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FROM OUR READERS

)

. I am a French student and I have always been

" interested in your civilization, your people and your
country. Your Consulate General in Paris has advis-
ed me to read Vietnam Magazine to better know
Vietnam.

J A French student feels so lonely when he loves

your people as I do, for most of those who affirm
* their admiration for the Vietnamese people who

resist so valiantly against Communist aggression are .

sometimes treated as “fascist,” even as “nazi.”

I am sad to see only very few names.in your
column “From Our Readers.” I would like to sub-
scribe to Vietnam Magazine (French edition) and

» would be obliged to you to let me know the sub-
scription rates.

I hope that you will also inform me of the
other French publications of the Vietnam Council
on Foreign Relations.

We wish to participate in your struggle when

" we see many Communist students brandish the NLF

flags and insignias. Is it possible to obtain South
Vietnam flags and insignias?

LUC A. BATIGNE
’ 4 Rue de Montsaulniére
72 Le Mans, France

Being safe back home in Sweden, I would like
to express my deepest gratitude for the extraordi-
nary hospitality and kindness extended me by your
organization during my stay in the Republic of
, Vietnam.

" All four members of our group were very happy
tfor the opportunity given us to study one of the
world’s problems on the spot and they were very
interesting weeks, the time during we toured your
beautiful country. I have no complaints whatsoever
and certainly would have been pleased to stay longer
"as we were taken care of so well. I hope that I will
, have the opportunity to return to Vietnam in peace
' some day.

As a result of our visit to Southeast Asia, all
four of us have been engaged in debates and lectures
and leading study groups on the Vietnam problem.
"It has been very stimulating to be able to use our
.new first-hand knowledge in these ways. Even
' though we are no experts and can offer no solutions
to the problems, I think we understand a little more
of the reasons behind them than we did before and
that is what I try to discuss with people when I
.am out on a lecture. :

Thanks once again for all my new experience
*and give my best regards and appreciation to all my
friends among your staff.

JOHAN BENGT PAHLSSON
\ S Promenaden 59
211, 38 Malmo, Sweden
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I have read with great interest Vietnam Magazine
and several publications of your Council for I am
impressed with the heroic struggle of the small but
valiant Republic of Vietnam against Communism.-

I have become a member of the “France-Viet-
nam” Association after the publication of an article
in Le Monde deploring a deterioration in the rela-
tions between Paris and Saigon and giving me the
address of that association.

Is it possible for me to receive Vietnam Magazine
every month. It gives sound and. objective informa-
tion, free of corruption and Communist propaganda.
If a subscription is necessary, please let me know.
I would also like to receive previous issues of
Vietnam Magazine, Courrier du Vietnam, and other
publications of your Council. Besides French, I
understand English and Spanish. I only have a list
of your selected publications on the cover of your
pamphlet “L’Indochine & 1'Ordre du Jour” (Ref.
No. 7014F) and I would like a complete list of your
publications to make an order.

Please also send me a detailed map of the Indo-
‘china peninsula, the address of a 17 year-old Viet-
namese pen friend, and those of the SEATO, ECAFE,
and organizations like yours in.Thailand, Laos and
Cambodia, if any. -

May I also ask you to send me the emblem of
your Council,. three small South Vietnamese flags
and advise me how to procure posters on President
Thieu, Vice President Ky, General Lam, and other
famous Vietnamese personalities ? May I send finan-
cial help to South Vietnam for its development and
defense . program? '

LOUCHEZ ERIC
112 Bd. du Prince Albert
Boulogne sur mer

- 62 France

I have completed my journey around the world
and I am back home, haunted by questions about a
 nation’s struggle to live the way it wants to live.
Vietnam was for me, an unforgettable experience.

I came to Saigon with no clear picture of what
Vietnam was or what the whole issue was about ;
or rather I had now and again gleaned facts from
some international magazines, but then, for me, no
clear picture still had emerged.

Your Council gave me the chance to see things
for myself. First let me say that the Council, and I'm
not saying this in flattery, is a superb example of
what broad-minded and far-sighted people should do
to promote international understanding. My impres-
sion is that you are doing a marvelous job. There is
no attempt on your part to “propagandize”; you
state the facts as they are through yout publication,
through your activities. _

I came for a general background picture and was
able to get a cross-section of views on many issues.
The Pacification, “Open Arms” program is impres-
sive in its scope, and a necessary adjunct to eventual
political settlement.

I left your country with a clearer idea of the
struggle. As the Foreign Minister said, the situation
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FROM OUR PRESIDENT

Would you be willing to be a Patron ?
Your support will assist the Vietnam Council
on Foreign Relations in attaining its various
objectives, including the publication of Viet-
nam Magasine.

If you decide to participate as a Grand
Patron or an Honor Patron you will receive a
special scroll, as well as be included in our
Honor Roll. To be an Honor Patron a mini-
mum payment of US$850.00 (or equivalent)
required ; to be a Grand Patron a minimum
pam of US$425.00 (or equivalent) is

req
l If you would like to learn more about our
activities, we indeed would be pleased to hear
from you.

