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| names as Honorary Magistrates.

£ dent has
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'  avith the powers of a Magistrate lest
£ he finds all men as prisoners and his
§'  well-trained hand applies strip s on their
81 backs. Dr Bowser is also notorious for
' his fining proclivities. He sat this year asa

| on the Zanzibar treaty:— ; _
¢ T have only one other observation on the

| deyotion, of English

'_ | - step o
~ view, which 1s the Christianisation and eivili-
~ zation of that great continent.
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- The last Caleutta Gazette contains the
- names of persons appointed as Honora-
. ry Magistrates in the District of Jessore.
. Amongst the zemindars we are glad to
find the name ot Baboo Bepin Beharee
Bose of Sreedhurpoor who has been
- so highly spoken of by the local autho-
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| wities. We are really surprised to see
' that none of the great zemindars of Narail

~nor any one of the family of the Rajah
of Chanchara have been selected as
Honoraries. They have the highest
'+ claims to these posts and we hope
1 Government will ere long enlist their .
~ hal By the
i way at whose . recommendation was Dr.
'~ Bowser appointed as an Honorary ? His
| appointment we are told has throewn
. the people of Jessore into great cons-
~ ternation. Dr Bowser as Jail Superin-
contracted an ugly habit of
beating the mrmates of the Jail, the
non-laboring prisoners included, the people
are therefore afraid that being vested

[ Wi L
.....

g 1"

Commissioner to decide about 3 or 4 cases
and the fines that he imposed amounted
to almost what was realized during the last

' ~ whole year by the J essore Municipality. The

Vice-Chairman is we hear so well pleased

. at this amible virtue of the Civil Surgeon

that he has stopped to send any “more
.cases to him for trial. At the late vacancy

~ ported by the Chairman, he was vigorous-

. ly opposed by all the Commissioners who

in one voice rejected his prayer. Woell

' might the people of Jessorc tremble at
I\ the appointment of such a man: to the

a1l

post -of Honorary

Magistt ate.

At a sp*ecié,l meeiifng of the Royal Geo-
~ graphical Society hela in London, Sir
Bartle Frere wmade the following speech

~ subject to make, and that is that 'you are
not to be only satisfied with the treaty. The

I\ treaty is the latch-key delivered to you by
¢ the Sultan of Z.uzibar, by '
& - .at Jiberty to enter lis

which you are
house, and dg what
- you please 1nit. DBut 1t rests with ysu todo
£0 ; and 1t will require a great deal of English
entcrprise, of Knglish

conrage, of English money, and of Eunglish
steadfastness and parpose to carry out all you
wish to see done for the civilisation of Africa.
I think you will agree with me that the
- suppression of the slave-trade is only one
towards the object which you have in

~ Yes, the Sultan has indeed delivered

- ———

|

. of the Vice-Chairmanship of the Jessore
[l Municipality, he was a candidate for the
I post, and novwithstanding his being sup-

| manent settlement.

|

4

\

- the latch-key of his house and he will curse |

~ the day when he signed the fatal treaty.
~ The day is not distant when the veil of phi-

~ Jan ﬁ'thrgpy which covers the face of England

b 4 1%
1 o

I‘I‘J IIJ-'

- and gives a sanctimonious turn to it will

. van ish away and the world will discover
~ in the great emanc pator the gr cedy

nqueror of Zanzi

-------------------

“hiarity was even more strongly marked in the |
- Central provinces, but the rainfall there was |
~abundant. .In Orissa the rainfall was also
| abundant in the monsoon months. Storms |
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important fact which goes to support
Babu Degambar Mittra’s drainage theory.
The Bhagiruthy making a turn near
Furrashdunga on the north of Berham-

- poor flowed by Kalikapoor, Cassimbazar,

Tatpara, Choonakhali, and the DBritish
Government stopped its northern course
and cut a canal which ran straight to
Flarrashdunga and joined a small opening
of the river there. 'This considerably af-
fected the drainage of the places and in
the course ot a few vyears they were re-
duced to the condition in which we find
them—the wretched abodes of a few sickly

human beings.

