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HEADQUARTERS
U.S5. STRATEGIC BOMBING SURVEY
(PACIFIC)
C/0 POSTWASTER, SaN FRANCISCO

INTERROGATION NO. (USSBS 395) PLACE: TOKYO
NAV. NO. 81 DATE: 16 Noverber 1945

Subjects Occupation of the PHILIPPINES and DUTCH BEaST INDIES.

Personnel interrogatesd and backgrounc of cacht
Captain FUJITA, Masarichi, IJN, Staff Officer of 2nd Fleot
Southern Sea fronm 1941 to 1942; and Staff llerber of Lurcau
of Militery Affairs, N.D., Tokyo fror: 1642 to 1945,

Wherc interviewed: MEIJI Buildinge.

Interrogator: Corr ander T.H. MOORER,y UeSela

Interpreter: L. Cordr. Seynore (n) MILLSTEIN, USKR.

SUMNMARY
This interrogotion arplifies and clsrifies certaln points dis-
cussed in previous interrogation (USSES No. 67: NAV., NO, 14) re-

cording the Japancse occupation of the PHILIFPINES anc NETHERLAND
E:ST INDIES.
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TRANSCRIPT

Qe Lifter the 1OVC into the PHILIPPINES and MALAYA was initiated,
wvhat wes the expccted reaction from: first, the Armericans in the
PHILIPPINES; sccond, the Dutch; and third, the Eritish in MALAYAY
L, From thc Americans, air oppositionj frok the Dutch, no parti-
cular opposition with the exception ~f subnarine attacks; and fror
the British, surface opposition.

Qe in regard to the sir opposition of the Anericansdy do you necan
that you cxpected attacks on the jnvesion forcc? pid you think that
the Arerican air force would be able to sink your ships¥

B e 1t was thought that therc would be soue€ darage to shipS, but
the rain conccrn was the attack by the Anerican ~ircraft on the
Japancsc 21T forcees

Qe What was the rost critical factor likely to cause the failurc of

the opcrations

A The most critical operation -t the beginning of the carpalign
was considerct tO be MALAYA, followcd in turn by the LUZON lanclnge
We cxpected considerablc resistance in the JLVL SEA during the final

phascs of the operation.

Qe For what rcason did you think that the MALAY Areca Was particulamr-
1y strong?

Ao Beccausc the Fritish werc increasing thelr sea powcT e WE didn'!t
cxpeet much all strengthy but after the srrival of the PRINCE of

L]
-

WALES and the REPULSE, we cxpected a corrensuratc alr COVEIDe

Qe what cction ¢id you plan to take in casce you met such strong
opposition hat you Were unable to carry out the original operation?
A The plan was tO continuc the operation 1n the PEILIPPINEDS with
211 thec forccs ~vailable, regardless of cost; and after that was
corpleted TO nzain ottack MALAYA

Qe Explain the cooperation cffected by the AITY and the Navy during
the invasions?

B e Lecording TO directives froml ceneral Headquarters, there was
mutual coopcrallone However, there was no fast rule as to who was in
conmand of cach operation. Generally speaklng, the service having
the predominant force controlled the operatlon.

Qe Corcorning the rethod of control of the land-based force, was

it controllca by the Second Fleet OF controllad by the invasion

force at the focal point of the action?

Lo The 11lth ALr Flcet wasmerely ordered tO coopcrate 1n the landing
operations any rcquest for 1ir support nov in the operation order had
to Lo dirccted by the sccond Fleet, il not voluntecred bY the 11lth

Air Flecto.

Q. - After & Dbasc was capturcd, for instance'EALIKPAPAN, do you know

what tinc was required tO cstablish the air bese?

: A, - BAbout 7 1O 10 days WCIYe required to repalr & r40ld. Thnat Was
onc of the weak points of the canpalghoe Alth.ough an ~ffort was nadc

E py the base fOTCE to furnish aviation supplics and ficld cquipnent,
consiccrable tine was required since the fields had Lo DG constructec

by hand 12boT e

Qe What suall sircraft carricrs Welc in this operation?
fie Only the RYUJO.

Qo 7ig tne original plan provide for the use of the RYUJO?

i. Yes, it was held in readiness 1n Case + weak point in the plan
was discovered. 1 this casc therc was no suitablc ficlds availablc
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TRANSCRIPT of Interrocstion (Czptain FUJIITA, Masgmichiy I.J.l.)..
in the SUMATRA Ares, so the RYUJO was ordercd cown there tTO nssist
in the lest stoges of the JAVA compalgne

Qo On oth December many small Japonese fighters attnacked our sca-
planes based at DAVOA; where did they come from?
Ae PALAU ., :

Qo Deseribe the movements of the Maoin Fody of the Second Fleet after
the initial success of the PHILIPPINE and MaLAYA lendings?

