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agricultural and rural development focused on food security, 
policy and planning for food security is essential. 
 

 
 
Food security has been defined variously from national self-
interest in rich country arguments to the commonly accepted 
World Food Summit definition based on everyone always 
being able to daily access quality food. However, specific 
agency agendas can introduce specific definitions, such as 
reliance on monetized and trade approaches rather than 
underpinning domestic production for domestic 
consumption. In fact both are critical to food security. 
National food self-sufficiency remains the major component 
of food security. 
 
Globally, food security is said to exist for some 4.7 billion 
persons with another two billion being food insecure in 
terms of sub-standard diets and vitamin and micronutrient 
deficiencies that impair physical and intellectual capacity. If 
global population stabilizes at nine billion around 2050 as 
optimistically predicted, food demand will probably rise to 