President
TRAN VAN LAM

is much misunderstood by the outside world. The
war is more than a domestic problem. It is a clash
of principles on how people should live and govern
themselves ; these are international principles.

RALPH OPARA

Nigeria Broadcasting Corp.
(Television)

Victoria Island

Lagos, Nigeria

Thanking you very much for sending Vietnam
Magazine to our Club. All our members find it beau-
tiful and appreciate interesting information on Viet-
nam which they find very useful. We shall be very
happy to receive all your publications.

S. D. ARWADE
Lions Club of Sangli
813 Ganapati Peth
Sangli, India

I want to express the value of Vietnam Magazine
to me and all my high school students for informa-
tion about the varied conditions in your country.

Your article “Women Vietnamese Doctors™ is
really marvelous as is “Secondary Education in Viet-
nam.” Truly all the articles have great value.

SADAY DE GUELL

Costa Rican Social -
Security Office

San Jose, Costa Rica
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needs of the particular hospitals
to which they are assigned. During
the same 18-month period, the
number of personnel in the Korean
and Republic of China medical
teams was reduced from 137 to 116.

One of the many U.S. medical
assistance programs is the Amer-
ican Medical Association-coordi-
nated Volunteer Physicians for
Vietnam, which began in July 1966,
Since that time, according to
Dr. John Erben, the program’s
Saigon director, “the equivalent of
750 man-years have been put into
the program, with approximately
800 volunteers working from one
end of Vietnam to the other in the
last six years.” Each of these vo-
lunteer physicians, specialists from
many fields, spends a minimum of
two months in Vietnam, almost all
of them working at provincial
hospitals.

More than 50 of the physicians
have returned for second or even
third tours. Some have been so
influenced by their experience that
they have returned permanently
with other agencies. But a few.
working under less than desirable
conditions, have indicated no de-

sire to return even if they could
afford to leave their private prac-
tices again. One of the more disil-
lusioned doctors commented that
he felt his work accomplished no
more than “putting a finger in the
dike.” But Dr. Charles Bowers,
who returned for three tours as a
volunteer surgeon, has seen much
improvement. After completing
his last tour in Can Tho in July
1970, he said, “The staff surgeons
there are assuming mere of a
teaching role now and are much
more obviously aware of their
responsibilities to the externes
(fifth-and sixth-year medical stu-
dents). Great improvement in their
surgical techniques as well as in
their pre-and post-operative care
is evident over the past several
years. In some areas, these im-
provements are striking.”

Medical Teams

In addition to the Chinese and
Korean medical teams under di-
rect U.S. ATD support, according
to Dr. Nguyen Kien Ngoc, the chief
of planning for foreign aid at the
Ministry of Health, the following
countries currently maintain me-

dical teams at hospitals in Viet-
nam :

* Australia has sponsored a sur-
gical team in Bien Hoa since Ja-
nuary 1966. Teams in Long Xuyen
and Vung Tau have now been
phased out. The Australian govern-
ment has agreed to rebuild the
Bien Hoa provincial hospital at a
cost of US$1 million. Construction
of the first phase, including a ma- |
ternity building, is now getting
underway ;

* Germany has operated the
3,000-ton, 150-bed hospital ship
Helgoland in Vietnamese waters -
since September 1966, first docked j
in Saigon and now in Da Nang.
Construction will be finished soon |
on a 170-bed hospital in Da Nang °
to replace the ship before it re-
turns to Germany ;

* Iran, under the sponsorship of
the Red Lion and Sun Society, has |
had a medical team in.Vietnam ,
since January 1966. The nine-man
team is now working in Vung Tau;

* Japan has a team at the neu-
rological surgical ward, which was
built by the Japanese government,
at Cho Ray Hospital in Saigon.

)
|
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— IDEALLY SITUATED IN THE CENTER OF SAIGON. ‘
— SPACIOUS AIR-CONDITIONED ROOMS. ‘
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A FAVORITE SPOT FOR REFRESHING. . |
— LOTUS GARDEN, FOR ITS CHARMING SOLITUDE IN THE SHADOWS OF .
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BIRTHDAY PARTIES, WEDDINGS, RECEPTIONS AND OTHER IMPORTANT
FUNCTIONS. |
— THE ONLY «CONTINENTAL RESTAURANT, WITH CLASSICAL REFINED «FRENCH L ]
CUISINE, AND TERRACE OVERLOOKING TU DO STREET.
— THE «DOLCE VITA, WITH ITS ITALIAN SPECIALTIES SERVED IN MEDITER- J
RANEAN CAFE, UNIQUE IN SAIGON. !
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treated. Expert care is provided
free of charge to any Vietnamese
child suffering from crippling
disease, war wounds, domestic ac-
cidents or birth defects. Plastic

surgeons from around the world .
have volunteered to participate in

the program.

Since the center opened an
intensive program has been under-
way to train the Vietnamese pro-
fessional staff to assume complete
responsibility for the unit by June
1972. Four plastic surgeons, a pedi-
atrician and an anesthesiologist
are now in training. The nursing
staff has already assumed a major-
ity of the responsibility. According
to Mrs. Elizabeth Ferrer, CMRI’s
administrator, there are now nine
Western nurses and 26 Vietnamese
nurses; one year ago there were 18
Western nurses and 13 Vietnamese.
About 90 per cent of the surgery
is now being performed by Viet-
namese surgeons.

