
of the country.

Strong doubts may be entertained both as to the
policy and the justice of this arrangement, which
at onece violatedl an order long sgo received from
home, and perpetuated a system pregmant with ruin,
immediately to the natives, more remotely to the
English themselves ; but with respect to other innova-
tions, made into estsblished ussges, however unpopuler
at the moment, there can now, we conceive, be but one
opinion. It had been hithertc msmal for the senior
membera of council to withdraw from their duties at
the presidency, and to establish themaelven as chiefs at
the remote factories, wherever the means of acquiring
wesalth appeared to be most abundant. Clive objected
to that custom, as tending to leave the adminiatration of
the government in the hands of the least experienced
of its members, 88 well as on the ground that abuses
would be tolerated in persons possessed of acknowledged
influence ; against which, if perpetrated by junior ser-
vanis, complaints would be immedistely made. He
therefore sueceeded in obtaining an order, by which the
routine of factory appointments was reversed ; while, by
increaging the saleries of the gentlemen eppointed to
these charges, he did all that human foresight could do,
to place them above the reach of temptation to wrong,
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Again, as it appeared, on investigation, that among the
civil servants of the Company then resident st Calcutta,
there were " not more than three or four whom the
geleet committee could poseibly recommend to higher
stations,” Clive, with characteristic decigion, determined
that the vacant seats in council sbould be filled up from
Madras ; and four gentlemen were in consequence in-
vited from that presidency to asasist at the deliberations
of the supreme government. It would have been can-
trary to nature had this step, however prudent in itself,
failed to call forth the Indignant remonatrances of the
individuals whose ambition suffered a temporary blight ;
but Clive treated such opposition with perfect con.
tempt; and, suspending the secretary to the council, who
unwisely made himself & party to it, went forward with-
ont faltering in his course of irnprovement.

So far the task of reform, invidious and irksome at
the best, was completed with comparatively little trouble
or hazard. The case was different when Clive began to
apply the principle of retrenchment to the allowances
claimed and enjoyed by the wmilitary. When the
British troops, after the battle of Flassey, took the
field in support of Meer Jaffier, that nabob, the better to
insure their fldelity, conferred upon the officera a gra-
tuity equal in amount o the betta, or tent allowance
granted by the Company to its officers, while employed
in active operstions. Neither Meer Jaffler nor Meer
Causgim ever fonnd 1t convenient to reduce thia per.
quisite, against which, as it in no degree affected their
tressury, the English government considered it useless to

t ; and hence, what had originally been received ax
2 boon, came to be regarded 25 a right, of which the army
congidered themnselves justified in exacting the fulfilment,
1o matter from what quarter the disbursement might
directly come. The consequence was, that when, by the
grant of the dewanny, the duty of providing for the
military defence of the provinees devolved upon the
Company, it wes found that the revenues were burdensd
with a charge, among other things, of double batia:

n 4
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in other words, that the pay of its military officers wes
considerably greater than had been caleulated upon or
admitted. Frequent orders were issued, requiring the
correction of this evil ; but es yet the situation of the
colony had not been such ax to render it safe to enforce
obedience, It remained for Clive to apply the in-
domitable vigour of his mind o an undertaking from
which all his predecessors had shrunk.

One of the first proceedings of the new governor,
after his arrival in the country, had been, to reorganise
the army of Bengal, by telling off the corps of which
it was composed, into three divisions, or hrigades,
These, which consisted, respectively, of one Eurcpean
regiment of infaniry, ome company of artillery, six
bettalions of Sepoys, and one squadron of native cavalry,
were stationed, —the first brigade at Monghier, dis-
tant 800 miles from Calcutta ; the second, at Bankpore,
near Patna, 100 miles beyond Monghier; and the
third, at Allshabed, 200 miles beyond Paina, whence
it obeerved the Mahrattas. Notwithstanding such an
arrangentent, there prevailed a perfect understending
among the officers attached to the several brigades,
almost the whole of whom regarded the threatened
dimirution of their sllowsnces with disgust. It waa
even agreed, 50 early as the month of December, 1765,
that the meditated act should be resisted, and that the
publication of any edict, requiring them to dispene
with their ohnoxious perquisite, ghould serve aa & signal
for a general resignation, by the malecontents, of their
commirsions, ‘We are somewhat at a loss i account
for the extraordinary deficiency of intelligence which
kept Clive in ignorance of this conspiracy up to the very
moment of its completion; yet, that the case was »so,
the event abundsntly proved. An order appeared, to
the effect that, on the 1st of Januery, 1766, the dontle
batia should cease; and that the troops in Bengal should,
with & few exceptions, be plsced on the same footing
with these on the Corotnandel cosst; that Is to ey,
that the oficers should have single betta when in the
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fleld, when in garrison or cantonments no batta at
all, In a moment, the spirit of discontent epread
throughout a very large proportion of the inferior
officers in the army. Oaths were administered, b
scriptiont entered into, and pledges given ; while up-
wards of 200 commissions were collected for the pur.
pose of resignation, whenever the fitting moment ghould
arrive,

Things were in thin etate, when the rudden appesr-
ance of 60,000 Mahrettas on the frontiers of Cozah,
about 150 miles from Allahahad, recalled Clive from
the civil duties of his office. He reached Moorshedabad
early in April, where a congress of native chiefs and
princes was held, when a letter from sir Robert Fletcher,
the officer commanding at Monghier, made him, for
the first time, aware that the army was in a state of
mutiny. Notwithstanding the strong terms in which
Fletcher wrote, Clive could not at flrst persuade him-
self thet the conspiracy was indeed so formidable as
the apprehensions of his informant represented it to be.
A brief enquiry, however, served to sssure him that
the affairs of the Company had srrived at a crisis ; and
never, perhaps, did there live the men better adapted to
grapple with the dangers sttendunt on it.

Having sscertained from colonel 8mith, commanding
at Allahabad, that his officers, like those under Fletcher,
were in mutiny ; that the Mahrattas were in motion ;
that they were collecting boats, and that no reliance was
to be placed on the fidelity of the Europesn soldiers, —
Clive instructed him to maintain, to the last, a bold
front, and to yield only when there shouvld be no
glternative between concession to the mutineers, and
disgrace in the presence of an enemy, Meanwhile, he
himself hastened towards Monghier, giving, by letter,
directiona to the council of Calcutta, that no exertion
should be spared in procuring a eupply of officers ;
and pointing out that, even among the merchants, many
might be found to whom commissions would
not unacceptable. This done, and relying partly upon
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the few who were known to be devoted to himself
parxtly upon the steadiness of the sepoys, 23 yet, uncon-
teminated, Clive burried to the chief seat of the con-
spiracy, where all hin proceedings were guided by a
degree of firmness and decision, which have been rarely
equalled, and never, perhaps, murpassed. Without a
moment's hesitation he placed in arrest the ringleaders
in the movement, accepting the resignations of all, and
sending the more faulty ss prisoners to Calcutta. This
was followed by a8 series of courts martial, by the sen-
tence of which not a few were cashiered ; while, of the
remainder, some were permitted to retire, and others,
on their professions of penitence, reinstated. Even eir
BobertFletcherescapednotthevengeaneeofthoaelaws
which be had, ubmtooplnnlyagpwed very in-
efficlently supported He wes tried on the charge of
concealment of mutiny, and, being found guilty, was
dizmissed the gervice.

The tale of Clive's military }ife is told ; formt.b
the suppreasion of this mutiny, ended that profemonal
career, which slone we hsve undertsken to describe.
His proceedings become henceforth a portion of the
history of his times, and, as such, tah be delineated, in
& work like the present, only in outline. With respect
to the concluding acts of his government, they were
divected entirely to the consolidstion of a system, which
it had been his pride and his glory to originete, and
which, though fer from faultless, undeniably rendered
the English name respected as well as feared thronghont
India. It in trae that many abuses continued to prevail ;
and that, from sll participation in the profits ariking
out of them, it is not very easy to exculpate Clive
himeelf, Itiseqna.llytruethzt to the instructions
received from home, Clive perxisted to the last in paying
onlysumuahmenuonumtedhsmpurpm
neve:ﬂnlal,hwhowmpuutheltateof]}nhlhlndu
in 1756, when thet great man firat arrived in Calentts,
with what it was when he finally quitted it, will not
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fail to place him in the foremost yank of benefactors te
his country.

Haeving introduced a few changes into the laws which
regulated the inland trade, given his sanction to a regu-
lation which restricted the governor from all shaze in
itsa management; appointed Mr. Verelst to sneceed him
as chairman to the select committee, and recommended
a steady adherence to the principles of government
then established, lord Clive embarked on board the
Britannia, on the 16th of February 1767, and set gail
for England. Here he was again welcomed both by
his povereign and the court of directors, ss & man who
deserved well at their handa ; for the former conferred
upod him the honour of the Bath, while the latter
ingured to him the continued possession, throughout a
period of ten years, of the revenues arising from the
jaghire round Caleutta, These were not, however, the
only nor the most Jasting monumenta which were erected
on this occagion to his fame. Clive had accepted from
the nabob Nujeem ad Dowla, during hia late residence
&t Calcutta, the amount of 2 legacy left to him by Meer
Jaffier. This might and probsbly would have been

a8 a violation of the covenant into which he
a8 well gs hia eolleagues bad entered, touching presents,
had he sppropristed the sum, five lecs of rupees, to his
owk use. But Clive never entertained an ides of the
kind, He devoted it t6 & purpose at once politic and
humane, to the estsblishment of a fund, out of which
aoldiers and sailors, invalided from the Company’s ser-
vice, might derive 2 maintenance ; thus disarming, ss
far as it is possible so to do, party rancour itself, and
compelling the reluctant epprobation of men who are not
urually digposed to spplaud such as pess them in the
race of fame or fortune,

In the year 1760, Lord Clive had been elected to
serve in parlinment as ane of the representatives of the
borough of Shrewsbury., He resumed his senatorial
labours on his return to England, and continued them
until towards the close of his life, withont, however,
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exoept ou one memorable oceasion, taking any very pro-
minent part in the discussion of public affairs, The
oceasion to which we particularly alluds, oceurred in
the session of 1773, when * A Bill for regulating the
Affhirs of the Exat Indis Company, as well in Indiz aa
in Europe,” was brought forward, sfter a long and pa-
tient enquiry, before & select committee, especially ap
pointed to investigate the snhject. While collecting
eviderice on which to ground the proposed messure, the
committee subjected lord ('live, as well an several other
civil and military officers, to the strictest examination,
which sffucted not the proceedings of the Company
alone, but their own individual conduct as agents and
servants of that body. Out of this, agsin, spring a
report, which was, in due time, brought up by the
chairoan, and contained charges of rapacity, treachery,
and cruelty, against sll who were concerned in the cele~
brated revolution of 1756, As a matter of couree, Clive
‘becune, in & yemarkable degree, the object of this atack,
which was pressed forward with all the ranconr of per-
sops] hostility and party bias,

Had the proceedings of his enemies been tempered
by the alightest regard to magpanimity, or even justice,
it is highly probable that Clive would have added one
more to the long list of great men, whoee serviees have
been repsid by the shameless ingretitude of the very

generation whom they served, After a lengthened de-
bate, it was carried in the affirmative, © That all acqui-
sitions made ander the influence of a military force, or
by treaty with foreign powers, do of right belong to the
state ;" —while an additional clause, importing, ¢ that
in the acquisition of his wealth, lord Clive had shused
the powers with which he was intrusted,” failed only
by a slender majority. Clive waa not an orator, in the
ordinary scoeptation of the term, and rarely spoke in the
house, but on the present occasion e delivered himself
with becoming farce and dignity.—* If the resolutien
Proposed should receive the assent of this house,” said
L, “ 1 shall have pothing left that I can call my own,
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except my patermal fortune of Ave hundred a year,
and which has been in the family for ages past. But
upon this | am cootent to live; and, perhaps, 1 shall
find more resl content of mind and happiness than in
the tremhling afffuence of an unsettled fortune. But,
to be called, after vixteen years have elapsed, to account
for my conduct in this manner, and after an uninter.
Tupted enjoyment of my property, to be questioned and
considered as obtaining it unwarrantably, is hard indeed,
and a treatment of which I should not consider the
British senate capsble,  Yet, if this shoulit be the case,
I have & conscious innocence within me that tells me
my conduct iz irreproachable. Frangar, non flectes.
They may take from me what I have; they may, as
they think, make me poor ; but I will be happy, Before
1 sit down, I have one request to make to the house,
that when they come to decide on my honour, they will
not forget their own.”

A warm debate ensued upen this, when, as we have
just said, the insnlting clause was negatived; and it was
declared by the sffrages of ¢ small majority, that lord
Clive did (though sbusing the powers with which bhe
was intrusted) render great mnd mentorious srvices to
his eonntry.

1t will be borne in mind, that Grest Britain was in-
volved, at the period of which we sre now writing, in
those infortunate disputes which ended in the emanci.
pation of the most important of her transatlantic eolonies,
As yet, indeed, the sword had not been drawn ; though
the rapid approximation of that crisin was foreseen ;
and hence the minister was already beginning to look
abroad for & person competent to undertake the manage-
ment of a war, of which, however, he understood neither
the nature nor the extent. The military reputstion of
Clive at ance pointed him out sz eminently qualified
for that charge; and a tender was made to him of the
chief commsnd of the forces about to be employed in
North Americs. But Clive's constitution had oot re-
covired from the shock which a service of mamy years
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in the climate of India hed given ; snd the faculties of
his mind, as well as the powera of his body, were ma~
terially impaired. He therefore declined a trust, which,
- under different circumstances, it cannot be doubted that
he would have undertaken; and, withdrawing even from
his attendance on parlisment, spent his time chiefly in
abeolate seclusion in the country. Here the depression
of spirita, to which be had long been subject, gained
ground mpon him every day. He became melancholy
and desponding, and died at Iast in a state of pitinble
imbecility, on the 24th of November, 1776, net long
after he hzd entered into the fiftieth year of his age.
The chzracter of lord Clive, whether we regard him
a8 & soldier, a politician, or & man, is marked by fea-
tures 80 bold and so prominent, that the most careless
obeerver of his busy and eventful career can searcely fail
to eequire of it at least a tolerably corvect conception.
Prompt, decimive, fearless, energetic, unbending, per-
heps sustere, and Jitte oppremsed with scraples, he
scemed formed by nature to play a part on the very
stage which Providence had ordained that he should
tread ; a stsge where daring courage was at least am
much needed as any faculty of caleulation, and 2 perfect
self_command in the midst of diffculties, more valuable
than the most profound or sagaciona foresight. In
expresaing ourselves thus, we desire not to be nnderatood
a8 questioning the claims of the subject of this memoir
fo be regarded as ¢ man of extensive powers of mind, as
well as of sober and restrained judgment. The latter
quality was not, indeed, called much into play, becanse
the circurestances both of the times and of the country
demanded sction rather than deliberation : nevertheless,
his plane, both of military operations and civil govern-
‘ment, were not the offspring of impulse, tut originated,
48 often us they can be said to have matured themrelves
at all, in discreet consideration, His views, for ex.
ample, of the posture which it behoved the Company to
amsume, #0 %00n ks the real wesknems of the native
powers becane manifest, exhibit him in the light of a
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wise 2t well as & bold speculatist; while the p
nteps which he judged it proper to take, mllldmtm..
guished as much by prudence as by decision.

Bo far there can, we conceive, be but ome opinion
relative to the merits or demerite of lord Clive, whose
fanlta as well a5 hin excellences are palpable to all the
world. Considered as a military commander, agein, we
must confese that we feel exceedingly at a loss by what
standerd to try him, It can scarcely be said that he
exhibited at any period of his career the qualities which
belong to the great general ; because the nature of the
operations which he waa called upon to conduct afforded
scarcely any room for their display. His enemiea were,
with few exceptions, undisciplined barbarians, deficient
alike in the knowledge and the arms requisite towards
the prozecution of modern warfare; while the foree
which he himself commanded never exceeded in num-
bers the strength of an ordinary division. From the
perplexity of conducting an extended series of move.
ments he was, therefore, entirdly freed, and of the
Iabours arising cut of the management of the commie-
sariat department — & department on which more then
an any other the efficiency of en army depends, he imew
nothing. Any ecomparison, therefore, between him and
the illustrions commanders either of encient or modern
Europe would be ridiculous, inssmuch as the grounds
on which such comparison might alone be formed are
wanting. In like manner, his waa not & system of par-
tisan warfare, vequiring celerity of movement and
promptitade of action, in which a #msll body of men
is made to huress and distwrb & force against which
it were the Leight of folly to present an open fromt.
Clive, on the contrary, sought his adversary, ne matter
how mperior in point of numbern, in order that he
might bring on a battle at a1l hegavds, and under almost
any seeming disadvanteges ; and he conquered, even at
Plassey, rather becanse he knew the enemy’s moral
weakness than through any skilful menagement of his
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handful of followers. In seeking, therefore, to arrive
ot & nat estimate of the niche which he in entitled to
fill among military lesders, we must abstain, as far as
possible, from contrasting him with others ; and judge
of him rather by a reference to genersl principles, than
to individual acts performed in other countries.

It in guite certain that lord Clive posscesed, to & re-
markable degree, the quality of moral courage, without
which all other talents are useless in the commander of
enarmy. Hestood in no dread of the bugbear of respon.
gibility ; and hence his faculties were alwaye clear,
unclonded, snd in a condition to be applied with full
force to the ohject before him. Agein, the attribute of
self.command was never enjoyed to a greater degree by
any soldier of any nation, Errors he, doubtless, com-
mitted, as at Coverepawk and Bus-Buzia, where he
permitted himself to be surprised, — and in front of
Calcntta, where he executed his eccentri¢ movement
through the heart of Sursjah Dowlah’s camp. Yet the
perfect coolness with which he adopted the necesssry
measures to remedy evils somewhat needlessly committed,
sbundantly testifies to the extent of hia personal hre-
very, and to the versatility end readinesa of hin conduct.
With a second quality, therefore, easential to the com-
position of the yeally able commander, he was unques-
tionably gifted : he possessed the power of hendling his
troops, as it is called; in other words, he was a perfect
master of the field of battle,

Inaddition o these excellences, available to an equal
degree in all quarters of the globe, Clive was endowed
with & quickness of perception which enchled him to
grusp, as it were, at a ningle glance, both the devices of
the enemy and his means of carrying them into effect.
ToLawrence, perhaps, belongs the merit of having fret
broken the spell which so long kept the English in awa
of the mative powers; yet it was Clive who
them that these powers might not only be resisted but
overcome, even when their strength sppeared conmo.
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lidated, and their apirits Sushed by recent woccesses.
Now, although all this may be regarded s trivial after
the event is known,— the case was widely different while
the chances hmng in the balance,—when it was

to overbear, not his own ecruples only, but the opinions
and prejudices of those around him, We conceive,
therefore, that with a third of those faculties, which
are necessary towards the formation of = great military
mind, Clive was fully endowed ; he counld caleulate on
the moral quelities as well as on the phynical, both of
his own people and of his adversaries,

‘We have said that Clive was never called upon to
arrange & series of operations on sn extended scale; and
hence that any comparieon hetween him and a Marl-
borough, or & Wellington, were absurd : nevertheless it
is beyond dispute, that for the conduct of that particular
species of warfare over which events required him to
preside, he gave proof that he was eminently qualified,
How far he might or might not have succeeded if called
upon to direct one gigantic European army in the face
of another, it is, of course, impoaeible to determine ; but
if the theory be correct (and we own that we helieve that
it is so), which holds that great tulents invariably adapt
themselves to the circumstances into which their pos.
sessor is thrown, then may we fairly enough presame,
that on no field of active warfare would he have been
found wanting. .

It belomgs not to the military biographer of lord
Clive to paes sentence on his conduct, either su a stateg..
man oraman. Possibly faults may be detected in both
Phases of his cheracter, for which, however, great allow.
snces ought to be made ; ingsmuch 28 in public and
in private he was alike beset by temptations of no
ordinary nature. But, however this may be, England
ought never to forget that to him she is indebted for the
erection and maintenance of an empire more extensive
by far than any which has existed in the world sinee
the downfall of the Roman supremacy.

Lord Clive was married in February, 1758, to Mar.

VO0L. NI 1
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guret Maskelyne, danghter of Edward Maskelyne, esq.
of Pasten, in Wiltshire, by whom be had five children ;
namely, Edward, Rebecca, Charlotte, Margaret, and
Robert; the whole of whom, s well as his widow, sur-
vived him. He was himpelf interred at Moreton Bay,
the parish in which he was born.
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CHARLES MARQUIS CORNWALLIS.
1787—1805.

Cuanies Comrvwarim, viscount Brome, first earl and
sfierwards marquis Cornwallis, the eldest won of Charles
earl Cornwallis, by Elizabeth, the daughter of Charles
viseount Townsend, was horn on the 31st of December,
1787, at Brome, in the county of Suffolk. He received
the rudimenta of his education, first at » private school,
and afterwards, as was customary with boys of his rank,
at Eton; but, being designed for the military profes-
eion, his name was never entered, as far ad we know, on
the books of cither of the universities. He removed,
on the contrary, after the umal school conrse had been
completed, to the military acedemy at Turin ; where,
in such studies es were pursued at that well known
seminary, he spent several years of hin life.

By a reference to the records preserved in the war-
office, we find that Jord Brome’s commission, as ensign
in the 1st regiment of foot guards, besrs date the 8th of
December, 1756. In thet grade he continued up to the
5th of August, 1759 ; when, passing over the inter-
mediate step of lieutenant, he was promoted, by pur.
chase, to the rank of in, in the 35th regiment of
the line. In this ty be gerved under the orders
of lord Granby ; the commander, at that time, of the
British contingent in Germany. How&rhefomdmy
opportunity of distinguishing himself, during the cam.
paigns of 1759 and 1760, we have not been able to as.
cerfain ; but an the openings fo fame, presented to &
battalion officer, ave for the moet part rare, the chances
are that he did his duty, without attracting any par-
ticular degree of notice. Nevertheless, thet he dis-
played, at lesst, a fair proportion both of zeal and in-

, is rendered manifest by the fact that, in the
year]'!ﬁl,hemagumpermxttedhomleapaniu—
termediate ptep in the ladder. He was promoted, on the

12
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1st of May, to a lieutenant-colenelcy, by purchase, in
the 12th regiment of foot.

From this date, up to the year 1775, lord Corn-
wallis (for he succeeded to the estldom in 1762) does
not appear to have been any where sctively employed in
the fleld. He rose, indeed, with mufficient rapidity in
his profession ; being appointed, successively, aide-de.
camp to the king, with the rank of colomel, 2d of
Avugust, 1765 ; colonel of the 33d foot, 21st of March,

; snd major-general, 26th of Beptember, 1775 ;
whils the honoursble office of comatable of the Tower
was, by the special favour of his sovereigm, conferred
upon bim 80 early a8 1770. But his career, through-
out an interval of fifteen yeara and upwards, was one
rather of polities than of war; a course which, in &
wwkﬁkethepresent,wemnotulledupondoselyw
follow. A solitary occurrence may, indeed, be referred
t0, a2 marking s trivial variety in the customs of the
pervice, 28 they guide men's proceedings now, and
guided them seventy years ago. Lord Cornwellis, when
eppointed aide-de.camp to the king, retired from the12th
regiment, in order that his juniors in that corps might
benefit by his elevation,

We have egid, that during a period of fifteen
lo:dComwa]Hlderomdhmse]fmthertothe duties of
a senptor than to those of a soldier. He was twice
elected member of parkiament for the borough of Eye,
in SBaffolk, which place he continued to represent till
the death of his father, when he took his peat in the
House of Lords, and became s supporter of what would
now be termed Hberal or whig principles. Aguinst the
fatal megsures which led to 2 rupture with the North
American colonies, he stood all elong opposed. He re-
sisted them at the cuteet, on the ground of injustice,
and counselled their shandomment, s an act of pru.
dence ; indeed, hin name appesrs affixed to more than
one protest, in which the probable consequences of mi-
Dlsterial obatinacy are set forth. Nevertheless, lord
Cornwallis never forgot, while exercising the privileges
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of a peer, that his country had likewise claims upon him
as an officer.  Unlike lord Effingham, he felt, 20 soon as
the eword waz unsheathed, that the merits of the question
were entirely changed ; and that, to withdraw from the
service because he might be required to act ageinst the
insurgents, would be to violate the cath which he had
taken to his sovereign. On this account, as well as be.
cange he congidered it unwise to encourage, even indi-
reetly, an armed resistance to the lawe, lord Cornwallis
avowed himself ready to sasiat in suppressing the rebel.
lion ; without, however, concealing his disepprobation
of the acts which had produced it, or his determination,
in the event of sueeess, to move for their repeal.

‘With the events which distingnished the commence.
ment of the stroggle, as well as with the wretched xys-
tem of delay and false economy which gave rise to them,
we are very little concerned. The reader need searcely
be reminded, that after the Boston port bill was passed,
and the embers of sedition blown into a flame ; afier the
solemn league and covenant had been subscribed, and
all commercial intercourse with Grest Britain denounced ;
after the governor's cadets at Boston had dishanded
themselves, and the representatives of Magsachusetta
Bayhadmtandtrmucwihunmu,m defiance of a

bly stood prorogued ; after a general congress of dele-
gates, from not less than twelve of the colomies, had
been held at Philadelphia, by which the conduct of the
ince of Massachusetts Bay was approved of, and the
violent resolutions passed by the county of Suffolk com-
mended ; after every thing had been done in America,
short of open war, calculeted to evince a spirit of deter.
mined opposition to the decrees of parliament, the
roinister persinted in believing that order would yet be
restored without the application of auy extraordinary
power, or the incurrence of any extraordinary expense,
Underthsdeludon&eethmatuofmpplymhrmeﬂ
in November, 1774, on & peace establishment ; and even
whm,inthaFeh'ulryfollowtng,a e increase to the Iand
1
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and sea forces was deemed necessary, only 2000 seamen
and 4388 soldiers were called for and grented. Nor,
to say the truth, was much more of energy displayed
sbroad then distinguished the ecuncils of the govern.
ment af home. General Gage saw, from his head-
guarters it Boston, the elements of & rebellion rapidly
moulding themselves into form ; his proclamations were
derided, the courwe of juatice was gugpended, and meet=
ings of armed men were held in every town and village ;
yet he contented himself with fortifying the neck of
Iand which conneets the town with the continent,
and encouraging, by a display of unneceseary cuution,
the spirit of which he affected to be incredulous. Ome
or two trivie! expeditions were, indeed, undertaken ;
mch as the march upon Salem, and the inroad to Lex.
ington : but these, being mismanaged, tended only to
increase the confidence, and to give a bitterness to the
hostility, of the rebel militia. Finally, a corps of several
thousand veteran troops permitted itself to be placed in
a stete of siege, by a swarm of undisciplined and haif.
armed peassnts, commanded by officers destitute of
experience, and indifferently supplied both with money
and munitions.

The arrival, an the 25th of May, 1776, of the rein.
forcerpents under generals Howe, Burgoyne, snd Clin.
ton, waa not productive of any material improvement in
the position of the British army. Indecision and timig-
ity still blinded the judgment of its chiefs, who per.
sisted in maintsining the defensive: while the Americans,
without formally rencuncing their allegiance to the Bri.
tish crown, proceeded to organise a national government,
to enrol troops, and to provide funds for the main.
tenance of a war. Fresh levies were thus pevmitted to
minﬁmdayhday,bywhomﬂuﬂmgingpuﬁu
from Boston were harsssed, snd all sopplies, both of
eattle and provender, cut off.  Fivally, the rebels, em_
baldened by success, took possession of Breed's Hill, an
eminence which completaly overlooks the lsnd ap.
broaches to the town, whers, with inevedible labonr and
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diligence, of which no notice was taken by the roysl
lelder,theyentmnchedthemselmtoﬂlenumberof
1500 men,

Thshtteroccu.rreneetookphee as every resder of
history is aware, in the night between the 16th and
17th of June ; so determined had been the indolence,
or so invincible the timidity, of the British com.
mander. On the morning of the 17th, a heavy fire from
the shipping in the harbour, made him aware that the
enemy had sasumed the offinsive, He saw, and valued
68 it deserved, the movement which they had accom-
plished ; and he now determined to recover an important
position, which it was hie business, long ago, to have
secured. The battle of Bunker's Hill enabled him to
effect this, though at an expense of life truly distressing ;
neverthelens the actual condition of the British army
wes in no degree ameliorated. Gage siill avcided the
course which it was his cbvious duty to have followed,
and clung to s place where his troops suffered the
grestest privations, until he gave up his command, in
the beginning of October, and retwmed to England,

In the mesnwhile the flame of war, which began in
Massachusetts, was not slow in extending iteelf through-
out the whole of the continent. From South Caroline
to the district of Maine the people were every where in
arms; while the governors, thwarted by their assem-
blies and threatened by moba, were glad to take refuge,
either on board of shipe, or in the forts and strong-holds
of their regpective provinces. KEven Canada felt the
effects of the general discontent, being invaded by a foree
under Arold and Montgomery, which, though event-
nally repulsed in an attack upon Quebee itself, subdued
the poats upen the Chakley, and reteined them. Thus
were the anticipations of the minister ghown to be

and sheurd ; and the folly of holding in con-
tempt the bravery snd enterprise of an entire nation
rendared manifest to the whole world.

Such was the condition of affsirs on the other side
of the Aglantic, when the British government, anxious

14
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to make amends for past errors, proposed to employ
againat the rebels not lexs than 35,000 men, besides &
large and formidable fleet. This was the more neces.
sary, inasmuch as France had exhihited of late palpable
gigne of a disposition to take part in the quarrel ; and,
it was well known that agents from the revolted colo-
nies were already on their way to Paris. It was soon
found, however, in spite of the general popularity of the
war, that recruits were but slowly obtained in Englend ;
oue proof, among many others, that the English,
though, when embodied, the beat troops in the world,
are, 88 & pecple, the reverse of military. Recourse was,
in consequence, had 1o certain German princes, — the
landgrave of Hesse Cansel, the duke of Brunswick, with
others of lesser mote ;——from whom a body of 17,000
men were hired ; on terms censured, by the opposition,
as extravagant, but which were, probahbly, ss advan-
tageous as the nature of the service would warrant,
'This strong measure was followed up by the calling ent
of the militia, and the withdrawal of every disposable
man hoth from Ireland and Scotland ; while Gibraltar
iteclf was garrisgned, in part, by Henoverians, in order
that a portion of the British troops hitherto cooped up
there might be rendered available for general service.
In the winter of 17735, lord Cornwallis, now a major-
general in the srmy, received orders to hold himself in
readiness for active service in the colonies. It was
stated some time ago, that, however averse he might be
to the meesures by which the war wes precipitated, lord
Cornwailia’s viewa of his duty, both s 8 citiven and a
soldier, were too just to permit any hesitation to arise
in his mind as to the necessity of obeying this order,
He, therefore, repaired to Portsmouth, where a portion
of his brigade had been appointed to assemable ; and, in
the month of December, embarked in the Bristol, of
fifty guns, commanded by commodore sir Peter Parker,
But, s the commodore’s instructions required that he
thould call for further einforcements st Cork, and a
wccession of sdverse winds set in immedistaly on his
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arrival there, a full month elapsed, after the troops were
all on beard, ere the squadron could put to sea. Nov
did their misfortunes end here. Several heavy gales
occurred, which drove them covsiderably out of their
course, insomuch that the low shores of America were
not descried till the beginning of May, 1776.
Previoun to the srrival of Cornwallis at the theatre of
war, many important changes had occurred in various
parta of America. Bir Guy Carleton, the governor of
Canada, had obtained several successes; and, being
joined, early in the spring, by a large force from Eu-
TOpe, Was once more in quiet occupation of his province,
s well as of the forts which Arnold and Montgomery
had wrested from him. As if to counterbalance that
success, New York was absolutely in possession of the
insurgents ; while general Howe, subdued as much by
his own want of talent as by the masterly evolutions of
Washington, was driven to evacuste Boston with dis-
grace. Mesntime, lord Dunmore, after incurring an
uncalled-for defeat at Great Bridge, on Elizabeth River,
was forced to evacuate Norfolk, and leave Virginia to
its fate ; while, in North Carolina, the groundwork of
an effective resistance was taken away by the pre-
cipitancy with which the well-affected, in that colony,
were hurried into action, There chanced to be esta.
blished there many families, emigrants from the high-
lands of Scotland, who tarried with them, to their new
homes, the apirit of loyalty which had animeted them
in their native country. Om these it was well known
that the British government might rely, so soon as a
corps of regular troops appearcd round which they
might assemble; and hence, a resolution had been
formed, of sending a division of the numercus army
voted in the last session of parliament, to act from that
digtriet as o base of operationy
Onnpmingtheirmt instroctions, after they had
well put to ses, commodore Parker and lord Cornwallis
became aware that Cape Fear, in North Carolina, wes
specified ns their point of destination. They were
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direeted to form s junction there with sir Henry Clin-
ton, to whom the conduct of the war in the south wea
intrnsted ; and to co-operste generally with mch forees
ugovemorMm the head of the civil authorities,
should have been able to collect. 1In the expectation
which they were thus led to form as to the presence of
general Clinton with the armament, the chiefs were not
disappointed. That officer, after visiting New York,
and vainly trying the temper of the people in Virginis,
bad purmed his course southward, and they found him,
on their wrrival, with a emall force, at anchor in the
roadstead ; but of the anticipated succours to be de-
rived from the royalists in the province all hope was
paased away. ‘These brave men baving risen too soon
were reshly led into the midst of diffieulties, in the at.
tempt to extricate themselves from which they saffered
total snnihilation.

Disconcerted by this mntoward event, and spprised of
the march of general Leo to oppose him, Clinton aban-
doned as imprecticsble the project of & landing in
North Caroling ; while, with his usual irresclution, he
permitted several weeks to elapse ere he made wp his
mind to adopt any other plan of operetions. It is true
that the face of affairs wias, in some degree, changed
gince he quitted Boston ; for he had left general Howe
in posseegion of that place, and now learned, through
the medium of the American newspapers, that the town
was sbandoned. Neverthelesa, having received no
arders discordant with those which committed the de-
fence of the southern provinces to his charge, it is im-
possible to attribute to any other cauvse than one, the
hesitation which he experienced in entering apon thst
underiaking. At length, however, it was
to effect something; and as Charlestown, in South
Cnolim,oﬁxedaconvenientrendamforﬁelhip-
ping, and was understood o be bat indifferently provided
for defence, the squadron weighed anchor, and steered
toward the mouth of Ashley River.

It were foreign from the design ofthis work were we
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to describe, in detail, any series of operations, no matter
how interesting in themselves, of which the chief con-
duet was not intrusted to the subject of our memeir.
We will not, therefore, pause o give s lengthened sc.
count of the present abortive attempt vpon Charlestown,
in which the land forces never came into play, though
the ghipping were exposed to a long and murderous
cannonade. Enough isx done when we state, that
Clinton again found the indefatigable Lee in his front ;
that, afler forcing the bar and lending the troops on
Long Inland, he became an anxious epectator of the
contest which the fleet sustained with the batteries in
the place and & redoubt erected on Sullivan’s Island ;
end that, st the close of a ten hours’ engagement,
during which one veszel was burnt to the water’s edge,
all hope of silencing the enemy’s fire was abandoned.
The squadron in consequence drew off, and, the troops
being taken on hoard, the whole set aail, for the pur-
pose of joining the main armament, under general
Howe

The plan of campaign, as drawn up at home, em-
braced three principal objects ; namely, the deliverance
of Cansda, the conguest of New York, and the esta-
blishment of a firm footing in the eolonies of North and
fouth Caxolina. Of these, the firat had been fully ac-
commplished by the spirited exertions of general Carle-
ton ; the last deferred, as we have just related, by the
repulse st Charlestown. With respect, again, to the
second, it was already in progress, though cruelly re.
tarded and mismanaged ; partly in consequence of the
incapucity of those to whom it was committed, partly
by accidents beyond the reach of human control
‘When be came to the resolution of evacusting Boston,
general Howe directed hin course to Halifax, whither
he was given to understand that the promised reinforce.
ments from England were instracted to repair. He thus
pat himself ut the hesd of the particuler corps by which
New York wes to be reduced ; and, as the achievement of
that enterprise fraplied consequences of the moet vital fm-
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portance, he coneeivad that it ought not to be atternpted,
except by a force so great as to defy resistance. Under
thiz persuasion, he recelled Clinton and his divisions
from the south. Meanwhile he himself remsined at
the point of rendezvous two whole months, waiting the
arrival of one or two regiments which had not yet made
good their passage ; nor did he sail st laat, till » grow-
ing scarcity of provisions rendered s longer sojourn of
the troops nest to impossible,

Of the uses to which an active and intelligent enpmy
might apply the reduction of New York, general
Washington was too well sware not to have turned the
leisure thus umexpectedly afforded him to the best ac-
count. He kmew that the English, in possession of
that post, could, by communicating with Carleton along
the Iludsons, cut off entirely the northern from the
central provinees; while Connecticut, New Jersey, and
Pennsylvania would ahke lie open to insult, according
a5 the aspect of affeirn in one or the other might invite,
At an early period, therefore, u strong body of treops
hed been thrown into the city, of which, as well 2a of
the islands and promontories near, the fortifications
were sedulously improved. It was the presence of thia
corps, indeed, which saved the place, when Clinton
appeared first before it; and now that Boston was re-
coversd, Washington marched, with the greater part of
his own army, to sexist in repelling the anticipated at-
tack. An entrenched camp was formed in Long Ialand ;
the highlends were fortified ; vessels were sunk in the
entrance of the bey; and every point slong shore, which

& commanding position for cannon, wascrowded
with batteries. In a word, no precantion was omitted,
which the means at the disposal of Wachington enahled
him to adopt, for the purpose of retarding, if he should
fiil ultimztely to defeat, the threatened inroad.

Eurly in August, commodore Parker’s squadron ar.
tived off Staten Island, of which, about six months
pretionaly, gereral Howe had made himself master,
The troops were immediately disembarked ; and loxd
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Comnwallis found himself appointed to command the
Teserve, 8 body of excellent troops, in which the 384,
his own regiment, was included. Not many days
afterwards, the first divixion of Hessians came in ; and
it wan resolved, at s council of war, that hostilities
ought to be commenced with as little delay as possible.
1t was suggested, moreover, that Long Island presented
numerous advantages, both as to provigioning the troops,
and securing the stores and hospital ; and the question
was, in copsequence, carried that with the reduction of
it, rather than of the city, the campaign should be
opened. 'We are not called upon to offer any opinion
respecting the wisdom of this decigion. Doubtless, the
arguments in favour of it were both numeroms snd
cogent ; more especially as the inhabitants were known
to be universally well affected, and the place war ca-
pable, from it extreme fertility, of supplying the srmy
with grein and forage. Nevertheless, there were other
reasons which seemed to recommend the previous re.
duetion of the ¢ity ; and that the disposable foree, both
of men and ships, was inadequate to that undertaking,
has never, us far a3 we know, been demonstrated.

‘The motives which induced ua to withhold a detailed
account of the atternpt upon Charlestown, in Bouth
Carolina, operate with equal force in reference to the
invasion of Long Island, and the attack upon the enemy’s
poaition st Brooklyn.. We content owrselves, therefore,
with stating, that, on the 22d¢ of August, the British
srmny crossed the Narrows ; end, under cover of the
guns from the fleet, made good ita landing not far from
Utrecht and Gravesend, on the south-western extremity
of the island. The reserve under lord Cornwallis, form..
ing on that occasion the advenced guard, pushed for.
ward immediately, and drove in the cutposts of genevel
Putnan’s division ; but finding the enemy strongly
posted, abetained from any attempt to penetrate beyond
the village of Flatbush, at the gorge of a woody pass.
Here they were joined in dJue time by general Howe,
and the rest of the army; which passed the night in
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bivouse, with its centre at Flathwsh, and its flanks
Testing on either ehove,

8everal days being expended in Ianding guns, stores,
mdotherneeem,theﬁﬁihmvederemegeneral
waa in a condition to move ; but on that night, as soon
udﬂknuunetin,themmdwiumi,forthe
purpose of seizing an important pasa which the enemy
had neglected to occupy. Cornwallis, with his brigede,
was sgain employed, and sccomplished hi chject with
equal rapidity and judgment ; for he turned the enemy’s

laft, and threatened their rear, before 80 much us & ma-
picion srose that he had quitted his ground. The total
rout of Putnam’s troops ensued : they fled in great dis-
order within the lines st Brooklyn, leaving 1000 pri-
soners in the hands of the mssailants, who were with
diffculty held back from following up this brilliant ruze-
cess by an immediate assault on the entrenched camp,
General Howe has left it upon record, that an express
order from himeelf alone prevented thia movement; of
the muccess of which, if made, he entertained no doubt.
Why that order was issued, hes not been so satisfactorily
explained.

In the complicated movements which smeceeded thi
affair, ineluding the reduction of York Island, the suh.
sequent ¢capture of New York, the march upon White
Plains, the retrogression to Kingsbridge, and the attack
npon the American lines at Fort Washington, lard
Carnwallis took an active part. In the last of these
operations he commanded the colomn whickh crossed the
East River in boats, and completed the invesiment of
the fort on its eastern flank. This done, and the gar-
rison made prisoners to the amount of 3000 men, lord
Cornwallis passed the Hudsons, for the purpose of re-
dncing Fort Lee, a strong post in New Jersey, from
which ehips ascending the river were lishle to be an-
noyed. The enemy, however, without awuiting his ap-
proach, shandoned the place ; upon which he re-united
his division with the main army, and accompanied it in
the marches (for they can scarcely be siuded to in other
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terms) which reduced the Jerseys, up to the banks of
the Delaware, under British dominion,

It was now the month of December; and, by order
ofthecommander.in.chief,thearmywokupnlineof
cantonments amid the detached towns and villages which
lsy between Brunswick on the Raritan, and Frenton
and Bordentown on the Delaware. Availing himself of
the geason of repose, lord Cornwallis set out for New
York, with the design of retnrning on private business
to England : but he had not yet embarked, when intel-
Yigence reached him which caused an immediate change
mhmplam; ‘Washington, apprehensive for the safety

of Philadelphis, which the firat severe frost would place
at the mercy of the English, suddenly crossed the Dela.
ware with 2500 infantry ; and, eoming by surprise on the
first Hessian hrigade at Trenton, defeated it with a loss
of 1000 men. Batisfied, for the present, with this sue.
cess, he withdrew as rapidly as he had approached ; but
being reinforced by fresh levies from Virginis and Mary.
land, he again took the fleld a few daya afterwards, and
threatenad to cut off the scattered divisions of the British
army in detail. Cornwallis felt that this was not a mo-
ment in which his services conld be spared from the
army: he hastened back into Jersey, drew together three
brigedes, with cannon ; snd, havmg heard that the
enemy were poated at Trenton in considerable force,
advanced, on the 2d of January, 1777, to meet them.

Though opposed by a detached corps at Maidenhesd,
and compelied to ekirmish the grester part of the way,
Cornwallis’s movements were so rapid, thet three bat-
talions, the 17th, 40th, and 55th, which onght to have

night at Princetown. The main bedy, however, en-
tered Trenton about four o'clock in the afternoom, s
single brigade having been left st Maidenhead to keep
open the eommuniestion ; and numercas attempts were
made to bring on & general action, even at that late hour
of the day. But Washington was too much master of
hia art 1o hasard s battle on which the fate of the war
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might depend : he fell back across the Asumpinek, sta~
tioned strong gusrds at the fords, and replying to the
English cannon only at intervals, lighted his fires, and
appeared to lie down for the night.

After vainly trying the fords, under cover of a heavy
fire from bia guns, lord Comwallis followed the example
thus set, in the confident anticipation that the retrn of
dawn would bring him into collision with his enemy ;
-—but he was deceived, Washington no sooner naw that
the hezard of » night attack was obviated, than he pre.
pared to strike one of those bold strokes for whick, not
less than for prudence and cantion, he stands conspicucas
smong the military commsnders of his age. He cansed
his fires to he trimiped ; left hip pickets to follow as =
rest-guard, so soon as the day should break ; and, sa.
crificing his communications with Philsdelphis, marched
off, with the design of surprising Princetown, and,
eventually, Brunswick iteelf,

To avoid the brigade posted at Maidenhead, it became
Tiecessary to pursue & route which earried him along the
two mides of the triangle of which the road from Prince.
town to Trenton formed the base. A good desl of time
was necesearily expended in making thia detour ; never.
theless, he gained the vicinity of Princetown soon after
the sun had risen, where he found himgelf in presence
of three British regiments, aiready on their march to
join lord Cornwallis. Washington attacked them with
great fury ; and & fleroe encounter took place, which
ended without the loss of honour to either party. The
English brigade suffered most, perhaps, in killed and
wounded, and the regiments composing it were sepa-
rated ; cne foreing its way onwards to Maidenhead, while
the other two retreated into Princetown. Nevertheless
‘Washington's ohject was but partially attained: the
fugitives from the battle, not comsidering themselves
safe at any post more in advance, continued their re.
trest to Brunswick; while the Americans took possession
of Princetown, with the faw stores which had been ¢ol.
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It was well for the interests of Great Britain that the
chief command of her srmy was held at this time by
an active end intelligent officer. Cornwallis was no
sooner made aware of the departure of the enemy from
his front, than he sarmised the whole of their plan ; to
prevent the accomplishment of which would, he was
aware, require on hig part no ordinary exertions. Day
had =carcely dawned, when the troops were in line of
march, and a rapid movement began in the direction of
Brunswick. Itwas condusted with admirable despateh ;
for the head of the English colomn came in sight of
Princetown just 88 the rear of the Americans quitted it:
and Washmgton was, in consequence, compelled to
sbandon 2 design pregnant with the most important
consequences. After passing the Millatone Creek at 2
point half way between Princetown and, Brunswick, he -
broke down the bridge, and, turning sharp to the left,
led his overwrought followers into the strong country
about Pluckemin. Nevertheless, though Brunswick, with
the valugble stores and money collected there, was saved,
the results of this campaign were the reverse of favour.
able to the English, Lord Cornwallis not being at the
head of affairs, could only follow the instructions which
be received, by retaining, throughout the winter, his
hold upon Brunswick and Amboy ; while Washi
over—ran the whole of the open country, and ent off ail
supplies which were not hrought in under wrong mili-
tary escort to the cantonments of the English, and to the
city.
t%‘hempdpoflﬂ?mnotomlyhteiniﬁm-
mencement, but led, at least for a while, to no important
results, Washington, securely posted amid the fast.
nesees which overhung Middlehrooke, beheld without
alarm the petty war of detechments with which, during
the months of March, April, and May, the English
general contented himself ; while, with inferior nem-
bers, he restrained his opponents from sttempting the
recovery of that smperiority which they ought never to
have loat in the Jerseys, Once, indeed, and ozly onee,
YOL. I 3
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Mmatters appeared to beapprosching a crisis, when general
Howe, by a feigned retrest, drew the enemy into the
low country as far as Quibble Town; but the first
movement in advance made Washington awsze of his
danger ; and he fell back again with snch celerity as to
hinder sny decisive blow from being struck. Om this
occasion, lord Cornwallis found an opportunity of dis-
playing considersble vigour, aa well as rapidity of move.
ment. He marched with his column to turn the enemy’s
Ieft, over a deep and dificult country ; overthrew lord
Stirling’a corpa of 3000 men, that endeavoured to stop
him; and failed of attaining his object only through
the exhaustion of his own men, whom the fatigue of a
Protracted sction in e sultry day rendered incapable of
further exertion.

The result of thie 2ffuir, and the obstinecy with which
Waehington held to hisn plan of defensive werfare, led
t0 a determination on the part of the English leaders,
to which, in a great measure, may be traced back by
farthemostlmmofn]lthereverseuthtbefelthe
Britich arms during the struggle. Though the
of Burgoyne from Cansde was perfecily well known,
and the necessity of co-operating with him from below
sufficiently obvious, general Howe, in whose eyes the
capture of Philadelphis appears to have possessed scme.
thing more than itz real value, came to the unfortunate
regolotion of transferring the sest of war to the south,
With this view, sbont 16,000 men were embarked in
the ships of war end traneports, sir Henry Clinton
being left with 8000 to maintain New-York; and the
fleet, putting to ses, proceeded first to the mouth of the
Delaware, and eventnally to Elk River, in the bay of
Chegupeske. Here, on the 25th of Augnst, the troops
were landed; and as they were all in a state of efficiency
smreelytohvebeenexpeehedatthatmnofthe
year, on the 34 of September they began their slow and
cautions march towards Phi

Of the operations which occurred during this ad.
vance, o3 they were not conducted under the guidance
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of lord Cornwallis, we are scarcely called upon to give
any minute account. ‘Washington, it it well known,
soon became sware of the errivel of the fleet in the
Chesapeake ; and, with 15,000 men, passed through Phil.
adelphis, in order to measure himself on new ground
with his enerny. His first pogition was in rear of Red
Clay Creek, with his left at Newport, on the Christine
River. From this, however, s the English drew on, he
fell back, ekirmishing all the way, and eventually took
post under cover of the Brandywine, along a tange of
heights that extended in a south.western direction
from Chadsford. Here, on the 11th of Beptember,
general Howe attacked him with a fary that carried all
before it. While one colunn smused the Americang
by demonstrations in front of Chadsford, anothey, of
which lord Cornwallis was at the hesd, pushed for the
forks of tho Brandywine ; and, passing both branches
without opposition, came down upon the enemy’s right,
and overthrew it. Once more was lord Cornwallis
enabled to display to advantage the qualities of hardi-
hood and celerity which particularly distinguished him,
Theugh the detonr which it was necessary to make
measured not less than seventeen miles, the march was
performed with the utmost regularity ; while in the en-
counter which followed, both the men and their leader
exhibited abundant proofs of courage, coolness, and de-
cision. Washington's right, though sldlfally dispesed,
was broken with great alaughter, and the position of the
Brandywine rendered wntenable,

We pasa over the changes of ground which ensued
wpon this victory, by stating, in few words, that they
were effected with as much cantion and deliberation on
the part of the English, 22 if no such victory had been
achieved. The enemy, indeed, were not cnly not pur-
saed, but, rallying their broken columns, and ealling in
detachments of militia, they once more assamed the
offenwive, No second battle, however, wan fought ; and
only one or two Jesser affairs, such as the surprise of

K 2
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theAmmmgmerdWaymbymajw-gemanny
with an occasional meeting of patrols, relieved the
tedinm of a tardy advance. Nevertheless, theinywu
now apen before him ; andgenenlﬂowe,hdﬂngwith
the main body at German Town, eent forward lord
Cornwsllis with the reserve, by whom, on the 26th of
feptember, Philadelphis, already abandoned by the con-
greas, was ocenpied.

In the operations consequent upon the fall of Phils-
delphis, including the action at German Town, and the
atisck of the enemy’s posts upon the Delaware, lord
Cornwallis appears to have taken no part. He ar.
rived, indeed, at German Town, with a squadron of
cavalry in wufficient time to harase the rear of the
Americans in vetreat; bat, both prior to that rehcon-
tre, and subsequently, —till the repulse of colonel
Donop in the sttempt on Redbank,~—his duties, 1 eom..
mandant of Philedelphis, confined him entirely within
the city. Then, however, be put himself st the head
of a division of the army, and eccomplished, by the
skilfulness of hia dispositions, what the impetuosity of
Donop had failed to effect; for the enemy evacuated
Redbank ot his approach, leaving their artillery and
stores behind. Yet was the navigation of the Dela-
ware far from being cleared. Fort Mercer, with other
strong places, etill held ont; while Washington, rein-
forced by 4060 men, was again in position at Whit-
march, within fourteen miles of Philadelphia itaelf.

To meet this new danger genersl Howe called in his
detachments, and drew up, frst on the right, and after-
wards on the centre and left, of the enetny’s kine. He
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which he had formed at Valley-forge, both parties en.
joyed for some weeks & respite from active warfare.

We find little occasion to trace, with minuteness, the
fortumes of lord Cornwallis during the campaign of
I1778. An he still acfed in a subordinate capacity,
veither the retirement of genersl Howe, nor the ss-
sumption of the gupreme command by general Clinton,
incressed his responsibility, or gave a wider range to
his talents, which were necesaarily exercised as they had
hitherto been, —rather in executing the wishea of
another, then in devising original plans. When, there-
fore, we state, that he commanded the resr-gusrd on
the evacuation of Philadelphia, and bore the brunt of
the action at Monmouth court-house on the 28th of
Junc; and that, during the alarm occasioned by the
sudden arrival of admira]l D’Estaing on the coast, he
was ever at his post, cool, collected, and resolute ; we
have gaid all that the peculiarity of his aitnation seems
to require at gur hends. In like manver, hia services
during the antumn of this year, being eonfined entirely
to the management of one or twe predatory excursions,
deserve bumt litfle notice in a work like the present.
‘These were sll conducted, it is true, in a mesterly man.-
ner; and led, on one oceasion, to the destruction of a
regiment of American cavalry, which permitted itself
to be surprized at Tapaapon on the Hudsons, 'But as
the military reputation of lord Cornwaliia depends in
no degree cnh the:muccess of much exploits, it were an
act of something Like injustice to his memory, were we
to describe them st further length.

The season for active service being at an end, and
his private affairs, which he had somewhat too long
neglected, becoming urgent, lord Cornwellis returned,
in the autamn of 1778, to Englend, Helpentmenl
monthe in Londen, wherepntyspmtnnhigh,
gave his evidence in a manly and open manner
the conduct of lerd Howe; whumhedefm&edmﬂ:
the zeal of private friendship, even in cases where it
myheﬁirlyqueaﬁmedwhethﬂ-s , on public grounda,

®
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he considered the proceedings of his late chief to have
been entirely free from censure. Nevertheless, it can.
not be said that, in any instance, he sacrificed truth to
» feeling of personal esteem ; for his testimony, though,
on the whole, faveurable to «ir William Howe's good
intentions, leaves the question of his shility as a military
commander exactly where it would have been had no
much testimony been given.

The business which had recalled him to England
having been completed, and the investigation into the
behaviowr of gemeral Howe brought to a close, lord
Cornwellis prepared to return to the seat of war, which
he reached early in the autumn of 1799. He found
sir Henry Clinton awaiting, in & state of considerable
anxiety, the stteck with which he was threatened st
New York, by Washington’s army from the side of the
highlands, and the fleet of D'Estaing by water. The
repulse of the French admiral, however, at S8avanneh,
of which intelligence reached him in due time, gave a
tem both to the anticipations and designs of the Bri-
tish commanders. It was now determined that the
defensive system, which had been edopted throughont
the summer, should be abandoned ; that a powerful
expedition should be conducted to the south ; and that
the war should be carried on with vigour in North and
South Caroline, as well as in Georgia and the districts

There was the less difficulty in coming to this
resolution, Inasmuch g the erippled state of Washington's
corps had been fully ascertained. Of his militia, multi-
tudes were grown tired of active service; his provincials,
who were in many instances entitled to their discharge,
insisted upon returniug to their homes ; and the business
of recruiting went on with too lttle vigour to afford
any imnmediate chance of supplying the deficiencies thua
occasioned. 8ir Henry Clinton, therefore, conceived
that he would not suhbject New York to any fmminent
danger by withdrawing & lerge portion of his army
from its defence, —rore especially as the movement
could pearcely fail to operate as a diversion, by com.
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pelling the enemy to provide for the protection of his
own settlements.

