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PREFACE.

Iv offering the following series of Views to the public, it would be superfluous

to descant upon the extraordinary degree of interest which they possess, illus-
trating, as they do, a portion of our Indian territories hitherto little known, and

comprising the most splendid Mountain Scenery which can be found through-
out the world. The Publishers have spared neither pains nor cost in the
Engravings, which have been got up at a vast expense (£2,400), from Drawings
executed on the spot by an enterprising and accomplished traveller. The
difficulties and dangers attendant upon a journey through the Himalaya, to the
sources of the Ganges and Jumna, will be gathered from the ensuing pages;
and the Views, taken by Lieut. White, in addition to their spirit and fidelity,
must be highly valued by all who can appreciate the ardour and energy which
could alone have produced them, amid the toils, fatigues, and even perils of his
Mountain Tour. The descriptive portion must speak for itself; its accuracy
may be relied upon, and it will be found to contain much new and interesting

information concerning the alpine regions of the East.
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PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS

ON

THE HIMALAYA MOUNTAINS.

Tae Himalaya mountains, signifying the abode of snow, form that tremendous barrier,
which, stretching from the Indus on the north-west to the Bramaputra on the south-east,
divides the plains of Hindostan from the wilds of Thibet and Tartary. This chain of
mountains comprises numerous ranges, extending in different directions west of the
Indus; one of its ramifications, running in a still more westerly direction, is known to
the Afghans by the name of the Hindoo Kosh, the whole stupendous range being merely
broken by the Indus. From the north-east point of Cashmere, it takes a south-eastern
course, stretching along the sources of all the Punjab rivers, except the Sutlej, where it
separates the hilly portion of the Lahore province from those tracts which have been
designated in modern geography, Little Thibet. Still pursuing the same direction, it
crosses the heads of the Ganges and Jumna, and compels their currents towards a south-
ward channel. Farther east, the chain is supposed to be less continuous, it being the
generally received opinion that it is penetrated by the Gunduck, the Arun, the Cosi,
and the Teesta. Beyond the limits of Bootan, the course of the chain, extending into
an unexplored country, can be traced no longer; but the supposition is in favour of its
running to the Chinese sea, skirting the northern frontier of the provinces of Quangsi
and Quantong, and lessening in height as it advances to the east. The portion of this exten-
sive chain which borders Hindostan, rises to an elevation far exceeding that of any other
mountains in the world, in some places forming an impassable barrier to the countries
beyond, and rendering their extent a matter for conjecture only. The breadth of the
snowy chain varies in different parts between the Sutlej and the Ganges; it has been
estimated at about eighty miles from the plains of Hindostan to those of Thibet. The
heights of this splendid barrier are unassailable by man, but in some places the beds of
rivers which intersect it afford access to its wild fastnesses; and as a few peuetrate the
mighty mass, there is a possibility that the unceasing efforts of scientific persons may
force a passage through the rocks and snows of these desert wastes. The ranges of hills
extending in a southerly direction from the Himalaya, are divided into numerous prinei-
palities, to the eastward of the Sutlej—Sirmoor, Gurwall, Kumaon, Nepaul; and many
others are to be found, several of which were unknown to the European inhabitants of
India, previous to the Ghoorka wars of 1815, an event which has led to our present
acquaintance with this highly interesting country.
B
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There is very little level ground to be found throughout the whole of these districts,
which consist entirely of a succession of exceedingly high ridges, crossing each other
continually, and presenting a confusion almost wholly indescribable as they branch out
from the great elevations beyond. Towards the source, if it may be so called, of
the great chain, these mountainous ranges increase in height, the lowest arising
abruptly from a long and gentle slope stretching to the plains. These hills are exceed-
mgly steep and narrow at the summit, and they approach each other so closely, that
excepting in Nepaul there are very few valleys, the channels that divide them being
nothing more than ravines.

We are at present unacquainted with any mountains that exceed the height of the
Himalaya; the Andes, long supposed to be the most gigantic in the world, being over-
topped by no fewer than twenty of the peaks of these snow-crowned monarchs. Consi-
derable as the estimate taken has been, there is great probability that if the policy of
the Ghoorka government would admit of a nearer approach, we should find the heights
of some of these peaks to exceed the present computation. The Dhawalagira, or the
White Mountain, is supposed to be one of the loftiest; it is situated, according to the
common belief, near the source of the Gunduck, and the measurement taken by scientifie
men employed in the survey, give it a height of 27,000 feet above the level of the sea.
Many travellers well qualified to afford a very accurate guess upon the subject, are of
opinion that there are peaksin the most northern portion of the Himalaya, which greatly
exceed the general calculation. The following table, therefore, the result of a very
careful and scientific survey, by Captains Hodson, Webb, and Herbert, may be received

with confidence as affording an under, rather than an over estimate of the relative heights
of these enormous peaks :—-

FEET.

Dhawalagiri, or the White Mountains ; above the level of the sea . . 27,000
Nunda Debee, one of the Juwahir cluster of peaks, and No. 14, A, 2,

of Hodson and Herbert’s survey . . o 25 740

Setghur, properly Swetaghur, or the Wh1te Tower north of N epaul . 25,261
A mountain, supposed to be Dhaibau, above Catmandoo 20,140 feet;
above theseaupmn! il il i v i S - ! 24,768

-

A mountain, not named, observed from Catma,ndoo, in the direction of
Caila-Bhairava, 20,000 feet above the valley of Nepaul, and above

the level of the sea . . 24,625
Another near to it, 18,662 feet above the Nepaul »alley above the Ievel

of the sea . . e T (I WS DA W71 8 S et 192319611
A third in the VIClmty, 18 451 dltto Ehig e S d1tt0 st e b 2850562

Two peaks, named St. George and St. Patnck situated at the head of

the Bhagiruttee, or true Ganges ; calculated in Hodson and Herbert's
SUrYey=—tlieHrsbihi i fic a5 s vt R Tl L, by SR e 22,654

the laggats v o s . 22,798

The two peaks of the Roodloo Hlma,la, north eas*t of the Ganges,
23390&11(1..................22,906
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FEET.
Peaks of the Jumnootree, or Bunderpooch Mountains, (giving rise to
the Jumna, the Tonse, and the Berai Gunga,) varying in elevation
Trom BN 2R toRaR alr v e L L Bl S i e ey 21,155
Also upwards of fifty inferior peaks, lying between lon. 78° and 80° East,
varying from 18 to . . SIS S L A s el s dDR:060

In clear weather, the most lofty of these mountains in the direction of Catmandoo in
Nepaul, may be seen from Patna, at the distance of 160 geographical miles ; while in some
places, Purneah and Rejmhal, for instance, they are visible at a still more extraordinary
distance, 232 English miles; a circumstance which, according to the calculation of
Mr. Colebrooke, establishes their height to be at least 28,000 feet, since nothing less
would render them barely discernible at that distance in the mean state of the atmosphere ;
although under circumstances of extraordinary refraction, a lower altitude would produce
the same effect.

In consequence of their vast extent and the various difficulties, partly arising from the
nature of the country, and partly from the unwillingness to admit strangers within their
territories, manifested by the Ghoorka and Chinese governments, a very considerable
portion of the Himalaya remains unexplored: our acquaintance, however, with this
interesting country is improving every day. In addition to the numerous scientific
travellers anxious to add to the stock of information already gathered by the indefatigable
researches of Messrs. Colebrooke, Fraser, Webb, Raper, Hodson, Herbert, the Gerards,
and Royle, hosts of idlers from the plains are continually ranging through the most
accessible places, or extending their wanderings to others less known. The journals,
notes, diaries, private letters, and conversation of these gentlemen, have contributed
many very interesting particulars relative to the scenery, geology, &c.; and in the course
of a few years we may hope, through these sources, to acquire a very correct idea of
the whole of this splendid region.

