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THE STORY OF FAIRYFOOT



The Story of Fairyfoot

CHAPTER I -
Fairyfoot’s Birth

Once upon a time,! far away in the west
country, there stood a town called Stumping-
ham.? It® contained seven windmills, a king’s
palace, a market-place,* a prison, and everything
else? that befits the capital of a kingdom.

A fine city was Stumpingham;® indeed, the
people who lived there thought it the finest city in
the world. It stdod in the midst of’ a great plain,
which, for nearly ten miles round .the city walls,®
was covered with orchards and smiling® corn-fields:.

Beyond these lay a great belt of pasture land,
nearly twenty miles broad,’ and this in its turn

1. Once upon a time #<%. 2. Called Stumpingtiam 4 H Stumping-
ham. 3. It §§ Stumpingham. 4. Markét-place i3 5. Everything
else iM% 4y, 6. A fine city was Stumpingham==Stumpingham was
a fine city ¥ 2%, fEk35E a fine city =42, 7. Stood in the
midst of .. . BIFR. .. 2k g, 8. For neasly ten miles round the city
walls RIRAY- t‘%ﬁ 9. Smiling 4 %M (BRMAZLAHWL). 10, Beyond
these lay.a great belt of pasture land, nearly twenty miles broad (=A

“great belt' of pasture land, nearly tweénty miles broad, lay beyond
these) It g M Beky =-Fm,
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was bounded by! a forest so wide and ‘thick, that
no man in Stumpingham knew how wide it was.
Indeed, many of the people in the city ‘thought
that it reached to the end of the world.

There were good reasons why they should
think so.? In the first place,® it was well
known* that the forest had long been the home
of the fairies, and therefore even the bravest of
men did not care to go far into it.?

In the second. place,® the people of Stump-
ingham did- not care to travel; men, women, and
children had feet so large and heavy that they
could not walk well.” Wheth_er it 'was because of
something in the place, I cannot tell,® but great feet
had been the fashion?” there for hundreds of years,°
and the nobler the family the larger the feet.!

1. In its turn was bounded by...XLL:... &5t (in its turn ¥, X).
2. There were good reasons why they shotild’ think so EHwLE St g
%, AT BT (so 3§ that the forest feached to the end of the world).
3. In the first place (=firstly) —Jif, {5 —fF. 4. It was well known i}
A (it 4 that the forest had long been the home of the fairies).
5. Even the bravest of men did not care to go far into it LB A,
ARAREAILG. 6. In the second place (==secondly) —I, #HiJF
7- They could not walk well AR RPDET. 8. \Whether it was be-
cause of something in the place, I cannot tell ¥ H{sRA47LTH, &V F41.
9. Fashion B{7 ., % 10. For hundreds of years BJHHAES:, A%

- 11, The nobler the family the larger the feet ", {FREH R R A-
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It! was, therefore, the aim of all who were
above the rank of shepherds and such-like? people,
to make their feet as large as they could. So well
did they succeed,?® that the slippers? of some rich
persons often served as® sleeping-place for the cat
and her kittens.

Stumpingham had ‘a king of its own,® and
his name was Stiffstep. His family was very old,
and very, very’ large-footed. His people called
him “Lord of the World,”® and every year he
made a grand speech to them about the mighty
land over which he ruled.?

His queen, Hammerheel, was looked upon as
the greatest beauty in Stumpingham, for her shoe
was not much less than'! a fishingboat. Their first

1. It §§ to make their feet as large as they could. 2.- Such-like &
it B2 RN, 3. So well did they succeed=They succeeded so
well 3k, BFLUNEHSE. Did KREMUMEZSH, LHERY.
4. Slippers Hggk. 5. Served as...&iE...ZH. 6. Stumpingham
had a king of its own=Stumpingham had its own king. 7. Very,.
very. JUBEB <, Br DR H J4. 8. Lord of the world #% 2%
9. Every year he made a grand speech to them about the mighty land
over which he ruled #§#IEA NI, HEPIBZAB.  10. His queen,
Hammerl e:1,.was looked upon as the greatest beauty in Stumpingham
L5 Hammerhieel, A BLE Stumpingham 2 #& . 11. Not much less
than...gkz.. FL/bR (6P “HARR.. A1), -



6 THE STORY OF FAIRYFOOT

six children were every bit! as handsome as their
parents, but their seventh child was a great grief
to them.?

For a Iong time after its birth nobody about
the palace could understand what was the
matter—the ladies-in-waiting seemed so much
troubled,* and the king looked so angry.

At last, however, it was whispered through
the city® that the queen’s seventh child had been
born with such small feet that the like® had
never been seen or heard of before. ‘““Only fairies
have feet like those,” said the wise people who
saw them.

CHAPTER 11

How Fairyfoot Gotr His Name

Never before in the history of Stumpingham
had a king’s son been born with such tiny feet.”
The common people thought that some great

1. Every bit (=in every respect) 248 ’ 2. Was a great grief to
them BWiES2AS. 3."What was the iatter {f3¢. 4. The ladies.
in-waiting scemed so much troubled #H'E&MIILITEH. 5. It was
whispered through the city {5k, BRER. 6. The like (=the
same) $§ the small feef. 7. Never before in the history of Stumping-
ham had a king’s son been born with such tiny feet 3%, Stumpingham
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trouble: was going to befall the-city;' the learned
men began to write books about it;? all the
friends of the king and queen came to the palace
to mourn with them over the sad event.®

All the lords and ladies of the court, and
most of the piople in the city, joined in* the
mourning. At the end of seven days, however,
they began to think that all their tears were of no
use,’ and so the friends went back to their
homes, and the people took to their work.®

-If the learned men’s books were written,
nobody ever read them;’ and to help the queen to
get over her sorrow,® the young prince was sent
out to the pasture lands, to be brought up®
among the shepherds.

The chief man there!® was called Fleece-
fold, and his wife’s name was Rough Ruddy.
They lived in a'snug cottage with their son

_ 1. Some great trouble was going to befall the city A B4 SUALIR.
2. The learned men began to write béoks about it ERFERH ALY
3. To mourn over the sad event 3pt3Edt. 4. Joined in JpA. ~ 5. Of
no use #£. 6. The people took to their work REHALRE. 7. 11
the learned men's books were written, nobody ever read them B
ZEER, FEABMZ.  8.-To get over her sorrow {BHE. WAL
9. To be brought up $6¥. . 10, The chief man there Jifs;2 §1}5.
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Black:thorn and their daughter Brownberry, and
were looked upon as great people,’ because they
kept the king’s’ sheep. Moreover, Fleecefold’s
family was known to be? a very old one; and
Rough Ruddy boasted that she had the largest
feet in all the pastures.

The -shepherds held them in high respect,®
and it* grew still® higher when the news spread
that the king’s seventh son had been sent to their-
cottage. People came from all quarters® to see
the young prince, and great was the sorrow over
his tiny feet.”

The king and queen had. given him no fewer
than® fourteen hames, for such was the fashion in
the king’s family. But the -honest country people
did not know by which of the fourteen to call
him,” and so, as his feet were the strangest thing
about him, they began to call him Fairyfoot.

1. Were looked upon as great people BB¥tA. 2. Was known
to be...f85..., Bl...Hl.. 3. Held them in high respect (&2 .
4. It #i the respect. 5. Still £ “22" «2fg. 6. All quarters (=all
parts) P4k, &%, 7. Great was the sorrow over his tiny feet=the
corry over his tiny feet was great. fRi3t 2 3%, AP great b,
8. No fewer than...R§... 55> Hm “%Ap...”). 9 But the honest
country people did not know by which of the fourteen to call him £
BZER R A B2 b, RAE LG HR2 .
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At first they were afraid they might get into
trouble for doing this,’ but when no notice was
taken by? the king or those at the court, the
shepherds felt they were doing no-harm. From
that time onward,® the boy was always known in
all the pasture lands as* Fairyfoot.

At court® it® was not thought polite to
speak of him at all.” His birthday was never
kept,® nor was he sent for? at Christmas,'® for the
queen and her ladies could not bear!” to see his feet.

Once a year”'the youngest page-boy' was
sent to see how he did,”'and to take him a
bundle of his brothers’ cast-off clothes.” As the
king grew old and cross,'® it was said'” that he had
some thoughts of casting the boy off altogether.'s

1. They were afraid they might get into trouble for doing this #;
SHETIES, XA ME FENBE. 2. No notice was taken by. .. F5...
Eiil¥s. 3. From that time onward FiiELI#%. 4. Was known as...
B|H..., V.. @, -5 At court . 6. It # to speak of him.
7- Not at all 273, <. 8. Was never kept &2 f7. 9. Was sent
for EA. 10. At Christmas -YLERFEH . 11.°Could not bear 7§},
12. Once a year f¢4:—%. 13. The youngest page-boy /J RIl. 14. To
see how he did B ILARFE, $EILBEUL.  15. To take him a bundle of his
brothers’ cast-off clothes=to take a bundle of his brothers’
cast-off ‘clothes to him. (cast-off §3£1y; to take j3:, B to bring 2§
Befr3), @ to bring 3 &K ).  16. Cross £t R8. BRE.  17. It
was said #§:3€, A3, 18. Casting off altogether 2#A3HE. 2R 2 K.
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CHAPTER 1II

A Strange Bird

In course of time! Fairyfoot grew to be? a
big boy. The country air made him fair and
rosy, and all agreed that he would have been
handsome but for his small feet.?