Theugh the plan of this enterprise was matured, and
the troope actually embarked, so early as the begiming
of October, the uncertainty which prevailed touching
the position of the French fleet retarded its execution
till within a few days of the close of the year. The
26th of December, indeed, srrived ere the convoy put
to sea; and the storms which prevail on the shoren of
North America during the winter menths, rendered the
voyage at once tedious and foll of danger. On the
last day of Janusry, however, the squadron reached the
mouth of the Savannab, though in such disorder as to
render a brief halt necessary ; for the vesgels came in
singly, sttd not a few bore manifest tokens of the severity
of the gales which they had ridden out. The conse-
quence was, thet they reached not their point of des-
tination, the inlet of North Odesto, till the 11th of
February ; where the troops, amounting in all to some-
where about 8000 or 9000 men, made good their land.
ing on James's Island, and established themselves on
the right bank of the niver Ashley, by which alone they
were sepurated from Charlestown.

In the succeeding operations, which included the siege
and captare of Charlestown, lord Cornwallis played the
pert of an able eecond, snd of nothing more. Sir
Henry Clinton, being persanally present, may be pre-
sumed to have directed the various dispositions of the
army, of which one portion under the immediate orders
of Cornwsllis was employed on the apposite side of
Cooper's river, where it performed useful service by
intercepting wupplies, and cutting off all communication
between the garrison and the open country. But of
the mesgures sdopted towards the attainment of #hat
end it is the less necessary to give an account, inasmuch
as they sppear to have originated, for the most part, in
the sagacity of colonel Tarleton. Besides, the period is
at length arrived, when we shall be called upon to
traee the career of lord Covnwallis, considered ag the

x 4
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leader of & separate and independent army; for, with
the fall of Charlestown, ended that species of respon.
aibility under which he had hitherto scted. General
Clinton returned with a portion of the troops to New
York, while the subject of this memoir remained to
make good the conquest of the Carolinas.

Charlestown surrendered by capitulation on the 11th
of May, 1780 ; and its garrison, consisting of nearly
G000 men, hecame priscners of war. This wae sn im.,
portant conguest in the existing state of affhirs, inas-
much as it secared the command of both Georgis and
South Carolina, where the mass of the people were un.
derstood to be peculiarly well affected to the dominion
of the mother country; nor, to do him justice, was
general Clinton negligent in taking the bext precautions
to ensure the $ull censequences of his auccesaful esaay
in arms. He issued proclamastions, inviting the inha.
bitants to return to their duty, and sssuring such as
were quiet, of protection and kind treatment ; while st
the same time he sent out three different corps, with
iostructions to clear the provinces of such insurgent
bands as might yet endesvour to retain a hold upon the
country. They were all eminently succesnful ; indeed,

mnehea the column which aacended the Savan-

as of that which crossed the Saluds to

metyﬂ!x putookofthenatureofaniumphalpm.
grees tberthmof.mﬂ:hrymovﬂnent. Nor were
the of lord Cornwallis on the north-eastern
hank of the Santee, though soraewhat more adventurous,
less fortunate in their issue. Colonel Tarleton, who led
his advanced guard, overtook, at Wasmaw, near the Ca.
tawba settlement, & force of 300 or 400 infantry snd ca-
valry, which was retiring into Virginia with & valuable
eunmyofmnndmmunihun. He sttacked it with
ﬂsnmobtdnednuompletevictory and rejoined

st Camden, loaded with xpoil.

It was nowthe month of Jone ; and sir Henry Clin.
ton,llmdbymtdnmporhwhichhadmchedhm
from New York, made ready to retarn for the defence

the
nsh,
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of the northern provinces. He had previoualy nomin.
ated lord Cornwallis to the command of all the
that might be employed in the southern district, and he
now formally resigned into his handa the civil as well
s military suthority over Geergia and South Carcliva.
Comnwallis devoted himself with great industry to the
arrangement of matters which the progress of the war
had rendered both complicated and insepure; and he
succeeded in restoring something like order both to the
cornmerce and police of the province. Nevertheless he
failed in exciting that apirit of devoted loyalty on which
he had been indnced to rest no inconsidershle portion
of his expectationn, Men submitted to the king’s go-
vernment, it is trve, and even enrolled themselves as
members of the militis ; but the readiness with which
they violated their caths as often sa opportunity came
in the way, proved how lightly the restraints either of
order or honesty were esteemed,

In the mean while, such measures were 2dopted for
the military defence of the district, as the circumntances
of the times and the condition of the adjacent colonies
appeared to demand. Charlestown was ocoupied by a
nomerous garrieon; posts were established st Ninety
Bix, at Williama’a on the Pacolet, at Rocky Mountain,
Hanging Rock, and Ragely’s Mills ; while at Camden,
the bead-quarters of the field force were established, ag
well a8 a magazine of yum, biscoit, and other stores,
Inidup, At the same time a pecret correspondence waa
opened with the loyalist inhabitants of North Carolina,
smong whom there existed a strong disposition to rise ;
and it waa particularly nrged upon them, that they should
make no movement till the harvest should have been
-gathered in, and the royel anny be in a condition to
sapport them. But the impatience of men who live
under & government that is odious to them, and are
aware that help lies, as it were, within reach, is seldom
to be restrained by considerations of pradence, no matter
hew strongly urged, or by what authority sapported.
The loyalists of North Carolina mn to arms leng before
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it was possible for lord Cornwallis to ssaist them ; and,
with the exception of one corps, which escaped to the
smount of 800 men, they were totally
From the 5th of Jume, the day on which sir Hemry
Clinton departed, up to the middle of July, the war in
South Carclina was one merely of posta. The Ame.
rican colonel Sumpter, an active and intelligent officer,
made two attempts to destroy the detachmenta at
Rocky Mountsin and Hasnging Rock; and though re-
pulsed on each occasion, with great loss, gave proof
both of enterprise and coursge, In like manner, the
patrols which passed from station to ststion were occa.
sionally surprised, and compelled to fight thelr way
obstacles which had not been anticipated, Bunt
the arrival, first of the baron de Kalb, and eventually
ofgeneanaml,tohketheemmmdofthetmopu
assembled in North Carolina, gave, towards the begin.
ningofAugmt,;newupecbtothesmeofaﬁ'ans.
with him a strong detachment from the
mam:rmymtheJerseys,towhmhwerelddedaeveml
very efficient battalions of Maryland and Virginian
troops ; and the whole being reinforced by the militia
of the province, as well as by the Delaware regiment,
snd colonel Armand’s legion, made up an efficient corps
of 5000 or 6000 fighting men,
ing the compulsory residence of lord Cornwallis
at Charlestown, the guidance of the field force devolved
upon colonel lord Rawdon, who drew in his detach.
ments, and concentrated bis army shout fourteen smiles
in front of Camden. Here, on the west bank of Lynch’s
Creek, he took up a position, strong perhaps in iteelf,
but scarcely sdequate to the protection of his mage-
xines, which were saved through the respect in which
his gdversary held him, rather than by any judgment
dllphyedbyhmuelfmthedmtribuhmofhsmp-. of
these proceeding, as well as of the advance of Gates,
whoee light troops engeged in constant akirmishes with
Bawdonlpiokeh lord Cornwallis was smade
aware; apd he hastened forward the business of settle.
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ments and claims, in order that he might proceed to
conduect the strnggle which now impended. Meanwhile
he omitted no means that lay within his reach to re-
cruit the army under lord BRawdon, and render it
capeble of opposing the enemy with success, Every
disposahle man wea sent to the front; colonel Tarleton
was directed to patrol round the enemy’s flanks, and to
guin intelligence ; while the greatest exertions were made
to remount the cavalry, worn down with the severe
duty heretofore imposed upon them, But before the
details in which he waz engsged would permit him to
take the field, the army had changed ite ground, and
he joined it at Isat, on the 14th of Awgust, in & new
line, at & place called Logtown, in the Immediate vicinity
of Camden.

On mustering his foree, Jord Cornwalliz found that,
after deducting & sufficient gusrd for the protection of
his hospital and magarines, ke could cerry into the fleld
something more than 2000 men, inclusive of sn jrre.
gular but very efficient corps of horse and foot called
Tarleton’s legion, The enemy, on the other hand,
were estimated at 6000, of which 2000 were regulars ;
and the latest accounta yepresented them as having es-
tablished their camp at Rugely’s Mills. Lord Corn-
wallis determined to take the initiative, end issued
orders that the troops shonld hold thempelves in rea-
diness to move ; while he sent Tarleton forward, with
instructions to infercept, if possible, some patrol, or to
cut off an outpost, from which correct information
might be obtained. ‘Turleton executed the charge with
his accostomed ability. He secured three prisoners,
brought them back to the general, end thus enahled
him to discover that Gates was already in motion for
the acknowledged purpose of forcing the English to
fight, or else abandon their stores and sacrifice Camden.

The position which lord Rawdon had taken up,
though well calculated to secure the safety of the
depbt, was not in sny remarkeble degree defensible:
lord Cornwallis, therefore, determined to change it.
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‘With this view he ordered the troops to stand to their
armos, and at 10 o'clock at night began » forward move-
went, under cover of a strong advanced guard snd a
body of vigilant cavalry in patral, At 12 the column
renched Bander’s Creek, sbout five miles to the north
of Camden, which it passed, though not without some
confusion, and a rather vexatious delay. Order heing
restored, the line of march was resumed, and conducted
for shout an hour without adventure. The advanced
guard, indeed, was already in progress through » defile,
flanked on either side by a deep marass, and feathered
with s straggling grove of timber, when the head of an
enemy's column puddenly presented itself, and sn im.
mediate rencontre ensued. As usually happens in such
cases, the Jeading files were driven in oo both sides, snd
the firing kept up by the supporting parties was more
incessant than destructive.

Made aware by the first dincharge how matters stood,
lovd Cornwallia rode to the front, and exerted himself,
for a while vainly, to put a stop to the firing, A
eimilar proceeding having been

instltuted among his guides and making the
British general sware of the peculisr nsiure of the
ground, he was not slow in that it was well
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only six pieces, commanded the road, and, in part,
enfiladed the front of the first line, The dispositions
of general Gates were not dissimiler, except that he
crowded his gune contidershly on his right, and placed
& body of militia in rather an exposed gituation, by in-
trusting to them the left of his position, Such waa the
aspect which each host presented to the other, when the
dawn of dey rendered objects vieihle ; while a space of
something less than 300 yards slone divided them.

It would zppeer that the disposition of the militis
corps had either taken place without the knowledge of
Gates, or that he himaelf, as soon 2« the return of light
displayed it, became convinced that it was fanlty. At
all events, he made an effort to remedy the evil, by
directing the brigade to shift its ground, and to make
way for another ; but he was not permitted to execnte
that evolution in peace. Cornwallis saw the movement ;
and, sware of the advantage which regular troops possess
over irregulars, particularly when in the act of changing
their formation, he gave the signal for an immediate at-
tack. 1twas obeyed with the greatest alacrity and vigour.
The militis, charged while bewildeved with the con.
flicting orders which they received, scarcely wtood to
teceive a single fire; and though the continentals on
the right maintained themselves with copsiderable ob-
gtinacy, their valowr proved unavailing. The right of
the Englich, with excellent judgment, instead of follow-
ing up the first success, wheeled round upon the flank
of the epemy that still resisted, and, overlapping them
with a fire, close, murderous, snd well susiained, com.
pletely dispersed them. It was to mo purpose that
Gates brought up his reserve, A portion of these
broke through the British ekirmishers, and gained an
eminence, where the guns stood, only to be cut down
by a forious attack of the cavalry; which, falling in,
gword in hand, uapon the broken line, rode through it
without the loes of a man. Never waa rout more com.
plete than now took place. The enemy fled in all di.
rectipns, scarcely 100 men keeping together in any aingle
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body ; snd the pursuit continmed #ill fatigue, and the
wint of nufriment, rendered the horses incapeble of
mustaining it any longer. There fell in this ection, on
the side of the conquerors, 224 officers and men, in-
cloding the wounded; whilst the loss of the enemy
amounted, in all, to 70 officers, 2000 men, and eight
pieces of cannon, besides wagons, standards, aud ithe
whole baggage of the army.

As soon aa the stragglers could be called in, and the
troops refreshed by a few hours of rest, Cormwallis

forward, with the cavalry and light infaniry,
to Rugely's Mills. From thia peint, he detached colonel
Tarleton in pursuit of the American colonel Bumpter,
who, with a body of 700 or 800 men, still infested
Sonth Caroling; and that indefatigeble partisan again
found an opportunity of ezercizing to udvantage his
talent for light warfare. Having followed Bumpter
scross the Wateree with 850 men end & mingle gun, he
managed his spprosches so judiciously, that he was
enabled to come upon the enemy at a moment when the
proximity of danger was pot entertained. Fatigue had,
by this tme, diminished Tarleton's force to 100 horse
and 6O foot; yet he charged the American eorps
without hesitation, and obtained 2 gignal and almost
bloodless victory, Upwards of 850 prisomers, besides
150 killed and wounded, bore testimony to the vigour
of an action which cost the English the loas of only
fifteen men and twenty herses. Tarleton now retraced
his ateps, and joined lord Cornwallis at Camden, where
the whole army again reassembled,

Though thus victorions, both in a general action and
in detail, lord Cornwallis soon became sware that, in
spite of the protestations of loyalty which met him at
every corner, he was, in reslity, carrying on war in an
enemy’s country, His foraging parties were attacked ;
and the slender gnarde, under whose protection his
Priscners were sent to the rear, suffered, on more than
mm,ﬁomﬂxehncﬁntyofthemwwh
It wes his consciousness of the unsettled state of South
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Carolina, added to the sickness which prevailed among
the troops, thet, sccozrding to hia own statement, hindered
him from following up his successes by an immediate
inroed into the adjoining province, Yet was the delay
deeply to be deplored. For when he did make np his
mind teo try the effect of a hostile demonstration, the
moral influence of defeat was weakened ; while the
coming in of numerous levies not only enabled the enemy
to present 2 bold countenance, but rendered them ade-
quate to strike at the English posts, which, somewhat
too looscly, and over too wide a surface, kept open the
communications with Charlestown, and covered the
frontier.

The middle of Beptember wss approsching, when
Cornwallis, who had devoted several weeka to the ad-
justment of affairs connected with the sale of certain
confiscated estates, put his colwone in motion, and ad.
vanced along the northern bank of the Catawba, for the
purpose of penetrating into North Caroling. He pro-
ceeded as far as Charlottetown, a place of the ad-
vantages of which, in a military point of view, he had
been induced to form an erroneous opinion; snd there
established himself, a8 in & central position between
Camden and falishury. The movement was wnforta-
nate ; for it placed the commander-in-chief in the very
centre of a district peculiarly hostile to the British in.
terests, while it exposed several of hix posts to imminent
haxard from the attempts of the enemy's light parties.
Even Camden itaelf was insulted, and Auvguata forionsly
aspailed ; while an active partisan, major Ferguson, was
forced to give battleat King’s Mountain, and waa defeated,
with the loss of his own life and the total destruction
of his corps. Cornwallis was now comscious that he
had committed a grievous error, end that all his com-
muniestions were liable to be interrnpted. He nccord.
ingly began, on the Idth of October, a retrograde
movement, and, crossing the Catawba, took up a new
ullignment at Wynnesborough, half way between Broad
River and the Wateree. By this means, the important



144 NRITISH MYLITARY OONMANDERS.

station of Ninety fix was secured ; and the safety of
Camden, with the stores and bospital established there,
placsd beyond the reach of danger.

The projected winter campaign in North Carolina
was scarcely abandoned, when intelligence reached Corn.
wallis, that major-general Lesle, with 3000 men, had
been detached from New York for the pmpose of
effecting a diversion in his favour by conducting an ex.
peditien up the Jemes River. Cornwsllls knew, that
from operations so desultory no imporiant results could
arise, and that the best chance of effecting any thing
wonld be by uniting the two corpa into one. Taking
sdvantsge, therefore, of & discretionary control, which
had been awarded him by gir Henry Clinton, he lost no
time in requiring that the inrcad by the James should
be suspended ; and that Leslie should proceed with
&1 his disposable force, first to Wilmington, and event.
ually to Charlestown.  Meanwhile he exerted himself
by detaching Tarleton, and other sctive officers, to subdue
the refractory spirit that etill prevailed ; es well as to
check the movements of more than one light corps,
which the enemy eontrived to throw, from time to time,
into the province.

In prosecuting these petty enterprises, the winter
months were spent, sometimes with greater, sometimes
with less benefit to the cause. Wherever Tarleton com-~
manded, succens, for a time, crowned the efforts of the
English ; where the guidence of expeditions was in.
trusted to othere, fortune was not always kind, Major
Wemys, for example, with the 63d regiment, failed in

an atlempt to surprise general Sumpter st Fish Dam,
neuNmetySux mdtheenmywere,meonsequeue,
emboldened to approach that station in comsiderable
force. But Tarleton, moving rapidly toits sapport, com-
peiled Bumpter to retire, and pursned him with singular
tenacity az far ua the banks of the Tiger. Here, though
greatly inferior in point of numbers, he brought on an
sction which ended in the total defeat of Sampter, who
eacsped with difficulty, having received & severe wownd,
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and leaving 150 men dead on the fleld, Thus were
the months of November and December consumed, on
the part of the English, in ekirmishes of doubtful utility,
and in strengthening the works at Charlestown, Ninety
Six, and Camden, while, ameng the Americans, general
Greene, who had recently wsmmed the command in
North Carolina, was organising his resources, 30 as to
ect either on the offensive or defengive, as circrmstances
should eppear to demand.

Towards the middle of December, Leslie’s division
arrived at Charlestown, where it underwent a new ar-
rangement gnitable to the necessities of the times. The
most weakly of the men, with all the convalescents, being
weeded out, were placed in garrison at Charlestown and
Camden ; while sbout 2000 active and sble bodied ve.
terans marched, under the guidance of their chief, to
reinforce the main army at Wynnesborough, They had
reached their destination but & few days, when intelli-
gence came in that Greene was already in motion. His
army, which wes represented za not exceeding 1400
regular troops, had broken up into two columna, and
was advancing ; one brigade, under Morgan, across the
Catawbs upon Ninety Six ; the other towards Haley's
Ferry, on the Pedee, so as to threaten Camden, Both
parties, it was stated, were likely to gather strength as
they went on, for the militia flocked in by bhundreds,
and general Coswall, with a strong corps, wes hastening
towards the Pedee, in order toform such a junction with
Greene as would give him a decided superiority. Lord
Cornwallis determined to anticipate these attacks. De-
taching Tarleton with about 700 light troops, of whom
200 were cavalry, across the Broad River, and instruct-
ing him to push Morgan to the uttermost, he himself
set out to oppose Greene, with the intention, if pessible,
of cuiting him off from Virginia, or, at all events, of
compelling him to evacnate North Carolina,

Thepromdmguf'l‘urlewnwmonthm,umoﬂm

occesionn, distinguished by great activity, decision, and
jngment. He merched rapidly upon Morgan, com-
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pelled him to withdraw from the district of Ninety Bix,
and, following him up, step by step, overtook him ot &
place called Cow-Pens, near the springs of the Pacolet.
Here a fierce action took place, which ended greatly to
the disadvantage of Tarleton, whoee legion behaved not
with its accustomed spirit, and sustained a total defeat;
indeed the corps wes entirely annihilated, inasmuch s
about 100 cavalry alone escaped from the field. It wea
a heavy blow to receive at the commencement of a cam-
paign, and it exerted a fatal influence over every other
movement both of the British and the American forces.

Though disconcerted by the defeat of his moat sctive
coadjutpr, lord Cornwallie persisted in the plan of oper-
ations which he had sketched out for himself ; and, de-
laying & few days only, for the purpose of receiving such
atragglers as might have escaped from the action at
Cow-Pens, advanced as far ¢s Ramsour’s Mills on the
southern fork of the Catawba, Here he lightened him.-
self of all superfluous heggage, collected flour and other

stores, and made every preparation for a cam.
paign of repid marches; after which he pushed upon
the southern fork, along the southern bank of which
numevcas bodies of militis were kmown to be posted.
This, though swollen by heavy rains, he passed at
M Cowan’s ford, in spite of & sharp resistance from the
enemy ; when, ascertaining that Morgan was before him
on the roed to Balisbury, he commanded an immediate
and rapid purenit. But all his exertions failed to over-
take that vigilant and active officer, When the ad-
vatice reached the Yadkin, they found only a feehle
resr-guard, which they immediately charged and de.
stroyed ; but the mans of the corps was safe, for the
swollen waters of the river were already hetween them
and the English,

A variety of movements, executed under oll the dis-
adventeges of defective intelligence and stormy westher,
carried the British army,mthelzthofFebruary to
the Dan, where, by securing Boyd's Ferry, lord Corn.
wallis hoyedtothmwhhmelfbetweugenenl(}mme
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and his communications with Virginie. He was led to
entertain this expectation in consequence of reports
which reached him, that Greene wes concentrating at
Guildford, and that Maorgan, after passing the Yadkin,
had been directed to tarn hia steps upon the same point;
but the ramoenr proved ebeclutely groundless. Greene
was not in a condition to harard a hattle, inasmuch as
the militis corps from Virginia were yet far in the rear;
and having 2 thonsand spies abroad for one thet served
his enemy feithfally, he became aware of hie danger in
sufficient time to avert it. He retreated with precipita.
tion upon the Dan, and croseing the streem on raftx and
flying bridges, found a temporary shelter behind its
waters. Upon this, lord Cornwallis fell back as far as
Hillshorough, where, in the centre of a district supposed
o he especially well affected, he caused the royal stand.
ard to be hoisted.

Contrary to the expectstions which he had been led
to form, lord Cornwallis found but & alender inclination
among the inhabitants of Hillshorough and its vicinity,
to eprol themselves under the banner of England. Very
few volunteers presented themselves, and of those who
might have come in, about 200 permitted themselves
to be surprised by a patrol of American cavalry, which
cut them to pieces. It was to no purpose that he de-
tached largely into the surrounding districts for the
purpose of encouraging the people to riee by a abow of
protection. There was & total indifference virible in all
quarters ; while Greene, reinforced to the amount of
not less than 8000 men, repsssed the Dan, and began
to act once more on the offensive. Beveral affaim oc.
curred a8 often as the scouting parties met, and a hold
conntenance waa again sasumed by the republicans, who
returned to their old practice of deceiving the royalist
leader, and affording every amaistance to the enemy.
Finally, provisions beginuing to fail, and the troops
suffering great privations, it was determined to evacuate
Hillsborough, end to draw slowly towards Cape Fear

L2
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River, along the course of which & new line of commmn.
nication might be established.

The first march of the royal troops carried them by
the left towards the Dan, which they passed on the 26th
of Fehruary, and on the 27th reached Allamanee. Greene
beecame immediately aware of the movement, and, con.
fident in his supericr numbers, lessened the space between
Cornwallis and himself, by taking up a position between
Trouhlesome Creck and Reedy Fork. On the 2d of
Masrch an affsir of foragers occurred, which ended fa-
vourebly for the English, end on the 3d, Tarleton being
despatched six miles to the front, held his groond only
by dint of constant skirmishing. On the 5th, intelli-
gence was received that the enemy’s army lay in a loose
and broken manner, the contineptals only being with
the geners! at head-quarters, while by far the greater
proportion of the militia end eighteen monthe’ men were
still at a distance. Lord Cornwallis instantly put his
srmy in motion. His advance eoon fell in with & corps
of continentals, which it attacked and defeated with con-
slderable slaughter, though not till sfter a smart skir.
mish had been maintained, throughout which the enemy
defended their strong ground with much resclution.
Unfortunately, however, the operation thus happily
begun, wan not followed up to its legitimate extent.
Lord Cornwallis was persmaded that his provislons
would not suffice for a march beyond the Haw, and
that there were multitndes of well-affected persons near
Deep River, whom it was of importance to protect. He
accordingly turned aside to the westward, leaving s path
open for Greene, who hed already begun his retrogres—
slon, and who found leisure, while the English ammaed
themselves in the vicinity of New Garden, to call in his
detachments. This was no sooner dene than he exe.
cated a counter-match with 7000 men, and took postin
s very favoursble position near Reedy Fork, where he
ventured with his cavalry and riflemen to harass the
rear of the English while in the act of passing the north
branch of the Deep River.
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The hostile armies were now about twelve miles
apart, equally eager to engage, and equally confident of
succesa, On the part of the Americans, the congcious.
ness of superior numbers, with a conviction that victory
would ensure the totsl rmin of the English, while a
defeat would but partially demage themselves, held out
the strongest inducements to hazard a battle, On the
part of the English, a high sense of honour urged the
general fo stake hie very existence on & contest which
he could scarcely decline, without an scknowledgment
of marked inferiority. Under these circumstanees, it
became monifest to every soldier and officer, in either
camp, that & decisive action was at hand ; ner did eny
great while elapse ere the enticipations thus excited
received their full aceomplishment,

Having sscertsined, on the evening of the 14th, that
(Greene was established at Guildford, lord Cornwallix
moved from his ground at dawn on the 15th; end his
advance, commanded by Tarleton, falling in soon after.
wards with an American light corps under Lee, a sharp
encounter took place. The enemy defended themsclves
for awhile with great obstinacy ; retreating, indeed, by
glow degrees, but fighting every inch of ground, till
they rejoined their main army, drawn up in three for.
midable kines, about & mile and a half from the court.
houee. The ground which Greene had selected, ws well
as the disposition of his several corps, evinced great
judgment and militery skill. He formed his front line
behind a high mil, where the men were enabled to
command, by their fire, an open space of perhups 300
yards in width; wnd he supported it with clonds of
skirmighers on either flank, as well as by columna of
horse and foot, who occupied the woods in the vear.
Nor was his order of battle less judicious in reference
to the guality of his troops, then to the munmer in
which they were distributed. The North Carolina
militia, the worst troope in his army, stood in the frout ;
the eighteen monthe’.men snd Virginia militis-men
madeup;mdﬁne,abutsﬂsow‘behind; while

L
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the resorve, composed entirely of continental or regular
troops, took post without the reach of fire, and clear of
all risk of confusion from the presgure of fagitives.
Thus he was ready either to follow up whatever ruccess
the militia might obtain, or to cover the retreat, should
such become necessary, with troops on whom he could
rely, and who, being plisble and steady, could agail
themselves of any confusion that might ocour among
the English during the excitement of a pursuit.

Lord Cornwallis, after bringing up a few guns,
which answered those of the enemy as soon as they
began to fire, proceeded to form his srmy into two
columns of attack, both of which he covered with light
infantry and yagers, as well on their flanks as in front.
His reserve, agein, consisted of one battalion of geards,
one company of grenadiers, and the cavelry: indeed,
his total force fell considerably short of 3000 fighting
men. Nevertheless, the best possible spirit prevailed
among them ; they were in the highest state of diacipline,
and anticipated from the vietory, to which they looked
forward, grester benefits than could perhaps accrne
from it. Under these circumstances, lord Cornwallis
experienced no misgivings, and the event fully justified
his confidence.

‘While these arrangements were in progress, the ar.
tillery kept up, on both sides, an incessant fire, from
which some loan was wustained, especially on the part of
the British, As soon,r however, as the several regi-
ments had taken thelr stations, the word was given to
advance, and the whole pushed forward in profound
silence and excellent order. The enemy, kewise, be-
haved with great steadiness, reserving their fire till
scarce 150 yards divided the lines, when they gave it
deliberately, coolly, and, es e consequence,
with considerable efféct. Nevertheless, the aassilants
were not arrested for & moment. Bainingsshcnt,ﬂm
battalions, which moved scroas the open space, threw
in one volley, and then sprang forward, in magmificent
army, with the bayonet.
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It waa scarcely to be expected that o brigade of half.
disciplined militia would ahide the shock. The North
Carolina-men did not pause to receive it, but broke and
fled almoat before the British trocps bad traversed half
the space that intervened between them and their oppo-
nents, In like manner, the regiments which flanked
thie line, though in a great degree sheltered by the
wood, gave ground, elmost as soon 28 threstemed ;
while the assailants, scattering in pnrsuit, socn became
invclved in an extensive and complicated skirmish. At
this moment, Greene’s second line advenced to support
the firat ; and the English, having separated from the
centre, the issue of the contest became for a moment
doubtful. But a judicious movement of the infantry
of the reserve, 5o as to fill up the gap disclosed, soon
restored matters to their former situation. Aggin the
enemy inclined by the right and left into the woods,
and again waa the contest of that broken and irregular
natare, which gives to regular troops little superiority
over the merest levies.

While an incessant tiraillade gave indicstion of the
obetinacy with which the woode were contested, the
second battalion of the gusrds, sypported by the gre.
nadiers, made a push upon two of the enemy’s guns,
which enfiladed the main road, wnd did considerable
execution, The attack succeeded ; but ere the guns
conld be removed, the simultaneous advance of a brigade
of Marylanders, and of colone]l Washington's cavalry,
drove back the guards with some lost. Once more,
therefore, the fate of the battle became doubtful ; for
though the guerds found shelter among the thickets
hard by, the cemtre of the British line was broken.
But while the enemy 28 yet hesitated touching the pur-
pose to which their success ought to be turned, a charge
from Tarleton’s dragoons preceded by a round of grape
from a couple of S_pounders, once more threw them
inte disorder. It was discovered, too, that colonel
Webater, with the 33d regiment, the light company
of the guards, and theyngers;hadgﬁmdthed@tﬂank

L
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of Greene’s reserve, and the necessity of an immediate
retreat, in order to avoid an attack from the rear, be.
came apparent. Greene directed his continentals to
cover that movement ; and the front which they pre-
aented was at once so bold and so orderly, that no effort
‘was made to molest them.

In this sction, which began ut half past one, and
camie to an end sbout half past two o'clock, the total
loss susteined by the English amounted to 98 offi-
cers and men killed, 414 wounded, snd 26 miesing.
Thet of the Americans was considerably greater;
yet when the relative qualities of the troops are con-
gidered, aa well as the facilities enjoyed by the two
pamesofmahnggmdthmmalm, it may he
questioned whether the indecisive victory of Guildford
Court-house was not purchased at too desr a rate. Ome
thing, at Jeast, is certain, that Iord Cornwallis, though
successful in the field, not only found himself incapable
ofpumt,bntwulmdunderthepmnfulneeesmtyof
abandoning a Iarge portion of his wounded, and retiring
on the 18th towards the Deep River. From that peoint
he fell back towards Cross Creek, closely observed by
general Greene, who, after n brief halt at Speedwell
Furnace, as if courting s second battle, resumed the
offensive, and manceuvred with great boldnesa to plsce
himself in the rear of his Iste congueror. It was the
design of Cornwallis o have established himaelf at
Cross Creek, provided the navigation of the Cape Fear
River had been opened, an arrengement which he had
directed major Craig, the officer in commend at Wil.
mington, to accomplish by every mesns in his power,
But the major, though a zealous snd active officer,
found the country so univetsally hostile, that sny st
tempt with his slender force to command s narrow
stream, hemmed in, to the extent of ninety miles, by
steep and xocky banks, conld have jed only to the de-
struction of his people in detail, and the lons of Wil.
mingion itself, Lord Cornwallin waa, therefore, com.
pelled to parme his march towards the cosst, which he
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reached, without any seriona molestation, on the 7th of
April.

The army had reposed but a few days at Wilmington,
when letters came in from Charleatown, which announced
that general Greene was moving upon South Carolina,
and that Camden, with the stores collected there, was
in danger. The same despatches conveyed intelligence
that three regiments were expected from England, and
that general Philips had been detached from New York
with a considerable body of troope, to effect a diversion
in the Chesapeake. That Greene had some important
object in view, was strongly suspected from the hour
when he ceased to annoy lord Cotnwallia on his march ;
and now the difficult question arose, whether it would
be more judicioua to return for the defence of Camden,
or to force a junction with Philips, and thus recall Greene
from his excursion. There were sirong arguments to
be urged on both sides ; nevertheless, the barren state
of the intervening country rendering a land journey
impracticable, and a return to Charlestown by sea ap-
pearing disgraceful and uncertain, Lord Cornwallis
finally determined on an inroad into the heart of Vir.

Towsrds the end of April, the British army, dimi-
nished by easualties of various kirde to 1500 mer,
advanced from Wilmington in the direction of the
Roancke. The march, though harsssing and uncom-
fortable, was not-productive of any atriking adventure,
mamuchutheyoﬂhedhttleoppmmn; indeed,
the Rosncoke was guined on the Gth of Muy byﬂte
advanced guard under Tarleton, after a trifling skirmish.
A wmimilar result attended their further progress, —
though for a time it was productive of iytense anxiety ;
for the reports of Philips’s movements were vagne and
unsatisfactory, and the hazard of failure in the attempt
to reach him was imminent, But no obetacles could
arrest the progress of the indefatigable Tarleton. On
the 14th of May he crossed the Meherzen with 100
cavalry, and twocompanies of infantry mounted; sndthe
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day following opened » communmication with colone.
Bimeoe, the leader of Philips's flank corps. The two
armies were thus brought into contact ; and on the 20th
of May a formsl junction took place at Peterborough,
on the Appomatiox, or southern brench of the James
River,

‘The force of the English, particularly in light troopa,
‘was now Bo puperior to any which the enemy could
bring against them, that the gemersl felt himself in 3
condition to adopt almost eny plan of operations, no
matter how extended or multifarious. Under this im-
Pression, he commenced an active and galling rystem of
annoyance, pushing his patrols upon every station
where atores were collected, and harsssing and cutting
up in detail the debris on whick bodies of militia were
beginning to asgemble. He even made a dash st Char-
lotteville, where the provincial assembly had met, and
secured several of its members; but all hia exertions
failed to prevent a junction between the trocpa of baron
Steuben and those of the masrquis la Fayette. The
latter gentleman, as we need scarcely obeerve, had early
eapoused the cause of the insurgents, and was now,
though acting with the avowed approbation of the court
of France, & major-general in the service of the United

While thus operating in detachments, which carried
the war over a wide extent of country, lord Cornwallis
was not forgetfol that no permanent hold could be re-
tained on the province, unless he should be able to
establish some place of arms within reach of the
figet, from which, as from a bese, his operations might
be conducted. With this view, be graduslly called
in his parties, gnd moved lowly upon Williamsburgh ;
being followed, though st a respectful distance, by the
united corps of Wayne, Bieuben, and La Fayette. A
varlety of manccuvres marked the progress of the
march, for the patroles repeatedly met, snd frequent
attempts were made on both sides to cut off detached
parties. It was not, however, till the royal army had
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reached Williamsburgh, that any serious fight oceurred ;
and even then the affair, though smart for the mement,
led to no important result. La Fayette, indeed, de-
serves credit for the address with which he seized a
happy opportunity of forcing colonel Bimeoe to action ;
&nd the perscverence of his troops, who sustained no ordi.
nary fatigue in their efforts to come up with the English,
in highly commendable. Nevertherless, the action was
wholly indecisive. There fell on each side ebout thirty
men, and some prisoners were taken ; hat the English
rear bheing supported, drove back the agsailants, and
both parties withdrew, the king’s troopa into Williams-
burgh, and the Americans to their head quarterr at
Tyae's Plantation, fifteen miles from the fleld of bettle.
Amid the conflieting testimony which has come down
to ua touching the views adopted by the different actors in
this campaign, it is not very easy to determine whether
theproject of establishinga permanent post inVirginia ori-
ginated with sir Henry Clinton or with lord Cornwnllis,
We are equally at a loss to decide how fer the right of
absolute choice was or wae not submitted to the latter,
afier the design had heen eericusly entertained ; bmt,
however this may be, it is certain that his lordship soon
found reason to conclude that Williemshurgh at least
offered no peculiar advantages, He hed scarcely taken
up his quarters there when he received advices from
New York that the enemy were threatening an assault,
&nd that the return of & portion of his corps was neces
sary for the mminienance of that important tation,
Now, his whole disposable force fell pomewhat short,
at that moment, of 6000 men; and the position at
Willismsbargh, being open and exposed, required at
least 6000 men to maintain it. Lord Cornwallis, there.
foxe,madcnphismindtotrythemilitary value of
Portsmonth, though not unawere that the sitnation of
thlttownwulmhea]thy with which design he hroke
nponthe&thof.luly,mdhegmhumarehwwudn
the James River. But he did not move alone. Inspite
of the activity of the rear.guard, commanded, as uwaal,
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by Tarleton, which pushed s reconnoissanee into the very

heert of the enemy's camp, La Fayette followed his

steps with great wetlvity, and on the Gth the foragers

communicated information that the Americans were

spproaching with every appearance of confidence and
oxder.

The British army lay at this time in & strong position
on the southern bank of the James River, having esch
flank covered by deep ponds, and a morass stretched out
before the centre. Of the beggage almoat all hed been
transferred to James Ieland, whither it wae lord Corn-
wallis’s design to remove next day ; although he was not
indisposed in the interval to receive an action, should the
Americans evince any disposition to risk it. In order
¢o bring about this result, a dragoon and s negro were
bribed to pass over to the enemy, and to draw them on
by stating that the infaniry and guns had retreated, and
that only & weak rear—guard of cavalryand the legion held
the ground in their front. There is every reason to believe
that Lz Fayette gave credence to this report, and that
in reliance upon the deserters he hazarded an attack
under circamstances peculiarly disadvantagecus. Be
this, however, as it may, he came on a little before
sunset in two columns; and pushing by a narrow ceuse.
way acroes the swamp, stood commitied, with shont
2500 men, in presence of the whole British army.

The sction which ensued, of the nature of which
every military ma will be sble o form & tolerably

s i

and well.divected firg,. The militia, indeed, which
faced the left of the British line, offered scarcely any
resistance, being broken and dispersed by » single volley ;
whils the continentals, though they fought bravely, conld
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meke no determined head against the orderly and cool
aseanlt of the right. Nevertheless, they devoted them-
selves with so much gallantry, as to secure the eacape
of their less disciplined comrades, by protraciing the
struggle till darkness began to set in: they then retired,
having lost besides the whole of their cannon, sbout 300
men in killed and wounded; while the English ebstained
from pressing their retreat even with the cavalry.

It is not very essy to explain the motives which
indoced lord Cornwallia to act on this occssion ss if
he, and not the enemy, had sustained a reverse. The
requisition of gir Henry Clinton was, perhaps, pressing,
and his lordship may have concluded that the first duty
required of himt was to pay attention to the demands of
hie superior ; ¢r, he may have entertained the jdes that
the whole plan of campaign in the north ran the risk of
hecoming confused, shonld he disregard the command
slready specified. No doubt all or either of these con-
giderations may have suffced to direct him, and ought
equally to be received as extenuating, if they could not
wholly excuse, the error into which he fell. Yet was
that error grievoua in itself, and the parent of many
and painful reflections tothe individual who committed
it. The enemy at thia time were 80 thoroughly worn
dovn by a long march and a hard and fatiguing contest,
that they threw themselves on the ground destitute of
order, within six miles of the British outpests ; where
Tarleton’s cavalry alone, hed it been Jet loose in good
time, would have destroyed them without dificnlty.
Loxrd Cornwallis, however, was not aware of this cir-
camstance, and would not commit his horse in a noc.
turnsl movement, but epent the night in ferrying his
troops to the jsland, whither, on the preceding day, the
baggage had gone before.

Lord Cornwallis now pursued his progress towards
Portsmouth, sending out, as usowl, Tarleton’™s legion
to scour the country, and balting at a place called Cobe
ham, till the detachment should retorn with its spoil.
No obstacle being opposed to him by the enemy, he
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gained hin destination in due time; when & survey of
0Old Polut Comfort, & commanding stetion in Hampton
Road, was effected, with & view to erect there the place
of arma propoded. But though the order to send back
a portion of his force waa recalled, Cornwallis found,
on examingtion, that Old Point Comfort wea unsuitahle
4o bis purpose, both in consequence of its extent, and
because the river was not there navigable for ships of
the line. He determined, therefore, to occupy the
doublepostonmkdelweum on each side of the
York River, at » point where the stream narrows to the
extent of perhaps a mile across, being both above and
below not less than a league in width.

T'o reach this station, it wes necessary that both men
and horees should be embarked and conveyed with guns,
stores, and other materiel, up the course of the river,
Not the glightest confusion cccurred during the expe-
dition ; and even the horses, though cast overboard into
deep water, and made literally to swim ashore, reached
the land without sustaining eny demage. This occurred

ing the mpece between the Gth and 224 of August,
by the latter of which dsys the whole army waa assem.
hled ; and, on the morning of the 28d, extensive working
parties began to fill up the line of entrenchments which
the engineers had previously marked ocut, Meanwhile
the cavalry, with 2 body of mounted infantry, traversed
the open country, sweeping it of grain, flour, forage,
and other necessaries ; the whole of which ware hrought
mmdlndupforune,mtheeventofsbhckndebmg
attempted, or & depit required. But the period was
now at hand when the tide of fértune, which had never
run strongly in favour of the English, was destined to
tarn; and lord Cornwallis, afier long and vigoroualy
Prosscuting an offensive war, was doomed to combat,
not for glory, but for existence.

It han been ntated that the posts of York and Glon.
cester were gituated on each bank of the York River, at
4 point where the stream, thongh deep and rapid, nar.
Yows considerably in its conrse, Of the capabilities of
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both, natural as well as acquired, to mustain the attack
of s superior army, the reader will be able to judge for
hiroself, afier he shall have perused the following de-
seription, which we borrow from the narrative of ome
who acted no mean part throughout the combat which
he deseribes.

** Gloucester,” says Colonel Tarleton, * in situated
on 2 point of land on the north side of the York river,
and consisted at that timp of about & dozen honses, A
marehy creek extends along part of the right flank,
The ground is clear and level for a mile in front; at
that distance stands & wood : the space which it oceu.
pies in narrowed by the river on the left, and a creek on
the right, Beyond the gorge the country is open and
cultivated.” ####  Yorktown, again, before the war,
was & place of conmiderable trede; great part of the
houses form one sireet, on the edge of a cliff, which
overlooks the river: the buildings stand within a small
compaas, and the environs of the town are intersected
by crecks and ravines. Different rosda from Williarmns.
burgh enter York in several directions, and the main
route to Hampton passes in front of it."”

From this account it will be seen that the facilities
for etrengthening the former post were ample, and that
the eongtvuction of & few redoubts, which commanded
the open country, and secured the passages of the creeks
and ravines, placed it beyond the hazard of ssesult.
With respect to the latter, we must again have recourse
0 colonel Tarleton’s pages, in order to sesist usin com-
ing to s right conclusion.

After informing us that several houses were levelled,
and 2 chein of connected works drawn round the town,
which leant both their flanks upon the river, the writer
goea on to say that an outward position wes meized,
which, both for its natursl edvantages and the lsbour
bestowed upon it, became ™ in every respect convenient
for the king's troops. The right rested on the swamp
which covered the right of the town ; a large redoubt
was constructed beyond it, close to the river road from
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Williamshuargh, and completed with friesing and abatis,
The Chazon and Gusdaloupe, two small frigates, were
mecored opposite the swamp, and the town batteries com-
manded all the rosds and causeways which approached
it. On the right, at the heed of the morass, two re.
doubts were placed, one on each side of the main Wil.
lismshurgh road. The centre was protected by a thin
wood, whose front was cut down with the branches
facing outwards. A ficld-work, mounted with cavnon,
was erected on the left of the centre, to commsnd the
Hampton road, A deep ravine and a creek, which
increased till it reached York River, covered the left.
Treea were felled, fidches were thrown up, end betteries
wereeonutrnctedstthepaintawhichwere deemed more
vulnerable. The distance between the hesds of the
swamp and creek, which embraced the flanks of the
town, did not exceed half a mile, The face of the
country, in front of the line, was cut nesr the centre by
a moraes, and, excepting this bresk, the ground waa
plin and open for near 2000 yards. An excellent
field artillery was placed to the grestest advantage
by eaptain Rochefort, who commanded in that depart.
ment,”

‘While Lord Cornwallis was thoes etrengthening him.
self, as & measure of precaution, if not of mafety, the
marquis de In Fayette took up a position near the
Chickahmany, a river which joins the James about six
miles from Wiliamshurgh. There he aweited patiently
the developerent of a plot to whick every successive
day guve additional interest ; nor was he condemped to
endure long the sgony of suspense. Om the 8d of
Augnnnpawerfull?rmdlﬂeet,nnderthewuntﬁe
Grasee, entered the Chesapeske, a pertion of which
meeededimtmtlyiobloekupthechmnelofthe
York River, while the rest, after sending 3000 men to
succour the American army, kept watch at the entrance
of the bay. La Fayette felt himself po Iinger com-
pelled to treat his adversary with undue respect. He
broke up his camp as soon as the French division joined
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him, snd sdvanced in high spirits as far es Williama.

At this eventfal crisis in his fate, when his water
communications with New York were entirely cut off,
and repested rumours warned him of the approach of
a gtill more formidable enemy by land, it was suggested
to Iord Cornwallis that the best hope of safety for
himself and hie gallant army lay in an immediate re-
sumption of the offensive. As yet the American forces
were 88 little superior in numbers, as they were in-
ferior in point of discipline to his own ; for the troops
under Ls Fayette could not cxceed 7000 men, of
whom a considerable poriion were militia. To have
attacked him boldly in his position, and compelied him
to give battle, mizht have been productive of the
happiest results; for a decisive victory would have
deranged the whole of Washington’s plans, and even
partial succesa must have considerably impeded them.
Unfortunately, however, Lord Cornwellis was inducedl
to zeject the proposal, chiefly in consequence of the
receipt of a communication frore New York, in which
sir Henry Clinton assured him of ample support, so
soon as admiral Digby, who had long been expected,
should arrive upon the cosst, JTustead, therelore, of
striking at La Fayede, he contented himself with con-
tinuing his preparations for defence, which were carried
on with sl the zeal and diligence that & sense of im-
pending d is apt to create.

Thesarn?vgfrof g British flect at the mouth of the
Chesspeake, snd an indecisive action between admirs
Graves and the count de Graase, served but to elevate
for a brief space, and to no purpase, the hopes of lord
Cornwallis and his army. Though scarcely defeated,
the English failed in foreing the navigation of the bay,
which the arrival soon afterwards of De Barras's aquad-
ron rendered impracticable ; while every hour brought
in fresh assurances that Washington was in rapid march
towards the south by the Elk River and Baltimore.

VOL. OT. n
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Comwallie becarme seriously alarmed. He wrote
earnestly and often, entreating that an effort would be
made, either by a diversion upon Philedelphis, or =
direct attack on the French fleet to suceour him from
New York ; and though cheered from time to time by
promises of support, his apprehensiona appear to have
prevailed over the momentary satisfaction which their
perusal created. Once more he began to meditate the
adoption of a measure, bold perhapa, but under existing
circumatances not unjustifiable ; which, had he en.
tered upon it at once, would have largely increased his
personsl reputation, even if it had feiled in gaving a
valuable portion of his veweran army. The acheme in
question involved the evacuation of Yorktown, and an
overlend retreat with the most active of his infantry
and cavalry, either upon New York or South Carolina ;
s mancuvre difficolt indeed, and not to be accom-
plished without great danger and privation, yet perfeetly
within the reach of human execution.

In the correspondence which he published soon after
hiz retwrn to Englend relative to the conduct of the
campaign of 1781, lord Cornwsllis states that he was
withheld from carrying this project into effect polely by
the repested assurances of rellef which he received from
sir Henry Clinton. 'We are of course bound to give full
credence 0 an aseertion thus solemnly made, yet is it
difficult to believe that the writer could have been so
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dangere, and trusting fo the chapter of accidents for

deliverance.

But if we are compelled to speak thus hershly of the
resolution to which lord Cornwallis esme, much more
does his conduct, after the storm burst uwpon him, de.
serve our ungualified cemmure. On the 14th of Sep-
tember general Washington arrived at Williamsburgh,
whither his troops, both French and Americen, followed
with al] practicable speed ; and on the 28th lord Corn-
wallis's pickets were driven in. Still the enemy had
gained no importent adventage, for the outer chain of
worke remained untouched, and Washington, though
be closely reconnoitred, secmed but little disposed to
assail it. By what infatustion ewayed we carmot pre-
tend to say, lord Cornwallis suddenly made np his
mind to evacuate that line. He recelved another des
spaich from New York, became more snd more anxiouns
to husband his resources, end imagining that the de-
fence of one pogition would prove lesa harassing to his
people than the defence of two, he came to the ill.ad-
vised resolution of withdrawing within the town. This
he accomplished the evening of the 29th, and on the
following morning the ground, with all the redoubts and
hreastworks, wpon the erection of which s0 much labour
had been bestowed, was occupled, without the low of a
man, by the Americans.

It is not worth while to describe in detail the pro-
gress of & piege which exhihited very few traces of
daring or enterprise on the one side, and little more
than ordinary skill and resolution on the other. Encugh
is done when we state that Washington closing up the
captared fléches in the rear converted them into re-
doubts and places of arms for his own toops, while
Cornwallis continmed to add to his defences, maintain.
ing at the ssme time & somewhat looss and
cannonade upon such working parties from the enemy's
army s8 exposed themselves. In like manner an at.
texapt was made to injure or destroy the enemy’a block-
ndinguqudronbysendinggomﬁm.-hips;mdm.

]
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and once only, a sortie took place. But the sorte,
though it gave an opportunity for the display of much
pereonal valour, neither led nor could poseibly lead to
any beneficisl result, and the attempt upon the fleet
wholly failed, through the iinprudence or want of self.
posseseion among those enguged in it  Every day,
however, brought the conclusion of the drama nearer,
and rendered its nalure more and more inevitable. On
the night of the Gth of October the first parallel was
completed, and on the Oth the batteries opened their
fire, Againet these it was soon found that the un-
finjshed works of Yorkiown afforded iery imperfect
shelter, for the guna in the ramparts were one after
another dismounted, aud men perished behind the pa-
rupets of loose carth. On the side of Gloucester, too,
the investment had been already completed, a body of
8500 men, under general Choisé, driving in the pickets,
ang cutting off all comvunication with the open country:
but it was not till the 14th that eny attempt was
made to strailen Cornwallis by assaulting his outworks,
That night, however, a couple of redoubte were stormed,
which covered the left flank of the British entrench-
ments ; and both being catried, in spite of a pellant re.
sistance, all hope, even of a protracied defence, was
sbandoned. 1t was now, when driven to his last
resource, that Cornwallis determined on that measure of
retreat, which, if attempted at an estlier stage in the
operation, might have been successfully sccomplished,
He made up his mind to force & passage through Chei-
#é’s linen, end with the élite of the garrizon, 3000 men,
cut his way to New York ; and be mude his ealculations
8o accurstely that the chances were at lesst equal,
whether, even now, the attempt might not bave sne-
ceeded. But, after half of the troops destined for this
service had been ferried across, s violent storm arose,
which, dispersing the boats, rendered it impossible to
complete that night srrangements which could scarcely
be deferred till the morrow. The consequence was,
thet matters were brought back, as neerly as possible,
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to the stete in which they had been previously o the
commencement of the move, and men looked forward
in sullen and silent despeir to the fulure.

Thus circumstanced, lord Cornwillis came to the
mortifying resolution of opening a communication with
‘Washington, with s view to capitulate, On the 17th 2
flag was sent out, and terms, such a& the British general
imagined that he had a right to demand, were proposed ;
but they were zecepted only in part. Washington would
not consent to grant to the gerrison of ¥orktown other
honcurs than those which the garrizon of Charlestown
bad received; and to these, 2a his case hed now be.
come abaclutely desperate, Cornwallis wus compelled to
gubmit. On the 18th of October, something less than
7000 British troops laid down their arme, in the pre-
sence of 16,000 French and Americans, while York,
with its artillery and stores, &s well as the shipping in
the harbour passed, the former into the possession of
the congress, the laiter into that of the king of France,

Among other stipulationa entcred into at the sur-
render of Yorktown it wes agreed, that while the
British troops remsined prisoners in Virginia, in charge
of a certain number of their own officers, the remainder,
including the commender.in-chief, should be at liberty
to depart on parol, whithersoever buginess or inclination
might draw them, Taking advantage of this privilege,
lord Cornwallis, 8o soon as he sew the terms of the
capitolation in progress of fulfilment, took ship for
New Yotrk, where, in no very epviable state of mind,
he passed the winter ; and whence, early in the spring
of 1782, he set sail for England, with ihe avowed in-
tention of vindiesting his own conduct during the
campaign., There in litlle gratification — it may be
queationed whether there is much of instruction — to
be derived from the perusal of controversial pamphlets,
compased under the influence of angry pessions, and
designed a8 much to inculpate others, as to defend the
reputation of the writers. We sbetain, therefore, from
making any reference to those with which both the

u3
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and their adherents thought fit, at this time,
to favour the public, as an appendix to the disclosures
whick a parlismentary enquiry into their proceedings
unavoidshly celled forth, Qur purpese is sufficiently
antwered, when we state, that, sccording to the showing
of all parties, & good deal of blame attaches both to
gir Henry Clinton and lord Cornwallis ; between whom
there does not appear to have existed that good feel-
ing and personsl amity, without which it is acarcely
possible that men can sct happily together, either in
politics or in war, As tp other matters, they tock the
turn here, which they will be found to take in almost
gll disputes of the kind. The friends and purtigans
of the general-in-chief asgerted that hix case was made
out to their perfect satisfaction, the admirers of lord
Cornwallis contended that hia vindication was complete.
There oceur no events in the persons! history of lerd
Cornwallis between the years 1782 and 1786, of which
hie military biographer is reguired to take any especial
notice. It was, at least to him, & period of profound
pesace, which he spent as he had dome other and similyr
seasons ; — partly by an attendance on his duties in par-
liament — partly in the enjoyment of his family and
friends. But the favour of his sovereign, the partiality
of the minister, and bis own well.earned reputation as
& soldier and a statesman, pointed hiyw ont as & man
upon whose further exertions his country had etrong
clatms. Nor did sny great while elapae ere an appro-
priate field presented itself, on which his abilities might
be exercised to the advantage of the commonwealth,
The refusal of lord Macartney to act as governor-
general of Bengsl, except on terms which the minister
deemed it inexpedient to grant, kept that high and re-
sponsible office vacant ; and lord Cornwallis was, in the
month of Febroary, 1786, called upon, with the full
senction of all interested in the welfare of Indis, to
Al it.
We have little omoern in & work like the present
with the many complicated and troublesome detadls,
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in the adjustment of which the new governor-gensrsl
found occupation during a space of not lesa than four
years, Every reader of history must be sware, that jm-
mediately on his arrival at Caleutta, in September, 1786,
lord Cornwallia found himself invalved in negotiations
with the nabob of Qude, the nizam, and other native
powers; and that he brought them to & satisfactory
issue only by the exercise of that decision which formed
a prominent feature in his intellectnal character. But
the means by which he was enabled to avoid an open Tup-
ture with the nizem, led to a breach with another and a
much more formidable potentate, — between whom and
the English the seeds of discontent had been so long
sown, that it needed very little provocation on either
side to bring them to maturity. We allode now to
Tippoo Bultan, the sovereign of Mysore, who inherited
from his father Hyder Ally, an unconquerable detest-
ation of the Englich nation.