Rehabilitation Institute

The Natiosal Rehabilitation In-
stitute, under the Ministry of
Veterans Affairs, was designed
primarily to serve military veter-
ans, but now from 60 to 70 per
cent of those treated are civilians.
According to available statistics,
there are some 35,000 amputees
and 31,000 blind persons in Viet-
nam, as well as those afflicted by
various other physical disabilities.
With the assistance of the World
Rehabilitation Fund, the NRI has
expanded the Saigon center
through the establishment of voca-
tional placement and medical
rehabilitation facilities and opened
regional rehabilitation centers in
Da Nang, Can Tho and Qui Nhon.
Every year the Saigon institute
and its branch centers treat about
15,000 handicapped persons in a
rehabilitation effort that begins
with therapy, then counseling, ex-
tends through job training and
frequently results in employment.

NRI's Saigon center has wards
for physical therapy where am-
putees learn how to walk again,
classrooms where the blind are
“reoriented,” vocational training
classes that teach patients trades
as varied as shoemaking and auto
mechanics, and workshops where
artificial limbs are made. In 1970
more than 8,000 patients were
fitted with prosthetic devices

10

manufactured by NRI. Since its
eslablishment in 1966, the institute
has become the largest producer
of artificial limbs in the world,
with craftsmen completing about
400 legs, 60 arms and 150 braces
each month.

American and Canadian ther-
apists and a Chinese surgical team
currently are working at NRI in
rehabilitation programs and in a
training program for Vietnamese.
Under the training program, as-
sisted by the World Rehabilitation
Fund, 24 physical therapy aides
have completed an eight-month
course and are at work in rehabili-
tation centers, while 17 more Viet-
namese are attending a one-year
course that will enable them to
become licensed physical thera-

_pists.

The NRI in Saigon and the
CMRI often work together. In one
example, last October a 13-year-old
boy suffering severe burns and an
above-the-knee ampufation came
to the NRI for the fitting of a pros-
thesis. Following the fitting and
three weeks of training to use his
new limb in the physical therapy
section, the boy was taken by a
social worker to CMRI's surgery
unit where he was admitted for
plastic reconstructive surgery for
his burns. Today the boy is able
to lead a normal life.

Public Health

With the medical care and re-
habilitation programs well estab-
lished, the MOH is increasing the
emphasis on public health pro-
grams. The new National Institute
of Public Health in Saigon develop-
ed rapidly in its first year of
operation, graduating 120 district
health workers, 37 hospital medical
records clerks and 20 midwifery
supervisors during 1970. But the
most significant accomplishment
was the graduation of 36 public
health assistants who will even-
tually be the primary agents
working at the district level tying
together the various programs for
sanitation, communicable disease
control, maternal child health and
health education. In 1971, 190
students are scheduled to complete
two-month courses and 220 stu-
dents are enrolled in a one-year
course. The institute will even-
tually train all public health
workers in Vietnam.

Since 1966 considerable progress
has been made in the control of
communicable diseases in Vietnam .
There are about 100 diseases in
Vietnam that are considered in-
fectious, many of them unknown
outside of Southeast Asia. Diseases
endemic to Vietnam, such as small-
pox, cholera and plague. have been
spread because of the war and its
large-scale refugee relocations and
troop movements, both enemy and
friendly. With increased security
in the countryside last year, im-
munization services were able to
reach a greater number of rural
people. In 1970, 7,200,000 doses of
cholera vaccine were administered,
plus 4,567,000 doses of plague vac-
cine and more than 4,000,000 doses
of smallpox vaccine. Regular im-
munization service was made avail-
able in each district with the
installation last year of refriger-
ators at district dispensaries, ena-
bling them to keep a supply of
vaccine on hand at all times.
Although plague continues to be
a problem, the national plague
control program, started in June
1968 by the MOH, is reducing its
incidence in endemic areas.

Major Problem

Tuberculosis is a major problem,
and estimates of the percentage of
the population afflicted vary wide-
ly. Health officials are concerned
at the rising mortality rate. Tuber-
culosis control programs aimed
at locating and treating persons
afflicted with the disease are being
expanded. Major tuberculosis cen-
ters are now in operation in Hue,
Da Nang, Can Tho and Saigon,
with eenters planned eventually
for each province.

Between 1963 and 1969, only
300,000 children under 12 received
anti-TB inoculations. But on April
21, 1971, the lower house in Saigon
approved a bill making parents
responsible for insuring that their
children are vaccinated against |
tuberculosis diphtheria, tetanus
and whooping cough before the ]
age of 12. Penalty fines were
authorized by the bill, which said
that “recidivists will be sentenced |
to three days of prison.” The MOH |
must supply vaccine, and schools
as well as maternity services will |
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Undreamed of by ancestors

New Vistas For Labor

By MINH TAM

A virtual serf in a rice paddy only a few years
ago, the South Vietnamese working man, rural and
urban alike, today is an independent citizen with
- new responsibilities and with opportunities un-
dreamed of by his ancestors.