Small though ‘they were,* however, he learned
to walk at an early age,® and in time to run and
to jump.® As running and jumping were quite
unknown among the children of Stumpingham,
many of the parents were very much shocked’
when they saw the king’s son doing such thmgs

All the shepherd people knew that Fairyfoot
was looked down upor‘l8 at the court, and so they
looked down wupon him, too. The old people
thought him uhlucky;'the children would not play

1. In course of time 3L %. 2. Grew to be iR, 3. All agreed
that he would have been handsome but for his small feet A% B3R
HAR, HTHEHENHER. 4. Small though they were=Though they were
small. 5. Atan early age LU, 3 fiE2B%. 6. And in time to run
and to jump="and in time [he learned] to run and to jump. 7. Were
very much shocked 3358, 8. Was look down upon & A, §3i8.
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with him.! Fleecefold was ashamed to have him
in his "cottage,® but he dared not disobey the
king’s orders. Besides,® the clothes brought by
the page-boy were useful not only to Fairyfoot,
but to Blackthorn as well.*

At last, however, Rough Ruddy made up her
mind® that the sight® of such nasty’ running
and jumping would make her children vulgar; so,
as soon as he was old enough,® she sent Fairyfoot
every day to watch some sickly® sheep, that
grazed on a wild, weedy pasture, hard by the
forest.'

Poor 'Fairyfoot was often lonely and- sad.
Many a time' he wished his feet would grow
larger, or ‘that peoplé would not notice them so
much.’? All the pleasure he had' was in running
and jumping by himself' in the wild pasture, and

1. Would not play with him g ¥ [F#t. 2. Was ashamed to
have him in his cottage M K2 EDEM. 3. Bésides (=moreover)
H. 4. Were useful not only to Fairyfoot, but to Blackthorn as well
SR R Fairyfoot, ZR1EA7H4HY Blackthorr (not only...but... 7 f§
ool as well 3R). 5. Made up her mind Ph52. 6. Sight £ 4.
7. Nasty W[4%. 8. As soon as he was old enough $5 ¥ME®. 9. Sickly
$¢53.  10. Hard by the forest Zeg}#kZ3F.  11. Many a time Bk,

“4F.  12. Somuch HR . 13, He had=[that] he had. 14. By
himself 5. ’



12 THE STORY OF FAIRYFOOT

in thinking that none of the shepherd’s children
could do this, though they were so proud of® their
great feet. ' :

Tired of his play,” he was lying in the
shadow of a mossy rock one warm summer day,
with the sheep feeding around him, when a
robin, chased by a great hawk, flew into the old
velvet cap which lay on the ground beside him.
Fairyfoot covered it up, and the hawk, frightened
by his shout, flew away.

“Now you may go in safety,”’® he said to the
robin, opening his cap.* But instead of® the bird,
out Sprang a little man dressed in russet-brown,®
and looking as if? he were® a hundred years old.
Fairyfoot was so taken aback® that for a minute
he could not believe his eyes.°

“Thank you for your kindness,”" said the
old man, “and oe sure that I will do as much for

1. Proud of B iy, #35. 2. Tired of his play 4B if8%. 3. In
safety 9¢#%. 4. Opening his cap=when he was opening his cap.
5. Instead of Q5. 6. dressed in russet-brown F5HEHR a2 K. 7.
Looking as if #5, #k4%. 8. Were f— verb in the subjunctive
mood. 9. Taken aback ¥ {4i. 1o0. For a minute he could not believe
his eyes fi—WARAMEH (B <8 - REMEBOBERT). 0
Thank you for your kindness #jik/#33.



THE STORY .OF FAIRYFOOT 13

you.! If you are ever in trouble, call on me;?
my name is Robin Goodfellow.” So saying, he
darted off, and was out of sight in an instant.® .

Though the boy wondered for days* who the
little man could be, he told no one about him, for
Robin’s feet were as small as his own, and it was
clear® he would not be liked in Stumpingham.
So Fairyfoot kept the story to himself.®

CHAPTER IV
Among the Fairies.

At last midsummer day’ came, and in the
evening the shepherds held a feast.® There were
bonfires® on the hills, and lots of fun' in the
villages. But Fairyfoot sat alone beside his
sheepfold, for the children in the village where he

1. Be sure that I will do as much for you 4 BEAT Wik, (be
sure 2, #4). 2. If you are ever in trouble, call on me #3i—BA7EE,
sk (call on FEBLgL4E: TEER fi%)- 3. So saying, he darted off,
and was out of sight in an instant 8685038, (&ML, BETHR (out
of sight 7{:;1 .in an instant BB 2 ). 4. Wondered for days it %
H. 5. 1f was clear J#&% (it 3 [that] he would not be liked in
Stumpingham). 6. Kept the story to himself g2Hd¢, 71’ U3 1E: 12 N
7. Midsummer day (=the summer solstice) 3. 8. Held a feast %&fF
g Gafs= sH’). o9 Bonfires §@k. 10. Lots of fun FE#EikzEK-
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lived would not let him sit with them about the
bonfire. So he had gone to the sheepfold to
mourn the size of his feet, which came between
him and so many good things.?

Fairyfoot had never felt so lonely in his life,?
when a happy thought struck him.* ‘““Robin
Goodfellow, come here!” he cried.’

“Here I am,” said a sharp little voice at his
elbow! and there stood the little man-himself.

“I am very Ionely, and no one will play with
me, because my feet are so small,” said Fairyfoot.

“Come then,* and play with us,” said the
man. “We lead the merriest lives in the world,?
and care for® nobody’s feet. But all people have
their own ways,” and there are two things you
must take care to bear in mind® while you are
with us.®

1. Which came between him and so many good things H R &> 851
EEEEEONESIE. 2. In his life $2—4, #5247, 3. A happy
thought struck him $Eif 4: 3840 (struck BRAE). 4. Then W= B
5. We lead the merriest life in the world SBIRISILSEZ A%
6. Care for ¥, B§.o, 27 7. All people have their own ways A¥ i3

- W §T (to bave one’s own way ##15). 8. To bear in mind #1525
. 9. While you are with us HREFR K205, )
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“In the first place, do as you see the rest
doing.! In the second, never speak outside of
anything you may hear or see?® for we and the
people of this country have never been friends
since large feet came into fashion.”?

“I will do.that,* and everything else you
ask,’” said Fairyfoot. |

Taking his hand, the little man led the boy
over the pasture into the forest, and along a
mossy path, in and out among® old trees covered
with ivy. Fairyfoot never knew how far they
went, but at last they heard the sound of sweet
music, and came upon a meadow where the moon
shone as bright as day.”

Here many beautiful flowers, daffodils, violets,
pfimroses, and cowslips, bloomed together in the
thick grass. There was quite a crowd® of little
men aqd women', some clad in russet colour; but

1. Do as you see the rest doing KRG APTE, HERZ (as K
the rest fi A). ~ 2. Never speak outside of anything you may hear or
see DB “HWHBMALUMSEE.” B HOoBBREMZE. 3. Since
large feet came into fashion HERE{fTEIZE (came nto fashion HL{7).
4. That }3 Robin Goodfellow fi#g2gdt. 5. You ask=[that] you ask,
6. In and out among. .. [lHAMR... 2. 7. The moon shone as bright
as day Hjim#. ~ 8. Quite a crowd —K2.
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far more in green,' dancing round a little well
full of sparkling clear water.

Under great rose-trees which grew here and
there? in the meadow, people were sitting round
low tables covered with cups of milk, dishes of
honey, and carved wooden flagons filled with
fairy liquid.?> The little man led Fairyfoot up to
the nearest table, and handed? him one of the
flagons, saying,® ““Drink to the company!”’®

The boy had never tasted such liquid before.
Scarce had it passed his lips,” when he forgot all
his trouble—that Blackthorn wore the best of his
clothes, that Rough Ruddy sent him to keep the
sickly sheep, that the children would not play
with bhim. In short,® he forgot all about his
feet, and bore in mind only that he was a king’s

son, and thought that all was well with him.?

1. Some clad in russet colour, but far more in green FHHHEH,
RYE(KE%. 2. Here and there [, P2, 3. Fairy liquid filj}%.
4. Handed #3. 5. Saying (=a\nd said ff— present participle qualify-
ing ‘man.” 6. Drink to the company S4FELEFIA. . 7. Scarce had
it passed his lips BiERBIRE SEM A MAFE. 8. In short RFEZ,
Fiz. 9. All was well with him —yf2%, SRR
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All the little people about the well criéd,
“Welcome! welcome!” while every lady added,
“Come and dance with me!”

So Fairyfoot was as happy as a prince, and
danced, and drank milk, and ate honey, till the
moon was low in the sky.! Then the little man
took him by the hand, and never stopped by the
way? till he had laid the boy on his bed of straw
in the comner of the cottage.

CHAPTER V
The Fairy Fountain

Next morning, Fairyfoot was not a bit tired,
in spite of all his dancing.® No one in the-cottage
had missed him,* and he went out as usual® with
his few sheep. Every night all that summer,®
when the shepherds were safe in bed,” the little man
came, and took him away to dance in the forest,

1. Till the moon was low in the sky HFFZHWEML. 2. By the way
ik#%. 3. Next morning, Fairyfoot was not a bit tired in spite of all
his dancing {;BERHRERHE (a bit=a little; in spite of =notwith-
standing). ~ 4. Missed him (==discovered the absence of him) R iL7p
#E. 5. Asusual RE. 6. All that summer —- XK. 7. Safe in bed 42
B %R
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He did not wish to play with the shepherds’
children now, nor grieve that his father and
mother took no notice of! him. He sat watching
his sheep, and singing to himself or plaiting rushes?
all day long;® and when the sun went down, his
heart was glad at the thought of meeting his
merry friends once more.