The omission of Tippoo’s name from the liat of
native powers, with whom the Company were publicly
stated to be on terme of alliance, sufficed to rouse the
jealousy of that jrritable prince, who had long medi-
tated the subjugation of the principality of Travancore,
a petty state, towards which the government of Madras
was bound by tieg of the strictest smity. Believing
that he stood abeolved, by the omisdion just alluded to,
from the obligations which had hitherto restrained him
from ssserting, by force of arms, his right to a disputed
portion of territory, Tippoo, in the spring of 1780,
burst into Travancore; and though at first repulsed,
sueceeded in earrying the lines of Cranganore by-ssseult,
in the presence of an English brigade, which offored no
oppotition to the movement. The inevitable conse-
quence was, & declarstion of war on the part of
pupreme government, aa well as of thelr allies,
Mahrattas and the nizam of Decean.

It was the intention of lord Cornwallis, se soon
hostilities became inevitable, to proceed in person
Camnatie, for the purpose of placing himself at the

X4

g FF

EE



168 BRITIER MILITARY QOMMANDERS,

of the army. The arrival of general Meadows, how-
ever, to mecceed Mr. Holland as governor of Madres,
dndoced him to abanden that determination; and he
took, in consequence, no sctive pari in the campaign of
1790: yet were his exertions incessant, from first to
Inat, to supply the srmy with every thing requisite to
its efficiency, as well as to distress the common enemy,
by alarming him on all sides, while the promptitude
with which he geve orders for the euspension even of
the ordinary investments to Englend, deserves the
highest praise.  All, however, availed not. ‘The cam-
psign of 1790, though both harsssing and expensive,
produced no visible effect upon the aspect of the war ;
and hence Cornwallie, returning to his original deter-
mination, set sail &z Caleutte, in order to assume in
person the direction of the army.

On the 12th of December, 1790, the governor-general
landed 2t Madras, snd on the 27th of Janmary joined
the army, which he had instructed general Meadows to
assemble at Velout. Here the iroops were passed in
review ; the carringes and baggage animals inepected,
ahd other steps taken preliminary to more active oper.
tions ; after which, a plan of campaign essentially dif.
ferent from that on which his predecessor had acted,
was congidered and arranged. A few words will maffice
to convey to the mind of the resder a sufficiently ac-
curate ides of the new dispositions.

There were two lines, by one or cther of which the
British army might advance into Mysore ; = nsmely,
that through the southern peases, which, thongh remote,
would lead directly upon Seringepatam ; or the nearer
and more diffienlt route, which condnets by way of Vel.
lore and Amboor wpon Bangalore, After giving to the
mbjeetfhefn]lesteunmdermon lord Cornwallis deter-
mined on adopting the latier course, being instigated
chiefly by his disinclination to separate too far from his
depits et Madras. He was not nnaware that in choos-
ing this line, he laid himaelf nnder the necessity of re-
dncing Bangalore, a place second in paint of> strength,
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as well as of imporiance to Beringapatam alone ; and he
knew that the obatacles opposed to such an enterprise,
would derive great addiiional force from the remoteness
of any point caleulsted to support & magezine, from
which the wants of the hesieging army might be sap-
plied. Nevertheless, the evils stiending a double siege,
even under such cirenmstances, appeared less formidable
than those arising from a lotal shandonment of his
commuuications ; and he accordingly, on the merning
of February the 8th, put his army in motion, and ad-
vanced on the great road towards Vellore,

‘While the British general was thus edjusting his plans,
Tippoo, encouraged, in part by the prospect of a French
alliance, — in part, believing that the English wonld
not venture to approach Mysore, so long as he held &
footing in Carnatic, vetained the position at Gingee,
which, at the close of the preceding campaign, he had
taken up. The direction of Cornwallia’s march, how-
ever, dispelled the laiter illusion ; and Le made haste,
a8 far as might be, to retrieve his error, by ascending,
with great celerity, the nasses of Changama and Policode,
and igsuing orders that Bangelore should be put in g
poeture of defence. But no serious obstacles were op-
posed to the progress of the British army. A trifling
skirmish or two alone made the advanced patrqls aware
that they were moving through an enemy’s country,
whose remiesness in leaving ungusrded a series of de-
fensible posts was ea much 2 subject of surprise as of
congratuletion. “Except by these, however, and by the
demonsiration of an attzck upon the beggage, Tippoo
exhibited little trace of thst vigour in opposing lord
Cerowallis, which he had displayed in his contest with
Meadows. On the 5th of March, an encampment was
secordingly formed within 1000 yards of the pettah of
Bangalore ; and the outposts belng driven in, arrange.
ments were immediately made to preuthedegewith
the greatest possible diligence.

Desirous as he had shown himse} to avoid a rencon-
tre with ‘the Eaoglish, Tippoo was fully sensible of the
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importance of Bangalore ; and gave proof that he would
not abandon it, to maintain alone and unassiated, the
chances of an obviouely unequsl struggle. He esta-
blished his camp st a short distance from the town,
amid ravines and other spots difficult of access, whetice
he kept up a constant communication with the garri.
fAon, so &8 to throw in frequent reliefs both of men and
atores. The effect of this srrangement was to cast
perions impediments in the way of the hesiegers, who
were compelled to cover even the first reconnoissance of
their engineers with a powerful escort of cavalry. Nor
waa this all. An affsir of horse, In which the English .
proved eminently successful, led to & more perious en-
counter between the covering party and the Myscreans,
in which the former sustained a heavy loss, chiefly
through their own impmdence and over excitement.
Neverthelegs, the progresa of the siege was not for o
moment interrupted. On the Tth, the petizsh was
storrned, and, after an obetinste resistance, carried,
when batteries being thrown up, so as to command and
overpowey the citadel, a heavy fire was opened apon ita
defencea

Tippoo made more than one effort to retard the ad-
vances of the asaailants ; by demonstrating with hiswhole
army, and occasionally enfilading the camp from certain
hollow ways, where his canmon could act in comparative
eafety. Lord Cornwallis was ever ready to meet and to
repel these annoyances, without, however, for an instant
suspending the laboura of his artillery; by whose in.
defatigable exertions a breach on the 20th was effected.
Orders were immediately izmmed to prepare for the es-
gault, which an sttempt on the part of Tippoo to recover
the pettah scazcely interrupted, and on the night of the
21st that decigive blow was struck with perfect success,
snd comparatively litdle difficulty. The fort wan carried
at the very moment when s corps of 5000 men from
Tippoo's cemp were on the march to assist in repelling
the expected storm.

Snccesaful 28 he had hitherto been, the losses sustained
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by lord Cornwallis, particularly in bullocks and other
beasts of burden, was such as materially to cramp his
operations, and interfere with his plana. He looked,
moreover, to be joined, about this time, by a numerous
body of the nizam’s troopa, who, penetrating by a dif.
ferent route, had agreed to meet him &8 near sa pos-
sible to the walls of Bangalore. Nevertheless, though
anxious to cbtein some intelligence of his allies, and un-
willing that Tippoo should find leisure to recover from
his alarm, he found it impossible to advance, even
reinforced from the rear, earlier than the 28th
of February. It so happened, thet the Mysoreans, hav.
ing struck their tents on the ssme day, began to move
in # ling dfagons! to that pursued by the British; and
the two armies meeting crossed one another, not with-
out 2 emart and spirited skirmish : yet the enemy, as if
awaze of their weakness, mancenvred to evoid a general
action, They defiled rapidly scross Cornwallis'’s front,
and 4owning into a road which ran parallel with that
which he was pursuing, obeerved, without committing
themselves, his future movements,

‘We have alluded to the promised junction of a body
of the nizam’s troops, and to the anxiety which lord
Comwallis experienced lest any aceident should occur
to prevent the accomplishment of an cbject, perhaps
somewhat too highly esteemed. His present movement,
indeed, had but the single object in view of clearing the
approaches for his allies ; and, though undertaken with
a portion only of the army, it answered the purpose.
On the 12th, 14,000 0f the nizam's cavalry came in—
but sach cavalry! Instead of facilitating, they re-
ricusly impeded every subsequent operation, being per-
fectly useless, even as 8 means of obtaining intelligence ;
for the respect in which they held the Mysoresns was
such, that they never accounted themaelves safe, exoept
in the midst of the British camp. As yet, however,
lord Cornwallis knew nothing of their timidity, or law-
lessness, #0 he returned, well pleased with the success of
his demonstration, to Bangalore,
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During this movement, and, indeed, for three weeks
afterwards, strong detachments were conetantly em-
ployed in bringing up from Amboor, and colleciing in
the disiricta round, bullocks rnd other animals, for the
transport of siores. It was not, however, till the 4th of
May that such a train was brought together as couid,
in any degree, autharise the commencement of 8 forward
movement ; and, even then, the commander in chief
waa laid under the painful necessity of appealing to the
_ patriotism and good feeling of individuals. Happily it

was not made in vain :—* almost every officer,” says
an eye_witness, ** carried, at his own expense, two or
three bullock loads of shot and shells ; and the nizam’s
troops alone transporied 5800 Iba. of shot.”®

Prior to the commencemcnt of his campaign in My.
sore, lord Cornwallia had arranged with general Aber-
crombie, the commander of the forees at Bombay, that
he should invade Tippoo’s terrilories from the side of
Malaber, s0 as Lo uniie with him #n his intended opea
rations againgt Seringapatam. Abererombie had faith.
fully obeyed his instruciions; aund was now, s his
Beouts gave notice, in porition at Periapatam, where, be.
gides being master of a considereble battering train,
he had collected and leid up extensive magazines of
rice. It was a main object of the present sdvance to
open a communicetion with Abercrombie, to whom all
departmenis now looked for the sepply of their decply.
felt deflicioncies ; while, at the same time, the hope was
entertained, thet by the rapidily and bappy choice of
their marches, the country through whick they were
about to pass, might be made to support them from
day to day. But in the latter of these anticipstions
both lord Cornwallis and his followers were deceived.
Tippoo was too active even for their lightest patrols, and
made a desert of the provinces, for miles, on either flank
of the column as it moved forward.

The privations endured both by the British and ns.
tive troops were very grest, and the patience with which

* B¢ Thomar Munra
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they bore them was exemplary ; for the horses and Tml.
locks died by hundreds on the road, and provisions be-
came hourly more exhansted. At last, however, they
reached Arkary, a place on the bank of the Cavery,
whence the towers and battlements of Seringapatam
could be seen, regring themselves proudly above the
rockn end hills, that give a character to the island on
which the city stands, Comwallis found thet the My.
soreans, in anticipation of this move, had seized a strong
position in edvance of the river, where they evinced a
determination of mensuring themselves with him, should
he endeavour to foree a passage by the ford. He did
not decline the offered engagement, bui halting for the
night, on the ground which he already occupied, issued
orders for an atteck three houra hefore dawn, on the
following morning, '
In the action, which followeil, though evidently cne
of experiment slone, both Tippoo and his troops be-
haved with singular gallantry, maintaining their ground
with a degree of steadiness which would have done ne
dishonour to Envopeans, and bringing cavalry as well
as infaniry into play with the beat effzet, © Tippoo,”
says the same autherity to whom we referred a short
time ago, *“ had not more than 3000 horse in the field ;
he himzelf showed muoch judgment and decision in taking
up his posiiions. This was to be expected from his
character ; but the conduct of his infantry excited much
surprise ; —they, stood the fire of musketry often till
our troops were within a few yards of them ; they de.
fended every poat; they rallied wherever the ground
was favoursble; and when at last driven from the feld
they retreated without confusion,” Al their gallantry
and devotion failed, however, to counteract the effects
of superior discipline and inielligence. Their left being
broken, after & severe contest, their whole position be-
came exposed, and they were compelled to fall back with
gn-.tt precipitation behind the river.
gratifying to the feelings of those engaged,
the victory of the 14th of May brought with it no per.
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manent benefits to the army, The westher was, by
this time, entirely broken ; the rogds, trampled into the
consistency of mud, became all but impessable ; and the
bullocks and horses died by hundreds every day. To
have commenced, under these cireumstances, the siege
of 8 large and populous town, garriscned, not by a de.
tachment, but by the whole military force of a king-
dom, would have savoured of madness ; more especially
a3 the gtock of provisions, scanty from the first, hegan
rapidly to fail, Lord Comwallis, therefore, though ex-
ceedingly distreseed st the necessity, made up his mind
to fall back, and sent orders to general Abercrombie that
he, in like manner, shonld retire, expeditiously bumt
without confusion, from hie encampment at Periapatam,
Meanwhile he himself made such preparations as the
state of the case seemed to require. The battering train,
which with infinite labour he had brought up, was de-
stroyed ; the ppare powder was cast into wella, the shot
buried, snd the stores committed to the flames ; after
which the troops, encumbered only with a alender stock
of Becessaries, scarcely adequate to forty—eight hours'
consumption, commenced their ynwilling retreat,

If the men had suffered considerably during the ed-
vance upon Seringapatam, the privations which they
endured, while prosecuting their retrogression, far sur.
passed, any thing to which they bad previcusly been
subject. They were not eompelled indeed to cutmazch
their physical powers—hecause it was neoessary to
cover the removal of the hospital, and the means of
transporting even that were seanty ; but of provisions
the scarcity was awful ; and, but for the opportune ar-
rival of & sapply, when all hope of a supply had been
abandoned, consequences the most serions might have
wcrued. 'We have spoken of the allisnce which lord
Cornwallls had contracted with the chiefs of the Mah-
ratta nation, and of the alacrity with which these free-
booters engaged to co-operate in the invasion of Mysore.
Yniil they heard of the successes of the English, how-
ever, they had, with their seoustomed duplicity, kept
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aloof, and they pushed forward st last only under the
expectation of sharing in the spoils of Seringepatam.
But though they arrived too late to render assistance in
an enferprise undertaken with undue precipitancy, and
thenee impracticable, they came in excellent time to re-
lieve the distresses of the half famished soldiers, with
whom they opened a communication on the second day
after the retreat was begun, and the miseries of absclute
destitution were beginning to stare them in the face.
Happily, the Mahrattas brought with them both grain
and bullocks, which, with characteristic activity, they
had glesned on every march ; and the exorbitant prices
which they required for both were afforded without a
murmur by men, whose very existence may be eaid to
have hung in the balance. .

Notwithstanding the ebortive issue of itz closing
seene, the regults of this campaign were, upon the
whole, exceedingly favourable to the interests of the
English, The extreme severity of weather which had
destroyed lord Cornwallis’s cavalry and draught cattle,
was experienced in an equal degree by Tippoe, whose
immediate loeses, perhapa, fell short of those of the
invaders, but whose means of recruiting had become
greatly less available. In former times the Mysorean
was accustomed to draw his supplies of cavalry horses
chiefly from the countries of the nizam, and the Mzh.
rattas, hoth of which, by the progress of the war, were
shut againat hinf, while his brood mares, on which also
he had to a certain degree depended, were fallen into
the hands of the enemy. His infentry again, if lesa
disorganised than the cavalry, wax & good deal dimin-
ished in number, while it eppeared next to impoesible
that he could be shle to recruit. He no longer com.
manded the resources of the kingdom, of which all,
except a narrow belt of territory, immediately surround.
ing the capital, was overrun, and even that belt had
suffered more than the nenal visitations of war, being
swept of its very inhabitants, It is true that here and
there a strong hold was still gerrizoned in his name;
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and that provinces, both fertile and populous, obeyed
the edicts of his deputics ; but almost all of these were
50 far removed from the seat of war as to contribute in
no perceptible degree Lo his strongth as a belligerent.
The retreat of the English, therefore, left him powerless
for offinsive warfare, to prosecute which, both maoral
energy and physical force were wanting ; while hia chief
hope for defence lay not mere in the strength of Serin.
gapatam than in the possible exhaustion and poverty of
the army which threatened it.

Whatever confidence Tippoo might have been in-
duced to repose in the laiter of these contingencies, the
progress of events spon gerved to dispel.  There was no
lack of energy nor any deficiency of power either in the
British commander, or in ihe atate whose reapurces he
wielded. Lord Cornwallis strained every nerve to re-
cruit the losses of the army, and to supply those defl-
ciencies under which it had hitherto laboured, as well
by calling forth the latent resources of the country, as
by exercising an unusual but necessary control over the
company’s revenues, On the one hand he opened,
through the agency of captain Read, a negotistion with
the Brinjoerries, a caste of travelhng merchants, who de.
rive a profitable trade by supplying the armien of the
native princes with grain. On the other, he directed
that the China ships should be stripped of their trea-
aure, and elephants, cattle, and carriages hought, and
forwarded from Madras, Nor was he totally regardless
of military cperations. Seversl forts, important on ac-
count of their situation 2s commanding the passesthrough
the Ghauts, not previously opened, were reduced;
while both the Mahrattas and the nizam were encour-
aged to straiten the enemy's limits by overrunping the
distrieta, hitherto spared, and cutting off such garrisons
as they found themselves competent to molest.

Bo passed the summer of 1791, during which Tippeo
made an jneffectuncl attempt to negotinte a peace ; wnd
in the month of Beptember his preliminary sxrenge-
ments beicg complete, lord Cornwalliz once more took
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the fleld. He opened the campaign by laying siege in
succesaion to various strong hill forta which steod in
the line of his proposed march, and threatened to in.
commode his communications, These, including the
formidahle posts of Nundydroog and Penagre, Savan-
droog and Ostradroog, were one after amother taken,
some by capitulation, others by assault, and not a few
by the treachery or cowardice of their commanders.
Keameghery, however, a fortresa inferior in peint of
importance to none, still owed allegiance to the govern-
ment of Tippoo; nor could all the efforta of colonel
Maxwell, who, with his brigade, marched egainst it,
induce the garrison to submit. Nevertheless, enough
was done to render secure and easy the progress of the
Brinjarriea from peint to point, ss well a8 to facilitate
the approach of convoya from the coast, of which the
lagt and greatest reached Bangalore in safety on the 2d
of January, 1792.

Having thus removed every obstacle to the last
grand push, lord Cornwallis reviewed his army at Os.
tradroog on the 31st, and on the 1st of February set
forward in three parallel columns towards Seringwpatam.
The right which moved nearest to the enemy consisted
entirely of infantry and field-pieces ; the left was com,
pased of light carts, officers’ baggege, end camp fol-
lowera ; while the centre comprehended all the hattering
train, tamhrels, heavy waggons, bullocks, and elephants
attached to the afmy. A space of little more than 100
yarde sepazated esch of these columns the one from the
other, and the whole were preceded end covered on
either flank by the cavalry and sharpshooters.

Simultanecus with the udvance of the main body
under Cornwallis were the movements of Abereromby’s
corps from Malsbar, and of the hordes, for they scarcely
deserve the appellstion of armies, of the nizam and the
Mahrattas, 1t augured badly of the rtrength or courage
of the Mysoreans, that they offered to these complex
manceuyres "o serivus opposition. In front of Corn-
wallis, indead, they showed only an oceasional squadron
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of horse, which hovered along the line of march, and
threatened the baggage, but which invariably dis.
as often as a disposition was made to inter-
or force it to give battle. Thus, without being
upon to fire & shot, or to surmount any other
betacles than those arising out of the abeolute devast-
of the ecountry, the British arrived, for the second
on the banks of the Cavery, whence the battle-
ments of Seringepatam were once more descried, brist.
ling with caonon, and garrisoned by not less than
45,600 men.

ingspatam, the capital of Mysore, is situated on
an igland in the Cavery, which measures about four

!
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fordable at several points; tut the fords were at this
time covered by entrenchments, which Tippoo, under
the direction of French engineers, had thrown wp as an
outer line of defence for the city. That line which ex-
tended about four miles from one flank to the cther
rested ita right upon & hill called the Pagods Hill. The
left leaned upon the river ; & broad deep nullah or tank,
skirted along its inner edge with thorns and aloes,
covered the front; fnrthelinetrmpua]lelm:hﬂ:e
hedge,nndembrwedatmmﬁentdishnmtbeone
from the other eight field forts, each of which possessed
a double ditch, a glacis, & covered way, and 8 winding
sortie. Thuawempechvelyupable of containing
from 500 to 600 men, and were armed with guns of &
wide calilre, which varied in number from ten to twenty.
Finally,iheleﬂofthisfwmidﬂﬂepodﬁm,bu{den
tieing supported by a redonht, was rendered seeure by
the proximity of an impasaable awamp: the resr wes
Protected by the river ; and the whole, with the excep-
dnnoftheexiremenght,hyexpmed to the fire of all
the gons mommted in the citadel.

The eoluinne were no sooner halted, and the enamy’s
duponﬁmunnined,thm]demnIludupudud
instractions to his more remote divions to close in



OHARLES MARGUIS CORNWALLIE. 179

upon the southern branch of the siveam, while the
nisgam corps should take ground, o a8 to communjcate
both with them and the mein body. In the mean
while he himself determined to try the effect of & ge-
neral sttack upon Tippoo’s lines, with the view of driving
him back upon the island, gaining poseesaion of the
fords, and so completing, with as little delay 2a posaible,
the investment of the place. Orders were accordingly
passed, with due caution from brigede to brigade, that
the troops should assemble under arms, in three dis-
tinct columns, et nine o'clock on the evening of the 6th.
Neither the tents nor the cannon were, however, to
quit thelr ground, inggmuch as the latter would he use-
less in the dark, and the act of striking the former
would inevitably excite suspicion ; whereas it formed 2
main feature in the general’s plan to take the suitan by
surprize, and to gain, if posaible, » footing within his
works, ere & shot should have been fired, Never were
orders more faithfully or regularly obeyed. ‘The

stood to their arms silently, yet in the highest spirits,
end formed their columns of attack with a degree of
calmness which augured well for the futore proceedings
of the night. To the first, under general Mesdows,
which consisted of his Majesty’s 36th and 76th regi-
ments, of the Bengal brigade, and a battalion of sepoys,
it wan given in charge to turn the enemy’s left. The
second, composed of the 524, Tlst, and T4th British
regiments, of the 4th Bengal, and the 2d and 21st coast
battalions, had it in charge, under the guidanes of co-
lonel Stuart, to force the enemy’s centre, and to

themnelves of all his worka as far as the Pagoda Hill on
the extreme right; while the third, led on by colonsl
Maxwell, and made up of the 72d regiment, the fifth
¢oast brigade, and one battalion of sepoys, were directed
to carry, by assanlt, both the Pagoda Hill and the re-
dmbtwheh:;eredlt. Finnﬂ{ieash-ongogntyof
artilerymen lagcars, under orders of major
Montague, follawedhmarof;llfwthepurpmeof
turning the enemy’s guns upon themselves so soon 2s

2
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they should have been taken. Cornwallis himself took
post beside the second columm, though he left the ma.
negement of details as much s possible to colonel
Stnart.

Midnight was close at hand, and the moon full and
cloudless, when the troops, arranged as has been just
deseribed, reached, almost at the seme moment, their
regpective points of attack. The centre column passed the
nullah, and penetrated within the lines undiseovered,
when, finding no force drawn out to oppose them, they
advanced into the encmy’s camp, where all the tents
were standing. They arrived, indeed, at the royal pa-
vilion ere s eingle shot was fired, when, by direct orders
from the genersl, they broke up into three corps, ome
of which rested on its armas, while the remaining two
pasted onwards. The firat made a push for the river,
which it crossed near 2 redoubt, and friled io enter
along with the stream of fugitives only through the
celerity with which the gate wes closed. It then
wheeled to the right, penetrated through a Jong bazar

. gtreet, and, traversing the islend, arrived st another
ford, by means of which the communlcstion with the
southern country is kept up. ‘That, too, was defended
by & work on which & couple of guns were mounted,
and the garrison found time to discharge one of them ;
but the assailing party sprang forward with fixed
bayonets, and in a moment the redoubt was their own.
There they halted, having fairly cut through the middle
of the enemy's position, and established a commumi-
cetion from one hranch of the Cavery to the other,

The success which attended the operations of the
second party was not less signel nor less rapid. It, too,
passed the river, apd, turning to the left, swept the
whole of the bank, till it formed e junction with colonel
Maxwell’s co'lumn,whichhsd, fn Eke manner, carried

thus far withont meeting acrions opposition. Having
taken the river st a point where the bottom was rocky,
and the banke steep, he had lost some men by the
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enemy’s fire ere his landing was made good, and would
have, doubtless, suffered more peverely had not the ap-
proach of Stuart in their rear thrown the Mysoreans
into confusion. But the enemy, alarmed for their com-
munications, fled in great confusion, leaving, on the
right as well as in the centre, the assailants masters of
the camp.

‘While these things were passing in other quarters,
general Meadows advanced upon the enemy's left, where
he soon found himself in front of a strong redoubt, into
which the flower of Tippoo’s infaniry seemed to have
been thrown, The grenadiers of the S6th and 76th
regiments carried the covered way with the bayonet;
but, when attempting to enter the gorge, they were ra.
luted by a volley of grape and musketry, which eut
down the larger number, and compelled the survivors
to recoil, Thrice they renewed the attack, and thrice
were they driven back; but the eneny’'s ammunition
beginning to fail, a fourth asesult was hazarded with
better effect. The troops rushed, like madmen, within
the parspet, sud 350 Mywsoreans died upon their
bayonete. General Meadows immediately turned the
hesd of his columnp towards the centre, with the view
of opening a commnunication with lord Cornwallie ; but,
as he kept too near to the front of the carap, he pessed
the general in the rear, and halted at last only at the
Pagoda Hill, on the extreme right of the line,

The consequence of this mistake was to place, for a
while, lord Cornwallis in a situstion of imminent peril, of
whose column, broken up 28 we have related, only four
compeniea of Eurcpeans, snd as many of native in-
fantry, remained with the general. He was furiously
sttacked by the whole of the enemy"s left, which, ral.
lying after the loss of the hill, discovered hia weakness,
and endeavonred to overwhelm him ere asgistance could
arrive, Happily, the 52d regiment, which had pene-
trated into the island, and became detached from all
support, efter gallantly capturing four pieces of caimon,
gnddiupeningaverysnpu'i;r force, came up just as

)
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the firing begen. In re-cromsing the stream, the men
had migned the ford, by which accident their ammm.
nition became totally damaged ; but they soon supplied
themseives from a spare cask belonging to one of the
nDative ocorps, and now threw in & volley upon the
enemy’s flank, which completely disconcerted them,
They Ywoke and fled; upon which Cornwallia, ooen..
Pying one of the captured redoubts with & few com_
panies, filed off towards the Pagods Hill, snd united
himself to Meadows.

So ended the business of the night; end on the
morrow it was found that the field-forts covering hoth
flanks of the enemy’s poeition had fallen, and that the
assailants were in possession of a line which stretched
completely acros¢ the igland. The redoubts in the
centre of the Mysorean eamp still, however, held ont,
whilat that into which Cornwallis had thrown a gur-
rison lay 8o directly under the fire of the town, that to
reinforce it was impracticable. Ita defence, therefore,
reated entirely with the brave men to whom it had been
committed, and nobly they realised the expectations
which the general had formed. Though exposed to &

between mmrise and sunset, besides being alarmed
threat of & third effort during the night; but
" the night passed by in perfect quiet, and the morrow
brought with it no symptoms of = renewal of the strife.
80 far gvery thing had sorrespended to lord Corn-
wallin's mont ardent wiches, His loss in the late action

anotmted to more than 585 roen killed and
wounded, while that of Tippoo, inclusive of deserters
and prisoners, fell not short of 14,000. That the

usnal effect of success, moreover, had been, &t least,
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commensurate with its physical advantages, the arrval
in camp of certsin British officers, whom the gultan, in
defisnce of a capitulation, had long detained in cap-
tivity, abundantly proved. Nevertheless, the British
general relaxed not in his exertions for a moment,
General Abercromby, whom the tardy movements of
the Hydemsbad and Mehraita contingents, had pre-
vented from taking wp the ground originally rarked out
for him, waa directed to psass over to the north of the
Cavery, and there to establish himeelf in a common
camp with Jord Cornwallis’s corps. It was to no pur-
pose that Tippoo etrove, first, by threatening the bag-
gage, and, latterly, by menscing the colamn, to hinder
the execution of this manceuvre: Abercromby made
good his progress ; and the united armies devoted them-
selves to the construction of fascines, and the adjust-
ment of other matters preparatory to the commencement
of a siege. ,

A few days being spent in this menner, and parties
of horse sent out to hurry forward the tardy allies, lord
Cornwallis pushed, on the 18th, a detachment acrosa the
southern bank of the Cavery, and made himself manster of
the island on both eides, The troops employed in this
service displayed equal zeal and spirit ; penetrating into
the Mysorean camp, cutting ahout 100 men to pleces,
and drawing towards themselvea the undivided sttention
of Tippoo and his officers; indeed the movements of
the garrison gave ample proof that from that quarter
they apprehended that the final blow would come. Bt

were deceived. Cornwallis, taking advantage of

the false attack, broke ground in the night, opposite to

the northern front of the citadel, and completed, in

greatmeuure,huﬂmtpnnllelmdxyremmd.

contemplation of that work, as well as of the

of Abercromby, who drove in hie oum

snd eompleted the investment, affected Tippoo with

alarm. He saw that the siege was begum,

that the only aternative left was, cither to nbide
x4

C

Ea?§%



184 PRITISEH NMILITARY COMMANDERS.

Maue, or else to gvert it, by submission, while yet the
mesns were in his power.

Tippoo was obstinate and brave ; but neither his ob-
stinacy nor his courage ufficed to blind his judgment,
which sseured him that further resisiance would be
fruitless, Emissaries were accordingly sent out, with
whom lord Cornwallis readily agreed to treat, though
he intermitted not for 2 eingle hour the labours of the
siege, which was pushed with 20 much vigour that the
second parallel soon became complete, while fifty pieces
of cannon were mounted in the batteries, The scruples
both of Tippoo and of his vakeels gave way before ar-
gnment go convineing. A treaty was drawn up, which
deprived Tippoo of haif of his dominions ; his sons be-
came hosteges in the hands of the English commander;
and the troops were informed, in general orders,thu:
hostilities were at an end. As Tippoo, however, still
wavered, and exhibited a disposition to procrastinste, if
D0t 1o evade the falfilment of the treaty, the batteries
were once more armed, sand for the space of half a day
the camp sasumed all the bustle of remewed warlike
preparation. Nevertheless, the cloud soon passed away.
Tippoo sfiixed his name to the deed; and the ermy, after
receiving the warmest thanks of ite leader, &s well as
donations of six months" batts, broke up, and vetorned
by detnchments to the several points whence it had been
drawn.

With the changes which lord Cornwallin introduced
into the revenne and judicial systems of Bengal, as well
as with the general tone of his pelicy, botk foreign and
domestic, we have, in this place, no concern. Weo shall
not, therefore, pause to remark upon them, farther than
by obeerving, that they displayed, in &ll their parts,
marks of 4 lofty and generous mind, eager to promote
the welfire of the people of India, though wanting in
ﬂledegmeofbwledgemqnﬂhmmdummyinﬁo
effeot his own excellent intentions. In like manner, the
dispositions which were made during the progress of the
war with Tippoo to reduce the seitlement of Pandi.
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cherry, as they fell not within the immediate scope of
lord Cornwellis’s mansgement, are subjecte rather for
the pen of the general historizn than for thet of his
lordehip’s military biographer. Enough iz done when
we state, that the campaign of Mysore no sooner came
to a close than lord Cormwasllis hastened to Madras for
the purpose of destroying, by one bolld stroke, the re-
maing of French influence in the Carnatie. He fourd,
however, on his arrival, that the blow which he medi-
tated had been already given with effeet, and that
throughout the vast continent of India Grest Britain
glone, of all the European nations, maintained an atti-
tude of power. He therefore devoted s few months to
the settlement of certain civil affairs, in which the naboh
of the Carnatic and his creditors were concerned, after '
which he set gail, amid the regret of all ranks and classes
of men, for England.

The reception which awaited him both at court and
elsewhere corresponded to the value of the services which
ke had rendered to the East India Company in parti-
culer, and to his country ut large. From the directors
he received every mark of respect and gratitude, while,
in addition to the thanks of both houses of parlizment,
he was eleveted by his sovereign to the rank and style
of & marquis of the United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Ireland. This last event befell apon after his arrival
in London; for 4he letters patent by which the dignity
was conferred bear date the 18th of August, 1793,

From this period up to the menth of June, 1798,
there oceurred nothing in the public life of the marquis
Cornwallis which demands from us any particular notice.
Reposing, a8 it were, after the labonra of his Indian
warfare, he pasged his time chiefly in London, where,
being appointed master.general of the ordnance, he gave
to the king's government the support of his high cha.
racter and sober judgment. The condfjion of Ireland,
however, & prey to anarchy and misrule, and threatened
from day to day by an invasion from Frence, appeared
to demand st the head of its affairs an officer of talent
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and experience ; snd lord Cornwallis was, through no
soticitation on his part, nomineted to fill the office of
lord lientenant. He did not decline the ardnous task ;
but setting cnt from London early in June, arrived on
the 15th et the viceregal lodge in Dublin,

Lord Cornwallis found his province in that state of
feverish disquiet which naturelly sueceeds to the per~
petration of such atrocitica aa had recently been com-
mitted in many of the counties. The rebellion was,
indsed, suppressed, and of its chief inetigators many
were secured : but there prevailed, from one end of the
inland to the other, a resticss and excited temperament,
which threatened every moment to bring about & fresh
revolution, Jt was well known, moreover, that the
French were preparing two secret expeditions, one at
Rochefort, the other at Brest, which the reports of spies
represented as destined for the invasion of Ireland, and

The ordars which he had imsued for a fresh disposi-
tion of the troops were as yet but partially obeyed, when
Lord Cornwallie received intelligence that a French force,
consisting of 1260 rank and file, a lnrge proportion of
officers, and three pieces of camnon, had landed under
the comunand of genersl Hombert, on the shores of
Killala bay. This ocowrred on the 22d of August ; sad
day the enemy, after a trifling skirmish with
companies of yeomen, estahlished their hend-
in the town of Killsls, They lost no time in
proclamations, in which they called upon the
pecple to join them, assuring the rebels thet they
tat the advanced guard of & much more power-
But the particular quarter of Ireland, whither
or dewign had earried them, chanced to be bas
affected with the revolutionary spirit; and hence

L
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general Hombert's manifestoes failed in produclng the
effoct which he had enticipated from them, the people
contiuing, for the most part, inective, if nof impartsl
oheervers of the event,

Az goon ys these occurrences becarse kmown st Dublin,
the troopa distributed over the varions stations in Con.
naught were directed to concentrate; and lieutenant-ge-
neral Lake was sent down to Galway with instructions
to place himself at their head, At the same time lord
Cornwallis drew together  strong corps from Leinster,
which be directed to assemble at Athlone or Carrick
upon Shannon ; while Dublin, Wicklow, Wexford, Meath,
Kildare, and Louth, were overawed by the establishment
of numerous posts, communicating one with the other,
and cepable of affording mutual support. By these
Jjudicioun arrangements, whatever the spirit of disaffec-
tion might be, it was effectnally restrained in those
eountics, of which the strangest suspicions were enter.
tained, while a field force, of not lesa than 7000 men,
was rendered disposatle, and brought to bear, by different
routs, upon the enemy.

The firat encoanter which occurred between the French
and English troops redonnded very Little to the credit of
the latter. (ieneral Hutchinson’s brigade, which general
Lake bad joined the evening before, threw itself, on
the 27th, between the enemy and Castlebar, and thongh
considerably superior in point of numbers, sustained &
total defeat. The yeomanry companies, of which it was
principally composed, fled, indeed, as soon as attacked ;
mdnotafewdtbeloldlmhelonpngwthehngford
and Kilkenny militias, pessed over to the republicans.
Eltillﬂtewlm people appesred diffident ofmm:t..
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to molest him till such a foree should have been drawn
together a8 would render all hope of succeesful resist-
ence visionary.

The British army lay at this time in two grand divi-
gionu, one under genersl Lake at Tuam, the other, of
which Jord Cornwallis was at the head, in Athlone. Be.
sides these, there were certain lesser detachments, such
a8 4 body of 2000 men under general Taylor st Boyles ;
enother, ebout 500 strong, under sir Thomas Chapman,
at French Park, and a battalion or & few companjes,
scattered over various points, wherever the apprehension
of a popular movement demanded their presence. But
the period had arrived when longer to abstain from
bringing snatters to an issue would have argued not
caly a lack of eonrage but of prudence. Rumoure were
sfloat of the sailing of the Brest squadron, Dublin was
stated to be on the eve of an insurrection ; end i was
confidently asserted that numerous bands of rebels were
moving from Ballinarobe to Clare, and from the western
ahd most mountsinous parta of Mayo. It became an
act of policy to strike at general Hombert ere he should
be supparted from one or all of these quarters, and his
little corpe awelled, as it would in that case be, into
really formidahle army.

On the 30th of August, head-quarters were trane-
ferred to Ballinamore, patrols being pushed forward as
far aa Ballinerobe, about six miles from Hollymonnt.
On the 1st of September & camp was formed at Knock.
hill ; aud on the 2d, lord Cornwellis arrived at Tuam,
where he was joined by two additional regiments.
From thiz point, general Lake was detached to French
Park, where general Taylor was directed to join him ;
and dispositions were made at once to straighten the
enemy's left, and to cover the roads leading towsrds
the 8hannon. The Sd heving been devoted to the
completion of these srrangements, Cornwallis advanced
on the 4th as far as Hollymount, with the intention of
sttacking next day the fortified position which the
enemy were exid to have assumed at Castlebar. But
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the information received that evening, confirmed as it
was by the reports of his own patrols, led to a totally
new disposition. Hombert had, it sppeared, filed off
to his lefi; and though the exaet route which he had
taken could not be immediately sscertained, the dawn
of day found the Britigh troope in rapid march towards

Bellinharmis,

While moving on this ling, an orderly from general
Lzke brought intelligence that the enemy were marching
with great celerity towards Sligo, and that they had
been slightly engaged with the yeomanry of Tubber
Curry, while passing that place, Lake, who had been
previously instructed to follow the French, foot by foot,
was now reinforced with genersl Moore’s hrigade, while
the commander-in.chief, passing by French Park to
Carrick, crosged the Shannon, and ascended its eastern
banks, The gatrison of Sligo waa at the same time
directed to fall back, sn order which colonel Vesiker
obeyed with reluctance, after having sustained a eharp
sction for the apace of an hour at a place called Colooney,
two miles in advance of his post. But the game which

" general Hombert had hitherto played with singular su-
dacity, if not with judgment, was now drawing fast to
a close, Followed closely in the rear by Lake's divi-
gion, and headed by that of lord Cornwallis, he endes-
voured, by suddenly doubling back in the direction of
Dumkern, to elude “the teils; and he succeeded in
reaching Bellinamuck, ere his pursers were enabled
to close in upon him. At that place, however, the cam.
paign came to an end ; for general Lake, overtaking and
forcing him to give battle, the rebels immedigtely dis.
persed, and the French brigsde, now reduced to little
more than 860 men, laid dewn their arms,

With the exception of this trifling affhic {(for to

of it ae o campaign were to misapply the term),

the perlod of lord Cornwellis’s viceregal administration,
which extended over & space of nesrly three years, was

not distinguished by any ocomrence of which we axe

called npon to take notice. 'We express curselves thus,
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beceuse the great and important measure of the union,
though carried through under his suspices, lies beyond
the scope of such a8 work as the present; and were the
case ctherwise, the merit of conducting that trensaction
to an issue belongs rather to the secretary for the time
being than to the lord lcutenant. Enough, therefore, in
dene by stating, thet his government was firm and
equitable; that it corresponded with the genersl tone of
his character, and wae worthy of the reputation which
he had acquired elsewhere; and thet when on the
change of administration, which ocenrred in 1801, he
withdrew from the exercise of hiz high functione, he
carried with him the respect and esteem of all the Ioyal
people of Treland. But he retired not even now into
the shades of private life, Within a short time after
his returp to England he was selected to represent the
interests of Great Britain at the congress appointed to
adjust the terms of a permanent peace with France, of
which the preliminaries had been signed by the mi-
nisters of both countries on the 1st of October, 1801.
In this capacity he quitted London on the 1st of No-
vember, and, attended by a numerons suite, crossed over
to Calais, whence he proceeded, after an interval of two
days, to Paris,

It were foreign to the design of this wark were we
to give any minute gccount of the tedions and unsatis-
factary negotiations which preceded the treaty of Amiens,
We content onrselves with reminding the reader that,
though personally flattered and caressed both in Paris
and et Amiens, lord Cornwalka found that the pegoti-
ations which he hed been appointed to condnet went ¢en
very heavily, and that a spirit of procyastination, of
whinhtheob;eﬁmmcelymnuhd,fhmihbm—

ful influence over the proccedings of his fellow-diplo-
matista. It was {0 ne purpose that he strove to hurry
forward the completion of & treaty, to delay and retard
which excuses were continnally invented, The French
government, without deigning to potice his remoo.
strantes, pursued jts own olfects with cesscless difi-
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gence; nor were matters hrought to a crisin till England
in her turn begsn again to assume the imposing attitude
which she had somewhat too hastily laid sside. Then,
indeedtbelcrupleaoftheﬂnteonmlgavemy,mda
treaty, to discuss which the plenipotentiaries of the
several powers had met a0 early as the heginning of
December, was on the 29th of March, 1802, formally
ratified.

Having effected this object, lord Cornwallis returned
to England, with the firm intention of spending the
reroainder of his deys in honoursble retirement from
public life, Disease, the effect rather of hard service
than of age, had begun of late to undermine his con-
stitution ; and he felt that a respite from the cares and
anxieties of officis] employment was essential to his
comfort, if not to his existence. But the place which
e heid both in the estimation of hie sovereign and of
the minister was too eleveted to permit the gratification
of that degire. He had enjoyed the blessings of do-
mestic life little mare than two years, when he was
again called upon to assume the chief direction of the
Eeast India Company’s affairs; and the call was mede
. under cireumstances, which, in the opinion of a man
possessed of his lofty and patriotic principles, forbade
all attempt to elnde obedience. Lord Wellesley‘sad.
ministration, not more brilliant than judicious, had
given excessive umbrage to a majority in the court of
dlmﬁorlwhorepmbﬂednunneeeuarywmmgedfor
existence, and complained even of the amount of ter.
ﬁtorywhichthdrﬁwmimarmiuh:dquimd. A
ary was raised that the pacific policy, on the maipte.
mance of which the proeperity of PBritish Indis mwmst
ever depend, had been wantonly and grossly sbandoned ;
and that the revenues of the country were bronght into
a state of depression, out of which it wonld be extremely
difficult to mise them, When these things were stated
to lord Cornwallie, and it was gravely added, that to
bim both the directors and the king’s government looked
as the single individual, competent by bis infloence
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and talents to correct the evils, he felt that to refuse
the offfice thns pressed upon him would be to sacrifice
a great public duty at the shrine of private eonveni-
ence, Buch hagd never been his practice hitherto ; and
neither the weight of years nor & melancholy accumu.
lation of infirmities prevailed to draw him into its adop-
tlon now.

On the 28th of June, 1805, the mbject of this me_
moir landed at Calentta, and, for the second time,
undertook the responsible and arduous task of super-
intending the affairs of the Anglo_Indien empire. Nei.
ther the condition of his body nor the state of his mind,
lighted up, se from time to time it was, by flashes of
original vigour, were, however, at all competent to mup.
port & charge so laborious; nor, indeed, did he long
survive the incessant and harsssing toil o which his
new situation rendered him suhject. After spending the
whole of the summer in conducting tedious and unpro..
fitable negotiations, of which it was the objeet to bring
about a peace between the Mahrattzs end the Company,
the governor.general found himeself compelled to take
the command of the army: on his way 10 join which
his illness agsnmed a cheracter which the skill of his
medical attendants failed to relieve. After lying nine
deys in o state of insensibility, relieved by short and
occagional intervale of consciousness, he expired on the
5th of October, 1805, at Gageepore, near Benares, where
s splendid monument, erected to his mory‘hy the
British inhabitants of Celcutta, still marks the place of
his sepulture,

"Phas died, in the 67th year of hix age, one of the
most upright and patriotic individuals whoin England,
fertile as she once was, and, perhaps, continnes to be,
in honest public men, has ever been z0 fortunate as te
produce.

That his talents, either o9 & statemuen or a soldier,
belonged to the loftiest order, it were ridiculoas in the
extrems to assert; but of the purity of his intentions,
€ven in cases where the results may have proved unfor.
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tanate, his very enemies, supposing him to have had an
enerny, could pot entertain & donbt. The revenue and
judicial system which he introduced into the
provinces, for example, whetever its practical effects may
have been, bears ample testimony to the diginterestedness
and to the humanity of hia views; while the most un-
succeesful of his campalgns, that in the Carclinas and
Virginia, leaves him still in possession of the character
which attaches to a brave and active officer, to an
honourshle and upright man.

When we pass, however, from the brosd ground of
general remark, that we may examine into the details of
lord Cornwallis’s public life, it cannot be denied that
while we discover muck that deserves ovr commend.
ation, we observe likewise manyand striking errors, dege-
nerating, in some ingtances, into positive fanlts, Asa
military officer, and it is in that capacity slone that we
are called wpon to discuss his merits, lord Cornwallia
poseessed indomitable courage, sctivity, coolness, per-
severance, and drcumspection. No man Imew better
how to conduct a movement through a hostile country ;
no man could be more at his ease while superintending
the formation of his troops in an enemy’s presence, or
wiclding them to good purpose after the battle began.
Pat in the great and important tusiness of arrange.
ment,—in the art of estahlishing magarines, orgunising
& commiesariat, and otherwise providing against the
probable effects of dissster,— it must be confessed that he
waa deplorably deficient. Of this, his mode of con-

the war, both in Ameriea and Mynore, sfford
dmple proof. His marches, firsi into Bouth Caroling,
and eventually into Virginla, with the varions changes
of ground which he effected in both provinces, display
aspirit of enterprise and gallantry not often surpassed ;
yet they led to nothing, becsuse they were underiaken,
we hed almost ssid, at random, certainly without due
attention to the umavoidable consequences hoth of rapid
suceess snd total failave, In like manner, the move.
ment from Bangalore to Seringapatam, in the spring of

0

Yi&. Il
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1792, fully bears us out in the conclusion which we
have ventured to draw. Besides that the season of the
year was then too far advanced to invite the precipitation
of hostilities, the stete of the magazines was such a to
render success next to impossible ; nor could the dis.
astrous retreat that followed affect with one moment’s
surprise any one st sll conversant with militery oper.
ations, If it be urged that lord Cornwallis

for supplies upon the Mahruttas, and that the tardiness
of their arrival threw him out in all hiz calcwlations, we
snawer, that a prudent general will never permut the
mubeistence of his troops to turn upon any accident of
time ; and that to barbarian sllies he will acarcely look
for more than that secondary species of assistance which
arises from siraitening the enemy’s resources, and
cutting off their convoys,

Again, the condunet of lord Cornwallis during the last
scene in hin American warfare lies open to many and
serious charges, to which we have already, while de.
seribing the siege of York-town, alloded in terms suf.
ficlently explicit. ‘The vigour of condnct which he had
displayed on several less important occasions seems to
have entirely abandoned him there, Hzd he adopted
the bold but prudent measre of forcing a retreat while
‘Washington waa yet at a distance, he would have saved
the fiower of his army, though he lost the town, —and
even Iater than this, the pame rescurce was open to him,
though, doubtless, at greater hazard, and beset with
more urgent difficolties, Nor i this ail : his precipi-
tate chandonment of the outer position, that he might
shut himself up in & place only half fortified, and incon-
veniently small, appesrs wholly inexplicsble. Om the
hneaarerymddarab]edegreaboﬁofhbmmd
acience had been expended, they were perfectly defen-
libleagmmtallexeeptregu]nuppmehu snd every

day expended in mmhimngthemwunomnchtlme
gained for the srrival of those succours which sir Henry
Clinton bad promised. The event, indeed, proved that
had the investment of the place been deferred but &
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single week, the disgrace which attached to the British
arms by the surrender at York-town would have been
evoided.

Having thus pointed out what we conceive to be the
main defects of lord Cornwallis's military character, it
is necessary that we should be equally careful in drawing
the attention of the reader to those points in which he
peculiaxly excelled. e have afluded to the facility
with which he handled troops under fire, and altered his
dispositions either for atieck or defence in the preeence
of an enemy. The battle of Camden affords an excellent
Dlustration of that facility. “In spite of a sudden meet-
ing in the dark, he eeized with happy promptitude 2
position every way adapted to the nature and extent of
his army, and held the defensive till a rash endeavour
on the part of general Gates to change his order of battle
gave an opportunity to atteck with advantage. It was
not neglected ; end a great and brilliant victory re-
warded the decision of the English general.

In like manner the capture of Tippoo’s lines, and the
vigonr withwhich the siege of Seringapatam was pressed,
equally display, though under different circumstances,
the power which lord Cornwallis possessed of wielding
masses of men with accuracy and quickness. By the
former he gave ample procf of capability both to plan
and to execute a series of complicated and difficult man-
ceuvres ; by the latter his activity was rendered not less
conspicuous than hin knowledge of engineering in one
of its most difficolt branches, Now an officer, who is
never more &t home then on a field of battle, or in front
of an enemy’s town,—who is master of manmuvre, &
akilful leader both in advance and retrest, and familiarly
acquainted with the capabilities of all under his com.
mand, —cannot even, though wanting in other and not
lees exsential points, be accounted & mean man in the list
of military commanders. To Marlharough, to Peterbo-
rough, or even to Wolfe, we ehould certainly not compare
him; but the mwrquiz Cornwallis is, a name of which
the British army has no canse to be ashamed.

o®
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Lord Comnwallis marvied, July 14, 1768, Jemima
Tullikens, dsughter of James Jones, esquire, by whom
he had one son and one daughter. The former, who
waa born October 19,1774, succeeded to the marguiaate,
which became extinct by the failure of heirs male in the

Dext generation.
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LIEUTENANT-GENERAL SIR RALPH
ABERCROMBY, K.B.

1783—4,~-1801.

Ravre AzeromoMBY was born at Menstrie, in the
parish of Logie, in Scofland, on the Tth of October,
1783-4. He was the eldest son of George Abercromby,
esq. of Tullibody, by Mery the daughter of —— Dum-
das, esq.,—a lady who, with great amiahility of manners
and numerous aceomplishments, possessed much of the
strong sound semse that characterised the race from
which she sprang.

‘We have not been able to discover that the fature
bero of Aboukir was distinguished as a boy by any

ities either of taste or character. He is repre-
sented, indeed, in the traditions of his native village xa
havingex]:ihited more than the customary gravity of
youth ; or, to use the homely but expressive language
of our grey-headed informant, * as a douce solid lad, no
muockle gien to duft like jinks, and liken weel to roam
ahout by his lane.” But of the suthenticity of this
tradition mo proof has been afforded us, nor have any
particular inetences of eingularity ar vunsociability been
mpewed. It is probable, therefore, that his * solidity,”
if exceeding that of strong-minded yonthlmgeneml
displayed itseif in no very umusual manner, though the
renown acquired by the men caused, in this instance, sa
it is apt to do in others, the moet ordinary acta of the
io be remembered and commented upon.

The education of the sabject of this memoir seemn to
have been conducted on a somewhat general plan, though
with & greater degree of care than vsually marked the
proceedings of Beottish commtry gentlemen in the begi
ning and middle of the last century, We find him,
for example, sfter passing throngh the customary school
course at Rogby, amemberéﬂntofthemiursltyof

°
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Edinburgh, and mbsequently of that of Gottingen,
where his etudies were not restricted to any particular
line, but renged indifferently over the flelds both of
literature and science. It does not even sppear that,
though destined all along for the profession of arms, the
subjects wsually regerded as essential to the completion
of a soldier’s early training occupied more than s just
proportion of his time, Nevertheless, the great end of
all intellectnal discipline was in his cuse folly attained.
The mind accustomed to exercise itgelf, and to find
pleasure in exercise, experienced neither diffculty nor
labonr in acquiring that species of knowledge which is
called military ; for it ip certain that wherever talents
exist they may, unless permitted to grow obtuse through
idleness, be tarned with equally good effect to almost
any purpose either of peace or war.

It is potnewhat remarkable that there should not have
occurred in the early life of sir Ralph Abercromby a
sinple event of which, in wuch a work as the present, it
is necessary to give an account Though his conntry
was engaged in more than one serions war, Mr. Aber-
cromby enjoyed no opportunity of tarning his profes.
sional acquirements to account, till he had sttained to
the rank of msajor.general ; at least we have been un-
ahle to ascertzin either the date of any service performed
byhim, orthe field on which it was accomplished, prior to
the memorable era of 1793. When, therefore, we give,
in few words, « statement of hie upward progress on the
professional Jadder, and add to that acconnt that he held
the situation when very young of side_de-camp to sir W,
Pitt in Germsny, we shell have done all that in thin
stage of our narrative can be expected at our hands.

Mr. Abercromby’s first commimion bears date March
23. 1756, when he was sppoinied to & cornetcy in
thedengomguudl. He became lleutensnt in the
same regiment February 19. 1760; captain, 8¢ horse
April 84, 1762; major, June 6, 1770; and lieutenant-
colonel, May 19. 1778. With this corps, otherwise
called the Carshineers, he served chiefly in Ireland,
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throughont the greater part of the American war, and
was transferred towarda it close with the rznk of brevet
colonel to the 103d foot. But of the 103d foot he
retained the command only till 1783, when the regiment
wana disembodied, and himself placed upon half pay. In
that situation he remained 4l September, 1787, when
8 promotion placed him on the list of major-genersls ;
s position which, in 1700, was rendered, in 8 pecuniary
point of view, more valuable by his appointment to the
coloueley of the 69th foot. The regiments which bhe
successively obtained were the Gth foot, April 26. 1792;
the 7th dregoon guards, November 5. 1795 ; and the
2d dragocna, or Beotch Greys, on November 2.1796. To
this meagre list of dates it is only necessary to add, that
he represented in parliament, from 1774 to 1780, *he
county of Kinroes; but that he made no attempt o
render himself conspicuous either as a party-men or as
a politician.

