Doc. No., 3022%

STATE OF MINNESOTA

)
) &8
)

COUNTY OF HENNEPIN

Fersonally appcarcd before me, the undersigned authority for
adirinisterinz oaths in casecs of this charactcr, JOIN I ALLIN, 18t Lt,
ADC, 0-890115, formerly of Prcvisional Tank Group, Hq, USFII, who having
becen reed L% 24 end hie rights thereunder explained to him and being
July sworn according to law, deposos and seys:

I am now a paticnt at Schick General Hocpital at Clinton, Iowa,
presently home on convalesccnt lcave at 1640 Dayton Lvenuc, St. Paul,
Minnesota recovering from ampecbic dysentery ineurrcd in Bataan pricr
to capituletion. After completing the merch from Bataan to Camp O'Dons<
ncll. commonly known ao the ™death merch®, I was shuttled along with
other prisoners to various Japanesc prison camps and ultinotely arrived
at Caxp No, 17, Amute Kyushu, Japan.

At all the times herecinafter rentioned, T wes e 2nd I icutcnant with
the Provisionel Tenk Group, Hg, USFIP. My promotion to 1st Licutencnt
ceme in August 1945.

- - —

While et Camp No. 17, Amuta Kyushu, in Lugust of 1943, T bceame
cequainted with Private Noeh C. Heard. At the time of my first asgocia-
tion with Pvt Hcerd, he complaincd to 1o of dizzy spells, He told me
his hecd hurt end he would wcke up et nicht and find himeeclf telking
around toward the gute end he didn't know how he hed gottcn therc. He
told me he wae afraid he would get in trouble with the guards. Hc also
complained of beinz very despondent end et times I have seen hinm cry |
like a beby. I tricd to help him by telking to him and by being frigndlyi

with hin. i

i
i
‘.

In about April 1944, Pvt Heord wes put in the Japanese Guardhouse,
Carp 17, accused of thefts I would sey he wes in the gucrdhouce for "™
cbout ceven to ten days and then relcaced. He, with others, wis brought |
before the personnel of the camp, both Anericens and Jepanesc; ¢nd at i
that time, he and the others were knocked down by thc Japapgpc. © THC I
following Azericecn officers witnesscd Pvt Hecrd's bcinédﬁiaﬂxié down on
this occassion: Major John R, Meorrou, Ceptain Achilles C. Tiscell, Nevy
It. Edvard N. Little, 2nd It Oven W, Roocine, 2nd Lt Tcul T, Chrictic ond
2nd Lt Robert M. Perkins, The followinz Jcopencse were prescnt @0 Carp
Cormander, 2nd Lt Ken Yuri; Interpreter, QOyi; Sgt 1o jor Morataki, non-
cormissioned officer nemed Fukula; Jepeneec Doctor Murcoj; ¢ mine inter-
preter who seid Le wes formerly of Riversice; Cnlifornie, whootc nrne Ves
Yamnochi; ¢ nedical corpsren nerecd Teuji oi' Chucgi. Therc wcre other

Pare one, /s/ John He Allen lst, 1t.




LoCe No, 8022%
Lffidavit - It Lllen - Cont'd

Jarencse zuerdc prescnt whose neres I do net know., 1t Xen Yuri ordcercd
the nedical corpsrn nered Teuji or Chugi to knock the Lrericens down
end the corpsmen noric@ Tsuji or Chugi procceded to knock thern dovn tith
his fists os they stood at attention. I recall that onc of the cthers,
beeicdes Fvt. Heord, vho wac knocked dowm on that ocension wes Privatce
Lornic Petiene I elfo recell secing Lt Ken Yuri hirsclf perconelly
strike enothcr onc of our pricsoncre vhose nruxe I do not Know.,

Afterwards, Oyi, the Japanesc interpreter, made a statement to
these men, which, as I remember it, was *Will you now promise not to
break any morc of the camp refulations?® The men then all agrced not
to; whereupon, they were rcleased to return to their camp duties.

About 31 May 1944, Heard was agzain placed in the guardhouse and
accused of breaxing into the canteen which was set up for the Armri alis
at one crd of the barracks building. Cn or sbout the night of 31 | _
10LL4, I was awakcned as were the followinz officers in Barracks nl. 1n
which we were housed: MNajor John R, Mamrous, Cartain Achilles C. Tisdell,
Navy Lt Ldward N. Little, 2nd It Owen V. Romaine, 2nd It Paul T. Christic
and 2nd Lt Robert M., Perkins. Ve were escorted enmasse by the Jgmnese
to a place in front of the camp ; cuardhouse. Chortly afterwards, Captain
Thomas Lewlitt ard a 1st Lt }TOIL.,ALLTLV n camp doctors, who had been
at the hoespital in camp, jocined us. ‘T would say it wa& agbout 11:J00°P.V.

