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Masaryk and His Work

A patriot desires but one reward : that he
should live to see his labors bear fruit. On
~ January 12, 1917, thousands of Czechs in
the United States found time in the midst
of their joyous celebration of the dawn of
Bohemia’s independence to remember the
grand old man of Bohemia, Thomas Gari-
gue Masaryk. He it was who put the an-
cient kingdom of Bohemia once more upon
the map of Europe. On the day when the
Allies’ answer to President Wilson was pub-
lished, he surely was happy, for he had
proof that his titanic labors, his tremendous
personal and family sacrifices were not
made in vain. Bohemia’s right to indepen-
dence was clearly recognized by the Allies
and the liberation of the country from for-
eign domination was made one of the con-
ditions of peace.

For centuries no one in Bohemia did more
than dream of independence. This Slav
country had been subject to the Hapsburgs
for so many generations and so thoroughly
was it repressed that even the boldest spirits
among its leaders regretfully put aside all
thoughts of absolute freedom as visionary
-and aimed merely at securing for the lands
-of the Bohemian crown the widest possible
autonomy within the confines of the Aus-
trian Empire. On several occasions during
‘the long reign of Francis Joseph the Czechs
-came near to the realization of these mod-
.erate ambitions, but always the emperor
-drew back unable to give up his ambition
to be the German ruler of German or Ger-
.manized subjects.

Of late years the struggle of the Czechs
-for a certain amount of liberty at home and

for the right to participate in the govern-

ment of the Empire was growing more and
.more hopeless. The general European sit-
uation was undergoing a change greatly to
the disadvantage of Bohemia. The Haps-
.burg realm was losing its standing as a
great power, due mainly to the constant in-
ternal dissensions and language disputes,
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while the truly national states of Europe
were growing in population, wealth and
military power. Above all Germany, excel-
ling in industrial and military preparedness,
aggressive and domineering, was looking
for new worlds to conquer. America was
out of the question, for the United States
was guarding jealously against the invasion
of the two western continents through its
Monroe doctrine. Germany’s African colo-
nies were unsuitable for colonization by
white men and constituted merely a finan-
cial burden. Only Asia offered an undevel-
oped field — the ramshackle Turkish Em-
pire — and to that land of promise the road
from Germany led through the dual empire
and the Balkan states. Prague was the
first stage on the Berlin-Bagdad highway,
and thé Czech people were the first obstacle
to German expansion. It was a part of Ger-
many’s plan to reduce Austria to complete
subserviency by the exaltation of its Ger-
man minority and a more thorough repres-
sion of the Slav and Latin races, with the as-
sistance of the Magyars.

There were not lacking statemen in Bo-
hemia who saw whither things were tend-
ing. Two of them stand out above the other
Czech patriots: Dr. Charles Kramar and
Professor Thomas G. Masaryk. Kramar,
the leader of the Young Czech party, for
years representative of the middle class of
Bohemia, yielded to no one in his devotion
to the race from which he sprang or in the
sincerity of his intentions to serve the Czech
people to the best of his great ability. But
being a wealthy manufacturer, a ‘“practi-
cal” man, intent upon gaining results in the
Vienna parliament, he failed to draw the
only conclusion necessitated by the changed
European situation which he so well under-
stood. He realized that Germany was
“peacefully penetrating” the Danube mon-
archy, that the very existence of the Czech
nation was imperiled; on the floor of the
parliament and in the Austrian delegation
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he admonished the powers ruling in Vienna
that the fate of the Empire and of the dy-
nasty was just as much at stake as the fate

of Bohemia, should German designs pre-

vail. But knowing his own impotence and
the helplessness of his people, aware of the
gigantic forces behind the schemes of Ger-
many, he still clung to the Austrian Empire
as the only political structure under which
the Czech race could exist and prosper. As
persecutions multiplied in Bohemia and
cabinet succeeded cabinet in Vienna, each
more unfriendly to the aspirations of the
Czech race for free national development,
Kramar lost much of his former popularity
in Bohemia and Moravia. The Czechs re-
sented instinctively his conciliatory attitude
toward ministers who took away bit by bit
political concessions secured in times more
favorable. But the tragedy of Kramar’s life
consists in this: the man who spent his ca-
reer in trying to establish Austria on the
firm foundation of justice to all its various
races was taken into custody some months
after the war hroke out, was accused of
high treason, convicted on flimsy and falsi-
fied evidence, and finally saved from hang-
ing only by the accession of the new em-
peror, who out of his royal mercy commuted
Kramar’s death sentence to fifteen years’
imprisonment at hard labor.

Masaryk is a stateman of a different type.
He possesses few of the qualities usually
associated with successful politicians; he
is not a stirring orator nor a magnetic per-
sonality nor a clever manipulator of men.
One might describe him as a great intellect
energized by love of his country and a pas-
sion for justice. Two incidents of his earlier
public life illustrate what manner of man
is this great Bohemian. As a young univer-
sity teacher he denounced for forgeries two
celebrated manuscrips that had been treas-
ured by several generations of Bohemians
as precious monuments of the earliest lite-
rary activity of their race. He proved his
contention, but not till he had been attacked
for years as an iconoclast and almost a trai-
tor to his people. Again he incurred the ut-
most unpopularity, when he championed
the cause of a Jew, named Hilsner, whom
the courts convicted of ritual murder and
who was universally and fanatically held
guilty.

It is not to be wondered that a man who
chooses to fight against popular delusions
does not become the official leader of his
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nation. Masaryk who was chiefly a scholar
and teacher of young men took up parlia-
mentary work not from inclination, but as
a matter of duty. In the Vienna Reichsrat
he was the leader of a small group of Czech
deputies who called themselves originally
realists and later progressives. But although
the party gathered around him remained
always small, Masaryk himself with his
wonderful insight into the intricacies of
politics, his ability to shove aside the sub-
terfuges and uncover the heart of the ques-
tion, his merciless logic and the absolute in-
tegrity of his mind and character was the
one man to whom the deputies and the
whole Czech nation looked in a crisis.

What was at the bottom of Masaryk’s
mind, as he saw the European catastrophe
approaching, no one in this country can tell.
It is certain that he, not less clearly than
Kramar, realized the growing subordina-
tion of Austria to its stronger partner, real-
ized the German ambitions upon the Balkan
Slavs as a bridge between Germany and
Anatolia, realized the inevitableness of a
general European war. But Masaryk, whom
no one would call a dreamer, saw more
clearly than the brilliant leader of the
Young Czech party what his people were to
do, as the storm was gathering: fight the
ambitious German plans to use Austria as a
tool in the Balkans; oppose boldly Vienna
cabinets controlled by Berlin; vote in par-
liament against the so-called state necessi-
ties and above all against the army in-
crease; ignore the wishes of the emperor
and brave the anger of the archdukes and
the generals who made and unmade minis-
ters. Kramar hesitated to act resolutely lest
he should bring about a definite break be-
tween the dynasty and the Czech nation.
Masaryk was not halted by this fear. He
dared to say with Palacky: “We were here
before Austria, we shall be here after it is
gone.”

In the strenuous years since the annexa-
tion of Bosnia in 1908, years occupied by
warfare against the dishonest, bullying
“high politics” of Vienna and Budapest and

- by constant endeavor at home to arouse the

Czech people to unite their ranks and for-
get their differences in view of the probable
cataclysm, Masaryk’s most significant ac-
complishment was his exposure of the
forged documents by means of which fifty
Serbo-Croats were convicted in Zagreb
(Agram) of plotting high treason against
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done in the land ruled by bayonets and ma-
chine guns. Masaryk, a man sixty-five years
old, fled from the accursed Austria never to
return to it. He knew he could come back
to his native land only when it was free.

His plans are revealed in the document
he gave out to the world in the fall of 1915.
The future Bohemian state will look upon
this document with the same reverence
which Americans accord to their Declara-
tion of Independence. In it he says: “All
Bohemian political parties have up to this
time been fighting for a qualified independ-
ence within the limits of Austria-Hungary.
But the occurrence of this terrible war and
the reckless violence of Vienna constrain
us to claim independence without regard to
Austria-Hungary. We ask for an independ-
ent Bohemian-Slovak State.”

It was a full year before he took this mo-
mentous action which will forever remain
one of the landmarks in the history of Bo-
hemia. There was much preparatory work
that had to be done first. He needed assist-
ants and he needed money. Great man
though he is, the task before him could not
be carried out by one man alone. He found
Czech exiles in Switzerland ; he established
relations with emigrants in Paris and Lon-
don and Russia. He told them that the hour
had come to strike a blow for free Bohe-
mia. Let those that are physically able en-
list in the Allied armies and thus fight for
their native land; let others collect money
and care for the families of volunteers and
. let others still assist him in his work of mak-
ing Europe hear the cry of enslaved Bo-
hemia.

His call reached across the ocean. Nearly
ten per cent of the Czech people live in the
United States. The war roused them from
their absorption in earning a livelihood, it
swept away their bickerings and petty dis-
putes and inspired them to render some sig-
nal service to their unfortunate native land
and to their enslaved, perishing brethren.
On the very day when Austrian cannon
were first fired against Serbia, Bohemians
in Chicago organized a relief fund which in
a few months collected nearly $20,000. But
it was soon evident that it would be useless
to send this money to Bohemia, for the Aus-
trian Government would appropriate it for
their Red Cross and save its own money.
As a matter of fact most of these relief
funds have been since applied for the ben-

Google

REVIEW

efit of Czech prisoners of war in Russia and
Serbia.

Bohemians in the United States realized
that the fate of their people was in the bal-
ance. Sympathizing absolutely with the
cause of the Allies they held no doubt that
in the end it would be victorious. But what
would even Allied victory avail the Czechs
should they alone of all the Slavs be left
under the Hapsburgs having the Germans
and Magyars for their partners? So the
emigrants in America felt that something
must be done by them. They organized the
Bohemian National Alliance, collected some
money, renounced forever Francis Joseph
and all his works, protested against the
German campaign in the United States for
an embargo, but all the time they felt the
insignificance of their efforts. With great
joy they accepted the definite task which
Masaryk assigned to the Bohemian speak-
ing people of America, namely to furnish
the money for the prosecution of his mission
in the Allied capitals to gain them for Bo-
hemian indepedence.

One man against the Hapsburg Empire.
For Masaryk’s plan for the liberation of
Bohemia involved the total disruption of
that “mosaic of nations’” which had occu-
pied the central place on the maps of
Europe for four hundred years in substan-
tially its present form. Long before the
German Empire arose, when Italy was but a
geographical expression, when few people
knew ought of Muscovy, the Austrian, Bo-
hemian and Hungarian lands composed a
powerful realm in the heart of Europe un-
der the sceptre of the Hapsburgs. It had
existed so long that age alone seemed to
justify its existence, and statesmen could
not conceive of a map of Europe without
this ancient monarchy. In fact in the earlier
days of the war English and French politic-
al writers seeking for means to do away
permanently with the menace of Prussian
militarism generally suggested the enlarge-
ment of Austria by the inclusion within its
boundary of Catholic South Germany in the
vain hope of restoring the ancient rivalry
of Hapsburgs and Hohenzollerns and re-
ducing in that fashion modern Germany to
impotence.

Masaryk had to convince the statesmen
and the people of the Allied Powers that
this archaic solution of their great problem
was quite impracticable.
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Just as Napoleon III. built false hopes on
the separation of the South German Federa-
tion from the North German Bund, so would
the Allies deceive themselvesif they counted
on a permanent division of a Prussian Ger-
many and an Austrian Germany, especially
if the Teuton minority in the latter country
were turned into a majority. The way to
make Germany powerless to disturb the
peace in the future, argued Masaryk, is to
take away from it its control over fifty mil-
lion Hapsburg subjects. Germany that
would not command the resources of the
Dual Empire in men, war supplies and food-
stuffs, Germany that would have potential
enemies instead of a willing vassal on her
southeastern flank, would not be strong
enough to upset the arrangements which
the Allies expect to establish at the close of
the war. Such was the argument Masaryk
addressed to the selfinterest of the Powers
grouped against the Teutons. But even
more powerful was Masaryk’s appeal to the
sense of justice of the men that professed to
fight for the rights of small nations. To
leave Bohemia under the Hapsburgs would
mean turning them over to the tender mer-
cies of their ancient oppressors made sav-
age because of the substantial assistance
furnished by the Czechs to the Allies dur-
ing the war. And here Masaryk could point
to Austrian defeats in Serbia and Galicia

which were due in great measure to the un-
reliability of the Czecho-Slovak soldiers, he

pointed to the absence of any expressions
of loyalty on the part of the Czech people at
home, to the many Czech volunteers in
every Allied army, above all to the Czecho-
Slovak regiments in the Russian army, made
up of prisoners of war who were eager to
avenge the wrongs of their country by fight-
ing on the side of their brother-Slavs.
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Such were Masaryk’s weapons with
which he set about the liberation of his na-
tive land. The hopes, fears, anxieties, dig-
appointments, successes of the two years
1915 and 1916 he will perhaps describe to
us some day, when his work is finished and
his country will be able to spare him. In a
general way it can be said that he lectured
in universities, talked to statesmen, gave in-
terviews to journalists, wrote to the reviews,
established a French periodical in the in-
terests of his country, enlisted gifted writers
and generous friends of freedom in the
cause of Bohemia. In two years’ time he
persuaded Europe that it could exist with-
out the old Austria and that the Czechs and
Slovaks should be set free. He did all that
with the help of a few faithful fellow-exiles
and a few thousand American dollars.

Masaryk’s work is not done. No one who
knows him doubts that far from all
thoughts of rest he aims to double his ac-
tivities. He toils day and night, and when
he retires sleep does not come to him. The
burden of his great work, constant thoughts
of wife and children persecuted by revenge-
ful officials, anxieties over countless details
tax the great strength of this patriot who
judged by years alone is an old man. He
has one daughter with him now to bear him
company and look to his personal wants.
A little remark made in a confidential mood
to a friend illuminates like a flash of light
the heavy soul of this man of burdens: “I
did not sleep three nights since I left Bohe-
mia two years ago.”

Not until the Czecho-Slovak people is as-
tually set free by the future peace confer-
ence will Professor Masaryk rest from his
labors, and even then he will get little rest,
for his country will need him. But the first
part of his work has been done, when the
Allies promised freedom to Bohemia.

L

Dismemberment of Austria.

The note of the Allies communicating the
terms on which they are willing to make
peace has been received in America on the
whole very favorably. Many voices wel-
comed it as a second proclamation of eman-
cipation announcing the coming of freedom
to the submerged small nations of Europe.
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President Wilson’s move in the interests of
peace, looked upon at first as bound to re-
sult to the advantage of the Central Pow-
ers, has actually strengthened the sympa-
thies of the neutrals for the Allied cause.
The Teutons made an evasive answer, while
the Allies announced freely their program
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which, radical though it be, finds approval
in the eyes of all freedom-loving citizens of
the country of liberty.