1t augurs Inrgely of the eatimation in which his talents
were held, that on the breaking out of hostilitien in 1793
general Abercrommby, though hitherto untried in the
presence of an enemy, was selected to sccompany the
duke of York to Flanders, 28 & geners] of divikion, The
better to aseist him in discharging the duties of that
office, the local rank of Lieutenant.general was conferred
upon him ; and the manner in which he condncted him-
wolf on many trying occasions gave ample proof that the
distinetion had not been misplaced. It is not our in-
tention to describe ‘in detail the campuigny of 1794 and
1795, over the management of which general Aber-
eromby exerted no contzol ; nor yet to give any minmte
account of particular operations for which he, ss & sub.
ordinate officer, was little responsible. Enough is done,
when we state that in the affair of Catean {April 26.
1794), where the guidance of the advanced guard was
oommitied to him, he displayed both courage and con-
duct of a very bigh order; that st Turcoign (May 17.
1794) the division of which he was in stormed
the enemy’s lines, and alone, of all the colnmna engaged,

o4
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effectually performed the service required of it; and
that on the following day he covered the retreat across
the Morgue, and saved, by his skilful dispositions, the
army from total destruction. In like manner his be.
haviour at Touwrnsy commanded the applanse of all by
whom it was witnessed, snd contributed, in no trifling
degree, to the smcoess of the operation; while at the
disastrous action of Dommel,— gt the battle of the Wazl,
-—at Nimeguen, —and, indeed, wherever an oppor-
tunity offered, —he fully established his claim to be
regarded both as & gallant and a judicious officer. At
Nimeguen he received & wound, of which he took no
notice till the firing had ceased ; and even then he could
scarcely be persuaded to commit himself to the care of
the surgeon, farther than by permitting a bandage to be
round the hurt.

The retarn of the duke of York to Englend in De-
cember, 1704, left to general Abercromby the care of
conducting ¢ne of the most trying and arduocus retreats
to which a British army had ever been compelled.
Left in an exposed position along the banks of the
frozen Waal, and threstened by s force which it wonld
bave heen madness to oppose, Abercromby was driven
to the painful necessity of spiking his heavy guns, de.
stroying his etores, and falling back on the 4th of Ja-
noary towards the Leck. But he was net allowed te
pursue that march unmolested. Pichegru, croeeing the
river on the ice, followed him with sach rapidity the
to &void an action wea no longer practicable, The rear-
guard was accordingly halted ; end & sharp sffair en~
waed, which ended at 1ast in the repulse of the sesailants,
though not till sfter almost every man in the British
army had taken part in the struggle. Nevertheless,
from the victory thus hardly won, no permanent ad-
ventage could be derived. The British troops fought

retreat

for existence, not for conquest; and hence the
waa renewed 80 300n a8 darkness set in, and continued
without » halt as far as the defile of Gorb, in the pro-

vince of Utrecht.
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By thia retrogremion Abercromby brought his co-
lumons into contact with those of general Walmoden, the
leader of the German suxiliaries ; and now, in the ab.
sence of the duke of York, commander-in.chief of the
allied armies, Educated in what has emphatically been
described, ax the old achool, Walmoden appears to have
looked only to his front, while Pichegru, et the bead of
70,000 men, was mancuvring on both his flanks. The
congequence waa & flerce attack, delivered at 4 moment
when it was lesst expected, and 2 desperate action fought
under every disadvantage of imperfect information a8
well as inferiority of numbera, The allies were driven
from their ground, with the loss of their camp equi-
page, and reduced to the necegsity of bivouscking in the
open fields daring the depth of an usually severe winter;
nor did anght preserve them from utter annihilation
except the determined bravery of the rear-guard, com-
posed entirely of British troops, and acting under the
orders of general Abercromby.

To trace from day to day the course of thiy over-
matched army, and to describe the numerous akirmishes
which octurred between the patrols in retreat and the
enemy in advance, would occupy more space than the
limits of our work can afford, without conveying either
instruction or amusement to the reeder. Let it muffice
to state that to every imaginable hardship and inconve-
mience that gallant band waas exposed, and thet both
officers and men bore up under their reversea with ad-
mirshle perseversnce and mapgnanimity. Followed
closely by s mumerous and determined enemy, they
halted and faced about from time to tinae, receiving, with
the utmost coolness, an attack wherever offered, and re-

the agsailents. In like msnner, the patience
snd discipline of the troops, though sorely tried, as well
through the increasing hostility of the inhabitants as
by the rigours of the season, on no occaslon gave way.
Though convinced that the conntry was no longer tens.
hle, ind locking only to the sea for safety, they bore,
with the most praiseworthy resignation, the privations
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at their hands ; for the instances were rare, in.
in which the neglect of the inhabitants was visited
violsnce, or the honour of the British name tar.
by acta of plunder or rapine. Their route led
towards Deventer, which they reached on the 2Tth of
January ; and of the difficulties of that movement some
ides may be formed by pernsing the following extracts
from the journal of one who himself took sn humble
part in the proceeding.

Robert Brown, a2 corporsl in the Coldstream regi.
ment of foot guards, writes thus, when describing the
operations of the 16th, 17th, and 19th of January ;: —

# January 16th. —We marched at the appointed
hour, and, after & very tedious journey, about three
o'clock in the afteynoon reached the verge of an im-
mense desert called the Welaw, when, instead of having
guined a resting-place for the night, 2s we expected, we
were informed that we had fifteen miles farther to go.
Upon this information, many began to be much dejected,
and not without reason ; for saveral of us, hesides suf.
fering the severity of the weather and fatigue of the
march, had neither ate nor drenk any thing, except
water, that day. For the first three or four miles, such
& dismal prospect appeared as none of us was ever wit-
aiess to bafore ; a bare pandy desert, with a tuft of wi-
thered grass or sclitary shrub here and there. The
wind was excessively high, and drifted the snow and
sand together so strong, that we could hardly wrestle
against it; to which was added a severity of cold al-
most jneafferable, The frost was so intense that the
water which came from our eyes, freesing aa it fell,
hung in jcieles to onr eyelashes; and our breath, freez.
ing an soon as emitied, lodged in heapa of ice abont
our faces, and on the hlsnkets and costa that were
wrapped round our hesds.

“ Night fast spproaching, a great number, both of
men and women, began to linger behind, their spirits
being quite exhausted, and without hopes of reaching
thelr destination ; and if they once lost might of the

i) 8
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column of march, though but 1 few minutes, it being
derk, and no track to follow, there was no chance of
finding it again, In this state, numbers were induced
to git down or creep under the shelter of bushes, where,
weary, spiritless, and without hope, & few minutes con.
gigned them to leep; but, alaa! whoever alept awakened
no more, their blood almost instantly congealed in their
veins, the spring of Life soon dried up; and if ever
they opened their eyes it was only to be sensible of the
last moments of their existence. Others, sensible of the
danger of sitting down, but having lost the column,
wandered up and down the pathless waste, surrounded
with darkness end despair; no sound to comfort their
ears but the blesk whistling winds; no sight to hiess
their eyes but the wide, tracklese desert and shapeless
drift ; far from human help, far from pity, down they
mktorisenomore.

* About balf past ten o’clock at night we reached
Brickborge, where, to add to our misfortunes, we eould
hardly find room tc ghelter ourselves from the weather,
every house being already filled with Heesian infantry,
whe are in no respect friendly to the English. In sze.
verd! houses they positively refused us entrance, and
in every one refused us admittance to the fire; at the
seme time they posted crentries by the cellar doors to
prevent the inhabitants from eelling us any liquors;
even their commanding officer pushed, with his own
hands, & number, of our men, neck and heels, out of
his querters. Thus we were gituated, till, partly by
force, partly by stealth, we crept in where we could,
glad to obtain the ehelter of & honse at any rate.

¢ January 17th. —We halted this day, and in the
morning waggons were sent out with 8 number of men
to wearch for those that were left behind. A great
pumber were found in the route of the column; but a
greater number who had straggled farther off were
never heard of more. In one place seven men, one
woman, and s child were found dead ; in another, a
man, 2 weman, and two children ; in another, 2 man,
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and ¢ child; and an unhappy woman being
taken in labour, she, with her husband snd infent,
were all found lifeless. One or two men were found
alive, but their hands and feet were frozen to such a
degree as to be dropping off by the wrists and ankles.

# January 1Gth. — Perhaps never did a British army
experience such diutress as ours does at this time. Not
s village, not a house, but what bears witnese to our
misery, in containing some dead, and others dying:
some sre daily found, who have crawled into houses
eingly ; other houses contain five, six, or seven together,
some dead or dying, or unable to walk ; and es for those
that are able, it is no essy matter for them to find their
way; for the country is one continued desert withoat
roads, and every track filled up with the falling and
drifting smow. Add to all this, that the inhabitants are
our most inveterate enemies, and, where opportunity
offtrs, will rather murder a poor, lost, diatressed English-
man than direct him in the right way — several in.
atances of which we have already known,”

In this condition, and after enduring such privations,
the grmy reached Deventer, where & few days of rest
had been anticipated, but no repose was granted to them.
Pichegru trod in their footsteps; and on the 20th the
retrest was resurned, after all thst remained of stores,
sriillery, and spare equipments, had been destroyed.

Nevertheless, the officers were alert, the men ordely,
énd the countenance presented to the ememy so bold,
that every effort o etay their progress, or serionsly mo-
lest the line of march, feiled. Thus they arrived st
Bremen in Lower Saxony, juded, indeed, and destitute
of supplies, but unbroken in spirit, and unimpaired in
discipline; whence, on the 14th of April, they began to
embark in the fleet sent round for their reception, and,
before the end of the month, were mafely landed in
England.

The behaviour of general Abereromby throughout
the campaigms of 1798, 1794, and 1795, and more es-
pocially during the retreat, of which en sccount hes fust

é%



LIEUT.~GEN. IR BALPH ABEBCRONBY. 205

been given, fixed upen bim the eyes of his country and
the government, and excited the highest expectationa of
his future career, The consequence was, that when, in
the autumn of 1795, it was found necessary to prepare
en expedition for the West Indies, where the French
bad made of lste mnexpected efforts to establish a m-
periority, he wea, to the great satisfaction of all em.
ployed, appeinted to take command of the troops. The
army assembled on the present oceasion fell not short
of 25,000 men, of which rather more than 3000 were
cavalry ; and its equipment, as to stores, Appointmenta,
medicines, and clothing, was, perhaps, the most com-
plete that ever distinguished a field force sent cut from
the shores of Great Britain.

Had the same good sense heen displeyed in the ma-
negement of that fine body of men, which was exhibited
in the mode of preparing it for service in e tropical
climate, many valoahble lives might have been preserved,
and & prodigious waste of money and material avoided.
Unfortunately, however, this proved not to be the case,
The fleet, instead of ssiling in detachments as the ves..
sela procured their respective complementa of men, was
detained till late in the sntomn at 8t, Helens, in order
that the whole, proceeding in a body, might create en
impression en the minds of the enemy such as should
render all idea of resistance ifusory. The consequence
of thix device, with whom originating we Imow not,
proved lamentably disastrons. On the 27th of October,
the fleet being ready for mes, the weather, which had
long threstened, becsme violently tempestuous ; inso.
much that several ships were dviven from their anchors,
and more than one sizanded, Nor were the efter for.
tunes of the expedition more prosperous, for a time, than
this sad commencement. On the 11th of November 300
sail got under weigh, only that their progress might be
srrested by an sceident which befell the admiral; and
when, cn the 15th, 4 second sttempt was made, the fary
of the elements rendered it abortive. A severe siorm
headed the fleet soon after it had clesred the Iule of
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Wight ; and such vemels a3 escaped destruction were
compelled to return to Portamounth.

Admiral Christian, & brave and rogged seaman, hore
with impatience these numerons veverses ; and exerted
himself strenuously, by gathering together the remnants
of hin command, to render them as little mischievous as
possible. Again he weighed anchor on the 9th of De-
cember, and, on the 15th, was agsin overtaken by a
tempest ; which, besldes destroying utterly several of the
worst found among the transports, dispersed the re-
mainder beyond the chances of immediate re-union.
There waa no besring up against misfortunes so severe,
and of such frequent oceurrence : the idea of moving in
.8 body wus ebendoned ; end general Abercromby, in
the Arcthusa frigate, led out, on the 14th of February,
a8 many troop-ships as could be conveniently assemnbled.
These suffered but Hitle delay during the passage ; and
on the 14th of March reached Barbadoes, the point of

rendezvous in the West Indies,

It chanced that, of the vessels dispersed during the
geles above alluded to, several had sccomplished, alone,
or in petty squadrons, the outward voyage; gemeral
Abercromby, therefore, found himself at the head of a
very respectable force, with which, after sufficient time
had been allotied for vefreshment, and the crganisation
of depits, he proteeded fo carry the design: of the ex-
pedition into effect, His first attempt was on Dominica
ard Berbice, both of which submitted to & detached
brigade under general Whyten; hin second on 8t Lucia,
an fsland worthless in itself, but, from ita local wituation,
affecting seriously the trade of the whole archipelago:
befgre it the fleet, now jained by admirsl Christian, cast
anchor on the 26th of April, and the same day e Jand-
ing took place st Longueville Bay, Pigeon Island, Churte
Bay, snd Ance.ls-Rase, Next morning the army ade
waced for the purpose of closing in upon Mome For-
tonde, the principal place in the island, and & post of
some strength ; and Morne Chabet, a positien command.
fag the main approach t the cepital, was gallantly car-
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ried by generals Moore snd Hope. Nevertheless, Morne
Fortunée was not reduced till after considersble labour
bad been endured, and some loss sustained, both from
gickness and the sword. The face of the country, in.
deed, presented obstacles of no common nature; for the
hills were steep and rugged, and the means of transport
available both for cannon and stores were supplied en.
tirely by the geal of the seamen. Yet on the 14th of
May the batteries began to fire; and on the night of
the 17th an cutwork was stormed. From that period
the siege went on regularly, but with great spirit ; and
on the 26th the place submitted on capitulation, the
inhahitants passing once more under the dominion of
Great Britain, and the garrison becoming prisoners of

war. ;

As scon a8 he had reduced certain refractory bands,
which, retiing into the interior, carried on, for a while,
an extremely harasaing warfare, geners! Abercromby
set sail for 8t. Vincent’s, where he made good his
landing, without smstaining any opposition, on the Bth
of June. On the 10th, an intrenched position, along
the ridge of & mountain called the Virée, was attacked ;
and three ont of four redonbts being carried, the enemy
gladly accepted the terms which homanity prompted
general Abercromby to offer. The ialand enbmitted as
8t. Lucia had done, end, strenge to sy, under circam-
stances in ell respects similar. Though the governor,
with the main bpdy of the gerrison, laid down their
arms, bands of fogitives, uniting with the Caribe in the
woods, gave to the Britivh ermy & long and troublesome
occupation ; for it was not tll the month of September
that famine, rather than disssters in the field, compelled
these savege warrlors to capitulate. In addition to the
French brigends, 5000 Caribe threw themselves, on
this occasion, on the mercy of the conquercrs, and
were transported in 2 body, firet to Isle Ratan, in the
gulf of Mexico, and eventuaily to the continent of
South America.

This war of skirmishers heing ended, and the settiee
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ments of Guisna and Esquibo reduced, general Abes..
oromby set zail for England, whither business, partly
of w private, partly of ¢ public nature, earried him ;
but his sojourn there was brief: he returned, early in
February, 1797, 1o his commend ; and proceeded without
delay to complete the circle of his conquests by en
attack, first upon Trinidad, and afterwards en Porto
Rico, The former of these exploits was of eagy attain-
ment ; for Trinidad hoieted the English ensign without

iking & blow ; but the latter proved pot only dis-
astrous, but unfortunate. Porto Rico held out; snd it=
situstion, on a narrow neck of land, ueparwedfrmntbe
main by an erm of the sea, placed it beyond the reach
of irsult from the forece employed for its reduction.
General Abercromby, therefore, after landing his troops,
and trying to no purpose the effeet of & fire acroas the
Lagoon, sbandoned the design aa impracticable ; and,
with the loss of 220 men, of whom 121 deserted to the
enemy, returned to Barbadoes. Not long after this
Le resigned his command and withdrew, carrying the
esteern and respect of the soldiery along with him, to

At the period of which we ere now tresting, even
trivial successes by land called forth the marked sppro-
bation of the British government; and genersl Aber-
cromby’s recent acquiptions being really of some
importance, he found that his claims to distinetion and
reward were not disputed. He had, during his absence,
been sppointed to the coloneley of the Bcotch Greys,
mdnmmatedgovmofthelﬂeofWights he waa
now edvanced 1o the of the Bath, created

eroqehy was required, in November, 1797, to repair, in
the capacity of geveral-in-chief, to Dublin, He held
Mmmmmmzmm and exerted
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himself successfully to restore to the army that atrict
diacipline which the nature of the service in which it
was employed had in some degree impaired. But he
was not called upon in person to direct any military
movement ; for, in the spring of 1798, lord Cornwallis
arrived to take upon himself the twofold duty of lord-
lieutenant and commander of the forces. As & neces-
8aTy comsequence, gir Ralph Abercromby withdrew ;
and, transferring his head.quarters to Edinburgh, as-
sumed, on the 31st of May, the gnidance of that portion
of the army which occupied Scotland,

He had exercised this pacific command something
more than twelve months, when a field of operstion un.
expectedly opened out to him much mere congenial to
his inclination as well as to his talents. The sup-
Pression, In a great degree, of the Irish rebellion, and
the sitnation of the French armies, with difficnlty main..
taining their ground in Italy, and hard pressed on the
Upper Rhine, determined the English government to
attempt once more the liberation of Holland and the re-
establishment of the stadtholder in his ancient dignitiea,
This scheme, desirable in itself, as caleulated to deprive
the enemy of one of his richest provinces, appeared the
more practicable thet the Dutch people, and especially
the seamen belonging to the fleet, were represented as
enduring with impatience the French yoke, and ready
to muster about the Orange flag no soon s it should be
hoisted. A large army, computed at 25,000 men, ac.
cordingly began to assemble along the coast of Kent;
and sir Ralph Abercromby agsin selected to take rank,
next under his former chief, the duke of York, received
orders to place himeelf at the head of thet particulsr
corps with which it was resolved to effect s landing and
secure » hold upen the country.

Early in June, 1799, Abercromby was at his post,
facilitating, by every means in his power, the organisation
snd equipment of the force which he had been ap.
pointed to command. Hia exertions being ably seconded
by both officers and men, and the seamen exhibiting

VOL. OL »
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on this, as on oll occasions, not less intelligence than *
zesl, a corpe of 12,000 infapiry, with artillery and =
fow troops of horse, wes embarked and ready for sailing
by the second week in August. Nor wss time unne.
cesgarily wasted after the men and stores were on
board ; for on the 18ih the fleet quitted its anchorage,
and, in epite of & wucoession of adverse and bolsterous
gales, the cosst of Holland became visible on the 21st,
Immediate preparations were made to effect & landing ;
snd the troope were already under wms for that
purpose, when the storm, which had subsided for a
time, came on again with fresh violence, snd the ad-
miral was compelled to consult the safety of his fleet by
putting outto sea. Thus bafled by events over which
he had no control, the leader of the expedition re.
luctantly deferred the enterprise ; for it was nos till the
evening of the 28th that the ehipa could take their
stations, so as to afford the amallest prospect of a secure
debarkation.

There were two distinet abjects which the general
and admiral were required to effect aa preparations for
the still more important business of the armament.
There lay gt this time in the Texel 2 Dutch fleet, con-
sinting of elght ssil of the line, three frigates, and u
aloop, the whole under the command of admiral Btorey.
Of these vice-admiral Mitchell, the immediate coadjutor
of sir Ralph Abercromby, had it in charge to take
possession, — by treaty, provided he found the Dutch
officers and men inclined to hoist the Orange flag, —
by force of arms should his summons be neglected. On
the part of the land forces, again, it was their businese
to effect & debarkation x nesr as possible to the Helder
point; to intrench themmelves there 5o soon as they
should have reduced the forts and batteries in the
vicinity, and 1o swait, in a secure position, the arrival
of reinforcements. These, however, were to consist,
not only of the second division of the Britigh army,
under the duke of York, tut of 17,000, or 18,000
Rusians, for whom the means of transport had heen
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despatched 50 early as July to the Baltic, and who,
after touching at Yarmouth, were to proceed direct to
Holland. Thus, then, the fleet and army which now
threstened the Dutch ahores could be regarded only as
the advanced guard of a force much more formidable,—
whether judiciously thrown into action alone and, as it
were, totally unsupported, it is not worth while very
minutely to enquire,

‘When the British army first began to assemble, no-
thing more was known, respecting its destination, than
that it was about to proceed, under sir Ralph Aber.
cromby, on some secret but important expedition. It
is more than probable that, even then, the French di-
rectory entertained tolerably correct suspicions touching
ite future scene of action ; for Holland was felt to be
st once the weakest and the most important portion of,
the republican territory exposed to an atteck from the
sea. But, however this may be, the British govern.
went scon deprived its general of any advantsge which
a state of doubt on the part of hix enemies might have
afforded, by avowing to the world the designs which it
entertained, and the reasone on which its hopes of me-
cens were founded. ‘The consequence was, that general
Brune, the French commandsnt of Batavia, aware be-
forehsnd of the coming storm, made strenuous efforts
to collect means by which its violence might be rexisted.
The Batavian nstional guard was every where called
out; fresh levies of vegulsr troops were ordered, and
a body of 10,000 French soldiers heing held in hand,
it waa estimated that upwards of 80,000 men might be

t, in the course of « few days, to hear wpon any
point which chanced to be threstened. Meanwhile, the
coast was gusrded by flying corps, of which one,
amounting to 6000 or 7000 of all srms, observed the
point of the Helder from a strong position at Keetem,
about six milec from the shore.

Buch was the state of preparation among the enemy,
when, at two ¢’clock on the morning of the 29th, the
British tyoops took their ststions in the beats of the

r2
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fleet, and, covered by s heary fire from the brigs, armed
transports, and other lighter vessels, began to approach
the Helder point. No attempt was made to oppose the
landing, even by a fire of artillery, though numerons
white tents, seen over the waving sand hills, gave in.
dicetion that a hostile force waa near ; but searcely had
the leading division begun to move forward when it was
asmailed with great fury, in fromt, by infantry, on the
right, by a body of chesseurs i cheval. Nothing could
exceed the collected gallantry with which that chuge
was met, Though grievously hampered on the right
by the nature of the platesu, and unable to bring more
than one battalion into line in thet quarter, general
Abercromby received the enemy with » firmness which
entirely disconcerted them ; while he pushed forward
his light troops from the left, and overlapped, with a
volume of fire, that portion of the Batavian line which
endeavoured to bear down his centre. Meanwhile fresh
regiments came up, aa the searnen, who spared no ex-
ertion, suceeeded in rowing them ashore; and the
enemy, already more than matched, gave way, at first
reluctantly, but, in the end, with great confusion.
General Dandaels, who commanded the Duteh, fell back
upen hix camp &t Keetem, while Abercromby bivou-
acked that night among the sand hills, which his men
hasd won with their bayonets,

An action fought aa thie was emnid ground exceed-
ingly broken, and under all the disadvantages sttending
a recent debarkation, could not fail to be both i
and bloody. There fell, on the part of the English,
not less than 400 of all ranks; of whom, however,
scayce sixty were killed on the spet, while the los of the
enemy was estimated st more than double. But the
mere account of casualties formed the least of the in.
conveniences which accrued to the Batavian army from
ita defeat. General Dandaels felt that the fortresa of
the Helder was no longer tensble, and sent orders, the
snme night, that it should be evscuated ; so that when
gmenlhloo:eldmeed,onthefoﬂnﬁngmoming,ﬁn
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the purpose of investing it, he found the gates open,
and the place abandoned. This was all that wae needed
to secure to Abercromby’s corps such a position as
ghould render safe and easy the arrival of its supports.
The army, secordingly, drew up along the neck of the
peninsulz, where it was joined, the same dzy, by a fresh
brigade, which landed under the guns of the batteries of
the Helder, now occupied by a British battalion.

In this situation the army remained for some days,
during which admiral Mitchell, and his gallant followers,
penetrated through the intricate navigation of the Texel,
and made themaelves masters, by capitulation, of the
Dutch fleet. The Texel iteelf was then occupied ; and
the troops reinforced by the whole of Don’s division,
amounting to 5000 men, made a forward movement of
about a league in extent, and took wp a new and formi-
duble pogition in rear of the Zyper. Here Abercromby
made haate to intrench himeelf ; for his total strength fell
short of 16,000 men, and he knew, from the reporte of
deserters, that Brune hzd concentrated at Alkmaer to
the amount of not leas than 25,000, — & superiority too
great to be held at nought under any circumstances, but
especially at a time when the arrival of formidahle sue-
cours might from day to day be anticipated.

The same considerations which induced Abercromby
to decline offensive operations prompted Brume to bring
matters with as little delay as poesible to the issue of a
battle. As yet, he fer eurpassed the invaders in point
of numbers ; wheress the junction ofthe Russians and
of the dake of York's corps would render him inferior,
at least till the spplies, which he had ordered up from
the further provinces, should come in. Beeing, there.
fore, that the English exhibited no inclination to move,
he determined to attack them in their lines. With this
view he advanced, at an early hour on the morning of
the 9th, in three beavy columnn, of which the left was
composed entirely of French, the centre and right of
Dutch troops. The fimt, passing through Groot and
Ksmp,droveintheBriﬁsh;utpouts,mdpemﬂtedu

]
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far as the height of Houndsboys-duynen, on which the
right of the English lines appuyed. The second, led
nnbygenenll)mdah attacked the village of 8t. Mar.
tin's, with every demonpstration of courage; while the
third, under the guidance of general Moncesu, pushed
by way of Crabbendam, up to the very bauks of the
Zuyper Sluys. Not for one moment, however, wua the
fate of the battle doubtful: & volley of musketry and
grape, thrown in with sl the coolness which dis-
tinguishes the practice of the British artillery and in-
fantry, staggered each column ere it could deploy, —
and all the efforts of the leaders failed, throughout the
remainder of the day, to restore the men to order and
confidence. ‘The attacks, though flerce and frequent,
were thenceforth given without regularity; and by one
o'clock in the day the whole army was in foll and dis-
orderly retreat.

There fell, in thia action, on the side of the French,
about 1500 men ; —on the part of the English, less
thsp 200 were rendered incapable of active service.
General Brune left behind him, likewioe, a ficld.piece,
with several tumbrils and pontoons; but few, if any,
prisoners were taken. Nevertheless, the moral effect of
nﬂuturyobﬂmnedomoddnmtremmdmmkeeﬂy
felt by all ranks of ruen; the utmost self assurance,
indeed, prevailed throughout the British camp, aa well
s the greatest anxicty to assume the offemsive, while
the confidence which they reposed in the akill and sound
Jjudgment of their chief knew no bounds, Yet it failed
not to exeite unessy sensations in Abercromby’s mind,
that, in spite of the defection of the fleet, and the re-
pulse, on two separate oceasions, of the enemy's troops,
1o adherents to the cause of the house of Orange ap.

moment, to entertain sericus misgivings touching the
result of the enterprise. 8till his bearing was as bold,
snd his manner as cheerful, an it had been from the be.
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ginning ; nor, when hia royal highness arrived on the
13th to relieve him from the cares and responsibility
of command, did he render up his trust without

ms’i‘el:‘ereacoompmiedmeduhoffwk,onthepreaent
occasion, a body of 5000 excellent troops, which swelled
the emount of the British army «lone to not less than
22,000 men. Thin was & formideble force, it must be
admitted, on sccount both of its numbers and disci-
pline : nevertheless, the duke was not compelled to
hazard any thing even with it ; for there arrived, between
the evening of the 14¢th and noon of the 18th of Sep-
tember, not less than 18,000 Russians under the eom-
mand of lieutenant-general de Hermann. Not an hour
was now lost in arranging & forward movement, of
which the sound policy could not fail to be admitted by
all who coneidered the question, though it may, perbaps,
be doubted whether sufficient time was afforded for the
recovery of the Russiang from the effects of a long and
boisterous voyage.

In expressing curselves thus, it is far from our in.
tention to throw the elightest discredit on thet twrn
of mind which prompts the leader of an invading army
to bring om, a8 speeiily as poeaible, a great and decisive
battle. Under almost &ll circomstances, the assailing
party will find that nothing iz to be gained by delay,
which, while it wasten his own resources, enables the
enemy to mature hig plans, and to consolidate, more and
more effectually, hin means of defenee, Nor, in the

t instance, were the reasons for an eerly attack
lesa cogent than they are wsually found to be. An yet
M. Brune eould bring into action little more than
25,000 men ; and his position, though strong, was lesa
formidable than it would become after he had devoted
snother week to its improvement. It was well known,
moreover, that strong reinforcementa were on the march
both from Bruseela and the north of France, while o
second Ene wes slready marked out on which his co-
humns might fall back, in the event of their suffering &

* 4
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reverse. Btll the Russians, unaccustomed to the effects
of a sea voyage, wete enfeebled through long confine.
ment ; — & state of body exceedingly nnfavourable to
military operations, whick a single day of rest on
shore would have smeliorzted. Nor is this all. The
Russians had never, till now, served with the English.
The tactics of each nstion were totally unknown to the
other, and the very appesrance and dress of the allied
corps were mutually strange and distasteful. Had a
day or two been devoted to the rrangement of a good
understanding between them, no great advantages, in
point of time, would have been afforded to the enemy ;
and it is just possible that the result of their firnt con-
joint operation might have been different from what
it was,

Whether the facts at which we heve hinted presented
themselves to the consideration of the duke of York, or
whether, being coneidered, they were regarded an weigh.
ing Jittle in the seale ageinst the policy of an immediate
advance, we are destitute of ground on which to hazard
an opinion. We Lnow only that the last division of
Russlane had scarcely taken its ground, when orders
were issued of a warlike nature ; and that the whole
army being divided into four eolomns, one of these, on
the left, commenced, at gix o’clock the same evening,
its cautious march towards the front. Bat it will be
neoessary to describe more in detail both the position
ocenpied by the enemy and the arrangements made on
thepart&i:eﬂnghxh general, for the parpose of dis-

After hin unsuccessfol ettempt on the 10th, general
Brune had posted his army along a line somewhat in
advance of Alkmaer, which, extending from the heights
of Camperdown on the left to the Zuyder Zea on the
right, embreced Bergen, the villages of Walmenhuynen
and Schorledam, the post of Oude Carspel, at the head of
the Laoge Dyke, and to a certain degree, at least, the town
of Hoorne. He had intrenched himself here by placing
a hattis on all the great roads, by barricading the vil-
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Iages, and throwing up redoubts and bresstworks ;
while 2 snccession of cenals and draine, from which the
bridges were carefully removed, covered him as if with
a series of wet ditches. A numercus snd heavy ar-
tillery commanded all the plain, which wea, for the most
part, open and destitute of cover, except that in the
vicinity of Bergen a thick grove spread out, and here
and there & row of trees, overshadowing the banke of
a canal, gavemmechuuctermaamenotothm
ﬂhedwtheplcmresque

The disposition of the enemy’s army having been
fully explained to him, the duke of York determined to
make his attack in four columns, of which the right,
composed chiefly of Russians, under Hermann, should
move upon Bergen, the left, under Abercromby, gein
possession of Hoorne, while the centre divistons, under
Dundas and Pulteney, forced, the former, the villages
of Walmenhnysen and Schorledam, the Iatter, Ounde
Carsdel, on the rosd to Alkmaer, As the point of
action asgigmed to the left column lay considerably be.
yond the extent of the line, sir Ralph Abercromby was
directed to quit his gronnd at eight o’clock on the
evening of the 18th ; and so well was the march eon.
ducted, that the slightest suspicion of the design appesrs
not to have been entertained by the garriaon of Hoorne,
No patrcls observed the approach of the English, nor
were any extraordinary measares adopted, if not to re.
tard the movement, at least to render it comspicuous ;
and hence, when the eignal gon was fired, and the co-
lumn rushed forward, Hoorne was carried without loss
— we might have said withont resistance. The conse-
quence wad, that general Brune's position beeame, in the
highest degree, critical ; for his right being turned, and
the mesns of penetrating into his rear laid open, a de-
feat in other quarters must have led to the totel de-
siruction of the army.

Had the remaining divisions of the allied army per.
formed the parts allotted to them with the same dili-
gence and ekill which charecterised air Ralph Aber-
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cromby’s sdvance, the 19th of September would have
been metnorable for one of the most signal victories
obtained over the French troops during the war. Un-
fortunately, however, this was not the case. The
Ruseians, impatient under delay, pushed forward to the
ath&twohomheforetheappmnhedhme and the
whole plan of operations became, a8 might have been
expected, broken and confused. Nor did the errors
committed by general Hermann and his people end here.
After charging, in gallant style, the enemy’s advanced
works, and penetrating into Bergen, the men, weary
and faint, began to straggle ; and the officers were soon
found to be destitute of sufficient anthority to restrain
them from etill more glaring irregularities, They halted
in the town, piled their arme, and spread themselves
through the place in sesrch of plunder, ws if all the
danger were at an end, and the enemy entirely routed.
The conpequences were not different from what might
have been anticipated. General Brune, rallying the
fugitives, drew them cautiocusly through the wood until
he had enveloped the town of Bergen on three sides,
when he rushed forward at the hesd of the grenadiers,
and drove out the astoniched Ruesiane with prodigious
slaughter. Not a moment was granted them to recover
their confidence. Though supported by an English
Inigade they were forced through Schorl, after a fierce

resistance ; Imdtheyhalﬁedatlssl.only
onthegmundwhehﬂmyhndquittedmhnnnpre—

Thgdﬁltofthmathck,onwhchthemultlofﬂn
baitle mainly depended, rendered not only sir Ralph
Abercrombys success, but the conguesta achieved
both by general Dundas and sir Jamen Pulteney of no ’
evail. The former, who hed carried Walmenhuysen
and Schorledam, foundhmse]fexposed,bythereﬂutof
theRummu,hhehkenmﬂmk,mdaﬁerbmvelyde—
fending himmelf for some hours fell back ; while the latter
withdrew alno, inmqmeeufpouhveoﬂlentothtt
Mﬁmamnspodﬁonwhichheh-dhkmq
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not fer from Allcmaer. Finally, the left column was
directed to evacuste Hoorne, and to retrace its ateps so
#oon as darkness should set in, and the sarmy once more
resumed s allignment with diminished numbers behind
the Zyper.

We are not called upon to offer any critical remarks
upon the mode of conducting an operation, of which the
responeibility rested not with the subject of this article ;
yet the principal canse of failure on the present occasion
can ecarcely fail to be observed by such as look at the
whole arrangement with other than the most careless
eye. The precipitancy of the Rumdan column was
doubtless an error, which ita wubsequent abandonment
of order rendered a thousand times more disastrous;
yet these faults might have been redeemed, but for
another and atill more fatal mistske. Sir Ralph Aber..
cromby’s column, at once the most numercus and the
beat appointed in the army, was separated by an interval
too wide from the rest of the line. No doubt his
situation at Hoorne gave him a complete command aver
the line of the enemy’s retreat, and assured to him, in
the event of success elsewhere, the fallest fruits of
vietory ; butformypurpoaesofuuon or as an addi.
twnalmeansofaecumgthstnctory he was perfectly
useless. By employing eir Ralph Abercromby in the
reduction of Hoorne, the duke of York placed himself
in the situation of a general, who, instead of keeping a
reserve with which to'eupport or follow up the exer.
ticna of his leading corps, pushes it in front of his light

He fought a great battle with two thirds of
his disposable strength, snd relied for success exclu-
sively on the issnes of one attack.

The consequence of this failure, alike distressing and

vwete not slow in developing thernoelves,
Antwerp, which had begun to waver in political feeling,
retwrned to its allegiance under the republican govern.
ment, and recruiting became more and more easy
throughout the provinces. Meanwhile general Brune
employed the intervel affbrded in bringing yp large
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reinforcements, in strengthening his present position,
and in filling up the sketch of his second line between
Bererwyk and the Zuyder Zea, The better to secure
himself from danger on the left, he cansed the sluwices
to be cut, and inundsted the whole face of the country
between the Polder and the Bumster ; thus narrgwing
the space on which hia asgailants could set to an extent
of abeut two leagues, or at the most seven Engilish
miles. Nor, to do them justice, were the English
sbaclutely idle, though their exertions, for & time,
savoured mare of 1 defensive than of an offtmsive cam.
puign. They, too, threw up redonbis, and carrvied =
serits of works from the North Sea on one flank to the
Zayder Zes on the other; while their shipping threatened
the whole extent of coast, and reduced several placea of
little importance.

Buch was the state of affalra on both sidea till the
2d of October, when the rear.guard of the Russians,
shout 8000 strong, having joined him, the duke of
York moved again in four columns to the assault of the
enemy's position. Hie dispositions were now so far
different from what they bad been, thet the guidance of
his right, or most important atiack, was intrusted
to general Abercromby; who moved along the ses-
shore, leaving Bergen to his left, against which another
column, under general Dundas, was immediatelydirected.
The left, moreover, extended no further than to Schorle.
dam and Qudescarpel ; on the latter of which sir James
Pulteney was instructed to make u demonstration, while
& strong reserve, under genersl Burrard, at once secured
& retreat, and offered the greatest facilities for turning
mecess to advantage,

It in not our province to describe with minnteness the
progresa of thia battle, which waz maintained with great
courage from six in the morning till the aame hour at
night, Enough is dond when we state, that general
Dundas first succeeded in making an impression by
forcing the villags of Bchorledam, and fhat the hlow
waa followed wp vigeronaly, both on the right and left.
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Slr Ralph Abercromby’s column, for example, driving

very thing before it, swept the Downs of their defenders,
nnd h-nhethechunbyovertbromuganrongwrpsof
the army at Egmont-op-Zee, whence the general judi-
ciously wheeled to his left, 50 a8 to plece Bergen in &
state of siege, and to take the corps of general Gonvion
in rveverse, Brune felt that his post was no longer
tenable. He drew off, however, in good order, being
favoured by the darkness of the night, and took up fresh
ground within the works, on which he had now, for
mere than a2 fortnight, kept strong parties conatantly
employed.

The allied troops lay that night upon their arms;
and at dawn on the following moring began, though
with extreme caution, to press forwsrd. A few of the
enemy, that lingered in the woods sbont Bergen, were
forced back, and Allomaer wss occupied the same
evening. But the difficnlties of the enterprise, so far
from being overcome, were found continmally to increase.
In the first place, the weather was completely broken,
snd a succession of cold and heavy rains rendered the
roads impracticable for carriages, and extremely diffen]t
even for horee and foot passengers. In the next place,
the enemy, though driven from one formidable position,
presented 2 bolder front than ever, being secured on a
line atill more defensible than that which they had lost,
and gathering strength from hour to hour. The allies,
on the contrary, might fall off in point of numbers, but
theve was to them no hope of reinforcements; while
their commmunications with the flcet, thomgh little more
then six leagues distant, had become difficult and un-
certasin, Under these circumstances it was evident
that the only chance of success lay in precipitating
hostilities, and gaining a second vietory. The duke of
‘York, therefore, directed his ndvanced posts to be pashed
forward, with the design of bringing on a bettle so soon
as he should have reconnoitred the ground ; and at an
exrly hour on the morning of the 4th that movement

began. Baut it proved to be neither an unimportant nox
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a0 ‘eany one, Thenudmpich&r.gpoledlnm
stiempt to gain possession of a t ve Bacean :
ﬂ:eyms?p:mdﬁomthem,ﬁntbyﬂmirm
reserves, latterly by e portion of gir Raiph Abercromby'a
division ; and before long a general engagement took
Pplace, each army feeding its detachments, alresdyengaged,
with the utmost eagerness. Never was a less regular,
or less satisfactory, battle fought. 'The lost on both
siden was, moreover, great ; and the allies found them-
selven, on the return of night, masters only of the ground
for which the lives of nearly 2000 men had been thrown
away.

O,;'theprooeadingswhich enpued upon this unlucky
affair it is not necesssry that a lepgthened account
should be given. Baffled, to a certain extent, in the
open fleld, and made awsre, from his prisoners, of the
growing resources of the enemy, the duke of York
yielded to the distressing conviction, that conquest was
beyond his reach ; and, having conmalied his general
officers, fell back, on the 8th of October, to his
original position at Alkmaer and Petten. Here a ne.
gotiation was opened with general Brune, which ended
in a suspention of hostilities, and the ultimate evacuation
of north Holland under the terms of a convention, The
Batavian fleet, which had at first been demanded, wan
not, indeed, restored, nor were other conditions, humi.
Hating to British honour, admitted ; but the unmolested
embarkation of the trocps wes purchesed st & rate
mfficiently high, by the dismissal, withont exchange,
of 8000 French prisoners, On that pcore, however,
no greater degree of responsibility attaches to sir Ralph
Abercromby than to any other member of the eouncil
of war ; nor is it our intention to attribute the elightest
blaroe either to him-or to his coadjutors, by whom the
condition waa spproved.

The army of the Helder was no soomer broken up
than Abereromby returned to his command in Scotland,
which he continued to exercise throughout the winter of
1799, and during scme of the esrlier months in 1500,
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Euly in June, however, his talents were again called
into play, under circumstances, in many respects, more
favourable then had yet attended him. He reccived
orders to place himeelf at the head of an independent
armament, of which the design, sccording to immemorial
usage, waa kept secret, and concerning which it is not
eary to speak, even now, with the confidence that might
be supposed attainable by the narrator of events gone by.
The army, committed on this occasion to the guidance
of gir Ralph Abercromby, fell little, if at all, short of
20,000 men, end is spposed to have had for its object
4 diversion somewhere on the coast of Itsly, in favour
of the Aunstrians, then preaped to extremity in sll quarters,
We'express curselves thug guardedly, becanse the ec.
centric movementa of the expedition afford considersble
reason to doubt whether any definite or well arranged
plan waa ever chalked out for it, at least in London,
Be this, however, as it may, sir Ralph Abercromby
Jjoined his troops in Minores on the 224 of June ; and
the followipg moming they began, in all haste, to em-
bark. The firat port at which the squadron touched
was Leghorn, They reached it on the gth of July;
tut, finding that an armistice was already concluded
between the French and the Auastrians, no attempt was
made to force & landing. The fleet, on the contrary,
withdrew as it came, no act of bostility having been com-
mitted ; and s part making sail for Malta, the remainder
direetediueonrsetoMmoru where the troops were
mddi!l:ributedintoqulrtera. S0 matters
mdhllthebeglmngofﬁeptember when & second
embariation took place, snd the armament, which
amounted in all to 145 mail of vessels, bore awey, under
the command of admiral Keith, in the direction of
Gibralter. Arrived bere, & scarcity of water caused
fresh delaya to occur, alike haraseing to the British
troops, and advantageoas to the enemy. It was found
necessary to Yendesvous afresh in the bay of Teutar:
by snd by it wes esteemed advisshle to return tor
Gibralter ; and finally, on the 32 of October, whatever
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of doubt might remain on men’s minds wae removed by
the occupation of an anchorage ground off the mole of
Cadis. We will not pursue any farther the detail of
movements so abmrd and so prefitless. The reader is
doubtiess aware that the intended attempt came to
nothing : that the first divizion of troops, after they
had taken their places in the boats, were recalled ; and
that the idea of effecting, by violence, what was seen to
be unattainable by surprise, was pronounced visi
and romantic. Tt is mot for us to decide how far the
leadera of the expedition were swayed by the intelligence
which reached them touching the viralence of the plague
in the city; but if thia circumstance had not greater
weight than the preparations for defence uwpon which
the governor, with becoming ostentation, employed
himseif, it would not be easy to acquit them of having
relinquished a very importent object with a degree of
precipitancy scarcely to be justified. Be this, however,
as it may, Cadiz wae suddenly relieved from all ap-
prehensions of danger ; and the troops found that they
were destined, for some time longer, to beat about amid
:I;pﬂtum weather, apparently, at lesst, without an
ject.

‘Than the state of suspense to which sir Ralph Aber.
cromby was eubjected, rendered doubly intolerable as it
was by conflnement on board of ghip, there ia pothing
which tries more severely both the spirits and the health
of men unaccustomed to the privations of 8 maritime
life. fickness began to apresd through the feet in an
slarming degree ; and, in the feeling of impatience to
which it may, in part, be attributed, sir Balph Abercromby
partook not less than the mesuest of his followers.
More than one object, indeed, presented itself to his
mind, as demanding, at lesst, an effort at sttainment ;
and he Jooked now to Italy, now to Spanish America,
with 10 corumon interest or anxiety. Unfortuoately,
however, tho convention of Hohenlinden rendered the
inme:munl:'yuelmasaleeneofacmehwhlity.
while of the Jatter too little was known to senction the
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trangportation thither of one of the finest and most
effective corpe that ever quitted the shores of

There wes, however, a third point towards which
curiosity began to be directed. The sitnation of the
French in Egypt, deserted by their chief, end cut off
from gll hope of succour, parily in consequence of the
victory of the Nile, pertly through the murrender of
Malta, led more then one speculstiet to zegard them as
open to attack ; indeed we have good reason to believe,
that, long before he received instrnctions from home,
gir Ralph Abercromby had begun to calculate on the
possibility of destroying them. Fortune so ordered it,
however, that the entire responsihility of the enterprise
ghould not be thrown upon his shoulders. While he
vet hesitated, orders arrived from home to undertake
the expedition in question ; and on the 3d of November,
1800, the fleet, after taking in fresh supplies of water,
shaped its course, one division to Minorea, the other to
Malta.

‘That portion of the army which followed the fortunes
of the commander-in-chief reached Multa on the 30th,
where the troops were immediately disembarked for the
purpose of refreshment ; while the trensports and other
vessels underwent a thorough clesnaing and fumigation.
The detached eorps overtook the main body on the 14th
of December, and on the 20th the whole were again at
ses. Yet it must mot be supposed that, necessary as
the refreshment of 2 landing had become, the interval
between the 30th of November and the 20th of Decem«
ber was devoted to that purpose exclusively. A nego.
tiation, on the contrary, was opened with the authorities
at Constantinople for the supply of horses to the cavalry
and artillery emberked ; while colonel Anatruther, the
quarter-master~general, was sent forward to the next
place of repdexvons, in order to prepare the Turks for
the reception of their allies, end to ensure & ready market
of vegetables and fresh provisions. All thiz was, indeed,
advisable, in consequence of the anxiety professed by the
Turks to co-operate in the recovery of Egypt from French

¥oL. L Q
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dominion, as well as their eavnest entreaty that the fleet
would hold ite last rendezvous in Asia Minor, where &
flotilla of gun.boats should be prepared to reinforee it.
It seems to have been the wish of admiral lord Keith,
by whom the naval department of the expedition was
commanded, either to meet theee promised supplies in
the bay of Macri, or, failing that arrangement (and the
roadstesd proved to be exceedingly unsafe), to establish
an anchorsge at Rhodes.  But here, also, obstacles pre-
sented themselves, which it was found imposeible to
overcome; and the fleet was, in consequence, compelled
to move onwards, almost at random. Happily, at this
Jjunctare, the bay of Marmorice was discovered, a natural
harbour, inferior, both in extent and secmrity, to none
in the world ; and into it the vessels, not slightly af-
ﬁctedbyﬂlegﬂeswhmhtheyhndnddenmtwm
directed to steer. 'The effect of a sudden transition from
storm to calm, go scon as the narrow inlet had heen gained,
is thna forcibly delineated by sn eye-witnesa; —* The
surprise, the pleasure of the goldiers,” says sir Robert
Wilson, ¢ can acarce be described when they found
themgelves, in A moment, embayed by monntaine, which
formed the grandest scenery imaginable, and zailing in
emooth water, although the instant before the fleet was
Iabouring in & heavy gale of wind, and rolling sbout in
s tremendous ses. Even ships which conld not exrry
outside & top_gallant sail were now suddenly becalmed,
mdobﬁgedwbemwedupthehubnmbythebo&uof
the fleet.”
Along this delightfal and salubricus shore a camp was
immediately formed, whither the mick, with the neces-
sary attendanin, were transported. The infantry regi-
mhﬁbﬁndimbuhdbymm,mumingthsmn
selves to that mancenvre which they were 8o soon to
eXxercige in the presence of ant enemy ; while the cavalry,
of which there were two regiments, the 12th sand 26th,
besides & detachment of the 11th, remained constantly
lhmeinexpecuumofthmhngpmnedhmﬂ-
These came at last; but how different, in oll respocts,
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from the animaly which their imagination had pictured !

were not only * bad in theroeelves,” says colonel
Wilson, © but in such wretched condition as to make
the dragoons feel humiliation in being ordered to take
charge of them ;” indeed, cut of * seversl hundreds
brought in, only two hundred were kept for the cavalry,
about fifty for the artillery, and the remainder shot or
sold for a dollar apiece.” Buch was the result of an
attempt made to pupply horees {0 the mrmy by comtract,
even though the parties which undertoock the contract
were ° the honest worshippers of Mohammed.”

From the 28th of December, 1800, up to the 23d of
February, 1801, the fleet Iy at anchor in Marmorice
bay, the admiral waiting the arrivel of the capitane pasha
and his squadron, and the general endeavouring to ar-
range g plan of campaign with the grand vizier at Jopps.
Both were dissppointed in their views; for of the pro.
mised flotilla but a few gun-bhoate joined, while the
plague was found to have broken out in the visier's
aTmy, and, as a matter of course, it had become im.
movable. Nor was this the only matter in which the
leaders of the armament found themselves grievously
baffled send perplexed. There was not, throughout the
fleet, s map of Egypt on which the smallest reliance
conld be placed : no man, whether European or Asiatic,
knew any thing of the interior; indeed, Mr. Baldwin,
Iate comsul gt Aleyandria, and air Sydney Smith, were
the only individuale posseesed of the elightest inform.-
atien touching the country about to be invaded. Nor
was this sll. Day after dey brought intelligence which
rendered the necessity of en early entrance on the enter-
prize more snd aore apparent. It was discovered
that the remains of the army transported from Europe

while the statement, both of friends and foes, went to
q2
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prove that from the natives no efficient co-operation was
tobeexpectaed. In e word, it became manifest that

could be gained ; t]mtagreatdealwuhnmded
by delay ; and hence general Abercromby determined,
let the consequences be what they might, to threw him-
»elf, single-handed, into the hreach.

On the 20th of Februsry, theBntuhmny, conaiat.
ing of 12,000 effective; 1000 sick; 500 Maltese; a
numerous medical staff, attendants, commissaries, and
camp-followers ; in the whole, 15,380 men, quitted, for
the last time, the shores of Marmorice. On the 23d
the fleet, which numbered not less than 175 ssil, eleared
the bay within the space of a few hours, end the wide
waste of waters Iy all around them. For some days
there occurred no event of imporiance, except that the
infantry were distributed into six brigades and a re-
serve, at the head of which were placed the generals
Ludlow, Coote, Craddock, Cavan Doyle, Stusrt, and
Moore; whilethe cavalry was intrusted to the guidance of
brigadier-genersl French, end the artillery snd pioneers
to brigadier_general Lawson, On the 26th, however,
a squadron of storeships from England overtook them,
under convoy of L Pique, captain Young ; end on the
1st of March, the leading frigute made signal that land
was in gight. It proved to be the Egyptian coast, ad-
joining to Arsbe’ Tower ; and by an early honr on the
following morning the fleet lay at enchor in Aboukir bey.

The first piece of intelligence which met them here
wad hot caleulsted to elevate the spirits of the troops;
for they lefirned that two breve and skilful officers, whom
the general had sent on for the purpose of reconnoitring
the coast, had fallen, the one dead, the other alive, into
the hands of the French.® This was ebundsntly vex-
stious, on public grounds, sa well a3 a pubject of deep
regret in privete ; yet it threw no damp upon the ardour
of men who Jonged for nothing so earnestly as to be

¥ Thee wore mmchmtmnﬂeerorﬁ pmmjn.andaphln
Pistzher ; the Letter of wh trench Belisetinns, after
Mwm&fnmm:m-amMmﬂ
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hronght, no matter at what hszard, into immediate col-
lision with the ememy. But it was not the only mia-
fortune of which they found reseon to complain, The
weather had become so broken and squally that no boat
could venture to face it; and hence the landing, which
every hour’s delay rendered more and more hazardous,
became, for a whole week, totally impracticable. In the
mean while there occurred a circumatance which, from
ite singularity, rather than from any important results
srising out of it, well deserves notice. A French frigate,
which, by capturing some Englich vessels, had become
acquainted with the sigmals in use throughout the fleet,
boldly accompanied the expedition as if she had formed
part of it, and now shot a-head with the utmost coolness,
hoisted the tri-coloured flag, and, setting pursuit at de-
fiance, entered the harbour of Alexandria, She carried
8 very valuable reinforcement to general Menou; for she
waa laden with military stores, and had a detachment
of experienced gunners on board.

Matters continued thus, greatly to the chagrin both
of the general and hia followers, till the evening of the
7th ; when, the gale moderating, sir Ralph Abercromby,
gir Bydney Smith, and the chief officers of the ataff,
proceeded in three armed launches to reconnoitre. They
found that the most formidable preparations were made
to regist the deharkation ; and that & strong corps, both
of infantry end cavalry, oceupied the sand hills, which
gtretched in a semticircular form to the extent of sbout
s mile from the castle of Aboukir on the left. Along
that ridge twelve pieces of artillery were planted, so ag
throw, with the cannon from Fort Aboukir, a cross-fire
on almost every channel of approach; while several
mortars, hali-hidden by the inequalities of the ground,
gave promise of some variety, at least, in the nature of
the missiles about to be employed. Nevertheless, a
Iending must be forced ; and that, too, at the very point
where s0 many preparations had been hade to repel it:
0 there remained nothing for the general to accomplish
except the completion of arrangements which might

s
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enable him to bring his troops into action with s little
delay as poseible.

While the fleet pursued its passage from Mar-
morice, — or, rather, while the army enjoyed, in that
delightful bey, its season of refreshment, - the order of
landing had been very fully explained to the officers in
ecommsand of the several brigades end battalions. It
had been arranged that the first divisior should congist
of the 40th, flank companies, snd the 23d, on the
right ; of the 28th, 42d, and 58th in the centre; of
the brigade of guards, the Corsican rangers, the vayals,
and 54th on the left, amounting in all to 5230 men,
These corps, therefore, led on by major-general Coote,
under whom were generals Moore snd Ludiow,
to take their places in the boats 0 eaxly as two o’clock
in the morning of the 8th; and et three the whale
moved forward to the appointed place of rendezvous,
2 sloop of war, which had taken its station just beyond
cannonshot from the shore. As the fleet lay, however,
in very scattered order, und the distances to be tra-
versed were in several instances great, the day had long
dawned ere the concentration took place; nor wes it
till after eight o'clock that the boats were arranged in
such & manner as might engble the seversl parts of cach

iment and brigede to «ssume, on the instant of de~
Bbarkation, their proper places in theline. All was now
suspense and breathless expectation, when, about nine
o'clock, the mignal was made to advance, and the boats
sprang forward., It wonld be difficult to conceive a
situation of deeper or darker interest than that in
which the advance of the British army was now placed.
The men sat erect and motionless ; not s sound waa
heard, except the splash of the ozre in the water, while
the long line of bhoate moved rapidly, but in admirable
and exact array, towards the shore. Not long, however,
was that stern adlence permitted to continue nnbroken.
An if doubting the evidence of their own senses, the
encmy gazed for swhile, without offiring to the freil
armada the slightest molestation ; but their sstonishment
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soon gave place to other and more atirring sensations,
end they stood to their arms. In & moment the whole
of their artillery opened, and the ses hissed and hoiled
behind and before the boats, with round shot and shells,
that fell in showers around them.