S—

The tollowing depositions were given
by Lord Lawrenece before the Finance
Committee on the subject of Taxation
in India:— ,

By Mr. Fawcett—Supposing a necessity were to
increase suddenly the taxes, suppose fiive millions
were required, can you suggest how 1t 1s fo be
raised, I speak * in the view of your idea of a
permanent land settlement being carried. out?
—Well, Indiais an excessively poor country, and
it is to relieve its proverty that propose a per-
If such a sum were required
as you mnamed, I would put on the income -tax
again if necessary, or raise the import and export

| duties by which I would obtain easily four mil-

lions of ° money.

The first important item of revenue 1s the

salt-tax ; could that be increased ?7—No ; 1 have

already given my views on the salt-tax.
Can the opium revenue be increased ?—I think
it is likely rather to be deereased than increased.
Are you aware that the Chinese rGovernment
have placed many restrictions on the growth of

opium, and suppose the Chinese Government were
to see that the Brivish Government would rather

go to war with them than not sell them opium,
may not the China Government with-draw these
restrictions on the home growth of oplum and
there by give a great impulse to it ?— I think
that 1s very likely. _

Seeing that the Secretary of State depends for
‘his position on the votes of the House of Com-
mons, constituted as the House of Commons is,
you do not think you could rely for any perma-
nent increase of revenue from your proposed in-
crease of import and export duties 2—Not ay bit.

Do you expect any increase from stamp duties ?
—No. b

Then the income-tax is the only tax left. Has
not that been condemned by a general concensus
of opinion in India ?—I do not know that.

You are aware that one of the great objections

to .the tax is that the ammount is a varying |£7 As head of the Grovernment and President of

amount, thal the people are alarmed at finding it
one year one per cent., and another year three
per cent., and third year one per cent. again ?
—I think there 1s a great deal in that. 1T thinlk
if it was fixed at a moderate amount, say at

~two per cent., a great deal of the difficulty would

be taken away. It would be only in a very
exceptional case that 1 would raise it.

~ Mr Fawcett labours under an impres-
sion - that the Incometax is the most
oppressive of all taxes. We hope the
evidence of such a great authority as
Lord Lawrence will tend a great way
to remove this 1mpression from his
mind.

We have to acknowledge with thanks Mr,
Blanford’s Metrological Report for the year
1872. 1t gives very full
mospheric pressure, the relative humidisy of
the air, the vapour tentions, the wind torce
and directions in Bengal and for six stations
out of Bengal. The most striking character-
stics of the Metrology of 1872 in Bengal were
deficiency of rainfall, and the
weakness of westerly winds. The latter pecu-

situated near Cassimbazar adverts to an

details of the at-

l

|

| might not be worth of consideration. While we
had done a great deal to

1

|

~bring him back

~tea plantations  were in the midst -of
that was an n the . midst .
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reached 114.° during June.

| planters ; whilst we had protected the ecooly from
harm in various ways, we had also imposed on

“a point, that the cooly who was conveyed to the

attempt

- d

J
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Again in the latter part of June, stromy
weather was very prevalent in the north cf thf
Bay and on the 28th a cyclone was formed whici
passed across the head of the Bay and near
the station of Balasore on the 1st of July. In
September, again, a stormy weather prevailed
and a cyclone passed northward across Beng.al
on the night of 19th—20th And lastly 1n
October the weather was unusually stormy
on the Madras coast and generally in the South
of the Bay, and more than oue cyclone was
reported at Sea. The highest reading of the
thermometer during the year was 118 © at Cuttuck
during the month of May, and next stand

