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~;f THE INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL FOR THY FAR WAST .
THE UNITED STATES OF AMFRICA, et al +

Affidavit

Defendant
ARAKTI, Sadao, et al

Having first duly sworn on oath as on ettached sheet and in accordance
with the procedure followed in my country, I hereby denose as follows:

(1) =12 was born on January 30, 1889, in the city of Hirnshimé,
Hiroshima Prefecture, coming from a middle class famiT » Afler graduating
from the First Higher School in 1911, I entered the Political dclence
Department of the Tokyo Imperial University and graduated in Ms>ch 1917.

Immediately after graduation I entered the Finance Minlstry as
en employee, I tock and passed the higher civil service examination and
thereafter received promotions continuously under the Civil Service,

In September 1918, I was sent to the United Ststes as gsecretary to ‘the
Japanese Financial Commiesioner in New York City. In November 1919 I was
ordered to Europe and returned to Javen in March 1920 tc; a nost in the
Accounts Bureau of the Finance Ministry. In 1927, I was sent to the Qeneva

Disarmament Conference and in J snuary 1928 was anpointed acting secretary
to the then Finance Minister Mitsuchi, In November 1929, I was ordered to
attend the London Naval Conference as an attendsnt to “he Flenigobentiary,
In March 1930 I was anpointed secretary to the Finonce MWinister and |
Section Chief of the Accounts Bureau., I returnzd tn J¢ w20 An Mzy 1930,

In November 1932 I wes anrninted Chief of the LBudpet and 8attlement Sectinn
and in May 1934, Chief of the Accounts Burc o, I was aoneinGed Chief of the
Flnance Buresu in May 1973 and Viece-Minisher of Muonne cu Fébveusry 2, 1937,
On June 4, 1937 1 vas apoointed MinicLor of Finence, which neet I held

untll Hay 26, 1938, when I rezienads In Avoust 3932, T was appointed Presi-
dent of the Narth China Develonmerit Compeny, ~hish pest I resziened on
October 18, 1941 to bacome Finsnce Minister. I resiegned as Finance Minister

on February 19, 1944,

(2) = As the above mentioned record indicates, excent for a period of

about two years which I served as President of the Norlth China Develonment
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Gppany, I devoted my entire career as an official of the Finance Ifiniatry
a;ﬁ was wholly occupled with matters of financial administration. The goal
of my endeavor was the maintenance of a healthy national finance, '

I had no cﬁnnection whatsoever with the so—called rightest or
leftist or military clique, nor was I a member of any volitical party.

For a short period after August 1944, I joined the Imverisl Rule Political
Assistance Assoclation, an organization composed chiefly of members of
both houaes of the Dlet, but I do not know whether that association could
be termed a political party.

In the Finance Ministry, a great part of my time was spent in
the study ané evaluation of military budge®s and othei civll budgets, and
during this period, I constantly endeavored to siash military budpete and
prevent them from increasing, The prevalling conditions st the time made
thls task extremely difficult, but I believe I succeeded in no small degree
in supnressing the growth of military budgets,

I attended the Geneva and London,Hefal Disarmament Conferences
as a member of the Japanese delegations and exerted myself toward tne
successful culmination of the disarmament tresties.

My effort to suppress the military budgets and sucressfuly conclude
the disarmament conferences were due to the instruclion of my superior
offlelals and to my personal desire to maintaln a realthy natilonal finance
end thus lessen the burdens of the veople and a swong Lupe for the
maintenance of peace,

(3) =1 am charged with Counts 1 to 5 ¢ the fidictmenl, Even if the
conspiracy and planning of war of aggression #2 maniinied in the e Counts
did take place I was not party to them and Lad no conncelion whabsoever,

I am charged with all the Counuts from o %2 36, exvopt fov Counts
18, 23, 25, 26, 33, 35 and 36, Of the Couats L am charged with, with
reference to those concerning the Manchwien Ipziderc, 1 vish to state, as
my personal record indicates, that prior to the culbreak of Lhe Manchurian