Nothing dsunted by this reception, the seamen,
under the orders of captain Alexander Cochrane, pulled
on, and soon brought themseives and their burdens near
8 still more heavy and destructive fire. Grape and
musketry came down upon them like hail, and many
casualties were eustained ; yet the confusion crented
proved so trifling as acarcely to deserve motice. And
now the four regiments on the right, the 40th, 23d,
28th, and 42d, having geined & plece of shelter nnder the
elevated positicn of the batteries, were impelled onwards
with increased ardour and security. In a few moments,
the bosts touched the sand, when the troops, leaping
into the water, which came up in various inatances to
their middles, hastened, under volleys of musketry, to
form upon the beach. The formation was completed in
an ingtant; and then, with fixed bayonsts and unloaded
muskets, the whole charged gallantly, and with loud
shouts, up the face of the steep.

Had the enemy, instead of persisting to the last in
firing volleys of musketry from the summit of the
height, edvanced to the edge of the water, and given
the charge, resolyte 2s the assailants were, their dis-
embarkation, if eﬂtcbed at all, must have cost them
dear, This, however, they neglecteﬂ to do; and now,
the tables being turned, they found themuelmincupable
of sostaining the fierce and flery assault with which
the right wing bore them headlong from their position.
Though wearied, and breathless with toiling f.hroush
loose sand, the British troope no sooner gained the
summit, than they brought their bayoneta to the level,
and sprang forward ; upon which the enemy, withont
s0 much sa pausing to reload, fled in the utmost con.
fusicn. Normaekargeofu.n]ry mﬂlwhldlthq
endeavoured to dislodge the 423, attended with the

4
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slightest benefit. A heavy fire, thrown in with pre.
dixion, beat the commander of the French dragoons to
the earth, and cansed the troopers to gallop back in die-
order,

‘While the right thus carried all before it, and drove
the enemy from the key of their position, the guerds,
and other regiments on the left, sustained & not less
desperste contest both with eavalry and infantry, The
beach being level at the point where they forced their
landing, the guards found themselves charged by two
squadrone of horse ; from which, as yet being without
order or consistency, some Ioss was pustained. With
#dmirable coolness, however, the men threw themeelves
into line, wnd gave their fire, close, murderous, snd
rapid ; while the 58th regiment, forming on their right,
bore back a brigade of infantry, which endeavoured,
but in vein, to suatain the broken horsemen. Just at
thin moment, the royele and 54th, who, being em-
barked in traneport boats, failed to reach the shore so
early as their comrades, leaped ashore. They came in
time to receive and drive back 60O French infantry,
which were advancing throngh a hollow road, with
fixed bayonets, upon the flank of the guards, and who,
after an exchsnge of volleys, delivered at an interval
of twenty yards, broke and fled in confusion.

The debarkation was mow complete, and the battle
won ; for the enemy had abandoned their position, and
were in full retrest, covered by swarma of tirsillenrs,
on the road to Alexandria. No attempt wag made to
follow or molest them ; indeed the mind of the ge-
beral hed smple occupation in bringing the remainder
of his troops to land, while the men were em)
partly in conveying stores from the beach to the bi-
vouac, partly in digging wells in the sand, wherever
the proximity of date trees gave assurance of water. By
dint of extraordinary exertion the depits were esta-
blished, aud the army brought into a cendition to sct
on the 12th; and sbout noon the same day the whole
purhod farward, about four miles, on the Alexandria
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roed. Here, after sustaining a trifling skirmigh, in
which the patrols alone took part, a regolar encamp-
ment wae formed, et 2 place called Mandora’s Tower ;
and the troops reasted for the night, with their arms
piled beside them, in confident anticipation of more
serious work on the morrow,

‘The immediate result of thia forward movement was
to make the gemeral aware that the enemy were con-
giderably increased in point of numbers ; and that they
occupied a strong position among some sand hills and
palm trees, about a couple of miles in his front. He
had slready ceused the of Aboukir, or Maadie, to
be reconnoitred, and s squadron of gun boata and
Isunches prepared to support the operstions on shore,
by keeping parallel with the left of the army, both in
attack and defence. When, therefore, on the morning
of the 13th, the anmy quitted its ground, a correspond-
ing movement took plece with the gun boats, which
kept 28 close to the beach aa a regard to their own
safety would allow, and followed foot by foot the ad-
vance of the soldiery.

General Abercrombie divided hia troops on this oeca-
gion into three principal columng, of which the reserve,
under general Moore, composed the right, The centre
snd left were preceded, at a brief interval, by the §0th
and 92d regiments, communicating, the one with the
other, by means of skirmichers in chain; the right
moved on under eover of the 40th flank companies.
After a short march, which sufficed to carry them he-
yond the grove of palm trecs, under which the hivouae
had been formed, the leading corps found themselveg
in presence of the enemy, who were drawn up in gallant
xrrey along the ridge of a series of sand hills, that ex-,
tended from the canel of Alexandria to the lake.
5000 infantry, GO0 cavalry, and thirty-two pieces
of cannon, comstituted the force which occupied that
formidable position ; and the whole, as if anticipating
the movement actually in progress, stood ready for
battle, Nor did many minutes elapse ere the 90th
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snd 92d became warmly engaged with very superior
mumbers, The French gnitting their vantage ground

forward to meet the English advance, which,
with equal readiness and celerity, deployed into line ;
and in five minutes a haavyﬁmg,bathofmnsketzy
and camnon, warned those in rezr that the battle was

While the 92d bravely held its gronnd against in-
fantry, and the 0Oth® received and repelled & charge
of cavalry, sir Ralph Abercromby formed his main
army into two lines, directing the reserve, however, to
retsin its order in column, and to act aa cirenmstances
should seemn to require, He then sdvanced, though
lowly, for there were no horses with which to dreg
the gnne; and the vitmost exertions of the seamen,
even when aided by a portion of the soldiers, ecarcely
sufficed to move them through loose sand, which came
up, at times, to the very sxle_trees of the carrisges.
But the epemy did not pause to receive the attack.
They retreated, on the conirary, in good order, aban.
doning the heights which they had previously held, and
withdrew, within sn intrenched pesition, which they
hadfomedmthmtmmﬁ-ontof.&lexudxu

The retrogression of the French had not only been
mthouteonﬁalon but the excellence of their horse
uwellanhesh]fu]neuoftheirmuhmen,
uuedmeluumthepursum, nevertheless, wx

%

had mght chelter. With that view he continued to
the centre slone keeping ita direetion in
ﬂlep]a.m while the right and the left winga diverged,
B0 a3 to mecure certain eminences, under cover of which
ﬂleirﬁormaﬁon-uﬁghthkephee. Inthi:mmner,t]:e
'mmmgnm weze helmets ; and
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advance waa conducted till the line had approached
within peint-hiank range of the enemny’s batteries ;
where the aapect presented by their works, ss well aa by
the country, both in frontand flank, warned the general
of the necessity of examining more closely into the
nature of the chetacles opposed to him. A helt was
accordingly ordered; and the men stood still, exponed to
& murderous fire Jf cennon, while the general and his
staff rode forward to reconnoitre,

The diffculties under which eir Ralph Abercromby
Jaboured, through the abeence of all information touch.
ing the plans and dispositions of the enemy, were, from
firet to last, very grest. I wes found impossible to
make the Arabs comprehend the object of such ques-
tions as were put to them; while, from their own
stetements, voluntarily offered, no conclusions could be
drawn on which the gmenlwnaideredthatheonght
to plece the emallest reliance. The face of the country
also was, in many respects, deceptive fo the eye of &
stranger; and on the present occazion led such as
examined it into the commimsion of several glaring
errors, There was a plain on the right of the enemy,
covered with a species of nitroys ealt, which dazaled
the visual organs, and presented, in its emooth and
shining surface, & striking resemblance to a sheet of
water. No man in the army was aware at the time of
the wellknown effect of mirage; and hence the
weakest point in the enemy’s position, & flat, by tre-
versing which they might have been taken in reverse,
was regarded us impregnable. Tn like manner the
fiery brightness of the stmosphere, aeting upon a white
and glittering sand, gave to the gentle undulations, along
which the French had ranged their bstteries, an over-
charged semblance of height snd strength. The con-
sequence was, that after examining, with the closest
attention, what he believed to be a position of extra:
ordinary diffcolty, sir Ralph Abercromby came to
the determination of suspending his attack ; end the
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troope were directed to fall back upon the post from
which they had that morning dislodged the enemy.
The loes sustained in the course of this day’s pro.
ceeding, and particularly from the fire of the French
batteries, while the reconnoissance went on, was not only
severe in itself, but exceeded that which had occurred
during the hattle of the 8th, when a landing was forced
in the presence of an oppoeing enemy. Not fewer than
156 men and officers were killed, and 1070 wounded ;
whereas, in the previoua affair, the casualties amounted
in all to 617. Now, without calling in question the
wiedom of the reconnoissance, which was doubtless as
Decessary here as it is elsewhere, it cannot fuil to strike
the most careless observer, that the moment for con-
ducting it was as ill chogen as it is poasible to concejve.
The troops having been led within point-blank range of
nearly forty pieces of cannon were suddenly halted in
line, and the enemy, left free to exhibit their skill as
marksmen, mowed them down without imterruption,
during a space of several hours. It does not even ap..
pear that, except on the right, the common precaution
of making the men lie down, was adopted ; indeed we
are wld by an eye-witness, that ** the line stood with.
out betraying the slighteat irresolution, under a fire
that might have shaken the firmest troops in the world.”
There was great error in all this, inaemuch ag a elight
deviation to the right or left might have carried the men
clear of the direction of the shot ; and there is scarcely
any sxcrifice which a gemeral onght not to make, in
ofder to shelter his people from the effects of 2 can-
nonade. The best troops in the world grow unsteady
&nd loose under 2 continued exposure to long shots,
which work to the full as much mischief upon the
morale of a corps as they produce havoc in ite ranks.
The ground now occupied by the British army was,
upoh the whole, favourable for defence, compriging a
froot of ruther more than & mile in extent, from the
cangl of Alexandria and Lake Maadie on the left, to
the ses on the right. In the immediate vicinity of the
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canal there was & dead level, which the engineers were
directed to strengthen, by throwing up two batteries ;
the centre lay along a range of kills, from which the
glope ran gradually downwards towsrds the enemy,
while the right, after eweeping acroes another hollow,
appuyed upon a second range, amid which, at about
fifty yards distant from the shore, stood the ruins of an
ancient palace, Not fer from that ruin, which was
occupied by the 58th regiment, a redoubt was erected,
into which, being open in the rear, the 58th regiment
wag thrown; the 42d, 40th, and Corsican Rangers,
next took up the line, and carried it on ; the reserve of
cavalry were in the hollow ; the guarda, composing the
right of the centre, crowned the heighta; the Royals,
92d, 24 battalion 54th, and 1st battalion 54th, formed
in eschellon to the left; while the 8th, 18th, gOth,
and 13th, extended also in eschellon, till they rested
upon the battery end the canal, Buch was the first
Tne and its order. The second, consisting of the
Minorea regiment, De Rolle’s, Dillon’s, the Queens,
the 44th, 89th, 130th, and the 22d and 26th dragoons,
part of them dismounted, lay about 500 yards to the
resr. The 27th, 56th, and TOth again faced the canal ;
and the whole were covered by 2 chain of pickets,
which occupied the roots of the sand hilla from the mea
to the canal. .

In this position, along which were mounted two 24.
pounders and thirty-two field pieces, besides a 24-
pounder in the redoubt of the 38th, the army remained
insctive from the 18th in the evening up to the morn-
ing of the 2ist. Not that the interval between these
pericds w2a absolutely wasted ; for working partics were
continually engsged in bringing up stores from the fleet,
and tenta and other conveniences, of which they stood
greatly in need, were immed out to the men, The
castle of Aboukir likewise, which had been invested im-
medistely on landing, was pressed with great nigour ;
while one or two affiira of posts and an occasional eca-
valry akirmish sufficed to keep men in remembrance that
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an enemy was in their front. But of any
for bringing matters to the issue of a battle not a hint
was dropped ; indeed it appeared as if the gemeral,
though not lesz eager on that score than hia followers, had
begun to 2ct upon the commen principle of men over.
matched, —~ in other words, permitted day after day to
elapse, in the hope that somehow or another a lneky
accident might occur, of which it might be possible to
take advantage. On the 20th, however, a report was
made that several bodies of the enemy had been seen
waarching over the fiat, which, 28 we have already stated,
had been hitherto mistaken by the British officers for &
lske, In an instant the delusion under which all ranks
Iabogred was dispelled ; and though not unsware that
Menou had srrived from the interior, and that
the French army was Inrgely reinforced, sir Ralph de.
termined, o s00n 83 & more accurate examination of the
country should have been effected, to assault the enemy’s
lines by night.

Such was the situation and such the prospects of the
army, which the coming up of the 20th regiment from
the conquest of Fort Aboukir rendered more efficient than
it had yet been, when intelligence was conveyed to the
general that the enemy meditated offensive operations,
and that he might, from day to day, anticipate an at=
tack, The information was so acceptzhle, that sir
Ralph henitated as to the degree of credit which it de.
served, and took no other measvres than he had been
accustomed te do for the purpese of providing ageinst
surprie. At three o’clock every morning the troops
were under arms ; and they adhered to the practice on
the 21at; but for half an hour after the ranks were
formed nothing occurred o interrupt the silemce that
prevailed aronnd. By ard by, however, & single mus-
ket ghot was heard, which was followed by the firing of
three pieces of cannon, and the men held their hreaths
in suspense; but that fecling wes soon relieved by a
volley of musketry on the left which gave notice that
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the event so long and e ardently desired was on the
eve of its sccomplishment.

The firing which thus stirred up the energies of the
British troops, though sharp and warm for the instant,
soon ceased ; and there was again & profound silence,
The enemy had, it appeared, attacked a picket near the
canal, and were repulsed ; though whether so effectually
88 to deter them from renewing the attempt, or becauac
it snited not the designs of their leader to press the
British left t00 severely, no one could pretend to sur-
mise, But the doubt, if soch there was, which took
momentary possession of men’s minds was not permitted
long to exert its supremacy. General Moore, who
changed to be genersl officer of the night, and who, on
the firat slarm, had gallopped towarda the left, was but
a2 few moments returned to his brigade, when 2 wild and
broken hurrah, rising from the plain benesth, warned
him of the approach of the enemy; end a volley of
musketry, thrown in with stesdy effect, proved that
the grest end final game of war was about to be
played.

As scon as the first shot wes fired, sir Ralph Aber-
cromby sprang into the saddle, and rode with all haste
totherednubt. Hefoundthenghtofhsarmy

with their weight of pumbers. Nor were other regi.
ments idle. The 40th, moving briskly to support the
58th, rendered more corplete the victory which the
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latter corps had already won; and by a well-directed
fire cnt down whole sections of the now broken and dis.
orderly assailants.

Tt was atill profoundly dark ; and the emoke, curling
over the heads of the combatants, rendered all objects
at arm’s length from the eye totally invisible, Favoured
by the gloom, a freth column of French infantry — a
corpa designated on acconnt of its former exploita the
Tnvincibles — silently penetrated through a hollow way
between the right of the guards and the left of the 42d,
and peining unperceived the rear of the latter corps, took
it in reverse. The enemy then wheeled to their left,
and pushed upon the redoubt, in total ignorance that
they had thrown themselves into a situetion of the ut-
most peril. 'We have explained thet the ground on the
left of the redoubt was taken up by one wing only of
the 42d regiment. The other wing had formed &
second and & paralle]l line in the rear; and the route
pursued by the invincibles carried them, at this moment,
into the interval between these two hodies, For a
short time their progress remsined unchserved ; but
Yeutenant-colonel Stewart, who commanded the right
wing of the 424, suddenly becoming aware of the state
of the case, ruched forward with fixed bayonets, while
the rear rank of the left wing facing abont cherged
flercely to its new front. Maddened by this twofold
attack, the enemy rushed on, in the face of & murdercua
i from the 28th regiment ; snd, dashing at the
roins, made good their entrance, closely followed by the
42d. A desperate struggle with the bayonet and but-
end took place within these walle; for the 40th and
58th received the French in front, while the high-
Ianders hung upon their rear; but it was not of long con.
tinuance, After three fourths of their comradea had
fallen, the wreck of the French invincitles, to the mum-
ber of 200, laid down their armw.

While this was going on, fresh columps of infantry
endeavoured to force back the left wing of the 48d,
which was now weskened by the departure of ita rear-
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rank in the purwuit of the lnvincibles, general Moore
made haste to support them by bringing up rapidly the
remainder of the regiment ; snd sir Ralph Abercrombie
being; likewire on the spot, the enthusissm of the men
was wound up to the highest pitch, My brave
highlanders,” exclaimed he, ¢ remember your country,
remember your fathem.” A shout followed this brief
address, & single volley, and then a rush with the
bayonet, hefore which the enemy fled in great con.
fusion. But another and a severer trial was at hand.
Several squadrons of horse were seen, amid the glim-
mering of dawn, to be in motion; and, ere the 42d
could recover their order, the cavalry passed through
their ranks. Still the regiment, though broken, was
far from defested. The men fought bravely ax indi-
viduals ; and, though they suffered much, the chazge
was finally defeated. Nor did that gallant band of
cavaliers escape the fate which, but a few minutes pre.
viously, had overtaken the Invincibles, Wheeling also
to the left, and floundering amid & number of little
holeswhichthetmopshaddugint.hemdforfhe
Parpose of containing their camp kettles, they exposed
themselves to a murderous fire from the redoubt, be~
neath which men and horses came to the ground in
whole sections. Nevertheless, the attack in this quarter
wia renewed, egain and again, with uncessing fury.
First a colump of infantry advanced to msepport the
cavalry, then a second body of cavalry bore in as the
infantry retired, till the whole space wax atrewed with
the bodies of the slain ; and the 424 died, almost to a
man, where it stood.

Throughout this dreadful contest, sir Ralph Aber-
crombie, unattended even by an aide-de.camp, moved
sbout cheering the men, and exerting himself to restore
order. He wes thus employed when two French dra-
goons rode fariously at him, and endesvoured to lead
him wway prisoner. The brave veteran would not yield,
upon which one of the troopers made a longe at his
brmt,andpuledhaawordmthgrmfomemderth

¥OL. I,
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general’s srm : though severely bruised by & blow fram
the sword guard, Abercrombie seized the Frenchman's
weapon, and, ufter a brief struggle, wrested it from his
hand ; he then tarned, with equal judgment and mag.
nmimlty,toopponhuremlhinsadmy, bt thet
Tasn wan already harmless ; & corporal of the 424, cb
serving the perilous sltmation of his chief, sprang for-
wnd,mdlpplyingthemmﬂsofhhpiaeetotheli‘mek
man’s side, chot him dead.

Daring the continuance of the struggle on the righs,
the centre had not been without employment, though
the left remsined free from other molestation than a
distant and not very fatal cannonade. The guards, the
royals, and the 54th, were succemively attacked, and
with equal valour drove back the enemy, who gredually
bore away go az to bring almost the whole of their
weight upon the space between the left of the centre
and the right of the Ieftwms Not for an instent,
however, did they penetrate the Jine, which stood com.
pact and firm, not only while the smmunition which
the men carried in their pouches held out, but even after
the laqt cartridge had been expended. For it constitutes
a remarkable feature in this sanguinary action, that while
the enemy still hung on their front, the British troopw
stood on the defennive with their buyoneta alone,—an act
of cool and manly courage, such as no soldiers
to any other pation have ever been known to perform.
_ It was now eight o’cloek ; and the French, repulsed

fire, ll a supply of emmunition at length coming up,
the guns began to open. The French, who stood aloof
uifmﬁmdedbytbzmﬁonofnhotfmmthdr
opponents, now retreated in all haste ; and, as they were
not pursued, effected their escape to Alexandris,

A great and important victory was obtained, though wt
& price which was accounted, by every man and officer in
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the British army, s far too costly, The gallant vetersn
who had that day wielded their energies, was found to
have received a desperate wound ; vnder which, now
that the excitement of & doubtful conteat waa over, his
physical powers gave way. At whst precise period
during the batile the fatal bullet struck him, has not
heent accurstely ancertained ; though the weight of evi.
dence appears to 8x it as having taken effect during the
firet and most desperate charge of the French ox
Buch, at Jeast, seems to be the opinion of tbel.l.tere-
wected general David Stmart of Garth, who was him.

the 42d regiment, gives the following graphic account
aof the last scene in that memorshle drama: —

“ Bome time after,” says the wrlter, who has just

ﬂ.lewhnleﬁddofbutﬂe. Herehemmained,mgard]e-

of the wound, giving his orders so much in his usual

maaner, that the officers who cane to receive them per-

ceived nothing that indicated cither pain or anxiety.
B 2
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These officers afterwards conld not sufficiently express
their astonishment, when they came to learn the state in
which he was, sand the pain which he must have mf.
fered from the nature of his wound, A musket ball had
entered hiz groin and lodged deep in the hip joint ; the
ball wea even a0 firmly fixed in the hip joint, that it
Tequired considerable force to extract it after his death,
My respectehle friend, Dr. Alexander Robertson, the
surgeon who attended him, sssured me that nothing
conld exceed hig surprise and sdmirstion at the calmness
of his heroio patient, With a wound in such a pert,
conpscted with and bearing on every part of his body,
it is & matter of sarprise how he conld move a¢ ol ; and
nothing but the most intense interest in the fate of his
army, the issue of the batile, and the honour of the
British name, conld have inspired and sustained such
resolution. As soon as the impulse ceased in the as.
surance of victary, he yielded to exhansted nature, sc-
knowledged that he required some rest, and lay down on
s little mand hill close to the battery.”

By this time the rumour had spread abroad that the
commander.in-chief was wounded, and the place where
he lay was soon swrrounded by the general and other
officers. At & respectfn] distence from that melancholy
party, the soldiers stood in groups; the triumphant
foelings attendent on victory having given place to the
deepest sorrow, and the most intense anxiety ; for Aber-
crombie was adored by the men. A strict disciplinarisn,
ho nevertheless knew how to unite kindness with rigour;
and his mode of address was &t all times mch as to win
the affections of the very men whom he was compelled
from time to time to punish, The consequence was, that
among the rogged countenances that watched him on
that eventfn] occasion, there was scarce one over which
the * unaccoatomed tear™ did not flow ; and when at
last he wes borne off for transportation on board the
Foudroyant, he carried with him the blessings and the
prayers of al] yanks and degrees in the army.

‘Whatever science could suggest, or akill exscute w
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preserve s life so valuahle, was performed by the medical
gentlemen both of the fleet and the army. Every pos-
sible effort was made to extract the ball ; and he bore
for » while with so much firmness the painful and jrri.
tating operation, that confident hopes were entertained
almost to the last moment. Tt appeared, however, that
the mind was on this, as it in on varicus occasions, too
active for the body. 8ir Ralph Abercrombie could not
be persuaded to divert his thoughts from the condition
and prospects of the aymy; over which he continued to
watch, while & patient in the flag-ship, with the same
intensity of interest which he had experienced while on
ghore. His gon, lieutenapt-colonel Abercrombie, attended
him, indeed, from day to day, and took his instructiona
exuctly as if no misfortune had befallen him. It weuld
have been marvellous had natore withstood this two.
fold pressure, of bodily suffering and mental disquiet.
Throughout the evening of the 27th he became more
than nsually restless, complaining of excessive languor
and gn increased degree of thirst; and, from an early
hour on the morning of the 28th, humedwnlnﬂ:end.
anummtﬂnedmmnppmhenmm These were not
; for after )ingering a few hours, apparently

in htﬂepnn,thonghhbwnngunderldlﬂlenltyof
respiration exceedingly distreming to behold, the lamp
of life went out, and the soul of the chivalvous and
hnd_heutedveurmretnmad"toﬂmwhos“elt."
Thus died, in his 68th year, lientenant general sir
Ralph Abercrombie, — a man < whose memory” (we
quote the terms of the Gasette of the day) “ will be
recorded in the annais of his conuntry, will be sacred to
every British soldier, and be embalmed in the memory
of & grateful posterity.” We have nothing to de with
the peculiar phraseology in which this laudatory sem.
tence is wrapped up ; bat of the degree of commendation
intended to be conveyed no doubt can exist, and & Yerief
mrvey of the public life of the man will prove that he
was not undeserving of it. Breve snd sdventurous,
yet prudent, snd slways master of himeelf, no man

B8
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wua better calculated to win both the respect and af.
factions of ths soldiers, whom he moukded to his own
purposes, as well in action as et rest, without &
at any moment to go beyond the natursl bent of his
ordinary humear. But this, though a circunstance
well worthy of notice, is not the only, nor the most re.
toarkable, trait in his military character. 8ir Raiph
Abercrombie stands forth an almost solitary instance of
inexperience telling as nothing in comparison with the
impulses of a natural genius for war. He had passed
all the inferior gradations in his profession,
and attained to the §2d year of his age, before cirenm..
stances enabled him to look an enemy in the face; yet,
at a period when most men sre retiring from the bustle
of active life, he exhibited al? at once & thorough Inow.
ledge of his art, and rose to the rank of an able and
active genersl of division, How far he possessed the
comprehensive talents requisite for the maintenance of
& protracted struggle, or the gnidance of s Ilarge ermy
under circumstances of difficnlty and danger, it is of
cowrse impossible to determine ; but the praise cannot
be denied to him of having executed well whatever ha
undertook ; and of = man who succeeds thus far, it ia
searcely too much to conclude that, if pleced wpon an-
ﬁ:rmdalidﬁﬂdd,hewﬂdhmmmededthm
The services which sir Ralph Abercrombie performed
weze all of such & nature a» to debar his biographer, in
& grest degree, from the exercise of a very minute crie
tidsm. In the Netherlends and at the Helder, fin
example, his rank was merely that of a lientenant ; and
hence hin exploits, however meritarios, can be
a1 those of a subordinate only. During the West Indis
campaign, sgain, there was absclutely no ground for the
display of more than moderate shilities ; while, through.
out the Mediterranean eruise, we are perhaps justified
in concluding thet he acted strictly in accordence with
hjs inetmetions, and, therefore, did nothing, Itisto
bi» short camapaign in Egypt, therefore, snd to it slone,
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thet we can refer for the purpoee of determining the
rank which be is entitled to hold among the military
commanders of Great Britain ; and though it is easy to
discover, theve, faults, or at lesat errors, the reqult of a
genersl murvey will certainly not place him in the lowest
niche. Of the landing on the Sth of March it is im.
poseible to speak except in terms of the highest admir.
ation. B8ir Robert Wilson bas, indeed, affirmed that
the object would have been more effectually attained
had a divizion of troops passed up lake Maadie o a2 to
threaten the enemy’s rear ; and doubtlees, had the exnct
numbers and dispositions of the enemy been ascertained,
such a maneuvre would heve proved edvantageous.
But where such information is wenting, a general is
scarcely justified in exposing a emall force to be opposed
and cut off in detail, more especially when, as in the
present instance, his mesns of tranaport are insufficient
for the removal of less then one half of his troops from
the ehipa to the ehore. 8ir Ralph Abercrombie, acting
upon the knowledge which he possessed, adopted both
the hoidest and the wisest course, by assailing the enemy
in front,

We sre not prepared to deny that too much of delay
ocenrred between the debarkation on the Sth, and the
sffir on the 15th of March. Circumstanced as both
armies then were, sveryhouz of relaxation from the active
approaches of the English was so rouch time gained by
the French ; who, if briskly followed on the 10th, might
have fallen an easy prey by the bloodless occupation of
Alexandriz, -In like manner, the mede in which the
reconnoisance way eventually executed, lies open to many
snd serious charges. Nevertheless, let it be borne in
mind that aggressive warfare was then new to the British
army, and that the particular stage on which the pre-
sent campaign was carried op presented difficuities grest
in proportion to the want of experience smong those by
whom it was trodden. We must, indeed, confees cur

ise that the effect of the mirage should have hesn
such as to deter the individuals concerned from bringing
B4
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one senpe to the cesistance of another ; beceuse & aheet
of water, even when resl, is not often regarded as im.
passable, till en sttempt, at least, has been made to sound
its depth. Biill the scene was new; it produced but one
conviction among all who beheld it; end if the genersl
ylelded to that conviction, as it operated on others as
well as on himeelf, he probably did no more than would
have been done by 999 out of 1000 mimilarly circum.
stanced.

Having thus slightly glanced at such defects as appesr
to attach to his Egyptian campaign, it is an act of justice
to state thet for one of these & fair excase is to be found
in the conformation of the general’s visual organs, S8ir
Ralph Abercrombie wea exceedingly near-sighted; so
much so, indeed, as to require the use of a glasa in the
ordinary affairs of life,— in reading, in writing, and in
recognising his acquuintances. Yet, in spite of thaet de-
feet, no man was more perfectly at home on the fleld of
battle — both as to the menegement of his own troops,
and his ready anticipation of the movementa of his
enerny. Hin vigilance, moreover, and activity would
have been remarkable even in a youth, and in a veteran
of 68 they were quite wonderful. Had he aucceeded
at an earlier period in obtaining the direction of an army,
he would have probably earned s name eecond to few
in the annzls of his conntry ; as it is, that name will
uever be mentioned without bringing beck to the mind
of the listener & recollection of the first substantis!
triumph obtained over the hitherto victoricus arms of
revolutionary France. .

The body of sir Ralph Abercrombie was conveyed to
Malts, where, agreeably to » wish expressed by himnelf,
it was interred. Here the officers and men of his srmy
faised & monument to his memory ; while at home, a
peersge conferred upon his widow, with reversion 1o her
son, and the general lunentation of all claases, gave proof
bow deeply his Ioms was deplored both by his sovereign
and his fellow_sahjecta
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{ Nots.]—We cannot conclude this article withont
making the following extract from genera! David
Stusrt’s curious and valuable sketches of the charecter
and manners of the highlanders: —

¢ There was something remsrkable in thie (gir Ralph
Abercromby’s) family. The father, whe was born in
1704, lived to see his four sons honoured and respected,
snd at the head of their different professions. While
his eldest pon, sir Ralph, wes commander-in-chief in
the West Tudies, his second, sir Robert, hed the same
station in the East ; lord Abercromby (a lord of session)
was an emingntly learned and virtuous judge ; and the
fourth died in poesession of an independent fortnne
scquired in the service of the East Indis company.
Three of hin danghters were married to gentlemen of

end fortune, who resided so near him, that he -
could dine with either any day he chose ; and hia fourth
dl.ughur continuing unmsrried, devoted her days to the
of her father, Latterly he lived with
hissen. I happened to be in Edinburgh, in Mey, 1800,
and dined with lady Abercromby on the day sir Ralph
lefs ber to embark in that expedition from which he
never returped. A king’s messenger had arrived from
London the duy befere, and sir Ralph, cnly waiting for
a fiew necessary arrangements, set out the next morning.
When at dinner with the family, after his depertuze, I

particular destination was not known at that time, but
xtwumspectedhewwldbemmedumlyployed.
wear him out,” eaid he, “too econ’ (the
was then hsﬁSthyeu),‘tndmakeanoldmn
him before his time, with their expeditions to Hol.
the one year, and the West Indies the next ; and if
would follow my advice, he wonld settle at home and
hin vest” And when lasdy Abercromby obeerved
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that she was afraid that ke must go sbroad — * Then,”
said he, *he will never sce me more.” The verification
of this melanchely prediction might be expeeted from
bia great sge, being then in his §7th year. He died in
the month of July Mowing,eightmonthsblﬁmlm
son, whose abeence he regretted so much.”
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LIEUT.-GEN, 8IR JOHN MOORE, K.B.
1761—1809.

Jomy Moonx was bomn in the year 1761, in a tall
parrow-fronted house, which faces almoat directly the
Tron church in Trongate-street, Glasgow. He was the
eldest son of Dr. John Mocze, by & niece of Dr. Bimp-
pan, the celebrated mathematical professor, and trana.
lator of Euclid's Elementa ; and the grandson of Dr.
Chazles Moore, o native of Armagh, and one of the
ininisters of the established church in Btirling.

gir John Moore. His father, the well-lmown snthor of
¢ Zeluco,” though estshlished, at the period of his son’s
birth, as & medical practitioner in Glasgow, had epent
many yeaxs of his life in what is called the great world ;
during the progress of which he contracted sn intimecy
with some of the most distinguished public characters
of the day. Originally an asaistant-surgeon in London’s
tegimens, while perving under Jord Stair in Flanders,
he obtained, threugh the favour of the commander of
the forces, promeotion into one of the battalions of the

; and wae eventoally removed from the army,
that he might accompany, as domestic surgeon, lord
Albemarle, the English ambasssdor, to the court of
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ground. The consequence was, thet whem, on his re-
tmrn from Pasin, he found it expedient to settle in Glas.
gow,theﬁ:endlofhilsaywhmndldmtﬁmgethm

wnd though circumstances rendered unnecessary any
exertion of thelr interest on hin own behalf, it was freely
mdwﬂlinglyamndedinﬁmofhism Henee
the exrly appointment of the rubject of this memoir to
an ensigney, and the facility with which he was enabled,
not only to advence himself in his profession, but to
tarn to good account other opportunities of improvement
which come in his way.

Young Moore received the rudimenta of his education
at the grammar school of his native city, — & peminary
which has had the good fortune to send ont into the
world as many distingnished men 29 any other other of
which SBcotland can boast. His stay there was, how.
ever, brlef ; for his father, anxious to make him master
of the French and German langusges, sent him abroad
while yet very young, and placed him under the care of &

Swiss clergyman. In Switserland he conti.
nued to veside till the year1776, when he was recalled for
the purpose of joining the 51at regiment, to which he
Liad been appointed : but he had scarcely done so, when
another event befel, calenlated in no trivial degree to
sffeet both his present purposes and futore
‘We allude to the selection, by the duchess of Hamilton,
of Dr. Moore, as travelling tutor to her won,— a young
nobleman of delicate conetitution apd quick parts ; and,
23 & Deressery consequence, requiring both a skilfol
physician, and gentleman of talent and experience in

manmers, to watch over him while pasming
through the ozdesl of a continental tour.

My. Moore being af that time a singulerly elegant
youth, surpassingly handsome, graceful in his manners,
and possessed of mmumerons seccomplishmenta and sn ex-
cellent judgment, the duchess esrnestly besought that
he also might accompeny her son, with whose years his
Qwn very nsarly corresponded.  No objection was offired
to this arsngement, either by Dr. Mocre or the com-
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mauder-in-chief, and the young ensign became, in con.
sequence, the bosom friend of the duke. Under these
very favourshle suspices he visited France, Switzerland,
Italy, and theGermmsmm,mmnsﬁ-eely,uwe]lu
his noble companion, in'the best pociety; and atiracting,
Wherever he went, the marked notice both of the aged
and the young. At Vienna, in particular, he seems to
heve made a very deep impression, particularly upen
the empebar Joseph 11., by whom he waa strongly nrged
to abandon the English service, and to enter into that
of Austris. But Moore was not only a soldier, but a
petriot : he loved his profession, but he loved his coun.
try still more ; and, being sbout this time promoted to
8 lientenancy in the 82d regiment of foot, he turmed to
these flattering propesals a deaf ear. A similar resnlt
attended the applications of the duke of Brunswick, who
would have willingly allured him into the renks of his
own army. Moore returned home at the conclusion of
his tour, and joined the 82d regiment az a lientensnt.
From thia period up to the month of September,
1780, there occura little in the history of sir John
Moore, of which, in a gketch like the present, it is ne-
cessary to give an account. He had obtained hia lieu-
tenancy by purchase ; his company wea conferred upon
him after & similar fashion ; and to the duties of com-
manding his men was added, shortly afierwards, that
of acting as paymaster to the regiment. It speaks vo.
lumes in commepdation of the zeal and intelligence of
vaptain Moore, that, finding himself somewhat defective
in his knowledge of accounts, he should have adopted,
st this juncture, the only effectual method of mastering
the difficulties that beset him. Requesting and obtain-
ing leave of abeence from his corps, he retired to Glaa.
gow, where he became an smateur clerk in the counting..
house of Mr.George Mgcintosh, a merchant in that sity.
We are not aware that there is upon record s more
curious example of the triumph of good sense over hoth
prejudice and indolence.

We regret exceedingly that of the mode in which
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capiain Moore's time was spent, from 1780 up to 1784,
our researches have not ensbled us to acquire any ac-
curate knowledge. 'We know, indeed, that the 824
regiment served during the greater part of that
interval iu Ametics ; and the character of Moore lesds
us to conclode, that he would not willingly keep aloaf
from the perils and hardships to which his cosnrades
were exposed. Xt is mtated, moreover, by Dr. Cleland,
in his valuable * Btatistica of Lanarkshire,” that Moore
did eccompeny his regiment scrows the Aflantic ; and
the inscription on the monument evected to his memory
in Bt Paul’s cathedral enumerates  America” smong
the fielda of his varied and meritorfous services. It
is fair, therefore, to conclude, that, as captain of
grenadiers, he first became practically acquainted with
the duties of his profescion; and we need not doubt
that, as far as his means and opportunitiea permitted,
he ** distingnished himeelf in the field:” tmt of any
particnlar exploits which would justify this conchusion
we are ignorant, end fo record the general services of
the 824 regiment comes not within the scope of this
work. We must be content, therefore, to state, that
he continued to act as a captain till Jenuary, 1784,
when he was reduced upon half-pay ; and that he re.
sumed not bis military employment till November,
1785, when he was appointed 1o & foll pay company
in the 100th foot.

It was ot this stage in his career that Moore began
to embark in politics, being elected, in 1784, to repre.
sent the Lansrk district of boroughs in parliament,
He retained his sezt for sbout six years, speaking from
time to time with great propriety and elegance, and
convincing all who heard him, that his feelings were
honourable and upright, end his knowledge extensiva.
But Moore was not formed to thread the mazy and
tortaons pethe into which the mere statesman, as he ia
called, it but too apt to diverge. His heart end soul wers
in his profesaion, where his advancement continued to go
on, il we And him, in 1799, gesetted, on the 30th of
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March, to the Eeutenant.colonelcy of the 51st regiment.
He now resigned his place in the house of commons ;
proceeded to Ireland, where his battalion was guar.
tered ; and continned to command it, at various pesceful
stations, till events called him forth into & more cone
genial feld of active enterprise,

The island of Corsica, after frequently changing its
masiers, snd sustaining many and arduous
for independence, was made over by the Genoese, in
1768, to France, and subdued, though st the expense
of considerable hloodshed, in 1769, Under that mon.
archy it remained mbmissive till the Fremch

threw off their allegiance to their soveveign, and
snarchy and misrale mcceeded to a government, full
of faults no doubt, but at least regular and systemstic.
During the first successes of the revolutioniats, and the
trinmph, aa it was esteemed, of liberty, general Pascal
Paoli, long an exile from his home, re-sppeared upon
the stage, and made haste to advocate the claims of
his conntrymen to that freedom which he had formerly
striven to carve out for them. On visiting Paris, he
wab received with enthusiastic venerstion-—the national
sssembly end royal family vying in their endeavours
to show him distinetion ; and being eventually created
president of the department and commandant of the
national gusrd of his native island, he waa sent over to
establish there a totally new order of society.

Paoli’s views of liberty were, however, difftrent from
those which unhappily began to mislead the French
people. He pought to establish that epecies of free.
dom, which iy the protector, not the destroyer, of
property ; and which, while content to seeure practical
happiness among all orders in the community, trests
theoretical perfection as a visien too bright ever to be
realised. In plain language, Paoli endeavoured to
keep Comios free from the prevailing infection of
Jacobinism ; and received as his reward s summons to
appear before the bar of the national assembly. The
weteran ¢ould not for a moment mistake the ohjeet of
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that decree, He refused to cbey ; and putting himself
st the head of an influential party, which remembered
hia former services, and adhered to him in the present
junctuve, he carried on for some months an unequal
contest with the French garrison and its adherents,
With the events which characterised the Corsican
war of 1708 (and they afforded to Napoleon Bona-
parte the means of acquiring his first military laurels)
we have in this place no concern. Genersl Paoli and
his friends lost neither honour nor influence during the
contest, though the progress which they made towards
the total expulsion of the French wee, to sey the least
of it, extremely langnid, Under these circumstances,
Paoli sent urgent entresties to lord Hood that he
would come to the aaeistance of the Corgican patriots ;
and represented the condition of the encmy as desperate
in the extreme, in consequence of the difficulties which
they experlenced in procuring provigions. Lord Hood,
who had recently witnessed the evacuation of Tonlon,
felt little disposition rashly to commit sgain a British
force in an enterprise of dombtful issue. He deter.
mined, therefore, to despatch, 28 & siep preliminary to
all others, two officers on whose judgment he could
rely, for the purpose of mscertaining exactly how the
opposing parties atood, and giving in a report as to the
eligibility of the proposed emterprise. Ome of the
officers selected to discharge this important trust was
Lieutenant-colonel Moore. He had recently joined
general Dundae’s aymy a8 commendant of the 51st
regiment, and he now, on the 18th of February, 1794,
in eompany with major Koelher, quitted the anchorage
in Hieres bay, to proceed on his perilous mission,
Colonel Moore effetted a landing with some difficulty,
for the coast was then entirely in possession of the enemy,
and succeeded in upiting himself with one of the irre-
gular bands that acted under the orders of Pach. Under
such guidey he was condueted to the Corsican general,
under whose protection, hut not slways in his camp, he
Epent several days, The result, however, of his en.
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guiries led him to the conclusion, that a compliance
with Paoli’s request would probebly lesd to the reduc.
tion of Coraica. He sent in his report to lord Hood and
genersl Dundsa; end, retiring as he had come, took
shelter in the island of Rousea, where he waited patiently
till the fleet should arrive to relieve him,

The statements of colonel Moore were 20 clear, and s0
ably drawn up, that the admirsl’s scruples immediately
vanished. He veported that the enemy were indeed
pressed ; but that & reinforcement of 8000 men, under con.
voy of two frigates and several smsller vessels, was daily
expected from Nice; so that if strenuous exertions were
not used to prevent and cut off' that supply, Paoli must
again shandon his comntry, end the peeple receive once
more the yoke of France. Itwas on the morning of the
28d that the preceding intelligence reeched lord Hood,
The same evening he weighed anchor, and causing a
frigate to stand in ghore 50 as to receive colonel Moore on
board, held his course with sixty sail of vessels towards
Corgica. But a storm coming on, he wea compelled to
take refuge in the harbour of Porto Ferars, which he
reached with extreme dificulty at a Iate hour on the
20th.

Having remained here t{l the Gth, that the damage
suatained in the Iate gales might be repaired, and sup-
plies of wine and bread taken on board from Leghorn,
the fleet again set sail, and, on the 7th, all the transports,
under convoy of the Fortitnde and Juno frigates, came
to an anchor ip-Martello Bay. Here the troops were im-
mediately landed, and took possession of certain heighta
which overlooked and commsnded the town, while the
frigates expended their fire during s space of not less
than two hours end & half in a vain effort to tuin the
enemy's defences. They were eventually compelled to
draw off, efter sustaining & good deal of damage ; and
the care of reducing the forts which defended Martello
Bay devolved upon the srmy,

There were three works which commanded the pro.
poeed snchorsge ground ; namely, the tower of Martello,

¥OI. Itl.
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the redoubt and batteries of Convention, snd the tower
of Fornelli. We have just slluded to the attempt made
from the sea to reduce the former of these works, snd
of ite unexpected failure. WWhile thia waa going on,
colonel Moore, atfthe head of the royala and 6G1st regi-
ment, supported by & small howitzer and a G-pounder
gun, was detached over a mgged and mountainous conn-
try for the purpose of attacking the tower of Fornelli,
of which the inhabitants reported that it wsa incapable
of sustaining the fire even of the lightest field artillery.
Moore executed the service intrusted to him with all
pomible zeal and activity ; but found, on gaining the
heights whence he had been directed to batter the place,
that his fleld-piece made no impression. The shot,
indeed, scarcely reached acrose & ravine that interposed
between him and the object of his sttack ; while the
deccent was »o precipitous, that the goatherds them-
selves scarcely ventured to penetrate into the abyss.
Under these circumstances, he at once, and with grest
judgment, relinquished his design, and returned next
day to head.quarters, now cateblished opposite so Foxt
Convention.

The difficulties which attended the siege of that place
were of no ordinary pature. Built upon an isolated
hill about 250 feet from the sea, Fort Convention could
be battered only from the summit of a steep crag, 1000
yarda distant from itz outline; and to the top of that
erag the breaching guns wepe carried by the seamen
belonging to the fieet. From the 12th to the 15th of
February, both men and officers Ieboured incessantly
at this ardnons task, which was at length accomplished
bytheuhhlnhmtoftwobatteﬁa, containing each
three picces of artillety. On the morning of the 16th,
tbegumopmdthurﬂm,wh:]:ﬂwukeptny,mthwt
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delay ; and the command of the foree to be employed
on that occagion, conwisting of the royals, the 25th,
the 50th, and 51st regiments, was intrusted to lieu-
tenant-colonel Moore.

At eight o’clock in the evening of the 17th, the as-
sxilanta quitted their ground, snd advanced in three
columns towards Fort Convention. They reached the
base of the hill without interruption, just a8 the moon
begsn to rise, and, springing forward with fixed
bayonets, forced their way at three points within the
works, Scarcely a shot, indeed, wes fired on either
uide, after the first dissharge from the remparts had
been given; and the comhat which is maintained when
steel does the work of shot in seldom, as every soldier
knows, of long continnance. Within five minutes from
the commencement of the asssult, Fort Convention feli
into the hauds of the English; and the commandant,
with a considersble proportion of the garrison, laid
down their arms.

The fall of Fort Convention was followed, almost
immediately, by the evacuation of Formelli; nor did
the governor of St. Ficrenzo consider it necessary to
hazard a siege. Both places were in consegmence oc..
cupied on the 20th of March, after which » movement
waa made by sea and land upon Bastis. Here consi-
derable resistance was offered ; but the fire from the
shipping fell so heavily, and the batteries on shore were
so well perved, thet on the 21st of May, Bastia likewise
opencd its gates om capitulation. There remained in
the enemy’s hands only the town of Calvi, — s place of
prodigious strength, aa well as of great commercial jm-
pnrunee,-—andﬂmhertbempl,mcommmdedby
Lieutenant-genersl sir Charles Stuart, prepared to move
with as rouch celerity as might conaist with the com.
pletion of the necessary preperations.

Between Bastis and Calvi & mange of steep tmoun—

tervened, exceedingty
to horses, and quite impracticable for artilery. To
aveid that obstacle, the admiral and general catne to the
2
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determination of transporting the army, with its stores,
by sea; and, on the 10th of June, the whole disem-
barked =t Port Agrs, » little bay somewhat remaved
from Calvi, The same evening sctive operations were
begun hy the sccupation of the Bierra del Capuccine ;
and the position being distant from the enemy's ad.
vanced works not more than three miles, a close
reconnoissance was immediately executed. It served to
convince general Stuart that the reduction of Calvi
would prove 2 service of comsiderable hazard:
nevertheless, dispesitions were promptly made for the
erection of batieries; and the mountain passes being
seized, the sesmen were agzin employed to drag up the
face of an almost perpendicular cliff, canpon and
mortars.

There were two principsl redoubts, which, with bat-
teries communicating, covered the approsches to the
town, and rendered the harbour and roadstead imper.
vious to & hostile squadron, Against these, called the
Molimochisco and Monello Foris, the firat attacks were
directed, with a combination of akill and courage which
could not fail of leading to the happiest results. ‘The
former, after wustaining an incessant canoonade, was
threstened, on the Gth of July, with an asseult; and
the encmy, conacious of their inability to resist, aban.
doned the reidloubt. Fresh exertions were then made to
ruin the defences of Mosello, by opening a heavy fire
from two points at once ; and on the }8th & practical
breach was effected. But one step now remasined to be
taken. ‘Lieuterant-colonel Moaore, at the head of the
grenudiers, the light infentry, and the second bettalion
of the raysls, was commanded to storm ; while s second
corps, under colonel Wemys, should support Lim, by
threatening an entrenchment on the left.

ing could exceed the steadiness and gallantry
with which this arducus duty was perforrued. The
woops, sdvancing with unloaded srms, in the face of &
murderous discharge of shot and shells, ascended the
breach an hour before dawn; and, though heavely
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opposed with pikes, chevaux de frise, and other im.
pediments, made good their entrance. Calvi was no
longer defensible, The governor withstood, indeed, &
rencwal of the cannonade, which continued throughont
the next and pert of the succeeding day ; but, by noon
on the 2igt, further resistance became useless, and he
beat the chamade. Very honourable terms were granted
to him, in consideration of the valour displayed in his
defence ; and Calvi, with ita dependencies, swubmitted
to the English arms.

Corgica was now wrested from the gripe of France,
and became, for s short time, a portion of the British
empire, not without an earnest desire on the part of the
king's government to render the people happy amd the
island prosperous. A strong body of troops was, more-
over, left for its protection ; to which, in the capacity of
adjutant-general, colonel Moore mnained attached : but
the office, though both honourable and lucrative, was
not such as this enthusiastic soldier desired to hold.
Ap was well yemarked in the order iesued to the army,
while it yet mourned the recent loss of him whom all
ranks equally loved and respected, < in war, he eourted
service in every quarter of the globe ;" nor was he long
doomed to linger under what was to him a real source
of unessiness — hiz absence from a fleld of active en-
terprise. Unfortunately, too, he mixed himself up in
questions with which, ss a military officer, he had no
concern ; and, becoming peculiarly obmoxious to the
governor, sir George Elliot, he was recalled. Never.
theless, his character as a man and & soldier suffered no
eclipse : on the conirary, he received intimation, early
in 1795, that his presence would be required with the
force which waa sbout to proceed, under the commsand
of general Abercromby, to the West Indies. He
hurried to his post ; and having, by thia time, atteined
to the rank of colonel by brevet, he was gratified to find
that the Incal distinction of brigsdier had been secured
to himn, as well as the guidance of » conzidersble body
of troops in the fSeld 5

&
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In our sketch of the military life of sir Ralph Aber-
cromby, we have made repeated mention of the valour
and okill displayed by brigadier_general Moore, during
the progress of the West India campaign. We shall
not, in this place, recapitulate what has been said there
descriptive of the debarkation at St. Lucia, or the
forcing of the enemy’s positions at Morne Chahot and
Morne Fortunde ; but it is necessary to add, that, when
the commander.in-chief withdrew to prosecute other
enterprises, general Moore was left with the 31st, 44th,
48th, and 55th British regiments, the corpa of rangers
and German yegers, to maintain the conquests siresdy
achievedl, Nor wan that a service devoid of hzzerd, or
agreeshle, either in its prosecution or secomplishment.
Bands of French troops, withdrawing inte the interior,
formetl a junction with the Caribs and runaway elaves,
and maintained, for some time, &2 war of inroads and
plander, to the extreme alarm of the planters and the
annoyance of the king's troops. Genersl Moore pene.
trated, in pursuit of the brigands, into the wildest re
cesses of the mountaine. His troops suffered severely
from sickness, and the unavoidahle consequence of ex-
posure to hardships in a climate so pernicious ; yet he
thoroughly extirpated these lawless bands, nd forced
them to unconditiona] surrender.

During the progresms of these operations, and for
some tilne after they had ceased, the mortality in the
ranks of the English arnry was troly fessful: there
died, in the course of one year, not Jess than two thirds
of the force originally intrusted to general Moore : in.
deed, the 31st regiment alone dwindled away, from an
effective strength of 915, to 74 men. This was & waste
of life far more extravagant than the most active
European campaign has ever been known to demand ;
while the unhappy victims of a pestilential climste m
deprived of the consolatory reflection that, I:y
sacrifice of life, they did their coumtry service.
lesa forward to meet ane species of danger than he waa
prompi in setting the example of devotsdness under

%
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another, general Moore shared, from firat to last, all
the hardehipa rustained by the meaneat of his followers.
Like them, he lived upor ealt pork and biscuit; slept
in the woods, destitate of other cover than his cloak ;
and was continually in progress from post to post,
wherever his presence sppeared to be peculiarly re.
quirced. At length the deaths became so numerous,
that officers sufficient to carry on the current dutiea
were wanting, General Moore was, in consequence,
laid under the painful necessity of isawing a peremptory
order, that no man, except in the last extremity, should
apply for leave to quit the island ; and the restrictions
which a sense of public duty compelled him to impoae
upon others, he was not the man, in his own person, to
evade. He, too, became seriously indisposed ; yet the
entreaties of 'h:s medical attendants were

till conscicumess had deserted him: he was then re-
moved on board of ship, where, after & scvere struggle,
he recovered.

The chject of general Abercromby’s expedition being
fully accomplished, brigadier-general Moore returned
to England, where he received the rank of major-ge-
neral, and was, in September, 1798, appeinted to the
coloneley of the gth West Indis regiment.