The wonder was that he was never tired or
sleepy, as people often are who dance all night;*
but before the summer was ended, Fairyfoot
found out the reason. One night, when the moon
was full, and the last® of the ripe corn ‘was
rustling in the fields, Robin Goodfellow came for
him as he always did, and away they went to
the flowery meadow.

The fun there was high,” and Robin was in
haste.®* So he only pointed to the carved flagon
from which Fairyfoot every night drank the clear,
red liquid, and did not wait to see him drink it.?

1. Took no notice of 3. 2. Rushes p¥2%. 3. all day long $4H.
4. All night $%£4. 5. The last (=the end) . 6. Came for him as
he always did Eifps##y. 7. The fun there was high 3B SI% R,
8. In haste #23. 0. Did not wait to see him drink it 1 E5:5 k8t
(did not wait {7 4 FRA).
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“I am not thirsty, and there is no use losing
time,”’! said the boy to himself. So saying, he
joined the dance; but never in all his life had he
found anything half so hard as? he now found it
to keep up with the company.® Their feet
seemed to move like lightning; the swallows did
not fly so fast, nor turn so quickly.

Fairyfoot did his best,* for he never gave in
easily;® but at length,® his breath and strength
being spent,” he was glad to steal away,® and sit
down behind a mossy oak, where his eyes closed
in sleep. When he awoke, the dance was nearly
over,? and he. heard two little ladies dressed in
green talking close beside him.'

“What -a pretty boy!” said one of them.
“He is worthy to be a king’s son.'' See what

')’

handsome feet he has

1. There is no use losing time #HIEPIXiME. 2. Half so hard
as... JLHEXK...24. 3. To keep up with the company BLREAE.
4. Did his best #35. 5. He never gave in easily f5i5R.
(gave in ¥FF= 5TEE"). 6. At length {i%. 7. His breath and
strength being spent=because his breath and strength were spent.
8. To steal away {f%. 9: The dance was nearly over Ml
gc.  10. Close beside him #7e Hf4. -~ 11. He is worthy to be a king’s
son (URMALLT
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“Yes,” said the other, with a laugh that
sounded spiteful;! “they are just like the feet
Princess Mayblossom used to have,® before she
washed them in the Growing Well. Her father
has sent far and wide in search of® a doctor who
can make them small again. But nothing in this
world can do it, except the water of the Fairy
Fountain, and none but* we and the nightingales
know where it is.”

“One would not care to let everybody know
of it,”” said the first little lady, ‘for, if such great
crowds of people would come, there would be no
peace for milés around.” But you will surely
send word to® the sweet” princess, who was so
kind to® our birds and butterflies, and who
danced so much like one of ourselves?”

“Not I, said the spiteful fairy. “Her
father cut down the very cedar that I loved best'

1. With a laugh that sounded spitefu &%, 2. Used to
have BA3VEr45 - 3. Has sent far and wide in search of JFA{Eg (far
and wide F B, MBE A4 ; in search of $55%). 4. None but... A...4}
BEt{b A 5. There would be no peace for miles around JjE#¥al
M. L (B A BN, PEBEFHERT). 6. To send word
to ik, #¥rifs. 7. Sweet {:f5i8RNYy. 8. Was so kind to. .. (&, ..
#$#§. 9. Not I=Iwillnot. 10. The very cedar that I loved best £
R '
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o

in the whole forest, and had it made into a chest
in which to hold his money.! Besides, I never
liked the princess—every one praised her so.
But come, we shall be too Jate for the last dance.”

CHAPTER VI

Fairyfoot Runs Away

When the little ladies were gone, Fairyfoot
was so filled with an_der that he could sleep no
more.? He did not think it strange that the
fairies should praise his feet, for they® were much
the same as* their® own.

But it filled him with surprise that Princess
Mayblossom’s father should be vexed at® hers’
growing large. Moreover, since he found there
were really other places in the world beside
Stumpingham, he thought he would like to see
this princess and her country.

1. Had it made into a chest in which to hold his money BIgtk83% -
&4 (itdg cedar). . 2. Was so filled with wonder that he could
sleep no more ¥ HPRE, BORBEYR- 3. They §8 his feet. 4. Much
the same as...3&{]... 5. Their §§ the fairies’. 6. Should be vexed
at...pM...5%. 7. Hers g Princess Mayblossom’s feet.
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When Robin Goodfellow came to take him
home, he dared not let the little man know that
he had overheard anything. Never was the boy!'
so unwilling to get up® as on-that morning, and all
day he was so weary that in the afternoon he fell
asleep,® with his head resting on a clump of rushes.

It* was not often that any one thought of
lroking after® him and the sickly sheep; but it so
chanced® that toward evening’ the old shepherd,
Fleecefold, thought he would see how things went
on in the pastures.®

Now, Fleecefold had a very bad temper, and
no sooner did he catch sight of? Fairyfoot
sleeping, and the flock straying, than'® he began
to shout ‘at the boy with all his might,'" and to
shake his big stick at him. . His voice was so loud
that it woke TFairyfoot, who, seeing the thick
stick,'? began to run away.

1. Never was the boy...=The boy was never.... 2. To get up
g 3. Fell asleep A [E. 4. It 45 that any one...sickly sheep.
5. Looking after 3%, 85, fBEMUIE “BA” 5. 6. It so chanced
(=it so happened) {f§%. 7. Toward evening {583, 8. How things
went on in the pastures 3i3g b BERIN{T. 9. To catch sight of B.°
1o. No sooner...than...—§...¢p.... 11. With all his might #}
#1. 12, Seeing the thick stick (=when he saw the thick stick) JLt.
ik
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On came TFleecefold as fast as his great feet
would carry him;' and Fairyfoot, seeing no other
shelter from his anger,? fled into the forest, and
never stopped till he reached the banks of a swift
stream ®

Thinking that it might lead him to the
fairies’ dan'cing—ground,4 he followed the stream
for many an hour® Tt wound away into the
heart of the forest,® flowing through dells, falling
over mossy rocks, and at last leading the boy,
when he was tired and night had fallen,” to a
grove of great rose-trees.

Here the bright moon made it as light as
day, and scores of® nightingales sang in the
branches. In the midst of the grove was a clear
spring, bordered by banks of lilies, and Fairyfoot
sat down by it? to rest himself and to listen.

1. On came Fleecefold as fast as his great feet would carry him
(-L-.-'Fleecefold came on as fast as his great feet would carry him)
Fleecefold R HreEfTH M AIIEH. 2. Seeing no other shelter from
his anger (=because  he saw no other shelter from his anger) [§RY}4s
BB, 3. A swift stream Pz . 4. It might lead him to the
fairies’ dancing-ground St {#:X7 512 EA BE2 i (it $§ the stream).
5. For many an hour £8%, 3. 6. It wound away into the heart of
the forest PEiIEa%E [FARKZ duts. 7. Night had fallen [jE3ER.
8.. Scores of 1, &% (score ZF). - 9. Sat down by it ILEF (it
{5 the spring).
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The singing was so sweet that he could have
listened for ever,' but soon the nightingales left
off? their songs, and began to talk tdgether in the
“silence of the night.?

“What boy is that,” said one perched on a
branch above his head, ‘“who sits so lonely by the
Fairy Fountain? He has such small and hand-
some feet that he cannot have come from
Stumpingham.”* v

“QOh, np,” said another; “he must have com |
from the west country. I wonder® how he foune
his way.”

“Why,"® said the third nightingale, ‘“that i
easy enough. What had he to do but? to follow
the ground-ivy which grows over height and
hollow, bank and bush,’ from the lowest gate of
the king’s kitchen garden® to the root of this
rose-tree? He looks a wise boy, and I hope he

1. The singing was so swest that he could have listened for eve
ESATRNR, XTI RE (for ever )kAR). 2. Left off {3k, - 3. In
the silence of the night ja%;, KEFUiE2 6%, 4. He cannot have come
from Stumpingham {356 Stumpingham. 5. Wonder {5z,
6. Why gt B{E 58N, LGS, 7. What had he to do but. ..

& SHEAFIE. 8. Over height and hollow, bank and bush B
e 9. Kitchen garden 5.
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will keep the secret,! or? we shall have all the
west country here, dabbling in our fountain, and
leaving us no rest either to talk or to sing.”

CHAPTER VII

The Princess Mayblossom

So long ‘as the birds kept on speaking,
Fairyfoot was too much lost in wonder even to
think.®* But, by-and-by,* when they stopped
talking, and began to sing, he thought that it
might be as well for himto follow the ground-ivy,
and in his way reach the king’s palace.®

“Not only,” said he, “shall I see the Princess
Mayblossom, but I shall get rid of¢ Rough Ruddy,
the sickly sheep, and the cross old shepherd.”

