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Deponent: YO8 i Sompachil
Having first duly sworn an oath as on ati:.ched sheetl
and in accordance with the procedure followed in my country

I hereby depose as followse.

My name is YOSHIDA, Gompachi. I was formerly in service

as Major General. 1 was born on January 18, 1391, and now
1ive at No. 55, 5 chome, Noborilto, Chiba-shi, Chiba rrefl.

In December 1915, I entered the Military Acadcuye. After
graduating from the Academy, I occupiled various posts. 1

was apoointed Commander of the tangoon Air Defense forccs in
August 1945, and late in September 1945 Chief of Staff of the
15th Army where 1 rcmained until the end of the war.

e General KIMURA, Heitaro, came to the City of Rangoon tO
assume his office on September 12, 1944. The next day in the
compounds of the Headquarters of the Burma Area Army, General

KIMURA delivered an address to men and officers of the whole
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Army I being presents In his address he told us emphatically
O cncourage military discipline and moralec, to apply due

and prompt punishment and rewards, to promote friendship and
good understanding between the two peoples, and to win t he
public favor. In obedience to the General's address and for
the purposc of having my men well informed of his instructions,
Iirst of all I held an inspcetion of troops under my command,
1 also organized such various units speclalizing in spccific
tasks as follows: units to treat and rescuc the Rurmese pcople
Killed or injured in aip ralds; fire service units; and units
for delivery of necessary medical articles.

AT the € imec when I was appointed Chief of Staff of the
15th Army, the Army was in retreat toward the banks of the
Irrawaddy following thc failure of our Impahl operations. 1In
his interview with me on my departurc for my ncw post, General
RIMURA Instructed me in detail to the same effcct as was

stated in the General's first address following his arrival,

Besldes, he gave me strict orders to avoid taking to scorched-

carth tactlics on our way of retrcat and thus to keep the
native populagwg. out of the horrors of war; and especially to

afford ecvery possible facility to those government officials
and cilvilians who wished to cvacuate with the Japanese forces,

On my arrival at the Headquarters of the 15th Area Army, I

found telegraphic orders from General KIMURA to the above
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I, in his Place,

took charge of the minor,

' days the 31st and the 33rd Divi-
¢treating with o

at the front Put up with all inconveniences to

the peonle from suf'fering from the 111
Also after that, at




order was

General KIMURA,

& and cooperation between the Japanese and

among his forces g pamphlet in two

€8 entitled "7The Attitude to Take Toward the Burmese"

and ordered it to be observed. We also made efforts to sec
to it that the order was carried Oute. The pamplet contained

articles on the differences in manne

IS and customs between
. the two peoples to clear away any

contribute

. of this devonent that the pamphlet
KIMURA!'s teleg

misunderstanding S0 1t might

to the,fricndship between them, It is the regret

and the Area Army Commander

ram to the 15th AYMY Headquarters, ment ioned
above, cannot be submitted to the Tribunal because they had

been lost or burned at the time of oup retreat through

enemy
lines after the failure of the battle

of Irrawaddy.

Besides at the end of war all document s Other than

. those concerning personnel affairs

5, accounts and supplies,

and military sanitation, and

particularly any document h ving

any connection with Strategy and poclicy were burned by order

of supecrior authorities,

4, By the time of the opening of the battls of irrawvaddy,

General KIMURA hsad held meetings at the Are

& Army Headquarteps
in Rangoon for the purpose of c

onsulting with respective army
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staff officecrs ang unit commanders about problems of stratorvy

\
2 P

education and self-government, At each meeting General

KIMURA gzave necessary Instructions. At the mecting on

. strategy when I nresented mysc.1lf, he delivered repeated addrese-
Seés 1In reference to the maintenance of military discinline

and to winning publiec favor., It was also emphasized to the
same effect at other meetings. We, as his subordinates,
concentrated our efforts to carry them out in obedicnce to

his intentions,

Bécause of racial similiaritius, from the very beginning,

. the Jananese Army and the Burmese pe

ople were well disnyosed
. toward each other. Generally

and prudent in action

the Japanese Army was cautious

and enforced strict military discipline

and thereby had won the conf'idence of the Burmesec peonle at
large. With the increasingly heavier Pressure of troubhles

by war, an anti-war feeling wa gradually stealing into the

~d 2y

hearts »f thc Burmese nDeople, Prarticularly since th

.. e latter
period of the battle of Irrawaddy, in view of Japan's obvious

. defeat, an antli-Japanese tendeney seemed to have been brought

about among a certain portion of t}m;;»nxih3,.from the tine

of' the revolt of the Burmese National Defcrae LAriny.

S Af'ter the failurc of the obeérations In the Impahl Zone,
the 15th Army suffered heavy losses both in numoser of troons

and arms. Remarkable decline was

S€en ol morale and Yhysical

strengthe More than that, a great number of soldiers were
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-suffering from diseases. Thus it was quite difficult for the

15th Army to regain its combat power. Little supply was sent
from the rcar and we prepared with much difficulty for the
coming tattle of Irrawaddy. 3ut about the middlec of February
1945, a frontel attack b+ nredominant British-Indlian Forccs
was attenpted. In parallal with this action, a Zlank sttack
was made by British-Indian Mechanized Corns which haqd bx»2tun
into Burma by way of Meiktila early in March. Z~Asn o result,
mur lines were cut off on all sides, and each co»ic

into an isolated position. Every means of communicatiom by
land was cut off and, owing to the want of electric battcries,
wireless communication was barely available resulting in
insufficiency of command and communication. Under such
situation, it was decided t» rearrange our lines on

Heights ranging east of Meiktila, and orders wecre 1losucd
resnective corps to break through the enemy slep and tO5
agssemble troops near Kalow. However, during this tine we
again suffered losses of a great many men and arms. Sincc
then we often encounterca tiaz cneuy Forced marches, covering
long distances, were venturel; food was scarce and there

were lots of patients to go with us; comminication was entirely
cut off for a long time. Under such conditionas the 3lst and

33rd Divisions moved to the Tenasserim zone f{r» a saort =vajy,

and the Army Headquarters and tho 10th Division cortlinued On
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thelr way to Siam. The mountains which they had to go over
were 8o rugged and steep that every soldier, taking with

him nothing other than his portable weapon, retreatcd literally
with bare 1life, Many of the soldiers died of dlsease on the
way. It was difficult for a minor unit to pass the zone

west of Roykow (TN?) and that south of hamipew (TN?) for
attacks by guerrillas obstructed the march so often that thc
troops were compelled to take up a challenge while retreating,
Since May 7, 1945, the 15th army gradually assembled its
iforces in the Tenasserim district. Owing to the forced march
over a long distance and the attacks by the guerrillas and
British-Indian Forces, our soldiers were entirely fatigued
both mentally and ohysically and 70-80% of them were 111,

A large Dart of arms was lost. There were almost no meterials
and apparatus for the use of communication, so that it was
eXtremely difficult for every commander to keep his men under

his command. The Headquarters was situated at the Mouchi

(TH?) mines 14 miles east of Toungoo. Every night there we
suffered from attacks by guerrillas. The guerrillas also
waylaid those smaller units which passed the Toungoo and
Kariipew (TR?) roads, to attack them from top of cliffs or by
bridges and almost never failed to kill or would some of our
soldiers,

Beginning early in June 1945, the communication by land

was scarcely possible, as this was the heaviest rainy season.