General Moore reached his native country at s mo-
ment of imnminent peril, when Great Britain was threat-
ened by invesion from France, snd Ireland groaned
under the horwora of = desperate and well orgamised re-
kellion. He was directed to proceed to the latter country,
and there, first under the orders of his old chief, and
Istterly under lord Cornwallis, he exerted himself to
pressrve order and to put an end to violence. Of the
part which he played during the inroad of general
Hombert's corps, s mificiently detailed account hizs been
given elewhere. We are not, therefore, required to

upon that era in his military career further than

by stating, that his diligence, activity, and talent drew

forth, on all ocessions, the warmest praise of his supe.

xiors ; mdthathhpmpﬁg:deinoppoﬁngtheenemy
: ]
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eould be equalled only by his stesdiness and zeal in
maintaining strict discipline among his own troops.
There was not a brigude employed throughout the re-
bellion, which supported a higher character both for
valour and good conduct than his,

Tranquillity being restored, and a force collected in
Kent, for the svowed purpose of straitening the enemy's
resources abroad, general Moore lost no time in meking
a tender of his services, which were at once cheerfully
accepted. He took command of o brigade in the first,
or sir Ralph Abercromby’s, divizion of the army which
wan destined, under the late duke of York, to asaist the
Dutch in their expected revolt; and he landed on the
27th of Angust, 1799, at the Helder, where he became
immedintely and warmly engaged, Of the resnlt of
that ection an aceount has already been given, as well as
of the eventz which followed, including the occupation,
at daybresk on the 28th, of the Helder point by ge.
neral Moore’s brigade. In like manner the batlen of
the 19th of Beptember and the 2d of October have been
detailed, in the lztter of which general Moore received
two severe wounds : one through the thigh, which he
totally disregarded ; the other in the face, which com-
pelled him to quit the Seld. Enough, therefore, in
done, when to these genersl descriptions we add, that
from the beginning to the close of the affir, general
Moore s ewinently distinguished himself that
neme occurs in every deepatch as that of sn
whose services were invalnable ;: and thet he
home more and more an ohject of admiration to his
country, and enthusisstic attachment to his feflow sol.

b

The injuries which be had sustained were of a sericus
naiure, and his comstitution stood in need of yepose ;
yet, when, in the spring of 1800, 5 fresh expedition wan
prepared, he again stood forward as a candidste for em.
ployment. Hie wishes were immediately attended to ;
diminished by the sssnrance that he was about to serve
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agsin under hia beloved and venersted leader, sir Ralph
Abercromby. We will not run the risk of unne
Tepetition, by giving here even the outlines of that service
at its commencement. Let it suffice to say, that eir
Jobn Moore accompanied his chief, flrst to Minorca,
Genoa, Gibralter, Cadiz, and Malts ; and eventually to
Marmorice, the point of finet rendezvous, and to

It is worthy of remark, however, that while the flect
Iy st Marmorice, genera! Moore was despatched to
open s communication with the grand vizier ; and that
the report which be brought back of the wretched
condition of the Turkish army induced sir Ralph Aber-
cromby to lay aside all thoughts of co-operation. Hence
the direct movement to Alexandria, the vizier remain..
ing inactive at Joppa ; and the brilliant landing of whicl,
in & preceding article, we heve endeavoured to commu-
nicste the details,

In the mbeeguent proceedings of the army, including
its advance on the 14th, and its repuise of the enemy
on the evening of the 21st of March, general Moore gave
fresh proof of that eourage and military talent of which
he was known to be possessed in mo ordinary degree,
'We have alresdy spoken of his grest gallantry during
the action of the 2Ist, when, as general officer of the
day, no trivial share of responuﬂuli devolved upon
him. He received, early in the batﬂe a musket ball in
the leg, which hepermted i:ntremngmthneglect nor
did he‘quit the field till the firing wholly ceased, and
the victory, to which hia personal exertions had largely
contribated, was secured.

The effect of that wound was such as to deprive the
army of general Moore's services throughout the conrse
af those somewhat tardy snd eccentric operations, which,
after the reduction of Rosetts, carried it by Remanach
and Menouf to Grand Caire. The investment of the
latter place was, indeed, in progress, when he arrived to
resume the commend of his corps ; and, deabtiess, his

would have contributed greatly to promote the
vigour of a siege, had the enemy found it convenient to
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bring mutters to that extremity. This, however, proved
not to be the case. On the 22d of June, general
Belliard sent out a flag of truce, with a zequest that an
English officer of rank would meet & commissioner from
the French army, for the purpose of negotiating a ca-
pitulation ; end genersl Hutcheson was too conscious of
his own weakness not to accede to the demand. A treaty
was accordingly entered into, by which the French
agreed to surrender Cairo, snd to withdraw, with their
arms, haggage, sad artillery, from Egypt, while the En-
glish undertook to grant them a free paxsage to Rosetta,
where means should be provided for ransporting them
to France,

The state of genersl Hutcheson’s heglth, materially
injured by fatigue and expomure, aa well as his great
snxiety to re-establish the ancient government of Egypt,
induced him to remain with a wlender escort at Cairo ;
and the command of the symy which accompsnied the
French on their route to Rosetta devolved on general
Moore. It was an office of little denger, though involv.
ing & good deal of responeibility, and genersl Moore dis-
charged it in & very masterly manner. At the head of
little more than 6000 men, he merched in parallel co.
Ilumne with the French, whose effective force fell not
short of 10,800 of all arms; and he encamped night
after night regularly, and with the strictest discipline,
within cannon-shot of these armed snd not over scru-
pulous prisoners. 'We are not prepared to say, that the
idea of violating his engagements ever entered into the
mind of general Belliard,—far less, that the faintest
symptom of disaffection displayed itself throughout the
journey; yet to general Moore the credit ought not tohe
refused, of maintaining, from first to last, such a coun.
tenance as mast have overawed that dispoeition, had it.
ariven either among the officers or the men. The.
French general himself, indeed, did hin escort the justice
to remark, that a more orderly and better regulated
movement had never been performed by troops.

While the main body of the British srmy wes ad-
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vancing upon Grand Caivo, and cerrying forward that
veries of attacks which ended in the surrender of the
capital, & force of 4000 men, under genersl Coote, con.
tinued to occupy the lines in front of Alexandria, and
to keep in check the remmant of Menon's corps, which
had retreated thither subsequently to the defeat of the
R1st of March., It is not our province to explain the
measures which Coote deemed it expedient to adopt, in
arder st once to secure himeelf from molestation, and to
support the blockade, It is suficient if we remark,
that they were all marked with great judgwent and pru-
dence ; and that even the breaking down of the canal
of Alexandria, though a suhject of deep regret, was dic.
tated by a stern and irresistible necessity. By this
mezana his front became considerably narrowed, and the
duties imposed upon his pickets rendered lees harass-
ing and jrksome ; while the power of effecting sorties
was, in a great messure, taken away from the enemy,
at least in quarters where to meet them would have been
both difficalt and hazardous. 8till, though compara-
tively afe from the first, and rendered doubly so aa the
season advanced, in consequence of the arrival, early in
July, of nine battaliona from England and Malta, Coote
could attempt nothing offensively till the total eubju-
gation of Upper Egypt left general Hutcheson at liberty
to devote his undivided attention to Alexandria. The
middle of August had, therefore, arrived, ere the siege
of that important city may be eaid to ’bave begun ;
though the garrison, were already suffering the ntmost
extremity of famine,—the necessary consequence of =
lengthened and well sustained blockade.

In the operationa which ensued upon the re.union of
the army under the walls of Alexandria, general Moore
took an active part, He commanded that column by
which the Nole Hill was oecupied,mdeonduceedtho
diversion which saved from an unequal combat the
troops which first took up their ground opposite to the
western face. But as neither these, nor the
measures, which Jed to the eapituiation of the 2d of

i
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tember, emanated from him, it were contrury to the plan
of this work did we enter into them more fully. We
conclode, therefore, the account of his military services
in Egypt, by stating that, on the 15th of September,
lord William Bentinck arrived at head-quarters; snd
that he brought with him inetructions for the future
distribution of the army, in obedience to which general
Moore immediately set ssil for England.

During the short peace which ensued upon the treaty
of Awmiens, general Moore spent his time ag a civilian,
partly in the enjoyment of those social circles which
he was eminently qualified to adorn, partly in seeking
both instruction and amusement by foreign travel.
Never for &« moment, however, were his thoughts ab-
stracted from that great science to which all the ardour
of his youth, and the experience of his riper years, had
been devoted. The mode of drilling the British infaniry
waa, at the period of which we are now treating, if not
essentially defective, st all events encumbered with
pedantries which lerved every posible purpose except
that of rendering the recrnit pliable and essy under arms.
General Moore saw where the error lay, and devoted
hia singularly active mind to correct it. He drewup a
system of manceuvre designed avowedly for light in-
fantry alone, though in reality applicable to ail classes
of troops. He eolicited and obtained permiselon to try
the effect of that aystem on the 52d regiment, of which
he wae the colonel; and the plan waa found to answer
80 completely in all respects, that other corps were
successively submitted to him for instruction. A Iight
brigade, es it waa called, was accordingly formed in
Eent, of which he was put in command ; and et
Shorneliffe end Hithe, the 48d, the 52d, the 95th, the
51nt, the 68th, the 84th, snd for « hort time the 2d
battalion of the 78th®, were all trained to balante,
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march, wheel, use their fire-arms, and mancenvre in
baitalion, and in ekirmishing order, under his own
eye, or under the eyes of officera trained with admir-
able care in his schoal. In the Introduction to this
work, allusion has been made to the great improvements
upen Dundas’s system effected in the book of regula.
tions compiled by order of the late adjutan:
It is only necessary to add here, that to the school of
air John Moore, and to the results arising out of it, the
British army is indebted for all that in really valuable
in the volume of instructions to which we have alloded.
We will not pause to describe the manner in which
general Moore passed his time while commanding in
this the most important district of Great Britain.
For the invasion which was threatened, and to whick
ell men looked forward, he stood fully prepared ; for
there was not a foot of ground between the coast and
the capital on which he had not made his observations,
with a view to render the advance of the enemy a3
tedious and as diffienlt as possible. One anecdote,
however, which has been communicated to us by &
nobleman intimately connected both with the general
and the minister, it may be worth while to repeat.
When Mr. Pitt was lord warden of the Cingue Ports,
he mpent a good deal of his leisure time at Walmer
Castle, where Moore, as general of the Kent district,
frequently visited him. They were in the habit of
riding out together, and their conversation, as might
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tember, emanated from him, it were contrary to the plan
of this work did we enter into them more fully. We
conclugde, therefore, the account of his military services
in Egypt, by atating that, on the 15th of September,
lord Willian Bentinck arrived at head.quarters; and
that he brought with him instructions for the future
distribution of the army, in obedience to which general
Moore immediately set ssil for England,

During the short peace which ensued upon the treaty
of Amiens, general Moore spent his time as & vilisn,
partly in the enjoyment of those social circles which
he was eminently qualified to sdom, partly in seeking
both instruction and amusement by foreign tiravel.
Never for a moment, however, were his thoughts ab.
stracted from that great science to which all the ardour
of his youth, and the experience of his riper years, had
been devoted. The mode of drilling the British infantry
wae, at the period of which we are now tresting, if not
ementially defective, at all events encwnhered with
pedantries which erved every possible purpose except
that of rendering the recruit pliable and easy under arme.
General Moore saw where the error lay, and devoted
his singularly active mind to correct it, He drewupa
systemn. of menceuvre designed svowedly for light in.
fantry alone, though in reality epplicable to all classes
of troops. He solicited and obtained permission to try
the effeet of that system on the 52d regimens, of which
he was the colonel ; and the plan was found to answer
0 completely in all respects, that other corpa were
successively submitted to him for inatruction, Alight
brigade, as it was called, was sccordingly formed in
Kent, of which he was put in command ; and at
Bhorncliffe and Hithe, the 434, the 524, the 95th, the
5lat, the 68th, the 85th, and for s short time the 2d
battalion of the 78th*, were all trained to halance,

* We oot to dasertbe the of atisation which s Joba
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march, wheel, use their fire-arma, and mancenvre {n
baitalion, and in skirmishing order, under hiz own
eye, or under the eyes of officera trained with admir-
able care in his school. In the Introduction to this
work, allusion has been made to the great improvements
upon Dundas’s system effected in the book of regula.
tions compiled by order of the late adjutant-gemeral.
It is only necessary to add here, that to the achool of
gir John Moore, and to the results arising cut of it, the
British army is indebted for all that is really valuable
in the volume of instructions to which we bave alluded.

We will not pause to deacribe the menner in which
generel Moore paseed his time while commanding in
thie the most important district of Grest Britain.
For the invasion which was threatened, snd to which
all men looked forward, he stood fully prepared ; for
there was not 8 foot of ground between the coast and
the cepital on which he had not made hin observations,
with a view to render the advance of the enemy as
tedioun and as difficult as possible. One anecdote,
however, which has been communicated to us by a
nobleman intimately connected both with the general
and the minister, it may be worth while to repeat.
When Mr. Pitt was lord warden of the Cingue Ports,
he spent a good deal of his leirure time at Walmer
Castle, where Moore, a3 general of the Kent dietrict,
frequently visited him. They were in the habit of
riding out togéther, and their conversation, ss might
be expected, turned not unfrequently on the posaibility
of obstructing the French in their march to London.
It chanced that on one occasion our informant met
the general just after he had parted from the premier.

ture, with a satural rise and %ﬂmmmfh&mm ™
wun ’]‘bmm,m. L] .“’l
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“ What a pity,” eaid Moore without waiting for any
introduction to the subject, ** that man had not been
brought up to the army.”— Why 802" was the ques.
tion neturally put. * Becsuse nature has made him
a general,” snswered Moore: “ I never met with a
civilian who s thoroughly understood how to make the
moat of his ground.”

In this pesceful situation he remained tI the ummer
of 1806, when he proceeded, with & reinforcement of
troops, which included his own well-tried 52d regiment,
to Sicily. He reached the island not long after the
affuir of Maida, and found general Fox in command,
under whom he continued to serve for some time; for
of the troops about to be employed in the second expe-
dition inte Egypt be declined to take the guidance.
That he eslenlated correctly as to the inevitable resnlt
of that expedition, a short time sufficed to prove ; nor
does it appesr, that his refusal to commit himself, with
a force clearly inadequate to the purposes intendad, ever
sericusly Jowered him in the eatimation of his military
superiors.

In the month of August, 1807, general Fox was
recalled, end the command of all the troops employed in
the Mediterranean devolved upon eir John Moore, He
found himself almoet immediatly involved in disputes
with the court ot Palermo, concerning the camses and
progress of which it were foreign from the design of
this work were we mimtely to enguire. Enough is
done when we state, that, in spite of & bitter opposition
on the part of the reigning family, be aucceeded in
introducirg into the Sicilian army various irmportant
changes ; and that the work of reformation might have
been rendered complete, had not other and more pressing
matiers interfered. 8ir John Moore’s system waa as
yet bt imperfectly understoed, when he received sndden
orders to remove to Gibraltar, where a large force,
abomt to be employed on & particular eervice, was ap-
pointed o meet him,

It ia not cur provinee to unravel the mysteries in



LIEUT.-0EN. §TR JOHN MOORE, 2mn

which the foreign policy of Great Britain is wrapped
up, a5 well prior to the occurrences of 1807, as during
their progresa. 'We are sware, indeed, that much odium
bas very unfairly attached to the government under
whose directions the Copenhagen expedition wea effected ;
and that e plan, formed on the most matured consi-
deration, and embracing the most important results,
has been treated as & mere outbreak of insclent naval
superiority, In due time, perheps, the truth will be
disclosed in full; but, on the present oceasiom, we
cannot attempt any thing further than to give a brief
outline of what there ia good reason to assert was the
main object of British interference with the northern
POweErS.

By the teaty of Tilsit, England was left without
&n ally on the continent of Europe, Guataves Adol-
phus, the eccentric but high-spirited king of Sweden,
alone excepted. Denmark was, indeed, neutral, as far
88 & nation can be said to be in a etate of neutrality,
which receives the law from one of two belligerent
powers ; whilst Norway, though an integral part of the
Danish monarchy, stood ready to second any efforts
which might be hazarded to keep open s commercial
intercourse with Great Britain. Of the attempt made
to bribe Gustavus into a forgetfulness of his honour, by
holding out to him the offer of Norway, as an appendage
to his res!m, our readers ure, doubtlean, aware, as well as
of the chivalrofi® manner in which the proposal was
refused, and the treechery of Napoleon made apparent
to the Danigh government. Nevertheless, no progress
was effected in detaching Denmark from her ifi-pleced
partialities ;: it became, on the contrary, more and more
apparent every day, that she looked to extend her au.
thority over Bweden itself; and Gustavug was forced,
in self-defence, to consider and propsse & scheme,
which met, from the British ministry, with a ready ac-
quiescence.

Remote a8 8weden and Norway were from what may
be called the centre of Eurcpean politica, they presented
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at thia time, and especially the former, the only source
ofopenmdhonounlﬂeinletinmtheﬁnent,far
British commerce and British communications. It was
thue & matier of the greatest importance that they sheald
not, like the vations around them, be rendered subject
to the yoke of France. When, therefom,Gummmlde
the British government aware that he was threatened
with war, not from France only, but from Russis and
Denmark, England experienced no reluctance to asxist
him in the struggle, by throwing an army into Zealand,
and occupying Narway, where the dispositionw of the
people were understood to be peculiarly favourahble,
With this view, lord Catheart’s armament quitted the
English shores ; while the troops called in from Sicily,
end from other states in the Mediterranesn, received
orders to proceed, under the guidance of sir John Moore,
to Norwey.

Lord Cathcart, s is well known, made himeelf master
of Zealand ; while #ir John Moore waited at Gibraltar
for the assembly of the force which was to act in
Norway: but, ere the latter came together, counter.
orders reached hin, which indicated at once an im-
provement in the position of the continental powers, and
;tbmoughehmgeinthewarlikemgemennoﬂimt

ritain.

Napoleon had, by this time, began that series of
aggresaions in the peninsula, which, after peven long
years of war apd suffering, ended in his own deposition.
Junot, indeed, was in full march towards Lishon; and the
royal family of Portugal, acting under the advice of lord
Btrangford, were prepared, on the first appesrance of the
enemy, to migrate to South Americs. Sir John Moore
was, secordingly, directed to sssist sir Sydney Bmith in
the removel of the house of Braganza ; after which he was
to effect a Ianding at Madeira, and oceupy that island
farthebmeﬂtoftheeﬁledmﬂeign. But here, agsin,
tircumatances interfered to hinder—as the event proved,
moet pmidmﬁd.l - the sccomplishment of this en-
terprise, The Portuguese family eseaped ere Moore
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wes in a condition to aid them, and, insteed of sailing
for the Tagus, he returned with his corps to England,

In the mean while the insane proceedings of Bona-
parte with reference to the peninsular nations brought
shout a complete revolution in the designs and wishes
of the British government touching the northern powers,
To support Gustavus, ax had heen originslly propesed,
was now regarded as s misapplication of the national
resources, which, could be much more effectusify used
in nourishing that resistance which Spain and Portugal
had already begun to offer. It was felt, at the same
time, that to leave Denmark in her integrity, while
Ruesiz threatened SBweden on one flank, and France on
another, would affect with indelible disgrace the En-
glish character. We are not prepared to say that the
method ectuslly adopted for the purpose of avoiding’
this stigma was either the witest or the most generous.
But we believe it to be a fact, that the capture of the
Danish fleet was effected as much with & view to satisfy
Sweden, aa to cripple the naval regources of our own
enemies.

With this misereble perversion of a plan, which,
though approved in London, was, we have reason to
aseert, drawn up 8t Stockholm, Gustavas was highly
displeased ; and the English government, moved in part
by his remonstrances, in part desirous of keeping open
the harhours of the north, determined on sending a
second army to his assistance. To the command of
that force, which amounted in all to about 10,000
men, sir John Moore was zppointed; but the ex-
pedition led to no fortunate result. Moore’s ordern

icitly restricted him to Norway; Guetavne re.
quired thet he should march hie army to Stockholm,
andphceh:mselt‘entuelya.tthedhpoulofthepower
which he came to amist. It is, indeed, probable, that
Gummmtendedtokeepthelinghshtmopsmthe
capital, where that spirit of disaffection, which event-
nglly drove him from the throne, had begun to show
itse]f andhadhememded,ithnotmymmythat,

vOL. II.
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at this hour, thet eccentric but not insane man might
not have occupied the throne of his ancestors, But
Moore could not discover in his instructions any scope
for latitude of interpretation, and, of course, remained
firm. The result is well known, Gustavus, desf to
srgument, and smarting under the sense of wrongs not
wholly imaginary, placed the British general under &
species of arrest, by commanding that he should on no
account whatever quit the capital ; and Moore, who had
travelled &0 Stockholm unattended, leaving his troops
on board of ehip, was glad to escape in disguise. Asz
maatter of course, the purposes of the expedition conld
proceed no further ; and Moore, judiciously concluding
that to keep 10,000 men idle was not the purpose for
which he had been placed in suthority, gave orders that
the fleet ehould direct its course homeward.

It was well for the honour and interests of England,
that sir John Moore thus promptly withdrew his troops
from a point where their servicea could he rendered mo
little available. By deing a0 he escaped the mortifice.
tion of being employed in an undertaking which the
presence of an army could have in no degree facilitated ;
we allude to the removal of Rowana's corps from the
Baltic, in which he had been directed to aseist, while
he rendered availsble for a far more important as well
a8 hononrable p?ose,notriﬂingporﬁnnofﬂ:edis-
posable army of England.

We have now arrived at a period in the military
history of our country, when, abandoning the system of
petty end defenive warfare in which ehe had so long
and so ruincusly indulged, England begsn agsin to as.
sume an attitude worthy of her ancient renown, as
as strictly in sccordance with the dictetes of sound
policy.

Scplmandl’ortugnl,empented by wrangs endured,
rose against their oppressor, and the demand which they
made upon the resources and sympathies of Great
Britain was not made in vain, A body of G000 men,
which had assembled st Cork wnder the command of
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sr Arthur Wellesley, proceeded, on the 12th of July,
1808, for Corunna ; whence it passed, first to Oporto,
and eventually to the mouth of the Mondego. But with
the proceedings of that corpa we are, on the present
occasion, very litde concerned ; and the tale of its
triuraphe has been too often told to render any repeti-
tion on cur part either necessary or desirable.

While eir Arthur Wellesley was laying st Roreicz
and Vimiero the foundation of that remown which re-
caived its consummation on the plains of Waterloo, sir
John Moore was prosecuting a tedions and unprofitable
voyege towards the seat of war. Immediately on his
return from Sweden he had been called upon to serve
his country agsin, though in a capacity as little antici-
pated by himself’ as it was injudiciously merked out by
the wuperior authorities. He who bad twice executed
the office of commander-in.chief, and whose reputation
stood at Jeast as high as that of any military officer in
the Britich service, was required to act under the oxders
of sir Hew Delrymple and sir Harry Burrard, — men
of unquestionable conrage, and not perhaps deficient in
talent, but possesped neither of experience in the con-
duct of armiea nor of the confidence of the troops. It
hss been well remarked by Mr, James Moore, in his
narrative of the campaign of 1808-0, that < there are
few generals in the British service who would not have
resigned on szch treatment.” Bir John Moore, how-
ever, entertained loftier and purer principles than
animate the breasts of most men, no matter in what
profession trained. He had repeatedly declared, that
“ifthekingwmmmdedhimtoaeugainuanemigu
he would obey ;" and now, whatever his private feelings
might be, hetocepﬁedthechargethmtuponhim and
discharged it with alscrity and seal.

On the 31at of July, the fieet nailed from Portsmouth,
and became zlmost immediately opposed by baflling and
adverse winds. The consequence was, that the 10th
of August ayrived ere the shores of Mondego Bay were
telegrapbed ; while of dap;niﬁonoim Arthur Wel.

T
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lealey, and of the troops under his command, both the
general and hiz followers were profoundly ignorant
No despatch vessel had met them during their voyage ;

norwas any such found waiting their arrival. Under these
drcumstances, sir John Moore, whom the departure of
sir Harry Burrard had left in command, sent s staff
officer, in a light frigate, towards 5t. Martinho, whither
he learned, from the crews of certain fiching-smacke, and
the reports of the country people, that the right of the
British army was advanced.

The messenger was not long departed, when a cou-
rier arrived with inetructions for the fleet to move on as
far a8 Maceire roads. These orders xir John Moore
hastened to cbey ; and he reached the anchorage in
sufficient time to be made acqueinted with the aplendid
victory of Vimiero, and the armietice which ensued
upon it. Neither in that, nor in the management of
the convention of Cintra, was he in & situation to take
any prominent part. The latter, indeed, waa arranged
and adjusted before he found an opportunity of examin-
ing the grounds on which it rested ; for though the
signatures of the chiefa had not yet been affixed, the
articles had undergone full revision previous to his
landing, Yet there ir good reason to belicve, that, had
the contrary been the case, sir John Moore wounld
have offered to the messure no decided opposition. The
opportunities of pressing the enemy to advantage were,
a8 he well knew, greatly weakened by the rejection of
the doable line of operations from Mondego; and the
measure had ceased, in some degree, to be practicable,
#0 so0om a8 the columes were arrested in the pursuit sfter
the victory of the 21Iat. Bir John Moore, therefore,
while he warmly commended both the actions per-
formed, snd the dispositions recommended by sir
Arthur Wellesley, experienced no reluctance in sanc-
tioning, by hie approval, 2 treaty which freed Portugal
at once from the presence of a French army, apd put
the allies in possesaion, without loss of lLife or tme, of
ull the fortified places throughout the kingdom,
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Of the events which ensued upon the ratification of
thia treaty, inecluding the occupation of Lisbon, the dis-
prates relative to the species of property claimed by the
French, the evacuation of the fortresses, and the de-
parture of Junot's army from the Tagus, we are not-
required to give any acgount. In like manner, the
negotiations entered into for the purpose of eshh].lsl:ung
& regular government in Portugal, and suppressing the
intrignes of the junta of Oporto, lie beyond the design
of this memoir, Enough is done when we state, in
few words, that these, with other important and inter-
esting transactions, took place while sir Hew Dalrymple
shllexermsedtheaupremecommlmd and that the
same officer, acting in obedience to his original instrue.
tions, made some preparations for sn advance into’
Bpain, Long, however, bhefore these were complete, a
variety of circumstances befel, which gave to the hopes
and prospects of the British wrmy fresh energy. S8ir
Hew Dalrymple having returned to England, whither
gir Arthur Wellealey and sir Harry Burrard, —the latter
being formally superseded,=~had gone before, the chief

t of affairs devolved upon sir John Moore.

On the 6th of October, » despatch from lord Castle-
reagh resched Lisbon. It contained official information
of uir John Moore’s appeintment to the command of an
army which should contain 80,000 infantry and 5000
cavalry ; and which ‘ his majeaty had determined to
employ in the north of Spaip, to co-operate with the
Spanish armies in the expulsion of the French from
that kingdom.” 8ir John Moore was at the same time
instructed both as to the manner in which this force
was to be made up, and as to its destined scene of
action. Of the troops now in Portugal, 20,000 infantry,
two regiments of hussars, and a due proportion of artil.
lery, were to proceed into Spain; the cavalry by land,
the infantry and guos either by land or sea sccording
to the discretion of the gemeral; while en additlonal
corpe of 10,000 infantry, with cavelry, should sail from
Falmouth to Corunna, whence it would join the main

T3
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body either in Galiciz or Leon, Finally, the general
was directed to concert his plan of operations with such
officers ay he should find at the head of the Spanish
armies., He waa made saware of the preparation of
extensive depdts of provisions end stores, both at home
and on the cosst of Galicla; and he was referred, in
cases of difficulty, to Mr. Frere, the British minister at
the seat of the central government, an well as to the other
civil and military agents seattered through the country.
Gratifying 65 such an appointment could not fail o
be to his feelings as & man and a soldier, ir John Moore
was not slow in discerning, thet the charge imposed
upon him was attended with difficalties of the most
gigantic nature. The army of which he was at the head
contained the elements of all that ie excellent. The
officers were zealous, intelligent, and brave; the men
well disciplined, feerless, and in the very prime of life;
and there exiuted but one desire smong all ranks and
classes, namely, that they might be brought us eoon aa
possible into contact with the epemy. BPBut the plia.
hility of an army is dependent on many other canses,
additiona] to the zeal of its officers and the courage of
ite men. ‘There are departments, without & due organ-
ination of which, the bravest troops in the world become
unwieldy; and in these, the absence of experience ia
not to be compensated by almost any other quelification,
On the present occasion, sir Johe Moore found himself
destitute of a commissarist capable, beceuse accus-
tomed, 0 manage the detsils submitted to it. “In
none of the departments,” sayns he, in a letter addressed
to lord Castlereagh, * is there any want of xeal, but in
some of the important ones there ia much want of ex-
perience, ‘This remark applies particalatly to the eom.
misseriat, few of whose members have ever seen an
army in the field. The short maritime expeditions in
which they have been employed require but middling
talent, and gives them little or no experience of the
operatione they are now called upon to perform.” Nor
was the want of skill aroong bis own sgents at all sup.
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plied by the intelligence or activity of the Portuguese
themselves. From the native authorities he received no
assigtance: the country, moreover, was exhausted, and
the means of transport limited in the extreme, Yet, in
the face of ull these obstacles, the srmy waa in & con-
dition to commence ita march on the 18th of October;
that is to say, on the thirteenth day from the receipt of
lord Castleresgh’s letter, and the assumption of the
comrmand by eir John Moore.

Of the activity and talent required to effect this end,
within a period of time so limited, it is impessible not
to speak in the highest terms. It was the work of no
ordinary mind : and the decision to which the general
eame, of moving his force wholly by land, displayed
sound judgment snd discretion. It iu to be larnented,”
that the examination of the roads which lead from Lis-
bon to the Spanish frontier was not condueted with all
the care that might have been bestowed upon it ; had
this been done, the general would have ascertained that
the route by Almeida, though unquestionably diffcalt,
is not impervious tc wheel carrisges ; and hence, thag
no necessity existed for that division of his force which
he determined to hazard, Unfortunately, however, he
put out of view the fact that Junot, during the depth
of winter, had traversed that route; that he had brought
with him a lerge train of srtillery, which he succeeded
in carrying acrogs the moumtains in apite of incessant
rains and the swelling of the torrents ; and receiving,
as worthy of implicit confldence, the reports of the
people of Lishon, and the statements of sn individual
attached to the quarter-master general’s staff, he came
to the eonclusion thet u double line of movement was
indigpensatle. While, therefore, he directed the mass
of the infantry, with & brigade of 6_pounders, to march
by Abrantes and Coimbra upon Almeida, s corps of
600¢) men, composed of the cavalry, four brigades of
artillery, and four regiments of foot, received orders to
proceed through the Alantejo, by way of Badajos, Menas;
Truxillp, Ta]avmdnthyna,mdtheEacnmL The
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Iatter column, having under its eacort the great park of
the army snd many bundred carriages, was intrusted
to Heutenant.general sir John Hope, an officer of tried
orurage and rare intelligence ; the two former were re-
spectively intrusted to leutenant-general Fraser and
major.geners! Beresford.

While these wrrangements were in progress, and the
leading ts of each column en routs, & despatch
from sir David Baird made the genersl aware that the
promoised veinforcements from home were already at
Cormnna. He lewrned, however, through the same
channel, thet the military chest was empty ; and that the
Spanish authorities, being without instructions from the
central government, threw obstacles in the way of a
debarkstion. He lost no time in supplying, as far as
his slender means would allow, the former of these des.
ficiencies, by forwarding 80004, to Galicia ; and he re-
quested Baird, so scon ae the difficultien of & landing
should be overcome, to march upon Astorge. This
ope, and the government having been warned that o
Corunna he should thepceforth look as to the point of
communication with Eagland, nrJohnMoore, on the
2Tth of Octoher, quitted Lisbon.

Before proceeding with the narrative, which alope we
have undertaken to conduct, it will be necesaary, for
the sake of comnection, that we take a hasty giance at
the general state of that country into which the Britiah

were now about to penetrate. It iz not, indeed,
withgut reluctance, that we enter at all npor 2 field
which haa already been trodden by so many sble hie-
torisns ; yet, a8 onx estimate of the soundness of sir John
Moore"s dispositions— we had almost said, of his profes-
sional character itself — depende npon the understanding
which we may possess of the gituation and proceedings
of hin allies, it were valn {0 attempt any satisfsctory
description of his career ¢s a PBritish rmilitary com-
mander, without adverting to the pecalinr civeumstances
under which it was begun and carried forward Hap-
pily, however, we are not called upon to attempt more
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than a very alight outline of events, with the details of
which, few Englishmen, arrived at the years of disere.
tion, can be ignorant.

It will be borne in mind, that immedistely on the ap.
plication of the Spanish patriota for assistance, s whale
host of agents, both civil and military, were despsiched
by the British government into the different provinces,
for the sake of distributing supplies and reporting on the
tomper of the people. Of these almost all, carried away
by the enthusiasm of those around them, represented
the cause of independence as triumphant ;— the local
Jjuntas were guided by the purest patriotiam and zeal;
the generals were kilful; and the very pessants more
than a match for their ruthless invaders, The de-
fence of Zaragozs, the repulse of marshsl Moncey from
Valencia, and, above all, the great victory of Baylen,
tended to ensure for these reports almost universal credit :
indeed, the deliverance of the peninsuls was represented
a8 secured, so soon as the intrusive king evacuated Ma.
drid, end retired hehind the Ebro. The lapse of & few
monthe sufficed, however, to prove that these opinions
had been taken up somewhat hastily. No good use was
made of the victories thus pomponsly proclaimed. The
juntes begun to quarrel among themselves ; the generals
became refractory and jealous ; and the troops were nei.
ther disciplined, wrmed, nor equipped ; while the enemy
were permitted"to retain, with less than 45,000 men,
their hold throughout the autumn open Biscay, Navarre,
and part of Huesca. For the left of the French, com-
manded by Moncey, lay along the Ebro snd the Arsgen,
with its head.quarters gt Tafalle. Marshal Ney's corps
was at Guardia ; thet of Bessidres at Miranda ; and the
right, of which Le Febvre was at the hesad, oceupied the
heights of Durasgo snd Murdragon.

Such was the situstion of the invaders esrly in October,
in possession of a line which they retained only thromgh
the abeence of ekill, rnanimity, and conduct on the part
of the putriots. The Spaniards, again, were thus dis-
tribated : == On the right, the army of Galicie, com-
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manded by Blake, cecupied a line from Bilboa to Bur.
gon; here the conde de Belvidere, with the levies of
Estremaduors, had established himself, in expectation of
the speedy arrival of the Engliah, and prepared, so soon
sa the junction should be formed, to foll npon the ene-
my’s centre. To the right, agsin, lay Castanos, with
his head.quarters at Soria, and detachments in Taran.
sona, Borge, and Tudela ; while beyond him were the
Aragonese and Valencian armies, covering Zaragozs,
and extending as far as Sanguesta, A glance at the map
will suffice to show that, to occupy much a Iine in force,
200,000 men would scarcely suffice; and that even
200,000 men would fail to hold it in the presence of
an opponent able and willing to act vigorcusly on the
offensive. But this ie not the only nor the most glaring
etror of which the Spanizrde hed been guilty. They
were brought into their present order with the avowed
design of destroying the French ere reinforcements
should reach them ; and the circumstance that they ont.
flanked the intruder appears to have satisfied them of
their power to do eo. There was a sirange delusion on
the minds of the Spanish officera throughout the war,
which led them constantly to aim st surronnding an
enemy, no matter how incompetent they might be to
sustain an attack while their grand mencuvre was in

progress. :
. Not satisfied with the reports which reached him
from other quarters, sir Hew Dalrymple had early
despatched lord William Bentinek to Madrid ; colonel
Grabam likewise (now lord Lynedoch) waz at the
head-quarters of the principal Spanish army ; and on the
oonmunications which he kept np with these gentlemen,
a8 well ea with Mr. Btaart, sir John Moore mainly relied
fumheﬂlgunezoftherealsmboﬂlofﬂxel?renchmd
Spaniards, At what value he himself rated the services
of the other agents, including colonel Doyle, major Cox,
and geners! Bonteg, the reader of his private letier to
lord Castlereagh, comtained in the Appendix to Mr
More’s Narrative, will be able to judge. He had heard
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little, while hastening his own preparations at Lishon,
caleulzted to impress him with respect for the political or
military wisdom of the Spanish government. 7There was
not even a commander-in-chief appointed to preside
over the destinies of the armies; and all the remon.
strancea of lord Williama Bentinck failed to convinee the
Jjunta that ench an officer wes needed—ray, the oppor-
tanity of rapid communication by the occasional em-
ployment of couriers wes with difficulty obtained.
Again, not cnly were no steps taken to expedite the
advance of Baird’s corps, but the most serious obatacles
were thrown in his way. The junta of Corunna de-
tained him on board of ship till deapatches arrived from
Aranjuez authorising a debarkation ; and then, sfter the
loes of fifteen days, they afforded neither cam nor any
other means of traneport. Nor was this all of which
the British general had a right to complain. Baird
mrrived pennyless, and had his immediate necessities
relieved by the advance of 8000 out of 25,0001, the
total amcunt of Moore’s dispossble fonds; yet mil
lions of dollars were seattered with a profuse hand,
wherever 2 ery of money warnted chanced to be raised
in any other quarter of Spain. In a word, sir John
Mogre, independently of the gross and glaring errors
committed by his allies, entered npon hia Spanish cam-
paign under the pressure of all those disadvantages which
sttend the fimt display of her military strength by
nation which hes been sccustomed during many years
to defend her rights by an expenditure of money rather
then of blood ; and, s & necemary consequence, hak
looked more to the mbeidising of foreign armies, than to
the equipment snd due spplication of her own.

The progress of the ceveral columns into which sir
Jobn Moore had divided his army waa s rapid and s
orderly as & defective commissariat would allow. On
the 5th of November, head-quarters were at Atalaia,
where the general ascertained, beyond dispute, that the
informetion on which he had relied relative to the dif.
fculties of transporting artillery, was wholly groundless,
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The roeds, though rongh, were sufiiciently practicable
for caxriages, and they continued to improve rather than
to deteriorate as he proceeded ; indeed, he met with no
nstural obstruction to the progress of his army during
the whole of the march from Lisbon to Almeids, At
the latter place he arrived on the 8th, having received,
by the way, despatches from lord William Bentinck,
which could not fail to excite in his mind the most un-
easy anticipations,

The letters in question gave a detail of those move-
ments on the part of the Bpaniah armies in the advanced
Line, which led, in due time, to the disastrous conflicts
st Burgos, Espinoss,and Tudela. Moore became se-
rionsly alarmed for the ssfety of his own columns, —
more especially for his cannon, and the divirion under
Hope,~yet he could tske no step towards rendering
their poaition less insecure, because they were beyond
the reach of mutual co-operation. He therefore con-
tented himself with forwarding, by express, to generzl
Hope, an earnest request thet he would trust nothing
to the reports of the native authorities, but use every
exertion to have the roads exsmined, and the enemy’s
movements observed by his own officers. At the szme
time he wrote to general Castancs, to whom he had heen
referred for the purpose of armanging with him some
plan of operations ; and commupicating also with Mr,
Frere, now arrived at the sest of government, he con-
tinued his anxions and uneasy march into Spain,

X a carrect judgment is to be formed from the ge.
neral tone of mir John Moore’s correspondence, he
searcely entertained from the beginning any hope of
hrmgmghu Spanieh campaign to a triumphant issue.

more and more into the heart of the
m&y,humuupuﬁmofevﬂgathuedmth for
the people, * though civil, were found to be the reverse
of enthusiastic,” and the suthorities were more than so.
pine, There was no general arming of the provinces, —
no snxiety displayed to tum to accomnt the resources
which a dense population might have supplied, —brt
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an indifference to danger, founded in part on consti.
tational indolence, end in part on an extravagant belief
in the invincibility of the troops elready opposed to the
invader. How wide the latter dotage lay from the line
of truth, the lepse of a short time sufficed t0 demon.
atrate.

1t was the 13th of November, when sir John Mocre,
pazaing the larger portion of his infantry on its march,
arrived at Salamanca. Here the melanchely intelligence
of the defeat of Belvidere's corps was communiceted to
him ; while the apprehensions which such a rumour
were well caleulated to excite, received a serious acoes.
gion in the course of the two succeeding days. On the
second night after his arrival, he lecarned, by express,
from general Pagnatelli, that the cnemy were over.
running the plaine of Old Caatile, and that they ocen-
pied, with & corpa of cavalry, Valladolid, a city distant
scarcely three marches from Salamanca. It is difficult
to imagine that the error into which he had fellen in
detaching Hope with the artillery showld not have
affected him, at this moment, with sincere regret. Ig-
norant as he necessarily was both of the force and the
intention of the corps which threatened him from Val-
ladolid, a retreat, cven to the frontiers of Portugal, came
within the reach of contemplation ; and it was certain
that the movement could not now he executed, except
at the imminent“risk of having all his divisions eus off
ove from the other. While, therefore, he assembled the
junts, and wamed them of the possibility of such «
negsure, he resolved to adopt it only ss a last resource ;
end fortune so ordered it that an elternative, grievous in
the extreme, never presented itself to him for adoption,

When he first heard of the occupation of Valladolid,
wr John Moore had but 4000 infentry sesembled. The
remainder, with the brigade of G_pounders, arrived
socn afterwards ; and he found himpel, by the 28th, st
the head of 14,000 soldiers, inferior, in point of equip.
ment, discipline, and courage, to none in Europe. By
and by intelligence came in that the enemy had fallen
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The roads, though rough, were sufficiently practicable
for caxrisges, and they continued to improve rather than
to deteriorate as he proceeded ; indeed, he met with no
nattural obstruction to the progresa of his army during
the whole of the march from Lishon to Almeida. At
the latter place he arrived on the Bth, having received,
by the way, despatches from lord Willism Bentinek,
which could not fail to excite in his mind the most un~
eagy anticipations.

The letters in question gave & detail of those move-
ments on the part of the Spanish armies in the advanced
line, which led, in due time, to the disastrous conflicts
at Burgos, Espinosa, and Tudele. Moore became se.
riously alarmed for the eafety of his own columns,—
more especially for his cannon, end the division under
Hope,— yet he could take no step towards rendering
their poaition less insecure, because they were beyond
the reach of mutual co-operation. He therefore con-
tented bimself with forwarding, by express, to general
Hope, an earnest request that he would trust nothing
to the reporta of the native anthorities, but use every
exertion to have the roads examined, and the enemy’s
movements observed by hie own officers. At the same
time he wrote to general Castanoe, to whom he had been
referred for the purpose of arranging with him some
plan of operations ; and communicating also with Mr,
Frere, now arrived at the seat of government, he con-
tinaed his anxious and uneasy march into Spain.

If & correct judgment is to be formed from the ge-
peral tone of sir John Moore’s carrespondence, he
mearcely entertained from the beginning any hope of
hnginghuﬁpanhhmpdgntnltmlmphntm
An he penetrated more snd more into the heart of the
country, his anticipations of evil gathered strength; for
the people, * though civil, were found to be the reverse
of enthusiastic,” and the antherities were more than en.
pine. There was no general arming of the prosinces, —
bo anxiety displayed to turn fo eccount the resources
which 2 denee populstion might have sapplied, - but
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an iudifference to danger, founded in part on consti-
tutiona] indolence, and in part on an extrevagant belief
in the invincibility of the troops already opposed to the
invader. How wide the latter dotage lay from the line
of truth, the lapse of 2 short time sufficed to demon-
strate.

It was the 13th of November, when sir John Moore,
paseing the larger portion of his infantry on its march,
arrived at Balemanca.  Here the melancholy intelligence
of the defeat of Belvidere’s corps was communicated to
him ; while the apprehensions which such a rumour
were well calculated to excite, received a serious acces.
sion in the course of the two eucceeding days, On the
second night after his arrival, he learned, by express,
from general Pagnatelli, that the enemy were over- -
running the plains of Old Castile, and that they occu-
pied, with a corps of cavalry, Valladolid, a city distant
acarcely three marches from Salamanca. It is difficult
to imagine that the error into which he had fallen in
detaching Hope with the artillery should not heve
affected him, at this moment, with sincere repret. Ig-
norant a8 he necessarily was both of the force and the
jntention of the corps which threatened him from Val-
lzdolid, & retrest, even to the frontiers of Portugal, came
within the reach of contemplation ; and it was certain
that the movement conld not now be execnied, exoept
&t the imminent risk of having all his divisions cut off
one from the other, While, therefore, he azsembled the
junta, and warned them of the possibility of such a
mezsure, he resolved to adopt it only an & last resource ;
and fortune so ordered it that an alternative, grievous in
the extreme, never presented ftself to him, for adoption.

‘When he first heard of the occupation of Valladolid,
gr John Moore had but 4000 infantry assembled. The
remainder, with the brigede of G.pounders, arrived
soon sfterwards ; and he found himself, by the 28th, at
the head of 14,000 soldiers, inferior, in point of equip-
ment, discipline, and courage, to none in Europe. By
and by intelligence came in that the enemy had fallen
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back upon Valencia, and that wezk parties of ten or
twelve alone traversed the open country, Under thease
circumatances, Moore determined to keep his head-quar-
ters still at Salamanca, and sent instructions both to
Hope and Baird to close upon that city, with all the
celerity that might be compatible with a due attention
to their own safety,

While the bead.quarters of the British army were
thus employed, the divisions of Hope and Baird were
meaking such advances to the point of concentration as the
difficulties which they had to encounter, and the talenta
and energies of their leaders, would allow.  After having
heep detained on board of ship from the 13th to the
81st of October, Baird at last made good his Ianding,
and applied to the junta for the means of transport for
hie baggage, and supplies and provisione for his people.
Hin applications were every where met with the most
revolting indifference. Not a car, nor a bullock, nor &
mule, was by public sathority furnished ; and the few
which he found it practicable to hire were procured at
a rate shumefully exorbitant. Sir David Baird was a
gallant and straighiforward soldicr, and had seen a good
deal of service ; but he was not mede of the proper
wmaterials for struggling sgainst such diffculties. His
warfare had been waged chiefiy in India, where troops
move in the midat of luxuries ; and it is posaible that
he may have somewhat over-rated the hindrances which
beset him in the north of Spain. Dut however this
Ay be, his progress was remarkably slow. He
marched by half battalions ; and on the 26th of Novem..
ber, the head of his eolumn had reached only to Astorga,
its Journeys having been accomplished at the rate of five
or aix miles per dey. Widely different were Hope's
proceedin, In spite of the delays occasioned by a
defective train of draught animals, sud the total ab-
sence of all co-operation on the part of the inhabit-
ants, he reached Naval Carnero, within twenty miles
of Madrid, by the 18¢h, where he proceceded immedi-
ately to concert meesures with the Spanich government
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== 0F, t0 express ourselves more accurately, to ascertain,
by personal observation, how fer the spirit of national
resistance prevailed in the capital. He found, how.
ever, that both the civil and military chiefe were * ol
together without a plan, and thet every branch both of
the civil and military administration was affected by
the disjointed and inefficient construction of the govern-
ment.” 'The report, therefore, which he made to sir
John Moore tended in no degree to dispel the gloom
under which that accomplished soldier had plready, and
with too much reason, begun to suffer.

‘We have alluded elsewhere to the arrival of Mr,
Frere as the representative of the British government
at the seat of the central junta. It constituted not the_
leest distressing of the difficalties under which sir John
Moore laboured, that, from the very commencement of
Mr. Frere's diplomatic carecr, 8 misunderstanding, the
vesult of an extensive contrariety of imental conforme
ation, exiated between him and the accredited agent of
the British crown, Sanguine, eager, and inexperienced,
though endowed with excellent talents, and possessed
of much general knowledge, Mr. Frere gave himeelf up,
almost without reserve, to the guidance of the Spanish
anthorities, believing their statements both of their own
strength end of the ememy’s weakness, end reasoning
upon them as upon date worthy of implicit confidence.
ir John Moore;on the other hand, while he held the
vesources of Spain in contempt, was perhaps inclinod
to over-rate both the power and the gepins of the
enemy to whom he stood opposed, His thoughta ae.
cordingly turned from the very opening of the cam~
paign with a gort of natural partizlity to retrest, ss if
he felt that he had embarked in an affair not only
dificult but hopeless. When a frequent and confi.
dential correspondence is earried on between men thus
circumstanced, it is very easy to conjecture in what it
must end. The general and the minister scon cessed
to entertain the gmallest respect for one another’s j
ment ; and hence an intercourse, which ought to have
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given strength and consistency to the conduct of the
war, served only to embarrass and perplex all who were
concerned in it.

8uch was the situstion of sir John Moore, from the
18th of November, the day on which he arrived at
Salamanca, up to the 26th, Separated by an almost
equal space from both the wings of his own army,
hoiding no communication with the Spanish generals,
snd learning nothing of their plans, without money,
ar without intelligence, except such as came to hand
through unsafe or circuitous channels, and continually
pressed by the Britieh minister to take steps of which
his judgment disapproved, it is not to be wondered at
if he early began to regard both hie position and pro.
spects with a very despording eye. It needed, indeed,
bat the arrival of a few distressing communications, to
destray the faint hopes which he might have hitherto
encouraged ; nor were these long held back. Of the
spproach of Napoleon at the hesd of a prodigious
emy he had already been made aware, tut of the
exact amount of reinforcements thus thrown into Spain
no account could be received. He determined, there-
fore, in obedience to the repested entreaties of M,
Frere, to attempt a forward movement ; and on the
27th communicated his design of ordering Baird's
column to sdvence upon Benevents, Hope upon Tor-
desillas, while the head-quarter corpe should push to-
wards Zamors and Toro. Before the necessary orders
were isgued, however, or the preliminary arrangements
made, official information of the defeat at Tudels
reached him. His preparstions were instantly sus.
pended ; and Baird being directed to fall back and to
embark his troops at Vigo or Corunpa, Hope was re-
quedted to join at ence, in order that a eombined and
arderly retreat might be mede good upon Portugal.

That air John Moore took at thia time s very gloomy
view of the state of the war, his letter to sir David
Baird affords the fullest testimony. After describing
his own intentions, contingent, of course, upon the
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exertions of the Speniarda themselves, and expressing
his utter hopelessness of being able to aecomplish any
thing, he alludea to the necessity under which he lay
of covering Lishon as long ea possible. He then con-
tinues,— ** On your arrival at Corunna you will of course
emberk, und eail for the Tagus, where orders shall be
waiting you. Write immediately to England, and give
notice of what we are doing, and beg that traneports
may be sent to Lisbon ; they will be wanted ; for when
the French have Spain, Portugal cannot be defended.”
How very inaccurate this decision was, the eventa of a
few months abundantly demonstrated.

While the iptentions of the commender-in-chief
underwent these changes, the leaders of his detached,
columns were exercining their talenta according to the
opinions which they severally enterigined of the steps
necessary 10 be taken on the present emergency, Baird,
misled by the reported occupation by the enemy of
Rio Seco and Ampudia, had onee already retired from
Astorga, after destroying the scanty magazine which he
had found it practicable to collect ; and he now again,
a8 if rejoicing in the prompect of an escape from Spain,
withdrew in all haste as far as Villa Franca. Hope, on
the other hand, manceuvred to effect a junction with
the column under the immediste command of sir Jokn
Moore, and conducted the operation with the vigilance
and activity whith belonged to his character. Avoiding
Madrid, he tuarned short towards the Escurial, where he
halted for the purpose of closing up his rear ; and, afier
receiving a supply of bullock, crossed the Guadarsma
mountaine, 80 &1 to zeach Villa Castin with his infantry
and guns, Meanwhile, his cavalry took post on the
road to Arevols, ocenpying the town iteelf with a picket,
which, during the night of the 20th, found itself at-
tacked by a superior body of French horse. The men
withdrew, ekirmishing, to & cottage by the readside, in
resr of which they made ancther stand. But they were
not followed ; and hence, though the alarm was given,
and Hepe became sware that his communications were

vOL. ML o
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far from secure, the information obtained scarcely suf.
fleed to guide him in his arrangements for averting the
threatened danger,

Under snch circumstances, general Hope felt that
every moment was of value; and that the slightest he-
sitation on his part would probably lead to reslts very
deeply to be deplored. He, too, was by this time ac-
quainted with the disaster at Tudela; and his scouts
brought in reports of columns, both of horse and foot,
appearing within twelve miles of the outposta. He had
before him but & choice of difficulties ; for either he
must retrest upon Guadarzma, leaving the army a¢
Salamanca bare of artillery, or he muat force the junc«
tion by a flank march of three days over a flat country,
and in the presence of a very superior cavalry., Hope
adopted the letter and the bolder course. Throwing out
strong patrols cautiously towarda the French, he put
his infantry, his gune, and convoy in motion; and, as
the whole moved on by night 2a well as by day, they
reached Penerande, by different routes, on the 2d of
December, The cavalry were then drawn in so a8 to
occupy Fonteneros ; and, on the 5th of December, the
long-looked for communication took place.

Up to the present moment sir John Moore’s deter..
mination of retreating upon the frontiers of Portugal
had undergone nochange. In spite of the remonstrances
of Mr. Frere, and the undisguised regrets not only of
the wrmy at large, but of the members of hin own
fnm:ly, his preparationa wetelll made with a view to

person ; who, at the head of 100,000 men, was ad-
vanﬂngtowudsthempihl He beheld neither vigour
in the government nor enthusissm among the people ;
and it needed but & slender share of common sense to
asgure kim, that 30,000 British troops, however ex-
cdhnt,we:emtmﬁumttocheckﬂ:emdthe
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triumphant invader. It may, indeed, admit of a ques.
tion, whether the line of retreat marked out was, under
the circumstances of the times, the best that could have
been chosen: but, to have remained with a portion of
his foree in an open town, liable from day to day to be
attacked by numbers altogether overwhelming, would
harve convicted him, not of courage, but of ahsolute in-
sanity. From the moment that he became fully aware
of the overthrow of Blake, Belvidere, and Castafios,
air John Moore munst have seen that s new field of
operation had become necessary ; and towards securing
that, whether in the south, in the north, or in Portugsl,
his andivided sttention ought to have been turned.

But while we expresa ourselves thus, let us not be
anderstood as contending thet the difficulties which
beset sir John Moore, either now or et other times, were
of an ordinary nature. Never, perhaps, waa the leader
of 8 great army exposed to the evils of false inform.
ation so continually, we had almoat said so mys-
tematically. Even when their wretched levies were'
scattered to the four winds, the Spanish government
persisted in the use of language as mischievous s it was
devoid of truth ; and of the English agents employed to
act a3 checks upon the natives, not a few deceived either
him or themselves. The circumstances attending en in.
terview which he granted to don Augustin Bueno and don
Ventura Escalente, two Spanieh generals whom the cen.
tral junta had despatched for the purpose of pressing
upon him an immediate march to Madrid, sre well
known ; yet as they serve to illustrate the peculiarly
barsssing nature of the impositions to which he wsa
continually exposed, we may perhaps be permitted to
refer to them.

A duy or two previcus to the arrival of general Hope,
the Bpanish gentlemen just named presented themselves
at the head-quarters of the Britich army, They hed
been preceded by a letter from Mr. Martin Garay, the
secretary to the suprems government, in which he net
forth to great sdventage the resources of the country,

v 2
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and strongly urged the wisdom of erranging 2 more
deéinite plan of operstions between them and sir John
Moore. To sl that the secretary asserted they gave
the full weight of their testimony. They assured sir
John Moore that the Spanich armies were numeroun,
¢ that they were undismayed, and sugmenting every
hour ; and that general S8an Juan, with 20,000 men, had
ao fortified the puss of Somosierrs as to render Madrid
secure from eny insult on that side.” Moore heard
them with ill-disguised contempt, ard interrupted them
st last by introducing colonel Graham, who, the night
before, had left San Juen &t Talavera, whither, with the
remains of his defeated corps, he had fled. Tt is scarcely
to wdd, that having received such proofs of
the ignorsnce and folly of his proposed ecoadjutors,
Moore brought hin conference with them to & speedy
termination, and adhered to hix own plans.

