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Front of the house

https://reports.unocha.org/en/country/car/card/PEw423vgkI/





Back of the house:

Where the cooking is
going on for this 
exploratory presentation. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9bDjEAxSgps



Keep an eye on the circle 



1. Establishment & maintenance of consistent forms for names, subjects, titles 

and terms for use as index terms  used as headings in description of 

information resources or metadata similar to the Dewey Decimal 

Classification scheme.

2. This helps in organization of knowledge as the chosen words or heading 

(unique identifiers) are distinctly & consistently used

3. Used for associating a unique identifier to articles on Wikipedia where 

authority control data links can be found near the bottom of Wikipedia 

pages, linking to bibliographical records on worldwide library catalogues. 

Authority Control



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ghana


http://uli.nli.org.il/F/?func=find-b&local_base=NLX10&find_code=UID&request=987007548185405171




https://id.loc.gov/authorities/names/n80061117.html


Authority control is usually set up by librarians who catalogue information 

resources. They create index terms separately which relates to and which 

are used to govern the headings used in the cataloguing of information 

resources. This separate index is often referred to as an "authority file."

These authority files may be created nationally and then linked up to form a 

single virtual authority file such as the Virtual International Authority File

(VIAF) where identical records from the different data sets from libraries all 

are linked together. A VIAF record has a standard data number, the 

primary "see" and "see also"(access points) as well as records from the 

original national file 

A closer look… 



The only African libraries connected to VIAF presently 

are Alexandrina Biblotheca and the National Library of 

South Africa.

But…

Let’s go to the back of the house again.

We are still cooking

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JH3Yt8rcUQU



The systems and structures of cataloguing and classification 

of information materials in libraries which feeds into VIAF

can be said to be culturally inadequate and not inclusive in 

describing African knowledge as they reflect biases of the 

period and locations of those who created them.



https://www.oclc.org/content/

dam/oclc/dewey/resources/s

ummaries/deweysummaries.

pdf

Two examples 



https://www.oclc.org/content/dam/o

clc/dewey/resources/summaries/d

eweysummaries.pdf



No one is to be blamed for these lapses because a lot 

has changed since these systems and structures of 

organising and classifying knowledge were created.

Nonetheless, as we aim to have the sum total of all human 

knowledge freely available, we also need to take another look 

and possibly a closer look at macro-level changes that need to 

be instituted in describing and linking up knowledge in order to 

ensure equity.

Nobody is at fault



So many questions

https://incafrica.com/jim-haudan/20-questions-to-make-meaningful-connections.html



Authority control is not about creating

immutable headings but should be

considered ‘an ongoing effort’ to keep up

with changing times in bringing "structure

and order" while organising information

and assisting people have easy access.

https://stock.adobe.com/za/images/handw riting-text-w riting-continuous-improvement-conceptual-

photo-ongoing-effort-to-improve-products-or-processes-randomly-scattered-blue-hexagons-

seamless-sexangles-matching

But first…



Using the construct of knowledge 

equity, we need to interrogate;

how can we link content on 

Wikipedia and sister projects about 

Africa to African libraries as a 

means of advancing Africa’s agenda 

in the implementation of the 2030 

Movement Strategy? 

Question 1

https://www.jamestharpe.com/equity/



How can Wikipedia in Africa languages 

have the backing of 'Authority control' using 

library resources in local languages? 

Question 2 

https://face2faceafrica.com/article/5-popular-african-languages-must-learn



Question 3

Where do we start from? 

How do we tackle this, a 

step at a time or all at a 

go?

https://kissindicator.com/articles/single_post/where-do-we-go-from-here



That’s why I am here.

To get answers and/or where not possible, to get 

directions on the possible pathway(s) to follow in 

order to get the rich & varied resources in African 

libraries of all types into Wikimedia projects.


