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From: Commanding Officers,
To: Commander in Chief, U, S. Pacific Fleet.

Subject: Aircraft Action Report No. 23, Photographic Reconnaissance
Iwo Jima (Volcanoes), Coverage D-day, Iwo Invasion, 19 Feb-

ruary 1945.

Enclosure: (A) Swb ject report.
1 Enclosure (A) is forwarded herewith.
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XII, TACTICAL AND OPERATIONAL DATA, VD-5 Report No. 23

Coverage of D-day at Iwo Jime in the Kazan Retto (Volcano Is-

lands) was the mission of 19 February 1945 for Comdr. A. D. FRASER, USN,
and Lt. Comdr. L. R. GEHLRACH, USN, flying two PBAY-1P'e, Accompanylng,

as passengers, were specilal correspondents and photographers, Take-off
was 0235 King from Agana Field, Guam,

One hour and a half out Lt. Comdr. GEHLBACH wes forced by a gas
leak to return to Agana from which he again took off in a standby PB4Y-1P

at 0655 King.

Comdr. FRASER arrived at Iwo 0740 King where he spent two hours
during which excellent obligues were obtained at low altitude beneath
a nine-tenths cumulus cover with bases at 3,000 feet, Light was some-

what obscured by both smoke and haze, although conditlions were gsomewhat
improved by Lt. Comdr, GEHIBACH'!g arrival at 1030 King. The second

plane likewise covered the island with low obligues, All phases of the
landing visible from the air were photogrephed, with excellent results,

Anti-gircraft fire was desultory, little being directed at this
Squadron's planes due, in large part to the heavy actlion in progress, both
air and surface., It ranged from a few heavy bursts to medium and lightj

all meager,

Comdr. FRASER and party returned to Agana Field, Guam, at 1405
King, being followed by Lt, Comdr. GEHLBACH at 1535 King.
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IX. ENEMY ANTI-AIRCRAFT ENCOUNTERED (Check one block on each line).
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(a) Unit Reporting YD  (b) Basedonorat  Guam (¢) Report No. 23

Time (LZT)_ 0235 King (Zone); Lat. 13° 20' N long 144° 47! &

(d) Take off: Date _1§ February 1945

(e) Mission Photo Heconnaissance, Ivo Jima (Volca.noes) , coverazeaf) Time of Return 1538 Kingone)
- Day, Iwo Invasion,
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