Inclident and for sometime theresfter, I was nothing more than A Szation
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Chief in the Finance Minlstry and had no connection with the Incident

whatsoever, From December 1929 to November 1932, I was not even concerned
with militery budgets, Prior to December 1929 and after November 1932, I
was concerned with the study and evaluation of military budgets and during
this perlod exerted my efforts toward reducing them, The demands for
mllitery budgets increesed greatly efter November 1932, I vehemently
opposed the increased demends and fought to the best of my ability to

keep them down,

I wish to state that I had no connection whatsoe%er with any nlan
or prevaration for an agegression ageinst the Erench.Indo-Ohina.or egainst
the Soviet Russia,

During the period from May 26, 1938 to October 18, 1941, I had
no connection with the Oabinet nor was I an official of the Jananese Covern—
ment, and I had no éonnection whetgoever with the Tri-Partite Pact with
Cermany and Italy, concluded in 1940,

(4) = I became Minister of Finance on June 4, 1937, I know nothing
about Lukouchiao Incident before its outbreak. The Cabinet made no
plans or prevaration for the Incident. I learued about 1t fbr-the Tirst
time after the outbresk of the Incident and the report was that hostility
between the Chinese and the Japenese troke out due to 11legal attack by
the Chinese. The Cabinet, of which I was a member, decided on a policy to
regard the Incldent as a local Incident and to settle it on the spot as soon
as possible, It was sgainst the sending of troops from Japan, but if that
becane inevitable to 1imit the troops to alsmall nunber, The sending of
troops or the increase in troops was due to the Army revort that continued
1llegal attacks on the part of the Chinese troops and to the massing of
thelr forces in the area so when the Army requested for incresse in trooos
in order to protect the lives and interests of Janenese in that area, the
Cabinet could not helo but give its assent. The Cabinel's motive in

esuelling to the requests for sending troops by the Army wag to noctact
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the small Japanese force stationed there in accordance to treaty.

I opposed especially the dispatching of troops to Shanghai for I
believed it -would spread the Incident wider. I asked for reconsiderstion,
but my request came to no avail, for the other Cabinet members thought the
dispatching of troops was necesssry in order to orotect Japsnese interests,
However, on every occasion I trled my best to 1limit the budgets required
r for the dispatching of troops.

The Cabinet of which I was s member was staunch on its policy to
refrain from infringing upon the rights of Third Powers,

(4b} We, civil members of the Cabinet, were not informed beforehand
nor consulted about the various plans for battles, It was wlth the greatest
anxiety that we viewed the spread of the hostilities to a wlder and wider
area.

Regarding the Nanking attack, we civilisn members of the Cabinet,
w;re not consulted about the attack,
ie recelved no report sbout the alleged acts of atrocity at
| Nanking and other places, nor read anything about such acts in the nress.,
.'_ I did not know that such acts had been commivted,
(4<) I resigned as Finance Minister in May 1938, long before the
spread of the hostilities to Hankow in Central China and Canton in Southern
China. My resignation was requested by Premier Konoye and I was havoy to

be relieved for I had been hoping for an opoortunity to do so,

4 = - -~

(4-d) The arbitrary confiscations of Chinese enterorises, ete., in North
China were made by the militery for operetirn purposes and the Japanese
Cabinet had no connection with such acts whatsoever.

(4~e) The proséecution has chary=d that during the neriod I was Vice-

Minister of Finance from February to June 1937, the Five Year Plgn for

| Steel and the Third Plan for North China were adonted by the Jensnzue Covern-

ment; however, I know nothing about such olans,

s

P I . 'u . =




— — -y —— — .
‘ - - 1 =
- - et W = A ———
- - - - T o T . e ——
¥ '--1--“"" - _“-r"-..r:;i-. i— —— -
& il 3 B - L]
.

