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The hesutiness.of ;Major Cartwight had grogn
~heyopd . heing: sn. asguired. stiribute rof mind.syd
~Bzeome.organic. He exnded, ik : chemically as a8 horse
sexudes- horginess; as.e matter-ef f@cihg e,;;zded*g certain
- amogui-of horsiness. ag well, He y,gg,}a;;ggwg,gd b}m}d
ﬁnd -big skin .was brickish in - colonr; the. qu of his
fleshy - nose shaded - imperceptibly. 40 ..magve but
pot. gffensively; it hlended-in . with: ;hevmggll ,puxp;e
weing m& his ew«'hmh« were - pale blge 25d

}u.ten,eg&ai L;s t.gaf;h, ﬁhqao hs gham & Ngqqd deal
-mhen -he laughed. & Joud, nonmfﬁcmug, buﬁ; fseg[tge;zt
laugh,

The b!\mmn treaied him with de,fergnge _@nd he
wan-populer.on -hoard owigg to hm gema,l efugwnoy
ab . qlecg games. In the nx:ly momu;g and ‘Iat.ar
,gﬁ;emoqn e Jlayed . Deok 'I'emgxs in, aaggy khg,kt
;hoz,-tp, b@}ow which he wore nestly rolled si;ockmgs
and ﬁm shoes. and above & rather old. blna sxlk Po (]
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shirt opened gﬁhereusly -a,t-ethe« neok exyo:ing & few
eorling fronds of dust-coloured halr..

Ee wes at his best In the sméking-rocm after
dinner, expanding i;ltﬂ “oﬁ’tpést of Empire” remiris.
cence and ca.llmg for “sﬁéﬁg&hs,” & bore re‘.lly but
eomohow touchmg in h‘is “hashuFEat Jﬁype 16 -wasn’t
untﬂ after Marseﬂle‘,’ w}siere st 61 +26 T drosies had
dmembarked “to* go h&ne ‘ovelleRd. -thufRe’ Hfrndd
lus a.ttentmn to o6 SR e e 16 hitte
wmter ga,rden ‘_p.aéé s &J‘thé@ﬂ%&ﬁgﬁéae ‘decks §Rd
hHad’s drink’ bef&re’ diffndri S FES 1Rt Tb° Whrbfls
“were - shtmm"rmg on’ AR TREAICAI FMere Tivan
?feelmg of emptme:'s m‘:thér Rl e sfthcmgh»ﬁ% v’:ﬁy
wére over and tHefe were. Tnl§ 8 6% EpRled T Tl
"The stragg‘le‘fs c:o:utu%(sedl & BB sy, jp‘l&t&s
and their Iemﬂies and ‘$ER2e di' £ yell Swinh- y‘ﬂmw
reen from the SHeM Comphay & Fraq; WhD Fad’ foili‘Ed
the shlp at Porb Said a,r_d were goum home on “Feeve.

He ialkea 8 lbt ’bus sfowiv TR with® great
emphasxs, pnnclpally, of* com:e about“hm‘*e]f’ and
his :egnnent Cn %Le few ocwexons when Is ‘fcrsc%k
the personal far tne ge e"al 1t wae mexe“ly to et ﬁy
& chche m:ch as"‘TLat’s womcn all over,” ’or “A man
who has a ngh% hand with = hored Nag & h"’ht bard
with anythitg” I gontly inferposcd .*Except with
pastry,” but Le didn’t hear. He suggested tiat he
gshou’d move over from his notw deserted table in the
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- saloont snd jo'n me ak mine fox tl:¢ rest of the voyage,
Iwa”e -about {o epring’ fo my  ustal defénce im sufh
- ciroumstaices, -which.is -that I -slways have to eat
alore as I am concentrated op ma;dng_—mgntg}‘ notes
for & book or play, but something in his eyes pre-
. 'veried-me, they. were almost ~pleading so T ssid jvith
<6 much - sincerity -as I- could  muster thet  nothing
;m"m}dd pleass me more, and fthat wag, tha;

Qur. tote-a-tetes fox the -zext few days were,. on
= e whole,-nop -as, bad a3 I- feared——-he vas. pcrfectly
z ntend to talk, gway: mt,houu gleq;g_n_d;pg too. many
;2awrs, By the bime.we . zeacked: .Cibraltar T knew
& great deel - abcmt bim,..He hu,d &. wile, .but the
emopmz gidn' - agree, with ;,er 50, she -wasat-home

vmg,m,;h; Pen marmcd ms»es: ;mst gnt cids -«}‘Tewburz,
\,&st-r’a hus'band Wes o bltt_Qi & Jmel, & lawysr oi sogxe
Ql‘u ,mth a,pparently JJ.Q, initiative..
“The Major bad; po deubs -that, hig-wife would -je
- omred glad to. sce Lim again. He'wag propvsing to
ake 2 furnished.flat.in .Town faor yart of iﬁs leave
-nd do s few shows, -after. that Ecctland a,nd 0IRe
vh{;csi,mg A fiend.of Lisr ca]led -for some unexplained
reagon, “Old Prge,” Lad quite-a Cecont - little shagt
near & place-the name of which t:he, ‘Major had -gs
much Ciieulty in prorcuncing. as I had in  undepe
- tuding,
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T litehed to kis convatsation atientively beettge
<Y :was snxious to discayer what, if anything, he had
‘Jearned from the #t-ange plaeces-he-had -been ‘to;the
girdance people he'had mot, the Warious and varied
~Jifforendes - in elimate, circumstapces, motives and
- huinan lifg'_ thet he . had encountered, -There-he -sat,
“gloncked -back in a big armchair in. the smoking-room,
his laxge legs strotcked -ont fn front o ‘him and a
“randy glees - in his' hand~—dalking~wandering here
.and-there among his yesterdays witheut any particular
“win- aidl without, alas; the gift-of expreseimg-in the
enst whet-he really wanted 'to-ssy -and,. worse still,
“without even the consciousness -that he wasn’t-doing
‘107 ~Hnsw ‘Tintited voca.bn’ary was shawefuily overiworked
‘aimost of Yis words ‘did “b!:e duty of six, hke 2. small
“rohestra-ef yrovmmal Tusiclans ﬂhmly a;ttsmpﬁng
546 pidy . comglicated score by daubling anﬂ trebling
up on their instruments, I wondered what 113 knew,
“schuslly - knew of'the facts of e, mot co'mp*ex
~peycholegical adjustments and abstractions, they were
‘obviotsly beyond his ken and alco uanecessary to his
-existencs, Bus any truths, basic truths within his own
-cirenmseribed experience, Hid ke fathomed them or

not! Vas thee any furdemental certainty, oi anything
“whatever in that uctidy, meagre, amiable m«md2 Were
‘¥%he bedly-dressed phrases that he paraded mo grandi-
logreatly aware cf their chabbiners, their preténtious
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gentﬂzéyl Bid théy know- themsslves to-bé-illgroomed
snd _ Gbrout; or- - wers- ‘they uphelif by their oW
conced ke -dowdy Biitish Matrons sniffing - coriterp&
tuously  at a'Manneqiin Pavadef -