If the war has disrupted his old life, it has also
urbanized and motorized his country, introduced him
to modern agriculture, transportation and industry
and given him a standard of living already as high
as any in Southeast Asia and higher than that of
most developing nations.

Sould oil be discovered by foreign companies
about to prospect off the long coast, an economic
boom even greater than the present could quickly
ensue. The continental shelf has been characterized
by experts as a “good oil risk.”

As it is, the life of the worker has vastly improv-
ed in this land so desperately in need of employes,
a million men being in uniform and hundreds of
thousands more working for the government. There
are pockets of poverty, especially in the cities, but
largely the working man is enjoying historic well-
being and freedom,

Land Reform Program

Since two-thirds of the country’s labor force of
seven million are in agriculture, the government has
instituted a sweeping land reform program eliminat-
ing the old tenancy serfdom. The program is expact-
ed to lure hundreds of thousands of refugees away
from the crowded cities back to the farm. By the end
of this year more than half a million will have be-
come owner-cultivators. Discovery of a new strain
of higher-yielding rice, the nation's chief product,
and the growing substitution of tractors for water
buffaloes are among factors presaging a new pro-
sperity on the land.

In the nation’s cities, swollen with more than
30 per cent of the country’s 18 million inhabitants,
hundreds of new industries have sprung up. Existing
factories have expanded. High wages and fringe

12

benefits have become common. To relieve a housing
shortage, the Labor Ministry has directed the con-
struction of hundreds of low-cost units to be paxd
for in easy installments.

Though most industry still consnsts of small
enterprises, great industrial complexes have been
built at the Bien Hoa Industrial Estates and at the
Saigon shipyard of the Vietnamese Navy. The Bien
Hoa complex with dozens of different industries
already operating will eventually including housing
for thousands of workers as well as schools, a hos-
pital and a social center. Similar industrial parks are

planned,

Pree Training Programs

If foreign investment capital materializes after

the war as is expected, there will be a continued

growth in the nation’s new steel and cement indus-
tries, in textiles, building materials and the produc-
tion of a host of goods ranging from soft drinks to
glass and pharmaceuticals.

Since the most crucial manpower shortages are
now in construction, fishing and expanding industries
requiring skills, free training programs run both by
the Labor Ministry and by some of the larger firms
are available and are increasing in size and number.
The biggest foreign contractor alone has ‘trained
more than 150,000 in heavy construction and engi-
neering trades. Even disabled war veterans are learn-
ing to be electricians, plumbers, welders, auto me-
chanics and machinists. Opportunities for them and
others steadily improve as some 50,000 foreign wor-
kers, mostly Korean, Thai and Philippine, gradually
return home as their work permits expire.

The working man, meanwhile, has become polit-

ically aware under his democratic government. He

has been elected to office in his villgae, for example.
and he has been trained to handle his new freedoms.

Thousands of new village councilmen are small far- .

mers, businessmen, civil servants and other members
of the working class.

|
|
|
|
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Ghe .San% 0% Cn?mfm Anh 9

Note : Daniel Cameron is an American freelance writer who
has reported on the war in Vietnam, including the fighting in
Cambodia and along the Laotian border. He is best known in
Saigon for a column, «SAIGON NOTES,» which appears three
times weekly in The Saigon Post, an English-language daily. His
lively, often controversial column reports and comments on the
social, cultural, political, intellectual and business scenes, including
the activities of the international press corps. Whether praised or
damned, he is read and is symptomatic of the press freedom pre-
vailing in South Vietnam today.

Mr. Cameron is also a songwriter in. his spare time. He
composed a full-length musical play on guitar while living in
London in 1967,
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By DANIEL CAMERON

“Khong™ turned out to be the kind of popular
song that comes across on the very first hearing. I
found the slow but powerful beat of the opening
lines original and convincing.

“Khong! Khong ! Toi khong con yeu anh nua...”

The composer admits to a certain French in-
fluence. Maybe this is why the ballad evokes a Viet-
namese feeling and yet is instantly acceptable to
Western ears that have heard it in nightclubs here.

As a songwriter who has returned to the craft
after a lay-off of four years when a musical play
went unproduced, I was intrigued — if not flabber-
gasted — by two other things : (1) Although “Khong’’
represents the work of a new artist who has not yet
reached the top rank of Vietnamese composers, it’s
the first song he ever wrote and (2) There’s a possib-
ility it will become the first popular Vietnamese song
to gain a real international acceptance — partly
because many Vietnamese songs are still waiting to
be translated. And this possibility is quite all right
with the composer.

“I want my song to go around the world,” says
Nguyen Anh 9.

The “9”, by the way, is not a typographical
error. The man who wrote one of the most popular
songs in Vietnam during the past year attributes his
success to “9” and to his “lucky baby,” Quang Anh,
a son born in 1970. The “9”, considered a lucky
number in Vietnam, became part of his name a year
ago.

“A lady who is my friend gave me the number.
When I am sad, she consoles me.”

