L OPNAY-16-223 ' AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT RESTRICTED

. Sheet | 01 5 filled out)

|. GENERAL . .
(a) Unit Reporting  YiPel® ~ (b) Basedonor 2t 0SS RANDOIFPH CV-15 (o Report No VFel2«l1l
(d) Take off: Date 2% Fobrusry 1945 Time (LZT) Q729 K (Zone); Lat. 33=-29 N Long. 143-06 B
(e) Mission Fighter Sweep vs HYAXURIGAHARA A/F, Honshu (f) Time of Return 1115 K (Zone)
________” OWN AlRCRAFT_ OFF_ICMLLY_(;O_YE!_E_D_ BY THIS REPORT B o
NUMBER
TYPE SQUADRON - | BOMBS AND TORPEDOES :
VS | ENEMY AT ATJ;FSGKE'PG CARRIED (PER PLANE) IRy WL
(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f) (g)
rr < - S o

VF-12 | 18 11 14 Hone

CONFIDENTIAL
I1l. OTHER U. S. OR ALLIED AIRCRAFT EMPLOYED IN THIS OPERATION.

 TYPE SQUADRON NUMBER BASE TYPE SQUADRON NUMBER ~ BASE

e

IV. ENEMY AIRCRAFT OBSERVED OR ENGAGED (By Own Aircraft Listed in Il Only).

(2) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f) (g)
il NO. NO ENGAGING TIME LOCATION OF BOMBS TORPEDOES CARRIED: CAMOUFLAGE AND
OBSERVED OWN A/C | ENCOUNTERED ENCOUNTER GUNS OBSERVED MARK NG

Oscar 13

HYAKURTGAHARA,

6
Zeke . 8
Ossar li 1l
Zeke | @ | &
Tejo | ) § i Park Blue Paint
Oseary ) | 1

(h) Apparent Enemy Mission(s)

Did Any Part of
(i) Encounter(s) Occur in Clouds? Yes |f so, Describe Clouds 2000° B&”! strato-cumulus; 5[1&"‘1’

(YES OR NO) (BASE IN FEET TYPE AND TENTHS OF COVER)
Time of Day and Brilliance
(j) of Sun or Moon Day, haxy (k) Visibility 15
(NIGHT, BRIGHT MOON; DAY, OVERCAST; ETC.) (MILES)

V. ENEMY AIRCRAFT DESTROYED OR DAMAGED IN AIR (By Own Aircraft Listed in 11 Only)..

sl | (b) DESTROYED OR DAMAGED BY: PSP e (e i
ENEMY A/C TYPE A/C SQUADRON PILOT OR GUNNER GUNS USED WHERE HIT, ANGLE CLAIMED
Zeke  For-5 W-12 kx.50cal § o*clockiiiibove |
| O th_ﬂbnl 1.5“ ofoi__ook-Ion
' o8 R Ax.50eal (" um&
T " R ﬁdm : 1 t&ing.7 o'-above M’
20 .. | al I-It.‘j_,i o'
: 'elu?—abovo 8 yol
142 ,l‘us.? 0 nbov fos ,“ .
" o'ol L '
i
I
- P
"
WA
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OPNAV-16-223

R 0ok, AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT e

filled out)

. REPORT No. "‘12"11
VI. LOSS OR DAMAGE, COMBAT OR OPERATIONAL, OF OWN AIRCRAFT (of those listed in Il only).

(a) . (b) (c) (d) (e)

CAUSE: TYPE ENEMY A/C WHERE HIT, ANGLE (List armor. EXTENT OF LOSS OR DAMAGE,
TYPE OWN A/C SQUADRON : TYPE GUN, OR OPERATIONAL CAUSE self-sealing tanks, equipment hit) (Give Bureau serial number of planes destroyed)
W= Fuel Exhaustion Water Landing Ioss - Bu. § 72530
‘4}_ e | J,r_ . -

(--»»; 0 Pi ]r : ;:é- { 'y »