Pvt lloah C, Heard was sitting in the doorway of the guardhousc, i
surrounded by Japancse including 2nd Lt en Yuri, Camn Commander: Tnter- ;’

.

preicer, Oyl; and a Japanese non-commissioned officer by the name of Fukuda, .

S - S - o !
Fukuda aprarently was in charge of the guards on duty at that time. |
{

About twenty minutes later, the Japanese doetor Murao arrived with
other Jeapanese persconnel of the camp vhoce namcs T do not know. At this
time, another Japancse Sergcant; whose name T do not knov, but who was
10t Fukuda, wus CﬁuuUlLl“‘ a book vhich had becen broucht over by Scrgeant
MNa jor Morataki from Japanecec L.eedquartcrs, and this Scrgeant vas peinting
out to the Camp Conmander, Lt.uzrj. certaln passapges or pazes in the
book, the contents of vhich I do not knoi.

h C. Heard vas dressed only in a dirty tee shirt and a pair
barefoot.

After a short ccaference amon” themselves, the Japanese interpretcer, i
Oyi, scparated himself frmr the rest of the group conferrine, and announccd
to we officers the following, in effect, "Fvt llcard was in the guardhousc i
for stealing. He broke wut of the puardhcuse and now has broken into the ‘
Japanese warchouse and also into the Japancse kitchen and stolen these |
articlcs you see before you." 7T sav acsorted Red Cross food articles,

a Japanesc scldier's cap, a TPair of glusses and a wrist vatch, The inter-
preter, Oyi, went on seying ./ "This mun h.d alrcady promised before all of
you and the staff of the cimp thcet he would not break any mere reculations.,

-
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fie hac broken out of the prison guardhousc. He has not only stolen from |
us, but also has stolen the food from your personal peckages thut you *
had stored in the cantcen. He is no grcd. Ve have found this box off ™ ™
food cutside the gate, under which gate he eould have cravlcd, The

fuet that he was in possescion ol these Japanesec articles (cap, glasscs,
and vrist vateh), at the time of his ecapture in the latrine of one of

your barracks, makes it obvious that he had intended to cfcape, havine
first pushed the food from under the gate; then appcrently beccoming
frightened, he had recturned to the barracks to hide and luter accouplicsh
als escupe." During thies time, Pvt Nogh C. Heard NEVEr once snoke a

word but locked about himself in a dazed bewildered fashion., His body
showed sizne of having been bcaten, He was bruised and svollen about hir
face,

Then the Camp Commender, Lt Ken Yuri, removed his saber from his
scabbard and ran his thumb alonz the sharp edse as he serutinized Pyt
Heard who arpearcd to be oblivious to the surroundings, Lt Yuri then
returned the saber to the scabbard. Lt Yuri then pushcd Pvt Heard's
hecd back with the tip of the scubbard preseing esgainst Heard's fore-
ncad apparently in an effort to make Heerd lock at him; but licard did
not seem to know whai was €01ng on around him. It Yuri then said somec-
thing in Japanesc and as a reeult, one of the grard: removed a stick of
gum from a Red Croes Pacfagce, rcooved the WIapping and stuck it in Pvt
deard's mouth., ¥When the gum vas thrust in his nouth, Pvt Heerd just
mechanically chewed on it.

Lt Ken Yuri, Sgt Ma jor MNorutaki and Interpretcr Oyi &nd the nther
non-comuiscioned officers once more conferred for a short pcriod and
then Interprecter O¥1 told ue that we would have to witneces the exceu-

tion and told us to procced behind the gucrdhouse where it would be con-
‘ucted, At thic time a guard acsisted vt Neoeh Ce Heard to his fect

14 . o A

and proceeded to lead him. accompanied by other Jum neeey, to the rear of

the guardhousc. I was able 0 obscrve thet Pvt Herrd steggered as a dozed
' men would. Upeon arriving bchind the guardnouse, the guard lesd him and

through gestures, tricd to make Leard ¥meel., Pyt licard resisted these

attempts and this becare obvious to the Zump Commrander, It Yuri, who

then suid something in Japuncee and tle guard alloved Pvt Noeh leard

to s8it on the ground iustead. At that time, Pvt Heard brushed avay

cinders from in froat of him end a Japenese guard seeing him d- this,

Jarmed his heel on the dack of Hieard's hand with such foree that ]

could hear a crunei.

