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Sth National Water Convention

Jal Biradari

Many conferences take place around water with experts,
politicians, Government. representatives, scientist etc. But most
often the voices of the common people are not being heard-they on
the ground who are actually making a difference on a small scale
basis. Instead we hear big words like “Millennium Development
Goals”; “Water For All”; “Foreseeable Future” “Sustainable
Development” the listis getting bigger with every new conference.

In the meantime small silent actions and efforts which with time have
made a major contribution in conserving water, are being done at
community level.

Nowdays there is a huge talk regarding interlinking of rivers?

How can we implement such a mega project to achieve solutions to
all the existing problems at a large scale when we know about the
differences regarding physical and cultural aspects which varies within
amile?

We look at the Moon for Lakhs and Lakhs of alternatives when
answers lie in front of us.

Our Arrogance has kept the very people away from the decision
making process, whose expertise is like a second nature to them,
whose heart and mind remain close to the soil and its pattern from
dawn to dusk.



All round the country grassroots movements are taking place such as
Tarun Bharat Sangh who are working on decentralize water
management and doing policy and advocacy in association with the
village community for last 20 years.

As the grassroot movement actions is echoing across the country more
and more people are getting involved in water conservation and more
recently advocating on policy level issues on water giving initiative to
Jal Biradari .

This movement was initiated in April 2001 in the working field area
of TBS at Nimbi village (near Jaipur). Around five thousand water
warriors from all over the country participated in the convention and
from here the issue of people’s water right and country wide water
movement started. The responsibility of leading the movement was
given to Shri Rajendra Singh a senior volunteer of Tarun Bharat

Sangh.

Jal Biradari is a brotherhood of individuals from all walks of life, farmers
groups, social groups, voluntary organizations, Non government
organization, research institutions, social scientist, water experts
basically all who are concerned about the conservation of water, forest
and soil and promote water conservation work as well as re-establish
the community rights over water.

.Since 1998, Jal Biradari through its awareness programs, conferences,
Jal sammelans and discussions is aiming to develop people-oriented
National and State Water Policy.

Jal Biradari in itself is a culture, brotherhood associated with the nature.
This is an organization of individuals who believes to rejuvenate the
nature by living with the nature. It’s a villager’s organisation.



Jal Biradari: earlier conventions

The 1st Water convention

20th - 22nd April 2001 in Nimmi Village
#  Formation of a National Jal Biradari

2nd Water convention

5th - 6th March 2002 in Delhi
2  Opposition of National water policy

3rd Water convention

1st - 2nd April 2003 in Sewagram Aasharm, Wardha

¢  Water Literacy movement, rejection of the new water
policy and creating awareness about the new water policy
among common people through Jal Yatra’s.

4th Water convention

25th — 26th June 2004 in New Delhi

&  Drafting memorandum for the new Government on
privatization of water, linking of river basin.

5th Water convention

9th -12th November 2005 at Bhikampura village.

é India’s Future of Water Governance and Envision of the
Leaks of Globalization and Privatization in Water
Management

é Toreview the initiative taken by the new Govt. at centre
on the issue of River linking and Environment policy.



For centuries, the line of thinking that soil, water, forest, wildlife and
the whole environment are the common resource of the local people
bestowed by the almighty to be managed as a “trustee” was the
commonly accepted worldview. This age-old balance has been
disturbed at an accelerating pace in the last two hundred years, and
every revolution and counter-revolution has indeed increased the depth
of the fall: the Industrial revolution, the “Green” revolution and many

others.

We have now come to a time where our natural resources are feeling
the extreme exhaustion from our relentless extraction of ground water
and it is slowly reaching a point of no return. In the name of ““progress”
we have slowly stepped away and buried those ancient knowledge of
conserving water which had worked in harmony with nature for
hundreds of years. Ironically in the 21st century this ancient knowledge
is once again being brought back to the surface as even the “water
experts” of this world are now digging holes in the earth to try and find
the very roots that they had once buried: Indigenous Wisdom in Water
Conservation.