VII. PERSONNEL CASUALTIES (in aircraft listed in |l only; identify with planes listed in VI by Nos. at left).

(a) (b) (c) (d)
.| .SQUADRON NAME, RANK OR RATING CAUSE

P12/

(e)
CONDITION OR STATUS

__Vater Lending o

Lf

Vill. RANGE, FUEL, AND AMMUNITION DATA FOR PLANES RETURNING

(a) (b) (c) (d) . (e) () (g) TOTAL AMMUNITION EXPENDED (h)
TYPE MILES MILES AV. HOURS AV, FUBEL AV. FUEL — NO. OF PLANES
A/C OuUT RETURN IN AIR LOADED CONSUMED .30 .50 20MM MM RETURNING

PEF-5 | 190 | 180 | & | 4OOgal, 350gal, 19,300 | 17

IX. ENEMY ANTI-AIRCRAFT ENCOUNTERED {Check one block on each line).

CALIBER NONE MEAGER MODERATE INTENSE
HEAVY — Time-fused shells, 75mm and over —— - x y | | _h | s& | N
MEDIUM — Impact-fused shells, 20mm-50mm p 4 _ |
LIGHT — Machine gun bullets, 6.5mm-13.2mm | ) 4 o

X. COMPARATIVE PERFORMANCE, OWN AND ENEMY AIRCRAFT (use check list at left).
" SPEED, CLIMB,

e | 1o OSCAR, ZEKE and TOJO able to turn inside FEF, however at high
speed and with Z - sult, HELICAT could turn with them at _

TURNS M'. \

DIVES 2. FGF with belly-tank was able to close on and TOJO, WITH
CRisINeA -~ WO difficulty. ' -
RANGE 3. F6F climbed faster than OSCAR.

o theopeo h. P& can not turn with ZEKE close to the deck.

5. Oscar noted to have 4 x 12.7mm wing guns; ZEKE carried 2x20mm |
3 in eowling and 2x12.%7 in wings.

ALLSEY — MFD. BY THE EGRY REGISTER CO., PATENTED




, ooyl 2 AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT

Sheat 3 &% 5 filled out)

. (OMIT THIS SHEET IF NO ATTACK WAS MADE) .

Xl. ATTACK ON ENEMY SHIPS OR GROUND OBJECTIVES (By Own Aircraft Listed in [i Only).
Hangar, MIWWHXM _(b) Time Over Target(s). 093_0_; __(Zone)

(FOR SHIPS II\-CLUDE ALL IN AREA UNDER ATTACK)

(¢) Clouds Over Target 5000" Basej Strato-cumulus; 5/10 Cover

REPORT No.. ""1_2‘,"11

(a) Target(s) and Location(s)

S ———————— ———— 2 - —— R e

(BASE IN FEET, TYPE AND TENTHS OF COVER)

(d) Visibility of Target _ CA@®®  ___ ___  (e) Visibility 45

(CLEAR. HAZY. PARTIALLY OBSCURED BY CLOUDS. ETC.) ' (MILES)

 Dive  BombSight Used MK 23 Gun sight

(LEVEL, GLIDE OR DIVE) (TYPE)

Borobs DroppedperRun____ * .+ =~ Spacing._— . Altitude of Bomb Release ___

(NUMBER) (EEET)Y (EEET)

(g) Number of Enemy Aircraft Hit on Ground: Destroyed 16 ___ Probably Destroyed_ _ 3 ___Damaged___ ‘_ |

——— . ——— e — —— - e

- w

t --,=£b) S | DIMENSIONS OR L_U_},_FL‘EQ._’f_-._C_-ATI’E\"“_F;!N.}_"__1 BOMBS AND AMMUNITION NO HITS ('\, DAMAGE (None: slinht
AIMING *O N | - TONNAGE (k) SQUADRON EXPL JED EACH A fx ING rf"‘ih Aiming Point serious, destroyed or sunk)
T . O L L1 SO R — - e .__._-_....! i ——e e — — - - e . —————— i b — e ———— L e i ————
| |
' ] - Bt:ntod 1200:‘. 1200
g dd A L = TSy iy ) X AT N L i e e e s e e e e L st i R T =
2 |
: L it ss i
|
S—— i o ———— == HES b e _.TI__ - — - R i gl = e ——— - T _—— i — — e et b L SR L — i iepam— — e —— e N e
3 - "W
4 | -
| - REEORS " Yy B
_ o P CO N
5 | i
|
T s, . , I U I ) B At I . omae ) — R T— - BB o e
6 | |
L e
7 |
| !
CRR ;P L < - - " I SR ST TR W o B A . . " Bk
; |