We have at present an extremely limited acquaintance with the passes which intersect
the snowy mountains, and conduct the traveller from one to the other: those that are
known, always lead over the lowest parts of therange, at an elevation varying from 15 to
16,000 feet ; between steep ascents, several thousand feéet higher. The European traveller
1s best acquainted with the Shatool or Rol passes, near the course of the Sutlej, and the
Gonass, and Bruang passes, the last named near the Paber. The former are very diffi-
cult, many travellers intending to cross, having been prevented by the bitterness of the
cold, and the numerous obstacles opposing themselves to farther progress. The Shattool
pass is nearly equal in height to the summit of Mont Blane, being about 15,400 feet
above the level of the sea. Itis flanked by an inaccessible peak two thousand feet
higher ; and though the entrance to the pass is by a very gradual ascent, it becomes
exceedingly abrupt and difficult of access when approaching its greatest altitude. In
descending, the natives wrap a blanket tightly round them, and slide down in a sitting
posture thirty or forty feet at a time ; and some English gentlemen, improving on this
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plan, seat themselves in a large, shallow, circular, brass basin, called a chillumchee, the
common apparatus for washing the hands in India; and thus, protected from too rough
encounters with the rugged sides of the steep, glide down the snow with indeseribable
rapidity.

The Bruang pass is 15,296 feet in height, the ascent frightfully steep, and, in conse-
quence of the rarefied nature of the air, it is impossible to proceed many yards without
pausing to draw breath. The snow in the month of September is in many places a foot
in depth, and the torrents rushing into the river Paber from the mountain’s side are full
of icicles, clinging to the frost-bound stones. In nearing the crest, very few persons are
unassailed by a sensation of qualmishness, accompanied by great weakness and dizziness
in the head. At the summit, tne saméar, or icy wind, blows furiously; and the pass,
shut in by precipitous walls, affords the most dreary prospect imaginable. The descent
being abrupt, and leading down icy precipices stretching for a quarter of a mile, is very
distressing, and must be slipped and slid, few places admitting of a walk—baggage,
every thing, in fact, being usually rolled down to the bottom. The Hungrung pass,
14,800, is less difficult, and there are not so many complaints from those who cross it, of
the rarefication of the air. In the month of August, a pool a few yards in length, upon
the summit, on the northern side, was frozen hard, and the adjacent dells exhibited con-
siderable quantities of snow. The climate, of course, differs very greatly at different
periods of the year, and in different parts of the mountains, and, according to their several
aspects, vegetation is found higher or lower, some of the elevations having, in conse-
quence of their more genial situation, trees a thousand feet above those which are to be
found elsewhere. The extreme height of cultivation on the southern slope of the Snowy
Range, is 10,000 feet, and it is frequently necessary, at this altitude, to cut the crops
before they are ripe. The habitations of men are not carried above 9,500 feet, and at
11,800 the forest ceases; bushes are found at the height of 11,400 feet, and in ravines
and sheltered spots, dwarf birch and bushes creep up to 13,000 feet. On the northern
side, in the valley of the Baspa river, we meet with villages at 11,400 feet, and cultiva-
tion at the same height, while the forest stretches to 13,000 feet. Advancing farther,
villages are found at the same height, cultivation 400 feet higher, fine birch trees at
14,000 feet, and furze bushes, affording excellent fuel, at 17,000 feet above the level of
the sea. Farther eastward, towards lake Ranasa Rovaro, we are assured, upon the
authority of the Tartars, that vegetation reaches a much higher elevation. In the exterior
chain to the south, where the heat is only reflected from one side, there is much less
warmth than in the interior cluster, where it is given out on all sides.

We may vainly seek throughout the history of the world, for any thing approaching to a
parallel with the British occupation of India; a dominion so extraordinary, that but for
the stubborn nature of facts, we might almost be justified in deeming it incredible. At
the beginning of the present century, the existence of the Himalaya was very imper-
feetly known; and at a still later period, its gigantic ranges of mountains were supposed
to be inferior to those of the Andes, while so rapidly has our acquaintance with this
interesting region been extended, that in the course of the last fifteen years their altitudes
have been measured, and every approachable recess explored.
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Great Britain owes its territories in the Himalaya to the same cause which has given
it dominion over the rest of India—the aggressions of native states against each other,
The Nepaul hills were tenanted by a martial race, who, better acquainted with the art of
war than the method of improving the agricultural condition of their country, sought to
enrich themselves by foreign conquests, and turned their arms against districts inhabited
by a timid people, who, living in small communities, isolated from each other, proved an
easy conquest. The Ghoorkas, under an enterprising chieftain, Ammeer Singh Theppa,
possessed themselves of very considerable tracts of country between the Ganges and the
Sutlej ; the princes of all the intermediate petty states, jealous of each other, and accus-
tomed to continual aggressions, omitting to make common cause against the invaders,
and allowing themselves, notwithstanding the great natural strength of the country, to be
beaten at every point. Several of the sovereigns, thus driven out, sought refuge in the
British territories: and we were made aware, by other circumstances, of the state of
affairs in the hills; for the invaders, growing bold by success, attacked our out-posts,
and seemed inclined to extend their conquests to our possessions in the plains. In our
first attempts to repel the intruding Ghoorkas, we probably underrated their strength
and talents, for the troops sent against them proved unequal to the contest, and the
attacks upon the hill-fortresses were attended by very unlooked-for results. It became,
therefore, necessary to undertake the war in earnest; and in 1815 Sir David Ochterlony,
an experienced and able officer, assumed the command ; and after a series of brilliant
exploits, which added to his other titles of honour, that of ¢ the Hero of Malown,” com-
pelled Ammeer Singh to capitulate, and accede to the terms proposed by the victorious
party. By a subsequent treaty, the peace of the hill districts was established, the
Ghoorkas abandoned the whole of the territory west of the Kelee, which, with some few
exceptions, a portion of Kumaon, the Deyrah Dhoon, &e., was restored to the represen-
tatives of those families who had possessed it before the Ghoorka invasion. Some of the
families of the original rulers, however, had become extinct, and the lands were in
consequence bestowed upon chieftains who had co-operated bravely with their British
allies in the recovery of the country.

The Ghoorkas, unacquainted with the true art of government, made a very unge-
nerous use of the power gained by their conquests, levying the most cruel taxations
on an impoverished people, and selling whole tribes into slavery. The result of this
barbarous policy was such as might be expected: the oppressed mountaineers eagerly
desired to place themselves under British protection; and, as far as their limited means
extended, and their unwarlike disposition would permit, aided the attempts made to drive
the Ghoorkas out of the country. The invaders, though greatly superior in intelligence,
and in moral as well as physical qualities, were not sufficiently advanced in point of civi-
lization to be other than a frightful scourge to the conquered country; and, degraded as
the mountain tribes must at this period be considered, their condition would have been
still more deplorable under the continued rule of a people who treated them with the
utmost barbarity. The British government pursued a very humane policy towards those
Ghoorkas who were either unwilling or unable to return to their own country. They
were invited to take service under the conquerors, and were embodied in several batta-
lions engaged to occupy stations in the hill districts, and to maintain the quietude of the

C
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country. They have proved faithful and able soldiers, their resolute defence of the places
entrusted to them proving the best pledges for their future good conduct. Many, even
where resistance was most hopeless, regretted having been induced to surrender, a strict
sense of duty inspiring the belief that they ought to have died at their posts rather than
have yielded. The Asiatic notion of honour is exactly similar to that of the European
mercenaries of the middle ages. The troops make no scruple of changing masters after
the performance of any stipulated service; but while receiving pay, ¢ eating the salt,”
of their employers, consider themselves bound to perish in the cause which they have
espoused.

The present series of views belong to the scenery which occurs in that portion of
the Himalayan regions lying between the rivers Sutlej and Kelee, having for its boundary
on the north and north-east the snowy chain of the Himalaya, and, to the south and south-
west, the plains of Hindostan. Within this tract of country are comprised the provinces
of Sirmoor, Gurwall, and Kumaoon, besides several other inferior states, the whole of
which are either annexed to the British possessions, or have become allies or tributaries
to that government. With the exception of the copious information to be found in
Mr. Frazer’s able volume, and the animated descriptions given of flying tours through the
hills, by Major Archer and Captains Skinner and Mundy, there are only brief notices
extant respecting this exceedingly interesting region. The journals, note-bhooks, and
diaries, kept by the numerous Anglo-Indian travellers flocking to the hills, have not in
many instances found their way to Europe, and it therefore may be confidently expected
that the vast quantity of new and highly-authenticated matter, relative to the Himalaya,
which has been placed at the disposal of the Editor, will render the present work
extremely acceptable to the general reader.
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ROCKS AT COLGONG ON THE GANGES.