The lady seems to know her numbers. Anh, who
is both a corporal in the Army and a nightclub pian-

-ist (himself born on a January 1) explains:

“Before, I had no luck. In Vietnam they listen
only to singers, not the musicians. Nobody under-
stands. I thought about not playing anymore. Then
my lady friend said don’t be sad, try to continue —
one day everybody will know you. She gave me
number 9.”

So Anh heeded the lady and continued. In 1970
he played piano at the Queen Bee, a downtown night-

.. club in Saigon. There he met songstrees Khanh Ly

who is known throughout much of Asia. She liked
Anh’s piano accompaniment.

“Khanh Ly says I am the only pianist who can
play for her.”
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and tap dancer. His wife is a traditional dancer in a
psywar cultural group of South Vietnam’s Army
(Biet Doan Van Nghe Trung Uong.)

Anh’s song may go around the world after all.
He says:

“Chinese and American singers who visit Viet-
nam are taking “Khong” to Hong Kong and Japan
where they sing it now. And Ted Dutton says that
if he goes to America, he will sing it there.”

Ted Dutton is an American singer who was born
in Vietnam. He has sung “Khong” in Vietnamese at
Maxim’s, a Saigon night spot.

Many of Vietnam’s most popular songs remain
untranslated. I decided to do a little bit about this
by attempting an English translation of “Khong.”
Generally, of course, a word-for-word translation is
impossible, especially in poetry and song. The trans-
lator has to be, in part, a creator. His attempts are
hazardous and challenging. So, after completing my
attempt, I was happy to hear Nguyen Anh say, “You
have captured my idea !” He plans to have singers do
this English version in several nightclubs here. (It's
printed below, along with the original Vietnamese).

When asked about his future plans, Anh, who
has performed in France with Khanh Ly, says:

“My only wish now is to visit the United States
and other parts of the world and hear music. But I
want to live here. Vietnam is the most beautiful
country for me.”

Khong (No) — English Version.

No! No!

It’s not love anymore
No! No!

It’'s not love anymore
No! No!

I can’t stay

One more day

In your arms

My dear

Love changed from what it meant
Love left its peaceful tent

Love looked for other dreams

And lost itself in schemes

Our cup held happiness

It now holds loneliness

My love became a lie

So I must say goodbye

No! No!

It’s not love anymore
No! No!

It’s not love anymore
No! No!

This is my

Sad goodbye

While I'm cry —

in so

(English translation of "Khong™ copyright 1971
by Daniel Cameron. It may not be reprinted without
the express consent of the translator).
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MEMORIES
OF OLD
VIETNAM

By ERIC GLASGOW

On the whole, the territories of the former Indo-
China which now comprise South Vietnam have not
attracted very many British visitors, the reason for
that being not only their geographical aloofness.
relatives to the British interests in S.E. Asia, but also
the long period of the French control, over the lan-
guage and the culture, as well as the politics, of the
region from the Mekong Delta to Annam, and even
Tonking, in the far North.

Even today, indeed, there is a tendency for the
average Briton, immersed in more local and personal
concerns, to forget about the more basic problem and
struggles of that part of the world — unless they
do embroil him or her, uncomfortably and uncon-
genially, through the selective and vivid media of
television films. Yet, 1t is useful and important, I
think, to attempt to discover, amongst the torn tis-

sues of South Vietnam, the more stable and abiding |

features of that older, composite unit which, a
generation ago, was aiways known to us as “Indo-
China.”

The spate of the contemporary books, which is
available in English about Vietnam, always suffers
from the shortcomings of being too close to the
urgencies of the issues which it seeks to elucidate:
it tends, almost invariably, to be too partisan, shrill,
and even explosive, in its discernments and its diag-
nosis, and it tends, too, to neglect the findings of
those — usually British of French — who could write
about Annam or Cochin-China, in other and perhaps
less disturbed periods of history, and in more placid
and perhaps more fundamental terms.

So, at any rate after our staple British diet of
war books and films, about Vietnam — not a few of
which invite the suspicion of playing for sensation
or scandal, rather than setting forth the truth — it
is a good change to discover, in the peace of a large
British public library, the resources of the older
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British authors

addressed to the King of Cochin-China. After that,
plenty of food was provided for the visitors: “a living
pig, ducks, fowls. eggs, sugar, plantains, and rice.”

Finlayson himself was permitted to wander at
will amongst the animation of the Saigon Market,
where he noticed the good manners and the hand-
some faces of the people, and also the most com-
plete absence of articles of European manufacture,
in contrast to the commercial conditions in India,
at that time.

Later, he visited many other parts of Saigon,
and he was everywhere received with great civility
and hospitality. “We were absolute strangers, who
had come to pass a few hours only in the town;
yet in almost every street we were invited by the
more wealthy Chinese to enter their houses, and to
partake of refreshments” (op. cit., pages 315-316).
The climax of the entertainment provided for the
visitors was the spectacle of a fight, between a tiger
and an elephant, arranged by the Governor of
Saigon: the tiger won, because the elephant, taking
terror, ran away.

