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• What does Print Technology tell us?
• Techno-sociality of Knowledge

production
• Tectonic Shifts in the Knowledge

domain
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• What are the changes that we see?

Caxton Showing the First Specimen of His Printing to King Edward IV at the Almonry,
Westminster circa 1851.
All images in this PPT otherwise mentioned are from commons.wikimedia.org See the last slide for credits
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Some Massive Knowledge Platforms

• Baidu Baike
• English Wikipedia
• Hudong
• Catawiki
• WikiEducator
• Open Street Map
• Pad.ma
• Sahapedia
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• The spread of the internet has made
possible the building of knowledge bases by
seamless and mass collaboration. But
HOW?
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WIKI
• 2 minute History

– 1994 - Ward Cunningham
– WikiWikiWeb – Wikipedia – Mainstream

• Simple Video on Wiki
• Browser based editing & version history
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• 286 Language Wikipedias
• 334 Language Wikipedias in incubation
• Total Articles – 2,60,00,000
• Articles in English Wikipedia – 42,00,000
• 16,43,063 Editors/Contributors
• 73,049 Active Editors/Contributors
• 36,50,00,0000 Page Views per month
• No. of paid employees……………………….173
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• Let’s simplify this through a Video…….
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Generic Challenges

• There are three issues which should be taken
into account:
– a) quality,
– b) relevance
– c) consistency of knowledge

• Suitable motivation of the contributors.
• Another issue is the scalability
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India Specific Challenges for BuildingKnowledge Platforms on the Internet
• Technical infrastructure for Indian Languages

– Typing a major challenge
– OCR – complexity of Indian Language scripts
– Various other technical troubles like browser

compatibility, font display, etc. which deter new users
• Dearth of quality content available in digital format
• Different standards/formats/generations (Gov.in/DLI)
• Relative lack of research/academic standards, which is

transferred on to Indic Wikipedias.
• Lack of Knowledge Sharing Culture
• Insularity – Niche Communities
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Building a Mass Knowledge Platform

Programme

Platform:
•User friendly
•Easily available and
adoptable
•Offline outreach is key
to effective use of
online platforms

Programme:
Feedback loop is key
Behavior statistics data
Reinvent and Replicate the Prg.
Multi-channel awareness
‘User Connect’ programmes

People

Platform

People
•Communicate knowledge sharing objectives
•Make knowledge sharing fun
•Appoint Ambassadors
•Virtual volunteer community building looks simple
but complex - Failure
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