Tais beautiful cluster of rocks occurs at about a day’s sail below Janghera, on the river
Ganges, amid exceedingly picturesque scenery of the loveliest kind, yet varied in cha-
racter. In the rainy season the river runs roaring through these rocks with fearful
turbulence, spreading its broad waters like an ocean, the projecting points of Colgong
and Patergotta forming an extensive and beautiful bay, surrounded by an amphitheatre
of hills, from which it is difficult to fancy that a river has supplied the floods that reach
from shore to shore.

These rocks are esteemed holy by Hindoo devotees, and have been sculptured in many
places with the effigies of their gods; a variety of wild garlands, the luxuriant creepers
of the soil, fling down their rich wreaths over the rugged masses of these crags, and
tangled shrubs spring wherever a shallow bed of earth permits them to take root. In
fact, the luxury of foliage cannot be seen to greater perfection than from the rocky islets
of Colgong, which overlook the lovely woods spreading in all directions on the opposite
shore ; while beyond, the Rajmhal hills gleam with the purple glory of the amethyst.

These lovely crags are the haunt of numerous birds; pigeons nestle in the trees, and,
at the slightest alarm, myriads of small water-fowl rush out in snowy flocks, adding, by
their hurried flight, to the animation of the scene; while the numerous flotillas of native
craft, of strange but highly picturesque construction, serve also to heighten the beauty
of a landscape, which, in despite of their superior utility, we must regret should ever be
disturbed by the smoke and paddles of steam-vessels.

Colgong forms the occasional habitation of a fakeer, but does not appear to be the
settled residence of any recluse of great celebrity. There are no regular temples,
although a rude shrine has been shaped out of one of the largest blocks of granite
which crown the summit of the rock to the westward of the group. There are also
caverns in these islands, and it is seldom that either a living or dead specimen of
the religious mendicants, who are established in such places over the whole of Indiz,
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is not to be found here. A nameless tomb occurs upon the summit, probably that
of a Mohammedan saint, for the Hindoos do not usually bury their dead. This
personage, whoever he may be, having received his apotheosis, would be equally vene-
rated by the professors of both religions. The Mohammedans of India, and especially
of Bengal, forgetful that their creed assures them that there is but one God, have no
objection to worship at the shrine of some holy person deified in the imaginations of his
votaries ; while the Hindoos are of so idolatrous a nature, that they will not pass any
altar without dropping a flower upon it by way of offering. The reverence for the dead,
which is a distinguishing trait of the natives of India, is strongly manifested in the lonely
tombs which occupy great numbers of the heights in the vicinity of Rajmhal. Wherever
the traveller comes upon one of those mausoleums, however neglected and apparently
deserted the place may be, he is certain to find the traces of pious care from human hands.
The precincts of the tomb may, perhaps, be the haunt of a solitary jackal, or other beast
of prey, too little accustomed to man’s intrusion to be alarmed at his approach ; and yet
even when it would seem that the prowling savage was sole tenant of the wild, the newly-
swept pavement, strewed with fresh flowers, shews that some human being has recently
performed a daily task. Frequently it is impossible to guess who has been at the pains
to keep the shrine free from the pollutions of bats and birds; but occasionally, scarcely
more human in his outward form than the savage denizens of these deep solitudes, the
attendant fakeer will appear upon the scene, his long, matted locks, and the distinguish-
ing marks of his caste and calling, chalk and dirt, forming his sole attire. Money would
appear to be perfectly superfluous to personages so independent in the way of clothing,
lodging, and, in all probability, food ; but though in some ecases it is not solicited, it is
generally acceptable, and the offered rupee disappears in a marvellous manner, since,
there being no garments, there can be no pockets. _

All the mooring-places within a day’s sail of Colgong, are distinguished for their
surpassing beauty ; and indeed the whole voyage down to Calcutta conducts the traveller
through scenes of the softest enchantment. Rajmhal, in particular, excites the attention
of all who have any taste for picturesque scenery, the ruins of its once splendid palaces
now adding a melancholy interest to the landscape. The origin of this royal city,
stretching into remote antiquity, is lost in the obscurity which hangs over the early
history of the Hindoo dynasties of India, but retaining its dignity and importance after the
Mohammedan conquests, it remained the capital of Bengal during a splendid succession
of princes, who embellished it with the tasteful architecture for which they were famed.
The stone principally found in these interesting remains is a red granite, and its colour,
decayed by age, harmonises well with the lichens and weeds which have flung themselves
over every “ coigne of vantage,” and the trees that now spread their umbrageous foliage
over quadrangle and court. Occasionally we find a mixture of marble, the favourite
material of the luxurious Moguls, and brought into fashion about the reign of Acbar.
A hall of noble dimensions, erected by the sultan Shujah, the unfortunate brother
of Aurungzebe, lined throughout with marble, a product rare in Bengal, has been
advantageously, though not very happily, employed as a receptacle for coals, for the
supply of the steamers which are now common upon the Ganges:—¢ to what base uses
may we come at last!” This hall, one of the few remaining evidences to attest the
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grandeur of the kings and princes who reigned and revelled in Rajmhal, is visited by
every European traveller voyaging on the Ganges, many finding a pensive pleasure in
musing over those vicissitudes of fortune which have reared the red-cross banner of
St. George over the fallen glories of the crescent. While some persons consider the
conversion of the marble hall into a depdt for coals a shocking desecration, others
are of opinion that the element of this new power, which is changing all the moral,
political, and physical relations in the world, and is working a revolution more stupen-
dous and radical than any that history records, is well lodged in a palace. The hall,
once filled with courtiers blazing in diamonds, now contains the true diamond ; while
the emblem of that astonishing power, whose gigantic resources it is impossible to
calculate, lying at anchor under the buttresses of the ancient towers of Rajmhal, in the
shape of a steam-vessel, can scarcely fail to fill the contemplative mind with gorgeous
visions of the future.

A voyage on the Ganges, interesting even when made under all the disadvantages
attending the slow and clumsy craft in which travellers ascending the stream were, when
the wind was against them, towed by the crew, perhaps at the rate of five or six miles
per day, is now performed in the most delightful manner possible in the government iron
steamers. The arrangement of these commodious vessels is very judicious and conve-
nient. The cuddy, a cheerful apartment, with a sky-licht above, and four large windows
on either side, stands athwart-ship, about the centre of the vessel, with eight cabins
abaft, and six before it; a narrow passage runs between each range of cabins, and
terminates in the cuddy, which thus enjoys the most ample ventilation. The vessel,
which is in technical language denominated a flat, is towed by a steamer, also of iron;
and in consequence of the difficulties which at present attend the navigation of a river
beset with shifting sand-banks, the whole concern is brought to anchor at sunset every
evening, the commandant not being allowed to put the steam up until sunrise the fol-
lowing morning. As Government despatches treasure by these boats, they are accom-
panied by a guard of soldiers who live and mess in the steamer, but at eight bells post a
sentinel on the flat; thus enabling the passengers to throw open their windows at night
with the strongest feelings of security—feelings which they would not otherwise enjoy,
the thieves of India being exceedingly expert, and frequently committing great depre-
dations on the river, by means of the small boats, in which they glide noiselessly to
any unguarded vessel, which they speedily strip of every thing valuable.

Native pilots are stationed along the river, who are taken on board at different
points; they receive eighteen rtupees (thirty-six shillings) a month, for which they
have to provide a small dingee (wherry) and crew, to sound all the depths and shoals of
the river. These men are at the present period exceedingly useful in pointing out the
hidden sand-banks which lie perdu at every angle of the stream, and in time, under the
discipline of a good system, may be made invaluable. The roof or deck of the flat
is covered with an awning, and affords a delightful promenade during those periods of
the twenty-four hours, and that season of the year, in which Anglo-Indians may venture
to emerge into open air. The eve of the cold weather is certainly the best time for river
travelling, since, while enjoying a gentle and balmy breeze, the voyager can, without the
slightest personal inconvenience, look out upon the rapid succession of villages, groves,
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and trees, temples, towers, and widely-spread ghauts, which form the beautiful pano-
rama through which he is gliding. As yet the novelty of this extraordinary method
of navigating the Ganges has not worn off in the eyes of the native population on its
banks ; crowds are drawn up to survey the marvellous spectacle, and every employment
is suspended while the fire-ship shoots rapidly along.