Outside Saigon itself, the visitors toured the coasts
of Cochin-China (“singularly bold and picturesque™),
and noted the abundance of the population. Land-
ing by boat, from time to time, Finlayson added
many valuable and unusual plants to his collection;
and he evidently awakened, amongst the inhabitants,
as much surprise and curiosity as he himself was
experiencing. But his encounters in Cochin-China
were, even then, scarcely more than a prelude to
his even more adventurous and informative visit to
Hue, in Annam, after a sea-passage of 20 hours.

Fortifications of Hue

The intervening coastline, as he saw it, seemed
to be “bold, rugged, and picturesque” (page 339);
but. what chleﬁy impressed him were, inevitably, the
immense and stubborn fortifications of Hue itself,
where the architecture was mainly Chinese in its
style, although he did find there, even at that early
date, two French mandarins “dressed in silk robes.”

The ensuing discussions, with the reigning King
of Cochin-China. were both amicable and fruitful;
since no objection was raised against the possibility
of British trade, entering any of the ports. Evidently
the British then were much impressed by the circum-
stances of the dignitary at Hue, although critical of
his apparently dictatorial powers; but already, as a
cloud on the horizons as yet no bigger than a man’s
hand, the superior influence of the French had made
itself felt there, and the British never had any
primacy of place or prestige.

For the people at large, the British visitors had
much respect and even admiration, remarking, as the
only possible deficiency, their smallness of stature.

Finlayson himself found his expedition very
richly rewarding, alike in its yield of botanical
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tell of charms

and anthropological information. Its rigours, and its
diversities, did however, greatly exhaust him; so that
he was only just able to return to Calcutta, and he
had to leave. for posthumous publication, the literary
harvest of his long trek, into the little-known recesses

_ of Indo-China.

Nevertheless, the book of his journey remains,
even today, as a very noteworthy testimony to the
early British penetration into that region, and the
first British appreciation of the intrinsic peculiarities
of its culture. language, and architecture. -

J. Thomson

Another book, with bearings upon the theme of
South Vietnam, as its territories were, long ago, is
J. Thomson’s “The Straits of Malacca, Indo-china
and China” (London, 1875). It contains, as the usual
concomitant of an old travel book about the Far
East, a useful and detailed chapter about Saigon
(pages 164-178).

Shlpaanchoredhsmonlurhrhlm

“Saigon, in French Cochin-China, is approacnea
by an offshoot of the great Mekong. river, narrow
and tortuous indeed, but nevertheless navigable for.
vessels of the heaviest tonnage. The town itself has
a gay look about it, or had, at least, during the time
of my visit; but it has somewhat straggling appear-
ance.” Its harbour, even then, accommodated many
“square-rigged ships awaiting cargoes of rice, the
chief product of the vast alluvial plains of southern
Cochin-China.”

“Along the banks run a long low lme of cafes
and mercantile or government offices, surmounted"
by the flags of the different consulates, while by far
the most conspicuous building was an hotel in prog-
ress of erection, which promised to become a very
imposing edifice.”

Saigon, in the 1860’s and 1870's. had many French
houses and French merchants;-although much of its
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genuine artist, about the whole of the national herit-
age of Vietnam. :

It offers, too, some perceptive and delightful
descriptions of such places as Tourane, near Hue; the
hill-station of Da Lat; Qui Nhon on the Annamese
coast, after the twisting, hazardous roads from Faifo
and Quang Ngai; and so, still keeping to the coast,
the villages of Phan Rang and Phan Thiet, leading
on to the eventuality of Cape St. Jacques, and all the
gushing affluence of the Mekong Delta.

We have, from Alan Houghton Brodrick (Devon-
born and London-sited, and a holder of the Order
of the Dragon of Annam), a very different book from
the two others, already included here: deeper and
more thorough, in its assessments alike of culture and
language, and scarcely, either, to be disdeigned or
rejected, because its covers embrace, with some nine
contempt for politics, an unprejudiced consideration
of the territories of both North and South Vietnam.

Admittedly, “Little China” has now become
politically dated; and,in any case, its contents are
somewhat discursive and subjective in their ar-
rangement and their selection. Despite that, however,
it remains a work of solid worth and interest, for all
who seek to discover the distinctive and ultimate
cultural identity of the lands of Annam and Cochin-
China, against any sort of alien penetration or chal-
lenge.

Nor, I think, does “Little China” need to be
superseded, on the grounds that the abrasive effects
of politics have caught up with, or displaced, the
validity or the relevance of its cultural conclusions.

Norman Lewis

Norman Lewis is a British author whose travel
books already range from “Sand and Sea in Arabia”
(1938) to “Golden Earth” (1952) and “The Volcanoes
Aboce Us” (1957). But he has also written -a very
brilliant and engaging book about Indo-China, called
“A Dragon Apparent” (1951), which should not be
missed.

Although it deals, inevitably, with the whole,
varied panorama of the components of Indo-China,
as they were before the explosions of the Vietnam
War, and it is already twenty years old, its pages still
present descriptions, of sections of South Vietnam.
which are, quite remarkably, vivid and relevant.