1 $ried to visuatiss him'in certﬁm“s‘pecrhe& -#ituatichs;
crises, earthyuakes or shipwrdcks; of sd‘dden nathvé‘{
upﬁsmgs He wotld behave wéll: undeubtedly, bt
why! Could he ever posiibly Micw: why9 THe- reheotid
ke stood aside to-allow fthe Wormien ard children to
go first; the exact motive. that prompted hita-to rush®
outinto the compound amida hail of atrows, brandishs
ing a fervics revolyer? The- impilkes thak. cxused kis-
actions, the ins‘binété that' puiled him: "hibher and
thither; bed he any awaréness-of them, any duriosity:
about them at all! Was it - possible that an adnli
men in the late forties with a pattern of stratnige
journeys behind him, twenty yéaka at least of
poténtially rich expéfience, could Have tived ﬁm‘mgh"
those honrs and days and nights, through a1l thosde
satisfaotions, distastes, despondencied’and exhilatations:
witheut even a trace of introspection or seepticiam¥
Just a bland unthinking acceptance without one-
query? I looked at him wondbringly, he was describ-
ing a duck shoot in Alfbania st the moment; and
decided that notonly was it poscible but vety probable-
indeed,

After dinner on the night beforé wé amired ab
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Flymouih-he asksd mo info his cabin lo-fee tome of
hig snap;hgﬁ albumas.’ ??T};eyémighﬁ interest ryﬁ}“,l'” -h3
sad in s deprecatory. ton'é which was quite felse a8
I knew perfectly well - that fhe thought that. -they;
m:ght bore e $o -extinp.ion - -would never cross his
wird, . “There’s a damn.good ome of  that sail-fish I
told you aboui,? he went on, “And-that lit.le Sxﬁlreue
giri I ran across in K.L. after that Guest Nght ’

. I sat -on his burk and Was handvd “album aiterj
atbum o ohironological order, fertunalely I -was aleo.
hended & whisks-and-gede. They -were all much the
aesqe; gz:oups -pi nic»-parﬁies,vbathing .:I_)Mties. shio.a,
n.zséwlr;z rff&?-‘- n«ﬂ!w}ﬁ aﬁ%’.;, H@ag-ar:&%;i "‘:%%mh_lf’z?s :
Mre, T Cully; Geptais Hp Mirs Fricdlards - Stella, |
bgo-vs.n, w.C.” Ha.,am aysindicakced Lis_ewn presence.
in, ths group b ,,Ju,. mlux..}.s,,I need La,,dl;y - s3y .that -
W. L Hgured lﬁrgely Jn gll ﬂl‘ﬁ- allams. He - +ad the,
tradiai v passicn of h*u Iad for the rlé ruetion of
life, tlere mas- laxd Iy & raze that was noé adomed3
w.th tLe.pinning, woress head. of ccme di: ombered .

aninel or»‘fr.».ll. : ,

Suddenly, amid wil Jh s groups ol peeple I didalt
kuew and was mever likely Yo Lnow, my eye¢ »l’fr‘.i*,:d_‘
om,® fuce that I recogesed. A thin ratiir sheep-li‘ké
face with grar.y lai» Brehol otrel Li lack and
smull oye. he! levked as il it weso .nly ilie narrow
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highslridged moke 4hit Jrévenied thenl from”™ rushicg. -
togethir and-irerging:for ever. .

¢ rfAbasH Losaid, ‘i Ellaworth Poxsenby.”

-Fhe Idajor’s fare lit up: #D¢ you know dld. Fone
sofby#>:

i replied that 1 had koown him on aud off for
covernl | years.. i The Major seeized, quita. sgreeably,
siricken by theseoincidenece.:

o “Fancy thd: now!” he said; “Faney. ycu knowing
1@ Porgenby.” He sat down mex} to me on .the Led
end’stared over my whoulder at  the . pkotograph as
though by locking at i4’ frem .the samie ~angle ke
could. find soas expldnation - of the, extracrdinary
colncidence’. of my knowing oll Porsonby. -Old
Vopsonby - in  the snapehot was sitting - {n the slern
sheets -of a small rhoter-bdet., Behind him was the
vich, ‘morn'ainons ceastliie of the Ifdand of Java, on
cither side of him: wers.two good-looking young wenm,

ne fair. and one dark and both olviously bronzed by
the  sun.. Lilsworth FPongonby himself, even in those
tropical Turrcrndings,  conirivéd to:lackl as pale a3
reusl, Thé wesd “Qld” :ap appiied to him wes merely
cffectionate, Ile was, I reflected, about. forty-three.
Hecas narrgw-chesied aud “wearing, in: addiiion Ao
his pizee-nez, o sirivel filcrmon’s jexsey twhich was,
5. 78T sirer tro’ blg for him. 7he ;oung men were

ciring, appesently, nothing at all, 7 ssked who thoy
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wers, -to awhich the Major replied thai they weie: jushis
a couple of pals of old Ponsonby’s, ‘quite debext chivps:::
on the whdle, . They were making'a towrof thie Jelands
in-Ponsonby's - yacht, the. noble. proporiioni:sf which
conld just be discerncd in the right-hand cornéirof::
the. photograpk.:

wNever: seen:such.s thing in my life? said-thes
Major, “Talk about every modern - convenierce.that::
yacht.was a fleating - palace; marble bathroomsto
every. cahin, & grand pismo, a eccktail bar, a ~French:?
chol--those.rich; Americans. certainly. know:how:tcda:
themselves.welli I ranvacross himfirstuin.. Batav gl :
wasi taking.a couple.of .-months’ sick.Jeavesshad: & »
touch of .Dengee, -you.know,"and. ik ght I'd pay.s »
call on:an.old. pel:of mine; Tcpper.. Wetson—wonters
if you know-him¥—used to.be-in.ihe.Sixéh~anywayy ..
he’d - beem: invalided- eut of- the army..and:hod: thiss.
rlace: in.. Java, .plantation:of somse sorty . quite.goods:
shoot'ng  and .son:& decent.horses, unfortunately marzied:. :
& Javanese girle-quite a nies littla womsm. but thata:
scrt of .thing gives.one .the shuddera.s bit-~znet thads-
it ‘was.any of. my - affair, afier all- a man's. lifelk-:
his. own to .do:whet he. -likes with;. atilliit seemed:» .-
pity to res & chap like old . Topper.on the.way: $09°
going: nelive/’ )

“Fllaworth” I gaid wearily. “Ellsworth Pcnsonlyy™

“Ch yes, old Tonsonby® The Msjor gaye cnsiaf -



his-strong:latghs<*Ran up. 2geinst him.in the bar
of the Hotel: deg Indes-—got-te yarning—you kiow
how one. does; and- fida]ly:he asked:-me-on bosrd this
demned: yacht of his. By:-Ged, 1. h’a.én’twaten; sueh a
dinxer for years;-and:the brandy.he gave usafterwards!™
Here: thesMejor -mmeeked:-his lips and blew- a ‘lumber-
ing skiss:into: tha-bir, “We-sak on deck -into the small
Lougr:iatking' .

o3 wondered s it the: Major:had . really permitted
Ponsonhy io:do.any -of. the talking. .Apparently ke
hed': forsche- hoawedsa sighiand said, “Damned sad
old.Ponsonby’s, he hed a raw -deal”

As:theb did not entively fib-in with what I knew
of: Ellswoith..I esked in what, way he had hzd such
& sad life:and. such a raw desd,

“Wife lefi:-him” replipl-the: Major laconically,
pursing- up .his. large: lips.and .ejecting a smoke-ring
with  oconsiderable -force. “God,.but - women csu be
bit{ches eometimes}: Did- yourever krow her?” '

“Yes,? I esid, *I krew her.”