It was, however, inevitable that newspa-
pers sympathizing with the Germans would
twist certain demands of the Allies into un-
just, wicked designs of rapacious would-be
conquerors. In particular the intention of
the Allies to liberate Italians, Slavs, Ru-
manians and Czecho-Slovaks from foreign
domination has been emphasized by friends
of Germany in this country as a proof that
the enemies of Germany want to commit
the great crime of dismembering a nation.

It is true that the liberation of the races
just enumerated implies the dismember-
ment of Austria. Nothing would be left of
the present empire of the Hapsburgs, num-
bering over fifty million subjects, except
eight or nine million Germans and about

the same number of Magyars, and these two

fragments would be separated and would
no longer form even a dualistic state. But
when people talk about the dismemberment
of Austria-Hungary as if it were a crime,
they either totally misunderstand or wil-
fully refuse to understand the nature and
composition of the queer monarchy on the
Danube. For Austria is not a nation, like
the other great powers of Europe, it is not
a living organism that could be dismem-
bered ; it is a handful of provinces and races

acquired by the Hapsburgs through lucky
marriages and more or less clever diplom- .

acy, held together only ‘through common
subjection to one family enforced by a great
army. When Poland was partitioned nearly
150 years ago by Austria, Russia and Prus-
sia, that was indeed a crime, for a living na-
tion was cut into three pieces; the civilized
world now asks unanimously that Poland
be reunited and only the Teuton powers ob-
ject. If the Allies proposed to make the dis-
memberment of Germany one of the condi-
tions of peace, the neutrals would be justi-
fied in protesting against the idea as un-
natural and pregnant with menace for the
future. But the disappearance of Austria
from the family of nations is in reality nec-
essary if Europe is to enjoy permanent
peace.

Fifteen years ago a writer in “The
World’s Work” described conditions in
Austria-Hungary as follows:

“The fundamental fact of the realm of
the Hapsburgs is that its development has
been one long exception to the ordinary
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rules of national growth. The races that
compose it never fused as the Celts and
Gallo-Romans, Franks and Iberians have
fused in France, as nearly every nationality
under the sun is fusing in the United States
today. No dominant type has arisen to
master its weaker neighbors and weld them
into a homogeneous nation. Indeed, as the
late Professor Freeman used to insist with
lofty impatience and somewhat rasping
iteration, the word ‘“nation” has no appli-
cation to Austria, and very little to Hun-
gary. To talk of either state so as to give
the impression that it can act or think as a
unit, is, to use his own shattering conclu-
sion, to talk nonsense. It is this variegated
contradictoriness of Austria-Hungary that
makes up its fascination for the political
student. There is hardly a problem of those
that are common to all modern countries
with which it is not faced, and in addition
it is an inexhaustible problem itself — a
paradox, a mosaic without obvious cement,
a Tower of Babel erected into a system of
government, everything, in short, that is
abnormal, unreasonable and impossible.
The nationalities that inhabit it have owned
a common sceptre and jostled side by side
for centuries in an area smaller than Texas,
and yet never mingled. Each race has lived
its own life, made its own history, produced
its own literature, preserved, and, of course,
tried to extend, its own nationality.

‘“Austria today is what Metternich with
less truth called Italy, little more than a
geographical expression. Three bonds, to
be touched on later, do indeed unite its dis-
cordant nationalities; but for the too hasty
observer the country might well seem in the
last stages of decomposition. There is noth-
ing really Austrian in Austria — no Aus-
trian interests, no Austrian language, or
literature, or patriotism, no Austrian no-
bility, no Austrian standard of civilization,
nothing except the Emperor, and the army,
and the cockpit of Reichsrat that the races
share in common.”

The foundations for the present Austrian
empire were laid in 1526, when Ferdinand,
to whom his elder brother Charles conveyed
the Hapsburg dominions on the Danube and
in the Alps, secured his election to the
thrones of Bohemia and Hungary made va-
cant by the death of his brother-in-law
Louis. Austria-Hungary of today contains
in addition to these three elements only the
Polish-Ruthenian provinces of Galicia and
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yars. The dynasty could have justified and
made possible the continued existence of
this collection of nations and fragments of
nations only if it had allowed each race full
opportunity for self-development and wid-
est possible measure of autonomy. But the
dynasty was German. Up to 1866 its ambi-
tion was to be the head of the entire Ger-
man nation, of which the Hapsburg terri-
tories were to form an integral part. When
the Prussian kings supplanted the rulers of
Austria in the leadership of Germany,
Francis Joseph hesitated for a while and
was on the verge of making his empire a
federal structure with equal rights for all
races, but instead of that he put into effect
a compromise by means of which he paci-
fied the Magyars and sacrificed all the rest.
He divided his empire into two parts. In
the Austrian halif of it the German minority
was made the ruling race, while the Hunga-
rian half with its Slav and Ruman majority,
was turned over to the Magyars.

A few figures will show the galling in-
justice of this arrangement. But before
Austrian official statistics are cited, it is
necessary to mention that they are noto-
riously biased in favor of the two ruling
races. In 1910 the racial figures for the
Austrian half of the monarchy were as fol-
lows:

Germans ............... 9,950,266
Bohemians ............. 6,435.983
Poles .......coovviunnn. 4,967,984
Little Russians .......... 3,608,844
Slovenians ............. 1,252,940
Serbo-Croatians ......... 783,334
Ttalians ................ 768,422
Roumanians ............ 276,115

The German population, which numbers
only 35.58 per cent, has a majority in par-
liament and treats the Slavs, who number
more than 60 per cent, as “minderwertig”,
inferior people.

In Hungary the Slavs and the Rouma-
nians fared even worse, for the Magyars, an
Asiatic race, proceeded ruthlessly to make
the word Magyar and Hungarian synony-
mous. Everything non-Magyar was treason
against the Hungarian state, and races that
lived in Hungary, when the Magyars were
still an unknown tribe wandering on the
steppes of Central Asia, were condemned to
extinction. This barbarous policy did bring
results, for in 1910 the Magyars, according
to their statistics, for the first time formed
a bare majority of the people of Hungary.
The figures for 1910 are as follows
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Magyars ............... 10,050,675
Roumanians ............ 2,949,027
Germans .............. 2,037,435
Slovaks .......cco0venn 1,967,970
Croatians .............. 1,833,167
Serbians ............... 1,106,471

Little Russians ..........

The policy of oppression pursued by the
two ruling races of the dual empire made
the collapse of the whole crazy structure of
the Hapsburg monarchy inevitable sooner
or later. For years, as Francis Joseph was
growing old, speculation was rife about the
fate of Austria after his death. As it is,
Francis Joseph preceded his empire into the
tomb by only a year or so. When he de-
clared war on Serbia, he signed the death
warrant of the greatness of the Hapsburg
dynasty.

Today not a single one of the eleven races
subject to Emperor Charles desires the con-
tinuation of Austria-Hungary. Poles expect
the restoration of Poland; Little Russians
want to join twenty-five million of their
kinsmen in Russia; Roumanians hope to
form a part of greater Roumania; Croa-
tians, Slovenians and Serbians plan the
union of their race with Serbia and Monte-
negro in a great Yugoslav kingdom. Ital-
ians of Austria will naturally be joined to
Italy. Bohemians and Slovaks want inde-
pendence in a common Czechoslovak state.
Magyars care for only one thing, to main-
tain their tyranny over all Hungary, while
the Germans want the closest union with or
even annexation to imperial Germany. The
only Austrian left is the emperor. Dismem-
berment of Austria will hurt Emperor
Charles in pride and pocket, but it will be
welcomed by the overwhelming majority of
the people of the empire.

During the nineteenth century the Turk
was the sick man of Europe. Today that ig-
noble réle is played by Austria. The sooner
it is partitioned in accordance with the leg-
itimate aspirations of its races, the better
for the peace of the world.

The Bohemian National Alliance, 3639 West 26th
St., Chicago, has published several pamphlets dealing
with Bohemian and Austrian questions and present-
ing several distinct phases of the large problem of
reconstruction of Europe. These pamphlets will be
sent free on application.

If you are in sympathy with our aims, send us
your subscription or help our publication fund.
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Why Germany Wants Peace N ow.

The German Chancellor, at the height of
his arrogance, appealed to the war-map of
Europe as a proof of Germany’s triumph,
and it is the war-map of Europe which pro-
vides by far the most effective answer to his
master’s no less arrogant appeal for peace.
The motives which underlie the German
overtures are threefold. The increasing ex-
haustion of Austria-Hungary and Turkey,
the menace of almost irreparable financial
ruin and the prospect of genuine famine in
the near future — famine such as must in-
evitably continue for many months, even
after the conclusion of a tolerable peace—
may at any moment reduce Germany’s two
foremost Allies to desperation; and though
there is no intention of breaking away from
the alliance, and though Germany’s mili-
tary control of her partners is more effective
than ever, the consequences of the latter’s
exhaustion are equally incalculable and dis-
quieting. Moreover, Germany is well aware
that any serious prolongation of the war
will strain to the breaking-point the eco-
nomic and financial resources of her own
people and lead to the gravest social con-
sequences. But, above all, Germany is de-
sirous of peace because, while she realizes
that she has definitely failed in her sea-
aims, she has succeeded in her land-aims to
a degree which seems to offer her ample
compensation in Europe for her losses in
Africa. It is true that she failed to occupy
Paris or Petrograd, but—to use Mr. Hen-
derson’s telling phrase—if she has failed to
conquer her enemies, she has, at any rate,
conquered her Allies. Today the whole
world is aware that Germany alone stands
between her Allies and ruin, that first Aus-
tria, then Turkey, then Hungary, and then
Bulgaria, would have collapsed but for her
effective military aid at an acute crisis, and
that in each case her success has been made
the pretext for concentrating the real di-
rection of military operations in her own
hands. Archdukes and Feldzeugmeisters

may retain their ornamental positions, but -

the real “drive” comes from the German
generals behind them. German instructors
are everywhere; German drill and German
methods are enforced in Budapest and
Prague, in Agram and Sofia, in Constanti-
nople and Damascus. German non-commis-

*Reprinted from New Europe, London, Jan. 11.
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sioned officers are lent to Austria and Bul-
garia; German troops are sent to stiffen,
and, if necessary, to fire upon, unreliable
non-German regiments. Even the commis-
sariat is more and more in German hands,
and German officers and German agents are
everywhere in the Dual Monarchy and the
Balkans.

Germany’s economic control is scarcely
less effective than her military predom- -
inance. Vienna and Budapest have long
been financially at the mercy of Berlin, and
the longer the war lasts the more complete
will their economic thraldom become. Sofia
receives at stated intervals the doles which
alone enable her to continue fighting, and
these are withheld whenever she shows
signs of being refractory. Of Constantino-
ple it is unnecessary to speak, since utter
bankruptcy and liquidation are inevitable in
Turkey, whatever may be the issue of the
war. :

Germany herself, as a compact State of
nearly 70,000,000 inhabitants — organized,
and organized, above all, for war, as no
State has ever been in the history of the
world—is already sufficiently formidable.
But we find her also in effective control of
the 52,000,000 inhabitants of Austria-Hun-
gary and the 20,000,000 of Turkey, and the
war has added to these the intermediate
populations of the Balkan peninsula. Geo-
graphically, Germany and her satellites
form a single unit, and the essence of the
Pangerman plan is to weld it into a political
and economic whole. The realization of
“Central Europe”, as a federation of States
under the Prussian hegemony—not falling,
it may be, under any known category of
States, but none the less effective for the
business of this world—would not immedi-
ately supply the Germans with an equiva-
lent for the loss of their overseas trade and
of the possibilities of colonial expansion.
But it would provide an incentive for the
future, and a field for operations on a vast
scale. The whole of the Danubian and Bal-
kan countries, with the vast undeveloped
riches of Asia Minor and Mesopotamia,
would become Germany’s economic sphere
of influence, and indeed, a virtual German
monopoly; while Germany would be free
to resume undisturbed, at the expense of
the Slavonic and other non-German races
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of the central and southeast European zone,
that policy of colonization and Germaniza-
tion which was one of the main features of
her medi=val history.

During the last two years the design of
Berlin-Bagdad has materialized under our
very eyes. Its weak spot was Serbia, who,
when war broke out, gallantly held the
breach alone. The supineness of the Entente
and the successive blunders of its political
and military leaders muddled the attack
upon the naval base of Cattaro, lost us the
Danube front, with its infinite possibilities
of striking at the vitals of the Central Pow-
ers, made a present to Austria of the strate-
gic point of Mt. Lovcen, produced chaos in
Greece and failed to save Roumania from
disaster. The narrow and precarious corri-
dor of a year ago has become the broad
route of today, with several alternative rail-
way lines and waterways. But for us the
problem remains what it was from the be-
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ginning, save that it has become more diffi-
cult, and that the very success of our efforts
in other directions makes Germany exert
herself all the more in the Southeast. Ger-
many’s land connection with the East must
be cut, the Turks must be ejected from Eu-
rope, the 35,000,000 Slavs and Latins whom
Germany is ruthlessly exploiting in a quar-
rel which is not theirs, must be set free to
live their own lives without foreign interfer-
ence. It is only by their emancipation that
the Drang nach Osten can be effectually
checked and the menace to European peace
which comes from unsatisfied national feel-
ing, allayed. The alternative is the rise of
a continental power far more formidable
than that of Napoleon, and threatening the
very existence of the British Empire by its
access to the frontiers of Egypt and of In-
dia, under changed conditions of naval war-
fare which every year may render more un-
favorable to Britain.

St b

How Austria Recruits Her Armies.

By Vojta Benes.

There has been a large number of recruit-
ing drafts; during the first year of war I
saw nine. The manhood of Bohemia was
so exhausted that in the villages there were
no men left with the exception of priests,
old men and cripples. If the ordinary per-
centage of young men recruited in times of
peace was 25, the second draft passed as fit
from 50 to 60 per cent of those who had
been rejected by the ordinary draft, and
the third draft caught 80 per cent of the
leavings of the former inspections. That
means that out of each one hundred men
between the ages of 18 and 50 at least 92
were in the army. The last draft gathered
in veritable physical wrecks. Medical in-
spectors were Magyars, because Bohemian
physicians were not strict enough, and even
the Magyar doctors were switciied daily
from place to place to avoid all possibility
of bribery. But that was an unnecessary
precaution. The Magyar physicians acted
in a truly Asiatic fashion and passed every
one with soul in his body. Only the mani-

Translated from his book: *“How our Homeland lives and
suffers under the blows of war.”
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fest cripples were excused, while many peo-
ple with serious internal disorders were pro-
nounced fit for service. These had still the
hope that they might be rejected upon
reaching their regiment, but few had so
much luck. In the early days of the “Mag-
yar” drafts Bohemian deputies registered a
complaint in Vienna against the excessive
severity of the draft, which seemed to aim
at the extinction of the Czech nation. For
a few days following the complaint the
recruiting was more reasonable, but after
that severe methods were again followed.

The rule was established that every one,
presenting himself to the recruiting officers,
shall be pronounced “tauglich”, if either
member of the commission, whether the
medical officer or the line officer, shall con-
sider him fit for military service. Only those
escaped whom both members of the com-
mission rejected, and such lucky fellows
were very few.