f X _ 1 _ T (AL ey 8 T L - | -~ . e il -~ ! o Ty il s 47 2 v - o - : " A ~ - “ s e e G T i il Fot
(O) RESULTS: (Far all hits claimed on ship targets and for land targets of special interest, draw diagram, top or side view or both, as appropriate, showing type ana location
|

of hits. For all targets give it"_*fif-".’-""‘ and effect cf hits, and identify by numbers above Use additional sheets if necessary).

1. Hangar, HYAKURIGAHARA Airfield. Strafed by three HELICATS during attack
on aireraft on the ground. Seen to bura.

-
' - - -

Photographs of Damage, WhenTaken, Should Be Attached By Staple,

(p) Were Photographs Taken’
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OPNAV-16-223
Form ACA-I

e« Sheet 4 of 5
: -

XII. TACTICAL AND OPERATIONAL DATA. (Narrative and comment Describe action fully and comment freely,

ENGAGEMENT WITH ENEMY

OWN AIRCRAFT
Disposition
Altitudes
Speeds
Approach Tactics
Use of Cover, Deception
Angles of Attack and
Their Effectiveness
Distance of Opening Fire
Defense Tactics and
Their Effectiveness

ENEMY AIRCRAFT

Method of Locating, Distance

Disposition

Altitudes

Speeds

Approach Tactics

Use of Cover, Deception
Angles of Attack
Distance of Opening Fire
Defensive Tactics

COMMENTS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS
Own Weaknesses
Enemy Weaknesses
_ Offensive Tactics, Own
s " Enemy
Defensive Tactics, Own
7 ' Enemy
Flexible Gunnery, Own

Escort Tactics ]
Fighter Direction

Use of Radar
Night Fighting <
Recognition, Aircraft

ATTACK

OWN TACTICS &n
Method of Locating ™ arget

Z |

Approach to Target
Altitudes, Speeds

Approach

Dive I X !

Pull-QOut
Dive Angle
Strafing ‘ i
Retirement

Defensive Tactics — jummag
Use of Jamming

DEFENSE, ENEMY LL_S
Evasive Tactics, Ships
Concealment 27

Searchlights
Night Fighter Tactics gm,
Use of Jamming ‘ ]

COMMENTS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS{:

Bombing Tactics
Torpedo Tactics
Effectiveness of
Bombs, Torpedoes
—— Gelectionof Targets
Fuzing
Strafing Tactics
Defensive Tactics
Use of Radar
Reconnaissance
Photography
Briefing

- assumed CAP duties upon

- b

RESTRICTED

AIRCRAFT ACT‘ON REPORT (Reclassify when

filled out)

REPORT No Ww-12-11

following applicable items in check list at left Use additional sheets if necessary.) : |
Pighting Squadron 12 made the first sweep of the day from §
the USS RANDOILFH, against alireraft on or chove HYAKURIGAHARA
Airfield, Northeast of TOKYO BAY. The number of plenes ree-
ported on the ground ranges from thirty to more than Tifty;
the variances results from the fact that all but a few p.anes
were dispersed in a wide area about the fleld and heavily
revetted. Subsequent study of photographs supplied belore
the mission's launch ten to sonfirm the higher figure with
the possibility of many more being presemt. AS & result of
this sweep enemy aireraft totaling seven Were shot down and

sixtesn destroyed om the ground.
Pwo HEZLLOATS were forced to return %o base soon afier

being launched; ome could notv obtain suction on his belly
tank, the other was unable %o charge his guns., Both zrlnaou
return. Over the target one ¥

spreng an oil leak which coversd the windshield and impeded
the pilot's vision, and three FOF's orbited the area with
him until the sweep was prepared to proceed %o base, at
which time both rejoined their division aad landed aboard
without incident. A fifth F6F was forced to
landing within the Task Force due %o fusl exhaustion.