“Ran; off-;with his .own chauffeur—oan you imegine a
decently bred woman doing such a thing} Old Poneonby
dide’t say much bui you could see :it had broken him
a. completely-fwomen like that ought to be bloody well
horsswhipped, He showed me & phctograph of her, pretty
in-rather a flash s'rt of way, you know, the medern
tyve, flat-chested, no figuze at all, not my idea of beauty,
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but oach man 0 his own- teste, - Alter fe’d looked i)
Le plictogrash we went up: on déck :gain-~y. u-coid:
gec o Pongonbys wes iz a-siate; hi was rembiing and
herdly seid o word {ortén minutes & dithen diren it if be:
didn’t stz r»’b’ubbmg' I muat eay I félt sorry fo¥ thepoor
devil, but there + as nothing I could gay sc T'péurad:kim’
w4 some wore brandy < Ad &fter -a° bit he puled birdelf-
tegetler. “Lat was when he t0ld me about he¥ runnimg
ofi with the cheulfsar—afier 21l ho'd given her ever
thing, you kEndw--shd was a n-lody heforeiche mazried’
tim, He me} her fistin Italy, I beizeve just ‘after tle
W~ and ﬁf er w.r r-arried in' B i then'he teok her-
vor to fmesir. o meeb'his pe’m’“——-no ton, I think it
Was. 'Ihén ey kad o E'c,u“e in Lindon for e couple of
sessens end anciher cne in P“ru, I believe; Tken this
awisl thing hempt: ed” The Im,]o - wiped his forehead
wich hi- h-nckerenief, it was '“ct H'g gathe" stuﬁ'y in
the calin, <My Ceu.,” he said Iensz el «1"den’s know
wlat 1 do # & wonan did a $h'ng H'e th 5 to me—’
©cldTou nh =" e broé off and was silent for
- HLNe " or two, thon k> tuentl to ‘me, “Bab you
k e her, didw’d youl” -
wTes,” I seid, %1 Fnew hep™®

2
oy ey Iy le R piretors v v s Pust med

s v avla 2 CBLOLBY iR Sl st wizer Oe Ver, She.
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wis sfaying at the Pension-Floriana,with her Aunt and

a rcouple of -gizl.cousins, : I l!swmth .wes -at the Grong
Hgei with s mether. Q.dM:.s Ponsonnv was Lema,rk.
able more a8 & monument than a humen being, Hez
white ha,ng WasB: 80 permane,ntlyj waved. and ax:ranged;
thet ik locked like econ rebe.: He: face was a. mas},» of,
whits powder and herepes were-cold axd hrd, Bonsath,
her chin,which; was, heginning o sag, she-wore. a,&iéifb
black yelvet. rlbbog,.by day; and 2} mght 2’ da(’-collaz
of,seed: ge&rls and dx.a.'.zp,onds. She gab on tI,me tez:race q{l
uthpx, rﬁsg,ggu;ly, &tkrnr vgmd «table 1n ;“h‘e"dmm;-raoql,.‘
regnged $p her. ped tagglaﬂgnfz,om two mnsil four and
thanieok.a short drlgefgnnugh the surtoundl 1z comtcy,

Slﬁg ers4rezecd for dinner, ﬁqd phllayed bn@ge a.f Le*wards,,
weé%ng;ﬁ%‘_ pression of thm}}g d;sgalfed e,xaspe;atan
whether she won.on Ig)sj, ,Ellswo;tll hsq‘mgtlmea aze. mth

‘ug) -

hep, droge. . with,. Jloli; Ignd pla.y,ed .bndge Wlth her.,

Vghepeysr:he did: the. }fo gn her-e 78D, snftened 3 umﬂe
and her fﬁ% ;,elng._e:} - She watohed hun greechly, ever]
g?ﬁﬁe,tbgt he made_, v;hen %13 was shufﬂmg Lﬂ}? cfu'ds,
wbpn,hq wygas tak' g 8 mgarqtts fmm }us 91abor,&te
Cgrucl c-garatte case. fnd hghtm; _zt whate,ez e, dld

hercxes v*ere on h1m aharp an& te;nbly, lovmg When,

......

T}Lzey wauld walk up at;d dovn the beach snmetlmcs 1n
the moonhgh &fﬁ‘l‘ dmuer theu: dark lhsdows bump,ng



along te' ind ihem ovér the dry wand. Father "Rébents
was plump with fize eyes, a thick, sensual moith gnd-
wide roft han&s which moved gently when he talked;.
not n any way t> flléstrate what hé -wes waying, bk’
ag though {hey werd llvmg a Hitferdnt, detabhed T/
of their oWES Jonmfer sod Her girl “oeusitis wsed -fo°
aﬁﬂde to him as “The Black Bestle™*

EIISWO"th hat been converted-to the’ CatHolic TRtk
wnen he was nzneteen Oddly enet!gh“ Tiis“niother Fad'
put forward no ob]ectmns, in son‘e- sfrange intuftive’
wiy she p:o‘bzzbly felt tha.t 1t otld kesp Eleworth
clbge to her, and m thm she wsn ngh"b He Had almy:
béen <motional az7a boy and this” Ca.i'ﬁoim Busmeer
seamad goL ehow to calm him, sleo’ft  was &n outles-
tliat he co-ld dmcuss with Her v:tnout outraging any‘
p; oprietics, She fiad hope&, in her seorek ‘heart; that-
orcs away from the s ‘rong gmdmg influgnée of Fathet
Ryan in Boston, hs might, &mid the ihtprsﬁs‘ ‘and’
excizerre.ts of travel, bscome a littly less é.rdenﬁ, -thig’
hope however, was doomed %o dsa.ppom“tmeht‘ for on”™
amval in Ldndon they had been me’s by ’F&ther i
in Paris by Father Jules; in Lousanne by ?aﬁ'mr :
WacMichael; in Rome by Father Philipo; snl hers, {n'’
Alassio, by Father Robert, She had mot really minded
the other Fo.thers, in fact Fs.ﬂmr Hac’Mxehaol had“been -
quite emusing, but she quite uneqmvocally detested“
Father Robert, This was in no way apparent, §§ th’
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Bottoniat - uphringing: hatk taught -Leé® te-contrek any
btz Rex Jmope ssuperficial. feelings;. however, * the Bate
wag there lying in Ler leadt, vity, slert, ‘and: wmﬁng’

-Fllsworth; ¢s an. if: He sutpooted: it;- shovw o 1o’ siH
aud cenbinued: 5o enjoy Fatker  Robéft’s oompa,ny n’
mugh:ss hé could;. which -was a great deal.

Mre Poritonby first noviged: Jonniler in the loung¥
of:. tha: Hobél, Kitting.iwith-& young man ‘n farmels and
two: Hondescripk gisls. Jopnifer loeked far-from hondel
sorigh.>Shisé radiated: & 2lear, gay; animsl vitality. Ske
wa wbuiig & nésd White ténnis” dress axid’ the endy
ot her.durk Fnis wero damp ands osrly from bathing:-
Mna. ‘Ponsonby watched fer fora little: coveitly, Irom:
ehnd o povelgquiek movements, gocd teeth: aﬁ?skﬁ%‘
obxibesty: & Iady; She smiled a-16% and: talted eagerly
ja'a plosgant; rather Rusky. voios; When she go’ up L
gaon fo-ike teirace with the $wo gitls-and i *’oung
mar;. s4i¥ tatking anicatedly;- Mrs. Ponsonby ross €00
and went up to her room,

Faooe $het moment onwards Mts; Ponsonby [ro-
opwded wpory’ & course: of stately espmré.ge. Her" sonrces
ol iiormation were verious, Mis; Wortley, who was &
frived of Jenniter's Aunt;the Engtishadre Mr. Sélton;
Giula; the barman in the hote), even the floor wa..ter
wh# quememd étoreotly as his wife was a laundress
1 the town and dealt with the wuh.pg from the
Porsiop Florians, )
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In a--fow days’ she had [fouad ouksquits: & lok
Jennifer; was nineteen, the dadghter of:s doctér'id
Goxnwall,-Fer name 'wes Hyde: She was évidextly wot
?;:9117‘?{?; as. sher had trayelled: ouli from- Fngland second-
clase, bus.she. apparently had some wealthy pelatives
in London, shad been out for & feasoh and been pres
gented; Mrs.. Wortley was quite enthusiastic akoubher.
%4, thoroughly  nice girl” she daid, i*Moferniin’en®
way and yot old-faghioned -at the sanie timeiif you know
whet I mean, I do . think, of "courBe, fliat: it’s s pity:
she puts. quite .eo much red. orn ker lips; butiaffer all
I.suppose that’s the thing nowadays;, and ohe ‘iszonly:
yotng once. . Iremember myself when: ¥ was-a.girl.my.
one - ideawas {o be smart, I.temenibergétting nto:the:
mest. dreadful, hot;, water for turnihg one bf.myumiteso
noon dmssbs inte -an evening {rock by enipping: 6f 4hei
gleeves and; altering _the -front of the bodick—: Hers
Mzs, Wortley. langhed indulgently, bupdMiss Ponsonby:
tad lcst interest.

