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THE DOVE

I bad a dowe, and the sweet dove died;

And I have thought it died of grieving;
O, what could it grieve for? Its feet were tied
With a single thread of my own hand’s weaving.

Sweet little red feet, why sheuld you die?
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Why should you leave me, sweet bird, why?
You lived alone in the forest tree; - |
Why, pretty thing, would you not live with me?
I kissed you oft, and gave you white peas;

Why not live sweetly, as in the green trees?

—John Keats.
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THE SWALLOW

Fly away, fly away, over the sea,

;‘;Oa—. ]
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Sun-loving swallow, for summer is done.

Come again, come again, come back to me,
Bringing the summer, and bringing the sun.
When you come hurrying home o’er the sea,
Then we are certain that winter is past;
Cloudy and cold though your pathway may be,
Summer and sunshine will follow you fast.

—Christina G. Rossetti.
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THE SHORTNESS OF LIFE
Obh why should the spirit of mortal be proud?
Like a fast-flitting meteor, a fast-flying cloud,
A flash of the lightning, a break of the wave,
He passes from life to the rest of the grave:
The leaves of the oak and the willow shall fade,
Be scattered around and together be laid;
And the young and the old, and the low and the high,
Shall moulder to dust and together shall lie.

—William Knox.
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OVER THE ROOFS
I said, “I have shut my heart,
As one shuts an open door,
That Love may starve therein

And trouble me no more.”

But over the roofs there came
The wet new wind of May,
And a tune blew up from the curb

Where the street-pianos play.
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My room was white with the sun
And Love cried out in me,
“T am strong, I will break your heart
Unless you set me free.”
—Sara Teasdale.
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THE LITTLE PLANT

In the heart of a seed, buried deep, so deep!
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A dear litlle plant lay fast asleep!

“Wake!” said the sunshine, “and creep to the light!”
“Wakel!” said the voice of the raindrops bright.

The little plant heard and it rose to see

What the wonderful outside world might bel

—Kate L. Brown.
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REPLACEMENT
I drove your image out of my heart—
The Man-That-I-Learned-Was-You.
I trampled my fondness underfoot
And tore my dream in two,
But Life can bear no emptiness
And dreams will always occur—
Hb. the place whence I drove the Man-You-Are
Dwells the Man-I-Thought-You-Were.

—Viola .w&t&? Shore.
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THE ARROW AND THE SONG
I shot an arrow into the air.

It fell to earth, I knew not where;
For, S0 swiftly it flew, the sight

Could not follow it in its flight.

I breathed a song into the air.
It fell to earth, I knew not where;
For who has sight so keen and strong

That it can follow the flight of song?
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Long, long afterward, in an oak,
I found the arrow still unbroke;
And the song, from beginning to end,
I found again in the heart of a friend.
—H. W. Longfellow.
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LE DECLIN DE L’AUTOMNE

Voild les feuilles sans séve
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Qui tombent sur le gazon;
Voila le vent qui ¢’ ’éléve

Et gémit dans le vallon;
Voila Perrante hirondelle
Qui rase du bout de ’aile
I’eau dormante des marais;
Voild Penfant deg chaumiéres

Qui glane sur les bruyeres

— Ffeea—.

Le bois tombé des for éia.
—A. de Lamartime.
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QUAND NOUS SERONS VIEUX
I
En fermant un peu les yeux
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Le nous vois, moi déja vieux
It toi d’éja presque vieille;

I1s geront loin, nos beaux jours,
Mais je te dirais toujours

Des mots trés doux 4 Vorcille.

I

Al! certes, ’on changera
Quand la vieillesse viendra
Avec Sou triste cortege:

Le temps ridera ton front
Et tes chev ux noirs seront

Comme saupoudrés de neige.
I

Ta taille galourdira—

el
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Mais mon vieux cceur t’aimera
Plus que je ne puis le dire,
Car, malgré tes cheveux gris,
Ta lévre et tes yeux flétris

Auront le méme sourire!

v

Pomims e

Puis, si Dieu daigne benir

Les époux qu’il vient d’unir,

[Po———

Il nous enverra ses anges

Et nous verrons, triomphant,
Les enfants de nos enfants
Begayer parmi lears langes!

Mais en attendant demain,
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Cueillons les fleurs du chemin,
Oubleux des immortelles;

Car, lorsque nous partirons,
La haut, nous rajeunirons
Pour des amours éternelles!

~—Th. Botrel.
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IF I KNEW
If T knew the box where the smiles are kept,
No matter how large the key,
Or strong the bolt, I would try so hard,
Twould open, I know, for me.
Then over the land and sed broadcast,
I'd scatter the smiles to play, ,
That the children’s faces might hold them fast
For many and many a day.
If T knew the box that was large enough
To hold all the frowns I meet,

I would like to gather them, every one,
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From the nursery, school and street,

Then, holding and folding I’d pack them in,
And turning the monster key

I’d hire a giant to drop the box

Into the depths of the sea.