During the war many soldiers were sent
home as quite unable to perform military
service and received the so-called ‘“Ab-
schied”, releasing them from all ties to the
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army. All of these men were again called
for service in September, 1915, and only
those who were seriously sick or had been
maimed in the war were sent home. But not
all. I saw myself a case, where a young
fellow who had been first wounded in the
leg and then lost three fingers of the right
hand and had only the thumb and index
finger left, was first sent home and received
a pension of 22 crowns a month, and then a
few months later was ordered back into
uniform. Soldiers withotit number went in-
sane at the front, thousands came back crip-
pled with rheumatism or broken-down
nerves, thousands of poor beings lacking
hands or feet crawl now along the streets.
An army of cripples. The military schools
for invalids have a gigantic task ahead of
them.

Our people were thunderstruck by the
imperial order commanding the enlistment
of men up to the age of 61. Bohemians
looked upon it as a deliberate attempt of
the Vienna and Berlin rulers to slaughter
the Austrian Slavs. As it was impossible to
protest in parliament, which had not been
called together during the war, Bohemian
deputies attempted to protest in print
against the drafting of elderly men, but
declarations signed by the Bohemian Club
and by the Socialist Club, comprising to-
gether all the Czech deputies, were confis-
cated and never saw the light of day. The
irony of it was that the government in its
proclamations cynically assumed that these
elderly men would joyfully sacrifice their
lives in company with their sons in the de-
fense of the Austrian “fatherland” . . .

The new recruits must report upon a cer-
tain day, according to the year of their
birth, and are at once sent to Hungary or
Saltzburg. Bohemia, on the other hand, is
filled with Rumanian, Magyar and German
recruits. They are very bold in their con-
tact with the public, conscious of their priv-
ileged position in the empire. In Pilsen
soldiers of a Magyar regiment treated wom-
en and all civilists with indecency and vio-
lence in full daylight. In Stara Boleslav, Dr.
Saroch, mayor of the city, greatly esteemed
in the whole district, was brutally beaten
by soldiers of the local garrison, when he
reproved them for their violence. In Hun-
gary the contrary is true. In Szegedin our
soldiers had to suffer insults from the civil
population and were virtually decimated by
the terribly insanitary state of the barracks.
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Several thousands of Bohemian conscripts
were here packed into dirty, delapidated
barracks, their sleeping quarters were
filthy and infested with vermin, and two
hand pumps in the square furnished all the
facilities for the ablutions of thousands.
The toilets were in an unspeakable condi-
tion. The result was an epidemic of typhus
and cholera. A young friend of mine, not
quite eighteen years old, touched with tu-
berculosis, dared to complain that he was
sick. For that he was chained to the wall
and left in chains until he fainted.

The stories we heard were hard to be-
lieve, but occasionally some desperately
sick man came back and verified the ru-.
mors. Once I received a postal card from a
friend who was in Szegedin as a so-called
one-year volunteer. He wrote “It is not
true that our life in Szegedin is hell, that
typhus and cholera rage here. It is not true
to say that when a Czech soldier goes by the
people here raise their hands to imitate the
sign of surrender and that we are insulted.
There are no trenches and wire entangle-
ments in this neighborhood. And it is not
true, as the rumor says, that 15,000 Rouma-
nians fled from this region into Roumania.
We are having a fine time, lots of fun and
think of you often.” Why did my friend
write “it is not true”’? I never said or wrote
to him anything of that sort. It was the only
way he could inform me that the things he
denied were facts.

Terrible are the straits amid which our
nation lives. The military rulers of the state
send our people to the slaughter, and the
percentage of killed among our country-
men will be much higher than among the
Germans and Magyars. And yet we are not
discouraged. We shall not perish, neither
shall our children.

I stood in July, 1915, in the square of our
town, when from the direction of Prague
we heard the military trumpet. In a few
minutes we saw marching through the
town the first companies of a regiment re-
cruited from Magyars and Rumanians of
Transylvania. They were men advanced in
age, forty years and over, emaciated, fee-
ble, with a dumb expression in their faces
— and I do not say that by way of ridicule.
Like loaded camels they carried their heavy
war equipment, dragged their feet in a tired
way, and their appearance made us feel as
if all humanity had been beaten out of
them. What a testimonial they presented to
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the degree of enthusiasm and understand-
ing with which the races of the empire
fight in its desperate military adventure.
And then we heard a Bohemian song and
it poured a new life into us. The last com-
panies of the regiment were made up of
Bohemian boys, marching in the heat of
July with full equipment to the training
camp at Mlada. What a different appear-
ance! There were younger men and older
men among them, some fathers of families
with bearded faces, but all with an intelli-
gent determined look. They accepted their
bitter fate with a song. It was as if a soft

hand had stroked our cneeks. Tears ran
from our eyes and through them we, the on-
lookers, smiled at each other, as if to say
that our nation after all has in it eternal
life and energy. It can bear and survive
whatever heavy burden the fate may deal
out.

Our hope and confidence was strength-
ened that the Czech people would emerge
even from this terrible catastrophe un-
scathed and would have a part in the true
brotherhood and more human civilization of
future ages.

o o8 08

Czernin and Clam-Martinic.

The murder of Count Stuergh, prime min-
ister of Austria, hastened the death of
Prince Thun, former premier and twice gov-
ernor of the Kingdom of Bohemia. The
death notices spoke of Thun as the last
Austrian, and the term really was not much
of an exaggeration. For Thun himself had
been fully aware that men of his type, de-
voted to the Austrian monarchy, as em-
bodied in the Hapsburg dynasty, were al-
most extinct. A year ago the story was cur-
rent of a conversation which is said to have
taken place between Prince Thun and
Count Coudenhove upon the occasion of the
assumption by the latter man of the govern-
orship of Bohemia. Coudenhove inquired of
the retiring governor ‘“Tell me, how much
is there in this talk of the revolutionary sen-
timents of the Czechs?” Thun answered,
“Yes, it is true that the Czechs want to get
away from Austria, but then the Germans
aim to attach themselves to Berlin.” “Does
then no one remain faithful to Vienna,”
asked the count. “Only you and 17, replied
sadly the faithful old servant of Francis
Joseph.

If it be not literally true that Prince Thun
was the last Austrian, he was at least the
last Austrian statesman of ability and ex-
perience. He had courage to fight for Aus-
trian, that is Hapsburg interests, when ev-
ery one else in Vienna took orders from
Berlin. He came forward as a witness in
behalf of the Czech leader, Dr. Karel Kra-
mar, to testify that documents seized among
Kramar’s effects and produced by the gov-
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ernment as evidence of seditious designs
had their original wording altered. Thun
was opposed to the reckless, wholesale
death sentences pronounced daily by the
military courts sitting in Bohemia, and ad-
vocated a policy of conciliation toward the
Czech people; but the only result of his sin-
cere endeavors to save Austria was his own
removal from office in 1915. He died a few
weeks before his sovereign and personal
friend, Francis Joseph.

The new emperor, after casting around
for a while for suitable servants, finally se-
lected for the head of his Austrian ministry,
and for the Austro-Hungarian minister of
foreign affairs two members of the high Bo-
hemian nobility. Count Henry Czernin of
Chudenic, former minister at Bucharest,
was entrusted with the conduct of such dip-
lomatic business, as Germany would permit
its weaker partner to handle, while Count
Richard Clam-Martinic was given the diffi-
cult task of governing the Austrian half of
the dual monarchy. These appointments
aroused many speculations as to the inten-
tions of Emperor Charles, and the fact that
the new ministers had Bohemian names was
taken as a sign that the policy of oppres-
sion, applied to the Czechs under the old
monarch, would be reversed under Charles.
But the deduction was far fetched ; Czernin
and Martinic are Bohemian in name only
and have neither desire nor orders to make
concessions to Bohemia.

The two names, to be sure, are well
known in Bohemian history. The Czernins
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occupied chief offices of the Bohemian state
in the old days, but after the unsuccessful
rebellion of 1618 were rewarded for their
faithfulness to the dynasty by grants of con-
fiscated estates and mixed their pure Bo-
hemian blood with the upstart nobility of
military adventurers settled in Bohemia by
Ferdinand II. They remained Bohemian
noblemen in that their large landed estates
were located in Bohemia and they could
trace their descent to Czech ancestors, but
for generations they thought and acted as
Germans. The Martinic family is even bet-
ter known in the records of the Bohemian
Kingdom. One of the forbears of this an-
cient family had a leading role in the so-
called defenestration of Prague; Jaroslav
Borita of Martinic and William Slavata, two
of the emperor’s lieutenants for Bohemia,
with a clerk were thrown out of the high
window of the castle of Prague by the in-
furiated members of the estates of Bohe-
mia, and the act is held to be the starting

point of the thirty years’ war, as well as the
opening of the Bohemian rebellion, which
was suppressed two years later at the battle
of White Mountain. There is another Mar-
tinic of recent days who played a much
more patriotic réle from the Bohemian point
of view, Count Henry Martinic, an associate
of F. L. Rieger, the great Czech leader of
the sixties and seventies; he backed the
commoner with all the prestige and influ-
ence of a powerful noble family, leading a
number of other Bohemian aristocrats in
the fight for the recognition of the histori-
cal rights of the Bohemian Kingdom and
the achievement of such self-government
for Bohemia as was granted to Hungary.

The new minister, whose first name is
also Henry, has nothing in common with his
uncle, the Bohemian patriot, except the
name and the enjoyment of the entailed
Martinic family possessions. Count Martinic
put himself in line for the premiership by
his attempt to get a condemnation of Czech
national ambitions from the so-called con-
servative nobility of Bohemia. At a meet-
ing of the political committee of this body,
held in fall of 1916, he proposed a resolu-
tion in which it was said: “With deep sor-
row we had to take notice of the fact that in
this war in which our common fatherland
(namely Austria) has to fight for its very
existence, the long continued, underground
work aimed against the state and carried on
by damnable elements had its effect in cool-
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ing the holy sentiments of civic duty and
military honor in the hearts of the Czech
race. Every one knows of it, all speak of it,
and enemies of the Czech people strongly
emphasize the fact that army formations
recruited in Czech districts, contrary to the
glorious traditions of the old, glory be-
decked Bohemian regiments, failed in the
field. And in foreign countries also crim-
inal agitation bore fruit, for certain Bohe-
mian publications, especially in the first
months of the war, did not come up to the
standard which a patriot has the right to
expect from those who interpret the public
opinion at home.” The resolution went on
to say that a certain improvement had taken
place since. But the conservative Bohemian
nobility declared the resolution unnecessary
and rejected it.

In addition to the two “Bohemian’ min-
isters one ought to mention a third figure
with great influence upon the young empe-
ror, Count Berchtold. He is the man who
was foreign minister in 1914 and signed the
declaration of war upon Serbia. He has
just been named master of ceremonies of
the Imperial Court and as such is the em-
peroror’s closest confidant. Berchtold also
might be called a Bohemian nobleman, for
his landed estates are located in Moravia
in the midst of Czech population.

The three counts, Czernin, Clam-Martinic
and Berchtold, will try to carry out the po-
litical plans of the assassinated Francis Fer-
dinand. They had been his personal friends,
and that alone defines their designs. These
will be apparently aimed against the dom-
ination of the Magyars in the Hapsburg
realm, but in reality will be addressed prin-
cipally against the Slavs. It has been an-
nounced by cablegrams from Vienna that
Clam-Martinic will now take up the ques-
tion of redistricting Bohemia. What that
really means is the fulfillment of an old de-
mand of the Germans that districts in Bohe-
mia in which the census found the majority
of the people using the German language—
and the Austrian census is very partial to
Germans—should be cut off from the rest
of Bohemia and treated as a purely Ger-
man province. The result would be the
abandonment of the Czech minorities in the
north and northwest of Bohemia to forcible
germanization. The second part of the pro-
gram of the new Austrian premier, as brief-
ly announced in America, is the introduc-
tion of German as the language of the state.
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This can only mean that Bohemian and
other Slav languages, with the exception of
Polish, will be eliminated altogether from
the sphere of public affairs, and that Aus-
trian subjects of every race will be com-
pelled to learn the German language as the
only medium of communication with public
authorities and all public service. That also
has been for years the principal demand of
the Germans of Austria and it means the ab-
solute defeat of all the struggles of the
Czech political leaders since the days of
1848.

But the policy of Germanization will not
save Austria. The outcome of the war may
still be in the distance, but this much is cer-
tain that Germans will not be allowed to
swallow the Slavs of Austria. Over there in
the old home all the Bohemian political par-
ties into which the parliamentary delega-

tion had formerly been broken up have
formed one solid body of 108 deputies and
preserve an attitude of cold aloofness to
threats and blandishments on the part of
Vienna. Beyond the line of German trench-
es Czech soldiers fight on the side of the
Allies and Czech leaders appeal to the
world for justice. A Bohemian, familiar
with this history of his native country, is re-
minded again and again of the year 1618 by
the spectacle of a Martinic, tool of the
Hapsburg emperor for the oppression of
Bohemia. When Martinic was last at the
head of affairs in Bohemia, the country lost
its freedom. Now Martinic is again in the
seat of power and the cycle of three hun-
dred years is coming to a close. With it the
days of subjection of the Czech race will
pass away.
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WHY THE BOHEMIAN REVIEW?

It is customary for the publishers of a new peri-
odical to state the reasons for their belief that they
have a mission to perform or some useful purpose to
gserve. And so we are ready to account here for the
existence of the Bohemian Review.

If times were ordinary, we would simply point to
the census figures of 1910, giving the number of
Bohemians and their children then living in the
United States. It appears that seven years ago
there resided in this country 228,130 men and
women of the Bohemian or Czech race born in
Europe; on the other hand the number of men,
women and children born in this country of Bohe-
mian parents was 310,664. Now, if two hundred
some thousand people can support more than eighty
periodicals in the Bohemian language, why should
not three hundred thousand of their children, more
used to the English language, establish and sup-
port just one organ devoted to their interests as
Americans of Czech descent, men and women hav-
ing an affection for the country they had never
seen, but in which generations upon generations of
their ancestors had lived and suffered?

To that reason for the creation of a journal deal-
ing with Bohemian questions in the English language
the war has added a reason still more cogent. The
war will decide whether Bohemia shall flourish or
perish, whether the Czech tongue will continue to
enrich the literatures of the world, or become one
of the dead languages, whether the Czech people
will again become one of the nations of the earth or
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be swallowed by German Kultur. No one who has
Bohemian blood in his veins can be indifferent to
these issues. And men in America of Bohemian birth
or descent who cannot take a direct part in the mo-
mentous struggle want to help the land of their
fathers by calling attention at least to its ery for
liberty.