A couple of evenings lateron,the terrace Mg, Pon-
sonby dropred ker book-just. ag Jernifer was passing,:
Jermfer picked it up ax}q returned i} to her with w
POAtG smil a2 upon being pressed, agreed tu i downi
a.nd have & glass of ‘emonade. $he #$a'ked withons:
shyress bu: als:, Mrs Poncorby was pleased to obserys,.
w‘s. «© ¢ tov ~.uch gelf-posression, Before she lef: te:
jointe friends who were standing abr ut gigeling slightly.
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in the dcorway, Mrs, Pcnsonby had extracted a promise
from her to come to lunch en the following day.

The lunch party was-quite s suzccess”At. first Mrs,
Ponsonby bed been rather disscnocertel te distover;
that Ellsworth lad inyited Fathér Roteri bub it was
not very long before she deecided in her mind that it
tad been.a good thing. To begm with the preserce of
Jennifer made Father Robert ill-a$-erse; Mre: Tonsonby;
watched with ipurense satisfaction the éornmers of 'his.
i..onth . nervously twitching. She also noted that he.
didn't talk as much es ususl, Ellsworth, on’ the cthex
*and, talked nineteen to the dezen; he was abviously,.
she obeerved haprily,show'ng off. The general narrows
. negs .of Ellsworth was not so appsrent in thore days,
i» wasonly twenty.siz and had a certainsoft personal:
ch-rn when he Jiked to exert it. On this occasion he
was on’y too keen ta exert it..He.discussed books: and’
1tays wittily with Jennifet; amd whenever she laughed’
wt anything he said,” he shot rather & smug look et
Father Robert. - Altogether everything was going very.
well and Mrs. Ponsonby’s spirit purred with pleasivie’
es she watched, with cold eyes, Father Robert’s léfi:
hand irritably crumbling his bread..

Abouk & week latér, during which time Jennifer-
a~d IElswosth had st:uck mp e platonic, pleacant:
friendship, Mrs; Ponsonby made her suprems gesture by
dying sudGenly iy the Iounge a.‘ter dinner, .



Jentiifer Ponsonby was, $o-put it mildly, & reckless
grmbled, byt her gaiety mt the. tabbs whether witining
or: lcsing wad. remarkabls, “She. had a seties: of little
stiperstitions, such - as plieing .oite oard: gyibmgtsically
on top - of the ofter and: giving ke "shoe:two sharp
peremptory. little: whaoks beibrel deawing—ifishe drew
& nine she .chuchled  .delightedly, if she mede herdelf
Baccarat shz chudsled squally ‘delightedly, Her luck,
on the whole, was gokd] ~buiishe won gracefuly,
shrugging her sheillders ardd’giving a'litile deprecato.y
smile when anyorefhiled 4o win a Banca against her,

Tt wai thie summer -of-1533, and I had stopped off
in Mortc “arlponmy way hone from Tunis. Everybody”
was there, of dourse, if; was the height of {he summer
season. The Beach Héfel wids full and I was stayinz
at the "Hotel de Psris which, actually, I prcfered,
Jennifor was staying with &ld . Lily. Craziani on Cep
Ferrat, but she excaped whensver she. could and came
oyer to Monte Carls to dine and gamble, I played. ab
the sgme tahle with her for an hourortwe, snd then
when i had lest all that' I intended te lose, I asked
ber te come dnd lHave a drink in the bar while the
shoe wsd Leing mede up.

‘We perched curselves on high stcols, and ordersd
“Fipe & T'eaus” and talked caswally . cnougl, She
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asked ms wlhers T'd Leen wand. wheiher ep-nob 13 seon-
so-and-ro lately, axd I1.asked her what shen bedh amp
to-and what had bredme ®f Ro-cnd-so, Preoswily £
chescour -appetred and ®aid thet her dnble trea’ shabb
ing egain, She slippsd Sown from her wtéc] and weid,
almost defiantly “VYou havén't esked after Filsworth,
but yor’ll be delighted to hear - +hat -he's very-wad
indeed,” then shs gavé ia she¥p Hitle leugh, mure.
high-pitched fhan usosl,  and diseppeared jhth the’
buccarst roomm,

1 felt o tritle embarraseed aad also vaguely irfis
tated, T hadn’4-mentioned Elfsworthion 'perpose, (A),
beoause it might Have been “tactless-ai 1 hadg't the
remetest’ iden’ ihother thoy ‘wére still togesher oroniot;
and (b), because I didn’t" ¢nre for him much anyhow,
anid ‘never had, I ordered ancibor drink sad, when I
kad dfunk-it, sirolled apstaiss to wadch ise cxbnrel,
There was an inferno of ncke going on w8 I wame iny
tHo band 'wae playing full out while two American
negroes were déncing h' complidated rcutine in whitd
eveéning cuits and appivently enjoring’it. I szt down
at & cernér teble and watehed the.rest of the ghow,
Tt was ressonably gocd] The wkaal paraphernalis of
¥laborately undregged besuties parxding in and out,
The-ususl low ‘comedy " nrrobotie ech, The wusual
Jourdful yotng womasn crmort, .ilaxugh the miere-
rplkone, I glanced yourd the rogim ocearichelly, All the
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game faces wire there, They had been here last year.
end the yoar beforz, and would be here rext year and
the yenr after., They changed round a bi, of course,
Eaby Leylend was with Georgie this year, and ¥o'bis.
had a new blonde. The Gruman-lewis party lceked
tired and disgruntled, but then they always did. I
folt o rrecséd and bored and far too hot, I watched
Jennifer coime in with Tiny Matlook. They were:
ha'led by Freds and Gordon Blake and sat down at-
tieir table, It was one of the noisier tables, I think
Alaistair, who was sitting at the end, must have been
doing some of bhis- dirtier imitations, because they
were all laughing  exiravagantly, rather too loudly,
I thought, considering the humdreds of times they
must kave heard them before,

Jennifer laughed with 4he rest, meanwhile refur-
bishing her meke-up, holding %he mirror from her
vanity-cate at oue angle in order ¥o catch the lighs,
Hsr movaments were swift and nervous, she stabbed at
her mouth with the lipstiek and them, holding the
¢lass at arm’s length, looked abt it through marrowed
e;es and n:ade a glight grimace, Suddenly, in that
moment, I o.n’t think why, 1 kn:w quite definitely
tha; sho weg wreiched, My memory ran back over
%h> years that I had known her, never intimately,
pevcr beyord the easy casualness of Christian names,
it always, X reflected, with pleasurs, 8he had always



been gay: cowipany;”” charming. to - dance-with,? fun
% ‘Qlscover wmexpoectedly in' a houselyasty; I rémema
Wéred the firat time ¥ Had met her in London;:it miusé
havé’bosh 1920 or 1991, the Pretty youngiwife of 4 rich
Kmetidan.” That “was & Jongitime Ago, ‘nedrly thistedn
years, and those yecars had certainly changed ‘her|
I watchel her across the Yeom, She was talking'now,
bbvicusly cesoribifig something gesticilating -a little
Wil her-right-Band,” Theére Wa3' & :moment’s. Iall im
the genera! noise, and "I " ¢anght for ‘s Scoond the
pound-of her husky laugh, quite’ a - different timbre
from that which she had given as she left <he, bar.
#Yow Laven't asked: aftér -Bllsworth; - butt ‘youlil be
delighted to-hear 'that_he’s: very well indeed.” .