JANGHERA, OR THE FAKEER’S ROCK ON THE GANGES.

The river Ganges, in its progress through the plains, waters many spots of remark-
able beauty, but in the whole course of its brilliant career it can scarcely boast a more
splendid landscape than that in which the rocks of Janghera form so prominent a
feature. Standing boldly out in the stream, near a place called Sultangunge, in the
province of Behar, this picturesque pile forms a grand and beautiful object ; it consists of
several masses of grey granite heaped one upon the other in a very picturesque manner,
and forming ledges and terraces which are the sites of several small temples. In some
places a crevice in the rock has afforded room for the roots of a magnificent tree to
expand, and to ecrown with bright foliage the romantic height.

Janghera is supposed, in former times, to have been united by an isthmus to the
shore; but the rapid river continually rolling down, has worn a passage for itself
between, and. the rock is now completely isolated. This place has been considered,
during many .ages, to be particularly holy; and, accordingly, from time immemorial
fakeers have established themselves upon it, deriving a considerable revenue from the
donations of the pious voyagers of the river. A ghaut or landing-place has been con-
structed at the back of this rock, and rude stairs conduct the pilgrims who are desirous
to perform their orisons at the hallowed shrine, to the pagoda at the summit dedicated
to Naryan, who figures as the principal deity of the place. There is an idol of him in
the temple that crowns this beautiful pile, and his image, together with those of Vishnu,
Sceva, and others, is carved in different parts of the rock.

The leading fakeer preserves a dignified seclusion, and is to be seen as silent and as
motionless as the idol himself, seated on a tiger skin, and unencumbered with any cover-
ing except the chalk and ashes with which he is plentifully dedaubed : he has, how-
ever, more active followers in his train, who are at the trouble of collecting the tribute
which he endeavours to exact from all the passers-by, whatever their religious persuasion
may be. These fellows push out from the rock whenever the state of the water will
permit, and follow the voyagers with their importunities. But when the river is full,
and the current, strengthened by the melting of the snow, comes down in one sweeping
flood, there is no loitering under the rock of Janghera, and a vessel sailing up with a
strong wind, against this tide, makes rather a perilous navigation as it stems the rapid
waters. In going down the Ganges at such a period, we pass the rock like an arrow
shot from a bow, only catching a transient glance of its picturesque beauty ; but when
the river is low, and the current flows gently, we may pause to view it at our leisure,
many persons landing to pay a visit to the grim occupant of the pagoda.
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Janghera stands at the very portal of Bengal, a district differing very widely from the
high table-land of Hindostan proper. We leave the arid plains and bare cliffs—which,
except during the season of the rains, give so dreary an aspect to the upper pro-
vinces—for fields of never-failing verdure. The damp climate of Bengal maintains vege-
tation in all its brilliance throughout the year, the period of the rains being only marked
by a coarser and ranker luxuriance, proceeding from a redundance of plants, which
actually appear to cumber and choke up the soil. Janghera, thus happily placed
between the rugged scemery of the upper provinces, and the smiling landscapes of
Bengal, partakes of the nature of both : the Ganges spreads itself like a sea at the foot
of the rock, which on the land-side overlooks a wide expanse of fertile country, havinz
for a back-ground the low ranges of hills which separate Behar from Bengal. These
hills, though rendered exceedingly interesting by their breaking the monotony of the
vast extent of plain which spreads itself on either side, have not until very lately
attracted much attention from the European residents of India. Circumstances, how-
ever, have led to the development of resources which may open a new era in their
history. Veins of coal have been discovered, a circumstance of great importance since
the introduction of steam navigation upon the Ganges. At present the exceeding
unhealthiness of the climate of these fastnesses, for such the hilly districts in this neigh-
bourhood may be deemed, proves a great barrier to research. Cutting roads through
them, and the attempt to bring them into cultivation, we may hope, will lead to improve-
ments which will enable the scientific traveller to penetrate their recesses, and pursue in
their own haunts his studies of the animal creation, hitherto existing in profound soli-
tudes scarcely trodden by the foot of man. The ornithologist has found a considerable
accession to the catalogue of birds : a splendid animal of the bovine genus, the gaour,
feeds in the valleys, and the hippopotamus is supposed to inhabit the lonely rivers of
Gundwana ; the gaour differing considerably from the bison, or any'other known spe-
cimen of the class, is altogether new in the records of zoology, and prevailing opinion
confines the hippopotamus to Africa; it is therefore a matter of some importance to
establish the existence of the one, and to render the other useful in a domestic
capacity. Specimens of the gaour have found their way to the general mart in India,
the fair at Hurdwar, but the attempts hitherto made to tame this fine animal have
proved unsuccessful : those individuals that have been exhibited measured upwards of
sixteen hands in height. The gaour somewhat resembles the buffalo in form, but has a
much finer coat; it is distinguished by an excrescence running down the back, which by
casual observers has been mistaken for the hump found in the common Indian bullock;
and its appearance is so rare as to excite great curiosity among the native community,
who crowd eagerly to gaze upon it when taking its place among the curiosities of

Hurdwar.
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SUWARREE OF SEIKS, AND VIEW NEAR THE SUTLEJ RIVER.

A native Suwarree, or train of a great personage, in India always forms a picturesque
and splendid pageant, but in the present dwindled state of Asiatic pride, none can stand
a comparison with that of Runjeet Singh. In addition to all the glittering groups which
the king of Oude can bring in support of his dignity, the chief of Lahore displays a
martial host of followers, who have added many broad lands to his dominions, and ren-
dered numerous warlike tribes tributary to the state.

Runjeet Singh, in the centre of a brilliant cavalcade, composed of superb-looking
men, mounted upon stately elephants or gallant steeds, and shining in all the panoply of
polished weapons, jewels, and gold, realizes the beau-ideal which the most vivid imagi-
nation can have formed of the gorgeous splendours of an Asiatic prince. The scene
represented in the accompanying Plate was sketched upon the river Sutlej, near a for-
tified Seik town, commanding a view of the snowy peaks of the Himalaya mountains, at
the distance of a hundred and twenty miles. |

Runjeet Singh, like other native potentates, when appearing in public, is attended
by hawk and hound, his falconers bearing the regal birds upon their wrists, and a pack
of dogs being led before him : his elephants, camels, and horses are of the finest breed,
and amongst the latter, he is particularly pleased with a specimen presented by Lord
William Bentinck—a noble, though what is esteemed in his native land a clumsy animal,
employed only as a beast of draught in the great brewing establishments in England, but
which has sometimes the honour of carrying the maha-rajah himself, and has had the
title of hathee-sa-ghora bestowed upon it, (elephant-horse.) Runjeet Singh himself is a
slim, active personage, and would probably have even been considered handsome, but for
the ravages of the small-pox, which has deprived him of the sight of one eye. He dresses
richly, and is upon state occasions distinguished for a remarkably fine diamond, called
the kohi noor, or hill of light, which is said to be unique, and to exceed in size and
splendour any specimens of the gem known in Europe. The manner in which the
maha-rajah is stated to have possessed himself of this jewel is not greatly to his credit.