Gaya and Benares where the vemperature

Returns of rain-

fall are given from I[77 stations. 'The aver-

age rainfall in  Orissa and the Burdwan
division except Beerbhoom was 55 to 56 inches) |
in Presidency division, with Moorsidabad, |
Rajshye and Maldah 60 to 70 inches ; Rung-
poor, Dinagepoor, Dacca, Tippera, Bogra,
Mymensing, and the whole of Assam €0 to 100
inches ; Sylhet, Cachar, Chittagong, Akyab,
Darzling, Noakhali, and Julpigoree over 100 ;
and Patna, Bhagulpore, Chota Nagpore divi-
sion 39 to 50 inches, The table showing the
number of rainy days furnishes some curious
results. Gaile in Ceylon with 76 1inches of
rain had 200 rainy days; Cherapoonjee with
its 477 inches had ounly 167 ramny days;
Calcutta had 117 rainy days; in Sylhet,
Assam, Cachar, and Darzling in fact over
the whole of the tea districts, ¢‘the mainfall
extended over more days and was more equ-
ally spread over the rainy months than any-
where else.”” In the Patna- division the
average number of rainy days was=hardly sixty
in the whole year. ln DBengal proper and
in Orissa the average number of rainy days
was about ninety. The registering stations
at which complete observations are taken are
scattered over the Bengal delta. There 1is
no registering station anywhere in the DBur-
dwan division, though the prevalence of ile
fever would have made observations there of =
special value. We hear however from a o

.-'_.-

re-
liable source that Sir George Campbell has
recently ordered the establishment of obser-
vatories 1n Burdwan, ok
shre | 1 ppen _
Kurararion 1o THE LaBour Distrrors—The
time prescribed for the presentation of the Keport
of the Select Committee on the Bill to amend
the existing Cooly law has been extended to one
month more on the motion of the Advocate
General. DBefore this motion was passed His Honor
made a feeling speech on the sad condition of the
coolies for which we are sincerely grateful to the
speaker. We reproduce some portions of it below.

My’

this Council, His Honor was, he felt, particu-
larly charged with the duty of looking after the
interests of the cooly.  Looking, then, to the
interests of the cooly as well as to those of the
planter, he thought lit might be a question whe-
ther in the interests of both parties a proposition
for a f"gi‘ed%' relaXation of these restrictive lags

great protect the cooly in
regard to recruiting, _the - Yoyage, and other ‘mat-
ters ; while we had imposed restrictions on the

the coolies serving under econtract in the tea

districts penal law_s;’}éxt.reme §tr1kgency—-—t0 such

labor - districts under those laws, became legally
and_practically a slave: W was for three ye"ars
legally and “indisputably a slave. His Honor did

not use the word in a bad sense. The cooly was
compelled to labor to the end of this term as
a man mnot free and his own master, and in __
that sense was a slave. It was true | thgt -h@ " |
generally did servé under a good and reasonable '
master, but he was not free. He was bound
down for three, years, ot only by ‘the ferms of
ract and by penal laws, buf by physlcal
A1 i e who, on the cooly’s
ting" to run away, could seize him and
to work. In a cofintry where the

'y

5.!_3,

of jungles,

enormous power given to planters
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“ -~ gqurces of India's wealth deserves ‘protection, en-

:

“counterbalanced by +the penal laws by which he

&:H -out go a great way to protect those who so urgently

energy has seized the subject in right earnest. The
teaplanters are no doubt doing a considerable good

are in fact sla.ves of the planters.

~its scope and objec’.

~ and ~.the contractors and yet the provisions in

tied down and bound by a rigid code of restric-

' ﬁeub‘)eet to sthe rules_rfor
5 amm,gmn er ‘ ction
desvmemon&. 1ne

Jj:tsawﬂﬁ«\s
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the panal laws a,nd became a sl.;we
inust say for himself that he held that above all
things the blessings of freedom were great blessings.
He mueh disliked this  system of bondage.
He was very much inclined to doubt whether the
advantages the cooly gained were not more than

L.H:M |

was subject to this bondage. It appeared, then,
to him to be particuiarly in the interest of cooly
- that a modification and diminution of those restrictive
laws were suggested. °

