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How Should a Student Spend His Time?
By Richard T. K. Zih (J§ 8 £)

Important but short is student life. We are told that
students learn to be teachers, prepare the way for statesmen,
heroes, reformers, and lay the foundations for good citizenship.
‘We are also told that student life is a bubble, a shifting dream, a
morning mist, a fast-flying cloud, a flash of the lightning, a
break of the wave. Therefore it is a very importani and
essential problem for every student to discuss how to spend his *
precious time properly.

First, a student should spend his time carefully. In other
words, every moment of a student should be charged with some
imperative duty or necessary occupation. The time we waste
can never be recalled. Moreover, the hours we waste may be
the very hours that would have ensured our success. A student
may graduate from a school in four years, if he spends his time
carefully in learning; but, if not so, his graduation will be
certainly delayed. Sometimes we hear of men who are defeated
in their struggles in the world aund mourn bitterly. These
cases seem pitiful enough, and it breaks our hearts to think of .
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them. But usually the men who are left unsuccessful in the
world are those who wasted their time when they were students.
S0 a student should never let even a minute pass blankly. Bui
it is easily neglected. Let the students of to-day, therefore,
impress upon their minds the value of the minute. ‘ Take
care of the minutes, and the days will take care of themselves.”

Secondly, & student should spend his time wisely. Every
minute of a student should be turned to the best advantage.
The great discoverers and poets of the world utilise every odd
minute. As Cuvier zolled in his carriage from place to place,
he read and thought; and the sum of that reading and thinking
swelled his researches in ‘‘ Comparative Anatomy.” Dr.
Darwin’s curious scientific ‘poems were jotted down on little
bits of paper as his carriage conveyed him from house to house.
It 1s a great pity that a student foolishly devotes all his time to
study what is unfitted to his nature, and gains nothing
profitable to his life. The reason is he does not know that the
time that will enable him to be a good lawyer runs to waste if
he devotes it to train himself to be a good chemist, Some
students dip into a multitude of books all the day long, while
others spend too much time in playing games; as a result, the
former are liable {o render their bodies weak, while the latter
overlook what they have heard and read. Therefore, let us not
- spend our time foolishly, but to methodize it, in order that we
may get the best out of it.

In conclusion, let me call their attention again to the fact
that the time of students is exactly what they make it,—in the
hands of the wise, a blegsing; in the hands of the foolish, a
curse; in the hands of the wise, a preparation for good citizen-
ship; in the hands of the foolish, a preparation for evil. No
time costs so much as that of a student. Therefore, he has to
make the best use of it wisely and carefully.
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A Narrow Escape
By C. M. Chen '

On the night of the 29th of December, 1914, it happened
that a fire broke out in a house opposite to that where we were
asleeping soundly. Suddenly, I was awakened by an outery
which sounded as loud as if a house had fallen dowa.

‘“‘Fire! Fire!” was the loud, fast spreading ery. ‘‘The
fire has burnt down that house!”’ '

Hearing this, I at once jumped up from my bed and opened
the window tfo see where the fire was; but as I peeped out, the
raging and terrible fire spread to my house, and in the twinkling -
of an eye my house was ignited too. Dressing my:elf in a
hurry, I ran downstairs as fast as I could and then down the
road. | |

But, alas! I was thunder-struck when I thought that T had
forgotten to call my sister, my younger sister who was still in
bed. 1 then called for help but no one dared to go fo the rescue.
Finally I tried to save her at the peril of my own life, and
I hastily mounted the stairs. To snatch her up in my ‘arms
and run down with her at fall speed was the work of a minute.

No one could doubt that we would soon have been burned
to ashes, had we not been lucky enough to escape. Thanks
be to God that I was able to rescue my sister before it was too
late.

———— Ot e

English Composition
R. L Chen (B % 3%

The most important thing in English composition is to
express the meaning clearly. The writer's ideas ought to be
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expressed so clearly that the reader not only can understand
them at once, but also cannot misunderstand them.
- The next most important thing is to make no mistake in
grammar or spelling. '

Clearness and correctness are therefore the most important
things in English composition.

Style may be looked upon as ornament; it is desirable but
not essential.

A good style depends very much upon the feelings of the
- writer, and the subject about which he is writing ; it will come
spontaneously as the result of practice and habitual reading.

The student ought therefore to try to write clearly and
correctly and to be contented to do so in a simple style, till he
is able to write fluently and without efiort. Learn to walk
before you attempt to run.

S PSP ——
Form of Invitations
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Formal invitation

The Members of the Third Class request the honour of Mr.
Fred H. C. Wu's presence at their debating contest to be held in
- their own class-room, on next Saturday evening, March Twenty-
seventh, at eight o’clock.