was rescued by DD 700,

The target action consisted of a series of strafing

runs over the airfield, one division standing cover while
the remaining planes made their attacks. Alrborne alreraft
were reluctent to join in combat. ZEKES, OSCARS and TOJOS
maintained an altitude advantage of three to four thousand
feet over the HELILCATS and refused to close except when able
to acquire an absolute tall shot and when no other opposition
was present, These attacks were made singly. They were
prone to opem fire long before they came into ramge. A ZEKR
began an attack on the Sweep leader at a distance of approx-
imetely 3500 feet, then broke off before he could be engaged.
Three ZEKES dove upon three HELICATS flying a wide V¥V upon
another occesion; two dove ahead of and close to the for-
mation while the third skirted wide and came up on the tall
of the plane on the port side. By weaving, the aireraft on

the starboard side successfully disengaged him, 1t. L. B,
THOMPSON, Jr., USH, had one of the ¢losest "ealls™ of the

day. His doaoription follows: ™ A ZEKE was observed 1l
o'clock down about 500 feet. My sectiom leader and his wing
man covered while my wing mem, Imsiga R. C. SORMANTX , trsnn&

and I followed him in = dive. I fired as he started a gen
irved trasers hitting him, He

almost going into the ground _
ahead of the beam of the ZEKE - Pulled 10G's to keep |
hitting the ground. I out my throttle back and slid aorxross

OPERATIONAL
Navigation
Homing
Rendezvous
Recogn:tion, Ships
Communications
Flight QOperations
Search and Tracking
Base Operations
Maintenance

and sbove him. He turned inteo me. I lost a little on this
scissor and turned into him again, getting a good burst in,
and observed one of his landing gear %o drop down and Smoks.
He kept turning slightly into me at an altitude of 300 feet
for approximately eight times and I put & small burst inte

him each time. Then he straightened out and I put a long
burst into him. He starting smoking very badly and hit the

l‘I:I"'lHNI!'IL‘. ]E'jl‘l.l!J!!!!lJ!E:!E!!H!!LHJ'!E!EE!: E,g"'"lllb' I'i..i’L:li"‘I'
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SFormAGAal AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT tReclossify when

Sheet 5 R5 filled out)

. ‘ EPORT No YR =1 2«11

X111, MATERIAL DATA. (Comment freely on performance or siiitability  following check list at left.
&y : = ]

ARMAMENT Use additional sheets if necessary).
Guns, Gunsights
Turrets
Ammunition

Bombs, Torpedoes All pilots, especially L&, THOMPSON whose experience 18

Bomb Sights
Bomb Releases

COMMUNICATIONS related under paragraph XIX, are keenly appreciative of the
Famng Devices #7" sult. The only possible eriticism is the apprehension

Visual Signals
Codes, Ciphers

RECOGNITION in the minds of some lest 1% enable the pilot to withstand
IFF
Signals

Battle Lights more "G's"™ than the plane

Procedures
PROTECTION

Armor: Points and Angles
of Fire Needing Further
Protection

Leak Prootfing

EMERGENCY EQUIPMENT |
Parachutes |
Life Belts, Life Rafts

v B ™ ﬁ{ {’%\ K
Emergency Kits o i é it A F . B &

Rations, First Aid
NAVIGATIONAL EQUIPMENT

Compasses
Driftsights
Octants
Automatic - Pilots
Charts

Field Lighting |

INSTRUMENTS

Flight
Power Plant

OXYGEN SYSTEM |

CAMOUFLAGE AND
DECEPTION DEVICES

STRUCTURE
Airframe
Control Surfaces
Control Systen
Dive Flaps
Landing Gear
Heating System
Fliﬂrf (haracteristics

At Various Loadings

POWER PLANT |
Engines
Engine Accessories
Propellers
| ubricating System
Starters

e —————— e —

Exhaust Dampers

HYDRAULIC SYSTEM
ELECTRICAL SYSTEM

AL,J}(= harv Plant
l_ iC;}“‘_ (S

FUEL SYSTEM
FLIGHT CLOTHING
MAINTENANCE
BASE FACILITIES

Plane Servicing Equipment
Personne!l Facilities

REPORT PREPARED BY: APPROVED BY:

f/
/ s '
SIGNATURE RANK AND D

S| CNEATURE

DATE
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