It was a long journey; but he went on and
on,’ eating fruits and wild berries by day,® and

1. To keep the secret BLsy:gi%d:. 2, Or 784, 174, 3. So long
as the birds képt on speaking, Fairyfoot was too much lost in wonder
even to think Z £k ¥ %2352 85, Fairyfoot TR, JLE#iLE (So long
as...&...0%; kept on 5§ 4k, toco much j{ik; lost in wonder #13).
4. By-and-by #:f. 5. He thought that it might be as well for him
to follow the ground-ivy, and in this way reach the king’s palace %
7 AT SRS IR TS (as well=rather right, convenient, or proper
than otherwise; in this way fjij&). 6. [To] get rid of Fag. = 7. He
went on and on {EFNLE. 8. By day HIS-
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sleeping in the hollows of old trees by night." He
never lost sight of? the ground-ivy, which led him
over height and hollow, past bush “and brake,
right through the forest.?

On leaving the forest,* he came to a noble
high-road,® which ran past waving fields and
pretty villages. It led towards a great city, and
ended at last beside a low, old-fashioned gate at
the bottom of° the king’s kitchen garden. This
gate was thought too mean for even the servants,’
and had not been opened for seven years,

 There was no use knocking,® for the gate
was overgrown with moss and tall weeds; so,
being an active boy, he climbed over, and walked
through the garden. He had not gone far® when
a white fawn came f{risking by, and he heard a
soft voice saying sadly, “Come back, come back,
my fawn! I cannot run and play with you now,
my feet have grown so heavy.”

1. By night #%). 2. Lost sight of 4i. 3. Over height and
hollow, past bush and brake, right through the forest #g1lig;, 8Bk,
#igFf3k. 4. Onleaving the forest BEpgi#k. 5. Noble high-road X
%, 5. 6. At the bottom of...%. .. . 7. Too mean for
even the servant BpIS{E{RBTMAASES;. 8. There was no use knocking
BiZz#i2. 9. Hehad not gone far {2, 1&f7h. - 10. Came
frisking by BXEERE.
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Looking round, Fairyfoot saw the most
beautiful young princess in the world, dressed in
snow-white, and wearing a wreath of roses on her
golden hair. She was walking very slowly, as the
great people of Stumpihgham did, for her feet
were as large as theirs.

After her came six young ladies,' also dressed
in white, and walking slowly. They could not, of
course,? go in front of® the princess, though their
feet were just as small as Fairyfoot’s.

The boy at once guessed that this must be
the Princess Mayblossom. Making her a humble
bow,* he said, ‘“Royal Princess, I have heard
how much you are troubled,® because your feet
have grown so large. In my country that is all
the fashion. For years -past, I have been
wondering in vain’ what would make mine grow.
But though I cannot help myself, I think I can
help you.

1. After her came six young ladies=Six young ladies came after
her. 2. Of course Fi#&; 7i#R. 3. Infrontof...%...WiEf. 4. Mak-
ing her a humble bow M 2 &5%%443. 5. How much you are troubled
b gd s S8 6. For years past BZH:R, AR. 7. Have been

wondering in vain 248 (in vain $2%).
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“I know of a fountain that will make your
feet smaller and neater than ever they were
before. I will show it to you, if the king, your
father, will give you leave! to come with me.

“You must take with you two of your maids
that are the least given to talking,? and the most
silent man in all the king’s household. It would
very much offend the fairies and the nightingales,
if we made the fountain known to everybody.”

CHAPTER VII1

The Princess at the Fairy Fountain

On hearing such goods news, the princess
danced for joy, in spite of her large feet,® and she
and her six maids took Fairyfoot into the palace..
They at once brought him before the king and
queen, who were seated* in a grand hall, with all
the lords and ladies of the court around them.

The lords were taken by surprise® to see a
ragged, bare-footed boy brought in among them,

1. [To] give you leave #E{, fEFik. 2. That are the least given
to talking SARFakilK, SIS H. 3. On hearing such good news,
the princess danced for joy, in spite of her large feet 234> R¥ERE, i
MR, B 4. Were seated 43, 5. Were taken by surprise
B
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while the ladies thought that Princess Mayblossom
must have gone mad.! But Fairyfoot, making a
humble bow, told his story to the king and queen,
and wished to set out® with the princess that very
day.?

At first the king would not believe there
could be any use in this, because so many great
doctors had failed to* make the Princess May-
blossom’s feet any less. The lords and ladies
laughed poor Fairyfoot to scorn;® the pages
wanted to turn him out® for a cheat; the chief
nobles said that he ought to be put to death” for
telling the king a falsehood.

Faityfoot was- wishing himself safe in the
forest again, or even keeping the sickly sheep,
when® the queen began to speak. Being a wise
woman, she said to her husband, “Do you notice
what nice feet this boy has? There may be some
truth in his story.

1. Must have gone mad SEHER. 2. To set out ki@, 3. That
very day EpH. 4. Had failed to 735E. 5. Laughed...to scorn 3§
&, ... 6. Wanted fo turn him out ZKEIEZ. 7. He ought to be
put to death {4 8%E. 8. When A8, ez
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“For the sake of' our only daughter? we
must let slip no chance of® helping her. I will’
choose the two maids who talk least, and will
send with them my steward, who is the most
silent man in the house. All these shall* go with
the princess to take care of® her, and who knows
but that our sorrow may be turned into joy?’®

After some time’ the king gave his consent,
though it was against the advice of all his nobles.
The two maids, the silent steward, and her fawn,
which would not stay behind,® were sent with the
Princess Mayblossom, and they all set out after
dinner.

Fairyfoot had hard work keeping them along
the track of the ground-ivy.® The maids and
the steward did not like the brambles and the
rough roots of the forest; and they thought it

1. For the suke of 1. 2. Only daughter B#&#%. 3. Let slip
no chance of. ... .. 28 6. 4. Shall 444238 - 5. To take
care of Biif}. 6. Who knows but that our sorrow may be turned into
joy? (=who knows that our sorrow may not be turned into joy?) ¥4
SR THE ST, 7. After some time 4. 8. ‘Would not stay
behind TEUSH. 9. Had hard work keeping them along the track of
the ground-ivy 430HE4vEN BT I, HIARIAE.
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hard to eat fruits and berries, and sleep in hollow
trees. But the princess went on with a brave
heart,’ and at last they reached the grove of rose-
trees, and the spring with lilies growing round
it,

First the steward washed in the spring; and
‘though his hair had been gray, and his face full
‘of wrinkles,? the young nobles at the court
envied him his beauty for years after.? Then the
maids washed, and from that day onward they
were looked upon as the fairest ladies at the
palace.

Last of all,* the princess washed. It could
“make her no fairer in face,’ but the moment her feet
touched the water, they began to grow less, and
when she had washed and dried them three times,?
they were as small and finely shaped as Fairyfoot’s
own.

1. Went on with a brave heart BE#S. 2. And his face full of
wrinkles (=and his face (had been] full of wrinkles) Bi#ktisE. .3. For
years after {4 4. 4. Last of all k. 5. It could make her no
fairer in face FREH A MA. 6. The moment her feet touched
the water=as soon as her feet ifouched the water {the moment
W) 7. Three times Z%
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CHAPTER IX
A Héppy Ending

There was great joy among them at the
change in the Princess Mayblossom’s feet. But
TFairyfoot could not help saying in a sad voice,' “If
there had only been a well that would have made .
my feet large, my father and mother would not
have cast me off, nor sent me to live among the
shepherds.”

“Cheer up,”? said the Princess Mayblossom;
“if you want to make your feet larger, there is a
well in this very forest that will serve your
purpose.®* Last summer, I came with my father
and his woodmen to see a great cedor cut down,
of which he meant to make money-chest.

“While they were busy with* the cedar, I
saw a bramble-branch thick with berries, some
black, some red, and some green. It was the

1. But Fai:yfoot could not help saying in a sad voice fii Fairyfoot
FEGERMEER (could not help F4%). 2. Cheer'up ¥eBkat, il
#£. 3. [To} serve your purpose sy fi}, @ithc:z )il. 4. Busy with.. N
R
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lIongest branch that ever grew, I think, but for the
sake of the berries, I went on and on. T came at
last to the root, which grew hard by' a muddy-
looking well, with banks of dark-green moss, in
the deepest part of the forest.

“The day was warm and dry,® and my feet
were sore with® the rough ground; so I took off
my scarlet shoes, and washed my feet in the well.
But as I washed they grew larger every minute,
and until to-day nothing has been able to make:
them less. I saw the bramble as we came
along;* indeed, it is not far away, and as you have
shown me the Fairy Fountain, I will show you
the Growing Well.”

Up rose Fairyfoot and Princess Mayblossom,
and ran off in search of® the bramble. After a
time® they came to where its root grew in the
deepest dell of the forest, hard by the muddy-
looking well with the banks of dark-green” moss.
Fairyfoot sat down to wash, but at that moment

1. Hard by Higg. 2. The day was warm and dry H§R
.#k. 3. Sore with...[...W#li. 4. As we came along FR{FHfT
8%. 5. Insearch of 2. 6. After a time jtf{. 7. Dark-green g
53:1:5 8
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he heard a sound of music, and knew.it' was the
fairies going to their dancing ground.

“If my feet grow large,” said the boy to
himself, “how shall I dance with them?” Rising
quickly, he took the Princess Mayblossom by the
hand. The fawn followed them; the maids and
the steward followed it, and all followed the
music through the forest.

At last they came to the flower-decked
®reen.? Robin Goodfellow bade the company
welcome for Fairyfoot’s sake,® and gave every
one a drink of the fairy liquid. They danced
from the rosy sunset till the gray dawn,® and
nobody was tired; but before the lark began to
sing,” Robin took them all safe home, as he used
to® take Fairyfoot.