o
i
l
|
."
|
|

=

Defense Document Foo R(G4A2

The prosecution nas charged thst during the period I was Finance

Minister from Juze 937 Lo May of vhe Peilewing yeas, the Avuy sive Tear

)

| Plan for Hewry Indueirics was adoplod 20X nreoaratlion of a future wele The
|

*‘ Czbinet did not edopbt any such pian, 1 éid not know auch a plen acbually

; exisled or rob azd I could uct nave beon a party to ite

? From tb2 time prior Lo my becoming Fivarce Miniater, the

financisl ciszie of Lh2 cowltiy was in g state of unscrsetnty and T felt

Winanse Minleler,

- whea

“ Jyghe eifficudt respansibiliby when I goswned the post ol

T i —

The sudden outlresk cf the Lhilna Incident oniy lacresred The WiIrest anong

| o
1 the econsmic and financial circles thereby realbiviyirs uhe bueden nlaced

| on my shiowilere, Durlng the one yes: + was Finnnce Minisler, trerce was no

room for any preperation for o fubvre wave I was ccoupnled with the dirfieult
r a fulure

|
| task before me and I 4kl¢ not even dream about a precsrstlci )8

war. The Csbinet had Lis hands fuil with the China Incident and did not
think abeoul going Into arotied wals

I
| (5-a) I was Freslisnt ol the Herth Ghina Develooment Comnany from

Augush 1933 to Ccloler 1941 and ehall testlfy chiefiy avoub the Comnnny
¢ during the period I was its oresidend,

i | mue Worsh China Dvelronent Comuarny Was sgtablished in-Noventer
> 1938 in conformity to vhe Lov for the Dsteoblizhment of the North Chira

! Development Company aid 143 purnose ond cbjuclh were Geftned by lews, vassed

B by the Ciet. I%T ained to oring about econocals cov eration between Cnins
P

| and Japan 1'cr muivai benei 1t of both cowntries, I% wus not estabilished

for tre purpoze cf i1y.fringing uwoon the econuzlc interegts of {hird powers.

On the conbrary, 1t decired the narticipation of ihird power canital in the

economic dzveicpmert of Horih Crina. Tha Comeeny Aid not iniringe upnovn

the rights cf the Chine:ze pecrle nol mace ary mreparation with alm toward

om the J¢npaa Cabinet to that effect.

It

war, nor recelved any insbracilon fy

| ¢
| (5-b) — The Company was noc percitted to enrrre In ANy InGuoirye
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served as a financial organ and its actlvity was conflned to making invest-

ments and loans, It did ot have the vower to mobillze the materlal wsalth k.,
of Worth China, nor was it engaged in such weirk,

In making losns or investuenve, the Comuany way limilted by law b

in scope, that is; it was permilted to nake investmente or lcans only in

such industries as minirg, trsaswerdst’on,; commnicationa, elecirleity,

salt marufacturlng, in cevtala swell panafacivring entereorises and iu the {

] wholesale of coal. It was concerned only with a Jimitved number of companles :

-—

¢ © in the field in which it was pernitted to nale loans or investments, It

N .

was not concerned with the spinning indusiry; tubacco and milling industries,

- which were a&tivetin North China, nor in gener'al trade, agriculture; barking
and insurance businecs,

) Investnents and lozna were geherally'made in Zino-Japanese Joint

| , 8tock Oomnsnies and other Jzpanese comovanies beslde:s the liorth China

i Development Ccnnany alse made inveséments in these cormpanles, The North.

Hj China Developasnt Comnany 814 not exerfise a monepoly over the 1nvestménts.

(5=¢) = Tha Ccusany did not have any arbitrary rignts. It hed no

| more power than any othur oedinery comvary. 1t alied to adjust the economie !

activities of No-th Cnira, bub 1% was not zivea any nower to controel the |

- e
-

economy of North China, Loesne and investments were sublect to convracts

( f under which the Conpany ottailning the financiazl aid was required to obtain
| the approvul of the North China Development Uompany in certain prescribed |
matters in order to avold over-investmant or unwerranted expansion and

thus endesvored to briny about a sound and orderly development of the economy

of North China, The Comcany hed no rights over any industry except those

| in which it had fiunencial interest and even tiien, the rigits were limited

to those preseribed in the conblracis,
i (5-d) - A1l major acte of the Compeny, including the granting of
approval to 1ts affilisted compenias; w-re mal2 at the inotruction and

: approval of the China Affsairs Biwsdy Tho Campany wr= orohibited from

| vl
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taking any action on its own.
: (5—e) = The Comnany!s accounts were mostly in the red snd subsidies
from the Jopenese Government were required to vay nrivate stockholders

dividends of not more than six (6) percent per annum, Most of the

affilisted comnanies were in the red or made very little orofits, Tn the

payment of dividends the Japanese stockholders were not given special
favors,

(5-f) — A1l funds the Company invested in North China were raised
inJapane. The Comnany did not receive any nroﬁerty nor spmecial rights from
the ﬁorth China Politicel Council, nor did the Conmnany grant any i
monopolistic right to anyone. It had no power to do so. b