America needs to have its eyes directed to the
country of Hus and Comenius. For America is so
big, so self-sufficing, so sure of its “manifest des-
tiny” and the special favor of Providence that it
cares little for the small nations of Europe and
knows of Bohemia, a highly cultured country in the
heart of Europe with ten million Czechs and Slo-
vaks, little more than of some tribe of pigmies in
the darkest Africa. But America is also a land of
noble principles and much idealism. The cry for
help of the Cubans, of Armenians, of Poles, of Bel-
gians, has found ready response in the United States.
Bohemians know that the powerful influence of the
United States, the only great neutral country, will
be exerted in favor of the just demands of the Bo-
hemians for liberty, if only the people of the Union
will take at least as much interest in the fate of
Bohemia, as they do in the disposition of Poland.

Here is the chief aim of this modest publication
at this time: to tell the people of the United States
that “no lapse of time, no defeat of hopes, seems
sufficient to reconcile the Czechs of Bohemia to
incorporation with Austria”, as Woodrow Wilson
expressed it many years ago; that they demand in-
dependence, and that they possess in abundance the
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qualities which would make of Bohemia an important
member of the family of civilized nations. To earn
the sympathy and good will of America for the
struggles of Czechs and Slovaks toward freedom
will be the main purpose of the Bohemian Review.

BAZAARS FOR INDEPENDENT BOHEMIA

This winter will be remembered among the Czechs
in the United States as the season of big bazaars.
In almost every large city the Bohemians either held
their own bazaars, or participated in the Allied
Bazaars as one of the races ranged on the side of the
ten nations.

Of the more notable of these fairs, as far as they
occupied the attention of the Bohemians, one ought
to mention first the Allied Bazaar in Detroit, held

in November; the Czechoslovak booth attracted -

much favorable comment and contributed materially
to the financial success of the big fair. Bohemian
artists from Chicago took part in the program. About
the same time Bohemians in San Francisco, who
number only a few hundred, held their own bazaar
and made a net profit of three thousand dollars, a
really remarkable result, when compared to the size
of the colony that gave it.

From the financial point of view the greatest suc-
cess was the bazaar given by the Bohemians in New
York in the month of December. It netted $23,000
to the cause of Bohemian independence. When we
consider that the great Allied Bazaar in New York,
advertised by all the papers and patronized by the
whole city and its countless millionaires, resulted in
a profit of about half a million, the forty or fifty
thousand Czechs in New York with the co-operation
of a smaller number of Slovaks, among whom there
are no rich people, proved that they possessed am-
ple energy and generosity.

In January the two kindred races of Czechs and
Slovaks participated in the Chicago Allied Bazaar.
They were given two booths in the Coliseum and
sold seven thousand dollars worth of goods donated
by their own people. Through the Bohemian Na-
tional Alliance nearly ten thousand advance admis-
sion tickets were disposed of. On the last day of
the Bazaar, the Slav day, Bohemian artists furnished
the greater part of the musical and cabaret program.

Chicago Czechs have now in preparation a large
fair of their own, to be given on March 8 to 10.
They aim to exceed the high goal set for Chicago
by New York, a difficult undertaking, as each large
Bohemian settlement in Chicago has already had its
own fair and all helped to boost the Allied Bazaar.
The proceeds will be devoted to the cause of inde-
pendence of Bohemia.

SOKOL UNION OF AMERICA.

An important event in the life of the Bohemians
in America is the accomplishment of the long dis-
cussed union between the so-called blue Sokols and
the red Sokols. Both organizations have for many
years represented in the United States the principles
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embodied in the great Sokol (Falcon) movement
which had its beginning in Bohemia in the sixties
and has since spread into every Slav nation. The
principles, or rather the spirit of the Sokols, one
might sum up as patriotism, progress, energy, dis-
cipline, and the chief means by which these ideals
are sought to be realized is strict physical training
of the youth of both sexes. The Bohemian Sokols
have produced from their ranks some of the best
athletes of America.

In the old country nearly all the Sokol societies
were linked together in the Bohemian Sokol Union.
One of the first acts of the Austrian government
after the outbreak of the war was the dissolution of
the central organization and the gradual suppression
of the local societies, for the Sokol training made
itself felt on the battlefields, whereCzech soldiers
who were members of this great Slav fellowship de-
serted in groups to the Russians and the Serbians.
In America the Bohemian emigrants have had Sokol

" organizations almost as long as their brothers in the

old fatherland; these were gathered into several
national bodies. The strengest of them, the National
Sokol Union, adopted the blue uniform for their
members, while another strong body, known as the
Zupa Fuegner Tyrs, adhered to the red uniforms as
used in Bohemia. The Sokols have proved them-
selves the most energetic fighters in the cause of
Bohemian independence, and it was the feeling that
the times required the closest possible organization
and co-operation on behalf of all the Czechs which
brought about the union of these two bodies on the
basis of freedom for each local society to select
either the blue or the red uniform.

The Sokol Union of America which this month
commences its existence will number more than
12,000 members with about 150 local societies, most
of them possessing their own halls and paying their
own physical instructors.

WHAT THE PAPERS SAY.

That part of the “peace terms” answer of the
Entente, relating to the liberation of the Czecho-
Slovaks from foreign domination, has been gener-
ally passed over in silence by the American press.
Its comment dealt mainly with the more familiar
topics of Belgium and Serbia and Alsace-Lorraine
and Constantinople; the great significance of the
resurrection of Bohemia, both from the historical
and diplomhatic point of view, has not been at all ap-
preciated. It is merely another proof of the short
vision and ignorance of European geography on the
part of editorial writers of the great American pa-
pers. Only in a few cities with a large percentage of
Bohemian immigrants have the dailies paid attention
to the demand of the Allies for independent Bohe-
mia. The Cleveland Plain Dealer of January 14
says on the editorial page: “Now comes the entente
note with a definite promise of Czech freedom. From
a Bohemian standpoint this is the most important
thing in all the war. . .No people has finer traditions
than the Czechs, no people is more worthy of self-
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government. Inasmuch as the entente can hope for
no help from a people which is absolutely dominated
by Austria-Hungary and which is even compelled to
fight on the Austro-Hungarian side, the declaration
as to “Tcheco-Slovaques” is quite unselfish and con-
sistent with the entente’s broad assertion that it is
fighting a war of liberation.”

The Cedar Rapids Times also speaks with sympathy
of the aspirations of the Bohemians, and hopes that
America will support the intention of the Allies to
free Bohemia. Occasionally foreign correspondents
emphasize the European importance of the Bohe-
mian question. Norman Hapgood in a cablegram,
published in the Chicago Tribune, Jan. 28, says that
next to the problem of Constantinople ‘“only one
other question of geography in Europe has a press-
ing and unavoidable bearing upon the main plan.
That is Bohemia.” Hapgood, however, suggests that
certain liberals in England disagree with the pro-
gram of the Allies for Czecho-Slovak independence
and hope to see the Bohemian question solved as a
question of home rule.

The best answer te this suggestion is found in an
article, published in the London New Statesman,
December 9, a month before the Allies came out
with their terms. The editor calls special attention
to the article on Bohemia and says among other
things: “In the earlier stages of the war the national
movement of the Czechs was practically unheard of
in this country, and to support it was no part of the
programme of the Allies. The developments of the
past few months, however, have made it a question
of crucial importance on which the whole future of
“Mittel-Europa” depends. And “Mittel-Europa”
means more than most of us have yet realized. There
is more than a measure of truth, we believe, in our
contributor’s dictum that the international position
of Bohemia after the war will be the test of victory.”

NEW BOOKS.

Leadership of the New America, Racial and Re-
ligious By ARCHIBALD MCCLURE. Geo H. Doran
Co. $1.25.

This book is a study of some sixteen racial groups
of immigrants, giving an account in broad terms of
their organization, leadership and the prevailing
movements of the day. The author is a young min-
ister who spent a year after graduating from the
seminary in a study of the newer immigration in
various sections of the United States. He gathered
a tremendous amount of fresh material and shows
unusual insight into the inner life of so many races
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differing from each other in language, degtéé of
education, religion, mental and moral characteristies.
Perhaps the chief reason for Mr. McClure’s success
in describing the varied currents of life among the
immigrants is his sympathetic treatment of them,
lacking altogether the calm assumption of superior-
ity exhibited by the average American toward the
‘“Hunkies” and “Ginnies”. He does not hide the
immigrant’s faults and vices, but gives him also
credit for his good qualities; he emphasizes the un-
doubted fact that immigrants appreciate better than
the native born the ideals and principles of America.

The chapter on Bohemians, the first race treated
in this book, gives a very careful account of the lo-
cation of Czech immigrants in the United States,
their religious divisions, their fraternal and athletic
organizations, the Bohemian press and the powerful
movement organized since the outbreak of the war
for the attainment of independence for Bohemia.
The chapter dealing with the Slovaks is also written
in a sympathetic spirit and with great accuracy as
Here and there one finds little
errors of geography and history; Bukovina is not a
Hungarian province, Slovakland does not border on
Bohemia, for the whole width of Moravia separates
them; Bohemia has been under the Hapsburgs since
1526 and not since 1630, although the real loss of
its independence is dated 1620, when Czechs were
defeated in the battle of White Mountain.

Mr. McClure’s book is to be commended to all
Americans who want to know something of the spe-
cial interests and the separate, racial sentiments of
the thirteen million immigrants in the United States.

AMERICA FIRST.

As we go to press, the break with Germany seems
imminent and every one talks of war. If the United
States is forced to take a part in the European war,
Bohemian speaking citizens and residents of this
country will be found in the front ranks of those
ready to fight for their country. Bohemian soldiers
fought in the Civil War, Bohemians volunteered in
thousands for the Spanish War, and Bohemians will
not be behind Americans of whatever racial stock
in their devotion to the land in which they found
liberty and prosperity. We are fortunate in that
there is no conflict between the affection we feel for
our native country and the loyalty we owe to our
adopted country. But regardless of any ties still
binding them to Europe Bohemians are for America
first and are ready to offer every sacrifice of life and
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property to prove themselves good American citizens. 1

The Bohemian Review,
10 cents a copy, one dollar a year.

Contributions for the publication fund of the
Bohemian Review will be gratefully received.
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V Ceskeé Kalifornii obchodujte s bankami, které jsou pod DOHLEDEM

el

Lawndale State Bank

3205 zapadni 22. ulice
POD DOHLEDEM STATU I1LLINOIS

Lawndale National Bank

33373339 zapadni 26. ulice
POD DOHLEDEM VLADY SPOJENYCH STATU

YTO banky nejsou privatni, nybrz jsou obé
pod dozorem, prvni pod statem Illinois a dru-
ha pod dozorem samotné vlady Spojenych
Statu a Federal Reserve Association, tak Ze

muzete byti jisti, Ze veskeré vage rizeni jest pod do-
hledem zodpovédnych autorit. Tyto banky nejsou
vlastnény jednotliveem, ale podilniky, kterych jest
pres Sedesat a pozlstavajicich z prominentnich obchod-
niki Ceskych, a kapital v nich vloZeny obnasi
$375,000.00 a s dalsi zalohou, dle zakona stanovenou,
$250,000.00, mohutnost obou bank ¢&ini $3,500.000.00
a jsou rizeny néasledujicim reditelstvem:

Frank G. Hajicek, Josef J. Salat, Josef Kopecky, Josef F.
Polak, Rudolf F. Hajicek, Josef J. Janda, John J. Svoboda,
pi‘edseda Grand Leader Co., Emil Kli¢éka, predseda The Joseph Klicka Co.,
Karel B. Pavli¢ek, pravnik, Richard Dusil, od Pilsen Lumber Co.

UREDNI HODINY:

0d 9 hodin rano do 5 hodin odpoledne. V pondéli a v sobotu
do 8 hodin vecer.
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The Future Status of Bohemia.

By THOMAS G. MASARYK*

In a previous article, “Bohemia and the
European Crisis”, an attempt was made to
show by a succinct historical sketch the po-
litical meaning of the Bohemian question.
- Until the war broke out Western public
opinion displayed little interest in the con-
stitutional and political problems of the Aus-
tro-Hungarian monarchy and its constituent
countries, and even during the war atten-
tion has been mainly directed to Germany
to the exclusion of Austria-Hungary. It
was but natural that many political ama-
teurs should fight against a recognition of
the fact that Austria-Hungary was no less
an enemy of Great Britain than Germany
herself. Fortunately the leading statesmen
of Britain and her Allies grasped the true
gituation, as has been clearly shown by
their programme proclaiming the liberation
of the non-German and non-Magyar nations
of Austria-Hungary—in other words, the
dismemberment of the Dual Monarchy.
One of the nations to be liberated is the
Czecho-Slovak, which, as I have tried to
show, has the full right to independence.
Bohemia is, indeed, in point of law, an inde-
pendent state whose ancient rights are dis-
puted and violated by the Germans and
Magyars. ' The Bohemian question is not a
mere question of nationality, and cannot be
solved by granting a greater or less degree
of home rule and autonomy; there are po-
litical considerations as well. Bohemia is
struggling for independence, and the
achievement of that independence is in the
interests of the Allies—nay more, it is a
necessity for them.

The present article deals with the pro-
posed independent Bohemian State and its
administrative and constitutional organiza-
tion.

1. Area and Population. — The Bohe-
mian State would be composed of the lands

*Reprinted from “The New Europe”, Feb. 22, 1917,
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of the Crown of St. Wenceslas, namely, Bo-
hemia, Moravia, Silesia ; and to these would
be added the Slovak districts of North Hun-
gary. The frontiers of the three former
would, in the main, follow the lines laid
down by history and tradition, but the
southern and eastern frontiers of Slovakia
could not be fixed without opposition from
the Magyars, in spite of their being mainly
ethnographical, and including as little of
the Magyar population as possible. The
new State would thus have about 12,000,-
000 inhabitants, and would extend to about
50,000 English square miles (Belgium —
11,373).

2. The Name. — The Note to President
Wilson proposes the liberation of “the
Czechs and Slovaks” (des Tchéques et des
Slovaques), whereas the English transla-
tion speaks of “Czecho-Slovaks”. It is nec-
essary to settle the question of terminology
first. This is not a mere matter of philol-
ogy; behind the name there lies a certain
political and legal conception and an at-
tempt at definitions. It is well known that
this question of terminology caused great
difficulties between Austria and Hungary
at the time when the Dual system was es-
tablished, and similar difficulties might
arise in our case.

Bohemia, strictly speaking, designates
Bohemia proper, the chief Bohemian coun-
try, exclusive of Moravia and Silesia; but
the “Bohemian’ Crown designates all these
countries as a constitutional unit. In that
sense the name might designate the whole
future State. Its origin appears to be Cel-
tic; the Boii were a Celtic people who in-
habited part of the land, and were suc-
ceeded by the German tribe of Marco-
manni, who, in their turn, were supplanted
by the Slav Czechs. Cech is the Slav name
for the Slav people and language in Bo-
hemia and its provinces, and as there is a
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German and Polish minority in these prov-
inces, the terms used to designate the whole
country, the State, are “Bohemia” and ‘“Bo-
hemian”. The Czechs themselves do not
adopt this distinction but use the word
“Czech” in both senses. When writing Ger-
man or Latin, however, they do use the
words ‘“Biohme”, “Bohemus’”, but the
French have adopted the Slav designation,
and this is also used by the Germans.