We cannot too sufficiently thank His Honer for
the above. The subject has a thrilling and painful
interest, and deserves the urgent consideration-of those
who have a spark of humanity in them. It 1s.
gratifying to obseive that Sir George Campbell
has from the b-ginning shown-a humane spirit and
the amendment he proposes will if properly carried

deserves = protection, It was only lately that the
English papers took up the cause of the Colonial
coolies and expesed the inhumanity of the planters |
who treated them like so many beasts. The start-
. ling disclosures of abuses produced a great sensation
among the DBritish Public and the Parliament has
been “at last moved to appoint a Royal Comiss.on
of Inquiry which now sits in Mauritious and the
British Guiana The wave of philanthropic anxiety
expressed by the British public has at last reached the
shores of India and His Honor with characterstic

L mma——
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Hle 1101101 f coohes bv which the contractors and the pl'mtels
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shall equal) ~abide. The law which already
exists on the subject 1s belug on many occasions
trampled by them, and while more stringent pro-
visions are mnecessary; it will be simply
rendering  the condition of the coolies
from bad to worse if the protective law were
~aone away with. When His Honor is so much
intent wupon giving freedom to the helpless
coolies, we hOpe he will take particular care to
remove those clauses of the Bill which have
given an anomalous character to 1t. We strongly
insist upon a  special protective law without

which the condition of the coolies will be worse

than 1t is now andwe hope that the Legislature
will take special care to mitigate the ¢ staie of
bondage’” which ‘has been so eloquently and
-teehmwly deplored by His Honor,

=

PUB\IA Oxce MorE—-—We hope ‘we shall not
tire the patience of our readers by taking up
this subject again. If the evil consquences
of the move-ment were not likely to extend be-
‘yond Pubna  but remained ~ confined to
a single district alone we would not have
taken the trouble of dwelling on this subject
cver aud over, but \we are convinced that
unless some wholesoms measures are pI'OmPtlY'
taken, the 1nterests of the wi

to this country. They are developing the hidden
resources of the country and have already- created
an important trade. They have cleared jungles
and formed beautiful gardens and populous villages
in the midst of impenetrable and uninhabited forests.
If India eventually happens to be deprived of her
opium revenue, as 1s.now apprehended by many,
wWe may remsonably hope for keeping up the balance
of our external” trade by an extended export of our
teas to foreign parts. Our tea lands are fertile
and extensive and it is no exaggeration ta say that
uuder the soil of the tea plantations is buired an
endless wealth not susceptible of being exhausted
like the gold digging of Australia and California,
where the emboweled treasures once unearthed
can never be turned up again., The enterprising
_.planters who have thus discovered one of the chief

— —
S ™

-eouregement and thanks. DBut the coolies without
whose assistance they could do’ nothing deserve a
greater -amount of consideration. Who are so meek,
so submissive, §0 loyal as the coolies ? What ob-x
durate heart is there which could bear the sight
of such dumb creatures being treated like dogs ?

And ¥y

the hands of ‘the - .planters would oftentimes draw
down tears from the most stony hearts. 'If it is
urged that the lives of a few thousand semi-barbarous
_ human beings are not worth mach when the important

~ trade of tea is in question, we cannot accede to
that monsterous doctrine. That doctrine has
been urged indirectly though not openly. That
doctrine was practically urcred when slavery
was legalized in 1863 and subsequently in
1870. But that doctrine has been renounced by
the sritish public and we are glad Sir George
has deeply felt the necessity of removing it |
from this country. How cooly lives are pro-
tected under the existing law has been well
described by ‘His - Honor “himself, Tue coolies
What dis-
credit does the Liecutenant Governor’s seething
remark throw upon the framers of the law now in |
force ! But we fear Sir George's proposed Bill

et it is a fact that their condition is most |
deplorable and the mal-treatment they receive at |

' emke

is not a great improvement upon it. It will
not give the coolies the protection they are
in so much need of. There are provisions in
the Assam Cooly Bill which entirely neutralize
It is admitted that the
Conly law is exceptional in ‘its character aud
necess'éiry in the interests of humanity. Its
necessity is acknowledged both by the planters

question seem to ignore if. The~ contractors are

tive rules and reglﬂameus wmle Garden Sirdars |
cruit coohes wnhout being

are permltted"fe recr
tra‘nsport medical ex-
in the way to their

g ou é‘i‘e the Adt, or in ether

it "I'}-l. )