The investments and loans handled by the Company were not
large. Compared to those in Janan Proner and Manchuria during the same ¢
period, they were ?ery small, b

(5-3) - The Comnany did not receive any instructions from thel
Japanese Qovernment nar on its own free wlll attemoted to expand the
prdduction of its affiliated companies with 1941 or theresbout as the goal,
While the production of the affiliated comosnies increased from time to
time, the Comnany looked forwerd towards long-ranged develooment of the
industries, The Company endeavored towsrd a solid expansion of the
industries it was concerned with, The'Tétuna Coel Mines, for instance, was
expended on a well-planned program and after my resignation as oreusident '
of the North China Development Company this coal mine was vroducing ten
thousand tons of coal per day.

(5~h) = I thought of many plans for the welfare of the peoonle in the F{
area, but I was not able to carry out my plens due to disorder causel Uy
the fighting in the esres and because Japan was not in a pocifion to helo e
us materially, However, I was able to carry out one plan which did help
the people. | e

In early 1940, the Peiping-Tientsin area was sweot by a fauine
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which tlﬁ'aatened tl_ip whole area, I was told that importation of twenty
million yen worth of wheat flour was necessary to tide over the crisis,
but the Government of North China - the North China Political Council —
did not have the necessary foreign funds to buy the fiour with, I,
therefore, negotiated with the Jrvanese Government for twenty mililion yen
in foreign funde with which to buy the flour, The Jananeze Government

at that time wus hard nressed for foreizn money, but I managed to obtain
the w;deratsx;:lirg of the Vice-Minlster of Finanec Olzio, who promised to
extend vs as umuch hein as was posgibles I next negolisted with the then
Minieter of Comemnieations Katsu for bottoms to transmort the flour,
Bottome, llkewlez, were short in Jensn & that tiue, but I succeeded 4in
obtaining sume and thus succeeded in imporeing into Merth Cliina a consider—
able quantlly cf flour which lhelped to tie over the famine,

(6-2) = In the year 1941, ruzors to the erfect that J apanese—Americar
relations were gelibing worse with the vassing of the days grew in
intensity. Ao I had herbered a sincere hupe Tor the maintensnce of veace
between Jaman and the United States; it madz me feel bLad ©to hear such
rumors, FHowever, I did nat ¥new anylhing sbout the contents of the
negotiations, nor did I xrow ainyuiing sbout the nalicies decided on by
the Janenese Govarnment,

(6-b) ~ Ua the nicht of October 17, 1941, Tojo recuested me over the
telephone to join his (ablnet as Finsnce Minister, Before piving my reoly,
I requested for an int=iview and called on Tojo at the official residence
of the War Minister thet same night. At the interview, we exchanged
conversatione te the fuiliowing purnorts
(1) — To my query as to whether he (ToJo) was decided on
waging war :spainsh the United States, he fenlied in the+
nepetive And statel he intended to continue with the
Jepensse-Aucricen nepotiations and exert his efforts toward

an amiceble seitlenenc,
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(2) —~ I next stated to him thet there was ruzor to the
effect that the Yupreme Command and the Osbinet did not
always cooperate, theat unless these two organs resch a .
more closer relationship there would be a stumbling block
in the negotistions for*a successful settlement of the
negotiations and asked him whether he intended to do some~
thing to close the gap. He replied that he fully understood
my deep cohcern and that he would work toward a more

closer relationship,

(3) = I told him there was a tendency to adopt reform
pollcies based on the so-called ideology, that we should
forget the ideology and edopt policies in keeping with the
‘time and needs of the country, I asked his opinion on this
matter and his reply was he felt the same as I did,

I was quite satisfied with the interview, but I left his residence
without giving my reply. The public rumor at that time was that the
Army was especielly pronounced in its sttitude towards the United States
eand I was greatly relieved to learn that ToJo planned to continue with
the negotiations #nd try to settle the disnuvtes smicably. The secound
point had an imvortent connection in ‘the maintensnce of pneace and the
third polnt wes an essurence that dengecoua policies, bath domestlic and
fecreign, were to be avoided, I feolt that I sheuld Join the Cabinet and
do whet I could to help sbeer the Y:%e to a peszeful landinz. Late that
same night Tojo telephoned for my reply so I consented to join his
Cabinet,

(6-¢) = Before joining the Cabinet, I had no relations with Tojo.