In September, 1812, the queens of Shah Sujah, and Zeman Shah, of Cabul, took
refuge from the troubles of.their country, and were received in Lahore with every
demonstration of respect. Sujah, the deposed king, having been made prisoner by
treachery, was conveyed by the governor of Attock to his brother, who at this period
ruled over Cashmere. Two grand objects of the Seik’s ambition and avarice, the pos-
session of the celebrated valley, and of the hill of light, appearing now to be brought by
fortuitous eircumstances within his grasp, he determined, if possible, to make the attain-
ment of the one, a pretence for the concession of the other. With this view he gave the
queen to understand, that he was resolved to espouse the cause of her husband in the
most chivalrous manner ; to liberate him from his confinement, and bestow upon him
the fort of Rotas, together with a sufficient territory for the maintenance of his dignity.
The afflicted lady, overjoyed and gratified, expressed a deep appreciation of the intended
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kindness, and it was then delicately hinted, that, in order to stimulate her friend to the
enterprise, it would be advisable to present him with the kohi noor, a gem which he
was very anxious to possess. The queen, who was no bad diplomatist, declared herself
quite certain that the moment her husband found himself at liberty, he would be but too
happy to gratify the wishes of the invaluable friend who had started up in his distress,
but that at present the diamond was in pawn at Candabar, for two lacs of rupees.
Runjeet Singh believed as much of the representation as he pleased ; but having shewn
his desire to obtain the diamond, it was necessary to prevent it from being despatched to
a place of security ; and, therefore, entirely losing sight of the chivalric character which
he had lately assumed, he threw the confidential servants of the unfortunate princesses
into close confinement, and surrounded their abode with sentinels, who had strict
orders to search every person who should attempt to pass. This measure not having the
desired effect, he determined to resort to one still more disgraceful, and deprived the
ladies and their household of all supplies, either of food or water, for two days. These
heroic women still holding out, the Seik was ashamed of continuing a system likely to
end in the death of the parties who had claimed his hospitality, and was fain to be
content with a promise of the jewel, to be redeemed when the imprisozed monarch
should be put in possession of Rotas. Runjeet Singh now set seriously to work, and
having entered into an alliance with the ruler of Affghanistan, they agreed to send
a large force into Cashmere, which had rebelled, to subdue the country, and to obtain
the person of Shah Sujah.

The expedition was successful, but it cost Runjeet rather dearly, many Seiks perishing
in the snow ; and his ally, Futty Khan, deriving the greater share of the benefit. This
chieftain installed his brother in the government of the valley, and the Seiks were for
the present obliged to remain content with the custody of the royal captive, who was
conveyed to his family at Lahore. The success of the expedition furnished a fair pretext
for the renewal of the inhospitable demand for the great diamond; and the king vainly
endeavoured to evade the sacrifice, by professing his willingness to fulfil the promise
given by his wife, when the restoration of the territory should enable him to redeem the
precious kohi noor now in pledge for two lacs. Runjeet Singh was not so easily cajoled;
he therefore proceeded to extremuties, imprisoned his unhappy guests, threatened them
with perpetual incarceration, and kept them without food for several days. Perceiving
resistance to be useless, Shah Sujah at last came to terms, stipulating for a sum of money
and a month’s time, to recover the diamond, and pay off the loan upon it; but this
attempt to gain something in exchange was not successful. Runjeet Singh, too wary to
be outwitted, and well knowing how easily he could repossess himself of money advanced
to a prisoner, produced the two lacs without hesitation, and a day was appointed for the
surrender of the coveted jewel.

Shah Sujah, the representative of a race of kings, sat in dignified silence opposite to
the mean-spirited oppressor, whose family, raised to power by a freak of fortune, could
only trace their descent from thieves. Itis said, that for a whole hour the exiled monarch
gazed impressively upon the robber chief without speaking, and that Runjeet Singh,
whom this mute eloquence failed to move, desired somebody acquainted with the Persian
language to remind his majesty of the purpose for which they had met. The shah,
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without opening his lips, ¢ spoke with his eyes” to an attendant, who, retiring, returned
with a small parcel, which he placed between the great men. The envelopes were
speedily removed, and the jewellers, who were stationed behind, recognising the diamond,
assured their master, that it was the veritable koki noor.

Nothing now remained but the repossession of the two lacs; which was speedily
accomplished. Runjeet despatched a picked body of his satellites to the residence of his
unfortunate guests, with orders to bring away, without any reservation, the money and
jewels belonging to the party. These commands were literally obeyed; not only every
ornament being taken, but rich dresses also, together with the swords, shields, and
matchlocks, which were mounted in gold or silver. The maha-rajah appropriated
every thing which he thought worthy of retention to his own use, sending back those
articles which he considered to be of little or no value, observing to his courtiers, that it
was useless to get a bad name for such rubbish. Nothing more being procurable, and
some feeling of policy or remorse preventing him from taking the lives of those whom
he had so shamefully pillaged, Runjeet Singh allowed the females to escape to Loodianah,
where they were some time afterwards rejoined by their husbands, on whom the British
government settled 50,000 rupees, (five thousand pounds a year,) which they continue to
enjoy. The Mogul and Affghan horse-dealers, who frequent the fair at Hurdwar, (if their
reports may be relied upon,) would give us reason to believe that the situation of the
ex-king of Cabool excites great interest and compassion, and that the tributaries of
Runjeet Singh would be delighted, were the British to restore Shah Sujah to the throne.
These men seem to be much puzzled to guess the reason that the English do not invade
the maha-rajah’s territories; they abhor the Seiks, because they are gradually seizing the
Affghan dependencies, and they fancy that the Lahore chieftain pays six cowries in the
rupee to the Company, for permission to hold the countries he has conquered, and to
receive their revenues, our non-interference system being otherwise unaccountable.

Runjeet Singh, though owing the greater portion of his acquisitions to craft of the
lowest kind, and of the most unjustifiable nature, is possessed of talents of no common
order, which, if properly cultivated, would have secured for him an ascendancy based
upon a more honourable foundation ; but with too many of the vices of the Asiatic cha-
racter, he has also a very large proportion of those ridiculous notions which are obsolete
in countries illuminated by the light of science. The Seik ruler is a great believer in
omens, and not only consults the stars, but also the chirpings of birds, previous to any
measure of importance. He has lately suffered from ill health, but the remedies pre-
seribed by European physicians have been neglected, for the advice of soothsayers.
These personages took upon themselves to discover the cause of the malady of the
sovereign, which some old beggar-woman had naturally enough attributed to the
oppression of his people. Upon consulting the stars, they found Saturn in the
ascendant, a planet which, according to general belief, always exerts a baleful influ-
ence. There was no difficulty now in tracing the liver complaint and dysentery of the
lion of the Punjab, to its true source : but what was to be done in such an emergence?
the dislodgment of a planet from the sky ‘being beyond the power of the maha-rajah,
great as he undoubtedly is. Nevertheless, it was necessary to hit upon some method to
get rid of the malignant influence, and it was determined to transport the planet in
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effigy out of the Seik dominions into the British territory, in the expectation, that on its
arrival on the coast, the Governor-General would evince his friendship by transporting
Saturn beyond the kalapance, or salt ocean. The credit of this ingenious device is due
to Mudhsoodun Pundit, and other learned men, who, according to the statement in the
Lahore ukhbars, recommended his highness to cause an effigy of the planet Saturn to
be made of gold, set with sapphires, and to give the same, with a black shawl, to a
brahmin of some other country, who should be placed in a rath, or car, of a dark colour,
drawn by buffaloes instead of bullocks, and transported along with the image across the
river, when, with the blessing of Providence, the maha-rajah would speedily recover.

This notable expedient was instantly adopted, and a golden effigy of the planet
speedily constructed. When it was finished, a brahmin of the Chobal class, a native
of Mutah, was found, to undertake this novel charge, who, after being bathed in oil, and
his person blackened from head to foot, was clad in sable garments; when the effigy in
question, with a pair of gold bracelets, five hundred rupees in cash, and a black horse,
with a black saddle, were given, according to the rite called Sung-kluss. After being
placed in a covered rath, drawn by a pair of buffaloes, the brahmin, accompanied by
two battalions of soldiers, was ordered to be carried across the river. It is needless to
add, that the instant that Saturn left Lahore, the maha-rajah nearly recovered ; the
farther progress of the planet was not stated, but it was supposed that his highness
would be quite well before it reached Loodianah.