The Slovaks extend from the southeast
corner of Moravia far into Hungary. They
are part of the Czech nation. Incorporated
in Hungary as early as the tenth century,
and being thereby separated from the
Czechs, they have formed a national unit
against the Magyars. In the eighteenth cen-
tury they adopted their own dialect as their
literary language; but the language ques-
tion does not play a prominent role, inas-
much as every Czech understands Slovak
quite well, and vice versa.

There has always been a party among the
Slovaks who, though adhering to their own
dialect, are in favor of the union of these
two branches of the same nation. The
word “Czecho-Slovak” or ‘“Czechoslovak”
(the latter form being intended to desig-
nate a closer union) is very widely used, al-
though it is not accepted by the radical
Slovaks, who claim an absolutely distinct
nationality. The political relationship be-
tween Bohemia and Slovakia can be vari-
ously formulated in terms of the nomencla-
ture. The same questions may arise as those
which are discussed in fixing the relation-
ship of Austria to Hungary. It will depend,
for instance, how close the union is as
to whether the name “Czechoslovak”,
“Czecho-Slovak’, or “Czech and Slovak”,
will be decided upon. There is no doubt
that the union of the two branches will
grow. So far, the political spokesmen of
the Czechs and Slovaks in the European
and American colonies (in Bohemia and
Slovakia the people cannot publicly express
their opinion) have agreed to claim one
common, united State, and it is taken as a
matter of course by both parties that the
Slovaks of Slovakia will freely use their
language as they choose. There will, in-
deed, be no language question ; the political
interest of the problem is concerned only
with the financial organization of Slovakia
and her economic and educational develop-
ment. And, in that respect, the interests of
Slovakia are best served by the closest pos-
sible union, because the Magyars have pur-
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posely neglected her, and have tried as far
as possible, to keep her, economically, at
the old primitive stage of development.

It will therefore be generally agreed that
the best designation for the State, which
is to be composed of the Czechs and Slo-
vaks, and of the non-Slav minorities, will be
Bohemia. This will almost certainly be the
name adopted for international use, for, in
this case, terminology need take no account
of internal qualifications, and will inevit-
ably choose the simple term, especially as
it happens to be the one by which the coun-
try is generally known.

3. Constitution and Government. — Bo-
hemia is projected as a monarchical state,
though the more radical politicians advo-
cate a Bohemian Republic. It must be ad-
mitted that the experience of foreign dy-
nasties in the Balkans induces even the
more conservative politicians to admit the
expediency of the republican constitution.

The dynastic question is left to the Allies,
who might perhaps give one of their own
princes. There might be a personal union
between Serbia and Bohemia, if the Serbs
and Bohemians were to be neighboring
countries. A personal union with Russia or
with Poland, if the latter were to be quite
independent has also been suggested. (Ger-
man and Austrian princes must eo ipso be
excluded.) The Bohemian people are thor-
oughly Slavophil. The Russian dynasty, in
whatever form, would be most popular;
and, in any case, Bohemian politicians de-
sire the establishment of the kingdom of
Bohemia in complete accord with Russia.
The greatest of the Slav States could then
assume the initiative in the solution of any
Slavonic question.

Bohemian politicians, though alive to the
difficulties. of reconstituting Bohemia, do
not shrink from the responsibility of the
work to be done. If they wish for complete
independence, it is because they desire to
use all the political forces of the nation to
build a strong State. Russia and all the
Allies will be best served by strong Slav
States and nations, and this aim can be best
attained if these nations themselves bear
the full responsibility for their policy.

Bohemia will of course be constitutional
and demcoratic. The regeneration of Eu-
rope will be achieved, not only by the re-
form of foreign policy, but, above all, by
the active furtherance of liberty and prog-
ress in the inner life of the European na-
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tions; for this task the Allies and Europe
can fully rely on the Bohemian nation.

4. Economic and Financial Problems. —
Economically and financially Bohemia’ is
acknowledged to be the ‘“pearl of Aus-
tria,” and she will in the future be as rich
as she is now; she will, in fact, be richer,
because she will not have to support the
economically weaker provinces of Austria.

Bohemia was, from the beginning of the
union with Hungary and Austria, the politi-
cal backbone of Austria; the Alpine coun-
tries were poor, Trieste and the sea were
of little importance, Hungary had no eco-
nomic significance at all. Bohemia exported
grain and manufactured goods; it was only
in the second haif of the nineteenth cen-
tury that Hungary became the granary of
Austria and partly of Bohemia, which then,
like the rest of Austria, imported the grain
and flour she required from America.

At present the population of the Bohe-
mian countries is, in round numbers, half
agricultural, half industrial. In Bohemia
proper, 35 per cent are employed in agri-
culture, the rest in industry, commerce, and
 the so-called liberal occupations. In Mo-
ravia and Silesia, 50 per cent live on agri-
culture; in Slovakia a much higher percent-
age still.

The following facts will suffice to indi-
cate the economic strength of the Bohe-
mian countries: °

In the year 1906-1914 the average pro-
duction of grain was (in round figures), in
Bohemia 544 mill. cwt., in Moravia 24 mill.,
in Silesia 4 mill.

After making due allowance for grain
used for sowing purposes, and for grain
wasted, this works out at an average of
over 810 lbs. a year per head in Bohemia,
and in Moravia the average is 890 lbs. per
head. The Bohemian lands altogether give
an average of 815 lbs. per head for a popu-
lation of little less than 10 millions, while,
in the rest of Austria, it is hardly 511 lbs.
per head. It should be remarked that half
of this grain can be used for milling, and
gives flour and foodstuffs of excellent qual-
ity, which, together with the yearly pro-
duce in potatoes, peas, lentils, vegetables
and excellent fruit, is more than sufficient
for general consumption. In 1914 the har-
vest was so good that it gave an average
of 839 lbs. per head. It should be remem-
bered that cultivation in Bohemia has not
reached the same stage of development as
that of Denmark or Belgium. There are
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great possibilities ahead if the rate of de-
velopment evinced during the last ten
years is maintained. The great number of
large estates in the south and west are an
important asset, particularly in regard to -
cattle-breeding.

During the years 1906-1910 Bohemia and
Moravia contributed almost 46 per cent of
the total grain produced in Austria, 41 per
cent of the potatoes, 44 per tent of the clo-
ver and fodder, and 93 (!) per cent of beet
sugar. The Austrian sugar industry is al-
most entirely confined to the Bohemian
lands. The statistics of the production of
fruit, vegetables, cereals, etc., are equally
indicative of Bohemia’s importance. And
this, in spite of the fact that these lands
represent only 26.4 per cent of the soil of
Austria and hardly 35} per cent of her
inhabitants.

To the total amount of brown coal pro-
duced in Austria (261 mill. tons) Bohemia
alone contributes 83 per cent, and to the
15.8 mill. tons of black coal, 86.66 per
cent. These results place Bohemia among
the richest States in the world, along with
England, the United States and Germany,
for she produces about 264 per cent of black
and also 51 cwt. of brown coal for every
one of her 10 million inhabitants.

Of the iron ore turned out by Austria
(27 mill. cwt.), about a third is produced in
Bohemia. Though the country itself is not
very rich in iron ore, yet, in consequence of
the great production of coal, the iron works
in Bohemia are very extensive, forming
over 60 per cent of the entire industry in
Austria. As these two branches of natural
wealth and industry are the most important
of all, the Bohemian lands are invaluable
to Austria.

In the other industries as well, the im-
portance of Bohemia is equally paramount.
She monopolises 93¢ of the entire sugar in-
dustry and about 469 of the breweries.
Hops are grown only in the Bohemian
lands, whence they are exported. The en-
gineering industry also has its seat chiefly
in Bohemia, as do the textile (cotton and
wool), glass, paper and leather industries,
stone-cutting and grinding, graphite quar-
rying, chemistry and electro-technology.

In consequence of this industrial activity,
Bohemia returns the highest profits for rail-
ways, posts and telegraphs. Her network
of railways is the thickest, and she alone,
out of the whole of Austria, can boast of
private railways run for the benefit of par-
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ticular factories. This feature is especially
characteristic of the north of Bohemia. The
Bohemian postal system yields 52% of the
total profits.

In banking and exchange the Bohemian
lands used to be dependent on Vienna, but
they have been emancipated since 1895,
and, during these 20 years, the capital of
the Bohemian banks has increased seven-
fold, having risen from 48 mill. to 336 mill.
crowns. And it must be remembered that
the chief source of the banking capital of
Vienna is the trade with the Bohemian
lands. The development of Bohemian trade
has, during the last few years, been exceed-
ingly rapid.

The Slovak territory in the north of Hun-
gary is very different. It is mostly agricult-
ural, as yet comparatively undeveloped,
and as the country is very hilly and the
methods of cultivation obsolete, it is much
poorer than the other Bohemian lands. The
southern part, being less hilly, is fertile
enough, producing, indeed, very good wine;
and as the hilly north has much natural
wealth in the form of iron ore, great forests,
etc., which is as yet unexploited, the coun-
try could be industrialised to great advant-
age. It could supply the other Bohemian
lands with the commodities of which they
are short, such as iron ore, copper and tin;
and finally, the country is good for sheep
and cattle raising. This territory is very
similar to Silesia, the larger part of which
is now industrial, and could be turned to
the same use.

Nor must we forget the wealth of the
compounds of uranium and radium, mined
at Joachimsthal, nor the baths at Karlsbad,
Franzensbad and Marienbad, Teplitz, Po-
débrady, Msene, Luhadovice and Pistany.
Bohemian territory is, in this respect, one
of the richest countries in the world. In
short, except for salt, mercury and naphtha,
the Bohemian lands have an abundance of
everything necessary for cultural develop-
ment, so that, as an independent country,
they would be quite self-sufficing, and
would, moreover, be able to export not only
their agricultural, but a great part of their
industrial products as well.

From the point of view of modern poli-
tical economy, Bohemia may be said to be
an ideal country, being in possession of all
the necessary conditions for putting into
practice the modern theories of free trade
and protectionism. It has great possibilities
of realising that harmony between agricult-
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ure and industry, that economic self-suffi-
ciency which, by many theorists, is put for-
ward as a postulate for forming even the
smallest autonomous State cf. the chapter
on free trade in Gide’s “Political Economy.”

In emergencies such as war the Bohe-
mian lands would also be thoroughly com-
petent to hold their own, both agricultural-
ly as well as industrially.

The natural and industrial riches of the
Bohemian lands, making possible as they
do a very heavy system of taxation, have
always formed the financial foundation of
the Austrian-Hungarian monarchy. The
papulation of the Bohemian lands is much
denser, and the whole standard of life is
much higher than that of the other lands of
Austria. '

The following table illustrates the Bohe-
mian contribution on the basis of direct tax-
ation to the Austrian finances:—

Other provinces

The Bohemian (except Lower
lands pay—  Austria) pay—
House property taxes...... 493 % 503 %
Tax on earnings.......... 613 % 383 %
Income tax .......... v ..56.7% 41.3%
The total of all direct taxes. .57%

43%

The Bohemian lands and the other Aus-
trian lands (not counting Lower Austria
and Vienna) have 25.04 million inhabitants,
in the proportion of 40.5% and 59.5%
respectively. Lower Austria is placed sep-
arately, because the position of Vienna, as
the capital, is a privileged one; it is the
real centre of Bohemian industry and ex-
port trade. Many Czech undertakings
have their central offices and rights of
domicile there because the scale of taxa-
tion and the municipal rates of Vienna are
lower than in Bohemia.

That explains why the rateability of Bo-
hemia tends to drop, while that of Vienna
and Lower Austria tends to rise. If we
could include those figures in the statistics,
and if we entered the precise rateability
of those Bohemian undertakings that aré
domiciled in Vienna, in the archives of the
Bohemian lands, the difference would be
still more in our favor. But even as it
is, the rateability of the Bohemian lands
is 11.90 crowns per head, whereas in the
rest of the Austrian lands it is only six
crowns.

Still more significant are the statistics of
indirect taxation in Austria (taxes on beer,
sugar, spirits, salt, paraffin, tobacco, and
excise taxes, etc.). With the exception of
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spirits, the consumption of all those articles
is far greater in the Bohemian lands.

The Bohemian lands are, indeed, the
“pearl of Austria,” not only from the point
of view of agricultural and industrial pro-
duction, but also, and as the inevitable
result thereof, from the financial stand-
point. In the other lands of the Monarchy
the State expenses are greater than the in-
come received from them in return, and
this deficit is made good by the Bohemian
countries. In view of the foregoing facts
few people will entertain any doubts as
to Bohemia’s chances of being self-sup-
porting and progressive.

Bohemia has, unfortunately, no seaboard
(except in one of Shakespeare’s plays), and
that, no doubt, is a great drawback as com-
pared, for instance, with little Denmark
and the other sea-bordered countries. But
Bohemia does not stand alone in that re-
spect; she is no worse off than Serbia, Hun-
gary, Switzerland. The example of Swit-
zerland shows that not only political inde-
pendence can be preserved, but also that
modern means of communication enable
even a landlocked country to maintain a
flourishing industry. Switzerland has not
even any coal, and yet she has succeeded
in becoming an industrial country. Bohe-
mia, on the other hand, is very rich in coal,
and will therefore be able to run the neces-
sary railways. But she will have at her dis-
posal Trieste, which, it may be presumed,
will be a free port; and she will also have
the Serbo-Croatian ports and Polish Danzig,
should her relations with Germany prevent
the-use of Hamburg. The distance from
Prague to Hamburg is the same as that
to Trieste; Danzig is a little further, as
is also Fiume. There is the possibility of
creating a cheap waterway by a Moravia-
Oder-Vistula channel, of which there al-
ready exists the beginning.

Although the sea undoubtedly furnishes
comparatively strong strategical frontiers,
yet the development of modern navies eas-
ily counterbalances that advantage, as has
been. experienced in this war. Belgium,
Denmark, Norway, for instance, can make
little use of the sea.

Bohemia would, of course, take her share
of the Austrian public debt contracted be-
fore the war; but she will decline to par-
ticipate in the debt resulting from the war.
The financial situation of Austria-Hungary
is very precarious; the war has cost the
country an enormous amount of money,
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and the Austro-Hungarian bank has been
degraded into an institute for false coining.

Independent Bohemia would have to
begin her own administration with a con-
siderable financial burden; and the leading
political men of Bohemia are well aware
of their serious task, and of the necessity
for a solid, thoroughly balanced financial
administration. It may be mentioned that
after the war the financial exhaustion of
all the nations will necessitate the most
stringent finangjal administration. But it
may be said without exaggeration that Bo-
hemia will have excellent administrators in
all departments of public and private serv-
ice, who will be quite fit for the work of
remodelling the new State.