March Twenty-fifth.

Favourable reply

My, Fred H. C. Wu accepts with much pleasure the kind in-
vitation of the Members of the Third Class for ¢ debating contest to
be held on next Saturday evening, March Twenty-seventh, at eight
o'clock.

8 Kingnan Villa.

Friday morning.
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Unfavourable reply

Mr. Fred H. C. Wu regrels that the arrival of an old aquaint-
anee prevents his accepting the kind invitation of the Members of
the Third Class for a debating contest to be held on next Saturday
evening, March Twenty-seventk, at eight o’clock.

& Kingnan Villa,

Friday evening.

Informal invitation

The Third Class,

March 25, 1915.
Mr. Fred H, C. Wu,

8 Kingnan Filla.
My dear Siv:

On behalf of the Members of the Third Class, I have the
greal pleasure of wquewtwg you to be present at their debaling contest
which will be held in their own class- room, on next Saturday,
March Twenty-seventh, at 8 P. M.

Iam,
Yours very obediently,
Wang Wen-yen,
Secretary,

Favourable reply

8 Kingnan Villa,

March 26, 1915.
Mr. Wang Wen-yen,

Secretary of the Third Class.
My dear Wang,

I shall be very glad to be present at your debating contest to
be held in your own class-room, on next Saturday, March Twenty-
~seventh, at 8 P. M., as it will give me great pleasure to listen fo
the eloguence on that occasion.

Iam,

Yours very sincerely,
Fred H. C. Wu.
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Unfavourable reply
§ Kingnan 1illa,
March 28, 1215,
Mr, Wang Wen-yen,
Secretary of the Third Class.
My dear Wang,

I am very sorry that owing fo a previous engagement, I shall
be unable to be present at your debating contest fo be held in your -
own class-room, on next Saturday at 8 P.M.

I am,
Pery sincevely youss,
Fred H. C. Wu.

Informal invitation

The Third Class,
' Marel 25, 1915.
My dear Mr. Wu,

I am instructed by the Members of the Third Class that they
will esteem it a great fovour if you will honor them with your
presence at a debating contest to be held next Saturday at 8 P. M.

Yours obediently,
Wang Wen-yen,
Secretary.

' Favourable reply

8 Kingnan Villa,
March 26, 1915,
Dear Mr. Wang,
I shall be much pleased to be present at your debating contest
at the appointed time.
Yours sincerely,
Fred H. C. Wu.
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Unfavourable reply
8 Kingnan Villa, ,
March 26, 1915.
Dear Mr. Wang,

1 deeply regret that I shall be unable to be present at your debat-
ing eontest, as a previous invitation will deprive me of the pleasure
of accepling yours.

Sincercly yours,

Fred H. C. Wu.

Translation
By Lawrence S. Loong (5 2% %)
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Yu and the Flood

In the remotest time there was & flood which made so much
havoe that it caused the people to be homeless. Emperor Shun
was very sorry for it, hence he commanded Yu to do the work
of draining. Yu lived away from home for thirteen years.
Thrice he passed in front of his house, but not once did he go
into it. By faithful devotion and constancy of purpose, and
with hands and feet becoming callous, he at length let the flood
out into the river which pours into the ocean. Then the
people of China had homes and enjoyed life. Great were h's
services to mankind!
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Chén P'ing Divided the Meat

In & certain village men killed an ox and a sheep to offer
sacrifice to the god of the earth. The meat had to be divided
after the sacrifice, so they elected Chén Pfing to be the head
steward. He was a young man then, but he divided it equally.
As they admired him exceedingly, he said, ‘‘If T should ever
have an opportunity to i)reside over a state in the capacity of a
prime minister, I would do to the nation as I have done with
the meaf.”” Afterwards bhe was the prime minister of the
Har Dynasty for more than fen years. Peace prevailed

throughout the country and the people prospered. Every one
therefore sang his praise.

Translation method: How to express a thought in different
Ways s MHEREBERERE
(a) A figure having three angles is called a triangle.

(b) A figure with three angles is called a triangle.

(¢) A figure of three angles is called a triangle.

(d) A figure which has three angles is called a triangle.

(e) A figure the angles of which are three is called a triangle.
(f) A figure whose angles are three is called a triangle.

AT SPP S* -~ S0 S

Joke
TO *“PUNCTUATE.”
Returning from school a little girl proadly informed her
mother that she had learned how to ‘‘ punctuete.”
‘“Well, dear,’’ replied mother, *‘ and how is it done ?”

“Why, when you write ¢ Hark 1’ vou put a hatpin after it;
and when you ask a question you use a buttonhook instead.”