At this timc, the Japanese Interpreter Oyi came to vhere we offi-
cers were lined up and said .ords to this effect, "We've e ngZed our
ninds. You must go back to yocur barracks--go now-mhurry up®". e all
started back touard our barracks; but 2nd Lt Paul T, Christie, 2nd 1¢
Cven We Romaine and I Separated ourcelves from the remainder of the

Page three, /s/ John H. Allen 1st. L
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group and elipped into an enpty building from which we could scec, throu~sh
a window, the ecene which we had just left. I would say we viewed the
scenc from a distence not greater than twenty-five fect. Therc Nere
lights on the fence which very clearly illuminated the scenc: The lirhte
werc very bright and vwe could seec everything very cleerly. 7T could also
hecr very clecerly what wes said even though I could not alinys undcrstand
it,

[]
- "

From the window, I saw that a semi-cirecle of zucrds had formcd behind
Pvt Lieard. At a comrand fyom Lt Ken Yuri, one of the guerds came forverd
and bayoneted Heard in epproximately the middle of his beck. T do not
inow vhis guard's name- Pvt Heerd grunted and fell forwaerd from the im-
pact of the onrushing guerd and began to retch and twitech, meking gesticu-
letions similar to those of a brute that has been mortally wounded, These
zesticulations ccused him to roll on his baek with hic risht side exposca
to the semi-circle of guurds. Upon the return of the firet cguard to the
semi-circle, on the comand of Lt Xen Yuri, ¢ second guerd went forward
end plunged his bayonet into the expoced ri-ht side of ilcard's sbdomen.
1 do not know the name of this juerd either. Tre fuerd withdérew ond the
Japanesc doctor lureo, Lt Ken Yuri, S.:t va jor Norateki, Interpreter Oyi end
somc of the guards weat up to exemine leard's body. By this time, Hcard's
actions were no longer violcnt; however, a slizht spasrndie truiteh could
be noticed in hir hends and feet, A third guerd whoce nere T de not knotw
then turned his rifle butt up and thrust the bayonet verticelly into Lecard's
throct. The guards then proceeded to rake acrocs Heard! s abdoren, cutting |

— —— — - - = e R

1t to bloody ribbons, ' Thefe wére the same Zuerds who wire prescnt Throush-

out the entirc proceedings, but their individual nemes T do not Know e

At this point, thc Japanesc doctor Murno erme forward ond zave Tvi
Heard a final examination and then Heard wes covered v.ith strav rice secke
end a Japanese guard was posted over hic body r rd the reoect of the Japancse
rctircd,

From the building where we had been niding while we voetehed the Japan-
€se putting Pvt Heard to dcath, we went directly to our barracks. The next
morning, all Americens were ferbidden to leave their quarters or to look
out in the direction of the previous night's execution. 7T munaged to ob-
Serve activity through & knot hole in the door of our barrccke, T obscrved
Japanece medical corpesmen looking eround the rice sacks thot hed covered
Heard's body. The body .es no longer therce The Japenese vere kKicking
¢irt over the spot vhere the body had been. After they had completcd this
action, we were allowed to come out of the buildingc.

After weiting a concidereble time for roll cell thet morning, so thrt
we could eat our breckfrst and go ebout our duties, T rvent into the gucerd -
house to ingquire vhen we could have roll cell and wace driven out by thre

Fege four, /s/ John H. Allen let. it.
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Japenese guerds who were drinking out of a bottle and eppecred to me

to be drunk, I was told we should go about our work; that there would
be no morning roll cell. |

¥From tlicn on, officially nothing was ever scid ebout the deeth
of Pvt Noeh C. Hecrd clthough one guerd, whosc neme Ido not know,

but whom I would recognize on £ight, boestecd to me that hc was the one
that first stuck Pvt Hebrd with o bayonect on the night in queetion.

Further dcponent Egoyeth not:

/8/ John He Allen 1l1gt, It., A.D.C.

T ———————

JOHN H. ALILEN, 1st, Lt. ADC
0-89C115

Subscribed end sworn to before me thic 30th day of Decerber 1945
et Fort Snclling, Minnesote.

_Z8/ Roncld N, Daviecs
HONAID N, DAVIES
VMa jor, Inf. 022./;';"63

Post Judge Advoeate

A truc copy:
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I EFERY CIRTIFY that the ettechcd document is

a truc cory of a: affidavit prurportin; to be swvorn and

subseribud to by John F, Allcn, 1t It, ADC, 0-890115

at

on the 30th day of Deccmbe r o 1945 .
I FURTH R CCRTIFY thet it vias eopicc from an
original in ny cuctody as Chicf, Criminal Regictry Divi-

sion, Iczel fection, GiQ, SCLAP, Tokyo, Japan.

/ . .
/8/ Cherles /.. Reirhard

CH/RLFS /. PEINLARD

ilt. Col,., ¥. A.

Cliief of Criminal Registry
Divigion, Leczal Section