,"'“:'4-:::','_%@&_ Blll is mteuded to |
-'f_.set
Ml’-. Nolau belongs to this class of persons angl_g
hls oleons
arc ,, y greatvﬁ r‘eservat‘wn i
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will be  seriously affected! (fThe ryots
of Pubna have set a bad *example and
who kuows that similar scenes will not be en-
acted in other parts of Beungal? Who knows
that if the conduct of the Pubna officials are
lightly passed over, other Magistrates and sub-
divisional officers will not imitate their exam-
ple and under the garb of a pretended friend ruin
both the ryots and the Zemindars 21 It 1s well-
known in what light are the Zemindars looked
upon by the present ruler of Bengal.
an eyesore  to His Honor and 1t is~ his
avowed policy to see them asa class dis-
appear from the face of the earth. Who knows
that the Muffsil executive should catch or have
already caught this feeling of their fountain
head and ‘attempt to 1ngrat1ate themselves
with him by carrying hostile measures against
the land-holders ?aWho knows that they will not
instigate the ryots to combine aud resist the
demands of their land-lords and find proper
and willing instrumeuts in them to crush both
themselves and the Zemindars? The facts
disclosed in conuection with the Pubua affair
have indeed staggered us. We really do not
know that in brmgmo' about the revolution of
Pubna, the local authorities have offended or
pleased the Lord of Belvedere. In fact, the
manner in which Sir George has allowed the
reports of Mr. Nolan aund Mr. Taylor to
appear in the public  cannot - fail  to
that 1f = the ruler .of ; Bengal
does not  positively exult at  the
occurance of the riots of Pukua he has at
least nothing to be sorry for what has taken
place there.|. Who knows thata faimnt hope
lurks in the breast of His Honor to seize this
opportunity and make another struggle to
snatch” thee Permanent Settlement from the
zemindars 73)The Pubua Z:mindars are in
imminent danger nor are the other Zemin
dars of Beungal quite safe, and it 1is of
the utmost 1mportauce that the former
should clear themselves from the = most
libellous charges that have been brought against
them. That
we do not doubt and for aught we krow the
Ishufshahi Zemindars might belung to that class,
but Mr. Nolan who bears such an ill feeling to-
wards the land-holders class 1s not the préper
man to pass judgment upon them. Man 1s consti-
tutionally iucapable of forming an uubiased
opinion upon any thing.

His actions must be
guided more or less by eXtern";l circumstances.
In going to decide a matter, one should be
most careful and u'mn.x'd lnmself against outward
influences. -

_tlone &ud certamly

‘on ‘the’ canelu'srbrls eeﬂiel gt 1

they

must thm‘efore be takem 3

_____

ple  country

They are

| for the ryots.

|

- e

seem to

men, without any respect
very llttle for life, 1n their dealings with
ryots and with one another” he only con-
demns himself In his letter to the I\Iamstrate

for law,

ter borne’ by the Sand\ al family, and cons-

have had to punisih one of the family uander
section 154, Indian Penal Code, for encour-
aging by his presence 1in the village the
plander of the house of a _headman of con-
siderable wealth for a ryot because he re-
fused to consent to an enhancement; another
for sumilarly  assisting at a riot which
occurred this year. Denendro Nath Sandyal
18 kuown to have main%ained a body ° of
dacoits and thieves to harass the ryots of a

——

rival sharer. ¥ The Sandyals reside in the
cen.re of the pergunnah, and are the largest
land-owners, so that their demeanour has

given a character to the whole.
year their people killed an up-country bur-
t kundaz ' of the Tagores in a land riot and
by a spear wouund; :another man was killed
by a spear wound in a land despute, also
during the conent vear.W The agents® of
Baundopadhya family leuappﬂd a ryot
year on his return from the
and kept him ten days