Runjeet Singh entertains crowds of dancing-girls at his court, and has, in his old
age, scandalized the more fastidious portion of the community, by raising one of these
ladies to the throne. The celebrated dancer, Gool-bahar, having frequently attracted
the attention of her lord, at length obtained sufficient influence over him to induce him
to make her his wife. The marriage was solemnized with all the pomp and splendour
consistent with the rank and dignity of the bridegroom, made happy in the possession of
a beauty, whose charms are stated to be transcendent. It is said that no report can
possibly exaggerate the attractions of the lady, whose loveliness far surpasses any idea
that can be formed of it.

Not content with the usual number of female attendants, Runjeet Singh has a
band of amazons armed, and equipped as a guard to the Zenana; these women are
splendidly dressed, and many are said to be very handsome, and great favourites of their

sovereign.

ENTRANCE TO THE KEEREE PASS, LEADING TO THE
VALLEY OF DEYRAH DHOON.

A visit to the Hills, the common term applied in India to the inferior ranges of the
Himalaya mountains, forms one of the most agreeable diversities which can occur in the
lives of the European residents of Hindostan. Many are compelled to try the effects
of a more bracing climate for the recovery of health; but the love of the picturesque,
and a desire to seek amusement in change of scene, prove the principal incentives to

a great number of travellers.



20 VIEWS IN INDIA.

In a tour of pleasure to the hills, made by a party from whose journals the following
notes have been taken, the route pursued lay through the district of Saharunpore, a part
of the province of Delhi, which at one period was said to have formed the granary of
the upper country. Though portions of the land are still very fertile, its condition at the
present time is not so flourishing; the devastating influence of the Ghoorka invasions
having been very severely felt. A new era, however, is opening for India; and, as we
surveyed the magnificent prospect around us, our hearts warmed with the hope that the
lapse of a quarter of a century would add to their sublimity attractions of another kind—
those which will arise from the skilful application of science in aid of the natural
resources of the country.

The view of the Himalaya from a spot in the vicinity of Saharunpore, is of that
dreamy, poetical description, which, though full of beauty, presents little that is definite.
Two inferior belts, divided from each other by deep intersecting vales, appear tier above
tier, the pyramidal snow-capped heights, which seem to lift themselves into another
world, crowning the whole with almost awful majesty. From this site, the mountain
ranges have all the indistinctness which belongs to the land of faérie, and which, leaving
the imagination to luxuriate in its most fanciful creations, lends enchantment to the scene.
The pure dazzling whiteness of the regions of eternal snow, give occasionally so cloud-
like an appearance to the towering summits, as to induce the belief that they form a part of
the heaven to which they aspire; while in other states of the atmosphere they stand out in
bold relief, either catching the rays of the sun, and reflecting a golden tint, or rearing
their lofty points, white with the unsullied snow of ages, against a darkened sky, shewing
that while all else on earth is liable to change, they endure immutable and for ever.

The northern part of the district of Saharunpore lies within the influence of the hills,
and rain occasionally falls throughout the year along the Sewalik range, at the distance
of a few miles; but notwithstanding that it is traversed by streams which take their rise
from springs in these hills, it suffers from want of water; and there is every reason to
believe that Artesian wells migut be formed with great success, and much advantage to
the distriet. :

The city of Saharunpore is of very ancient date, but possesses few or no remains
of interest: a fortress strengthened for the purpose of resisting the incursions of the
Ghoorkas, and a religious institution in the neighbourhood, being the only places worthy
of a visit, with the exception of the botanical garden, which forms, indeed, its principal
attraction. Though not so great a pet of the government as the Calcutta establishment,
the garden at Saharunpore is kept in excellent order, the most being made of the compa-
ratively small sum allowed for its maintenance. Common report states, that this useful
and ornamental work owes its existence to the family of Zahita Khan, a former chief’;
but it must have undergone great changes since its early formation, being laid out in
serpentine walks, which, with their flower-borders, and shrubs of foreign growth, render
it truly English in its aspect. Divested of the formality which characterises native
plantations, the garden at Saharunpore may be said to combine all the advantages of a
highly embellished pleasure-ground with the interest of the nursery, and on this account
to excel many of the most celebrated specimens of landscape-gardening at home. There
are rides and drives through this beautiful enclosure, which, being secluded, and free from
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dust, become the favourite places of rendezvous for the European residents of the station.
Amongst the splendid creepers, denizens of a tropic clime, arising in verdant pomp, there
isa more humble stranger, the ivy, which grows with the utmost luxuriance, and by its
association with home scenes, the ancient village church, and old baronial hall, awakens
a thousand tender recollections in the breast of the traveller : here, too, is to be found the
violet, betraying itself by its delicious odour, and bringing with it thrilling remembrances
of our loved and distant native land. Amid a large collection of hill trees and shrubs,
which shew the possibility of inuring the hardy denizens of the north to the heat of the
Indian plains, there are splendid specimens of the flora of Hindostan. The plants are
generally cultivated in the first instance at Mussooree, a station in the hills, and the expe-
riments made at Saharunpore have been confirmed at Bareilly, where a fir-tree may be
seen thirty feet in height, together with the walnut, cherry, barberry, hawthorn, and
apricot, which grow without much care being taken in their cultivation. Bareilly, how-
ever, seems to possess a soil peculiarly favourable to foreign products: it is celebrated for
the excellence and abundance of its strawberries, a fruit which, though growing freely in
some parts of India, cannot always be cultivated with success.

Saharunpore may be called the threshold of the hill districts; and, in addition to its
garden, the scientific traveller finds other objects of interest, some gentlemen-residents
having opened a rich and inexhaustible mine of fossil remains in the Sewalik hills. This
range abounds with relics of a former world, and is also said to be favourable to the
growth of the tea plant, which the inhabitants of Sukroudah affirm, upon traditional
authority, to have been brought there in former times by a fakeer, but subsequently lost
in consequence of neglect. The religious establishment mentioned as being one of the
lions of Saharunpore, consists of a body of Gosseins, one of the numerous tribes of Hindoo
devotees. This class distinguish themselves by dyeing their hair yellow, and substituting
oil and ashes for more decent covering ; they present one of those anomalies so frequently
found among the people of India, many of them practising the most frightful austerities,
for the sake, it would appear, of worldly wealth; for these deformed, miserable-looking
wretches are said to be rich, and to indulge occasionally in all the luxuries of life. The
Gosseins of Saharunpore are great patrons of monkeys—animals which are held sacred all
over India, but are in some places peculiar objects of veneration. It is said that in one of
the battles of a favourite god against a powerful enemy, the giant, Humaoon, led an army
of moukeys to the assistance of the nearly-worsted deity, and thus turned the tide of
fortune in his favour—a service for which they have been ever afterwards tolerated, and,
in many instances, worshipped, by the idolatrous portion of the natives of India. Where
monkeys reside under the protection of a fraternity like this of Saharunpore, they are
subjected to a very necessary degree of control, and learn to conduct themselves with as
much propriety as their natural propensities will admit. There are certain limits assigned,
which they are not allowed to pass with impunity, whatever may be the temptation to
commit a trespass. Every day at noon, one of the Gosseins on whom this duty devolves,
rings a bell, which causes the whole of the monkeys attached to the establishment to assem-
ble in front of the temple, where they await their diurnal meal with all the gesticulation
and grimace which such a crowd would naturally exhibit. The moment that the priest,
bearing an earthen pot filled with grain, is descried, the whole party is on the qui vive,
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pressing forwards to the utmost limit, and endeavouring to get before their brethren, and
thus secure the greatest share of the provant. Should any unlucky wight, in his eager-
ness to approach the tempting vase, overstep the bounds assigned, he is beaten and turned
out. The grain being scattered amongst the expectant crowd, a general scramble takes
place ; each strives to fill his pouch at the expense of his neighbour, and, while biting,
scratching, and tearing, is intent upon the grand object of the fray. Amid this fierce
contention, the grain speedily disappears, the largest possible quantity being bagged in
the shortest possible time; and at the sound of a second bell the monkeys make their
exit. There are, however, festival days, on which, in addition to their usual allowance,
they are regaled with fruit; the whole scene affording much entertainment to the
by-standers, who, whatever their religious creed may be, are allowed to witness it without
scruple.