w21 decided to whik back to-my hotel. rather tham
toke & tazi; the night was ¢bol’ and . quiet after the
vightettersmokeiand noige of the Casino, I hadineerly
reached .tk top cf the first hill when. I heard a cay
Yariingi- up - tehind - me. It geemed to be coming a
grend -deal too fest, g0 ¥ stepped warily agaiost the
payapet t6 let it go by, ¥t came whirling round the
torner with b, gcreech of.brakes, a small open Fiab
dwe-seater, It stapred noisily about & yard away
{rem me and.I saw that Jennifer was driving it *I
sasw_ you leaving the Cssino and ohascd you,” she-gaid
ather hreathleraly. “hecavse I wanted to say I was

‘ lﬂ!f[."'
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- I stopped - desward,. -“What- on-earth for?-

“J{ Fou-digr’t-netice so' mirch tho-better, but-I've
hed-nchoreid fevliag -elyont it eversinpe I-deft: yeu.ig
the bar, "I.tessed-my -eurlsat your and-syoke harshlyy
it’s :mo ues -prebending I:didn’t because-I did, l-know
¥ did”

“Yhgt manscueﬁ’ ? Ii&ﬁﬂt

v@Get-Hn, there’s & :darliag, -and-I'll drive,yon
wherever yon want to-go—wiwre do you - want rto:gel
PYe gab-ta geot to Cap- Ferrat.”

“Rob-es fur-as that-anyhkow, just ‘the - Hotel.de
Paris”

"Ligot ihrdnd-datA6%n -beeid¢ -her, She ' letdan
the clut¢h:exd fwe drove~ on Ap -iltte -the-tewn, -Fiw
stadbits wers dedocted mmit-wad fibiing ‘omn. ~forfthree
in ithe momiimy, “Suddexdy sbe stoppedtheinar by $us
kéth in feolt of ia drerfis shep, the window s Aidlkd
¥ishoténnds’ rheqiety, gol? dshibys-and :swehted,

“Irn now Spbivg o do . somdtbring runforgivabie”
fhe saidin o civaihed wSioe. $i"o bren Gfying rbtw
for hovrs, Bul s no Wwee? Shewnt Iuck #dn the
Whiv ng woit and Jovked st me, IME hoing o bey, 1
Yate wodten wlo-&ry, ‘but T caut:hélb 4, epei pthiogs
abeolutely blooly, and I - lmow 8% nvhe 6f Ve&E
Yusiiess and that 4hisis £n imposition, But Were bean
“filentds ok tnd oif Tor yeiis wnd— Hore #hie "MY®
off and buried ler fage in Ler bands, I put Y ARm
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#8nd her, “I don't think you’d ‘betler be tdo wfifpes
thetio,” -shemustered into myahouider. “¥'Hl probably
ke me waree,” ‘Then: shie #aibddbo sob, Bt hysberios
aRy, sdb -eved: very aoisdy, but They Weré: patufil
wots s though -she wefe ¥igirting ‘themtofi strongly—«

«Fék Gud’s suko 4 gol” T wnid shufply, «If you
A 7pou’R :pkobably burkt!”

Siboipave mpsa Hitle pat snd relaved i bit. THe
SrWbwol ey acsed, ‘bt sho kept ‘her -Héad buridd
against my shoulder. I sat quite’ ®till and:leokdd
$loomitysdithe ionnis radjaeis, . I fols ruther Bewil-
dered and quite definitely uncomfortabl¥. Not: thak
1 wasu’t touched, thnt out of-all the people she'knew
-¥¥ shouid ‘sufptisivgly have welested me to Break
Howh Sith, My Biseomfors was vauséd by . = strange
9eltng . of lofprevsivn, s smilar sémsition to that
WA one expefiontes someiimes on  entering' a
#207hdide, 8-houss ‘wherein ‘unhappy, oruvel ithings
‘h&ve Baken plwde, ‘1 slmost shuddered, buticontroll.d
At 8brte dn#kitidn maktHavemade her feel tiis,for she
atoup 838 feédcked her hawd ‘behind  Ker: for her
ot S odBl, UIWwiigs Arendfully sorry,” whe said. I
H¥iiléd -Bs venssutingdy en I could mnd it a sigarefibe
For’ber, Ble wipéd Rer eyes, powdered her nose,
ok ib and sat &lentdy for a little--I noticed her lip
¥¥mble : coeaginnally, but ®he didn’t ery any more.
BurRily chié sd<néid to colme to some sortof devision
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end leant forward and. re-staried ‘thé ehgird, 4Pt
drop you kome mow,” 'she said in a  stifled’ wcids
which . siruck me as infiritely: pathetie; there.:was' an
almost: childish gallantry in t'e way she-saidit, like
a véry small boy who has fallen down and brokem
his knes ard is determined to be Lrave ovér -ib-

¢ You'll do nothing of:-the sort,” I :eaid . quickly:
“Youll drivé me up on to thd Middle Cexniché: and
thers welll sit and ‘smoke  ourselves silly and wateh
the sin come up.”

She protested: “Horestly, I'm slk:right fow-:1
swéay TamY

“Do what: youlre told” <T xaid.;

.8he gave the ghost ofzd enileidnd:off e Wernl

We stopgled! just the: other side o Fue, l6fp the odr
patked: ckied imrde theiside of the weed; having itken
Ate cllinns out of-it,  and axrsmged-ourselves faping
the view, with our backs againstzma;low stone:wsll
Jeanifer hardly spoke, and  we, tat, theze for quite »
long while in silence, Far bolow; us: on .-the sight,
Cap Ferrat siretcl.ed .oub into the .sep like ﬁrﬂ'ﬁ;’iﬁ‘
gleepiny animal. Ceccasipnally a train, -Iookings,liin_e an
elaborate wechanical toy, emerged fro-i & juncel; ran
slon; by the eCge of thesea Zor o little - ay and them
disappeared, azain the lights ixom ite carrings windows
striping the $rees anl rocl's and house: as it passed.
Th xuwmbii: g round oF it ¢-me to, us latc when i
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was no longer in eight. Every row cnd then hud not
very cften, & ¢ar whirred along thke rcad Lechicd s
snd we ccald zee its. headlights éiminishing in the
d’stance, carving the dsrkness into fantastio shupes
and shadows a3 it went. The rpath of the moon
glittered across the sea o the horizon and there ;were
no ships passing.

“I-suppose it would B tco obvious if I.said:
*Now then’?” k

Jennifer gigted. « ‘Now then,’ is a bit dzﬂcaumg-
ing,” she said. “Too arbztrary———couldn } we lead into
it & listle less abruptly?”

“How is, Ellsworth?” I said auﬂy. “Or rather,
where is Hllsworth?”

“Very well indeed; and in Taormina.?

