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BRITISH AGRICULTURE.

The grand Agricultura] Meeting nt Bristol—of which the details
and ilustrations this weele occupy so large » portion of ourspuce—
naturally induces ug fo o contemplation of the fine subject which
it Involves—the condition, prospecis, and influences of British
Agrieniture,  The tone of this journal has, we hope, hitherto been
o tnarked aod determined one. We trust we have proved to our
readers o sirong and honest impartiality of purpose in our treat-
ment of every politieal diseussion ; and that the social happiness
and moral condition of the Empire have been studied by us with
all our considerntions of the means of national greatness—or the
remediea for nationad distress, It is plain, we hope, to the wide
community which has so largely patronised us, that we aro wedded
to nene of its partics-——not binssed towards any of iis mongpolies—
not the advoeates of any of its individual influences—but anly the
geueral supporters of u gencral publie good. It will never, there=
fore, be expeeted of us, that we shall set up the great Commercial
and Manufactoring interests of England against the equally great
Agricultural ; or that,on the other hand, we shall erugh th? encrgies
of invention, and bow down the loom unto the plough. * Ve look
upon both of these sections of the national grandeyr of&urcountry

with an eye of pride that will gather nosjealonsy within its beanti«

ful vision : philosaphy weds rather thimsgvers them in curmingd-—
we make them contingent, in our mental speculgtions, upon each
other's welfure—we refuse to regard them as antagonistic—and wo
believe their union in peace capable of nchieving, only in a happier
diveation, a5 mueh aa the union of our glorious nayy with our in-
vineible anmy amiil the wilder strifes and contingencies of war,

Titis is the apirit in which we are determined to survey the two
interests—not indeed without respeet to the present comdition and
sufferings of the country, although certainly without consideration
—except for the relief of the people—for any of their rival claims
for politicnl sympathy aud support,

With this preliminary we ean draw no odium upon our, prins
ciplea; we need fovent no excuse for our pride, when we confess
to an exulting approval of the value, the imporfance, aud the
gocind benelit of auch g distingnished celebration as that which the
Ttayal Agricultural Society has been all the week displgyi.né in the
bosaun of Uhe ancient ity of Dristol 5 aml thenée communicating
it energies, its apirity and its power through a thousand warm and
cheerful ramifications of the national heart, Sy

The mighty spirit of English commerce hag made its ginnt strides
up to the gates of the garner=house and among the furrows of the
plongh; aned thither we bear il company with honour so long as
the tide is allowed to ebb, and prosperity to roll its golden flaod, in
enual measure, over the farmer’s freehold, the merchant’s city, and
the manulaetorer’s home,  We are content, too, that their adver-
sitics—when adversity cannot be averted—shall  be borne alike ;
and il is only a false stroggle for power that we would reprobate,
aml o Alimsy politienl economy that we abjure.

g in such womeeting ns that of the Bristol Association we see
neiher ol these ;. we see unly the fine old ngricmltuml spirit of the
lund breaking oot in its purity and strength. We recognise the
attachment to the soil—a feeling identical with the love of country
—aswerting its mastery over the yeoman-heartof England. The
furmer-gentlemen assemble in the furmer-spirit of o more innocent
anl Tess ndvanced age, in the manly open-heartedpess of o noble
ealling, in the pride wid purpose of a truly Eoglish pursuit, Their
podities are left at howe 5 iheiv jealougios are. discarded ; they hove
one cherlshed ambition to blazon before the world, and thal is the
elevating, the improviog, the strengthening of the glorions agri-
eulture of their native land,  They repair to the rendezvous with a
feeling as glowing as the seal of glory upon a sunset landscape—and
yet as gentle and affectionale as the emotion of a mother who grests
With all this they mix up the emulations of
geiener—ihe enterprise over new discovery—thie contentions of per«
sonnl skill—the honourable strife for pritha noble _pnrsi}ituf
perfection through every vein and artery of thelr manly crafl.  And
in Lheir greal gathering they are comlteuanégd by the high, the
nable, the estimable of all clusses in the state. The great leaders of
legislative power, the commercialist, the free trader, the opposi-
tionist, nud the yinister, fling away party distinetions and personal
predilection and go *to lend ahgnd untg tbu}:}puglg." Toryism

her ehilld at sehool.

becomes liberal, Uberalism i3 grown tory, and yet the consistency of
cach remaing unscathed.

