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M@B? Chung-tung-lu wen-t"'f (The Chinese Eastern Railway Queqtiun")

"f )‘gb\ DY *4";\ P!

By Lei Yin., Harbin, Kui-chi hsien-pao kuan, 1929, 10+4+7428&p.

One of the concessions forced on China by Tzar Nicholas II in
1896 gave Russia the right to construct the Chinese Eastern Railway,
which since then had been a constant and important factor affecting
the foreign relations of both China and Russia in the Far East. With
a length of only 1,067 miles, this railway was originally built and
operated at Russian initiatives as an integral part of the Trans-
Siberian Railroad system. As it ran througb Chinese territory, this
railway was considered a contributing factor to the outbreak of the
Russo-Japanese War of 1904-1905, a frequent cause of fricvion with China,
and a source of anxiety to Westeru powers with interests centering in
northern China.

This work is a study on almost all the major elements connectead
with the Chinese Eastern Railway. Beginning with the first contact
between China and Russia in the Far East, coverage is up to 1929. The
conception of this railway and the execution of the-treaty, the
establishment and organization of the Russo-Chinese Bank which was
chartered to take charge of the railway, the organization of the Chi-
nese Eastern Railway Company, the South-Manchurian Railway and its
subsequent control by the Japanese after the Russo-Japanese War, as
well as the finance, business and expansion of the Chinese Eastern
Railway itself arc all covered in great detail. The expansion of the
railway zone by the Russians to include sll kinds of extraterritorial
privileges, including the introducticn of Russian civil and military
administrations along the lines, also comes under discussion. It
further analyzes the implications and failures of the several treaties
concerning this railway as signed between the two countries, The

- dwportance of this railway to the political and economical develop-

ments in northeast China, its significance to the Soviet Union in the
Far East, and the inter-relation: with the interests of other Western
powers in this region have also buen investigated. Apponded are five
useful appendices based on Chinese government materiale or translated
from the Russian, including a very useful chronology of major events
concerning this railvay from 1896 to 1929, All tha relevant documents,
treaties, and agreements connected with the Chinese Eastern Railway are
included.
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