—Anonymous.
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Such quiet has come to them,

The Springs and Autumns pass,
Nor do they know if it be snow or daisies in the grass.
All day the birches bend to hear the river’s undertone;
Across the hush a fluting thrush

Sings evensong alone.
But down their dream there drifts no sound,

The winds may sob and stir.
On the still breast of Peace they rest

And they are glad of her.

—Arthur Ketchum,
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SPRINGTIME IS COMING

Springtime is coming, is coming again,

Bringing the flow’rs and birds in her train;

Children are singing the joyous refrain,

Springtime is on the way.

Gay little brooklets with gladness are humming,
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Flow’rs rise to meet her and smile at her coming.
Fling to the breezes their mantle of green,
While all bow before her and hail her as queen.
Far in the woodland the flow’rs are astir,

Bird notes are ringing clear through the air,
Sunbeams are darting now here and now there,

Gladness is ev’rywhere.

Winter and snowtime are gone from the hillside,
Laughter and singing will come with the springtide,
Ob, lift your voice in the glad song of spring,

And open your heart to the joys she will bring.
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THE ISLES OF GREECE
I
The isles of Greece, the isles of Greece!
Where burning Sappho loved and sung,
Where grew the arts of war and peace,
Where Delos rose, and Pheebus sprung!
Eternal summer gilds them yet,
But all, except their sun, is set.
11
The Scian and the Teian muse,
The hero’s harp, the lovér’s lute,
Have found the fame your shores refuse:
Their place of birth alone is mute
To sounds which echo further west
Than your sires’ ‘‘Islands of the Blest.”’
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The mountains look on Marathon—

And Marathon locks on the sea;
And musing there an hour alone,

I dream’d that Greece might still be free;
For standing on the Persians’ grave, i
I could not deem myself a slave,

v

A king sate on the rocky brow I
Which looks o’er sea-born Salamis;

And ships, by thousands, lay below,
And men in nations;—all were his!

He counted them at break of day—

And when the sun set, where were they?



il

o
s

3 1 5% 5

v

And where are they? and where art thou,
My country? On thy voiceless shore
The heroic lay is tuneless now—
The heroic bosom beats no more!
And must thy lyre, so long divine,
Degenerate into hands like mine?

V1

Tis something, in the dearth of fame,
Though link’d among a fetter’d race,
To feel at least a patriot’s shame,
Even as I sing, suffuse my face;
For what is left the poet here?
For Greeks a blush—for Greece a tear,
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Must we but weep o’er days more blest?

Must we but blush?—Our fathers bled.

Earth! render back from out thy breast
A remnant of our Spartan dead!

Of the three hundred grant but three,

To make a new Thermopyle!

VIII

What, silent still? and silent all?
Ah! no;—the voices of the dead
Sound like a distant torrent’s fall,
And answer, ‘‘Let one living head,
But one arise,—we come, we come!”’
Tis but the living who are dumb.
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IX

In vain—in vain: strike other chords;
Fill high the cup with Samian wine!

Leave battles to the Turkish hordes,
And shed the blood of Scio’s vine!

Hark! rising to the ignoble call—

How answers each bold Bacchanal!

X

You have the Pyrrhic dance as yet;
Where is the Pyrrhic phalanx gone?
Of two such lessons, why forget
The nobler and the manlier one?
You have letters Cadmus gave—
Think ye he meant them for a slave?
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XI

Fill high the bowl with Samian wine!

We will not think of themes like these!
It made Ahacreon’s song divine;

He served—but served Polycrates,
A tyrant; but our masters then

- Were still, at least, our countrymen.

XI1I

The tyrant of the Chersonese
Was freedom’s best and bravest friend;
That tyrant was Miltiades!

Oh! that the present hour would lend
Another despot of the kind!

Such chains as his were sure to bind,

e e
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Fill high the bowl with Samian wine!
On Suli’s rock, and Parga’s shore,
Exists the remnant of a line
Such as the Dorie mothers bore;
And there, perhaps, some seed is sown,
The Heracleidan blood might own.

XI1v

Trust not for freedom to the Franks,
They have a king who buys and sells,
In native swords and native ranks,
The only hope of courage dwells:
But Turkish force, and Latin fraud,
Would break your shield, however broad.
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XV

Fill high the bowl with Samian wine!
Our virgins dance beneath the shade—
I see their glorious black eyes shine;
But gazing on each glowing maid,
My own the burning teardrop laves,
To think such breasts must suckle slaves,

XVI

Place me on Sunium’s marbled steep,
Where nothing, save the waves and I,
May hear our mutual murmurs sweep;
There, swan-like, let me sing and die:
A land of slaves shall ne’er be mine—
Dash down yon cup of Samian wine!
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