There was great joy that day in the palace,
because Princess Mayblossom’s feet were made
small again. The king gave Fairyfoot all kinds

. It MY fairies 3. 2. The flower-decked green BISEIE
M2 Wi, 3. Bade the company welcome for Fairyfoot's sake y5%
AR Fairyfoot. 4. From the rosy sunset till the gray dawn f H#%
HERY] (rosy B gray g 7K (adh). 5. Before the lark began to
sing FHAA (WW “WHRYI"). 6. Used to 15
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of! fine clothes and rich jewels; and when they
heard his strange story, both king and queen
asked him to live with them as their son.

In course of time®? Fairyfoot and Princess
Mayblossom were married, and are still as happy
as the days are long.* When they go to visit
Stumpingham, they always wash their feet in
the Growing Vi¢ll, so that the royal family may
not think them a disgrace.*

But when they come back, they make haste
to® the Fairy Fountain. The fairies and the
nightingales look upon Fairyfoot and Princess
Mayblossom, the maids and the steward, as their
friends, because they have kept the secret to
themselves, and there is still peace and quiet in
the grove of rose-trees.

1. All kinds of #§#8. 2. In course of time J4%. 3. As happy as

the days are long WIE “HEL—-WFAZA” B FEmgrrp
id.” 4. So that the royal family may not think them a disgrace {§1£x

B AELUEHERES. 5. Make haste to f#ifE.
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Dapple Gray

CHAPTER 1

There was once a man who had three sons.
To two of them he had given so much money and
so many acres of land, that there was nothing left
for his third son.?

“I will go out into the world, and seek a
fortune for myself,”’? said the lad, when he found?®
he must expect nothing from his father.*

With no money and only a little food, he set
off.> He walked on and on until he came to the
king’s palace, and there he asked to be hired as a
servant.® As he was a handsome youth and well
set up,” the king agreed to' take him into his
service.®

1. There was nothing left for his third son s#H@SUE=F. 2.1
will go out into the world and seek a fortune for myself £:giMisbr it
&: 8- 3. Found (=perceived) 51, 4. 4. He must expect nothing
from his father=[that) he must expect nothing from his father. 3. Set
off #ui2. 6. He asked to be hired as a servant $35{35 St
7- Well set up (=well*formed) FF#8fE. 8. Agreed to take him into
‘his service £ 8% .

39
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Just about this time' the only daughter of
the king had been stolen from the .palace by a
wicked giant. The king was ‘overcome with
grief,? and sent a herald through all the land, to
say that the man who could rescue the princess
should have her for his wife, and a half of the
kingdom as well.?

Many brave men set out to do so; but as not
one of them ever came back to the palace, it was
thought* that they had been killed by the giant.

The lad who ha'd'taken service with the king
was filled with a desire to go and try his luck
also;® but this the king would not allow.®
“Where so many strong men have failed, it would
be but folly for a lad of your age to try,”” he
said.

1. Just about this time §#pEEE. 2. Was overcome with grief &
. 3. Sent a herald through all the land, to say that the man
who could rescue the princess should have her for his wife, and a half
of the kingdom as well H2H, & ARREALE, BUALSE, 13
L2 . 4. Tt was thought &} 5. The Iad who had taken
service with the king was filled with a desire to go and try his luck also
BSSER 2P, AREIEY(E (and=in order to; try his luck ¥, 17
Kr). 6. But this the king would not allow=byt the king would not
allow this. 7. Where so many strong men have failed, it would be
but folly for a lad of your age to try fithe2 kel #%, UT-2E0M2 5
A2, Bk MR where=whereas),
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When the lad had been at the palace for a
year, he longed to go home, that he might see his
father and mother once again.! So he left the
service of the king, and made his way back-to his
native place.?

As he drew near to his old home, he was so
glad at the thought of what was before him,?
that he began to sing as he went along.*

But his song was soon hushed, for no sooner
had he come within sight of the house than he
met his two brothers,® who told him that both
his father and mother were dead. He also
learned that his brothers had shared all their
father’s goods between them.

“But is there nothing at all left for me out of
the goods our father and mother owned?”’® he
asked.

1. Once again (=once more) Fi, f. 2. So he left the service of
the king, and made his way back to his native place ¥c4&&R¥T4¢, Wi K&
f8 (made his way=went}. = 3. What was before him $§2 &jik. 4. He
began to sing as he went along i IL{T HLEk. 5. No sooner had he
come within sight of the house than he met his two brothers #ly§i 3
J%, CBRR (to come within sight of...f...) 6. But is there
nothing at all left for me out of the goods our father and mother
owned? MRURTLRBUBEREZ W, BE-PPREFR (out of.. FA...
Zh; goods FedL R fE “EhE" #).
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“You were so long away that we thought
you had been eaten by the beasts of the forest,’”?
was the reply. ‘“One day a woodman came to us
with a tale of having seen just such a lad as you®
overcome by a pack of wolves,® so then®* we
made sure® you were dead.”

“But you see that lad was not I, for I was at
the king’s palace all the time.® Now that” I find
you both well-oft and rich, I should like to have a
share of what should have been mine.”®

“We will not give up® any of the land or
money,” said the two brothers, “but out on the hill
you will find twelve mares, and to these you are
welcome, if you care to take them for your share.”®

Seeing that shere was no chance of getting
anything better,!’ the lad at once set off up the
hill to where'? the mares were feeding.

1. You were so long away that we thought you had been eaten by
the beasts of the forest #iefesFHA, THUIKESKHNREAR. 2
Just'such alad as you SificHi# 2> gy#g. 3. Overcome by a pack of wolves
FERMNAR. 4. So then Hdik. 5. Made sure g2, 6. All the time #4§%
7. Now that 4¢¢. 8. I should like to have a share of what should
have been mine S IKMAFIEIS 257 9. [To] give up 573K, A#RMLITE
UHSIE" #3. 10. To these you are welcome, if you care to take them
for your share {Jik 8L Rk 2 574, IPEEE R 2, Welcome to (=free
to have) BTN (Ri4F83%).  11. Seeing that there was no chance of
getting anything better [RimiLiPtE4h2#8 (seeing that—coasidering

-that). 32, To where=to the place in which,
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When he reached the place, he found that
each mare had a foal. One of these was a
dapple gray,! and so fine a foal, that it was
already almost twice the size of any of the
others.

He went up to it and patted it. “A fine
fellow you are, and glad I am to have you/for my
own,”’? he said.

“Yes,” said the foal, “I know I am big and
well-grown’;* but if only you would sell the other
eleven foals, so that* I might have their food
as well as my own, in a year’s time® you
would find it hard to find another foal to equal
me.”’®

The lad took the foal’s advice,” and seld all
the other foals, then, as he had no home to which
he Acould, go, he roamed the country in search of®

work.

' 1. Dapple gray kfaifkgsk). 2. Glad I am to have you for my
own (=I am glad to have you for my own) £%L¥FZEH. 3. Well-
grown H . 4. So that fifi. 5. In a year's time —gplf%. 6. To
équa; me Y R, 3EEgk . 7. Took the foal's advice R 2T
8. In search of &13.
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CHAPTER II

When the year had passed, the lad went to
the hill to see how the foal had fared.! As soon
as he came within sight,? a fine colt ran up to him,
and put its nose into his hand.

Yes, what the foal had said was quite true;
such a colt of a year old® had surely never been
seen before. It was so tall, and yet* so sleek,
that its owner had hard work to climb upon its
back.?

“Ah!” he said, “I am glad now that I sold all
the others, if that is what has made you grow into
such a fine fellow. I will take you to the palace,
for I know the king will give me much gold for
such a fine colt as you are”,

“No,” said the colt, “do not take me away
from here yet. Let me run free on the hill with
my mother for one year more, and then you shall
see how big and strong I have grown.”

1. How the foal had fared Bz JRUL 44T 2. As soon as he came
within sight #§1lifi. 3. A colt of a yearold —j52B). 4. And yet
M. 5. Had hard work to climb upon its back BELIERILAP E (R0
“BELIESR").
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So the lad bade farewell to* the colt, and
went off on his travels once more. But as soon
as the year was up® he came ‘back, eager to see
how much the colt had grown while he had been
away.

As before, it came running to meet him,
glad that its master had returned. _“Wh’at! can
you really be the young thing I left a year ago?”.
cried the lad, for the colt was now far bigger than
its mother.?

“I’'m sure* the king has no such horse as
you in his stables. I will take you there at once,
that we may see;> but I do not mean to part
with you except at a very good price.”’

“Don’t part with me yet,” pleaded the colt.
“If you will leave me here but one year more,
you will* find there is no horse to come up to me
in all the land.” I will serve you well, if you will

1. Bade farewell to $3. 2. The year was up=the year was past.
3. For the colt was now far bigger than its mother [t &3t B KRILTE
% 4% (far bigger=very much bigger). 4. I'm sure (=I am sure) 4
Pkl 5. That we may see F{§uff#f5fl. 6. But I do not mean to
part with you except at a very goéd price SASRYEEH, TEkibik.
7. There is no horse to come up to me in all the land 2 2 13
BL& 3% (to come up to=to equal).
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grant me just these twelve months more in which
to run free on the hillside.”

Now the lad sorely wanted! to carry off the
colt there and then ;2‘but in the end® he let it
have its way,* and left it to roam as it would?®
for one year more.