Tkere was & long silence whi‘le;we ,‘L'o‘bh_!eoked
at Eilsworth in Taormina, I can’t vouch for Jennifer’s
-view, but mine was clear; I saw - him goiixg down to
batle, wearing sandals, a d:isereétly coloured jumper
‘nd flannel - trousers with a faint elripe. I saw him
&t _luj ch. in the cool monastic hotel dining-room,
to'k'ng earnmestly with 2 courle of Catholic Fathers,
I eay him in the evening, after dinner, sifting In &
-6af> with a few of the young locals rmmd him, stand-
ing them crinks and sreakjng in p emse, rather sxbxl-:
ant Jjalian with a st ong Eostonian aceent,

Sy
“He con’y gob sunburnt, yen know,” seid Jennifey



frrelevantly. “Ard he does try 86 hard. Ten’s it rad?”

«Not even pink?”’

“Only véry occasionaBy, and that fades almest
immediately,”

“Freckles?%

“wA -few, but'in the wrong plases,’”

* How much does he mind?”

*Degperstely, I think” Jonnifer sighéd agein,
eeply. “It’s becoms a gort of complex with him., He
has quite a lot of complexes reafly. The Tatholic
Church, Ttalian Gethic, Walt Whitmen and not
over-tipping. He’s & beauty lover, I'm afraid.”

 &You-should never heve married -a besnty-lover,”

She nodded, “Beauty lovers certainly ave TIell”

‘Why did you?” ’

“Why did’ I what?®

“Mazrry him. -

“Hold on to -your hats, boys, here we-£o!” Bhe
Tnnghed faintly and seid, I thikk T'd better have
nother cigarette, T'm fold il gives one social poise.
¥'m efrait my social poise has been atheroveér-strain-
“ed during these last few yeats”

I gave her a vcigarette, “Why not begin at the
“baginn'ng?”’ Isvgcested. You know 'it’s all ¢oming- otit
"eveninally, you might just ts well go the whole hog.™

“I wender where that expression originated?’ she
pnid, “It doezn'$ really make sense—you cen’t go



hog, whole' or otherwise.”
vNever mind abouk that.’”

o] dop’t veally.” :

¢ Why did yor marzy himt”.

. ®]1 was an inpceent givl' she replied, “When, T
say innocent girl, I naturally mesn s bloedy fool. I.
waa. igrorant of even the moat superfieal fccts of.
life. Circtinstoneas conspired against me—doesn’é that-
sound, lovelgl—bud it’s honestly. true, they did, I-wasin
Italy, staying with Awn$é Dora in. & pension, and
Ellsworth and his mother wers at the Grand Hotel,
They bhad a suiie, of oonrse, and as far as the hotel,
was concerned they were the sfar on aceount of.being
American and very rich, The old girl took a fency te
me, why I shall never know, ard asked me ia lunch,
And there wss Ellsworth, He rea'ly was quite sweet
in thote days and funny; he said funny things srd
knew & Iot and was nice to te with, There was a
priest thers, too, Father Robert, who I. suspect hod
his eye on the Porsonby fcrtune—some priegts on
behalf of their church have & strong commercial
genge-—tnykow, he fook a Latred to me on sight
which I rather enjoyed, Then came the wmeuent when
cigoumstances conspired against me, Old AMrs. Pon-
sonby unred and dicd of a Leert aftack in the lcungo
of the hLotel just as we weze all having our after~
dipner cofles, I# really was ve . bomid, and I was
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Cesperadely sorry for poor Elisworth. . Thab was
where the tronble sizited. Pity way be s Christian
virtue, but it’s dangerous to mucl about with, and
can play the devil with commrn-sense: Well, to
c;ntihue, ‘as” they say, f#mn that moment onwasds,
Filsworth ciung to” me; you tee, I had unwittingly
and most ‘unfortunstely ousted Father Robert from
his affections, He™ cried a good deal, which waa
natural enovgh, as he’d neve: been aws: from his
ﬁ;ct11e: all his Ife. I went with him to the funeral,
which was protly grim, and did my best $o comfort
Ein as well es I could, Then the nicht affer the
fu}zé:al ‘he“'su*ddenly appaai:éd st cur gyension snd said
fe Wanted7 to alk to me.” ;‘z.‘[y Aunt Dora wat'in &
une ﬂhtte:‘,: he.ng one of $hose nie-minded um‘xuuh
Linirens who can cnly see any rich’ ycung men- 58 8
prospective bed-n;ste for their younger unetached
femsle relatives, 1 think she probably reg.étted
that Ellsworth didn’t want to talk to Crac: or Vera.
vho weze her own doughbers-—end God knows she
coulin’t have regretted it half as m:ch as 1 did later
~but still, I was on unmarried mece, and Lalf o loaf is
b:tter than whatever it is, snd eo out I wensinto the
Bﬁeet-=8cen‘aed Italian night with Elcvorih a'd her
Lle*amg. We walked for & long way, tirsf of all
h.rwgh the town and then aloug t“e Leach, Ells
“rindh ¢idn't eay muck until we rab Gtwn with o
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Badks te & wall, - rather like we've. sitting Eere, only
withodt ‘the vietr, just the? goa” lapping - away and
&oti6t miafs, -Then b startéd.. Oh dssr” Jenn'fer
shifisd’ Horse'$ inito o 'more comfortablé  position, “He
t6ld’ e all abodt himesli from . the woyd ‘go, not in
@ity exhibitionistic’ way, but as though ke just had to
geboié-out of shis systém inospise of caution and degency
#xd treditiohally .bred reticence--sgain like I'm doing
wow.2:8he: launhed rather shargly, “I wonder why
Peopie.do 452 11 wonder if it’s over any use!”

e all right,” 17 said,: “when there sra no
stritize attached. Don'y get distoiraged, it will do yoyr
alpowéyorogoadr
201 Y o6 Werly wweet, vhe maid, “¥.do hope .Pm
Beb going ¥olontdgain2y
ool oM h e Grav silkroarfor. & clelv moments ahd then
Rvigant o, ipsakimy wore ‘quiekiy.:.
wiiaeleggs’ ety Hell-ybir 81l hei-aid,: beoauss it
- wouldn’soBe fmirp I eouldn’t ever Aol anybody, bus
ke maid hing wis thas he: was ‘rightoned, righten-
®dita’ death-of Himeelf. That was why he had
Become a’ Roméan Cathelic, that fear. He wa.snf_tfvery
#rtivulste’ ibout it -zeally, and he jumped frem- one
$king:to’amother. so that on the whole 1 was predty
bewildsred, but.l did feal dreadfuily touched and sad
{e¢: him, .énd.fooligsly, wholeheariedly enxious to Lelp
ibe, - He ‘waid, nmorg other & inge, that he'd always



Léen terrified: of  wemen anpil he-mef e agd -thak
tke thooght of -moriage sork of yexcliedubime -2

Fathes Roberé Hadotwed: tx persuade him: te: j0im
Church in some capaciti -or ether, I ’“dan'koxs
know what bat: he fo&g:k& sby ok tkﬁ, begd

he'd jump back, & long way back: intahis ohijs
snd "slk sbaut . & feiend ke:had:at:-his-pmp:
called Homer—argn’s: Americaps:oarfal givis

very important, he: kept on: oreppivg -typ. You'xe:

e
idag Rov s'tzangé,' it wassitking there on the.sanid

but I do iemember ftehng pcnt-a.p a.nd. stenic
retler wanting o scream, TFresently he.calmed
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th8% Society ‘was made for the ﬁo’rmai, ‘ordinsty
-p-ople, -and thers wasn’s any place {or the nikfits,
Thon, then he ssked me o mairy him, To “do him
juitice he w.a 28 Lones: as wo covld be. He guid I
Was iZe culy P rson he eould irust emd thut we could
“travel zud fes ths world :nd enbériein-and have fun,
“He «ifn’c tulz abéus the imoney ‘side “of ib, but he
implicd a‘groa. deal. I ‘knew perfectly well he-wd