Indigenous Tradtional Water Conservation

Not long ago communities themselves were fully involved in the
conservation and management of water. They undertook construction
of water harvesting structures with the help of kings and businessmen
and other well to do persons of the area and themselves took the
initiative for their maintenance and management. In this way
everybody was participating in the process of water conservation
and it was the best example of decentralized water management
system. Gradually with the change in governance and political systems
there was a shift from decentralized to centralized water management
system which resulted in the loss of indigenous knowledge and
system resulting in complete dependence on the Government even
for providing water.
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Nowadays water scarcity is a rampant problem and the Government
seems to be empty of solutions, but in whole of Rajasthan the local
communities, villages have revived traditional knowledge of rain
water harvesting and decentralized water management system by
fixing old structures or building new ones. If you happen to take a
stroll in the area you will hear the rhythm of “pump” near by and
will see the lush green fields and healthy forests. As a result of these
collective community efforts, people start thinking of themselves in
terms of doers and not recipients. Being alone makes one helpless
while in togetherness lie the seeds of strength.

Decentralize Water Management

A perfect example of this resurgence of water conservation and
decentralized local water management system can be found in the
River Arvari basin in the village of Bhanwta- Kolyala which is
located in the northern part of Rajasthan and gets an annual rainfall
of 50 cm. In 1987 this village was suffering from acute water scarcity,
their wells were dry, their fields were parched, education and health
facilities were non existent. With the motivation and facilitation from
TBS they started constructing a number of johads “water structures™.
Some villagers contributed by hard cash and others by labour. They
also created a village council” Gram Sabha” that meets once a
month to discuss the management of their natural resources, water
and forest conservation. Over the years the construction of rainwater
harvesting structures not only filled their wells, improved the water
supply, rejuvenated the Arvari River but also dramatically affected
the life style of the women in villages. They no longer had to walk
miles to fetch water and could for the first time see their daughters
being educated.

Jal Biradari hand in hand with TBS strongly feels that decentralized
community based water management system is a solution for our
country and their yatras, campaigns, and discussions are a reflection
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of this. We hope that the Government will rise to the occasion and
give full support to the community practices of water conservation. In
which not only the villagers build structures to recharge their ground
water but they also build similar structures for rejuvenating the
neighbouring forests. These small local interventions slowly and slowly
have a very positive impact both on nature and communities while too
often giant steps are destructive to nature and people.

Water Privatization

The National Water Policy declared on 1st April 2002 defined
water as an asset-tradable commodity and is promoting water
privatization. This drive for privatization and commodification wil]
further destroy community responsibility in water conservation and
its sustainable use.

The centralized system of water management adopted by the State
failed to deliver water services to both rural and urban populationg.
The solution to this problem is advocated by many as Privatization of
water resource management.

It is necessary to stop the privatization of water and river. The
privatization of water leads to new doors of slavery and the whole
society needs to come forward soon to fight the crisis.

If the management of water resources is decentralized and handed
over to the local community, they realize their moral responsibility to
conserve the natural resources. Once this is achieved the commercial
exploitation of ground water resource by multi-national companies
will be naturally brought to a halt. The Government is only paving
way for privatization of water. Who would have known that one
day we would talk of “The Ganges” as a private property? For
several years it seemed improbable but today we pay more for
water than milk.
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Jal Biradari believes that water is a common natural resource rather
than an asset of an individual. It is the basis of life and common future
of the country. So community has equal rights in conservation of water
resources.

A request is there from Jal Biradari to the Government of India to
declare water as a National common resource rather than an asset
and to promote community based efforts of water conservation instead
of giving water control to the private sector.

Then only a truly participatory form of water management system can
be established for sustainable solutions.

Pollution

The health of our water is a reflection of the health of our society.

Jal Biradari has come to realize that if we just sit gazing at clouds,
pollution will continue to rise and waterborne disease will keep on
taking the life of children and adults every second. One of the
consequences of fast depletion of ground water is the deterioration of
the quality of water. So, unless we bring awareness on National, State,
Regional and Local level, unless we recharge our ground water aquifer
and harvest rain water we will soon be suffering for water.

Jal Biradari feels that unless the New Water policy frame takes cognition
of changing water and Environmental parameters, it will be too late to
tackle the problems. Jal Biradari’s concern is to sensitize the planners,
policy makers and technocrats to wake up and face the emerging
challenge in a positive way.

If the circumstances force people to over extract ground water for
their livelihood and are not environment friendly then there is a need
for new laws to be incorporated.
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When one talks about pollution one’s attention will be directed towards
the urban area. Air pollution, Water pollution, Industrial pollution are
the symbols of Urban Development. There is an urgent call for solving
these environment problems through better management of urban
affairs particularly Waste Water disposal which is threatening the health
of ourrivers.