These include, for instance, the first chapter, on
“Saigon and the Vietnamese,” although that may,
perhaps, exaggerate the present Frenchness of that
city ; also, the story of an excursion to Da Lat, beset
by language problems, with further trips, into Cen-
tral Annam, at Mang-Yang, Pleiku, and Ban Me
Thuot, and a somewhat deeper exploration, of the
labyrinthine tentacles of Saigon ; to Cholon, Go-Cong,
Tanan, and My Tho.

The text is, consistently, an original and detailed
one, which contrives to present, very vividly, a coun-
try which is always outstandingly vital and colour-
ful, in its essential genius and appeal. There are,
moreover, some very good illustrations, including a
street scene in Saigon, the Saigon waterfront, paddy-
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fields in the Mekong Delta, and native life in the=
remote Pleiku : age has not withered, therefore, the
value of this book, and it is still a useful and illumi—
nating accompaniment for even our current and ne—
cessary understandings of Vietnam and the Viet—
namese.

So far, I have included four books, ranging ira
their dates from 1826 to 1951. in this brief considera —
tion of some writings, in English, about the territorie ss
of Cochin-China and Annam, as they were in the
past. All of them have had British authors, and theix
contents have varied greatly, in their documentary-
value, and their present importance.

Their common link, however, has been their
evident accessibility, and their relevance, if the more
sustained linke between Vietnam and its Europear
visitors, and the more enduring features of Vietnam’s
past-and culture, are not to be ignored or undermined.

British Encounters Overlooked

Of course, the British visitors to South Vietnam
— even those who have left their marks in tangible
literary forms — must take their places amongst
other Europeans — the French, in particular, and the
Germans, to a lesser extent. Only, in this article,
I have preferred to keep to the writings of my own
compatriots, reserving, perhaps, those of other Euro-
pean nationalities, for my later and separate consi-
deration.

In any case, it seems to be peculiarly appropriate
that I should emphasize here, the encounters between
Britons and the lands and peoples of South Vietnam ;
for these have a wider historical spread than is gen-
erally realized, and yet, they are easily, and even
habitually, overlooked.

However — almost by an accident of one day’s
selection of books — I cannot conclude this article,
without mentioning also the splendid, peaceful pho-
tographs, of many items and aspects of South Viet-
nam, by the German photographer, Martin Hurli-
mann, in his volume, entitled “Burma, Ceylon, Indo-
China” (New York, 1930).

These include some superbly-expressive photo-
graphs of Hue, Annamese people, the grottoes of the
“Marble Hills” near Tourane, and some of the primi-
tive “Moi” people, of West Annam : altogether, they
add a full quota, of very immediate and visual in-
struction, to what is to be learnt from the dated texts
of the older books ; and that, surely, is not a benefit
which can be disregarded, at least in relation to the
important preoccupation with the images of South
Vietnam, as they are offered and sustained, in the
countries of Western Europe, during the present,
crucial and controversial years.

South Vietnam, given peace and order, might
well, even now, draw closer again, to the realities of
Martin Hurlimann’s haunting images of forty years
ago: as a land of beauty, culture, honest labour, and
humane endeavour. The artist may see resources of
character and promise which become lost and con-
fused, amidst the rival materialisms of politics and
strife.
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Cradle-Snatching

By TRONG NHAN

Hanoi’s acute manpower prob-
lems have brought an upsurge of
cradle-snatching “recruitment” in
some areas of South Vietnam.
Children of both sexes between
the ages of 10 and 15 are being
lured from their parents and sent
north on the pretext of getting a
“free” education

The education consists of intense
political indoctrination mixed with
large doses of military training.
Many are also assigned to agricul-
tural duties and to light industrial
jobs to free able-bodied men for
military duty.

The Communists have been
seizing such youngsters for several
years as a matter of policy; the
current difference is the significant
expansion of this tactic recently in
village areas and the change in
the kind of youngsters being
caught.

Heretofore. the routine was to
select children of senior party
members and Viet Cong cadre for
training in the north. Now, accord-
ing to captured North Vietnamese
prisoners, “they are taking any
child they can get their hands on.”

Ultimately, of course, most of
the “recruits” wind up carrying a
gun in local militias as Viet Cong
guerillas or as North Vietnamese
regulars.

The Xat Lao newspaper in Laos
reported recently that most of the
current crop of combat prisoners
range in age from 15 to 17 years
old, reflecting both the manpower
shortages in the north, and the up-
surge of child “recruitment”.

The South Vietnamese Govern-
ment has periodically documented
this inhuman policy in a series of
formal fgrotests to the Interna-
tional Control Commission. Such
forcible recruitment of children
dates back to 1969 and earlier. But
new victims are still to be seen,
according to a succession of recent
prisoner reports, on forced
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marches aleng the Ho Chi Minh
Trail.

Not long ago the New China
News Agency (NCNA) provided
left-handed confirmation of the
general policy in a commentary
about a 22-year-old soldier named
Luong Cong Chien.

Describing his military career,
NCNA said: “.. at 13 he joined
the revolution together with his
brothers and in 1965 he became
a fighter of the main body of lib-
eration forces.” '

Lately, the Liberation Radio —
voice of the Viet Cong — has been
stressing the importance of recruit-
ing from a wide variety of sources
— even including the South Viet-
namese Army itself!