This extraordinary interview occurred on the 3d of
December ; end throughout the 4th and 5th, Moore's
rezolution seemed fixed, He had even called his ge-
nerals together, explained to them the nature of his
position, and warned them of the necessity of 2 zealous
co.operation in the propeeed movement, when there
arrived, on the evening of the Iatter day, communica-
tiona from Mr. Btuart, Mr. Frere, and don Thomaa
Morla, —the latter, a8 we need scarcely recall to the
reader's recollection, one of the deputies from the su.
preme junts intrusted with the goveimment of Madrid,
All titege united in representing the inhsbitantz of the
capital as animated by the noblest sentiments. It was
added, that 25,000 men under Castanos, and 10,000
from the Somcelerra, were marching in all haate to
support the 40,000 already in arms; that the streeta
were unpaved, the entrances o the town barricaded,
and that the glory acquired by Zaragoza would be more
than rivalled by that of Madrid. Finally, the retreat
wpon Portugal was deprecated in the strongest terms ;
and the English general was urged either to throw him._
self into the capitpl, or, uniting his aymy with thas of
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Blake, to operate a diversion by threatening the rear of
the French. A ray of hope broke in upon the de-
spondency which hud hitherto darkened the general’s
mind. He wrote the same night, entreating that Baird
would suspend his retrogreseion ; and followed up the
letter by 2 second order next day, in which he directed
that officer to retrsce his ateps to Astorgs, though still
providing against the chancea that a retrest might be-
come necessary. All this was judicious and proper;
end if the tone in which these instructions were com-
municated partoock somewhat too much of distrust,
the measures themselves, embrecing the establishment
of megazines at Villa Franca, and other places in the
rear, were perfectly sound, It is to 'be regretted only
that they stopped short where they did ; and that ar-
rangements were not made even now for the taking np
of a strong position in that province, whither in the
event of 2 reverse it would be necessary to withdraw,
While thus exerting himself to render hia force
availsble, and opening a communication with the mer-
quis de ]n Romaue, sir John Moore found himself
placed in an exceedingly painful situation, through the
over-zeal, to call it by no ha¥sher term, of Mr. Frere,
and the extreme folly und presnmption of the emigrunt
colonel Charmilly. The Istter, & person of doubtful
charscter, had been intrusted by the British minister
with two separate despatches for sir John Moore, one
of which he was desired to deliver only in the event of
the other failing to ghake the general's determination to
retreat. Of colonel Charmilly, sir John Moore enter-
tained but an indifferent opinion ; and though he entered
into conversation with him, after perusing Mr. Frere's
letter, he studiouely avoided making any digplay either
of his sentiments or views. Charmilly concluded from
this, as well as from the unguarded conversation of the
steff, that the arguments of his employer had been dis.
megn-ded and he delivered, in consequence, the second
despatch, onthsmornmgofﬂleﬁth of Decerber. It
contained a most vnwarrantable request, that sir John
vl
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Moore would czuse the bearer to be examined, touching
the militery state of Bpain, before a couneil of war.
Moore felt aud resented the insuit. He did not, indeed,
tear the letter to pieces, as almoat every writer on the
subject asserts, for it exists at thie hour in its integrity,
but he commanded the emigrant to quit his presence,
and to withdrew immediately from Salamanca, This
done, and Mr. Freve having been mildly rebuked for a
proceeding totally unauthorised by their relative situ.
ations, Moore tuyned his attention to the adjustment of
the plan on which he had resolved to act.

‘We have now azrived at a stage in our narrative,
concerning which we must confess that, in apite of all
that has been said end written illustrative of this cele-
brated campaign, we feel oursclves like & man groping in
the dark. To trace the progress of air John Moore's
marches, and to give the same acconnt of hia designs
which he gave himgelf, is not indeed difficult; but when
we come to enquire into the purposes which these
designs, even if accomplished, pould have effected, the
means of arriving at & just and satisfactory conclusion
are t0 our view of no easy sttainment. We are not,
indeed, at » loss to discover why the projected retro-
gression upon Portugsl was suspended. Thegaitaation
of Madrid, snd the necessity thence imposed upon Na-

t the left; for the ronte across the Tagus, and so
onwards to the south of Bpain, became closed to the
British army as soon as Madrid was invested. Bat
that the consequences, inevitable from such & change
ofgmundunderukenafmhhdndhldfdlm,m
socn and provided sgainst by the British genersl, we
muﬁll,lntheﬁeeofm\whmmlmm&
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eompelled o disbelieve. On the contrary, though
we have ample proof that the probable necessity of
a retreat into Galicia did oecur to him, there ia no
evidence that it produced any grave or matured consi-
deration of the uses to which that retreat might be
turned. At all events, the province was not examined
with & view to the selection of poeitions, which the
army, when driven thither, might maintsin ; nor were
any preparations made, by marking bridges for destruc-
tion, to retard the enemy in pursuit. It is true that
Muoore spoke of advancing * bridle in hand ;” and that
the probability of ¢ having a run for it s soon as the
bubble burst,” never for a moment waa absent from his
mind ; yet that due preparations were not made for
that anticipated rum, o, in other words, that hic move.
ments were not executed ae movements tending to a
retreat, & aimple detail of events as they occurred will,
probably, convince all impartial observera.

We stated some time ago that sir John Moore came
on the Gth of December to the determination of holding
his ground a little longer in Spain. It was not, how-
ever, il the Gth, that he made up his mind to move
forward ; for strong misgivings still hannted him, and
he felt o indinstion to commit himeelf on the mere
amsuranes of don Morla, or even of Mr. Frere. Celonel
Grahsm was scpordingly despstched for the purpose of
gathering intelligence, by the nature of which it was
understood that the general would be guided, and he
veturned st & late hour on the day just specified, having,
with considerable personal risk, penetrated as far a8 Tala..
vers. His report was of & very mixed nature. Madrid
had eapitulsted, or rather waa betreyed by its rulers ; the
Spanish troops had withdrawn from it, full of indig-
nation, and in good order; the enemy were in possession
of the Retiro, but the populsce, wild with rage, threat-
ened every moment to break forth into rebellion. Thirty
thousand French soldiers were thms fully occupied in
vetaining the conquest which they had achieved ; while,
dthemainda,mwu:movingnponhm

T
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some towards Talavera, and a third body upen Teledo,
Now, though far lesa encouraging than it had recently
been when Morls represented Madrid ss impregnable,
the state of affuirs appeared to the general at least not
desperate, for he had just received asunrances from the
Junta of Toledo that they were prepared to perish in
defence of their town ; —and of the fidelity of Zaragoza
no doubt could exist, He thorefore wrote to Romana,
informing him of his design to push upon Valladolid,
and, directing Baird to close in towards Benevente, he
himeelf made ready to risk much * in obedience to the
wishes of the people of England.”

With the history of Romana, as far as he appeared
85 an actor on the stage of Spanich warfare, we take it
for granted that our readers are generally acquainted.
Removed from Denmark in the autumn of 1808, and
landed at Corunng with 9000 veteraus, he joined Blake's
army in time to share in its defest; after which he re-
tired with's half famished infantry inte the mountains
of Leon, where he became a point around which fogi-
nvesfmmdlqunm-smmbledtonsemble Never,

perheps, was there hrought together & more disorderly
or worse organiséd corps than that of which Romana
was at the bead. Yet to him (for Cestanos was by this
time superseded) sir John Moore had been referred, not
culy as the officer with whom it would be most con.
venient to communieate, but a8 the commander-in-chief
of the Spanish armies; and, to say the truth, he proved
to the fuul} as rational and sa well disposed as any other
Spanish leader with which the British general had been
brought into correspondence.

The forward movement of the British army began
on the 11th of Deceraber, at u moment when the enemy,
though immeasursbly superior to the sllies, were very
widely seattered. About 150,000 French troope were
then in Spain, divided into six separate corps, of which
one under Bessitres was marching upon Valencis, an-
pther undey Vietor threstened Toledo, & third under
Lefebvre pressed towards Badajoa, s fourth under Moz-
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tier invested Zaragoxza, a ifth under 8oult hung upon
the frontier of Leon, and a sixth with Napoleon him
self held Madrid. To oppose these, there were of
British soldiers about 25,000 effectives, of which 2800
were cavalry, while Romana reported his strength at
£0,000 men, destitute of arms, cartonch boxes, shoes,
and even clothing. With respect, again, to the armies
of the centre and the right, these had entirely wasted
sway, and their miserable remains appeared only in
scattered bends among the fastnesges of the sierras, or
behind impaseable rivera. Nevertheless sir John Mocre
desired to afford to these bends sn opportunity of re-
uniting into one; and hence he took the road to Valla.
dolid, not without a perfect knowledge that he wonld
be immediately followed and observed by every dis.
posable Frenchman in the Peninsula.

8o carly as the Oth, the cavalry of Baird’s corps,
amounting in all to 1538 troopers, had arrived, under
the command of lord Paget, at Zamora. O the 1%th,
this fine body of men removed to Toro, while the
hussar brigade, under brigadier-general Stuart, advanced
to Tordesillas, and the remaining divisions marching
from Albe de Tormes, Salamanca, and Ludesma, hesd-
quarters were established on the 13th at Alaejos, At
thia junctire two events befell, each, efter ita own pecu.
liar fashion, besring upon the ismue of the war. In the
first place, a portion of the hussar brigade surprised
and destroyed, in the town of Rueda, a French post
consisting of fifty cavalry and thirty infantry. It was
the first opportunity which the English had had of mes..
suring themselves with the enemy, snd the result of the
affhir, though trifling in iteelf, was not without a morel
effect upon the feelings of the men. In the next place,
an officer was intercepted and murdered by the pes.
santry, while carrying a despatch from mershal Berthier
to marshzl Soult ; and the packet being conveyed to air
John Moore, the latter saw immediate cause to wrr:
his plans, Instesd of pushing upon Vulladolid, and
awsiting there the arrival of Baird from the rear, he
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resolved to defile to the left, and to complete hix june.
tion between Toro and Benevente. Of this due notice
wis immediately communicated to sir David Baird ;
and general Romans, in like manner, being requested
to co-operate in the .proposed undertaking, sir John
Moore prepared himaself to strike a blow, on the success
of which he believed that there waz good ground to
caleulate.

In the intercepted despatch, certain facts were dis-
closed of the higheat impertance to sir John Moore and
the Liberating army. The emperor, it appeared, enter-
tained a firm conviction thet the English were in full
retreat towards Lishen, with the view of hastening
whlehhehaddennhedamlgcorps, by Talavera,
towards Badajos. Under this persussion he warned
Soult, that from that enemy at least he had nothing to
apprehend ; and hence that the opportunity of reducing
Leon, and of driving back the insurgents into Galicia
by taking posaession of Benevente and Zamora, lxy
immediately within his reach. Reference, IROTeOVer,
wae made to the amount of the force under Soult’s
command, from which it appeared that he occupied a
ponition at Beldana with twa divisions, while Junot was
collecting u third at Burgos, and Mortier with a fourth
was moving towards Zaragoza. The most accurate in-
formation which he had been hitherto ahle to colleet
induced Moore to believe that Soult, with less then
16,000 men, lay between Sghagun snd Almanzer. To
that corps he felt that, with the troops under hiz awa
immediate orders, he was more than s match ; he did
uot, therefore, epprehend that any serious risk would be
inenrred by leaving it on his flank ; and he truated that
both Baird and Romana would, by the exercise of &
junvmuobvimdlhmdofbmngnm:hdm
detail, He now discovered that Soult's foree fell ttle,
if at all, short of the total amount of hiy own effectives
sfter they should have been brought together. It be-
txme a matter of prudence, therefore, to complete his
junetion with Baird as & step preliminary to all others,



LIRUT.-GEN. §IR JOHN MOORE. 200

consequent upon which an attempt might be made to
strike at Boult while yet unaware of the proximity of
an English army.

On the 16th, Hope's division having pamed the
Douro at Tordesillas, and pushed on to Villepando,
sirJohn Moore established hia hesd-quasters at Toro,
Here be was met by a member of the supreme junts,
with whom Mr. Btuart travelled in company, and who
was the bearer of two letters: one from Mr. Frere, full,
as usual, of remonstrances and adjurations ; the other,
somewhst in the same style, from the Spanish govern-
ment. Both had been written in ignorance of his
change of plan, and, a& a necesgary conwequence, in-
veighed againat a retreat; but both contained solems
asgurances of the inmasing enthusisam of the Spanish
people, and the growing strength of the Spanish armm.
1t has been asserted, too, though on what authority we
pretend not to say, thet don Francisco Coro, the repre~
sentative of the junts, made a tender to sir John Moore
of the chief command of the native forees, This may
be true, or it may be false. All that we know on the
subject is, that the offer, if made, was declined ; pro.
bably because the general knew that, there were then
1o armies in existence of whose services he could aveil
himself.

It does not sppear thst these letters, however il
timed or injudiciously expressed, gave any serious dis-
turbence to Moore's equanimity, which was much more
powerfully affected by hearing that Romana, instead of
moving forward to join him, bad sctnally commenced
his retrest into Galicia, He thus threw himself on the
single line by which the English could obtain
o1, in the event of a disaster, make good their retveat;
for the communications with Portugul were, to all in.
tents and purposes, broken, and Corunna was now the
great base of their operations. A strong remonatranoe
was immediately sent off, accompanied by an earnest
request that Romana, if he found it inconvenient to act
eliewhere, would penetrate into the Asturias ; by which



300 DRITISH NILITARY COMMANDERS.

means he would at once leave clear the road
Astorga to Villa Franca, and secure the left flank of the
communication with the coast. But no pause was made
for the purpose of ascertaining how the remonstrance
might be receivel. Head-quarters, on the contrary,
were removed on the 18th to Castro Nuevo; Hope's
division occupying Villepando; while the cavalry
ncoured the open country, aa far as the suburbs of Vel-
ladolid, and made some priconers in various suceessful
skirmishes. Mesnwhile Baird was moving in the op-
posite direction ; and on the 20th, the two corps became
united with the cavalry at Melpar Abaxo, and the in-
fantry at Mayorga.

The encounters which had hitherto taken place be..
tween the English and the French troops were zil on a
seale so diminutive, as to produce no very decided effect
on the morals of either army. The occasional surprise
of a picket, or the destruction of a patrol, was all of
which the former could boast ; while the lutter, usually
outnumbered, attached no importance to reverses in
themselven go trivial. While the head-quarters of the
British army occupied Mayorga, an opportunity offered
of bringing the relative value of the two bodies more
decidedly into comparison. It wesnot permitted to pass
unimproved ; and the result of the experiment brought
with it just ground of congratulation both to general
Moore and his followers.

Lord Paget, to whom the chief command of the
cavalry had been intrusted, received information, about
noon on the 20th, that a body of French borse, believed
to be 700 or 800 in number, occcupled Sahagun, =
large village on the Cea. He dotermined to surprise
them ; and with this view caunsed the 10th and 15th
hussars to mount and push forward o little after mid-
night. The point from which he set out, the Monaatero
Melgar Abaxo, was about three leagues from Sahegun ;
and the weather being intensely cold, the ground was
covered with snow ; nevertheless, the horses were fresh,
the men in excellent mpirits, and full of confidence
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bath in themeselves and their leaders. The total number
of the brigade might amount to 800 or 850 men.

When they hed ridden about two thirds of the way,
lord Puget divided his force ; and directing the 10th to
push slowly forwsrd under genersl Slade, he himself, at
the head of the 15th, made a considerable detour, so ay
to cut off the enemy's retreat. In effecting this move-
ment, the 15th fell in with 2 patrol, which was instantly
charged and overthrown ; but, one man escaping, the
French dragoons were warned of their danger, and
made ready to meet it as became them. The conse-
guence was, that when lord Paget reached the rear of
the village (and the day had dawned ere thin was ac-
complished), he found the enemy drawn up in line and
ready to receive him, As yer the 10th were far in the
rear, for Slade had not anticipated the celerity with which
lord Paget moved ; and the French, as waa sufficiently
apparent by the extent of their line, cutnumbered the
15th by nearly two to one ; yet there was no henitation
exhibited or experienced as to the course which it might
be necessary to pursue. ‘The 15th wheeled up, trotted
forward to give the charge, and were arrested only by
the intervention of a wide ditch or ravine, in rear of
which the enemy had formed. A little mancenvring
now engued, which ended in the pasgage of the diteh,
and a re-formation on the opposite side ; after which,
both parties shifted their ground ence or twice, for the
purpese of gaining the flank each of the other, In this
the Englich were successful, when, coming down with
great fury, they overthrew in a moment the enemy, who
stood still to receive themn, Many of the French were
killed, and 150 prisoners, including two colonels, were
taken. The rest escaped by n disorderly flight, leaving
the 15th masters of the field.

Meanwhile the rest of the army was pat in motion,
and advanced on the 21st to Sahagun, where head-
quarters were established, and continned thronghout
thetwofollwmgdaya. Thetrnopahad, it sppeared
outmarched their supplies, and there were yet varions
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Tonttera 10 be arranged preliminary to the decizive oper-
stim on which the general had ‘determined. While
resting here, air John Moore received communications
from Romana, replete, as the communicstions of Spanish
officers uniformly were, with proofs of extraordinary
apmorance and incapacity. It was ssserted, for example,
that Madrid etill held out; that Boult’s force fell ghort
of rather than exceeded 10,000 men ; and it propoeed
thet a meeting should take place at Benevente, between
the writer and rir Jobn Moore, where a plan for sur-
rounding the enemy might be arranged. Of such a
proposition no notice could of course be taken ; never-
theless ome satisfaction was derived from an assurance
which the Spaniard gave, that he had already withdrawn
from Galicia, and that he was preparing to advance in
two columns by Almanzer and Guarda.

The letter, of which we have thus given the ontlines,
resched sir John Moore while on the road to Sabsgun,
and bore date December the 19th; on the 232 &
second despatch came in, written a day Iater, From
this, amid much false information, sir John Moore re.
ceived a confirmation of rumours which had already
reached him, snd on the anthenticity of which he placed
fnll reliznce. It appeared that Soult, made aware of
the approach of the English, had hastened the march
of reinforcements from Burges, and that other corps
wete in progress to strengthen him both from Palencia
and elsewhere, Moore was not diverted from hia ori-
ginal intention by these reports ; but, being sssured of
the support of 7000 Spanish infantry, he made his dis-
poritions to bring on-—what his troops earnestly de-
sired — a general action.

It wan the design of sir John Moore to quit his
ground about eight o*clock in the evening of the 23d, so
as to reach Carrion soon after daylight on the 24th.
Having forced the bridge, which he understood to be
‘occopied by 5000 men, he should ther ascend the river,
jand fall upon the main body of the French in their
Pposition st Boldapa, at the moment when the Spanisrds
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threatened them from the rear. With this view, the
convents in S8ahagun were fitted up as hospitals, while
the troops, eager for the fray, stood to their arms at the
time appointed. But the msrch wss scarcely begun,
when a third despatch arrived from Romana, which,
canfirmed as its contenis were by the reporta of the
gpies, caused an immediate suspension of the movement.
8ir John Moore found, not only that Soult was concen-
teated at Carrion, to the amount of 18,000 or 19,000
men ; but that the whole of the French army, inter-
mitting the enterprises in which its several parts were
embarker, was marching to surround him. The corps
originally moved npon Badajos had suddenly wheeled, .
snd rations for many thousand men were ordered at
Palencia, while Napoleon himself, st the head of 50,000
men, was acrosa the Guadarama, and in rapid advance
towards Benevente. To have persevered in his pro-
posed attack could have lad only to the loss of the
whole army, no matter whether victorious or defeated
in the battle. The regiments were, therefore, come
manded to return to their quarters, and immediate steps
were taken to commence 2 retreat into Galicia,

While the baggage wag moving to the rear, and other
impedimenta to the rzpid progressof the troops averted,
Mooare despatched an officer to Romana, that he might
atrange with him sach an order of retreat es shonld at
once obviate the risk of unnecesssry crowding, and
more effectually vetard the ememy in pursuit. The
Spaniards being already at Manxilla, that route acroes
the Esla was left to thern, —they undertsking to defend
the bridge till the whole of the British troops should
have passed, snd then to retire, not into Galicia, but into
Leon. Meanwhile the roads by Valencix de San Jusn,
and Castro Gopsalo, were allotted to the two columna
iato which the British infantry were distributed ; the
former being followed by sir David Baird's corpa, the
latter by the division of general Hope. The cavalry,
however, were to hold their ground, making demon.
girations ltowards the enemy's outposts; indeed, they
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were not to quit the position till nightfall on the 25th,
some hours afier the reserve and light infantry should
bave withdrawn,

No movement could be conducted with greater order
and regularity than the commencement of this memor-
ahie retreat. At u late hour on the evening of the 24th,
the British corps set forward, and reached their 1.
gpective pointa of destination at Velencia and Castro
Gungalo without sustaining either accident or hinderance.
The cavalry, in like manner, played their part to sd-
miration ; for they kept the enemy's outposts confined to
their own stations, and withdrew at last totally un.
perceived : and high time it wes that the Eala should
be made to interpose between this handful of British
goldiers and the overwhelming masses that threatened
them, Napoleon in person was approaching Tordeaillas,
and hin patrols were already in sight, for some of them
resched Castro Gonsalo ere the passage of the river
could be effected, and ineulted the rear of the column
by destmymgashght portion of the baggage. Soult,
likewizse, now increased to more than the amount of his
late sssailant, had begun to move forward: Junmot,
with the wymy libersted at Cintra, was threatening their
flank from Palencie: while Lefebvre, in possession of
Balamanca, effectually interposed himeelf between them
and the Portuguese frontiers. Thus were they threat-
ened, on all hands, by a force against which resistance
was clearly hopeless, and left with one narrow outlet
alone through which to escape,

We have said that the cavalry, acting strietly in sc-
cordance with their instructions, saw the reserve clear
of the position at Bahsgun, and followed, at an in-
tervel of some hours, during the night of the 25th, On
the 26th, an opportunity presented iteelf o a portion of
the 10th hussars, of which that fine regiment glad'y
took advantage. Not far from Mayorga & considerahle
body of French dmagoens were obeerved on the summit
of a rising ground, making resdy, s it appesred, to cnt
off any stragglers who might fall out from the colwann
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while in march. Lord Paget immediately guve orders
that they abould be dislodged ; end colonel Leigh, put.
ting himgelf at the head of two squadrons, performed
the service effectoally. Though outnumbering the
English pgrestly, and therefore prompt to receive the
charge, the enemy, in spite of the advantages of position,
were overthrown, About 100 prisoners remsined with
the victors.

Having thus freed themselves from the presence of
a body of men, which, though too weak to molest the
line of march, was still capable of producing unessiness,
the cavalry pursued its route, and reached the left bank
of the Esls, now occupied by the light troops and a few
gune, under brigadier-general Cranfurd. It wan crossed
the following day; snd after a toilsome msrch, per-
formed under the presgure of an incessant and cold rain,
the column arrived, on the 27th, at Benevente, Mean-

at Manailla, fell back npon Leon; while Baird, sur.
mounting all the obstacles opposed by a rising river,
and s lamentable dearth of boats, guined the right of

turned fiercely upom the Spaniards, and drove them, by
« charge of cavalry, from the bridge st Mansills. He
thus opened out a road to Astorge, considerably shorter
than those by which the British columns were moving ;
and it needed but the reduction of Leonm, a town
scarcely protected by a ruinous wall, to render him
completely master of it.

Diatrustful of the degree of obetinacy with which
Romane's rear-gmard would msintain their post, Moore
hadwﬁmwthe&pmilhgmalhimneﬂ_’,pdnﬁngm
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turias were impracticable ; and that he must, when at
Iast compelied to fall back, retire upon Aatorga. Agsingt
this latter determination Moore strongly protested, but
the event proved that his reasoning went for. nothing,
In the mean while, however, he found occupation enough
in and sround Benevente. The men, smarting under
the mense of imaginary disgrace, suffering severely from
the weather, and totally neglected by the Spanish au.
tharities, had begun of late to exhibit symptoms of con.
siderable disorganisation, and something more than dis.
content, They took by force the supplies which the
inhabitents refused to furnieh, and were, in several in-
stances, guilty of great excesses. Moore felt this very
deeply. He issued an order, strongly reprimanding the
troops, end accusing the officers of neglect of duty,
while he threatened to inflict summeary punishment on
the firat person, no matter what his renk, who should
be detected in the repetition of such offences, Moore
incurred at the moment, as most men in his sitnation
do, the censure of those to whom he addressed himaelf ;
but the reproof was not thrown away, znd it is now
universally acknowledged to have been richly merited,

Though hesd-quarters were established in Benevente
50 early as noon of the 27th, colonel Cranfurd, with his
light infantry and a couple of guna, continued to main-
tain themselves on the left bank of the Eals 4ill midnight
on the 28Bth, It was considered necessary that the
bridge should be broken down; and the commanding na-
ture of the left bank, which overlooked the level country
on the opposite side, wonld have rendered it easy for
the enemy, once in possession of the ridge, to defeat the
best efforta of the English workmen to accomplish that
object. But as the labour of breaking up a piece of
solid and well-seasoned masonry wag far from trifling,
it went on very slowly; and the French, by repeated
demonstrations on foot, as well 33 on horseback, stzove
gailantly to interrapt it. At lsat, however, two of the
arches were severed, and the buttresses connecting them
blown wp ; after which, amid the horvore of & tempes-
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tuous night, the troops withdrew across the chasm on
planks, which they cast down into the foaming torrent
80 soon as the last of their resr-guard was safe. They
reached Benevente about three o'clock in the morning
of the 20th, and at seven were once mote in full retreat.

It is not very easy to determine to what precise point,
if to ey, the calculations of sir John Moore tended st

in & letter which he despatched to Romana on the
27th of December from Benevente. Aeccording to
that despatch, a stand would certainly be made at
; snd failing decisive succesa there, he weas pre-
to take up other and defenxible positions ameng
mountains. I shall continue my movement on
Astorgs,” says he. ° It is there, or behind it, we
should fight s battle, if at all. If the enemy follow 20
far, he will leave himeelf more open to the efforts of
the south, My opinion is, that 2 battle is the game of
Bonaparte, not ourn. We should, if followed, take
defennive positions in the mountaing, where hiy cavalry
can be of no use to him; and there either engage him in
anmquﬂemmmﬂlus,obhgehlmtoemployam_
gidersble corps to watch us, or to retire upon Madrid ;
in which lsat case we should again come forth into the
plain. In this manner we give time for the arrival of
reinforcements from England, your army to be equipped
snd formed, and that of the south of Spain to come
forth.,” Buch wae the tenor of his reasoning zs ad.
dremed to genersl Romana ; yet we find him, in » letter
to lord Castlereagh which bears date only one day later,
using the following expressions indicative alike of his
own want of self_confidence, and of his belief of the
positive invineibility of the force which pursued him,
 The country ahout Astorga offers no advantage to an
inferior army ; I shall, therefore, not stop longer there
than {0 secure the stores, and shall retreat to Villa Franca,
x 2

i

4
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where I understand there in & position. But if the
French pursue 1 must hasten to the coast, for there is
a road to Orenge which leads more direct to Vigo, and
which, of course, renders the position of Villa Franca of
no avail, # * & I ghall he guided by circumstances, and
shall not, you may rest assured, retreat an inch heyond
what T am compelled to do. Bt 1 fesr, if once I am
forced into the mountsins, that the want of the means
of subsistence will render it necessary to proceed down
to the cosst, to be provisioned from the ships. I need
hardly add, the necessity of sending immediately the
means of transport to re-emabark the army at Vigo and
Cornnna.”

From these extracts alone a strong presumption may
be formed, that though the ides of maintaining himself
in Galicia did occur,as it were, Ioosely and vaguely to the
mind of the general, be never took the plan into his
deliberate consideration, or adopted any steps with a
view to carry it into effect. Officera were, indeed, sent
out to examine the nature of the country in his rear;
but their examination had reference only to the condition
of the roads, and to the practicability of passing with
more or less facility to some point on the coast where
the troops might be embarked. We ere not aware that
¢o much as one survey was made of eny district alluded
to by common report a8 affording a defensible position,
The general sayes, it i true, that Villa Franca was
described to him as exceedingly defensible ; and he
even telks of making there the atand which waa to em-
barrass all the schetnes of Bonaparte ; but it is manifest,
from his own expressions, that of that position he had
been very imperfeetly informed, and it is certain that
no officer commissioned by him ever reconncitred it
‘We apprehend, therefore, that we do sir John Moore
1o injustice, when we Eay, that aa yet he had not come
o any fized determination —— that he saw thinge in the
gloomiest light -~ entertained little hope of ultimate
success—and fonnd his attention continually, and perhups
involuntarily, twrned towards the coast ; but that from
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time to time the possibility of showing a front paased
before the eye of his mind, and occagioned, if not a feel-
ing of hardihood bordering upon rashness, at all events
extreme uneasiness and intense anxiety. A high sense
of personal honour, & full knowledge of what was ex-
pected from him at home, and a consciousness that the
means &t his disposal were not, perhaps, unequal to
realise, at least temporarily, his country’s expectstions,
all these considerations urged him to fight ;——though =
rooted conviction that even victory could tend in no
degree to preserve Spain, hindered him from digesting
any plan, by adbering to which he might expect to fight
snccessfully.

‘We have said, that on the 27th of December, head- .
quarters were established at Benevente. The project
of merching upon Vigo waa at thia time cherished by
sir John Moore, and he caused enquiries to be made as
to the practicability of the road which conducte by way
of Orense to that place. He found that it was alto.
gether impassable by cannon ; and he therefore directed
that the retreat should be continued to Astorge, where
Baird was instructed to join. On the 28th, the divisiona
of Hope and Fraser marched to LaBanessa; on the 20th,
they pushed on for Astorga, Moore guitting Bene.
vente the same dsy with the reserve, and the cavalry
being left to bring up the rear. Of these pot & few
had slept during the night of the 28th in en extensive
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snd in the ocourrences of the day following, all desire
of referring to other and Jess interesting eventa was
sheorbed.

The dawn hed set in but s short while when s strong
body of French cavalry were seen to try for a ford st no
great distence from the ruins of the bridge. They din-
covered it and passed ; while the patrols, falling back,
1eade haste to form, sc sa to be able to cheek, if not to
restrain, them. The corps which had thus thrown
itself wcross the Eala consisted of sbout 600 of the
cavalry of the guard, and was led on by their com.
mandant, M. Lefehvre Desnouettes, » general of division.
They were immediately charged by colonel Otway, at the
head of 200 tight horse ; and the leading squadrons were
more then once compeiled to falter: but the odds were
tremendous, and, of course, the ecremy gained ground.
While this wae going on, Iord Paget snd brigadier-
general Stewart arrived at the spot. The former
hsstened to bring back the 10th hussars ; while the latter
took comwand of the pickets, and continued the skir-
mish, which became, at last, 50 warm, that the squa-~
drona were repeatedly intermixed. By and by the 10th,
having completed their formation, rode forward to sup-
port,md in five minutes, the uffeir was decided. The
enemy, broken st a rush, ﬂedmtheuhnoatmnfanon
lel. Lefebvre, with seventy other prisoners, behmd
andranledatdleoppouteudeofthestream only to
be dispersed again by a few rounds from the horse

In the mean tile, general Moore was pwrsning his
march to Labenesss, which he resched without any dis-
aster. He wag followed, at nightfall, by the cavalry,
whwhhldheldihgmunddlday,underanocusiuml
cannonade ; and, on the 30th, at a late hour, Baird’s
eorpshavingdmdywmein,thewboleumymhld

Axming window hich e tove off ita and cast out of the
dmiter, w hl‘lﬂ and cast ouf

Jthen , mwakenad
hn%. n]r_n.l_n. vh&h‘ln wuch & o wonld have
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r at Astorgs. But the scene which met them there waz
# once harrowing and vexations in no ordinary degree.
Romana’s misersble followers, driven first from Man.
gilla, and afterwards from Leon, now crowded Astorga;
and the line, which Moore had so snxiously striven to
keep clesr, was chokted up. We cannot pretend to de-
seribe the confurion and riot which marked the progress
of that night. The English, slready disposed to regard
the Bpaniards as enemies, laid no restraint upon their
fury when they found every house and stable aceupied
by Bpanish soldiers ; nor could the squalid and unearthly
appearance of these diseased and naked men inapire them
with the smallest pity. It waa with some difficulty
that many of them could be reatrained from sacrificing
their unhapypy allies apor the spot.

Astorgs was st this time full of stores, which =ir
David Baird, at the general’s desire, had painfully accu-
mulated. By far the greater portion of these were de-
stroyed ; for Moore entertained no ides of helting here
longer than might he necesaary for purposes of repose,
andhewumﬂmutthemmsofh‘mspomngmyaddl.
tional baggage. So soon, therefore, as Romana's people
were furnished with as many muskets and cartridges ax
they could carry, and the immediate wants of the
British troops were partly made good, the work of de-
stroction began, and ammunition, intrenching tools,
hoes, ram, proviciens, and clothing, were, with melan.
choly indiscrimination, committed to the flames.

‘We have spoken harshly of the conduct of Romana
in evacunting Leon, and falling, in despite of » pledge
given to the contrary, on the line of the English retveat.
It is an &ct of mere justice to add, that, enfeehled as
theﬁpmmdnwm,andmﬂ‘eﬂngunderthersngu of

insisted on the polleyofmahng at least a temporary

stand on the strong ground about Astorga, whence, in

meofmm,amﬁuteould,atmymomt,be

secnred, through the slmost 1mpregnable passes of Mon-
x4
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sanal and Foncebadan. We are not prepared to say
that the advice thos given ought to have been adopted.
Doubitless, the position of Astorga wes capable of being
maintained till part at least of the stores collected there
waa removed ; while the road to Ville France lay vecure
againat all flank movements, except such as might be
extended far beyond the limits compatible with & brisk
affair, But to spesk of Astorge as the point where the

British army might pretend to make » determined stand
aguinst the masses that now threatened it, wereridicnlous,
At all events, sir John Moore was convinced that even
a wemporary check could not bhere be offered to the
epemy ; and Romanz was warned thet he must needs
choose s line of march apart from that by which the
English were about to move. Without & murmur, the
high.minded Spanjard turned his starving and sickly
men towards Oyense, little dreaming that there also his
sllies were before him, and the resources of the country
swallowed up.

‘When the troops received orders to evacuate Bene-
venite, an impression was created in their minda thet
the sole ohject of the retrograde movement was to dis-
cover saome more fevourable position on which to deliver
a battle. It iz possible enongh that Moore, in sanc.
tioning this rumour, went in nothing beyond the straight
line of integrity —in other words, that he really did
intend to show front to his pursuers as soon a8 he should
dueoveralpotofgrmdndzptedforthednp]ayofhh
strength., But, however this may be, it is very certain,
that, from the hour when the men turned their backs
upon Astorgs, all hope of retaining even a temporary
hold in Galicia was abandoned. Ir proof of this, we
need only state, that the light brigade, the very &ite of
the army, were here separated from their comrades. As
if uncertain how most speedily to reach the cosst, Moore
caased Cranfurd end his corpe to pass, by czoss roads,
throngh Orense towards Vigo; while the rest of the
troopa followed the great caussway which conducts to
Villa Franca. We would willingly draw a veil over
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the resplts of this movement, as they showed themselves
in the temper and discipline of the men, were we per.
mitted so0 to do by & sense of what is due to the public.
¢ The army,” says lord Londonderry, " bad hitherto
fallen back, under the persuasion that it would not be
required to retreat beyond its present position at Astorga,
bt that here, or hereabouts, matters would be hrought
to the issue of ¢ battle. Though their conduet, in many
respects, cannot, certainly, be spoken of in high terma,
it is probeble that this prospect, and this alone, had
hitherto kept the men in something like » state of b
ordination. They had committed various excesses, it
is true ; many had individually robbed and plundered,
and got drunk by the way; and some had thus fallen
into the hands of the enemy, or had perished from the
inclemency of the weather: yet the army, considered as
2 body, was still efficient; and reqnired nothing more
than s few hours of reat, and a moderate supply of pro-
viglons, to restore it to the state of high order in which
it was at Salamancz. From the moment when pre.
parations began to be made for & continued retreat from
Astorgs, all this may be said to have been at an end,
In Astorga, the blowing up of ammunition wagona,
the destruction of intrenching tools, and the committal
to the flames of field equipments for a whole division,
gave the signal, a3 it were, for all the bad passioms of
those who witnesfed the scene to be let loose; and,
mortifying as it i to confess it, the fact cannot be
denied, that, from that hour, we no longer resembled a
Britich army.,”

When sir John Mooze first made up his mind to
move forward from Sslamsnca, he wrote to sir John
Craddock, requeating that he would send round to ¥igo
every disposable ton of ehipping, for the purpose of en-
abling him, if hard pressed, to withdrew from Galicla.
This was done in utter ignorsnce of the nature of the
omantry through which he proposed to pasa; for Vige
is at once less sccessible and more hampered, as & point
of embarkation, then any other harbour along the eoust,
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Neverthelesa, though the vequisition was sttended to,
snd the general knew that the case was »o, he wavered,
even after Astorgs had been evacusted, between march-
ing upon that point, and falling back across the moun.
tains to Corunna. We want no other proof then this,
Mhin]mﬂectofmuntunmgﬂsepamwhchleud
into Galicia was, by this time, wholly ebandoned. He
Iooked, indeed, to the sea, and to it alone, os affording
aehanoeofaalvationtohn;rmy,mdmspmofnu_
medcus atxurances to the contrary, the troops appear to
have felt that they were at length in full fight.

The road from Astorga to Vills Franca passes through
the villages of Torre, Benevebre, and Ponferrada, and
Jeads over a country a3 wild and as romantic as it is
poeaible for the imagination to conceive, Even now, in
the depth of & severe winter, when the mountain tops
were covered with snow, and the aleet falling thick and
fast obecured the vision, and rendered the path ail bmt
impervigus, it was impoesible to look around without
experiencing sensations of no ordinary kind ; at lesst,
this was the effect produced upon the minds of & few
ameng the officers, whoee official mitnations exempted
them from a portion of that misery under which their
less favoured comrades groaned. To the army at large,
however, the march brought with it only sufferinge of
the moat deplorahle kind. Men and horses foundered
at every atep; and of the unfortunate women, who, by
some strange oversight, had been permitted in nunumuzl
nutnbers to accompany their husbands, & Iarge propor-
tion lay down snd died amid the snow wreaths. The
most adimirable system of discipline which the world
hea ever seen will not preserve order in the ranks of an
army circomstanced a8 was that of sir John Moore.
Straggling could no longer be prevented ; and of the
acts of plunder and marsuding committed by the men
upon the inhabitants, we gladly twn away from giving
80 much as & single specimen.

The rear of the column halted on the 31st of De-
ommber at Benevebre, Hope and Fraser’s division hav-
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ing pushed the same day on to Villa Franca. No affair
of consequence occurted during the mwrch; for the
enemy’s cavalry, though they pressed the rear—guard
continually, took warning by the issue of the gkirmish
on the Exla, and held aloof from coming to blows. But
the pcenes of confusion and drunkenness which presented
themselves in the town beggar all description. Itwu
1o longer the act of an occasional marauding part
Whole regiments, aethngtheordeuoftheuoﬂieenat
deflance, burst into the cellars, und seised the liquors,
which, with the recklesmess of men who have given np
all for lost, they drank till both minds and bodies became
powerless. Meanwhile, a ceaseless rattle of carbines
gave warning that the French hung upon their steps.
It was to no purpese that appeals were made to the
sense of honour which still, to a certsin degree, adhered
to them. The men answered, that they wished to face
the enemy ; that they were disgraced by being made to
flee before them ; that the Bpaniards were traitors, and
that they and their chief were sold. They then broke out
into leng and unmeaning ebullitions of blasphemy, and
summed up all by quaffing more deeply from the wine
casks.

Such was the manper in which the night of the 1st
passed over ; and its effects were not different from
what might bave been anticipated. At an early hour
on the 2d, the colymn again set forward, but the mul.
titude of stragglers left behind was euch as to render
Tecessary some extraordinary effort to bring them off.
For this purpose the 20th regiment, under colonel Ross,
was directed, with a strong rear-gusrd of cavalry, to see
every wine cellar and provision store emptied, and to
drive the miserable rabble before them even at the point
of the bayonet. To a cerinin extent the rear-gnard
had executed this toilsome task, when an alarm was
given that the enemy was approaching. All was now
confugion among the stragglers, while the attention of
the troops was directed to stay the approach of the pur-
suers aa long es pessible, They succeeded only in part;
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for the enemy, bresking through the covering squadrons,
rode furiously into the hesrt of the crowd, and with
roerciless activity cut down, without discrimination, all
that came in their way. Neither sex nor age was re.
wpected, insomuch that the road presented in & few
minutes cne of the most harrowing spectacles on which
the humsn eye has ever rested. Sir John Moore did
not fail to make the most of this barbarous massacre.
Of the mangled wretches that escaped, several were leod,
hleeding ax they were, from the rear to the front of the
column, while the officers pointed to them as living
proofs that insubordination in the presence of an enemy
never faila to bring destruction upon those who are
guilty of it.

Mesnwhile the army continued its retreat. On the
8d, the reserve halted at Calcabellos, a town distant
about six miles from Villa Francs, whither the head.
quarters had gone on. Bince the affiir of the 28th of
December, there had been no serious fighting between
any portiens of the hoetile srmies: fortune so ordered
it that they should again try their hardibood in a sharp
ikirmish on the 8d. It is to be observed, that Calea-
hﬂu]iumshoﬂowhetweentwormgesofhﬂ]smd
is divided in the middle by a stream, across which a
bridge of stone is thrown, While the reserve occupied
in force the slope of the further range, shout 400 of
the rifle corps, with the pickets of cavalry, had been left
during the night between the 2d and %d on the summit
of the opposite height ; the riflemen being directed, as
#gon 86 the enemy made his appearance, to fall beck,
while the cavalry endeavoured by repeated demon.
strations to retard his march. At the dawn of day, =
eorpa of French cavalry, led on by general Colbert,
was men to advance, and the rifles, as they were re-
quired to do, marched leisurely towards the .
The enemy hesitated for a time ; Colbert, as the event
proved, having demanded further reinforcements so
woon a5 he saw how the English were disposed on the
fate of the oppodite range. But Boult, to whem the
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chase was now intrusted, not only disregarded the re.
quisition, but sent peremptory orders that a charge
should be hazarded at onte. Colbert’s military pride
wes wounded. He placed himself at the head of the
dragoons, and dashed forward with reckless jmpe-
tuosity.

Thi cavalry pickets, either misunderstanding their
duty, or deceived as to the number of those by whom
they were threatened, gave way without striking a blow.
Down they came at speed towarde the bridge, and,
driving through the riflemen, exposed them to be as.
satled without the means of effectual resistance. About
thirty men were thus lost ; but the remainder, rughing
thmughthetown,soonspreadtbemselm,mlkumuh-
ing order, among the vineyards, and opened, at the
distance of thirty yards, a murdercus fire upon the
enemy. Many gallant horsemen fell, and ameng others
Colbert himeelf; yet was the danger far from being
over. A body of voltigeurs, treading mapidly on the
beels of the cavalry, now came in, and the eharp report
of the rifles wes briskly answered by & heavy roll of
musketry. By and by the 52d descended to support
the rifles ; then came Merle’s division covering the face
of the hill just sbandoned, and threatening every mo-
meat to crosa the stream, and to bear down by weight
of nwmbera the English infantry. But there was sup-
port at hand for these brave men. A few pieces of
hore artillery suddenly arzived, and opened their fire
with effect, upon which the enemy drew back beyond
range, leaving the rear_guard to pursue ita march in
peace. The aldrmishers came in to Villa Franca late
in the evening, having loat sbout 150 men during the
da

’;Vh:i]ethe rear—guard wes thus employed, the lead.
ing divisions had been guilty of & repetition of almost
all those excesses which had brought with them eon-
sequences s0 dissstrous at Benevebre. Wine cellars
shounded in Villa Franca; and the temptation which
these held out to & wearied and dispirited aoldiery, net
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even the remembrance of the scenes which had passed
before their eyes in the morning sufficed to render
fegble. In Villa Franca, moreover, magazines had been
collected equal to & fortnight's consumption for the
whole army; in a word, the men, who for some days
past had endured the most appalling privations, found
themselves suddenly thrown, as it were, into the midat
of plenty, Plunder and excesses of every kind ensued,
to which the genersl succeeded in putting a stop cnly
after the utmoat exertions bad been used, and some of
the most active of the merauders were executed. Yet
were the stores, thus preserved from the lawlesa hands
of the robber, given over in the course of thet night to
indiscriminste destruction, Bread, spirits, ammunition,
shoes, all were committed to the flemes; and at early
dnwn,ﬂ:ehsthopeofmlumngaholdupontheuounu-y
was extinguished, by a renewal of the precipitate and
disastrous retreat.
Tt is scarcely necessary to remind the reader, that
outﬂlewholeoftheuretrogndemmmtﬂle
Bnﬁshlmopshadbeenexposedloasueeesmonofeold
and tempestuous weather. The rain fell in torrents,
mixed from time to time with eleet, which heavy guats
of wind blew into their faces ; and the rcads, deep,
muddy, and rugged, proved impracticable to all whose
cohstitutions were not more than ordinarily robust. To
add to their miseries, the men’s shoes wore out, and there
was neither time, nor, indeed, resolution enough smong
themgelves to make good the deficiency. Foot-sore and
broken hearted, not a few had already lain down to die;
while horees, foundered snd worn out, covered the line
of rosd by hundreds. But the distresses against which
they had hitherto struggled appeared light, even to the
wffercrs themselves, when compared with this terrible
march from Villa Franes to Castro. The route Iny en-
tizely, for about fifteen miles, up the face of an ascent,
acxoss which the pathway wound like the xig-zag in
front of & beleaguered city: and though it led through
the heart of acenery of the wildest and moet romantic
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character, that cireumstance tended but little to recon-
cile the overwrought soldier to his task. We shatsin
from drawing any minute picture of the horrors which
sccompanied that dey’s march. Enough ia dene when
we siate, that they were altogether such as to draw from
one who beheld them a confession that, ** the mosat har-
rowing sccounts which have yet been laid before the
public fall ehort of the reality,”*

The troops were now traversing a district of eountry,
in comparison with which it would he difficnlt to point
out in any quarter of the globe one more defensible.
Absolutety secure from any direct sttack in front, and
exposed to danger on the left flenk only by & rosd which
two battalions might have maintained against an army,
if ever there waa a position capable of being succesafully
defended, it wes that along the base of which winds the
valley of the Syl. It possessed, moreover, the advan-
tage, inestimable in the existing state of the British co-
lumns, that it gave to the troops which held it command
over the most gextensive und valuable iron-works in
8pain. From these ample stores roight have been drawn
means for reshoeing all the animals in the army, and the
cayalry and artillery would have thus become efficient ;
both of which had of late ceased to be available through
the foundering of the horses, No attempt, however,
was made to make here even a temporery stand. Every
thing, on the conteary, which threatened to retard the
retreat, whether baggnge, cars, sick, or rtragglers, was
left behind ; and as such hindrances became more and
more humnercus at every step, the losses sustained were
enormoun,

As the nature of the country no longer admitted of
the operations of cavalry, that force waa sent on by jtaelf
to Lugo. The reserve, on the other hand, confinued
to march in rear of the infantry column at an interval
of several Jeagues ; indeed, it quitted Villa Franca only
#t ten o’clock st night, and reached Herrerizs at twelve.
Hete the general becarne at length convinced that a con-

® Lord Londonderry, in bis Nurzative of the Peninsuler War, |
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tinuance of his present rate of marching wonld, within
the space of a few days, prove as destructive as a total
defeat. He determined, therefore, to give & few days
rest to hin troops, even at the hasard of receiving s battle ;
and having learned that there was at Lugo an exceed.
ingly favourable position, he despatched orders for the

divisions to halt there, Unfortunately, however,
#ir David Baird, less provident than his commander-in-
chief, sent forward this important communication by an
orderly dragoan, who, getting drunk by the way, lobt
his despatches, and deranged the whole plan of oper-
ations. It had been one main object of Moore's letter
to stop the progress of general Fraser's divislon, which,
in accordance with the original plan of retreat, waa di-
rected to move by St. Jago de Compostello upon Vigo.
The migfortane alluded to above rendered abortive this
design, for Fraser, receiving no orders to the contrary,
pursued his march ; and when at Iast an aide-de-camp
overtook him, he was already far advanced on his way
to the coast. He wheeled about on the instant ; and at
the expense of eevere suffering to the men, and the loss
of much valuable time, regained, weery, faint, and fast.
ing, the position at Lugo.

In the mesn while the reserve continued its retrest
from Herrerias, closely followed, and almost continuelly
engaged with the enemy’s advanced guard. For a time,
indeed—that is to esy, throughoutthe 4th — no skirmish-
ing ensued; for the reserve quitted ita ground after a few
hours of reat, and by dint of grest exertions, and a forced
march of six and thirty miles, left the French far be-
hind. But at Nogales, which the troops reached at a
late hour in the evening, the enemy again pvertook them ;
and when the march waa resumed, the ceaselegs tirallade
ofr&mm:ummeeddm. While this was
going on in resr of all, the regiments more forwsrd
were met by o string of country cars, npon which were
piled up supplies of clothing, arms, smrounition, and
-ahces for Romana's areny. Why these hod not been
forwarded st an cerlier peiod, no explanation wap given
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bt their arrival now afforded proof that the junta of
Corunns contemplated any thing rather than o retreat.
The soldiers were in no humounr te deal kindly with the
Spaniards by whom these cars were escorted. They
poured upon them volleys of abuse, till the men, alarmed
for their lives, fled, and the stores were all immediately
destroyed, except the amall quantity which it was found
practicable to serve out to the column as it passed. Nor
were two bullock cars, loaded with dollers to the amount
of -25,0004. sterling, trested with grester ceremony,
Instead of distributing the money to the men (a mea-
sure recommended both by humanity and policy) the
heads of the casks were knocked in, and the treasure
rolled over the cliffs, tempted not a few who witnessed
the deed to straggle from thelr ranks, Many valuable
lives were thus lost, which might have been othexrwise
prelermdt.othareountry

The village of Constantino atands upon the margin of
& stream, which, running along a deep and rocky chan..
nel, formn the bottom of & ravine hemmed in on either
hand by hilla of considerable altitude. The reserve
were approaching it towards evening on the 5th, when
the enemy overtook them ; and the dangers of attempting
& passage in the face of pursuers, who, at pistol-shot
distance, could command the bridge, were too epparent
to be meglected. Moore halted the rifle corps with a
brigade of horse artillery on the brow of the southern
range, while the regt of the division pushed on an rapidly
28 conld consist with good order. The manceuvre was
not lost upon the French. Unscquainted with the ns
ture of the country beyond, and suspecting that & ge-
neral action would be offered, they too stood still on the
face of an opposite height, till & large force closing up
from the rear had sccumulated. By this time, however,
the English column was safe, and in possession of the
high ground to the north of Constantino, where, with
edmirsble okill, vix John Moore formed them ; and it
now only remained to bring off, with s litde risk aa
possible, the rifles and artillery. Al was effected with
¥oL. Ii. ¥
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the order and precision thet mark the progress of a re-
view. The artillery limbering up, descended the hill
-at & trot; the riflemen followed in double quick time;
and thongh the French instantly roshed in pursuit, not
8 casualty was pustsined. Guns and men passed the
bridge in safety, and took their respective places in the
line of which we have spoken as occupying the acclivity
beyond. It was to no purpose that the enemy made
repeated efforts to dielodge them. They repelled every
attack, and withdrew at lust only becanse to keep posses-
Hon of that post had not entered into the calenlations of
the general

Eleven o'clock arrived ere the rear-gmard quitted
Constantino, yet they performed their fatigning march
-well, and eame in a little before sunrise to the position
et Lugo. 'They found it occupied by 15,000 infantry,
1800 cavalry, and 40 pieces of cannon,—-the whole dis—
possble strength that remained out of the foree with
which the campaign had opened. It is true that a
couple of brigades were missing; for generals Alten and
Craufurd had persevered in their march to Vigo, and
were now with the fiower of the infantry safe on board
of ship ; but there met the general here three fresh
battalions, which Baird had left to keep open the
communications; end hence, in point of numbers, he
was not, perhaps, less efficient than he had ever been.
The ground which he occupied was, moreover, ex-
‘coedingly favourable for the management of hia limited
means. Hia right, which held 2 space of country com.
.paratively flat, was protected by & bend of the river
-Minho ; his centre took post among vineyards, inter-
-necledbyﬁequentlowatonewtlls and hiy left, which
was somewhst withdrawn, rested on the mountamns,
and was supported and covered by the cevalry. Colonel
: Napier tells us, * it was the intention of the general to
engage deeply with his right and centre before he
closed with his left wing, in which he had posted the
flower of his troops, hoping thus to bring on'a decizive
rbattle, and trusting to the valour of the men to handle
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the epemy in such & sort «s he should be giad to let
the army continue it retreat unmolested,” If such
were his views, he adopted a somewhat unusual method
of reelising them, inasmuch aa his dispoeitions were
enh.telydefensive, and of course lizhle to be tried on
any point which the ememy acting offensively might

It'm]lbe borne in mind that Napoleon, though he
suspended every other operation for the purpose of
overwhelming the British army by weight of numbers,
contimmed the pursuit in person no further than As-

The intelligence which reached him there,
touching the situstion snd designe of Auatria, ceused
an immediate change in his plans; and he withdrew,
followed by 10,000 of his guards, by way of Val-
ladelid, into France. To marshal Soult, duke of Dal,
matia, was, thenceforth, intruated the task of driving
the English into the sea ; and there were placed at his
immediate disposal for that purpose, 20,000 men, of
whom 5200 were cavalry. Boult was, however, sup-
ported by the divisions of Loison and Heudelet in the
Tear, as well as by the 6th corps, mustering sbont
16,000 men, under Ney, who, though in 2 grest mea-
wure independent, received orders to act in fartherance
of any scheme which the duke of Dalmatia might ad-
vise. General Laborde, likewise, was placed under
his orders ; and hence the total numbers employed to
rid Spain of the presence of the English fell little short
of 60,000 men. Yet it were absurd to assert that the
retreating army ever was, or ever could be, threatened
by odds 80 tremendoms. Lasborde never overtook his
chief, nor possessed the power of deing so; while
Neymtamedofhnhmiher marshal a;ealonnytoo
violent to permit his contributing, by any
exertion, to inorease his renown. About 25,000 men,
therefore, at the utmost hung, upon Moore’s rear; and it
was to check these that he assumed, ss we have just
described, the position in front of Lugo.