In this outline it is impossible to discuss
all the social and economic problems of
Bohemia. But it is of general interest to
point out the peculiar position of the Bo-
hemian landed proprietors or aristocracy,
which is very similar to that of the famous
East Elbian Junkers. As in East Prussia,
the Germans confiscated the soil of the
Slavs, so did Austria and her aristocratic
accomplices in Bohemia after the battle of
the White Mountain. It was as a result
of these and former robberies that, in Bo-
hemia, landed estates were created of a
size equal to some of the small German
States. These proprietors, for the most
part, are Austrian in sentiment, and would
perhaps form a dangerous'element. Bo-
hemia might, in that case, follow the meth-
ods of land purchase and parcelling out
sdopted in Ireland; as indeed, all the lib-
eral parties demand.

5. The National Minorities in Bohemia.—
As it is not my intention to hide the diffi-
culties which face the establishment of a
free Bohemia, reference must be made to
the question of national minorities.

The Bohemian State would be composed
in round figures, of 9,000,000 Czechs and
Slovaks, 230,000 Poles in Silesia, 3,000,000
Germans,, and 150,000 Magyars in Slo-
vakia.

Though we advocate the principle of
nationality we wish to retain our minorities.
That seems a paradox, but it is on the very
principle of nationality that we wish to
retain them. Bohemia is a unique example
of a nationally mixed country. Between
the Italians and Germans, the ethnograph-
ical frontier is simple and sharply defined.
Not so in Bohemia; in a great many places,
and in all the cities, there.are consider-



THE BOHEMIAN

able German or Czech minorities. The
Germans object that the Czech minorities
in North Bohemia, etc., are ‘“only” work-
ing men—people who live on German
bread; but this antisocial argument is ob-
viously false, and it is inconsistent with the
process of the industrialisation of Bohemia,
which, of course, needs factory ‘“hands”;
moreover, it was the Germans themselves
who invited the Czechs to immigrate.

The question of national minorities is of
capital significance not only in Bohemia,
but in almost all countries, almost all
States being nationally mixed. Even if the
new Europe cannot be remodelled on a
strictly nationalist basis, the national rights
of the minorities must be asSured. This
will be done in Bohemia. The. Bohemians
have always claimed equal, not superior,
rights. Owing to her central position it
‘will be to Bohemia’s interest to grant full
rights to the Germans and the two smaller
minorities. Common sense will demand it.
Nor would it be contrary to the spirit of the
proposal that the rights of national minor-
ities should be granted and secured by an
International Court.

So far as the German minority is con-
cerned, I should not be opposed to a rectifi-
cation of the political frontier; parts of
Bohemia and Moravia, where there are
only a few Czechs might be ceded to Ger-
man Austria. In that way the German
minority could be perhaps reduced by
one million. But it must be remembered
that there are large Czech minorities in
. Lower Austria and Vienna (4 million), and
there are also Czechs in Prussian Silesia,
in the territories of Glatz and Ratibor and
a large Sorb minority in Lusatia. Panger-
mans cannot, therefore, justly complain of
the fate of the minority in Bohemia. The
just rule for national redistribution in Eu-
rope consists in the fair application of the
principle of the majority. Which is the
more just—that nine million Czechs should
be under German rule or that three million
Germans should be under Czech rule?

If the Germans insist on the argument
that their culture invests them with the
right of ruling the less cultured nations,
the fact must be emphasised that the
Czechs are not less cultured than the Ger-
mans. Even Austrian statistics show a
smaller number of illiterates in Bohemia
than in German Austria.

There is one means, of a more financial
nature, which might help to rearrange na-
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tional minorities. The German and Aus-
strian politicians, especially the Panger-
mans, have very often proposed that the
various States should undertake a system-
atic intermigration of national minorities. 1
see that in England Mr. Buxton recom-
mends this means for the Balkans. It may
be doubted whether this expedient would
be very effective, if equal national rights
were granted. The Magyars tried some
years ago to repatriate the small Magyar
minority of the Bukovina; the undertaking
was a complete failure, for the repatriated
colonists soon left Hungary and went back.
But after the war, many countries will need
men—farmers, artisans and members of
the professional classes, and, therefore, a
systematic transplanting of minorities
might be attempted.

6. The International Position of Bohemia
in regenerated Europe. — The re-establish-
ment of independent Bohemia is only one
part of the Allied programme of recon-
struction. In close connection with the Bo-
hemian are the Polish and Southern Slav
questions. The Poles, Czech-Slovaks, and
Southern Slavs, form a natural barrier
against the Germans, Magyars and Turks,
and their Pangerman plans in the East. The
liberation and reunion of Poland and Bo-
hemia aim directly at Prussia: to crush
Prussian militarism means, in effect to
liberate the two nations which are its pri-
mary object. The reunion of the Poles
means, of course, the liberation of Posna-
nia and Prussian Silesia from Prussian rule,
and the liberation of Galicia and Bukovina
from Austrian rule. This Slav barrier is
not to be understood in the sense of the so-
called Buffer-States. A buffer-State pre-
supposes continuous antagonism between
two neighbours; whereas the Allies’ pro-
gramme aims at the reconstruction and re-
generation of the whole of Europe.

The liberation of the Roumanians and
Italians, as demanded by the Allies, re-
quires a further dismemberment of Aus-
stria-Hungary, with which indeed the pro-
gramme of the Allies is synonymous. ‘“Last-
ing Peace!” means the break-up of this a-
national, mediaeval State.

The Magyars will also have their own
State, being, of course, reduced to the
bounds of their own nationality, and Ger-
man Austria will remain under the Hab-
sburgs.

The plan of the Allies implies the crea-
tion of only one or at most two new States—



8 4 THE BOHEMIAN REVIEW

Bohemia and Poland; the other changes

will either extend or reduce States already:

existing. Austria and Hungary will be re-
duced ; Roumania, Serbia, Italy will be en-
larged. Nations will be liberated; the op-
pressive dynasty—the Habsburgs—and the
oppressive nations—the Germans and Mag-
yars—will be forced to rely on their own
forces.

Mr. Balfour is right when he emphasises
the facts that the programme of the Allies
will weaken the German lust of domina-
tion, and secure freedom and independence
for the oppressed races; for Austria in its
present form is not less German than Prus-
sia.

Its geographical position in the centre of
Europe, and its historical antagonism to op-
pressive Germanism and Pangermanism se-
cures to Bohemia that great political sig-
nificance expressed in the Allies’ Note to
President Wilson, which demanded the lib-
eration of the Czecho-Slovaks. And itisin
the interest of the Allies to liberate Bohe-

mia, if Prussian militarism and German lust
of dominion are to be crushed, and the
Pangerman plan of Berlin-Cairo and Berl-
in-Bagdad frustrated. The Allies’ plan,
like that of the enemy, is a far-reaching
programme of creative politics. The war
and its consequences is the greatest event
in human history. The Napoleonic wars,
the Thirty Years’ War, the Crusades—all
these were child’s play compared with this
war. Realist politicians and statesmen
must grasp the inner meaning of German
and European history: they must compre-
hend the direction in which history is point-
ing, and what Europe’s aims and objects
can and must be.

I do not maintain that the liberation of
Bohemia is the most vital question of the
war; but I can say without exaggeration
that the aims proclaimed by the Allies can-
not be attained without the liberation of
Bohemia. Her future fate will be the touch-
stone of the Allies’ strength, earnestness
and statesmanship.

Wz’ll the Immigrants Be Loyal?

Among the many problems which the
United States will face upon declaring the
state of war not the least will be the prob-
lem of the foreign-born population. It has
proved to be an embarrassing one in all the
belligerent countries, but in America it is
one of unusual dimensions. According to
the census of 1910 out of 92 million inhabi-
tants 13,345,645 were foreign born. Their
children born in this country were still
more numerous, the total being 18,897,837.
It may be taken for granted that speaking
generally those who were born in the Unit-
ed States and have never known any other
homeland will not be troubled by conflict-
ing claims of a divided allegiance. But
what about the thirteen, at this time more
than fourteen million men and women born
under other flags? Will they not disturb
the public order, interrupt communications,
interfere with military operations, spy out
our navy secrets? Which of these millions
should be suspected and watched?

To start with, we may leave out of con-
sideration people born in countries that are
at war with Germany and people born in
neutral countries. There may be traitors
among them, but then there may be traitors
among Americans of the oldest stock. The
danger, whatever it may be, is to be found
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among the subjects and former subjects of
Germany and its Allies. Now in 1910 there
lived in the United States 2,601,333 people
born in Germany, 1,670,582 born in Aus-
tria-Hungary, 11,498 born in Bulgaria and
61,959 born in Turkey. The potential en-
emies should be found among these classes
of the American population.

The index of the country of birth, how-
ever, gives little real indication of the sym-
pathies of the individual thus indexed.
Frenchmen from Alsace-Lorraine or Ital-
ians from the Trentino are not likely to fa-
vor the country which had oppressed them
and from which they fled to the free coun-
try beyond the ocean. Or take the Poles;
they come from three states, two of them on
the Teuton side, one with the entente.
Shall we look upon the Austrian Pole as a
suspected person and on the Russian Pole
as a friend? The real criterion is not for-
mer political citizenship, but rather racial
affiliation. Those that appreciate the real
significance of the European struggle real-
ize that it is due to the imperialistic ten-
dencies of the German race. Germans look
upon themselves as a race of lords—Her-
renfolk—a chosen people destined to rule
the world and incidentally to confer upon
the weaker races the benefits of German
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kultur. Their only real ally is the Magyar
race, which actuated by a similar megalo-
mania, has linked its fortunes to the Ho-
henzollern chariot in order to crush the
Slavs of Hungary and Serbia. Bulgaria
found itself on the German side partly from
hate of its neighbor and cousin, Serbia,
party through the crooked politics of its
German king, and Turkey hardly knows at
all, how it came to deliver itself to Ger-
many. Among the numberless races of
newcomers in the United States, two only
need be considered as possible enemies, the
Germans and the Magyars.

The census of 1910 undertook for the
first time to classify immigrants and their
children according to their mother tongue.
There were at that time 2,910,857 immi-
grants, naturalized and aliens, whose
mother tongue was German, and 229,094
whose mother tongue was Magyar. Of the
Germans the largest part was born in Ger-
many, a considerable minority in Austria-
Hungary and several hundred thousands in
Russia. Most of the immigrants from the
Dual Empire belong to races that not only
do not sympathize with the Teuton cause,
but are far more anxious to defeat Ger-
many with its domineering ambitions and
ruthless methods than the average Ameri-
can citizen whose patience has only re-
cently been roused to the point of war.

Among the races of Austria-Hungary
who are hostile to the Central Powers Bo-

hemians and Slovaks occupy the place of
honor. Bohemians have fought the Ger-
mans for fifteen centuries and Slovaks were
held down by Magyar overlords for a thou-
sand years. Bohemian and Slovak regi-
ments in the Austrian army mutinied, sur-
rendered and went over to the Russians on
many occasions. The Vienna parliament
has not been called together since April,
1914, because of the known opposition of
the Czech deputies to the war. In every
Allied army there are volunteer formations
of Czechs and Slovaks who feel that.they
fight for their own country by fighting
against Germany. Bohemian and Slovak
immigrants in this country have collected
large sums of money for the support of a
movement aiming at the liberation of their
brothers from the German and Magyar
yoke.

No one doubts that in case of war with
Germany the overwhelming majority of im-
migrants of all races, German included,
will be found absolutely loyal to this great
land which has the faculty to gain the love
of strangers within its gates. But there will
be found many among the German and
Magyar elements of the foreign-born popu-
lation who will commit treason by adhering
to the enemy of the United States. There
will be none such among the Bohemian-
speaking citizens and residents of this coun-
try. -J. F.S.

Legal Phases of An Austrian Treason Trial.

By CHARLES PERGLER

The pronouncement of the Austrian
court, condemning to death Dr. Karel
Kramar for treason to the Austrian state, is
one of the' most remarkable documents in
the history of jurisprudence, and as such
should not escape further scrutiny.

The court’s statement, which was pub-
lished in full in the last number of the Bo-
hemian Review, is not a legal opinion at all.
But to save its face, and to furnish the
world at least a semblance of justification
for the judgment and sentence, the court
made an exceedingly labored effort to pre-
sent to the world certain alleged evidential
facts upon which it pretends to base its
findings.

If we seek for these evidential facts we
find them to be exceedingly few in number,
and they may be enumerated as follows:
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1. A certain number of editors, propagandists
and publishers, with whom Kraméf prior to the war
maintained relations, after the war broke out de-
mand the destruction of the monarchy and become
its enemies.

2. In his own organ, the Nérodni Listy, after
the commencement of hostilities, Krama¥ published
three articles which expressed hope for the libera-
tion of small nations.

8. At the time of his arrest, in the defendant’s
pocket was found a French publication inimical to
the Austrian state, and among his effects there were
also found Bohemian translations of two articles
from the London “Times” of a similar tendency.

4. While Italy was still at peace with Austria,
the defendant had a conversation with the Italian
consul in Prague (April, 1915).

5. Among the defendant’s effects was found a
draft of a letter to Prince Thun, declaring that,
faithful to his political principles, Kramaf was
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bound to avoid everything that would look like ap-
proval of the present war.

The above may fairly be called all the evi-
dence in the case as far as Kramé4r is con-
cerned, and upon this evidence he was
found guilty of treason and condemned to
death. It is true that the opinion at some
length discusses the general oposition of the
Czech pedple to the war and the wholesale
surrender of Czech troops, but from a pure-
ly legal point of view all this is idle spec-
ulation so long as no causal connection be-
tween the acts of the defendant and these
occasions has been established. Otherwise
the opinion is merely a discussion of the
political ideas defended by Kramafi prior
to the war, and of acts which prior to the
war were perfectly legal, and were not de-
clared illegal even by ex post facto legis-
lation.

The very first consideration that strikes a
lawyer is that the Austrian court threw to
the winds the most elementary principle of

criminal law, that is to say, that every:

crime consists pf two elements, first a physi-
cal element usually called the overt act,
and second, a mental element known as the
“mens rea” evil intent). 3 M. A.L,, 8. It
will be seen at a glance that the act in this
instance is wholly wanting. Arguendo it
might be conceded that the facts recited
could be construed as indicating a treason-
able intent against the Austrian state, but
by no stretch of the imagination can we
find in the foregoing recital anything even
remotely resembling a criminal overt act.
In an American or English court, the case
never could have gone to a jury; there
would have been a directed verdict for fail-
ure of the prosecution to sustain the in-
dictment with the necessary evidence.