]

ries, enyhow—"" he parsed f'r a moment and
fumbies in Lor bay for her hendkerchief, ¢ Buy thad
wasi’y why I rearcied him, honceily it Gasa's, Of
“eeuzso 16 hid somsibiny to «dorwith i, I suppose.
‘You sery P& tee: yocr-all uy lile, Feiher's prootice
g’y up to mueh and the iden 'of havirg sl the
“elothes end thinge that I'wairted-urd buiny-sble to
“¢ravely which Pd always longed to o, probubly help-
edi & bit, but it wan't the whole reison or- anything
1i"e iy, I sweer it wasn’s. S he real reason was ‘much
“gtrenger and iiore complicated and difficult to ex~
plaia. ©On looking bark op it, I think I cen see it
~clearly, | ul even now 1 not altegether sure. I was
very emctiopal end remantio and really very nice
insice when : waos jourg, far niter than I am row,
Lhere orglt to be a ew ageinst bLringing children up
to have, :ice instirets and id:als, it makes some ef
the ihings thet huppen afterwerds ¢o much more
rusly ourjiling than thoy need be, I can ste, now,



thas I quite seriously married Ellsworth from a tense
of d ty—doing my geod deed for the day. Girl Guides
for ever. I knew perfectly well that I didn't love him,
at least my brain kuew it and told me so, but I
didn’t listen ani allowed my emotions, my confused,
adolescent, sendimental emotions, to drag me in the
other dircetion. I remomter forcing myself to imagine
whet it would be like, the actual sex part, I mean,
end think'ng, quit> blithely, that it would be lovely
snd thrilling to lie in Ellsworth's crxs end be a
comfort to him and look after him and stand between
him and his lonelizess, OI course, my imagination
over all this wasn’t very olear, as my cex experiemnce
to dats had consisied of little more than en unsvowed
and bLeautiful passion for Miss Hilt>n-Smith, our
games mieiress st St, Mary’s, P.ymouth, and a few
daring kisses fron & young man at s h n% ball in
Bodmin, Obviously, I hadn’t the remolest idea what
I was lett'ng myself in for, eo I said* ‘Yes,” and two
days later, siill in a haze of ro.nantic sxd emotional
corfusion, we went oif to Nice, without lettizg any-
one suspeo’ & thing, and were married in some sord
of office by a men with & - oitze,”

Jernifer feld out her hand {3 another eigarette,
I lit ore for her ond, withius saying & word, waited
for her to go cn,

“Theu the trouble started” She gave a slight
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shudder, “Pm not going to fell you all the deiails,
but it was sll very frightening aand homid and hLumi-
liatinz, I think humiliating more than anything else.
After a few weeks, during which time TFather hed
appearel and Auzny Dors and a very pompous uncle
of K lsworth's, end there had been a serie: of scenes
and discassions and a great deal of strain, Ellsworth
and I went to Dome and stayed there for months, In
due course I wezg receivel into the Chureh. I didn’s
have much fesling about that one way or another
snd Bllsworth waz very insisieat, so thers it was,
Weo wars iinally marrizd progerly with a great deal
of music and rejoicing and a lot of American-born
Ttalian Marchesas giving parties for us. As a mabter
of fact, old Lily Grazlanri was one of them, the nicesy
one, ’m staying with her now.” She indicated Cap
Ferzat with a vague gesturz, “Then we wen$ away,
practically right roind ths wo.ll, stzzting with Boston
and sll Ellsworth’s rilations, Oh, dear!” she gave a
little laugh. * That was very iricky, but some of them
were all rizht, Aficr tha%, we wen’ to Hozoulu and
Japan and Cuina, then to India and T y.t and back
to IFngland. That was when we first met;’ wasn't it,
at the house in (real Cumberland Place? By that
time, of course, 1’d beoome a bit hardened. I was no
lopger remardie end innccent and nice, I’G learned a
1t of thiugs, Pd jolned the Navy and seen the
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world, All ikese lovely-places, sll those chances for
lappiness, just cut of rcach, thrown away. Don’t
mizunderstand 1e, it wesn't the sex bueiness that
“wap upseit'ng mo, st least I ‘don’s tlink it was. ¥’d
daced the feilure of thab ages belexs. OCh no, It wes
Elisworsh himcelf. Ishould have beea periectly happr,
well, if not happy, at Ileast coni.ns, if  Elisworth

bisa kird end crdinary :xd &

shad. played np end
goy -empanicn, but he <idn’t exd Le wesn':, I sup-
-pose pecpls eors help boing beeedly, con Juey? It's
gometh'n;, to o with rlesdulz eer.ilon: and civizone
‘ment ond things hat heypesel (o yom  when you
vese & child. 1 van only thimk s.ab the mosi peculiar
thing cortain’y happensd $o Elswoith whon he was
a chill =nd \i slansular scosbic.s nwd Leve-been
something fic A any robe, 1 hedils been with
kim long imcfc.‘re I knuw, beyend & chadow .oi doubd

thet he was - the ceghly unplessan, chesweter, oy in

eny s bed in tho full semie of the woxd, Not viclend

tx go.ug oii oa drecdfsl drunks and
veodn Las. end Leating me up, XNothing like thes,
noilin . 2razly 10 dlveet, Hs wes Tar do0 reliued-and
cerorlly emilorcd, you sald iv just nov, & ieau.?
Clvizy thed’s whet he wes, o Lundied percont . uip-
Fpo 'ing terwy lover Oh dess, how .an onc ‘reconcils

¥ -uwer wibh lding ieetm, zrienad, svll
end poitichiy tyrainicsl (imest to a polul of marisd
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The amwar is 42t ome cam, becaﬁseiﬁ?'ére;am'sevsia},
w45 of teruly lovers, Thére are-thoss s ho likak'nds
ness  and ocd m Tners-and wide .eeas and-dignisy,
zzd oth 18 wlo, ks Belllni M.downas snd . Giottos
zd 1yw.i 3 nnd inesns2 and being able to.recopnise,
3 pablidly “es ?033?@313', 2 geauins -old this..or .old:
hat, 1 do.’t believe s enougi——"" J ennifer’s voice
ose & little, ~«I dow't believe it's enozgh, aill thet
reogeupation with-the dead and -done .with, .vwhen
Ia-’e’u‘"'iiving life- 21l vonnd youw:.-and suddsn, lovely-
unexpe ted moments to” be aware of. Sudden loving
_esturas from-other people, withaut motives- nothing.
t> do wih -b:ing wich or poor or talented or eulfured,
jstrour o'd frisnd-httmin naturo ab its best! That's
Jhe sort of beauly worih scarching for; it msy sound
pezaposs, Lut I know what I mean. That’s the sorh
nf beauly lover that cozuts. T am right, ain't I! It'a
ssken me &2 many ‘misorable hous frying to puzzie .
higs oub” Blie stonped abrapily, almosk breathliag
~d Jooked ot me rpplalingly.