On leaving Saharunpore, on our march to the valley of the Dhoon, our road conducted
us through the Keeree Pass; and this lovely portal to a new country gave delightful
promise of the scenery beyond. The distant view which we had caught of the true
Himalaya, the birth-place and abode of the gods of Hindostan, was lost, and the scene
became one of the softest beauty imaginable, the devious valley winding through rocky
eminences, and richly clothed with stately trees. At every step of our progress, the
landscape changed its features, and, though the character remained the same, presented so
great a variety of forms, of crag and precipice, wild rock, deep forest, and smiling valley,
that we paused continually in delightful amazement—now recognising, with that joy which
the exile alone can feel, in suddenly encountering some well-known object, points of
resemblance between our northern homes—and now struck with wonder by some splendid
production of an Indian soil. Here, in all its native luxuriance, may be seen the giant
creeper, which, with justice, is denominated the monarch of its tribe—the scandent
bauhinia. This enormous parasite winds its snake-like stem, which attains the size, and
somewhat resembles the body of the boa-constrictor, round the trunk of the forest-trees,
either mingling its flowers with their foliage, or flinging them from the festoons which it
forms from branch to branch as it travels along. Therich scent of these superb blossoms,
together with that of the baubool, filling the air with perfume, and gratifying at once the
sight and smell.

The elevation of these low hills, composing, as it were, the outworks of the Himalaya,
varies from five to nine hundred feet above the plains, and about fwo thousand five
hundred above the level of the sea. Geologists describe them as being composed chiefly
of sandstone of different degrees of destructibility, of indurated clay, and beds of rounded
pebbles and gravel, circumstances which characterise them throughout the range, from
Hurdwar to its termination. The thick forest and brushwood are full of peacocks, and,
amid game of less importance, the tiger is to be found, while hares, and the black and
gray partridge, literally swarm in the neighbourhood. There are two halting-places in
the Keeree Pass, one the Mohun Chokee, at the entrance, and the Shoupore Choke:z
within the pass, which extends to a length of upwards of six miles. Our party consisted
of several persons, and we had with us a numerous cortége, comprising horses, elephants,
and bullocks, for the conveyance of the baggage; ‘our encampment, therefore, was
extensive and picturesque, and rendered animated by groups of our people assembled
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round their fires, the horses and elephants picketed under the trees, with the bullocks
reposing on the ground. In looking out on this scene, we all experienced an exhilaration
of spirits which the cool and bracing air, and the anticipation of pleasures still to come,
were so well calculated to produce. It is not, however, at all times and seasons that
travellers journeying through these low passes, of which there are several, to the Valley
of the Dhoon, can rejoice in the climate; for at some periods of the year, few can
encounter the malaria, which comes laden with jungle fever, with impunity. Vegetation,
in the thickly-wooded regions which form the outer belt of the Himalaya, riots in the
strenzth given to it by the extensive swampy places which intersect the forests, and the
exceeding heat of the solar rays. Nurtured in this hot and damp atmosphere, the coarser
weeds and grasses exhale a rank steam, which impregnates the whole air, warning the
traveller to pass onward without delay, and to guard by every means in his power against
the attacks of the insidious enemy. Unfortunately, it is at the most deleterious season of
the year that the sportsman, in India, is tempted, by the abundance of the nobler kinds
of game, to try his fortune in these pestiferous jungles. The ardour and excitement of
the pursuit, the active employment of the mind, for ever upon the alert to make the most
of some favourable circumstance, and the unyielding spirit which defies all hazards, and
seems to delight in danger, certainly in many instances prove great preservatives. An
old sportsman, one who has survived his early training, enduring, without the natural
consequences of fever and ague, long field-days against the tiger in the hottest weather,
may set all the physical ills which flesh is heir to at defiance; but there are many who
break up in this dangerous attempt, some speedily finding a grave, while others return
home with impaired health or ruined constitutions. Three young officers returning from
a tour of pleasure in the hills, and incautiously exposing themselves to the malaria of the
forests, which skirt their bases, were struck down with fever, and, though living to reach
a spot where medical aid could be obtained, speedily fell victims to their temerity.

There are parts of these woody ranges so strongly infected with poisonous exhalations,
that at the worst season they are deserted even by the brute creation; monkeys, tigers,
every species of quadruped, together with the birds, urged by some instinctive warning,
quit the deadly spot, and seek a resting-place in distant and more healthful scenes.

THE GANGES ENTERING THE PLAINS NEAR HURDWAR.

After journeying for some days through an inland country, the sight of a river always
affords gratification, and at all times and seasons European travellers, possessing the
slightest degree of sensibility, share in the enthusiasm with which the natives hail a view
of the Ganges. At the spot in which we now beheld it, the sacred river was peculiarly
interesting : it had already traversed in its winding course over a hundred and fifty miles,
from its secluded mountain birth-place, amid mighty labyrinths of rocks; and, now,
having forced a passage through the last barrier, fairly emerged in a broad clear stream
upon the plains. No longer opposed by difficulties, the rage and fury of its rush has
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subsided, tranquillity characterizing the torrent which came foaming and dashing from
its source, now leaping a precipice, and now wearing away the solid rock in the impe-
tuosity of its progress.

Beyond the point in which the Ganges enters the plains, to its final junetion with the
ocean, a distance of twelve hundred miles, it flows smoothly and placidly along, occa-
sionally vexed and ruffled by the tempest, or, assuming an alarming degree of velocity, as
swelled by the melting of the snows, its strong current flies with the speed of an arrow.
There are, however, no cataracts in its long descent towards the sea, the fall being some-
what less than a foot a mile, through a channel which varies in width very considerably
in particular places and at particular seasons, until, as the mighty river approaches the
ocean, it spreads out its waters afar, pouring them forth in a flood ten miles broad.
The Ganges is not fordable below its conflux with the Jumna; but though it may be
crossed by men and animals at several places previous to its junetion with this majestic
tributary, the navigation is never interrupted from the spot in which it runs into the
plains. Its rise is seldom above thirty-two feet, and when it reaches this height, it
spreads over the adjacent country like a sea, inundating the low land, and frequently
destroying whole villages, those that remain rising like islands in the midst of the
flood.

The road by which we travelled was skirted on one side by a precipitous craggy
range, clothed with lichens and creepers of various descriptions, and crowned occa-
sionally with a tree spreading its delicate foliage against the sky, a ladder of bamboo
here and there aiding the ascent. Beautiful wild flowers, some of them highly odorous,
were springing from the clefts, while the bright river which glided beside us blushed
with the pink of the lotus blossoming on the surface.

The Ganges, at this place, abounds with fish of all kinds; and, amongst them, the
king of the finny tribes, the noble mahaseer, or great-head, which by many persons is
esteemed the most delicious fresh-water fish which ever gratified the palate of an
epicure. It rises to the fly, affording excellent sport to the angler, sometimes attaining
the size of a large cod, and is taken with considerable difficulty, even by those who
have been accustomed to salmon-fishing in the most celebrated rivers of Scotland. The
mahaseer is sent to table in various ways, Indian cooks being famous for their fish-stews
and curries ; but it does not require any adventitious aid from the culinary art, as it is
exquisite when plain-boiled, being, according to the best gastronomic authority, luscious
but yet unsatiating. In India, fish can only be eaten in perfection on the banks of the
stream where it is caught; it must be cooked immediately upon its capture, for it will
not bear salf, and after boiling can only be kept for a few hours in a pickle composed of
vinegar, chilies, and green ginger. With respect to this latter adjunct, those who
possess any philanthropic feeling will unite in the hope that at some not very distant
period the root which produces it may be made to flourish in European gardens, for
there can be nothing that enters more generally into the composition of every dish,
whether savoury or sweet. The warm aromatic flavour differs widely from the harsh
biting heat of the dried root, while the stewed slices possess a degree of richness and
delicacy which are highly agreeable to the taste. This digression in favour of the
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mahaseer, and green ginger, though characteristic of Indian travellers, may be considered
by some readers out of place at an approach to one of the most sacred spots throughout
Hindostan.