In December 2002 Jal Baridari organized a two years Jal yatra lead
by Mr Rajendra Singh, covering more than 20 states all over the
country. In this attempt they tried to comprehend the regional and
local issues of water across India and learnt that most of the rivers in
India are either dying, highly polluted or are diverted through dams

and canals.

New Environment Policy

On August 21st 2004 the Ministry of Env. and Forests released a
new Env. Policy. Jal Biradari is under the impression that the centraj
theme of the Draft Policy is not environment protection. It is an attempt
to smear over cardinal principles of environmental conservation to
attract private (especially foreign) investment. It is one thing to draft a
policy in accordance to the immediate calls of the people, and
environment. It is another path to draft a policy that aims in giving
more flexibility to industries and foreign companies. Even though the
2nd choice might seem appealing at first sight for the economical growth
of this country there is a definite backlash to this choice. The draft
policy first and foremost needs to ook at the roots of environmen¢

destruction.

The bodies of water of this country needs to be healed before giving
more room for extractions and pollution. If one looks only at short
returns then we will enter a very bleak future. Already too many forests
have being taken down which is destructive to the natural cycle. Are
we taking a chance of losing our biodiversity? Water policy and planning
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should be guided by an awareness of the role that water plays on
earth. Fresh water is a finite resource, and unlike industrial and
consumer goods, water cannot be produced in response to projection
to demand.

The foundations of Indian Environment Policy must, unarguably, be
the Indian Consciousness. It is only on the basis of our age-old national
consciousness that we will be able to truly protect and safeguard the
natural environment. This consciousness is reflected in our customs,
beliefs, rites and rituals and even our traditional lifestyle.

It is also evidenced by our rich history, which tells us that the Indian
Civilization has always believed in the supremacy of nature.

Linking of the Rivers

Time and again we try to alter thé natural flow of nature and
again and again nature teaches us that by doing so we will pay
the consequences.

Jal Biradari believes it is more important to link community with rivers
for its conservation and management rather than interlinking of rivers
and to also promote community based efforts in conservation and
management of natural resources such as water and forests.

Over the years the proposal of River Linking was discussed but it
never materialized. Until recently in 1982 the National Water
Development Agency (NWDA) was set to a high power task force
under former Union Minister to “revive” a similar project.

The NWDA plan has divided the project into two broad components
The Himalayan component with 14 river links estimated at 375,000
crores and the peninsular component with 16 river links estimated at
185,000 cores. This colossal scheme of linking 30 rivers all over India
to enable inter-river basin transfers has been proposed by the Gov. as
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a panacea for tacking problems of drought, flood and agriculture and
industrial development in the country

Jal Biradari feels that before linking rivers one must rejuvenate rivers.
So we are pleading to all National and State Gov to look into the
problems of these rivers and see on a National, Local gov. to look
into the problems of these rivers how can we save those rivers.
Therefore linking of the rivers is secondary.

It is impossible to overstate the immense significance of the
proposal to interlink the rivers of this country. It will have
tremendous impact in many spheres of our nation’s future. We
will be changing the lives of people not merely in our generation
but perhaps for centuries to come. The project will forever alter
the physical features of our land; its impact on our ecology and
ecosystems will be profound and can never be fully predicted,
The project cannot be undertaken without understanding its
implications or without the informed consent of the people it
affects.

Jal Biradari is putting all its serious efforts for generating people’s
awareness at the national, state, agro-climatic zones, river basins and
regional levels. Thisis a simple, self energetic, strong and active water
movement due to the fact that is directly connected to life as Water is
life and without it no one can survive; It has a direct effect on our body
and soul. The present crisis on water is a crisis on our lives. To be safe
from this crisis we have to create awareness for the water conservation
through constructing water harvesti ng structures, and remove the
obstacles coming from the Government through Satyagarh in form of
the water movement namely Jal Biradari.

Jal Biradari cannot emphasize enough that everything is connected

and that one must not only conserve the Water but also the Forests.
Trees are like the lungs of the earth just as our rivers are like the veins,
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and this natural system provides us with life. Our ancestors knew of
this natural rhythm, they knew that if you take from the earth you must
give it back in order to keep the balance.

Jal Biradari does not exclude anyone in the thinking process. On the
contrary it hopes that Government, decision makers and stakeholders
could come to their sense and approach the matter of whether river
linking, pollution, depletion, conflicts over water where its heart and
intention working side by side with nature. So that we can again re-
establish the harmony with nature that once existed in India.
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