“Ve,” 1 sadd, *1 {hink you'ra right”

“1lle (revbe with Elswsith” she went ¢n more
caimly, *vas $izt Le had no love in Lis heart for
vy livieg seul eme~pd Limss.f. Evon his mother, vho.

suppose miant nicre to himtha inyone ele, 7aled
a'ekly ost of kis mmery Jfor Jie first few wee s
berdly ever v fsweld to e end if Pe did i vas
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lightly, remotely, s though she hed been soweons of
li.tle imiporfance wiom he had on-e met ard passed
a -summer with, If he had been h-nesy with me or
even hon:st with himseldf, it would have been
all right but he was reither, He deali in lies
emsall, Insignificant lies; this wes at first, later
the lies bocame bigger end mcre important, He
mede a lot of friends as we pursued our rather
dreary sccial existence, some of them appeared to be
gon:nely fond of him, at any rate in the Leginning;
others guite blatantly fawned on him for what they
could get out of him., I watched, rather anxiously
sometimes, and occasicnally tried to warn him, I still
fclt there wes o chanoe, yoa know, not of reforming
Lim, I wasn't as smug es that, but of reaching a
plane of mutual companionship on which we could
both live ovr own lives aid discues things, and have
a cirtain amount o fun together without conflict
and irritetion and getting cn each other’s nerves, But
it wasn’t any use, He distrusted me, principally I
ihink because 1 wes a woman, There wasn't anyth'ng
to bo dome. It was hopeless, Then, after we’'d becn
merried for several years, a si-uation cccvrred, It wes
in New_ York, we were ttaying at the ’]Wn.ldorf, ard
it was all very unpleasant end nearly developed iuto
s front-page scandal, Tm & bit vogue az to what
aciually beppined my.cli thero were ro many ¢o -
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flicting stories, but anyhow, FEllsworth was blgeke
mailed, and I had to interview strange p-ople and - tell
a lot of lies, and a lot of mozey was handed out and
we sailed, very hurriedly, for Europe. After 1tha.t,
things werd beastlier than ever, Fo was sulky and
irribable and took to r-aking sarcastie rewarks at me
in front of strangers, All the rceentment of a weak
nature, that hed been badly frightened, came, to the
top. Finally, I could bear it no longer and asked him
to diverce me, That was the only time 1 have ever
seen Lim really furious., He wenb scarlet in the face
with rage, He was a Catholic and I was a Cz’Lolie,
T:2:t was that, There could be no quesiion of such a
thing, Then I lost my head, and told him what I
really tliought of him, and that I was perfectly sure
that the Cathclic business was nct really the reascnm -
for his refusal at all. Ho was really wozried about
whet people would say; terrified of being left withou#
the nice sccial buttress of a wife who could preside
at his tabl:, arrive with him at pompous receptions
and fashionabls firgt nights and in faot, usually at
least, ccver his tracks., We had a blistering row, and
I left ths house, thet was the Leuse in FParis, yem
rer.ember it in the Avenue d'lena, and went to Lon-
don to stay with Marxjoric Bridges, Ee {ollowed me in
a week, and o eeries of drcary scenes fook place, Ile
cetu:lly eried during onme of them, and said that ko
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was rénlly devcied to me deep down ard that te
weuld rever sgain do anything to lumiliate me ir
ary wey. I think he wag honestly diexdfully frightcn-
¢d of my lesing him, Frightened of Lims:lf, I meen,
thet 1d fea- tlat he hdd told me about, sitting on
{hé Lesch; when he first asked me to -meorry bhim,
I gave in in the end.-TLere waen't roythirg clie to
do really, - And that’s bow sve are row. He goeg -l
on his:own every.now and thentand does what-heli ez,
Lut necver for. very long. He .hasn’s: the, courags irx
real acventure,.?hen. we. join.up .egain, and ocpen. ¥V &
house in Pazis, and. give partiessend do everyibhng
thet everyore else.-does,. Somebimos .we go fcr. o
yachting cruise through the .Greek:IL.lanie, or up..Le
I slnetinn coset or round .about here.. Aciually, I'm
weiling now for him to.come back, axd 1 aupjozp
we'll collcet & dozen piopie.that we dew’s caze fen
a:d who don't cdre for us, and off we shal go-to
Cerciza or Mallrea or Tangier, Ifs e Jovely Lile)” -

£he sab cil'ntly for..a moment, lcoking out ovor
the gea, then she.rose to ler fest end besan to hicl
& stoue vith the ios of -Ler evening shon *Tuall
about <Ily? che sajd,.

I gt vp, tco, am! we clamlered over the wall
and walled slevly ¢ er {o the car,

“2p. quite all” Tsaid nidlly, put iny the cushions .
into the car, “Yiu baver’s vt told e wly you were
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erying,”

“Iar’i that ehough®

“Not quite.”

She got irfo the car_and started ﬁdc;lvnc mth .
the exngine, She gpole vr‘hez_t ool:zncr at i e Iuwe :
rever been unizi‘hicl fo Eﬂswo-z, 7 she sa1d in a'
dry, flet yuiee. “I knew .I could have ea‘-ﬂv‘ but i
siwaye teaiid to m: that i mlmt mak ethc sltummn
even ;mera. bqua‘ﬁ than it is already, Anyhow, T havo
neyez fonng cayon., smong. the people we m ¢t whom
I corld loxg enaugh 4o mnke it wbrth it, Perhah»a‘
somethizg will happen some da.g—-—l. wo*.;lan’t like to
dis an old- mal:.w”\

She siaried ike car and drove me back to Nonta
Carlo. It was gelting quite 11 hi; and the whole Ia.n:!s- )
cape 1 oked .as tho gh it had been ‘newly washed. She
Qropped .me ab $ e Hotel ée Pams then, ]usb a3 ghe
was about to c.xnve away, she leant ove: the sldé ct’
the car-gud hs,eu me lmhtly on the chreL Sh‘e seid:
“Thank yeu deariing, il be gratafu o s,ys to you
for . h*vm;:,, been so.really Iovmrly Lmd ’f

I wotched the car untﬂ it had tumed the eomer
and wgs oub of Eight

4

v—Bu! a chey’s ovn chauffeur,” the Major was,
rerirg, *0 neen ilad reclly is going tco for—" -
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“Where are they now?’ I interrupted. “She and
the chauffeur—did he tell you?’

“Qut in Canada, I believe; the mar’s o Canadian.
They run a garage or a petrol station or something-—
funnily euough, shs wouldn’t take any of old Pon-
gonby’s 'money‘, he cffered it, ¢! course, he’s that sort
of ckep, you know ‘quixotic’ is that the word?

“Yeg,” I said, “that's the word.”’

The Major collected the photograph albums and
packed them in his suif~cace, az he did eo he hummed
& tuns rather breathily, My mind wen$ buck to thet
early, newly washed morning four years ago—driving
down through the dawn to Monte Carlo. I remem-
bered the emptiness in Jennifer’s voice when skhe said:
«Anyhow, I have mnever found anyone among the
reople we meet whom I could love enough to make
it worth it—perhaps something will happen scme day
~—I weuldn’t like te die an old maid.”

The Major straightened himszlf. “What abcut a
nightcap!”’ he said,

We wint up on deck, The air was clear and
cold, and there was hardly any wind. Far away on
the port bow a lighthouse on tke French coast flesh:d
ictermittently,

In the smo’ ing-room the Major flrrg himself,
with & certain breezy abanden, into & leeiher
armchair wl'ch growled vnder the sirain,
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“Fancy yom knowing old Ponionby,” he gaid,
“The wcrid certainly is a very small place, You
incw there’s a 1ot of trath in those old chesénuts.”
I ncdded abs:ntly nd 1t a cigarctie. He snapyed
kis fingers lovdly to atirac: the steward’s stteniion.
“I ghall naver {orget tha’ pight as long as I live,
ceeing that poor chap crying like a kid, absclutely
broken uwp. IVs = pretty bad show when a man's
whole I'fe is wiecked by some damned woman., What
T can’t ges over—'’ Le leant forward and iowere his
voice; there was an exprzssion of genuine, ho:rified
tewilderment in kis, by now, slightly Bblocdshos
eycs—*is that she should have gone off with his own

chauffeury”
«Y guspect,” T ssid gently, “that was why he

=as crying.”
“Steward! Two stergahs!’ said the Major,
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