It the Zemindars of Ishafshahi are what they
‘are represented to be by Mr. Nolan, we would
be the last man to defend them. But we have
seen what a determined foe Mr. Nolan is to the
zemindars, We have also indisputably proved
by facts that Mr. Nolan ‘has almost in-~
variably decided cases against the zemindars
- and done "his best to put them down. Who

During this

—
e

cherished anti-zemindarer feelings in his de-
cisions about the ‘cases alluded to by him
in the above?/Mr. Nolan is not an angel and
even ar- angel in his position could not but have
erred. We do not say that the zemindars are
| not what Mr. Nolan tries to prove them to be,
| but: we repeat that he is not the proper person
to  pass any judgment  upon  them.
The case stands thus. Mr.

|

i

They

constautly at lowgarlleads W1th one another

and dtsputes necessarily arise” between them,

Mr. Nolan settles these dlsputes and as 1s to
be expected he decides them in favor of the
ryots. Uunder these circumstances, Mr. Nolan
has to thask himself if his attacks on the
zemindars are_ ‘accepted as effusions of a pre-
judiced brain. _But takmﬂ' for granted that
the zemiudars of Ishuffshahi are reall a. set

of badmash, does not the fact of thelr being
able to aecomplleh their evil designs reflect
great discredit upon Mr. Nolan himself ? What
- could prove more- strongly the unfitness of Mr.
Nolan than the existence of a  set of turbulent
men” setting the law and the magistrate at
defiance in his own sub-divisiofi ? There are hundr-

eds of Zemindars scattered all over Bengal and
we challenge any man to <show Mr.
Nolan’s typical zemindar in another SuD-
dwmlon.;; In fact, in spite

there are oppressive Zemindars

There are ‘people however who pro- |
ceed to form Judgmenr. ‘with preceneewec!!un-
no value whatever is to be

Wlth. i :
¥ II . -
vy al f,. ‘: b b
i LI | L
U o

ted by Mr.

hated land- holders

case against - the
directly nourished the
subsisted between
ryots,
Now a word to thi Pubna Zemindars.,

must not .
ef Mr. -

the

They

ment about the remova i
long as he remains in th
morally impossible to h_msmre ‘the good fee
etween the la.pd lﬂi’

which - formerky existec
a,nd the ten am ) :-' @

.....

il I"': il bl
.....

| undel et*nrd thqt when he condemns the
| Zemindars of Ishufshahi as ¢ a turbulent set of

and
their

he makes these disparaging ren.arks afralnst
the Zemindars of Ishufshahi, “I need
scarcely remind you of the charac-

tantly sustained by them for thirty years. 1

this
moonsiff’s courf
i confinement.”

 knows that he was not influenced by his long

NGlan positively
hates the Zemindars and avows great sympathy
A most rancorous feeling exists

| between the ryots ‘and zemmdms are

of oursélveswe = @&
are constramed to believe that if the zemln*
dars are really as bad as they are represen- @
Nolan, they were allowed tobe @ 8§
so by the wiltul indifference of the sub- divie o
| sional officer whu perhaps to make a st‘rong-_*- .

rauncarous feehng whrch '
zemindars and the
till it brought on such dreadful results. _

lose time to . memormhze Gover m_.j;;, i
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THE INDIAN EVIDENCE ACT 1872.
(BEING ACT No. OF 1872.)

This is decidedly the best edition of the Indian }
Evidence Act that we have yet seen. Babu Kissoree
Lal Sircar has spared no pains to remove the diffi-
culties which stand the unintiated readers of the
Act in the face. He has made the work acceptable to
the public generally. The price Rs4 a copy is
not we think considering the 1e'11 meriy of the work
too high as some may fancy. Law Observer.

BY
KISHORI LAL SARKAR M. A B TR
Price Rs 4.
at the Amrita Bzar Puttrika Office

and” Thacker Spink & Co’s Library.
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To be issued im monthly parts. Price
Kight apnas to subscribers-and twelve
annas to mnon-subscribers, Each part will
embrace nearly 72 Pages Demy octavo.
Muffussil subscribers will have to advance
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