If T remcaber cerrezily, 1 met him crly once. Even after I Joined the

Cabinet, our conbac's were sulely cificial, We had no sociel ralationship,
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(6-d) --i.fﬂf'*;er jol:uing the Tojo Csbine%, I dié everythiﬁg“ﬂit‘!‘ﬂ.n I 1.
my power o aveld war, I realised the goal of ny nf‘f;:!" ts shouid bDe the
suszcessful culrlnation of the negatintichis., Huwera, the ﬁrevailing ,1
clrcunstances of the time were mosuvly nga:%:wt che succesaful settlement
of the nezotiations and I reaitzed Yhe necexsity of werking Lowards the
preventicn of war even if the nceolisilecna could not reech settlﬁmé,nt.
There were two causes for a nussivile wars

The first was the militacy vressure of the WS Powers and the second
was the economic pressure by these powers, 5

The embargc on vital materials plazed on Jenman by the Allieé Powers
was a big blow to Japags. Of all the funawrtad materiais, oll was the
most criticsl oroblem, Japan vroduce? Lerdly any o'l and without
imported oil she could nnt maintsin her nation;ll defeiise, 1 feit that
even if the lmport of oll from the United 8tates and iaec Dutch Zast
Indiec sghould ﬂot be réiww;d due to the fallure of tlie uepntietions, 1#
some other scurce of oll could be feurd, it would te 2 tip fsctor in
the prevention of war. I, therefore, cuggested a plan for the manviacture
of synthetic oll and & pinn to buy oil from neurty North Karaluto and |
if necessary and if nossibie buy Narth Xurnivio. I tully reallzed the
difficulty of my vlens, but I felt we must do everythine possible to avoid
a war with the United States, Ny nlans, hnwever, mere turned down as
being imumracticsl,

I also recollect that of the conditions in the negotiations, I was

in favor of equal trade opnortunity nat only in the %estern Psacifie, but

(6—e) — At the Liaison Conference of November 1, 1941 verious
important problems were discussed. Provosal to commence war immediately
was brought up, but this nroposal did not meet with favar. For the

gettlement of the Jepsnese-American negntintions, the "Ko" sand the

=10~
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"Otsu' plans were discussed, The conference was unanimous in the opinion
that Japan should give in as much as nossible in order to settle the
disputcs. The proposal by the Supreme veumand, how.ver, plunged the
conference into en extreme difficulty. The pronosal of the Sagreme
Command wast "If by the end of Novembar ihe negoiialions did nat chore

a possibility of a selilement we should be ready to decide on wer end
with that in mind tlere is need of cemmencing wrerarstilons now', "Japan
faces a crisis' stated the Sunreme Command in sunpart of its nroposal,
"Due to the mllitary and economic wressitmes vy the Allied Powers, If the
negotlations remain unsettled and we (rift along as we are, the defensive
power of Japan in the Weatern Pacific in comparison with that of the
Allled Bowers will day by day decline, We will reach a critical point

if we go along as we are wntil after December., If we are then attacked
or there arises a necessity of waging a war in self—defense Jansn will

be so weak by then that the Supreme Ccmnmand will not be able to accent
the responsibility of national defense, We must mske up our minds te
declde on wer before the opportune momernt is lost and with that 4in mind
we should decide on a prepsration for war.