Noon was spproaching on the 6th, when the head of

¥ 2
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the French column sppearcd, and began to crown the
summit of a ysnge of steep hills about three miles dis.
tant from the English position. The enemy came up
but slowly, for they too had suffered from the rapidity
of their- advance, and during several hours occupied
themeelves in forming a line paraliel to that of Moore.
Tt was evident that great doubt existed in the mind of
Soult relative to the strength of the array to which he
mtood opposed, 'The English, concealed in some degree
by the inequalitiee of their ground, showed no more
of their force than wae necessary ; and the French
genersl wan, in consequence, kept in o state of suspense,
which he resolved if possible to remove by @ demon.
stration, With this view, four pieces of cannon were,
on the following morning, advenced towards the centre
of the English, and opened their fire: they were re..
plied to and silenced by the discharge of fifteen pieces,
the first round from which dismounted & French gun,
and caused the rest to be withdrawn, Souit gathered
from this that something more than a rear-guard
fronted him, and he determined to unmask his adver.
sary etill more by threstening him on the right and
left. Two heavy columns accordingly descended inte
the plain by roads which led toward the flanks of the
English, and in a short time the outposts were engaged
in all directions, But on the right nothing further

tend, held aloof ; end after a brief interval of distant

It was not 80 upon the left The infantry colnmn
which threatened that point carried with it s battery
of five gunn, which played with considerable effect upon
s portion of the 76th rvegiment, in occupation of »
gentle eminence. ‘This was followed by & sharp attack
onﬁ;ethepl&eu which were driven in with loes; and

line iteelf, after giving one or two volleys, mlowly
withdrew. Moore heard the eonnd of firing, and gal-~
loped to the spot. He formd both the 76th and 51st
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regiments hotly engaged, and apparently at a disadvans
tage ; for the skirmishers were overmatched, and a
beavy column bore fiercely upon them, Moore had
werved in the 5ist as an ensign. He reminded the
men of that fact, told them how much he expected at
their hands, and placed himself in their front. There
needed no further efforts to restore the battle. The
line cheered, threw in a volley, and rushed on with
the bayonet, before which the enemy's colurnn imme-
diately gave way. The French were neverely galled in
retiring, and loat by the reconnoissance about 400 men,

We have not concealed the shameless and glaring
irregularities, of which, during the progress of the re-
treat, the British army had been guilty. Itis an zet
of justice to add, that the prospect of meeting the
enemy in fair and open fight restored, as if by magie,
order to the ranks. There was no more wandering
from the colours, no marsuding or plunder, nor any
inordinate wee of the wine or spirite that lay within
reach ; but an eager yet dogged anxiety to bring
matters to the izsue of a batile, in the result of which
all ranks believed that their personal honour was in.
volved. We express ourselves thus, because it is cer-
tain thet never, from the commencement of the retro.
gression till the day of embarkstion, was any feeling of
insecurity prevalent among the men. 'They believed
themselves, throughout, quite competent to provide for
their own safefy; and, s a matter of couree, capsble
of defeating the enemy : it were an error, therefore, to
attribute to the workings of desperation, the calm
courage which now pervaded them. In like marmer,
their crimes along the road may in s great messure he
traced back to the chafing of minds galied by a sense of
degradation, which in their own opinion they had not
merited. From that they fondly trusted that the hour
was spproaching when they should be able to free
themselves, and for the rest they left it ol to Providence
and their geneyal.

In!hehopelenierhinedgyhh followers, s far at

¥
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least an the fighting of 2 general action bounded them,
sir John Moore fully participsted. He expected, in-
deed, to derive, even from victory, nothing more than
the power of embarking nnmolested, for he no longer
dreamed of retatning his hold upen Galicia, nor looked
for any co.gperation from its inhabitants. All accounts,
moreover, hot even excepting the letters of Mr. Frere,
united in representing the Spanisrds as every where
confounded ; for of the armies which had promised to
support him, either divectly, or by diversions elgewhere,
not one way in existence. 'When, therefore, he antici.
pated & atruggle, and desived it with the utmost anxiety,
it was with the wingle view of crippling &n ad:
whom he could not hope to destroy, and of whose
talents he had formed too just an estimate, not to feel
that even this would be to achieve no common honoar.
For Mcore knew that Ney was at Villa Franca. He
knew, also, that from such a position as that oceupied
by Scult, a retreat, and comparatively s safe one, wea
at any moment attainable; snd he could not flatter
himself with being able to best, in succession, two
armies, each as numerous and experienced as his own.
Besides, the conviction was firmly rooted in his mind,
that no success, nor any series of successes, would serve
materially to forward the great cause which he was em-
ployed to eupport. ¢ What if, beating first Soult and
then Ney,” says his xealous and able advocate, colonel
Napier, “the Britich army had arrived once more shove
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the French genera] withdrew his guns, and retired to
hie position on the heights which he had originally oc-
cupied. Here he remained inactive 6l night closed in;
upon which the British troopa composed thempelves to
gleep,-—nome beside their fires, others in the town of
Lugo, and amid the homesteads and hamleta around it,
Both men and officers lay down, however, in the con-
fident expectation thst to-morrow’s sun would light
them to the combat ; and all resumed their places in the
line, silently, but resolutely, an hour before dawn. The
morning broke, however, and displayed the ememy at
rest where they had been the day before. No squadrons
moved ; no gune nor battalions quitted their ground ;
end, ez hour efter hour stole on, & painful conviction
took possession of all minds, thet Soult would not ha~
zard s battle, at least aggresaively. We ave not suthor.
ised to eay, that the possibility of attacking him where
he stood wes ever suggested to sir John Moore. If it
were, the project was pronounced romantic, and the day
nccordingly passed over without the occurrence of any
hostile demonstration from either party.

As night approached, sir John Moore felt more snd
more scutely the anxieties and distresses of the sitnation
which he fliled. There was nothing of which he was
80 desirous as that a battle might be brought on; yet
the obatacles opposed to offensive operations on his part
appeared po seripus, that he tumed away from the pro.
ject with horrér. He reasoned, as we have already
shown that the historian of the peninsular war reasons,
snd he came to the conclusion that not even vietory
would compensate for the loss inseparble from the aa.
sxult of such & position as that occupied by Senlt. But
if he shrank with natural reluctance from comamitting
himseelf in a forward movement, much more unsatis-
factory sppeared to bim the idea of Lingering another
day where be then stood. )

Ney might, for sught he kuew to the contrary, be in
full march to join Somlt; or, possibly, he might be en-
deavouring to turn the position of Lugo, by marching to

¥4
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possession of his ground till he cenceived that ell was
gafe ; and then, retaining over that fine body of men the
most complete control, drew off leisurely and with
perfect order. There was no confurion here, nor yet
#ny missing of the way; but the herds of stragglers
which the reserve overtook umavoidably delayed their
progress, by compelling them to halt from time %o time,
in order that these unheppy men might be pushed on-
ward., It was a fortunate circumstance that the enemy
not only made ho movement in pursnit during the night;
but that, when the return of day displayed t0 them the
position of Lugo evacuated, they held dack long and
snxiously, as if fearing some deceit.

Had the contrary been the csse, the loes of the En-
glish daring thin march must have been sppalling. As
it was, the French cavalry overtook the rear-guard late
in the evening of the Bth, and compelled them, after a
sharp redistance, to retire, when a dense body of ma-
rauders wes immedistely uncovered, and left to its fate.
Nevertheleas, these men, being for the most part sober,
defended themselves with great gallantry, Though des-
titute of leaders, they formed enm irregulsr column, and
received with perfect stendiness the attack of the enemy;
and having repelled it with coneiderahle slaughter, they
moved on cautipusly, slowly, and therefore unmolested.

On the 10th of Janusry the main body entered Be-
tanzos, general Paget with the reserve bivouacking on
sbne commanding heights a few miles from the town.

Hexe #ir John Moore issued a strong but
order, in which he reproached the men for their want
of steadiness, the officers for the little zeal which they
daplayed in preserving order, and threatened with eon.,
dign punishment any individual who should thenceforth
be found straying unnecessarily from his colowrs. This
wae not the first reproachful sddress which Moore had
found it necemary to promulgate, On his arrival at
Lugo, he had appealed powerfully to the feelings of hia
officers, whom he did not seruple to charge with the
chief Hlgme attaching to the irvegularities of'the troops ;
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snd as the reproof then bestowed was not thrown sway,
50 his present admonition produced considerable effect.

All ranks were ashamed that their conduet should
have merited such statements ; and thoee in authority
resolved that no exertions should be wanting among
them to hinder the neceasity of & repetition.

At an early hour on the 11th the march was resumed,
the care of destroying the bridge at Betanzos being com-
mitted to the rear—guard. This they effected only in
part; for though the bridge was constructed of wood,
the enemy’s cavalry came on so fast that the 28th regi-
ment scarcely succeeded in checking them, while the
working parties continued their labours. Besides, there
were now no entrenching tools with the army; and of
powder, the quantity was too limited to permit its ap.
plication except in cases of the utmost emergency. At
all eventa, the bridge was only partially destroyed, inso.
much that the demage done by the English pioneers
waa, within half an hour after the arzival of the first
infantry brigade in Soult’s army, sufficiently repaired.
Meanwhile Moore collected his people into one conti~
nuous column, He hsd suffered so much during
the march from Lungo to Betanzos, that he would not
again intrust the guidance of corps to his inferiors,
while the mituatior in which he stood rendered it neces-
sary that the whole should be capable of eoncentratiom
at a moment’s warning. The army was now epproach-
ing the coast, and it could not be doubted that soonexr
or later a battle would be forced wpon them, no matter
how imperfect the preparations of the enemy might be
to bying matiers to that imue. Of the degree of anxiety
with which the general watched over the conduct of his
army t this day, the following extract from
Mr. Meore’s Narrative will serve to show:—-

# He” (xir John Moore), says the writer, ¢ passed
every regiment, and addressed the commanding offlonr
of each, obeerving to them that there was no particuler
post for a commanding officer, who ought t0 range on
the fromt, flank, and rear of his regiroent ; that his eye
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should be every wheve; and that all straggling should
be prevented by the activity of the officers. This march
was conducted with much more regularity than on for.
mer occasions; yet eight or nine stragglers were de
tected who had preceded the column, snd had taken
possession of & house and the wine contained in it. They
were weized and brought prisoners to the general: om
which he halted the army; and the commanding officers
of the regimenis, and the ceptaing of the companies to
which the prisoners belonged, were sent for.” Their
baversacks were pearched, to discover if they contained
any plunder ; and he enquired how long the men had
been absent from their regiments. An officer replied to
air John, that one of the prisoners, not being able {0
march with the column, had been sent on before ac.
tording to the gemeral's order. Bir John} answered,
that when be gave out orders, he considered that he
addreseed them to military men; for were he to write
every detail, no orderly book could contain them ; that
the manner of obeying such an order was to form up
such men as were unable to march with the regiment,
and place them under the charge of sn officer or a non-
commissioned officer ; but, undoubtedly, they should not
have been sent by themeelves, to follow their own diss
cretion. * Bir,” continued he, * had I found plunder in
the possession of this man, he must have been con.
demned to desth, and you would have been the canse of
h‘uwlt""

The circumstances detailed in the preceding extract
occarred while gir John Moore was pushing forward
for the purpose of reconnoitring the country about Co.
Tunng, and selecting & position whence the embarkation
might be protected. The general rode on, hoping that
theﬁeet,whlchhehadd:mdmhemtmndfmm

igo, might be weiting his arrival in the bay, and cal.
whhng,ummehmeventhem;mhﬁedwdom
s safe and prompt embarkation. The first view which he
obtained of the roadstead of Corunna enfficed to dispel
that fondly cherished illusion. Not a tranaport nor s
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ship of wer was there ; indeed, Yt for the presence of
a few coasting vessels and fishing smacks, the bay wonld
have been empty. Moore was disappainted and grieved.
He observed that the elementa thempelves were in

to thwart him ; end he examined the ground with the
feelings of one who is conscious that gigantic exertions
have been made to po purpose.

While the chief was thus employed, the troops con-
tinued their march, and began scom after noon to ap.
proach the place. Dispositions were immediately made
to provide for their accommodation ; and three divisions
found shelter either in the town, or in the suburbe and
scattered villages by which it is surrounded.

The reserve, however, halted, with the left at E}
Burgo, and the right on the St. Jego de
road, protecting to the last, es they had done throughout
the retreat, the lives and liberties of their comrades.
 For twelve days,” says Napier, ‘' these hardy soldiers
bsd covered the retreat; during which time they had
iraversed eighty miles in two marches, passed peveral
nights under arms, in the snow of the mountaine, were
several times enguged with the enemny ; and they now as-
sembled at the cutposts, having fewer misaing from
their ranks (incloding those who had fallenm in battle) .
than any other division in the aymy.” This is high
praise, doubtless, and may well be shared between the
men and their brave and skilful leader, general Paget ;
but we cannot-say, with the anthor, that it afftrds us a
manifest proof of the malignant injustice with which
sir John Moore had been accused of precipitating his
retrest beyond the measure of human etrength. One
corps may accomplish ite marches st the rate of forty
miles per dey ; but to dream of maving an entire army
at that pace were ridiculous.

Having csused the bridge of El Burge to be de-
atrayed, as well a5 another at » place called Cambeis,
higher up the Mero, sir John Moore turned his attention
to the state of the town, and jts capabilities of resisting

an sttack during a period such as might be required to
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effect the embarkation of the British army. He found
it weally fortifled towards the Iand, and commanded by
heights, which, on its southern face, approached close
to the wall; while, towards the ses, there were for.
midable batteries, as well &a a citade] of some strength.
He caused the water batteries 3o be dismantled without
delay ; and, while he employed the inhabitants, who
cheerfully voluntzered their mrvices, in strengthening
the defences inland, he, with the perfect concurrence of
the local authoritics, placed an English garrison in the
castle, Amid the nnmerous instances of Spanish sioth
and Spanish folly which marked the progress of the

war, the noble patriotism and self-devdtion
of the inhabitents of Corunne cught not o pass un-
noticed,

These matters being arrenged, Moore turned hig
attention to others, neither less pressing nor less im.
portant. There were two magazines of gunpowder col-
lected in the vicinity of the town, se well as a large
depét of arms, which, strange to say, had never heen
issued. Thousands and tens of thousends of Spanish
peasants had, for months, been looking in vain for the
suppliea which the junia of Corunna received from
England early in the spring ; and now these sapplies
lay beyond the reach of remaoval or defence, 80 scon as
theenemy,whotrudfastupontheheelsoftheEnghsh
should epproach.

To destroy them wes a dire necessity ; yet wea there
no alternative. The magasines were fired: they ex.
ploded with terrible violence, and shivered into eountless
fragmenta arms encugh to equip half the levies which
wandered naked and weaponless through the provinee,

That tremendous crash wia mucceeded by other
sounds, searcely less harrowing to the feelinga of thoee
who heard them: an incessant fire of musketry rung
the knell of the noblest animala that ever served man in
Pesce or war ; for of the cavalry horses, which had with
difficaity reached the cosst, almost all were shot, to
hinder them from falling inte the enemy’s hands.
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Important s, donbtleas, waa the adjustment of these
points, there yet remained one to be considered, in com.
patison with which il others hrank into insignificance ;
s position must be marked out, where the srmy might
receive that attack to which, now that the tansports
had failed to meet them, it was certain that they would
shorily be exposed. This was the more necessary, as
the French already began to collect along the Mero, and
ltwasaseertnmedthatabodyofhtme under Francesbhi,
had passed thet river aboutaevenmlhssbovethevﬂnge
of El Burgo. Had his force been somewhat greater
than it was, sir John Moore would have been at no loss
in selecting a battle-ground scercely less favourahle than
that which he cccupied st Lugo. There was a chain
of rocky eminences, which, commencing at the sea, nort}-
west of Corunna, ended on the Mero, just beyond El
Burgo ; and which, being covered by a branch of the
river, would have compelled the enemy, if he ap.
proached at all, to come by the Compontella rosd alone.
That ridge, however, was too extensive for the British
army ; end, if ocenpied only in part, lay exposed to be
turned on the right, where a pathway led over a suc..
cession of eminences uwp tp the gate of Corunna,
Moore, therefore, abstained from seizing it, and con-
tented himself with another, though s far less defensible
allignment, enclosed, as it were, within the greater
range. Over this he carefully led his staff oficers and
generals ; and, having pointed out to them the siations
which they would severally be required to occupy, he
felt himself, comparatively spesking, at his esse.

While the English were thus employed, the French,
wern cut by the rupidity of the last march, came up
but alowly towards the uite of the approaching hattle.
On the 12th, they were sssemnbled in force along the
Mero; the infantry being posted oppesite to El Burgo,
the cavalry in part at Celss, in part extending towards
the sea. During the13th, working partics were employed
mrepunngthebndguatElBurgo, and these being
complete, the troops began to cross oo the 14th. Some



itd:dnoteonﬁnuelmg,forthel?mneh
m:dmdefmmthewlhge and spread themselves
gradually over the face of that position which sir John
Moore would have occupied had his pumbers sufficed to
secure it.  Here Scult was joined, on the 15:h, by the
division of general Laborde ; & reinforcement which in.
creased his effective force to something more thap
20,000 men.
In the mean time, the mpirits of the British troopa
were cheered by the arrival of the fleet from Vigo, which
entered the harbour of Corunna at an eazly hour on the
I4th. Not a moment was lost in preparing the vessels
to recetve their loads, and in sending off the sick, the
wonnded, the dismounted cavalry, such horees zs it was
worth while to remove, and sll except eight
i of artillery. All these were embarked, partly
ing the night of the 14th, partly in the conrse of
the following day ; so that, hymdmg]nonthewth
a large portion of the boats was disengaged. Never.
this interval patsed not wholly unmarked by the
occurrence of active operations. On the 15th, in the
evening, the French cavalry, supported by light infantry,
took ground towards the left, Bo as to sweep across a
valley, and wind round in the direction of 8t Chris-
topher's, on the Bt. Jego road ; during the progress of
which manceuvre they enstained a eharp akirmish with
the 94th rifle corpa. On the right of their line, like.
wise, the pickets got engaged ; and a couple of field
Ppieces were run forward to support them ; in an attemps
to surprive which colonel Mackentie, of the 5th re-
giment, unfortunstely perished. 8till the indieations
afforded of an approaching battle were not very press.
ing; and there were some in Corunna who indulged in
a vague hope that 30 critical an operation might be
avoided,
In thia manner the hostile armies spent the 15th of
Janoary, their Iahours being continued during a large

_%

EE%"



LIEUT.-GEN. BIR JOHN MOORE. 387

portion of the night es well es of the day. Ilow the
British employed themselves after darkness set in, has, in
part, been explained ; nor were the French less busy.
With infinite dificulty Soult established, on the summit
of the rocks which formed the left of his line of battle,
¢ battery of eleven guns, the fire from which would
unavoidably enfilade, though at long range, the right of
the English position ; and supported it by placing there
Mermet’s division of infantry, Leborde he had already
stationed on the right; half of hia corpa, occupying the
high ground, the other half being on the descent to-
wards the river; while Merle, with his division, held
the centre. Meanwhile & discuseion, involving ques-
tions of no common interest, was going on at the head-
quarters of the British army. The enemy's fires
girdling their own, excited, in the minds of many, un-
easy anticipations of the future ; and it wae serionsly
submitted to eir John Moore's eonmderntion, whether he
ought not to negotiate for leave to retife to the ships
unmolested. Moore's lofty and chivalrous spirit die-
dained a couneel, which there were not wanting soldiers
both brave and experienced to advocate. He pointed
out thet such a propogsl, if made, would probably be
rejected by the enemy; that the condition of the army
was not such as to call for it; and that the bave sugpes
tion implied sn insolt to men, who, amid ell their suf-
ferings, had never sustained s defeat. The project was,
in consequence, laid aside, and the generals withdrew
o their respective stations, either in the line or at the
outposts.

The dawn of the 16th found both armies under arms,
but stationary, a8 they had been when the sun Iast
set. About 14,500 British troops oconpied at this
moment the range of inferior heights, to which we have
already alluded as being enclosed on three sides by the
enemy's positjen. On the right was Baird's division,
advanced in & sort of Fehellon formation towards the
French left. It was supported in the resr by one
brigsde, and communieated by the left with Hope's

YOL. IIL z
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corps, which prolonged the line across the mein road to
a piece of strong ground abutting upon the muddy bank
of the river. Here alsc a speciea of second line was
formed, by distributing a brigede upon several com.
manding points; while the reserve, under Paget, took
post near Aeris, 2 village on the high road, and about
half a mile behind the centre. It was the object
of this formation to command a valley, which separated
the right of Baird's division from the French cavalry ;
whom a battalion pushed forward, and & body of skir-
mishers in chain, more immediately held at bay.
Finally, general Frazer's division, remaining on the
heights that overlook Corunna from the east, st once
cbeerved the Compostella road, and waa prepared to
advance to any point where its presence might seem to
be required.

Having visited the outposts, and pamed along the
line, where all remained profoundly quiet, Moore re.
turhed to Corunna, and renewed the arrangements,
which had for & brief space been interrupted, for the
embarkation of the troops. He issued inatructions to the
commanding officers of regimenta touching the course to
be pursaed by them, in the event of their being sepa.
rated, during the bustle of the moment, from portions of
their corps; and directed that all the boats of the fleet
should be in readiness to receive the men by four
o'clock at the latest. This done, and the most perfect
order prevailing, be called for his horse, and prepared
once more to ride out, — » design which he carried into
execution a little after one o'clock. “ Remember,” said
he to colonel Anderson, of the adjutant-general’s depert~
ment, * I depend upon your paying particular stiention

every thing that concerns the embarkation ; and let
there be a» little confusion se possible.” He was already
in the saddle when he spoke these words ; and, without
waiting for a reply, he rode forward.

The general had not proceeded far, ere an orderly
met him with a report from general Hope, that ¢ the
enemy's line was getting under srms.” Moore
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to those about him grest satisfaction at the intellizence,
which was almost immediately confirmed by the state.
ments of a deserter ; and, putting spurs to his horse, gal.
loped towarda the front. But he had not yet reached
the crest of the position, when firing wes heard. The
enemy had begun to move soon after Hope's messenger
was Jespatched ; and now, pouring down the fare of the
hill, their ekirmishera were fiercely engaged with the
Buritish pickets.

In the bottom of the valley which separated Baird’s
divigion from that of Mermet, stands the village of
Elvine, the ground aboyt which was a good deal inter-
sected with stone walls and hollow rosde. Ifere 2
British outpost was stationed ; and, uponit, after a general
salvo from his artfllery, Scult caused the first rush to
be made. A heavy columb, covered by clouds of ti-
rallenrs, accordingly drew on, hefore which the English
picket fell back in disorder; and the village being
occupied, a fresh disposition Yook place under shelter of
a furious cannonsde from the works. The column
separated into two lesser bodies ; of which one bore
upon Baird's front, while the other defiled to the left,
50 @8 to gein the base of a hill, when, making a haif
wheel to the right, it began to penetrate alpng the glen,
round the right of the Britich line. Moore saw and
instantly provided against this manceuvre. Ordering
Paget to carry the whole of the reserve to the spot
where his detached battalion stood, and to tum from
thence the left of the French attack by threatening the
hattery, he threw back ope wing of the 4th regiment,
en potence, and cavsing it to open ite fire upon the flank
of the French column, now entangled in the defle,
produced & great sliughter. At the same moment the
42d and 50th regiments were directed to advance againat
the column now issuing from Elvina. This they did
with great courage snd Joud cheers, and in five minntes

w:rmly and closely engsged, amid the uneven
gxu.md which the village is

Agrinst the determined ;:uh of these two distin

g
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guished regiments, the French were unable to make
any head. For about half an hour they maintained a
close and warm discherge of volleys; but the British
troope, overlesping the fences, and closing upon them
with the bayonet, the enemy gave way. -The 50th,
wound up to the highest pitch of excitement, and nobly
led on by major Napier, followed them into Elvina,
through which, in apite of an obstinate resistance, they
bore them. But it so chanced, that ere they could turn
their guccess to good account, a sudden relaxation in
the vigour of the 42d permitted the French to rally,
and renew the fight with increased numbers. 8ir John
Moore had brought a battalion of guards from the
second line to fill up the blank space in the frst,
occagioned by the advance of the 50th and 42d. ‘The
Iatter regiment, misnderstanding the object of this
evo}utmn, mddenly halted, and began, though with
. reluctance, to fa]l back. Immediately the
French took advantage ‘of the circumstance. They
eprang forward, overwhelmed the more advanced parties
of the 50th, made major Napier prisoner, and would
have recovered Elvina, had not Moore ridden up, and
explained to the 42d that they were in error. This was
all of which the highlenders stood in need, Their
line was reformed in a moment ; one wild shout rose to
heaven ; and again, with muskets levelled, they sprang
onwards, carrying all before them.

8ir John Moore beheld all this with the enthusiasm
‘which belonged to hie character. He had seen, that
though the battle raged elsewhere, the enemy made no
progresh ; and knowing that the right wes the weak
point in his line, he there took his etation. Though
the 50th were too far ldmeedtoheuhisaddreu,he
shouted loudly, ¢ Well done the 50th! ‘Well done my
mujors 1” slluding o majors Napier and Stanhope,
both of whom owed their promotion to his recom-
mendation. To the 424, too, his sddress was equally
brief and spirit-stirring. “° Highlanders,” said he, ¢ re-
“member Egypt!” and when they began to fall back, be
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rode close to the rear, and exclaimed, * My brave 42d !
join your comrades; ammunition is coming, and you
have your bayonets.” 1t in impomaible to conceive that
soldiers, directed by such a chief, could behave other.
wise than hervically. The 424 did join their comrades ;
and the charge which they made under the eye of their
beloved general proved absolutely resistlesa.

Moore wea watching the advance of this portion of
his army when a caonon ball struck him on the left
ghoulder, and he fell to the ground. Not a muscle in
his countenanee quivered ; but raising himeelf instantly
to a eitting posture, he directed his gaze intently to-
wards the objects which but the instant before had
engrossed all his sttention. Captain (now sir Heary)
Herdinge, a etaff officer, who was near, threw him-
self from the saddle, and seizing the general’s hand,
anxiously enquired whether he were much hurt; bmt
Moore made no amswer. His eye continued fixed,
though epperently without* power, upen the battle
which raged before him, while an expression of deep
anxiety pervaded his face, as if doubtful how the tide
of victory might moll. Hardinge gaw this, and mede
haste to relieve it. He eaid that the 42d were ad-
vancing ; and he received his reward in the bright ex.
pression which Moore's dark and spesking eye turned
upon him,

By this time colonel Graham hsd likewise dis.
mounted ; end both he and captain Hardinge, cheered
by the calmness of their chief, began to encourage the
hope that his wound might not be mortal. When
they looked, however, to the condition of the dying
warrior, they saw at once thet his hours were num-
bered. The shot had smashed his sheulder to atoms ;
the arm was hanging by a plece of akin; and the rite
over the heart, besides being broken, were literally
stripped of flesh, Yet he sst upon the field collected
and unrepining, es if no ball had strack him, and that he
were placed where he was for the mere purpose of re-
poﬁngfwabﬁefspaeeﬁom;hehﬁgueofh&rdﬁding.

]
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By this time a party of the 42d was collected, and
& blanket being spread out, the general was Jaid upon
it with the utmost possible tenderness and lifted from
the ground. In the act of removing him, it wae ob-
served that his eword came distressingly in the way;
for the hilt struck aguinst his wounded shoulder, and
the blade got entangled between his legs. Captain
Hardinge endeavoured to unbuckle the belt. *° No,
Hardinge,” seid he, with the chivalrous feeling worthy
of an earlier age, ** it is a8 well as it is. 1 had rather
it should go out of the fleld with me.” Captain Har-
dinge, of course desisted from his well.intentioned
attempt; and with the sword girdled round him, which
he had never disgraced, sir John Moore waa horne from
the field,

We have reached a stage in our memoir, when to
employ any other langusge than that of the brave men
who witnessed the last moments of their chief, would,
in our opinion, savour &z much of impiety a8 of pre-
sumption. It is mecessary, indeed, to premise, that
previous to the fatal catastrophe which deprived the
British army of a leader not more respected than be-
loved, sir David Baird had received a wound from a
grape-shot, which censed the amputation, en the field,
of his arm, He received information of the cateatrophe
while the sargeone were dressing his hurt; and com-
manded them instantly to desist, and run and attend on
gir John Moore. But the Istter would not permit
them to waste their time upon him. * You can be of
no service to me,” he said ; “ go to the soldiers, o
whom you may be useful : I am beyond the resch of
your skill.” Who can wonder thet the rugged vete-
rans that carried him towards the rear should have
¢ ghed tears as they went.”

The distance from the field of battle to the town
was considerable, and the motion of his bearers neces-
sarily slow, yet siz John Moore frequently arrested
them in their progrees. From time to time he caused
them to halt and turn round, that he might listen to
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the firing, and as the sound became more and more
faint, he expressed himself well pleased with the eir-
cumstance, By and by a epring wagon rolled near
him from the field, in which a wounded officer was
Jaid. It was colonel Wrench, who, on hesring that
sir Johu Moore lay in the blanket, proposed that he
should be placed beside him in the wagon. ¢ The
general,” seys Mr, Moore, * asked one of the high-
landers whether he thought the wegon or the blanket
best, who snswered, that the blanket would not shake
him g0 much, a5 he and the other soldiers would keep
the atep and carry him essy, Sir John said, ““ I think

80 t00.” So they proceeded with him to his lodgings
in Corunna, the soldiers shedding tears ss they went.

In the passage of the house he was met by his valet,
a man who had served him feithfully for many years.
Poor Frangois was stunned by the spectacle ; but his
master, more considerste, as he always was, of the
feelinge of others than of his own, strove to speek gaily,
for the purpote of cheering him, < This is nothing,
my friexd, nothing,” said he, and smiled through his
agony as he epoke.

It would little gratify the taste of a discerning public
to be told how the medical pentlemen acted when the
horrid laceration of their chief was fully exposed to
them. Detter is it to give, in the simple, yet touching
language of colonel Anderson, a general account of his
dying moments ; an account drawn up on the spot, and
transmitted to the relatives of the deceased, by one who
had for twenty years been his friend and companion in
arms. ¢ I met the general,” says the writer, ¢ in the
evening of the 16th, bringing in a blanket and sashes,
He knew me immediately, though it was almost dark,
squeezed me by the hand, and said, © Anderson, don't
leave me.’

¢ He npoke to the surgeons on their examining his
wound, but was in such pain he could say little.

“Aﬁermenmehe aeemedverymxmuswspenk
to me, and at intervals got ocut as follows: —

z 4
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derson, you know that I have always wished to die this
way.” He then asked, * Are the French beaten ?’ and
which he repeated to every one he knew ap they came
in. ¢ I hope the people of England will be satisfied ;
I hope my country will do me justice! Anderson,
you will see my friends as soon as you can. Tel} them
every thing. Bey to my mother ——  Here his
voice quite failed, and he was excessively sgitated.
¢ Hope — Hope — 1 have much to say to him —but
— cannot get it out.— And colonel Grahsm — Aze
all my sides.de-camp well } (A private sign was made
by colonel Anderson not to inform him that captain
Burrard was wounded.) I have made my will, and
have remembered my servante. Colborne has my will,
end all my papers.’

¢ Major Colborne then came into the room. He
spoke most kindly to him, and then said to me, * An-
derson, remember you go to , and tell him it is
my request, and that I expect he will give major
Colborne s lieutenant-coloneley., He hus long been
with me — and I know him most worthy of it.' He
then asked major Colborne if the French were beaten ?
end on being told they were, on every point, he said,
€ It's a great satisfaction to me to inow that we have
beat the French. Is Paget in the room?’ On my
telling him no, he aaid, ¢ Remember me to him —~ It’s
general Paget I mean,—he is a fine fellow, - X feel
myself so strong-— 1 fear ¥ shall be long dying. — It
is great uneasiness.— It iz great pain — Every thing
Francois says is right— 11 have the greatest confi-
dence io him.”

 He thanked the surgeons for their trouble. Cap.
teina Percy and Stanhope, two of his aides.de-camp,
then came into the room. He spoke kindly to both,
and asked Perc} if ail his sides_de_camp were well.

& After some interval, he paid, © Btanhope, remember
me {5 your sister.” He pressed my band close to his
body, and in & few minntes died without s stroggle.”
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To a narrative so touching as this, because so strengly
marked with the features of reality, it were idle in us
to attempt any supplement. We turn, therefore, at
once, from a contemplation of the last moments of our
hero, to consider, with ax much impartiality as the cir-
cumetances of the case will allow, hia character as a
man and an officer. Nor, in truth, 1s the task thus
voluntarily assumed either a difficult or = painful ore,
‘We find s0 much in the career of sir Joha Moore to
commend ; 8o many marks, at every atage, of all that is
nokle and attractive in human nature ; that the business
of scrutiny merges, as it were, by its own weight, into
that of an almost unconditional eulogist,. Were we fo
keep our eyes fixed, indeed, upon the private character
of Moore, it might well set even malice itself at defl-
apee ; for if ever there lived o high_minded and bonour.
able man, sir John Moore was that individual. DBut it
ie a8 the leader of a Britich army, as a scldier bronght
up from his childhood amidst the din of arms, that we
are slone called apon to regard him ; and there, too, not
lesz than as & son, e friend, and a brother, his claime
upon our respect and sdmiratian are boundless.

Perhape there never lived a more enthusizatic, and,
88 & hecessary consequence, & more thorough soldier,
than sir John Moore. “ In the school of regimental
duty,” says the general order issued to the army on
the 1st of Febroary, 1809, © he obtained that correct
knowledge of his profession which is essential to the
proper direction of the gallant spirit of the soldier ; and
he was enabled to establish a characteristic order and
regularity of conduct, because the troops found in their
leader s striking exgmple of the discipline which he en-
forced in others. In a military character, obtained
amidat the dangers of climate, the privations incident to
service, and the sufferings of repeated wounds, it is
difcult to select any point as & preferable subject for
praise. The life of sir John Moore wan spent among
his troops. During the scason of repose, his time was
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devoted io the care and instruction of the officer and
soldier ; in war he courted service in every quarter of
the globe. Regurdless of perscmal considerstions, he
esteemed that, to which his country called him, the
post of honour; and by his undaunted spirit and uncon-
querable perseverance he pointed the way to victory."
There is not s sentiment conveyed in this lsudatory but
well_merited encomium, to which we are indisposed
cheerfully to subscribe. Nevertheless, it is necessery
that we should look beyond general prsise, as well as
general censure, while we endeavour, under a]l the dis-
advantages attending the discussion of & subject which
has been too wuck regarded as a party question in po-
litics, to ascertain how far eir John Moare displayed, at
the head of an independent force, the rare talents re-
quisite for such & situation.

In the course of this memoir, enough has been szid
to make manifest the opinion which we entertein of
sir John Moore in every situstion, subordinate to the
highest. Ae the commanding officer of a regiment, as
the general of brigade and of divizion, as a master of
military tactics, from the drilling of a kquad to the
manceuvring of & line, the British army has produced
few that have been equal, none that have surpassed him,
Wherever fortune Jed him, while acting & subordinate
part, he dieplayed at all moments, and under afl circum-
stances, the most perfect self-commsand ; and he sne-
ceeded, in consequence, in securing from the troopes who
served under bim unlimited confidence and admiration.
In Corsica, at the Helder, and in Egypt, the presence
of Moore with the army was felt, among all renks, to
be worth en sdditional brigede ; and the example which
he set of unflinching bravery, united with prudence and
subordination to command, gave to his services a value,
of which it were vain to calculate the amount. It is to
his campaign in Spein, however, and to it alone, that
we must tayn for the proper standard by which to try
his fitness for separate command ; inasmuch as there,
for the first and Iast time, the undivided responsibility
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rested upon him, of wielding to the beat advantage a
British army in active warfare,

The bitterest enemy of sir John Moore’s reputation
(if, indeed, there exist at this time 2 single indivi-
dual deserving to be so styled) will not deny that he
entered upon his task, and conducted it thronghout,
under circumstances of great and palpable disadvantage.
He was called upon to lead an army into Spain, at a
moment when the grosseat delusion prevailed, not with
the English government only, but among all classea of
the English people ; when it was fondly believed that if
be failed to move rapidly, he would arrive too late to
participate in the triumphs which the patriota were
about, single-handed, to achieve. The reports, too,
which reached him from the seat of war were all
calculated to mialead and to perplex. He heard of
armies which mustered 40,000, 50,000, and 60,000
men apiece, threatening the feehle remaine of Joseph's
legions on the further side of the Ebro, while recrvits
were represented as coming in from all the interior pro~
vinees with & degree of celerity which rendered the
means of supplying them with arms inadequate. Re-
peeted assurances were, moreover, made to him, that
with the guidance of his own troops on their march
all his cares would end, becsase 8pain abounded with
resources which would be placed freely at his disposal,
snd there were ample means with which to protect from
the remotest hazard of annoyance the concentration of
his columne. In a word, hig advance was determined
npon under the confident expectation that he should
act merely as second in the struggle, which would be
maintained chiefly by hosta of devoted patriots, liable,
indeed, to annihilation, but incapable of defeat.

How far all this deviated from the truth, it is not ne..
cessary that we should explain. At the very moment
when his march began, the Bpanish armies in the front
line were overthrown ; end he became, ell at onee, not
gn auxiliary, but a principe! in the gigantic struggle.
Yet it wag not from the Spaniards alone that he met
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with shamefully insnfficient support. 'When he opeped
the campaign, there were but 25,0007 in the military
cheat, and he was required to spare out of that not lesg
then 8000L in order that air David Baird might make
good his landing &t Cornmna, Now, if it be borne in
mind that every depariment attached to the army was,
at this time grievously defective ; that the commissariat
wea scanty both in talent and experience; that no regular
system of raising supplies, or collecting forege, wua
eatablished ; that the people of the country, unacguainted
with the nature of bills of exchanpe, looked upon pro-
missory notes, no matter in whoee name tendered, as
waste paper; and, not unnsturally, viewed a foreign
soldiery with distruat,.—some idea may be formed of
the inconveniences to which the mere absence of an
adequate stock of gold and silver must have subjected
the commander-in-chief. 1f, therefore, the prevalence
of exaggerated expectations at home ; if false intelli.
genee received from all quarters abroad ; if the want of
money, and the necessity of counteracting that de-
ficlency through the ageney of men totully unaccus.
tormed to the details of their duty ;—if all these thinge
operate as drege wnd crosses upon a general sbout to
open & campaign, never, surely, was the commander of
an arrny move awkwardly or unfortunately situated then
gir John Moore. All the ordinary appliances of modern
warfare were wanting, and he had but his own geninm,
and the well known valour of his troops, to carry him
forward.

Bo far the commencement of sir John Moore's career
was yndeniably beset by difficulties, for which he was
not accountable. That he' did not add to these by the
unfortunate distribution of his army in sdvance, it is
the merest prejudice to affirm, We are not unaware
that a high authority has asserted that the sending
round of Hope's corps, the whole of the artlllery of
the srmy, by Badgjos, Talavers, and the Escurial,
W, in every point of view, a judicious manceuvre.
Never, surely, was & judgment, naturally acute, more



TIEUT~GEN. NIR JOHN MOCRE. 349

completely blinded by the impulsen of genercun feeling;

for colonel Napier in too well versed in the theory of

his profession, to be ignorant, that the sternest neces-

gity alone could palliate such & proceeding. Ome of
the moat vital, yet most obvions rules jin war, is that

which requires an officer to keep his troope constanily

in hand,—or, in other words, to separate his etrength

an little as circomstences will permit; and, when com-

pelled to do mo, to detach with judgment. Again, if
& movement must be made on a double line (end n

gingle line it at all times preferable), care should be
taken that each separate corps is complete within itself;

that is to say, that the detachmenta be, as it were, ar-

mies in ministure, and hence competent to set ef.
fectively whenever threatened. Bir John Moore was

instwentive 1o these two great military axioms ; and the

congequence waa, that he remained powetless either for

offennive or defensive warfare, till the cause which he

came to support had suffered total annihilation.

Baut it will be seid that Moore was deceived touching
the condition of the rowds through Portugsl; and it
has been triumphantly demanded, what benefit would
have accrued had a different course been adopted P —
“ Suppose the artillery, under Hope, had moved with
sir John Moore, end had been at SBalamanca on the 25th
of November, the junction with Baird was still to be
effected, and the separation of that general was not the
work of Moore. Would any one have had the Iatter
advance with 14,000 or 15,000 men to Burges, or to
Aranda de Duero, or to Madrid? If to the last, Baird
must heve been sbendoned; because the 4th
which was at Rio Seco on the 24th of Navember,
would have anticipated his line of march, Burges? He
was still too late, because Blake's and Belvidere's armies
had been dispersed on the 10th and 11th. But say
they had not been dispersed; then the arrangement of
sending Hope by Madrid was better than msrching by
one column to Salamanca, inarmuch as the Jatter, by
being enlarged, and troubled with & great train of ear-
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riages and guns, could not heve reached that town ac
aoon 48 the 25th ; wheress, by moving as they did on
weparate roads, all marched more rapidly, and Hope
could heve united at Burgos with a difference only of
twelve leagues, and at Arenda with a difference only of
one league, in the distance traversed.”

In reply to the first queation, we have only to ob.
serve, that for his plan of advance, circumgtanced as
Moore was, previous to his march through Portugal, oo
epology, depending on the sheence of due information,
ought to be offered or accepted. It was well known
that by the very line of road reported as impracticshie,
Junot, at a less favourable season of the year, had
marched ; and that, though some of his artillery received
dnmnge,hebronghtup the remainder fit for service to
Lishon, Whatever the natives themselves, therefore,
might affirm concerning that road, a careful survey
ought to have been effected by British officers ; and that
this wag not done the event distinetly proved, We are
awgre that one gentleman, attached to the gqaarter-

master-general’s department, did confirm the rumoms
circulated by the Portuguese, and that sir John Meore
acted upon his statement ; but it were o0 much to con-
tend that, in doing so, he displayed sufficient caution.
At all events, he blamed himself severely for having been
thus led astray. ¢ If eny thing happen,” says he in a
letter to general Hope, * I have not the éxcuse of ne-
cessity to plead, for the roads are practicable for artil-
lery.” It in clear, therefore, thet, according to his own
judgment, air John Moore committed a grave offence
aguinst his art, by the separation of his artillery end

Again, it is useless fo enquire what good end would
bave been served had no such separation taken place ?
Granting that events wonld have fallen out precisely s
they did, we are not, therefore, justified in applanding
& meaure which, besides being fanlty in iteelf, when
regarded as an isolated tranmaction, comld not poesibly
alfeot, advantageously any future proceeding either of the
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British or Bpenish army. But thig is not all. Though
We are not prepared to say that the junction of Moore’s
and Hope's columns at Salaroanca on the 25th of Now
vember, had they been reinforced, as, perhaps, they might
have been, by Baird’s corps, would have emabled the
English general to make successful head against the
overwhelming pumbers opposed to him ; it were ridi-
culous to contend that the circumstance would not have
placed him mote perfectly at his ease, and, as e neces-
mary consequence, enabled him to choose, while the power
of choice remained, his own field of operations. On the
25th of November the passes of the Somosierra and
Guadarams were both in the hands of the allies. They
might have been reinforced, and an attempt made to
hold them ; or, supposing this device toe perilovs — and
there is no denying that it would have been perilons in
the extreme — Madrid might have been covered till &
larger force than that before which it fell had been eol-
lected against it. At this time, moreover, there lay open
to sir John Moore the road into the south of Bpain; a
part of the country towards which he appears to have
looked, from first to last, with & partial eye; while, in
cese of the worst, & retreat into Portugel was perfectly
within his reach. But it will be said that, on the 25th
of November, Baird's corps waa still at Astorga, and
that the presence of the 4th French corps at Rio Seco
kept it from advancing beyond that point. This ia
true ; though we have yet te learn why ir David Baird
should have lingered so long by the way se to reach
Astorga only on the 19th of Novernber. When refiring,
which he did on the 20th, in coneequence of s commu-
nication received from Salemanca, his mesns of trans-
port were found sufficiently ample to carry him on at
a rapid rate ; why they should have proved less effecs.
ive in advance than in retreat, we know npot. But,

granting that he could not have moved beyond Astorga,
what follows? The embarrsesment occagioned by the
position which &ir John Moore held midway, as it were,
between his detached corps, would have been entirely
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everted, had Hope's division remained from the first
attached to head.quarters. In that case the army from
Portugs] might have taken ground to its left, snd made
¢ a wipe' in passing at the 4th corpa; or, failing that,
its junction with Baird must have been effected in suf.
flcient time to vender the march of Napoleon by Burgos
exceedingly hazardous. There are, therefore, many
and valid reasons, spart from that which has been
already aseigned, why the separation of the army in ad-
vance ought to be lamented ; and it ia manifest from
the whole line of his correspondence that the general
himeelf saw them as we do now.

‘When we pass again from a consideration of what
might have been, t6 review whet actually did cccur,
we discover much of which it is impossible to speak in
terms of unqualified commendation. Sir John Moore
began to act offemaively, after all, to attain which an
offensive movement on hix part could have availed, was
lost. Mudrid capitulated on the 8d of December. On
the 10th, Moore became aware of the circumstance ;
and on the 12th, the British army moved from Sals-
maneca in the direction of Vallsdolid. Do we blame the
general for this? Far from it: it was his object to
create a diversion in favour of the southern provinces,
and he attained that object ; but whether all the use was
made of the diversion that might have been made, we
are not prepared to sey. From the hour that Madrid
fell, sir John Moore’s nitention ought to have been ex-
clusively devoted to the securing of his own retreat;
including wnder that head the selection of some position
which might have enabled him to retain, throughout the
winter, a bold upon the country. His firat march in
the direction of Valladolid, however, cut him off, in a
great ménsure, from Portugal; and the northern pro.
vinces became, as & matter of course, the basis of his
foture operations. It was now that vigorous steps
ought to have been taken, in order to ascertain how far
Galicia was defenaible, as well 2s the facilities which it
afforded for the establishment of magazines, to be sup-
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plied, as opportunitiea offered, from the cosst. Had
this been done, who will contend that the progress of
the British army to its ships would hsve been what it
sctunlly was? The establishment of one or two strong
posts at the head of the valley of the 8yl weukl have
rendered the position of Villa Franca perfectly sccure on
the left; while on the right, the mountaine of Asturias,
scarcely penetrated by two wretched roads — which,
though traversed by Ney in the month of May, werein
December and January impassable — could have been
maintgined even by Romana’s levies againet almost any
superiority of numbers, Be it observed, that we allude
now only to the pessibility of holding Galicia for a time,
To render that province a permenent base from which
the British army was to act, might or might not have
been advisable ; but we confess that we have not yet
been eble to discover any solid argument for its preci.
pitate abandonment in the depth of winter,
8ir John Moore, however, went on, * bridle in hand,”
s he himeelf expresdes it, because * apprehensive every
moment that the bubble would burat.” On the 14th
he learned, by an intercepted letter at Alicjos, thet the
enemy believed him to be in full retreattowaids Portugal,
and that marshal SBoult, with an inferior force, occupied
Saldanha, His plans were immediately changed, and
insteed of pushing for Valladelid, he determined, after
forming a junctior with Baird at Benevente, to strike
at the position of the enemy. It would have been &
bold, but not an unwise manceuvre, had it been regarded
¢ as 8 movement in retreat ;*° because the obvious con-
sequence of it was to bring down upon himself, at once,
every corps which Napoleon could draw together. The
necessity, therefore, of arranging beforehand every step
which he might be compelled to take—in other worde,
of ° sending officers to the rear, who might mark and
prepare the halting places for each brigade,” and so
conduct them in good order to their fighting gronnd—
became more urgent and obvious than ever. But these
precautions Moore failed to take. s not the proceeding

VL. 1. A A
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liable, under such circumstances, to e regarded 1s a sort
of random stroke delivered by & man who avows, in one
of his letters, “* that it was necessary to risk the srmy,
to convince the people of England, as well sx the rest of
Europe, that the Spaniards had neither the power nor
the inclination to make any efforts for themselves?” For
what was to be gained, even by victory ? Not even the
opportunity of retreating at & diminished hezard, or by
a pace less accelerated, inasmuch as §0,000 men were
already closing round him, with Napoleon at their head.

Again, it is ridienlons to talk of the retreat to Co-
runna, as of & movement conducted otherwise than with
extrerne haste and headlong precipitation. Till the
strong ground shout Astorga was won, the srmy could
not, indeed, move too rapidly ; for it was heset with mul.
titudes which set resistance in the plain at defiance ; but
from that point to the coast, almost every foot of conntry
was at Jeest ad capeble of defence 2z the position ulti-
mately chosen, from which to cover the embarkation.
Let it not be supposed that we entertain the monstrous
opinion that Awtorgs might have been permanently de-
fended. Our argument goes only to this; that the na-
ture of the country through which it passed gave such
advantages to the retreating army, that the rate of march.
ing was, from that point, at the option of the English
general. Soult could not pursne more rapidly than
Moore chose to retive. When, therefore, we find that
eighty miles of mountain passes were compassed in two
days, that more than one night-march was effected, and
thet many stragglers were cut off in consequence of their
inability to keep up with the column, we cannot but
believe that the march wes pressed with a degree of
burry for which the circumstances of the case made no
demand.

The truth, however, is, that an impartisl examination
of sir John Moore’s letiers furnighes strong evidence of
the fact, that with a thorough knowledge of the theory
of his profesaion, and many points of character necessary
to ite practice, he was wanting in one quality, for the
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abeence of which all other accomplishments fail to make
amends. Moore under-rated his own capabilities, and
entertained an exaggerated opinion of the talents of hia
enemies. Responsibility, likewise, was 2 burden too
heavy to be borne, increased as it wes by the anomaloua
position which he held in reference to the British min-
isters ; whose powers, being undefined, were very apt to
be mistaken both by the commander of the forces and
himself. It is true that the circumstances into which
the formet was thrown were at once novel end vexatious.
Buoyed up by promises which were never fulfilled,
misled by those whose business it was to convey to him
gecurate information, harassed by the blunders of a
feeble government, and left to his own resources when
he had expected to act merely as an auxiliary, great
sllowances must be made for the despondency under
which he laboured. Yet, with all these palliatives, it
is impossible to deny thet Moore’s natural temperament
was the opposite of sanpuine. Now, to bear up nnder
all imaginsble disappointments, and to meet and over-
come the difficuities arising out of them, is required of
no man o completely or so uniformly as of the leader
of an army ; xor is the moral courage requisite for meh
a trust inherent in that mind which, at the outset of
any enterprise, anticipates defeat as inevitable. Buch,
however, were the sentiments with which Moore began
his campaign in Spain ; and its issuer were acarcely dif-
ferent from the retults which might have been expected
to flow out of a commencement so little auspicions.

‘We are not among the number of those who see, in
the protracted hslt at Salamancs, proofs of indecision
and weskness in the Englich general. That halt was
the unavoidable comsequence of the order asmumed in
his merch, of which the mischievous effects were cer-
tainly not diminished by the abeurd transportation of
sir David Bairds troope to Corunna. 1t was impoe-
sible for Moore to act otherwise than =8 he did, with
one wing of his army at Madrid, the other at Astorge,
and hie centre midway between both. But in the

Aa2
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contradictory orders which he from time to time Ixsued,
now checking, now hurrying forwerd the column from
the north, smple proof is afforded that, even to the last,
his pland of action remained vegue and indeterminate.
Nor is the cause of thie hard to be discovered. Moore
entered Spain under an expectation that he should co-
operate with zome native leader, if not as an inferior,
at all ¢vents as nothing more than the commander of
snxilisry force. All his arrangements were made upon
thie basis; and when they proved to be illusory, be
found himself unequal to the task of effecting others,
In plain language, Moore was quite prepared and per..
fectly competent to divide with another the responsi-
hility attached to his situation ; but from the prospect
of bearing it entire, he turned away with horror. To
sum up all in few words, a candid survey of the history
of sir John Moore’s active life leada to the conclusion,
that, with alinost every accomplishment that is neces-
sary towarde the formation of a military mind, he was
not at home in the guidance of an independent army.
Brave, sagacious, active, cool and collected in danger,
and well versed in the minor details of his profession,
no man hag ever excited more lofty expectations while
aacending to 2 station of command. Yet the conduct
of his army in Spein did not justify these expectations,
nor place him in the foremost rank of British generals.
‘Whence did this arise ¢ We answer, withont hesitation,
that his failure—for & feilure it wag— must be attributed
partly to & diffidence of his own powers, for which
there waz no just canse, and partly to the zbsence of
those powers of calculation, on the exercise of which
the events of war mainly depend. Experience in com~
mand might have removed these defecta; in which case
his career would have probebly rivalled in brillianey
that of any commander, either of ancient or modern
times ; bmt, ae it is, we are left to think of him with
respect, perhaps with admiration, though strongly tinc-
tured with pity, Moore was 8 high-minded and gal-
lant goldier, an able and zeslpus second in command ;
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but there is nothing in his history which authorises us
to place him ameng the most illuatrious military com.
manders of his age,

Sir John Moore was tall and well formed, with a
noble and scidier-like carriage, which a elight stoop —
the coneequence of repeated wounds — scarcely served
to affect. Hie countenance was decidedly handsome ;
his eye full of expression; and his voice clear, deep,
and musical ; while his manners in society were a per.
fect model of those befitting the gallant soldier and the
accomplished gentleman, Full of vivacity, and gified
with a playful wit, he knew as well when to sssume
reserve, a5 when to lay it aside; and if ever he spoke
warmly, it was in defence of what he believed to be
the truth, or in condemnation of acts or sentiments
which he regarded zs dempicable. Moore was Dot
merely beloved, but adored by his friends, and he in-
cluded in the number almost every men that served
under him. By the common soldiers he was revered as
a being of & superior order ; and never hae an officer in
high command more richly merited the devotion of his
followers. Yet Moore was no sickly sentimentalist —
no violator of necessary discipline under the cloak of
a false generosity. While he praiced, and, where it
wag possible 50 to do, rewarded the orderly and the
upright, he never screened the plunderer or the die-
obedient from punishment; and he found, as all men
who act on the seme principle invariably do, that even
the enlprita esteemed him the more for his firmness.

With the peculiar circumsatances which attended the
funeral of this gallant and upright warrior, the readers
of this memoir must have been long familier. It wes
proposed at first to remove his honoured remains to
England, that his countrymen might have an oppor-
tuaity of paying to them the tribute of respect ; but
on the suggestion of colonel Anderson, who had fre.
quently heard him declare, that “ if he were killed in
battle, he wished to be buried where he fell,” the idea
waa sbandoned,  The rampart of the citadel of Corunna
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was then selected 13 offering » flt resting-place for his
body ; and midnight, when the sound of war might be
expected to cease, was set epart asm the hour of inter-
ment.  All was done with perfeet regularity and order,
A grave wae dug in one of the bastions by a party of
the Jth regiment, towards which, at the appointed
time, the body of the genersl was conveyed, “ No
useless eoffin shrouded his clay ;” for none such could
be procured ; but wrapped in his closk, and dressed as
he had fallen, the hero was committed to the dust. By
torch.light the chaplain-general read the funeral ser-
vice, amid & gronp of sincere though rugged mourners,
and, the exrth being heaped over him, he © was Jeft
alone with his glory.”

It is scarcely necessary to add, that the general and
utaff officers, who asgisted at this melancholy ceremony,
were called away at its conclusion to their posts. A
random fire was heard in the front, which beceme gra-
dually more serious, end Jed to the expectation that &
second atteck impended ; but nothing of the kind took
place, Bir John Hope, on whom the command had
devalved, condocted the embarkation with admirable
celezity and address, and the transports were almost all
st pea ere the enemy brought 2 gun to bear upon them.