We were journeying to the gate of Huna, or Vishnu, the most popular of the Hindu
triad : the town of Hurdwar, or Hurrudwar, a scene chosen from time immemorial for
the concourse of pilgrims from every part of the Eastern world. To behold the Ganges
at the moment in which, having forced a passage through the mountains, it glides in one
broad stream along the plain, seems to the exhausted devotee, who has suffered every
fatigue and privation consequent upon a long and painful journey, aided by very scanty
means, as more than a recompense for all his toils. He gazes, enraptured, on the holy
river, and, gathering up his failing strength to the task, presses onward, but too happy
to yield up life with the first plunge of his body in the hallowed wave. A blessed
immortality is, according to universal belief amongst the followers of Brahma, secured
to the person who thus has ended his career on earth; and many, wearied of life, and
anxious to enter scenes of purer enjoyment, will either commit suicide, or, if too feeble
to perform the act themselves, prevail upon their friends to hasten the moment of dis-
solution, leaving their bodies to float down the Ganges, while their souls are absorbed in
the divine essence.

It is at this place that persons journeying from a great distance are anxious to fill
their jars with water, in order that they may carry a portion of the sacred element to
their homes. Sometimes these water-pots are conveyed in a very picturesque manner,
being slung upon bamboos resting upon the shoulders of long files of men, and gaily
decorated with flowers and peacocks’ feathers. Rich and pious Hindoos, who inhabit
the Deccan and other remote provinces, spend large sums of money in procuring the
holy-water of the Ganges, which is brought to them by a class of persons who obtain
their livelihood by their long journeys. They are, however, content to take the water
at the nearest point, and, if not basely maligned, are said to have little seruple about
supplying any deficiencies, occasioned by breakage and leakage on the road, at the first
river or well which they pass on their way. Some precautions are taken to prevent
these frauds: in order to prove that the water has in reality been brought from the
Ganges, the bearers obtain a certificate to that effect, together with a seal, with which
the proper official at the place where it is filled, closes the vessel. The jars are enclosed
in a frame-work of bamboo slung at either end of a pole of the same, which 1s carried
across the shoulder, and is borne in this manner many hundred miles. The bearers of
the Ganges water, though having literally nothing to tempt the plunderer, have been
frequently murdered of late years by those frightful bands of assassins, the Thugs, who
consider it to be an act of duty towards their goddess Bhowanee, who represents the
destructive power, to sacrifice all the victims which she throws in their way, and there-
fore murder the most poverty-stricken wretches, in the hope of being rewarded by a
richer booty.

An acquaintance with a tithe of the horrors, the shocking waste of human life, the
fearful sum of human suffering, produced by the most barbarous as well the most incon-
sistent religion which the distempered imagination of man has ever framed, suffice to call
forth melancholy feelings in the breast of the Christian spectator, as he gazes upon the

G
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bright waters, subjected to so many and such dreadful pollutions. Recognizing the
Supreme Power in the blessings which a benignant Deity lavishes upon the objects of its
creation, an untutored mind may be forgiven, if, ignorant of the Source whence the benefit
is derived, adoration and homage should be paid to the tree affording shade, or to the
river, which supplies the element so necessary for the preservation and enjoyment of life.
But the Hindoos have, with the blindest perversity, departed from the early simplicity of
their creed, and have reared, throughout scenes of tranquil beauty, altars cemented with
human blood, desecrating the pure waters of the Ganges with the swollen corses of the
dead, who have been murdered on its banks, in obedience to the most horrid superstition.
It is deemed incumbent upon the relatives of a dying person to hurry the unfortunate to the
side of some sacred river, there to breathe the last sigh; and when death is protracted,
and exposure to cold dews or a burning sun fail to accomplish the object desired, the
sufferer is relieved from his miseries by a more summary mode, the mouth and nostrils
being stopped with the mud of the Ganges, which is supposed to possess purifying qua-
lities. There can be no doubt that the death of multitudes is hastened by this process:
for when once a patient is brought down to the water to die, recovery is deemed dis-
graceful, inasmuch as it proves that the person thus escaping is rejected by the gods.

In consequence of the expense of burning a corse upon a funeral pile, wood being in
India both scarce and dear, individuals belonging to the poorer classes are after death
thrust into the river with very little ceremony, affording a shocking spectacle to unac-
customed eyes, as they float down generally with the ghastly head above the water.
People who can afford it, obtain wood for the performance of the last sad rites ; but,
generally speaking, they grudge the cost of a quantity sufficient for the purpose of
reducing the body to ashes; it is merely scorched a little, and then consigned to the
Ganges. When incremation is completed, the traveller who is so unfortunate as to
pitch his tent or moor his boat near the scene of action, suffers very considerable annoy-
ance from the effluvia arising from the burning corpse, while at the same time his
eyes may be shocked by the sight of some huge carrion-bird, wafted down the river by
the prey which it has seized and is devouring, a corpse being frequently indicated by the
vulture which has perched upon it.

These are some of the sights which deform a river, whose calm and heavenly beauty
few can behold unmoved by admiration. Cold indeed must be the person who could
refuse to acknowledge the loveliness of the scene presented in the accompanying Plate ;
and every step of the road there delineated, constructed by Government into the valley of
the Dhoon, leads to some region equally gratifying to the eye of taste.

PART OF THE GHAUT AT HURDWAR.

A fair takes place annually at Hurdwar in the month of April, lasting nearly a fort-
night, that being the period chosen by the pilgrims, who flock from all parts of India, to
perform their ablutions in the Ganges. The auspicious moment is calculated by the
brahmins, who aver that a great increase in the efficacy of the rite is derivable from its

performance when Jupiter is in Aquarius or the sun enters Aries, which happens every
twelfth year.
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The immense concourse of persons drawn to Hurdwar by religious motives, has
attracted others, who take advantage of this promiscuous meeting, to dispose of mer-
chandise brought from the uttermost parts of the world, and which thus finds its way to
every accessible place throughout India. There are, of course, purchasers as well as
sellers, who resort to the fair for the purpose of buying cattle, shawls, and jewels, either
for their own use, or to dispose of again. Many, also, visit the fair purely from motives
of curiosity, this portion of the spectators being chiefly composed of Europeans and rich
Mohammedans, who travel, particularly the latter, in great splendour. The peace in this
promiscuous multitude is kept by a large detachment from the Sirmoon battalion of the
Hill-rangers, who come down from their quarters at Deyrah Dhoon, and garrison an
island in the centre of the river, where they are out of the way, and yet at hand to pre-
vent disturbance ; while there are magistrates present, with a very considerable body of
police, to enforce the rules and regulations necessary for the preservation of order in an
assembly composed of such heterogeneous materials.

The climate of Hurdwar during the early part of April is exceedingly variable : from
four in the afternoon, until nine or ten o’clock on the following day, the wind generally
blows from the north or east over the snowy mountains, rendering the air delightfully
cool ; during the intermediate hours, however, the thermometer frequently rises to 94°;
and the clouds of dust arising from the concourse of people, together with their beasts
of burden, collected at this place, add considerably to the annoyance sustained from
the heat. -

The principal road to Hurdwar lies through the town of Khunkul, which is also a
Teerut, or place of Hindoo pilgrimage, overlooking the Ganges : it is very well built,
and adorned with several commodious ghauts, constructed of cut freestone, landing-
places descending by long flights of steps into the river. This town chiefly consists of
one principal street, running north and south parallel with the course of the water, and
composed of handsome houses belonging to rich merchants and brabhmins from every
part of India. In fact, the ownership of a house at Khunkul, shews the proprietor to
be a man of great wealth, and considerable importance in society. It is like possessing
a place at Melton Mowbray. The greater number of these mansions are unhappily
disfigured by paintings, executed in a very barbarous manner in the most glaring
colours, without, of course, the slightest attention either to shadow, proportion, or per-
spective. The house-tops are covered with troops of monkeys, animals sufficiently
sagacious to discover those places in which their species is held in reverence. These
creatures are sacred in every stronghold of Hindoo superstition, and from their multi-
tudes become perfect nuisances, it being difficult to prevent their invasion into every
apartment of a private residence. There are at Khunkul numerous serais for the
accommodation of the people who resort to it at the time of the fair; and when full,
these long quadrangular buildings, furnished all round with suites of small apartments,
present a very singular