There is something especially exhilarating, interesting, English,
in the whole exhibition. Tn almost every section ol the great dis-
play, some national superiority is indicgted.  Tn the implements of
hnsbandry, the qualitiea of grass and grain, the splendild breeds
of guadrapedal snimals, the improving prineiples of general culfiva-
tlon, and the domeéstiz produce of the field and farm—in and by all
these there is o gratifying convietion bronght home to ug, that our
ambition is brighter, onr domestic industry more toilful and endur-
ing of spirit, onr libour mere productive, and onr outerprise more
full of reward, than the similar attributes of any other country in
which commerce asserts her rivalship, and manufieture is a rushing

piver that has an overflowing torrent for every tributary stream.

In such meetings, wnd on such oceasions as our journul this weel
illustrates and deseribes, the gening of Dritish agriculture is trinm-
phant and alive ; and it I8 impossible that it should have presenco
in any part of ah empire like this withont greetings of cordiality,
and the enthusiagsm of o true and national admiration.

After all, however, these great demonstrations—no matter in
what sections of socicty they may occur—are, when divested of
politics, only the landmarks of example—the example of doing
good in the infiedintd sphare of {nterest in which they ure worked

ont. Butas they thug lead to henelit in one way, we have many lond
anxigties Lthat the spirit which they engender will also much provoke
it in mony othera—that it will tend to allay jealousies nnd promote
the common=sense wellare of each particular class—that every new
improvement suggested, and every powerful result uéhievcd, miy
be directed towards the amelioration of the present distresses of the
land, and that o communieative spirit may be engendered by spe-
culation between the poverty of the humble and the purses of the
rich.  Nor, while the theme now flashes upon us in another aspect,
enn we forbear from including the state of many of our agricultural
districts, in our contemplation of the acts of this very Associntion,
for enlarging their general influences, and aiding their capabilities
of wealth, We hope most faithfully that. the lJabourer, in all the
contingencies of hig present destiny, may e beneflted equelly with
the farmer, and that the genius of Invention may never be too
powerfully marshalled against the genivs of the soil.  We earnestly
desire a speedy amelioration of the sulterings of all classes of the
population 3 and: as we believe those of many of the agrienltural
peasants are not nmong the least, we cannot pour out our praises
upon any celebration of interest among the lords of the soil, wilh-
oul axious aspirations for ils ehildren too—we must, while lending
our suppori to the best intérests of agriculinre, find o sympathizing

volee also Wn and distress.

— . —

We present to our readers noother of our chavaeteristic skelehes
of the people of distant lnnds,  In the bold grouping of the armerl
mounted militin of the Texas, which embellished the fivst page of
one of our former numbers, we enlisted the intevest of mony of our
subseribers who had fixed their eyes upon the Eden-lilce allure-
ments of that fertile territory, and whose curiosity—newly awnkened
by the pencil of our artist—appealed fo s for information with no
small cagerness, und asked our advice and guidance regnrding the
selection of the new country as the emigrant’s home. 'The subjeet of
the present sketch is of character similav to that of the lormer one,
but its aspeet of interest is guite of apother kind. Circassin
docs not, like tho Texas, afford any lare of advintage to the
oppreased and over-abounding population of these realms; but
yeb we regaril its destinies ns o conntry with no small sympathy, and
its people have many claims upon onr peculiar regard. In o politieal
sense, We miy rd the land as onc ol the hardiest harriers against
the ambition of Russin ; in o social sense, we have possessed 1o an
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extrordinary degree the respeet and affections of its entire people,
'he deep reverence which the Cireassiuns have langht themselves
to enlertain towards the nume and charaeter of Great Britain hag
beeome proverbial among travellers.  They have appreeiated, and
even magnified our power ; they have eonried our allisnee with the
wariest protestations of regard ; they hove looked to Eugland as
their giant-arm of protection against agygressive Russin ; and have,
we lament to say, bestowed upon us a much larger amount of good
foeling thin we have ever had the gratitude to yeturn.  They are
loneat, hardy, brave, and powerful, and deserved better treatment
ab our hands, Iinssinn ambition is now pouring into their territory
large armnies of barbarian troops, and the persecution which Cir-
cassin hoped fo have seen averted by Bugland is hot and vengeful
in its pursait of her pons, In the group whicl our artish Tias de=
picted, n Circassiun woman is supposed to have ¢qeaped from the
invading cnemy, and 1s ’”‘“ﬁ‘%‘,ﬁ intelligence to her counprymen in.
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