Jig The liain Rody proceeded to FORMOSA and then to PATLAU wheve in the
1atter part of Janunry 1t rendezvousec with an additional carrier
force from JAPAN,

Q Why did you concentrzte such & large force at PALLAUY
Ao In order to suprort the JAVA Operctions =nd then ~ttack thc
Eritish in INDIAN OCEAN,

Qo ind that plan was not in the originsl operation orccer?

Ao It was made =fter the success of PEARL HAREOR anda in view of the
general fovorable conditions it was deccided to rcecncdezvous tiis force
and proceed to the INDIAN OCh.Ia

Qe How long did you operate arcund KENDARTY
Lo rbout one week. We attrcked PORT DARWIN 19 Februarye.

Qo Whet was tlie missior of the Sccond Fleet during operations southn
of JAVAY

JiR 1t was to cut off any escape of the Allied Forccs from the JiVs
SlA.

Qe Do you know of any operatlons your big carriers conducted cown
there?
A Yes. They berbarded CIRISTIAS Island anc attecked 2 Dutch destroyer,

i |

Very few Lllicd ships escapced from JaVia Ok e

Qe Explein the mission of your sucmaerlncs.

£ e The submearincs in the South CHINA SoA wers ordercd to attock tix
Eritish ships; the submarincs stationed arounc the PEILIPFINE ISLANL

were to rct as scouts. In general the submarines were used entirely
to cooperate with the Second Fleet and not as an attack weapon against
merchant shipse. Sutmarines ciscovered the PRII'CE OF WALES anc RE-
PULSE ~né werc instrumental in ccusing thelr dcstructlion.

Qoo During thesc opecretions wes thc Admiral in coumond of the several
amphibious opcretions free to move from onc place to anothcr ot nis
own discretion, or was his flagship assigned 2 task for cach invaosion,
he He would zo on his own accord to carry out his mission, cepending
upon the situation of the tine.

e Wi~s the total numbcr of ships, inclucing wer ships and mcrchant
ships that were used in eaclh invasion, assignecd in acavance Or Were
the many sr:all forccs neccssary for simultancous operations orgonized
as the campaign progrcssed?

£ o The forces were orgenizzd in advance. A provision wWes nleonadc
for nossiblc losses but they did Hoh oeCur,

b

had been occupicé? Whet do you think the Japaness shhould haovec cdonc
next?

Ao 1t was my oprnion and also that of scveral officers of the Sccond
Fleet thet the Japancsce should have fortified the PHILIPFPIYES ano.
INDIES with thc forces available ané should not have otbempted T
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advance to the east, thereby introducing a supply problem we could
not successfully solve.

Qe Did you think that at the time, 1’ Eiarch 1942, or did you form
that opinion in 1945%

A, 1642, I think the biggest mistake made by the Jananesc was
the fect that they occupicd the advanced buses rather than making
strikes and then withdrawing to the inncr wall forrned by a line of
SAIPLY, PALAU, SORONG, TIMOR, JiVA and SINGAPORE.,

Qo Lfter the completion of this campaign, was therc some nhigh
1ovel indccision at to what poliey to follow?

Ao Yes, thc opinion of the Second Fleet was to stop the adveance
as it was, but the General Hoadquarters in TOKYO dceidca to go on.

R o V'as this dccision made by the Army or Navy?
hAe Poth, the Combined Headquartcers.

The Heacdquarters at TOKYO did not Xnow the difficulty with
tes we had in advancaeld areesSe

Qe Do you think onc¢ of your biggest difficulties was one of surply?
A The difficulty of supplics enc also Thé men werc tired of fight-
ing, The men were tired becauso of the continuous fightinge.

Qe Lrmy or Navy men?

Lo Both, but mainly Navy becausc the men of the ships wecrce tired
bccausc the same ships were used in all the operatlons. There

wae no relicf and ships werc always uncerway =nd always fizhting.
This ayplics particularly to small ships==Gestroyers an¢ Cruiscrse

Qe Did the First ond Second Rase Forces provide ships for all of
your opcrations?

A, Yes, in Jepan the Easc Forcc is merely a local dcfensc force
providing auxiliarywesscls, patrol vessels and mineswecepeIrSe

G o Were the troops end land forccs suprlied by army OF Novy ships?
Hoe The troors and surplies were corriced in vesscls charted by the

ATV o
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