‘When, however, the year was up, he sped
with eager steps® up the hill. At the top stood
the colt, now grown so tall and stout that its
form seemed to tower above everything else.”

“Well,® my beauty,” said the lad, “I think
I did right to leave you after all® Who would
have thought that a three-year-old colt could be
so big and fine as you are? How shall I mount
you? You are far too tall for me to be able to
climb upon your back.”

But at these words™ the horse lay down
upon the ground, and thus'' the youth was able

1. Sorely wanted JLgk, B5K. _ 2. There and then=at that place
and at that time. 3. In the end (=at last) 8%, - 4. Let it have its
{vay EILBTER, WEFARES. 5. As it would (=as it wished) IB]. 6. Sped
with eager steps Jiii. 7. To tower above everything else &£ ity
=z k. 8. Well F5H)&Y, YimyEss. g. I did right to leave you after
all 2 Wik, BHBIIEE 10. At these words —BH LR, 11. And
thus $ & B,
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to mount; then the great animal rose to its feet,!
ready® to carry its master where he would. .

The lad first rode to his old home. When
‘his two brothers saw the horse he rode, they were
overcome with ‘surprise,® for never had they seen
such a lovely creature before. “Where did you
get such a horse? - It must be worth a fortune,’*
they cried.

“It is the foal of one of the mares you gave
me,” was the lad’s reply. *And now, if you will
only get me for my horse® the best shoes that
ever were made, and .the grandest saddle and
bridle to be found in the land, I will make you a
present of® the twelve mares which are still upon
he hillsides.”

“Ah yes, that will we gladly do,”” said the
two- brothers, for they thought that if one horse
that came from the hillside was like this, perhaps
they too might find a prize among the other twelve.

1. Rose to its feet g2Xr. 2. Ready Hffi. 3. Were overcome
with surprise REEEHR. 4. It must be worth a fortune P HH%
#. 5. Get me for my horse: . . BHE/HIE.... 6. Make you a present

f... Bl . T 7. That will we gladly do (=we will gladly do
that) S E EFHRE. :
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CHAPTER III

- At last, with shoes and saddle and bridle the
like of which' had never been seen before, the
youth, 'who had named his horse Dapple Gray,
set off to the palace.

“Mind,”’? said the horse, as it raced over the
ground tintil the stones flew from under its feet,?
“mind that when you' come to the palace, you ask
for? a good stable for me, and see that I get the
best of food.””?

“I will be sure to see to that,”® was the lad’s
reply.

“And there is one thing more,”’” the horse
went on.® ‘“Do not sell me yet, however high a
price the king may offer, for I shall be able to
serve you when money would be of no use at all,””

1. The like of which $g#t243. 2. Mind (=you mind) .&. 3. As
it raced over the ground until the stones flew from under its feet #it
ZEEBNS X BATIPER. 4. Ask for 35 IR, 5. The best of food #
¥z . 6. Iwill be sure to see to that S LHEKML (to see to=to
look after, to be attentive to). 7. And there is one thing more F47
—2t. . 8. Wenton 5. 9. Do not sell me yet, however high a price
the king may offer, for I shall be able to serve you when money would
be of no usc at all LRHMER, FHRE, BFTRMILS L /a2
.
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The lad gave his promise! to do as Dapple
Gray had said, and not long after® they came within
sight of the palace, for you may be sure it did not
take long® to cover? the ground with such a horse.

When the lad halted at the great door of the
palace, the king was just coming down the steps.
He stared hard® when he saw this huge -horse,
with such a gbodly rider upon its back:

“Such a horse and such a rider I never saw
in my life® before. Where. can- they have come
from?”’" he said. At that moment, the lad,
leading the horse by the bridle, came up to where
the king stood.

“Sire!”® he said, holding his hat in his
hand,” “ will you take me into your service? I,
and my good horse here, will serve you well, and
do all your bidding,"™ if only you will take me
into your household.

1. Gave his promise F&f. 2. Not long after:R 8, 7K. 3. It
did not take long- Efi?a:gf,. 4. To cover (=to pass over) {7
. 5. Stared hard @ik, 6. In my life frz—4&:; 7. 7. Where
can they have come from? % {af 1% (can have come can come
2 present perfect form). 8. Sire BT, 9. Holding his hat in his
hand $FAT (K “RIGHRA")- 10. [To] do all your bidding 3
G, HEATRES.
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“There is but one thing which I must ask in
return,? and that?® is that you will give my horse
the best stable in the palace, and good food .in
plenty.? For myself I ask nothing.”"

“Very well,” said the king, “it shall be as
you say.* The best shall be given to that fine

~animal of yours, and you shall be one of my
knights.” He- at once gave orders® that the
horses of -all the other knights were to be turned
out of® the best stable, that’ Dapple Gray might
have it to himself.®

Now it made the knights very angry that
their horse should be turned out of the best
stable, to make room for® the horse of a stranger.

They did all they could to worry and annoy
this ““upstart,”’® as they called him; but ‘the
young man did not seem to mind in the least."

1. In return L3R, 2. That=the thing which I must ask in
return. 3. In plenty £22. 4. It shall be as you say BikfF=fit
(shall FTRERTR). 5. Gave orders ¥y $. 6. Were to be turned out
of...5%M.... 7 Tbat{#, f# 8. Might have it to himself f#1
. 9 Tomakeroom for...15.. .5 M}i5%. r10. They did all they

could to worry and annoy this “upstart” H%F FHEISULFEZ AL
g. 11 Did not seem to mind in the least ST K.
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He went calmly on his way, and took no notice
of *their taunts and jeers.

One day they found out that he was the lad
who had been in the king’s service three years
before, and it came back to their minds? that he
had then wanted to go and rescue the princess.

“That will be a good way in which to get rid
of® him,” they cried. So they went to the king
and said to him, “This is the youth who, three
years ago, wished to go and rescue the princess
from the hands of the giant. Then you forbade
him, seeing that* he was so young; but now
that® he was grown to.be such a strong youth,
and has such a splendid horse, would it not be
well® to send him to see what he can do?”

- They said ‘this, knowing full well’ that no
knight who set out for the giant’s cave had ever
yet returned.

The king, who still grieved sorely for his
daughter, called his new knight to him. “I am

‘1, Took no notice of 73§. 2. It came back to their minds £;45
{i%k. 3. Togetridof ##. 4. Seeing that . 5. Now that 2.
6. Would it not be'well.. .? FHfEFR. 7. Knowing full well {EH1.
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told,”* he said, “that in days gone by? you
made a promise to rescue the princess. The tir;e
has now come for you either to keep that
promise,? or* to be put in prison.”’?

In vain® did the young man plead that he
had never made such a promise; the king would
not listen, and only told him to be gone.

CHAPTER IV

Feeling very sad, the youth went into stable,
and was fondling his horse, when all at once’ it
said, “How is it, my master; that you are so sad
to-day? Tell me what ails you,® and perhaps I
may be able to help you.”

So the lad told him what the ki,ng had said,
adding that he felt sure it® was the other knights

who had formed the scheme, as a means of get-
ting rid of him.

1. Iam told $§:%, §#£6]. 2. Ia days gone by f:fl. 3. To keep
that promise {¢35iLH. 4. Either...or...3%..3®.... 5. To be put
inprison F3&. 6. In vain 483 7. All atonce 248 8. Tell me
what ails you FRIEMHIETE. o It ERLFEE knights 2%, 10. As

1 means of getting rid of him LXE#{H, 2 &F.
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“Oh,” said Dapple Gray, *“never fear! We
will get the better of' them yet, for I will help
you to rescue the princess. But first you must go
and ask for twelve pounds of steel, and out of
that® you must have shoes made for me by the
finest smith in the land.”

The lad went to the king and told him that
he was willing to try to rescue the princess, if the
king would give him twelve pounds of fine steel,
and have it made into shoes for his horse by the
best smith in the land.

This the kihg was quite ready® to do.
Meanwhile all the knights mocked at the lad, and
said that it was well he could talk, for it would
soon be proved that he could do nothing else.

The lad, however, only waved them a cheery
farewell*- as he .rode out of the cburt-yard on
Dapple Gray, whose new shoes raised such a cloud
of dust that both horse and rider were soon out of
sight.®

1. To get the better of f5. 2. Out of that BI¥t. 3. Reddy
qubt Berk “E1” $2fR, & This the king. . .to do, gy the king was quite
willing to do this. 4. Waved them a cheery farewell ) BHR T LI
REBMZE. s Out of sight R
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When they came.to the foot of the hill on
which the giant lived, the lad found it was so
steep and smooth -that it was almost like an
upright sheet of glass. 'But Dapple Gray went at
the hill with all the zeal of a young horse full of
mettle.

When, however, he had gone but a little way,
his feet slipped, and down came horse and rider to
the bottom. Nothing daunted,! the gallant steed
made at® it again, and this time they were quite’
half-way up when his feet slipped, and down they
came with a noise like thunder.

“This is the third time, and do it T will,”?
the lad heard Dapple Gray whisper to himself.
This time the horse dashed at the hill with such a
force that the stones flew round the ears of his
rider. But the top of the hill was reached, and
the lad rode on to the cave where the giant
lived.