According to the above proposal, failure of the negotiations meant
war, Discﬁssians dragged on until after midnight on such points as
whether it weas not posslble tn zo on without going to war even if the
negotlations remain unsettled m»nd vhether nr not waging a war meant
extreme danger to Japaj, As for me, it was my desire to go along as it
was without war, even if the negntiatirns remained vnsettled, but there
was no way of bringing this about,

The Supreme Command wsgs resnonsibie for national defense and it was
not possible to just oppose its proposal, However, to give assent to the
propostd meent making the possibility of war that much greater, I was

in an extremely difficult position, I fully reali=ed what suffering
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war weuld mean that we should try to avoid it if at all possible,

My first {rip to Eurcve wes made a year anl several monoha af'ter the
Armistice, of the First World Var, but I becare full- sware of' the horrors
of war. The horrors of war were especlally vipible in the defeated countries,

4.+ but for tne people and the governments of the couniries which won the war

there was also sufforing. I saw the batticficld an? the wide devastations
and the horrors of war sank into my boneg, The Uhina Incident hed
been going on for a long time and the peopie were feeling the effect of
it, Needless to say, if a war against the United States should break out #
it would greatly add to the sufferinge of the nennle,
The Supreme Commend insisted that there was a chance for victory
if war was sterted at an opportune time, however, the Navy Branch of the
Supreme Command had oredicted thst should the war drag on for over two
years the outcome would be uncertain, There was the possibility that the | B
war might drag on for a lonz vericd and should Japan lose after a
protracted war she would suffer more than if she did not go to war at all,
even if the war was a defensive war, For the above reason, I felt I could
not then and there give my assent to thie Supreme Commandis pronceal and
insisted we ahoulq give the matter further considerallon, The Suoreme
} Command rerlied thet the matter called for immedlate deciszion, otherﬁise
. it could not assume responsibility for national defense. I argued
strongly against making an immediate decision and was finzlly given an
opportunity to consider the matter for annther day, Togo also made the
same rescrvation, v
Returning home from the Lisisen Conference, I spent a restless night )
pondering over the matter, A decision on the nending vrovosal was not g
a decision to wage war, but it meant war would be highly nrobable if the
Japrnese—-Americen negotiatlons were not settled by the end of November 'ﬁ

; | and I wanted to avoid war if at all possible, Thinkine over the matter, p

however, I came to the conclusion, regardless of whether the isrue in
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questlion was good or bed, circumstance did nat nermit me to stop it, If

I opposed it, there was nothing I could do excent to resirn, I felt

that if I resigned, the efi'cct, bnth at home and aornad, would be unfavor-
able towarde the gettlement of the Japamenc-dicsiean negotletions snd {ius
aggreveate the possibllity of a war betwzea the United Shates and Jantn,
That mucih was clear,

Next morning Tojn telephoned me twice for my repiye I belleved that
further delay on my nart would only amgravate the nerding issue so I
replied that I was not opposed to the n-én&sal before the conference
yestercay, but sincerely hoped for sn smicsble seltlement of the negontia-
tions,

(6~f) = The Bull Note of November 26 wag a big blow to 511, Javan
could not accept the terms and the Foreign Minister explained there wns
1ittle room for recensideration on the part of the United States, The
question at'iaaue'was whether to commence hostilitics or drift along
with the dlsputes unsettled, The Suureme Comasnd was of the opinion tﬁ@.
it could not accept resoonaibllity feor naticunal deferge Af hoatilitiea:
were not commenced at once, If tha United Ssates showed the losst
compromising attitude, ﬁhere micht be a wey of conbinuing the nezotintions
even by altering the terms of the "o or the "0%en® plans, dbut the Fuil
Note indicated that settlement was not pnsalble, In view of the condi-
tlons, a ceclslon to wage war in self-defense was lnevitable,

Japan was embarking on a perilous war, whether good or bad, If the
Finsnce Minister hed resiened, the effect to the generai nublic.would have
been-extremely ereat, The nublie would have Internreted the resirnation
to mean thet finencially and economicelly, Javen was not in a nosition to
fight the war successfully, thet the Finance Minister resigned becruse he
felt the burden too great for the nation to bear, When it comes tn

national finance, the feeling of the veenle is esneslelly Amnortant, If

1A
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the people ire made to lose confidence it will breed a feeling of
‘uncertainty and thus might become a cause for defeat, I was against the
war, but I could not think of increassing the dangers that Jepan faced.

I felt it my duty to cerry out my resnonsibility. |

(6~g) ~ The decision to wage war was decided st the Imperial Cornference
of Detember 1, 1941, but hope that the war might be averted, though dim,
was not gilven un, T nressed and obteined at the Liaisnn Conference the
Supreme Command'!s agreement that war plans would be cencelled even aftef
the outbreak of skirmishes if the negotistinns resched a noint where
settlement was possible.