In taking this position I do not lose sight
of the fact that the Austrian constitution
does not define what constitutes treason,
and that under the Austrian political and
penal system what shall or shall not con-
stitute treason is wholly a matter of statu-

tory provision. Under these statutes many"

things, which in this country would not even
constitute an offense, are declared to be
treason. Yet, bearing all this in mind, we
still must come to the conclusion that no
overt act having been established, the judg-
ment lacks the sanction even of Austrian
law and is consequently a-judicial crime of
the worst sort, an act that would make even
a Jeffreys blush with shame.
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It is a well-known fact that the political
endeavor of Kramai was aimed at trans-
forming Austria into a federal state, which
would mete out justice to all the nationali-
ties living under Hapsburg sovereignty.
This was the only possible way of saving
Austria from the fate of Turkey. Loyalty
to Austria, as at present constituted, would
of course be treason to the Bohemian nation
and indeed to the highest ideals of modern
man. This phase of the matter is not with-
in the scope of the present article. But it
can be argued with more than a reasonable
degree of plausibility that legally no Bo-
hemian can be guilty of treason to the Aus-
trian state. Austria still has the power to
declare what shall constitute treason;
whether or not she has the right, legally or
otherwise, is an entirely different question.
Austria came into existence as a confedera-
tion of several states, and the Hapsburg
dynasty by solemn oaths and pledges obli-
gated itself to maintain Bohemian indepen-
dence. By a series of wanton and brutal
acts the Hapsburgs violated their oaths and
de facto destroyed Bohemian indepen-
dence. These changes, brought about il-
legally and unconstitutionally, were never
acquiesced in by the Bohemian nation, or its
accredited representatives. For that mat-
ter, the ancient rights of Bohemia were re-
peatedly acknowledged on paper by the
late Francis Joseph. It follows that de jure
the Bohemian state is still in existence, and
that the Austria state, as we now know it,
legally is non-existent. From this again it
logically follows that one cannot be guilty
of treason against a state whose legal ex-
istence has no legal sanction. Indeed, ever
since the battle of White Mountain in 1620,
the Hapsburg monarchs were guilty of
treason against the de jure Bohemian state,
and those of them who were never crowned
kings of Bohemia as, for instance, the late
Francis Joseph and the present emperor,
with justice may be called usurpers. Max-
imilian of Mexico was also a Hapsburg, and
he was also a usurper.

Progress of mankind is frequently writ-
ten in its laws and constitutional provisions
more than anywhere else. We do not often .
realize the importance of such constitution-
al provisions as the enactment that one
shall not be subject to be twice put in jeop- |
ardy upon the same charge; that treason
shall consist only in levying war against the
state, or in adhering to its enemies, giving
them aid and comfort, and that for trea-
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son there can be no conviction unless on the
testimony of two witnesses to the same
overt act, or on confession in open court.
The same is true as to due process of law
and ex post facto laws. These constitu-
tional provisions are now so firmly im-
bedded in the scheme of Anglo-American
jurisprudence that we do not think much
about them and accept them and their re-
sults as a matter of course. It is true that
as to due process of law under our consti-

tution this provision has probably been °
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rather unduly extended to apply to matters
that originally were not within its purview;
but it is equally true that this clause, as
well as the others referred to, to a large
degree mark the difference between the
milepost on the highway to real democracy
reached by English-speaking peoples and
the progress made by some continental
countries. In fact, the difference between
English-speaking countries and Austria is
one between democracy and an Oriental
despotism.

Germany’s Partner in Crime.

On the very day when Germany pro-
claimed its intention of destroying every
ship found by its.submarines in certain
areas of the open ocean, the new Austro-
Hungarian ambassador, Count Adam Tar-
nowski, arrived in New York. Through the
successive stages of the growing enmity be-
tween Germany and the United States —
break of relations, blowing up of English
ships with loss of American lives, destruc-
tion of American ships with warning and
without warning, ships with contraband
and legitimate merchandise and in ballast,
while America announced armed neutrality
and waited for another overt act — the
nobleman from Austria was cooling his
heels in Washington, an ambassador to the
United States and yet not an ambassador,
properly accredited to our government, but
unable to obtain presentation to the Presi-
dent and formal recognition by the State
Department. The newspapers and the pub-
lic forgot him, just as they forgot Austria
and ignored the fact that Austria-Hungary
is a partner in Germany’s iniquity as well
as in its military and naval campaigns.

America is divided from Europe by three
thousand miles of water, and what hap-
pens in Europe is seen here as from a dis-
tance, the most prominent features only
and not the details, however important.
Not that America lacked the means to ob-
tain a true and accurate view of the right
and wrong of the struggle or how the blame
should be apportioned and what the rela-
tions were between Germany and its part-
ners. But the might of Germany, its mili-
tary and economic efficiency, its unprece-
dented frightfulness and barbarism so dom-
inated the American horizon that few peo-
ple here appreciated the share of the Haps-
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burg Empire in all the schemes and plans
and crimes of Germany.

The attitude of the American people
toward Austria-Hungary was one of good-
natured contempt. Contempt, because of
the defeats of Austrian armies by both Rus-
sia and Serbia, because it was known that
German receivership saved the bankrupt
empire from completé defeat. But con-
temptible as Austria proved itself in more
ways than one, it is still Germany’s chief
support. For it must not be forgotten that
the monarchy on the Danube covers an area
considerably larger than that of Germany
and that it has fifty-two million people as
against Germany’s seventy. It possesses im-
portant industrial provinces which produce
a large share of the immense stores of am-
munition used by the Teuton armies, and
the Skoda guns have earned a reputation
superior even to that of the Krupps. Nor
should one forget that Austria-Hungary is
more of an agricultural state than Germany
and that the produce of the weaker empire
has been used to supplement the rations of
Germany’s industrial population. Without
Austria’s resources in men and supplies
Kaiser William could not sustain a war on
two fronts for three years.

The contempt for Austria was rather
good-natured. Poor old Francis Joseph was
dragged into the war unwillingly; Austria
is merely a tool of Germany and should not
be held to strict responsibility for the sins of
its domineering partner. Such views do not
agree with the facts of the case. After all
the general war was brought on by Aus-
tria’s aggression against Serbia. The mur-
der of Francis Ferdinand by Austrian sub-
jects of the Serbian race, a murder wel-
come to the ruling clique of Vienna, was
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made a pretext for the wholesale slaughter
of Europe’s manhood. The responsibility for
the horrors of the past three years belongs
to Austria-Hungary fully as much as to
Germany. Nor is the frightfulness confined
to German military methods. In Serbia
Magyar soldiers committed atrocities no
less horrible and fully as well authenticated
as the worst German exeesses in Belgium.

And while within the German Empire we.

have no record of executions of German
subjects, in the Hapsburg monarchy in the
first eighteen months of the war four thou-
sand gallows have been erected.

The good-natured tolerance of Austria
by the American people is less easy to un-
derstand, when one recalls the conduct of
the diplomatic and consular representatives
of that decrepit monarchy in this republic.
Just as over there across the ocean Austrian
ministers and generals took their orders
from the German general staff, so in Wash-
ington the Austrian Embassy was employed
to do the dirty work of Germany. Count
Bernstorff took care not to become impli-
cated personally in plots violating Ameri-
can neutrality and passed on this delicate
work to his colleague, Dr. Dumba. The
Austro-Hungarian Ambassador to the Unit-
ed States subsidized editors of foreign lan-
guage newspapers to keep alive sentiments
of loyalty to Francis Joseph among their
readers as against loyalty to their adopted
country; he stirred up strikes in munition
works and became implicated in acts of
violence, until the long suffering President
It should not be
forgotten in this connection that credit for
uncovering the machinations of Austrian
diplomatic representatives in this country
belongs to that enterprising newspaper,
The Providence Journal. In publishing con-
fidential correspondence of the Austrian
Embassy The Journal has done a great
service to America and earned the grati-
tude of Bohemian and other immigrants
from Austria-Hungary who were thereby
put on their guard against intrigues fi-
nanced by money supplied by the consuls.

But the American people forgot the
Dumba incident, forgot that they had good
cause to distrust Austria. Baron Zwiedinek
took up Dumba’s work and carried it on
with more circumspection. And in course
of time Count Tarnowski landed here, a far
more clever and dangerous man than the
run of noblemen employed by the Vienna
Foreign Office, the man who outplayed the
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Entente diplomats in Sophia and dragged
Bulgaria into the war on the side of the
Teutons.

Count Tarnowski comes of a well-known
Polish family. He is a Slav by birth, and
that was one of the main reasons why he
was selected for the Washington post at
this time. The fact is that Emperor Charles
realizes the insecurity of his throne. Not
that he fears much the chances of a revo-
lution like the one which has just taken
place in Russia. A revolution by the people
is impossible without the co-operation of
the army. The Hapsburg motto ‘“Divide et
impera”, setting soldiers of one race to
watch the people of another race, works
well in practice. Bohemians for instance
cannot revolt, as long as their cities are gar-
risoned by German and Magyar soldiers.

‘But the voice of ill-treated majority of the

races of the monarchy has reached the
councils of the Allies, and their peace terms
note demands the disruption of the Haps-
burg Empire; for in that step lies both the
recognition of the rights of small nations,
and the best safeguard against future ag-
gression on the part of Germany.

This fear that the Allies will win and
trat their victory will put an end to the
Hapsburg Empire dictates the new policy
applied by Austria, of course with the full
approval of Germany. The policy is this:
to make it appear that a new regime has
been installed in Austria by the new em-
peror, a regime of justice to all, recognition
of the rights of subject races, a reconstruc-
tion of the Dual Empire on a federalistic
basis. For that reason men with Slav names,
Counts Czernin and Clam-Martinic, have
been placed in the highest posts of the em-
nire, and a Pole was selected to represent
the monarchy in Washington. In addition
to that a news bureau was organized in
Vienna, copied after the Berlin Overseas
News Agency, with the purpose of creating
the impression that all is well on the Dan-
ube and everybody is satisfied with the ex-
isting Austrian rule. A branch bureau was
opened in New York under the auspices of
certain Jewish financiers whose sympathies
are on the German side.

Deathbed repentance is proverbially sus-
picious. In this case the real facts contra-
dict absolutely the claim that a rule of jus-
tice and equal rights for all has been inau-
gurated in Austria-Hungary under Emperor
Charles. Political executions continue, par-
liamentary leaders of the Slavs are in jail;
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German language is forced upon all in Aus-
tria, and in Hungary the Magyars do not
even pretend to make any concessions to
Slavs and Roumanians who have no politic-
al rights. Bohemian deputies, deprived of
most of their old time leaders, cast aside
all their former differences, and all parties,
liberals and conservatives, agrarians and
national socialists, Catholics and social
democrats, present a united opposition to
the Vienna government and make the call-
ing of parliament impossible. They do not
trust the new policy which with the excep-
tion of a few Slav names is absolutely Ger-
man.

America should study more closely that
anachronism known as Austria-Hungary.
It should receive no sympathy from the
people of a republican country. It is not a

nation, it is the empire of sthe Hapsburg
family. Today it is entirely under the con-
trol of Germany and is just as much an en-
emy of the United States as its dominating
partner. Sixty-seven years ago, when this
republic was not yet one of the great pow-
ers of the world, Daniel Webster dared to
speak boldly to Austria. In a diplomatic
note he told the representative of Francis
Joseph that “all the possessions of the
house of Hapsburg were but as patch on the
earth’s surface compared to the United
States.”

‘The democratic countries of Europe—
England, France, Italy and Russia—are
agreed in this: that the empire of the Haps-
burgs forfeited all rights to existence. Let
the great American republic make it unan-
imous.

Stories of War Prisoners.

Gut’ Morhen, meinen Herren ...

We were returning from patrol work in
no man’s land. The morning mist was thin-
ning out, a warning to us to get back into
the trenches. We walk quietly, each man
tired and melancholy.

Ahead of us the sun rises and its rosy
light penetrates the white, heavy mists
through which we can now perceive indis-
tinctly the gray outlines of Old Sambor.

About a hundred more feet to the trench-
es; suddenly a dull, heavy noise is heard
from our left side. We fall down imme-
diately ready to defend our lives. I strain
my eyes trying to make out anything mov-
ing, but the mist rolls over the ground and
nothing can be distinguished twenty feet
away.

‘“Boys,” I whisper to the rear, ‘“we have
to wait, until the mist gets thinner.” “The
devil take them,” somebody answers.

We lie flat for fifteen minutes and then
we hear another sound, this time nearer.

“Halt, wer da?”’ I yell and rattle the rifle.
““Guter Freund”, says a feeble, scared voice
from the mist. “What friend?”, I ask the
unseen person. No answer for a while, and
then the sound becomes more distinct, as
the unknown approaches.

“Look out, boys,” I command, and the
next moment we make out a crawling fig-
ure. A Russian soldier, unarmed, pressed
to the ground, making progress like a
snake. We jump up and order him to rise
and come nearer.
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He gets up slowly and fawns at us. “Gut’
Morhen, meinen Herren’”’, he greets us
humbly with a foreign accent. It was plain
that he was not of the Russian race.

I look at my comrades and they could
read my feelings; what I wanted most to
do was to send a bullet right between those
two Judas eyes. But two among us were
Germans and we had to be careful.

We “captured” the deserter and hurried
back to the trenches.

' * % %

Up to that time the general opinion on
our side was that the Russians opposite us
were intrenched in force. We were greatly
surprised to receive the order ‘“umhengen”,
while our artillery was thundering its very
loudest. We attacked and captured easily
the enemy intrenchments which were only

. weakly held and defended.

We knew well who furnished the neces-
sary information to our commander—a
Judas for thirty pieces of silver.

Mind Your Own Business

When we were departing for the front,
our wives and our sweethearts marched
with us to the depot with roses in their arms
and hot tears in their eyes.

Our hearts were stirred to their depths
at the thought of leaving those who were
dearest to us. Soon they will be stretching
out their arms after us in vain. It was a
tragedy for every one.
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We came torthe depot. The band played
a sentimental march, handkerchiefs flut-
tered in the wind to bid us good-by, the
crowd looked at us with sympathy, as we
were to leave them to go to an uncertain
fate. .

Bent under the weight of his equipment
Corporal L... marched ahead of me. In
his rifle was stuck a small red and white
flag. We entered the spacious station vesti-
bule. At the entrance stood the commander
of our battallion, Captain Brandt, to give
us the last, hasty inspection. As soon as he
noticed Corporal L. with his red and white
flag, he stepped forward, his face flushed
with anger, his eyes glittered, and snatch-
ing his sabre he swung it at the flag. ‘“Bo-
hemian cattle’”’; bellowed the captain at the
offender.

Current
DEMOCRACY TRIUMPHS

For the last three years we have had a steady
stream of sensational events, until it seemed that
nothing could stir up in us more than a passing in-
terest. But the Russian revolution is an event of
such startling proportions, pregnant with such high
hopes for the welfare of mankind that even the
most jaded mind grasps its tremendous significance.

The eastern half of Europe and the northern half
of Asia, one hundred and seventy million human
beings, have been emancipated almost over night at
the cost of the comparatively trifling sacrifice of a
few hundred lives. The chief value of the revolution
no doubt will manifest itself gradually in the im-
proved condition of the Russian people, more edu-
cation, greater freedom of spirit, higher material
prosperity. But at the present time, and looking at
the event from a great distance, the observer sees
mainly the bearing of this great change upon the
fortunes of the world conflict, now nearly three
years in duration.