He stayed for a moment to listen; then,
finding that all was still, he slid softly from his

1, Nothing daunted (=being dauntless) WmEF R :2.' Made"at'iﬁ'
£. 3. And do it I will=and I will do it F&®KR.
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horse, and crept inside. At first he thought the
cave was empty; then he saw a pile of straw at
one end, and on the straw lay the princess, fast
asleep.

So lovely did the maiden appearr as she lay
there, that the lad was 1o longer! sorry that he
had been sent to save her.

Feari'ng.the return of the giant, he at once
took her in his arms,? and mounted Dapple ' Gray,'
reédy to return to the.palace. But before they
could start, there was a noise and a clatter
such as the lad had never heard before, and
the form of the giant appeared at the top of the
hill.

“Don’t fail me® now, my galiant ‘horse,”
said the youth; and in answer to* the lad’s
voice, Dapple Gray raced down the hill at
such a pace that the giant was soon left far
behind.

1. No longef Tijz “2. Took her in his arms #1Z. 3. Don't fail
me A5k - 4. Inanswer to HRgi.
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CHAPTER V

When the young man and the princess
reached the palace, the king was overcome with-
joy! that his daughter was back at last, and was
eager to keep his promise® to reward the youth
who had saved her.

But before he had time to settle when the
wedding should be,® the knights came to him, and
said that -the new knight did not deserve the
reward, as he - had received help from other
people, though from whom they could not say.

“But it* is he who has brought back my
daughter, and I have given my word;® so what
am I to do?”’® asked the king.

“““Give him some other task to perform, that
you may really test his worth,” before you allow
him to marry the princess, and rule over® half
your kingdom,” they said.

1. Was overcome with joy Aift. 2. To kesp his promise 4%
PEME, 8%#4. 3. Before he had time to settle when the wedding
should be HRRIFEHEN. 4 It HFJIUFE he 2% 5. I have
given my word SEHefL. 6. So what am I to do? KFZ 6.
7. To test his worth g FgE. 8. To rule over ik
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So the king called the lad to him, “My best
thanks are yours,” he said, “for giving me back
my daughter, and marry her you shall.! But
before you do so,2 I wish to give you one more
task, that I may be sure you are brave and of a
ready wit.”’®

The lad was rather hurt at this.* He had
thought that his work was done, and that the
king would at once have granted his reward.
However, he did not say what he thought; but
only replied, “If it is aught® that I can do, tell
me, and I will do it.”

“That is well spoken,” said the king. “Outside
the east wall of the palace is a high hill which
‘keeps the sun from shining into the windows®
that face that way. Your task will be to contrive
some means’ by which, the next time the sun

rises, its rays may reach those windows.”

1. And mafry her you shall=And you shail marry her. 2. You
do so=you marry her. 3. Of a ready wit #yEEiRiest 2 F. 4. Was
rather hurt at this BBEEUSEfC. 5. Aught (=anything) fshfl
H5: - 6. To keep the sun from shining into the windows {f [ St EA
#iA. 7. To contrive some means 3.
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When the lad heard what his task was to
be,' he was in despair.? Then he thought of his
good friend, Dapple Gray, and went to the stable
to tell him what he had to® do.

Dapple Gray did not seem to think the task
so hard as the lad had done.* “Give me new
shoes of the best steel there is to be found, and’
we shall be able to do it,”” he said.

The lad went to the king and said that if he
might have® for his horse new shoes made of the
very finest steel, he would do his best® to make
the sun shine into the east windows of the palace
when he rose the next day.

The king did not say him nay,” and as soon
as the horse was shod, the lad mounted, and rode
out to the hill by the light of the moon. :

When they reached the top of the hill, they
rode across and across it® all night long,° and
Dapple Gray gave such great leaps that at every,

1. What his task was to be FHLE{. 2. In despair »:.
3. Had to=must 24{. 4. Had done 3£) had thought. 5. [To]}
have (=to obtain) 74. 6. {To] do his best #x3:#). 7. Did not say
him nay #%:8, K. 8. Rode across and across it Mszpsk.
9. All night long 3i%4.
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leap the hill sank a little into the ground
below.

,So great was the noise of his hoofs that the
people in the city thought there was a storm, and
that it! was thunder which they heard.

When the king rose from his bed, he went to
the window to see what harm the storm had
done. At once he saw that the morning sun was
shining in, and that there was no trace of the hill
to be seen.

“Well, that must indeed be a clever lad,” he
said to himself. “TI will now let him marry my
daughter, and rule over the half of my kingdom,
for he has done the task which I set him.”®

But before he could see the lad to tell him
this, the bad knights came to him, and said they
had been told® it was the evil spirits who had
helped  the young man. It would be wiser, they
said, to set him one more task before placing so
much power in his hands. After a great deal of
talk,? the king at last agreed to this.

‘1. Tt fERILLEE thunder §2%. 2. The work which T set him 57
ik zd9. 3. They had beeu told $#B. 4. After a great deal of talk

ERRA.
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CHAPTER VI

When the lad got back to the palace, he went
straight to! the king. “I have come to claim my
reward,” he said.

“Wait a hit,”® said the king. “I am told
that to perform this task you called the evil
spirits to your aid.? Now such a thing I will not
have, so I shall give you a fresh task, which must
be done by you alone.”

“It is not fair,”* cried the lad. “I did the
task you set me with no help but that of my
good horse,® Dapple Gray. You do not keep your
word; but tell me what is the task you now wish
me to perform, and I will do it if I can.”

“It is this,” said the king. ‘“You spoke just
now of your horse, Dapple Gray. Well, when
you can bring me a horse as fine and as big for
the princess to ride, you shall have her for your
wife.”

1. Went straight to gp# (straight—immediately). -2. Wait a bit
. 3. Called the evil spirits to your aid RV ERE. 4. Itis
not fair $6¥EAAF. 5. With no help but that of my good horse &®
KB 5 B, Bi4eikEh (but—except, that §§ the help).
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“ But, sire, I do not think there is another
such horse in the world!” criéd the lad.

“That is for you to find out,” said the king
coldly; “but unless you wish to go to prison, see!
that such a horse stands by the great door of the
palace at noon to-morrow.’’

The poor lad made his way to the stables.
‘““Ah me,” he said to his faithful friend, “the king
has set me a task which I am sure I cannot
perform, even with your aid.”

“Cheer up,’ my master, and tell me of what
it consists,”* said the horse. “It may not be
quite so bad as you think.”

“It could not very well be worse,”® sighed
the lad. “Listen! By noon to-morrow I have to
find a horse as fine and well set-up as you. Now,
was I not right in saying that it could not be
done?” ‘

“Well,” said Dapple Gray, “it will not be
easy; but, on the other hand,® it can be done.

1. See ¥epriRiE “WE" K. 2. A* noon to-morrow ] H 45,
3. Cheer up Sa#2. 4. Of what it consists {5 mFf. 5. It could not
“very well be worse ji?ﬁﬁiﬁﬁ‘ﬁ;#}!t%. 6. But, on the other hand
(=but, on the contrary) #31. '
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There is such a horse; but it lives in a place where
wild beasts may attack us on every side.”

“«If there is even a chance, let us try,” cried
-the lad, eager to win the princess for his bride.!

“If you will do whdt I tell you, we will go
and see what we can do,” said the horse. “First,
you must get twelve sacks of grain, twelve slain
sheep,? and twelve ox-hides into which have been
driven twelve hundred sharp spikes, Besides
these,® we shall want.a barrel of tar.”

Having got from the king all the things that
Dapple Gray -had said would be needed, and
placed them upon the back of his steed, the lad
set off. He did not need to guide the horse, for it
seemed to know the way itself.

When they had left the royal palace many
miles behind them, all at once the horse said,
“Do you hear anything?”’

“Yes,” said the lad, “I hear a sound as of
the wings of many thousands of birds.”

1. Eager to win the princess for his bride {f— adjective phrase
qualifying “lad.”” 2. Slain sheep F¥FEZFE. 3. " Besides these

st



DAPPLE GRAY 63

«“Ah,” said the horse, ‘““these are the wild
birds flying through the woods. They are sent -to
stop us before we can reach the land beyond.
Cut a hole in the sacks of grain, and let it fall
gently out as we go along.”

The lad had no sooner done so than the air
round them was black with the birds ‘that had
come to eat up' horse and rider; but on seeing
the corn strewn all along the road, the birds flew
down to pick it up.

"Meanwhile Dapple Gray put- forth his best
speed,? and in a very short time® the flock of
birds was but as a black wall behind them,

CHAPTER VII

On and on} they went, through great forests,
and - over mountains and moors, until at last
Dapple Gray again began to prick up his ears.®
“Listen, my master, and tell me what you hear,”
he said.

1. Toeatup #Ff. 2. Put forth his best speed g ¥-h. 3. In
a short time A 2. 4. Onand on Rfs. 5. To prick up his ears
(=to listen with eager attention) BSH a¥a.
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“Oh, I hear such a growling and 'a roaring
‘that T begin fo feel afraid!” said the lad.

‘“Nay, you have nothing to fear,” was the
reply. “All you have to do, is to cast on the
gréund the twelve sheép. The noise you hear
comes froni the wild beasts of the forest. They
are sent to devour us, so that we may not enter
the land beyond; but if they see the sheep on the
road, they will not touch us.”

Even though' the horse ‘said this, the lad
clung Vefy tight to his good friend, Dapple Gray,
when he saw the hundreds upon hundreds?® of wild
beasts of all kinds® that were rushing down upon
them.