(6<h) = I do not rec;all that the renly tn the Full Nnte of
Iﬂovember 26 was ever discussed at any of the meetinms I attended, Liaison
or Cabinet. I was of the oninion the matter wné comnetently handled
by the resnonsible officisls, fhe prosecution hag charged that a
decleration of war was discussed at the Privy Council mesting of
December 8, 1941, A declaration of war was discussed at thet meeting, but
it wes an Imperial Rescrint on the declaration of war addressed to the
Japanese people,

(6~1) — War oneration plens were never discussed at the Liaison
Conferences or at the Cabinet meetings. I was not consulted sbout the
Peerl Harbor attack or mny other atbtack, nor was I ever informed about
such attacks beforehand,

(7a) = I shall next reoly to the other countst 37 to 46, 51, 52.and
53.

It vas my sincere desire to avoid war and I did everything in my
nover té do so, but the conditions azainst me were too strong., My assent
for wer was inevitebie. FHowever, I firmly belicved we were fighting a

war 1in self--defense and for our very. evistence. .
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As to the attack priar to formal notification in violation of
International Treaty, I did not know such e plen existed and not knowing
gbout it, I could not have stopped it, Furthermore, the Jananese Government
did not have such a plan,

As to the acts of atrocity and other ﬁcta in violation of the law of
land warfare, I had no connection with them whatsoever. In Janan the
Supreme Command existed as an independent organ from the Cabinet and we,
civilian members of the Cgbinet were not informed beforehand or consulted
on plans and oreparstions for battles, Furthermore, we, civilian membera
of the Cabinet, had no mower to command or stop s battle. ¥We had no
volce in the choice of commanders af the Army »nd Navy. I, st lesst, was
not even informed sbout the acts of atrocity, either officially or
otherwise. Nnthing about the acts of atrocity was mentinned in the nress
or radio, I wea not even informed sbout the protests from foreign
countries, I was of the impression the war was being fought fairly,

(7-0) = As to the treatment of nrigsoners of war, I was not informed
nor consulted sbout it elther in the Cabinet meetings or elsewhere, nor
was I informed about the protests from foreign countries, It was said
that in previous wars Japan hed accorded good treatment to prisoners of
war, Ooncerning the treestment of nrisoners of wer during the Pacific
War, I was not in e position to even dream that 11l-treatment was being
accorded the orisoners of war, I d4d not even hear of rumors that
prisoners of war were being ill-treated., The press snd radio made no
mention of it,

(7<) ~ As to Counts 45, 44 end 47, I have touched on them in the
China incident Phase,

(£) =1 restoncd from the Tcjo Czbinet on Fekruary 19, 1944 at the

request of Pramles Tojo, Ty the yeur 2343, 4t bezame cleer that Jaran
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was facing defeat. The suffering of the nesnle due chiefly to the air
ralds was extremely nainful and I deenly felt my nolitical responsibility
to the people. On August 11, I learned that the Qovernment had decided

to accept the terms of the Potsdam Declaration. Feellng deenly my
political resvonsibility to the Emoeror and the peonle, T made un my mind
%0 resign all marks of honor which Fis Najesty was graciously nleased to
eonfer upon me (the privileges of my former nost as a Minister of State
speclally granted me court rank) order of Waedto, and become a plain citizen
and remain in the background in the future, However, as a private citizen,
I felt I should do everything I could for the veoole and if circumstances
permitted,-do my small part in the prevention of a bad inflation which

was sure to follow the war, I felt that we vho were concerned with finance

should bear the responsibility of maintaining financial stability,

On this 25th day of September 1947

at TOKYO.
DEPONENT: _KAYA, OKINORI (seal)
I, _TAKANO, TSURUO , hereby certify that the above

statement was sworn by the Depcaent, who affixed his signature and seal
thercto in the presence of this witness.

On the szhe date a% T0XYN
= _(Seﬂl)

— ——— - e i

OATH
In accordance with my conscience I swear to tell the whole truth

withholding nothing and adding nothina.,

_KAYA, OKINORI _ e BenY)