But the VC’s Current Affairs
Section in Ba Long Province spel-
led out more details: attempts
must be made, said one of their
documents “to convince resettled
groups that their interests are also
those of the National Liberation
Front — to persuade them to fight
on NLF terms.”

Captured regular soldiers, VC
elements and Communist docu-
ments provide abundant confirma-
tion that recruitment has been
stepped up among local popula-
tions in VC infiltrated areas.

One document outlines in detail
“how cadres of the propaganda,
cultural and indoctrination sections
of Hanoi’s Central Office for South
Vietnam (COSVN) are assigned to
recruit these children who are
trained in COSVN areas until they
are 15 and then sent to North Viet-
nam where they learn to publicize
the revolutionary way of thinking.”

Hanoi hopes, of course, that they
will provide a future hard core of
Viet Cong leaders.

Huynh Thanh Van, who wis
Deputy Chairman of the Tuy Hoa
District Peoples Revolutionary
Committee until his capture last

year, told Saigon interrogators that
Hanoi’s interests are not exclu- i
sively confined to the very young.
The North, he said, is also especial-
ly interested in Southerners be-
tween 15 and 30 with some formal |
education who have also contribut-
ed at least three years of service
to the VC.

According to Van, these older
cadres with good VC service re-
cords are sent to North Vietnam;
as' a “reward” while sick and
wounded go north for medical
treatment and convalescence.

One VC political officer who |
surrendered last year reports that
many of the wounded political
cadres are refusing directives to
go north for treatment fearing they
will never be allowed to return,
as was the case with theusands of
southerners who were regrouped
to the North after the 1954 Geneva
Agreements.

A major reason for Hanoi's new
emphasis on getting the children
while they’re young is the need to '
rebuild shattered guerrilla morale.
In the last year, the number of
weapons-bearing VC throughout
the South has been cut in half —
from 60,000 to 30,000.

Hanoi's efforts to fill some of
these manpower gaps in the South
with North Vietnamese regulars {

have created serious morale prob-
lems. There is increasing hostility
between the local Viet Cong and
the North Vietnamese who regard
their guerrilla counter-parts with
some contempt as “second class
citizens.” Shortages of food and |
medical supplies also drive a J
wedge between the Northerners
and the southern Viet Cong who ]
feel they are getting an unfair
share of what little is available.
Also, the Hanoi troops get off with |
little or no punishment for major 1

rules infractions — unlike their
Viet Cong cohorts who sometimes
are executed on the spot. Small
wonder, in the face of so much in-
sensitivity to human emotions,
that recruitment of VC cadres has |
literally fallen 50 to 75 per cent
below last year’s drives.

Yet these facts should come as no
surprise to anyone who has noted
the historic cruel indifference of |
Hanoi to the welfare of its soldiers
generally and its own prisoners of
war in particular. ‘
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Leave Tokyo dally.

Come to Tokyo any day. From there, you'll fly
all the way to the U.S. on the same plane
—a magnificent 747.

It's the plane with wider seats, 8-foot ceilings,
12 powder rooms, stereo and inflight movies®,
and, in first class, a spiral staircase to a red »
carpeted lounge. Plus, food and beverage service
as magnificent as the 747 itselfl

Northwest 747s fly direct to more U.S. cities.
We'll fly you to and through the U.S. ~including
747 flights between Seattle, Chicago, New York,
Minneapolis/St. Paul, and, in December, Miami.

To enjoy this new dimension in air travel
comfort to the U.S.,
call your travel agent, travel officer or,
Northwest Orient at 22 Nguyenhue Boulevard,
Phone 91.507/98.493 or at our new ticket office
at the Continental Palace Hotel, Phone 22.520.

Also at Tanson Nhut International Terminal,
*$2.50 charge on Inlomltloml flights.
Schedules subject to chang
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THE COMMERCIAL & INDUSTRIAL BANK OF VIETNAM

HEAD OFFICE
93.95, Boulevard Ham-Nghi — SAIGON
Tel.: 91.558 91.559 — Cable Address: VIETNAMBANK

BRANCHES
SAIGON

209-213, Bd. Trén Hung Pgo — Tel.: 23.262
6, Nguyén Trung Tryc Street — Tel.: 92.627
217, Trvong Minh Giang Street — Tel.: 40.925
402-404, Bd. Podng Khanh — Tel.: 37.481
170, Trinh Minh Thé Street — Tel.: 91915

DA.NANG MY.THO
Il 71, Bd. Péc Lép — Tel.: 2.255 91, Trung Trac Street — Tel.: 2.112

FULL BANK SERVICE

You ma y be interested in

DOING BUSINESS IN VIETNAM

TANG THI THANH TRAI TA VAN TAI
SESTO E. VECCHI LEONARD A. CHINITZ

This 118-page book deals with every aspect of business
in Vietnam (establishment, investment, privileges, taxation,
repatriation of earnings, etc...).and other subjects of special
interest to foreign investors.

The price is US % 2.50 or equivalent.

Send cheque or money order to the
Vietnam Council on Foreign Relations,
P. O. Box 932, Saigon, Vietnam.
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