But as Dapple Gray had said, so soon as*
they saw the sheep lying upon the ground, the
beasts all made their way to thern, so that horse
and rider were able to pass through their midst
without hurt. | |

On and on ‘they went, until once again
Dapple Gray’ stopped, and stood with his ears

1. Even though g. 2. Hundreds upon hundreds Take. - 3. Of
all kinds #fE. 4. So soon as==as soon as.
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'DABPLE GRAY ;,w/
erect. - ““Tell me, my master, whit éo‘ you hear"’"f\
he asked. @

.

“T hear the nheigh of a horse far, far away in
the'djstance‘,” said the lad. '

- They went on a good bit more;' then Dapple
Grayfpéused, and began to neigh. “Now listen,
and tell me what you hear?” he said.

“I hear again the neigh of a Horse; but this
time it seems to be much nearer than before,”
was the reply.

“Ah!” said Dapple Gray, *“ wait until you hear
it a little closer still, and then you will know a
neigh really is. As soon as the horse comes in
sight, you must throw the ox-hides over me,
taking care that the spikes are on the outside.
Drop the tar barrel on the ground, and climb
yonder elm-tree as fast as you can.”

“But why may I not stay with you?” asked
the lad.

“Because I cannot fight with you on my
‘back,””? said Dapple Gray. “You will see, when

1. A'good bit more §¥% (§88%). 2. I cannot fight with you on
my back i t, FTHER-
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‘the horse comes, that flames will rush out of its
motth, and set the tar alight." - Then you must
watch the flames very carefully. If they fall, it
means that I am losing; but if they soar as high
as the tree in which you sit, then I shall have
won. You must take my bridle, and throw it
over the horse’s head, which will then be as tame
as a lamb.”

When he had said this, Dapple Gray gave yet
one more neigh, and there came back such a loud
neigh in answer that the lad thought the hills
would be rent asunder.?

““Look! there it comes! Throw the hides over
me, then up the tree you go,” cried Dapple Gray.

" The lad did not waste- much time when he
saw what a fierce-looking animal was rushing
towards them. Flames were coming out of ‘its
mouth, and the sparks set fire to® the barrel of
tar as the creature thundered past.

Then began the fight between Dapple Gray
and the strange horse, and so fierce was it* that

1. Set the tar alight AMmbssy. 2, The hills weuld be rent
asunder IASRIZIR. 3. Set fire to £8735. 4. It 3§ the fight.
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the stones flew up even to where the lad sat in
the elm-tree. A

They fought and bit at each other, and the
lad saw .that the flames of- the burning tar
sometimes rose and sometimes fell.' Once they
fell so low that the young man’s heart sank within
 him, for he feared that the battle was at an end.2

In a very few minutes, however, up sprang
the flames again, and-this time so high that the
lad could feel their warmth upon his face.

He slipped down out of the tree, and ran to
where the fight had taken place. There lay the
strange horse panting upon the ground. It was
easy work to slip the bridle over its head, and it
rose to his feet® as gentle as a lamb.
 Then the lad climbed upon its back, and rode
it gently home,* while his old friend trotted along
by their side. The strange horse was black as
coal; but in size and shape it was an exact to
Dapple Gray.

1. Sometimes rose and sometimes foll aﬁﬂ-ﬂ'ﬂ,’@, BRI 2. At
an end $x1k, &Y. 3. Rose toits feet ¥ ig. . 4. Home fest Bk
adverb Jj.
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CHAPTER VIII

Just as the sun reached its height in the
heavens,! the lad rode up to the door of the
palace, where stood the king, who was waiting to
see how he had fared.

“Sire,” said the youth, “look at this horse I
have brought, and say if it is not as big and as
fine as my own Dapple Gray.”

The king looked at the two horses, and he
could not but? say that the task had been nob_ly;
performed. But the jealous knights had again
been putting evil thoughts into his head,® so he
said, “Yes, it is a grand horse, and worthy of*
my daughter.”

The lad bowed low,’ thinking from these words
that his tasks were over. But the king went on:

“She shall ride it to the wedding when you
have won her; but you have not done so yet.

1. Just as the sun reached its height in the heavens HAF#AHxM
(&tp “E48). 2. Could not but KA. 3. Had again been
putting evil thoughts into his head {#RELER. 4. Worthy of fifg. 5.
Bowed low {EifS.
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There is still one more trial for 'you to pass
through,! but if you do well in this, I promise-it
shall be the last.”

Much hurt to find that still the king did not
think him worthy of his daughter, the lad could
‘only mutter, “It is. hard; but I will do my
best.”

_ “Well,” said the king, “the princess will hide
herself three times, and each time YOu must be
able to find her. Then you must hide three
times; and so well that she will not be able to
find you even once.”

The lad knew by this time where to seek
help, so he ran at once to the stables, and told his
friend of this last task which he had been set.

“This is easy work,” said the horse. -‘All
you have to do is to take your gun, and pretend
to shoot the swan that you will see swimming on
the pond. “That swan is the princess, and she
will very soon call out if she thinks you are going
“to shoot.”

1. To pass through B,
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So the lad took up his gun, and ran off to the
pond. “That is a very fine swan,” he said aloud.
“I will shoot it, and take it home to the
princess.” He held up' his gun as if to take
aim,? when the princess called out “Don’t shoot;
it is I, the princess.”

“Ho! so I have found you once, have 1?
Now go and hide again, that we may get this

-over® and married,” he cried. .

This.time the princess turned herself into a loaf
of bread, and lay upon the table with two real ones.

But the lad made no search for her. He
went straight to Dapple Gray, and asked where he
should find her.

“Take a knife,” said the horse, “and make
as if* you were about to cut the third loaf of
those you will find upon the table. She will soon
call out then.”

Knife in hand,’ the lad strode into the room,;
where the loaves lay upon the table all in a row.®

1. Held up 8. 2. Asif to take aim —3§5KiF%¥. 3. [To]
Get this over SZ3tyf. 4. Make as if fff. 5. Knife in hand 53}

7. 6. Allin arow 252 .
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“Hal!” he cried aloud, ‘this bread looks good. I
am in luck’s way,! for I am very hungry.”

As he spoke, the young man seized the third
loaf, and made as if he would have cut it in two.
But the princess called out, “I pray you do not
cut the loaf. Itis I, the princess.”.

“Ho! ho!” said the lad, ““so I have caught you
a second time. Now hide once more, and then it is
my turn.”®

CHAPTER 1IX

This time the princess turned herself into® a
nut, and put herself into a basket of nuts that an
old woman was selling by the roadside.

Again the lad sought the advice of his four-
footed friend,* who said, “Go down the road until
you meet an old woman selling nuts. Buy some
nuts from her, taking care that you pick out one
that has a large maggot-hole’ in the centre.
Pretend to crack this nut by treading upon it
with your heel, and the princess will soon call out.”

~ r.Taminaluck’s way 8. 2. Itismy turn BHERE. 3.
Turnéd herself into 255. 4. Four-footed friend WR 2% (5 ). 5.
Maggot-hole 8315, 4.
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So the lad walked down the road until he
came upon' the old woman with a basket of nuts
upon her arm. - “Good-day, dame,;’ he said,
“your nuts look nice. Will you sell me a
handful® of them?”

““Yes, to be sure,® young master; pick them
out where you will,” said the woman, as she held
out the basket, so that he might make his choice.*

The lad picked out a few,” making sure that
the one with the maggot hole in the centre was
among them. Then, giving the money to the old
woman, he strode off.

As soon as he came to a lonely part of the
road, he took the nut in his hand, saying, “I will
crush this one with my heel, that I may see if it
tastes as good as it looks.”

But the princess called out, “It is I, the
princess. If you tread on the nut, you will crush
me to pieces.”

“Ha! ha!” laughed the lad, “so I have found
you for the third time. Now it is my turn.”

1. Came upon ;B H. 2. A handful —§g, —ig. 3. -To be sure
(==certainly) %248 4. [To] make his choice {#48. 5. A few £h.
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Off ran the youth to ask the advice of Dapple
Grap as to where he should hide. “Turn yourself
into a clod of earth, and lie close to my hoof.
She will never think of looking for! you there,”
said the horse.

Up and down went the princess, looking high
and low? for the knight whom she was to marry;
but nowhere could she find him. At last she had
to call out that she gave it up,® and that he must
show himself.

“Very well,” said the lad, as he came out
from between the horse’s hoofs. “Now I will
hide again, and see if you are able to find me this
“time.”

So now he changed himself into a little bird,
and set up in a tree just above where the princess
was looking for him. “Be quick! Be quick!”
he sang, and went wherever she did until the
maiden began to get quite angry.

I” she cried.
“Don’t you see I am being as quick as I can?

“Do go away, you silly bird

1. Looking for #. 2, Highand low Ptk “R" . 3. Gave
it up 153
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But it is all of no use; I cannot find him.” She
looked so much as if 'he were going to cry,zthat
the lad could stand it no longer.! He turned
himself back into a man, and dropped down at
her feet.

The princess would not try again! so they
went to the king, and this time he really did keep
his promise, and lost no time? in setting every-
thing ready?® for the wedding.

The lad rode to the church on Dapple Gray,
and the princess rode on the strange black horse,
while all the people flocked to see the wedding of
the princess with the knight who had gone
through* so much to win her.

1. Could stand it no longer ASEEHA. 2. Lost no time Ejgy.
3. Getting ready i{f§. 4. Had gone through $Ji%.

THE END
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