Everyone agrees that the abolishment of autoc-
racy in Russia means a tremendous defeat to Ger-
many. The Kaiser’s hopes of depriving his enemies
of the help of Russia have been irretrievably shat-
tered. The Russian people look upon the war with
the Germans as upon a holy undertaking, and the
new government will give the Allies no reason to
fear that it might desert them. In addition to that
we may expect to see greater successes on the part
of the Russian armies. The awful inefficiency which
has hampered the good work of the Russian sol-
dier and which was due partly to the notorious in-
competency of the bureaucracy and partly to treas-
onable interference by ministers and other high
officials and court favorites with the proper con-
duct of the war, will be replaced by the same energy
which the new premier Prince Lvoff displayed as
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Corporal L. hit on the head by the sabre
dragged himself to the train, and once in
the car gave way to silent tears. We gath-
ered around him as if to shield him. We
knew he did not cry because of the pain,
but because of fury at the indignity put
upon all Bohemians in a public place.

No one said a word, but we knew that a
sentence was pronounced upon the captain.

= * *

After the first skirmish in which our bat-
tallion took part Captain Brandt was miss-
ing. When the ambulance men found him,
he had four mortal wounds, all in the back,
caused by Austrian rifles.

He only got, what he deserved.

Artur Kurt.

T opics

president of the Zemstva Union. But above all the
democratization of Russia is a blow to Germany,
because it makes clear and undoubted what was
marred before by czarism, namely, that the war is
one between liberty and despotism.

America, faithful to its traditions of welcoming
liberty in all lands, was the first Power to recog-
nize officially the new Russian regime. Among the
Bohemians in America the delight over the up-
heaval in Russia was unbounded. There is a close
racial and linguistic relationship between the Czech
and Russian races. Bohemians have firmly believed
in the great genius of the Russian people, in its es-
sential democratic and pacific spirit; they believed
that whatever had been objectionable and repul-
sive in the internal economy of the Russian Empire
was due principally to German influences. Russia,
ruled by its own people, will be no more a menace to
the peace of the world, will be no more aggressive or
contemptuous of the rights of others, than the
United States.

Looking at the revolution from the point of view
of Bohemian independence, we must register it as
a powerful factor in the realization of this demand.
It makes the victory of the Entente more certain,
and it ranges Russia definitely with the firm sup-
porters of the claims of Bohemia. It is well known
that the former Czar was forced into the war in
1914, because the Russian people would not suffer
Austria to gobble up Serbia, a Slav nation. If the
new Russian government -will truly interpret the
will of the people, it will insist unconditionally on
the liberation of Slavs of Austria-Hungary from the
oppression of Germans and Magyars; it will con-
sider the erection of free Poland, Bohemia and
Jugoslavia of greater importance than the acquisi-
tion of Constantinople. In the present foreign min-
ister, Paul N. Miljukov, the Czech race will have a
warm friend.
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Both Professor Masaryk, leader of the movement
for Bohemian independence, and the officers of the
Bohemian National Alliance in Chicago sent long
cablegrams to the members of the provisional Rus-
sian government, expressing the joy felt by Bohe-
mians over the good fortune of the Russian people.

A cordial acknowledgment has been received from
Minister Miljukov.

ALLIED BAZAAR IN BALTIMORE.

In the series of Allied Bazaars, held in several of
the large cities of the United States, Bohemians to-
gether with the Slovaks have participated with much
enthusiasm. They were eager to enroll the Czecho-
slovak people on the side of the Entente and at the
same time get money to be sent to Bohemian volun-
teers in the Allied armies and to their dependents.
Incidentally the bazaars indirectly advised the peo-
ple of Bohemia as to the work carried on by their
kin across the seas. No direct news of the ‘“treason-
able” propaganda aimed against the integrity of the
Hapsburg Empire can be printed anywhere within
the monarchy. But the “Muenchener Neueste Nach-
richten” published in its correspondence from Amer-
ica a statement that Czechs in the United States are
absolutely on the side of the Entente, and for proof
it cited among other things their official participa-
tion in the Chicago Allied Bazaar. Bohemian news-
papers were permitted to quote this news item, and
the Czech people were made aware once more of the
work done in their interest by exiles.

The latest of these bazaars was held in Baltimore,
in the middle of March. In that city there are some
ten thousand people born in Bohemia or born in
America of Bohemian parents. Together with the
Slovaks they were allotted a booth at the bazaar
and the honor of a special day. They went to work
with a will, and they succeeded in making an im-
pression on Baltimore. “Ceské kolaée” or Bohemian
cakes were extremely popular throughout the bazaar
and greatly impressed the reporter who described
wittily the Bohemian day in the Baltimore ‘“Sun”.

Chairman of the Bohemian booth at the Baltimore
Allied Bazaar was Dr. J. J. Toula, an energetic
worker in the ranks of the Bohemian National Al-
liance.

ENTHUSIASM GROWS.

Before the war no one acquainted with the
Bohemian people in this country would have be-
lieved the assertion that a hundred thousand dollars
could be collected by them in a few months for any
purpose, however worthy. Constant complaints were.
made by Bohemian journalists, public speakers,
preachers and others that the Bohemian immigrant
in America adopted for his working philosophy ma-
terialism pure and simple, that all he is interested
in is to make money, buy a house, put away a few
mortgages, that nothing can move him except self-
interest. Seven years ago a campaign was under-
taken to collect a million pennies as a gift of Czechs
in Amerieca for the support of Bohemian common
schools in Bohemian and Moravian towns controlled
by the Germans. Although most of the Bohemian
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publications in this country supported this cam-
paign, it took more than a year to collect ten thou-
sand dollars from half a million people.

What a contrast is presented by the record of the
past three months. Bazaars in three cities alone
netted about ninety thousand dollars. Reference
was made in a previous issue to the fair of the
Czechs in New York, held before Christmas, the
proceeds of which amounted to $23,000. Chicago,
jealous of its primacy among the Bohemian settle-
ments in America, made a determined effort to beat
that figure, and in an eight-day bazaar held in the
first days of March earned a sum which is at present
estimated at $40,000. Of course, Chicago should
have done still better compared to New York, be-
cause nearly three times as many Bohemians live in
Chicago as in New York. Chicago workers urge
several good reasons, why they did not make at least
seventy thousand, the chief reason being that they
could not get a hall large enough to admit all who
came to spend money.

But after all Cleveland is entitled to the place of
honor among the rival “Bohemian” cities of the
United States. Its Bohemian speaking population
is about as large as that of New York, but is more
scattered and the hall they had to use for their fair,
which was held in the middle of March, was very
unsatisfactory. Yet they beat New York by a fair
margin, the net proceeds being according to the
latest figures over thirty thousand.

This does not express the full measure of cheerful
giving which has been such a remarkable feature
in the life of Bohemian immigrants in America
during the last two years. The few hundred Czechs
in San Francisco with their three thousand dollar
bazaar still hold the record for generosity among
the many similar undertakings of the past winter.
And the little Czech colony in Boston, numbering
about fifty families and having to its credit gifts
exceeding five thousand dollars, demonstrates clear-
ly the new discovery that the Bohemian immigrant
in his chase after the dollar has not lost all ideals
and that he is still capable of self-sacrifice.

A VALUED FRIEND

In England and France, in Russia and Italy, lead-
ers of public opinion have arrived at much more
definite conclusions with reference to the coming re-
construction of Europe, than have their colleagues
in the Unrited States. Mctropolitan journals of the
Allied countries realize that Austria, which has for
centuries taken up so much space on the maps of
Europe, is doomed, and they pay much attention to
the new states which will appear on the future map
of Europe, chief of them being Bohemia. In
America the big dailies moulding the public opinion
of the nation have not looked so far ahead; at most
they accept Poland as a coming state, but Bohemia
and Jugoslavia have not yet entered within the
range of their vision.

Now that the United States is about to join the
Allies and consequently will have a voice at the
peace conference, it ought to make up its mind as
to what concrete changes it will favor in the reor-
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ganization of the present boundaries of Europe. Pre-
sumably all Americans will endorse the principles
announced by President Wilson in his address to the
senate, Jan. 22, 1917: “Every people should be left
free to determine its own policy, its own develop-
ments, unhindered, unthreatened, unafraid, the lit-
tle along with the great and powerful. I am pro-
posing government by the consent of the governed.”

The Bohemian Review would like to accomplish
this much: to impress upon American public opinion
the fact that principles embodied in the history of
this republic, if applied to Europe, make necessary
the creation of an independent Bohemia. And it
welcomes with undisguised pleasure any voice show-
ing that the Review does fulfill its function of im-
forming the American press on this point.

One of Chicago’s daily papers, The Evening Post,
printed the following editorial article in its issue of
March 20, 1917, entitled “The Voice of Bohemia”:

“The national aspirations of Bohemia have found
an appealing voice in the Bohemian Review, a new
monthly publication that we welcome because of its
informative value and its intelligent discussion of
problems in which all the world is interested.

“The Review is issued from Chicago under the
editorial charge of Jaroslav F. Smetanka, whose rec-
ognized leadership among Bohemian-Americans qual-
ifies him for this important educational work.
Among articles of much interest and, value in the
current number is one by Thomas G. Masaryk, the
Bohemian patriot, on ‘Bohemia and the European
Crisis’. Mr. Masaryk gives the historical background
for the national aspirations of the Bohemians and
presents a case that must win the sympathy of all
lovers of freedom.

“In Europe there is no more heroic people and
none who have better deserved the liberty they seek.
Those of them who have adopted America as their
land are among the most loyal of our citizens and
display by their response to republican institutions
the spirit and capacity of a race inherently quali-
fied for democracy.

“The Review will quicken the interest of Ameri-
cans in the cause of Bohemia and will cultivate a
sentiment that may yet find opportunity to express
itself in behalf of Bohemian liberation.”

FIVE THOUSAND FROM ONE MAN.

That American citizens of Czech descent should
contribute generously for the liberation of their
kinsmen is a matter of course. When an American
of the old colonial stock makes a large donation for
the same purpose, it is an event deserving of notice.

The largest individual donation made so far to
the cause of Bohemia’s independence was made by
a stranger in blood to the Czech race. Mr. J. V.
Frothingham of New York gave five thousand dol-
lars to the fund employed by Masaryk and his fellow
exiles to bring the claims of Bohemia to the atten-
tion of the world. It was not Mr. Frothingham’s
first philanthropy. Shortly after the war began, he
organized and supported at his expense a Red Cross
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unit composed of Bohemian and Slovak physicians
and nurses for service in Serbia, before that un-
fortunate country was overwhelmed by Germans
and Bulgars. A second expedition he sent out was
torpedoed in the Adriatic by an Austrian submarine.

The Bohemian race has few active friends among
the big men of America. Poles, Serbians, Armenians,
even Albanians, find many sympathizers among gen-
erous men and women of this country who feel that
they are doing something worth while by extending
a helping hand to a weak or oppressed people. But
if friends of Bohemians are rare, they are so much
more valued by the people which they help. The
long list of men from America who made the cam-
paign for Bohemia’s independence victorious will be
headed by the Anglo-Saxon name of Frothingham.

INFORMATION AﬁOUT BOHEMIA.

The Bohemian National Alliance will mail upon
request without charge the following pamphlets
setting forth the aims and aspirations of the Bohe-
mian (Czech) and Slovak peoples:

Thomas G. Masaryk:
Austrian Terrorism in Bohemia.
The Problem of Small Nations in the
European Crisis.
The Slavs Among the Nations.
The Czecho-Slovak State.

Charles Pergler:
Bohemians in the Present Crisis.
The Heart of Europe.

Those who desire to read a more detailed study of
the Bohemian problem are advised to get Thomas
Capek’s book: Bohemia under the Hapsburg Misrule,
which will be sent postpaid upon receipt of One
Dollar.

The same organization has recently received from
England a number of copies of the following pam-
phlets: Philip Gibbs, The Germans on the Somme,
and Britain Transformed. These will be sent free
upon request.

Address all communications with reference to the
above: Bohemian National Alliance, 3639 West 26th
St., Chicago, Ill.

Have you sent in your subsecription to the Bohe-
mian Review?

If you have friends that might be interested in
the Bohemian Review, please send us their ad-
dresses, and we shall mail them sample copies.

Emperor Charles does not feel very secure on his
throne. Since he succeeded his granduncle, Charles
and various archdukes have sent out one hundred
and fifty million crowns into Switzerland and Hol-
land, so that they might have something to fall
back on, when the Hapsburg dynasty shall no long-
er be wanted.
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The Iron Brigade.

Short was the career of the Czecho-Slo-
vak brigade, the first unit of the new Bohe-
mian army in Russia. July witnessed its
splendid success in the brief Russian offen-
sive, and the same month saw its total an-
nihilation.

Cable reports give but a brief skeleton
of facts, but from it the stirring tragedy of
a body of nine thousand patriotic rebels
can be constructed.

July 8rd, when all America was heart-
ened by the unexpected naws of the pow-
erful Russian offensive near Zborov, the
Russian official report stated: ‘“Yesterday
afternoon after a severe stubborn battle
the Zorafsky regiment occupied the village
of Presovce, while the gallant troops of the
fourth Finnish division and the Cheshsko-
Slovatsky brigade occupied the strongly
fortified enemy positions on the heights
west and southwest of the village of Zbo-
roff and the fortified village of Korshiduv.
Three lines of enemy trenches were pene-
trated. . . The Cheshsko-Slovatsky
brigade captured 62 officers and 3,150 sol-
diers, fifteen guns and many machine guns.
Many of the captured guns were turned
against the enemy.’

Very little came from Russia after that
about the Czech heroes of the Russian of-
fensive. Complimentary mention was made
a few days later of the work of a Czech reg-
iment of cavalry and the news came that
Minister Kerensky publicly acknowledged
the great debt owed by Russia to the brave
men of the Czecho-Slovak army.

And then the bright outlook changed;
Job’s news came from Galicia day after
day. No longer was Lemberg threatened,
but Tarnopol, which had been in Russian
hands for nearly three years, was lost and
the last foothold of the Slavs on Galician
soil was slowly abandoned. A time of much
disappointment and great anxiety to all
Americans, to Bohemians in the United
States it was a time of dread, of waiting for
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horrible news. For all who knew aught of
fighters of the Czecho-Slovak brigade were
certain that surrender they could not and
flee with the others they would not.

The expected blow fell Saturday night,
July 28th. A few lines, almost hidden in-
the columns of war stuff and speculations
about the opening of the fourth year of the
war; but what a tragedy they portrayed to
some half a million people in the United
States. This is the brief message: ‘““The
Vecherne Vremya reports that in the fight-
ing at Tarnopol, Galicia, three regiments
of Czech volunteers, abandoned by Russian
troops and fearing execution for treason,
resisted until the last, the officers blowing
out their brains and the soldiers rushing
where shells were bursting the thickest.
The enemy, the newspapers say, captured
three Czechs and hanged them summarily.
Later, Czech soldiers took three German
prisoners and after forcing them to cut
down the bodies hanged the Teutons with
the same rope.”

One is reminded of Waterloo and Napo-
leon’s guard that dies, but does not sur-
render. The Czechs have not the keen
sense of the dramatic that a Frenchman
possesses even at the threshold of death,
but they died like the old guard.

The great war has been so crowded with
slaughter and heroism for three years that
perhaps the brief history 